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Roadway Refresh
ADA curb work is mostly completed for the 
construction crews, so the milling and pav-
ing process has begun in Bluffton. The mill-
ing work, which removes the surface of a 
road so paving crews don’t elevate the road-
way, is currently being done on Silver Street 
pictured. Crews are currently working on 
Townley Street, with Horton Street’s paving 
close to completion. (Photos by Jonathan 
Snyder)

Bluffton Regional 
ends labor and 
delivery services

By HOLLY GASKILL
Bluffton Regional Medical 

Center will no longer offer inpa-
tient labor and delivery services 
after Thursday, May 23. 

In a press release on Tues-
day, Lutheran Health Network 
announced it has “begun work to 
wind down” labor and delivery 
services at both BRMC and Dukes 
Memorial Hospital in Peru, Indi-
ana. The release stated this was a 
direct result of the declining num-
ber of births at the hospitals, which 
reportedly could not support the 
staff and specialized care needed. 

LHN reported births at the 
two hospitals had cumulatively 
declined by 30% from 2020-23, 
with BRMC currently averaging 
11 or fewer deliveries per month.

“It has been a tremendous joy 
for our team to play a part in help-
ing bring infants into the world,” 
BRMC chief administrative officer 
Julie Thompson said in the release. 
“However, the smaller numbers 
of births occurring in the region 
and at our hospital have made it 
difficult to secure and retain the 
specialized staff and providers 
necessary to provide this service. 
Our childbirth programs have been 
high performing through the years, 
but with the impact of fewer and 
fewer births here, we are taking 
this action now — always keeping 
what is best for our patients front 
and center.”

This announcement follows 
just three months after BRMC 

By SYDNEY KENT
The town of Ossian may soon 

see much-needed housing and 
retail, as well as a more accessible 
entrance to Archbold-Wilson Park. 

The Ossian Town Council 
approved a request to forgive a 
$50,000 loan to Wells County 
Economic Development for three 
spaces downtown last year, which 
includes the old NAPA building. 

Chad Kline, who recently 
resigned from his position as exec-
utive director with Wells County 
Economic Development, made the 
request. He said he wanted to see 
the redevelopment project though 
after nearly three years in the mak-
ing. 

Kline explained that the initial 
plan was to pay the loan back — 
until the potential for a matching 
grant with the state arose. With 
the stipulation of the town forgiv-
ing the $50,000 loan, the Regional 
Development Authority indicated 
they could provide 5.1 million dol-
lars for the project. 

Council member Jeff Kemper 
voiced his support for the idea 
and suggested making a motion to 
approve.

“It's going to be a focal point 
downtown,” Kline said. “As well 
as a focal point to people who 
reside in this community.”

Kody Kumfer with Ossian 
Revitalization attended the meet-
ing to discuss the addition of an 
internal park access drive to the 
parking area of Archbold-Wilson 
Park. 

Kumfer announced that the 
Wells County Foundation has 
approved offering dollar-for-dollar 
matching funds up to $100,000 for 
the project. He requested the town 
contribute $100,000 in order to 
receive the funds.

President Josh Barkley advised 
that they would come up with the 
money. Kumfer also requested 
$14,500 for design services for 
the access drive, which would be 
completed by Jim Breckler with 
Engineering Resources. The coun-
cil approved.

Member Stephanie Tucker 
noted that a citizen in the area 
voiced their concern with the proj-
ect. 

“It’s going to free up a lot of 
congestion that happens during 
events,” Park Board Vice Presi-
dent Jay Esparza said.

“I think that spending the 
$14,500 would let the Foundation 
know we are really serious about 
doing this,” council member Glen 
Werling added. 

The council also:

Ossian Town Council 
forgives Economic 
Development loan

Forgiven loan could also provide the 
RDA $5.1 million to another project

Norwell construction gets good update
By HOLLY GASKILL

Weigand Construction project 
manager Dylan Markley reported 
that all projects for Norwell Com-
munity Schools are moving ahead 
without issues. 

Markley told the district board 
Tuesday that substantial prog-
ress has been made on the middle 
school project, and demolition of 
the previous building will begin 
in mid-June. Meanwhile, the base-
ball team has been able to use their 
new building, but Markley said 
some finishing items are needed 
for that building and the new foot-
ball building. 

They’ve also made headway 
on the Ossian Elementary School 
renovation, with Markley crediting 
the teachers’ flexibility toward the 
ongoing work. Construction will 
be completed before the upcoming 
school year.

“The bones are going to look 
the same, but it’s going to be quite 
a bit different,” remarked Superin-
tendent Mike Springer.

The board also recognized the 
seven students who completed 
their certified nursing assistant cer-
tification in the high school’s first 
year of offering the program. Sev-
eral students spoke about the class 

and their thankfulness to have an 
early footing in the nursing profes-
sion and early job experience. 

Following the conversation, 
Springer told the board he hoped 
to soon present a new module 
program through Area 18 CTE to 
expose students to possible career 
pathways earlier in their educa-
tion.

The board later approved 
new navy and gold signage for 
the middle school and heard 
plans to adjust the driver traffic 
flow through Ossian Elemen-
tary. The preschool curriculum 

By JONATHAN SNYDER
An official job description 

for the Wells County Economic 
Development Director position 
was approved by the Board of 
Public Works and Safety on Tues-
day.

The need comes after former 
Executive Director Chad Kline’s 
resignation April 12. An offer has 
since been extended to an individ-
ual, but no hire has been made.

Additionally, two nuisance dog 
items were discussed by the board. 

A timeline of Brandy Singleton’s 
nuisance dog order was presented 
by the Wells County Animal Shel-
ter, which included Singleton neu-
tering and microchipping her dog 
according to ordinance standards. 
Singleton, however, has not put in 
the required outdoor enclosure for 
her dog.

Singleton responded that the 
wording of the ordinance was 
unclear to her, which is why the 
outdoor enclosure has not been 
made. Singleton stated that she has 

an indoor enclosure, but the “or” 
clause in the ordinance made her 
believe that the enclosure could be 
indoor or outdoor.

The exact wording of the ordi-
nance, cited by Singleton, is as fol-
lows: “‘Proper Enclosure’ means 
a secure confinement indoors or, 
if outdoors, a secure confinement 
in a locked pen, fenced yard, or 
structure measuring at least 6 feet 
in width, 12 feet in length, and 6 
feet in height.”

The issue has extended since 

the initial aggressive call March 
9, which the board took notice of 
when they decided to give a two 
week extension for Singleton to 
establish an outdoor enclosure. 
Singleton clarified that she is will-
ing to comply, but her confusion 
over the ordinance wording is the 
reason why she is not in compli-
ance.

Furthermore,  the board 
approved Wastewater Department 
Supervisor Tony Fey to look into 
buying a new truck for his person-

nel. Fey stated that they only have 
two vehicles for the wastewater 
plant, leading to his workers wait-
ing for hours at a time for another 
truck to arrive if they need it. Fey 
stated that the expense for the 
truck has been in the department’s 
capital improvement plan for 
about three years and that funds 
are available in their budget.

While Fey requested a half-ton 
crew cab truck, Hunt advised Fey 
to look into options for double cab 

BOW approves Economic Development job description

(Continued on Page 2)
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Bluffton Regional Weather
Wednesday, May 15, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:19 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 70; Low: .59; Precipitation: 0.22 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.36  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast
Today: A 40% chance of showers before 2 p.m. Mostly 

cloudy, with a high near 71. Northeast wind 10 to 15 mph, 
with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 52. Northeast 
wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Thursday: A 20% chance of showers and thunderstorms 
after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 76. Northeast 
wind around 5 mph becoming southeast in the afternoon. 

Thursday Night: A 50% chance of showers and thun-
derstorms, mainly after 8 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 60. South wind around 5 mph. 

Friday: A chance of showers before 11 a.m., then a 
chance of showers and thunderstorms between 11 a.m. and 
2 p.m., then showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
after 2 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 75. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%. New rainfall amounts between a tenth 
and quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in 
thunderstorms. 

Friday Night: Showers likely and possibly a thunder-
storm before 8 p.m., then a chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 8 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 58. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Saturday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms 
before 8 a.m., then a chance of showers between 8 a.m. and 
2 p.m., then a chance of showers and thunderstorms after 2 
p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 78. Chance of precipi-
tation is 30%.

Saturday Night: A chance of thunderstorms before 8 
p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 59. Chance of precipi-
tation is 30%.

Sunday: A 20% chance of showers and thunderstorms 
after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 80.

Sunday Night: A 20% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 60.

Monday: A 30% chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 79.

Monday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 60.
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closed its RediMed location in north-
ern Bluffton. 

According to the release, hospital 
administrators are working with their 
teams to transition non-emergency 
deliveries to other network hospitals. 
LHN will continue to have birth ser-
vices at their locations in Fort Wayne 
and Warsaw, and BRMC will continue 

to serve obstetric emergencies. 
On a larger scale, LHN attributed 

some of the declining rates to national 
trends in fertility.

The release reads: “According to 
the CDC National Center for Health 
Statistics, the 2023 general fertility 
rate in the United States decreased 
by 3% from 2022, reaching a historic 
low and marking the second consecu-

tive year of decline, following a brief 
1% increase from 2020 to 2021. From 
2014 to 2020, the rate consistently 
decreased by 2% annually. These 
downward trends have even greater 
impact in small community hospi-
tals.”

All personnel will be able to transi-
tion to other LHN positions.

holly@news-banner.com

• Awarded a contract 
to VTF Excavation for 
$2,162,023.50. The proj-
ect includes work on Mill 
Street, a clutching system 
and septic relief.

• Awarded a contract 
to VTF Excavation for 
the Baker Drive extension 
project in the amount of 
$497,114.36.

• A $13,450 proposal for 
a stainless steel overhead 
door on the Headworks 
building

• Approved pay applica-
tion number seven to Otten-
weller Contracting for work 

in the town in the amount of 
$8,740.

• Approved payment to 
the Ossian Police Depart-
ment in the amount of $948 
for training, hotel and per 
diem for an officer to com-
plete required defensive tac-
tics training. 

• Approved payment to 
WW Williams for a WWTP 
panel and battery replace-
ment in the amount of 
$9,934.26 

• Approved a motion 
to pass Pena’s Mechanical 
Contracting as a CF-1 prop-
erty.

sydney@news-banner.com

was also approved, and 
the board learned the pre-
schools should qualify as 
an On My Way Pre-K by 
the fall. This state designa-
tion allows the school to 
receive preschool vouchers 
and funding.

Also during the meeting, 
the board:

• Declared Norwell Mid-
dle School timpani drums, 
teacher desks, student desks 
and lockers as “no value” 
items for the district. 

• Recognized resigna-
tions from LES treasurer 
Crystal Payton, OES special 
education assistant Aman-
da Parkhill, OES teaching 
assistant Addison Berich, 
and Ashley Daub and Kim 
Sandstrom in food service.

• Approved employment 
recommendations for James 
LaRowe as NHS varsity 
wrestling coach, Mallory 
Falls as LES Bobcat Care 

assistant, Shelby Schaufel-
berger as NHS teaching 
assistant, Cherie Harris as 
LES Title 1 teaching assis-
tant beginning next school 
year and Elle Misch as NMS 
volunteer girls’ volleyball 
coach. 

• Accepted donations of 
$5,000 from the Dr. Harry 
Brickley Farm Founda-
tion for FFA scholarships, 
$700 from Park Commu-
nity Church for lunches, 
$500 from the Wells County 
Foundation from the Nor-
well Community School 
Fund for a Kings Island trip 
and Nursing TV, $300 gift 
card from Psi Iota Xi for 
NMS art, and $300 from 
Psi Iota Xi for LES art room 
supplies. 

• Approved a field trip 
request from NHS Cheer to 
stay at Great Wolf Lodge 
in Mason, Ohio, from July 
8-11. 

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)
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Ossian council

Norwell 

Board of Works
trucks, which are slightly 
smaller and potentially less 
expensive. Fey stated in his 
request that the truck would 
be primarily used for out of 
town expeditions, and for 
testing at sites with signifi-
cant snow drifts. Fey accept-
ed the board’s suggestion 
and will look for options to 
bring to the board.

Additionally, the board 
approved Bluffton NOW!’s 
request to reserve park-
ing spots for two events 
throughout the summer 
months. They reserved 
spaces for the Parlor City 
Market event, held on Sat-
urday mornings from 9 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. and for Music 
On the Plaza concerts, held 
June 21, July 19, Aug. 8 and 
Sept. 5.

Audry Dudley, represent-
ing Bluffton NOW!, stated 
that they wish to block 
spaces on the north side of 

the parlor city and court-
house plazas. Dudley stated 
that Bluffton NOW! will 
provide their own cones to 
block the spaces and that 
will block areas on an ‘as 
needed’ basis. Dudley also 
requested that Walnut Street 
be closed from 4:30 p.m. 
until 10:30 p.m. on concert 
days for public safety when 
they cross Walnut Street.

A water adjustment dis-
cussion was held for Wayne 
Monticue on 403 East Cen-
tral St. Monticue’s April bill 
saw an unexplained rise in 
usage. Utility Supervisor 
Jon Oman stated that they 
changed and tested the water 
meter and it passed tests. 
While there were no leaks 
detected, the water usage has 
inexplicably returned to nor-
mal rates for May. 

Monticue stated that he 
does not know where the 
water went or even if it 
went. He accepted Oman’s 

statement that the meter 
passed testing and both 
of them agree they do not 
know how more water got 
used up. Board member 
Scott Mentzer stated that 
these mysterious circum-
stances are difficult to navi-
gate, as the lack of infor-
mation means they do not 
know how to keep treatment 
equal among everyone.

Mentzer stated that if 
there is no identifiable leak, 
there is no way to tell if the 
water was treated by the 
wastewater plant. Normally 
if there is a leak, the board 
gives the sewer upcharge 
back to the property owner 
as credit while also crediting 
half of the excess water bill 
beyond the normal monthly 
consumption.

Mentzer and the board 
gave Monticue the benefit 
of the doubt and decided to 
credit half of his water bill, 
but did not adjust any of his 

increased sewer rates.
Water Treatment Plant 

Supervisor Todd Shady also 
presented his annual water 
quality and consumer con-
fidence report to the board. 
Shady noted that this report, 
containing the regulated con-
taminants detected through-
out the year, will be mailed 
out today to residents. 

The board also approved 
the following personnel 
changes:

• Wastewater Department 
Assistant Plant Supervisor 
Bill Vaughn and Wastewater 
Department Lab Technician 
Erin Pezo was given a $1 
hourly raise.

• Kierstin Krueger has 
been hired as a summer 
intern at the Wells County 
Animal Shelter.

• Zack Turner has been 
hired by the Street Depart-
ment as a truck driver and 
laborer.

jonathan@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Indiana hospital prices 8th-highest in nation
By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

U.S. Sen. Mike Braun — the 
Republican nominee for Indiana gov-
ernor — made a surprise appearance 
at the National Healthcare Price Trans-
parency Conference Monday, earning 
recognition for his work on health care 
price transparency on the federal level.

Conference emcee Gloria Sachdev, 
the president and CEO of Employers’ 
Forum of Indiana, presented both Braun 
and fellow U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders 
of Vermont with an award recognizing 
them as “Champions of Healthcare Price 
Transparency.” The two, at opposite 
ends of the political spectrum, worked 
together on a measure to tackle transpar-
ency for hospital and insurer pricing. 

“This is reforming the system, not 
more government spending on it,” 
Braun said. “I’ll keep pushing hard for 
the five months or so that I’ve got left 
(in Congress). Hopefully we‘ll see that 
maybe cascade further. If not — and if 
I’m successful in November(‘s general 
election) — I’m going to be the most 
entrepreneurial governor the country’s 
ever seen on fixing health care.”

Braun’s appearance coincided 
with the release of the latest hospi-
tal prices study by the RAND Corp., 
a think tank, which found Indiana’s 
hospital prices were 8th-highest in the 
nation. Also on Monday, the Employ-
ers’ Forum of Indiana launched Sage 
Transparency 2.0, a dashboard pro-
viding cost breakdowns and revenue 
information for hospitals. 

The Indianapolis conference drew 
nearly 200 in-person attendees and 
dozens more online, with speakers like 
entrepreneur and venture capitalist Mark 
Cuban, national accountant experts, 
state legislators and patient advocates. 
The forum, which hosts the conference, 
seeks to improve health care transparen-
cy, prices and quality with an emphasis 
on the value for employers. 

Indiana’s hospital lobbying organi-
zation continued to push back against 
the RAND analysis, pointing to its 
own data on thin — or even nega-
tive — hospital margins and saying 
the study’s data provided a “distorted” 
view of prices in Indiana. 

“We’ve been rather consistent (with 

criticism) about the RAND reports in 
that they are presented, I think, without 
the proper context and usually with an 
agenda,” Indiana Hospital Association 
President Brian Tabor  told the Capital 
Chronicle. “When you look at the total-
ity of what employers spend for medical 
services and health care services with 
our hospitals and health systems, you 
have to take into account that we have 
massive subsidies and financial losses 
associated with providing physicians.”

Tabor said the study didn’t include 
the entirety of spending on hospital and 
health system services, which would 
actually put Indiana in the middle of 
states in terms of costs nationwide. 

He also said Monday’s presenta-
tions “(beat) up on hospitals, particu-
larly health systems,” without provid-
ing solutions or acknowledging the 
full context of Indiana’s low Medicaid 
reimbursement rates. 

Price data and information
The biggest takeaway from the 

RAND study was that employers paid, 
on average, two-and-a-half times more 
than Medicare prices — a federally set 
number that is supposed to be close to 
a “breakeven” number for providers 
giving care. 

But Chris Whaley, one of the 
RAND researchers and a professor at 
Brown University, noted that there is 
a lot of variation between states and 
within states but Indiana’s prices still 
ranked high even when compared with 
its neighbors. For example, Michigan’s 
prices compared to Medicare hovered 
below 200% while Indiana was closer 
to 300%, on average. 

“(We) collectively spend about $1.5 
trillion on health care, with the larg-
est chunk of the pie — half a trillion 
dollars — going towards hospitals,” 
Whaley said. “… hospital care, over 
the last few decades, has increased … 
by over 200%.”

Whaley said the purpose of the study 
was to give employers information on 
prices negotiated on their behalf. The 
analysis then compares prices at more 
than 4,000 hospitals and 4,000 ambula-
tory surgical centers with Medicare.

“Without both price transparency and 
market competition, it’s not possible to 
have an efficient market-based health 

care system. And so, if we’re going to 
keep relying on markets in the United 
States for health care, we need to have 
both greater transparency and improved 
market competition,” Whaley said. 

The key driver to prices appeared 
to be the percentage of market share 
a hospital system had in its area, not 
its quality or payer mix. That means 
hospitals with high low-income popu-
lations on government insurance pro-
grams fared no better or worse than 
their counterparts. 

The lack of market competition is a 
problem in nearly every corner of the 
country, according to Whaley’s analy-
sis, and state legislators have been 
interested in exploring the impacts of 
monopolies on Indiana’s markets. 

Braun said that “sooner or later the 
(Federal Trade Commission) will get 
involved” when it comes to monopo-
lies, stressing that he “(doesn’t) want 
the government meddling in anything 
other than keeping the markets com-
petitive and fair.”

“… It’ll come apart,” Braun told 
attendees. “I’ve told CEOs of drug 
companies and hospitals, ‘You better 
start embracing (pushes for reform) or 
otherwise Bernie Sanders will run your 
business someday.”

Hospitals, however, say they’re 
struggling.

A recent analysis from Kaufman 
Hall promoted by the hospital asso-
ciation found that Indiana’s hospitals 
had just a 1% operating margin in 
2023, compared to national margins 
of 2.3%. Indiana hospital profits grew 
more sluggishly than their peers while 
expenses grew faster.

That directly contradicts what 
another Monday presentation from the 
National Academy for State Health Pol-
icy found. Its presentation, with a focus 
on its Hospital Cost Tool, found that 
Indiana’s hospitals had higher median 
net profits than the national average. 

Tabor said that presentation relied 
on information from Medicare cost 
reports, rather than audited financial 
data. But presenter Marilyn Bartlett 
with NASHP said the audited finan-
cial statements don’t provide the same 
breakdown for each hospital like 
Medicare cost reports do.



By LESLIE
BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chron-
icle Tax revenue to Indiana’s 
General Fund tumbled more 
than 12% below projections 
last month, according to the 
latest state revenue report.

The fund took in about 
$2.7 billion during April, 
or $393 million less than 
expected in a December 
state revenue forecast.

But the fund is still keep-
ing pace year-to-date, with 
collections $23 million or 
0.1% greater than forecast-
ed.

A decline in individual 
income tax collections con-
tributed to the monthly miss. 
The state received $1.5 bil-
lion instead of $1.8 billion, 
falling $300 million — or 
17% — short of predictions.

In commentary, the 
State Budget Agency noted 
that taxpayers have for the 

last year been adjusting to 
2023 legal changes, result-
ing in “unusual payment 
timing.”

“Various timing factors 
impact this month’s with-
holdings and other individ-
ual income tax collections. 
The below-mentioned per-
formance in withholdings 
and other individual income 
tax collections should be 
interpreted within the per-
spective of total individual 
income tax collections and 
within the fiscal year-to-date 
trend,” the agency wrote. 
“These factors are projected 
to fully normalize over the 
coming months and month-
to-month variations may 
still occur.”

The state is still $87 mil-
lion, or 1%, ahead of indi-
vidual income tax projec-
tions year-to-date.

Lower corporate tax col-
lections also played a role. 

The state took in about $201 
million, or about 33%, less 
than anticipated.

“Differences relative to 
monthly estimates are like-
ly as various factors may 
impact monthly revenue 
activity including payment 
and refund timing, late pay-
ments, and more,” the agen-
cy wrote. “Corporate tax 
collections should be inter-
preted within the fiscal year-

to-date trend.”
But year-to-date, they’re 

still down nearly 12% from 
expectations.

April is a key month for 
both individual income and 
corporate taxes because it’s 
one of four quarterly dead-
line months. Year-over-year 
comparisons in both are 
complicated by a variety of 
legal changes, per the agen-
cy.
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Police NotebookDolores “Dee” G. Hedrick, 77
Dolores “Dee” G. Hedrick, 77, 

of Bluffton, passed away Monday 
evening, May 13, 2024, at Luther-
an Hospital in Fort Wayne.

Dee was born Jan. 5, 1947, in 
Bluffton to John R. and Madeline 
(Bowman) Mosure. She graduated 
from Lancaster High School in 
1965. Dee had a lifelong career 
at Scott’s grocery, working for 
many years in Bluffton, before 
retiring from Scott’s in Coventry. 
She loved spending time with 
family and her grandchildren, who lovingly called her 
“Grandma Dee.”

On March 19, 1965, Dee and Billy Hedrick were mar-
ried in Uniondale. They celebrated 59 years of marriage 
together.

Survivors include her husband, Billy; and their two 
children, David (Tabitha) Hedrick and Patty (Kyle) Ran-
dall, all of Bluffton; along with her two grandchildren, 
Kadence (Dallas) Fyffe and Kollin Randall; and two 
great-grandchildren. 

She is preceded in death by her parents.
Funeral services will take place at 10:30 a.m. Fri-

day, May 17, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral 
Home in Bluffton, with Dewey Randall officiating. Burial 
will follow at Six Mile Cemetery in Bluffton. Visitation 
will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day and for one hour prior to the service at the funeral 
home.

Memorials may be made to Heart to Heart Hospice 
and directed to the funeral home. Funeral arrange-
ments have been entrusted to the care of the Lemler 
family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton. 
Friends can send online condolences to the family at 
www.thomarich.com.

Rochelle E. Walburn, 77
Rochelle E. Walburn, 77, of Bluffton, passed away 

Friday morning, May 10, 2024, at Coventry Meadows 
Assisted Living in Fort Wayne.

Rochelle was born in Huntington on Nov. 6, 1946, to 
Donald B. and Evelyn C. (Gordon) Lenwell. She married 
Ronald M. Walburn in Bluffton on Feb. 14, 1965. Ron 
preceded her in death on Nov. 25, 2019.

Survivors include a son, Kevin Walburn of Uniondale; 
a brother, Ron (Pam) Lenwell of Markle; two sisters, 
Rita Kovach of Bloomington and Robin (Brad) Shake of 
Goldengate, Fla.; a brother, Frank (Claudia) Lenwell of 
Germany; along with three grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

In addition to her parents and husband, Rochelle was 
preceded in death by a son, Daniel B. Walburn; and a 
brother, Gary Lenwell.

Per Rochelle’s request, there are no services planned 
at this time. Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial Cha-
pel in Bluffton has been entrusted with the arrange-
ments.

Online condolences may be made at www.goodwin-
caleharnish.com.

Willis U. Prichard, 92
Willis U. Prichard, 92, passed away Monday evening, 

May 13, 2024, in Bluffton at his residence.
Funeral arrangements are pending with Goodwin 

– Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel 3220 East SR 124 
Bluffton, IN.

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us
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Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
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& Service
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Custom
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1308 S. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON
824-0418 • WWW.BLUFFTONTIRE.COM

BLUFFTON TIRE INC.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:30

$5998
WITH TAX

SYNTHETIC BLEND 
OIL CHANGE

Plus  a FULL  Auto Health Check Up!
SENT TO YOUR PHONE!

NO ONE ELSE OFFERS THIS!

TACO 
HEAVEN

Fri, May 17 • 4 - 7pm • Sat, May 18  • 11am - 6pm
Behind River of Hope Church .

1224 W Central • Bluff ton  . 

Fri, May 17 • 4 - 7pm 

Follow us on Facebook @ROHBlu� ton for updates

INCIDENTS
County:
Monday, 12:43 p.m., East 

350 North and North S.R. 1, 
Bluffton. Report of an acci-
dent between postal truck 
and car.

Monday, 2:11 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Report of elec-
tronic harassment.

Monday, 9:00 p.m., West 
S.R. 124 and North 100 
West, Bluffton. Driver cited 
for speeding 70 in a 55 mph 
zone.

Monday, 11:50 p.m., 
1000 West Hancock Street, 
Uniondale. Juvenile report-
ed a needle out in front of 
house while walking. Offi-
cer disposed of needle and 

cited the teen for being out-
side past curfew. Mother 
asked about weekend cur-
few hours, officer advised 
her to research the Indiana 
curfew statute before send-
ing her son outside late at 
night.

Tuesday, 1:52 a.m., 
North Main Street and East 
300 North, Bluffton. Driver 
arrested for driving while 
suspended.

Tuesday, 3:06 a.m., 2000 
East 200 South, Bluffton. 
Officer conducted traffic 
stop on vehicle speeding, 
swerving, and failing to stop 
at several stop signs. Driver 
refused to exit vehicle ini-
tially and stated that it would 

be bad if he did. SWAT team 
requested while driver con-
templated writing a suicide 
note. Driver stated he want-
ed his meds and would step 
outside of the vehicle at 3:51 
a.m. when he was then taken 
to Bluffton Regional Medi-
cal Center.

Monday, 9:27 a.m., Wells 
County Jail. Officer removed 
two .22s from residence at 
callers request.

Monday, 10:40 a.m., East 
100 South and S.R. 201, 
Bluffton. Report of grass all 
over the road.

ACCIDENTS
County:
 Monday, 12:43 p.m., 

S.R. 1 and 350 North. 

Penny Buzzard, 54, War-
ren, was attempting to 
make a right-hand turn 
while del ivering mail 
when Kevin Romero, 30, 
Fort Wayne, collided with 
the rear end of her USPS 
truck with his Chevrolet 
Cruz. Damages did not 
exceed $10,000.

ARRESTS
Matthew Lewis Cassenta, 

40, Bluffton; domestic bat-
tery and strangulation, both 
Level 5 felonies, and intimi-
dation, a Level 6 felony. No 
bond set.

Maria G. Diaz Guzman, 
28, Bluffton; driving while 
suspended, a Class A misde-
meanor.

Legion to host monthly dinner Friday
The American Post Legion 111 will hold its monthly din-

ner from 5-7 p.m. on Friday, May 17, at the Post home at 
111 W. Washington St. in Bluffton. 

The meal will be smoked Ossian pork chop with baked 
beans, cheesy potatoes and peaches. Tickets cost $12 and 
are available the Post canteen. There will also be a bake sale 
to benefit veterans.

Ouabache State Park
4830 E SR 201, Bluffton, IN 46714, 260-724-0926
Interpretive Naturalist: Lydia Ade
Friday, May 17: Adventure Packs—pick up one at the 

Park Office and explore what Ouabache has to offer. Prizes 
available for participants.

Saturday, May 18:
10 a.m. Weed Wrangle & Bison Feeding (meet at the 

Bison Pen).
Weed Wrangles are a fun way to learn to identify and 

remove invasive plants to beautify the park. Target Spe-
cies are Bush Honeysuckle, Blunt Leaf Privet and Autumn 
Olive. Parking and registration will be at the Red Barn at the 
park entrance. Tools will be available or bring your favorite 
hand pruning tools (no chain saws). Dress for the weather 
wearing long sleeves, long pants and closed toed shoes. 
Hats, gloves, bug spray and sunscreen are advised.) Spon-
sored by Friends of Ouabache State Park, with more details 
available at friendsofouabache@gmail.com

2 p.m. Hiking Stick Decorating—meeting at the Camp-
ground Shelter to decorate a hiking stick to celebrate Kids to 
Parks Day. Sticks will be provided or bring your own. Hik-
ing medallions available for purchase at the Park Office.

Sunday, May 18: 10 a.m.: Lake Hike meeting at the 
Lakeview Shelter for a hike around Kunkel Lake. Trail 4 is 
three miles long and will likely take about an hour and a half.

Interpretive programs at Ouabache

Lawmakers to examine AI, Medicaid costs and more
By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
When Indiana lawmakers next con-

verge upon the Statehouse for interim 
committee meetings, they’ll take on 
artificial intelligence, Medicaid spend-
ing and more — but won’t take anoth-
er look at marijuana.

Hoosier legislative sessions start 
in January and run to March or April, 
depending on the year. In between, 
lawmakers spend time learning about 
specific topics, then deliver reports to 
their colleagues summarizing any find-
ings or bill proposals.

“During the interim we look to our 
study committees to take deep dives 
into hot-button policy issues and deter-
mine what, if any, legislation should be 
pursued during the upcoming session,” 
House Speaker Todd Huston said in a 
news release. “There are a broad range 
of topics on deck for the summer, and 
we’ll keep our focus on doing what’s 
right by Hoosier taxpayers and build-
ing on Indiana’s tremendous economic 
momentum.”

The Legislative Council released 
topics Tuesday.

Marijuana is not among them, 
unlike in prior interim lists. Biparti-
san efforts to decriminalize and legal-
ize marijuana have repeatedly failed 
to gain traction at the Statehouse, 
though in 2023 a House committee 
chose to hear testimony for the first 
time.

AI, however, will see more focus. 
Lawmakers made some related moves 
last session but they’ll take a deeper 
dive in a dedicated committee over the 
interim.

Members will study the technol-
ogy, assess benefits and risks to the 
state and how state AI use might affect 
Hoosiers. Then, they’ll develop rec-
ommendations for how to use AI to 
“achieve greater operational perfor-

mance and efficiency of government 
services.”

In an education committee — 
which, notably, was missing from 
the list last interim — members will 
examine the impact of absenteeism 
on students and school funding dis-
tributions, as well as “school disci-
pline related to creating a safe envi-
ronment and improving educational 
access.”

In a child services committee, 
they’ll review reports from state and 
local child fatality review teams, as 
well as from the Department of Child 
Services, about child safety.

They’ll also begin preparing for the 
upcoming budget session in earnest, 
through the fiscal policy committee. 
That body is charged with reviewing 
tax expenditure reports “for prepara-
tion and consideration” of the budget, 
as well as multi-year reviews of tax 
incentives and workforce-related pro-
grams.

Other topics will also play into the 
budget.

Medicaid, for example, is taking up 
a growing chunk of the state’s budget. 
Lawmakers have grown increasingly 
worried about rising Medicaid costs, 
particularly after the Indiana Fam-
ily and Social Services Administration 
reported a $1 billion forecasting error 
in December.

They reauthorized the Medicaid 
Oversight Committee last session, and 
it’ll meet again to review, consider 
and make recommendations concern-
ing the low-income government health 
care program.

Medicaid is an entitlement program, 
meaning that people who meet the eli-
gibility requirements have the right to 
enroll in coverage. States pay part of 
the bill, though the federal government 
pays for the bulk of expenses, but state 
can also narrow coverage options to 

cut costs.
Several ambitious, two-year efforts 

will also continue.
One is the State and Local Tax 

Review Task Force, which lawmakers 
hope to use to overhaul or even ditch 
some taxes. It’s charged with exam-
ining the state’s near- and long-term 
financial outlook, debt, pension fund-
ing, a lengthy list of tax types and 
more.

Another is the Funding Indiana’s 
Roads for a Stronger, Safer Tomor-
row Task Force, which was also reau-
thorized last session after a years-long 
retirement.

Indiana’s road funding money 
comes largely from motor fuel taxes, 
but that revenue expected to drop as 
cars become more fuel efficient and 
Hoosiers opt for electric vehicles. 
Lawmakers and transportation experts 
will reconvene to figure out how to 
finance the state’s future infrastructure 
needs.

Some lawmakers critiqued the 
interim topic list.

Sen. Shelli Yoder, D-Bloomington, 
said she was “extremely disappointed” 
the study topics didn’t include environ-
mental issues, and highlighted water 
resource management as a specific 
concern.

“When we talk about healthcare 
and health outcomes, jobs, affordable 
housing, infrastructure — these are 
all issues underpinned by the qual-
ity of our natural environment and the 
resources it provides us,” Yoder said 
in a news release. “We cannot expect 
continued economic growth and pros-
perity for Hoosiers without protecting 
our natural resources — and we will 
continue to face poor qualities of place 
until Legislators give these topics the 
proper time and energy. An interim 
study committee on the environment is 
the least we could do.”

Indiana tax changes drive General Fund expectation miss
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By The Associated Press 
Today is Wednesday, 

May 15, the 136th day of 
2024. There are 230 days 
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History: On May 15, 1948, 
hours after declaring its 
independence, the new state 
of Israel was attacked by 
Transjordan, Egypt, Syria, 
Iraq and Lebanon.

On this date:
In 1862, President Abra-

ham Lincoln signed an act 
establishing the Department 
of Agriculture.

In 1928, the Walt Disney 
cartoon character Mickey 
Mouse appeared for the 
first time in front of a public 
audience in a test screening 
of the short “Plane Crazy.” 
(Mickey made his for-
mal screen debut with the 

release of “Steamboat Wil-
lie” six months later.)

In 1967, the U.S. 
Supreme Court, in its unani-
mous In re Gault decision, 
ruled that juveniles accused 
of crimes were entitled 
to the same due process 
afforded adults.

In 1970, just after mid-
night, Phillip Lafayette 
Gibbs and James Earl 
Green, two Black students 
at Jackson State College in 
Mississippi, were killed as 
police opened fire during 
student protests.

In 1972, Alabama Gov. 
George C. Wallace was shot 
and left paralyzed while 
campaigning for president 
in Laurel, Maryland, by 
Arthur H. Bremer, who 
served 35 years for attempt-
ed murder.

Today in History
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I had been brooding about this for 
some time now and, in a particularly 
dark moment, determined to never 
vote again.

It may have been the better side of 
my nature that eventually overcame 
my psychological sturm und drang or 
it simply may have been intellect over 
emotion that resolved me.

I am not normally a negative or 
pessimistic person but my attitude 
could not withstand a barrage of nega-
tive advertising, the total lack of qual-
ity in the two presumptive 
major party nominees for 
president and the clown 
show performed daily 
in the halls of Congress. 
Even cheerful people can 
become depressed.

The primary ballot in Indiana and in my home county, 
Allen, offered several hotly contested races, if “contested” 
can be quantified by the number of candidates running. 
The Republican primary offered six options for governor 
and eight for third district congressman. Republicans cer-
tainly had a choice, several choices in fact.

Thus, the horrendous amount of negative advertising 
on TV and in the mail. I think I received at least one 
negative postcard every day and multiples each day as 
May 7 neared. 

I learned, to my disgust, who was behind several of 
these attacking the presumed leader in one of the elec-
tions. Yes, it was an out-of-state organization and yes, 
it was funded by some powerful political interests. That 
was no surprise.

What I found interesting in a morbid way was the 
manner in which one of these postcards took a techni-
cally true fact and distorted its context to such an extent 
that it represented an outright lie. One who bases his 
or her entire knowledge of the candidate on this single 
postcard will think that the candidate believes the com-
plete opposite of what he truly believes. To my simple 
way of thinking, that constitutes lying.

Why would these political action committees pour 
so much money into untruthful advertising? Do they 
have such a low opinion of the average voter to think 
this effective? Obviously the answer is yes. They have 
taken our measure and we have come up short. They 
view us as the “Animal Farm” sheep, obediently bleat-
ing on command. It must work or this amorphous “they” 
wouldn’t dump this much cash into this kind of advertis-
ing. That says more about us than about them.

It is no wonder that there are multiple grassroots 
reform groups springing up optimistically proposing 
changes in our election system. Some look to break the 
stranglehold of the two major parties by electoral chang-
es that offer a real chance to third-party candidates. 
Others propose changes such as open primaries and 
ranked-choice voting to reduce the power of the extreme 
wings of both parties in the nomination process. And 
hopes spring eternal in the breast of the Convention of 
States movement which wants to amend the Constitution 
as a means of making the federal government more 
accountable.

The dishonest attacks on the candidate motivated me 
to go to the polls as my conscience insisted. Edmund 
Burke’s comment about what is necessary for the tri-
umph of evil — that good men do nothing — may have 
been what pressed my conscience into action.

And so I voted again this year, just like I have voted 
in every primary and general election since I turned 21. 
It may seem like my vote doesn’t matter, which may be 
mathematically true but metaphysically wrong. Where is 
the tipping point if lots of us think that? And what moral 
authority do we as citizens have if we don’t vote, no 
matter how unappealing the choices presented?

Democracy depends on an informed and interested 
citizenry, which presents a conundrum. It seems to me at 
least that the informed have lost interest and the interest-
ed are becoming less informed. Perhaps we have made it 
too easy to be either uninformed or disinterested or both. 
I blame 24-hour cable news networks for our malaise, 
but that is too easy although still fair.

The primaries are past and I have six months to wal-
low in cynicism again. Then, come November, Edmund 
Burke will prick my conscience once more and I will 
dutifully drive to the neighborhood church where my 
precinct votes. I will arrive at 6 a.m. when the polls 
open, probably standing in a cold rain as is the weather’s 
wont on election days. That physical misery will actu-
ally work to confirm why I am standing in the rain in 
the dark — because it is my right as a citizen to do so, a 
right I intend to defend. 

And how did that local race turn out, the one the out-
of-state PAC spent hundreds of thousands to influence? 
Their targeted candidate won anyway. They wasted all 
that money which might have been used in a positive 
cause to elect a good candidate somewhere else. Too bad 
for them.

Mark Franke, an adjunct scholar of the Indiana Policy Review, 
is formerly an associate vice chancellor at 

Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne. 

Well, I voted last Tuesday

Hoosier
Opinions

Mark
Franke

Time was, presidential years featured 
solemn sermonettes about the citizen’s duty 
to vote, and the virtue of prodding the apa-
thetic to plod, even if sullenly, to the polls. 
There has, however, always been a twofold 
difficulty with such civic piety: Even in 
normal times — remember those? — there 
was no such duty. And hectoring the unin-
terested and indifferent to express their 
opinions with ballots must lower the caliber 
of election results.

This is not a normal time. Granted, 
scores of millions of Americans normally 
— and reasonably — think their political 
options should be much better: The memory of man 
runneth not to a time when voters exclaimed, “What 
a divine presidential choice we have this year!” Still, 
2024 is so abnormal, consider, without necessarily 
embracing, an argument in defense of principled non-
voting. Plainly put, the argument is: Elections register 
opinions. Abstaining from voting can express a public-
spirited and potentially consequential opinion.

Regarding the supposed duty to vote, the right and 
ability to ignore politics is an attribute of a good soci-
ety. (Totalitarian societies forbid not participating in 
the enveloping politics.) As for the supposed duty to 
become satisfactorily informed:

Polls showed that in 1964, two years after the 
Cuban missile crisis, only 38 percent of Americans 
knew that the Soviet Union was not a NATO member. 
In 2006, only 42 percent could name the government’s 
three branches. The average American works harder 
at being informed when choosing a refrigerator than 
when picking a president.

Many nonvoters’ inertia reflects rational ignorance: 
The chance of any person’s vote affecting an election 
result is vanishingly small, so why bother? In most 
years, the disposition of most states’ electoral votes is 
not in doubt (this year, in perhaps at least 40 states), so 
why bother?

Writing in the Financial Times, Simon Kuper 
notes that the number of U.S. newspaper journalists 
has shrunk by two-thirds since 2005. That in 2023, 
for the first time, cable and broadcast TV combined 
accounted for less than half of U.S. television viewing. 
And that news is less than 3 percent of what users see 
on Facebook. Politicians are losing what Kuper calls 
the competition in “the attention economy”: “Why let 
journalists you don’t trust tell you about politicians 
you don’t trust?”

Still, voting gives the emotional satisfaction of 

participation in a national moment of shared 
responsibility and common purpose. This 
is one reason to regret the transformation of 
Election Day into Election Month — or more. 
This year, however, some might consider 
forgoing the satisfaction of voting to send the 
parties a message.

Competing but complacent manufactur-
ers of a particular product — think automo-
biles; think the late 1950s to the mid-1960s 
— sometimes ignore consumer preferences. 
Remember the mercifully short life (1957-
1959) of the Ford Motor Co.’s Edsel? This 
clunky chrome-laden, more-of-the-same 

sedan arrived just as something radically different — 
the Volkswagen Beetle — began to find customers: 
In 1959, the year of the Edsel’s internment (sales: 
44,891), 120,422 Beetles were sold in the United 
States, en route to a peak of 569,182 in 1970, by 
which time its success had produced competitive 
emulators.

This year, many millions of voters so intensely dis-
like one or the other of the two major candidates, fury 
will propel them to the polls. But suppose bipartisan 
disappointment propelled millions to boycott the elec-
tion? Imagine a dramatic upsurge in nonvoting that 
was explainable as a principled protest.

This could not be measured in exit polls because 
nonvoters do not enter the polls. But talented psephol-
ogists should be able to find a way to measure, from 
the mass of eligible voters, the size of a cohort that 
abstained because of thoughtful disgust.

In 1948, the first presidential election after World 
War II and Franklin D. Roosevelt’s four elections, with 
the Cold War beginning, turnout might have soared. 
Actually, at 52.2 percent of eligible voters, it was the 
second-lowest of the past 80 years. (The lowest was 
51.7 percent in the 1996 contest between President 
Bill Clinton and Sen. Robert Dole.) Much the highest 
turnout since World War II was 66.6 percent in 2020, 
the highest since 1904. It was 6.5 points above 2016, 
a result of pro- and anti-Donald Trump passions. High 
turnout is a more reliable indicator of national dyspep-
sia than of civic health.

It might be a constructive signal to both parties 
if, for the first time in a century, more than half the 
electorate would not vote. (Only 48.9 percent voted in 
1924.) Voters’ eloquent abstention would say that they 
will return to the political marketplace when offered 
something better than a choice between two Edsels.

georgewill@washpost.com

George
Will

In defense of not voting

Trump outdoes himself with crude language
If you are the parent of 

young children, are you 
OK with your kids hearing 
former President Donald 
Trump’s language and put-
downs, like the ones at his 
rally last Saturday in Wild-
wood, New Jersey?

One can hear a kid justi-
fying his or her own swear-
ing: “If Trump can talk like 
that, why can’t I?” Is this the 
way we want our children 
to be raised? They will learn 
swear words soon enough 
(and hopefully control their use of 
them or eschew them altogether).

There was a time when we were 
taught to respect those in author-
ity and use acceptable language. I 
remember my grandmother once 
admonishing me when I said some-
thing “nice young men don’t say in 
public.” The words that offended her 
were “toilet paper.”

Trump’s cursing was the perfect 
finish to a week that included the 
salacious testimony by porn actress 
Stormy Daniels at his trial. I under-
stand he is frustrated by a trial that 
seems to him, and many others, like a 
political hit, but that doesn’t justify a 
potty mouth.

On television, in movies, in cer-
tain mean and increasingly upscale 
streets, men and women are using 
language that in the words of Profes-
sor Henry Higgins “would make a 
sailor blush.” Where is what used to 

be called decorum? Need 
a definition of decorum? 
It is “ dignified propriety 
of behavior, speech, dress, 
etc.” Synonyms include 
politeness and dignity. 
None of these are reflected 
in Trump’s demeanor.

Decorum once included 
men who muted them-
selves in front of “ladies.” 
Now too many ladies 
are using curse words in 
public. Men and women 

chanted “bulls**t” at the 
Trump rally. Trump called President 
Biden a “moron” and mocked his 
way of walking. He said s**t more 
than once. You stay classy, Donald.

Trump uses Hell as a curse word 
with increasing frequency. Does he 
believe in Hell? Does he believe in 
Heaven and know how to get there? 
His fervent evangelical supporters, 
some of whom bizarrely claim he 
shares their faith, should ask him.

The number of people who ignore, 
or justify his behavior is astounding. 
They have made a bargain with the 
political devils for whom power and 
results, not character, are supreme. 
Yes, President Biden occasionally 
uses bad language and has his own 
character flaws. He disobeys teach-
ings of his Catholic church on abor-
tion and other issues, but his “absolu-
tion” — largely from the media — is 
different from what Trump receives 
from his followers.

Trump probably sees the tens of 
thousands who attended his New 
Jersey rally as justification for his 
behavior. Trump said President Biden 
couldn’t draw anything close to that 
number, railed against his New York 
City trial, and questioned for the 
umpteenth time the 2020 election 
results. Trump’s fans appear willing 
to believe anything he says. That also 
goes for Biden, who lied numerous 
times during a recent CNN interview.

Maybe it’s generational, but isn’t 
behavior objectively and eternally 
right or wrong? We seem to be trying 
to have it both ways. Curse words 
are bad when used by a politician we 
dislike but are ignored, even praised, 
when one approves of a politician. 
Here’s a test: Try cursing in church 
if you want to know if all behavioral 
standards have been abandoned.

Perhaps Trump should consult the 
wisdom of our first president. George 
Washington said: “The foolish and 
wicked practice of profane cursing 
and swearing...is a vice so mean and 
low, without any temptation, that 
every man of sense and character 
detests and despises it.”

According to the Association for 
Psychological Science, regular swear-
ing “ is a defining feature of a Type A 
personality. It is negatively correlated 
with conscientiousness, agreeable-
ness, sexual anxiety, and religiosity.”

That seems to accurately define 
Donald Trump.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas
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At the most recent 
Wednesday morning park 
department’s “Snippets” 
class at the Wells County 
Historical Museum the topic 
was the history of the coun-
ty’s American Legion.

Presenting the history 
lesson was Dewey Randall, 
the county’s Veterans Ser-
vice Officer. He began by 
telling of the beginning of 
World War I when it erupt-
ed with the shooting of the 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
in 1914 and the eventual 
involvement of the United 
States in 1917.

This led to the Selective 
Service Act being passed 
in May of 1917, which 
required all males from age 
21 to 30 to sign up.

Among the first men 
from Wells county to enter 
the service was Grover 
Sheets on March 29, 1918. 
He was, the first soldier 
from the county killed on 
Sept. 27, 1918. (The Amer-
ican Legion Post 111 is 
named after Sheets.)

American Legion groups 
came into being by an act 
of Congress on Sept. 10, 
1919 and the national head-
quarters is located in India-
napolis. There are 55 depart-
ments—located in all 50 
states and territories.

The post members here 
met at the Courthouse, 
beginning in 1919 with 
Dr. Fred Metz being the 
first commander. In 1923 
the meeting site moved to 
rooms on the second floor of 
the McAfee building (where 
the former Snug Restaurant 
in the 100 block of West 
Market St. in Bluffton was 
located).

The group met there for 
26 years. Then money was 
raised to build the current 
building at 111 West Wash-
ington St. in 1949. At the 

time dues were $4 per year 
(they now are $50).

 Randall shared infor-
mation from the opening 
brochure for the building’s 
dedication and the names 
of advertisers that no longer 
are in business in the area 
offering congratulations. (It 
was like a trip down mem-
ory lane trying to remember 
where each business had 
been located.)

Currently the Legion 
has 400 members and Bob 
Buehl is their Commander. 
Any veteran who has served 
at least one day of active 
duty since Dec. 7, 1941 is 
eligible to be a member. 
Among the wars they have 
served in are World War I, 
World War II, Korean War 
and the Viet Nam War.

Post 111 also has a 
Ladies Auxiliary and a Sons 
of the American Legion 
group. An Honor Guard also 
is available to play Taps for 
veteran’s funerals.

The Post maintains a 
restaurant, which is open 
to the public. On the third 
Saturday of the month from 
8 to 11 a.m. a fund-raising 
breakfast is held. (A popu-
lar event when the Farmer’s 
Market season begins on 
the Parlor City Plaza by the 
Courthouse.)

Those attending also 
learned that Randall’s office 
is located in the county’s 
office building (the old 
Carnegie Library, across 
the street from the current 
library on West Washington 
St.)

A Tale of Allegory
I decided some time ago to 

announce to my wife that in our 
relationship I am putting myself 
first. In other words, I would be 

securing my 
own position 
financially, 
socially and 
career wise 
without regard 
for her needs.  
I replied to 
her cold stare 
by explain-
ing, quite 
logically, that a 
strong me only 
strengthens 
our marriage, 

and that I understand her needs 
anyway and will naturally look out 
for her.  

Despite the pure intentions of 
my announcement, the cold stare 
intensified. Therefore, I felt it best 
to adjust my strategy to include 
my immediate family.  I began 
calling each of our five children 
to explain that their mother and 
I have decided to put ourselves 
first to mutually benefit them, 
their families, and their futures.  
After all, at some point they each 
will likely inherit a small sum of 
money and for sure all the stuff 
we have in this house.  I asked 

that the grandkids, 
who are all lovely, 
please not ask for 
any more ice cream 
cones or other such 
ephemeral and 
unnecessary gifts.  
I explained, quite 
convincingly, how 
their families will 
ultimately benefit.

For reasons unknown, commu-
nication with my children seemed 
to stop altogether. I decided to 
drop this strategy and expand it 
to the neighborhood instead.  I 
had big yard signs made that 
said, “Ballinger Family First”, 
and posted them on all sides of 
our property. Curious and well-
meaning neighbors asked sheep-
ishly what this meant. Of course, I 
explained how we, the Ballingers, 
were enhancing their fortunes 
through most efficiently manag-
ing our own. While explaining 
this to neighbor Steve one sunny 
day, a very cute and young Girl 
Scout approached and asked if I 
would be so kind as to buy a box 
of thin mints to help support the 
local troop. I just pointed at the 
sign in the yard, and she slouched 
her way to a less sophisticated 
home across the street. The nerve!  
Steve didn’t say much because he 
said he needed to get to church, 

and, get this, he 
said he might 
even discuss my 
philosophy with 
members of his 
congregation. I 
think I made a dif-
ference.

So, I went to 
school where I 

work (it’s just a story) and asked 
to speak at the next faculty meet-
ing. As a courtesy to my valued 
work family, I asked their indul-
gence as I expanded my Me First 
philosophy to the workplace, 
ultimately, for the benefit of our 
students, after all. I thought I 
observed heads nodding as I went 
on to suggest that Bluffton First, 
Wells County First, and Indiana 
First initiatives might be in order.

America First!
The inspiration for my “Me 

First” philosophy has been the 
many political ads that ran non-
stop on television in the month 
preceding last week’s primary 
election. The candidates were all 
Christians. I know this because 
they said so right before they 
stated their allegiance to Don-
ald Trump and then added quite 
proudly that they were America 
First supporters. 

I claim no standing as a histo-
rian, but I do know that America 

First philosophy represents both 
isolationism and nationalism. 
Historically, America First was 
just such a movement in the years 
leading up to World War II. This 
ugly and anti-Semitic movement 
died out when the rest of the 
civilized world demanded that the 
United States, as a moral impera-
tive, help defend the world from 
the despotic Nazis and the nation-
alist members of the Axis pow-
ers. Had we not responded to the 
needs of our allies and neighbors, 
the world would most likely be a 
much darker place today.

As the world’s most powerful 
and richest nation, the world looks 
to the US for stability, protection, 
and as a defender of democracy. I 
do not understand this conflation 
of America First and Christianity.  
Putting oneself or one nation’s 
needs first and above all others 
seems the antithesis of Christian 
behavior to me. But then again, I 
am not a theologian either. Maybe 
someone can explain it to me. 

Here’s the thing: I wrote a 
column last month that was quite 
critical of DT and his follow-
ers. I have been asked by many 
what the response to the piece has 
been. Although my report is only 
anecdotal, I can say that I have 
received overwhelmingly posi-
tive support through emails, text 

messages, cards and especially, 
personal interactions.  

Still, I do not deceive myself 
into believing that those respond-
ing represent most of the commu-
nity. I know where I live. Those in 
agreement are much more likely 
to comment. It is human nature.  
I received only two negative 
responses (both printed as letters 
in the NB), and I support their 
right and willingness to speak.  

As a footnote, one letter writer, 
a self-professed “RIGHT-WING 
EXTREMIST” and current pub-
lic office holder, suggested that I 
leave town. I want the author to 
know that I did duly consider his 
request. However, upon discuss-
ing the possibility of moving away 
with my wife, she replied, “Honey, 
I will miss you, and do you think 
you could finally fix that leaky 
toilet upstairs before you go?”  
Looks like I am staying. 

ken.ballinger@yahoo.com    
———

Editor’s Note: This is one of a series 
of articles and opinions written by a 
group of retired and current teachers 
— LaNae Abnet, Ken Ballinger, Billy 
Kreigh, Kathy Schwartz, and Anna 
Spalding. Their intent is to spur discus-
sions at the dinner table and elsewhere. 
You may also voice your thoughts and 
reactions via The News-Banner’s letters 
to editor.

Ken
Ballinger

For better or worse, it is all about me  

Snippets class hears about the 
history of the American Legion

Dewey Randall, Veterans Service Officer for Wells County 
speaks about the American Legion last week. (Photo by Bar-
bara Barbieri)

Mariah Jensen graduates 
from Cumberlands

WILLIAMSBURG, 
KY - All members of the 
University of the Cumber-
lands family wish to con-
gratulate Mariah Jensen of 
Ossian on their graduation 
from the university.

University of the Cum-
berlands is one of the larg-

est private universities 
in Kentucky. Located in 
Williamsburg, Kentucky, 
Cumberlands is an institu-
tion of regional distinction 
offering quality under-
graduate, graduate, doc-
toral, and online degree 
programs. 

Free admission 
day at Ouabache

In celebration of National 
Travel and Tourism Week, 
all Indiana State Parks will  
have free admission on Sun-
day, May 19.

Loving Shepherd Minis-
tries will host “An Evening 
with Dr. Gary Chapman” on 
Tuesday, June 25, at 5:30 
p.m. at the LSM Event Cen-
ter at 1935 North Main St. 
in Bluffton. 

Chapman is the author 
of more than 50 books. He 
has been a family counselor 
for more than 40 years and 
recently retired after being a 

senior associate for 50 years. 
His talk here will be 

about how to strengthen 
families and vulnerable 
children through the Gos-
pel. A freewill offering will 
be taken to further LSM’s 
impact around the world.

Tickets are now available 
for purchase at $50 per indi-
vidual ($350 for table for 8) 
by calling 260-824-9000.

LSM hosts ‘Evening with Dr. Gary Chapman’

Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumbing Service

#1

•

Get Ready for 
Spring & Summer. 

Call and Schedule a 
Check Up Today!

CO52100004

READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’NEWS-BANNER’S

READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’
CHOICE

Auction Terms & Conditions Real Estate: Tract 1 $10,000 Nonrefundable down payment due at close of auc-
tion, Tract 2 $50,000 Nonrefundable down payment due at close of auction,Tract 3 $15,000 Nonrefundable 
down payment due at close of auction. Possession Of tillable ground upon harvest of 2024 crops, Possession 
of woods to be given day of closing, Closing to be within 45 Days of auction. Buyer to receive 2024 cash rent, 
Taxes prorated to date of closing, A staked survey will be provided, cost of the survey split 50/50 between 
buyer & seller. Title search, title policy, closing cost to be split 50/50 between buyer and seller. Not Sold Sub-
ject to Inspections, Please have inspections done Prior to day of auction Sold AS/IS WHERE/IS. Sold Subject to 
Sellers approval. Not Responsible for accidents. Auctioneers License: Trevor Gray (AU11500020 AC31500055)
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Tract 1: 54 ± Acres Tillable Frontage 
On Both CR 100 S & CR 200 W Zoned 
Agricultural, Liberty Township

Tract 2: 12 ± Acres, 8± Acres Tillable, 
4± Acre Woods, Frontage on 100 S 
& 200 W Zoned Agricultural, Liberty 
Township, Wells County, IN

Tract 3: 24 ± Acres Mostly Woods, 6± 
Tillable, Frontage on CR 200 W, Zoned 
Agricultural, Liberty Township

TO BE SOLD AS INDIVIDUAL 
TRACTS OR ANY COMBINATION

IF
Thursday, May 16th 6:20pm

Friday, May 17th 6pm & 8:30pm
Saturday, May 18th 1pm 
Sensory Saturday Show, 
3:30pm, 6pm, & 8:30pm

Sunday, May 19th 2pm & 4:30pm

The Fall Guy
Thursday, May 16th 6pm
Friday, May 17th 6:30pm

Saturday, May 18th 3pm & 7:30pm
Sunday, May 19th 2:30pm

www.abcinemainc.com

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN • 260•724•SHOW
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CALL ISAAC STOLLER
AUCTIONEER • REAL ESTATE BROKER

260.413.3515

CALL ISAAC STOLLER
AUCTIONEER • REAL ESTATE BROKER

260.413.3515260.413.3515

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR LAND?
THE FINEST ASSETS IN THE WORLD, INCLUDING 

FARM LAND, ARE SOLD AT AUCTION!

260-823-3328
Nkechi Wan, DDS • mercyseatdentistry.com

NEED EMERGENCY DENTAL CARE? CALL US!

LOWES

WALGREENS 200N

SR
1

Mercy Seat Dentistry
2155 Commerce Drive

Bluffton, IN 46714

W
A
L
M
A
R
T

Offering a Full Line of Dental Services
Bridges & Crowns • Conscious • Sedation

Cosmetic Dentistry Extractions • Family Dentistry
Invisalign Clear Braces • Oral Cancer Screening • Root Canal 

Therapy • Veneers • Periodontal Treatment

2155 Commerce Dr., Bluffton

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
BASEBALL: Norwell at Northrop, 5:30 

p.m.
GIRLS TENNIS: (Sectional) Norwell vs. 

Bellmont at Bluffton, 4:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL: Woodlan at Norwell, 5:30 

p.m.; Fremont at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, MAY 16
BASEBALL: Norwell at Carroll, 6 p.m.; 

Bluffton at Huntington North, 6 p.m.
BOYS GOLF: Eastbrook at Bluffton 4:30 

p.m.; Madison-Grant at Southern Wells, 4:30 
p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: (Sectional) Bluffton, Nor-
well at Bluffton vs. TBD, 4:30 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD: (Boys sectional,) Bluff-
ton, Norwell, Southern Wells at Marion, 5:30 
p.m.

SOFTBALL: North Side at Norwell, 5:30 
p.m.; Winchester at Bluffton, 5 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 17
BASEBALL: Anderson Prep at Southern 

Wells, 5:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Norwell, 5 p.m.
SATURDAY,  MAY 18
BASEBALL: Bluffton at Southwood, 10 

a.m.
BOYS GOLF: Norwell’s NE8 Meet at 

Cobblestone Golf Course, 9 a.m.; Bluffton, 
Southern Wells’ ACAC meet at Celina Linx 
Golf Course, 9 a.m.

SOFTBALL: Norwell at Whitko (double-
header), 10 a.m.

MONDAY, MAY 20
SOFTBALL: Liberty Christian at Southern 

Wells, 6:30 p.m.

High School Calendar

Girls’ tennis sectional  
postpones one day

Rain has struck again — this time, the girls’ 
tennis sectional’s first round.

Due to the postponment, all matches at 
Bluffton High School will be bumped back 
one day. The first round will begin Wednesday, 
followed by the semi-final and final the next 
days. All games will start at 4:30 p.m.

Tigers beat Raiders in 
non-conference baseball

Bluffton defeated Southern Wells at home 
in a nonconference game Tuesday night.

The Tigers improved to 13-8 on the season, 
and the Raiders fell to 3-16.

Bluffton tallied 11 hits in the game, three by 
Braxton Betancourt with two doubles and two 

RBI. Axton Beste went 2-4 with a double and 
an RBI. Brody Lewis went 1-1 with a double, an 
RBI and three walks. Xavier Driscoll went 2-2 
with an RBI, and Eli Garrett 1-1 with two RBI

Lewis got the win on the mound, going 
four innings, allowing one run on two hits and 
struck out five. Griffin Morgan threw the final 
inning and struck out three with no hits or runs.

Bluffton will be at Huntington North at 6 
p.m. Thursday, May 16.

Southern Wells will host Anderson Prep at 
5:30 p.m. Friday, May 17.

Green Valley Golf results
The winning team this Tuesday in the green 

Valley Senior Golf League was Dick Crispen, 
Don Pettit, Bruce Warner and Greg Castilow.

Steve Folk had the low gross of 36. Wayne 
Close had the low net. Rich Borror had the 
closest to pin.

Sports Roundup

By RYAN WALKER
The Northeast 8 baseball Conference came 

down to the wire and had a wild finish to say 
the least Tuesday night.

Norwell was 
in complete con-
trol entering the 
night, posting a 
6-0 record in the 
conference and a 
win would lock 
them up as cham-
pions. But Colum-
bia City (14-9, 5-2 
NE8) foiled the 
plans, defeating the 
Knights (14-7, 6-1 
NE8) and putting 
the trophy on hold.

“Like I told 
the guys, I don’t 
think its anything 
to discredit whether we share the title or win it 
outright, we’ve played really well conference-
wise,” head coach Christian Bohata said after 
the game.

By that point, Norwell clinched at least a 
share of the title with East Noble’s (5-1) game 
with Bellmont still in progress.

As the Norwell game finished, East Noble 
and Bellmont were deadlocked at a 1-1 score 
in the sixth inning. Then, a massive sixth by the 
Braves, who were not even playing for any-
thing, put the score at 7-1.

It looked as if the Knights were going to be 
bailed out by Bellmont, East Noble came roar-
ing back in the bottom of the seventh to score 
five runs to make it 7-6 Braves with two outs.

But the Braves came through, recording the 
final out and that made Norwell the outright 
champions.

This was the first time since 2007 that the 
Knights won an outright conference champi-
onship. That was when Norwell went a perfect 
35-0 and won the state championship.

“Honestly, to me, to go 6-1 in how competi-
tive this conference, that’s a great feat in itself,” 
Bohata said. “I told the guys ‘Hey, going into 
today, we weren’t content with sharing the title. 
But at the same time, we’ve got to be pretty 
dang proud of that.’”

In the 3-1 Columbia City game, it was 
the Eagles’ pitching and defense that kept the 
Knights cold.

Starting pitcher Grayson Bradberry went 
seven innings 
and only allowed 
one passed ball to 
score among just 
three hits. He kept 
the bats quiet and 
the scoring threats 
short despite Nor-
well connecting 
for good contact on 
some pitches.

There were a 
few line drives out 
toward James Getts 
in centerfield that 
were no problem 
for him to swal-

low up. Another line 
drive and a diving effort by Coleman Clark 
kept runners off the bases again.

According to Bradberry’s Prep Baseball 
Report recruiting profile, he tops out at 90 
miles per hour. He now is 3-1 with a 1.54 ERA. 
Plus, a nearly flawless fielding performance by 
his team was the perfect combination for a win.

“We were getting hard contact, but (Brad-
berry) was getting a lot of ground balls and 
those are easy outs for him. He was ahead and 
filling up the strike zone,” Bohata said. “I told 
the guys all night to hunt fastball, and I thought 
they did a really good job and stayed off his 
off-speed, but he’s good at locating his fastball. 
Credit to him, he threw a heck of a game.”

In the seventh inning, Norwell’s Collin 
Burns hit a one-out single and Korben Neuen-
schwander reached via an error in the infield 
to apply pressure on the Eagles. But a fielder’s 
choice play and a flyout to center ended the 
game.

The loss may have put a damper on win-
ning the outright title, but as Bohata shared, the 
team earned its spot on top with wins over the 
rest of the field. It’s an accomplishment that no 
Norwell team has had since ‘07.

Norwell’s next contest will be at Northrop at 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 15.

ryan@news-banner.com

Norwell wins Northeast 8 baseball outright title despite loss

Knights’ third baseman Drew Jolley makes a sliding 
grab to record the third out of the fourth inning.

Norwell’s Garry Riley (right) slides underneath Columbia City shortstop Trey Deckman during 
the sixth inning at Columbia City High School. The Eagles got the win, but the Knights got the 
last laugh as they became Northeast 8 Conference champions by the end of the night. (Photos 
by Ryan Walker)

Knights finish third, Tigers 
fifth, Raiders 14th in girls’ 
track and field sectional

Norwell, Bluffton and Southern Wells 
had their biggest girls’ track and field 
night of the season at Marion on Tuesday.

The Knights, who were the defending 
champions and won five of the last six, 
finished in third 
place with 93.50 
t eam po in t s . 
T h e y  w e r e 
behind Oak Hill 
and Eastbrook. 
The Tigers fin-
ished tied for 
fifth with 39 
p o i n t s ,  a n d 
Southern Wells 
14th with four 
points.

N o r w e l l ’ s 
Emerson Mer-
edith was the 
only sectional 
champion, win-
ning the pole 
vault with a 10-0 
mark.

S e v e r a l 
events though 
made it to the 
next round. To 
advance to the 
regional meet, 
an individual or 
event must place 
in the top three.

Top-8 individuals  for points were:
Bluffton
• Sophie Schwartz third in the 100m 

hurdles with a time of 16.88, moving on to 
the regional. Dakota Lee fifth with a time 
of 17.24.

• Maryn Schreiber fifth in the 400m 
with a time of 1:06.35.

• Lee fourth in the 30m hurdles with a 
time of 52.25.

• Addison Yates eighth in the 800m 
with a time of 2:41.78.

• The 4x400m relay team of Madelyn 
Funk, Yates, Schreiber and Lee with a time 
of 4:40.20.

• Corina Rader second in the discus at 
94-10, moving on to the regional. Rori 
Drayer sixth at 84-3.

• Alexandria Koby third in the shot 
put at 30-6.50, moving on to the regional. 
Drayer eighth at 29-5.75.

Norwell
• The 4x800m relay team of Brook-

lyn Meyer, Ali Riley, Haleigh Reinard 
and Larkin Smith fourth with a time of 
10:38.89.

• Ashley Waldman eighth in the 1600m 
with a time of 6:02.70.

• The 4x100m relay team of Makenzie 
Fuess, Ryland Graft, Jillian Melcher and 
Haley Williamson third with a time of 
52.81, moving on to the regional.

• Jada Dale second in the 400m with 
a time of 59.63 
and Abigail Dale 
third at 1:03.20, 
moving on to the 
regional.

• Melcher fifth 
in the 300m hur-
dles with a time 
of 52.49 and Jay-
cie Grzych sixth 
at 52.49.

•  R e i n h a r d 
sixth in the 800m 
with a time of 
2:35.96.

• Jada Dale 
seventh in the 
200m with a time 
of 28.10.

•  Wa l d m a n 
s i x t h  i n  t h e 
3200m with a 
time of 13:01.00.

• The 4x400m 
relay team of 
Dale, Dale, Fuess 
and  Wi l l i am -
son third with a 
time of 4:23.10, 
moving on to the 

regional.
• Emerson Meredith first in the pole 

vault at 10-0 and Kendall Dunwiddie sec-
ond at 7-6, moving on to the regional.

• Kaylee Eicher third in the discus at 
92-8, moving on to the regional. Evelyn 
Davis eighth at 79-6.

• Williamson second in the high jump 
at 5-0, moving on to the regional. Grzych 
sixth at 4-6.

• Williamson seventh in the long jump 
at 14-6.

• Fuess sixth in the shot put at 30-4.25.
Southern Wells
• Ashlie Needler fifth in the shot put at 

30-5.25.
Team scores:

1.Oak Hill (157.5 team points), 2. East-
brook (108), 3. Norwell (93.5), 4. Marion 
(83.5), T5. Bluffton (39), T5. Wabash (39), 
7. Southwood (31), 8. Mississinewa (19), 
9. Frankton (14), 10. Blackford (12), 11. 
Alexandria Monroe (11), 12. Northfield 
(7.5), 13. Elwood (5), 14. Southern Wells 
(4).

Bluffton and Norwell’s events advanc-
ing to the regional will be at Carroll start-
ing at 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 21.

Corrections and clarifications
Bluffton’s athletic department confirmed 

that the ACAC does not have co-champi-
ons, rather, a tiebreaker to determine the 
winner of the conference.

If there is a tie at the end of the regular 

season, then head-to-head comes into play. 
Bluffton currently sits at 5-1, and Heri-
tage sits at 4-1. If the Patriots defeat South 
Adams, they’ll win the ACAC outright. If 
Heritage loses, Bluffton wins outright.

Norwell’s Jada Dale, left, grabs the baton from her sister Abby Dale in the final leg of the 4x400 
meter relay race in Sectional Track meet at Marion High School Tuesday night. The relay team 
finished third with a time of 4:23.10. (Photos by Chad Kline)

Southern Wells’ Ashlie Needler unloads the shot 
put during Tuesday night’s Sectional Track meet in 
Marion. Needler finished fifth with a top throw of 30’-
5.25”.
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Confronting the past: Facing old 
wounds at high school reunion

Dear Annie: I have my 20-year high 
school reunion coming up, and I’m 
planning to go, as it’s a major milestone 
reunion and we’ve lost some people 
over the years. However, I will be run-
ning into some issues with it.

The biggest issue is that I am in 
ongoing therapy for sexual assaults that 
happened in high school back in the 
early 2000s, and the response from the 
school officials was quite firmly in the 
“boys will be boys, deal with it” era. In 
other words, they accused me of making 
up the situation the first time so I never 
bothered with reporting the second time, 
especially since both times it was by 
members of the football team.

One of the assaulters is in my gradu-
ating class, and his was the one I didn’t 
report. I have to keep him blocked on 
social media, and an assault situation 
at a job by a client (I was working in a 
mental health care facility at the time) 
made me realize I needed therapy. 
These assaults still affect me to this 
day. I won’t date or involve myself in 
romantic relationships, and the assaults 
severely affected my mental capacity 
for well-woman visits.

My one and only well-woman visit 
with a cancer check, in 2020, triggered 
the overt development of dissociative 
identity disorder, or DID, which at its 
core is extreme PTSD and is usually 
the result of childhood abuse. It seems 
I had this as a child, but it is meant to 
be a very covert protective device to 
survive trauma, and you aren’t sup-
posed to know you have it. With a lot of 
hard therapy work and daily meds, I can 
function without the amnesic events that 
DID is famous for. However, it has still 
affected my capacity to maintain gainful 
employment and be a properly function-
ing member of society.

It would be good to see everyone 
again, but how do I handle seeing my 

assaulter? A hand-
ful of classmates I 
trust know about 
the DID and what 
caused it. I would 
like to think that 
him now being a 
father to a daugh-
ter has changed 
his attitude, but I 
don’t know, espe-
cially since many 
times assaulters 
don’t remember 
that they caused 
i ssues  and/or 
hotly deny such. 
I just don’t know 
what to do even though I would like 
to go to prove to myself things have 
changed, hopefully for the better, and 
to lessen the hold this situation has had 
on me over the years. — Timid in New 
York

Dear Timid: Since you are in ther-
apy, I don’t want to interfere with any 
advice your therapist might give or 
any conclusions you reach after talking 
through this issue. But you are right not 
to expect your assaulter to remember, 
or to admit, what he did. If you can go 
to the reunion with that understanding, 
then it might be a good choice to go. 
However, if you are looking for an apol-
ogy, you are almost certainly correct 
that you won’t get one.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology‚ featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, commu-
nication and reconciliation — is avail-
able as a paperback and e-book. Visit 
http://www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
News Washington Watch 

With Tony Perkins 
Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince (N) 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Love 
Worth 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Founda-
tion 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Survivor (N) The Amazing Race "The Longest 
Minute of Your Life" (SF) (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Blue Bloods "Men in 
Black" 

Blue Bloods "Warriors" Blue Bloods "Quid Pro 
Quo" 

Blue Bloods "Protest 
Too Much" 

Blue Bloods "No 
Regrets" 

Blue Bloods "Loss of 
Faith" 

Blue Bloods "Ends and 
Means" 

Blue Bloods "Devil's 
Breath" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Jeopardy! Masters
"Games 11 & 12" (N) 

Abbott (N) Conners
(N) 

The $100,000 Pyramid ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Chicago Med (N) Chicago Fire "Under 
Pressure" (N) 

Chicago P.D.
"Inventory" (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Van, 
Go" 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man
"Pilot" 

Dateline "Mystery at 
Ascot Estates" 

Dateline "Siren Song" Seinfeld
"The Tape"

Seinfeld
"The Fire" 

Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
S. Wilkos "Update: 
Unsolved Cases" (N) 

TMZ Live (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Walker "Hold Me Now"
(N) 

Sight Unseen "Leo" (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
A Brief History of the 
Future "Tomorrows" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

LIFE Ahead
(N) 

Nature "Saving the 
Animals of Ukraine" (N) 

NOVA "Secrets in Your 
Data" (N) 

Pompeii: The New Dig
"The Bodies" (SP) (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Nature "Saving the 
Animals of Ukraine" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
A Brief History of the 
Future "Tomorrows" 

Context The Day PBS NewsHour (N) Nature "Saving the 
Animals of Ukraine" (N) 

NOVA "Secrets in Your 
Data" (N) 

Pompeii: The New Dig
"The Bodies" (SP) (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Returning 
Citizens 

10 Days in 
Watts 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Masked Celebrities compete against one another while 
shrouded from head to toe in an elaborate costume. 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Castle Dance 

Moms (N) 
Dance 
Moms (N) 

<+++ Pretty Woman (1990, Romance) Julia Roberts, Ralph Bellamy,
Richard Gere. 

Dance 
Moms 

Dance 
Moms 

FX  24 132 136 148 Movie <+ G.I. Joe: The Rise of Cobra (‘09) Channing Tatum. <++ G.I. Joe: Retaliation (‘13) Bruce Willis, Dwayne Johnson. <+ G.I. Joe: The Rise of Cobra (‘09) Channing Tatum.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:30) <+++ Superbad (2007, Comedy) Michael 
Cera, Christopher Mintz-Plasse, Jonah Hill. 

<++ Step Brothers (2008, Comedy) John C. 
Reilly, Richard Jenkins, Will Ferrell. 

<+++ Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story (‘04, 
Comedy) Christine Taylor, Ben Stiller, Vince Vaughn.

E! News
(N) 

OMG 
Fashun 

OMG 
Fashun 

Runway 
"Blast Off" 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

< Movie < Movie

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) NHL Hockey Second Round: Teams TBA The latest hockey action 

from across the NHL. (L) (N) 
NHL Hockey Second Round: Teams TBA The latest hockey action 
from across the NHL. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 ESPN BET Live (L) (N) The Point (L) (N) NFL Live Rookie Rookie Rookie Rookie NFL Live SportsCenter (L) (N) E60 Garcia 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line Spotlight 

David Cone 
Focused Sports 

Stars 
Life New 
Jersey 

Cardinals 
Insider 

Cardinals! 
Pre (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Los Angeles Angels From Angel Stadium 
of Anaheim in Anaheim, Calif. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

MLB 
Baseball 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Prem Goal 
Zone (L) (N) 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Heightened Emotions" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Decline and Fall" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Great Expectations" 

Law & Order: SVU "No 
Surrender" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Genes" 

Law & Order: SVU "Net 
Worth" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Know It All" 

Love 
Under 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition "The Van 
Meter Monster" 

Expedition X "Devil in 
the Forest" 

Expedition X
"Skinwalker Valley" 

Expedition X "Valley of 
UFOs" 

Ghost Adv Paranormal investigators visit haunted 
locations and attempt to find physical evidence. (N)

Expedition X "Beasts of 
Britain" 

Expedition X "Ghost 
Town" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Take My Tumor My 600-Lb. Life (N) My 600-Lb. Life (N) 600-Lb. Life "Julian and Cindy" (N) Botched Bariatrics (N) Super Face Surgeries 600-Lb. Life

HIST  38 77 120 269 
(4:00) Pawn Stars Do 
"Tampa Bay Bucks" 

Pawn Star A trilobite fossil collection; a first edition 
Tin Woodman of Oz book; an ancient coin collection. 

Pawn Stars Do Hitting the road to visit America's 
exciting places in search of historical finds. (N) 

(:05) Pawn Stars: Best 
Of "Game On Pawn" (N)

(:05) Pawn Stars "Pawns 
of Anarchy" 

(:05) Pawn Stars Do "Sin 
City Scores" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 First 48 "Crossroads" First 48 "School's Out" The First 48 (N) Killer Cases (N) Murder (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< The Blessing Bracelet (2023, Drama) Carlo 
Marks, Nathan Parrott, Amanda Schull. 

< Love, Romance & Chocolate (2019, Romance)
Will Kemp, Brittany Bristow, Lacey Chabert. 

< Moonlight in Vermont (2017, Romance) Carlo 
Marks, Jesse Moss, Lacey Chabert. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:45) <+++ Star Trek (2009, Sci-Fi) Zachary Quinto, Leonard 
Nimoy, Chris Pine. 

<++ The Day After Tomorrow (2004, Action) Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Ian Holm, Dennis Quaid. 

Reginald the Vampire
"30 Days" (N) 

< Dragon Blade (2015, Action) John Cusack, 
Adrien Brody, Jackie Chan. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (N) Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
Supernatural "Last 
Holiday" 

Supernatural "Gimme 
Shelter" 

NBA Tip-
Off (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Conference Semifinal: Teams TBA Professional 
basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Conference Semifinal: Teams TBA Professional 
basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N) 

Inside the 
NBA (L) (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:30) <+++ The Departed (2006, Thriller) Matt Damon, Jack Nicholson,
Leonardo DiCaprio. 

<+++ Die Hard (1988, Action) Alan Rickman, Bonnie Bedelia, Bruce Willis. <+++ Die Hard 2 (1990, Action) Bonnie Bedelia, 
William Atherton, Bruce Willis. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Daily Show SouthPark South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
The Masters Agility Championship at Westminster The top 
agility dogs in the world compete for the title at Westminster. 

United Football League St. Louis BattleHawks at Birmingham Stallions From 
Protective Stadium in Birmingham, Ala. 

PBA 
Bowling 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Recovery" NCIS "Phoenix" NCIS "Lost at Sea" NCIS "The Namesake" NCIS NCIS NCIS "Gone" NCIS "Devil's Trifecta" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Supermarket Stakeout Supermarket Stakeout Guy's Grocery Games Grocery "DDD Seafood" Supermarket Stakeout 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Housewives of NJ Housewives of NJ Top Chef Top Chef (N) WatchWhat (:45) Below Deck (:45) Below Deck (:45) TopChef 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Patrick SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends "The Last One" Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Hailey Hailey Hailey Hailey Hailey Hailey Miraculous Raven Raven Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:40) < 
Despicabl... 

(:45) <+++ Despicable Me 2 (2013, Animated) Voices of 
Kristen Wiig, Benjamin Bratt, Steve Carell. 

(:55) <++ Despicable Me 3 (2017, Animated)
Voices of Kristen Wiig, Trey Parker, Steve Carell. 

grown-ish
(N) 

Royal Rule
(N) 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:00) <+++ Definitely, 
Maybe Ryan Reynolds. 

(:55) Nikki Glaser: 
Someday You'll Die 

The Sympathizer "All 
for One" 

<+++ Parasite (2019, Thriller) Lee Sun-gyun, Jo 
Yeo-jeong, Song Kang-ho. 

(:15) The Jinx: Part Two (:05) Jerrod 
Carmichael

(:35) The Sympathizer
"All for One" 

(:35) < Lost 
in Transla... 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:00) <++ Road House 
(‘89) Patrick Swayze. 

(:55) <++ XXX (2002, Action) Asia Argento,
Marton Csokas, Vin Diesel. 

< Extortion (‘17) Danny Glover, Eion 
Bailey, Barkhad Abdi. 

(:50) <++ The Last Stand (‘13) Forest Whitaker,
Johnny Knoxville, Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

(:40) <+++ Posse: The Revenge of 
Jessie Lee (‘93) Mario Van Peebles. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(3:35) < 
Annihilation 

<++ Pet Sematary (‘19, Hor) Amy 
Seimetz, John Lithgow, Jason Clarke. 

(:20) <++ Shaft (2000, Action) Vanessa L. 
Williams, Jeffrey Wright, Samuel L. Jackson. 

The Chi "The 
Aftermath" 

<++ Daddy's Home (‘15) Mark 
Wahlberg, Will Ferrell. 

(:40) <+++ The Fighter (‘10)
Christian Bale, Mark Wahlberg. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:15) <++ The Fighting 
Temptations 

(:20) < As They Made Us (2022, Romance) Simon 
Helberg, Candice Bergen, Dianna Agron. 

<++ Maid in Manhattan (‘02) 
Ralph Fiennes, Jennifer Lopez. (P) 

(:45) <++ Home Again (2017, Romance) Pico 
Alexander, Nat Wolff, Reese Witherspoon. 

(:25) < The Sunlit Night
(‘19) Jenny Slate. 

(:50) < 
Another K... 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: As Chris-
tians we are called to go 
into the whole world with 
the good news of the Gos-
pel; yet, some say (which 
I think is a bit out of date) 
that Christians should flee 
worldliness. What does 
this mean and does the 
Bible actually say this? – 
W.W.

Answer: Worldliness 
has been vastly misunder-
stood on the part of thou-
sands of Christians. Too 
many times, we’re con-
cerned with how much, 
instead of how little, like 
this world we can become. 
We may act as if it doesn’t 
matter how we live or 
what we think or say – we 
have moved in with the 
world, and have allowed 
the world to penetrate the 
way we live. As Chris-
tians, we are not to get 

our worlds mixed up. We 
are not to mingle with the 
world, but we are to wit-
ness to the world.

The Bible says, “For all 
that is in the world – the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of 
life – is not of the Father 
but is of the world” (1 
John 2:16, NKJV).

Worldliness speaks of 
the world system of evil, 
and we are to be sepa-
rated from it. This system 
permeates the whole of 
life and human society, 
and it needs to be guarded 
against constantly and 
strenuously.

This then is our prob-
lem; to associate with 
and love those who are 
involved in the world with-
out being contaminated, 
influenced, or swayed by 
them. How do we coun-

ter the trend of worldli-
ness? We must saturate our 
minds, hearts, and souls 
with God’s Word. The 
Bible says, “Train yourself 
to be godly” (1 Timothy 
4:7, NLT). It is easy for 
Christians to allow them-
selves to be squeezed into 
the world’s mold. When 
unbelievers see nothing 
different in the lifestyle of 
Christians, they wonder if 
our witness for Christ is 
sincere. Those who have 
actually experienced daily 
fellowship with Jesus 
know that it surpasses all 
worldly activities.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 
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EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for Paid-
On-Call Firefighters and Part
Time Firefighters. Both posi-
tions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-4:30p or online at
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due June 14th.

RENTALS
Office Space Rental

MAKE YOUR AD stand out
for extra attention! Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5 or a border for an
additional $1. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office,
260-824-0224, 125 N. John-
son St., or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery Numbers

Public Notice

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 04-10-13-21-
22

Cash4Life —  21-24-25-
27-34, Cash Ball: 02

Quick Draw Midday — 
01-08-15-16-19-25-31-32-
39-40-48-49-54-56-62-65-
69-71-76-77, BE: 76

Daily Three-Midday — 
05-06-08, SB: 03

Daily Three-Evening — 
02-06-05, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday — 
04-07-00-04, SB: 03

Daily Four-Evening — 
02-02-02-07, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening 
— 10-12-15-18-20-22-24-
25-27-28-29-45-54-57-58-
63-67-72-73-78, BE: 24

Hoos ier Lot to  — 
Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $12.2 mil-
lion

MEGA MILLIONS
13-19-43-62-64; Mega 

Ball: 06; Megaplier: 3X. 
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $59 million

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

June deadline is Tues., May 28!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!
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 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!
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Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

A��rne� 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN 46777

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 
ESTATE AND ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy 

of a decree to me, directed from 
the Clerk of the Superior Court of 
Wells County, Indiana, in Cause 
No. 90D01-2203-MF-000009, 
wherein U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT 
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPA CITY 
BUT SOLELY AS OWNER TRUST-
EE FOR RCAF ACQUISITION 
TRUST was Plaintiff, and Mark A. 
Hogsett, Erica Scherrer, AKA Erica 
S. Scherrer, AKA Erica S. Hogsett, 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. and Com-
munityWide Federal Credit Union 
were Defendants, requiring me to 
make the sum as provided for in 
said Decree, with interest and cost, 
I will expose at public sale to the 
highest bidder on the 12th day of 
June, 2024, at the hour of 1:00 PM, 
or as soon thereafter as is pos-
sible, at Wells County Courthouse 
at 102 W Market St., Bluffton, IN  
46714, the fee simple of the whole 
body of Real Estate in Wells Coun-
ty, Indiana.

A part of the NE/4 of Section 
29, Township 28 North, Range 
12 East, Wells County, Indiana, 
described as follows:

Starting at the NE corner of 
said Section 29, marked by a 5/8” 
reinforcing bar stake over a buried 
stone; thence westerly 825.0 feet 
on the north line of said Section to 
a P.K. nail which shall be the place 
of beginning; thence westerly 95.0 
feet on the north line of said Sec-
tion 29, to a P.K. nail; thence south-
erly, deflecting left 89 degrees 38 
minutes, 25.0 feet to a standard 
corner marker (5/8” x 15” reinforc-
ing bar stake with an aluminum cap 
stamped Higman, 10025); thence 
southerly 892.04 feet on an exten-
sion of the last above described 
line to a standard corner marker; 
thence easterly deflecting left 90 
degrees 22 minutes, parallel to the 
north line of said Section 29, 95.0 
feet to a standard corner marker; 
thence northerly deflecting left 89 
degrees 38 minutes, 892.04 feet to 
a standard corner marker; thence 
northerly 25.0 feet on an extension 
of the last above described line to 
the place of beginning.  Containing 
in all 2.0 acres.

More commonly known as: 
1820 East 800 North, Ossian, IN 
46777

Parcel No. 90-02-29-100-
002.000-008

Together with rents, issues, 
income, and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws.

“Subject to all liens, encum-
brances and easements of record 
not otherwise extinguished in the 
proceedings known as Cause 
90D01-2203-MF-000009 in the 
Superior Court of the County of 
Wells, Indiana.”

Attorney for Plaintiff: Nicholas 
M. Smith

ATTORNEY NO. 31800-15
Manley Deas Kochalski LLC
P.O. Box 165028
Columbus OH  43216-5028
Scott Holliday
Sheriff of Wells County
Jefferson Township
1820 East 800 North
Street Address
The Sheriff’s Department does 

not warrant the accuracy of the 
street address published herein.

nb 5/1, 5/8, 5/15
hspaxlp

BIDDING ENDS MAY 19 - 
(Online Only Auction) - Phyl-
lis Montgomery, Seller. Major 
auction of fine antiques and 
collectables. “An Auction of 
the Year.” Extensive cast iron 
skillet collection, early candy 
scales, primitives, salesman 
samples, early rare gum dis-
penser, De Laval signs, beer 
signs, firearms, butter churns, 
large Westmorland glass col-
lection, much more. Preview: 
May 16 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
1556 Shadow Run Trail, Bluff-
ton. Steffen Group, 824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com, Pat Cart-
er, sale manager.
MAY 19 - 4 p.m. - Multiple 
consignors, owners. Online 
only consignment auction. 
1,000+ lots! Furniture, oak 
kitchen table, large assortment 
of household items, tools, 100+ 
lots of collectible glass includ-
ing Fostoria, Fenton, Candle-
wick, Pyrex and much more! 
Preview May 16, 3-5 p.m., 812 
Elm Street, Decatur. Pick up 
May 20, 1-6 p.m. & May 21, 9 
a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.
MAY 21 - 6 p.m. - Patricia 
Mossburg & Joyce Shady, 
owners. Wells County 4-H 
Park, 1240 4-H Rd., Bluffton. 
Property location: 100S & 
200W, Bluffton. 90+/-A, Zoned 
Agricultural, Liberty Township, 
Wells County. To be sold in 
individual tracts or any combi-
nation. Tract 1: 54+/-A tillable, 
frontage on both CR 100S & 
CR 200W. Tract 2: 12+/-A, 
8+/-A tillable, 4+/-A woods, 
frontage on 100S & 200W. 
Tract 3: 24+/-A, mostly woods, 
6+/-A tillable, frontage on CR 
200W. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.
MAY 26-JUNE 2 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate 
of John F. Holbrook, seller. 
200+ pcs. Roseville, Rook-
wood, Hull, McCoy, VanBrig-
gle, antique & modern furni-
ture, 1950 Ford Sedan, Coca 
Cola vintage signs & collect-
ibles, antique tools, 2-pc. Oak 
kitchen cabinet, JFK political 
buttons and advertising, vin-
tage toys. Auction preview: 
May 23 from 3-6 p.m. and May 
30 from 3-6 p.m., 10421 W. 
Yoder Rd., Roanoke, IN. Pat-
rick Carter, sale manager, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 1 - 8:30 a.m. - E & M 
Blacksmith Shop. 2404 W 
350 S, Berne, IN. 13th annual 
consignment auction. Horses, 
ponies, horse-drawn machin-
ery, produce equipment, bug-
gies, harness, carts, new tack, 
saddles, shop tools, lawn & 

garden tools, sausage grinders 
& stuffers, new & used furni-
ture, washing machines, hay, 
straw & firewood. Accepting 
consignments every evening 
that week from 4-8 p.m., all 
day May 30, and May 31 from 
7 a.m.-8 p.m. Troyer Auctions, 
LLC, 260-768-7246, ext. 3.
JUNE 1 - 11:30 a.m. - Ardith 
Smith estate, Cheryl Heral 
estate & Sonja Bartlett, sell-
ers. 320 Sparks St., Markle, 
IN. Live on-site. One story, two 
bedroom home on 1.6 acres, 
1,144 sq. ft., 10x18 detached 
garage. Open houses: May 
16, 5-6, May 19, 1-2 p.m. 
Steve Ness, auction manager, 
260-417-6556, SteveNess@ 
NessBros.com, Ness Bros. 
Realtors & Auctioneers, www.
NessBros.com.
JUNE 4 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Bidding Opens at 9 
a.m. and will close at 6 p.m. 
- The Estate of John F. Hol-
brook, seller. 300 W, Markle, 
IN. Northern Wells containing 
6.79 acres in Union Township 
of vacant agricultural land, out-
standing opportunity for poten-
tial building site with excellent 
location. Patrick Carter, sale 
manager, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
JUNE 9 - 6 p.m. EST - Berry 
estate, owner. Online only real 
estate & personal property! 
6 p.m. real estate: 1 1/2 story 
craftsman style home w/cov-
ered porch, 1,700+/- square ft. 
w/ornate woodwork through-
out, partial basement, 3-4 bed-
rooms, 2 1/2 bath, detached 
24x24 two-car garage, several 
older outbuildings all sitting 
on 6+/- acres, Adams Central 
School District. 6:30 p.m. per-
sonal property: Antique trac-
tors, farm machinery, tools, 
antiques, primitives, vehicles, 
furniture, household items, 
more! Preview May 30, 5-6 
p.m., 4854 N 400 W, Deca-
tur. Pick up June 10, 2-6 p.m. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.

SUDOKU ANSWER

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

BEAUTIFUL MOTHER'S DAY

baskets, garden plants, & flow-
ers Thursday & Friday, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., 129 Beechwood Place,
Bluffton. See you at the Farm-
ers Market Saturday. Back to
yard sale all next week.

BARN SALE 1520 SUTTON
CIRCLE, BLUFFTON Totes,
Antiques, Household, Lamps,
Christmas, Trimmer, Chairs,
Walkers, Misc. May 16-18
Thur. & Fri. 8 - 4, Sat. 8-Noon

RUMMAGE SALE, BAKE

sale, New Hope Lutheran
Church, 8824 N. State Rd. 1,
Fri., May 17, 9a-5p, Sat., May
18, 9a-1p.

ANNUAL BARN SALE, rain or
shine, 9545 North 100 West-
90, Markle (Wells County),
Thursday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fri-
day 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Lots of bar-
gains & way too much to list!!

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HOME MAINTENANCE AND

repairs. Free quotes. Locally
owned and operated.
hirebrennan.com,
260-353-9339.

TROPHY CONSTRUCTION.

ALL types of construction:
Pole barns, roofing, remodel-
ing, concrete, seamless gut-
ters, etc. Free estimates. (260)
223-4835.

WINDOW CLEANING

SERVICES

Residential/ranch/lake homes/

villas/condos. Entire home in-

side & out. Lowest rates in the

state. 765-603-9981. Psalms

51:7

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

Wanted to Buy
WANTED : ANTIQUES & OLD
TOYS Cash Paid for old toys!
Gi Joe, Transformers, Tin toys,
Robots, Pressed Steel Cars/
trucks, Action Figures, An-
tiques of all kinds, etc. Search-
ing for attics, basements,
barns, etc to go through. Call
or Text! 260-223-8083

Read & recycle

Services

SERIOUSLY INJURED IN an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight 
for you! Our network has recov-
ered millions for clients! Call 
today for a FREE consultation! 
844-517-6414 (I)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. Enjoy your 
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can 
save $1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier (I) 


