
Local/Area
 Obituaries. . . . . . . . . 3

Police Notebook  . . .3

Opinion
Justin Peeper . . . . . .4

Also...
Sports. . . . . . . . . . 6-7
Classifieds . . . . . . .2a
Diversions . . . . . . .3a

Vol. 95 No. 165

TUESDAY
May 14, 2024

Outside

 Today Wed. Thursday
 High 70 High 71 High 76
   Low 54 Low 51 Low 59

Inside How to contact us:
   Call us: 824-0224

or 1-800-579-7476
  email@news-banner.com

On the Web:

www.news-banner.com
Follow us at:

twitter.com/newsbanner

We make life easy.
Daily Money Management 
Bill Pay Assistance
Budgeting Services
Financial Monitoring
Insurance Advocacy

www.seniormoneylife.com

Security. Trust. Integrity.

Preston D. Kaehr, MBA, HFA

Daily Money Manager

Senior MoneyLife

Bluffton, IN 

260-296-0437

A division of Christian Care  Retirement Community.
Christian Care is not a financial institution or trust company.

720 E. Dustman Rd. • Bluffton
260.565.3000

www.christiancarerc.org

Lakeview Duplexes

Independent Living Units

Showers today — make 
that the rest of the week

More Weather on Page 2

Cohen takes the 
stand in Trump trial

Sp
or

ts Lemler hits 2 HR, 
Knights top Eagles

Page 6

A
re

a
St

at
e Kayak adventure 

on the Wabash
Page 5

Page 1a

News-BannerThe
www.News-Banner.com

TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2024 BLUFFTON, INDIANA • Wells County’s Hometown Connection $1.00

Online
Follow us on Facebook!

Go to www.facebook.com/
newsbanner
—————

Place Your Classified
Ads 24/7

Hitting the track ... and field
Southern Wells hosted its track and field 
day for grades four through six on Mon-

day. Above left, Aiden Lemons throws 
the shot put. Above right, Holly Pearson 
(left) and June Maul run a relay. At right, 

Ramon Blanco participates in the long 
jump. Below, Wyatt Beavans jumps over 

the bar for the high jump. (Photos by 
Jonathan Snyder)

By SYDNEY KENT 
“The fire department does a 

very good job,” Ossian Town 
Council President Josh Barkley 
said during Monday’s council 
meeting. “Quite frankly, I think it 
is disrespectful to the firefighters 
that (Jefferson Township) will not 
pay compensation for the firefight-

ers.” 
Barkley was referencing the 

ongoing contention between the 
town of Ossian and the Jeffer-
son Township Advisory Board 
in recent months. The township, 
which utilizes half of the services 
of the Ossian Fire Department, 
does not pay an equal share of the 

budget. 
Fire Chief Ben Fenstermaker 

opened his portion of the meeting 
with a detailed budget report for 
fire services from both the town 
and the township. 

The budget detailed the costs 
required to provide fire protection 
from both parties. According to 

the report, the town of Ossian paid 
$99,282.91 more than the town-
ship in 2021, $59,460.57 more in 
2022, $85,325 in 2023, and will 
pay $75,143 more in 2024 — 
despite an equal share of services 
provided. 

Fenstermaker also addressed a 
letter written to the editor of The 

News-Banner by Jefferson Town-
ship President Tim Baker last 
month. 

“It is being misrepresented that 
the township does not want to 
pay their share,” Baker wrote in 
the letter. “If there is not enough 
equipment, fuel, insurance, and 

Ossian, Jefferson Township continue fire budget talks

(Continued on Page 2)

By JONATHAN SYNDER
In a public meeting at the Wells County Public Library, 

the Regional Sewer District fielded questions and gave an 
update on the timeline for the Tocsin project.

In the public meeting portion of the RSD proceedings, 
Ryan LeFeld of Choice One Engineering presented the Toc-
sin Project area, located north of the intersection of State 
Route 224 and State Road North 600 East in Tocsin. 

LeFeld gave a presentation on what will happen with 
Tocsin, the timeline for the projects completion, the project 
cost for the RSD and what payment for the property own-
ers will look like. LeFeld stated that the project is estimat-
ed between $4,500,000 and $5,000,000. LeFeld also noted 
that if things go smoothly then construction could start next 
spring at the earliest, and next summer at the latest.

RSD Attorney Mark Burry stated that the RSD has 
submitted an application for grant funding for the project. 
Originally, the Tocsin project was lumped into the Craigville 
and Kingsland projects in their grant application, but there 
were too little funds to justify putting all three areas into one 
funding cycle. The Tocsin project was delayed twice due to 

County RSD 
address questions 
on Tocsin project

Murray will not seek 
re-election, BHMSD 
board reviews policies

By CHET BAUMGARTNER
Bluffton-Harrison school board member Mike Murray 

announced Monday that he will not seek re-election, leaving 
his district 1 seat open starting next year.

Murray announced his departure at the end of the dis-
trict’s regular school board meeting. He said he wants to 
dedicate more time to family commitments, particularly as 
his grandchildren age.

He also said he wanted to announce it now to ensure peo-
ple could file in time. Anyone interested can file for candi-
dacy starting Tuesday, May 21.

But before Murray makes his final vote in December, he 
must consider several rounds of policy updates and imple-
mentations, including those Superintendent Brad Yates 
introduced Monday.

During their March meeting, board members started 
reviewing district policies — and considering new ones — 
and each month, board members will review eight to 10 
policies, such as new policies concerning “civility and deco-
rum” and student homework.

These particular policies do not address student behav-
ior or expectations, Yates said; the district already addresses 
these through various handbooks.

Instead, the policies the board considered Monday 
address general principles to help define, for instance, the 
objective of homework, which schools can use to establish 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Rus-
sian troops were locked in intense 
battles with Ukrainian soldiers 
around the embattled town of 
Vovchansk in northeast Ukraine 
on Monday, pushing ahead with 
a ground offensive that opened a 
new front and put more pressure 
on overstretched Ukrainian forces.

Moscow’s renewed northeast 
offensive, launched late last week, 
was the most significant border 
incursion since the full-scale inva-

sion began.
In just two days, Moscow has 

captured from 38 to 47 square 
miles that include at least seven 
villages, most of them already 
depopulated, according to two 
open source monitoring analysts.

Vovchansk, among the largest 
towns in the area whose pre-war 
population of 17,000 had dwin-
dled to just 2,500 before Russia 
renewed its ground assault last 
week, has emerged as a key focus 

of the pitched battles engulfing the 
Kharkiv region. By Monday, only 
200 to 300 residents remained, 
said Kharkiv Gov. Oleh Syniehu-
bov, as Russian forces closed in 
from three sides.

Poorly built fortifications and 
long-term ammunition short-
ages enabled Russia’s sweeping 
advance in the area since Friday, 
local officials and soldiers said. 
The Kremlin’s forces were seek-
ing to divert and distract Ukrai-

nian troops across the 620-mile 
front line until a big batch of new 
military aid for Kyiv from the U.S. 
and European partners arrives on 
the battlefield in the coming weeks 
and months, Ukrainian command-
ers and analysts said.

That makes this period a win-
dow of opportunity for Moscow 
and one of the most dangerous 
for Kyiv in the two-year war, they 
said. By intensifying offensive 
operations, Russia seeks to stretch 

Ukraine’s forces thin and forge 
breakthroughs.

Russian forces claimed to have 
taken an additional 35 square 
miles, which has not been inde-
pendently confirmed.

Opening a new front from 
two points along the border with 
the Russian region of Belgorod 
was the easiest tactic to pin down 
and divert Ukrainian forces 
from heavy battles raging in the 

Russian assault opens new front, diverting Ukraine forces

(Continued on Page 2)



any more specific standards, 
Yates said.

Similarly, the policy on 
civility and decorum estab-
lishes general standards for 
the community as well as 
responses the district might 
take if people do not act civ-
illy.

Board members will dis-
cuss these and other policies 
again in June, when they’ll 
also discuss a policy on stu-
dent absenteeism, discipline, 
and cell phone use.

This policy does not 
propose any substantive 
changes to current stan-
dards, Yates said, but it will 
officially align the district 
with standards state legisla-
tors have mandated through 
legislation they passed this 
year.

Yates said he would like 
the board to pass the policy 
on first and second read-
ings at their June meeting to 
ensure the district complies 
when the law takes effect 
July 1.

In other business, board 
members Julie Thompson, 
Murray, Bruce Holland, 
Trent White, and Angie 
Sheets:

• Approved selling two 
buses through a public auc-
tion. Yates said the district 
would place a reserve price 
to ensure revenue exceeds 
trade-in value and auction 
costs.

• Approved the dis-
trict’s teacher evaluation 
and development plan. The 
committee that reviewed the 

plan recommended it remain 
unchanged.

• Approved summer work 
schedules for the district’s 
12-month personnel.

• Approved an updated 
2024-2025 school-year cal-
endar to include flexibility 
waiver professional devel-
opment days on Tuesday, 
Oct. 15; Friday, Dec. 20; 
Monday, Jan. 20; and Thurs-
day, March 13.

•Approved the retirement 
request of Julee Frauhiger, 
the district’s payroll special-
ist for the past 28 years.

• Approved four resigna-
tions and almost 40 employ-
ment recommendations, 
including hiring Celeste 
Lewis as the Area 18 Career 
and Technical Education 
director.

• Approved two Fam-
ily & Medical Leave Act 
requests.

• Accepted 25 donations 
totaling more than $7,000. 
Many of the donations were 
for the annual MS Color 
Run.

• Approved a number of 
policies on second reading.

• Approved discontinu-
ing the rental agreement 
with Wells County Head-
Start. Yates said staff recom-
mended the action because 
of declining enrollment in 
the HeadStart program and 
increasing enrollment in 
the district-run On My Way 
PreK program.

• Approved applying for 
the Purple Star School Rec-
ommendation, which the 
Indiana Department of Edu-

cation uses to honor schools 
with “significant commit-
ment to service members, 
veterans, and students and 
families connected to our 
nation’s military.”

• Approved the district’s 
“belief statement,” a sum-
mary of the district’s “guid-
ing principles” that help 
define a “quality education.” 
Board members reviewed 
a draft of the statement 
last month, and with their 
approval Monday, district 
staff will now develop stan-
dard practices and expecta-
tions to create building-level 
statements.

During the meeting, 
board members and staff 
also made several announce-
ments:

• Holland announced 
that the middle school 
academic teams were rec-
ognized as a top 10 team 
in its division. Further-
more, Holland said, the 
high school e-sports team 
competed in state finals, 
with one team securing a 
championship and another 
securing the runner-up 

spot. Student Sam Hollo-
way won the  state cham-
pionship in his individual 
competition.

• Bluffton-Harrison Ele-
mentary Principal Schlaura 
Linderwell said the IDOE 
issued a proficient certifica-
tion to the elementary school 
through “Family Friendly 
Schools Designation” recog-
nition. This is the first year 
the school earned this status, 
Linderwell said.

• Yates presented several 
updates on renovations and 
building projects. Yates spe-
cifically said the district is 
“exploring cost options” to 
renovate the fifth- and sixth-
grade bathrooms and the 
seventh- and eighth-grade 
bathrooms. Furthermore, 
Yates said Minnich’s Lawn 
Care will complete foun-
dational work for the “Our 
Town” safety village in June 
or July if all goes as sched-
uled.

The school board will 
meet again at 6 p.m. Tues-
day, June 17, at the central 
office.

newsroom@news-banner.com
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Ossian, Jefferson Township Weather
Tuesday, May 15, 2024

(24-hour observations at 11:06 p.m. Monday)
High: 81; Low: 59; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.47  

feet at 10:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: A chance of showers, then showers likely and 

possibly a thunderstorm after 11 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 70. Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 70%. New rainfall amounts between a tenth and 
quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in thun-
derstorms. 

Tonight: A 50% chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Cloudy, with a low around 54. Northeast wind around 10 
mph. 

Wednesday: A 20% chance of showers before 2 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 71. Northeast wind 10 to 
15 mph. 

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 51. 
Northeast wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Thursday: A 20% chance of showers after 2 p.m. Most-
ly sunny, with a high near 76.

Thursday Night: A slight chance of showers and thun-
derstorms before 8 p.m., then showers likely and possibly 
a thunderstorm between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m., then a chance of 
showers and thunderstorms after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 59. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Friday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms, then 
showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm after 2 p.m. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 75. Chance of precipitation 
is 60%.

Friday Night: Showers likely and possibly a thunder-
storm before 8 p.m., then a slight chance of showers and 
thunderstorms between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 57. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Saturday: A 20% chance of showers and thunderstorms 
after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 79.

Saturday Night: A 20% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 59.

Sunday: A 30% chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 83.

Sunday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 61.
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maintenance bills that we can use our 
$79,000 budgeted money, then maybe 
we can consider rewriting part of the 
fire contract. But, the first thing that the 
township needs is to be repaid for the 
hydrant rental.”

Township Trustee Larry Heckber 
paid the town $29,133 for the hydrant 
with the money owed to the town for 
fire services. The contract between the 
parties, last updated in 2017, does not 
allow for money to be spent for this 
purpose. 

The contract further restricts the 
town from charging the township for 
manpower. Because of this, there was 
no method for the township to fulfill its 
obligated portion of the 2024 budget 
without the hydrant rental.

“It was wrong on my part,” Heck-
ber said. “I shouldn’t have done it. At 

the time, we had no way to spend the 
$79,000 we owed.” 

The council approved a motion 
to refund the $29,133 to Jefferson 
Township at the meeting. They also 
approved an updated contract between 
the parties. If approved by the advisory 
board, the contract would ultimately 
allow for the money to be used for 
manpower.

Heckber said he consulted the mat-
ter with the town lawyer, township 
lawyer, an insurance agent and the 
board. He has not heard any feedback 
from the board. Barkley asked board 
member David Haiflich if he had any 
thoughts on the matter. 

“If you want to know what we 
think, come to the meeting tomorrow 
night at 5:30,” Haiflich quipped. He 
refused to answer questions or discuss 
the topic further.

In the budget report, Fenster-
maker emphasized that the township 
has publicly stated that they will not 
pay for manpower. He also said the 
township will only pay for equip-
ment of “value” to retain as collat-
eral. 

“Staffing is critically low nation-
wide,” Fenstermaker wrote. “This 
affects the Ossian Fire Department 
weekly … If no one is there to use 
those cool tools, they just sit at the sta-
tion and do not move.” 

A firefighter from the department 
finished Barkley’s thought with the fol-
lowing sentiment: “You’re not going to 
move the trucks without us.”

The Jefferson Township Advisory 
Board is today at 5:30 p.m. at 1645 
Hillcrest Drive in Ossian in the Trustee 
conference room. 

sydney@news-banner.com

the funding issues. 
Burry noted that any 

additional money not cov-
ered by grants will be taken 
out as a low interest loan 
from the State Revolving 
Fund. The RSD can finance 
that expense out over 30 
years to help pay that loan 
back. Burry calculated that 
each property owner would 
be paying a $93.30 charge 
per month at minimum to 
pay the loan back.

Burry also stated that 
once funding is available 
for the project, notices will 
be sent out to property own-
ers that they should connect 
to the system. Statutes state 
that any sewage discharging 
structure within 300 feet of 
a RSD line must be connect-
ed. There are exemptions 
for people on septic sys-
tems, but the systems must 
be less than 20 years old 
and inspected by the Health 
Department.

Tocsin homeowners will 
only be held responsible for 
maintenance of the sewer 
line from their house to 
any installed grinder sta-
tions. RSD Superintendent 
Lewis Brown stated that an 
easement would be needed 
so the RSD can access the 
grinder station for main-
tenance. Brown acknowl-
edged that in the past people 
have had concerns over 
these easements, but assured 
the public they only need 
access from the main road to 

the grinder station. 
The majority of public 

comments and questions 
centered around the details 
of grinder installations, any 
potential relief funding for 
low income and nonprofit 
properties, the longevity of 
the system, potential drain-
age tile problems and the 
interim rate fee for people 
not connected yet.

Brown stated that the 
contractors use directional 
boring, a process where a 
drill is pushed underground 
and steered to where it needs 
to go, to install grinders. 
Brown noted that the con-
tractors who use directional 
boring will have to mark 
any gas lines, or other pub-
lic utilities so they can avoid 
hitting those.

Brown noted that green 
RSD flags will be placed in 
the Tocsin project area once 
the RSD is ready to start off 
construction. Brown urged 
anybody with that RSD flag 
should call their phone num-
ber if they have questions 
about what’s being done. 

Grinders will be placed 
wherever the property 
owner wishes, according to 
Brown and LeFeld, but the 
cost of connecting electric-
ity to the system and to the 
main sewer line will be on 
the homeowner. 

RSD board member 
Leon Berning addressed the 
potential relief funding, stat-
ing that funds are available 
to cover the connection cost, 

not to ease the monthly bill. 
Berning stated that property 
owners would have to fill 
out an application, which 
needs approval in order to 
get the funds.

When the life cycle of 
the new sewer system was 
questioned, Brown said that 
documents force the RSD to 
maintain that system for its 
life cycle, which is estimated 
at 35 years. Burry also noted 
that costs could theoretically 
lower when the loan is paid 
off, but maintenance bills 
and inflation could keep the 
rate steady in 30 years time.

Brown also addressed 
the need for the interim rate 
for customers, comparing it 
to an up-front fee for a con-
tractor. Brown also noted 
that SRF requires that all the 
billing must be in order if 
they want to secure the low 
interest rates on their loans. 
Brown also warned that 
contractor’s could acciden-
tally damage any drainage 
tile property owners have. 
Brown stated that if they can 
prove the contractor dam-
aged the tile it would be the 
contractor’s responsibility, 
but warned that proving fault 
can be extremely difficult.

In the business portion 
of the meeting, held before 
public comments, which 
saw the RSD pay SRF 
Disbursement requests to 
Wessler Engineering, Mill-
er Burry and Brown, and 
Choice One Engineering. 
$15,297.60 went to Wessler, 

$28,650 to MBB and $1,653 
to Choice One. 

Brown noted that every-
one in Kingsland has 
recieved a notice to con-
nect. Two connections were 
added since the RSD’s last 
meeting, with contractors 
hired for the others. Brown 
also announced that three 
connections will be paid for 
by the RSD due to those 
property owners granting 
them easement access to the 
main sewer line to build lift 
stations.

LeFeld stated that the 
only thing left for the King-
sland project is to restore the 
land and finish the punch list 
items. Brown also said that 
Craigville residents are still 
making connections in their 
project area. Brown com-
mented that the new license 
plates for the RSD’s new 
truck have come in and are 
on the truck.

Two resolutions were 
also passed by the RSD, 
which put into writing that 
the preliminary engineering 
report was presented to the 
public and that the funding 
application was sent to the 
state.

The RSD also renewed 
their insurance policy. Tom 
Neuenchwander of Amstutz 
Insurance presented a policy 
that did not see any signifi-
cant changes, according to 
Berning. The bills for the 
RSD this month totaled 
$13,013.14.

jonathan@news-banner.com
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RSD answers questions

BHMSD board reviews policies

Donetsk and Luhansk regions, Russia’s most sought-after 
prize.

“The enemy identified the most geographically conve-
nient place ... the state border line,” said Yurii Federenko, 
commander of the ACHILLES battalion of the 92nd bri-
gade. His unit was among others rotated into the northeast 
from the Donetsk region to stabilize the northeast front, he 
said.

He fears a similar front may be opened in the Sumy 
region, which also shares a border with Russia.

The string of villages captured along the contested gray 
zone, where enemy shelling precludes the building of forti-
fications, were also the easiest for Moscow’s forces to nab. 
Their momentum will likely slow as they approach better 
fortified settlements, Ukrainian commanders said.

Small batches of U.S. military aid have started to trick-
le into the front line in the form of much needed artillery, 
said Federenko, whose unit received some of the aid. But it 
will take at least two months before incoming supplies will 
meet Kyiv’s needs to hold the line, he said. Until they arrive, 
Ukraine won’t be able to seize the battlefield initiative, he 
said.

“They now have an opportunity to attack us while we 
cannot properly reply,” he said.

Russia’s offensive seeks to take advantage of this win-
dow of time. “In order to achieve success, in my opinion, in 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions, the enemy needed to spread 
... our defense forces. Accordingly, the enemy started the 
campaign in Kharkiv region specifically,” Federenko said.

Top Biden administration officials and Ukrainian nation-
al security officials held a 90-minute call on Monday to dis-
cuss the situation on the ground in Ukraine as Russia inten-
sifies its bombardment around Kharkiv.

National security adviser Jake Sullivan, Secretary of 
Defense Lloyd Austin, and Gen. CQ Brown, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff spoke with Defense Minister 
Rustem Umerov, Col. Gen. Oleksandr Syrskyi, and head of 
the office the president Andriy Yermak, according to Sulli-
van.

“It was a detailed conversation about the situation on the 
front, about the capabilities that they are most in need of, 
and a real triage effort to say, ‘Get us this stuff this fast so 
that we can be in a position to effectively defend against 
the Russian onslaught,” Sullivan told reporters at a White 
House briefing.

Sullivan added that a new influx of U.S. weaponry for 
Kyiv was expected to be announced by the U.S. administra-
tion in the coming days.

The Kharkiv incursion has effectively pinned Ukrainian 
forces in the region, while potentially drawing precious 
reserves away from heavy battles in the Avdiivka and Cha-
siv Yar areas of the Donetsk region, where Russia’s advance 
has been far more significant and strategically important.

Russian assault
(Continued from Page 1)



By LESLIE 
BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
In the nearly six years 

since a federal law appeared 
to open the doors to delta-8, 
the marijuana-like drug has 
grown into a billion-dollar 
Hoosier industry.

But it’s done so on shaky 
legal ground, leaving retail-
ers and law enforcement 
officials alike seeking legis-
lative clarification: is delta-8 
allowed in Indiana?

“The legislature needs 
to act to provide regula-
tory certainty for businesses 
and legal certainty for both 
law enforcement and pros-
ecutors,” Rep. Jake Teshka, 
R-North Liberty, told the 
Capital Chronicle.

“In the absence of us 
doing anything, there’s just 
this huge legal gray area, 
and it breeds a ton of prob-
lems,” said Teshka, who 
authored an unsuccessful 
attempt to regulate delta-8 
last session.

Lawmakers, however, 
indicate a Senate-House 
stalemate is unlikely to give 
— even with the state on the 
hook for a year-old lawsuit 
over the hemp-derived psy-
choactive’s status.

Hemp frenzy
Congress revived the 

industrial hemp industry in 
2018’s agriculture-focused 
farm bill by removing the 
plant and its seeds from the 
definition of marijuana.

It’s generally considered 
legal as long as it contains 
less than 0.3% delta-9 tet-
rahydrocannabinol — or 
THC, the major psychoac-
tive component in the plant 
— by dry weight. Above 
that, it’s considered banned 
marijuana.

Indiana promptly fol-
lowed suit. Lawmakers in 
2018 legislation used the 
same delta-9 cutoff in legaliz-
ing low-THC hemp extracts, 
and added more hemp-relat-
ed regulations in another law 
the following year.

The state’s delta-8 indus-
try has boomed, as an appar-
ently legal alternative to 
marijuana.

About 540 Indiana retail 
stores and nearly 1,400 gas 
stations have sold about 
$637 million worth of hemp-
based cannabinoid products, 
according to a 2023 study 
by hemp-cannabis data firm 
Whitney Economics. Those 
sales made a total economic 
impact of about $1.8 billion, 
the company found.

But concerns over del-
ta-8’s legality have dogged 
the industry’s growth.

The Indiana State Police, 
for instance, has long held 
that Indiana Code classifies 
all THC types — both natu-
rally occurring and synthetic 
— as Schedule I controlled 
substances, according to 
comments spokesman Capt. 
Ron Galaviz made to Indi-
ana Public Media in 2021. 
The designation means a 

substance has no accepted 
medical use but does have a 
high potential for abuse.

Stuck at the Statehouse
Within a year of legaliza-

tion, lawmakers like Sen. 
Liz Brown, R-Fort Wayne, 
began filing unsuccessful 
attempts to walk back the 
state’s freshly inked stance 
on certain hemp products, 
such as cannabidiol oil.

Then, they turned to 
delta-8.

Sen.  Mike Young, 
R-Indianapolis, repeatedly 
proposed editing the 0.3% 
delta-9 cutoff to include all 
THC types. Bills in 2021 
and 2022 would’ve banned 
most delta-8 products.

Proposals regulating the 
substance haven’t survived 
the legislative process either.

The contention escalated 
into a lawsuit last June, when 
the state’s top attorney opined 
that delta-8 is illicit. The 
advisory came in response 
to an ISP and Indiana Pros-
ecuting Attorneys Council 
request for guidance.

Retailers sued, alleging 
raids and other repercussions.

Some on both sides of the 
equation still want answers 
from the Statehouse.

“This is absolutely a pub-
lic policy question,” said 
Justin Swanson, co-founder 
and president of the Mid-
west Hemp Council. The 
trade organization, which is 
a plaintiff in the lawsuit, has 
dozens of members.

Vanderburgh County 
Sheriff Noah Robinson 
said he agreed with Indi-
ana Attorney General Todd 
Rokita’s legal interpretation, 
but still directed his deputies 
to back off on enforcement 
in a February special order.

He reaffirmed a policy of 
issuing citations instead of 
making physical arrests for 

simple possession of mari-
juana, and halted raids of 
retailers for the sole purpose 
of investigating delta-8.

“I like knowing the law 
that I’m enforcing has solid 

ground underneath it,” 
said Robinson, who is not 
involved in the legal battle. 
He thinks delta-8’s legal sta-
tus is “up in the air” and “in 
flux.”
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” 

obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries 
will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, 
date and place of death, basic genealogical information, the 
date, time and location of calling hours and services and the 
name of the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be 
included, or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a 
“local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and 
will coordinate obituary publication.

Police NotebookCarly Ann Scott, 32
Carly Ann Scott, 32, of Bluffton 

passed away Friday afternoon, 
May 10, 2024, in Bluffton.

Carly was born Oct. 4, 1991, 
in Bluffton, to Duane and Kathy 
(Bates) Scott.

Carly loved most animals 
growing up, but especially her 
goats, was a 10 year 4-H mem-
ber, enjoyed showing rabbits 
and goats. She showed rabbits 
locally and regionally, and espe-
cially enjoyed her annual trips to 
the Indiana State Fair to compete with her rabbits. The 
annual trips were a mini vacation with the highlight of 
going on school clothes shopping trips with her sister 
and mother.

She graduated from Bluffton High School in 2010, 
earning an academic honors diploma, honor society 
member, and was a B.H. Tri-Star athlete letter winner, 
in cross country, swimming and track, in her freshman 
year. When training for cross county at home, Carly 
would often practice with her goats running at her side.

After graduating high school, she was off to college 
at UIndy to study nursing, then transferred to Ivy Tech, 
earning a AS degree as a certified medical assistant, 
then worked at BRMC in family practice. She was a long 
time Bummies employee and worked at Perfect Pet.

Her pride and joy, and best friend was her beloved 
dog, Phinley, which she traveled with on her vacation 
trips. In 2017, she was proud to purchase her first home 
in Bluffton.

Carly loved to spend time with her first cousins, 
traveling on vacations, having Father’s Day cookouts, 
and especially extended Christmas Holidays together. 
Recently Carly had added her niece to her life priorities, 
and loved Addilyn, lighting up with joy, when spending 
time with her.

Survivors include her parents; brother, Trenton of 
Bluffton; and sister Jennifer (Todd) Stauffer and niece 
Addilyn of Greenwood; along with uncles, Michael 
(Beth) Bates, David (Nancy) Bates, Steven Bates, and 
Del (Sylvia) Scott; and aunts, Karen (Michael) Holsinger, 
Delora (Ed) Hartsock, Diane (Steve) Michael; and 12 first 
cousins.

She is preceded in death by her grandparents, Robert 
and Rose Marie Bates, Avon and Peggy Scott; and step-
grandmother, Marge Crill Scott.

Visitation will be held from noon to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
May 19, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral 
Home in Bluffton and for one hour prior to the service.

Funeral services will take place at 10:30 a.m. Monday, 
May 20, 2024, at the funeral home with Barry Crosbie 
officiating. Burial will follow at Gearnand Cemetery. 

Memorials to Wells Co. 4-H Goat /Rabbit program 
or to Brianna’s Hope, for their Meal Fund, and can be 
directed to the funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the family at www.thomarich.com.

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

1595 Harrison Plaza • Bluff ton, IN

A Purchase of $3000 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 5/31/2024

A Purchase of $4000 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 5/31/2024

$300 $500
off off

MARIACHI LOCO
     Mexican Grill & Bar
MARIACHI LOCOMARIACHI LOCO

Call for Carry-Out 260-827-0616

INCIDENTS
County:
Friday, 12:08 p.m., S.R. 

218 and South 600 East, 
Bluffton. Report of a trailer 
off a truck into a fence.

Friday, 3:02 p.m., 1000 
West 900 South, Marion. 
Caller reported subject burnt 
flags from fathers funeral.

Friday, 5:47 p.m., 3000 
West Scott Street, Zanes-
ville. Report of two subjects 
arguing over civil matters.

Saturday, 11:55 a.m., 
Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to Cash Smith at the 
jail.

Saturday, 7:22 p.m., 
North 450 East and East 200 
North, Bluffton. Report of 
suspicious subject in orange 
shirt.

Saturday, 11:58 p.m., 
2100 West 400 North, Mar-
kle. Report of suspicious 
vehicles possibly imper-
sonating police officers, 
vehicles described as pickup 
trucks with siren and PA sys-
tem.

Sunday, 12:20 a.m., 100 
East and East 300 North, 
Bluffton. Subjects corrected 
license plate expiration date 
with a Sharpie, also had a 
no contact order from out 
of state in active DCS case. 
Joshua Norman charged 
with one count of invasion 
of privacy.

Sunday, 7:39 a.m., 3900 

West 1100 North, Markle. 
Caller reported ring camera 
captured a male walking up 
to his car and trying and fail-
ing to get inside.

Sunday, 7:56 a.m., South 
Hoosier Highway and East 
350 South, Bluffton. Report 
of a pig running from neigh-
bor’s yard.

Sunday, 1:49 p.m., 10000 
North 300 West, Markle. 
Caller advised their dog was 
picked up by animal shel-
ter earlier in the week. Dog 
turned to owners.

Sunday, 5:57 p.m., 2600 
South Main Street, Liberty 
Center. Report of dog that 
went after caller’s husband.

Monday, 9:22 a.m., Lan-
caster Elementary School. 
Officer stood by at the 
request of the school to 
ensure unwelcome parent 
did not show up.

Ossian:
Friday, 6:35 p.m., Silo 

Farms, Ossian. Report of 
a tan and white dog that bit 
callers daughter.

Saturday, 12:35 a.m., 
West 1200 North and North 
100 West, Ossian. Report of 
argument, woman advised 
her boyfriend was cheating 
on her. Man advised they 
broke up some time ago, he 
had a new girlfriend now, 
and they were just room-
mates.

Saturday, 10:48 a.m., 

S.R. 1 and U.S. 224, Ossian. 
Report of dog in roadway, 
returned to owner on tag.

Sunday, 12:41 p.m., 100 
block of East 1100 North, 
Ossian. Report of theft from 
vehicle.

Sunday, 11:04 p.m., 
900 block of Prairie Lane, 
Ossian. Report of verbal 
argument between family 
members.

Sunday, 11:12 p.m., 
Ossian Deli. Report of sub-
ject who wouldn’t leave 
after he asked for free food, 
drinks, and to charge his 
phone.

ARRESTS
Joshua Alan Gabehart, 

42, Bluffton; rape, a Level 
1 felony, strangulation, a 
Level 6 felony, possession 
of cocaine, a Level 6 felony, 
and possession of marijuana, 
a Class B misdemeanor. No 
bond set.

Shaletta Rochelle Lynne 
Blanton, 36, Bluffton; dis-
orderly conduct, a Class B 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,000.

Casey Lee Huntley, 43, 
Bluffton; probation viola-
tion, a Level 6 felony. No 
bond set.

Jaden Bensen Puckett, 23, 
Bluffton; provide alcoholic 
beverage to a minor, a Class 
B misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,000.

Andrea Danielle Rambo, 

24, Bluffton; driving while 
suspended — prior, a Class 
A misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,500.

Joel B. Ladig, 53, Bluff-
ton; domestic battery and 
intimidation, both Level 6 
felonies, and domestic bat-
tery, a Class A misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $31,600.

Case James Michael 
Smith, 23, Bluffton; dis-
orderly conduct, a Class B 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,000.

William Alden West, 
30, Warren; residing law 
enforcement using vehicle, a 
Level 6 felony, and habitual 
traffic violator, a Level 6 fel-
ony. Bond set at $10,000.

Donald Duane Mahon II, 
47, Bluffton; possession of 
methamphetamine, a Level 
5 felony, and possession of 
paraphernalia, a Class C 
misdemeanor.

Andrew Jathon Bailey, 
36, Portland; possession of 
marijuana and disorderly 
conduct, both Class B mis-
demeanors.

Santos Coj-Quixan, 22, 
Bluffton; driving while sus-
pended, a Class C misde-
meanor. Bond set at $1,000.

Douglas James Amstutz, 
63, Bluffton; possession of 
cocaine, a Level 6 felony, 
and possession of marijua-
na, a Class B misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $6,000.

Delta-8 legal clarification unlikely as 
Indiana Statehouse stalemate persists

At its regular weekly meeting 
Thursday, May 16, Ossian Rotary 
will host Kody Kumfer, president of 
Ossian Revitalization. After spend-
ing 11 years working with business 
owners and farmers through the bank-
ing industry as a commercial and 
ag banker, Kumfer stepped into the 
role of associate executive director 
with Forgotten Children Worldwide. 
Kumfer is passionate about generos-
ity, advocating for vulnerable people 
around the world, and finding new 
ways to partner with the indigenous 
people in the countries where Forgotten Children World-
wide serves as an orphan care ministry, which is based in 
Bluffton. 

Kumfer is also president of Ossian Revitalization, as well 
as a member of Wells County Chamber Ambassadors, Wells 
County Economic Development, Wells County Revitaliza-
tion, Norwell FFA and a graduate of Level 1 and 2 of Wells 
County Leadership Academy. 

Kumfer first got involved in Ossian Revitalization 15 
years ago, an organization that believes a well-designed 
and well-maintained downtown is vital to our future 
progress, and that the growth and development of Ossian 
include the parks and trail systems around the town that 
connects the community in which we live. Through this 
endeavor, it is their desire to make Ossian an inviting 
place for people to live, work, play and raise a family. 
Large initiatives that Ossian Revitalization has taken the 
lead on have been: development of the Archbold-Wil-
son Park Amphitheater, playground, memorial area and 
nature area. Along with partnering with local businesses 
to extend sidewalks and lights, install welcome signs, 
plant and care for the flowers in downtown, the reading 
room, etc. It consists of 12 passionate and dedicated vol-
unteers that spend their energy to benefit the community 
of Ossian. 

May 16 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. the Ossian Revital-
ization is doing a Nelson’s Chicken Fundraiser to raise 
money to invest back into the community of Ossian. The 
sale will be located at the Shelton Financial building in 
Ossian. Tickets are $10. You can purchase tickets at the 
Town Hall, Ossian Do-It Best Hardware, Farmers & Mer-
chants State Bank, Napa Auto Parts and Welch’s Auto 
Repair. 

Anyone is welcome to attend Ossian Rotary this Thurs-
day morning, at 7:30 at First Baptist Church of Ossian, 1001 
Dehner Drive for this program.

Next week’s speaker will be Megan Jinnings of the 
Adams Wells Crisis Center.

For more information, please contact Jeremy Penrod, 
Ossian Rotary President, at jeremy.penrod@edwardjones.
com.

Please note that Ossian Rotary will cancel when Nor-
well Community Schools has a delay or cancellation due to 
weather.

Ossian Rotary to hear 
from Kody Kumfer of 
Ossian Revitalization

Kody Kumfer
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Still on a mission to see 
the Northern Lights 

It seems that my bucket list grows 
by a few lines each year — a bit faster 
than I can keep up with it at this stage 
in life. 

One item that has been on that list 
since I was in middle school is to one 
day see the Aurora Borealis.

I remember watching a movie on 
TV when I was in eighth grade in 
which the Northern Lights played a 
key part in the plot. It was a two-part 
series called “The Langoliers” based 
off a Stephen King novella. 

It was the first time I remember learning about the 
Aurora Borealis — the stunning ribbons of green, pink, 
dark red, blue and purple light that so many saw in 
northeast Indiana this past weekend. 

My parents had recently bought us our first PC; I 
remember getting online with our dial-up modem and 
going to a search engine (probably Yahoo back then) to 
learn more about the Northern Lights.

Seeing the Aurora went on my bucket list that night 
back in 1995.

When I woke around 4:30 a.m. Saturday and started 
my daily check of the headlines, I was shocked to 
see news accounts of so many Hoosiers who saw the 
Northern Lights Friday night. When I opened social 
media, my feed was full of stunning photographs that 
my Facebook and Instagram friends had posted.

“I can’t believe that I missed it again,” I must have 
yelled, as my wife woke startled and confused about 
what I was trying to tell her before 5 a.m. on a Saturday 
morning. 

“The Northern Lights — we could have seen them 
Friday night! I missed them again.” Let’s just say that 
she wasn’t as disappointed as yours truly. 

I lost count of how many social media friends had 
posted their magnificent images from all around north-
east Indiana as early as 11 p.m. Friday. If only I had 
stayed up a bit longer perhaps we could have seen them.

It was the second time I was so close to seeing the 
Northern Lights but missed them by going to bed too 
early.

After college, some friends and I made a two-month 
road trip from Arizona to Alaska and back. We spent 
nearly 60 days visiting a myriad of state and national 
parks in both the western United States and Canada as 
we drove to Alaska. We camped for two months in tents 
and made our meals on backpacker stoves. 

One of my hopes on that 2004 trip was that we 
would see the Northern Lights, as we drove as far north 
as Fairbanks, Alaska. A month into the trip, however, 
we still had not seen them as we started our journey 
back to Arizona.

On our way home, we decided to take a ferry from 
Juneau, Alaska, to Prince Rupert in Canada. We spent 
two nights sleeping on lawn chairs on the ferry’s deck 
as we admired the beautiful sky and stars. 

I was certain we might see the Northern Lights as we 
made our way south toward Canada.

We tried to sleep in shifts but the ferry’s comfortable 
lawn chairs (aka our beds) were the closest thing to a 
mattress we had been on for more than a month and we 
quickly dozed off that first night. When we woke the 
next morning, however, several of the other passengers 
asked if we had seen the amazing lights last night.

“Didn’t you hear the captain make an announcement 
about the Northern Lights being visible?” someone 
asked us.  We had slept right through his announcement 
and the Aurora Borealis. 

Twenty years later, I missed them again because of 
falling asleep too early Friday night.

When I saw there was a good chance of seeing 
them again Saturday, I reached out to a friend who is 
a professional photographer to see if he was interested 
in trying to observe them Saturday night. We drove to 
rural Leo-Cedarville around 10:30 p.m. Saturday to 
one of his friend’s house in the country and started out 
Northern Lights stake out. 

We waited. 
We drove to a new spot and then decided to come 

back to where we started.
We waited some more.
We saw beautiful stars, the Big Dipper and several 

planes. We heard frogs, the occasional Canada geese 
and some fish in the near-by pond.

We saw some occasional headlights from cars but we 
didn’t see any ribbons of light that even resembled the 
Aurora Borealis. 

We returned home early Sunday morning disappoint-
ed but satisfied that we at least tried to catch a glimpse 
of such a beautiful phenomenon.

Looks like I’ll have to cross that item off my bucket 
list another day.

jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

Justin
 Peeper

I am writing to say a 
hearty “thank you” to every-
one who supported me 
throughout the primary elec-
tion season. 

I set out to give the vot-
ers of Wells County a choice 
and did just that. When we 
don’t have choices, we are 
robbed of one of the aspects 
that separates our constitu-
tional republic from other 
forms of government.  We 
had many choices in this 
election, from strong candi-
dates in our Governor and 
Congressional District races 
to choices in some county-
level races. While none of 
us enjoyed all of the mail 
and the unsolicited text mes-
sages that come along with 
political campaigns, I think 
we need to appreciate that 
we have the right and free-
dom to choose our elected 
officials.

No one puts themselves 
out there for an election 
without an intention and 
desire to win. So, obvi-
ously, I am disappointed. 
It has been, quite frankly, a 
stressful season. However, I 
wouldn’t go back to Febru-
ary and change my decision 
to run for anything! I am so 
blessed for the interactions 
and conversations during 
this time. The opportunity to 
connect with people whom I 
haven’t seen for quite some 
time and to meet new people 
was worth all of the stress, 
the work and the sleepless 
nights.

As I have for the past 20 
plus years, I will continue to 
serve and support our com-
munity proudly. Thanks 
again, Wells County for 
your support!

TAMRA BOUCHER
Markle

In 2016, Donald Trump won the White House by 
running as a disrupter who would come to Washing-
ton and shake things up. That was the right message 
eight years ago. But today, the last thing Americans 
want is disruption. To win in 2024, Trump needs to 
run on the opposite message: as the candidate who 
can end the chaos and restore normalcy in the United 
States.

Trump as the candidate of normalcy? I know, I 
know — but hear me out.

Joe Biden won the White House by painting Trump 
as “an incumbent president who makes things worse, 
not better … who sows chaos rather than providing 
order.” But today, on Biden’s watch, college campuses 
across the country are in chaos. Our southern border 
is in chaos. The world is in chaos, with wars raging on 
two continents.

This creates an opportunity for Trump to seize the 
mantle as the anti-chaos candidate. His winning mes-
sage is not to promise “retribution” against those he 
believes wronged him. It is to tell Americans: Maybe 
you didn’t like the way I talked, but the border was 
secure, the economy was strong (before the pandemic 
hit), inflation was low and the world was largely at 
peace. What do you care more about: my mouth or 
your pocketbook? My behavior, or the behavior of 
Russia, Iran and Hamas? My insults, or illegal immi-
grants pouring across our border and overwhelming 
our communities?

A lot of Americans will answer by saying (deep 
breath): Okay, fine, bring back Trump.

Many voters’ memories of his actions on Jan. 6, 
2021, and the numerous other reasons they disliked 
him have faded. An April New York Times-Siena Col-
lege poll asked: Has Donald Trump ever said anything 
that you found offensive? Six in 10 said either no or 
not recently. Among voters ages 18 to 29, a remark-
able 77 percent said no or not recently. And the Times 
reports that some voters “said that while they disap-
proved of Mr. Trump’s inflammatory style, they won-
dered whether they had placed too much emphasis on 
his personality in past elections.”

What most people do remember, however, is that 
their lives were better under Trump. Almost two-
thirds say they approve of Trump’s handling of the 
economy when he was president. By contrast, a Feb-
ruary Times-Siena poll found a 43 percent plurality 
said Biden’s policies have hurt them personally (only 
18 percent said they helped). And a recent CNN poll 
finds that a 55 percent majority consider Trump’s 

presidency a success (compared with 55 
percent who called it a failure three years 
ago), while 61 percent see Biden’s presi-
dency as a failure.

In other words, Biden is such a disaster 
that he has made Americans nostalgic for 
Trump.

Like most former presidents, Trump is 
benefiting from a bump in public approval 
after leaving office. But unlike most former 
presidents, he is running to reclaim that 
office.

His challenge, therefore, is to harness 
Trump nostalgia by a) not saying things 
that remind voters why they disliked him, and b) 
reminding them what they liked about his presidency 
(his policies) and what they don’t like about Biden’s 
(the panoply of calamities he has unleashed at home 
and abroad).

This means Trump needs to avoid complaining 
about a stolen election and focus on the future. With 
many Americans apparently willing to forgive (or 
at least look past) his conduct on Jan. 6, he needs to 
stop referring to the Capitol rioters as “patriots” and 
“hostages.” He needs to choose a running mate who 
signals stability, not disruption. He needs to persuade 
voters that electing him will not empower his party’s 
lunatic fringe — such as Marjorie Taylor Greene, 
Matt Gaetz and the other GOP legislative arsonists — 
and simply replace left-wing chaos with right-wing 
chaos. (Trump’s strong backing of House Speaker 
Mike Johnson against Greene’s efforts to oust him is 
a good sign.) He needs to focus less on energizing his 
base, which remains solidly behind him, and more on 
winning over swing voters.

If Trump had received just 43,000 more votes in a 
few key states, the 2020 election might have had a dif-
ferent outcome. Such a marginal shift could be the dif-
ference between defeat and victory in 2024. He needs 
to court Americans who liked his policies but are 
uncertain about bringing him back to the White House 
— and behave in a way that gives them permission to 
vote in their self-interest.

Does Trump have the discipline to do this? The 
election hinges on that question. Because if voters 
have to choose between two chaos candidates, Trump 
will lose. But if Trump can paint Biden as the chaos 
candidate — and himself as a return to normalcy — 
he can win.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen @marcthiessen on X

Marc
Thiessen

Trump can win as the anti-chaos candidate

Add Sen. Tom Cotton to VP shortlist
Headlines are now 

filled with names reported 
to be on Donald Trump’s 
“shortlist” of possible VP 
candidates.

These individuals, some 
of whom I know, indeed 
have serious qualifications 
and experience and are 
appropriate to be consid-
ered for the No. 2 position 
in the executive branch of 
the nation’s government. 

This vetting process 
is, as they say, par for the 
course. It’s exactly what we expect 
the presidential candidate to be doing. 

However, in my view, these are 
not “par for the course” times. The 
domestic and international challenges 
we face are without precedent.

Trump will not be running for 
reelection in 2028, and so whoever 
holds the vice presidency will almost 
certainly be on the shortlist to be the 
Republican candidate for the presi-
dency then.

Given all of this, there is one 
name I have not seen among those 
that Trump is considering that I think 
would be a superb addition.

It is Arkansas Sen. Tom Cotton.
Cotton is young, 46 years old, but 

with a resume packed with experi-
ence, all on target and relevant to the 
kind of leadership that our country 
needs to restore our national vitality 
and international leadership.

At home, we are fiscally and cul-
turally bankrupt. 

The Congressional Budget Office 
is projecting federal spending to 
continue to wastefully gush, mostly 

financed by borrowing. CBO 
shows debt held by the pub-
lic reaching 116% of GDP 
by 2034, 139% by 2044 and 
166% by 2054.

For this entire period, CBO 
shows real GDP growth less 
than 2%. 

A new report from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s National Center 
for Health Statistics shows that 
our fertility rate — the rate at 
which we are bringing babies 
into the world — is at an all-

time low. 
The state of marriage, family, 

children — the pillars of a healthy 
society — are dismal.

Globally, the forces of evil — Iran, 
Russia, China — move forward with 
impunity.

Our country needs leadership that 
can change all this. We need leader-
ship that has the strength and courage 
to turn our pathetic fiscal situation 
around and that can restore the USA 
to its appropriate role as leader of the 
free world.

With undergraduate and law 
degrees from Harvard, Cotton was 
elected to the Senate at age 37, 
already having had a distinguished 
military career.

Cotton served as an Army officer 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, winning a 
Bronze Star medal.

He is a fiscal and social conserva-
tive, ready to hold the line on our 
massive wasteful spending while bol-
stering our faltering defense budget, 
which is now dangerously hovering at 
a historical low as a percent of GDP.

Cotton has earned an A+ score 
from the pro-life Susan B. Anthony 
organization. 

He pushed back on the Defense 
Department initiative to pay for 
women soldiers to travel to other 
states to get an abortion when they 
are stationed where abortion is not 
available. 

Most timely now is Cotton’s bold, 
courageous and correct aggressive 
stand against the chaos that has taken 
over so many of our universities.

Cotton called for the immedi-
ate use of police force to stop the 
disruptions and has challenged the 
pro-Hamas, pro-terrorist, antisemitic 
rhetoric and tone of these demonstra-
tions.

Cotton has been courageously 
clear that the First Amendment is 
there to protect freedom, not to pro-
tect antisemitism or the disruption 
of education and interference with 
the lives of those at universities to 
learn. 

His zero tolerance for the prevail-
ing moral chaos is the kind of leader-
ship our country badly needs.

The unwavering stance of Cotton 
for American values — commitment 
to limited government, protection of 
property, recognizing the sanctity of 
life and clarity that national defense 
includes being engaged around the 
world — is exactly on target.

The vice presidency, a heartbeat 
from the presidency, is where this 
outstanding American belongs.

Cotton would be a great addi-
tion to the outstanding list Trump is 
already considering.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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SMALL BUSINESS
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SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Specializing in:
•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines
•	All	Inclusive	

Resorts

SPOTLIGHT
Put your 
business

in the

Call 824-0224

LIN’S LOCK &
 KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Commercial - Business 
Home - Industrial

Electronic Locks - Keypads 
Safes • Handicap openers 

Camera Surveillance

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

 Radio Controls
 1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

 Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

 CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Thank you for reading your 
local newspaper

News-BannerThe

Visiting a get-away cabin and the memories that come with it
We are packing up to leave.
Sister Mary has a little cabin 

on a hilltop tucked in among the 
pines. It is a perfect little get-away.

My earliest memory of the cabin 
was when I was 16 years old and 
my family visited Daniel’s family 
in Danville, Ohio. That trip happens 
to be the first time I learned who 
Daniel was. Oh my, I had no idea 
how many amazing things were 
still to be discovered about him in 
years to come! I couldn’t help but 
be impressed with this Godly young 
man but would not dare dream that 
he would one day ask me to estab-
lish a friendship with him and later 
to become his wife.

I smile as I think of that day. 
The cabin was in the final stages 
of being built and the pines had 
not been planted yet. On my short 
walk from the cabin to the van I 
grabbed a couple of wild flowers 
and pinned them on my seat belt. 
On the seven-hour trip home, the 
flowers brought back warm memo-
ries of a time spent with Mary and 
her family.

A couple of years later I was 
back in that same cabin, only this 
time it was with Daniel for a Sun-
day afternoon date. I marveled. 
Could this be for real? We had a 
blessed time together as we read a 
passage in the Bible, prayed, and 
chatted.

Several years passed, we were 
back in the cabin again, this time 
to be with Daniel’s brother and his 

young family who had moved into 
the cabin.

Ten years down the line of time, 
Daniel and I were back in the cabin 
once more. This time we went with 
our six precious children over our 
Christmas vacation while we vis-
ited Ohio family. The quiet corner 
was no longer occupied on a daily 
basis. It was back to being a guest 
cabin and get away.

It was one of those perfect white 
Christmases. Arriving at our desti-
nation, we rounded the corner on 
top of the long lane with pines on 
either side, there was the cabin, 
nestled among snow covered trees. 
It was a winter wonderland in real-
ity. The cabin was warm and invit-
ing as we unloaded our belongings 
and settled in for a couple of days. 
It was good for Daniel to be back 
on home stomping grounds, espe-
cially with all his memories of 
helping his dad, brothers, and sis-
ter on the family project of build-
ing the cabin and laying stone after 
stone for the fireplace in the living 
room.

No one would ever guess that 
years ago this exact location was 
a neighborhood dump. When it 
was purchased by the family it 
was completely junked out with 
piles of trash. The transformation 

in making something so beauti-
ful out of what used to be nothing, 
but annoyance is motivating. What 
all will God be able to do with the 
areas in our lives which used to be 
filled with only irritations or things 
difficult to get rid of?

Things keep changing, Daniel 
passed on to glory, still the cabin 
is there waiting to welcome friends 
or family. This spring I just got this 
strong urge that we need to go to 
Ohio again and spend time with 
Daniel’s grandparents who are in 
their 90s, then of course see my 
grandma in Walnut Creek, and be 
with many other friends and family 
in Danville.

Thanks to Mary for getting 
everything ready in the cabin for 
us once more. We will miss Daniel 
on this special event, nonetheless, 
we praise God for this opportunity 
to be there and trust it will be well 
despite the empty spot.

The children are all excited 
about going back to the cabin again 
and plan to take their soft balls, 
gloves, and volleyball. Little Josh-
ua takes his Daddy shirt with him 
whenever he travels. This black 
nightshirt was given to Daniel by 
his brother Tobias; Joshua now 

takes great comfort in it and wipes 
his tears with it.

We hope to keep our forenoons 
open for ample time together as a 
family, having practice sessions, 
singing, and so on. The afternoons 
and evenings will probably have 
more events such as visiting others 
or hopefully having friends at the 
cabin with us. My list of people I 
want to see keeps stretching longer, 
we’ll see if two weeks will get it 
or if we’ll need to stay longer. I’m 
not fond of the thought of not see-
ing our church family for so long, 
but then who can be two people at 
once?

Mary’s lattes, baked goods, and 
authentic dishes have a way of 
making all of us feel extra loved 
when we miss Daddy on our visits 
to Ohio. I’ll pass her Rhubarb bars 
on for you to try. She is the one 
who introduced it to me this spring.

SOUR CREAM RHUBARB 
BARS

 1 cup butter
1 cup brown sugar
2 cups flour
2 cups quick oats
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
 Filling:
4 eggs yolks
2 cups rhubarb
1 /2 cup brown sugar
2 tablespoons clear gel
1 /2 cup white sugar
2 cups sour cream
 Boil filling for a couple min-

utes or until thickened. Pat 2 /3 of 
crumbs into the bottom of  9 X 13 
inch pan. Bake at 350 for 15 min-
utes.  Remove from the oven and 
spread the filling over the baked 
crumbs.  Then spread rest of the 
crumb topping on top and bake for 
an addition 20 minutes. 

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

Psi Ote members Jacie 
Moser and Liz, Moser, at 

left, are shown presenting a 
$300 check for art supplies to 
Lancaster Elementary School 

art teacher Mrs. Nunley and 
Principle Mrs. Butcher, at 

right. Approving of the trans-
action were 3rd grader Aubrre 
Moser and registered kinder-
gartner Asher Moser, in front. 

(Photo provided)

Members of Bluffton’s 
Psi Iota Xi have gifted each 
of the county’s art teachers  
with a check for $300 to be 
used in their classrooms for 
supplies.

A total of $3,000 was 
awarded. The art teachers at 
Bluffton Harrison Elementa-
ry, Middle and High School; 
Lancaster and Ossian Ele-
mentary; Northern Wells 
Middle and High School; 
Southern Wells Elementary 
and Middle School; and 
Bethlehem Lutheran Ele-
mentary School were pre-
sented the checks.

Psi Iota Xi sorority gifts art 
supplies to Wells County teachers

A kayaking adventure on the Wabash River with the Abnets
By BARBARA 

BARBIERI
A “bursting at the 

seams” crowd was on 
hand at the most recent 
Lunch and Learn gather-
ing at Ouabache State Park 
as LaNae and John Abnet 
shared their adventures of 
“Kayaking the Wabash and 
Beyond” with those attend-
ing.

They began their pro-
gram by John playing the 
guitar as LaNae led the 
audience in the daily song 
(DoWaDiddy) they sang 
as they began each day 
of their three and a half 
month, 1,591 mile journey 
to the Gulf of Mexico in 
2015.

The adventure had 
begun in May of 2014 as 
the husband and wife did 

a year of preparation for 
the adventure. They were 
determined to eat healthy 
which led them to growing 
their own food on their 32 
acre farm (Dead Orchard 
Ranch near Geneva) and 
LaNae learning to dehy-
drate food for the 720 
meals she prepared. And 
John worked at assembling 
the kayaks and the gear 
they would need.

The dehydrated food 
packages were put into 
boxes by John to be mailed 
by a friend weekly to a post 
office along their route.

Their trip began in Ohio 
by a Turkey Farm’s drain-
age pipe on April 1, 2015 as 
they hiked the first day until 
the water became wide and 
deep enough for the kayaks. 
One of their early stops was 

at Bluffton’s Kehoe Park 
where at a chance meeting 
they were invited to be the 
dinner guests of then Bluff-
ton’s Mayor Ted Ellis and 
his wife Marge. (Marge is 
a kayaker.) Also near this 
area of the Wabash they 
encountered the Herons 
Rookery between Bluffton 
and Markle.

They continued showing 
slides of the various stops 
on the journey down the 
Wabash river to the Ohio 
River to the Mississippi 
River to the Gulf of Mexi-
co. Each day they traveled 
from 15 to 35 miles, start-
ing early in the morning to 
avoid the heat during the 
day. Getting started in the 
morning would take about 
two hours to reload the 
kayaks after daily devo-

tions, checking of the 
weather radar and the eat-
ing of breakfast.

LaNae has written two 
books about their adven-
tures Titled “Paddling 
Edna” Part I and Part II, 
which were offered for sale 
with autographs.

Corner Depot Cater-
ing provided the cake des-
serts for the gathering. Park 
Naturalist Lydia Ade told of 
park events including the 
coming Weed Wrangle on 
Saturday, May 18, from 10 
a.m. until noon.

Next Lunch & Learn 
event will be held on 
Thursday, June 13th, when 
Dian Jorday from the 
National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration will tell “All About 
Turkeys.” The programs 
are free but gate fees apply.

LaNae and John Abnet were program presenters at the Oua-
bache State Park Lunch & Learn event Thursday as they took 
those attending on a Kayaking Journey down the Wabash 
River, via a slide presentation. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

Events at
Promenade 
Park in Fort 

Wayne
During the month 

of May the follow-
ing events will be 
happening at Fort 
Wayne’s Promenade 
Park.

Firef ly  Tour : 
Wednesay, May 15, 
7 p.m., free, dancers 
from the Fort Wayne 
School of Ballet.

An information 
session about Drag-
on Boat Racing will 
be held on Thursday, 
May 23, 6-7 p.m. at 
the Park Founda-
tion Pavilion. RSVP 
to Sarah.umbden-
stock@city offort-
wayne.org.

With the weather warm-
ing the list of festivals 
increases and the 500 Festi-
val in Indianapolis leads the 
list for events through May 
25th.

There are events at both 
the Speedway and in down-
town Indianapolis. More 
information at 500festival.
com.

Tri State Gas Engine 
& Tractor Association 42nd 
Swap & Sell Meet: May 
15-18, Portland by Jay 
County Fairgrounds, admis-
sion charged, tristategasen-
ginetractor.com.

Redbud Quilt Show: 
May 17-18, Anderson 
Museum of Art, admission 
charged, 765-354-4691.

Art of Wine (Carmel): 
May 18, Carmel Arts & 
Design District, food ven-
dors, wine-related art, live 
entertainment, free wine 
tasting for those 21 and 
over, carmelartanddesign.
com

Indiana Peony Festival 
(Noblesville’s Seminary 
Park): May 18, over 50 ven-
dors with peony inspired 
products, free, indiana-
peonyfestival.com

Fairy, Gnome & Troll 
Festival (Kendallville): 
May 18, storytime with Tin-
kerbell, arts,crafts and food 
vendors, circus acts, free, 
kendallvilllechamber.com

Fort Wayne Cherry 
Blossom Festival: May 
19, Walb Student Union, 
PFW, noon-6 p.m., Japanese 
music, dance, tea ceremony, 
free, cherryblossomfw.com

Tri State Bluegrass Fes-
tival (Kendallville): May 
23-26, Noble County Fair-
grounds, Bluegrass and Ole 
Timey bands performing,  
admission charged, blue-
grassusa.net.

Round the Fountain 
Art Fair (Lafayette): May 
25, 50th annual event, juried 
art sale, free, roundthefoun-
tain.org.

May festivals around Indiana
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By RYAN WALKER
Norwell picked up a potential 

momentum-shifting victory in soft-
ball Monday night.

The Knights (10-7, 4-3 NE8) 
were carried by three home runs in 
a 7-6 win over the visiting Colum-
bia City Eagles (13-5, 4-3 NE8). 
The win finishes the Northeast 8 
Conference season for the Knights 
at 4-3, one game better than last 
year. That ties them with the Eagles 
and Bellmont in third.

A five-run rally in the bottom 
of the fifth inning put the Knights 
in the driver’s seat, but the Eagles 
roared back on Aleighya Noe’s 
two-run homer. That threat was 
deemed just one run too late as 
Kayla Watkins earned the save for 
the win.

“Honestly, I take it one game at 
a time,” Norwell head coach Kevin 
Baird said. “We’re coming out here 
and just trying to put the best team 
on the field each game and just bat-
tle. The one thing I want our kids 
to know is the DNA of our team, 
our MO, I want us to be a team that 
fights to the first inning to the sev-
enth inning.”

It’s been a frustratingly up-and-
down year for the Knights. Weather 
has postponed eight total games — 
four of which were all right in a row 
to start the season. The 2024 cam-
paign was supposed to begin with South Adams on April 4, 
but Norwell didn’t play its first game until April 13.

While playing catch up with other experienced teams, 
the Knights have struggled to find an identity, according to 
Baird. But as the team plays consistent softball, they might 
have started to find a groove.

In Monday night’s contest, the Knights had five extra-
base hits in the game. Sami Lemler drilled two home runs, 
while Jordan Markley got a solo shot for run No. 7 in the 
sixth inning — one that turned out to be important.

Last year, the Knights had 51 extra-base hits in 26 
games. In 2024, the team has 46 in 17 games. Perhaps, the 
team’s pop could be Norwell’s identity.

“The sky’s the limit for this 
team if they believe,” Baird said. 
“We have a ton of power. I have 
seven kids that can take the ball 
out of the ballpark.”

Out of all five hits, Reese 
Frauhiger’s double that scored 
two runs in the fifth inning could 
have set the fire. Her hit put the 
team back within striking dis-
tance, as Eagle starting pitcher 
Emma Hiss, who had a 8-2 
record and 1.43 ERA entering the 
game, began to settle in on the 
mound.

Hiss struck out the side in 
the fourth inning, with only 
Lemler’s solo shot in the sec-
ond frame being the only dam-
age. But Frauhiger’s double got 
the Knights within a 4-3 score 
and tied the game on Kaydance 
Clark’s RBI single.

Then, Lemler stepped up to 
the plate and mashed a two-run 
home run to left centerfield — a 
no-doubter.

Baird said that Frauhiger’s 
double might have been the 
sparkplug the team needed.

“I think the energy of our 
dugout when somebody gets an 
extra-base hit, it immediately 

takes the energy up a little bit,” 
Baird said. “Reese is one of those 
kids that’s just a sophomore and 

has huge upside, and when she gets going or any one of our 
sophomores get a big hit, for whatever reason, that kind of 
starts sparking that energy. I think it gets all the young kids 
that are their buddies or friends — it kind of becomes ener-
getic for the whole team.”

The three bombs gave the team its 11 on the year. Kara 
Brown leads the field with four of them.

On the mound, Lemler picked up her sixth win of the 
season. Kara Brown and Watkins also threw.

Norwell has five games remaining on its schedule before 
traveling to Oak Hill to face Peru. The Knights will host 
Woodlan at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 15.

ryan@news-banner.com

By RYAN WALKER
Norwell’s Quentauris Jones signed to run 

track at Taylor University Monday morning 
at the high school.

The Knights’ senior will be joining the 
Trojans for sprints, including the 100m, 
200m and the 4x100m relay.

Jones was surrounded by a large crowd 
of friends and several members of his fam-
ily to watch him go to the next level. Nor-
well coaches Deidre Stoppenhagen and Josh 
Gerber, along with Taylor track and field 
head coach Derek Gay (also the sprints and 
hurdles coach), were in attendance.

Norwell’s community might have 
inspired Jones to want to join another strong 
one at his new school, as he values the com-
munity.

“I choose Taylor because they have a 
great community,” Jones said. “One thing I 
look for in a college is new people and how 
intentional they are in what they do and the 

impact they want on others. Personally, I 
feel like if I go there, I can have a big impact 
on the community.”

Not only did Gay recruit Jones, but so 
did 2023 Norwell graduate, and now hur-
dler at Taylor, Jake Parker. Parker pushed 
for Jones to join the team and his sales pitch 
was enough to bring him over.

“Jake Parker had a lot to do with it,” 
Jones laughed. “He spoke some words to 
me and he gave me an opportunity to say 
‘Come on, slide and let’s get you here.’ I’m 
thankful for that guy. I’m thankful for Jake 
Parker for a great influence.”

In Jones’ senior year thus far, he was a 
part of the first-place 4x100m relay team at 
the Northeast 8 Conference meet last week. 
He will compete in the sectional on Thurs-
day.

Jones will study business management at 
Taylor.

ryan@news-banner.com

Tigers earn share of ACAC 
baseball title, but falls in 

season game against Braves
Bluffton earned at least a share of the 

ACAC Conference baseball championship 
Monday night.

The Tigers accomplished the feat with-
out any work done on their own on Monday, 
but in the hands of the Adams Central Flying 
Jets, who defeated undefeated Heritage 8-0 on 
Monday. Because of Bluffton’s finished 5-1 
conference record and Heritage losing a game, 
the Tigers clinched the share.

Heritage has one more game left to go to 
determine if it will share with Bluffton. They’re 
set to face South Adams Tuesday night.

Against Blackhawk Christain, Bluffton lost 
2-1 at home Monday night.

With the loss, the Tigers fall to 12-8 on the 
season.

Bluffton had three hits, one each by Braxton 
Betancourt (double), Axton Beste and Eli Gar-
rett. Nobody had an RBI.

Garrett pitched on the mound for the Tigers 
and got the loss, throwing five innings and 
allowed two runs and struck out five.

Colton Arnold threw two innings in relief 
and allowed no runs, hits or walks.

Bluffton will host Southern Wells in a non-
conference game at 5 p.m. Tuesday, May 14.

Girls’ tennis sectional 
pairings released

The girls’ tennis sectional pairings have 
been released by the IHSAA.

In Round 1 of Sectional 30 at Bluffton High 
School, the Bluffton Tigers will square off with 
Adams Central. The Jets defeated the Tigers 
earlier in the season 3-2. All sectional matches 
will start at 4:30 p.m. for Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. Teams will play simultaneously 
on both ends of the court.

The winner of that game will face South 
Adams.

On the other side of the bracket, Norwell 
will face Bellmont. The Knights defeated the 
Braves 4-1 earlier in the season.

Raiders top the 
Panthers in softball game

Southern Wells went on the road and defeat-
ed Lakewood Park Christian 8-3 in softball 
Monday night.

The Raiders boosted their record to 6-14 on 
the season.

Of the eight hits, the Raiders were led by 
Gracie Reeve’s three-hit night with two dou-
bles. Kenzie Paxton went 2-4 with a double 
and four RBI, while Kyah Thomas went 1-3 
with three RBI.

Kaylea Coffel threw a complete three-run 
game, with only one being earned. She struck 
out five and allowed five hits.

Southern Wells will host North Side for its 
final regular season game at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 14.

Tigers rout Warriors in 
nonconference softball

Bluffton defeated Wes-Del on the road in 
softball 13-2 Monday night.

The Tigers improved to a 10-10 record with 
the win.

Bluffton tallied 15 hits, led by the 5-5 night 
for Averi Petty, who had five singles and five 
runs scored. Madyson Sonnigsen, Konley Ault 
and Madison Smith had two hit nights and 

RBI. Sonnigsen had a triple and Smith a dou-
ble. Kayla Kiefer also had a hit and two RBI.

Sonnigsen got the win, throwing seven 
complete innings, allowing only three hits, two 
unearned runs and struck out nine.

Bluffton hosts Fremont at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 15.

Tigers top Starfires in golf
Bluffton won on the road against South 

Adams in golf Monday at Wabash Valley.
The Tigers shot a 168 and the Starfires 178.
Leading the Tigers and the medalist was 

Declan Grieser with a score of 38, followed by 
Connor Klopfenstein (41), Kade Abbett (42), 
Max White (47) and Anthony Hartman (49).

Bluffton fell in the junior varsity match 199-
212.

The Tigers were led by Kyler Potter with 
a score of 46, followed by Chris Castaneda 
(53), Will Ault (56), Hutch Craighead (57) and 
Landon Crist (62). Connor Collins (55) and 
Graham Linderwell (62) also participated.

Bluffton will host Eastbrook at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 16.

Knights fall to Chargers 
in final girls’ tennis match

Norwell fell 4-1 at Carroll in its final girls’ 
tennis regular season match of the year.

The Knights finish with a 13-3 record.
Individual results:

• Jana Beier (C) defeated Addy Heyerly 6-1, 
6-2 at No. 1 singles.

• Kenna Shoup (C) defeated Delaney 
Hoover 6-4, 7-5 at No. 2 singles.

• Macie Saalfrank (N) defeated Megan 
McMillen 7-5, 6-2 at No. 3 singles.

• Riley Glassley and Chloe Ceresa (C) 
Annabelle Johnson and Macy Felger 6-3, 6-4 
at No. 1 doubles.

• Julianna Ounsonbath and Bianca Yaney 
(C) defeated Jordyn Xayyachack and Ciera 
Hiester 6-2, 6-2 at No. 2 doubles.

Norwell won the junior varsity match 4-2.
Results for JV:

• Aubrey Meyer (N) defeated Brenna 
Bulock 8-5.

• Gabbi Hoeppner (N) defeated Grace Wid-
enhofer 8-6.

• Lucy Gerbers (N) defeated Katie Gosheff 
8-1.

• Nadja Smolorich (C) defeated Sam Evans 
6-2.

• JJ Kokonaing and Christina Pulcini (C) 
defeated Hope Mitchell and Emmaline John-
son 8-4.

• Sam Evans and Aubryn Keller (N) defeat-
ed Amarah Trulock and Abbie Johnson 8-0.

Norwell will play Bellmont at Bluffton 
High School in Round 2 of the sectional tour-
nament at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 15.

Tigers play Patriots in 
middle school tennis

Bluffton played Jay County in middle 
school tennis Monday night.

The team plays its matches in a round-by-
round format, playing for 20 minutes at a time.

Round winners:
Round 1: Parker Christal and Bear Sprun-

ger.
Round 2: None
Round 3: Ethan Ribich and Dane Fieechter 

and Cooper Dunnuck and Heath Gerber.
Round 4: Ribich and Eli Seago.
Varsity round winners:
Fiecther, Jordan Simpson-Barkley, Christal 

and Ribich and
Ithan Rinkenberger and Seago.

Sports Roundup

TUESDAY, MAY 14
BASEBALL: Norwell at Columbia City, 5:30 

p.m.; Southern Wells at Bluffton, 5 p.m. (non-
conference)

BOYS GOLF: Bellmont/East Noble at 
Norwell, 4 p.m.; Adams Central at Southern 
Wells, 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: (Sectional) Adams Central 
at Bluffton, 4:30 p.m.

SOFTBALL: North Side at Southern Wells, 
5:30 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD: (Girls sectional,) Bluffton, 
Norwell, Southern Wells at Marion, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
BASEBALL: Norwell at Northrop, 5:30 p.m.
GIRLS TENNIS: (Sectional) Norwell vs. 

Bellmont at Bluffton, 4:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL: Woodlan at Norwell, 5:30 

p.m.; Fremont at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, MAY 16
BASEBALL: Norwell at Carroll, 6 p.m.; 

Bluffton at Huntington North, 6 p.m.
BOYS GOLF: Eastbrook at Bluffton 4:30 

p.m.; Madison-Grant at Southern Wells, 4:30 
p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: (Sectional) Bluffton, Nor-
well at Bluffton vs. TBD, 4:30 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD: (Boys sectional,) Bluff-
ton, Norwell, Southern Wells at Marion, 5:30 
p.m.

SOFTBALL: North Side at Norwell, 5:30 
p.m.; Winchester at Bluffton, 5 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 17
BASEBALL: Anderson Prep at Southern 

Wells, 5:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Norwell, 5 p.m.
SATURDAY,  MAY 18
BASEBALL: Bluffton at Southwood, 10 

a.m.
BOYS GOLF: Norwell’s NE8 Meet at Cob-

blestone Golf Course, 9 a.m.; Bluffton, South-
ern Wells’ ACAC meet at Celina Linx Golf 
Course, 9 a.m.

SOFTBALL: Norwell at Whitko (double-
header), 10 a.m.

MONDAY, MAY 20
SOFTBALL: Liberty Christian at Southern 

Wells, 6:30 p.m.
TUESDAY, MAY 21
BOYS GOLF: South Adams at Norwell, 

4:30 p.m.; Bluffton at Huntington North, 4:30 
p.m.; Southern Wells at Northfield, 4:30 p.m.

SOFTBALL: (Sectional) Norwell vs. Peru at 
Oak Hill, 5 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22
BASEBALL: (Sectional) Peru at Norwell, 

7:30 p.m
THURSDAY, MAY 23
BASEBALL: (Sectional) Bluffton at South 

Adams, 5:30 p.m.

High School Calendar

Knights smash three homers to 
beat Eagles in NE8 Conference play

Norwell shortstop Reese Frauhiger gears up to fire 
a ground ball to the Knights’ first baseman Nevada 
Lenwell.

At top, Norwell’s Sami Lemler smokes the ball to dead center-
field for the first of her two home runs against Columbia City 
at home Monday night. Above, Lemler rounds third and slaps 
fives with head coach Kevin Baird after hitting the ball in the 
above photo. Her two blasts helped lead the Knights to a 7-6 
victory over the Eagles. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Norwell’s Quentauris Jones (middle) signs with Taylor University Monday morning at the high 
school. Pictured with him are from left to right: front row, Noah Jones, Taylor head track and field 
coach Derek Gay, Jalen Jones, Quentauris Jones, Taresa Jones and Ishiah Jones. Back row, 
Norwell assistant coach Josh Gerber, coach Deidre Stoppenhagen, Saion Sandifer and coach 
Wendy Bailey. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

Norwell’s Quentauris Jones signs 
with Taylor for track and field
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BASKETBALL
NBA

Friday, May 10
Indiana 111, New York 106
Denver 117, Minnesota 90

Saturday, May 11
Dallas 105, Oklahoma City 101, Dal-

las leads series 2 - 1
Boston 106, Cleveland 93, Boston 

leads series 2 - 1
Sunday, May 12

Indiana 121, New York 89, series 
tied 2 - 2

Denver 115, Minnesota 107, series 
tied 2 - 2

Monday, May 13
Boston 109, Cleveland 102
Oklahoma City at Dallas, late

Tuesday, May 14
Indiana at New York, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Denver, 10:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 15
Cleveland at Boston, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Oklahoma City, 9:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 16
Denver at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.

Friday, May 17
New York at Indiana, TBA
x-Boston at Cleveland, TBA
Saturday, May 18

x-Oklahoma City at Dallas, TBA
Sunday, May 19

x-Cleveland at Boston, TBA
x-Minnesota at Denver, TBA
x-Indiana at New York, TBA

HOCKEY
NHL

Friday, May 10
Florida 6, Boston 2, Florida leads 

series 3 - 1
Edmonton 4, Vancouver 3, OT, 

series tied 1 - 1
Saturday, May 11

Carolina 4, N.Y. Rangers 3, N.Y. 
Rangers leads series 3 - 1

Dallas 4, Colorado 1, Dallas leads 
series 2 - 1

Sunday, May 12
Florida 3, Boston 2
Vancouver at Edmonton late

Monday, May 13
Carolina 4, N.Y. Rangers 1
Dallas at Colorado, late

Tuesday, May 14
Boston at Florida, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at Edmonton, 9:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 15
Colorado at Dallas, 8 p.m.

Thursday, May 16
Edmonton at Vancouver, TBA
x-N.Y. Rangers at Carolina, TBA

Friday, May 17
x-Florida at Boston, TBA
x-Dallas at Colorado, TBA

Saturday, May 18
x-Oklahoma City at Dallas, TBA

Sunday, May 19
x-Cleveland at Boston, TBA
x-Minnesota at Denver, TBA
x-Indiana at New York, TBA

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 26 14 .650 —
New York 27 15 .643 —
Boston 21 20 .512 5½
Tampa Bay 21 21 .500 6
Toronto 19 22 .463 7½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Cleveland 26 16 .619 —
Minnesota 24 16 .600 1
Kansas City 25 17 .595 1
Detroit 21 20 .512 4½
Chicago 12 29 .293 13½

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Seattle 22 19 .537 —
Texas 22 21 .512 1
Oakland 19 24 .442 4
Houston 16 25 .390 6
Los Angeles 15 26 .366 7

Sunday’s Games
Minnesota 5, Toronto 1
Boston 3, Washington 2
Arizona 9, Baltimore 2
Cleveland 7, Chicago White Sox 0
Houston 9, Detroit 3
N.Y. Yankees 10, Tampa Bay 6
Colorado 3, Texas 1
Kansas City 4, L.A. Angels 2
Seattle 8, Oakland 4

Monday’s Games
Detroit 6, Miami 5
Toronto 3, Baltimore 2, 10 innings
Tampa Bay 5, Boston 3
Houston 9, Oakland 2
Cleveland 7, Texas 0
St. Louis at L.A. Angels, late
Kansas City at Seattle, late
Washington at Chicago White Sox, 

ppd.
Tuesday’s Games

Washington (Williams 4-0) at Chi-
cago White Sox (Flexen 2-3), 4:40 
p.m., 1st game

Toronto (Bassitt 3-5) at Baltimore 
(Bradish 0-0), 6:35 p.m.

Miami (Weathers 2-4) at Detroit 
(Olson 0-4), 6:40 p.m.

Tampa Bay (Civale 2-3) at Boston 
(Pivetta 1-2), 7:10 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (Rodón 3-2) at Minne-
sota (Paddack 4-1), 7:40 p.m.

Cleveland (Lively 1-2) at Texas 
(Leiter 0-0), 8:05 p.m.

Oakland (Sears 3-2) at Houston 
(Blanco 4-0), 8:10 p.m.

Washington (Parker 2-1) at Chicago 
White Sox (Fedde 3-0), 8:10 p.m., 2nd 
game

St. Louis (Gray 4-2) at L.A. Angels 
(Detmers 3-4), 9:38 p.m.

Kansas City (Wacha 2-4) at Seattle 
(Gilbert 3-1), 9:40 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Toronto at Baltimore, 12:35 p.m.
Miami at Detroit, 1:10 p.m.
Washington at Chicago White Sox, 

2:10 p.m.
Kansas City at Seattle, 4:10 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Boston, 7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Minnesota, 7:40 

p.m.
Cleveland at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Oakland at Houston, 8:10 p.m.
St. Louis at L.A. Angels, 9:07 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 29 13 .690 —
Atlanta 25 13 .658 2
Washington 19 20 .487 8½
New York 19 21 .475 9
Miami 11 32 .256 18½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 24 17 .585 —
Chicago 24 18 .571 ½
Pittsburgh 19 23 .452 5½
Cincinnati 17 23 .425 6½
St. Louis 16 24 .400 7½

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 27 15 .643 —
San Diego 22 21 .512 5½
Arizona 19 22 .463 7½
San Francisco 19 23 .452 8
Colorado 12 28 .300 14

Sunday’s Games
Boston 3, Washington 2
Arizona 9, Baltimore 2
Miami 7, Philadelphia 6, 10 innings
Chicago Cubs 5, Pittsburgh 4, 10 

innings
St. Louis 4, Milwaukee 3
Colorado 3, Texas 1
San Diego 4, L.A. Dodgers 0
San Francisco 6, Cincinnati 5, 10 

innings
N.Y. Mets 4, Atlanta 3

Monday’s Games
Detroit 6, Miami 5
Atlanta 2, Chicago Cubs 0
Philadelphia 5, N.Y. Mets 4, 10 

innings
Pittsburgh 8, Milwaukee 6
St. Louis at L.A. Angels, late
Cincinnati at Arizona, late
Colorado at San Diego, late
L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco, late
Washington at Chicago White Sox, 

ppd.
Tuesday’s Games

Philadelphia (Nola 4-2) at N.Y. Mets 
(Buttó 1-2), 1:10 p.m.

Washington (Williams 4-0) at Chi-
cago White Sox (Flexen 2-3), 4:40 
p.m., 1st game

Miami (Weathers 2-4) at Detroit 
(Olson 0-4), 6:40 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Taillon 3-0) at Atlanta 
(Sale 5-1), 7:20 p.m.

Pittsburgh (Priester 0-3) at Milwau-
kee (Ross 1-4), 7:40 p.m.

Washington (Parker 2-1) at Chicago 
White Sox (Fedde 3-0), 8:10 p.m., 2nd 
game

St. Louis (Gray 4-2) at L.A. Angels 
(Detmers 3-4), 9:38 p.m.

Cincinnati (Greene 1-2) at Arizona 
(Cecconi 1-2), 9:40 p.m.

Colorado (Quantrill 2-3) at San 
Diego (Cease 5-2), 9:40 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Stone 3-1) at San 
Francisco (Winn 3-5), 9:45 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Miami at Detroit, 1:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee, 1:10 p.m.
Washington at Chicago White Sox, 

2:10 p.m.
Cincinnati at Arizona, 3:40 p.m.
Colorado at San Diego, 4:10 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Philadelphia, 6:40 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
St. Louis at L.A. Angels, 9:07 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco, 

9:45 p.m.

Midwest League
East Division

 W L Pct. GB
Great Lakes 20 13 .606 —
Lake County 20 13 .606 —
Lansing  16 17 .485 4
West Michigan 15 18 .455 5
Dayton  14 19 .424 6
Fort Wayne  12 21 .364 8

West Division
 W L Pct. GB

Wisconsin  21 12 .636 —
Quad Cities  19 14 .576 2
Cedar Rapids  18 14 .563 2½
Beloit  17 15 .531 3½
South Bend  13 20 .394 8
Peoria 12 21 .364 9

Saturday’s Games
Lansing 11, Great Lakes 8, 11 

innings
Peoria 6, Beloit 3
South Bend 4, Cedar Rapids 3
Lake County 9, Dayton 3
Wisconsin 2, Quad Cities 0
West Michigan 4, Fort Wayne 3
Sunday’s Games
Dayton 3, Lake County 0
Lansing 4, Great Lakes 3
Fort Wayne 7, West Michigan 10, 

10 innings
Wisconsin 6, Quad Cities 3
Cedar Rapids 4, South Bend 2, 10 

innings
Peoria 9, Beloit 3

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled

Tuesday’s Games
West Michigan at Peoria, 12:05 p.m.
Lake County at Lansing, 6:05 p.m.
South Bend at Fort Wayne, 6:35 

p.m.
Great Lakes at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Quad Cities at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 

p.m.
Beloit at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Lake County at Lansing, 11:05 a.m.
Quad Cities at Cedar Rapids, 1:05 

News-Banner Scoreboard

Habegger earns fifth at 
Indiana State meet
Miken Habegger bowled in the Indi-
ana State Pepsi Championship 2024 
at Strike Force Lanes in Greenfield on 
Sunday. Habegger finished in fifth place, 
bowling a total of 1,325 pins. (Photo pro-
vided)

By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — Even when 
it’s supposed to be somewhat easy, the 
Boston Celtics have a weird way of 
making things hard.

On Monday night, they nearly stum-
bled against an overmatched Cleveland 
team.

Jayson Tatum scored 33 points 
with LeBron James watching from a 
courtside seat and the Celtics beat the 
severely short-handed Cavaliers 109-
102 in Game 4 to take a commanding 
3-1 lead in their Eastern Conference 
semifinal series.

Jaylen Brown added 27 for the Celt-
ics, who can close out Cleveland with 
a win in Game 5 on Wednesday night 
at home.

“It took us a little while to get going, 
and stop ball watching and play some 
basketball,” Brown said.

Game 6, if necessary, would be back 
at Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse on Fri-
day.

The Cavs got pushed to the brink 
of elimination with two top players in 
street clothes on the bench, as Donovan 
Mitchell (calf) and Jarrett Allen (ribs) 
sat out with injuries. Their status going 
forward is uncertain.

It was nothing new for a Cleveland 
team that dealt with injuries all season, 
but it was a big ask for the Cavs to try 
and survive without Mitchell, their All-
Star guard who has carried the offen-
sive load throughout the postseason, or 
Allen, their leading rebounder.

Still, the Cavs gave the top-seeded 
Celtics, who have shown a tendency to 
relax at the wrong time, all they could 
handle.

“They laid it all out there,” Cleve-
land coach J.B. Bickerstaff said of his 
team. “They gave us everything that 
they had. They competed at a high 
level. They played the game properly. 

I’m proud of the guys, the way they 
went out and scrapped and competed 
and gave ourselves a chance.”

Tatum had his second straight strong 
performance, adding 11 rebounds and 
five assists. Jrue Holiday had 16 points 
for Boston, which improved to 4-0 
away from home in the postseason.

“There’s no better feeling than win-
ning a playoff game on the road,” 
Tatum said. “Tough environment and 
the crowd was great. Now, it’s time 
to go back to Boston and play well in 
front of our fans and give them some-
thing to cheer for.”

Darius Garland scored 30 and Evan 
Mobley and Caris LeVert 19 apiece for 
the Cavs, who stayed connected with 
the Celtics and only trailed by 10 going 
into the fourth.

Boston went up 15 on a jumper by 
Brown, but Cleveland responded with 
a 10-2 run as Garland and Dean Wade 
made 3-pointers.

The Cavs were still within 102-97 
when Max Strus missed a 3-pointer 
that would have put immense pressure 
on the Celtics, but Brown buried a 3 — 
after colliding with official Tyler Ford 
— with 1:08 left to give Boston some 
breathing room.

Brown said Ford nearly cost the 
Celtics dearly by getting in his way.

“I thought he had an effect on the 
play,” Brown said. “You’ve got to be 
more aware. But the shot went in, so 
it’s a non-story.”

The Cavs felt the discrepancy at the 
free-throw line — Boston attempted 24 
free throws to Cleveland’s seven -- was 
a major element.

“That’s ridiculous,” Garland said. 
“It’s tough to get just seven free throws. 
I know how many times I get hit and 
how many times my teammates get hit. 
It’s tough.”

James, who played 11 seasons in 
two separate stints for Cleveland, was 

back in his former home arena — a 
visit certain to drive speculation about 
where he might play next.

The NBA’s career scoring leader 
can opt out of his contract with the 
Los Angeles Lakers this summer, and 
James has said he’s not made any firm 
decisions.

The 39-year-old sat across from 
Boston’s bench in between his wife, 
Savannah, and agent Rich Paul. James 
got a monstrous ovation from Cleve-
land’s crowd when he was shown on 
the scoreboard during a timeout in the 
first quarter.

Despite dealing with a left knee 
injury for months, Mitchell aver-
aged 29.6 points in the first 10 playoff 
games — scoring 50 in a Game 6 loss 
to Orlando.

He injured his calf in the waning 
moments of Cleveland’s loss in Game 
3 on Saturday and was added to the 
injury report as questionable on Sun-
day. Mitchell underwent round-the-
clock treatment but didn’t have enough 
time to heal.

The five-time All-Star didn’t com-
ment following the game, nodding 
politely on his way out of the locker 
room.

Allen sat out the seventh straight 
game with a painful injury the center 
sustained in the opening round.

With Holiday scoring seven straight 
points, the Celtics went ahead by 13 in 
the second quarter and appeared ready 
to run away from the Cavs.

But Cleveland stormed back as 
Strus, who has struggled with his out-
side shot throughout the playoffs, made 
consecutive 3-pointers in a 13-3 run 
that helped the Cavs close within 62-57 
at halftime.

Boston’s center Kristaps Porzingis 
missed his fifth straight game, but the 
Celtics were encouraged he was able to 
do some on-court work.

Jayson Tatum’s 33 points help Celtics down 
short-handed Cavaliers to take a 3-1 lead
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GRADUATION EVENTS • SUMMER PARTY • WEDDINGS
FAMILY REUNION • GET-TOGETHER • COOKOUTS

Mon–Wed: 9AM-5PM  
Thurs-Fri: 9AM-6PM 

Saturday: 8AM-1PM  
Sunday: ClosedW. Van Horn St. • Zanesville  •  (260) 638-4123

West on 224 to 300 W., turn right (heading north) 6 miles

FRESH • VARIETY
LOCAL • QUALITY   

It’s worth the Drive!

Area 
Graduations

NORWELL
JUNE 2, 2024

SOUTHERN
WELLS

JUNE 2, 2024

WAYNE H.S.
JUNE 1, 2024

HUNTINGTON 
NORTH

MAY 26, 2024

Boxes made to Order Call in advance for all special orders

 

 

WE ALSO OFFER A GREAT SELECTION OF GIFT BOXES AND GIFT CARDS!

Area 
Graduations

BLUFFTON
MAY 24, 2024

HOMESTEAD

JUNE 9, 2024

BISHOP 
LUERS

MAY 24, 2024

FT. WAYNE
SOUTHSIDE

JUNE 1, 2024

GREAT PARTIES Are Our Specialty

Pulled Pork with or without BBQ sauce, Roasting Hogs, Smoked Pork Chops, 
Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad,  Sloppy Joes, Canned Beef & Chicken, 

Smoked Boneless Ham, Smoked Bone in Ham, Cheeseball & MORE!!

WE OFFER A FULL LINE OF READY-TO-EAT PRODUCTS:



NEW YORK (AP) — 
Less than three years ago, 
Mary Ann and David Gior-
dano were taking turns lying 
on the living room floor 
with their Afghan hound 
Frankie, hand-feeding the 
desperately ill dog anything 
she would eat.

She had developed severe 
kidney problems after con-
tracting Lyme disease, 
despite being on medications 
meant to repel the ticks that 
carry the bacteria that cause 
it. Veterinarians weren’t sure 
she would survive.

Yet on Monday, Frankie 
was at the Westminster Ken-
nel Club dog show, healthy 
and ready to compete. She 
would face off against 
over a dozen other Afghan 
hounds — including Zaida, 
the winner of last month’s 
World Dog Show in Croatia 
— for a chance to advance 
to the next round of the 
United States’ most presti-
gious canine event.

“It was really tough,” 
Mary Ann Giordano said, 
her voice halting as she 
described Frankie’s eight-
monthlong ordeal. “But she 
made it.”

For all the pooch pag-
eantry of Westminster — 
the coiffed poodles, the 
top-knotted toy dogs, the 
formality of dogs trotting 
around a ring — it’s also 
an illustration of the bond 
people form with dogs, and 
what each will do for the 

other.
Monday marked the 

start of the traditional judg-
ing that leads to the best in 
show prize, to be awarded 
Tuesday night. Semifinals 
began Monday night, pit-
ting the winners of each 
breed against others in their 
“group,” such as hounds or 
herding dogs.

The first semifinal win-
ner was Louis, an Afghan 
hound that had bested Zaida, 
Frankie, her littermate Belle 
and several others to win the 
breed.

“This breed’s supposed 
to be ‘the king of dogs,’ and 
he knows he is,” handler 
and co-owner Alicia Jones 
said.

Also advancing to Tues-
day night’s finals is Comet, 
a shih tzu who won the toy 
dog group at Westminster 
on Monday — and took the 
best in show trophy at last 
year’s huge, televised Amer-
ican Kennel Club National 
Championship.

“He’s just everything 
you would want in a shih 
tzu,” co-owner, breeder and 
handler Luke Ehricht said 
after Comet won his breed 
Monday morning. With a 
flowing coat like a vanilla-
and-caramel ice cream sun-
dae that’s melting onto the 
table, the dog looked up at 
his handler with the sweet 
expression that’s prized in 
the breed.

In all, seven semifinalists 

will be chosen Monday and 
Tuesday nights.

The 2,500-plus first-
round entrants range from 
tiny Yorkshire terriers to 
towering great Danes. They 
include a newly added 
breed, the Lancashire heel-
er, represented Monday by 
a single contestant named 
Mando.

The 148th Westminster 
show kicked off Saturday 
with an agility competi-
tion — won by a mixed-
breed dog for the first time 
since Westminster added 
the event in 2014. Nimble, 
the winner, was handled by 
Cynthia Hornor, who took 
the trophy with a border col-
lie last year.

RAFAH, Gaza Strip (AP) 
— Aid workers struggled 
Monday to distribute dwin-
dling food and other sup-
plies to hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians dis-
placed by what Israel says is 
a limited military operation 
in Rafah, as the two main 
crossings near the southern 
Gaza city remained closed.

The United Nations’ 
agency for Palestinian refu-
gees said 360,000 Palestin-
ians have fled Rafah over 
the past week, out of 1.3 
million who were sheltering 
there before the operation 
began. Most had already 
fled fighting elsewhere dur-
ing the seven-month war 
between Israel and Hamas.

Israel has portrayed 
Rafah as the last strong-
hold of the militant group, 
brushing off warnings 
from the United States and 
other allies that any major 
operation there would be 

catastrophic for civilians. 
Hamas has meanwhile 
regrouped and is battling 
Israeli forces in parts of 
Gaza that Israel bombarded 
and invaded earlier in the 
war.

U.N. deputy spokesman 
Farhan Haq said Monday 
that another 100,000 Pales-
tinians have been displaced 
in northern Gaza follow-
ing recent Israeli evacu-
ation orders there. That 
would mean that around a 
fifth of Gaza’s population 
of 2.3 million people have 
been displaced over the past 
week.

Thirty-eight trucks of 
flour arrived through the 
western Erez Crossing, 
a second access point to 
northern Gaza, said Abeer 
Etefa, a spokeswoman for 
the U.N.’s World Food Pro-
gram. Israel announced the 
crossing’s opening Sunday.

But no food has entered 

the two main crossings in 
southern Gaza for the past 
week.

The Rafah crossing into 
Egypt has been closed since 
Israeli troops seized it a 
week ago. Fighting in Rafah 
city has made it impossible 
for aid groups to access 
the nearby Kerem Shalom 
crossing with Israel, though 
Israel says it is allowing 
supply trucks to enter from 
its side.

For the past week, the 
Israeli military has inten-
sified bombardment and 
other operations in Rafah 
while ordering the popula-
tion to evacuate from parts 
of the city. Israel insists it is 
a limited operation focused 
on rooting out tunnels and 
other militant infrastructure 
along the border with Egypt.

Israeli forces were also 
battling Palestinian militants 
in Zeitoun and the urban 
Jabaliya refugee camp in 

northern Gaza, areas where 
the army had launched 
major operations earlier in 
the war.

Etefa said WFP was 
distributing food from its 
remaining stocks in the 
areas of Khan Younis in the 
south and Deir al-Balah far-
ther north, where many of 
those escaping Rafah have 
fled.

Inside Rafah, only two 
organizations partnering 
with WFP were still able to 
distribute food, and no bak-
eries were operating.

“The majority of distri-
butions have stopped due to 
the evacuation orders, dis-
placement and running out 
of food,” she said.

Israeli protesters halt-
ed a convoy of aid bound 
for Gaza at a checkpoint 
between the occupied West 
Bank and Israel. Videos 
circulating online showed 
them hurling some of the 

aid off trucks and destroying 
it. Police said a number of 
arrests were made, without 
elaborating.

Almost the entire popu-
lation of Gaza relies on 
humanitarian aid to survive. 
Israeli restrictions and ongo-
ing fighting have hindered 
humanitarian efforts, caus-
ing widespread hunger and 
a “full-blown famine” in the 
north, according to the U.N.

The director of the 
Kuwait Hospital, one of the 
last functioning medical 

centers in Rafah, said medi-
cal staff and residents living 
near the facility have been 
told to evacuate. Sohaib al-
Hams warned that any evac-
uation of the hospital itself 
would have “catastrophic 
consequences.”

The international charity 
Oxfam, meanwhile, warned 
of disease outbreaks in Gaza 
following an estimated $210 
million worth of damage to 
water and sanitation infra-
structure, mass displacement 
and the onset of summer.
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FISHER'S
GARAGE DOORS, LLC

S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

• Replace Broken Springs
& Cables on All Makes

• Replace or Repair Doors
& Openers on All Makes

Wells
Jay
Allen 
Grant
Adams 
Blackford
Huntington 

&RESIDENTIAL  
COMMERCIAL

“Large Enough to Serve, Small Enough to Care”

260-849-0206 • www.fishersgaragedoors.com

●Visit our website www.fcc-na.com
● Apply in person

●Visit our website www.fcc-na.com
● Apply in person

FCC (Adams) is a World Leader
in clutch technology.
- An equal opportunity employer -

●Visit our website www.fcc-na.com
● Apply in person

FCC (Adams) is a World Leader
in clutch technology.
- An equal opportunity employer -

● Apply at www.fcc-na.com

●  Apply in person
 

FCC (Adams) is a World Leader
in clutch technology.
- An equal opportunity employer -

HIRING 
Full-time

$18.93/hour and 
up to $21.01/hour

Text our recruiters!
1-260-849-2305

FCC (Adams), LLC

FCC (Adams) is a World Leader in 
clutch technology.
 -An equal opportunity employer-

● Apply on Indeed
Scan our QR Code

BIDDING ENDS MAY 19 - (Online Only Auction) - Phyllis 
Montgomery, Seller. Major auction of fine antiques and collect-
ables. “An Auction of the Year.” Extensive cast iron skillet col-
lection, early candy scales, primitives, salesman samples, early 
rare gum dispenser, De Laval signs, beer signs, firearms, butter 
churns, large Westmorland glass collection, much more. Preview: 
May 16 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 1556 Shadow Run Trail, Bluffton. 
Steffen Group, www.steffengrp.com, 824-3006, Pat Carter, sale 
manager.
MAY 19 - 4 p.m. - Multiple consignors, owners. Online only 
consignment auction. 1,000+ lots! Furniture, oak kitchen table, 
large assortment of household items, tools, 100+ lots of collect-
ible glass including Fostoria, Fenton, Candlewick, Pyrex and 
much more! Preview May 16, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm Street, Decatur. 
Pick up May 20, 1-6 p.m. & May 21, 9 a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
MAY 21 - 6 p.m. - Patricia Mossburg & Joyce Shady, owners. 
Wells County 4-H Park, 1240 4-H Rd., Bluffton. Property location: 
100S & 200W, Bluffton. 90+/-A, Zoned Agricultural, Liberty Town-
ship, Wells County. To be sold in individual tracts or any combi-
nation. Tract 1: 54+/-A tillable, frontage on both CR 100S & CR 
200W. Tract 2: 12+/-A, 8+/-A tillable, 4+/-A woods, frontage on 
100S & 200W. Tract 3: 24+/-A, mostly woods, 6+/-A tillable, front-
age on CR 200W. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.
MAY 26-JUNE 2 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of 
John F. Holbrook, seller. 200+ pcs. Roseville, Rookwood, 
Hull, McCoy, VanBriggle, antique & modern furniture, 1950 Ford 
Sedan, Coca Cola vintage signs & collectibles, antique tools, 
2-pc. Oak kitchen cabinet, JFK political buttons and advertising, 
vintage toys. Auction preview: May 23 from 3-6 p.m. and May 30 
from 3-6 p.m., 10421 W. Yoder Rd., Roanoke, IN. Patrick Carter, 
sale manager, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
JUNE 1 - 8:30 a.m. - E & M Blacksmith Shop. 2404 W 350 
S, Berne, IN. 13th annual consignment auction. Horses, ponies, 
horse-drawn machinery, produce equipment, buggies, har-
ness, carts, new tack, saddles, shop tools, lawn & garden tools, 
sausage grinders & stuffers, new & used furniture, washing 
machines, hay, straw & firewood. Accepting consignments every 
evening that week from 4-8 p.m., all day May 30, and May 31 
from 7 a.m.-8 p.m. Troyer Auctions, LLC, 260-768-7246, ext. 3.
JUNE 1 - 11:30 a.m. - Ardith Smith estate, Cheryl Heral estate 
& Sonja Bartlett, sellers. 320 Sparks St., Markle, IN. Live on-
site. One story, two bedroom home on 1.6 acres, 1,144 sq. ft., 
10x18 detached garage. Open houses: May 16, 5-6, May 19, 
1-2 p.m. Steve Ness, auction manager, 260-417-6556, Steve-
Ness@NessBros.com, Ness Bros. Realtors & Auctioneers, www.
NessBros.com.
JUNE 4 - (Online Only Auction) - Bidding Opens at 9 a.m. and 
will close at 6 p.m. - The Estate of John F. Holbrook, seller. 
300 W, Markle, IN. Northern Wells containing 6.79 acres in Union 
Township of vacant agricultural land, outstanding opportunity for 
potential building site with excellent location. Patrick Carter, sale 
manager, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING JUNE 9 - 6 p.m. EST - Berry 
estate, owner. Online only real estate & personal property! 6 
p.m. real estate: 1 1/2 story craftsman style home w/covered 
porch, 1,700+/- square ft. w/ornate woodwork throughout, partial 
basement, 3-4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath, detached 24x24 two-car 
garage, several older outbuildings all sitting on 6+/- acres, Adams 
Central School District. 6:30 p.m. personal property: Antique trac-
tors, farm machinery, tools, antiques, primitives, vehicles, furni-
ture, household items, more! Preview May 30, 5-6 p.m., 4854 N 
400 W, Decatur. Pick up June 10, 2-6 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

NEW YORK (AP) — Donald 
Trump was intimately involved 
with all aspects of a scheme to 
stifle stories about sex that threat-
ened to torpedo his 2016 cam-
paign, his former lawyer said 
Monday in matter-of-fact testimo-
ny that went to the heart of the for-
mer president’s hush money trial.

“Everything required Mr. 
Trump’s sign-off,” said Michael 
Cohen, Trump’s fixer-turned-foe 
and the prosecution’s star witness 
in a case now entering its final, 
pivotal stretch.

In hours of highly anticipated 
testimony, Cohen placed Trump 
at the center of the hush money 
plot, saying the then-candidate had 
promised to reimburse the lawyer 
for the money he fronted and was 
constantly updated about behind-
the-scenes efforts to bury stories 
feared to be harmful to the cam-
paign.

“We need to stop this from get-
ting out,” Cohen quoted Trump 
as telling him in reference to porn 
actor Stormy Daniels’ account of 
a sexual encounter with Trump a 
decade earlier. The then-candidate 
was especially anxious about how 
the story would affect his standing 
with female voters.

A similar episode occurred 
when Cohen alerted Trump that a 
Playboy model was alleging that 
she and Trump had an extramari-
tal affair. “Make sure it doesn’t 
get released,” was Cohen’s mes-
sage to Trump, the lawyer said. 
The woman, Karen McDougal, 
was paid $150,000 in an arrange-
ment that was made after Trump 

received a “complete and total 
update on everything that trans-
pired.”

“What I was doing, I was doing 
at the direction of and benefit of 
Mr. Trump,” Cohen testified.

Trump has pleaded not guilty 
and denied having sexual encoun-
ters with the two women.

Cohen is by far the prosecution’s 
most important witness, and though 
his testimony lacked the electric-
ity that defined Daniels’ turn on 
the stand last week, he nonetheless 
linked Trump directly to the pay-
ments and helped illuminate some 
of the drier evidence such as text 
messages and phone logs that jurors 
had previously seen.

The testimony of a witness 
with such intimate knowledge of 
Trump’s activities could heighten 
the legal exposure of the presump-
tive Republican presidential nomi-
nee if jurors deem him sufficiently 
credible. But prosecutors’ reliance 
on a witness with such a checkered 
past — Cohen pleaded guilty to 
federal charges related to the pay-
ments — also carries sizable risks 
with a jury and could be a boon to 
Trump politically as he fundraises 
off his legal woes and paints the 
case as the product of a tainted 
criminal justice system.

The men, once so close that 
Cohen boasted that he would “take 
a bullet” for Trump, had no vis-
ible interaction inside the court-
room. The sedate atmosphere was 
a marked contrast from their last 
courtroom faceoff, when Trump 
walked out of the courtroom in 
October after his lawyer finished 

questioning Cohen during his civil 
fraud trial.

This time around, Trump sat 
at the defense table with his eyes 
closed for long stretches of tes-
timony as Cohen recounted his 
decade-long career as a senior 
Trump Organization executive, 
doing work that by his own admis-
sion sometimes involved lying 
and bullying others on his boss’s 
behalf.

Jurors had previously heard 
from others about the tabloid 
industry practice of “catch-and-
kill,” in which rights to a story are 
purchased so that it can then be 
quashed. But Cohen’s testimony, 
which continues Tuesday, is crucial 
to prosecutors because of his direct 
communication with the then-can-
didate about embarrassing stories 
he was scrambling to suppress.

Cohen also matters because the 
reimbursements he received from 
a $130,000 hush money payment 
to Daniels, which prosecutors say 
was meant to buy her silence in 
advance of the election, form the 
basis of 34 felony counts charg-
ing Trump with falsifying business 
records. Prosecutors say the reim-
bursements were logged, falsely, 
as legal expenses to conceal the 
payments’ true purpose. Defense 
lawyers say the payments to 
Cohen were properly categorized 
as legal expenses.

Under questioning from a pros-
ecutor, Cohen detailed the steps he 
took to mask the payments. When 
he opened a bank account to pay 
Daniels, an action he said he told 
Trump he was taking, he told the 

bank it was for a new limited lia-
bility corporation but withheld the 
actual purpose.

“I’m not sure they would’ve 
opened it,” he said, if they knew it 
was “to pay off an adult film star 
for a nondisclosure agreement.”

To establish Trump’s familiar-
ity with the payments, Cohen told 
the jury that Trump had promised 
to reimburse him. The two men 
even discussed with Allen Weis-
selberg, a former Trump Organi-
zation chief financial officer, how 
the reimbursements would be paid 
as legal services over monthly 
installments, Cohen testified.

And though Trump’s lawyers 
have said he acted to protect his 
family from salacious stories, 
Cohen described Trump as preoc-
cupied instead by the impact they 
would have on the campaign.

He said Trump even sought to 
delay finalizing the Daniels trans-
action until after Election Day so 
he wouldn’t have to pay her.

“Because,” Cohen testified, 
“after the election it wouldn’t mat-
ter” to Trump.

Cohen also gave jurors an 
insider account of his negotia-
tions with David Pecker, the then-
publisher of the National Enquirer, 
who was such a close Trump ally 
that Pecker told Cohen his publi-
cation maintained a “file drawer 
or a locked drawer” where files 
related to Trump were kept.

That effort took on added 
urgency following the October 
2016 disclosure of an “Access 
Hollywood” recording in which 
Trump was heard boasting about 

grabbing women sexually.
The Daniels payment was final-

ized several weeks after that rev-
elation, but Monday’s testimony 
also centered on a deal earlier that 
fall with McDougal.

Cohen testified that he went 
to Trump immediately after the 
National Enquirer alerted him to a 
story about the alleged McDougal 
affair. “Make sure it doesn’t get 
released,” he said Trump told him.

Trump checked in with Pecker 
about the matter, asking him how 
“things were going” with it, Cohen 
said. Pecker responded, ‘We have 
this under control, and we’ll take 
care of this,” Cohen testified.

Cohen also said he was with 
Trump as Trump spoke to Pecker 
on a speakerphone in his Trump 
Tower office.

“David had stated that it’s going 
to cost them $150,000 to control 
the story,” Cohen said. He quoted 
Trump as saying: “No problem, I 
will take care of it,” which Cohen 
interpreted to mean that the pay-
ment would be reimbursed.

To lay the foundation that the 
deals were done with Trump’s 
endorsement, prosecutors elicited 
testimony from Cohen designed to 
show Trump as a hands-on man-
ager. Acting on Trump’s behalf, 
Cohen said, he sometimes lied and 
bullied others, including reporters.

“When he would task you with 
something, he would then say, 
‘Keep me informed. Let me know 
what’s going on,’” Cohen testified. 
He said that was especially true “if 
there was a matter that was trou-
bling to him.”

Michael Cohen: Trump was involved in all aspects of hush money scheme

Misery deepens in Gaza’s Rafah as Israeli troops press operation

At Westminster dog show, a display of dogs, devotion
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EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for Paid-
On-Call Firefighters and Part
Time Firefighters. Both posi-
tions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-4:30p or online at
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due June 14th. FOR SALE

Miscellaneous
EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Lottery NumbersS U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 07-14-24-33-

37
Cash4Life — 01-08-19-

22-40, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 

02-03-04-07-22-25-30-32-
39-40-41-47-53-54-55-58-
69-72-78-79, BE: 79

Daily Three-Midday — 
02-06-07, SB: 04

Daily Three-Evening — 
04-07-07, SB: 09

Daily Four-Midday — 
06-06-08-07, SB: 04

Daily Four-Evening — 
05-03-08-06, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening 
— 03-10-13-16-17-19-26-
30-33-34-39-46-60-64-68-
69-70-71-75-80, BE: 33

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $12.2 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday):  $363 million
POWERBALL

05-14-29-38-66 Power-
ball: 01; Power Play: 2X
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 

ESTATE AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy 

of a decree to me directed from 
the Clerk of Circuit Court of Wells 
County, Indiana, in Cause No. 
90C01-2311-MF-000024 wherein 
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing was Plaintiff, 
and Terry L. Griffith; Indiana Hous-
ing & Community Development 
Authority were Defendants, requir-
ing me to make the sum as pro-
vided for in said Decree with inter-
est and cost, I will expose at public 
sale to the highest bidder, on the 
12th day of June, 2024, at the hour 
of 1:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter 
as is possible, at Courthouse 102 
W. Market St., 1st Fl. Bluffton, IN 
46714, the fee simple of the whole 
body of Real Estate in Wells Coun-
ty, Indiana.

 Lots Numbered 70 and 71 
in the recorded Plat of Merchants 
Addition to the City of Bluffton, 
as recorded in the Office of the 
Recorder of Wells County, Indiana.

 More commonly known as: 
1327 West Cherry Street, Bluffton, 
IN 46714

 State Parcel No.: 90-08-05-
505-103.000-004; 90-08-05-505-
102.000-004

Together with rents, issues, 
income, and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws.

 Plaintiff Attorney
 ATTORNEY NO. 15-23-01500
 Codilis Law, LLC
 8050 Cleveland Place
 Merrillville, IN 46410
 (219) 736-5579
 Scott Holliday,
 Sheriff of Wells County
 HARRISON TOWNSHIP 
 1327 West Cherry Street, 
 Bluffton, IN 46714
 Street Address
 The Sheriff’s Department 
 does not warrant the 
 accuracy of the street 

address published herein.
NOTICE

NOTE: This law firm is a debt 
collector.

nb 4/30, 5/7, 5/14
hspaxlp90C01-2404-EU-000017

STATE OF INDIANA  )
 )SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )
 IN THE WELLS
 CIRCUIT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF: )
RICHARD W. STULTZ,  )
DECEASED.  )

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
(For Publication in Newspaper)

Notice is hereby given that 
David W. Stultz, on the 3rd day of 
May, 2024, was appointed Person-
al Representative of the estate of 
Richard W. Stultz, deceased, who 
died on the 12th day of April, 2024.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
3rd day of May, 2024.

 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Andrew P. Simmons (Atty No. 
27349-49)
ROTHBERG LOGAN WARSCO 
LLP
505 E. Washington Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46802
Phone: (260) 422-9454
Fax: (260) 422-1622
Attorneys for the Personal Repre-
sentative

nb 5/7, 5/14
hspaxlp

90C01-2404-EU-000014
STATE OF INDIANA  )

 ) SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS )

 IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT

IN THE MATTER OF THE  )
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF )
PATRICIA A. MADEJ,  )
Deceased  )

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is given that CHRISTO-
PHER M. MADEJ, on May 3, 2024 
was appointed Personal Represen-
tative of the estate of PATRICIA 
A. MADEJ, deceased, who died 
on March 1, 2024. The Personal 
Representative is authorized to 
administer the estate without Court 
supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated May 3rd, 2024
 BETH DAVIS

Clerk, Wells County Court
Natalie J. Boocher
Schwarz Law Office, PC
310 N. Chicago St., PO Box 637
Royal Center, Indiana 46978
574/ 643-9999
Supreme Court I.D. No. 33965-71
Attorney for the Estate

nb 5/7, 5/14
hspaxlp

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

BEAUTIFUL MOTHER'S DAY

baskets, garden plants, & flow-
ers Thursday & Friday, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., 129 Beechwood Place,
Bluffton. See you at the Farm-
ers Market Saturday. Back to
yard sale all next week.

BARN SALE 1520 SUTTON
CIRCLE, BLUFFTON Totes,
Antiques, Household, Lamps,
Christmas, Trimmer, Chairs,
Walkers, Misc. May 16-18
Thur. & Fri. 8 - 4, Sat. 8-Noon

Receive a free garage 
sale kit when placing 

a three day, line  
classified ad.

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HOME MAINTENANCE AND

repairs. Free quotes. Locally
owned and operated.
hirebrennan.com,
260-353-9339.

TROPHY CONSTRUCTION.

ALL types of construction:
Pole barns, roofing, remodel-
ing, concrete, seamless gut-
ters, etc. Free estimates. (260)
223-4835.

WINDOW CLEANING

SERVICES

Residential/ranch/lake homes/

villas/condos. Entire home in-

side & out. Lowest rates in the

state. 765-603-9981. Psalms

51:7

Read & recycle 
this newspaper

MAKE YOUR AD stand out
for extra attention! Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5 or a border for an
additional $1. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office,
260-824-0224, 125 N. John-
son St., or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Office Space Rental
RENTALS

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 

ESTATE AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of 

a decree to me directed from the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Wells 
County, Indiana, in Cause No. 
90D01-2312-MF-000035 wherein 
PHH Mortgage Corporation was 
Plaintiff, and Shanden Sliger; 
Alfred D. Albers, Jr. were Defen-
dants, requiring me to make the 
sum as provided for in said Decree 
with interest and cost, I will expose 
at public sale to the highest bidder, 
on the 12th day of June, 2024, at 
the hour of 1:00 P.M. or as soon 
thereafter as is possible, at Court-
house 102 W. Market St., 1st Fl. 
Bluffton, IN 46714, the fee simple 
of the whole body of Real Estate in 
Wells County, Indiana.

 The North half of Lot Number 
117 as known and designated on 
the recorded plat of the Town, now 
City of Bluffton, in the Office of the 
Recorder of Wells County, Indiana.

 More commonly known as: 
218 Liberty Street, Bluffton, IN 
46714

 State Parcel No.: 90-08-04-
539-370.000-004

Together with rents, issues, 
income, and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws.

 Plaintiff Attorney
 ATTORNEY NO. 15-23-01778
 Codilis Law, LLC
 8050 Cleveland Place
 Merrillville, IN 46410
 (219) 736-5579
 Scott Holliday, 
 Sheriff of Wells County
 HARRISON TOWNSHIP 
 218 Liberty Street, 
 Bluffton, IN 46714
 Street Address
 The Sheriff’s Department 
 does not warrant the 
 accuracy of the street 

address published herein.
NOTICE

NOTE: This law firm is a debt 
collector.

nb 4/30, 5/7, 5/14
hspaxlp

90C01-2403-EU-000010
STATE OF INDIANA  )

 ) SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS )

 IN THE WELLS 
 CIRCUIT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF  )
FERN E. GOULD, deceased. )

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Vicki L. Hoffmaster was on the 6th 
day of March 2024, appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the estate 
of Fern E. Gould, deceased, who 
died on the 11th day of February, 
2024.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
6th day of March, 2024.

Attorney for the Estate:
Michael D. Harmeyer.
HARMEYER LAW FIRM LLC
200 East Main Street, Suite 

550
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802-

1914
(260) 423-4565
Attorney #14258-02
 Beth Davis

Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
nb 5/14, 5/21

hspaxlp

Public Notices

Wanted to Buy
WANTED : ANTIQUES & OLD
TOYS Cash Paid for old toys!
Gi Joe, Transformers, Tin toys,
Robots, Pressed Steel Cars/
trucks, Action Figures, An-
tiques of all kinds, etc. Search-
ing for attics, basements,
barns, etc to go through. Call
or Text! 260-223-8083

Services Services

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (I)

4G LTE HOME Internet Now 
Available!  Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when you 
travel!  As low as $109.99/mo! 
1-877-327-0930 (I)
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION EXPERTS - Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-329-1207 (I)
SWITCH AND SAVE up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award 
– even with smoking history. 
NO obligation! We’ve recov-
ered millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-229-7933 (I)
GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-855-551-9764 (I)
NEW WINDOWS FROM Win-
dow Nation. Special money 
saving offer – zero down, zero 
payments, zero interest for 
TWO years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE! Offer is 
valid for select models. Labor 
not included. Other restrictions 
apply. Call Window Nation to-
day! 866-553-0725 (I)

FOLLOW US 
ON TWITTER!

twitter.com/newsbanner
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Setting boundaries 
and seeking balance

Dear Annie: I have a younger co-
worker who I met at a work social event, 
and we started talking a bit about novels 
we are writing as a hobby. A few weeks 
later, he came by my cubicle to ask me 
more about writing, so I gave him a few 
resources to a local writers group. Ever 
since then, he keeps stopping by, often 
interrupting my lunchtime.

It’s clear that he never has a specific 
question for me and will grasp at straws 
or ask awkward questions just to keep 
conversation going beyond a normal or 
considerate time. I don’t mind occasion-
ally chatting, but these constant inter-
ruptions when I am busy or trying to 
take a break are grating on me. I have 
tried redirecting him or just telling him 
I am busy, but now he is asking to get 
together outside of work to talk about 
our books.

I have no interest in this, and he 
clearly is not getting the message. I’m 
finding myself getting anxious over 
the looming potential of these random, 
unwanted visits. What should I do? I’m 
pretty sure he’s harmless, but is it too 
overboard to go to HR? — Unwanted 
Visits from Co-Worker

Dear Unwanted: You mentioned that 
he is young. Maybe this is his first job 
and he is treating it more like he is still 
in college. You could try being direct 
and telling him you don’t want to get 
together outside of work and that it’s 
really difficult to continue your work 
when he keeps interrupting you. Be 
clear and kind. If you don’t want to do 
that, you don’t have to, and going to HR 
does make sense, especially if he is mak-
ing you anxious. It really depends on 
what path will make your work environ-
ment best for working.

Dear Annie: I’m a single 52-year-old 
male who needs your advice, please. I 
come from a close-knit family of four. I 
am my handicapped nephew’s personal 

home caregiver, 
taking care of him 
24/7, 365 days a 
year. I live a nor-
mal, happy life 
with no interfer-
ence.

Lately, I’ve 
been stuck in a rut 
of sorts, and I can-
not figure it out. I 
am a Type 2 Dia-
betic who maintains 
and watches my health very well and 
carefully. I eat right and walk a mile or 
two every other day. I go to my doctor’s 
appointments when needed and stay on 
top of everything else that is important 
for me and my family.

I don’t know if it’s a midlife crisis 
kind of thing or something else. I’ve 
been feeling a little sluggish and down 
and out, but I don’t feel anything else 
out of the ordinary. Annie, am I possibly 
going through something here? 

I never married and don’t have chil-
dren, so I am not sure what this could 
possibly be. I don’t have any outbursts 
or PTSD. All I’m feeling is like life is 
slowing me down and I haven’t a clue 
as to why. I am writing you to see what 
condition or conditions that may be 
affecting me. Thank you in advance! — 
Oblivious in New Mexico

Dear Oblivious: Seeking the help of 
a professional doctor is your best bet. 
It could be physical, in which case a 
general practitioner could help you. It 
could be psychological, in which case 
your general practitioner will guide you 
to seek help from a therapist. You sound 
like a wonderful human for taking care 
of your nephew 365 days a year. Maybe 
you just need a little vacation.

Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNSWe should never 
cease proclaiming 

God’s truths

TV & Entertainment Weekly | May 11 - 17, 2024 12 | Tuesday prime time

05/14 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
< Movie Creflo 

Dollar 
Joseph 
Prince (N) 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Place for 
Miracles 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Billy 
Graham 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

FBI (N) FBI: International (N) FBI: Most Wanted
"Derby Day" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago Fire "Foul Is 
Fair" 

Chicago Fire 
"Slamigan" 

Chicago Fire "Law of 
the Jungle" 

Chicago Fire "The F Is 
For" 

Chicago Fire "Hiding 
Not Seeking" 

Chicago Fire "Looking 
for a Lifeline" 

Chicago Fire "The 
Chance to Forgive" 

Chicago Fire "The One 
That Matters Most" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Will Trent "Residente o 
Visitante" (N) 

The Rookie "The 
Squeeze" (N) 

The Good Doctor
"Unconditional" (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

The Voice "Live Semi-
Final Results" (L) (N) 

Tonight Jimmy Fallon celebrates 10 years as host of 
The Tonight Show in a two-hour primetime special. 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Food 
Fight" 

Mod Fam 
"Chirp" 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago Fire "The Sky Is 
Falling" 

Chicago Fire "All Hard 
Parts" 

Seinfeld
"The Cafe" 

Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show 
(N) 

TMZ Live (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Police 24/7 "Close 
Shave" (N) 

Hostage "Danger at the 
Door" (P) (N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
The Express Way With 
Dulé Hill "Chicago" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline Finding Your Roots
"Hold the Laughter" 

Express Way "Chicago"
(SF) (N) 

Frontline (N) Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding 
Your Roots 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
The Express Way With 
Dulé Hill "Texas" 

Context The Day PBS NewsHour (N) Finding Your Roots
"Hold the Laughter" 

Express Way "Chicago"
(SF) (N) 

Frontline (N) Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding 
Your Roots 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang The Cleaning Lady (N) Alert: Missing Persons 
Unit (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Castle Castle Castle (:05) Castle (:05) Castle Castle

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) <+++ The Incredible Hulk Edward Norton. <+++ Black Widow (‘21) Florence Pugh, Scarlett Johansson. <+++ Black Widow (‘21) Florence Pugh, Scarlett Johansson.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Mod Fam 
"Integrity" 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

E! News
(N) 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

< Movie <++ X-Men: Apocalypse (‘16) 
Michael Fassbender, James McAvoy. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCe-

nter (L) (N) 
NHL Hockey Second Round: Teams TBA The latest hockey action 
from across the NHL. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Second Round: Teams TBA The latest hockey action 
from across the NHL. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 ESPN BET Live (L) (N) The Point (L) (N) Countdown Basketball Indiana Fever at Connecticut Sun (L) (N) WNBA (N) Basketball Phoenix Mercury at Las Vegas Aces (N) SportCtr Good Guy 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line Icons 

Horrow 
SportsM-
oney 

Overtime Elite Finals: RWE vs. City Reapers Game 
2. 

Cardinals! 
Pre (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Los Angeles Angels From Angel Stadium 
of Anaheim in Anaheim, Calif. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N) 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Prem Goal 
Zone (L) (N) 

Chrisley Law-SVU "Garland's 
Baptism by Fire" 

Law-SVU "Solving for 
the Unknowns" 

WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove 
they've got what it takes. (L) (N) 

(:10) <++ Ride Along 2 (2016, Comedy) Kevin 
Hart, Tika Sumpter, Ice Cube. 

(:10) <++ Ride Along 2 
(‘16) Ice Cube. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Moonshiners "Carolina 
Crash Course" 

Moonshiners "Shine 
Pods" 

Moonshiners "Don't 
Call It Crapple" 

Moonshiners "Cowboy 
Legacy" (N) 

Mud Madness "Shut Up 
and Send It" (N) 

Master Distiller
"Outlaw Rules" (N) 

Moonshiners "Liquid 
Gold Liquor" 

Moonshiners "Cowboy 
Legacy" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Doubling Down Doubling Down Doubling Down Doubling Down (SP) (N) (:05) OutDaughtered (N) (:05) 7 Little (N) (:05) 90 Day Doubling Down

HIST  38 77 120 269 
(4:00) History's Greatest 
Mysteries 

Skinwalker Ranch
"What's Up?" 

Skinwalker Ranch
"Holy Cow" 

Skinwalker Ranch
"Dead in the Water" 

Skinwalker Ranch "Bad 
Taste" (N) 

Skinwalker 
Ranch (N) 

(:35) 
Skinwalker

(:05) Skinwalker Ranch
"Holy Cow" 

(:05) Skinwalker Ranch 
"Dead in the Water" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Customer Customer Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< Blind Date Book Club (2024, Romance) Robert 
Buckley, Hilary Jardine, Erin Krakow. 

< A Lifelong Love (2023, Romance) Patch May,
Tom Young, Andrea Brooks. 

< The More Love Grows (2023, Drama) Warren 
Christie, Patrick Gilmore, Rachel Boston. 

Golden 
Girls 

Gold. Girls
"Feelings" 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:30) < 
Jurassic P... 

<++ Battle: Los Angeles (2011, Sci-Fi) Michelle Rodriguez,
Ramón Rodríguez, Aaron Eckhart. 

<+++ Star Trek (2009, Sci-Fi) Zachary Quinto, Leonard Nimoy,
Chris Pine. 

(:55) <++ The Day After Tomorrow (2004, Action) Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Ian Holm, Dennis Quaid. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Leadoff (N) MLB Baseball New York Yankees at Minnesota Twins (L) (N) MLB Close Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
<++ Ace Ventura: When Nature Calls (1995, 
Comedy) Ian McNeice, Simon Callow, Jim Carrey. 

NBA Tip-
Off (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Conference Semifinal: Teams TBA Professional 
basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Conference Semifinal: Teams TBA Professional 
basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N) 

Inside the 
NBA (L) (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:30) <+++ The Fifth Element (1997, Sci-Fi) Gary Oldman, Ian 
Holm, Bruce Willis. 

<++ Days of Thunder (1990, Action) Robert Duvall, Nicole 
Kidman, Tom Cruise. 

Lap of Legends (P) (N) <++ Days of Thunder (1990, Action) Robert 
Duvall, Nicole Kidman, Tom Cruise. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show SouthPark South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
Pre Show 148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show "Day 2" From the Billie Jean King National 

Tennis Center in New York City. (L) (N) 
Dog Show Day 2 of the 147th Westminster Kennel 
Club Dog Show; dogs compete for the ultimate prize. 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Defend in Place" 9-1-1 "Past Is Prologue" 9-1-1 "Wrapped in Red" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Boston" 9-1-1 "Fear-o-Phobia" 9-1-1 "Dumb Luck" 9-1-1 "FOMO"

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped (N) Chopped Supermarket Stakeout Supermarket Stakeout Chopped
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 The Valley The Valley Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules (N) The Valley (N) Vanderpump Rules The Valley Summer 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Patrick SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Hailey Hailey Hailey Hailey Hailey Hailey Hailey Bunk'd Bunk'd Ladybug "Guiltrip" 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:00) <+++ Pretty Woman (‘90) 
Julia Roberts, Richard Gere. 

<+++ Cast Away (2000, Drama) Helen Hunt, Nick Searcy, Tom Hanks. Grand (N) (:15) Grand Cayman
"Easter Rumble" 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:10) The Jinx: Part Two Real Time With Bill 

Maher 
We're Here "Tennessee, 
Part 3" 

<+++ The Social Network (‘10, Drama) Andrew 
Garfield, Justin Timberlake, Jesse Eisenberg. 

(:05) Nikki Glaser: 
Someday You'll Die 

(:05) The Sympathizer
"All for One" 

(:10) < Lil Nas X: Long 
Live Montero (‘23, Doc) 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:35) <++ Vacation 
(‘15) Ed Helms. 

(:15) <++ Yes Man (2008, Comedy) Zooey 
Deschanel, Bradley Cooper, Jim Carrey. 

<+++ Cyrus (‘10) Jonah Hill, Marisa 
Tomei, John C. Reilly. 

<++ Observe and Report (‘09) Ray 
Liotta, Michael Peña, Seth Rogen. 

<+++ Election (‘99) Reese 
Witherspoon, Matthew Broderick. 

(:40) < 
Beauty Sh... 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:25) < Black Lotus 
(‘23) Rico Verhoeven. 

A Gentleman in 
Moscow "An Assembly"

<+++ Collateral (2004, Thriller) Jamie Foxx, Jada 
Pinkett Smith, Tom Cruise. 

The Chi "The 
Aftermath" 

Anything for Fame <++ Pain & Gain (‘13) Dwayne 
Johnson, Ed Harris, Mark Wahlberg. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:35) < Dead Shot (‘23) 
Aml Ameen. 

(:10) <+++ End of Watch (2012, Action) Michael 
Peña, Natalie Martinez, Jake Gyllenhaal. 

< Walkaway Joe (‘20) Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan, David Strathairn. 

<+++ Drugstore Cowboy (‘89)
Kelly Lynch, Matt Dillon. 

(:15) <+++ Flatliners (1990, Sci-Fi) Julia Roberts, 
Kevin Bacon, Kiefer Sutherland. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: There’s a 
weekly ecumenical Bible 
study that happens at my 
place of employment dur-
ing the lunch hour, with 
space provided by the 
large secular corporation 
where I work. The group 
has grown with curiosity 
seekers. I’ve been asked to 
lead this group, but I’m no 
Bible scholar. Some of my 
co-workers warn me not 
to come off as a “know-
it-all” because I stand on 
the fact that Jesus is the 
only way to Heaven. I’ve 
rehearsed this in my mind 
and asked some close 
friends to critique me. 
They agree the absolute-
ness that others sense is 
the power of God convict-
ing them. Should I stand 
down and let another who 
believes in many other 
religions take over for the 

sake of unity? If not, for 
the sake of truth, how can 
I be assured that I am not 
stepping out of bounds? – 
T.T.

Answer: The very 
power of our conviction 
sometimes inclines us 
toward feeling that we are 
right and that other peo-
ple are wrong, based on 
our own ideas rather than 
Scripture. Sometimes peo-
ple have the human ten-
dency to zero in on trivial 
matters, insisting that they 
and they alone have the 
right answer. The late Dr. 
Harry Ironside once said, 
“Beware lest we mistake 
our prejudices for our con-
victions.”

But we should never 
cease proclaiming God’s 
truths as the Bible records 
them. As Christians, we 
should pray that God will 

give us a gracious spirit as 
we share the greatest news 
ever announced to the 
world. Exhibiting grace is 
one of the most important 
of Christian virtues. The 
teachings of Jesus deal 
frequently with our atti-
tudes toward others. Study 
them and live by them. 
Only then can we demon-
strate to a confused world 
the transforming power of 
Christ in us.

Stick to the Bible and 
its principles and teach-
ings, and let God’s Word 
speak for itself—it has an 
impact of its own.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



By C.J. Miller
Hoosier Ag Today

The 108th Running of 
the Indianapolis 500 is fast 
approaching—and so is the 
tradition of having an Indi-
ana Dairy producer hand an 

ice-cold glass bottle of milk 
to the winning driver of 
“The Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing.”

This year’s Indy 500 Vet-
eran Milk Presenter is Alex 
Neuenschwander, a fourth-

generation Indiana Dairy 
producer from the Bluff-
ton area. He co-owns Neu-
Hope Dairy with his brother 
Kip near Bluffton in Wells 
County.

“A couple of years ago 

I brought my son to the 
Indy 500 and it was it was 
an electric atmosphere,” 
said Neuenschwander. “We 
could feel the cars as they’re 
going around, and it was 
just an exciting time. My 
son was like, ‘Hey Dad, you 
got to be the one to hand off 
that milk to the winner,’ so I 
threw my through my name 
in and they asked me to, so 
I am beyond thrilled to be 
doing this.”

He’ll be handing off 
the traditional glass bottle 
of milk to this year’s win-
ning driver, while Abbie 
Herr of Herr Dairy in Noble 
County, is this year’s Indy 
500 Rookie Milk Presenter 
and will hand another glass 
bottle of milk to this year’s 
winning chief mechanic.

Last  year,  Neuen-
schwander learned a great 
deal while serving as the 
“Rookie Milk Presenter” 
and got a front-row seat to 
watch the exciting exchange 
between the 2023 “Vet-
eran Milk Presenter” Kerry 
Estes and 2023 Indy 500 
champion Josef Newgarden. 
While shooting a promo-
tional video for American 
Dairy Association Indiana 
in 2022, Josef Newgarden 
had visited Estes’ dairy farm 
near New Palestine, so the 
two had already met and 

had gotten to know each 
other prior to Newgarden’s 
2023 celebration in Victory 
Circle.

“That was epic. I don’t 
know that it would be pos-
sible the replicate that  
because it just was abso-
lutely perfect. there was 
definitely a bond and a little 
bit of a chemistry between 
Kerry and Josef. I think 
Kerry may have been a little 
bit more excited than Josef 
when he won that race,” he 
says.

Neuenschwander adds 
that he’s not only proud to 

represent Indiana’s nearly 
700 dairy producers as part 
of the celebration in Vic-
tory Circle at the end of this 
year’s Indy 500, but he’s 
also proud to represent the 
thousands of dairy produc-
ers throughout the U.S.

“As dairy farmers, we 
work really hard to produce 
high-quality milk. We just 
love it. It’s our passion—
and it has to be a passion. 
I’m so excited to be part of 
that this year, and excited to 
see all my hard work com-
ing into that moment,” he 
says.
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Do you have a 
service or product 
for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 or 622-4108
and � nd out how a� ordable our 

AG SERVICES DIRECTORY 
can be!

Prompt Delivery ...
To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils  •  Pure 1-K Kerosene  •  Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol     •   Competitive Prices!

Bluffton’s Alex Neuenschwander to serve as Indy 500 Veteran Milk Presenter

Alex Neuenschwander with a young calf at his dairy farm in Bluffton. (Photo taken from Hoosier 
Ag Today)

Purdue University: farmer sentiment 
declines to lowest level since June 2022

USDA: Up to $28K per farm to help dairies with H5N1
By AGDAILY

Since the official detec-
tion of H5N1 in dairy 
cattle in the Texas pan-
handle on March 25, pro-
ducers and agencies such 
as the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and Health 
and Human Services have 
been working to miti-
gate and understand the 
potential impacts of the 
disease on both cattle and 
humans. 

Samples of the disease, 
testing to confirm meat 
and milk safety, and trac-
ing in cattle have already 
taken effect. 

Now, the USDA has 
announced further steps to 
help reduce the impact of 
H5N1 on producers.

“Care for farm workers 
and animals is critical for 
milk producers, as is pro-
tecting against potential 
human health risks and 
reassuring the public,” the 
National Milk Producers 
Federation responded to 
the recent updates. “We 
look forward to continued 
collaboration and con-
sultation with USDA and 
other federal agencies as 
we monitor, understand, 
and contain this outbreak, 
and we will do what we 
can to help dairy farmers 
understand and benefit 
from these initiatives as 
swift implementation is 
put into motion.”

USDA to assist with 
improved biosecurity
Assitance for produc-

ers with H5N1-affected 
premises to improve on-
site biosecurity to reduce 
the spread is available. 
In addition, the USDA 
is taking steps to make 
available financial tools 
for the production of lost 
milk in herds affected by 
H5N1.

“Building on the Fed-
eral Order addressing pre-

movement testing, these 
steps will further equip 
producers with tools they 
can use to keep their 
affected herds and work-
ers healthy and reduce the 
risk of the virus spread-
ing to additional herds,” 
reads a press release by 
the department. 

Financial support for 
producers. Financial sup-
port (up to $2,000 per 
affected premises per 
month) will be available 
to producers who supply 
PPE to employees and/
or provide outerwear uni-
form laundering for pro-
ducers of affected herds 
who facilitate the partici-
pation of their workers in 
USDA/CDC workplace 
and farmworker study.

C o m p l e m e n t a r y  t o 
USDA’s new financial 
support for producers, 
workers participating in 
the study are also eligible 
for financial incentives to 
compensate them for their 
time, regardless of wheth-
er the study is led by fed-
eral, state, or local public 
health professionals.

Biosecurity planning 
and implementation. The 
USDA says that they will 
provide support (up to 
$1,500 per affected prem-
ises) to develop biosecuri-
ty plans based on existing 
secure milk supply plans.

This includes recom-
mended enhanced biose-
curity for individuals that 
frequently move between 
dairy farms — milk haul-
ers, veterinarians, feed 
trucks, AI technicians, 
etc. In addition, USDA 
will provide a $100 pay-
ment to producers who 
purchase and use an in-
line sampler for their milk 
system.

Funding for heat treat-
ment to dispose of milk in 
a biosecure fashion will 

provide producers with a 
safe option for the dispos-
al of milk. Heat treatment 
performed according to 
FDA standards is the only 
currently available meth-
od to effectively inacti-
vate the virus in milk. If 
a producer establishes a 
system to heat treat all 
waste milk before dis-
posal, USDA will pay the 
producer up to $2,000 per 
monthly affected prem-
ises.

Reimburse  produc-
ers for veterinarian costs 
associated with confirmed 
positive H5N1 premises.  
This supports producers 
in covering the veteri-
nary costs necessary for 
treating cattle infected 
with H5N1 and fees for 
veterinarians to collect 
samples for testing. This 
can include veterinary 
expenses and/or specific 
supplies needed for treat-
ment and sample collec-
tion. Veterinary costs can 
be covered from the ini-
tial date of positive con-
firmation at NVSL for 
that farm, up to $10,000 
per affected premises.

Offset shipping costs 
for influenza A testing at 
laboratories in the Nation-
al Animal Health Labora-
tory Network. USDA will 
pay for shipping samples 
to NAHLN labs for test-
ing. USDA will pay actu-
al shipping costs, not to 
exceed $50 per shipment 
for up to 2 shipments per 
month for each affect-
ed premises. Testing at 
NAHLN laboratories for 
samples associated with 
this event (e.g., pre-move-
ment, testing of sick/sus-
pect animals, and samples 
from concerned produc-
ers) is already being con-
ducted at no cost to the 
producer.

Together, these tools 

represent a value of up to 
$28,000 per premises to 
support increased bios-
ecurity activities over the 
next 120 days.

Compensate producers 
for loss of milk produc-
tion. USDA is taking steps 
to make funding avail-
able from the Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, 
Honey Bees, and Farm-
raised Fish Program to 
compensate eligible pro-
ducers with positive herds 
who experience loss of 
milk production. While 
dairy cows that have been 
infected with H5N1 gen-
erally recover well, and 
there is little mortality 
associated with the dis-
ease, it does dramatically 
limit milk production, 
causing economic losses 
for producers with affect-
ed premises. USDA can 
support farmers with the 
ELAP program to offset 
some of these losses. This 
compensation program is 
distinct from the strategy 
to contain the spread.

Work with states to 
limit the movement of lac-
tating cattle. Additionally, 
USDA will work with 
and support the actions of 
states with affected herds 
as they consider move-
ment restrictions within 
their borders to further 
limit the spread of H5N1 
between herds and reduce 
the further spread of this 
virus.

USDA will make $98 
million in existing funds 
available to APHIS to 
fund these initiatives. If 
needed, USDA has the 
authority, with Congres-
sional notification, to 
make additional funds 
available.

Additional details on 
how producers can access 
and apply for the financial 
tools are forthcoming.

By AGDAILY
In April, farmer senti-

ment took a significant hit, 
as shown by the Purdue 
University/CME Group Ag 
Economy Barometer, which 
plummeted by 15 points 
from March to a score of 99.

Both components of the 
barometer saw declines: The 
Current Condition Index fell 
by 18 points to 83, and the 
Future Expectations Index 
dropped by 14 points to 106. 
This April marked the lowest 
sentiment reading since June 
2022 and was just 3 points 
above the April 2020 score.

Additionally, the current 
condition rating for April hit 
its lowest point since May 
2020. The downturn in sen-
timent stemmed from con-
cerns about current financial 
conditions on farms and 
anticipated financial diffi-
culties in the coming year.

The survey for the April 
Ag Economy Barometer 

was conducted from April 8 
to 12, 2024.

The decline in farmer 
sentiment in April mir-
rored broader worries about 
financial performance and 
farmland values. The Farm 
Financial Performance Index 
fell to 76 in April, down 7 
points from the previous 
month and 21 points from 
its peak last fall at 97. This 
decline reflects growing 
concerns among farmers 
about the financial outlook 
for the upcoming year, with 
fewer expecting improved 
or similar financial perfor-
mance compared to last year.

In April’s survey, farm-
ers’ expectations regarding 
interest rates and farmland 
values underwent changes. 
Only 24% of respondents 
predicted interest rates to 
rise over the next year, 
down from 32% in March. 
Despite this slight improve-
ment in their outlook on 

interest rates, fewer farmers 
anticipated an increase in 
farmland values, with more 
expecting values to remain 
steady.

In the April survey, only 
29% of producers anticipated 
an increase in farmland val-
ues in the upcoming year, 
compared to 38% in March, 
while 17% anticipated a 
decrease, up from 14% in 
March. These shifts reflect 
farmers’ concerns about farm 
financial performance in 
2024, overshadowing their 
more positive outlook on 
interest rates.

There is a growing interest 
in utilizing farmland for solar 
energy production, and it 
appears that solar lease rates 
are on the rise. This month’s 
survey indicated a 7-point 
increase in respondents 
reporting discussions with 
companies about solar energy 
leases, reaching 19% in April 
compared to 12% in March.


