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Southern

Wells honors
Top 10 students

By HOLLY GASKILL

Southern Wells honored its Top 10 students in grades
9-12 with a special breakfast program on Tuesday.

The program featured presentations from two school
alumni, Andrew Pursifull (’04) and Zane Herr (’15), who
shared their post-high school experiences and advice with
the students.

Pursifull is an agricultural project manager for Maurer-
Stutz, Inc., in Poneto. He received his bachelor’s degree in
agricultural engineering from Purdue University and has
since worked at several companies within the greater Fort
Wayne area. He also represents Chester Township on the
district’s board of trustees.

While admitting he didn’t enjoy public speaking, Pursi-
full used the opportunity to talk with students about taking
on difficult tasks. Pursifull has found that the “right thing
and the hard thing are often the same thing,” and that the
risk is worth the potential for s uccess.

“This world is starving for strong leaders right now,”
Pursifull said.

Pursifull then referenced his own experience choosing to
run for school board and how it felt daunting to ask his peers

(Continued on Page 2)
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Pictured above is the media center, which will have an outdoor common area on the right and

another student area in the hallway. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Norwell Middle School
looks towards project
completion by summer

By HOLLY GASKILL

Construction on the new Norwell
Middle School is 2-3 months ahead of
its original schedule, said representa-
tives from Weigand Construction.

Crews will soon head into the next
stage — the demolition of the old build-
ing.

The board for Norwell Community
Schools toured the construction site
prior to their meeting Tuesday. Since
their last collective tour, the building
has visually changed significantly, with
lockers and some cabinetry in place,
flooring in, and most painting complet-
ed, among numerous other items.

Teachers will begin transitioning into
their new classrooms after the school
year ends. Norwell’s last student day is
May 21.

Both the football and baseball build-
ings should also reach substantial com-
pletion by the end of May.

During the board’s strategic planning
meeting, the board, faculty, and com-
munity members discussed the district’s

L

room.

-

- <

Norwell school board members Gene Donaghy
(left) and Angie Topp look around the new band

test performance and plans for Indiana
College Core. The group also drafted pos-
sible goals for student achievement, student
enrollment, facilities and communication
and marketing.

Among these goals were time-specific

expectations to increase I-READ and SAT
scores, improving elementary school play-
grounds and addressing internet connectiv-
ity issues. Superintendent Mike Springer
said the administrators would review the

Students with the Top 10
grade point averages in
grades 9-12, shown above,
were honored before school
Tuesday. The students and
their families also heard from
two school alumni, Andrew
Pursifull (far left) and Zane
Herr (at left). (Photos by Holly
Gaskill)

Downtown project receives
S16K from Bluffton NOW!

By JONATHAN SNYDER

Bluffton NOW!’s Community Reinvest-
ment Program application for 101 North
Main St. was approved by the Board of Pub-
lic Works and Safety on Tuesday.

Jerry Flack applied on behalf of the
group to turn the main floor of the build-
ing from a storage area and small office
space to a place that fits more offices and
a conference room. The project costs
$32,348.45 total. Bluffton NOW! will
invest $16,174.22.

Board member Josh Hunt asked about the
new budget for the CRP program and Bluft-
ton NOW! President Mike Lautzenheiser
stated that they are “significantly far from
empty.” With the previous investment of
$25,000 for BAF Investments, the remain-
ing budget is estimated at $58,825.78.

“This project is taking space that’s not
being used and making it active,” Hunt said.
“That’s the point of the program.”

Additionally, the board granted a request
for more time to get training and obedience
lessons for a nuisance dog. Anita Ybarra’s
seven-year-old dog attacked another at a
boarding facility in Ossian, which led to
the death of the other dog. Wells County
Animal Control Officer Kyle Morphew
reviewed the video and stated the attack was
unprovoked.

Ybarra stated that the dog currently lives
with three other smaller ones, two of which

have been around his whole life. Ybarra
further noted that she has never seen any
aggressive behavior from the dog before
and he has not attacked any workers or
strangers.

Bluffton requires a dog under nuisance
animal orders to get mandatory training
and are only allowed to leave their home
when transport is necessary, without a
muzzle.

Ybarra stated she understood the require-
ments and is willing to do all she can and
“make some hard decisions” but since the
dog is having trouble taking to the muzzle,
she requested for more time on getting the
mandatory training.

The board gave Ybarra until the end of
May to get mandatory training for the dog,
but held firm on the dog needing the muzzle
when he goes out.

Additionally, a parking request from
Amanda and Jenna Frauhiger was cleared
up by the board. The Frauhiger’s stated
they have people who use their Airbnb in
the upper level of 107 West Market St. As
the police department has began reinforc-
ing parking spot limits downtown again, the
Frauhigers shared concerns that the public
lots are blocks away from the location. The
Frauhigers noted that the nearest public
parking lot is at the Mt. Fuji restaurant, but
the lot there is filled for most of the day.

(Continued on Page 2)

Zoning board approves
variance for Solid Rock Rentals

By JONATHAN SNYDER

Solid Rock Rentals received a variance
for a reduced overhead door setback from
the Wells County Board of Zoning Appeals
on Tuesday.

The Owner of Solid Rock Rentals, Drew
Gerber, wants to put a garage on the corner
of West South Street and South Union Street
in Bluffton to attract tenants. The Board of
Zoning Appeals’ only concern was potential
tenants parking just outside of the garage
and interfering with the sidewalk.

Gerber and BZA Secretary Mike Laut-
zenheiser estimated that there would be 24
ft. of space between the door of the future
garage and the sidewalk. Additionally, Ger-
ber would need to discuss with the Street
Department on how close the driveway for
the garage can be to the stop sign. The initial
belief from Lautzenheiser is that the drive-
way has to be 20 ft. away.

The BZA approved the variance with a
condition that the sidewalk is marked with
paint to designate the area where tenants
cannot park.

“Won’t be a problem one bit,” Gerber said.

The board also approved a variance peti-
tion from Dustin and Melissa Kelly for an
increase in size allowance for an accessory
structure.

The Kellys, who reside at 538 West
Washington St. in Bluffton, plan to house
an indoor basketball and pickleball court, as
well as a game room, kitchenette area and
a residential storage space. The variance
allows the Kellys to build a 2400 square foot,
two-story structure. Lautzenheiser noted that
there are other structures of a similar height,
and other two-story homes near the area.

All members of the BZA were present at
Tuesday’s meeting.

Jjonathan@news-banner.com
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Top 10 Students

(Continued from Page 1)

to support his leadership and
speak in a candidate forum.
However, he highlighted
that because of the risk, he’s
now had the opportunity
to better serve and connect
with the community.

Herr also attended Pur-
due, receiving his degree
in agricultural systems
management. He has since
returned to his family farm,
which has also opened Dash
90 Wines. Herr also serves
on the Wells County Con-
vention and Visitors Com-
mission, which aims to sup-

Norwell Middle School

(Continued from Page 1)

mentioned items and devel-
op a clear, attainable outline
of goals.

The board’s regular agen-
da included approval of the
following items:

e An agreement with
Erin’s House for Grieving
Children for grief coun-
seling services. Services
will be available at no cost
to families. Springer said
Erin’s House has been pre-
viously used by the district,
and the district saw a need
for additional support.

 Resignations from The-
resa Delaney, former Nor-
well High School teaching
assistant, and Debra Long,
formerly in food service.

* Employment recommen-
dations for Hannah Hew-
son as Lancaster Elementary
School 3rd grade teacher and
Madison Casey as LES 4th

Downtown project

(Continued from Page 1)
While the board took
no official action, they
clarified that the rule
applied only during busi-
ness hours and street
sweepings, so someone

port local tourism efforts.

Referencing the several
vacant rows in the front of
the cafetorium, Herr encour-
aged the students to take ini-
tiative in the high school and
continued education. Herr
said he often found himself
in those front few rows, pri-
oritizing his education and
new opportunities.

Herr also encouraged stu-
dents to continue investing
in the community, noting
that the community in Wells
County is not something to
overlook.

“It’s really resonated with

Pictured is a locker hallway in the Norwell Middle School building. The locker size has increased
by several inches from the largest lockers in the current building. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

grade teacher, both beginning
in the 2024-25 school year,
Suzanne Cyrus as NMS year-
book adviser, beginning Aug.
7, Angelia Piatt as LES pre-

the older I’ve gotten how
fantastic everybody in this
community is,” Herr said.
Students honored at the
breakfast were considered
the “top 10” in their respec-
tive classes by their grade
point averages. They were,
in alphabetical order: fresh-
men Kinley Allred, Joshua
Aulbach, Cash Banter,
Gavin Howell, McKenna
King, Carson Liddy, Sophia
Meeks, Gunner Murray, Lil-
lia Paxson and Elisabeth
Penrod; sophomores Kolbie
Beavans, Peyton Ellis, Keith
Gartin, Shaylinn Geesa-

man, Gracie Reeves, Ade-
line Sabinske, Dannicka
Sorensen, Emily Steffen
and Braden Yencer; juniors
Quinten Darling, Avery Gas-
kill, Alyssa Green, Ashlie
Needler, Alaina Nusbaumer,
Kenzie Paxson, Dominic
Ramirez, Collena Reeves,
Caroline Ripperger and
Derek Rockwell; and seniors
Joshua Bricker, Malaina
Culbertson, Perrin Gates,
Caleb Johnson, Ella Lahr,
Peyton Long, Tessa Maul,
Evan Pennington, Keith Plu-
imer and Tristen Worster.
holly@news-banner.com
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Weather

Wednesday, April 24, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:12 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 55; Low: 49; Precipitation: 1.03 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 3.45

feet at 7:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast

Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 52. North wind 10
to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Tonight: Areas of frost after 1 a.m. Otherwise, partly
cloudy, with a low around 33. East wind around 5 mph.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 58. East wind around

Thursday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 37.
East wind 5 to 10 mph.
Friday: A 50% chance of showers after 2 p.m. Partly

sunny, with a high near 67.
Friday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms,

then showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm after 8 p.m.

Cloudy, with a low around 58. Breezy. Chance of precipita-

tion is 70%.

school teacher and Katelyn
Feldheiser as speech patholo-
gist.

e Easement and right-
of-way for electrical work

Saturday: A 40% chance of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 77. Breezy.

Saturday Night: A 30% chance of showers and thun-
derstorms, mainly after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 64. Breezy.

Sunday: A chance of showers, with thunderstorms also
possible after 2 p.m. Partly sunny, with a high near 80.
Breezy. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Sunday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely. Most-
ly cloudy, with a low around 63. Breezy. Chance of precipi-
tation is 60%.

Monday: Showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 74. Breezy. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 60%.

Monday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 53.

Tuesday: A chance of showers. Partly sunny, with a high

could park in that road
from 6 p.m. to 10 a.m.
and still be in compliance.
Additionally, the down-
town pathways project,
which revitalizes some
alleyways in downtown

Bluffton, is meant to help
connect the public lots to
businesses and other prop-
erties on Market Street.
The board also:
e Gave Water Filtration
Operator Zach Smith a $1

near 67.

along the east side of State
Road 1.

* A support staff benefits
manual.

holly@news-banner.com m
Assortment of Garden | QPPEN for
Flower Products

hourly merit raise
* Accepted Paid On-Call
Firefighter Kelly Thomp-
son’s resignation, ending a
39-year tenure in the depart-
ment.
jonathan@news-banner.com

- Bedding Perennials

» Annuals - Potted, Fancy and Premium
- Hanging Annuals - Fancy and Mixed
- Garden Vegetables

3584 NW ST RD 116, MARKLE % 260-758-3357

SPRING
Friday, April
26 » 9am

HOURS: Mon - Thurs 10am - 6pm
Fri& Sat 9am - 6pm % Sun Noon - 5pm

Aid for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan

advances in Senate with big bipartisan vote

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The Senate voted over-
whelmingly Tuesday to
move ahead with $95 billion
in war aid to Ukraine, Israel
and Taiwan, bringing the
bill to the brink of passage
after months of delays and
contentious internal debate
over how involved the Unit-
ed States should be abroad.

The vote to end a filibus-
ter drew the support of 80
senators — 10 more than
supported the bill when the
Senate first passed it in Feb-
ruary -- virtually guarantee-
ing that the bill will soon
reach President Biden’s desk.
A final vote could come as
soon as Tuesday evening.

The $61 billion for
Ukraine comes as the war-
torn country desperately
needs new firepower and
as Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin has stepped up
his attacks. Ukrainian sol-
diers have struggled to hold
the front lines as Russia has
seized the momentum on
the battlefield and gained
significant territory.

Bidentold Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy on Monday the U.S.

will send badly needed air
defense weaponry as soon as
the legislation is passed. The
House approved the package
Saturday in a series of four
votes, sending it back to the
Senate for final approval.

“The President has
assured me that the package
will be approved quickly
and that it will be powerful,
strengthening our air defense
as well as long-range and
artillery capabilities,” Zelen-
skyy said in a post on X.

In fact, U.S. officials said
about $1 billion of the aid
could be on its way shortly,
the bulk following in com-
ing weeks.

The legislation also would
send $26 billion in war-
time assistance to Israel and
humanitarian relief to citizens
of Gaza, and $8 billion to
counter China in Taiwan and
the Indo-Pacific. In an effort
to gain more votes, Repub-
licans in the House majority
also added a bill to the pack-
age that could ban the social
media app TikTok in the U.S.
if its Chinese owners do not
sell their stake within a year.

The foreign aid portion
of the bill is similar to what

the Senate passed in Febru-
ary with some minor chang-
es and additions, includ-
ing the TikTok bill and a
stipulation that $9 billion
of the economic assistance
to Ukraine is in the form of
“forgivable loans.”

Those changes appears
to have brought nine addi-
tional Republicans on board,
meaning a clear majority of
the Senate GOP conference
supports the legislation. The
February vote on an earlier
version of the bill was 70-29.

Opening the Senate Tues-
day morning, Senate Major-
ity Leader Chuck Schumer
said the coming vote was
“six months in the making.”

“Let us not keep our
friends around the world
waiting for a moment lon-
ger,” Schumer said.

The package has had
broad congressional support
since Biden first requested
the money last summer. But
congressional leaders had to
navigate strong opposition
from a growing number of
conservatives who question
U.S. involvement in foreign
wars and argue that Congress
should be focused instead on
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the surge of migration at the
U.S.-Mexico border.

The growing fault line in
the GOP between those con-
servatives who are skeptical
of the aid and the more tra-
ditional, “Reagan Republi-
cans” who strongly support
it may prove to be career-
defining for the two top
Republican leaders.

Senate GOP Leader Mitch
McConnell, who has made
the Ukraine aid a top priority,
said last month that he would
step down from leadership
after becoming increasingly
distanced from many in his
conference on the Ukraine
aid and other issues. Repub-
lican House Speaker Mike
Johnson, who put the bills
on the floor after praying for
guidance, faces threats of
an ouster after a majority of
Republicans voted against
the aid to Ukraine.

Dine-In or Carry-Out

Date: Saturday, April 27, 2024

Time: 4:30 to 7:00 pm

Place: Lighted Gardens - 10794 N St. Rd. 1, Ossian, IN

Dine-In Menu: Fish, Cheesy Potatoes, Green Beans,
Applesauce, Roll, Dessert and Drink

Tickets: Adult, $14.00 pre-sale thru April 21st /
$15.00 at the door
Children ages 5 to 10, Dine-In only, $7.00 pre-sale /
$8.00 at the door
Children age 4 and under are free
Contact: Cheryl Louison 260-414-5526 / clouison@ymail.com
Pat Meyer 260-227-0400/ spmeyer82@gmail.com

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

e\

Dan’s Fish

Carry-Out Available

Sponsored By: Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Ossian

Proceeds to Benefit: Feeding Tomorrow’s Future Today Back-Pack Program
& Bethlehem Lutheran Church Project Fund

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!

www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/newsbanner

QPublic Sale
Calendar

BIDDING ENDS APRIL 27 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - By order of the secured creditor, sell-
er. Over 400+ designer wedding and bridesmaid
dresses, designed by Christina Wu, Morilee,
Allure Bridal, Maddison James, Maggie Sottero,
and more, all size and styles. Preview: April 24
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 215 E. Market St., Bluff-
ton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.

BIDDING ENDS APRIL 28 - (Online Only
Auction) - The estate of Loring and Sandra
McCay, seller. Huge antique and primitive auc-
tion. Outstanding collection of antique furniture
including primitive cupboards, dry sinks, pie
safes, large qty. of country primitives, feather
light sewing machines, early quilts, 100’s of
fabric bolts, crocks, vintage Christmas, cos-
tume jewelry. Preview: April 25 from 3 p.m. to 6
p.m., 102 S. Jefferson St., Ossian. Pat Carter,
sale manager, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.

BIDDING STARTS ENDING APRIL 28 - 6 p.m.
EST - Phil Vorhees, owner. 2005 Homiers
Farm Pro 2425 4x4 tractor w/loader & back-
hoe, Massey Harris 44 Special tractor, 1995
Coachman Catalina 5th wheel camper, several
3 pt attachments, Husqvarna Z248f zero turn
mower, yard & garden, hand tools, power tools,
muzzleloader pistols .41 cal, household, glass-
ware, furniture, Chrane bedroom suite, WWII
video reels, 1960 Roy Smeck steel guitar Gold
Edition, more! Preview April 25, 3-5 p.m., 2414
W 1100 S, Geneva. Pick up April 29, 2-6 p.m.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.

APRIL 28-MAY 5 - (Online Only Auction) -
Various consignors, sellers. Over 4,000+
older and newer comic books, sports trading
cards, vintage toys including Cabbage Patch
dolls, vintage toys, 45 records, much more. Pre-
view: April 30 and May 2 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
118 E. Craig St., Ossian. Rod Fetters, sale man-
ager, The Steffen Group, Inc., www.steffengrp.

com 260-824-3006.

MAY 9 & 10 - 9 a.m. - Secured creditors &
various consignors, owners. Two day truck
& equipment auction. Day 1 online bidding
only: 100+ various skid loader attachments,
tool boxes, workbenches, iron gates, chains &
binders, 1 trip 40’ high side shipping container
w/side doors, dome shelter containers, various
truck take off parts, plumbing, electrical and
mechanical surplus including urinals, toilets,
electrical components, more! Day 2 onsite and
online bidding offering 700+ lots! 100+/- munici-
pal units! Cars, SUV, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pickups,
cargo & passenger vans, large group of Chevy
Impalas, Tahoes & Dodge Chargers, Harley-
Davidson motorcycles, dump trucks, 2012-2014
Frieghtliner M2106 box trucks, day cabs, sleep-
ers, utility trucks, bucket trucks, utility & semi
trailers, SUV’s, pickups, 100+ various skid steer
attachments, more! Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

MAY 12-MAY 19 - (Online Only Auction) -
Phyllis Montgomery, Seller. Major auction
of fine antiques and collectables. “An Auction
of the Year.” Extensive cast iron skillet collec-
tion, early candy scales, primitives, salesman
samples, early rare gum dispenser, De Laval
signs, beer signs, firearms, butter churns, large
Westmorland glass collection, much more.
Preview: May 9 and 16 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
1556 Shadow Run Trail, Bluffton. Steffen Group,
www.steffengrp.com, 824-3006, Pat Carter, sale
manager.

MAY 19 - 4 p.m. - Multiple consignors, own-
ers. Online only consignment auction. 1,000+
lots! Furniture, oak kitchen table, large assort-
ment of household items, tools, 100+ lots of
collectible glass including Fostoria, Fenton,
Candlewick, Pyrex and much more! Preview
May 16, 3-5 p.m., 812 EIm Street, Decatur. Pick
up May 20, 1-6 p.m. & May 21, 9 a.m.-noon.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.
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Mahala R. Hopkins, 82

Mahala R. Hopkins, 82, of Bluffton, passed away
Monday evening, April 23, 2024, at her residence, sur-
rounded by her family.

She was born May 15, 1941, in Willets, Calif. to Arthur
Woodall and Rosetta Glaze.

Survivors include her children, Tonya Albers of Bluff-
ton, Timothy Edward Daskam of Portland, Ore.; and
four grandchildren.

Mahala was preceded in death by her parents; a
daughter, Zina G. Daskam; and a son, David Michael
Daskam.

As Mahala requested, there will be no formal service
at this time.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the
care of the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluff-
ton.

Friends can send online condolences to the family at
www.thomarich.com.

Wells Court Docket

Reports of receipts and expenditures of political com-
mittees have been filed with the Wells County Clerk’s
office for the pre-primary period of Jan. 1 through April
12 by:

e Vicki Andrews, County Council At-Large; Vicki
Andrews, Republican for County Council, At-Large

The committee showed $320.24 in cash on hand,
$100 in unitemized expenses and ended the period with
$220.24 in cash on hand. The committee had no debt.

e Committee to Elect Tamra Boucher; Tamra Bouch-
er, Republican for County Commissioner, District 3.

The committee showed $995.06 in itemized contribu-
tions, $675.23 in itemized expenditures and concluded
the reporting period with $319.83 cash on hand. The
committee had no debt.

Itemized contributions were from John Legge,
Markle, $20; Trent Bucher, Bluffton, $250; Boucher,
$155.55 in sign lumber, $369.56 in yard signs and an
additional $20.

Itemized expenditures were $155.55 to Lowe’s for
lumber, $3669.56 to Signs on the Cheap for printing and
$150.12 to Build a Sign for printing.

e Scott J. Burke for County Council At-Large; Scott
Burke, Independent for County Council At-Large (not
yet filed).

The committee showed $2,000 in contributions,
$2,000 in itemized expenditures and ended the period
with zero dollars in cash on hand. The committee had
no debt.

The sole itemized expenditure was $2,000 to Treeboy
Productions for videography.

e Friends of Jeff Stringer; Jeff Stringer, Republican
for County Commissioner, District 3.

(Continued on Page 3)

Ossian Psi lota announces
annual scholarship

Ossian Psi Iota Xi Gamma Zeta chapter are giving its
annual $500 scholarship for any Wells County graduates who
are now at least in their junior year of college, with a field of
study in art, music, literature or hearing impaired. Applica-
tions can be sent direct to you by emailing ossiangammaze-
ta@yahoo.com or calling for a form to be mailed to you.

Requirements are listed on the application and are due by
July 1, 2024 for consideration for the fall semester.

For additional questions, email or call/text Carolyn John-
son (317) 696-8505.

INCIDENTS

City:

Monday, 3:25 p.m., Mon-
talto LLC. Report of weed
violation — not a Jack and
the Beanstalk situation yet,
however, taller than 8 inches.

Monday, 5:50 p.m., 600
block of Creek Drive. Report
of two teens tormenting
geese.

Monday, 6:08 p.m., South
Johnson and West Arnold
streets. Report of 14-year-
old male running around
screaming. Juvenile was hurt
but is fine now.

Monday, 7:17 p.m., Pret-
zels. Caller reported issue
with ex-boyfriend using car.

Tuesday, 2:12 a.m., 300
block of West Dustman
Road. Report of a man on a
bike yelling and screaming
to call police. Man kicked
out for the night.

Tuesday, 9:33 a.m., Lions
Park. Report of an aban-
doned pop-up camper.

County:

Monday, 7:11 a.m., 5100
North 100 West, Uniondale.
Subject was locked out of
vehicle due to power locks,
advised to call GM or lock-
smith.

Monday, 10:28 a.m.,
Wells County Jail. Subject
reported cyberbullying.

Monday,11:46 a.m., Wells
County Jail. Warrant served
to Joseph Roth-Bradley.

Monday, 1:36 p.m., 200
East and East 200 South,
Bluffton. Caller advised he
hit a stop sign with farm
equipment.

Monday, 3:15 p.m.,
West Cherry and South Oak
streets, Bluffton. Report that
something struck the back
bumper of a school bus.

Monday, 4:16 p.m., 6300
South S.R. 1, Bluffton.
Officer requested to help
wrangle two hogs trying to
cosplay as cars.

Monday, 4:29 p.m., 1000
North Washington Street,
Bluffton. Caller reported
issues with grass clippings in
roadway.

Tuesday, 1:11 a.m., West
Wabash and North Marion
streets, Bluffton. Driver reg-
istration returned as unli-
censed. Traffic stop revealed
marijuana between floor
board and passenger seat.
Jimmy Perkins Jr. taken to
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the Wells County Jail.

Ossian:

Monday, 2:50 p.m., 3800
East 1200 North, Ossian.
Hunter Butts charged with
multiple possession charges
and failure to register as a
sex offender. When officers
questioned Butts, he had
multiple drug-related items
on his person. He also said
he had left employment in
December and was working
with property owner now.

Tuesday, 11:07 a.m.,
3600 East 1200 North,
Ossian. During incident with
Hunter Butts, officer learned
two involved parties that he
spoke with had a no contact
order between them in a
domestic battery case. Sean
Foughty charged with inva-
sion of privacy.

ACCIDENTS

City:

Monday, April 15, 10:30
p.m., Cherry Street at Adams
Street. Faylynn C. Stein, 22,
Bluffton, was driving a 2016
Chevrolet Cruze and went
through a stop sign and off
the roadway. Stein reported
she had been traveling a “lit-
tle fast” after passing a car
and then had seen a deer, and
did not notice the road came
to a T. Stein was transported
to Bluffton Regional Medi-
cal Center with report of
ankle pain. Damage exceed-
ed $10,000.

Tuesday, April 16, 5:48
p.m., S.R. 1 at Margarets
Road. A 2019 Ford Ranger
driven by Marty K. Grover,
67, of Bluffton, was turn-
ing westbound into a private
drive and did not see a 2007
Honda CBR600 motorcy-
cle driven by Brayden M.
Rolston, 20, Markle. The
bike struck the vehicle, and
Rolston rolled off the bike.
Rolston was transported to
Bluffton Regional Medical
Center for evaluation of fric-
tion wounds. The bike had
disabling damage. Damage
did not exceed $10,000.

Wednesday, 10:15 a.m.,
S.R. 124 at EIm Grove Road.
A 2001 Ford Escape driven
by Rose L. Moser, 71, Bluff-
ton, was turning west onto
S.R. 124 from Elm Grove
Road and failed to yield the
right of way to a 2023 Kia
Forte driven by Kareena M.
Reza, 37, Berne. Damage

did not exceed $50,000.

Thursday, 12:27 p.m.,
Main Street near Sewage Plan
Drive. Donald D. Hesher, 73,
Bluffton, was driving a 2003
Chevrolet Silverado pick-
up truck and collided with a
sign. Hesher reported general
illness and said he may have
fallen asleep before leaving
the roadway. Damage did not
exceed $2,500.

Saturday, 2:23 a.m., Main
Street at C.R. 300N. Megan
R. Prater, 24, Ossian, was
driving a 2016 Chrysler 200
and left the roadway and into
the grass area of ITOWN
Church. Prater said she had
been recently diagnosed with
dry eyes and hadn’t been
wearing her contacts, so she
didn’t see the curb. Investi-
gating officer observed the
smell of alcohol, and Prater
admitted to drinking earlier
in the evening. Prater blew
.157 and was arrested. Dam-
age did not exceed $2,500.

FIRES

Thursday, 3:34 p.m., 8922
S 450W, Poneto. Smoke
coming from structure.
Liberty Township, Chester
Township and Bluffton fire
departments responded.

Thursday, 6:36 p.m., W
900S and S 475W, Montpe-
lier. Report of diesel smell
coming from drainage pipe.
Bluffton and Chester Town-
ship fire departments and
Emergency Management
responded.

Sunday, 5:31 p.m.,
Wabash Village. Fire alarm.

Monday, 12:27 p.m., S.R.
218 and C.R. 500 E. Grass
fire. Fire extinguished at
12:47 p.m.

Ossian:

Thursday, 8:48 p.m.,
Ossian Health and Rehabili-
tation. Fire alarm.

ARRESTS

Joseph James Roth-Brad-
ley, 28, Berne; obstruction of
justice and invasion of pri-
vacy, both Level 6 felonies.
Bond set at $30,000.

Kyle Allen Peterson, 45,
Bluffton; domestic battery, a
Class A misdemeanor. Bond
set at $25,000.

Justin James Foss, 26,
Bluffton; intimidation with
a deadly weapon, a Level 5
felony, possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Level 6
felony, invasion of privacy,

Students share RYLA experience with Bluffton Rotary

Students from Southern Wells and Bluffton high schools participated in the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards over the
weekend. Tuesday they shared their experience with the Bluffton Rotary Club during their weekly meeting. Pictured in
the photo from left are Rotary President Jordan Arnold, Ali Migrant (Bluffton High School), Braden Yencer (Southern
Wells) and Jackson Affolder (Bluffton High School). At the conference students participated in an intensive leadership
experience designed to improve them as leaders and develop their skills. (Photo provided)
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a Class A misdemeanor, and
battery, a Class B misde-
meanor. Bond set at $17,500.

Caleb Lee Tungate,
34, Bluffton; resisting law
enforcement, a Class A mis-
demeanor, disorderly con-
duct, a Class B misdemean-
or, and deception — iden-
tity, a Class C misdemeanor.
Bond set at $3,000.

Joshua Louis Morlan, 35,
Bluffton; neglect of an ani-
mal, a Class A misdemeanor.
Bond set at $1,500.

Mason Bradie Boomer-
shine, 20, Craigville; minor
possession of an alcoholic
beverage and operating
while intoxicated, both Class
C misdemeanors. Bond set
at $1,000.

Amanda May Doutt, 32,
Kendalville; resisting law
enforcement and operating
while intoxicated — endan-
germent, both Class A mis-
demeanors, and operating
while intoxicated, a Class C
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$3.,000.

Megan Renee Prater, 24,
Ossian; operating a vehicle
with an ACE of .15 or more,
and operating a vehicle while
intoxicated — endanger-
ment, both Class A misde-
meanors. Bond set at $1,500.

Jennifer Lynn French,
42, Marion; driving while
suspended, a Class A misde-
meanor.

Rose Marie Bay, 47,
Bluffton; operating without
ever obtaining a license, a
Class C misdemeanor.

Troy Lee Eugene Snider,
36, Ossian; driving while
suspended, a Class A misde-
meanor.

Hunter James Butts, 24,
Markle; failure to register as
a sex offender and posses-
sion of a narcotic drug, both
Level 6 felonies, possession
of marijuana, a Class Mis-
demeanor, and possession
of paraphernalia, a Class C
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$12,000.

Jimmy Perkins Jr., 20,
Liberty Center; marijuana
cultivation, a Class A mis-
demeanor, possession of
marijuana, a Class B misde-
meanor, and operating with a
controlled substance in body
and possession of parapher-
nalia, both Class C misde-
meanors. Bond set at $2,000.

VISITATION & SERVICES

3 Mary Jane Trent

"Calling: 10a.m.- 12 p.m.
1 Friday, April 26.

| Service: 12 p.m., Friday,
April 26 at the funeral home.

—i

Thoma/Rich, Lemler

Funeral Home
308 W. Washington St.
32 85§

Arnold Lumber Co.

425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, IN
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Some thoughts on the ‘Caitlin Clark Effect’ in Indiana

It is a safe bet that almost no one
in Indiana knows less about basket-
ball than me, but only a recluse could
miss the hype over the Indianapolis
Fever’s draft of lowa phenom Caitlin
Clark.

Clark is the all-time NCAA
Division I-leading scorer and lead- -
ing 3-point scorer — for both men’s
and women’s basketball. She was
two-time national player of the year
and holds a slew of other records and
accolades. By almost any
measure, she’s the most
dominate player, male or
female, to ever enter a
professional draft. This

‘Hoosier
makes the economics of Opinions
Caitlin Clark interesting.

I recently conducted a traditional analysis of the
effect Clark could have on the Indianapolis economy. To
do so, I used previous studies on the effect of superstar
basketball players on game attendance. This analysis
assumes Clark would have roughly the same pro-

L

Michael
Hicks

so expect an excellent sales boost to teams across the
league in 2024.

Right now, the Caitlin Clark effect on ticket sales
and likely game attendance appears to exceed that of
any male superstar basketball player of the past four
decades. However, the real money, and the real benefit
to the WNBA, comes from TV.

The typical WNBA game receives about a half-
million viewers. But, out of a 40-game regular season,
only four or five games will likely be televised. For the
2024 season, 36 out of 40 Fever games will be televised
across seven networks.

The analytics teams across these networks have con-
cluded that the WNBA is a potential money maker for
them. They’re almost surely correct.

About 1 in every 700 Americans watched those rarely
televised WNBA games last year. But, a whopping 1 in
20 Americans watched the NCAA women’s champion-
ship game between lowa and South Carolina, more than
double that of the previous season.

Networks don’t broadcast sporting events because
they like sports. They broadcast sporting events because
the sports economists and marketers have models telling

portional effect on WNBA games that Michael
Jordan had on NBA games, which yielded pretty
decent effects for the team and city.

By that estimate, the Fever could expect about
26,000 more visitors to games this season. Their
total annual spending would be more than $6
million on the games and lodging. That’s a big
number for an individual player, but it doesn’t
count the endorsements, or what’s known as
‘name, image and likeness’ (or NIL) in today’s
jargon. Nor did it account for potential changes
to televised game revenue.

Having watched the past two weeks, though,
I think a conventional economic analysis is
insufficient to judge the Caitlin Clark effect on
women’s basketball — and to women’s sports in
general. Her fandom, and its effects, are moving
well past traditional analysis.

A few data points will make this clear. A typi-
cal WNBA game attracts 4,000-plus attendees. This puts
them in line with mid-level college game attendance.
Advance ticket sales in Indianapolis are at record lev-
els — and record prices. Season tickets are sold out.
The team is even offering a new system where you can
electronically line up each day to get tickets for the
upcoming game. This clever process is doubtless done
to broaden the number of folks who can attend home
games. Clark’s away games are also selling briskly,

Letters to the Editor

Boucher’s background
right for the county

I wish to whole heartedly add my support to the
candidacy of Tamara Boucher for County Commis-
sioner. I have known and worked with Mrs. Boucher
for more than 20 years and in fact she was the person
who was most responsible for recruiting me to Bluff-
ton Regional Hospital and was most instrumental in
facilitating the development in the first hospital-based
ob-gyn practice that I was able to establish for the
community.

Wells County is growing in size, diversity and
community needs and it is obvious from Mrs. Bouch-
er’s background that she is the most qualified can-
didate to meet the challenges of the Wells County
community for the future. The Health First Indiana
Grant is an outstanding opportunity for the county to
grow and expand all manner of health care opportuni-
ties and access for residents and elevate our standing
in achieving national health care goals. Success will
require more than just business skills.

Mrs. Boucher has an extensive background in
healthcare management and program development
which I think will be very important in successfully
managing these healthcare dollars in addition to her
many other roles in local government.

DR. KAY F. JOHNSON-KEYS, MD, MPH
Bluffton

Today’s Highlight in History:

On April 24, 1995, the final bomb linked to the
Unabomber exploded inside the Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, offices of a lobbying group for the wood prod-
ucts industry, killing chief lobbyist Gilbert B. Mur-
ray. (Theodore Kaczynski was later sentenced to four
lifetimes in prison for a series of bombings that killed
three people and injured 29 others.)

Election Letters Policy

The News-Banner accepts Letters to the Editor concern-
ing local election candidates and issues. All letters must
be signed; the writer’s address and phone number must be
included in case verification is desired. Letters are subject to
editing for brevity, clarity and length; letters are limited to
500 words.

e There is a limit to one letter per writer per campaign
period. ® The editor reserves the right to refuse publication
of any letter at all times. ® An appearance of a letter-writing
campaign will be deemed as such and discontinued. * Letters
pertaining to the May 7, 2024 election must be received by
Sat., Apr. 27, with the exception of appropriate responses by
a candidate to any letter published on or after that date.

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: ® Our website link
(Submit Your Letter) ¢ E-Mail: miller@news-banner.com
¢ Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton IN 46714 ¢ Drop-off: 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton. (There is a 24-hour drop-slot avail-
able.) Please mark your correspondence as a “Letter to the
Editor.”
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SHOOTING FOR THE STARS..,

them prime-time broadcasts will be profitable.

The television revenues are important to host cit-
ies because televised sports tend to highlight the city.
Most Hoosiers will remember how well Indianapolis
showed during the Super Bowl. That event was worth
tens of millions of dollars in advertising. There’s even
some evidence that broadcasts push more folks to attend
games.

Televised audiences also boost NIL deals for other

WNBA players and teams. Caitlin Clark is already

a multimillionaire and has inked deals with Nike,
Gatorade and dozens of other brands. The increase
in TV spots makes every other player more likely to
pick up deals both nationally and locally. So, this is
a big boon to WNBA players who are paid very little
through the league’s collective bargaining arrange-
ment.

The WNBA pays athletes a starting salary in the mid-
$70,000s per year range, with modest bonuses. The low-
est-paid NBA player this year earned almost $290,000
from the team, and only 20 earned less than $1 million.
The NIL compensation makes this sport financially
viable for most WNBA players.

The WNBA'’s low pay is primarily a result of low TV
ratings. Although NBA players share more TV revenues
than the WNBA, available revenues for players are
modest. If the WNBA collective bargaining agreement
had the same revenue share as the NBA, the women
would still only be paid a bit more than $250,000 per
year.

This season is likely to change that calculation sig-
nificantly.

Amid all the hype, the advance sales tickets and
sold-out jerseys, there are surely many women,
especially former professional athletes, who might
feel they were treated unfairly by circumstance.

I think particularly about Chamique Holdsclaw
and Tamika Catchings, who should be household
names.

Let me put those feelings into some perspective.
The greatest running back of all time, Jim Brown,
never earned more than $600,000 per year in infla-
tion-adjusted dollars from the NFL. He got rich via
acting, but he also helped propel the NFL into the
revenue-generating behemoth it is today.

Clark benefits from those who went before her,
and her presence is already influencing the game for
a generation to come. If you doubt me on that issue,
try ordering a Clark jersey in girls’ sized small.

Clark is also that rare athlete whose advertise-
ments will cross over into other sports. Fans will
get to see her on ads during MLB, NFL, NBA and
most NCAA games this year. Again, that boosts every
WNBA player.

It is also difficult to gauge what Clark’s cultural sig-
nificance may be. After all, her boyfriend is transferring
to Butler University to play his final year of basketball
for the Bulldogs. Clark might be the type of feminist
icon who Hoosiers come to love and respect.

Michael Hicks is the George and Frances Ball Distinguished
Professor of Economics and the director of the Center for Business
and Economic Research at Ball State University.

The reality of migrant crime

There’s been an ongoing polit-
ical debate lately about crimes
committed by migrants who
entered the United States ille-
gally. Actually, there’s not much
to debate about their first unlaw-
ful act — entering the United
States without authorization
— but much disagreement about

ing to ICE, Suspect No.
1, Yoessy Pino Castillo,
entered the U.S. illegally
near Brownsville, Texas,
on May 6, 2023, and was
“released into the United
States as an alternative to
\ detention.” On Jan. 6 of
this year, she was arrested

how many illegal border crossers
commit crimes after that.

In recent weeks, Republicans
have publicized the murder of
Laken Riley, the Georgia nurs-
ing student who police say was
abducted and killed by Jose Antonio
Ibarra, a Venezuelan migrant who
entered the United States illegally in
September 2022, only to be quickly
released into the country. Ibarra was
one of millions of illegal crossers who
rushed into the United States after the
implementation of virtually open-bor-
der policies by President Joe Biden. In
response to Republicans highlighting
the murder, some Democrats argued
that the “immigrant crime narrative
is racist,” in the words of California
Democratic Rep. Robert Garcia.

The issue popped up in the State of
the Union address, when some Repub-
licans tried to goad Biden into saying
Riley’s name. Biden did say the name
— although he got it wrong — and
then referred to the alleged killer, Ibar-
ra, as an “illegal.” Democratic activist
groups reacted in anger, not at the mur-
der but at the use of the word “illegal”
to describe an illegal immigrant. Biden
swiftly apologized, saying he should
have called Ibarra “undocu-
mented” instead.

Now there is another
migrant crime in the news,

house in the Bronx that had

been taken over by migrant
squatters who had entered the

U.S. illegally. In addition to
arresting eight of them, police
confiscated several fire-

arms, extended magazines,
ammunition, plus the drugs
ketamine and cocaine. The

cops moved in, the New York

Post reported, after one of the
migrants “allegedly flashed

a pistol at someone on the property
March 27, leading to a 911 call and the
discovery of the squatter gang.”

In true New York fashion, a judge
quickly freed most of the suspects
without bail. At that point, the Enforce-
ment and Removal Operations office
of U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) arrested three of
them. How did they do that? Officers
just went back to the house in the
Bronx, where the suspects had returned
to keep doing what they were doing
before their arrests. Now, it appears
four others have also been picked up
by ICE.

In response to inquiries by Fox
News’ indefatigable reporter Bill Melu-
gin, ICE has released some background
information on each suspect. Accord-

AND ARE CHARGED WIT
ASSAULT, SOUATT
this time in New York City. 5? D -

Last week police raided a \a'l

for shoplifting. Then, on

March 27, at the house

in the Bronx, New York

police arrested her for

“criminal possession of
a weapon, second degree;
loaded firearm on school grounds;
criminal possession of a controlled
substance with intent to sell; and acting
in a manner to injure a child.” She was
immediately released without bond.

Suspect No. 2, Yojairo Armando
Martinez, entered the United States
illegally near EI Paso, Texas, on Sept.
22,2022. He was immediately released
into the country ““as an alternative
to detention.” He never reported to
immigration authorities, as his release
required.

Suspect No. 3, Hector De Sousa Vil-
lalta, entered the United States illegally
near Brownsville, Texas, on May 3,
2023. He was given a notice to appear
before immigration authorities at a later
date and was immediately released
into the country. On Aug. 28,2023, he
was arrested in Yonkers, New York,
and charged with attempted murder
and assault with intent to cause serious
injury. He was released from jail again.
Last week, he was arrested at the Bronx

Byron
York

-
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house and charged with various gun
and drug charges. He was released yet
again and was later picked up by ICE.

Suspect No. 4, Javier Jose Albornoz
Marchan, entered the United States
illegally near El Paso, Texas, on May
6,2023. He was immediately released
into the country “as an alternative
to detention.” He soon had multiple
arrests, including for shoplifting in both
New York and New Jersey. On Sept.
26,2023, he was arrested in New York
for criminal possession of a loaded
firearm and “ammunition feeding
devices.” He was quickly released. On
Jan. 6,2024, he was arrested again for
shoplifting. And on March 27, he was
arrested at the Bronx house.

Suspect No. 5, Yerbin Benjamin
Lozado Munoz, entered the United

States illegally near Eagle Pass, Texas,
on Oct. 3,2022. He was immediately
released “as an alternative to deten-
tion.” The March 27 arrest at the Bronx
house, for gun and drug crimes, was
apparently his first arrest in the United
States.

Suspect No. 6, Johan Jose Cardena
Silva, entered the United States ille-
gally near Del Rio, Texas, on Oct. 3,
2022. Exactly what happened then is
not clear, but he was ultimately ordered
removed from the country. Then, he
either was removed and got back in, or
he never left, because he ended up in
the Bronx house on March 27, facing
gun and drug charges.

Less is known about the last two
suspects, but you get the idea. All the
suspects entered the United States dur-
ing the frenzied rush across the border
that began when Biden took office.
Nearly all were quickly released into
the country. It is fair to say that the
problems they are now causing are
directly attributable to the president and
his policies.

Millions of illegal crossers respond-
ed to Biden’s policy changes. Among
them were all the suspects above, plus
the man who is accused of murdering
Laken Riley. There have been many
reports of other crimes, too, being com-
mitted by those who crossed illegally
into the U.S. in the last three years.

Nevertheless, many Democrats
and their allies in the press argue that
Republicans are exaggerating the prob-
lem. Recently, Fox News’ Guy Ben-
son responded to an NBC report that
claimed, “The data does not
bear out the fact that undocu-
mented immigrants kill Amer-
icans at any greater rate than
legal Americans.” That is true,
Benson noted, but: “Whether
that holds up after we get our
arms around the impact of the
10 million illegal border cross-
ings during the Biden crisis
remains to be seen.

Also: Illegal immigrants
don’t have to be disproportion-
ately criminal or violent as a
group in order for Americans
to feel extra, righteous disgust
over violent crimes being
committed by perps who have
no right to be in the country in the
first place — many of whom have
amassed significant rap sheets before
committing their most serious attacks.”

In New York, we are seeing the
results of the confluence of two Demo-
cratic policies — one, the arrival of
large numbers of illegal border crossers
who were allowed, unvetted, to remain
in the United States, and two, the prac-
tice of releasing many suspects accused
of serious crimes without bail. It’s a
mess, and it will continue to be a mess.
And that is on top of all the other social
dislocations and financial burdens
created by massive influx of unvetted
illegal crossers. It’s an issue that is not
going away, especially in a presidential
election year.

© 2024 BYRON YORK
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Wah-wah-wah. Blah-blah-blah: communication is a science and an art

If you were asked to define
communication, where would
you begin? In the past several
years, | have
heard people,
often parents,
bemoan that
their teenage
kids no longer
know how to
communicate.
They fear that
staring at the
phone, playing
video games,
and watch-
ing YouTube
constantly has rendered their teens
incapable of carrying on any level
of communication beyond a few
“uh-huhs,” garbled mumbles, and
maybe a slight head nod. I cannot
argue with anyone that communi-
cation has taken a real turn when
it comes to anyone 35 or younger.
Whether it is better or worse or just
different, will be a topic another
day.

Today, I am thinking that it is
not the younger generation I am
troubled with in regards to the
whole concept of communication.
Communication is a science and
an art. All living entities have dif-
fering methods, modes, and pro-
cedures for communicating. Think
about it. Birds do it, bees do it, but-
terflies do it, wolves do it, pigs do
it, heck fire, even trees do it! Don’t
take my word for this phenomenon
— trees communicating with each
other — read the book The Hidden
Life of Trees by Peter Wohleben,

Billy
Kreigh

Lunch & Learn focuses on Loblolly Marsh

By BARBARA BARBIERI

Those attending the Friends of Oua-
bache State Park’s Lunch & Learn gather-
ing on April 18th not only learned all about
the Loblolly Marsh at nearby Geneva, from
Limberlost State Historic Site Naturalist Curt
Burnette, they also were introduced to Oua-
bache Naturalist for the summer Lydia Ade.

Jody Heaston also spoke about the com-
ing Junior/Teen Indiana Master Natural-
ist camp to be held at Ouabache from June
10-14, where Ouabache friends will be vol-

unteering as helpers.

Naturalist Ade spoke about the week-
end activities she will lead, including Bison
Feeding on Saturdays and Fire Tower Climbs

on Sundays.

Heaston then introduced Burnette, who
has been the Naturalist at the Limberlost
Cabin and Loblolly Marsh for 12 years
and leads hikes through the marsh. He pro-
ceeded to tell, using slides, how the marsh
was drained in 1848, at the beginning of the
Swamp Act enactment to gain farmland.
When the wildlife that Gene Stratton Por-
ter wrote about left with the draining of the

swamp she moved to Rome City.

The restoration of the Loblolly Swamp
began in 1997 as it was realized it was a

have the same
visual, thought,
or even emo-
tional response.
Depending on
how our lives
have gone so far,
we usually “see”

the
those words in

Here's
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fascinated. 6&‘%‘3"{&%
If trees com- INNOVATE
. . TARGET MOTIVATE«
municating among | =eLETHINK S
themselves is a ’?3255‘”‘"@'
too otherworldly %;gmﬁ
and esoterical for 9;53_9:‘
a spring Wednes- ———
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human communication. There are
a bazillian techniques we utilize in
the science aspect of communica-
tion. Words, written or spoken,
gestures (yep, I thought of that
finger also), body language and
posture, codes, like the Morse
code, watching TV, scanning the
internet, FB, reading the thoughts
of others, tone of voice, braille,
sign language, eye contact, group
and organization communication,
memos, touch, listening.....well, I
think we have the idea.

Of all of these, while each and
every one is intriguing, I choose
to focus on the use of verbal com-
munication. Words are definitely a
component of the “science of com-
munication.” They are extremely
beneficial much of the time, but
words can also be problematic. An
example of this is words very often
do not carry the same meaning or
even similar weight when spoken
and heard. Let’s say, for instance,
that I say the word “mom.” OK,
unless you are one of my brothers,
when I say “mom,” you probably
do not visualize or think of my
mom. If [ say “freedom,” we may
not have the same meaning. If I
say “home,” we probably do not

bird watching.

ence” on May 9.

Speakers discussed both Ouabache and the
Loblolly Marsh by Geneva. Left to right are
Jody Heaston, Lydia Ade and Curt Burnette.
(Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

needed part of the environment. Burnette
reported some struggling farmers were even
glad to sell their acreages for the restoration.
This has brought back a lot of animals
including deer, beavers, turtles and nesting
eagles. The area often hosts migrating birds.
(Brunette explained he knew of 8 eagles
nests in this area.) It also has brought back
wild flowers and the chance for hiking and

Corner Depot Catering furnished the pies
for the event. In May LaNae Abbot will talk
about her “Kayaking the Wabash Experi-

Thi
ing
our own lens.

Those are simplistic examples.
Imagine how complicated and
convoluted sharing thoughts, infor-
mation, or feelings can become
when we meander into the realm
of words such as: compassion,
equality, right, wrong, meaning of
life and death, politics, philosophy,
history, winners, losers... the list is
exhaustive.

It is true that almost any word
we can think of can be used in
whatever way the speaker intends
or the listener receives. Probably
that contributes to so many mis-
understandings and misinterpre-
tations. Now using language to
intentionally be obtuse, pejorative,
offensive, or just your plain basic
annoying is not what I am referring
to at this particular moment. I refer
to people who genuinely and sin-
cerely want to communicate.

What a privilege it is to dis-
cover how others view this world
and this life. How limiting it would
be if we chose only to communi-
cate or hear those who think and
believe exactly the same way we
do. Think about all that is sacri-
ficed when we do not encourage
or even acknowledge others who
have a different idea or a thought

that is opposite to what we think.
Imagine, for a moment, what we
miss if we do not hear, consider,
discern what is being said by
someone who even thinks some-
thing we have never even consid-
ered before in our whole entire
lives!

Hearing, questioning, contem-
plating — none of these require
accepting. We can encounter dif-
ferences without accepting them.
We can learn about what others
are thinking without incorporat-
ing their thinking into our own.
We can question, deny, disagree,
discard the very notion, become
upset, angry....we can do any or
all of these. The simple truth is:
we cannot do any of those things
legitimately until we understand
what is being said. Lack of under-
standing renders productive com-
munication not only ineffective,
but impossible. That is the basis of
the science of communication.

We are fortunate to reside
in a country where we also can
think for ourselves about virtu-
ally every single thing. We not
only can think, but we can believe
and accept what makes the most
sense to us. This is why a primary
component of the science of com-
munication is critical thinking.
Just because I hear it or read it
does not necessarily equate to truth
(another one of those slippery
words). Sometimes recognizing or
even finding truth can be difficult.
Guess it depends on how badly we
want it.

Now, that is a very cursory look

at the science of communication;
how about the art of it? Well, that
is maybe a bit simpler. The art
involves the 7 Cs: clear, concise,
concrete, correct, coherent, and
courteous. If we desire honest and
meaningful communication, each
of those words will help us get
there. A person can try really hard
to cover all 7 Cs in his discourse,
but if he is speaking to someone
who already “knows exactly what
I think™ or one who hears but does
not listen, then attempting honest
discourse is in vain.

Here’s the thing: Communica-
tion is always a two-way ven-
ture — at minimum one speaker
(writer) and one listener (reader).
If I merely want to state what I
think, or force another to think
exactly like I do (that might be a
somewhat scary proposition), I can
choose that route. I can repeat ad
nauseam, I can yell and drown out
any other voice, I can browbeat,
threaten, coerce, or shun you, but I
cannot refer to that as communica-
tion. And about those 7 Cs, the last
one is courteous. How about if we
cannot be courteous, let’s agree to
never accept or settle for anything
less than being civil.

bkreigh@adamswells.com

Editor’s Note: This is one of a series
of articles and opinions written by a
group of retired and current teachers —
LaNae Abnet, Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh,
Kathy Schwartz, and Anna Spalding.
Their intent is to spur discussions at the
dinner table and elsewhere. You may also
voice your thoughts and reactions via The
News-Banner’s letters to editor.

- s

BHS senior artists ready for high school art exhibit

Art by Wells County high school artists will be on exhibit from April 28 to May 1 at the
Wells County Commerce & Visitors Center, with an public Open House on Sunday, April
28, from 1 to 4 p.m. Hosting the event and providing prizes will be the members of the
Beta Phi chapter of Tri Kappa. Bluffton High School seniors having items in the exhibit
left to right in the front row are Zach Pemberton, Taylor McFarren, Jordan Troyer, Jacob
Chenard, Issiah San Juan, Allyeha Brubaker and Madison Smith while behind them are
Katelyn Bedwell, Caleb Dailey, Elsie Schaden, Keturah Bradford, Isa Rhoderick, Zoe
Morrison and Tyrah Shaw. Vicki VanMatre is their instructor. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

Jefferson Homemakers Club holds April meeting at Ossian Library

President Mary Ann Rip-
perger opened the meeting
by thanking Judy Kaehr and
Carol Baker for hosting the
April meeting at the Ossian
Library.

The thought of the month
was: When a person offends
you, climb over to his side
of the fence. The exercise
will do you good and the
view will be different.

The inspiration was
given by Carol reading
from “God’s Little Devo-
tion Book for Women” on
the subject of ‘Those who
bring sunshine to the lives
of others cannot keep it
from themselves’ as based
on Galatians 6:7.

The pledge to the Ameri-
can Flag was recited by all
as well as the Homemakers
Creed.

Thirteen ladies respond-
ed to “What Spring flowers
are blooming in your yard?”
Nearly all had something
blooming — even dandeli-
ons!

Mary Ann asked how
many saw the eclipse and
each was amazed at this full
eclipse.

Sharon Jump gave a
short lesson on how much
each adult should drink in
water per day regarding
eight glasses which is nor-
mal. Her information made
it very clear that other lig-
uids can count toward the
eight glasses.

Carol Baker read the
March minutes and they
were accepted. Margie Huss
gave the treasurer’s report
and it also was accepted.
The club collection was
taken for paying five cents
for each letter in ECLIPSE
and a voluntary collec-
tion was taken for Nickels
for Leadership/Coins for
Friendship.

Mary Ann read “Six
Little Stories With Lots of
Meaning”. They illustrated

faith, trust, hope, confi-
dence, love, and attitude.

Cards were signed and
sent to four club ladies hav-
ing varied health issues.

Lesley Tillman was
wished Happy 63rd Anni-
versary which was on April
1.

Cultural Arts Happen-
ing in the Area: April 27
there will be a Dan’s Fish
Fry for Bethlehem Luther-
an Church, and the Ossian
Baptist Church will host
a free Ladies Brunch on
Saturday, May 4, from 10
a.m. to noon at the Church.
All ladies of all ages of the
community are welcome to
attend.

Mary Ann thanked Jean
Reef for leading the March
meeting in her absence.

New Business:

Mary Ann went over
some of the business which
took place at the last Execu-
tive Board meeting of the
County.

Mary Ann has informa-
tion on the Home and Fam-
ily Conference to be held
June 10-12 at Noblesville,
IN. You may see her or use
the website, or she will give
you a copy.

Homemaker’s Festival

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN « 260°724*SHOW

Unsung_Hero
Thursday, April 25th 6pm
Friday, April 26th 6pm & 8:40pm
Saturday, April 27th 2:30pm, 5:15pm & 8pm
Sunday, April 28th 2pm & 4:40pm

Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire
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Friday, April 26th 8:50pm
Saturday, April 27th 7:45pm
Sunday, April 28th 4:50pm

Kung Fu Panda 4
Friday, April 26th 6:20pm
Saturday, April 27th 2:45pm & 5:30pm
Sunday, April 28th 2:20pm

\ www.abcinemainc.com I
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is May 6, with registration
at 5:30 p.m. and the pro-
gram beginning at 6 p.m.
The menu will be meatloaf,
mashed potatoes and gravy,
green beans, rolls, and poke
cake at a cost of $15. Res-
ervation deadline is May
9 by sending $15 payable
to Wells County Extension
Homemakers, Treasurer,
Jean Reef, 604 N. Melching,
Ossian, IN 46777.

Mary Ann reminded us
that Homemaker of the Year
nominations was due recent-
ly to the Extension Office.

Molly will also be giving
a free lesson on air frying
on May 6 at 2 p.m. at Wash-
ington Park Pavilion which
you must register for also by
calling 824-6069.

Mary Ann gave a travel
lesson on Ireland as she

and her daughter Rhonda
recently toured. The terrain
is basically full of stones
and lots of hills which are a
rich green. They were there
on St. Patrick’s Day which
was special with a parade,
etc. The people are friendly,
everything is very clean, no
trash, they recycle every-
thing. The richest land is in
Northern Ireland. The aver-
age farm is 10 acres. The
Cliffs are at the ocean side,
the land is rocky and the
fences are made out of all
this rock. The houses are in
high rise, next to each other,
and each home has a differ-
ent colored door and houses
are brightly colored — very
pretty and unique!

One-half of the citizens
live in Dublin, poor people
live off the land. They use

WM[N]E

: Mattress & Furniture

'@X I'OP

- o S TR R A A T Y]

Family Owned
& Operated

Amy & Tracy Houtz
260-227-2145

7824 Bluffton Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN

Best Selection
Incredible Savings

By Appointment:
Tues - Wed - Thurs

Showroom Open:
Fri & Sat 11am - 4pm

double deck buses, and
horse drawn carriages. Pubs
and restaurants serve a lot of
fish — mostly cod and had-
dock. They walked up seven
stories in a castle where the
Blarney Stone is (kissing the
Blarney Stone is supposed
to bring you good luck).
Rhonda did it but it is a very
hard maneuver to be able to

doit.

They had a great time
and a wonderful vacation!
Mary Ann gave a great trav-
elogue!

The next meeting of
the Jefferson Club will
be Wednesday, May 8, at
1 p.m. at the Library in
Ossian. Guests are welcome
to attend!

LANDSCAPE

SPOTLIGHTS &
FLOOD LIGHTS

INDICATOR
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

WAC

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

AUDIO
S- VIDEO 1421 Manchester St.,
SECURITY
NETWORKING Decatur, IN

WALKWAY

AREA LIGHTING

% block west of U.S. 27 North

260-724-2276 - www.icav.us [i
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UN calls for investigation into mass graves at Gaza hospitals raided by Israel

By EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS
(AP) — The United Nations
called Tuesday for “a
clear, transparent and cred-
ible investigation” of mass
graves uncovered at two
major hospitals in war-torn
Gaza that were raided by
Israeli troops.

Credible investiga-
tors must have access to
the sites, U.N. spokes-
man Stephane Dujarric
told reporters, and added
that more journalists need
to be able to work safely
in Gaza to report on the
facts.

Earlier Tuesday, U.N.
human rights chief Volker
Tiirk said he was “horri-
fied” by the destruction of
the Shifa medical center in
Gaza City and Nasser Hos-
pital in the southern city of
Khan Younis as well as the

reported discovery of mass
graves in and around the
facilities after the Israelis
left.

He called for indepen-
dent and transparent investi-
gations into the deaths, say-
ing that “given the prevail-
ing climate of impunity, this
should include international
investigators.”

“Hospitals are entitled
to very special protection
under international human-
itarian law,” Tiirk said.
“And the intentional kill-
ing of civilians, detainees
and others who are ‘hors
de combat’ (incapable of
engaging in combat) is a
war crime.”

U.S. State Depart-
ment spokesman Vedant
Patel on Tuesday called
the reports of mass graves
at the hospitals “incred-
ibly troubling” and said
U.S. officials have asked

the Israeli government for
information.

The Israeli military said
its forces exhumed bodies
that Palestinians had buried
earlier as part of its search
for the remains of hostages
captured by Hamas during
its Oct. 7 attack that trig-
gered the war. The military
said bodies were examined
in a respectful manner and
those not belonging to Israe-
li hostages were returned to
their place.

The Israeli military says
it killed or detained hun-
dreds of militants who had
taken shelter inside the two
hospital complexes, claims
that could not be indepen-
dently verified.

The Palestinian civil
defense in the Gaza Strip
said Monday that it had
uncovered 283 bodies from
a temporary burial ground
inside the main hospital in

Khan Younis that was built
when Israeli forces were
besieging the facility last
month. At the time, people
were not able to bury the
dead in a cemetery and dug
graves in the hospital yard,
the group said.

The civil defense said
some of the bodies were
of people killed during the
hospital siege. Others were
killed when Israeli forces
raided the hospital.

Palestinian health offi-
cials say the hospital raids
have destroyed Gaza’s
health sector as it tries to
cope with the mounting toll
from over six months of
war.

The issue of who could
or should conduct an inves-
tigation remains in ques-
tion.

For the United Nations
to conduct an investiga-
tion, one of its major bodies

Wells Court Docket

would have to authorize it,
Dujarric said.

“I think it’s not for any-
one to prejudge the results
or who would do it,” he
said. “I think it needs to be
an investigation where there
is access and there is cred-
ibility.”

The chief prosecutor of
the International Criminal
Court, Karim Khan, said
after visiting Israel and the
West Bank in December
that a probe by the court
into possible crimes by
Hamas militants and Israeli
forces “is a priority for my
office.”

The discovery of the
graves “is another reason
why we need a cease-fire,
why we need to see an end
to this conflict, why we
need to see greater access
for humanitarians, for
humanitarian goods, greater
protection for hospitals” and

for the release of Israeli hos-
tages, Dujarric said Mon-
day.

In the Hamas attack that
launched the war, mili-
tants killed about 1,200
people, mostly civilians,
and abducted around 250
hostages. Israel says the
militants are still holding
around 100 hostages and
the remains of more than 30
others.

In response, Israel’s air
and ground offensive in
Gaza, aimed at eliminating
Hamas, has killed more than
34,000 Palestinians, accord-
ing to local health officials,
around two-thirds of them
children and women. It has
devastated Gaza’s two larg-
est cities, created a humani-
tarian crisis and led around
80% of the territory’s popu-
lation to flee to other parts
of the besieged coastal
enclave.

KEEP YOUR CAR RUNNING ...

(Continued from Page 3)

The committee showed $13,450
in contributions, $198 in unitem-
ized contributions, $5,619.256 in
itemized expenditures and ended
the period with $8,028.75 in cash on
hand. The committee had no debt.

Itemized contributions were from
Brandon Harnish, Bluffton, $500;
Trout Moser, Bluffton, $300; Steve
Huggins Bluffton, $1,000; Jordan
Stogdill, Bluffton, $400; Tim and
Lisa McCormick, Bluffton, $200;
Greg O’Brien, Evansville, $200;
Kurt Heidenreich, Fort Wayne, $200;
Kerry and Laura Roberts, Bluffton,
$100; Josh and Stacy Hunt, Bluffton,
$100; Dr. Bart Hott, Bluffton, $800;
Jill Shelton, Markle, $400; Lesley
Gaskill, Bluffton, $200; Phillip Beer
Noblesville, $1,600; Ryan and April
Schisler Bluffton, $200; Ibrahim Y.
Swidan, Indianapolis, $1,600; Clayton
Hamilton, Poneto, $250; Todd Fiech-
ter, Bryant, $200; Ron Turpin, Fort
Wayne, $1,000; Conor Jackson, Bluff-
ton, $400; Denny Fry, Bluffton, $250;
Yergy’s State Road BBQ, Bluffton,
$500; RTZ Services, Ossian, $800;
Hiday Automotive, Bluffton, $800;
Midstates Energy Solutions, Bluffton,
$400; Fiechter Farms, Bluffton, $400;
Working Every Night and Day for You
PAC, Bethesda, Maryland, $250; and

Indiana Technical Installations Bluff-
ton, $400.

Itemized expenditures were
$38.35 to First Bank of Berne for
checks, $2,000 to Treeboy Produc-
tions for videography, $491 to Tera
Nuttle for bar tending services, $600
to Yergy’s State Road BBQ, $200 to
Hunt Club for venue rental, $1,000
to the Wells County GOP for a Lin-
coln Day ad and $1,290 to A.G.E.
Graphics for printing services.

* Seth Whicker for County Coun-
cil; Seth Whicker, Republican for
County Council, At-Large.

The committee showed $5,798
cash on hand, $1,857.28 in contribu-
tions, $6,981.56 in expenditures and
concluded the reporting period with
$674.72 in cash on hand. There was
one outstanding debt of $500.

Itemized contributions were from
John Whicker for Mayor of Bluff-
ton, $1,857.28.

Itemized expenditures were
$283.65 for New Haven Print for
printing, $300 for Facebook adver-
tising, $350 to Parlor City Apparel
for t-shirts, $22.20 to Farmers and
Merchants State Bank, $5,500 to
Carrie and Seth Whicker for the
repayment of personal campaign
expenses and $48.56 to Vista Print
for printing services.

The following committees filed
reports showing no cash on hand,
receipts or contributions, expendi-
tures, or outstanding debt:

e Committee to Elect Scott Elzey;
Scott Elzey, Republican for County
Council, At-Large.

e Hoosiers for Blake Gerber;
Blake Gerber, Republican for Coun-
ty Commissioner, District 2.

* The Committee to Elect Pam
Gregory; Pam Gregory, Republican
for Treasurer.

e Committee to Re-Elect Hahn
for Surveyor; Jarrod Hahn, Republi-
can for Surveyor.

* Brian Hollingsworth for Coun-
cil; Brian Hollingsworth, Democrat
for County Council, At-Large.

e Heath Schlagenhauf for Coun-
ty Council; Heath Schlagenhauf,
Republican for County Council, At-
Large.

e Rina Stuck for Recorder; Rina
Stuck, Republican for Recorder.

For the pre-primary period, the
committee showed no cash on hand,
no receipts or contributions and no
expenditures. The committee had
no outstanding debt and concluded
the reporting period with no cash on
hand.

e Cliff for Coroner; Cliff Thomas,
Republican for Coroner.
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Celebrating arts

Southern Wells Elemen-
tary School hosts its
Related Arts night,
featuring hundreds of
various art projects

from students across
multiple hallways and
classrooms. There were
musical performances,
art and science fair, and
physical fithess activities
that all students could
take part in. (Photos pro-
vided)

Both bodies found five days after
kayaks capsized going over a
dangerous dam in Indianapolis

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The body of
a second man has been found in the White
River, five days after he and another kay-
aker capsized in turbulent waters at the rem-
nants of a dam, authorities said Tuesday.

The body of Marcus Robinson, 30, was
recovered near Indianapolis' 10th Street
Bridge, several hours after a passerby spot-
ted the body of Solomon Shirley, 22, near
the city's Michigan Street bridge, the Indi-
ana Department of Natural Resources' law
enforcement division said.

A witness saw both Indianapolis men
being thrown into the river on April 17
when they traveled over the remnants of the
16th Street dam. These "low-head" dams

run all the way across a waterway and are
designed so that the water constantly flows
over them. They're known as "drowning
machines" because the water is deceptive-
ly calm upstream, but a turbulent circular
backwash can form on the downstream side,
particularly when water levels are high.

"We had just had a ton of rain, and so the
water was very high. They got too close to
the dam, got caught in the current and went
over," said Lt. Angela Goldman, a state con-
servation officer.

Conservation officers had searched the
river and its shoreline while also conducting
aerial searches with drones and a helicopter,
the DNR said.
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CHOICE HOTELS 2024 GOLD AWARD WINNER!

The Comfort Inn Hotel in Bluffton, Indiana Wins Prestigious 2024 Gold Award from Choice Hotels

Las Vegas, NV May, 1, 2024 — The Comfort Inn hotel of Bluffton, Indiana has been recognized with
a prestigious 2023 Gold Award by Choice Hotels International, Inc. (NYSE: CHH), one of the world’s
leading lodging franchisors.

The Gold Award designation is awarded to the top 10% of hotels within the brand, representing

a tremendous accomplishment. As one of the top tier properties operating under the Comfort

Inn flag, the hotel has demonstrated an exceptional focus on guest satisfaction and dedication to
superior service. Award criteria are evaluated by Choice Hotels through its official property ranking
reports.

Justin Osborn GM

The Comfort Inn hotel participates in Choice Privileges, the award-winning rewards program where
members earn points on eligible charges during their stay, which can be redeemed for reward
nights at nearly 7,500 hotels across 22 brands located in 47 countries and territories worldwide. With
the Choice Privileges Mastercard and Choice Privileges Select Mastercard, members can earn more
points faster, including on everyday purchases.

Choice Hotels, with a franchise-first focus and an industry-leading retention rate, has been commit-
ted to providing its hotel owners with the support they need to succeed since it launched the coun-
try’s first hotel chain in 1941. Today, Choice offers franchisees a suite of cutting-edge cloud-based
solutions, including the choiceEDGE guest reservation platform and the choiceADVANTAGE prop-
erty management system to help franchisees effectively manage room rates, distribution channels,
and inventory. Additionally, Choice University, the most widely awarded learning program in the
hospitality industry, delivers customized and always evolving learning and development resources.
From pre-opening to grand opening and every day forward, Choice provides hotel owners with
best-in-class resources to help them maximize the return on their investment.

For more information or to make a reservation at this award-winning hotel, visit www.choicehotels.
com/in388.

About Choice Hotels®

Choice Hotels International, Inc. (NYSE: CHH) is one of the largest lodging franchisors in the world.
The challenger in upscale and a leader in midscale and extended stay, Choice® has over 7,500
hotels, representing more than 630,000 rooms, in 46 countries and territories. A diverse portfolio
of 22 brands that range from full-service upper upscale properties to midscale, extended stay and
economy enables Choice® to meet travelers'needs in more places and for more occasions while
driving more value for franchise owners and shareholders. The award-winning Choice Privileges®
rewards program and co-brand credit card options provide members with a fast and easy way to
earn reward nights and personalized perks. For more information, visit www.choicehotels.com.

© 2024 Choice Hotels International, Inc. All rights reserved.
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May 4, 6 p.m.

Tribute
Quartet

Open Seating: $15 at door, plus an offering

May 18, 6 p.m.

Double Header!

Open Seating: $20 at door, plus an offering

o

June 22,6 p.m.
Jeff & Sheri '

Easter

Open Seating: $15 at door, plus :
an offering

June 29, 6 p.m.
'The Hopp

Reserved Seats: $20 & $25

€rs

October 26, 6 p.m.

The Gospel Barn of Bluffton
20-Year Anniversary Concert Series

April 20, 6 p.m.
Double Header!

rys & Endless Highway

/%

July 13, 6 p.m.

Guardians Quartet

Open Seating: $15 at door, plus
an offering

August 24, 6 p.m.

Greater Vision

Reserved Seats: $25 & $30
Please see info. below

September 7, 6 p.m.
Mark Trammell Qt.

Open Seating: $15 at door, plus
an offering

Double Header!

Gold City Qt.
& Divinity Trio
Reserved Seats: $20 & 25 Please
see info. below

December 7, 4 p.m.
Christmas/Dinner Concert!
Michael Booth & Jim and Melissa Brady

A

Reserved: $45 for dinner and concert.

Season Tickets Available Now! $300 for the entire season. Includes Har-
mony Club membership, a VIP, reserved seat for every concert and a $50
food voucher for concessions! Call 651.269.2120 for information. Or,

order online at www.thegospelbarnofbluffton.com

ALL Tickets now online at www.thegospelbarnofbluffton.com

Additional Info: General admission/Open Seating Tickets are $15 or $20 each at the door, plus an offering . Premier concerts: The Hoppers, Greater Vision, Gold City and the Christmas
Concert/Banquet are priced as indicated above in the schedule. To order by phone, call Jim at 651.269.2120. To order by mail, send a check to The Gospel Barn of Bluffton, PO Box 4,

Delphi, IN 46923. Sorry, no refunds. Schedule may change. Visit our web site: www:thegospelbarnofbluffton.com. The Gospel Barn of Bluffton is located in Hope Missionary Church

at 429 E. Dustman Road in Bluffton, IN 46714. (Please do not contact the church. Use PO Box 4 or the 651.269.2120 for all inquiries.) ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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www.stanleysteemer.com - 1-800-STEEMER - 260-724.7377

260.353.1099
www.themandfstore.com

915 N. Main St., Ste. D
Bluffton, IN 46714

THE MATTRESS +\FURNITURE STORE
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Select Items
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liftichairsiel
Recliners!
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Home\e*Stretch

DOOR

SALES & SERVICE

All makes & models « broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher o Sales: Carl Fisher

j c's GARAGE\

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callusat 824-3262

Collier’s==-
|“COMFORT SERVICES INC.

260-622-6622

ColliersComfort.com

Don’t waste your tax dollars—the furnace isn’t free.
At Collier’s you get honest, upfront pricing.

------------ 1

age oY
Collier’s== !
COMFORT SERVICES INC. |
| Lennox 14 SEER A/C & 96% EFFE. Furnace 1

Starting at $ 9 1 9 9 1

RECEIVE A FREE MERV 11 AIR FILTER & CABINET, AND
| \WAVE AIR PURIFIER WITH A 10-YEAR WARRANTY ON |
FURNACE AND A/C REPLACEMENT

liersComfort.com | 260-622-6622 "

Not valid with any other offer or combined with other sales or

I promotions. Offer valid through 4/15/2024. I
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~PADDLEFISH

solar project

Susan Poper - Local Representative X
201 E. Market St., Suite 3

Bluffton, IN 46714

Office Hours: By appointment only

info@paddlefishsolar.com

@ edf-re.com/project/
paddlefish-solar-project/

§ (260)355-5951
E] facebook.com/PaddlefishSolar

POGLERS

LAWN SERVICE
Insured Owner & Operator

DAVYNISRRAVINGIE:

BERMIEIZATION

KIRK POTTER
260-820-0437

SIMON'S

MANUFACTURING

Make Your Yard & Patio More Attractive

Steps and Rails Manufactured in Berne, IN

- Steps

- 100's of Yard Ornaments
- Patio Blocks & Edging

- Concrete Benches - Mail Box Posts
- Bird Baths - Planters

U.S. 27 South, Berne, IN « 260-589-3223

- Fountains & Statuary
- Strawberry Jars
- Splash Blocks

HOURS: 9 A.M.-5 PM.

Serving Bluffton Since 1933 @
4™ Generation Experience @ @

Get Ready for Hot
Weather with a

SPRING
CHECKUR!

Check Out Our
Air Conditioning
or Furnace Units

ﬁmm St dam’

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Heatl & (-nr
" 824-0228 Condmomna

219E. Perry St. Bluffton

Arnold Lumber Co.

Decatur, Indiana

° gl_l_l_ljServg_ggLumber ard)

¢ Kitchens) New,Homes) FA B R A L
andjRemodels METAL WALL AND ROOF SYSTEMS

DY Garagggand| Complete,Bole;Barn Packages;~Erected)

oryMaterials)Only;

DY Doors,,Wlndkogand[decks “Repalr,gyl{eplacement

D) Free;Roofg'l‘op‘)l)ehv‘er)ywrth|Shmgle Burchase,
s -

Check: Us; Qut:
on Fagg,l?,gok

1’.—&0

Hours: Mon-Thur 7AM-5PM « Fri 7AM-4:30PM - Sat 7AM-11:30PM
425 S. Winchester St. « 260-724-3108 - Fax 260-724-4505

0’3’442’0@ |

| IWE=2TIRES =2
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PLETE AUTO SERVICE

BLUFFTON TIRE ING.

1308 S. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON - 824-0418
- WWW.BLUFFTONTIRE.COM

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00



Tigers win MS track meet
over Heritage, Jay County

Bluffton won Monday night’s track meet
against Heritage and Jay County.

The Tiger boys scored an 88 for the night,
Heritage 42 and Jay County 14. The girls
scored a 71, Heritage 52 and Jay County 22.

Event winners were:

Boys

e Davin Drayer in the high jump at 5-0.

* Wyatt Holmes in the shot put at 36-6.50.

* Cooper Jenkins in the shot put at 117-4.

e Dawson Lee in the long jump at
17-11.50, in the 100m with a time of 13.09
and in the 200m with a time of 26.82.

¢ Deacon Yates, Andy Baumgartner, Croy
Stout and Maddox White in the 4x800m
relay with a time of 10:43.55.

e Asher Kinsley, Braelon Terry, Lee and
Drayer in the 4x100m relay with a time of
5143.

* Chase Kistler in the 400m with a time
of 1:00.81.

* White in the 800m with a time of 2:28.

e White, Drayer, Messiah Bowlin and
Kistler in the 4x400m relay with a time of
4:13.92.

Girls

* Cora Kunkel in the high jump at 4-8 and
in the 1600m with a time of 5:55.

* Kunkel, Abby Ramseyer, Addison Son-
nigsen and Grace Fry in the 4x800m relay
with a time of 11:22.24.

e Stout in the 1600m with a time of 5:38.

¢ Fry in the 800m with a time of 2:48.

* Ramseyer, Sonnigsen, Kunkel and Fry
in the 4x400m relay with a time of 4:52.54.

Knights defeat Raiders
in boys’, girls’ track meet
Both Norwell Middle School track

teams were victorious over Southern Wells
at home Monday night.

The boys took a 77-32 and the girls won
76-33.

Top performers were:

Boys

« Stellen Davis in the shot put at 32-9.

e Chris Misch in the sdiscus at 133-6.

e Tyler Zent in the pole Vault at 7-0.

e Hudson Petrie in the 800m with a time
of 2:21.79.

* Roman Meyer in the 200m hurdles
with a time of 31.38.

e Miles Daughtery in the 1600m with a
time of 5:23.

* Lance Meriweather in the 200m with a
time of 26.83.

* The 400m relay team with a time of
51.42.

* The 1600m relay team with a time of
4:06.

e Cyndall Pyle in the shot put at 27-5.

* Alicia Harris in the discus at 60-5.

* Macy Oatess in the high jump at 4-4.

e Mia Kurtz in the pole vault at 7-0, in
the 100m with a time of 13.64, in the 800m
with a time of 2:34 and in the 200m with a
time of 28.75.

e Adalynn Fausz in the 100m hurdles
with a time of 18.67.

e The 400m relay team with a time of
56.91.

e Ashley Tucker in the 400m with a time
of 1:06.07 and in the 1600m with a time of
5:57.

Knights fall to Eagles
in MS golf match

Norwell’s golf team split with a loss on
Friday to Churubusco and a win against
Bluffton on Monday.

In the Churubusco match, the Knights

High School Calendar

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24

GIRLS TENNIS: Bluffton at Huntington
North, 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Norwell at Bellmont, 5:30
p.m.; Southern Wells at Daleville, 5 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 25

BASEBALL: Bellmont at Norwell, 5:30
p.m.; Woodlan at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.; Southern
Wells at Heritage, 5 p.m.

BOYS GOLF: Southern Wells at Wabash,
5p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Bellmont at Norwell, 4:30
p.m.; Bluffton at Wayne, 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Woodlan at Bluffton, 5:30
p.m.; Southern Wells at Heritage, 5:30 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Northfield at
Southern Wells, 5 p.m.; Adams Central, Jay
County at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 26

BASEBALL: Carroll at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.
GIRLS TENNIS: Blackhawk Christian at
Norwell 4:30 p.m.; Southwood at Bluffton, 5

p.m.

SOFTBALL: Heritage at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.;
Bluffton at Southern Wells, 5 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Norwell,
Bluffton at South Adams Invitational, 5:30
p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 27

BASEBALL: Southern Wells at UC Dylan
Williams Memorial at Union City, 9 a.m.; Nor-
well at Heritage, 10 a.m.

BOYS GOLF: Canterbury Invitational, 8:30
a.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Bluffton at DeKalb, 9 a.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Daleville, 10 a.m.;
Southern Wells at Dylan Williams Memorial at
Union City, 10 a.m.

Caitlin Clark to sign new Nike
deal valued at 8 years $28 million

Caitlin Clark appears to be on the cusp of
setting another record.

The most prolific scorer in NCAA Divi-
sion I history and the
No. 1 overall pick in
the WNBA draft will
continue her asso-
ciation with Nike by
signing a $28 mil-
lion contract that
spans eight years and
includes a signature
shoe.

The Wall Street
Journal and The Ath-
letic reported the

pending deal, citing
unnamed people familiar with the nego-
tiations between the sportswear giant and
Clark’s agents.

Excel Sports Management, which repre-
sents Clark, declined to comment. Nike did
not immediately respond to a request for
comment from The Associated Press.

Clark’s initial name, image and likeness
deal, signed in 2022, expired at the end of
the 2023-24 season.

The new deal would

Caitlin Clark

WSIJ.

Clark earned about $3 million in NIL
money at lowa with deals she has had with
State Farm, Gatorade and others, according
to On3.com.

Clark’s agents were working on the new
Nike contract even before she announced
she would turn pro instead of return to lowa
for a fifth season under the COVID-19
exemption offered to players in college dur-
ing the 2020 pandemic season.

After averaging 31.6 points and leading
the Hawkeyes to a second straight national
championship game, Clark was drafted No.
1 by the Indiana Fever on April 15. She’ll
earn a $76,000 salary as a rookie.

She’s been the main driver for the dra-
matic uptick in women’s basketball interest
with her mix of deep 3-point shots, flashy
thread-the-needle passes and overall court
presence. A women’s basketball-record
18.9 million viewers watched Iowa’s loss
to South Carolina in the NCAA title game,
and a WNBA-record 2.45 million watched
the draft.

Of the Fever’s 40 games this season,
36 will be nationally televised, and ticket

sales have skyrocketed

be the richest spon-
sorship contract for a
women’s basketball
player.

Under Armour and
Adidas also partici-
pated in contract dis-
cussions with Clark’s

around the league.

Her marketability is
enhanced by her pol-
ished performances in
media settings, and her
surprise appearance on
“Saturday Night Live”
two weeks ago was

team in February,

according to the WSJ

and Athletic. Puma also showed some inter-
est but walked away when told the bidding
would start at $3 million per year, according
to the WSJ.

Clark received offers of $16 million over
four years from Under Armour and $6 mil-
lion over four years from Adidas, with both
including a signature shoe, according to the

widely acclaimed and
exposed her to an even
wider audience.

The reported eight-year contract with
Nike shows the sportswear giant’s com-
mitment. At 22, Clark could play well
over a decade in the WNBA and she could
be on the U.S. roster for the Olympics in
Paris this year, in Los Angeles in 2028 and
Brisbane, Australia, in 2032.
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Norwell’s track and field teams won the Joe Mahnensmith Invitational at Garrett Friday night,
winning both of the maroon division titles. Above, both the boys’ and the girls’ teams pose with

their trophy. (Photo provided)

fell 97-205 at Eel River Golf Course on Fri-
day.

Illiyana Sailors was the top scorer, who
shot a 47.

Against Bluffton at Timber Ridge Golf
Course, the Knights and Tigers did not pro-
vide a score. Rafe Gerber of Bluffton was
the medalist at 39, while Isaiah Goeglein of
Norwell was the top scorer for the Knights.

Knight girls draw, boys fall
against Woodside in soccer

Norwell’s middle school soccer teams
competed against Woodside Monday night.

The boys lost 6-0, while the girls drew
0-0. Maggi Neuenschwander and Phoenix
Whitsitt were the goaltenders for the shut-
out.

On Tuesday night, the boys drew 1-1
with Bellmont. Cooper Nagel scored the
goal for the Knights.

The girls lost 5-0.

Knights fall to Lions
in JV softball game

Norwell’s junior varsity softball team
lost 18-7 to Leo on the road Monday night.

The Knights only had two hits, but took
advantage of three Lions’ errors and nine
walks.

Bria Reinhard and Alli Crow had the
lone hits, whole Carli Fausz and Kaitlee
Reinhard had the RBI. Brielle Foss had two
walks.

Fausz was charged with the loss.

Chicago Bears GM Ryan Poles
says “Tune in on Thursday’
for No. 1 overall pick at the

By ANDREW
SELIGMAN
AP Sports Writer
LAKE FOREST,
Il. (AP) — The Chi-
cago Bears know who
they’re taking with the
No. 1 pick in the NFL
draft and so does just
about everyone else too.
General manager
Ryan Poles just wasn’t
ready to announce it’s
Caleb Williams on

es. He threw for 3,333
yards, 30 touchdowns
and five interceptions
in 12 games. He did
not play in the Holiday
Bowl.

The Bears have
been eyeing Williams
throughout the draft
process. They met with
him at the combine and
spent a few days with
him leading into his pro
day in Los Angeles.

Tuesday. He opted to
leave that to commis-
sioner Roger Goodell on Thursday night.

“So unfortunately it’s one of those things
I think everyone’s got to tune in on Thurs-
day to watch and figure out, but I feel really
good about our process and where we are
and where we’re headed,” Poles said, smil-
ing. “So we know what we’re going to do
but everyone is going to have to wait until
Thursday to go there.”

Barring a massive surprise, the Bears will
kick off the draft by grabbing the 2022 Heis-
man Trophy winner and setting themselves
on a course they hope takes them to the top
of the NFL. They also have the ninth over-
all pick as well as a third-rounder (75) and a
fourth-rounder (122).

Chicago has been the likely landing spot
for Williams since he announced in an Ins-
tagram post in January that he was leaving
USC and turning pro.

The Bears are in this position thanks to
a blockbuster trade last year with Carolina.
Chicago sent the No. 1 pick in 2023 to the
Panthers for receiver DJ Moore and their
first-rounder this year. Carolina finished
with a league-worst 2-15 mark.

Williams checks all the boxes with his
arm strength and ability to avoid defenders.
He can extend plays and make throws on
the run as well as in the pocket — an area
where former starter Justin Fields struggled.

Williams had 93 touchdowns and 14
interceptions during three seasons at Okla-
homa and USC. He threw for 72 TDs and
just 10 interceptions in two years with the
Trojans. He also showed the ability to run
with 27 rushing touchdowns in college.

Williams followed coach Lincoln Riley
from Norman to Los Angeles and won the
Heisman in 2022. Williams threw for 4,537
yards, 42 touchdowns and five interceptions
to lift USC from four wins in 2021 to 11 and
an appearance in the Cotton Bowl.

Williams put up big numbers again last
season while the Trojans struggled to an 8-5
record with one of the nation’s worst defens-

Williams also made
a top 30 visit to Halas
Hall and got to have dinner with some of
the team’s players, including linebacker T.J.
Edwards.

“You get to know people and how they fit
in the culture and things like that,” Edwards
said. “At the end of the day once we get
people here and once whoever is signed will
be here, we’ll hit the ground running with
that.”

Poles said the feedback about Williams
he got from the players at the dinner was
positive.

“I think it just confirmed a lot of infor-
mation that we got,” he said. “You know,
there’s a kind of test to where his football
understanding is. That part, getting him with
some of our players. That’s important to us.
We’re in a really good place with our culture
in our locker room. As much as I can I want
those guys a part of the process of building
this team. I trust their feedback and I think
that chemistry is really important so that’s
why we did that.”

The Bears are 10-24 in two seasons
under Poles and coach Matt Eberflus. But
after going 7-10 last season, they believe
they are poised to take another big step.

Williams would have two star receiv-
ers to work with in Moore and the recently
acquired Keenan Allen as well as two pro-
ductive tight ends in Cole Kmet and new-
comer Gerald Everett. He has big goals,
saying on The Pivot Podcast that he hopes
to spend 20 years with one team and chase
Tom Brady’s record seven Super Bowl
wins.

“I love it,” Poles said. “I think we all
should have huge goals. We have huge goals
here — win multiple championships. And
that’s what we shoot for. You’re more inten-
tional when you have these goals, you have
to live a certain way, you have to practice a
certain way, you have to go about your busi-
ness a certain way in order to accomplish
those. If everything else is in line under-
neath that, that gets me excited.”

Thanle You for VotingUs | | = STEFFEN
s st Bllasa 0o By Riizassssd A
(OnelofithelBestiPlacestodBuylEurniture!}

S 1 st T g i) M ‘ F RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL

Hours: Mon. - Tues. 10-6 - Thurs. - Fri. 10-6  Sat 10-3
915 N. Main St., Ste. D - Bluffton
260.353.1099 - themandfstore.com

THE MATTRESS + FURNITURE STORE
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BASKETBALL
NBA

FIRST ROUND
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Eastern Conference
Milwaukee 1, Indiana 0

Sunday, April 21: Milwaukee 109,
Indiana 94

Tuesday, April 23: Indiana 125, Mil-
waukee 108

Friday, April 26: Milwaukee at Indi-
ana, 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 28: Milwaukee at Indi-
ana, 7 p.m.

x-Tuesday, April 30: Indiana at Mil-
waukee, TBA

x-Thursday, May 2: Milwaukee at
Indiana, TBA

x-Saturday, May 4: Indiana at Mil-
waukee, TBA

Boston 1, Miami 0

Sunday, April 21: Boston 114, Miami

94

Wednesday, April 24: Miami at Bos-
ton, 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 27: Boston at Miami,

6 p.m.
Monday, April 29: Boston at Miami,
TBA

x-Wednesday, May 1: Miami at Bos-
ton, TBA

x-Friday, May 3: Boston at Miami,
TBA

x-Sunday, May 5: Miami at Boston,
TBA
Cleveland 2, Orlando 0
Saturday, April 20: Cleveland 97,
Orlando 83
Monday, April 22: Cleveland 96,
Orlando 86
Thursday, April 25: Cleveland at
Orlando, 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 27: Cleveland at
Orlando, 1 p.m.
x-Tuesday, April 30: Orlando at
Cleveland, TBA
x-Friday, May 3: Cleveland at
Orlando, TBA
x-Sunday, May 5: Orlando at Cleve-
land, TBA
New York 2, Philadelphia 0
Saturday, April 20: New York 111,
Philadelphia 104
Monday, April 22: New York 104,
Philadelphia 101
Thursday, April 25: New York at
Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 28: New York at Phila-
delphia, 1 p.m.
x-Tuesday, April 30: Philadelphia at
New York, TBA
x-Thursday, May 2: New York at
Philadelphia, TBA
x-Saturday, May 4: Philadelphia at
New York, TBA
Western Conference
L.A. Clippers 1, Dallas 0
Sunday, April 21: L.A. Clippers 109,
Dallas 97
Tuesday, April 23: Dallas at L.A. Clip-
pers, late
Friday, April 26: L.A. Clippers at Dal-
las, 8 p.m.
Sunday, April 28: L.A. Clippers at
Dallas, 3:30 p.m.
x-Wednesday, May 1: Dallas at L.A.
Clippers, TBA
x-Friday, May 3: L.A. Clippers at
Dallas, TBA
x-Sunday, May 5: Dallas at L.A. Clip-
pers, TBA
Denver 2, L.A. Lakers 0
Saturday, April 20: Denver 114, L.A.
Lakers 103
Monday, April 22: Denver 101, L.A.
Lakers 99
Thursday, April 25: Denver at L.A.
Lakers, 10 p.m.
Saturday, April 27: Denver at L.A.
Lakers, 8:30 p.m.
x-Monday, April 29: L.A. Lakers at
Denver, TBA
x-Thursday, May 2: Denver at L.A.
Lakers, TBA
x-Saturday, May 4: L.A. Lakers at
Denver, TBA
Oklahoma City 1, New Orleans 0
Sunday, April 21: Oklahoma City 94,
New Orleans 92
Wednesday, April 24: New Orleans
at Oklahoma City, 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 27: Oklahoma City at
New Orleans, 3:30 p.m.
Monday, April 29: Oklahoma City at
New Orleans, TBA
x-Wednesday, May 1: New Orleans
at Oklahoma City, TBA
x-Friday, May 3: Oklahoma City at
New Orleans, TBA
x-Sunday, May 5: New Orleans at
Oklahoma City, TBA
Minnesota 2, Phoenix 0
Saturday, April 20: Minnesota 120,
Phoenix 95
Tuesday, April 23: Minnesota 105,
Phoenix 93
Friday, April 26: Minnesota at Phoe-
nix, 10:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 28: Minnesota at Phoe-
nix, 9:30 p.m.
x-Tuesday, April 30: Phoenix at Min-
nesota, TBA
x-Thursday, May 2: Minnesota at
Phoenix, TBA
x-Saturday, May 4: Phoenix at Min-
nesota, TBA

HOCKEY
NHL.

FIRST ROUND
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Carolina 2, N.Y. Islanders 0

Saturday, April 20: Carolina 3, N.Y.
Islanders 1

Monday, April 22: Carolina 5, N.Y.
Islanders 3

Thursday, April 25: Carolina at N.Y.
Islanders, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 27: Carolina at N.Y.
Islanders, 2 p.m.

x-Tuesday, April 30: N.Y. Islanders at
Carolina, TBA

x-Thursday, May 2: Carolina at N.Y.
Islanders, TBA

x-Saturday, May 4: N.Y. Islanders at
Carolina, TBA

Florida 1, Tampa Bay 0

Sunday, April 21: Florida 3, Tampa

Bay 2

y

Tuesday, April 23: Florida 3, Tampa
Bay 2 (OT)

Thursday, April 25: Florida at Tampa
Bay, 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 27: Florida at Tampa
Bay, 5 p.m.

x-Monday, April 29: Tampa Bay at
Florida, TBA

x-Wednesday, May 1: Florida at
Tampa Bay, TBA

x-Saturday, May 4: Tampa Bay at
Florida, TBA

Boston 1, Toronto 1

Saturday, April 20: Boston 5, Toronto

1

Monday, April 22: Toronto 3, Boston
2

Wednesday, April 24: Boston at
Toronto, 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 27: Boston at Toronto,
8

p.m.
Tuesday, April 30: Toronto at Boston,
BA

x-Thursday, May 2: Boston at
Toronto, TBA
x-Saturday, May 4: Toronto at Bos-
ton, TBA
N.Y. Rangers 2, Washington 0
Sunday, April 21: N.Y. Rangers 4,
Washington 1
Tuesday, April 23: N.Y. Rangers 4,
Washington 3
Friday, April 26: N.Y. Rangers at
Washington, 7 p.m.
Sunday, April 28: N.Y. Rangers at
Washington, 8 p.m.
x-Wednesday, May 1: Washington at
N.Y. Rangers, TBA
x-Friday, May 3: N.Y. Rangers at
Washington, TBA
x-Sunday, May 5: Washington at N.Y.
Rangers, TBA
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Winnipeg 1, Colorado 0
Sunday, April 21: Winnipeg 7, Colo-
rado 6
Tuesday, April 23: Colorado at Win-
nipeg, late
Friday, April 26: Winnipeg at Colo-
rado, 10 p.m.
Sunday, April 28: Winnipeg at Colo-
rado, 2:30 p.m.
x-Tuesday, April 30: Colorado at
Winnipeg, TBA
x-Thursday, May 2: Winnipeg at
Colorado, TBA
x-Saturday, May 4: Colorado at Win-
nipeg, TBA
Edmonton 1, Los Angeles 0
Monday, April 22: Edmonton 7, Los
Angeles 4
Wednesday, April 24: Los Angeles at
Edmonton, 10 p.m.
Friday, April 26: Edmonton at Los
Angeles, 10:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 28: Edmonton at Los
Angeles, 10:30 p.m.
x-Wednesday, May 1: Los Angeles at
Edmonton, TBA
x-Friday, May 3: Edmonton at Los
Angeles, TBA
x-Sunday, May 5: Los Angeles at
Edmonton, TBA
Vancouver 1, Nashville 0
Sunday, April 21: Vancouver 4,
Nashville 2
Tuesday, April 23: Nashville at Van-
couver, late
Friday, April 26: Vancouver at Nash-
ville, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 28: Vancouver at
Nashville, 5 p.m.
x-Tuesday, April 30: Nashville at
Vancouver, TBA
x-Friday, May 3: Vancouver at Nash-
ville, TBA
x-Sunday, May 5: Nashville at Van-
couver, TBA
Vegas 1, Dallas 0
Monday, April 22: Vegas 4, Dallas 3
Wednesday, April 24: Vegas at Dal-
las, 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 27: Dallas at Vegas,
10:30 p.m.
Monday, April 29: Dallas at Vegas,
TBA

x-Wednesday, May 1: Vegas at Dal-
las, TBA

x-Friday, May 3: Dallas at Vegas,
TBA

x-Sunday, May 5: Vegas at Dallas,
TBA

BASEBALL
MLB
AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
Baltimore 15 7 .682 —
New York 16 8 .667 —
Boston 13 11 542 3
Toronto 13 11 542 3
TampaBay 12 13 .480 4%

Central Division

W L Pct GB
Cleveland 17 6 .739 —
Detroit 14 10 .583 3%
Kansas City 14 10 .583 3%
Minnesota 9 13 .409 7%
Chicago 3 20 .130 14

West Division

W L Pct GB
Seattle 12 11 522 —
Texas 12 12 500 Y2
LosAngeles 9 14 .391 3
Oakland 9 15 .375 3%
Houston 7 17 292 5%

Monday’s Games
Oakland 2, N.Y. Yankees 0
Detroit 7, Tampa Bay 1

Minnesota 7, Chicago White Sox 0

Toronto 5, Kansas City 3

Baltimore 4, L.A. Angels 2

Tuesday’s Games

Cleveland 4, Boston 1

Detroit 4, Tampa Bay 2

N.Y. Yankees 4, Oakland 3

Kansas City 3, Toronto 2

Chicago Cubs 7, Houston 2

Minnesota 6, Chicago White Sox 5

Seattle 4, Texas 0

Baltimore at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games

Baltimore (Kremer 0-2) at L.A.
Angels (Anderson 2-2), 4:07 p.m.

Boston (Criswell 0-1) at Cleveland
(Carrasco 1-1), 6:10 p.m.

Detroit (Flaherty 0-1) at Tampa Bay
(Armstrong 0-1), 6:50 p.m.

Oakland (Boyle 1-3) at N.Y. Yankees
(Schmidt 1-0), 7:05 p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Crochet 1-3) at
Minnesota (Ryan 0-1), 7:40 p.m.

Houston (Arrighetti 0-2) at Chicago
Cubs (Taillon 1-0), 7:40 p.m.

Toronto (Rodriguez 0-0) at Kansas
City (Marsh 3-0), 7:40 p.m.

Seattle (Miller 3-1) at Texas (Gray
0-1), 8:05 p.m.

Thursday’s Games

Boston at Cleveland, 1:10 p.m.

Chicago White Sox at Minnesota,
1:10 p.m.

Toronto at Kansas City, 2:10 p.m.

Houston at Chicago Cubs, 2:20 p.m.

Seattle at Texas, 2:35 p.m.

Oakland at N.Y. Yankees, 7:05 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

Pct GB

Atlanta 16 6 .727 —
Philadelphia 15 9 .625 2
New York 12 10 .545 4
Washington 10 12 .455 6
Miami 6 19 .240 1%

Central Division

W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 14 8 .636 —
Chicago 14 9 .609 Y2
Cincinnati 13 10 .565 1%
Pittsburgh 13 11 .542 2
St. Louis 10 14 417 5

West Division

Pct GB

Los Angeles 14 11 .560 —
San Diego 13 12 .520 1
Arizona 12 13 .480 2
San Francisco11 13 .458 2%
Colorado 5 18 .217 8

Monday’s Games
Philadelphia 7, Cincinnati 0
Pittsburgh 4, Milwaukee 2
Atlanta 3, Miami 0
St. Louis 5, Arizona 3
San Diego 3, Colorado 1
San Francisco 5, N.Y. Mets 2

Tuesday’s Games
Arizona at St. Louis, 7:45 p.m.
Pittsburgh 2, Milwaukee 1
Atlanta 5, Miami 0
Cincinnati 8, Philadelphia 1
Chicago Cubs 7, Houston 2
San Diego at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at San Francisco, 9:45

p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Washington, 6:45
p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Arizona (Montgomery 1-0) at St.
Louis (Gibson 1-2), 1:15 p.m.
N.Y. Mets (Manaea 1-1) at San
Francisco (Snell 0-3), 3:45 p.m.
Milwaukee (Peralta 2-0) at Pitts-
burgh (Priester 0-1), 6:40 p.m.
Philadelphia (Turnbull 2-0) at Cin-
cinnati (Lodolo 2-0), 6:40 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (Knack 0-1) at
Washington (Irvin 1-1), 6:45 p.m.
Miami (TBD) at Atlanta (Lopez
2-0), 7:20 p.m.
Houston (Arrighetti 0-2) at Chicago
Cubs (Taillon 1-0), 7:40 p.m.
San Diego (Waldron 0-2) at Colo-
rado (TBD), 8:40 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh, 12:35

p.m.
Philadelphia at Cincinnati, 1:10
p.m.
Houston at Chicago Cubs, 2:20

.m.
San Diego at Colorado, 3:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Washington, 4:05

p.m.

Midwest League

Monday’s Games
No Games.
Tuesday’s Games
Fort Wayne vs. Great Lakes, PPD
Wednesday’s Games
Great Lakes at Fort Wayne, 5:35
p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Tuesday’s Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Sent
LHP Sam Hentges to Columbus (IL) on a
rehab assignment.

National League

CHICAGO CUBS — Placed RHP Kyle
Hendricks on the 15-day IL. Designated
1B Garrett Cooper for assignment.
Placed LHP Drew Smyly on the 15-day
IL, retroactive to April 22. Recalled LHP
Luke Little, 1B Matt Mervis and RHP
Hayden Wesneski from lowa (IL).

CINCINNATI REDS — Reinstated
LHP Sam Moll from the 15-day IL.
Optioned RHP Casey Legumina to Lou-
isville (IL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Re-signed
QB Jake Browning to a two-year contract
through the 2025 season and QB Logan
Woodside to a one-year contract.
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Riley Greene homers twice
to power Tigers past Rays

By MARK DIDTLER
Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — Riley
Greene went deep twice for his first multi-
homer game, Mark Canha added a homer
and the Detroit Tigers beat the Tampa Bay
Rays 4-2 on Tuesday night.

The Tigers have won the first two of
the three-game set to clinch their fifth
unbeaten road series (4-0-1) to start the sea-
son. Detroit last opened a season with five
unbeaten road series in 2007.

“It’s a special team,” Riley said. “We got
a lot of guys in here that work super, super
hard and it just kind of pays off. We got
the team chemistry. We got pitchers on the
mound that are dealing for us and we got
our bullpen who’s really helped out.”

With the Tigers trailing 2-1 in the eighth,
Greene hit a two-shot off Colin Poche (0-1)
and Canha added a solo drive to make it 4-2.

Greene put the Tigers ahead 1-0 in the
third inning with a 426-foot homer to cen-
ter off Ryan Pepiot. Greene, who started the
day tied with Mookie Betts of the Los Ange-
les Dodgers for the MLB lead in walks,
drew his 21st free pass on an eight-pitch at-
bat in the first.

Greene went to high school about 100
miles away from Tropicana Field in Oviedo,
Florida, and had about a dozen family mem-
bers, including his parents and grandparents,
in attendance.

“It’s pretty cool to be able to do that in

front of them,” Greene said.

Isaac Paredes homered for the Rays, who
have lost four of five and slipped to 12-13
overall.

Pepiot gave up one run and three hits
over six innings.

Randy Arozarena, an All-Star in 2023,
singled with one out in the sixth off Alex
Faeda (1-1) for his ninth hit in 76 at-bats in
April, and scored on Paredes’ homer that
gave the Rays a 2-1 lead.

Detroit starter Kenta Maeda allowed
three hits in five scoreless innings. The Rays
went 0 for 7 with runners in scoring posi-
tion against Maeda, who lowered his ERA
t0 5.96 from 7.64.

Jason Foley, Detroit’s third relief pitcher,
worked a perfect ninth to earn his seventh
save in as many chances.

Detroit’s Kerry Carpenter had his seven-
game RBI streak halted. It was the longest
stretch by a Tigers player since Miguel
Cabrera’s seven-game run from Aug. 6-12,
2013.

Tampa Bay’s Amed Rosario went O for
3 and had his career-high 14-game hitting
streak come to an end.

UP NEXT

Tigers RHP Jack Flaherty (0-1, 4.44
ERA) and Rays LHP Tyler Alexander (1-0,
4.79 ERA) are Wednesday night’s start-
ers. Alexander went 11-23 in 120 games,
including 43 starts, with the Tigers from
2019-23.

José Ramirez homers, Guardians
pick up win over the Red Sox

By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — Tyler Freeman
and Bryan Rocchio had RBIs in the sev-
enth inning when Cleveland finally scored
against Boston’s Tanner Houck, and José
Ramirez homered as the Guardians kept
up their scorching start with a 4-1 win
over the Red Sox on Tuesday night.

Houck (3-2) threw a three-hit shutout
against the Guardians last week. He held
them scoreless for six more innings before
Freeman hit a run-scoring single and Roc-
chio added a sacrifice fly off reliever Bren-
nan Bernardino.

Ramirez connected leading off the
eighth inning against Cam Booser for his
fourth homer.

One of MLB’s early surprises, the
Guardians won their fifth straight to
improve the major leagues’ best record
to 17-6, matching the club’s best start
through 23 games.

Cleveland also was 17-6 in 1999 and
1966.

Wilyer Abreu homered for the Red Sox,
who were held in check for six innings by
Ben Lively.

Making his debut at Progressive Field,
Lively allowed one run and five hits in 6
1/3 innings. He walked none and struck
out seven.

Scott Barlow (1-2) got two outs in the
seventh, Hunter Gaddis pitched the eighth

and Emmanuel Clase struck out the side in
the ninth for his seventh save.

The Guardians finally ended Houck’s
scoreless streak against them at 15 innings
on Freeman’s RBI single in the seventh.

Will Brennan doubled leading off
inning and scored on Freeman’s single up
the middle. Freeman stole second before
Houck walked Estevan Florial and Red
Sox manager Alex Cora brought in Ber-
nardino, who walked pinch-hitter David
Fry and gave up Rocchio’s sac fly.

The Guardians weren’t planning any
radical changes against Houck.

“You hope that he gives us at least one
pitch over the middle of the plate tonight,”
manager Stephen Vogt said. “He gave us
none five, six days ago.”

Houck wasn’t as dominant as last week,
but the right-hander kept the Guardians
off-balance and off the scoreboard until
the seventh.

Red Sox outfielder Tyler O’Neill went
1 for 4 in his first game back since collid-
ing last week with third baseman Rafael
Devers chasing a pop up. O’Neill sus-
tained a concussion and needed eight
stitched to close a cut in his head.

UP NEXT

Guardians RHP Carlos Carrasco (1-1,
3.44) faces the Red Sox after beating them
last week for his first win with Cleveland
since 2020. Boston had not yet announced
a starter.
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Respecting boundaries = Dear

and bridging gaps

Dear Annie: We have neighbors
who reside in a cul-de-sac that is at
the rear of our property. Our property
is located on a U-shaped half-mile
neighborhood, which is ideal for walk-
ing. Over time, these neighbors have
chosen to repeatedly cut through our
property on an almost daily basis to
facilitate their walking routine. It’s got-
ten to the point where these neighbors
act as if they are “entitled” to treat our
property as a public gateway from their
neighborhood to ours.

I would note that there was a time
when we had friendly interactions with
these neighbors; but today, they cut
through our property and avoid any
acknowledgement of us, even when
we are outside doing work on our
property.

Please give us direction as to how
we can politely convey that our prop-
erty is not a public walkway. — Not a
Cut Through

Dear Cut Through: The real issue
here is that they are not asking for your
permission to walk on your property.
Besides being rude, there is always
the possibility that if they are on your
property and something happens to
them, you could be held liable.

The best way to stop them from
walking on your property is to ask
them politely not to walk through. You
could also do some gardening and
plant some nice spring flowers and say
you don’t want them messed up with
foot traffic.

Had they asked in the first place,
you probably would have been neigh-
borly, but their sense of entitlement
makes you not want to. If they ignore
your requests, then you should consult
an attorney.

Dear Annie: I am a grandma, mam-

Annie

by Annie Lane

maw and granny
to six amazing
grandchildren.
Two of my three
sons have these
children. My
sons are con-
stantly ignoring
me. They treat
me like I do not
exist.

I raised them
by myself after their father tragically
passed away. I did my best to give
them a great life. They all mean the
world to me. I just need a little advice
from you on how to find a way to see
my grandchildren.

Any suggestions would be greatly
appreciated. — Heartbroken Mam-
maw.

Dear Heart Broken Mammaw: Be
patient and continue to reach out to
your sons and find out what their needs
are. Do they need help with the kids,
or are there sporting events you could
attend? Tell your sons how much you
desire a relationship with your grand-
children.

Grandparents can be a very positive
influence on grandchildren’s lives, but
the parents have to allow it. Grandpar-
ents tend to be more patient and have a
little more life experience than parents
who are with their children every day.

BEETLE BAILEY
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search our hearts

to walk in His ways
and be pure instru-

courage.

When we’re not will-
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God gives us the courage — :
. THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane The LOCKHORNS
to pray and ask Him to - ﬁ

Question: I'm con-
fused. I became a Chris-
tian and God forgave
my sins and helped me
start over again. My pas-
tor keeps preaching that
Christians must confess
their sins and turn away
from them so that we can
be effective in our faith. I
thought that’s what makes
people become Christians
— that their sins are for-
given past, present, future.

ments in His hands to do
His will.

Consider King David
who said, “Search me,
O God, and know my
heart! Try me and know
my thoughts! And see if
there be any grievous way
in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting” (Psalm
139:23-24,ESV).

It must have been diffi-
cult for David to pray this
prayer. We don’t know

ing to do this, the sins
we know about remain
unconfessed, and our fel-
lowship with God grows
cold and distant. Perhaps
more important, the hid-
den sins we may not even
realize we have — sins
like pride, suppressed
anger, lack of love, jeal-
ousy — remain firmly in
place, manipulating us
and eventually destroying
us.

©2024 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com
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35012212 (4:15) ¥k The Lost World: Jurassic Park ('97)  |(15) ¥%* The Wolverine (2013, Action) Hiroyuki Sanada, Famke Janssen, ~ |Chucky "There Will Be ~ |(:05) ¥%* Predator 2 (1990, Sci-Fi) Gary Busey,
SYFY 4111351221244 i ne Moore, Pete Postlethwaite, Jeff Goldblum. Hugh Jackman. Blood" (N) Ruben Blades, Danny Glover.
8BS 43 [130[139]247|Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang Al Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (L) (N) Mod Fam [Mod Fam |Mod Fam [Mod Fam [Mod Fam [Mod Fam
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[ 41 107]249[Seinfeld  [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Daily Show[SouthPark [South Park[South Park
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Fst 48641501219 (N) Protective Stadium in Birmingham, Ala. in North & Central America & the Caribbean. at San Antonio Brahmas
WGN 53 307|Vargas Report (L) (N)  |The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) [Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
WE 57 128(260|NCIS NCIS "Knockout” NCIS "Hide and Seek"  [NCIS "Dead Reckoning” [NCIS "Toxic" NCIS “Legend" NCIS "Legend" NCIS "Semper Fidelis"
FOOD 59 [153(110(231|Guy's Grocery Games |Guy's Grocery Games |Guy's Grocery Games |Guy's Grocery Games |Grocery (N) Guy's Grocery Games |Guy's Grocery Games |Guy's Grocery Games
BRAVO 60 |140/129(|237|Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Top Chef "Supper Club" [Top Chef (N) WatchWhat |(:45) ¥% Grandma's Boy ('06) Doris Roberts. (P) ~ [Movie
NICK 68 170|299]SpongeBob[Rock Paper [Rock Paper [Loud House Loud House[SpongeBob[SpongeBob Sheldon  [Sheldon [Friends Friends Friends  [Friends Friends  |Friends
DISN 69 | 30 [172290(Bluey [Bluey Bluey [Big City  [Big City  [Big City  [Hailey [Hailey Marvel's |Ladybug [Ladybug [Ladybug [Raven [Raven Ladybug [Ladybug
®k %% Sing (2016, Animated) Voices of Reese Witherspoon,  |¥%% Jumanji (1995, Children) Bonnie Hunt, Kirsten Dunst, grown-ish |grown-ish |The 700 Club Boy Meets |Boy Meets
FREEFORM | 70 | 32 118013115t pjacFarlane, Matthew McConaughey. Robin Williams. (N) "3 Peat" World World
301 300(501/© ¥ % The Social Network ('10) Andrew  |The Sympathizer ®%* Aquaman and the Lost Kingdom ('23) (:05) The Jinx: The Life  |(:55) Jerrod |¥-%% Joy (15) Robert De Niro, Edgar
HBO Garfield, Justin Timberlake, Jesse Eisenberg. "Good Little Asian" Patrick Wilson, Jason Momoa. Carmichael |Ramirez, Jennifer Lawrence.
MAX 325 3100515 (4:15) ¥k % Dark Places [(:10) ¥% The Sea of Trees (2015, Drama) Ken %% Into the Blue ('05) Jessica (:50) % Into the Blue 2: The Reef (:25) ¥ My Boss's Daughter ('03) |(:50) ¥ Hot
("15) Charlize Theron. Watanabe, Naomi Watts, Matthew McConaughey. |Alba, Scott Caan, Paul Walker. ('09) Chris Carmack. Tara Reid, Ashton Kutcher. Summer ...
351/851(318 (4:45) ¥k % Nick of (:15) %% * End of Watch (2012, Action) Michael |(:05) ¥%%% The Machinist (2004, Thriller) Jennifer |¥%%* Gladiator (2000, History) Joaquin Phoenix, Connie (:35) ¥ Last
sHow 51/851(318/545/ fime ('95) Johnny Depp. |Pefia, Natalie Martinez, Jake Gyllenhaal Jason Leigh, Aitana Sanchez-Gijon, Christian Bale. |Nielsen, Russell Crowe. Voyage of...
7 (4:15) % Cold Brook ('18) |% Dio: Dreamers Never Die (2022, Documentary) |% Dead Shot ("23) Colin Morgan, (:35) ¥%** Dirty Pretty Things ('02)|(:15) ¥ Sniper: The White Raven (22, War) Andrey
e 375859327553 \jiliam Fichtner. Wendy Dio, Tony lommi, Ronnie James Dio. Mark Strong, Aml Ameen. Audrey Tautou, Chiwetel Ejiofor. Mostrenko, Pavlo Aldoshyn, Maryna Koshkina.
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SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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Difficulty: k%

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

HELOISE HINT: Owning a pet
can have a profound effect on
you. It can make you and your
family members feel better, ac-
cording to studies. Petting and
exercising with them can be
calming. Pets make you feel
happy, so why not welcome
one into your family? Email HE-
LOISE@Heloise.com.

4124

Sporting Goods

2 CATRIKES, 1 large frame, 1
small frame. Selling for health
reasons. 260-442-6804.

Wanted to Buy

WANTED : ANTIQUES & OLD
TOYS Cash Paid for old toys!
Gi Joe, Transformers, Tin toys,
Robots, Pressed Steel Cars/
trucks, Action Figures, An-
tiques of all kinds, etc. Search-
ing for attics, basements,
barns, etc to go through. Call
or Text! 260-223-8083

SERVICES

Services

PRECISION LAND MAN-
AGEMENT
Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition

Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-

rounding areas
517-932-8063
LANDSCAPE SERVICES

Landscape clean up installa-
tion maintenance mulch plants
and rocks lawn and property
clean up debris removal etc.
Experienced honest service.
Can provide references upon
request. Call Dan for a free es-
timate. 231-373-8028

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

STATE OF INDIANA )

) SS
COUNTY OF WELLS)
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
2024 TERM
Cause Number:
90C01-2404-AD-09
IN RE: THE MATTER OF )
THE ADOPTION OF:
M.D.O., d.o.b. 06.10.2016 )
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
BY PUBLICATION

Michael K. O’Rourke is noti-
fied that a petition for adoption
of a minor child, named M.D.O.
born on June 10, 2016 was filed
in the office of the clerk of Wells
County Circuit Court, located at
102 W Market St. #301 Bluffton,
IN 46714, and reachable at (260)
824-6485. The petition for guard-
ianship alleges that the consent to
adoption of M.D.O. is not required
because in accordance with I.C.
31-19-9-8 he has abandoned or
deserted the minor child for at least
six (6) months immediately pre-
ceding the date of the filing of the
petition for adoption and/or that
the child has been in the custody
of another person if for a period of
at least one (1) year; the parent:
(A) fails without justifiable cause to
communicate significantly with the
children when able to do so; or (B)
knowingly fails to provide for the
care and support of the children
when able to do so as required by
law or judicial decree and in given
that the biological Father has made
no efforts to support or communi-
cate with the minor children and
has therefore abandoned the minor
children.

If Mr. O’Rourke seeks to con-
test the adoption of the child,
M.D.O., then Mr. O’'Rourke must
file a motion to contest the adop-
tions in accordance with IC 31-19-
10-1 in the above named court not
later than thirty (30) days after the
date of service of this notice.

If Mr. Michael K. O’'Rourke
does not file a motion to contest
the adoption within thirty (30)
days after service of this notice
the above-mentioned court will
hear and determine the petition
for adoption. The consent to adop-
tion of M.D.O. will be irrevocably
implied and Michael K. O’Rourke
will lose the right to contest either
the adoption or the validity of
Michael K. O’'Rourke’s implied con-
sent to the adoption.

No oral statement made to
Michael K. O’Rourke relieves
Michael K. O’'Rourke of Michael K.
O’Rourke’s obligations under this
notice.

This notice complies with IC
31-19-4.5-3 but does not exhaus-
tively set forth a person’s legal obli-
gations under the Indiana adoption
statutes. A person being served
with this notice should consult the
Indiana adoption statutes.

nb 4/24, 5/1, 5/8
hspaxIp

STATE OF INDIANA)

) SS
COUNTY OF WELLS)
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
2024 TERM
Cause Number:
90C01-2404-AD-10
IN RE: THE MATTER OF )
THE ADOPTION OF:
E.P.O.,d.o.b. 08.16.2017. )
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
BY PUBLICATION

Michael K. O’Rourke is noti-
fied that a petition for adoption of
a minor child, named E.P.O. born
on August 16, 2017, was filed
in the office of the clerk of Wells
County Circuit Court, located at
102 W Market St. #301 Bluffton,
IN 46714, and reachable at (260)
824-6485. The petition for guard-
ianship alleges that the consent to
adoption of E.P.O. is not required
because in accordance with I.C.
31-19-9-8 he has abandoned or
deserted the minor child for at least
six (6) months immediately pre-
ceding the date of the filing of the
petition for adoption and/or that
the child has been in the custody
of another person if for a period of
at least one (1) year; the parent:
(A) fails without justifiable cause to
communicate significantly with the
children when able to do so; or (B)
knowingly fails to provide for the
care and support of the children
when able to do so as required by
law or judicial decree and in given
that the biological Father has made
no efforts to support or communi-
cate with the minor children and
has therefore abandoned the minor
children.

If Mr. O’'Rourke seeks to con-
test the adoption of the child,
E.P.O., then Mr. O’'Rourke must file
a motion to contest the adoptions
in accordance with IC 31-19-10-1
in the above named court not later
than thirty (30) days after the date
of service of this notice.

If Mr. Michael K. O’'Rourke
does not file a motion to contest
the adoption within thirty (30)
days after service of this notice
the above-mentioned court will
hear and determine the petition for
adoption. The consent to adoption
of E.P.O. will be irrevocably implied
and Michael K. O’'Rourke will lose
the right to contest either the adop-
tion or the validity of Michael K.
O’Rourke’s implied consent to the
adoption.

No oral statement made to
Michael K. O’Rourke relieves
Michael K. O’'Rourke of Michael K.
O’Rourke’s obligations under this
notice.

This notice complies with IC
31-19-4.5-3 but does not exhaus-
tively set forth a person’s legal obli-
gations under the Indiana adoption
statutes. A person being served
with this notice should consult the
Indiana adoption statutes.

nb 4/24, 5/1, 5/8
hspaxlp

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

I| & Save
% Alip

RUMMAGE AND BAKE sale
plus queen size quilt raffle
THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 1 TO
7 P.M., FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 9
AM. TO 7 P.M., SATURDAY,
APRIL 27, 9 AM. TO 1 P.M,,
McNatt Church, 9183 W 800 S
-90, Warren (Wells County),
one mile west of State Road 3.
Bake sale and food will be
available on Friday and Satur-
day only!

HELOISE HINT: Hosting a ga-
rage sale on a hot day? Give
customers a way to cool off
while they are shopping. Set
up a lemonade stand that your
children can be in charge of,
and if you have any extra fans,
plug them in to give shoppers a
cool breeze. Email HELOISE@
Heloise.com.

Services

HOME MAINTENANCE AND
repairs. Free quotes. Locally
owned and operated.
hirebrennan.com,
260-353-9339.

WINDOW CLEANING
SERVICES
Residential/ranch/lake homes/
villas/condos. Entire home in-
side & out. Lowest rates in the
state. 765-603-9981. Psalms

51.7

WAIT UNTIL YOU taste it!
Send 100% guaranteed, de-
livered-to-the-door Omaha
Steaks! This package comes
with 8 FREE PureGround Filet
Mignon Burgers! Order The
Protein-Packed Assortment
Package! ONLY $129.99. Call
1-833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75432VDL or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/Grill-
Faves2546 (1)

Public Notices

STATE OF INDIANA )

) SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS )
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
2024 TERM
Cause Number:
90C01-2404-AD-08
IN RE: THE MATTER OF )
THE ADOPTION OF:
S.S.A.0.,d.o.b. 01.20.2015, )
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
BY PUBLICATION

Michael K. O’Rourke is noti-
fied that a petition for adoption of a
minor child, named S.S.A.O. born
on January 20, 2015, was filed
in the office of the clerk of Wells
County Circuit Court, located at
102 W Market St. #301 Bluffton, IN
46714, and reachable at (260) 824-
6485. The petition for guardianship
alleges that the consent to adop-
tion of S.S.A.O. is not required
because in accordance with I.C.
31-19-9-8 he has abandoned or
deserted the minor child for at least
six (6) months immediately pre-
ceding the date of the filing of the
petition for adoption and/or that
the child has been in the custody
of another person if for a period of
at least one (1) year; the parent:
(A) fails without justifiable cause to
communicate significantly with the
children when able to do so; or (B)
knowingly fails to provide for the
care and support of the children
when able to do so as required by
law or judicial decree and in given
that the biological Father has made
no efforts to support or communi-
cate with the minor children and
has therefore abandoned the minor
children.

If Mr. O’Rourke seeks to con-
test the adoption of the child,
S.S.A.O,, then Mr. O’'Rourke must
file a motion to contest the adop-
tions in accordance with IC 31-19-

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for a paid
internship at the Animal Shel-
ter. Applicants must have a
high school diploma or equiva-
lent. The City of Bluffton uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, IN Mon-
Fri 8 am-4:30 pm or online
www.blufftonindiana.net.
Deadline for applications is
May 3, 2024.

2 PLUS

CUSTOM APPLICATOR Re-
sponsible for the proper appli-
cation and placement of
chemicals and fertilizers. Also
responsible for general vehicle
maintenance and equipment.
Must have a valid driver's li-
cense and the ability to obtain
an Ag CDL with required en-
dorsements.  agplusinc.com/
employment

April

DIR

Help Wanted

LOOKING FOR
EMPLOYEES?
Place a 20 word line classified
ad for a month for $52. Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5. Contact the Bluffton

News-Banner, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or online
at www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

VEHICLES

PONTOON BOAT 2016 Sun-
chaser Traverse 718, 40 H.P.
Mercury 4 stroke motor, 7 1/2'
wide 18' long, single axle trail-
er included. Excellent condi-
tion. 260-726-0639.

Auto/Trucks

HELOISE HINT: Going on a
trip through rural areas? Many
roads might have deer-cross-
ing signs that provide a warn-
ing to drivers to slow down and
be alert. Deer may be plentiful
in these places, so heed these
warnings. Write to HELOISE@
Heloise.com.

Read & recycle

Lottery Numbers

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 01-02-04-08-
31

Cashd4Life — 19-23-30-
44-50, Cash Ball: 01

Quick Draw Midday —
01-08-14-15-18-29-30-31-
33-41-44-50-55-58-65-67-
68-76-78-80, BE: 01

Daily Three-Midday —
07-01-01, SB: 02

Daily Three-Evening —
09-02-09, SB: 05

Daily Four-Midday —
01-05-03-01, SB: 02

Daily Four-Evening —
08-04-03-04, SB: 05

Quick Draw Evening
— 04-10-11-13-16-17-21-
27-29-32-36-39-46-47-48-
54-58-60-68-76, BE: 39

Hoosier Lotto
Estimated jackpot (for
Wednesday): $10.5 mil-
lion

MEGA MILLIONS

11-17-33-39-43; Mega
Ball: 14; Megaplier: 4X.

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Wednesday): $129 million

ﬁ(ﬁi O

G00DS & SERVICES

ECTORY

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

—
= 824-1846
+Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com ZE
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

We Carry Prevagen and (BD Oil!
B Warren fl’ﬁarrnacy@?

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St.,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist  Melinda Daniels, RN

Camelot Quto LILC

Get Cash NOW
260-307-1302

@We ?ﬁup %mk Qtars

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K1 for our Events.

128 S Jounson ST. ©824-0455

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding
» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
» Storm Damage

LANCASTER a

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

« 1& 2 Bedrooms

= Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances
- Water Included

260824-5280

For those 62 + or

TDD: 7-1-1 disabled, regardless
of age.
246

10-1 in the above named court not
later than thirty (30) days after the
date of service of this notice.

If Mr. Michael K. O’'Rourke
does not file a motion to contest
the guardianship within thirty (30)
days after service of this notice
the above-mentioned court will
hear and determine the petition
for adoption. The consent to adop-
tion of S.S.A.O. will be irrevocably
implied and Michael K. O’'Rourke
will lose the right to contest either
the adoption or the validity of
Michael K. O’Rourke’s implied con-
sent to the adoption.

No oral statement made to
Michael K. O’Rourke relieves
Michael K. O’'Rourke of Michael K.
O’Rourke’s obligations under this
notice.

This notice complies with IC
31-19-4.5-3 but does not exhaus-
tively set forth a person’s legal obli-
gations under the Indiana adoption
statutes. A person being served
with this notice should consult the
Indiana adoption statutes.

nb 4/24, 5/1, 5/8

hspaxip
4 ¥ x Amayya
delolel6lz|L|v[L|S
|G|V |8[|9]L|6/1]€
L[2|6]|V[G]€|C 9|8
7|6[/L]|C|€[8|9]|G|L
L|€|8|9|V|G|L|C|6
folc|S|L]L|6]€ 8P
G1L|9[€|L|V|8]6]|C
€18|C|S|6]|9|Z V]|l
6|v|(/2]1[8]C|S €]9

e

f

3
L

b,

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

@z Remodel and Repair
i Locall
~ 20 B

[#Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows - Painting
Tile » Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1263
Jim Baker

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

STORAGE UNITS
2740E.200 N. + Bluffton, IN » 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Seamless
Sure-Flo Gutters
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

JC

GARAG E DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models + broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

/e/ y Hlack

{(ssociates

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL

SCHEDULE TODAY!

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

ASSISTING IN:

« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

« Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

ofFice 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
Ppractice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-

Home Healthcare. pLILT

NI NAELA
As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN
ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning
« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

For as Ilttle as

1 PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER

; Call
Plus The Ossian Journal
824-0224 or
Every Week! 622-4108

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Every Dug!

May deadline is
Tues., Apr. 23!




