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Health Board recommends Health First Indiana

By HOLLY GASKILL

In a unanimous vote Thursday, the Wells
County Board of Health has recommended
the county opt-in to Health First Indiana.

The County Commissioners have until
June to decide whether or not the county
will participate in the health funding pro-
gram in 2025.

A motion recommending the program
to the commissioners passed 4-0; board
members Chris Esterling, Molly Hoag,
Ann McNabb and Dr. Mary Donley were in
favor, and Dr. Bart Hott, Tamara Troutt and
Steve Bales were absent. Health Officer Dr.
Brandon Huggins, appointed in March, was
also absent.

Wells County was one of six counties
that did not join the program in its flagship
year. At the time, the commissioners cited
multiple reasons for their decision, includ-
ing the department’s understaffing and their
skepticism over the new program. During
the health board’s meeting on Monday, Pub-
lic Health Nurse Lynn Blevins recognized
this was the best decision at the time.

“In hindsight, thank you,” Blevins said,
gesturing toward Commissioner Blake Ger-
ber. “It would have been a (mess).”

According to the HFI website, Wells
County is eligible for at least $549,510
through the program. The county will be

required to submit a budget proposal for the
funds to address a list of key performance
indicators like chronic disease prevention
and food protection.

The department has until September to
submit this budget, Blevins said. He has
worked with local officials and other coun-
ty health departments to determine critical
needs and purposes.

While Blevins expects to use a large por-
tion of funding toward local grants, he and
officials are first and foremost hoping to
address internal needs within the depart-
ment. “We need to get the health department
healthy,” Blevins said.

Specifically, additional refrigerated stor-
age and a generator are needed for vac-
cines and samples. Blevins also expressed
the department needs additional staffing
support; there are currently three full-time
employees and one part-time.

Esterling recommended Blevins priori-
tize other needs first and consider asking
for an additional position from the County
Council. There has been hesitation in sup-
porting an individual’s salary through HFI
funding, currently only guaranteed through
2025. However, Blevins noted the program
has received bipartisan support and believed
it is not likely to disappear.

The County Council had also approved

Curb work moves across
South Johnson Street

E&B Paving installs the framework
for sidewalks around South Johnson
Street. Above, from left to right, Eric |

Ballschmidt, Luis Cardenas and Kyle
King work to line up and connect the
frames.

At right, King cuts the frame to the cor-
rect length.

Below, Ballschmidt and Cardenas
ensure the support posts and road [
signs are steady. (Photos by Jonathan

Pictured above, Public Health Nurse Lynn Blevins (left) shows the Health Board one of the
AEDs recently purchased by the county. Blevins said he will maintain the defibrillator kits placed
the county courthouse, annex, highway building and 4-H park monthly. Health Department
Administrator Sahara Wall is pictured at right. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Administrator Sahara Wall advised that
Ryan Bennett, the department’s sole envi-
ronmental specialist, is currently managing

(Continued on Page 2)

raises for two full-time positions with the
apparent understanding that the department
would not fill its vacancy for a second envi-
ronmental specialist.

Three are arrested after
meth and fentanyl found

By SYDNEY KENT

Three Bluffton resi-
dents were arrested after
a search warrant revealed
methamphetamine, fen-
tanyl and paraphernalia on
the property — as well as
an unattended infant in a

vehicle.
Marissa Deanne Elliott, :
31, was charged with pos- ] [
session of methamphet- Marissa Joshua Elbert
amine, a Level 5 felony,  Deanne Elliott Louis Morlan Lee Marshall

two counts of possession
of cocaine or narcotic drug, both Level 6
felonies, possession of marijuana, a Class B
misdemeanor, and possession of parapher-
nalia, a Class C misdemeanor.

Joshua Louis Morlan, 35, was charged

with possession of methamphetamine, a

Level 5 felony, two counts of possession of

a narcotic drug, both Level 6 felonies, and

possession of marijuana, a Class B misde-
(Continued on Page 2)

Property taxes are in
the tax reform spotlight

School referendums, levies and ag land discussed

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The chief budget architect for the Indiana
House of Representatives outlined property
tax concerns Wednesday for the next legis-
lative session, with a focus on school refer-
endums and the use of excess levy appeals.

Other topics included: remonstrance peti-
tions, the maximum levy growth quotient
formula and debt thresholds. Many were
issues Rep. Jeff Thompson, the chair of the
fiscal-minded Ways and Means Committee,
attempted to address during the 2023 ses-
sion but couldn’t come to an agreement with

“I’'m working toward simplicity,”
Thompson said after his presentation before
the State and Local Tax Review Task Force.
“(But) I don’t think we can solve it all in a
single session. I’ve come to the conclusion
that it is so massive that you’ve got to take

.. (a) series of steps.”
Warning on ag land

Thompson warned members of the
panel that “we’re going to have a signifi-
cant increase in the assessed value of farm
ground.”

To determine the agricultural base rate
for a given assessment year, the Depart-

senators.

(Continued on Page 2)

U.S. vetoes resolution backing full UN membership for Palestine

By EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
The United States vetoed a widely
backed U.N. resolution Thursday
that would have paved the way for
full United Nations membership
for Palestine, a goal the Palestin-
ians have long sought and Israel

has worked to prevent.

The vote in the 15-member
Security Council was 12 in favor,
the United States opposed and two
abstentions, from the United King-
dom and Switzerland. U.S. allies
France, Japan and South Korea
supported the resolution.

The strong support the Pales-

tinians received reflects not only
the growing number of countries
recognizing their statehood but
almost certainly the global support
for Palestinians facing a humani-
tarian crisis caused by the war in
Gaza, now in its seventh month.
The resolution would have rec-
ommended that the 193-member

U.N. General Assembly, where
there are no vetoes, approve Pales-
tine becoming the 194th member
of the United Nations. Some 140
countries have already recognized
Palestine, so its admission would
have been approved, likely by a
much higher number of countries.
U.S. deputy ambassador Rob-

ert Wood told the Security Coun-
cil that the veto “does not reflect
opposition to Palestinian statehood
but instead is an acknowledgment
that it will only come from direct
negotiations between the parties.”
The United States has “been

very clear consistently that pre-
(Continued on Page 2)
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Health First Indiana

(Continued from Page 1)
food and septic inspections,
and hiring isn’t an immedi-
ate need. She said they had
internally discussed hiring
a part-time environmental
specialist or vital records
clerk, intending to make the
position full-time.

Blevins also mentioned
the department had inter-
viewed a part-time medical
assistant but was unsure if
there had been any progress.

“I don’t know how 3.5
people can do all that you
guys are doing in running
this county,” said McNabb.

“I mean, we have good
leadership,” Blevins replied.
He later recognized that the
department employees can-
not cover for each other in

Property taxes

(Continued from Page 1)
ment of Local Government
Finance calculates a roll-
ing average using six years
of capitalized net operating
income and net cash rent.
The highest value of the six
is dropped from the formula,
and the remaining five years
are averaged to determine a
base rate.

For 2024, the base rate
was determined to be $2,280
per acre, which is $380 per
acre higher than for the 2023
assessment year.

An increase in assessed
value doesn’t automatically
mean an increase in a farm-
er’s property tax bill but it
can.

Thompson said he esti-
mates that base rate for
agricultural land could soon
jump to $3,100 because
of the nature of the rolling
average.

“And so we’re going to
see a shift to farm ground.
It’s on its way based upon
the current formula. And so I
just think it’s a policy issue.
Do we want to allow that to
happen or not to happen?”
he asked.

Excess levy appeals and
school funding

Thompson also examined
the last three years of growth
in excess levy appeals. Indi-
ana communities can seek
property tax levies beyond
traditional caps when prop-
erty values increase at a fast-
er rate than the state average.

A boom in assessed val-
ues during the COVID-19
pandemic drove up maxi-
mum levy appeals as local
government units sought to
pay for schools, fire protec-
tion and more. But while the
number of appeals didn’t
change much between 2022
and 2023, Thompson noted
that the amount approved

the event of sick leave or
time off.

Regarding the potential
for grants, McNabb asked
Blevins to outline an appli-
cation and approval pro-
cess in a proposed budget.
Gerber indicated the health
board would take respon-
sibility for applications.
Blevins added that he had
already received inquiries
from local organizations.

“So are we going to get
this done with meetings
every two months?” asked
Donley.

“I doubt it,”
replied.

The board again dis-
cussed increasing the fre-
quency of their meetings, at
least while submitting plans

Blevins

for HFI, and possibly chang-
ing their regular meeting
times. The board has been
meeting at 6:30 a.m. on the
third Thursday of every
other month.

Esterling, the board’s
president, indicated it’s dif-
ficult coordinating sched-
ules. While meeting a
quorum on Thursday, the
meeting was notably miss-
ing three board members
and the department health
officer due to schedule con-
flicts, as well as Bennett due
to a conference.

“When they responded
to when they can or cannot
be (here), is it like they can
never do that because their
schedule is always set?”
Hoag asked. “If it’s quarter-

ly, you can make adaptations
to make it work, because
that’s essentially what I
think a lot of us are doing.”

Esterling advised he
would again reach out to
everyone about their avail-
ability.

While Huggins was not
present Thursday, Blevins
reported Huggins had been
checking in during lunch
nearly every Monday.

“He comes, just kind
of gets an update, asks the
right questions — so kudos
to him,” Blevins said. “And
it’s, you know, it’s a situa-
tion where we’ve had this
communication, and it’s
been lacking for a long time.
So, it’s good.”

holly@news-banner.com

nearly quadrupled.

“ what these levy
appeals really do, a lot of
times, is just shift around
who receives the money.
The taxpayers don’t pay any
more,” Thompson said.

That’s partly because a
large portion of payers, 90%
in some areas, are already at
their caps. But Thompson
said he didn’t consider this
growth to be one of the big-
gest areas of concern.

Instead, he pointed to
rate-based school operating
referenda that aren’t subject
to maximum levy growth
limitations nor curbed by
circuit breaker limitations.

This means that when a
homeowner’s assessed value
increases, schools will see
a funding bump unless they
decrease their tax rates —
and taxpayers will see their
referendum property tax
bills increase.

“In most cases, that’s
worked pretty well until
we hit 2022 (taxes paid in)
2023 ... we had a significant
increase in the amount of the
statewide levy,” Thompson
said. “Part of it was tied to
— not all of it, now — was
the huge amount of increase
in assessed value.”

Such referendums are
approved by taxpayers,
Thompson acknowledged,
but homeowners don’t
always anticipate double-
digit jumps in assessed val-
ues that will drive up tax
bills when voting to approve
a referendum.

A slide from Rep. Jeff
Thompson’s property tax
presentation illustrates why
capping some school refer-
enda is needed.

A 2023 bill authored by
Thompson implemented a
cap that limited increases to
a “typical” 5-6%. Follow-

U.S. vetoes resolution

(Continued from Page 1)
mature actions in New York
— even with the best inten-
tions — will not achieve
statehood for the Palestin-
ian people,” deputy State
Department spokesman
Vedant Patel said.

His voice breaking at
times, Palestinian U.N.
Ambassador Riyad Man-
sour told the council after
the vote: “The fact that this
resolution did not pass will
not break our will and it will
not defeat our determina-
tion.”

“We will not stop in our
effort,” he said. “The state
of Palestine is inevitable. It
is real. Perhaps they see it
as far away, but we see it as
near.”

This is the second Pal-
estinian attempt for full
membership and comes as
the war in Gaza has put the
more than 75-year-old Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict at cen-
ter stage.

Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbeas first deliv-
ered the Palestinian Author-
ity’s application for U.N.
membership in 2011. It
failed because the Palestin-
ians didn’t get the required
minimum support of nine
of the Security Council’s 15
members.

They went to the Gen-
eral Assembly and succeeded
by more than a two-thirds
majority in having their status
raised from a U.N. observer
to a non-member observer
state in 2012. That opened
the door for the Palestinian
territories to join U.N. and
other international organiza-
tions, including the Interna-
tional Criminal Court.

Algerian U.N. Ambas-
sador Amar Bendjama, the
Arab representative on the
council who introduced the
resolution, called Palestine’s
admission “a critical step
toward rectifying a long-
standing injustice” and said
that “peace will come from
Palestine’s inclusion, not
from its exclusion.”

In explaining the U.S.
veto, Wood said there are
“unresolved questions” on
whether Palestine meets the
criteria to be considered a
state. He pointed to Hamas
still exerting power and
influence in the Gaza Strip,
which is a key part of the
state envisioned by the Pal-
estinians.

Wood stressed that the
U.S. commitment to a two-
state solution, where Israel
and Palestine live side-by-
side in peace, is the only
path for security for both
sides and for Israel to estab-
lish relations with all its
Arab neighbors, including
Saudi Arabia.

“The United States is
committed to intensifying
its engagement with the Pal-
estinians and the rest of the
region, not only to address
the current crisis in Gaza,
but to advance a political
settlement that will create
a path to Palestinian state-
hood and membership in the
United Nations,” he said.

Mansour, the Palestinian
U.N. ambassador, reiterated
the commitment to a two-
state solution but asserted
that Israel believes Palestine
“is a permanent strategic
threat.”

“Israel will do its best
to block the sovereignty of

up action in 2024 extended
that for some but allowed
more flexibility for growing
school corporations.

But Thompson warned
that if the cap wasn’t extend-
ed out to 2030, property
owners were projected to
see a 14.2% jump in 2025
taxes paid in 2026.

Rep. Greg Porter, an
Indianapolis Democrat,
wondered if some voters
approved referenda on a
more conceptual basis, rath-
er than the line item, to pri-
oritize better teacher wages
and educational advance-
ment in their communities.

“I think people don’t
necessarily try to sit back
and calculate your assessed
values — unless you’re try-
ing to sell your home — but
they’re just looking at the
overall situation in regards
to educational attainment or
outcomes,” Porter said. “I
understand what you’re say-
ing but the argument on the
other end is what the intent
of that said voter (was).”

Thompson repeated
his concern about a 15%
increase for homeowners
but said that, as a former
teacher, even he understood
that sometimes the standard
6% increase wasn’t enough
for some schools.

Proposals for change

Cris Johnston, the direc-
tor of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, said
he personally thought that
maybe the referenda should
be levy based instead of rate
based.

“But the average taxpay-
er, I don’t think, understands
property tax levies. So the
rate is something they can
understand a little bit bet-
ter...” Johnston said.

Adding so much more
context to educate a voter

on the complexity might
make a ballot question about
approving a referendum
“pretty wordy,” Thompson
said.

Another problem,
Thompson said, occurred
when corporations resorted
to bonding debt due to “poor
governance,” which hurt
taxpayers.

But Indianapolis Demo-
crat Sen. Fady Qaddoura
said he saw issues as more
systemic and the result of
decades-long plans to divert
public school funding to
other areas, like charters or
private school vouchers.

“I (can’t) help but think
this is a very complex prob-
lem and I feel that we are
dealing with the symptoms.
All of this discussion today
has been dealing with symp-
toms of the problem,” he
said.

Indeed, Qaddoura urged
pulling away from property
taxes as a source of local
funding for schools. Proper-
ty taxes from wealthier com-
munities can generate more
funding than those in low-
income areas, for example.
Indiana adopted a hybrid
approach that combines state
dollars with local property
taxes to offset that disparity
but some say it doesn’t do
enough.

“I hope that there will
be a day that there are no
property taxes in the state
of Indiana used to fund our
schools and we can look at
state-level funding,” he said.

Qaddoura said referen-
dums were “a symptom of
unfunded needs” for school
corporations.

The two-year task force
is working overall to reform
Indiana’s tax system with a
particular focus on income,
sales and property taxes.

a Palestinian state and to
make sure that the Palestin-
ian people are exiled away
from their homeland or
remain under its occupation
forever,” he said.

He demanded of the
council and diplomats
crowded in the chamber:
“What will the international
community do? What will
you do?”

Israeli-Palestinian nego-
tiations have been stalled for
years, and Israel’s right-wing
government is dominated by
hard-liners who oppose Pal-
estinian statehood.

Israeli U.N. Ambassador
Gilad Erdan called the reso-
lution “disconnected to the
reality on the ground” and
warned that it “will cause
only destruction for years to
come and harm any chance
for future dialogue.”

Six months after the Oct.
7 attack by the Hamas mili-
tant group, which controlled
Gaza, and the killing of
1,200 people in “the most
brutal massacre of Jews
since the Holocaust,” he
accused the Security Coun-
cil of seeking “to reward the
perpetrators of these atroci-
ties with statehood.”

Israel’s military offensive
in response has killed over
32,000 Palestinians, accord-
ing to Gaza’s health minis-
try, and destroyed much of
the territory, which speaker
after speaker denounced
Thursday.

After the vote, Erdan
thanked the United States
and particularly President Joe
Biden “for standing up for
truth and morality in the face
of hypocrisy and politics.”

He called the Palestinian
Authority — which con-
trols the West Bank and the
U.S. wants to see take over
Gaza where Hamas still has
sway — “a terror supporting
entity.”

The Israeli U.N. ambas-
sador referred to the require-
ments for U.N. membership
— accepting the obligations
in the U.N. Charter and
being a “peace-loving” state.

“How can you say seri-
ously that the Palestinians
are peace loving? How?”
Erdan asked. “The Palestin-
ians are paying terrorists,
paying them to slaughter us.
None of their leaders con-
demns terrorism, nor the
Oct. 7 massacre. They call
Hamas their brothers.”
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Weather

Friday, April 19, 2024
(24-hour observations at 6:54 p.m. Thursday At the Fort
‘Wayne International Airport)
High: 68; Low: 49; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 5.59

feet at 9:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast

Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 56. Northwest
wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 39. West

wind around 10 mph.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 51. West wind
10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 35.

West wind 5 to 10 mph.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 55.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 36.

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 62.

Monday Night: A 20% chance of showers after 2 a.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 46.

Tuesday: A chance of showers, then showers likely and
possibly a thunderstorm after 2 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 62. Breezy. Chance of precipitation is 70%.

Tuesday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 40. Chance of precipita-

tion is 60%.

Three arrested

(Continued from Page 1)

meanor, and possession of
paraphernalia, a Class C
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$11,500.

Elbert Lee Marshall, 58,
was charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine
and two counts of posses-
sion of a narcotic drug, all
Level 6 felonies, possession
of marijuana, a Class B mis-
demeanor, and possession
of paraphernalia, a Class C
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$10,500.

All three subjects were
taken into custody follow-
ing a search of a residence in
the 1000 block of North Oak
Street last Friday. Elliott and
Morlan reportedly share the
home. Upon arrival, offi-
cers located four individu-
als inside, as well as a child
between four and six months
of age inside of a car unat-
tended.

The child’s father was
later determined to be one
of the four individuals, who
did not live on the property
or sustain charges.

According to a probable
cause affidavit, police locat-
ed a clear zip-top bag con-
taining a large crystal rock
and loose rocks weighing
9.68 grams, various straws
and pen casings that field
tested positive for meth-
amphetamine, burnt pieces
of aluminum foil and addi-
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tional paraphernalia in the
residence. Elliott reportedly
was also in possession of
a “joint,” or a rolled mari-
juana cigarette when police
arrived.

Marshall told police that
he lived inside of a con-
struction site trailer on the
property. Inside the trailer,
police found a brand new
digital pocket scale, which
field tested positive for fen-
tanyl, as well as an addi-
tional pocket scale, a clear
glass vial containing six
pills that field tested posi-
tive for fentanyl, a clear
jeweler bag with a white
substance that weighed
3.45 grams, and additional
paraphernalia.

Elliott pleaded not guilty
to the charges during her ini-
tial hearing on Tuesday. She
is scheduled for a pretrial
conference at 1 p.m. on June
5 in the Wells Circuit Court.

Morlan posted bond on
Tuesday. He is scheduled
for a pretrial conference at
1 p.m. on June 5, also in the
Wells Circuit Court. Morlan
has an active warrant for
his arrest for an additional
charge involving animal cru-
elty.

Marshall, whose case
is being tried in the Wells
Superior Court, is scheduled
for a status hearing at 1 p.m.
on June 11.

sydney@news-banner.com
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Larry Hoffman, 79

Larry L. Hoffman, 79, of Bluff-
ton, passed away Tuesday morn-
ing, April 16, 2024, at Stillwater
Hospice Home in Fort Wayne, fol-
lowing an extended illness.

Larry was born in Berne on
Sept. 22, 1944, to Ralph and
Evelyn (Biberstein) Hoffman; both
parents preceded him in death.
He married Marlyce “Mickie”
(Crump) in Franklin, Indiana, on
Oct. 20, 1968; she survives in
Bluffton.

Larry was a 1962 graduate of Adams Central High
School and was a member of Calvary Lutheran Church
in Bluffton. Larry was a truck driver for Supervalu-Food
Marketing, retiring in 2006. He worked part-time fol-
lowing retirement, driving for local farmers and busi-
nesses and helping his brother with Hoffman Sales in
Monroe. Larry enjoyed attending his grandchildren’s
sporting events and his morning breakfast club with
friends at various local restaurants.

In addition to his wife of 55 years, Larry is survived
by two sons, Jason Hoffman of Bluffton and Jeff (Tonya)
Hoffman of Decatur; two grandchildren, Jace Hill of
Decatur and Dane (Alyssa) Hoffman of New Haven; one
great-grandson due in May; one brother, Bryce (Carol)
Hoffman of Monroe; and 2 sisters, Lou Ann (Merlin)
Frank of Berne and Donna (Randy) Beber of Decatur.

Larry was preceded in death by his parents, one
grandson, Drake Hill, and two brothers, Jim Hoffman
and a twin brother Gary Hoffman.

In accordance with Larry’s wishes, no public services
will be held. Burial will take place at a later date.

Memorials can be made to Friends Who Care Cancer
Relief Foundation in care of the funeral home.

Online condolences can be made at
goodwincaleharnish.com.

Goodwin — Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel in Bluff-
ton have been entrusted with funeral arrangements.

David R. Masterson, 71

David R. Masterson, 71, of La
Fontaine, passed away at 5:11
pm on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at
Rolling Meadows Health & Reha-
bilitation Center in LaFontaine.
He was born in Wells County
Hospital in Bluffton, on Thursday,
March 26, 1953, to Marlin and
Shirley (Arnold) Masterson.

David graduated in 1971 from
Southern Wells High School. He
played drums all through his high
school years and had once been
a member of the band known as Earth Water.

Back in the day, David started out working as a semi-
driver. He went on to work for the Wells County Sher-
iff's Department for many years and then retired from
Peyton’s Northern in Bluffton.

David enjoyed going to air shows, as well as to air
bases on tours.

Survivors include his ex-wife, Cynthia McVay; daugh-
ters, Beth (Bobby) Fuller of Marion and Christina Mas-
terson of Bluffton; four grandchildren, Robin Russell of
Marion, Skye Russell of Marion, Alexis Jade Eckelbarger
of Lima, Ohio, and Jordan Eckelbarger of Bluffton; sis-
ters, Debrah (Kevin) Smith of Florida and Sandra (Rick)
Nine of Roanoke; and brother, Paul (Lora) Masterson of
Poneto.

He was preceded in death by his parents and his twin
sister, Paula Masterson.

There will be no public visitation or funeral service.

Arrangements are entrusted to Needham-Storey-
Wampner Funeral & Cremation Service, North Chapel,
1341 N. Baldwin Ave., Marion, IN.

Memories may be shared online at nswcares.com.

Mary Jane Trent, 80

Mary Jane Trent, 80, formerly
of Craigville and Berne, passed
away Wednesday, April 17, 2024,
at Ossian Health & Rehabilitation
Center.

She was born May 28, 1943,
in Powell County, Kentucky to
Albert and Ethel Mae (White)
Adams.

Mary Jane retired from the
United States Postal Service,
where she started working at
the Post Office in Craigville and
worked for many years at the Decatur Post Office. She
was a former member of the Bluffton First Church of the
Nazarene and a longtime faithful member of the Faith
Baptist Church in Berne.

On Jan. 26, 1962, in Waltersville, Ken., Mary Jane and
Fred “Sonny” Trent were married. They shared 61 years
of marriage before he preceded her in death on Feb. 18,
2023.

Survivors include a daughter, Tracye Dawn Trent-
Cashdollar; and two grandchildren, Chase and Luke
Cashdollar, all of Fort Wayne. She is also survived by
in-laws and longtime caregivers, Jim and Treva Betz of
Poneto; along with extended family.

Mary Jane is preceded in death by her parents; her
husband, Fred “Sonny” Trent; a son, William Fred Trent;
three brothers, Gene, Harry and Willie Adams; and two
sisters, Francis and Betty.

Funeral services will take place at noon Friday, April
26, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in
Bluffton with Pastor Ryan Marsh officiating. Burial will
follow at Six Mile Cemetery in Bluffton.

A visitation will be held from 10 a.m. to noon, Friday,
prior to the service at the funeral home.

Memorials may be made in Mary Jane’s memory to
the Faith Baptist Church in Berne.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the
care of the Lemler family of the Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online con-
dolences to the family at www.thomarich.com.

Karen L. Blinn, 86

Karen L. Blinn, 86, of Warren, passed away April 14,
2024.

Arrangements have been entrusted to Glancy-H.
Brown & Son Funeral Home in Warren, IN.

Mona L. Brown, 73

Mona L. Brown, 73, passed away Thursday after-
noon, April 18, 2024, at Bluffton Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Bluffton.

Funeral arrangements are pending with Goodwin
— Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel 3220 East SR 124
Bluffton, IN.

Police Notebook

Obituary Policy

INCIDENTS

City:

Wednesday, 2:09 p.m.,
Walmart. Caller reported
being verbally harassed by a
DoorDash driver.

Wednesday, 2:22 p.m.,
Budget Inn. Caller reported
subjects keeping him awake
and bothering him.

Wednesday, 3:02 p.m.,
100 block of North Oak
Street. Report of junk and
trash around the side of the
house.

Wednesday, 3:28 p.m.,
Kroger. Caller reported they
found a wallet. Owner con-
tacted.

Wednesday, 5:36 p.m.,
100 block of North Main
Street. Caller reported
unwanted subject.

Wednesday, 8:34 p.m.,
600 block of Creek Drive.
Report of a jeep parked

by the pond. Subject lived
nearby and was on the
phone.

Wednesday, 8:58 p.m., 70
block of Sunset Drive. Call-
er reported that it appeared
someone used a screw driver
on their door.

Wednesday, 9:23 p.m.,
Hardee’s. Management
requested trespass warning
for two individuals.

Thursday, 9:01 a.m.,
Bluffton High School. Offi-
cer received truancy report.

County:

Wednesday, 11:59 a.m.,
S.R. 116 and East 100 North,
Bluffton. Report of a semi
stuck in the roadway

Wednesday, 7:43 p.m.,
Wells County Jail. Warrant
served to Shane Fletcher.

Wednesday, 8:39 p.m.,
1000 South Meridian Road,
Bluffton. Report of fire-

works.

Thursday, 2:27 a.m., West
1000 South and Jeff Road,
Warren. Report a stop sign
that was knocked down
by semi. Temporary sign
placed.

Thursday, 8:58 a.m.,
Wells County Courthouse.
Subject detained by court-
house security.

ACCIDENTS

County:

Thursday, 9:13 a.m.,
U.S. 224 and C.R. 100
East. Johnathon Baxter, 17,
Fort Wayne, was driving
straight when he collided
with a GMC Sav that was
proceeding into the inter-
section from a stop sign.
The front left side of Bax-
ter’s Ford F-150 collided
with the passenger side of
the GMC Sav, driven by
Kory Crump, 29, Liberty

Wells County Briefs

Jail to re-do isolation cell

The Wells County Jail’s one isolation
cell will soon need to be refinished, said

Sheriff Scott Holliday.

The 10 ft. by 12 ft. cell is complete-
ly padded to prevent any self-inflicted
harm by an inmate. Holliday said this
cell has been repaired multiple times,
and last time the contractor had said
it would next need to be refinished for

safety purposes.

Holliday reported preliminary quotes
ranging between $30,000 and $50,000
and intends to request a portion of this
amount through an additional appropria-
tion with the Wells County Council.

Additionally, the commissioners 3-0
approved $71,000 in remaining Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act funds for buying

patrol vehicles.

As of Monday, Holliday reported 79

Residents can bring up to six paper-
sized boxes for free paper shredding,
sponsored by the Solid Waste Manage-
ment District. Staples, rubber bands
and paperclips are OK, but newspapers,
phone books, carbon papers or maga-
zines will not be accepted.

During its meeting Monday, the dis-
trict board also approved a six-month
CD investment with Flagstar Bank in
Bluffton. The district received a 5.34%

rate on their investment of $100,000.

inmates in the Wells County Jail. Of
this total, 41 were pre-trial holds for the

Wells County Circuit Court, 24 for the
Superior Court, eight from the Depart-
ment of Correction and four Level 4 fel-

ons.

County to host free

shred event on May 4

A free paper shredding event will be
offered by the Recycling Center from
9-11 a.m. on Saturday, May 4, at the
Washington Commons in Bluffton.

Supervisor Kevin Poling also advised
operations were overall running smooth-
ly, jokingly noting that a light bulb had
recently gone out. “I don’t know how
many Bluffton recycling supervisors it
takes to change a light bulb,” he quipped.

The board’s next meeting is at 4 p.m.
on May 20 at the Carnegie Annex.

All board members were present.

Rain leads
to drainage questions

The recent spring rain has led to an

uptick in questions for Surveyor Jarrod
Hahn. Since the Wabash River in Bluff-

ton flooded to its highest level since
2019, he said some people have never
encountered drainage issues. That said,
several inquiries have also come from
private drain issues, which Wells County
is not responsible for.
All board members were present.
— Compiled by Holly Gaskill

Center. The GMC contin-
ued off the roadway, strik-
ing a state highway marker
post and cement survey
marker before coming to
rest in the yard of Norwell
High School. Crump was
taken to the hospital for
injuries to the left shoulder
and knees. Damages did not
exceed $25,000.
ARRESTS

Shane Michael Fletcher,
42, North Manchester; sex
offender registration viola-
tion, a Level 6 felony. Bond
set at $10,000.

Terry Allen King, 53,
Bluffton; possession of
methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony. No bond set.

Alexander Michael Col-
lier, 19, Fort Wayne; minor
consumption of alcoholic
beverage, a Class C misde-
meanor.

Interpretive

programs
Ouabache State Park

4830 E SR 201,
Bluffton, IN 46714, 260-
724-0926

Interpretive Natural-
ist: Lydia Ade

Friday, April 19:
Evening Roving Inter-
preter. Be on the lookout
in the campground for
your seasonal interpre-
tive naturalist Lydia Ade.
Find out what she is car-
rying and ask about the
weekend events.

Saturday, April 20:
10 a.m.—Bison Feed-
ing, meeting at the front
of the bison enclosure to
learn about our nation-
al mammal and watch
them being fed; 1 p.m.—
Nature Journals: meet at
the Campview Shelter to
assemble and decorate
your own nature journal.

Sunday, April 21: 10
a.m—Fire Tower Climb.
Join the naturalist on the
brick pathway in front of
the tower to learn about
the 90-foot structure and
its rich history.

Note: Kids under
the age of 14 MUST be
accompanied by an adult
for events.

Sheriffs’ Association offers Youth Leadership Camp

The Indiana Sheriffs’ Association
announced and will be celebrating
their 44th Annual Indiana Sheriffs’
Association Youth Leadership Camp
will be held in June and July again this

year.

There will be two camp ses-
sions this year, the first session will
be held June 17-June 20,
Creek Camp in Pine Village, Indi-
ana, serving the northern part of the

State.

The Indiana Sheriffs’ Association

at Pine

tors.

Youth Leadership Camp is a program
provided by the Indiana Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation for boys and girls who are cur-
rently in the seventh or eighth grade
of school and are interested in learn-
ing more about a possible career in
law enforcement. The camp provides
a very meaningful experience and
relationship with other campers from
throughout the state and sheriff officers
who serve as counselorsand instruc-

Any boy or girl currently in the sev-

enth or eighth grade of school inter-
ested in attending the camp should
contact the Sheriff’s Office or your
school counselor for an application
and additional information. The Sher-
iff announced that arrangements can
possibly be made to provide the camp
registration fee through a local busi-
ness or civic organization for anyone
interested.

For more information please contact

the local Sheriff’s office or the Indiana

Sheriffs’” Association.

Higher education commission updates progress

By WHITNEY
DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana’s higher educa-
tion czar celebrated some
early wins in an address
Monday but acknowledged
the work still to be done to
improve enrollment and
completion of higher educa-
tion degrees.

“With the combined
efforts of policy, partner-
ships, and programming,
driven by clear strategy and
goals, underpinned by a
strong strategic management
process, and with an under-
standing of and service to
students at the heart, we are
working to create a culture
in Indiana around the impor-
tance of higher education

Corrections and
clarifications

Thursday’s News-Banner
misstated that there was no
communication between the
town of Markle and Wells
County about the Economic
Development Commis-
sion. Markle Town Council
President Matthew Doss has
since clarified that Bluff-
ton Common Council Scott
Mentzer asked him to par-
ticipate in the hiring process
for a new director.

The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths.

and more broadly training
and education beyond a high
school diploma,” said Indi-
ana Higher Education Com-
missioner Chris Lowery.
Progress includes an
uptick in higher education
enrollment and Indiana now
placing 11th in the nation for
its college completion rate.
College enrollment
increased by nearly 5,000
students, or two percent,
compared to the fall 2022
school year making 2023

the first year enrollment in
Indiana has increased in the
past 13 years. Over 244,000
students, both undergradu-
ate and graduate, enrolled
in one of Indiana’s public
higher education institutions
during the fall 2023 school
year.

Both improvements
are part of the goals set
by the Indiana Commis-
sion for Higher Education’s
HOPE agenda, or Hoosier
Opportunities and Possi-

bilities through Education,
launched last year. Addition-
al address remarks included
wins from the 2024 legisla-
tive session.

The commission’s Part-
nership Pentagon, com-
posed of business and edu-
cation leaders along with
government and community
stakeholders, is tasked with
understanding those goals
and proposing solutions to
Indiana’s higher education
challenges.

WE HELPYOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get

ers - Connie Vangelakos
e

)

L

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tég is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars

“Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of death,
basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and services and the name of the
funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not meet the
definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publication.

FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)
WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall » 260-824-1618
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Letters to the Editor

A letter to the community
of Bluffton

We are writing to you as residents and/or property own-
ers of River Road in Bluffton, Indiana. We have all admired
the Wabash River’s aesthetic charm for Bluffton and River
Road.

Recently concern has grown over the proposed street
light poles along River Road.

Between Thursday, March 28, and Monday, April 1,
numerous wooden street light poles were strewn along
the south side of River Road from Orchard Ridge Drive
to Bill’s Creek. On Tuesday, April 2, all the poles were
removed because of the rising flood waters of the Wabash
River.

We did not learn of the plan to install street lights for the
purpose of lighting the River Greenway, which is located
along the north side of River Road, until the weekend of
March 30 and 31. And we didn’t learn this through any for-
mal, written communication from the City.

This project has potential to drastically change the look
and feel of our community. We are concerned for the aes-
thetics of River Road and River Greenway, maintenance
of land, land owner consideration, and reevaluations of our
land value.

The decision-making process for this project seems to
be happening behind closed doors without adequate public
input or consultation. This is not how decisions should be
made in a democratic society that values transparency and
public participation. We have not been informed of the pur-
pose, scope, timeline, or budget of this project.

We are especially concerned about the placement of
street light poles along River Road, which Mayor Whick-
er, in a letter dated April 2 or 3, depending on to whom the
letter was mailed, would be in the city street right-of-way.
We would like to see documentation for the legal “right-of-
way.”

According to the data from the National League of Cit-
ies {2019), 70% of local government believes that citizen
engagement in local government decisionmaking is crucial
for successful urban planning. Yet it appears that we are
being left out of this important discussion about our own
community.

We believe it is essential for us and other community
members to voice our concerns and suggestions about the
River Road Project before any final decisions are made
and to have an opportunity to influence decisions that will
impact our daily lives and environment.

While we aren’t opposed to lighting the River Greenway,
we request a halt to installations of the street light poles
along River Road until our concerns have been addressed.

THE RIVER ROAD NEIGHBORHOOD
Jennifer Brink, Dan Brink, Cindy Gagle,

Phillip Gagle, Nathan Clem, Carrie Boots,
Braden Boots, Barry Duncan, Constance Duncan,
Doug Sundling, Steve Gerber, Rebecca Steury,
Jennifer Folder, Tiffany Smith, Jason Smith
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This defiant Ukrainian general has no smile
— and surprising remarks on Trump

KYIV — Lt. Gen. Kyrylo Budanov’s glowering
face is barely visible in the half-light of his office.

He likes to work in the dark, as befits the chief of
Ukraine’s military intelligence service, the GUR.
Behind him in the gray gloom, you can see a paint-
ing of a giant owl, the symbol of his service, savagely
devouring a bat that is the motif of its Russian coun-
terpart.

Budanov is the dark prince of the Ukraine war. His
drop-dead stare has become an icon for Ukrainians
— a symbol of bravery and defiance in this third year
of conflict with Russia. Ukraine’s NV news outlet
calls him the man “without a smile.” A meme that
circulates on the internet shows nine identical pictures
of his scowling face, labeled “happy,” “angry,” “trou-
bled,” “excited” and so on.

Budanov spoke with me for 90 minutes last month
in his forbidding office on what Ukrainians call “the
Island,” a derelict string of buildings on a peninsula
on the Dnieper River. He was, as always, the voice
of resistance — promising to take the fight into Rus-
sia with drones and
special operations,
confirming reports
that he’s battling with
Wagner mercenaries
in Africa and scoffing
at a Korea-style nego-
tiated settlement.

With the House of
Representatives near-
ing a final vote on
additional military aid
to Ukraine, Budanov
delivered a clear,
emphatic message to
the United States: “You should keep helping us, and
you should, at last, deliver the assistance we need. We
will have a common victory together.”

War always has an element of theater, and Budan-
ov might be this conflict’s most colorful character.
He’s just 38, and he’s famously courageous in battle.
He fought behind Russian lines between 2014 and
2016 in Donbas and was injured three times, includ-
ing taking shrapnel in his heart, neck and back. In
2016, he led a raid that killed a lieutenant general
from Russia’s Federal Security Service, or FSB.

Budanov predicted that Russia will launch a big
offensive starting in June to try to capture all of
Donetsk and Luhansk, the two provinces known as
the Donbas region, which Russia has claimed but
doesn’t control. The Russians will then focus on the
November elections in the United States and the after-
math. “Until the inauguration of your president, they
will try to get as much as possible of the territories of
Donetsk and Luhansk,” perhaps hoping that a reelect-
ed President Donald Trump can ratify their gains.

To counter the Russians, Budanov plans more

T

oo
sy

TROUBLE on TeE FAR RIGHT WING....

cross-border attacks by the “Russian vol-
unteers” who operate inside Russia with
support from his service, along with more
drone attacks. He explained: “We’ve
offered a plan aimed at reduction of Rus-
sian potential. It encompasses a lot of
aspects, like the military industry ... criti-
cal military targets, their airfields, their
command-and-control posts.”

When I asked if Ukrainian attacks inside

Russia would continue, Budanov offered a David
rare trace of a smile. “T hope so,” he said. :
A cartoon circulating on the internet shows I g natius

Putin meeting Budanov in a park and ask-

ing if his dog bites. Budanov answers no, and Putin
pets the animal. The dog takes a gun and shoots Putin
dead.

The Russians have tried to assassinate Budanov at
least 10 times, according to Ukraine’s count, including
at least two missile strikes on his headquarters at the
Island. A Moscow court issued a warrant for his arrest
last year for allegedly plotting to
destroy the Kerch Strait bridge.
His wife, Marianna, was poisoned
by heavy metals, according to
Ukrainian reports last year.

Budanov doesn’t appear fazed.
If anything, he seems to relish
the danger. Some friends worry
that he can be reckless. “Kyrylo
has succeeded in so many risks,
he doesn’t have good risk assess-
ment,” one told me.

Near the end of our conversa-
tion, I asked Budanov if he was
worried that if Trump were elect-
ed, he might try to impose a settlement. His answer
surprised me, but perhaps it underlined what a canny
intelligence operator he is. He’s already recruiting a
potential asset.

“I have a huge respect for the personality of
Trump,” Budanov said. He noted that the former pres-
ident had attended a military academy, and he lauded
his tenacity. “There have been nine instances in his
life when he went to the top, fell to the very bottom
of life, and went back again.” But as for any Trump
peace plan, he said: “Even a person like him won’t be
able to resolve this issue in one day.”

My visit to the Island was a reminder that Ukraine
survives in part on mythic, galvanizing personalities
such as Budanov and President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky. Last year, Budanov’s fans posted what became
known as the “silent video,” which showed him sit-
ting wordlessly for 33 seconds in his office, glaring at
the camera. At the end of this half-minute of unspoken
defiance, the screen displayed the words: “To be con-
tinued.”

Follow David Ignatius @IgnatiusPost on X

Today in History

Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper.

By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, April 19, the 110th
day of 2024. There are 256 days left
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On
April 19, 1993, the 51-day siege at
the Branch Davidian compound near
Waco, Texas, ended as fire destroyed
the structure after federal agents began
smashing their way in; about 80 peo-
ple, including two dozen children and
sect leader David Koresh, were killed.
Then on the same date in 1995, Timo-
thy McVeigh, seeking to strike at the

government he blamed for the Waco
deaths, destroyed the Alfred P. Murrah
Federal Building in Oklahoma City,
killing 168 people. (McVeigh was
convicted of federal murder charges
and executed in 2001.)

On this date:

In 1775, the American Revolution-
ary War began with the battles of Lex-
ington and Concord.

In 1865, a funeral was held at the
White House for President Abraham
Lincoln, assassinated five days ear-
lier; his coffin was then taken to the

U.S. Capitol for a private memorial
service in the Rotunda.

In 1897, the first Boston Marathon
was held; winner John J. McDermott
ran the course in two hours, 55 min-
utes and 10 seconds.

In 1912, a special subcommittee
of the Senate Commerce Committee
opened hearings in New York into the
Titanic disaster.

In 1943, during World War 11, tens
of thousands of Jews in the Warsaw
Ghetto began a valiant but ultimately
futile uprising against Nazi forces.



DIVERSIONS

Finding love in all the wrong places

Dear Annie: I have let myself get
involved with a significantly younger
guy. To make matters worse, I’'m mar-
ried. In my defense, before I even started
talking to this other guy, my husband and
I had come to a place in our marriage
where we were more like roommates
than husband and wife. We didn’t even
share the same bedroom (which was his
decision). He never showed me affection
of any kind. We spoke to each other, but
that was it.

I started socializing with men on
social media, and I must admit I did get
taken by a scammer for $12,000, which
I shouldn’t have never let happen. But
I have met this great guy on another
site. He lives in Nigeria and is younger
than me. I know Nigeria has a bad track
record for scammers, but this guy really
doesn’t seem like he would be into that
stuff.

As for my husband... I care for him
and don’t want to keep hurting him but
my love for him isn’t the way it should
be. Yet, I can’t bring myself to leave him.

The guy in Nigeria begs me to fly to
see him. We FaceTime each other and
talk on the phone so much and text each
other when he’s not working. We are
constantly on the phone — or we were,
anyway. Lately, I have noticed that often
I text him, call him or FaceTime him,
and he doesn’t respond back. Then final-
ly, three days later, he will text back and
ask when am I flying to him. I question
him on why or what happened I haven’t
heard from him. His answer is always
that he’s been busy working. I’ve noticed
that whenever I mention getting extra
pay at work, he responds right away.

Annie, maybe, deep down, my heart
is saying that maybe he is a scammer and
actually doesn’t feel about me the way
I’d hoped he would.

I get nostalgic looking back on how
he treated me four months ago when we
first started talking, and it’s not the same.
I've brought this up with him, but he just
insists he’s working to make a good life
for us when I come. — Love Two Men

Dear Love Two: In case your heart
isn’t saying it loudly enough, I'll add
my voice to the chorus: This man is a
scammer. If that weren't reason enough
to lose his number, there’s also the fact

of your marriage.
You and your hus-
band took vows,
and that still means
something, even
if you've grown
apart. You owe
it to yourselves
to try bridging
the gulf. Tell him
how you’re long-
ing for intimacy
and affection;
commit to mar-
riage counseling
together. (There are
also online counseling options available,
such as BetterHelp and Couples Therapy
Inc.)

If you’ve completely moved on and
are going to continue seeing other men,
OK, fine. But at least first give your
husband the courtesy of a divorce —
and don't give new suitors your credit
card numbers, passwords, Social Secu-

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

rity number, birthdate or other personal ZITS
data. §
.. . JEREMY, WHy Do Yol g
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tigation. ASSIGNMENTS? o IN EARLY/ POINT.
Beware if the individual seems too | [.ghe

perfect or quickly asks you to leave a
dating service or social media site to
communicate directly.

Beware if the individual requests
inappropriate photos or financial infor-
mation.

Beware if the individual promises to
meet in person but then always comes
up with an excuse why he or she can't.
If you haven’t met the person after a few
months, for whatever reason, you have
good reason to be suspicious.

Never send money to anyone you
have only communicated with online or
by phone.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more
information. Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.
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Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham {

Jesus bridged the gap
between God and us

washed away, and
jumping across the
gorge is not an option.

tion, Jesus bridged the
gap between God and us
— a gap caused by sin. But
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Question: While attend-
ing a conference on joy,
I heard a speaker chal-
lenge those in attendance
to commit themselves to
God. I've been in church
all my life but I've never
heard that said. The speak-

Seemingly, you have
no hope of reaching your
destination. But off in the
distance you notice anoth-
er bridge that people are
crossing. What would you
have to do to get across?

First, go to that bridge

simply believing intellec-
tually that He has done this
is not enough. Like that
bridge across the gorge,
we must trust Him and
commit our lives to Him,
asking Him to forgive our
sin and trust in Him. When

4-19
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“I'm glad we have Kittycat.
Both our dogs outgrew

riage.”

ReWEZ

"LEROY GETS MOST OF HIS EXERCISE TRYING TO

FIND HI5 CAR IN PARKING LOTS"

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

er passed out a little card ~ believing it Wlll hold you. we do, we will discover ACROSS 36 Salary 20ld 20 Bivouac
with a prayer on it, asking ~ Then Commt}tHyOllI:SE;}f to  that He %an be tr;llsted io 1 Lob’s 37 Frighten Olds- 21 Spoken
us 10 read it and sign. I am t; put your full weight on  save us, because He truly path 40 Eyelid mobile 22 Madonna
1t and wa across to € 1S tne bridge oetween GO :
careful about what I ll’”t otter side. It isn't enough,  and os g 4 Raw hair 3 Panama role
1d€. 1 U, us. . . . .
m?’}flgmg“.re on, SZ [ left to sav vou believe it Cin materials 41 Milne neighbor 23 Meeting,
without aoing so, howey- yy : . 8 “Phooey!”  bruin 4 Aromas in slang
er, I am curious lf there is hold you — you must step (This column is based
et . . . . ! .. 12 Corp. 42 Keep for 5 Guns the 25Lena
anything in the Bible that out in faith believing it on the words and writings boss oneself enaine of “The
says we should commit Wwill hold you and guide of the late Rev. Billy Gra- , gine i
f h 13 Contra- 46 Poodle’s 6 Chemical Reader
ourselves to God.— C A. you to safety. am.) dict bowiful i 26T
Answer: Suppose you This illustrates what ©2024 Billy Graham 14 Flai 47 . SNU , ');] b bexgs
are walking along the road it means to commit your Literary Trust. Distributed 15p air - felg or ovine
and you come to a deep life to Jesus Christ. By by Tribune Content Agen- Place Your Ad 24/7/365! 5 Postpone  -Euro- of Leb. 27 Lotion
gorge. The bridge has been ~ His death and resurrec- cy, LLC. www.news-banner.com 17 Sweet pean 8 Send additive
begin- 48 Aussie again 28 Slangy
s Julalotoz] s | 530 | 6w | 630 | 7 | 730 | s | 530 | orw | 930 | 10mm | 10:30 ] 11w | 1130 | r2a | 1230 RN A i
@ 2| 63 (4:30) ¥ The Accidental Missionary |Creflo Joseph Morris TCT Today (Joyce Jewish Dr. Robert |Truths Andrew  |Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 18 Be'Onglng 49 Mediocre storm 30 Furry
T News ) e TNew a6 |CBS News Whael f~eapardy”[SATRariag™Fve Gty “Too e v Coury s Nahtcst |5 T Tt S A tous 500ld U.S. 10 Docile SCi-fi
ews nside ews a ews eel of [Jeopardy! [S.W.A.T. "Honeytrap ire Country "Too Many [Fire Country "This ightcast [(:35) The Late Show 35) After .
wane 1P| 2| 2|15]15 Edition (N) |(N) N Fortune () N Unknowns” Storm Will Pass” ) with Stephen Colbert_[mid. (| 19 Incubator gas 11 Use critter
‘f;’:r;/gz; 52 |106| 20 Hawaii Five-0 "Kupale" |Hawaii Five-0 "Lekio" |Bull "Off the Rails Bull "The Sovereigns Bull "Wrecked Bull "My Corona Bull "The Great Divide" [Bull "Prison Break sound brand scissors 33 Attention-
ABC G 3 |21 | 29 |ABC2T News at 5 (N) |ABC2T(N) [ABC World [ABC21 — [Ent. Shark Tank (N) 20720 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive [ABC21 (N) |(35) Jimmy Kimmel  [(35) 20 Barber’'s 51 Pester 16 Works getting
WPTA News (N) [News (N) |Tonight (N) newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. (N) Live! Nightline
MEC | 5 | g 1 Family 25 Words |News (N) [NBC News [Family Family Password "Nikki & Brie |Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful News (N) [(:35) Tonight Show (N) |(:35) Seth tools ona call
WPTA-2 Feud or Less (N) Feud Feud Garcia & Jimmy Fallon" |documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) Meyers (N) _ :
MNT King "Best |[The King |Modern [News (N) [Last Man [Last Man |Chicago P.D. "Fighting |Chicago P.D. "White  [Seinfeld |Seinfeld |[Mom Mom Goldbergs |The 22 Morales DOWN sound 34 Pulverize
WPTA-3 1019 5634 gt of Queens |Family Standing [Standing |Ghosts" Knuckle" "Agassi" |Goldbergs of “Ozark” 1 Essen track potatoes
aw The Steve Wilkos Show [TMZ Live (N Dish TMZ (N)  [Penn & Teller "Magic Is |Patti Stanger "Ready  |Dish TMZ (N)  [Family Guy |Family Guy|Bob's Burgers . gt »
WISE @8 |4/33|33 (N) Nation (N) for the Birds" (N) for Love" Nation (N) Burgers “Dr. Yap" 24 Wa” St eXClama' 1 9 GIVG a 36 Ylppee!
PBS Wild Metropolis PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News |Primetime (Washing- |Firing- Perform. "Now Hear ~ [NEXT "Joshua Redman, [Amanpour and Washin-  [Firing- 1 i
WFWA (39 13| 5 13939 "Commuters" America (39 (N) ton Wk (N) [Hoover (N) |This: Virtuosos" (N) where are we" (N) Company (N) gton Wk  [Hoover traders tlon darn 37 Re'aXl ng
PBS 4 Wild Metropolis Context [Cardinal |PBS NewsHour (N) Washing- |Firing- Perform. "Now Hear  [NEXT "Joshua Redman, |Amanpour and Poetry in [Firing- 25 Exagger- resorts
WIPB 3 "Commuters" Compass ton Wk (N) |Hoover (N) |This: Virtuosos" (N) where are we" (N) Company (N) America  |Hoover t . . . . 38 C |
FOX 559 WFFT Fox News at 5 |WFFT Fox News at6  [Big Bang |Big Bang |SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling News at  |Locker Young Young Neighbor |Neighbor ate Solution time: 25 mins. asua
WFFT 6165555 (N) (N) Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr... |10 (N) Room (N) ([Sheldon [Sheldon 29 AVI'” Sh | rt
CABLE CH «
23 |113]108|252 Castle "In Plane Sight" |Castle "Dead From New |Castle “Hollander's % Smart Home Killer (2023, Thriller) Anwen (:05) % A Party to Die For (2022, Horror) Kara % Smart Home Killer fO”OWGr 39 Cl UmSy
LIFE 3 |113(108(25: York" Woods" 0'Driscoll, Athena Park, Natalie Brown. (P) Royster, Jermaine Rivers, Jonetta Kaiser. (P) ('23) Natalie Brown. 30 ACtreSS me|u
FX 24 [132(136(148|(3:30) ¥ Spider-Man: Int... |¥-% %% WALL-E ('08) Ben Burtt. %% * Frozen ('13) Kristen Bell. ¥%%* Frozen Il ("19) Kristen Bell. % Jumanji: Welcome to... X o
o |25|  |106]0a Andy Andy Andy Andy Everybody [Everybody |Everybody [Everybody [Everybody [Everybody [Everybody [Everybody [The King [The King [The King [The King KImber'y 40 Classic
Griffith  |Griffith | Griffith Griffith y Raymond |Ray d y Raymond |Ray d y Raymond |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens 31 F Ford
, 26 |1420114]236 Modern  |Modern  [Modern  |Modern  [Modern ~ [Modern  |[Modern  |Modern ~ |Modern  [Modern ~ [Modern  |¥%* The Longshots (2008, Docu-Drama) Keke | %- Fighting amenco W F oras
E Family Family Family Family Family Family Family Family Family Family Family Palmer, Tasha Smith, Ice Cube. With MyF... cheer E o) 42 Golfer
Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a |¥ Movie % Movie . .
PARMT 301 2811281 it Men  |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men 32 Consider [A L Michelle
Around (N) [Pardon (L) [SportsCenter (L) (N) NBA (L) (N) |Courtside (L) (N) /(40) NBA Basketball Play-in Tournament: Professional Fighters League Professional Fighters League Welterweights & - L K _
ESPN 31/ 50 |140/206 (N) Teams TBA Professional basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N)  |Featherweights From Wintrust Arena in Chicago. (L) (N) 34L-Q -i GIE|S 43 and
ESPN2 32| 54 |143|209|NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) |College Baseball Florida at Vanderbilt (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) bndge C o) olTIA outs
Live on the Line Facing The Card [Cardinals |Cardinals! |MLB Baseball Milwaukee Brewers at St. Louis Cardinals From Busch Stadium |Cardinals |Cardinals |World Poker Tour: .
FSMW 3 418/671 Waves Life Tampa |Insider Pre (L) (N) |in St. Louis. (L) (N) Post (L) (N) |Insider Season 20 35 Chap“n of [H]A[N UlT|s 44 Mauna
UsA 34 |133/105|202 (F4i:r32) Chi. g;;iap Fire "AMan's |U.S. Olympic Trials Team - Wrestling From Bryce Jordan Center in University Park, Pa. (N) L\/rl]zBsaeyml;oEvSéshI{Ioves Chicago Fire glilrsago Fire "Foul Is “Game (?f E[D|G PlA|S J—
35 | 72 [182]278 Gold Rush WW "Fred's [Gold Rush WW Gold Rush: White Gold Rush "Welcome to [Backyard Gold Mysteries (N) Gold Rush-Res. "High |Gold Rush "Welcome to Thrones” 4-19 45 Pooch
bisc Golden Gift" "Unfinished Business"  |Water "Golden Guys" |My Nightmare" (N) "(Carolina Rare Gold" (N) Country Hail Mary" My Nightmare"
TLC 36 | 73 |183]280|Seeking Sister Wife  [Seeking Sister Wife |90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé "More to Love: Fuss in Boots™ (N) [90 Day (N) [Seeking Sister Wife 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé 2 3 9 10 |11
38| 77 1120/269 The UnXplained "Real [The UnXplained "The |UnXplained "Wonders [UnXplained "Strange  |UnXplained "America's |(05) The UnXplained  |(.05) The UnXplained  |(05) The UnXplained
HIST Life Monsters" Search for King Arthur"  |of the Ancient World"  |Stories of the Presidents" |Lost Treasures" "Apocalypse When?" “Bizarre Afflictions"
A&E 39 (134/118(265|The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "Devil's Trail"  |The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48
0 1171851312 % A Picture of Her (2023, Romance) Tyler Hynes, |%¥ Cross Country Christmas (2020, Romance) % A Blue Ridge Mountain Christmas ('19) Golden Golden Golden Golden
HALL Samantha Ferris, Rhiannon Fish. Greyston Holt, Jon Cor, Rachael Leigh Cook. Benjamin Ayres, Rachael Leigh Cook. Girls Girls Girls Girls
(:15) ¥~% Snitch (2013, Crime Story) Barry Pepper, Jon Bernthal, |(:45) ¥%% The Fast and the Furious (2001, Action) Paul %% 2 Fast 2 Furious (2003, Action) Tyrese Chucky
SYFY 41 135)1221244 Dwayne Johnson. Walker, Michelle Rodriguez, Vin Diesel. Gibson, Eva Mendes, Paul Walker.
TBS 43 [130[139]247|Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [¥%x Why Did | Get Married? ('07) Tyler Perry. [(25) ¥ Tyler Perry's Why Did | Get Married Too? ("10) Tyler Perry.
44 |131/138|2a5 (4:45) ¥% % The Meg (2018, Sci-Fi) Li Bingbing, %% Godzilla vs. Kong (2021, Sci-Fi) Millie Bobby Brown, NBA Basketball Play-in Tournament: Teams TBA Professional ~ |Inside the NBA Play-In
NT Rainn Wilson, Jason Statham. Rebecca Hall, Alexander Skarsgard. basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N) Round (L) (N)
(4:00) ¥ % The Mummy Returns (01, Ad ) |#% %% The Avengers (2012, Action) Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, Robert (:15) ¥% k% Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015, Action) Chris Hemsworth, Mark
AMC 45 1311254 Rachel Weisz, John Hannah, Brendan Fraser. Downey Jr.. Ruffalo, Robert Downey Jr..
[ 47 107|249[Seinfeld  [Seinfeld [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [#** Wedding Crashers (05) Owen Wilson.
(4:30) Speak [NASCAR Xfinity Racing Series Ag- |College Softball Nebraska at Michigan Action PokerStars PCA 2023  [PokerStars PCA 2023  [Road to  |AFL Collingwood Magpies vs. Port
Fst 481641150219/ () Pro 300, Qualifying (L) (N) from women's college softball. (L) (N) Main Event - Part 8 Main Event - Part 9 (N)  |UEFA Adelaide Power (L) (N)
WGN 53 307|Vargas Report (L) (N)  |The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) [Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
WE 57 128(260(9-1-1 "Hero Complex"  [9-1-1 "Starting Over”  {9-1-1 9-1-1 "Crash & Learn"  Love After (SP) (N) The Barnes Bunch (N) |Love After Lockup The Barnes Bunch
FOOD 59 [153/110(231|Diners |Diners Diners \Diners Diners Diners Diners \Diners Best Bite "Joplin" (N) |Diners Diners Diners \Diners Best Bite "Joplin"
BRAVO 60 [140[129]237|(4:00) ¥ Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire ¥% % Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix ('07) Daniel Radcliffe. |¥ Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
NICK 68 170(299|¥%* The Addams Family ('19) Oscar Isaac. % Sing 2 (21) Matthew McC hey. \Sheldon Friends Friends Friends \Friends Friends Friends
DISN 69 | 30 [172(290(Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City [Big City |Big City  |¥%%% Cinderella ("15) Cate Blanchett. (55) Hailey |(25) Hailey [Big City [Big City [Ladybug [Ladybug
Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy|Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy |Family Guy|Family Guy|The 700 Club The The
FREEFORM |70 | 32|180/311 "Petey IV" Simpsons  [Simpsons
301 300(501/1%) An American Bombing: The Road to April |{The Sympathizer % Father Figures (2017, Comedy) Owen Wilson, |Real Time With Bill Jerrod Car [Real Time With Bill Jerrod
HBO 19th Glenn Close, Ed Helms. Mabher (L) (N) N) Maher Carmichael
(4:20) ¥ %% The End of [(:05) #%** Scott Pilgrim vs. the World ('10) ¥k %% Source Code ('11) Michelle |(:35) ¥ %% The Bourne Ultimatum (2007, %% Victor Frankenstein ('15)
MAX 325 3101515 the Tour Mary Elizabeth Winstead, Michael Cera. Monaghan, Jake Gyllenhaal Action) Julia Stiles, Joan Allen, Matt Damon. James McAvoy, Daniel Radcliffe.
351851318 (4:30) ¥k % Juice ('92) [ (:15) ¥ Freelancers ('12, Action) Forest Whitaker, |¥*%%* The Godfather (1972, Crime Story) Al Pacino, James Caan, Marlon |Gentleman, Moscow [¥%%% The
SHOW 51(851|318/545| o ar Epps. Curtis "50 Cent" Jackson, Robert De Niro. Brando. "The Last Rostov" Godfather, Part Il
7 (4:05) ¥ e ¥ % %% Once Upon a Time in the West (1968, Western) Claudia ¥ %% Once Upon a Time in America (1984, Crime Story) James Woods, Elizabeth (:50) % Cold
™C 375|859|327/553| 194 (21) Cary Elwes. |Cardinale, Charles Bronson, Henry Fonda. McGovern, Robert De Niro. (P) Brook

M - Mediacom

A - Adamswells

D1 - Dish

D2 - DirecTV




Page 6 - The News-Banner - FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 2024

Starfires mercy Tigers to
open ACAC softball play

By RYAN WALKER

When it rains, it pours, and South Adams
made a splash early to defeat the Bluffton
Tigers on the softball diamond Thursday
night.

It was the first game of the ACAC season
for both clubs, and the No. 9 in 2A Starfires
(6-1, 1-0 ACAC) made it count in a 14-2
win in six innings.

South Adams opened the contest with
a three-run blast to deep centerfield from
catcher Sofia Schwartz, who hit the first of
three home runs in the game. Then, after
Bluffton (3-4, 0-1 ACAC) starting pitcher
Madyson Sonnigsen responded with a 1-2-3
second inning, South Adams put up seven
runs in the third.

The first six batters reached base, and
the speed of Macy Pries (Lake Land Col-
lege commit), Shea Alberson and Bekah
Peterson carouseled around the bases. The
trio combined for three stolen bases by that
point, and were driven in by Alberson’s dou-
ble, Patterson’s single, and Avery Brown’s
single. A walk with the bases loaded and a
sacrifice fly finally ended the dreadful third
for the Tigers at a 1-0 score.

“One through nine, it’s a solid lineup,”
Bluffton head coach Tyler Sonnigsen said.
“Probably the best team we’re going to see
all year and not just by a little bit, I mean,
a substantial amount and there’s really no
weaknesses on their defense.”

“I try to tell our kids that we want to
go create chaos on the base paths and get
bounced down steal bases,” South Adams
head coach Jessie O’Dell said. “It’s no
secret that’s what we like to do. But when
we can hit bombs like that, then it opens up
the bunt. When we can bunt, then it opens
up when we can throw strikes and we can
hit, so it’s definitely a major contribution. I
mean, they both work well together.”

Madyson Sonnigsen’s counterpart on
the mound was dealing. Addie Baker, who
entered the game with a 1.79 ERA in six

appearances, mowed down Bluffton’s line-
up one by one.

In Baker’s four innings, the junior held
the Tigers scoreless and picked up her fifth
win of the season, allowing only three bases
runners in the game, one being an infield
bunt single from Averi Petty. She finished
with eight strikeouts and only one walk.

“She is great,” Tyler Sonnigsen said of
Baker. “Taking nothing away from Baker
— She kept us off balance through the first
three innings, and after that, she didn’t have
to really throw too much of a changeup. She
was just throwing the ball by us. Location,
location, location, and we just didn’t adjust.”

All of Bluffton’s damage was done in
the fifth inning when O’Dell brought in his
other starting pitcher Gracie Bixler.

The Tigers immediately had success:
Madison Smith and Petty picked up base
hits and later scored on Marly Drayer’s sac-
rifice fly and Tyrah Shaw’s infield single.
That placed the score at 10-2, and the inning
ended with Madyson Sonnigsen and Konley
Ault going deep to centerfield, but the speed
of Patterson halted any harm.

“(We) started putting hits together a little
too late,” Tyler Sonnigsen said. “You’ve got
to hit the ball sooner. I mean, one through
four innings and then coming alive in the
fifth, we’re not going to win too many ball
games.”

Madyson Sonnigsen held the Starefires
in check during the fourth and fifth innings,
going back-to-back times without allowing
a baserunner. She allowed a leadoff double
to Brown and got taken out for Shaw out on
the mound to end her start.

That would lead into a four-run sixth
inning, capitalized by a two-run shot by Pat-
terson and a solo one by Tessa Bernard. Ber-
nard’s tallied the Starfires’ 10th home run of
the season.

Bluffton will be at Oak Hill at 5:30 p.m.
Friday, April 19.

ryan@news-banner.com

Sports Roundup

Tigers rout Starfires to

open ACAC baseball play

Bluffton got win No. 1 in ACAC play in
a 10-0 rout over South Adams in baseball
Thursday night at home.

The Tigers improved to 6-5 on the sea-
son and are now winners of five of their last
six games. Their ACAC record is 1-0.

Of Bluffton’s five hits, A.J. Streveler’s
was the only one that went for extra bases
to go along with an RBI. Brody Lewis went
1-1 with two walks, and Griffin Morgan,
Eli Garrett and Easton Blair had singles.

In the five-inning game, Braxton Betan-
court pitched the full length, allowing
no runs on three hits, three walks and 12
strikeouts.

Bluffton will visit Southern Wells at 5:30
p.m. Tuesday, April 23.

Tigers beat Bulldogs in
road girls tennis match

Bluffton picked up a win on the tennis

courts at New Haven 4-1 Thursday night.
Individual results:

* Malee Snodgrass (NH) defeated Emma
Schwartz 6-4, 6-4 at No. 1 singles.

* Eve Corkwell defeated Nakia Capers
6-1, 6-0 at No. 2 singles.

e Gretchen Crist defeated Alex Buchan-
an 6-3, 6-2 at No. 3 singles.

e Hazel Pfister and Sophie Eisenhut
defeated Brooke Thornhill and Aaliyah
Casiano 6-0, 6-0 at No. 1 doubles.

e Alexis Grover and Kinzie Fiechter
defeated Emily Gordillo and Jessica Didion
6-0, 6-0 at No. 2 doubles.

Bluffton swept the junior varsity match
6-0.

Results for JV:

* Emily Drayer defeated MArison Balta-
zar 8-1.

e Avery Hunt defeated Alyssa Billman
8-2.

* Gissel Martinez defeated Maggie Lauer
8-0.

¢ Isla Gibson and Aleeah Grover defeat-
ed Grace Galloway and Ella Wilson 8-3.

e Anna Zurcher and Madison Duncan
defeated Lucy Graves and Ciera Casiano
8-1.

¢ Briell Coratti and Kenley Falk defeated
Elia Doust and Gabi Dishong 8-4.

Bluffton will be at the Argyll Invitational
at Madison-Grant this weekend starting at 9
a.m. Saturday, April 20.

Bluffton boys win, girls fall to

Yorktown in track and field

Bluffton split with Yorktown Thursday
night at home in track.

The boys’ team won 80-43, while the
girls lost 77-46.

Event winners were:

Boys

e Jude Baumgartner in the 400m with a
time of 52.4.

* The 4x400m relay team with a time of
3:39.3.

e Tyler Godwin in the 800m with a
time of 2:10.9, in the 1600m with a time
of 4:57.7 and in the 3200m with a time of
11:22 4.

* Andrew Hunt in the 110m hurdles with
a time of 16.1 and in the 300m hurdles with
a time of 42.8.

¢ Eli Bertsch in the high jump at 5-6.

e Maksym Laishevkin in the long jump

at 19-1.50.

¢ Johnny Cruz in the shot put at 51-7.50.

Girls

e Maryn Schreiber in the 400m with a
time of 1:05.0.

e Dakota Lee in the 100m hurdles with a
time of 17.6 and in the 300m hurdles with a
time of 52.9.

e Rori Drayer in the shot put at 30-4.75.

Bluffton will host Woodlan/Adams Cen-
tral at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 23.

Raiders drop opening ACAC

game to Jets in softball

Southern Wells fell 11-1 at Adams Cen-
tral to begin ACAC play Thursday.

The Raiders fell to 1-5 on the season
with the loss.

The Raiders got their only run in the
fifth inning with an RBI single by Collena
Reeves. Kenzie Paxson, Kaylea Coffel and
Gracie Reeves had the other hits.

Coffel picked up the loss.

Southern Wells will be at home next
against South Side starting at 5:30 p.m.
Monday, April 22.

Southern Wells falls
in golf to Wapahani

Southern Wells lost at Wapahani in golf
Thursday night.

The Raiders shot a 204 compared to the
167 by the hosting school.

Southern Wells was led by Gabe McEIl-
haney with a 48, followed by Chandler
Oswalt (50), Tristen Worster (51), Cash
Banet (55) and Dirk Frauhiger (57).

Southern Wells will be at the South
Adams Invitational at 9 a.m. Saturday,
April 20.

Green Valley Golf
League sign ups begin
The Green Valley Tuesday Senior Golf
League is set to begin on April 30. Last
year, the league had 45 players. For more

information on how to sign up, contact
Steve Folk at 260-530-7005.

Knights top Spartans in
junior varsity baseball

Norwell defeated Homestead in junior
varsity baseball on the road Thursday night.

The Knights were led by Josiah Ray
with a 2-2 day at the plate with two RBI
and a double. The other hits went to Nick
McBride, Jaxson Dohrman and Adam Mah-
nensmith.

Mahnensmith got the win, throwing five
innings and allowing one run, six hits and
two walks.

Tigers defeat Starfires
in ACAC JV softball game

Bluffton earned a junior varsity softball
win over South Adams 8-4 at home Thurs-
day.

The Tigers had six hits, two by Jillian
Phillippe including a double. Addison Geh-
ring, Addison Kauffman, Kiertynn Reed
and Kinlee Taylor had one hit each. Reese
Turnbull picked up two RBI in the game.
Phillippe, Kauffman, and Sierra Holmes
each had one RBI.

Kinlee Taylor got the win, throwing five
innings and striking out five.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!

www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner

SPORT

Bluffton catcher Madison Smith rips a single the opposite way off of South Adams’ pitcher Gra-
cie Bixler Thursday at home. Smith was one of the two Tigers to have two hits in the game in
which the Tigers scored only two runs and had five total hits. (Photos provided)

Tiger hitter Averi Petty slaps at a high pltch during the Starfires game. She went 2-3 on the day

High School Calendar

FRIDAY, APRIL 19

BASEBALL: Angola at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Wayne at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Norwell at Homestead, 5 p.m.;
Bluffton at Oak Hill, 5:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 20

BASEBALL: Mississinewa at Southern
Wells, 10 a.m.

Ellio ends 4ace
winless streak with
OT victory in NASCAR

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) —

race.

Elliott pulled ahead and cleared Ross Chastain on the first
lap after the second restart in overtime Sunday at Texas Motor
Speedway, ending a 42-race winless streak for NASCAR’s

most popular driver.

“A lot of things went on our way today. I'm not naive to
that,” Elliott said. ““You have to be in the mix and you’ve got
to be up front to even have things go your way. And we were

close enough to do that.”

The race ended on the 16th caution after Elliott had taken
the white flag for the 276th lap in a race scheduled for 267
laps. Chastain got bumped from behind by defending race
winner William Byron, who finished third and was just behind
Brad Keselowski when the final yellow flag came out.

It was the fifth win this season for Hendrick Motorsports,
the 306th for NASCAR’s winningest team, but the first for
Elliott in the No. 9 Chevrolet since Talladega in October 2022.

“The longer it goes and the more ways you find to either
not run good or lose races, you know it can make it tougher,”
Elliott said. “It’s been an extremely important thing to me ... to
try to climb this mountain again together and try to get back to

where we need to be as a group.”

Elliott and Denny Hamlin were at the front of the field after The Quality Service
a restart with two laps left in regulation, and they were racing | Fii§  You Deserve!” %
all-out when Hamlin got loose on the outside going into Turn 260-324-9149
4 and went hard into the wall, bringing out the 14th caution

and sending the race to overtime.
“Trying go for the win ...

son.

That was the second restart in the last 10 laps of regulation,
with Hamlin leading on the previous one before Elliott edged
ahead about the same time that another caution came out when
polesitter Kyle Larson wrecked after a crowded four-wide

jumble back in the field.
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Chase Elliott had to get
through a few extra laps after 18 months since last winning a

got loose and spun out,”
Hamlin, the only driver to lead laps in all nine races this sea-

BOYS GOLF: Norwell, Bluffton, Southern
Wells at South Adams Golf Invitational, 9
a.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Norwell at Concordia, 10
a.m.; Bluffton at Argyll Invitational, 9 a.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Northfield, 10 a.m.

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Southern Wells
at Eastern, 10:30 a.m.

7 5 4

AUDIO
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C S, SECURITY
NETWORKING

WAC

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS &
FLOOD LIGHTS

WALKWAY

AREA LIGHTING

INDICATOR
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

(260) 724-2276

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
e — % block west of U.S. 27 North

PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

Bluffton Tire Inc.

said

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

ﬂ% Discontinued

Closeout Tires

1-260-824-0418
Service with a Smile!

Fll#

Barry Scott Tyler Shaffer Marion Wells

Service Manager Parts Manager Service Consultant

Hiday Motors

1743 N. Main St., Bluffton « 824-0900




SPORTS

Billiard signs with Trine for football

By RYAN WALKER
Norwell’s senior offensive lineman will
be taking his talents to Trine University

next fall.

Ayden Billiard signed his national letter
of intent with the Thunder Thursday morn-
ing at the high school — among one of the
largest supporting casts there’s been dur-

ing a signing.

“It’s great having this many people
here,” Billiard said. “Most of them foot-
ball players — I love them all. It was great
having my family and coaches here sup-

porting me.”

On his visit, he met with some of the
football players and coaches, and men-
tioned how nice the campus was — one of
the best he’s seen. It’s no question that he
values team comradery with several team-
mates posing behind him to take a photo

after he put pen to paper.

“I met with a few of the guys,” Bil-
liard said. “They all seemed pretty
nice and they love football and all the

coaches were great, t00.”

Billiard spent his time as an offensive
guard for the Knights, receiving second-
team all Northeast 8 in his final campaign.
He was one of four Knights to be on the

all-conference award list.

The Thunder have had winning sea-
sons in all nine years with head coach
Troy Abbs. In 2023, they had a 6-4 record.
Abbs, who is now 55-23 at Trine, got the

attention of Long in his relatability and

enthusiasm.

week

Billiard is also the second offensive
lineman in Wells County to sign with
Trine this month. Southern Wells lineman
Peyton Long inked with the Thunder last

ryan@news-banner.com
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Norwell’s Ayden Billiard (bottom row, second from left) poses with his family during his football
signing with Trine University Thursday morning. His family members from left to right in the bot-
tom row are Tracy Billiard, Ayden Billiard, Lynn Billiard and Sierra Billiard. His Norwell coaches
are Cale Grzych, Josh Gerber, Adam Wagner and Eric Morgan. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

Coyotes officially leaving Arizona for Salt Lake City in NHL relocation

TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) — The Arizona Coy-
otes are officially headed to Salt Lake City.

The NHL Board of Governors voted
unanimously Thursday to approve a $1.2
billion sale from Alex Meruelo to Utah Jazz
owners Ryan and Ashley Smith, clearing the
way for the franchise’s move to Utah next

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for a paid
internship at the Animal Shel-
ter. Applicants must have a
high school diploma or equiva-
lent. The City of Bluffton uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, IN Mon-
Fri 8 am-4:30 pm or online
www.blufftonindiana.net.
Deadline for applications is
May 3, 2024.

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by April 20,
2024.

HELOISE HINT: When re-
searching companies that you
may want to work for. Contact
people who work for them to
get the inside dish on the com-
pany culture. Fax Heloise @
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

% Alip & Save
& &/

APRIL 18, 4-7 p.m., April 19, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Everything 1/2
price on Saturday, April 20, 9
a.m.-noon, 0511 E 100 N,
Bluffton. Clothes: girls 6-14,
boys 10-14, ladies XS-XL,
mens, shoes, baby crib, toys,
games, books, shower cur-
tains, lamps, area rugs, home
decor, holiday items.

119 W CENTRAL AVE Men's
and women's clothing &
shoes, furniture, kitchen items,
rugs, yard tools, misc items,
everything must go! Apr. 20
8:00 AM-4:00 PM

RUMMAGE AND BAKE sale
plus queen size quilt raffle
THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 1 TO
7 P.M., FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 9
AM. TO 7 P.M., SATURDAY,
APRIL 27, 9 AM. TO 1 P.M,,
McNatt Church, 9183 W 800 S
-90, Warren (Wells County),
one mile west of State Road 3.
Bake sale and food will be
available on Friday and Satur-
day only!

season.

tion fee.

LOOKING FOR

EMPLOYEES?
Place a 20 word line classified
ad for a month for $52. Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or online
at www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

VEHICLES

" Boats |

PONTOON BOAT 2016 Sun-
chaser Traverse 718, 40 H.P.
Mercury 4 stroke motor, 7 1/2'
wide 18' long, single axle trail-
er included. Excellent condi-
tion. 260-726-0639.

SERVICES

Services

HOME MAINTENANCE AND
repairs. Free quotes. Locally

owned and operated.
hirebrennan.com,
260-353-9339.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

LANDSCAPE SERVICES
Landscape clean up installa-
tion maintenance mulch plants
and rocks lawn and property
clean up debris removal etc.
Experienced honest service.
Can provide references upon
request. Call Dan for a free es-
timate. 231-373-8028

Lottery Numbers

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 05-10-27-29-
40

Cashd4Life — 05-36-38-
45-59, Cash Ball: 01

Quick Draw Midday —
01-12-13-17-18-21-23-36-
40-44-45-47-48-51-54-62-
65-69-77-80, BE: 01

Daily Three-Midday —
03-02-05, SB:09

Daily Three-Evening —
04-01-03,SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday —
00-08-04-04, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening —
06-02-07-00, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening
— 08-10-14-17-27-28-31-
32-34-42-44-45-49-50-56-
57-62-65-68-75, BE: 42

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $10.3 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Friday): $178 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Saturday): $98 million

The deal includes a provision for Arizona
to get an expansion team if a new arena is
built within the next five years. The deal will
be facilitated through the NHL, with $200
million going to league owners as a reloca-

PRECISION LAND MAN-
AGEMENT
Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition

Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE
4/18/2024
Liberty Township
Trustee’s Office
Jack Chase Gentis — Trustee
Email: libertytownship90@gmail.
com
Office Address: 2365 S 300 W, Lib-
erty Center, IN 46766
Phone: 260-694-6300
Liberty Township Trustee Advi-
sory Board meeting will take place
on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, at
6:00 pm at the Liberty Center Fire
Department location at 2600 S
300 W, Liberty Center, IN 46766.
Meeting agenda: Policies and
Contracts, Quarter Review, Future
Meeting Schedule, and other
Township matters
Dated this 18th day of April,
2024
Liberty Township Trustee
of Wells County, IN
Jack Chase Gentis,
Liberty Township Trustee
nb 4/19
hspaxip
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Lancaster Township, Wells County Indiana
The Lancaster Township Board will be having a meeting on Monday,

April 29, 2024 at 6:00 PM at the Lancaster Township Office located at 915

N Main Street, Bluffton Indiana.

Agenda:  Approval of Minutes

Update On Fire Territory

Township Investments

Oakland Cemetery Update

Accounting software Update

Review of SBOA Audit for Lancaster Township
Other business related to Lancaster Township

David Rigney

Lancaster Township Trustee
915 N. Main Street

Bluffton, In 46714

260-824 9501 Office
260-760-0501 Cell

nb 4/19
hspaxlp

“We expressed our interest publicly with
the NHL,” Ryan Smith told The Associated
Press. “It’s probably been two years where
we’ve said, ‘Hey, look, we really believe
Utah can be an incredible hockey town.” You
look at all the demographics, we were just
talking about the Olympics and you think

Classitieds

Place Your Ad 24/7: o 7o www.news-banner.com Anp cLick on “Classifieds”
or cALL 824-0224 voN-Ri 8-5 ® ToLLFREE 800-579-7476 © rax 824-0700 v acceer

Help Wanted Wanted to Buy

WANTED : ANTIQUES & OLD
TOYS Cash Paid for old toys!
Gi Joe, Transformers, Tin toys,
Robots, Pressed Steel Cars/
trucks, Action Figures, An-
tiques of all kinds, etc. Search-
ing for attics, basements,
barns, etc to go through. Call
or Text! 260-223-8083

Pets

REHOMING AKC CHOCO-

LATE & YELLOW LAB PUP-

PIES Be ready April 26th.

1st shots and wormed.

2 yellow females

3 yellow males

5 chocolate females

2 chocolate males

Call or text for more

Portland IN
260-729-7870

HELOISE HINT: Always have a
collar and/or an ID tag on your
dog. Also, be sure it’s licensed
and has a microchip inserted
into it. Shelters scan dogs to
find out if they have a chip so
that they can easily be relo-
cated with you if your pet has
wandered off by accident. Fax
Heloise @ 210-HELOISE (435-
6473).

info.

STATE OF INDIANA )

)
COUNTY OF WELLS)
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NUMBER:
90C01-2403-JC-000015
IN THE MATTER OF:
ML - DOB 8/30/2022
A CHILD ALLEGED TO BE
A CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES
AND
CHRISTOPHER BUSHEE
(FATHER)
HALEY ANN BUSHEE (MOTHER)
AND
ANY UNKNOWN ALLEGED
FATHERS
SUMMONS FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION & NOTICE
OF CHILD IN NEED OF
SERVICES HEARING
TO: Any Unknown Alleged Father

Whereabouts unknown

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
to Any Unknown Alleged Fathers,
whose whereabouts are unknown,
that the Indiana Department of
Child Services has filed its Veri-
fied Petition Alleging the child to
be in Need of Services, in accor-
dance with I.C. 31-34-9-3, and that
an adjudication hearing has been
scheduled with the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED to appear before the
Judge of the Wells Circuit Court,
102 Market Street, Bluffton, IN
46714 - 260-824-6485 for a(n) Fact
Finding Hearing on 6/6/2024 at
1:30 PM.

At said hearing, the Court will
consider the Petition and evidence
thereon and will render its decision
as to whether the above named
minor child is child in need of ser-
vices and shall enter adjudication
accordingly. Your failure to appear
after lawful notice will be deemed
as your default and waiver to be
present at said hearing.

UPON ENTRY OF SAID
ADJUDICATION, A DISPOSI-
TIONAL HEARING will be held in
which the Court will consider (1)
Alternatives for the care, treatment,
or rehabilitation for the child; (2)
The necessity, nature, and extent
of your participation in the program
of care, treatment, or rehabilitation
for the child; and (3) Your finan-
cial responsibility for any services
provided for the parent, guardian
or custodian of the child including
child support.

YOU MUST RESPOND by
appearing in person or by an attor-
ney within thirty (30) days after the
last publication of this notice, and
in the event you fail to do so, an
adjudication on said petition, judg-
ment by default may be entered
against you, or the court may pro-
ceed in your absence, without fur-
ther notice.

SS:

Beth Davis
Clerk
Holly N Smith, 31840-49
Attorney, Indiana Department of
Child Services
c/o Wells Co DCS
221 W Market St
Bluffton, IN 46714
Office: 260-824-3530
nb 4/12, 4/19, 4/26
hspaxip

about the Olympics coming back. It all kind
of made sense.”

Smith will take over the franchise’s hock-
ey operations and Meruelo will maintain his
business operations in Arizona in an effort to
secure and develop a tract of land for a new
arena in north Phoenix.

=3
SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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BIDDING ENDS APRIL 19 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate
of Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Huge jewelry and coin
auction. Seven Rolex watches, fine diamond rings, necklaces,
earrings, 14ct, 18ct and 22ct gold jewelry, sterling silver jewelry,
350+ Invicta luxury watches, coin collection. The Steffen Group
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 20 - 10 a.m. - (Live Auction) - Marc and Valerie Ham-
man, seller. 6530 S. 300 E., Hamilton, IN. Three lots adjacent to
Hamilton Lake with 2 car 26’'x28’ garage. This is the perfect prop-
erty to build a new home, extra storage and parking. The Steffen
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

BIDDING ENDS APRIL 20 - (Online Only Auction) - The
Estate of Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Major personal
property auction. 2008 Mercedes sedan, large quantity of high-
end camera equipment, professional telescope, new high end his
and her golf clubs and accessories, huge qty. of power and hand
tools, modern furniture, sterling silver flatware set, Smith and
Wesson revolver, jewelers safes, much more. The Steffen Group
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 20-APRIL 27 - (Online Only Auction) - By order of
the secured creditor, seller. Over 400+ designer wedding and
bridesmaid dresses, designed by Christina Wu, Morilee, Allure
Bridal, Maddison James, Maggie Sottero, and more, all size and
styles. Preview: April 24 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 215 E. Market St.,
Bluffton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.

APRIL 21-APRIL 28 - (Online Only Auction) - The estate of
Loring and Sandra McCay, seller. Huge antique and primitive
auction. Outstanding collection of antique furniture including
primitive cupboards, dry sinks, pie safes, large qty. of country
primitives, feather light sewing machines, early quilts, 100’s of
fabric bolts, crocks, vintage Christmas, costume jewelry. Preview:
April 18 and April 25 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson St.,
Ossian. Pat Carter, sale manager, The Steffen Group Inc., www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

APRIL 22 - 6 p.m. - Kevin Reinhard, seller. Wells County 4-H
Park, 1240 4-H Park Rd., Bluffton. Property: From Bluffton travel
3 miles southwest on Hoosier Highway. Online bidding available.
75+/-A offered in 5 tracts or any combination, Wells County, Har-
rison Township. Buyer will have 2024 farming rights. Productive
farmland in great location (southwest of Bluffton). Development
potential. Truck farm opportunity. Auction manager Al Pfister,
260-760-8922, Schrader Real Estate and Auction Company, Inc.,
800-451-2709, schraderauction.com.

BIDDING STARTS ENDING APRIL 28 - 6 p.m. EST - Phil
Vorhees, owner. 2005 Homiers Farm Pro 2425 4x4 tractor w/
loader & backhoe, Massey Harris 44 Special tractor, 1995
Coachman Catalina 5th wheel camper, several 3 pt attachments,
Husqvarna Z248f zero turn mower, yard & garden, hand tools,
power tools, muzzleloader pistols .41 cal, household, glassware,
furniture, Chrane bedroom suite, WWII video reels, 1960 Roy
Smeck steel guitar Gold Edition, more! Preview April 25, 3-5 p.m.,
2414 W 1100 S, Geneva. Pick up April 29, 2-6 p.m. Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

APRIL 28-MAY 5 - (Online Only Auction) - Various consign-
ors, sellers. Over 4,000+ older and newer comic books, sports
trading cards, vintage toys including Cabbage Patch dolls, vin-
tage toys, 45 records, much more. Preview: April 30 and May 2
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 118 E. Craig St., Ossian. Rod Fetters, sale
manager, The Steffen Group, Inc., www.steffengrp.com 260-824-
3006.

MAY 12-MAY 19 - (Online Only Auction) - Phyllis Montgom-
ery, Seller. Major auction of fine antiques and collectables. “An
Auction of the Year.” Extensive cast iron skillet collection, early
candy scales, primitives, salesman samples, early rare gum dis-
penser, De Laval signs, beer signs, firearms, butter churns, large
Westmorland glass collection, much more. Preview: May 9 and
16 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 1556 Shadow Run Trail, Bluffton. Stef-
fen Group, www.steffengrp.com, 824-3006, Pat Carter, sale man-
ager.
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12 jurors have been picked for Donald Trump’s hush money trial

NEW YORK (AP) — A jury of
12 people was seated Thursday in
former President Donald Trump’s
history-making hush money trial,
propelling the proceedings closer
to opening statements and the start
of weeks of dramatic testimony.

The court quickly turned to
selecting alternate jurors, with the
process on track to wrap up by the
end of the week. Prosecutors could
begin presenting their case early
next week.

The jury of Manhattanites
includes a sales professional, a
software engineer, a security engi-
neer, a teacher, a speech therapist,
multiple lawyers, an investment
banker and a retired wealth man-
ager.

The first-ever trial of a former
American president is unfolding
in New York during this year’s
race for the White House, mean-
ing the presumptive Republican
nominee will spend his days in
court confronted by salacious and
unflattering testimony about his
personal life while simultaneously
campaigning to reclaim the office
he held for four years.

He’s made clear his determi-
nation to use his legal jeopardy,
already a central issue in the race

against Democratic incumbent Joe
Biden, to his advantage. After a
full day of jury selection, he com-
plained to reporters that he should
have been out campaigning but
was in court instead for what he
said was a ““very unfair trial.”

“Everybody’s outraged by it,”
he said. “You know the whole
world’s watching this New York
scam.”

Jury selection proceeded at a
plodding pace earlier Thursday
when two jurors were dismissed,
one after expressing doubt about
her ability to be fair following dis-
closure of details about her identi-
ty and the other over concerns that
some of his answers in court may
have been inaccurate.

But lawyers who began the day
with only five jurors settled on
the remaining seven in quick suc-
cession, along with one alternate.
Judge Juan Merchan has said his
goal is to have six alternates.

The process of picking a jury
is a critical phase in any criminal
trial but especially so when the
defendant is a former president
and the presumptive Republican
nominee. Prospective jurors have
been grilled on their social media
posts, personal lives and political

views as the lawyers and judge
search for any bias that would
prevent them from being impar-
tial.

Inside the court, there’s broad
acknowledgment of the futil-
ity in trying to find jurors without
knowledge of Trump. A prosecutor
this week said lawyers were not
looking for people who had been
“living under a rock for the past
eight years.”

To that end, multiple jurors
chosen for the panel acknowl-
edged having personal opinions of
Trump or his presidency.

One juror, a man who works
in investment banking, earlier
described himself as “ambivalent”
about Trump, adding, “I might not
like some of his policies, but there
has been some good” for the coun-
try.

A woman picked for the jury
said she thought Trump seemed
“very selfish and self serving,”
adding, “I don’t really appreci-
ate that from any public servant.”
Defense lawyers were out of
peremptory strikes, which would
allow them to dismiss a juror with-
out giving a reason.

The trial centers on a $130,000
payment that Michael Cohen,

Trump’s former lawyer and per-
sonal fixer, made to porn actor
Stormy Daniels to prevent her
claims of a sexual encounter with
Trump from becoming public in
the final days of the 2016 race.

Prosecutors say Trump
obscured the true nature of the
payments in internal records when
his company reimbursed Cohen,
who pleaded guilty to federal
charges in 2018 and is expected to
be a star witness for the prosecu-
tion.

Trump has denied having a
sexual encounter with Daniels,
and his lawyers argue that the pay-
ments to Cohen were legitimate
legal expenses.

Trump faces 34 felony counts
of falsifying business records. He
could get up to four years in prison
if convicted, though it’s not clear
that the judge would opt to put him
behind bars. Trump would almost
certainly appeal any conviction.

Trump faces four criminal
cases, but it’s not clear that any
others will reach trial before the
November election. Appeals
and legal wrangling have caused
delays in the other three cases
charging Trump with plotting to
overturn the 2020 election results

and with illegally hoarding classi-
fied documents.

The jury selection process
picked up momentum Tues-
day with the selection of seven
jurors. But on Thursday, Merchan
revealed in court that one of the
seven, a cancer nurse, had “con-
veyed that after sleeping on it
overnight she had concerns about
her ability to be fair and impartial
in this case.”

And though jurors’ names
are being kept confidential, the
woman told the judge and the law-
yers that she had doubts after she
said aspects of her identity had
been made public.

“Yesterday alone I had friends,
colleagues and family push things
to my phone regarding questioning
my identity as a juror,” she said.
“I don’t believe at this point that
I can be fair and unbiased and let
the outside influences not affect
my decision making in the court-
room.”

A second seated juror was dis-
missed after prosecutors raised
concerns that he may not have
been honest in answering a jury
selection question by saying that
he had never been accused or con-
victed of a crime.

House toils to advance Ukraine, Israel aid; threats to oust speaker grow

WASHINGTON (AP)
— House congressional
leaders were toiling Thurs-
day on a delicate, biparti-
san push toward weekend
votes to approve a $95 bil-
lion package of foreign aid
for Ukraine, Israel and Tai-
wan, as well as several other
national security policies at
a critical moment at home
and abroad.

Republican House
Speaker Mike Johnson this
week set in motion a plan to
advance the package, which
has been held up since
October by GOP lawmak-
ers resistant to approving
more funding for Ukraine’s
fight against Russia. As the
Republican speaker faced
an outright rebellion from
his right flank and grow-
ing threats for his ouster,
it became clear that House
Democrat Leader Hakeem
Jeffries would have to lend
help to Johnson every step
of the way.

“This is a very important
message we are going to
send to the world this week,
and I’m anxious to get it
done,” Johnson said earlier
Wednesday announcing his
strategy.

The growing momentum
for a bipartisanship dynam-
ic, a rarity in the deeply
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divided Congress, brought
rare scenes of Republi-
cans and Democrats work-
ing together to assert U.S.
standing on the global stage
and help American allies.
But it also sent Johnson’s
House Republican majority
into fresh rounds of chaos.

Johnson’s Republican
leadership team, seizing on
the opportunity to outflank
hardline conservatives with
Democratic support, raised
the idea of quickly changing
the procedural rules to make
it harder to oust the speaker
from office.

But ultra-conservatives
reacted with fury, angrily
confronting Johnson on the
House floor in a tense scene
on Thursday morning. Sev-
eral suggested they would
join the effort to oust John-
son if the rule was changed.
By the afternoon, Johnson
backed away from the idea.

“We will continue to
govern under the existing
rules,” the speaker said on
the social platform X.

Meanwhile, a rare image
of bipartisan statesman-
ship was on display as the
procedural Rules commit-
tee began debate launching
the steps needed to push the
foreign aid package forward
toward weekend voting.

The Republican chair-
men of the powerful Appro-
priations and Foreign
Affairs committees along-
side their top Democratic
counterparts spoke in evoca-
tive language, some draw-
ing on World War II history,
to make the case for ensur-
ing the U.S. stand with its
allies against aggressors.

Chairman Michael
McCaul of the Foreign
Affairs Committee cast this
as a “pivotal” time in world
history, comparing the cur-
rent images of people flee-
ing the conflict in Europe to
the situation in 1939 as Hit-
ler’s Germany rose to power.

“Time is not on our side,”
he told the panel.

The top Democrat on
the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, Rep. Greg Meeks of
New York, shared McCaul’s
urgency: “The camera of
history is rolling.”

Johnson is trying to
advance a complex plan to
hold individual votes this
weekend on the funds for
Ukraine, Israel and allies in
the Asia-Pacific, then stitch
the package back together.

The package would also
include legislation that
allows the U.S. to seize fro-
zen Russian central bank
assets to rebuild Ukraine;

impose sanctions on Iran,
Russia, China and criminal
organizations that traffic
fentanyl; and potentially ban
the video app TikTok if its

April

China-based owner doesn’t
sell its stake within a year.
President Joe Biden is
emphatically pushing Con-
gress to pass the legislation

to buttress what has been a
cornerstone of his foreign
policy — halting Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
advance in Europe.
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A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

— 824-1846
+Safety Lighting *Clean Units
+24 Hr. Access
*\/ideo Cameras
www.al-ustor.com &
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Qil!
B Warren Tﬁaﬂnacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St.,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

Camelot Quto LILC

Get Cash NOW
260-307-1302

@e %uy %mk’@arz

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on Ei for our Events.

128 S Jomnson ST. ©824-0455

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

- Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding
» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
- Storm Damage
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PLACE apartments

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. . Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Sure-Flo*2is | Genesis

5" & 6" Continuous Gutters Pest Servic es

Leaf Protection Systems Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742
geoff@genesispestservices.com

Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates
GA RAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE

www.seamlessgutter.net
All makes & models  broken springs & cables

Cj c Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

- Equipped Kitchen

LBOVERBEYOND

Vehicle Reconditioning

abovebeyondrecon.com

NPT
Daniel's

JEWELERS

daniels-jewelers.net

FUNERAL f/J HOMES _, riena
fth r mily

myersfuneralhomes.com

Bluffton
Tire

/B INDIANA FARM
/@ BUREAU INSURANCE

Bluffton Office | (260) 824-2234

Jc's GARAGE
SALES & SERVICE
GllllN'I'Y

I SRIVERS

260622-6429
Virtual Tours Offered

infarmbureau.com

“50 Years of Combined Experience”
”E‘?‘Y’g @ LL)- OssignApartments.com Ca” us at 824-3262

COLLISION CENTER INC.
clly
820W. Washmgton Streel Bluffton
kellysautocollision.com

N b ¢

Heating st v :
824-0228 Condmomne -

219E. Perry St. Bluffton

GROWS HERE
extension.purdue.edu/wells

ASSISTING IN:
« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning
+ Safe Money Ideas
+ Dental - Vision - Hearing
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

3riversfcu.org
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MEMORIAL CHAPEL ‘\\

Al DENTAL

riverstonedental.net

A %531‘:? <« OFFIcE 260-824-1618 ¢ Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

thegmcfamily.com

moserandsonheatingandair.com

As a resident of the Wells County

oo StateFarm'

Zap Electric, Inc.
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www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com Commercial-Industrial-Residential Nursing Home and In-
hidaymotors.com EdwardJones.com myblufftonsfagent.com 24 Hr. Emergency Service Home Healthcare.
Charles Miller-Electrican As your guide through |
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—— tect your life savi
580t ARHF Communtly .Home Remodel and Repair protec your e svings
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N -OSSIAN-
St Vo 4 Thoma/Rich, =y COumed MOWING el D 2t
R { % ) |‘/‘ () 2 Gerret J. Swearingen
I D o Q T Lemler 3 1) Repair Bowed Basement Walls YARD CLEANUP SWEARINGEN
- d: " 1,& ': Lo Funeral Home Foundations repaired LANDSCAPING SARIING
nb-digital om Floorjis epar or eplaced SN /GRAVEL || | oy e
Concrete « Doors WEED CONTROL « Durable Power of Attorney  Planning
X . . Estate Planning & Deeds * Wills, Living Wills, &
o ? Windows - Painting SCHEDULE TODAY! — panning & e\ vance Healhcre
. . eclal Needs lrusts Directives
ave a ebalte Tile - Small Jobs Welcome EREE ESTIVATES - Long Term Care Planning
R Text me at 260-301-1269 260-223-5884 (260) 888-9256
Jim Baker FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Tell the Worid! L

<2 AMISH CREW

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER
For as Ilttle as

Every Day!

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! will do roofing, siding, Plus The Ossian Journal g 5 Gl
: ’ remodeling, pole barns. e ek 824-0224 or
The power of print and the Internet, working Specializing in redoing PER .ssus T 622-4108

old barns. Free estimates.

May deadline is
Call 260-438-2508

Tues., Apr. 23!

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
Increase your business with regular advertising!

for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.




