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Silly songs with OES

Ossian Elementary School hosted

a special “Bear Country Jamboree”
Thursday night, where families enjoyed
numerous activities, performances

and snacks, including a book fair with
children’s book authors. Above, a bear
mascot brings on cheers at the end of
a performance in the gym. At right, Ella
Murawski plays a number game with
fourth grade teacher Diana Wyrich.
Below, Rosie Heimann shows her bear
picture. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Here’s what's on the table
for Israel and Hamas in
the latest cease-fire talks

By SAMY MAGDY
and DREW CALLISTER
Associated Press

CAIRO (AP) — Israel and Hamas appear
to be seriously negotiating an end to the war
in Gaza and the return of Israeli hostages. A
leaked truce proposal hints at compromises
by both sides after months of stalemated
talks.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
this week praised Israel for offering what
he described as significant concessions and
saying “ the time is now “ for Hamas to seal
the deal. Hamas leaders, meanwhile, say
they are reviewing the proposal in a “posi-
tive spirit” and sending a team to Egypt in
the coming days to continue the talks.

Here’s what we know so far about the
current proposal, confirmed by Egyptian
and Hamas officials who spoke on condition
of anonymity to discuss behind-the-scenes
negotiations.

WHERE THE TWO SIDES STAND

Israeli leaders are weighing whether
to accept a deal that would delay or pre-
vent their planned ground invasion of the
southern Gaza city of Rafah — a scenario

that falls short of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s pledges of “ total victory ““ and
the destruction of Hamas.

Hamas’ militant leaders must decide if
giving up the hostages, the group’s biggest
bargaining chip, is worth securing a long-
term truce but not necessarily a permanent
end to the war.

The plan offered by Egyptian mediators
aims to stave off Israel’s Rafah offensive,
which the U.S. says would have devastat-
ing consequences for over a million dis-
placed Palestinians crowded against the
border with Egypt. The Egyptians have also
warned Israel against the operation, fearing
a flood of Palestinian refugees driven into
its territory.

DE-ESCALATE IN PHASES

The initial stage of the deal would last
for 40 days. Hamas would start by releas-
ing female civilian hostages in exchange for
Palestinian prisoners held by Israel.

After this first batch, Israeli troops would
withdraw from a coastal road in Gaza and
head inland to facilitate the entry of humani-
tarian aid. This would also allow displaced

(Continued on Page 2)

Thursday’s print edition

The News-Banner ran into printing press issues on Thursday, which caused us to
miss the mailing deadline with the Post Office for Thursday’s edition The News-Ban-
ner and The Ossian Journal. The original problem with the press has not been correct-
ed as of Friday’s press run, and the paper will look different than normal on Thursday
and Friday. We hope to have the issue resolved in time for Saturday’s News-Banner.
We appreciate everyone who called or stopped in the office, but mostly we appreciate
your patience as we work through the problem.

— Doug Brown, publisher

Area Plan Commiission
recommends hew
TIF district addition

By JONATHAN SNYDER

New parcels of land south of State Road
124, east of Meridian Road, north of County
Road East 100 South, and west of South
Adams Street were given a “do-pass” rec-
ommendation to be added to Bluffton’s Tax
Increment Financing district in a resolution
approved by the Wells County Area Plan
Commission on Thursday.

Josh Hunt represented the Bluffton Rede-
velopment Commission, who approved the
parcel additions in their meeting on April 2.
Hunt clarified to the board that all the own-
ers know about the change and can opt in
to negotiations with the city if they choose.
Hunt also stated this change will help the
building and running of a future electric
substation on Cherry Street.

“All this does is put property on a list,”
City Attorney Tony Crowell said in a
request for clarification. “If the (Bluffton)
Redevelopment Commission wants to pur-
chase property it must be on the Acquisition
List. Being on the list doesn’t obligate the
RDC or the property owner to buy or sell.
It’s simply a statutory formality.”

Area Plan Commission Executive Direc-
tor Mike Lautzenheiser said that the area is
either zoned for industrial development or
next to industrial zoned ground. Lautzen-
heiser also noted that the parcels connect
with other TIF districts.

The matter will now pass to the Bluffton
Common Council, who will decide on the
matter in next Tuesday’s meeting.

The commission also took action on four
junk accumulation violations. Cody Plag-
mann’s junk violation on 5926 North Main
St. in Uniondale was cleared and the proper-

ty is now to ordinance standards. Plagmann
showed pictures of the property to the board
and Lautzenheiser did not find any outstand-
ing junk that needed to be cleared.

Lautzenheiser also announced plans to
kick off development of individual commu-
nity focus plans for Wells County as part of
their Vision 2035 plan. A kickoff meeting
and initial steering committee meeting is
scheduled for next week, and public input
will take place throughout the year.

Additionally, Lautzenheiser reported that
three alleys for the downtown pathways
project are almost complete. Lautzenheiser
also said that the last part of the Interurban
Trail project and phase two of the Lancaster
Park project are scheduled to be completed
later this year.

Lautzenheiser also announced that Wells
County Trails has selected Isch Excavation
out of Adams County to construct the Vera
Cruz Paddlesports Launch site. A link to the
2023 housing and economic needs assess-
ment study has been put on the APC’s web-
site, with Lautzenheiser clarifying that out-
side developers have taken a growing inter-
est in building apartment and multi-family
housing in the area.

Also, a violation for Rodger Watson on
766 S 200 E in Bluffton was given a 90-day
continuance. It is estimated that eight or nine
non-operational cars are still on the property
with 10 to 12 cars already moved, according
to pictures sent to the APC office. A rainy
April has hindered progress, but the remain-
ing scrap metal will be put into a dumpster
and a local junkyard will help remove the
rest of the cars.

(Continued on Page 2)

Arby’s and Axoles
Kick off season

Brok’n Axoles, a nonprofit
car club, will be hold-
ing car shows at Arby’s

once a month from May
through October. Prizes
for the top 10 in show are
given out, and the club
partners with other non-
profits so both entities
can show their work to a
larger audience. Top, Mat-
thew Battershell polishes
his 2012 Dodge Chal-
lenger. Middle, Anne and
Mike Cayot showcase
their 1965 Cadillac. At left,
Mike Stetzel shows off the
engine of his 1932 Ford
RatRod. (Photos by Jona-
than Snyder)
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Area Plan Commission

(Continued from Page 1)

A 30-day continuance
was given to 10017 S 200
W. Cody Miller is currently
seeking to buy the property
and is searching for a place
to scrap two fiberglass boats
in violation of the ordi-
nance. Two trucks are also
in violation of APC ordi-
nances, but Miller plans to
take those with him when
he moves in the next couple
of months.

APC member Geoff
Lance and Miller discussed
how long it would take for
the junk could be cleared.
Miller stated that there are
no designated boat scrap
yards near Bluffton, slowing
the process. Lance and the
APC stated that the Tonner
Solid Waste Transfer Sta-
tion could take the boats,
but their guidelines do not
clearly state if they accept or
deny fiberglass.

Since other junk on the
ground has been cleared
since the initial 90-day con-
tinuance in January, accord-
ing to Lautzenheiser, the
APC decided to grant more
time to Miller.

Denny Foss’ junk vio-
lation on 6010 S S.R. 1 in
Bluffton was cleared and the
property is now to ordinance
standards. Foss showed pic-
tures of the property to the
APC and they agreed that

the property looks good.
Melissa Woodworth’s
substitute, Jeff Kemper,
took her place at the meet-
ing. All other members were
present. Before closing the
meeting, APC President
Jerome Markley reminded
the APC that they voted for
the next meeting to be on
June 13, deviating from the
traditional first Thursday of
the month date.
jonathan@news-banner.com

Israel and Hamas talks

(Continued from Page 1)

civilians to return to their homes in
the northern Gaza Strip. Hamas would
provide a list of hostages who are still
alive during that time. Israel estimates
that Hamas is holding about 100 hos-
tages and the remains of 30 others
either killed in the Oct. 7 Hamas attack
that sparked the war or who have died
in captivity.

Within the third week, both sides
would start indirect negotiations that
aim to restore permanent calm. Three
weeks into the first phase, Israeli troops
would withdraw from central Gaza.

NEXT STEPS TOWARD PEACE

The second six-week phase would
seek to finalize arrangements for a per-
manent calm, the release of all remain-
ing hostages held by Hamas, both
civilians and soldiers, in exchange for
more Palestinian prisoners. The soldier
hostages would not be released before
the start of the calm.

The third and final stage would
include the release of the remains of
deceased hostages still in Gaza, more
prisoners held by Israel, and the start
of a five-year reconstruction plan. The
plan says that Hamas would agree not
to rebuild its military arsenal.

STICKING POINTS

Both sides want to end the war on
their own terms.

Hamas leaders have for months

refused anything short of a full Israeli
pullout from the Gaza Strip and a per-
manent end to the fighting. Hamas
negotiators will be seeking clarifica-
tion on these issues when they return to
Cairo.

Israel wants to see all remaining
hostages home safe, with Hamas and
other militant groups crushed on the
battlefield and expelled from power
in Gaza — unable to launch anoth-
er attack like the one on Oct. 7 that
sparked the war.

Israel says the Rafah invasion is
critical for these goals. Netanyahu says
Israel will invade the town with or
without a hostage deal.

Netanyahu also faces heavy domes-
tic pressure. Thousands of people have
joined weekly demonstrations calling on
him to reach a hostage deal immediately.
At the same time, hard-liners in his Cab-
inet have threatened to bring down the
government if he ends the war.

The Biden administration, which
provides Israel crucial military and dip-
lomatic support, says it opposes a Rafah
invasion unless Israel provides a “cred-
ible” plan for protecting civilians there.

POST-WAR UNCERTAINTY

It is not clear whether the cease-fire
proposal addresses key questions about
what happens in Gaza once the current
round of fighting ends.

The United States has called for

a plan that includes a return of the
internationally recognized Palestin-
ian Authority, which was ousted from
Gaza by Hamas in 2007 and now
administers parts of the occupied West
Bank.

The Biden administration seeks
eventual Palestinian governance in
Gaza and the West Bank as a precur-
sor to Palestinian statehood. Netanyahu
and his right-wing government reject
a role for the Palestinian Authority in
Gaza and say they will never allow a
Palestinian state.

Israel wants open-ended freedom
of action for its military in Gaza, while
the Biden administration says it won’t
accept a return of Israeli military occu-
pation of the Gaza Strip.

It also remains unclear who will run
Gaza during the five-year reconstruc-
tion phase, what will happen to Hamas
during that time and who will pay for
the daunting job of rebuilding.

The stakes were underscored in a
new U.N. report Thursday that esti-
mated damage caused by the war in
Gaza at over $18.5 billion. It said it
would take until 2040 to rebuild all of
the homes destroyed in nearly seven
months of Israeli bombardment and
ground offensives. Gaza was already
grappling with a 45% unemployment
rate before the war, according to the
U.N. Development Program.

Send us Patriots: Ukraine’s battered energy
plants seek air defenses against Russian attacks

By JILL LAWLESS
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP)
— At a Ukrainian power
plant repeatedly hit by
Russian aerial attacks,
equipment department
chief Oleh has a one-word
answer when asked what
Ukraine’s battered ener-
gy industry needs most:
“Patriot.”

Ukrainian energy work-
ers are struggling to repair
the damage from inten-
sifying airstrikes aimed
at pulverizing Ukraine’s
energy grid, hobbling the
economy and sapping
the public’s morale. Staff
worry they will lose the
race to prepare for win-
ter unless allies come up
with air-defense systems
like the U.S.-made Patri-
ots to stop Russian attacks
inflicting more destruc-
tion on already damaged
plants.

“Rockets hit fast. Fix-
ing takes long,” Oleh said
in limited but forceful
English.

The U.S. has sent
Ukraine some Patriot mis-
sile systems, and said last
week it would give more
after entreaties from Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy.

The Associated Press
on Thursday visited a
plant owned by DTEK, the
country’s biggest private
energy supplier, days after
a cruise-missile attack

smashed glass, shattered
bricks and twisted metal.
The coal-fired plant is one
of four DTEK power sta-
tions struck on the same
day last week.

The AP was given
access on the condition
that the location of the
facility, technical details
of the damage and work-
ers’ full names are not
published due to security
concerns.

During the visit, State
Emergency Service work-
ers in hard hats and har-
nesses clambered atop
the twisted roof of a vast
building, assessing the
damage and occasion-
ally dislodging chunks of
debris with a thunderous
clang.

Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba
told Foreign Policy maga-
zine that half of the coun-
try’s energy system has
been damaged by Russian
attacks.

DTEK says it has lost
80% of its electricity-gen-
erating capacity in almost
180 aerial attacks since
the start of Russia’s full-
scale invasion in 2022. It
estimates that repairing all
the damaged plants would
take between six months
and two years — even if
there are no more strikes.

Shift supervisor Ruslan
was on duty in the opera-
tions room when the air
alarm sounded. He sent his
crew to a basement shelter

but remained at his post
when the blast struck only
meters (yards) away.

He rushed out to dark-
ness, dust and fire. He said
he wasn’t scared because
“I knew what I needed to
do” — make sure his team
was OK and then try to
help put out the flames.

Russia pummeled
Ukraine’s energy infra-
structure to devastating
effect during the “black-
out winter” of 2022-23.
In March it launched a
new wave of attacks,
one of which completely
destroyed the Trypilska
power plant near Kyiv, one
of the country’s biggest.

Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin has framed the
attacks as retaliation for
Ukrainian strikes on Rus-
sian oil refineries.

Oleh said the Russians
are “learning all the time”
and adapting their tac-
tics. Initially they targeted
transformers that distrib-
ute power; now they aim
for the power-generating
equipment itself, with
increasing accuracy. The
Russians also are sending
growing numbers of mis-
siles and exploding drones
to exhaust Ukraine’s air
defenses, and striking the
same targets repeatedly.

DTEK executive direc-
tor Dmytro Sakharuk
said in March that out
of 10 units the company
had repaired after ear-
lier strikes, two-thirds had

been hit again.

More Russian missiles
have been getting through
in recent months as
Ukraine awaited new sup-
plies from allies, including
a $61 billion package from
the U.S. that was held
up for months by wran-
gling in Congress. It was
finally approved in April,
but it could be weeks or
months before all the new
weapons and ammunition
arrives.

Ukraine’s energy firms
have all but exhausted
their finances, equipment
and spare parts fixing the
damage Russia has already
wrought. The country’s
power plants urgently need
specialist equipment that
Ukraine can no longer
make at sufficient speed
and scale.

Some 51 DTEK
employees have been
wounded in attacks since
2022, and three have been
killed. Staff say they keep
working despite the dan-
ger because they know
how crucial their work is.

Machine operator Dmy-
tro, who was on shift dur-
ing the recent attack and
took shelter in the base-
ment, said that when he
emerged, “my soul was
bleeding when I saw the
scale of the destruction.”

He thought of the many
people who had poured
heart and soul into build-
ing the mammoth power
plant.

left parts of it a mess of

Biden: ‘Order must prevail’ during campus protests

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Joe Biden on Thursday rejected calls
from student protesters to change his
approach to the war in Gaza while insist-
ing that “order must prevail” as college
campuses across the country face a
wave of violence, outrage and fear.

“Dissent is essential for democ-
racy,” Biden said at the White House.
“But dissent must never lead to disor-
der.”

The Democratic president broke
days of silence on the protests with
his remarks, which followed mount-
ing criticism from Republicans who
have tried to turn scenes of unrest into
a campaign cudgel. By focusing on a
law-and-order message while defend-
ing the right to free speech, Biden is
grasping for a middle ground on an
intensely divisive issue in the middle
of his reelection campaign.

He largely sidestepped protesters’
demands, which have included ending
U.S. support for Israeli military opera-
tions. Asked after his remarks whether
the demonstrations would prompt him
to consider changing course, Biden

responded with a simple “no.

Biden said that he did not want the
National Guard to be deployed to cam-
puses. Some Republicans have called
for sending in troops, an idea with a
fraught history. Four students were
shot and killed at Kent State Univer-
sity by members of the Ohio National
Guard during protests over the Viet-
nam War in 1970.

Tensions on college campuses have
been building for days as demonstra-
tors refuse to remove encampments
and administrators turn to police to
clear them by force, leading to clashes
that have seized widespread attention.

Biden said he rejected efforts to use
the situation to “score political points,”
calling the situation a “moment for
clarity.”

“There’s the right to protest, but not
the right to cause chaos,” Biden said
shortly before leaving the White House
for a trip to North Carolina. “People
have the right to get an education, the
right to get a degree, the right to walk
across campus safely without fear of
being attacked.”

The White House also maintained
its focus on combating antisemitism.
Doug Embhoff, husband of Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, spoke to Jewish
students and Hillel leaders on Thurs-
day to hear about their experience with
threats and hate speech, according to a
White House official.

Biden will make his own visit to a
college campus on May 19 when he’s
scheduled to deliver the commence-
ment address at Morehouse University
in Atlanta.

His last previous public comment
on the demonstrations came more
than a week ago, when he condemned
“antisemitic protests” and “those who
don’t understand what’s going on with
the Palestinians.”

The White House, which has been
peppered with questions by reporters,
had gone only slightly further than the
president. On Wednesday, press secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre said that Biden
was “monitoring the situation closely”
and that some demonstrations had
stepped over a line that separated free
speech from unlawful behavior.
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Weather

Friday, May 3, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:43 p.m. Thursday)
High: 85; Low: 54; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 3.2
feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast

Today: Scattered show-

ers and thunderstorms, then & b
showers and possibly a thun- A M)
derstorm after 8 a.m. High O

near 72. Southwest wind 5 to )
10 mph becoming northwest

in the afternoon. Chance of

precipitation is 90%. New rainfall amounts between a tenth
and quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in

thunderstorms.
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possibly a thunderstorm
before 8 p.m., then a chance
of showers and thunder-
storms between 8 p.m. and 2
a.m., then a chance of show-
ers after 2 a.m. Low around
57. Northeast wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is
80%.

Saturday: A chance of showers, with thunderstorms also
possible after 2 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 75.
East wind around 5 mph. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Saturday Night: A slight chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 59. East wind
around 5 mph becoming south after midnight. Chance of

precipitation is 20%.
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Sunday: A chance of
O
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showers, with thunderstorms
also possible after 2 p.m.
Partly sunny, with a high
near 75. Chance of precipita-
tion is 40%.

Sunday Night: A 30%
chance of showers and thunderstorms, mainly after 2 a.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 56.

Monday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms, then
showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm after 2 p.m.
Partly sunny, with a high near 74. Chance of precipitation
is 60%.

Monday Night: Showers likely and possibly a thunder-
storm before 8 p.m., then a chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 8 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 60.
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Tuesday: A chance of
showers and thunderstorms,
then showers and possibly
a thunderstorm after 2 p.m.
High near 79. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 80%.

Tuesday Night: Showers
and thunderstorms. Low around 63. Chance of precipitation
is 80%.

Wednesday: A 50% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly sunny, with a high near 81.

Wednesday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 61.

Thursday: A chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with a
high near 75.
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Gail Hollister, 71

home on May 1, 2024.

ed her in death.

of Wolcottville, .

Michigan St. in LaGrange.

lawn Cemetery in Warren.

Church in Wolcottville.

Gail Elaine Hollister, 71, of
Wolcottville, Indiana, died at her

Mrs. Hollister was born on
March 6, 1953, in Bluffton, to
Clarence Albert and Mary Lou
(Hankins) Mossburg; they preced-

Mrs. Hollister taught at Wolcott
Mills Elementary School in Wol-
cottville. She taught 5th grade for
most of her career but had also
taught 4th grade, Reading Recov-
ery and Gifted and Talented Class.

Gail was a member of the Open Door Community
Church in Wolcottville, where she was involved in out-
reach and membership, was the social secretary, and
helped with Bible school and Kids Club Youth Group.
She was also an essay reader for the LaGrange County
Community Foundation, enjoyed visiting friends and
family, traveling, reading, doing puzzles, playing Word-
scapes and Sudoku, and watching Hallmark movies.
She liked to watch birds, especially hummingbirds and
cardinals, and loved to be around flowers.

On Aug. 6, 1977, in Bluffton, she married Jeryl Wright
Hollister; Jerry survives in Wolcottville.

Also surviving is a son, Nathan (Stephanie) Hollister
of Lafayette; a sister, Christine Mossburg of Wolcottville;
brothers, Steven (Dona) Mossburg of Wolcottville, Bruce
W. Mossburg of Grand Rapids, and Brian K. Mossburg
of Bluffton; and a close family friend, Marsha Bartrom

Visitation will take place from 3-7 p.m. on Tuesday,
May 7, 2024, at Frurip-May Funeral Home, 309 W.

Funeral services will take place at 10 a.m. on Wednes-
day, May 8, 2024, at the funeral home.

Graveside services will take place at 1 p.m. at Wood-

Memorials may be made to Open Door Community

Condolences may be left for the family at
www.fruripmayfuneralhnome.com.

Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

County:

Wednesday, 5:44 a.m.,
South 300 West and West
1100 South, Keystone. Car
versus deer.

Wednesday, 10:39 a.m.,
7900 East U.S. 224, Adams
County. Officer provided
escort services.

Wednesday, 1:09 p.m.,
West 100 North and North
100 West, Bluffton. Driver
issued two citations for
speeding and ignoring a stop
sign.

Wednesday, 2:12 p.m.,
6800 South S.R. 3, Warren.
Report of a semi truck that
drove through a yard.

Wednesday, 3:05 p.m.,
South 300 West and West
500 South, Bluffton. Traffic
hazard cleared from road.

Wednesday, 5:38 p.m.,
Silo Farms. Officer request-
ed for property retrieval.

Thursday, 7:56 a.m.,
South Hoosier Highway and
East 300 South, Bluffton.
Report of a loose horse in
the area.

Ossian:

Thursday, 12:09 a.m.,
S.R. 1 and East 500 North,
Ossian. Report of an injured
deer, deer put down.

Thursday, 1:21 a.m., 100
block of West Roe Street,
Ossian. Report of someone
attempting to come through
front door.

ARRESTS

Brandon Michael Betz,
31, Geneva; possession of a
hypodermic syringe or nee-
dle, a Level 6 felony. Bond
set at $5,000.

Congressional candidate
hits back at ‘spliced’ ad,
threatens legal action

By LESLIE
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

An attack advertisement
featuring garbled audio clips
of a congressional candidate
could provoke an early test
of a 50-day-old law crack-
ing down on digitally altered
campaign media.

Judge Wendy Davis, one
of eight Republicans run-
ning for Indiana’s Third
Congressional District,
accused conservative politi-
cal action committee (PAC)
Club for Growth Action of
“dub(bing) together words
and unrelated statements ...
to form a sentence that fits
their absurd claims.”

The advertisement asserts
that Davis “institut(ed) woke,
race-based hiring” during
her time as judge. It purports
to quote Davis as saying the
government lacks ethnic and
religious diversity.

“We don’t have enough
inclusion. I believe the Con-
stitution — still a breathing
and living document —
requires,” Davis appears to
say.
She denounced the adver-
tisement as “dishonest” in a
news release Wednesday.

“It’s laughable to call me
a ‘Liberal Judge’ — I forfeit-
ed my position on the bench
to run for office because
I was too conservative to
maintain the neutrality the
job requires,” Davis said.

“I am disappointed that
Club for Growth spliced my
words together to fit their
fake narrative in support of a
failed, career politician ...”
she continued, referring to
primary competitor Marlin
Stutzman.

The news release indicat-
ed the original audio came
from an hourlong panel that
Davis participated in about
religious freedom. The cam-
paign said it had issued a
cease and desist letter.

Club for Growth Action

dismissed Davis’ claims.

“Wendy Davis has
expressed her strong opin-
ion on diversity and that she
believes the Constitution is a
‘breathing and living docu-
ment,” but now she’s trying
to rewrite history to cover-
up her past leftist woke
statements,” group President
David Mclntosh said in a
statement.

The super PAC has spent
more than $100,000 on ads
in recent days against Davis,
according to Federal Elec-
tion Commission records.

An Indiana law approved
just weeks ago could apply
to the spat.

House Enrolled Act 1133
requires disclaimers on polit-
ical campaign communica-
tions featuring “fabricated
media” depicting a candidate
that a “reasonable person”
wouldn’t know is fake.

That includes audio
recordings of speech that
have been altered without
the affected candidate’s con-
sent so that the media “con-
veys a materially inaccurate
depiction of the individual’s
speech, appearance, or con-
duct as recorded in the unal-
tered recording.”

It also includes visual
recordings, artificially gen-
erated imitations of the
affected candidate and more.

Under the law, the dis-
claimer must state: “Ele-
ments of this media have
been digitally altered or arti-
ficially generated.” When in
a video, it must be displayed
“continuously for the dura-
tion” of the advertisement.

If not, the affected candi-
date can bring a civil action
against people that paid for
or sponsored the advertise-
ment.

Although most new laws
take effect in July, lawmak-
ers had this one take effect
immediately; Gov. Eric
Holcomb signed it into law
March 12.
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Contention brews in ongoing state abortion
ban lawsuit over confidential documents

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A three-day bench trial
scheduled for later this
month will put Hoosier
abortion providers and the
state attorney general’s
office back in court as the
battle over Indiana’s near-
total abortion ban contin-
ues. Already in contention,
however, is whether certain
testimony and internal hos-
pital documents entered as
exhibits in the case should
become public.

Attorneys for the abor-
tion providers, along with
those for Eskenazi Health
— which is not a party in
the case — maintain that
dissemination of those con-
fidential materials will cre-
ate a “significant risk of
substantial harm” to the hos-
pital, as well as patients who
received abortion care.

The special judge presid-
ing over the case has so far
ordered temporary exclusion
of some documents from
public view, but it’s not yet
clear if they’ll be presented
at trial, slated for May 29-31
in Monroe County.

The matter stems from
an amended complaint
filed in November by the
American Civil Liberties
Union of Indiana on behalf
of Indiana’s Planned Par-
enthood, Women’s Med
Group, All-Options Preg-
nancy Resource Center and
obstetrician-gynecologist
Dr. Amy Caldwell.

Their original court chal-
lenge — which alleged the
ban would infringe on a
constitutional right to priva-
cy and violate guarantees of
equal privileges and immu-
nities — kept enforcement
on hold for about a year.
The Indiana Supreme Court
upheld the ban in June 2023,
but said Hoosiers could still
sue over specific parts of the
ban or concrete examples of
its consequences.

With the door left open
for additional litigation,
the plaintiffs are now seek-
ing new injunctions against
health and hospital clauses
in the state abortion law
which they argue are overly
Narrow or unnecessary.

Women’s Med Group
has since been dismissed
from the case, though. The
provider indicated earlier
this year it had closed its
only facility in Indiana and
no longer seeks to provide
abortions.

What should be public?

In February, Special
Judge Kelsey Blake Han-
lon laid out parameters for
confidential discovery and
exhibits, including those
containing health-related
details, information pro-
tected by physician-patient
privilege, or other informa-
tion “that may cause harm”
to those involved.

Information designated
as “confidential” can only
be accessed or reviewed by
the judge and court staff,
the named parties and their
counsel, and experts who
sign confidentiality agree-
ments.

The Indiana Attorney
General’s Office, represent-
ing defendants in the law-
suit, filed its list of exhibits
in March, including six to
be kept from public view.
Among those were depo-
sitions of Caldwell, the
Indianapolis OB-GYN, and
Indiana Planned Parenthood
COO Sharon Dudash; an
IU Health/Eskenazi Health
“Complex Family Planning
Care” document; and IU
Health internal documents
relating to abortion-related
policies and practices put in
place after the statewide ban
took effect.

But Eskenazi attorneys
pushed back, saying in
an April 11 filing that the
court should “permanently
exclude” the confidential
documents from public
access. Not doing so will
create a “significant risk of
substantial harm to Eskenazi
Health, its workforce mem-
bers, and others,” according
to the court filing.

Shortly after, ACLU of
Indiana counsel, on behalf
of the plaintiffs, addition-
ally requested several other
exhibits be permanently
excluded, including:

* Documents that contain
“sensitive, non-public infor-
mation about Dr. Caldwell”
and Indiana Planned Par-
enthood’s abortion practice

prior to the near-total ban
going into effect. Other doc-
ument excerpts include con-
fidential information about
specific individuals affiliat-
ed with Planned Parenthood
and AllOptions, as well as
“confidential and propri-
etary business information.”

 Exhibit pieces contain-
ing “sensitive, non-public
information concerning
patients who either received
or sought abortion care —
and who are not parties to
this litigation.”

* Two additional “sensi-
tive internal documents”
that contain “confidential
and proprietary” business
information about Planned
Parenthood’s abortion care
procedures prior to the
state’s new abortion law
going into effect.

“If the confidential ver-
sions of these documents
are not permanently pro-
hibited from public access,
(Indiana’s Planned Parent-
hood) and its providers,
Dr. Caldwell, All-Options,
and the patients discussed
in these documents will be
at significant risk of sub-
stantial harm,” the plain-
tiffs wrote. They noted that
permitting the confidential
versions of the documents
to remain sealed is consis-
tent with the approach that
Indiana courts have taken in
other circumstances involv-
ing a “significant risk of
substantial harm.”

“Given the volatile cli-
mate surrounding abortion
care, the patients discussed
in these documents deserve
to have their privacy rights
respected and protected,”
the plaintiffs continued.
“Moreover, given the very
low number of abortions
performed in Indiana, there
is a risk that the patients
who received the healthcare
discussed in this confiden-
tial testimony could be iden-
tified and risk reputational
damage or much worse.”

Hanlon has so far ordered
the exhibits in question to be
excluded, pending further
review and a hearing. The
two depositions are avail-
able but redacted.

In Caldwell’s deposition,
for example, the doctor said
she’s performed 14 or 15
abortions in Indiana since the
near-total ban took effect. At
least “half, if not more” were
for fetal anomalies, she said,
while one or two other abor-
tions she performed were for
victims of rape.

Another five or six abor-
tions were to protect the
“life or health” of the moth-
er, she said. Most of those
cases came from outside
clinics or health facilities,
though one or two were
referred by maternal-fetal
medicine physicians at IU
Health, Caldwell noted.

Caldwell’s response
when asked to list the diag-
noses of the patients she
performed abortions on for
“life or health” reasons is
redacted.

The doctor said there
have been “probably just as
many”’ patients who sought
an abortion because of
other “potential health con-
sequences of continuing a
pregnancy” — such as clot-
ting disorders, uterine anom-
alies, hypertension, diabetes,
complex obstetric histo-

ries, or history of obstetric
complications — but were
turned away because their
condition did not qualify
under the new law. Those
patients were ultimately
referred out for other sorts of
care, Caldwell said.

Eskenazi attorneys
argued that the attorney
general’s office “should not
have made the confidential
documents ‘court records’ in
the first place” because they
are “wholly unnecessary”
for the state’s defense.

They pointed to the
defendants’ 41-page brief
in which counsel from the
attorney general’s office
group-cites the confiden-
tial documents just once to
“support a single proposi-
tion” about Indiana hospitals
having guidance, procedures
and consultations to assist
doctors with best practices
for abortion care.

That fact, Eskenazi coun-
sel said, was already estab-
lished by the non-confiden-
tial testimony of the hos-
pital’s Chief OB-GYN Dr.
Elizabeth Ferries-Rowe.

“It is uncontestable that
access to abortion care is
a fraught, politicized, and
emotionally charged issue
in Indiana and across the
United States,” Eskenazi
attorneys wrote. “It is also
uncontestable that health-
care providers — both indi-
viduals and entities — have
been subject to threats and
violence because they pro-
vide this care.”

The attorneys empha-
sized that the likelihood for
those threats will increase if
the confidential documents
don’t remain under seal,
putting both doctors and
patients in danger.

The new
underlying complaint
The Supreme Court ruled

that the state constitution
protects a woman'’s right to
an abortion to prevent death,
or to avoid a “serious health
risk.” But the ban itself is
more stringent.

It stipulates a “serious
risk of substantial and irre-
versible physical impair-
ment of a major bodily
function” and specifically
excludes psychological con-
ditions alongside threats of
self-harm and suicide.

The plaintiffs call that
exception “unconstitution-
ally narrow” and maintain

that people with “debilitat-
ing” conditions — or condi-
tions that could become life-
threatening over the course
of pregnancy — could be
“forced to remain pregnant
and to suffer serious and
potentially life-long harms
to their health.”

Additionally, plaintiffs
argue, the law could exclude
patients with conditions
requiring treatment that
would harm a fetus — like
many psychiatric medica-
tions. They allege that the
mental health write-out will
harm pregnant Hoosiers.

The state disagrees.

Indiana Attorney General
Todd Rokita’s office said
in a March 25 oppositional
brief that plaintiffs are only
“lob(bing) accusations”
about how the new abortion
law “supposedly prevents
abortions they deem ‘neces-
sary.””

“By ‘necessary,” how-
ever, they do not mean
‘medically required,”” the
office added. “Plaintiffs
themselves admit that there
are various ways to manage
nearly every health condi-
tion that women experience
during pregnancy, without
pursuing abortion. Instead,
plaintiffs consider abortion
to be ‘necessary’ whenever
a woman prefers abortion to
childbirth. As our Supreme
Court held, nothing in Indi-
ana’s traditions justifies
abortion on demand.”

The plaintiffs asked the
court for three preliminary
injunctions.

Two would halt enforce-
ment of the health risk lan-
guage — for a broad range
of physical health condi-
tions and for mental health
conditions — and one
would pause the hospital
requirement.

They also requested that
the court eventually find
both elements of the ban
unconstitutional.
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Today’'s campus protests aren’t as big or violent as those last century
At least, not yet

By ALLEN G. BREED
and JOCELYN GECKER
Associated Press

In a way, the black-and-
white Palestinian scarf
draped over Hannah Sat-
tler’s shoulders this week
and the tie-dyed T-shirts
of 1968 are woven from a
common thread.

Like so many college
students across the country
protesting the Israel-Hamas
war, Sattler feels the historic
weight of the anti-Vietnam
war demonstrations of the
1960s and 70s.

“They always talked
about the ‘68 protest as sort
of a North Star,” Sattler, 27,
a graduate student of interna-
tional human rights policy at
Columbia University, said of
the campus organizers there.

“Even the choice to take
over Hamilton Hall was
always the plan from the
start of the encampment,”
she says. “Not only because
it just made a lot of sense
logistically, but it also has
that ... strong historical con-
nection with the 60s pro-
tests.”

Still, although it might
be tempting to compare the
nationwide campus protests
to the anti-Vietnam War
movement of a half century
ago, Robert Cohen says that
would be an overreaction.

“I would say that this is
the biggest, in the United
States, in the 21st century,”
said Cohen, a professor of
history and social studies at
New York University. “But
you could say, ~Well, that’s
like being the tallest build-
ing in Wichita, Kansas.”

So far, there have been
no bombings, like the one in
August 1970 at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin that killed
a postdoctoral researcher
and did $6 million worth
of damage. There has been
no repeat of the infamous
Kent State massacre of May
1970, when National Guard

troops opened fire on pro-
testers at the Ohio campus,
killing four.

Police have cleared
encampments and made
more than 2,000 arrests, and
some, like the crackdown
Thursday at UCLA have
involved violent clashes. A
police officer involved in
clearing Columbia’s Hamil-
ton Hall of protesters Tues-
day fired his gun inside the
building. But demonstrations
elsewhere have been peace-
ful and even led to agree-
ments with administrators to
address students’ demands.

Yet, to some, there is a
feeling that the situation is
just one hair-trigger moment
away from tragedy, says
Mark Naison, who took
part in the sometimes vio-
lent protests at Columbia in
1968.

“People are terrified,”
said Naison a professor of
history and African & Afri-
can American Studies at
nearby Fordham University.

In many ways, this does
feel like the America of
what Cohen calls “the long
60s.”

In September 1970,
barely five months after
the Kent State tragedy, the
President’s Commission on
Campus Unrest delivered to
Richard M. Nixon a “Letter
To The American People.”

“This crisis has roots in
divisions of American soci-
ety as deep as any since the
Civil War,” the panel wrote.
“The divisions are reflected
in violent acts and harsh
rhetoric and in the enmity
of those Americans who see
themselves as occupying
opposing camps.”

Watching the gyre of
emotions on campuses from
Connecticut to California,
those words feel as if they
could have been written this
week. Even U.S. Rep. Lau-
ren Boebert made an allu-
sion to that earlier time.

“This is not the sum-
mer of love!” the Colorado
Republican shouted through
a bullhorn during a visit to
chide protesters at George
Washington University on
Wednesday.

But Cohen says emotions
— and sheer numbers —
are nowhere near the levels
they reached at the height of
the Vietnam era.

“Look. NYU was one
of the first campuses to
mobilize,” he says. “Maybe
there’s 200 students —
maybe. There are 30,000
(undergraduate) students at
NYU, right?”

Another difference that
has struck observers is the
quick crackdown by cam-
pus authorities. In 1968, stu-
dents occupied Columbia’s
Hamilton Hall for nearly
a week before authorities
moved in. The bust -when
it finally came - saw more
than 700 arrested.

“It’s funny because
Columbia is very proud of

.. Columbia students’ his-
tory of activism,” said Ilana
Gut, a senior at the univer-
sity’s sister school Barnard
College. “So their attitudes
toward the modern-day
activists, at least in the eyes
of protestors, is very ironic
-- that they’re so proud of
their past protestors, but so
violently repressive of their
modern-day ones.”

Robert Korstad, who pro-
tested in the 1960s and is
now a professor emeritus of
public policy at Duke Uni-
versity in Durham, North
Carolina, does see compari-
sons.

Then, as now, they were
protesting a violent war.
And now, in addition, stu-
dents have felt pervasive
conflict, said Korstad, with
the country’s rash of mass
shootings and the murder of
George Floyd by Minnesota
police.

“I’'m really thinking
about what’s motivating
these young people and

Captain sentenced to 4 years in
fiery deaths of 34 aboard scuba boat

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A federal judge
in Los Angeles on Thursday sentenced a
scuba dive boat captain to four years in
prison and three years supervised release for
criminal negligence after 34 people died in a
fire aboard the vessel.

The Sept. 2, 2019, blaze was the deadli-
est maritime disaster in recent U.S. history,
and prompted changes to maritime regu-
lations, congressional reform and several
ongoing lawsuits.

Captain Jerry Boylan was found guilty
of one count of misconduct or neglect of
ship officer last year. The charge is a pre-
Civil War statute colloquially known as sea-
man’s manslaughter. It was designed to hold
steamboat captains and crew responsible for
maritime disasters.

Family members pleaded with U.S. Dis-
trict Judge George Wu to give Boylan the
maximum 10-year sentence in an impassioned
hearing. Many cried, and Robert Kurtz, father
of the sole deckhand killed, Alexandra Kurtz,
brought a small container with him up to the
lectern to address Boylan and the court.

“This is all I have of my daughter,” he
said.

Yadira Alvarez is the mother of 16-year-
old Berenice Felipe, who volunteered at an
animal shelter and dreamed of becoming a
marine biologist, and was the youngest of
the 34 victims killed on the boat.

“He’s not a victim. He is responsible for
my daughter not being here,” Alvarez said,
while sobbing in court. “Can you imagine
my pain?”’

The Conception was anchored off Santa

Cruz Island, 25 miles south of Santa Bar-
bara, when it caught fire before dawn on the
final day of a three-day excursion, sinking
less than 100 feet from shore.

Thirty-three passengers and a crew mem-
ber died, trapped in a bunkroom below
deck. Among the dead were the deckhand,
who had landed her dream job; an environ-
mental scientist who conducted research in
Antarctica; a globe-trotting couple; a Singa-
porean data scientist; and a family of three
sisters, their father and his wife.

Boylan was the first to abandon ship and
jump overboard. Four crew members who
joined him also survived.

During the hearing, Boylan’s attorney
read a statement aloud to the court in which
he expressed his condolences and said he
has cried every day since the fire.

“I wish I could have brought everyone
home safe,” the statement said. “I am so
sorry.”

In determining a sentence, Wu said he
took into account Boylan’s age, health, the
unlikelihood of recurrence and the need for
deterrence and punishment.

He said while Boylan’s behavior was
reckless, the guidelines for sentencing
would not warrant a 10-year sentence.

“This is not a situation where the defen-
dant intended to do something bad,” Wu
said.

The defense had asked the judge to
sentence Boylan to a five-year probation-
ary sentence, with three years to be served
under house arrest.

Boylan’s appeal is ongoing.

what they’ve grown up with
and thinking about over
their short lifetime,” he says.

Another disturbing dif-
ference between then and
now, says Jack Radey, is the
lack of respect on campuses
for differing views.

Radey was a 17-year-old

May

activist during the original
Free Speech Movement at
the University of California,
Berkeley. He says today’s
students have succeeded in
amplifying the Palestinian
cause, but, in some cases, at
the cost of civility.

“We did not look on

those students who had
not joined the free speech
movement as idiots or trai-
tors, but as people we need-
ed to convince,” said Radey,
president of the movement’s
archives. “You don’t do that
by violence or with super-
heated rhetoric.”
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Biden says he will debate
Trump. When?

Is President Biden going to debate Donald Trump
as the November election nears? “I am. Somewhere. [
don’t know when,” Mr. Biden said Friday in an inter-
view with Howard Stern. “I’m happy to debate him.”

Nice to hear, though we’ll
believe it when we see it. (‘)th er
[ ] [ ]
Opinions

If the 81-year-old
President wants to skip

Excerpts from recent
U.S. editorials

the stage this fall, Mr.
Trump’s refusal to debate
his GOP primary op-
ponents has handed Mr.
Biden an easy excuse.
Now Mr. Trump, who for the record is 77, is demand-
ing to debate early and often, because he wants to sug-
gest that Mr. Biden isn’t up to taking hard questions.

Well, is he? Since Mr. Biden took office, according
to Politico, he has given interviews to only two print
reporters. He speaks only to friendly venues like Mr.
Stern’s radio show. (We’re available for an interview
on foreign or economic policy, sir.) Meanwhile, Axios
reported Friday that Mr. Biden no longer walks solo to
Marine One on the White House lawn. Instead he’s sur-
rounded by a phalanx of aides because advisers worry
that “videos of Biden walking and shuffling alone —es-
pecially across the grass—have highlighted his age.”

Mr. Biden’s forceful performance at the State of the
Union was designed to dispel the idea that his next
move ought to be retirement. Yet 63% of voters still
think his public appearances “give credibility to the
fears about his age and memory,” the Harvard-Harris
poll found in March. Only 37% said Mr. Biden’s ap-
pearances are “‘just fine.”

The White House insists that despite his age Mr.
Biden is as vigorous and capable as ever. When the
New York Post asked why Mr. Biden has taken to
wearing tennis shoes with his suits, this was the com-
ment from deputy press secretary Andrew Bates: “I
know y’all aren’t partial to presidents who exercise,
but don’t worry —you’ll get used to it.” More likely
they’re afraid the President will fall.

Mr. Trump is ready to debate “ANYWHERE,
ANYTIME, ANYPLACE,” he wrote on the internet
Friday. “I suggest Monday Evening, Tuesday Evening,
or Wednesday Evening.” Mr. Biden won'’t take that
bait, but if he truly wants to debate, he should formally
agree to somewhere, sometime, someplace. Otherwise
voters might decide Mr. Trump is right about him.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

Should armed troops
clear peaceful protests?

On Wednesday during a visit to Columbia University,
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) warned that if the
wave of protests against Israel’s U.S.-funded war in Gaza
on college campuses, including UCLA and USC, is not con-
tained quickly, “there is an appropriate time for the National
Guard. We have to bring order to these campuses.”

How troubling that the man who is the third in line to
the presidency seems to think that it’s OK to silence largely
peaceful student protests by sending in armed troops.

It’s a terrible idea, with a deadly history in the U.S. It
was the Ohio National Guard that killed four unarmed
students and wounded nine others at a rally against the
Vietnam War at Kent State University in 1970. Since then,
there have been uncountable examples of armed responses
to nonviolent activities ending with innocent people getting
hurt or killed.

Sens. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.) and Josh Hawley (R-Mo.)
have called on President Biden to deploy the National
Guard to quash pro-Palestinian protests. Republican state
lawmakers in New York want Gov. Kathy Hochul to deploy
the National Guard to Columbia University. And more than
two dozen Republican senators signed a letter urging the
Biden administration to “restore order to campuses” by
using federal law enforcement, prosecution and deportation
against “the outbreak of anti-Semitic, pro-terrorist mobs.”

Never mind that they are unfairly assigning racist
motives to thousands of people protesting the killing of
more than 34,000 Palestinian people, most of them women
and children. It’s clear that these Republican politicians are
less concerned with the wave of antiwar protests than using
them for their own political ends.

Johnson also threatened to use his power as speaker to
punish colleges that don’t eject protesters by withholding
federal education funding. “If these campuses cannot get
control of this problem, they do not deserve taxpayer dol-
lars.”

This kind of tough talk is especially rich coming from
a man who has shown no interest in cracking down on the
most serious threat to our democracy: President Trump’s
lies, and his supporters’ use of violence to try to prevent the
peaceful transfer of power.

To the contrary, Johnson played a key role in helping
Trump try to overturn the election. He has suggested the
Jan. 6 insurrectionists who participated in the attack on
the Capitol were innocent people who “just happened to
be walking through the building *“ and wanted to blur their
faces from video so they could not be charged with crimes.

It seems that his send-in-the-troops mentality applies
only to some Americans.

Part of living in a free society is accepting the right of
others to speak out and protest, even when you don’t agree
with them.

How someone in power responds to 1st Amendment
rights being exercised in criticism of the government says a
lot about what they value. Republicans’ eagerness to deploy
armed troops to quash peaceful protests suggests that they
don’t really believe in free speech after all.

THE LOS ANGELES TIMES
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The ‘Biden bump’ that didn’t last long

“The election is clearly changing now, moving
towards Biden,” the influential Democratic strategist
Simon Rosenberg declared on March 26. “The Biden
bump is real.” For Republicans, Rosenberg is some-
one worth listening to; he was right about the non-
existent “red wave” that many in the GOP expected
back in 2022. When he said the election was moving,
it was worth noting.

Now, though, the situation is a little more compli-
cated. Ever since President Joe Biden’s State of the
Union address on March 7 — the one in which he
appeared to shout much of the time to prove his vigor
— Democrats have been hoping for a Biden surge.

A lot of that was just wish-casting; it simply did not
make sense to many Democrats that former President
Donald Trump could be under four indictments, and
starting trial in one case, and still be leading Biden. It
just seemed too crazy to accept. But it was true.

Then, in late March and early April, Biden did rise
a bit in the polls. According to the RealClearPolitics
average of national polls, Trump has led Biden in
head-to-head matchups since September 2023. (They
were tied for one brief moment in October.) During
his March-April “bump,” Biden’s deficit shrank,
coming within two-tenths of a point of catching
Trump. Democratic hopes rose.

“Biden’s position in the polls is improving against
Trump,” declared the polling analyst Nate Silver
on April 18. “It looks to me like Biden’s numbers
against Trump have improved by a hair, probably to
a degree that isn’t just statistical noise.” Even a slight
improvement was like manna from heaven for Demo-
crats and their allies in the media.

Alas, it didn’t last long. On Sunday came a poll
from CNN that was simply devastating for the presi-
dent’s reelection hopes. Remember, a poll is just a
freeze frame of the race at this moment. It doesn’t
mean things won’t change in the future. But it gives
us an idea of where things stand right now. And the
CNN poll showed Biden’s standing deteriorating
before our eyes.

The headline was that the poll showed Trump with
a 6-point lead over Biden, 49% to 43%, in a head-to-
head national matchup. And, as of now at least, many
voters say they have made up their minds. When
the pollsters asked respondents who did not support
Biden whether there is any chance they might even-
tually vote for Biden, 52% said there is “no chance

whatsoever” they would vote to reelect

the president. When pollsters asked people
who did not support Trump whether there is
any chance they might eventually vote for
Trump, 47% said there is “no chance what-
soever” they will vote for Trump. That sug-
gests a lot of people have very strong feel-

ings which they do not expect to change. \
Another problem for Biden was that the P
poll was taken from April 18 to 23, when

Trump’s trial in Manhattan was under-
way and the subject of wall-to-wall news By ron
reports. So voters knew about it — they York

couldn’t avoid it — and more of them still
preferred Trump to Biden.

Even more damaging for Biden was that, when
asked to assess both the Trump and Biden presiden-
cies, 55% of those surveyed called Trump’s presiden-
cy a success, while 61% called Biden’s presidency
a failure. This is a unique election in which both
candidates have been president of the United States.
That means the voters can make an apples-to-apples
comparison, and it doesn’t look good for Biden.

Two more national polls have come out in the 48
hours since the CNN survey was released. A Harvard-
Harris poll had Trump leading Biden by 4 points,
52% to 48%, while a Morning Consult poll had the
two candidates tied at 43%.

The RealClearPolitics average of polls, which a
couple of weeks ago showed the race nearly tied,
now shows Trump ahead of Biden by 1.4 percentage
points. It’s not much of a lead by any means, but it
has lasted for more than six months. And then there
is Trump’s bigger lead in some of the key states that
could decide the election.

Again, it’s all polls. But note this, from the Real-
ClearPolitics analyst Sean Trende: “Polls are just
snapshots in time. The problem is that the political
science literature is pretty consistent that this is the
time when the electorate’s views about the elec-
tion start to harden, particularly with respect to the
economy.” So public opinion can be volatile, but
after a while, it is not. And remember that where the
economy is concerned, voters believe Biden has done
a terrible job. Put it all together, and while yes, there
is a lot of time left, there are also lots of reasons for
Biden to be worried.

© 2024 BYRON YORK

Demonstrations today not like the 1960s

The current demonstrations
on college campuses against
Israel remind some of the unrest
on college campuses during the
1960s.

But the comparison is not a
good one.

The unrest of the 1960s was
defined by the war in Vietnam
and by the Civil Rights Move-

In contrast to the woke
activism of today, which
is totally political in char-
acter, the Civil Rights
Movement was led by a
charismatic and articulate
Black pastor and had
a religious, moral tone
rooted in the Christian
church.

in the North and Jordan in the East. In
1973, Israel again prevailed against
attacks on these same fronts.

In 1967, per Gallup, 45% of
Americans supported Israel against
4% who supported the Arab states,
with 26% with no opinion. In 1973,
48% of Americans expressed support
for Israel versus 6% expressing sup-
port for the Arab states and 24% with

ment. Both had practical, per-
sonal impact on young Ameri-
cans in their own country.

American soldiers were fight-
ing and dying in Vietnam. There
was real, life-and-death impact on all
Americans, and certainly on young
Americans.

The military draft was still opera-
tive then. Despite various deferments,
including deferment for university
attendance, the draft was still a reality
and was a looming presence

Anyone that ques-
Star tions this should read, or
Parker reread, King’s “I Have
a Dream” speech from
1963.

But King’s moral appeal was to an
America very different than today.

In 1965, per Gallup, 70% of Amer-
icans said religion was personally
“very important” to them. In 2023, by
contrast, only 45% of Americans say
religion is “very important.”

no opinion.

Support for Israel among Ameri-
cans during this period was one-sided
and clear.

But, again, America today is very,
very different.

Our young people in the 1960s
understood what personal responsibil-
ity is about.

On a national level, in the 1960s,
all young Americans faced the real-
ity of military conscription. Today,

regarding national obligation

for all college-age Ameri-
cans. They knew they could
be drafted and had friends
and friends of friends who
were.

The official number of
American soldiers killed in
Vietnam stands at 58,220.

Although there were legit-
imate moral concerns about
American involvement in
this war, the moral concerns
were accompanied by young
Americans having real skin
in this game.

The Civil Rights Move-
ment of the 1960s also had real
personal moral impact on all Ameri-
cans. And youth are always highly
sensitive to the moral failings around
them.

The reality of segregation and Jim
Crow started getting national atten-
tion with the Civil Rights Movement,
the activism of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference and other more vio-
lent groups in the movement.

In 1962, per Gallup, 46% of Amer-
icans said they attended religious ser-
vices over the last seven days.

In 2023, this was down to 32%.

During this period there were two
major wars involving Israel and the
surrounding Arab states.

In 1967, Israel prevailed in the
Six-Day War, which began with pre-
emptive action by Israel against the
Egyptian army mobilized for attack,
and subsequent aggression by Syria

and service, there are virtually
no demands on our youth.

Now President Joe Biden is
even erasing their student loan
obligations.

On a religious, moral level,
religion then held a much stron-
ger hold on the nation. Religion
teaches and inspires a culture
where individuals have a sense
they belong to and have obliga-
tion to something beyond their
own egotistical inclinations.

Nature abhors a vacuum,
and as religion has weakened
and disappeared from our cul-
ture, it has been replaced by politics
and the welfare state.

The end of it all is we now have
a generation of youth insulated from
all sense of national and religious and
moral personal responsibility.

So now they demonstrate in sup-
port of terrorists and against the only
free country in the Middle East that
shares the very values that made our
own country great.
© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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No. 3 Starfires shut out
Raiders in conference play

By RYAN WALKER

BERNE — South Adams is the third-
ranked team in the state according to the
SCAL and that was all out on display Thurs-
day night.

The Starfires (12-1, 3-0 ACAC) are now
winners of nine in a row with their 10-0 win
in five innings over Southern Wells (4-10,
0-3 ACAC). That was capitalized by a six-
run third inning, highlighted by a Mack-
enzie Neuenschwander two-run blast that
launched them to a 9-0 at that point.

South Adams pounced early with a 1-0
lead that grew to a 3-0 lead in the first two
innings, swiping bases and a sacrifice fly.
This was off of the back of starting pitcher
Addie Baker, who lowered her 1.09 ERA
coming into the contest after a five-inning
shutout with 11 strikeouts.

Needless to say, the Starfires have put
together a complete team in hopes to win
their first ACAC title since 2019.

“They’re the best team in the confer-
ence by far,” Southern Wells head coach
Jason Riley said after the game. “I know Jay
County, Woodlan and Heritage are going
to say something a little different, but
they’re by far the best team. They’re solid.
When you look at it, there’s not any weak-
nesses.”

The Raiders fought hard in the first two
innings, making stellar defensive plays. One
by Emma Parks, who reached her glove out
to snag a shot to centerfield and limited the

damage to just one run. Another by Kim
McCune sprinting toward the left field line
to hold runners in place.

In the second inning, the Startfires had
bases loaded with no one out. A ground ball
to shortstop Collena Reeves got the force
out firing to home. Pitcher Kaylea Coffel
got another force out at home after grabbing
a comebacker on the mound. But, if not for a
passed ball and a throwing error that plated
two with two outs, the Raiders would have
managed to get out unharmed. Coffel struck
out Shea Alberson to end the total threat.

“It helps us build our character and it
builds our strength and confidence,”
Riley said. “We talk about confidence
all the time and just making that play. It
makes them feel like ‘Hey, I can do it every
time.””

“We’re working. We’re young,” he
added.

Southern Wells had a shot in the top of
the fifth to have a run come across when
McCune and Bristal Chapman walked and
advanced once more on Reeves’ single, but
Baker, 10th and 11th strikeouts and a ground
ball to third base put the fire out.

All South Adams needed was one run in
the bottom of the fifth, and Avery Brown did
just that on an RBI double to score Reagan
Beitler.

Southern Wells will host Bishop Luers at
5 p.m. Friday, May 3.

ryan@news-banner.com
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South Adams baserunner Bekah Patterson (right) slides in safety past Southern Wells’ third
baseman Gracie Reeves during the third inning at South Adams. The Starfires got the best of

the Raiders 10-0 in the ACAC showdown. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

Sports Roundup

Tigers top Patriots, now one

win away from ACAC title

Bluffton got the job done in ACAC base-
ball Thursday night and is now one win away
from its first conference title since 2009.

The Tigers came away with a 5-4 victory
at home against Jay County, holding off the
Patriots’ three runs in the sixth and seventh
innings combined. A solo shot brought the
Patriots back down by one, but an inning-
ending ground ball to Nick Pastore at sec-
ond base sealed the deal.

Bluffton is now 5-0 in the ACAC and is
10-5 overall, also winning nine of its last 10
games. The win over Jay County stretches
their winning streak to seven games.

Easton Blair led the team with the stick,
driving in two runs with two hits and a dou-
ble. Braxton Betancourt doubles in one of
his two hits. Pastore also had an RBI single.

Betancourt got the win on the mound,
throwing 5.1 innings worth and allowing
three runs on five hits, two walks and 11
strikeouts.

Cameron Williams came in for Betan-
court in the sixth and allowed a hit and two
walks and finished the day recording one
out. A J. Streveler then relieved him and got
crucial outs in the sixth and seventh for the
same, throwing 1.1 innings and allowing
one run and struck out one.

Bluffton’s next game will be at home
against Eastbrook at 5 p.m. Monday, May 6.
But the marque matchup will be on Tuesday
when the Tigers go for the ACAC champi-
onship at home against the reigning cham-
pion Heritage Patriots.

Knights improve to
4-0 in NE8 baseball

Norwell beat East Noble 8-1 in home
NES8 competition Thursday night.

Norwell improved its record to 11-4
on the season and 4-0 in conference play.
Columbia City and Norwell are the two
final unbeaten teams in the NE8, and will
face head-to-head in two weeks on May 14.

Norwell’s 12 hits were led by Drew
Graft, who went 3-4 at the plate. Lane
Lewis and Logan Cotton had two hits and
drove in runs. Collin Burnes had an RBI
double, while Drew Jolley and Korben
Neuenschwander brought home RBI.

Cade Shelton tossed the victory with six
innings, two hits, one unearned run, two walks
and 11 strikeouts. Noah Turk came in for an
inning of relief and allowed no runs or hits.

Norwell will visit South Adams at 5 p.m.
Monday, May 6.

Norwell picks up NE8 girls’
tennis win over East Noble

Norwell picked up a home tennis victory
against East Noble 4-1 Thursday night.

The win brings the Knights’ record to 10-2
after the match.

Individual results:

* Addy Heyerly (N) defeated Sadie Potts
6-3, 6-1 at No. 1 singles.

e Delaney Hoover (N) defeated Maria
Bona 6-0, 6-0 at No. 2 singles.

* Macie Saalfrank (N) defeated Keegan
Ball 6-1, 6-2 at No. 3 singles.

(Continued on Page A3)

Red ull chief ech

Norwell had two signings Thursday morning for college athletes. The first was Macy Felger’s
(above), who is signing to play tennis at Huntington University. Her family in the front row from
left to right is P.J. Felger, Macy Felger and Tonya Felger. Back row is Huntington women’s tennis
head coach Kreg Eckert and Norwell girls’ tennis coach Holly Kimball. Below, Lukas Mashuda
signs with Geneva College to run cross country and track. His family in the front row from left to
right are Andrew Mashuda, Lukas Mashuda and Tara Mashuda. Back row is Norwell boys’ track
coach Adam Prater, sister Madison Mashuda and Norwell boys’ cross country head coach Cody

Hannie. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Felger signs with Huntington,
Mashuda inks with Geneva

By RYAN WALKER

Norwell had two of its student-athletes
sign off for the next four years at colleges
Thursday morning.

The first was Macy Felger, who will be
attending Huntington University for tennis.
Lukas Mashuda followed and signed with
Geneva College for cross country and track.

Both were thrilled to be able to extend
their athletic and academic careers, closing
out their final days before graduation and
wrapping up their spring sports seasons.

“I honestly was so sad about having to
end tennis season because it’s definitely my
favorite sport. So the fact that I get to go on
four more years is exciting.” Felger said.

“Simple. Close to home town. It’s got all
the majors I want and it’s affordable. For a
small Christian school, I mean, you can’t get
much better,” Mashuda said.

The two Knights emphasized their field
of study at their new schools along with
their new homes and team cultures.

Felger will be heading down the road
for the Foresters and will study elementary
education with a minor in special education.
She had her current head coach, Holly Kim-
ball, and her future one, Kreg Eckert, attend
her signing.

Eckert was just announced on April 30 to
be the new women’s tennis coach for Hun-
tington, serving as the men’s assistant coach
recently for the school and also at the head
of the program for nine seasons.

“I like that he’s very straightforward ...
He’s just upfront, and I really appreciate
that,” Felger said.

Mashuda was pumped to boast about his
school, nicknamed the Golden Tornados in
NCAA DIII. The school is near the Pitts-
burgh area and close to the Ohio border in
Beaver Falls. Mashuda’s family roots are
close to Beaver Falls as well.

As a cross-country runner, Mashuda will
be able to enjoy the landscape of the sur-
rounding area and meet new people. He also
plans to study civil engineering.

“To sign today just means I have the
fortune of running in state parks in Penn-
sylvania, which I’'m looking forward to,”
Mashuda said. “I’ve got to get better at hills
— there’s a lot of hills out there. I love my
current team; it’s a great group of seven for
cross country and like 50 for track, but real-
ly just new people, new experience. I have
no idea what kind of friends I'm going to
make, and that’s the fun of that.”

ryan@news-banner.com

Bluffton to host free physical day

In a partnership with Alliance Health Centers, Bluffton’s athletic department will be host-

ing a free sports physical on Saturday, June 8.

Student-athletes must be in grades 6-12 by the 2024-25 school year to participate. The

doors will be open at 8:45 a.m.

The student must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Final forms must be com-
pleted for the 2024-25 school year. Computers will be available on June 8.
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Loud & Clear!
MILTON KEYNES, England (AP) — Adrian Newey -Sound Systems for boats
the designer who was a pivotal figure in Red Bull’s domi- Powerful Sound For
nance of Formula One, will step down early next year, the 255'“02(:' fl-!gysent‘lg\ss

team said Wednesday.

The 65-year-old Newey will end his near two-decade
career with Red Bull in the “first quarter of 2025.”

“For almost two decades it has been my great honor to
have played a key role in Red Bull Racing’s progress from
upstart newcomer to multiple title-winning team,” he said.
“However, I feel now is an opportune moment to hand
that baton over to others and to seek new challenges for
myself.”

Newey joined Red Bull in 2006 and helped the team win
seven drivers’ titles — including the last three seasons for
defending champion Max Verstappen — and six construc-
tors’ titles.

Red Bull said its chief technical officer would be step-
ping back from F1 design and focus on its first hypercar,
the RB17.

“All of our greatest moments from the past 20 years
have come with Adrian’s hand on the technical tiller,” Red
Bull team principal Christian Horner said. “For me, when
Adrian joined Red Bull, he was already a superstar design-
er. Two decades and 13 championships later he leaves as
a true legend. He is also my friend and someone I will be
eternally grateful to for everything he brought to our part-
nership.”

News of Newey’s departure could spark a bidding war
for his services. As Newey is free to join another team
when he leaves Red Bull, it paves the way for him to have
an impact on the 2026 car for whichever team he joins. The
next major change in regulations is due in 2026 and having
Newey on board would give his next employers a signifi-
cant advantage.

Newey’s departure comes in the wake of Horner being
accused of “inappropriate behavior” by a female employ-
ee. Horner was exonerated by Red Bull’s parent company
GmbH and has always denied the claims.
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SPORTS

(Continued from Page A2)
at No. 1 doubles.

e Jordyn Xayyachack and Ciera Hiester
(N) defeated Cayden Hulbert and Makenna
Storhm 6-2, 6-0 at No. 2 doubles

Norwell won the junior varsity match 7-3.

Results for JV:

* Aubrey Meyer (N) defeated Ava Lash
8-1.

* Gabbi Hoeppner (N) defeated Kendyll
Swary 8-0.

* Nara Laur (EN) defeated Lucy Gerbers
8-6.

¢ Ava Lash (EN) defeated Charli Swindell
6-2.

e Melissa Hoag (N) defeated Kendyll
Swary 7-6(4).

¢ Nara Laur (EN) defeated Campbell Sloan
6-4.

* Hope Mitchell and Emmaline Johnson
(N) defeated Madison Grawock and Kayona
Linthicum 8-2.

e Sam Evans and Aubryn Keller (N)
defeated Levi Moore and Sophia Kline 8-4.

e Carley Wolf and Isabella Hubble (N)
defeated Madison Grawock and Kayona Lin-
thicum 7-6(5).

* Hazel Lewis and Molly Threewits (N)
defeated Levi Moore and Sophia Kline 6-3.

Norwell will play in the Tony Wright
Memorial Tournament at Angola at 9 a.m.
Saturday, May 4.

Raiders defeat Warriors in
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Sports Roundup

boys’ golf at Dogwood Glen

Southern Wells defeated Wes-Del at
Dogwood Glen Thursday night.

The Raiders scored a 193 to the Warriors’
216.

Leading scorer for the night and medalist
was Gabe McFElhaney, who shot a 43. Fol-
lowing him was Dirk Frauhiger at (49), Tris-
ten Worster (50), Chandler Oswalt(51) and
Cash Banter (52).

Southern Wells will be at the Bi-County
meet at 9 a.m. Saturday, May 4.

Tigers fall in boys’
golf to Patriots, Braves

Bluffton was beaten by Bellmont and
the host Jay County in boys’ golf Thursday
night.

Jay County was the top team at 164,
shooting at Portland Country Club, while
Bellmont was second at 168 and Bluffton
third at 189.

The Tigers were led by Declan Grieser
and Connor Klopfenstein with 45s, followed
by Kade Abbett (49), Max White (50) and
Anthony Hartman (52).

Bluffton will be at Wabash Valley Golf
Course for the Bi-County golf meet at 9 a.m.
Saturday, May 4.

Tigers swept by the
Squires in girls tennis

Manchester visited Bluffton and came
home with a 5-0 win in girls’ tennis Thursday
night.

The loss puts Bluffton at 5-8 on the season.

Individual results:

o Sarah Kerlin defeated Hazel Pfister 6-0,
6-1 at No. 1 singles.

e Myla Crozier defeated Eve Corkwell at
No. 2 singles.

e Bethany Penrod defeated Alexis Grover
6-0, 6-0 at No.3 singles.

e Carleigh Blevins and Addison Brubaker
defeated Emma Schwartz and Kinzie Fiechter
6-0, 6-0 at No. 1 doubles.

* Ava Baker and MArley Bellinger defeat-
ed Emily Drayer and Sophie Eisenhut 2-6,
6-4,6-3 at No. 2 doubles.

Bluffton also fell in the junior varsity
match 9-2.

Results for JV:

¢ Aleeah Grover and Madison Duncan (B)
defeated Isabelle Anguilm and Kelzei Fox
6-1.

¢ Briell Coratti and Kenley Falk (B) defeat-
ed Tallulah Gawthorp and Adriana Escudero
6-3.

¢ Chase Blevins (M) defeated Isla Gibson
6-0.

* Haley Betten (M) defeated Anna Zurcher
6-0.

e Ruby Martin (M) defeated Olga Jardan
6-0.

* Sophie Anglin (M) defeated Isla Gibsson
6-1.

¢ Ella Bradley and Katie Jenkins (M) defeat-
ed Gissel Martinez and Zara Eisenhut 6-0.

* Maggie Onderki-White and Lexie Nich-
ols (M) defeated Aleeah Grover and Madison
Duncan 6-2.

* Audrey Sanson and Citali Quiroz-Alva-
rez (M) defeated Mary Beth Zurcher and
Zoey Schmidt 6-0.

e Carrie Hoffmeyer and MaKayla Mar-
cym (M) defeated Madison Murray and Anna
Zurcher 7-5.

e Aisali Tynymbay and Victoria Lopez
Uralde (M) defeated Zainab Ameen and Cha-
ros Anorboeva 7-5.

Bluffton will be at Bellmont at 4:30 p.m.
Monday, May 6.

Tigers fall to Patriots

in ACAC softball game

Bluffton lost at home to ACAC foe Jay
County 16-5 in softball Thursday night.

The Tigers fall to 6-8 overall and 0-4 in the
ACAC with the loss.

Bluffton complied six hits, two of
which were solo home runs by Averi Petty
and Madyson Sonnigson, who had two
total hits in the game. Konley Ault drove
in two with her double. Kayla Kiefer had
an RBI single.

Tyrah Shaw picked up the loss in four
innings.

Bluffton will be at Northfield at 10 a.m.
Saturday, May 4.

Classitieds

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Wanted to Buy

WANTED : ANTIQUES & OLD
TOYS Cash Paid for old toys!
Gi Joe, Transformers, Tin toys,
Robots, Pressed Steel Cars/
trucks, Action Figures, An-
tiques of all kinds, etc. Search-
ing for attics, basements,
barns, etc to go through. Call
or Text! 260-223-8083

Sporting Goods

2 CATRIKES, 1 large frame, 1
small frame. Selling for health
reasons. 260-442-6804.

5/3

Sporting Goods

GUN AND KNIFE Show,
Bluffton, Indiana, at the Wells
County Fairgrounds May 4th-
5th, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-3. Admis-
sion $6. All State and Federal
Laws apply. For more informa-
tion: 765-993-8942. (A)

2017 WILSON HOPPER, 40
foot, 102 inches wide, 72-
inch sides, $35,000. 2019
Timpte hopper, 40 foot, 102
inches wide, 72-inch sides,
elec., roll tarp, $40,000. Both
have disc brakes and super
single tires, great shape. Call
or text 260-820-0121, leave
message if no answer.

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

A% PLUS

CUSTOM APPLICATOR Re-
sponsible for the proper appli-
cation and placement of
chemicals and fertilizers. Also
responsible for general vehicle
maintenance and equipment.
Must have a valid driver's li-
cense and the ability to obtain
an Ag CDL with required en-
dorsements.  agplusinc.com/
employment

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for Paid-
On-Call Firefighters and Part
Time Firefighters. Both posi-
tions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-4:30p or online at
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due June 14th.

HVAC INSTALLER -
Don Myers Plumbing & Heat-
ing, Inc. seeks HVAC Installer
in Berne, IN to build & fabri-
cate duct work. Domestic trav-
el required to various job sites.
If interested send resume to:
Heidi@donmyersphc.com,
Subject: Ref# HI1

SERVICES

WINDOW CLEANING
SERVICES
Residential/ranch/lake homes/
villas/condos. Entire home in-
side & out. Lowest rates in the
st1ate. 765-603-9981. Psalms

517

Lottery Numbers

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 —09-10-20-36-44

Cash4Life — 04-25-30-43-57, Cash Ball: 02

Quick Draw Midday — 05-06-10-13-14-19-24-35-46-
49-54-58-62-65-66-69-72-76-77-80, BE: 65

Daily Three-Midday — 01-00-00, SB:04

Daily Three-Evening — 01-00-06, SB: 06

Daily Four-Midday — 08-03-04-03, SB: 04

Daily Four-Evening — 09-03-07-09, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening — 01-02-04-06-13-19-20-28-37-
43-45-46-48-59-66-68-71-74-75-79, BE: 04

Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday):

$11.5 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $284 million
POWERBALL
Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $203 million

Services Services | Services

TROPHY CONSTRUCTION.
ALL types of construction:
Pole barns, roofing, remodel-
ing, concrete, seamless gut-
ters, etc. Free estimates. (260)
223-4835.

HOME MAINTENANCE AND
repairs. Free quotes. Locally

owned and operated.
hirebrennan.com,
260-353-9339.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

This Week's

Garage
Sales

Iip & Save

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SAT-
URDAY, May 2, 3, 4, 10 a.m.
till 7 p.m., 310 East Market
Street. Area rugs (6'x10'),
CDs, movies, novels, home
decor, and more.

316 S. WAYNE St., Thursday,
Friday, Saturday, 7a-6p. For
the ladies: Size 12-XL clothes,
kitchen gadgets, glassware,
food dehydrator. For the men:
Sporting & hunting equipment,
hardware store stuff, lawn care
equipment, tools, much more.

525 S WAYNE ST UNIT/CON-
DO 4 GARAGE IN THE BACK
LARGE GARAGE SALE Chil-
dren thru adult clothing, swing
set, bikes, wagon, purses,
backpacks, bedding, shoes,
TV's, home decor, and a lot
more! May. 03 8:00 AM-4:00
PM, May. 04 8:00 AM-4:00 PM
Rain or Shine

2150 S ST RD 1 ANNUAL
MULTI FAMILY SALE Girls 6-
juniors  xI, women's s-3x,
men's m-4x, toys, house-
wares, crafting items, televi-
sion, mattress and multiple
box springs, house- hold deco-
rations, renewal doll furniture,
Christmas, pet items, bike, and
books, much much more. May.
04 8:00 AM-5:00 PM, May. 02
8:00 AM-5:00 PM, May. 03
8:00 AM-5:00 PM, May. 04
7:00 AM- Rain or Shine

MOVING SALE FRIDAY, May
3, noon to 6 p.m., 1010 W.
Wabash St. Furniture, air con-

ditioners, girl's bike, etc.
260-849-1844.
BLUFFTON CITY WIDE

garage sales - May 2, 3 and 4,
8am-4pm. Ads are online at
www.blufftonindiana.net or
pick up copy at City Hall, 128
East Market Street. Bargains
and treasures all over the city.
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G Ul
Front Desk Attendant

Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion

N

G Wl
Contracted Instructor

Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion

The Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion is seeking a Contracted Instructor to teach

N

PRECISION LAND MAN-
AGEMENT
Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition

Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

LANDSCAPE SERVICES
Landscape clean up installa-
tion maintenance mulch plants
and rocks lawn and property
clean up debris removal etc.
Experienced honest service.
Can provide references upon
request. Call Dan for a free es-
timate. 231-373-8028
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MAY 4 - 9 a.m. - Multiple
consigners. 6632 N. 500 W.,
Decatur. Personal property:
Vehicles, jewelry (gold, silver,
costume), toys, collectables,
furniture, household, antiques,
tools, appliances. Preview May
3, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wiegmann
Auctioneers, 260-447-4311,
wiegmannauctioneers.com.
BIDDING ENDS MAY 5 -
(Online Only Auction) - Vari-
ous consignors, sellers.
Over 4,000+ older and newer
comic books, sports trading
cards, vintage toys including
Cabbage Patch dolls, vintage
toys, 45 records, much more.
Rod Fetters, sale manager,
The Steffen Group, Inc., www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING NOW OPEN &
STARTS CLOSING MAY 5 - 6
p-m. - James Koons, owner.
Online only personal property
auction! 100+ lots that include
general household items, glass-
ware, furniture, Samsung wash-
er, Basset bedroom suite, solid
oak table, garden items, Stihl
chainsaw, Yard Machine snow
blower & much more! Pick up
May 6, 2-6 p.m., 808 N. Jeffer-
son St., Ossian. Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, kjauction.com.

MAY 9 & 10 - 9 a.m. - Secured
creditors & various consign-
ors, owners. Two day truck
& equipment auction. Day 1
online bidding only: 100+ vari-
ous skid loader attachments,
tool boxes, workbenches,
iron gates, chains & binders,
1 trip 40’ high side shipping
container w/side doors, dome
shelter containers, various
truck take off parts, plumbing,
electrical and mechanical sur-
plus including urinals, toilets,
electrical components, more!
Day 2 onsite and online bid-
ding offering 700+ lots! 100+/-
municipal units! Cars, SUV, 1/2
ton & 3/4 ton pickups, cargo &
passenger vans, large group
of Chevy Impalas, Tahoes
& Dodge Chargers, Harley-
Davidson motorcycles, dump
trucks, 2012-2014 Frieghtliner
M2106 box trucks, day cabs,
sleepers, utility trucks, bucket
trucks, utility & semi trailers,
SUV’s, pickups, 100+ various
skid steer attachments, more!
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.

MAY 12-MAY 19 - (Online
Only Auction) - Phyllis Mont-
gomery, Seller. Major auc-
tion of fine antiques and col-
lectables. “An Auction of the
Year.” Extensive cast iron
skillet collection, early candy
scales, primitives, salesman

Read & recycle
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PartTlme.varledweekdayhours and occasional weekend hours high-intensity land classes (focus on cardiorespiratory endurance and strength, including %17 9121€19/6|8/2|1
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Muselman Wellness Pavilion. Accepting applications through May 21st. :9 v|8|L|C|€]L|S|6

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or send Resume to: Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or send Resume to: 5211168 918\¥ ¢
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Or email: brianae@swissvillage.org ,f \\ Or email: brianae@swissvillage.org ,f Lielslzlelzlv als

samples, early rare gum dis-
penser, De Laval signs, beer
signs, firearms, butter churns,
large Westmorland glass col-
lection, much more. Preview:
May 9 and 16 from 3 p.m. to 6
p.m., 1556 Shadow Run Trail,
Bluffton. Steffen Group, www.
steffengrp.com, 824-3006, Pat
Carter, sale manager.

MAY 19 - 4 p.m. - Multiple
consignors, owners. Online
only consignment auction.
1,000+ lots! Furniture, oak
kitchen table, large assortment
of household items, tools, 100+
lots of collectible glass includ-
ing Fostoria, Fenton, Candle-
wick, Pyrex and much more!
Preview May 16, 3-5 p.m., 812
EIm Street, Decatur. Pick up
May 20, 1-6 p.m. & May 21, 9
a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.

MAY 21 - 6 p.m. - Patricia
Mossburg & Joyce Shady,
owners. Wells County 4-H
Park, 1240 4-H Rd., Bluffton.
Property location: 100S &
200W, Bluffton. 90+/-A, Zoned
Agricultural, Liberty Township,
Wells County. To be sold in
individual tracts or any combi-
nation. Tract 1: 54+/-A tillable,
frontage on both CR 100S &
CR 200W. Tract 2: 12+/-A,
8+/-A tillable, 4+/-A woods,
frontage on 100S & 200W.
Tract 3: 24+/-A, mostly woods,
6+/-A tillable, frontage on CR
200W. Krueckeberg Auction
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
kjauction.com.

Public Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING FOR THE WELLS
COUNTY REGIONAL
SEWER DISTRICT

The Wells County Regional
Sewer District will hold a pub-
lic hearing at 6:00 p.m. on Mon-
day, May 13th, 2024 at the Wells
County Public Library located at
200 W. Washington Street Bluffton,
IN 46714 to present and receive
public comments on the District’'s
2024 Sanitary Sewer Improve-
ments — Preliminary Engineering
Report. The report summarizes
the plan for extension of municipal
sanitary sewers for the elimination
of existing failing septic systems
within the unincorporated Town of
Tocsin, N 600E 2,000 feet south of
US Route 224, N 600E 2,600 feet
north of US Route 224, and US
Route 224 from N 600E to N 250E
that demonstrates the District’s
efforts to comply with the require-
ments of the Indiana Department
of Environmental Management’s
State Revolving Loan Fund. A
summary of this report will be
presented at this hearing. The
completed Preliminary Engineer-
ing Report is available for public
inspection and review at the follow-
ing locations: 1) the Wells County
Public Library, 200 W. Washington
Street Bluffton, IN 46714, 2) the
Wells County Regional Sewer Dis-
trict Website (https://wellsrsd.com),
or 3) by contacting LA Brown at
260-353-1616. Written comments
can also be submitted to the Wells
County Regional Sewer District at
223 W. Washington Street, Suite
208, Bluffton, Indiana 46714. If
you would like general information
on the proposed sewer project,
you are invited to attend the public
hearing.

Bruce Stinson

President, Board of Trustees

Wells County Regional Sewer
District

May 1st, 2024

nb 5/3
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Dear Annie: My mother, who is now
62, has always been a dominant person-
ality, keen on having things go her way.
I’m 34, an independent graphic design-
er, and I pride myself on being self-
sufficient and creative. But every time I
share aspects of my life with her — be
it career choices, romantic partners or
even smaller decisions like adopting a
pet — she critiques them, often unso-
licitedly, making me second-guess my
decisions. Her disapproval, which is
always veiled as concern, is making me
not want to be around her.

I’'m starting to avoid sharing any per-
sonal news with her at all to dodge the
inevitable criticism. I understand she
might be doing this out of love, but it
feels more controlling than caring. How
can I communicate my need for support
without her judgment? — Struggling for
Independence

Dear Struggling for Independence:
It’s clear you value both your indepen-
dence and your relationship with your
mother. Expressing your need for sup-
port rather than criticism is not only
reasonable but necessary for a healthy
adult relationship.

It might be time for a gentle but firm
conversation. Let her know that while
you appreciate her desire to help, what
you need most from her is trust in your
Judgment. Setting boundaries is impor-
tant; you might decide to limit what per-
sonal details you share if her responses
continue to be unsupportive. This isn’t
to create distance but to protect the rela-
tionship you cherish with her. Remem-
ber, building a relationship based on
mutual respect and understanding is a
two-way street, and it’s OK to take the
space you need to foster that.

Dear Annie: My friends and I are a
group of four women who have known
each other since elementary school. We
reconnected at a high school reunion
and became very close. We are all
retired and travel, have lunch dates, and

Daughter seeks support, not
judgment, from mother

spend the nights
together several

Dear

times a year. There anie

by Annie Lane

is one friend in the
group who will
not stop talking.

She monopolizes

every conversa-

tion and often

tells the same

story over and

over again. Most

of her stories are

about her daugh-

ter and grandchildren. She does this in
person and during telephone calls. When
someone else is talking, you can glance
at her and tell she is ready to jump into
the conversation and say how the same
thing happened to her or her daughter.
It’s exhausting.

Other than that, she is a wonderful
person. She would give you the shirt
off her back and do anything for any-
body. She is funny, kind and loving,
and because of this, we have silently
endured. We are planning a cruise next
year and no one wants to room with her.
We all hate confrontation and know she
will be extremely hurt if we say some-
thing. Please help. What do we do? —
Exhausted

Dear Exhausted: It sounds like your
friend doesn'’t realize how her behav-
ior is impacting the group. Have a pri-
vate conversation with her, expressing

your appreciation for her kindness and CRANKSHAFT

humor, but also share how the group

feels overwhelmed by her dominance I'M SORRY WE DIDN'T SELL IF 1 COULD MAKE A IF 4OL PUTACATON THE
in conversations. A friendship that’s | | THAT MANS BOOKS TODAK. SUGGESTION... COVER...{OU'LL MOVE
endured as long as this one has can han- | s : o ABOUT SOO0 MORE LNITS!

dle tough topics. Just remind her that
you’'re all coming from a good place,
and that, by confronting this together
head-on, your friendship will hopefully
only strengthen and grow.

Send your questions for Annie Lane
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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Being labeled a black

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham {

Question: I was the
black sheep of my family
for many years and caused
a lot of turmoil. I am feel-
ing the urge to go to all
those who are still living
and apologize, but the
memories are so painful 1
don’t think they’ll accept
me. They think that my
turning to God is simply
to get my father’s inheri-

way. Being labeled a
black sheep is a heavy bur-
den to carry through life.

The Bible, however,
says that God loves black
sheep. Jacob, for instance,
cheated his brother Esau
out of his rightful inheri-
tance and his father’s
blessing. Manasseh
rebelled against his godly
father King Hezekiah,
doing everything in his

sheep is a heavy
burden to carry

one of us home — even the
black sheep. It may startle
some to realize that all
of us who call Earth our
home are black sheep in
God’s eyes, for we all have
sinned and rebelled against
God, but He has not reject-
ed us — He died to save us.

Many times, it takes
just one member of a fam-
ily to initiate the action to
bring a family back togeth-

©2024 Bil Keane, Inc.

www.familycircus

Dist. by King Features Synd.
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“Hi, Daddy! We’re havin’ FUN DUE!”

By Bil Keane
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FOX 559 WFFT To Be Announced Programming to be announced. SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling News at  |Locker Young Young Neighbor |Neighbor Solution time: 25 mins.
WFFT 6|655|5 News (N) Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr... |10 (N) Room (N) ([Sheldon [Sheldon TV ROy
CABLE CH 24 Senate i 42 Big cele-

Castle Castle Castle % My Wife's Hidden Lover (2023, Thriller) Donny |(.05) ¥ Movie % My Wife's Hidden _ :

LIFE 23|113/108/252 Boaz, Marc Herrmann, Abigail Hawk. Lover Abigail Hawk. broad 0 brations
FX 24 (132(136|148|Family Guy|Family Guy [Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy |Family Guy|Family Guy |Family Guy |Family Guy|Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy caster E 45TV
Andy Andy Andy Andy Everybody |Everybody |Everybody |Everybody [Everybody |Everybody |Everybody |Everybody [The King |[The King |The King |The King “
TVLAND 5 106[304) Giifith  |Griffith | Griffith Griffith y | |Raymond |Ray d y | |Raymond |Ray d y 1 [Raymond |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens 25"The remote
’ 26 |142|114l236 (3:00) ¥ Fantastic Beasts:| ¥ Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of Dumbledore (2022, Fantasy) Jude |%%% Jumanji (1995, Children) Bonnie Hunt, ®-% Jumanji (1995, Children) Bonnie Hunt, BOU rne bUttOﬂ
E Crimes of Grindelwald |Law, Mads Mikkelsen, Eddie Red Kirsten Dunst, Robin Williams. (P) Kirsten Dunst, Robin Williams. |dentity” 46 “Oops!”
3 Twoand a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a |Two and a {Two and a %% Shooter (2007, Action) Michael Pefia, Danny Glover, Mark Wahlberg. |¥%%% John Wick (2014, Action) Michael Nyqvist, . .
PARMT 0 2411281 aif Men  |Half Men  [Half Men [Half Men |Half Men |Half Men Alfie Allen, Keanu Reeves. dlreCtOf 48 BrltlSh
ESPN 31/ 50 140|206 Around (N) [Pardon (L) [SportsCenter (L) (N) ToBeA ed NBA First Round: Teams TBA Professional basketball NBA Basketball First Round: Teams TBA Professional basketball |_|man ref. Work
(N) action from the NBA. (L) (N) action from the NBA. (L) (N) P k 50 T
ESPN2 32| 54 [143/|209| (425 F1Rac.. [UFC Live  [ESPN BET Live (L) (N)  [NBA Basketball First Round: Teams TBA (L) (N) \NBA Basketball First Round: Teams TBA (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 27 — rar y ram
(4:30) Live  [Epic Trails |World Poker WPT The Card  [Cardinals! |MLB Baseball Chicago White Sox at St. Louis Cardinals From Busch Stadium |Cardinals |Cardinals |World Poker WPT CO|OI’adO |Oad
FSMW 3 41867101 the Line Choctaw - Part 1 Life Tampa |Pre (L) (N) |in St. Louis. (L) (N) Post (L) (N) |Insider Choctaw - Part 2 29 H ue and 51 “FOI’
4 133]105/ 242/ Horse Racing Chicago Fire "Seeing Is [Chicago Fire "Best Chicago Fire "Hold Our |Chicago Fire "Escape  |Chicago Fire "One Chicago Fire "A White- |Chicago Fire "No »
UsA 34133105 Kentucky Oaks (L) (N) Believing" Friend Magic" Ground" Route” Crazy Shift" Knuckle Panic" Survivors" Cl’y ) Shame!
35| 72 [182|278. Gold Rush "Welcome to |Gold Rush WW Gold Rush WW "Fistful |Gold Rush "Dustin's Gold "Montana Hard Mysteries (N) Gold Rush-Res. "True  |Gold Rush WW YESterday s answer 5-3
bisc My Nightmare” "$70,000 Nugget" of Nuggets" White Whale" (N) Rock Heaven" (N) Gold" “Dustin’s White Whale"
TLC 36 | 73 |183(280/ MILF Manor 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day "More to Love: Humpty Dumped Me" (N) [90 Day (N) [Seeking Sister Wife 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé 10 |11
38| 77 1120|269 UnXplained "The Hunt |The UnXplained UnXplained "Amazing |The UnXplained The UnXplained "Are |(.05) The UnXplained  |(05) The UnXplained  |(.05) The UnXplained
HIST for Hidden Treasures" "Bizarre Rituals" Animal Abilities" “"Monsters Among Us" ~ [We Alone?" (P) (N) "Are We Alone?"
A&E 39 (134/118(265|The First 48 First 48 "Ringside Seat" |The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48
0 1171851312 % October Kiss (2015, Romance) Sam Jaeger, % 'Tis the Season to Be Merry (21, Rom) Travis [% A Very Merry Brid id (2021, Romance) Golden Golden Golden Golden
HALL Laura Mitchell, Ashley Williams. Van Winkle, John B. Lowe, Rachael Leigh Cook. Casey Deidrick, Frances Leigh, Emily Osment. Girls Girls Girls Girls
(3:40) ¥k % Moonfall ('22) Patrick (:25) ¥%* Cowboys & Aliens (2011, Sci-Fi) Harrison Ford, Olivia %% Armageddon (1998, Sci-Fi) Billy Bob Thornton, Liv Tyler, Bruce Willis. |(.05) Chucky "Final
SYFY 411135122(248)yyjicon john Bradley, Halle Berry. Wilde, Daniel Craig. Destination"
TBS 43 [130[139]247|Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [NHL Hockey First Round: Teams TBA (L) (N) [#k Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker ("19) Carrie Fisher.
(4:45) ¥ %% Split (2016, Thriller) Anya Taylor-Joy, NHL on NHL Hockey Second Round: Teams TBA The latest hockey action [NHL Hockey Second Round: Teams TBA The latest hockey action from across
NT 44 |131)138/245 Betty Buckley, James McAvoy. TNT (L) (N) |from across the NHL. (L) (N) the NHL. (L) (N)
(3:00) % %% Lethal Weapon 2 (1989, Action) Danny Glover, Joe ®%% Uncle Buck (1989, Comedy) Amy Madigan, |(:15) ¥%% The Great Outdoors (1988, Comedy) [(:15) ¥*% Uncle Buck
AMC 4 1311254 ethal We... | Pesci, Mel Gibson. Jean Louisa Kelly, John Candy. John Candy, Stephanie Faracy, Dan Aykroyd. ('89) John Candy.
com 47 107|249|Seinfeld  [Seinfeld |The Office \The Office |The Office |The Office |The Office \The Office |The Office |The Office |[The Office |The Office \?-** We're the Millers (13) Jennifer Aniston.
(@:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L) [MLB Top |[College Softball Oklahoma State at Oklahoma PokerStars PCA 2023  |PokerStars PCA 2023  [AFL Premiership Sydney Swans vs.
Fst 48641501219 (N) 10 Action from women's college softball. (L) (N) Main Event - Part 8 Main Event - Part 9 Greater Western Sydney Giants (L) (N)
WGN 53 307|Vargas Report (L) (N)  |The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) [Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
WE 57 128(260|9-1-1 "Rage” 9-1-1 "Monsters" 9-1-1 "Athena Begins" [Love After Lockup Love After Lockup (N) |The Barnes Bunch (N) |Love After Lockup The Barnes Bunch
FOOD 59 (153(110(231|Diners |Diners Diners \Diners Diners |Diners Diners \Diners Best Bite in Town (N) [Diners Diners Diners \Diners Best Bite "Clarksville"
BRAVO 60 [140(129[237|Housewives of NJ { of NJ H ives of NJ ¥ 27 Dresses ('08) James Marsden, Katherine Heigl. ¥ % 27 Dresses ('08) James Marsden, Katherine Heigl.
NICK 68 170[299] %% * The Addams Family ("19) Oscar Isaac. %% Trolls World Tour ("20) Anna Kendrick. |Sheldon \Sheldon \Friends Friends \Friends \Friends Friends Friends
DISN 69 | 30 [172290(Bluey [Bluey [Bluey Big City  |Big City  [Big City  [¥%x Big Hero 6 (2014, Animated) Voices of Scott Adsit, T.J. Miller, Ryan Potter. Ladybug [Ladybug
(4:30) ¥k %% Rio ("11) Voices of Jesse |¥** Rio 2 (2014, Animated) Voices of Jesse %% Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian The 700 Club The The
FREEFORM |70 | 32 /180|311 Eisenberg, Anne Hathaway. Eisenberg, Jemaine Clement, Anne Hathaway. (2009, Children) Robin Williams, Amy Adams, Ben Stiller. Simpsons |Simpsons
301 300(501/ %9 The Sympathizer |(:10) The Jinx "Chapter 8: [#% %% Wonka (2023, Comedy) Calah Lane, Hugh [We're Here (N) Real Time With Bill Jerrod Car |We're Here (:35) Real,
Heo “Love It or Leave It" Friendships Die Hard" Grant, Timothée Chalamet. Mabher (L) (N) ) Bill Maher
(4:35) % Line of Duty (:15) ¥4 Don't Let Go (2019, Thriller) Mykelti %% Walking Tall ('04) Dwayne (:25) ¥ American Heist ('14) (:05) ¥4 % The Last Stand ('13) (:50) ¥
MAX 325 [310515\113) Jeremy Ray Valdez. |Williamson, Brian Tyree Henry, David Oyelowo. "The Rock" Johnson. (P) Adrien Brody, Hayden Christensen. Armold Schwarzenegger. (P) Posse: Re...
351/851(318 ®%k* Rocketman (2019, Musical) Jamie Bell, % Baywatch (2017, Comedy) Zac Efron, Priyanka |Anything for Fame (N) ¥x%* Boogie Nights (1997, Drama) Burt Reynolds, Julianne
SHOW 51/851/318/545 pichard Madden, Taron Egerton. (P) Chopra Jonas, Dwayne "The Rock" Johnson. (P) Moore, Mark Wahlberg. (P)
7 (4:35) % Punch (22) Tim |(:15) ¥ %% Tigerland (2000, Drama) Matthew Rk %% Collateral (2004, Thriller) Jamie Foxx, Jada| %% %% Changing Lanes ('02) (:40) ¥ Who Killed Cooper Dunn?
™C 375|859|327/553 g oy Davis, Clifton Collins Jr., Colin Farrell. Pinkett Smith, Tom Cruise. Samuel L. Jackson, Ben Affleck. (22) Carlena Britch, Tyler Ritter.




