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Senior Expo

Over 60 vendors arrived for the
Wells County Senior Expo at the
4-H Community Building. Breakfast
and Lunch were served during the
event, along with free blood pres-
sure checks, discounted pet vac-
cinations and various drawings were
held from some vendors. Above,
the King’s, Rick, Kathy and Judy,
along with Sharon Chaffins enjoyed
lunch. At right, Mary-Alice Denney is
getting her blood pressure checked

by Traci Heller. Below, Kirk Wolfe,
left, and Marcia Hotopp talk about
the Wells County Historical Society.
(Photos by Jonathan Snyder)
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Highway garage
completion drags out

By HOLLY GASKILL

Numerous fixes are still needed
at the new Highway Department
building, Supervisor Shawn Bonar
told County Commissioners Mon-
day.

Bonar rattled off half a dozen
unresolved items with the facil-
ity, including multiple roof leaks,
new pipework needed in the vehi-
cle wash bay, and an unfinished
HVAC.

Bonar said the project manag-
ers went so far as to email about
“owners training” with the build-
ing and said it didn’t need to be
finished for training. “I never
responded,” Bonar stated. Com-
missioner Blake Gerber shook
his head in disappointment at this
report.

Commissioner Jeff Stringer
said he would soon visit the site
and confirm with project manag-
ers what needed to be resolved,
noting that the project was still
not considered to be at substantial

completion.

Bonar also reported that the
department had also received a
complaint from Clarence Ostrand-
er about mowing a company prop-
erty next to his residence on Cher-
ry Street in Bluffton. Ostrander
had previously asked the commis-
sioners to release the property to
him, saying he had maintained it
for a significant time; the commis-
sioners said they would look into
the matter. Ostrander has since
stopped maintenance of the prop-
erty, Bonar said.

The commissioner advised the
Highway Department could pro-
ceed with mowing the property.

Bonar also told commissioners
the department has been pushing
ahead with their summer proj-
ects, using some of the overtime
that was not needed in the winter.
Bonar also planned to present an
annual report at the commission-
ers’ May 20 meeting.

holly@news-banner.com

‘Not reinventing
the wheel’

Health board talks
Health First Indiana grants

By HOLLY GASKILL

With Wells County officially
opting into Health First Indiana,
the county’s Board of Health
kickstarted conversations about
a potential grant process during a
special meeting Thursday.

HFI increases state fund-
ing through the state’s Local
Health Maintenance Fund from
$51,777.15 to $549,510 to address
health issues like immunizations,
vital records and chronic disease
prevention. Wells County, as well
as many counties throughout Indi-
ana, will use a portion of funds to
support local entities that already
have infrastructure to address

health needs.

By joining HFI in its second
year, the board recognized that
there is no need to invent new
processes for distributing grants.
Public Health Nurse Lynn Blevins
said he’s begun developing plans
based on the Allen County Health
Department’s application process.
Board member Molly Hoag also
referred to her experience with
the Citizens Against Drug Abuse
board’s grant process for applica-
tions.

However, the board buffered in
discussing more specific issues,
like grant deadlines, an approval

(Continued on Page 2)

Parks, APC discuss
refreshment area
and pool updates

By JONATHAN SNYDER

A potential designated outdoor
refreshment area involving Kehoe
Park was discussed by the Bluff-
ton Park Board and Wells County
Area Plan Commission Executive
Director Mike Lautzenheiser.

The DORA area would allow
for holding and consumption of
alcoholic beverages in desig-
nated cups only inside the DORA
boundary. The DORA area pro-
posal is currently in its infancy
and while it is being considered in
multiple parts of downtown Bluff-
ton, other alcoholic-serving estab-
lishments would need to opt into
the area.

Lautzenheiser gave two poten-
tial ideas for what the DORA
could look like, but stressed that
since the plan is so young, the area
could change dramatically. One

idea is for two separate DORA
districts, which would prevent
patrons from downtown bars from
walking into the Kehoe Park area.
Lautzenheiser also proposed one
district that includes both down-
town and Kehoe Park.

If this plan goes into action, it
would remove the need for state
permits for the sale of alcohol in
a public area for the Parks Depart-
ment, which would be a savings
on time and money. The Parks
Department allows for temporary
vendors to sell alcohol at various
events. Hours for carry out alcohol
sales range from noon until 8:00
p.m.

Any temporary vendors look-
ing to sell alcohol would still need
approval from the Board of Works.
The park board showed concern

(Continued on Page 2)

Nerf War at the City Gym

Nerf bullets were flying across the city gym as the parks department held a nerf war for kids and teenagers.
Above left, Khaysin Guin sneaks up behind Judah Owen to make a surprise shot. Above, Aiden Kaehr takes

aim at Owen. (Photos by Jonathan Snyder)
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Health First Indiana

(Continued from Page 1)

process and criteria. The board was
quite wary of being flooded with appli-
cations, especially as Commissioner
Jeff Stringer said he’s already received
calls from organizations outside of

Wells County.

To this effect, Stringer emphasized
the grant process should prioritize local
organizations with clear, specific and
measurable plans for the funding. He
also recommended the board priori-
tize applications that address the items
Wells County ranks worst in accor-
dance to its Indiana scorecard — adult
obesity and smoking. However, this
metric is different from the key per-
formance indicators identified in HFI.
Board member Dr. Bart Hott suggested
the board should only target a select
group of KPIs should the department

Refreshment area

(Continued from Page 1)

that this could allow ven-
dors to circumvent the park
board’s approval, but Parks
Department Superintendent
Brandy Fiechter acknowl-
edged that this is a very
early conversation to see if
the Park Board is interested
in being involved with the
plan.

“It does usurp any past
ordinances that would be in
conflict with it, so whatever
rules are set here would be
the rules,” Lautzenheiser
stated. Lautzenheiser also
proposed that the rental
forms for the Parks Depart-
ment could add a section
that declares the renter’s
intention to sell alcohol.

Once the review process
starts, it will go to the Wells
County Area Plan Commis-
sion, then to City Council,
then it goes to the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms for approval. The
board decided to table the
conversation to figure out
where it wants to be in this
process, as well as decide
how the district would look
if it wishes to be involved.

Projects for the Parks
Department have been going
well according to Fiechter.
The pool house has been
resided, with Barn Builders
by LS Construction donating
$14,000 of their own money
to get equipment and mate-
rial that could last a long
time. Fiechter stated that she

receive many applications.

The board also considered form-
ing a subcommittee to vet applications
in between board meetings. Hott was
apprehensive if a subcommittee would
represent the different interests of the
board members, and the board agreed
to revisit it at their next meeting.

Nothing was approved or decided,
but the board asked Blevins to proceed
with preparing an application format
and process proposal; their next meet-
ing is at 6:30 a.m. on June 20. An HFI
budget is due to the state in September.

In following up on the board’s April
discussion of changing their regular
meeting time, Board President Chris
Esterling said he’s been unable to find
a better meeting time for all parties.
While Blevins and all board members
were present Thursday, Health Officer

Dr. Brandon Huggins listened to the
meeting via phone, and Environmental
Specialist Ryan Bennett and Adminis-
trator Sahara Wall were absent.

“I think it’s going to be incredibly
hard to change the meeting time,” he
concluded. “I would like as much of
the staff to be here, (but) it is a board
meeting, so that’s probably a higher
priority,” he concluded.

Esterling said Wall was taking some
time off, but said Thursdays would
not work for Huggins’ schedule. Hug-
gins has not been present in person
at a board meeting or other county
meetings with agenda items pertain-
ing to the Health Department since
his appointment on March 19. Blevins
previously reported Huggins has been
regularly in the office.

holly@news-banner.com

is willing to put the owner of
LS Construction’s name on
a digital sign thanking him
for his work.

Fiechter also announced
that they are running the fil-
tration system for the baby
pool as a trial run to see if
things are working for the
summer months. According
to Indiana code, the baby
pool needs to be on a sepa-
rate filtration system from
the regular pool, a code
which shut down the baby
pool in 2017.

“If we can keep it clean
and keep it functioning well,
then I want to move in that
direction,” Fiechter said.

Furthermore, the board
paid an extra $3,038 to Jack-
son General Contractors
to address concrete issues
underneath the water slide.
Three sets of proof rolling,
a test for the soil against
vehicle-type loads to see if
the soil is stable, have been
done for the interurban trail
and a 15-foot section of the
trail will need to be redone,
an expense that is covered
by the general work allow-
ance part of the contract.

Lancaster park had three
extra bills to pay for safety
concerns. The proof roll-
ing efforts showed that
the ground underneath the
expected parklng lot is “a
little spongy,” accordmg
to Fiechter. The board paid
$67,500 to perform a cement
stabilization procedure on

the soil, which injects the
soil with cement. As the
cement hardens, the soil
becomes more stable.

Street Commissioner Tim
Simpson also had concerns
about the road to the park-
ing lot going to the grassy
area near State Road 1. To
ease those concerns, the
park board paid $42,000 to
add a two-foot stone shoul-
der across the road, which
should improve safety. This
addition means that the
ditch near the road needs
to be recut, which cost the
board an additional $12,000.
Despite the major costs,
Fiechter noted that there
are some line item transfers
she could make to cover the
expenses.

Fiechter also announced
updates to items available
at the concession stands.
A hot dog combo meal for
about $6.00 was added to
the menu, along with popsi-
cles and flavored sunflower
seeds.

Fiechter reported that 27
people attended the inter-
urban trail ground break-
ing ceremony, 48 people
attended the Earth Day 5K
run and 14 people attended
the Barbie Dreamhouse
event. The Barbie Dream-
house was a first-time event
for the department. Fiechter
also stated that floor reseal-
ing for the city gym will hap-
pen on May 20-24, meaning
the gym floor will be closed

U.S. says Rafah offensive would
jeopardize cease-fire talks, Biden
threatens to halt more Israel aid

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United
States warned on Thursday that Israel will
be dealing a strategic victory to Hamas if
it carries out plans for an all-out assault on
Rafah, the militants’ last major stronghold in
Gaza.

The warning was backed by a new threat
from President Joe Biden: He says he will
pause more offensive military assistance to
Israel if it goes through with the operation
in a city where more than 1 million civilians
are sheltering.

Biden last week put on hold a shipment of
large bombs to Israel over concerns the weap-
ons are of the type that has caused significant
civilian casualties in Gaza and would almost
certainly do more such damage if Israel con-
ducted a major offensive in Rafah.

On Wednesday, he held out the possibil-
ity of holding up future shipments of bomb
guidance kits and artillery to Israel, in hopes
the threat would turn Israel back from an
operation in the city.

The pronouncements are part of last-ditch
push for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his far-right government to
rethink their public commitments to invade
the city in an effort to eradicate Hamas. The
U.S. believes such a move would result in
significant civilian casualties and exacerbate
an already dire humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

The U.S. is making its sharpest moves
yet to influence the decision-making of its
ally in the ongoing war against the militant
group that was triggered by Hamas’ Oct. 7
attack on Israel. Some 1,200 people in Israel
were killed and about 250 were taken cap-
tive.

“Our view is any kind of major Rafah
ground operation would actually strengthen
Hamas’ hands at the negotiating table, not
Israel’s,” White House national security
spokesman John Kirby said Thursday. He
said more civilian deaths in Rafah from an
Israeli offensive would give more ammuni-
tion to Hamas’ “twisted narrative” about
Israel.

Talks in Cairo aimed at securing a six-
week cease-fire to allow for the release of
some hostages and a surge of food and aid
to civilians in Gaza are continuing, Kirby
added. But CIA Director Bill Burns and
other delegations to the talks left Egypt on
Thursday without a deal.

Kirby said it was too soon to know
whether the aid holdup had altered the Israe-
Ii calculus, but that the U.S. was continu-
ing to advise Israel on how it could defeat
Hamas through more surgical operations.

“We believe that they have put an enor-

mous amount of pressure on Hamas and
that there are better ways to go after what is
left of Hamas in Rafah than a major ground
operation,” he added.

Biden, in an interview with CNN on
Wednesday, insisted that despite the arms
hold up, the U.S. was still committed to
Israel’s defense and would supply Iron
Dome rocket interceptors and other defen-
sive arms.

He acknowledged that “civilians have
been killed in Gaza” by the type of heavy
bombs that the U.S. has been supplying.
It was his first validation of what admin-
istration critics have been loudly protest-
ing, even if he still stopped short of taking
responsibility. His threat to hold up artillery
shells expanded on earlier revelations that
the U.S. was going to pause a shipment of
heavy bombs.

Biden said Israel’s actions around Rafah
had “not yet” crossed his red lines, but he
has repeated that Israel needs to do far more
to protect the lives of civilians in Gaza. The
Hamas-run health ministry puts the toll at
more 34,000 dead, though it doesn’t distin-
guish between militants and civilians.

Israel’s military spokesman, Rear Adm.
Daniel Hagari, said that despite the Ameri-
can pause, “we have what we need” to press
ahead with the mission. His comments came
after Netanayahu brushed Biden’s threat,
saying in a statement, “If we have to stand
alone, we will stand alone.”

The U.S. has historically provided enor-
mous amounts of military aid to Israel.
The shipment that was paused was sup-
posed to consist of 1,800 2,000-pound
(900-kilogram) bombs and 1,700 500-
pound (225-kilogram) bombs, according
to a senior U.S. administration official who
spoke on the condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss the sensitive matter. The focus of U.S.
concern was the larger explosives and how
they could be used in a dense urban area.

“I made it clear that if they go into Rafah
— they haven’t gone in Rafah yet — if they
go into Rafah, I'm not supplying the weap-
ons that have been used historically to deal
with Rafah, to deal with the cities, that deal
with that problem,” Biden said.

“We’re not walking away from Israel’s
security,” the Democratic president con-
tinued. “We’re walking away from Israel’s
ability to wage war in those areas.”

U.S. officials had declined for days to
comment on the halted transfer. Word about
it came as Biden on Tuesday described U.S.
support for Israel as “ironclad, even when
we disagree.”

those days.

The department also
announced the following
donations:

* Race Donations: $850.

e Kehoe Donations:
$1.,400.

* Eagle Scout Donations
for Pool Shed: $500.

* Elks Donation: $100
bought 8 new life vests.

* Outdoor Concepts: 2
yellow wood trees donated
and planted at Lancaster
Park.

Jjonathan@news-banner.com
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Weather

Friday, May 10, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:34 p.m. Thursday)
High: 69; Low: 53; Precipitation: 0.60 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 3.51

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast

Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 63. North wind

around 10 mph.

Tonight: A 50% chance of showers after 2 a.m. Partly
cloudy, with a low around 48. Northwest wind around 5
mph becoming southwest after midnight.

Saturday: A 30% chance of showers, mainly before 8
a.m. Partly sunny, with a high near 63. Northwest wind 15
to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 43.
West wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 73.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 56.

Monday: A slight chance of showers, then a chance of
showers and thunderstorms after 2 p.m. Partly sunny, with a
high near 75. Chance of precipitation is 50%.

Monday Night: A 50% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 57.

Tuesday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms before
8 a.m., then a chance of showers between 8§ a.m. and 2 p.m.,
then showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm after 2 p.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 70. Chance of precipitation

is 60%.

Tuesday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 54. Chance of precipita-

tion is 60%.

Wednesday: A 40% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly sunny, with a high near 74.

Wednesday Night: A chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 55.

Thursday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms.
Partly sunny, with a high near 76.
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As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- .
T
Home Healthcare. S NAELA
As your guide through ~ ““hiea "
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Atte y
Ossian, IN 46777 o

Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW

+ Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

+ Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

{12’5%‘:? ¥ oFFicE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

.Home Remodel and Repair

l‘/Repair BOWEd Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete - Doors
Windows - Painting
Tile » Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP

Genesis

Pest Services

LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL

SCHEDULE TODAY!

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner
260 227 0742
g p vices.com
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sociates

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. . Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

2
HIDEAWRY

BEER==BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on Ei for our Events.

128 S Jounson ST. ©824-0455

Camelot JQuto LLC

Get Cash NOW
260 307-1302

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican = gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

ASSISTING IN:
« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

824-1846

*Safety Lighting «Clean Units
24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com &
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

—

W

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

« Safe Money Ideas

«2) AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

« Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

- Private Entrances
« Water Included

260824.5280 - *

For those 62 + or
disabled, regardiess
of age.

26

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

i§

GARAG E DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!
B Warren fl’ﬁarntacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St.,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

Seamless
Sure-Flo®is
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

For as Ilttle as

1 PER ISSUE

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
Increase your business with regular advertising!

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER Exery Dfu;.’
. Call
Plus The Ossian Journal
Every Week! sgg'zq%%g 80 r
June deadlineis
Tues., May 28!

Follow us on Twitter at...

twitter.com/newsbanner
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—OBITUARIES
Elizabeth “Libby” Andrews, 91

Elizabeth “Libby” J. Andrews, 91,
of Bluffton, went to be with her
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, sur-
rounded by her children on Mon-
day, May 6, 2024, at Christian
Care in Bluffton.

She was born on Dec. 22, 1932,
in Delphos, Ohio, to the late
Thomas Price Jones and Gladys
(Huffer) Jones.

Libby was united in marriage to
Paul Andrews on June 30, 1955,
in Cleveland, Ohio. He preceded
her in death on Jan. 13, 2016.

She was a member of First Missionary Church in Fort
Wayne.

Libby was raised on a farm in Fort Jennings, Ohio,
near Delphos, Ohio, where she graduated in 1950 from
Delphos Jefferson High School. Libby attended St. Paul
Bible College for two years, where she met her husband
Paul. Paul served in the U.S. Air Force, and Libby was a
proud military wife. They were stationed in Utah, Mis-
souri, Evreaux AFB France, lllinois and Alaska, before
settling in Ossian. Libby was a proud housewife and
mother, and devoted herself to also serving as the
church secretary at First Missionary in Fort Wayne for
20 years.

She loved to spend all of her time with her family.
Libby and Paul loved to travel, especially to Michigan
and Tennessee. She enjoyed playing board games with
her family, and was rather competitive. She loved to
attend her grandkids’ sporting and school events, and
was their biggest fan. She taught Sunday School for
many years. Libby enjoyed working in her flower beds
and gardening. She was an excellent cook, and enjoyed
sharing her skills with family and friends.

Survivors include her son, Gregory (Rhonda) Andrews
of Smalley Lake, Kimmel, Indiana; daughter, Pamela
(Jeff Neumeyer) Ruble-Neumeyer of Fort Wayne; daugh-
ter, Suzette (Dean) Grote of Bluffton; daughter, Rebec-
ca (Jeff) Ruble of Monroeville; son, Thomas (Tammy)
Andrews of Fort Wayne; sister, Joyce Brant of Van Wert,
Ohio; 14 grandchildren, Kim (Angie) Broxon, Denise
Krider, Gregory P. (Nikki) Andrews, Tonya Andrews,
Aaron (Olivia) Andrews, Jessica (Elliot) Nichols, Jenna
(Josh) Kosnick, Joshua Grote, Natalie (Jason) Anderson,
Paul (Denise) Grote, Stephen (Lilliah) Grote, Zachary
Ruble, Nicolas (Nikki) Ruble, Jack Henry Andrews; and
26 great-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents and husband, Paul, she
was preceded in death by two brothers, Bill and Bob
Jones; sister, Helen Brenneman; and son-in-law, Thom-
as F. Ruble.

A funeral service will be held at 10:30 a.m., Wednes-
day, May 15, 2024, at Zwick & Jahn Funeral Home in
Decatur, with Pastor David DeSelm officiating. Burial
will follow at the Horeb Cemetery in Uniondale.

Family and friends will be received from 4 to 8 p.m.
on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at Zwick & Jahn Funeral
Home in Decatur and one hour prior to the service at
the funeral home on Wednesday.

Preferred memorials can be given to Heart to Heart
Hospice or Parkinson Foundation.

Arrangements by Zwick and Jahn Funeral Homes of
Decatur, Indiana

County Briefs

Drainage board
approves summer projects

Surveyor Jarrod Hahn presented quotes for three tile
projects this summer, with the apparent low bid on all three
being Advanced Drainage Systems. All were unanimously
approved by the drainage board.

The company’s quoted $18,950 for the Walter Johnson
Prong 2 Tile in Harrison Township, $17,167.15 for the Peter
Gaskill Tile in Liberty Township, and $12,200 for the Wil-
liam Day Prong 3 Tile in Liberty Township.

During the following commissioner meeting, the board
approved a quarter one invoice for the Wells County Coun-
cil on Aging.

County approves
series of additional appropriations

The Wells County Council approved a series of transfers
and additionals during their meeting Wednesday.

Additional appropriations were:

* $23,000 to the jury pay fund for the Circuit Court.
Judge Kenton Kiracofe wrote in his request that the court
has nearly expended its $10,000 budget for this year. The
appropriation amount was determined through average costs
and the current scheduled trials through July.

* $6,208 to software support for the Area Plan Commis-
sion. Executive Director Mike Lautzenheiser advised that
the request will support updating the GIS software.

Transfers were:

¢ $57.32 from IVD law books to IVD program printing
within the prosecutor’s budget to cover the cost of a legal
noticed printed in The News-Banner.

e $235 from vehicle supplies to wearing apparel and
$2,000 from truck maintenance to indigent for Community
Corrections.

¢ $71,614.87 from American Rescue Plan Acts funds to
police vehicles for the Sheriff’s Department, approved by
the County Commissioners.

— Compiled by Holly Gaskill

Corrections and clarifications

An obituary for Thomas Woodard ran in error in Tues-
day’s and Thursday’s News-Banner. There are no upcoming
services for Woodard.

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-
ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include
the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of
calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling
arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included,
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person,
there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will

coordinate obituary publication.
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BHS Prom Court

Bluffton High School’s prom
is this Saturday at Lighted
Gardens. At right is the prom
court: front, Zoe Morrison,
Gretchen Crist and Alydia
Bertsch; back, Andrew Hunt,
Connor Collins and Benjamin
Ramseyer. (Photo provided)

INCIDENTS

City:

Wednesday, 3:32 p.m.,
500 block of West Wiley
Avenue. Caller reported
issue with property owner
not fixing apartment condi-
tions. Advised it is a civil
issue.

Wednesday, 9:09 a.m.,
1500 Wheatfield Court.
Report of paraphernalia
found in a child’s bedroom.

Thursday, 1:47 a.m.,
South Bond and West Jeffer-
son streets. Report of three
individuals walking in alley
with flashlight. Looking for
acat.

Thursday, 2:53 a.m.,
Capri Apartments. Caller
reported someone attempted
to open her door.

County:

Wednesday, 3:54 a.m.,
South 300 West and West
1200 South, Keystone. Car
versus deer.

Wednesday, 11:22 a.m.,
Wells County Jail. War-
rant served to Alejandro Eli
Mayor Ruiz.

Wednesday, 5:58 p.m.,
Wells County Jail. Man
requested woman be
removed from property,
advised it is a civil issue.

Wednesday, 6:48 p.m.,

Police Notebook

Wells County Jail. Warrant
served to Randale Thomp-
son.

Ossian:

Thursday, 6:07 a.m.,
7600 North S.R. 1, Ossian.
Car versus deer.

Wednesday, 2:13 p.m.,

Silo Farms. Report of
harassment.
ARRESTS

Randale Lee Thomp-
son, 44, Bluffton; criminal
mischief and disorderly
conduct and public intoxi-
cation, all Class B mis-
demeanors. Bond set at
$4,000.

Matthew Stephen Stand-

ford, 37, Lima, Ohio; pos-
session of methamphet-
amine, a Level 6 felony, pos-
session of marijuana, a Class
A misdemeanor, operating
with a controlled substance
in body and possession of
paraphernalia, both Class C
misdemeanors. Bond set at
$11,000.

Alejandro Eli Mayor
Ruiz, 23, Fort Wayne;
operating without obtain-
ing license, a Class A mis-
demeanor, and operating
with expired plates and no
financial responsibility,
both Class C misdemeanors.
Bond set at $2,000.

Indiana teachers call on state board to
reconsider literacy licensure requirement

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Teachers from around
Indiana spent hours before
the State Board of Educa-
tion on Wednesday, criticiz-
ing a new literacy licensure
requirement that was adopt-
ed by the General Assembly
earlier this year.

The training require-
ment requires all Pre-K to
Grade 6 and special educa-
tion teachers to complete
80 hours of professional
development on science of
reading concepts and pass
a written exam. Teach-
ers won’t be able to renew
their license without doing
SO.

Although the literacy
endorsement wasn’t on the
state board’s agenda, educa-
tors descended on the meet-
ing, which lasted more than
four hours. Most of that
was spent on public com-
ments from teachers, as well
as union representatives,
who said the new training
mandate is unfair and over-
whelming. Complicating
matters further, many of
the free training courses are
already full, leaving only a
few other options for which
teachers must pay for out of
pocket.

“No other profession
is going to be okay with
being told — not only do
you have to do this to keep
your license — but you
have to do it outside your
contracted hours,” said Cory
Freihaut, a special educa-
tion teacher from the Vigo
County School Corporation
who spoke at Wednesday’s
meeting.

Freihaut said he’s a single
father who works two other
jobs, in addition to teaching.
He echoed numerous other
educators who emphasized
that fitting in training over
the summer is inconvenient
and a hardship for many.

“I understand we’re get-
ting a stipend, but ... that’s
like $15 an hour. I make
more than that at the pizza
shop I do on the weekends,”
Freihaut said. “T ask that you
guys look at shortening that
(professional development),
because honestly, unless you
can provide it in our con-
tracted hours, we shouldn’t
be doing it.”

At the meeting, Secre-
tary of Education Katie Jen-
ner noted Indiana’s reading
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scores, which have been on
the decline for more than a
decade. According to data
from the Indiana Depart-
ment of Education, in 2023,
one in five Hoosier third
graders lacked foundational
reading skills.

She acknowledged con-
cerns, however, and main-
tained that the state board
and education officials want
to find solutions and create
more “flexibility” for teach-
ers to complete the training
requirements.

Jenner noted, too, that
12,000 teachers signed up
for the Keys to Literacy
training in three weeks. The
IDOE announced Wednes-
day that the state is adding
cohorts.

Additional sessions were
added for spring and sum-
mer, increasing the total
number of cohorts from 12
to 64 — each with approxi-
mately 200 educators. More
cohorts are also open for
both Fall 2024 and Spring
2025 “in response to the
early demand,” according to
IDOE.

State lawmakers
approved the literacy train-
ing requirement during the
2024 legislative session as
part of an effort to reverse
lagging literacy scores
among Hoosier students.

Under the law, teach-
ers renewing their licenses
must earn an “Early Litera-
cy Endorsement” by 2027.
They can do so through
Keys to Literacy, a free
third-party professional
development program,
through 2025. Teachers are
eligible for a $1,200 stipend
for the 80-hour Keys to Lit-
eracy training, and the state
is covering the cost of the

PRAXIS exam.

But representatives from
the Indiana State Teachers
Association said education
officials should provide
more options for teachers
to meet the literacy require-
ment, and also account for
teacher expertise — such
as years spent leading a
classroom and attainment
of other coursework, like
master’s degrees, for exam-
ple.

ISTA Treasurer Diana
Reed said, specifically, the
PRAXIS exam imposes an
“unnecessary burden” on
teachers. She additionally
raised questions about the
efficacy and necessity of the
exam and asked that it be
removed as a requirement.

“The literacy endorse-
ment requirements ... are a
great, great source of con-
cern and a high-level issue
among my fellow educa-
tors. The requirements ...

have increased stress and
compounded existing chal-
lenges of teacher burnout
and retention,” Reed told
the board. “Colleagues have
expressed they would rather
let their licenses lapse at
the next renewal date then
be subjected to more hoops
and mandates to prove their
worth. We are already expe-
riencing a shortage of quali-
fied educators, and these
new requirements do not
signal to our teachers that
their education, degrees
obtained, and endorsements
earned are valued.”

Even so, representatives
from the nonprofit advo-
cacy groups Stand for Chil-
dren and the Institute for
Quality Education encour-
aged the board to uphold
the literacy requirements.
They doubled down that the
science of reading training
is necessary to improve stu-
dent literacy.
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Other Opinions

The silencing of journalists by

dictators as U.S. power recedes

Friday (May 3) was World Press Freedom Day and a
grim reminder of how many voices have recently been
silenced by the world’s authoritarian regimes. Our col-
league Evan Gershkovich remains wrongfully impris-
oned by Russia, where he is being held without a trial or
even formal charges. He is one of far too many impris-
oned journalists, and those numbers are growing.

Hong Kong newspaper owner Jimmy Lai remains in
prison on accusations of endangering China’s national
security. The charges against him, including sedition and
colluding with foreign forces, are a farce, but Beijing is
happy to hold out his high-profile detention as a warning
to others who dare to speak for freedom. Hong Kong’s
recent passage of a new national-security law known
as Article 23 ensures that press freedom in the territory
will continue to contract until it vanishes as in mainland
China.

In China, journalist and women’s rights activist
Huang Xueqin has spent more than two years in prison
and could face 15 more after sentencing, according to
the Committee for Freedom in Hong Kong Foundation
(CFHK). China has the most jailed writers in the world,
exceeding 100 for the first time, according to the Pen
America Freedom to Write Index, released on May 1.
Around the world there were 547 journalists in jail at the
end of 2023, according to Reporters Without Borders.

In Iran, 2023 Nobel Peace Prize winner Narges
Mohammadi has been jailed for her fight against the
state’s oppression of women. In Burundi, reporter Sandra
Mubhoza is in custody and could face life in prison for
comments on a WhatsApp group. Some of these names
were projected on London’s Tower Bridge Thursday
night and close to the Capitol building in Washington,
D.C., by the CFHK.

Authoritarian regimes lock up journalists to control
what their citizens can read and see, and in some cases
as leverage to trade with the West to get back spies or
murderers. As American power has receded in the world,
so has the West’s ability to protect journalists. That’s
something American journalists might reflect on when
they criticize their country for its imperfections. They’d
be arrested elsewhere.

Rising numbers of arrests mean growing risks for
reporters who continue the important work of finding
and telling the truth. Evan Gershkovich was arrested for
doing precisely that.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
Distributed by The Associated Press

Today in History

By The Associated Press In 1775, Ethan Allen and
Today is Friday, May his Green Mountain Boys,
10, the 131st day of 2024. along with Col. Benedict
There are 235 days left in  Arnold, captured the Brit-
the year. ish-held fortress at Ticond-
Today’s Highlight in His-  eroga, New York.
tory: On May 10, 1940, dur- In 1865, Confederate
ing World War II, German President Jefferson Davis
forces began invading the was captured by Union
Netherlands, Luxembourg, forces in Irwinville, Geor-
Belgium and France. The gia.
same day, British Prime In 1869, a golden spike
Minister Neville Chamber- was driven in Promontory,
lain resigned, and Winston Utah, marking the comple-
Churchill formed a new tion of the first transconti-
government. nental railroad in the United
On this date: States.
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US debt will change local
economic development policies

The U.S. national debt is near its politically unsus-
tainable level. That means substantive changes to both
taxes and spending in the foreseeable future, which also
means less federal funding for state and local govern-
ments.

County government, municipal gov-
ernment, schools, libraries and other
local governments need to start planning
now for a future with far less federal
money.

At the start of the Great Recession,
our national debt hovered at roughly
60% of gross domestic product. Today, it is a tad bit
over 120 percent. Right now, the federal government is
spending about 23.4% of GDP, while collecting taxes
of about 17.4% of GDP.

The last time we balanced our national budget, both
taxes and spending ran between 19% and 20% of GDP.
That seems like a reasonable political compromise:
raising taxes substantially and cutting spending sub-
stantially. By substantially, I mean reversing all the tax
cuts and spending growth of the past 25 years.

There’s no easy way to do this. For example, our
entire military budget is at a post-World War II low of
2.7% of GDP. We could eliminate all the armed forces,
and sell all our equipment, and it would not cut the
annual deficit by half.

We could eliminate the Veteran’s Administration, the
departments of education, energy, state and agriculture,
and still not balance the budget. We could cut all our
foreign aid, all our research and development spending,
and yet the savings wouldn’t round up to one-thou-
sandth of the debt.

To balance the budget, we will need to cut Social
Security, Medicare and Medicaid. Those cuts won’t
come just in the future. They will need to come to cur-
rent recipients.

To balance the budget, we also will need to raise
taxes on everyone. Those tax increases cannot be lim-
ited just the rich or super rich; everyone will see an
increase in taxes.

I know this is an unpleasant realization that is prob-
ably causing many readers to come slightly unglued.
Sorry, the arithmetic is unavoidable. There are no easy
answers. There’s no tax cut that will generate rapid eco-
nomic growth, nor is there some magical spending mix
that will cause a big spike in productivity. I wish there
were, but there is not. This debt will be lowered the
old-fashioned way.

Among the unavoidable casualties of budget cuts
will be significantly fewer intergovernmental transfers,
from a wide range of programs. Many local govern-
ments have come to anticipate federal spending. Poor
places, in particular, receive a disproportionate share of
federal spending on roads, housing, economic develop-
ment, education, healthcare and social services.

I don’t think local governments should be viewing
this with dread. Instead, I think it is, in the words of
FDR, “...preeminently the time to speak the truth, the
whole truth, frankly and boldly.” Prospering communi-
ties are mostly a consequence of local action, not state
or federal largesse. Even in places where state or fed-
eral development efforts are effective, as in Indiana’s
Regional Cities Initiative, the effects are modest when
compared to the benefits of local action.

Sometime over the next decade or so, we are almost
certain to enter a period in which state and local
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governments can expect much lower
federal spending. It would be wise to
begin preparing residents. If you want
additional or improved infrastructure,
better schools and other quality of life
improvements, now is the
time to begin planning
those investments.

I recommend a three-
part approach.

3
'

First, there must be MiCh ael
a frank review of local .
economic conditions. There are over Hicks

200 Midwestern counties in the midst

of long-term economic and population

decline. It takes courage to confront unpleasant facts
head on. Without doing so, no place will be lucky
enough to reverse economic course.

A second step is to take stock of the policies that
you’ve been using for the past several decades. I am
amazed at the number of places who complain of
inadequate school or municipal funding, while spend-
ing millions of dollars a year on traditional economic
development. Add up all the assessed value locked
into tax increment financing (TIF) or in property tax
abatements and assess that value at the current tax rate.
Add up the cost of your economic development office,
and any direct spending program, like a revolving loan
fund.

The results will shock and dismay. There is no
community in the Midwest where traditional business
attraction policies have yielded prosperity. I’d be very
surprised if a single county saw the benefits of that
spending outweigh the costs over any 10-year period
since the 1970s.

For the 200 or so Midwestern counties in decline,
the level of lost spending on attracting new businesses
will be terribly vexing. These are exactly the same
places in need of vast infrastructure improvement,
ranging from bridge replacement and new schools to
water and sewer facilities. This process should make
clear that there’s plenty of resources to support local
improvements. They are simply being misspent.

Finally, local governments should think hard about
what residents want out of their communities. Don’t
ask them what types of economic development they
want. Ask them what they want their community to be
for their families. They should be asked in surveys and
focus groups, preferably after they’ve seen presenta-
tions about economic conditions and their economic
development policy history in their city or county.

In most cases, you’ll hear about a lot of little things:
parks, eateries and recreational activities. Some will
want their school to be better— particularly if they’ve
seen clear data on student outcomes. I suspect most
people will want a city or county that could keep their
children around after they graduate.

These steps will allow local elected leaders and their
constituents better understand the challenges of tighter
federal budgets and fewer federal resources to poor
places. They may also set a community on a healthier
past, focused more on the building blocks of prosperity,
and less on economic development policies crafted for
the middle of the last century.

Michael Hicks is the George and Frances Ball Distinguished

Professor of Economics and the director of the Center for
Business and Economic Research at Ball State University.
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DIVERSIONS

Dear Annie: My recently divorced
brother has a new girlfriend. He has been
divorced for three months. She has intro-
duced him to all of her friends and fam-
ily. She was married 20 years and went
through a bitter divorce and had several
bad dating experiences from dating sites.
She seems to be elated to find a nice guy
like my brother. She seems to think he’s
too good to be true and even did a back-
ground check on him.

Now, she wants to meet my mom and
me. Unfortunately, I am apprehensive
and reluctant to meet her. My brother
called me while I was driving, so my
mom mostly talked to her. I talked for
maybe five minutes to her. He told me
later that he asked what she thought of
us. Her reply was, “Your mom is a hoot,
and your sister has a lot of opinions.”

I feel a little hurt at this revelation. It
seems to suggest that I’'m opinionated
or that she didn’t like my opinions. It
didn’t sound positive. I asked my mom
and brother if I said anything rude. Mom
said no. My brother didn’t see anything
negative about his girlfriend’s comment.
I inquired again a couple weeks later,
and he no longer remembers the incident.
I haven’t said anything negative about
his girlfriend, so I don’t understand her
remark.

Considering I’ve talked to her directly
once and have never met her, I’'m con-
cerned she is possibly judgmental and
negative. Should I meet her? If so, would
it be disrespectful if I suggest to meet her
for only a day? I don’t want to spend sev-
eral days with a rude person biting my
tongue, but I don’t want to be disrespect-
ful to my brother since we have always
been close. — Slighted Sister

Dear Slighted Sister: It’s understand-
able to feel apprehensive about meeting
someone new, especially when their ini-
tial comments about you weren't entirely
positive. But meeting her could be an
opportunity to form your own opinion
rather than relying on a brief, possibly
offhand comment. It’s also important to
maintain your close relationship with
your brother, and showing willingness to

Brother’s new girlfriend
gets off on the wrong foot

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

meet his new part-
ner can be a way
of supporting him.

Considering
your reserva-
tions, suggesting
a shorter meeting,
like a lunch or cof-
fee, is a reason-
able approach. It
gives you a chance
to meet her without the commitment of an
extended visit, and it’s perfectly respect-
Sul.

Dear Annie: I have a dilemma. My
retired father constantly texts me — I
mean all day long. I have texted him
back “Have a good rest of your day,” try-
ing to hint to him that I'm done texting
him for the day. He doesn’t get it. Then I
asked him directly to please not text me
so often. He said he was sorry and would
try to text me less. That lasted a day. He
even texted me all day long when I was
on vacation! Now I have blocked him,
but he doesn’t know that. How should
I handle this situation? — Tired of Text
Messages

Dear Tired: It sounds like you’ve tried
to set boundaries with your father, but the
results haven't lasted. Blocking him with-
out his knowledge can lead to more con-
fusion and hurt feelings down the line, so
it’s good you’re open to reevaluating how
to handle this.

Have an in-person conversation with
your dad to explain how much you value
your relationship with him, but also
express your need for space during your
busy days or personal time. It's important
he understands that your replies might be
delayed, not because you don’t care but
because you have other commitments. [
suspect your dad might be feeling lonely
and is desperately seeking human con-
nection and company. Help him find
ways to engage his time that lessen his
focus on texting you and give him more
sources of interaction and fulfillment.

Send your questions for Annie Lane to
dearannie@creators.com.
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Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham {

Question: My youth

times phone reception
is difficult. A call can
just simply drop or be
interrupted because of

Christ calls us to

follow Him

to communicate with us —
He wants us to obey Him.
The human race is called
on throughout the Bible to

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

pastor walked to the edge
of the platform, took out
his iPhone, held it up, and
asked our group, “Have
you noticed a call from
God?” We all looked at
each other wondering if
he was coherent. He asked
that we open our Bibles

interference. Callers may
scream into the phone,
“Can you hear me?” A
reply may come back, “I
can hear you!” It’s a comi-
cal exchange.

Sometimes the same
happens when we try
to communicate with

repent of sin and return to
God. “Whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved” (Romans
10:13, KJV). And when
Christ calls us to follow
Him, He calls us out of
this world’s sin and confu-
sion, and then He sends us

©2024 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
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Knights earn first in boys,
girls track meets, preps
for sectionals next week

By RYAN WALKER

Norwell wrapped up its final track meet of
the season on a rainy, cold and windy night at
Adams Central.

The boys won the meet with the Bellmont
Braves also in attendance, and the girls tied
for first with 53 points with the Braves.

Admittedly, the three teams in the girls’
events were mostly junior varsity or runners
with an opportunity to showcase what they’ve
got that don’t normally get to. The reason
for this is the sectional meet coming up next
Tuesday, and coaches want their team to have
as much rest as possible and avoid injury.

“The goal tonight was, just this last regular
season meet, just giving some of our younger
girls that have worked real hard at practice all
season a chance to give it their last shot,” Nor-
well head coach Deidre Stoppenhagen said.
“Then it gave the varsity girls some rest time.
We’ve got some sore shins and calves.”

The Knights know a thing or two about the
sectional meet, winning it five times over the
past six seasons, including last year. Stoppen-
hagen shared that this season, Oak Hill and
Eastbrook are going to make a run for the tro-
phy.

Because of the stiff competition, she had to
think about what she was going to do with her
lineup. Track coaches have two options: One,
to try and score as many points and spread
their athletes around events they might not be
the best in, but would score more points. Or
two, risk team points for individuals to move
on to the regional meet, in which only the top
three advance.

Stoppenhagen came to an answer —
they’re going to go for it all.

“I was really wrestling back and forth
when [ was organizing my lineup,” Stop-
penhagen said. “We have a high standard to
win it, but again, Oak Hill and Eastbrook are
tough this year. When I scored us out, I said
‘OK, do I do individuals? Do I want to win it?
I just kind of talked to the girls and went with
my gut, and we’re going to go for it.”

The boys had a much different approach
than the girls.

Thursday night was the one-week mark
for the sectional coming up. The team is
working hard and getting its last few rounds
of training and meets in before resting for the
big day.

“We try not to overtax them, but we try to
work them so they get enough work in that
they’d be ready to go next week with plenty
of rest,” coach Josh Gerber said.

Head coach Adam Prater was absent at the
meet.

Gerber is unsure of what the team will offi-
cially do with the lineup yet in terms of win-
ning as a team or individuals.

It would be hard not to try and win as a
team, as the Knights might still have a bad
taste in their mouth after a runner-up finish
last year, 20 points behind Oak Hill.

This team has lost some depth, which
could make an easier decision.

“Back when I was the head coach about 10
years ago, we’d always load up the sectional
and try and get as many kids through as we
could,” Gerber said. “And you want to see

good team success and stuff like that ... You
want to do well as a team, but you also don’t
want to compromise a kid’s chance to make
it out in an individual. It’s a fine balance to
walk.”

The girls’ sectional is hostd by Marion and
will begin at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 14. The
boys will follow on Thursday.

ryan@news-banner.com

Individual results:

Boys

* Trevon Stoppenhagen first in the 100m
with a time of 11.4 and Brady Smith third at
11.9.

e Stoppenhagen first in the 200m with a
time of 24.0 and Nolan Weedman second at
24.7.

* Mathew Hernandez first in the 400m
with a time of 55.4 and Ryan Smith third at
5738.

¢ Caiden Petrie second in the 800m with
a time of 2:10.2 and Luke Johnson third at
2:14.2.

* Gavin Threewits third in the 1600m with
a time of 5:09.0.

*Zane Borne ad Hayden Bennett tied for
first in the 110m hurdles with a time of 16.3.

* Norwell’s 4x100m relay team of Jase
Harmon, Stoppenhagen, Quentauris Jones
and Devin Dale first with a time of 47 8.

e Norwell’s 4x400m relay team of Stop-
penhagen, Kyler Morris, Smith and Dale first
with a time of 3:48.1.

* Norwell’s 4x800m relay team of Mor-
ris, Threewits, Petrie and Johnson first with a
time of 8:58.0.

* Trace Moser first in the high jump at 5-4.

* Harmon first in the long jump at 17-4.

e Alex Fojtik first in the shot put at 41-6.

» Will Gerber third in the discus at 114-9.

Girls

* Shae Brooks second in the 100m with a
time of 14.2.

e Lillian Mann third in the 200m with a
time of 30.9.

e Alivia Green third in the 400m with a
time of 1:18.0.

* Brooklyn Meyer third in the 800m with a
time of 3:02.2.

* Lyanna Kelley second in the 1600m with
atime of 6:39.0 and Ali Riley third at 6:46 0.

e Hallie Smith second in the 100m hurdles
with a time of 19.7 and Mann third at 19.8.

* Mann third in the 300m hurdles with a
time of 58.8.

* Norwell’s 4x100m relay team of Jersey
Donaldson Zoe Ott, Reaghan Plunkett and
Samira Perez third with a time of 1:01.6.

* Norwell’s 4x400m relay team of Green,
Karrigan Melcher, Kelley and Smith second.

* Norwell’s 4x800m relay team of Kelley,
Kylee Hannie, Mariah Kline and Addison
Meyer third with a time of 12:27.0.

 Haley Williamson first in the high jump
at 4-10 and Brooks third at 4-2.

e Carlee Strunk first in the long jump at
13-4 and Ryland Graft third at 11-8.75.

* Makenzie Fuess second in the shot put at
30-3.

e Astrid Clausson first in the discus at
87-6.

Mitchell's 29 points help Cavs
blow out Celtics, tie series 1

By JIMMY GOLEN
AP Sports Writer

BOSTON (AP) — Dono-
van Mitchell banked in a
3-pointer from a few steps
beyond the top of the arc and
could only shrug as he back-
pedaled back on defense. He
followed with two baskets in
the lane to give the Cleveland
Cavaliers a 16-point lead.

“Sometimes you get
lucky,” Mitchell said after
scoring 29 points to help
Cleveland beat Boston
118-94 on Thursday night.
“Shooters shoot.”

Two nights after losing the
opener by 25 points, the Cav-
aliers answered with a blow-
out of their own, beating the
top-seeded Celtics in Boston
to tie their Eastern Confer-
ence semifinal series at one
game apiece. The teams now
head to Cleveland for Games
3 and 4 on Saturday and
Monday.

“We expected them to
play better and they did,”
Celtics center Al Horford
said. “They responded and
we didn’t.”

Mitchell scored 33 points
in the opener but got little
help. On Thursday, the Cavs
All-Star took just six shots
and scored six points in the
first half, while handing out
five assists. Mitchell had 16
points in the third quarter and
hit three straight baskets to
start the fourth, including the
28-footer off the glass.

“I hadn’t shot much, try-
ing to find ways to get guys
involved early, and pick-
ing my spots. I was just
continuing to find ways to
apply pressure on them,”
said Mitchell, who finished
with eight assists and seven
rebounds.

“In the second half it was
scoring,” he said. “Some-
times it’s assists. Sometimes
it’s rebounds. Whatever it
takes. And when it was time
to go, it’s time to go. I knew
at some point I was going
to have to start, obviously,
shooting.”

Jayson Tatum scored
25 for Boston, and Jaylen
Brown added 19 points. But
Derrick White, whose 25
points in Game 1 helped the
Celtics coast to a 120-95 win,
managed just 10 points, miss-
ing seven of his eight 3-point
tries.

With the win, the Cava-
liers assured themselves of
at least a fifth game back in
Boston on Wednesday. And
after finally getting their first
road win in this postseason,
they showed that they can
win there.

“When we defend the way
we defended and our shots
fall, what we do travels,”
Cleveland coach J.B. Bick-
erstaff said. “And we can win
anywhere.”

Evan Mobley had 21
points and 10 rebounds for
his third straight double-
double, and his fifth of this
postseason. Caris LeVert
scored 21 off the bench for
Cleveland, hitting a pull-up
jumper midway through the
fourth quarter that gave the
Cavaliers a 20-point lead and
started a parade of fans to the
exits. Many of those who
stayed began booing.

A minute later, after
the Celtics missed another
3-pointer — they were 8 for
35 from long distance in all
-- LeVert made a layup and
drew a flagrant foul from
Tatum. It was a 25-point
game, and Boston coach Joe

Mazzulla emptied his bench.

Bickerstaff followed
soon after, getting some rest
for Mitchell, who played a
game-high 37 minutes on
Tuesday night but was on the
bench for the 10-2 Celtics run
to start the fourth that blew
open the game.

Mitchell hit four of his
five 3-point attempts in the
third quarter to help Cleve-
land extend its lead to as
many as 14 points. And he
remained in the game at the
start of the fourth and until
the game was put away, with
Cleveland up 27 and four
minutes left.

“At halftime I was just
like, ‘I don’t plan on coming
out.” That was the mindset,”
Mitchell said. “He asked me
if I needed (a break) and I
was like, ‘I’'m good.””

According to ESPN, the
24-point win was the biggest
in the playoffs by a double-
digit underdog since 1991.

Celtics center Kristaps
Porzingis missed his third
straight game with a strained
calf muscle. Mobley started
at center in place of Jarrett
Allen, who has missed five
straight games with bruised
ribs, and reached a career
playoff high in points.

Mobley scored 11 in the
first quarter, when the Cava-
liers quickly fell behind by
nine — giving the vibes of
a second straight blowout.
But Cleveland ran off 11
points in a row — eight from
LeVert. Boston went ahead
by eight in the second before
the Cavs sent it into halftime
tied.

Tatum had 16 points, six
rebounds and four assists at
the half, and Mobley had 15,
seven, and five.

Norwell’s Lukas Mashuda (front) leads the pack of Knights during the mile run Thursday night at

SPORT

s

Adams Central High School. Runners in the event for Norwell were Mashuda, Gavin Threewits,
Gage Reinhard, Luke Johnson, Elijah Jacob and Parker McCartney. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Knights senior mile runner Haleigh Reinhard (left) and Ali Riley jog together in their final regular
season meet of their careers.

Sports Roundup

Tigers fall to Warriors in boys’
golf at Whispering Creek

Bluffton went on the road and fell to
Woodlan in boys’ golf at Whispering Creek
Thursday.

The Tigers scored a 165 compared to the
Warriors’ 152.

Declan Grieser was the medalist with a
score of 36, followed by Connor Klopfen-
stein (41), Kade Abbett (42), Anthony Hart-
man (46) and Max White (49).

Bluffton will visit South Adams at 4:30
p.m. Monday, May 13.

Tigers drop ACAC softball

contest to Heritage Patriots

Bluffton’s softball team fell 10-0 at home
against Heritage Wedneday night.

The Tigers fall to 9-10 on the season and
1-6 overall in their final conference game.

The Tigers had one hit, and that went to
Madison Smith. Tyrah Shaw picked up the
loss, throwing two innings. Madyson Son-
nigsen threw one inning, no runs and two
strikeouts.

Bluffton will be at Wes-Del at 5:30 p.m.
Monday, May 13.

Knights win final middle
school track meets

Norwell won both of its track meets
in middle school against New Haven and
McCulloch at home Wednesday night.

The Knight boys had a score of 93,
MucCulloch 32 and New Haven 19. The

girls had a team score of 87, MuCulloch
39 and New Haven 19.

This was the last meet of the regular sea-
son, and Norwell will compete in the North-
east 8 Middle School Conference meet at
5:30 p.m. Friday, May 10.

Event winners:

Boys

e Stellen Davis in the shot put at 35-9.5.

* Chris Misch and Cooper Figert in the
long jump at 16-1.

e Tyler Zent in the pole vault at 8-0.

* Roman Meyer in the 110m hurdles with
a time of 19.38.

e Jace Smith in the 100m with a time of
12.61.

* Hudson Petrie in the 800m with a time
of 2:20.6.

* Zeke Ford in the 400m with a time of
58.52.

* Maddux Thornton in the 1600m with a
time of 5:27.

* Norwell’s 1600m relay team with a time
of 3:59.

Girls

* Cyndall Pyle in the shot put at 31-6.

e Lillie Felton in the long jump at 13-7.

* Macy Oatess in the high jump at 4-5.

* Mia Kurtz in the pole vault at 8-0 and in
the 800m with a time of 2:30.

* Miyah Foss in the 100m hurdles with a
time of 17-62 and in the 200m with a time of
3341.

* Tenlee Morris in the 100m with a time
of 13.58.

* Norwell’s 400m relay team with a time
of 53.42.

* Norwell’s 1600m relay team with a time
of 4:34.

High School Calendar

FRIDAY, MAY 10

BASEBALL: Huntington North at Norwell,
5:30 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Northrop at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.
Southern Wells at Southwood, 5 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 11

BASEBALL: St. Mary’s Memorial at Bluff-
ton, 12:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Canterbury,
11am.

BOYS GOLF: Norwell at Angola Invitation-
al, 12:30 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Norwell at Bellmont, 10 a.m.;
Southern Wells at Liberty Christian, 11 a.m.

TRACK AND FIELD (CO-ED): Norwell at
Huntington North’s 9/10 Boys Invitational, 11
a.m.; Bluffton hosting throwers showcase, 10
a.m.

MONDAY, MAY 13

BASEBALL: Blackhawk at Bluffton, 5 p.m.

BOYS GOLF: Bluffton at South Adams, 4:30
p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Norwell at Carroll, 4:30 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Columbia City at Norwell, 5:30
p.m.; Southern Wells at Lakewood Park Chris-
tian, 5 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 14

BASEBALL: Norwell at Columbia City, 5:30
p.m.; Southern Wells at Bluffton, 5 p.m. (non-
conference)

BOYS GOLF: Bellmont/East Noble at
Norwell, 4 p.m.; Adams Central at Southern
Wells, 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: (Sectional) Bluffton, Nor-
well at Bluffton vs. TBD, 4:30 p.m.
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BASKETBALL
NBA

SECOND ROUND
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Saturday, May 4
Minnesota 106, Denver 99
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Sunday, May 5
Cleveland 106, Orlando 94, Cleve-
land wins series 4 - 3
Monday, May 6
New York 121, Indiana 117
Minnesota 106, Denver 80, Minne-
sota leads series 2 - 0
Tuesday, May 7
Boston 120, Cleveland 95
Oklahoma City 117, Dallas 95, Okla-
homa City leads series 1 - 0
Wednesday, May 8
New York 130, Indiana 121, New
York leads series 2 - 0
Thursday, May 9
Cleveland 118, Boston 94, series
tied 1-1
Dallas at Oklahoma City late
Friday, May 10
New York at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Denver at Minnesota, 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 11
Oklahoma City at Dallas, 3:30 p.m.
Boston at Cleveland, 8:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 12
New York at Indiana, 3:30 p.m.
Denver at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Monday, May 13
Boston at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Dallas, 9:30 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

SECOND ROUND
(Best-of-7)
(x-if necessary)
Sunday, May 5
N.Y. Rangers 4, Carolina 3
Dallas 2, Vegas 1, Dallas wins series
4-3
SECOND ROUND
(Best-of-7)
(x-if necessary)
Monday, May 6
Boston 5, Florida 1
Tuesday, May 7
N.Y. Rangers 4, Carolina 3, 20T,
N.Y. Rangers leads series 3 - 0
Colorado 4, Dallas 3, OT, Colorado
leads series 1 -0
Wednesday, May 8
Florida 6, Boston 1, series tied 1 -1
Vancouver 5, Edmonton 4, Vancou-
ver leads series 1-0
Thursday, May 9
N.Y. Rangers 3, Carolina 2, OT
Colorado at Dallas late
Friday, May 10
Florida at Boston, 7 p.m.
Edmonton at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Saturday, May 11
N.Y. Rangers at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Colorado, 10 p.m.
Sunday, May 12
Florida at Boston, 6:30 p.m.
Vancouver at Edmonton, 9:30 p.m.
Monday, May 13
x-Carolina at N.Y. Rangers, TBA
Dallas at Colorado, TBA

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

L Pct GB
Texas 22 17 .564 —
Seattle 20 18 .526 1%
Oakland 18 21 462 4
LosAngeles 14 23 .378 7
Houston 13 24 351 8

Wednesday’s Games

L.A. Angels 5, Pittsburgh 4

Cleveland 5, Detroit 4, 10 innings

Toronto 5, Philadelphia 3

Kansas City 6, Milwaukee 4

Oakland 9, Texas 4, 1st game

Chicago White Sox 4, Tampa Bay 1

N.Y. Yankees 9, Houston 4

Atlanta 5, Boston 0

Minnesota 6, Seattle 3

Baltimore 7, Washington 6, 12
innings

Texas 12, Oakland 11, 2nd game

Thursday’s Games
Minnesota 11, Seattle 1
Houston 4, N.Y. Yankees 3
Chicago White Sox 3, Cleveland 2
Kansas City at L.A. Angels late

Friday’s Games

Houston (Valdez 1-1) at Detroit (Mize
1-1), 6:40 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (Schmidt 3-1) at Tam-
pa Bay (Bradley 0-0), 6:50 p.m.

Arizona (Pfaadt 1-2) at Baltimore
(Irvin 3-1), 7:05 p.m.

Minnesota (Ryan 1-2) at Toronto
(Kikuchi 2-2), 7:07 p.m.

Washington (Corbin 0-3) at Boston
(Houck 3-3), 7:10 p.m.

Cleveland (Carrasco 2-2) at Chicago
White Sox (Crochet 2-4), 7:40 p.m.

Texas (Gray 1-1) at Colorado
(Gomber 0-2), 8:40 p.m.

Kansas City (Marsh 3-0) at L.A.
Angels (Canning 1-4), 9:38 p.m.

Oakland (Blackburn 3-1) at Seattle
(Woo 0-0), 9:40 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Minnesota at Toronto, 3:07 p.m.
Arizona at Baltimore, 4:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay, 4:10

p.m.
Washington at Boston, 4:10 p.m.
Houston at Detroit, 6:10 p.m.
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox,

7:10 p.m.

Texas at Colorado, 8:10 p.m.
Kansas City at L.A. Angels, 9:38

p.m.
Oakland at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

L Pct GB

Philadelphia 26 12 .684 —
Atlanta 22 12 647 2
New York 18 18 .500 7
Washington 18 18 .500 7
Miami 10 29 256 16%

Central Division

L Pct GB

Milwaukee 22 15 .595 —
Chicago 22 16 .579 Ya
Pittsburgh 17 21 447 5%
Cincinnati 16 21 432 6
St. Louis 15 22 405 7

West Division

W L Pct GB

LosAngeles 26 13 .667 —
San Diego 20 20 .500 6%
Arizona 18 20 474 7%
San Francisco 17 22 436 9
Colorado 9 28 .243 16

Wednesday’s Games
L.A. Angels 5, Pittsburgh 4
Toronto 5, Philadelphia 3
Kansas City 6, Milwaukee 4
San Diego 3, Chicago Cubs 0
L.A. Dodgers 3, Miami 1
Arizona 4, Cincinnati 3
Atlanta 5, Boston 0
Baltimore 7, Washington 6, 12

Pct GB  innings
Baltimore 24 12 .667 — San Francisco 8, Colorado 6
New York 25 14 641 Ya N.Y. Mets at St. Louis, ppd.
Boston 19 18 514 5% Thursday’s Games
TampaBay 19 19 .500 6 Arizona 5, Cincinnati 4
Toronto 17 20 459 7% Colorado 9, San Francisco 1
Central Division Milwaukee 7, St. Louis 1

W L Pct GB Friday’s Games
Cleveland 24 14 632 — Chicago Cubs (Assad 3-0) at Pitts-
Minnesota 22 15 .595 1%  burgh (Jones 2-3), 6:40 p.m.
Kansas City 22 16 .579 2 Arizona (Pfaadt 1-2) at Baltimore
Detroit 19 18 514 4% (Irvin 3-1), 7:05 p.m.

10 28 .263 14
West Division

Chicago Atlanta (Morton 2-0) at N.Y. Mets

(Quintana 1-3), 7:10 p.m.

Philadelphia (Suarez 6-0) at Miami
(Rogers 0-5), 7:10 p.m.

Washington (Corbin 0-3) at Boston
(Houck 3-3), 7:10 p.m.

St. Louis (Lynn 1-0) at Milwaukee
(Gasser 0-0), 8:10 p.m.

Texas (Gray 1-1) at Colorado
(Gomber 0-2), 8:40 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Glasnow 6-1) at San
Diego (King 3-3), 9:40 p.m.

Cincinnati (Abbott 1-4) at San Fran-
cisco (Webb 3-3), 10:15 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Arizona at Baltimore, 4:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh, 4:05

p.m.
Atlanta at N.Y. Mets, 4:10 p.m.
Philadelphia at Miami, 4:10 p.m.
Washington at Boston, 4:10 p.m.
Cincinnati at San Francisco, 7:15

p.m.
St. Louis at Milwaukee, 7:15 p.m.
Texas at Colorado, 8:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at San Diego, 8:40

p.m.

Midwest League

East Division
L Pct. GB
GreatLakes 20 10 .667 —
Lake County 18 11 .621 1%
West Michiga 14 16 .467 6
Lansing 13 17 433 7
Dayton 12 17 414 7
Fort Wayne 10 20 .333 10
West Division
L Pct. GB
Wisconsin 19 11 .633 —
Quad Cities 18 12 .600 1
Beloit 17 12 .586 1%
Cedar Rapids 17 12 .586 1%
SouthBend 11 19 .367 8
Peoria 09 21 .300 10

Wednesday’s Games
Lake County 8, Dayton 1
South Bend 7 Cedar Rapids 6
Beloit 3, Peoria 2, 1st game, 8
innings
Beloit 3, Peoria 1, 2nd game
Lansing 4, Great Lakes 3
West Michigan 4, Fort Wayne 0
Wisconsin 5, Quad Cities 4
Thursday’s Games
Creat Lakes 5, Lansing 3
West Michigan 6, Fort Wayne 3
Dayton at Lake County, ppd.
Cedar Rapids 8, South Bend 1, 5
innings
Quad Cities 8, Wisconsin 1
Peoria 4, Beloit 3
Friday’s Games
Fort Wayne at West Michigan, 11 a.m.
Dayton at Lake County, 2, 5 p.m.
Lansing at Great Lakes, 6:05 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Wisconsin at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Peoria at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Lansing at Great Lakes, 1:05 p.m.
Peoria at Beloit, 2:05 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at South Bend, 4:05 p.m.
Dayton at Lake County, 6:35 p.m.
Wisconsin at Quad Cities, 7 p.m.
Fort Wayne at West Michigan, 7:05
p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Thursday’s Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS —
Transferred RHP Gavin Williams to the
60-day IL from the 15-day IL. Acquired
RHP Darren McCaughan for cash from
a trade with Miami and optioned him to
Columbus (IL).

DETROIT TIGERS — Sent 3B Gio
Urshela to Toledo (IL) on a rehab
assignment.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA — Suspended Milwaukee G
Patrick Beverley four games without
pay for forcefully throwing a bas-
ketball multiple times at spectators
and inappropriate interactions with
a reporter in a game on May 2 at
Indiana.

7

McDowell will leave
Front Row Motorsports

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — Shortly after Michael McDow-
ell said Wednesday he would not return to Front Row Motorsports
after this season, Spire Motorsports announced it had signed the
former Daytona 500 winner to a multiyear contract.

McDowell will drive the No. 71 Chevrolet for Spire starting
next season. He will be teamed with Corey LaJoie and Carson
Hocevar at Spire.

“This is a new chapter for my family and me, and we’re
incredibly thankful for the opportunity that’s in front of us,”
McDowell said. “It’s going to take some hard work, but I feel
like everything is in place for us to be successful as a race team
— to win races and contend for championships.

“People are the greatest asset to any organization, and with
Spire’s vision, ambition, knowledge and dedication, we will
achieve great things. Failure is not an option, and that’s the
mindset that it will take to achieve our goals.”

The 39-year-old has been with Front Row Motorsports since
2018. McDowell won the Daytona 500 in 2021 and last year’s
Cup race on the Indianapolis Motor Speedway road course
while driving the No. 34 Ford for Front Row.

McDowell has made 228 of his 477 career Cup starts with
the organization. He has scored eight of his nine career top-five
finishes and 35 of his 40 career top 10s while at Front Row
Motorsports.

“Over half of my NASCAR Cup Series starts have been
made under the FRM banner, and I’'m thankful for each and
every one of them,” McDowell said. “With that being said, my
family and I have made the bittersweet decision that it’s time for
us to embark on the next chapter of our motorsports journey,
making 2024 my final season as the driver of the No. 34 Ford
Mustang Dark Horse for Front Row Motorsports.”

Team owner Bob Jenkins thanked McDowell for his con-
tributions to the organization and said his wins at Daytona and
Indy — both of which earned McDowell playoff berths — “‘set
anew standard for our organization.

“He became the leader of his team and the organization. Out-
side the car, he was the model for a driver we want to represent
us and our partners,” Jenkins said. “We’re sad to see Michael
leave, but wish him, Jami and his family nothing but the best as
he moves on to another chapter of what is already an incredible
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LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS &
FLOOD LIGHTS

WALKWAY

AREA LIGHTING

INDICATOR
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

(260) 724-2276

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
[ — % block west of U.S. 27 North

PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!” %
260-824-9149

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

UiF

Discontinued
Closeout Tires

Service with a Smile!

racing career.”

Now That We Have Your

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-0900 * 800-824-0901

CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM
1791 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1931 » 888-824-0901

L www.hidaymotors.com J

Barry Scott  Tyler Shaffer Marion Wells

Attention... Visit Us For
High Quality Great Service 4
And Low Pricing. #/
HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP Service Manager

Hiday Motors

1743 N. Main St., Bluffton + 824-0900

Parts Manager Service Consultant
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Classifieds

Help Wanted Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

EMPLOYMENT

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for Paid-
On-Call Firefighters and Part
Time Firefighters. Both posi-
tions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-4:30p or online at
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due June 14th.

HELOISE HINT: To find work
now, rework your resume to
conform to the modern work
world. Post your resume on-
line on all the appropriate job
sites, such as LinkedIn, In-
deed or ZipRecruiter. Monitor it
daily and follow up right away
with anyone who responds to
it Email HELOISE@Heloise.
com.

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Wanted to Buy

WANTED : ANTIQUES & OLD
TOYS Cash Paid for old toys!
Gi Joe, Transformers, Tin toys,
Robots, Pressed Steel Cars/
trucks, Action Figures, An-
tiques of all kinds, etc. Search-
ing for attics, basements,
barns, etc to go through. Call
or Text! 260-223-8083

HELOISE HINT: To prevent
dog bites. Teach your children
never to go up to a dog that
they do not know. They might
frighten the pooch, and it could
end up acting out. Write to HE-
LOISE@Heloise.com.

This Week's

Garage
Sales

I| & Save
%J P

BEAUTIFUL MOTHER'S DAY
baskets, garden plants, & flow-
ers Thursday & Friday, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., 129 Beechwood Place,
Bluffton. See you at the Farm-
ers Market Saturday. Back to
yard sale all next week.

MULTI FAMILY GARAGE
sale and baked goods, 7363
N. State Rd. 1, Ossian, IN, rain
or shine, Wednesday-Friday, 9
a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m.-1
p.m. Fresh home-baked cinna-
mon rolls, cakes, bars, bread,
angel food cakes, homemade
noodles, and much more! Fur-
niture, antique treadle sewing
machine, snowmobiles, cross-
bow, baby items, clothing of all
sizes, home decor, Tupper-
ware. Something for everyone.

HELOISE HINT: Thinking
about putting a lot of clothing
into your garage sale? Try to
display the best items on cloth-
ing racks. Then organize the
rest in piles by season or size.
Fax Heloise @ 210-HELOISE
(435-6473).

Public Notice

Public Notice
FIT Development, LLC is sub-
mitting a Notice of Intent to the
Indiana Department of Environ-
mental Management of our intent
to comply with the requirements of
Construction Stormwater General
Permit (CSGP) to discharge storm
water from construction activities
associated with Timberline Estates
located at 1805 S 300 E, Bluffton,
IN 46714. Runoff from the proj-
ect site will discharge to Markley
Ditch. Please direct questions to
FIT Development, LLC at 260-273-
1044.
nb 5/10
hspaxip
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RENTALS
MARV'S  CONSTRUCTION

GREAT LOCATION

MAKE YOUR AD stand out
for extra attention! Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5 or a border for an
additional $1. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office,
260-824-0224, 125 N. John-
son St., or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

SERVICES

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY
Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied,
our attorneys can help get you
approved! No money out of
pockets! Call 1-855-995-4758
)

NEVER PAY FOR Covered
Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES.
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00
OFF 2 FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894 (1)

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HOME MAINTENANCE AND
repairs. Free quotes. Locally
owned and operated.
hirebrennan.com,
260-353-9339.

TROPHY CONSTRUCTION.
ALL types of construction:
Pole barns, roofing, remodel-
ing, concrete, seamless gut-
ters, etc. Free estimates. (260)
223-4835.

WINDOW CLEANING
SERVICES
Residential/ranch/lake homes/
villas/condos. Entire home in-
side & out. Lowest rates in the
state. 765-603-9981. Psalms

517

LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD
products from AceWellness.
We guarantee highest qual-
ity, most competitive pricing on
CBD products. Softgels, Oils,
Skincare, Vape & more. Cou-
pon Code: PRINT20 Call Now
833-226-3105 (1)

Lottery Numbers

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 08-20-24-39-43

Cash4Life — 12-15-24-36-50, Cash Ball: 02

Quick Draw Midday — 03-07-16-21-25-28-29-36-38-
49-51-58-59-60-63-65-68-73-75-78, BE: 03

Daily Three-Midday — 06-00-00, SB: 03

Daily Three-Evening — 01-06-04, SB: 07

Daily Four-Midday — 09-07-09-07, SB: 03

Daily Four-Evening — 04-08-02-07, SB: 07

Quick Draw Evening — 04-22-24-26-30-31-34-41-42-
47-48-54-55-66-68-69-72-73-76-78, BE: 41

Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday):
$11.9 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $331 million
POWERBALL
Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $36 million

Public

MAY 10 - 9 a.m. - Secured creditors & various consignors,
owners. Truck & equipment auction. Onsite and online bidding
offering 700+ lots! 100+/- municipal units! Cars, SUV, 1/2 ton &
3/4 ton pickups, cargo & passenger vans, large group of Chevy
Impalas, Tahoes & Dodge Chargers, Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cles, dump trucks, 2012-2014 Frieghtliner M2106 box trucks, day
cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, bucket trucks, utility & semi trail-
ers, SUV’s, pickups, 100+ various skid steer attachments, more!
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.

MAY 12-MAY 19 - (Online Only Auction) - Phyllis Montgom-
ery, Seller. Major auction of fine antiques and collectables. “An
Auction of the Year.” Extensive cast iron skillet collection, early
candy scales, primitives, salesman samples, early rare gum dis-
penser, De Laval signs, beer signs, firearms, butter churns, large
Westmorland glass collection, much more. Preview: May 16 from
3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 1556 Shadow Run Trail, Bluffton. Steffen Group,
www.steffengrp.com, 824-3006, Pat Carter, sale manager.

MAY 19 - 4 p.m. - Multiple consignors, owners. Online only
consignment auction. 1,000+ lots! Furniture, oak kitchen table,
large assortment of household items, tools, 100+ lots of collect-
ible glass including Fostoria, Fenton, Candlewick, Pyrex and
much more! Preview May 16, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm Street, Decatur.
Pick up May 20, 1-6 p.m. & May 21, 9 a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

MAY 21 - 6 p.m. - Patricia Mossburg & Joyce Shady, owners.
Wells County 4-H Park, 1240 4-H Rd., Bluffton. Property location:
100S & 200W, Bluffton. 90+/-A, Zoned Agricultural, Liberty Town-
ship, Wells County. To be sold in individual tracts or any combi-
nation. Tract 1: 54+/-A tillable, frontage on both CR 100S & CR
200W. Tract 2: 12+/-A, 8+/-A tillable, 4+/-A woods, frontage on
100S & 200W. Tract 3: 24+/-A, mostly woods, 6+/-A tillable, front-
age on CR 200W. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.

MAY 26-JUNE 2 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of
John F. Holbrook, seller. 200+ pcs. Roseville, Rookwood,
Hull, McCoy, VanBriggle, antique & modern furniture, 1950 Ford
Sedan, Coca Cola vintage signs & collectibles, antique tools,
2-pc. Oak kitchen cabinet, JFK political buttons and advertising,
vintage toys. Auction preview: May 23 from 3-6 p.m. and May 30
from 3-6 p.m., 10421 W. Yoder Rd., Roanoke, IN. Patrick Carter,
sale manager, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.

JUNE 1 - 8:30 a.m. - E & M Blacksmith Shop. 2404 W 350
S, Berne, IN. 13th annual consignment auction. Horses, ponies,
horse-drawn machinery, produce equipment, buggies, har-
ness, carts, new tack, saddles, shop tools, lawn & garden tools,
sausage grinders & stuffers, new & used furniture, washing
machines, hay, straw & firewood. Accepting consignments every
evening that week from 4-8 p.m., all day May 30, and May 31
from 7 a.m.-8 p.m. Troyer Auctions, LLC, 260-768-7246, ext. 3.
JUNE 4 - (Online Only Auction) - Bidding Opens at 9 a.m. and
will close at 6 p.m. - The Estate of John F. Holbrook, seller.
300 W, Markle, IN. Northern Wells containing 6.79 acres in Union
Township of vacant agricultural land, outstanding opportunity for
potential building site with excellent location. Patrick Carter, sale
manager, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
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TikTok to start labeling Al content as tech becomes more universal

By MICHELLE CHAPMAN
AP Business Writer

TikTok will begin labeling con-
tent created using artificial intel-
ligence when it’s been uploaded
from outside its own platform in
an attempt to combat misinforma-
tion.

“Al enables incredible cre-
ative opportunities, but can
confuse or mislead viewers if
they don’t know content was Al-
generated,” the company said
in a prepared statement Thurs-
day. “Labeling helps make that
context clear—which is why we
label AIGC made with TikTok
Al effects, and have required
creators to label realistic AIGC
for over a year.”

TikTok’s shift in policy is
part of an broader attempt in the
technology industry to provide
more safeguards for Al usage. In
February Meta announced that
it was working with industry
partners on technical standards
that will make it easier to iden-
tify images and eventually video

and audio generated by artifi-
cial intelligence tools. Users on
Facebook and Instagram users
would see labels on Al-generat-
ed images.

Google said last year that Al
labels are coming to YouTube and
its other platforms.

A push for digital watermark-
ing and labeling of Al-generated
content was also part of an execu-
tive order that U.S. President Joe
Biden signed in October.

TikTok is teaming up with the
Coalition for Content Provenance
and Authenticity and will use
their Content Credentials tech-
nology.

The company said that the tech-
nology can attach metadata to con-
tent, which it can use to instantly
recognize and label Al-generated
content. TikTok said it began to
deploy the technology Thursday
on images and videos and will
be coming to audio-only content
soon.

In coming months, Content
Credentials will be attached to

submissions made on TikTok,
which will remain on the content
when downloaded. This will help
identify Al-generated material
that’s made on TikTok and help
people learn when, where and how
the content was made or edited.
Other platforms that adopt Content
Credentials will be able to auto-
matically label it.

“Using Content Credentials as
a way to identify and convey syn-
thetic media to audiences directly
is a meaningful step towards Al
transparency, even more so than
typical watermarking techniques,”
Claire Leibowicz, head of the Al
and Media Integrity Program at
the Partnership on Al, said in a
prepared statement. “At the same
time we need to better understand
how users react to these labels and
hope that TikTok reports on the
response so that we may better
understand how the public navi-
gates an increasingly Al-augment-
ed world.”

TikTok said it’s the first video-
sharing platform to put the creden-

tials into practice and will join the
Adobe-led Content Authenticity
Initiative to help push the adoption
of the credentials within the indus-
try.

“TikTok is the first social media
platform to support Content Cre-
dentials, and with over 170 million
users in the United States alone,
their platform and their vast com-
munity of creators and users are
an essential piece of that chain of
trust needed to increase transpar-
ency online,” Dana Rao, Adobe’s
executive vice president, general
counsel and chief trust officer, said
in a blog post.

TikTok’s policy in the past has
been to encourage users to label
content that has been generated
or significantly edited by Al. It
also requires users to label all Al-
generated content where it con-
tains realistic images, audio, and
video.

“Our users and our creators
are so excited about Al and what
it can do for their creativity and
their ability to connect with audi-

ences.” Adam Presser, TikTok’s
Head of Operations & Trust and
Safety told ABC News. “And at
the same time, we want to make
sure that people have that ability to
understand what fact is and what is
fiction.”

The announcement initially
came on ABC’s “Good Morning
America” on Thursday.

TikTok’s Al actions come just
two days after TikTok said that it
and its Chinese parent company,
ByteDance, had filed a lawsuit
challenging a new American law
that would ban the video-sharing
app in the U.S. unless it’s sold
to an approved buyer, saying it
unfairly singles out the platform
and is an unprecedented attack on
free speech.

The lawsuit is the latest turn
in what’s shaping up to be a pro-
tracted legal fight over TikTok’s
future in the United States — and
one that could end up before the
Supreme Court. If TikTok loses,
it says it would be forced to shut
down next year.

Guns are being stolen from cars at triple the rate they were 10 years ago

By LINDSAY borhood. those were from cars — chances it’ll be used in a seeing more than 200 guns a sweeping report on crime
WHITEHURST The alarming trend most often when they were violent crime,” said Sarah stolen from unlocked cars guns released last year.
and ALANNA underscores the need for parked in driveways or out- Burd-Sharp, senior direc- in a year. The measure is And the vast majority of
DURKIN RICHER Americans to safely secure side people’s homes, the tor of research at Every- facing pushback from the gun thefts are from indi-
Associated Press their firearms to prevent Everytown report found. town, which advocates state’s attorney general. viduals.
WASHINGTON (AP) — them from getting into the That’s up from about one- for gun control policies. The ATF has separately The agency is prohibited

The rate of guns stolen from
cars in the U.S. has tripled
over the last decade, making
them the largest source of
stolen guns in the country,
an analysis of FBI data by
the gun safety group Every-
town found.

The rate of stolen guns
from cars climbed nearly
every year and spiked dur-
ing the coronavirus pan-
demic along with a major
surge in weapons purchas-
es in the U.S., according to
the report, which analyzes
FBI data from 337 cities in
44 states and was provided
to The Associated Press.

The stolen weapons
have, in some cases, turned
up at crime scenes. In July
2021, a gun taken from an
unlocked car in Riverside,
Florida, was used to kill a
27-year-old Coast Guard
member as she tried to stop
a car burglary in her neigh-

4% VUNTS V™,

hands of dangerous peo-
ple, said Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives Director
Steve Dettelbach, whose
agency has separately
found links between stolen
guns and violent crimes.

“People don’t go to a
mall and steal a firearm
from a locked car to go
hunting. Those guns are
going straight to the street,”
said Dettelbach, whose
agency was not involved in
the report. “They’re going
to violent people who can’t
pass a background check.
They’re going to gangs.
They’re going to drug deal-
ers, and they’re going to
hurt and kill the people
who live in the next town,
the next county or the next
state.”

Nearly 112,000 guns
were reported stolen in
2022, and just over half of

quarter of all thefts in 2013,
when homes were the lead-
ing spot for firearm thefts,
the report says.

Stolen guns have also
been linked to tragic acci-
dents, such as when a
14-year-old boy in St.
Petersburg, Florida, killed
his 11-year-old brother after
finding in an alley a gun
that had been stolen from
an unlocked car a few days
before.

At least one firearm was
stolen from a car every
nine minutes on average in
2022, the most recent year
for which data was avail-
able. That’s almost certain-
ly an undercount, though,
since there’s no federal law
requiring people to report
stolen guns and only one-
third of states require a
report.

“Every gun stolen
from a car increases the

It’s unclear what’s driv-
ing the trend. The report
found higher theft rates in
states with looser gun laws,
which also tend to have
higher rates of gun owner-
ship.

The report analyzed
crime data from the FBI’s
National Incident-Based
Reporting System, which
includes details about what
was stolen and where it
came from. Guns stolen
from cars bucked car theft
trends overall — the rate
of other things stolen from
cars has dropped 11% over
the last 10 years, even as
the rate of gun thefts from
cars grew 200%, Everytown
found in its analysis of FBI
data.

In Savannah, Georgia,
city leaders last month
passed an ordinance requir-
ing people to secure fire-
arms left inside cars after
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said that theft is a signifi-
cant source of guns that
end up in the hands of
criminals. More than 1 mil-
lion guns were reported
stolen between 2017 and
2021, the agency found in

by law from publicly releas-
ing detailed information
about where stolen guns
end up. The information
can, however, be shared
with police investigating a
crime.
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Open Saturday & Sunday 7-3

Preorder your Mother’s Day Carry Out
Chicken and Whole Pies Today!

Call (260)824-5884 or stop in to place your order.
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PERENNIALS & GARDEN ART

1879 N. MAIN ST, BLUFFTON
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