
Local/Area
 Obituaries. . . . . . . . . 3

Court Docket . . . . . .3

Opinion
Hoosier Opinions  . .4

Also...
Sports. . . . . . . . . . . .6
Classifieds . . . . . . . .8
Diversions . . . . . . . .7

Vol. 95 No. 140

MONDAY
April 15, 2024

Outside

 Today Tuesday Wed.
 High 73 High 71 High 73
   Low 51 Low 60 Low 53

Inside How to contact us:
   Call us: 824-0224

or 1-800-579-7476
  email@news-banner.com

On the Web:

www.news-banner.com
Follow us at:

twitter.com/newsbanner

Enjoy the last
 day of sunshine

More Weather on Page 2

CAC announces local 
upcoming events

Sp
or

ts Knight girls win 
in IPT track relays

Page 6

A
re

a
St

at
e Historical museum 

opens sports exhibit
Page 3

Page 5

News-BannerThe
www.News-Banner.com

MONDAY, APRIL 15, 2024 BLUFFTON, INDIANA • Wells County’s Hometown Connection $1.00

Online
Follow us on Facebook!

Go to www.facebook.com/
newsbanner
—————

Place Your Classified
Ads 24/7

By MARK MILLER
When Chad Kline was elected 

to the Noble County Commission-
ers in the 2012 elections, his first 
appointment was to that county’s 
Economic Development Council. 
He felt like he had found a home. 

“It really piqued my interest,” 
he said in his Bluffton office on 
a rainy Thursday morning. “The 
prospect of developing relation-
ships to improve a community and 
work towards positive growth — 
that really is what drew me to this.”

So when he heard that there was 
an opening for an economic devel-
opment director in Wells County in 
late 2015, he immediately consid-
ered applying.

“By that time, I had got to know 
Blake Gerber and Kevin Wood-

ward and Toby Steffen,” he con-
tinued, “so I talked to them about 
it and they encouraged me to apply. 
Frankly, I’m not sure why I was 
selected but I am glad they did.”

One of the attractions for him to 
the Wells County position was the 
“cooperation and collaboration” 
of the chamber of commerce and 
the economic development offices 
working so closely together. “At 
the time, Wells County was a bit 
unique,” he confirmed. “But it’s 
becoming more common now.”

Kline’s last day as Wells Coun-
ty’s economic development direc-
tor was Friday; he will begin his 
new duties Monday as one of three 
directors of economic development 
at Greater Fort Wayne, Inc., which 
is a similar combination of those 

two entities, only on a bigger scale.
Having assumed his duties here 

in February, 2016, it is just over 
eight years of work that he reflect-
ed upon.

“I really feel good about the 
momentum Wells County has,” he 
said. More than 1 million square 
feet of manufacturing and logistics 

space has been added during his 
tenure. He knows that is remark-
able for not just a county of this 
size, but also in a county that does 
not have an interstate highway. In 
fact, he added, Wells County is the 
only county in northeast Indiana 
with no four-lane highway.

Kline briefly walked though two 

examples — 20/20 Custom Mold-
ing and Inteva. He called the Inteva 
project the “largest Wells County 
has seen in a number of years.”

Originally targeted at adding 
about 400 jobs, employment at the 
plant is now up to about 650.

“Yes, I’m pretty proud of that,” 

Chad Kline gazes out his office window Thursday morning, contemplating his transition from being Wells County’s 
economic development director for eight years to a new position with Greater Fort Wayne, Inc. His last day was Fri-
day. (Photo by Mark Miller)

Open house at the 
Historical Museum

The grand opening of the 
Harry Lindstrand Art Gal-

ley, located in the entrance 
area of the Wells County 

Historical Museum, brought 
several donations to the 
collection of watercolor 

paintings for which Lind-
strand was known. At 

top, “On the Banks of the 
Wabash” was gifted by 

Marcelline Hoy, at right, to 
Historical Vice President 
Connie Brubaker, during 

the Sunday afternoon open 
house. 

At middle right, one of 
Harry Lindstrand’s “Ari-

zona” watercolors of 
“Saguand Lake” was pre-
sented to the museum by 

Autumn McAfee (right). 

At far middle right, Julie 
Harvey (left) brought a 
painting featuring her 

father-in-law Lou Harvey 
on a horse, painted by 

Harry Lindstrand. Accept-
ing the gift was Lynn Elliott, 

the Historical Society’s 
treasurer.

Shown at bottom is a spe-
cial corner in the Military 

Exhibit, located on the first 
floor of the annex, is a col-
lection of authentic military 

uniforms worn by Wells 
County soldiers. Ben Jones 

and a group of veterans 
have been working on cre-

ating the collection. 

The museum is now open 
on Sunday and Wednes-
day afternoon from 1 to 4 

p.m. Additional photo on 
Page 3. (Photos by Bar-

bara Barbieri)

(Continued on Page 2)

By ZEKE MILLER 
and MICHELLE L. PRICE 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-

dent Joe Biden lauded American 
forces who helped Israel down 
“nearly all” of the drones and mis-
siles fired by Iran and vowed to 
coordinate a global response to 
Tehran’s unprecedented attack. 
The Pentagon said U.S. forces 
intercepted “dozens of missiles” 
and drones launched from Iran, 
Iraq, Syria and Yemen that were 
headed toward Israel.

With regional tensions at their 
highest since the Israel-Hamas 
war began six months ago, Biden 
pledged on Saturday that Ameri-
can support for Israel’s defense 
against attacks by Iran and its 
proxies is “ironclad.” The attack 
marked the first time Iran has 
launched a direct military assault 
on Israel, risking a wider regional 

conflict.
Biden made clear in a call to 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu that the U.S. would not 
participate in any offensive action 
against Iran, according to a senior 
administration official who was 
not authorized to publicly discuss 
the private conversation and spoke 
on condition of anonmymity.

The U.S. and Israel had been 
bracing for an attack for days after 
Iran said it would retaliate for a 
suspected Israeli strike this month 
on an Iranian consular building in 
Syria that killed 12 people, includ-
ing two senior Iranian generals in 
the Revolutionary Guard’s elite 
Quds Force.

“At my direction, to support the 
defense of Israel, the U.S. military 
moved aircraft and ballistic missile 
defense destroyers to the region 
over the course of the past week,” 

U.S. helps Israel shoot 
down Iran-launched 
attack drones

(Continued on Page 2)

By STEPHEN GROVES 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House Speaker Mike Johnson said 
Sunday he will try to advance war-
time aid for Israel this week as he 
attempts the difficult task of win-
ning House approval for a national 
security package that also includes 
funding for Ukraine and allies in 
Asia.

Johnson, R-La., is already 
under immense political pressure 
from his fellow GOP lawmakers 
as he tries to stretch between the 
Republican Party’s divided sup-
port for helping Kyiv defend itself 
from Moscow’s invasion. The 
Republican speaker has sat for two 

months on a $95 billion supple-
mental package that would send 
support to the U.S. allies, as well 
as provide humanitarian aid for 
civilians in Ukraine and Gaza and 
funding to replenish U.S. weapons 
provided to Taiwan.

The attack by Iran on Israel 
early Sunday further ratcheted up 
the pressure on Johnson, but also 
gave him an opportunity to under-
score the urgency of approving the 
funding.

Johnson told Fox News Chan-
nel’s “Sunday Morning Futures” 
that he and Republicans “under-
stand the necessity of standing 
with Israel” and he would try this 

House Speaker Johnson 
says he will push for aid 
to Israel and Ukraine 

(Continued on Page 2)

Developing 
Wells County

After eight years Chad Kline 
transitions into new role



week to advance the aid.
“The details of that pack-

age are being put together 
right now,” he said. “We’re 
looking at the options and all 
these supplemental issues.”

Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer at a news 
conference also said that 
President Joe Biden held 
a phone call Sunday with 
the top Republicans and 
Democrats in the House 
and Senate, including John-
son. The New York Demo-
crat said there was consen-
sus “among all the leaders 
that we had to help Israel 
and help Ukraine, and now 
hopefully we can work that 
out and get this done next 
week.”

“It’s vital for the future of 
Ukraine, for Israel and the 
West,” Schumer said.

The White House said 
Biden “discussed the urgent 
need for the House of Rep-
resentatives to pass the 
national security supplemen-
tal as soon as possible.”

Johnson has also “made 
it clear” to fellow House 
Republicans that he will 
this week push to package 
together the aid for Israel, 
Ukraine and allies in Asia 
and pass it through the 
House, said GOP Rep. Mike 
Turner of Ohio, chairman of 
the House Intelligence Com-
mittee, on NBC’s “Meet the 
Press.”

T h e  s p e a k e r  h a s 
expressed support for leg-
islation that would struc-
ture some of the funding 
for Kyiv as loans, pave the 
way for the U.S. to tap fro-
zen Russian central bank 

assets and include other 
policy changes. Johnson 
has pushed for the Biden 
administration to lift a pause 
on approvals for Liquefied 
Natural Gas exports and at 
times has also demanded 
policy changes at the U.S. 
border with Mexico.

But currently, the only 
package with wide biparti-
san support in Congress is 
the Senate-passed bill that 
includes roughly $60 billion 
for Ukraine and $14 billion 
for Israel.

White House national 
security spokesman John 
Kirby called on the speaker 
to put that package “on the 
floor as soon as possible.”

“We didn’t need any 
reminders in terms of what’s 
going on in Ukraine,” Kirby 
said on NBC. “But last night 
certainly underscores signif-
icantly the threat that Israel 
faces in a very, very tough 
neighborhood.”

As Johnson searches for a 
way to advance the funding 
for Ukraine, he has been in 
conversations with both the 
White House and former 
president Donald Trump, 
the presumptive Republican 
presidential nominee.

With his job under threat, 
Johnson traveled to Florida 
on Friday for an event with 
Trump at his Mar-a-Lago 
club. Trump expressed sup-
port for Johnson and said he 
had a “very good relation-
ship” with him.

“He and I are 100% 
united on these big agen-
da items,” Johnson said. 
“When you talk about aid to 
Ukraine, he’s introduced the 
loan-lease concept which is 

a really important one and 
I think has a lot of consen-
sus.”

But Trump, with his 
“America First” agenda, has 
inspired many Republicans 
to push for a more isola-
tionist stance. Support for 
Ukraine has steadily eroded 
in the roughly two years 
since the war began, and 
a cause that once enjoyed 
wide support has become 
one of Johnson’s toughest 
problems.

When he returns to 
Washington on Monday, 
Johnson also will be facing a 
contingent of conservatives 
already angry with how he 
has led the House in main-
taining much of the status 
quo both on government 

spending and more recently, 
a U.S. government surveil-
lance tool.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor 
Greene, a right-wing Repub-
lican from Georgia, has 
called for Johnson’s ouster. 
She departed the Capitol on 
Friday telling reporters that 
support for her effort was 
growing. And as Johnson on 
Sunday readied to advance 
the aid, Greene said on X 
that it was “antisemitic to 
make Israeli aid contingent” 
on aid for Ukraine.
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Developing Wells County Weather
Monday, April 15, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:51 p.m. Sunday)
High: 79; Low: 55; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 11.77  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Sunday

Wells County forecast
Today: Sunny, with a high near 73. Northeast wind 5 to 

10 mph. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 51. East wind 

5 to 10 mph. 
Tuesday: A 50% chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with 

a high near 71. Southeast 
wind 10 to 15 mph. 

Tuesday Night: A chance 
of showers and thunder-
storms, then showers and 
possibly a thunderstorm 
after 2 a.m. Low around 60. 
Southeast wind around 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. Chance of precipitation 
is 90%. New rainfall amounts between a quarter and half of 
an inch possible. 

Wednesday: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. High 
near 73. Breezy. Chance of precipitation is 90%. New rain-
fall amounts between a quarter and half of an inch possible. 

Wednesday Night: Showers and possibly a thunder-
storm before 8 p.m., then a slight chance of showers and 
thunderstorms between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m. Low around 53. 
Breezy. Chance of precipitation is 80%.

Thursday: Partly sunny, with a high near 65.
Thursday Night: A 40% chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 47.
Friday: A 20% chance of 

showers. Partly sunny, with a 
high near 59.

Friday Night: A 20% 
chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 
41.

Saturday: A 20% chance of showers. Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 55.

1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren

DeWeese
SOFTWATER & APPLIANCES

We Service All Appliances

SpecialS

205 W. Market St.
Bluffton, iN

Mon-Sat 10am - 3am • Closed Sunday

BLT Chicken Salad
Tues., April 16 & Wed., April 17

Loaded Mac & 
Cheese

Fri., April 19 & Sat., April 20

fast,   
reliable   
fiber
internet 

833.727.5563  
twncomm.com/heartland

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms and conditions apply. Taxes,
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. A line connection fee may be applicable. Call for details or visit
twncomm.com/terms-conditions for additional information and terms and conditions of services. Residential customers on
qualifying internet plans will receive download/upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan.  A 30-day notice 
is required to cancel service. 

SERVICE  NOW AVAILABLE  IN  MANY  AREAS.
Sign up today or get fiber-ready by signing the underground agreement. 
Call for more details!

UNLIMITED DATA  |  UP TO 1* GBPS  |  24/7 SUPPORT

SOLUTIONS FOR HOME AND BUSINESS

FREE SHREDDING 
EVENT 

All materials will be safely 
shredded in compliance with 

all applicable laws and  
regulations.  Staples, rubber 

bands and paper clips are OK, 
but no other metal objects 

please.  NO newspaper, 
phone books, carbon paper 
or magazines.  This event is 

sponsored by the Wells  
County Solid Waste  

Management District. 

WELLS COUNTY SOLID 
WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Wells County Solid Waste Management District  

DATE:  May 4 2024 
TIME:  9AM-11AM 

WHERE:  Washington/Main Commons 
Washington and Main Street Parking Lot 
(Across the street from the Post Office) 

BLUFFTON, IN  46714 

WHY:  RID YOUR HOME OF OLD DOCUMENTS FOR 

FREE!! 

LIMIT OF 6 COPY PAPER SIZED BOXES PER PERSON 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Call (260)824-6470  or 

Email:  auditor@wellscounty.org 
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Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.
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Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door
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1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Check Us Out 
on Facebook

Hours: Mon-Thurs 7AM-5PM
Fri 7AM-4:30PM • Sat 7AM-11:30AM
260-724-3108 • Fax 260-724-4505

Arnold Lumber Co.

Arnold Lumber Co.
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425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, IN

but quickly added that it has not been 
just him. He described his role as a 
“professional middle man.”

“Nothing can happen without the 
support of local government,” he said, 
but he is proud of the support and col-
laboration his office has provided. He 
also praised the support of the Wells 
County Foundation.

“I cannot say enough about their 
support and Tammy (Slater),” he 
added. “It’s been amazing.”

He also pointed to momentum in 
other areas, such as workforce develop-
ment and housing needs, noting that the 
increasing costs of construction have 
impacted efforts surrounding “accessi-
bility, affordability and attainability,” he 
explained. “But we’ve made progress 
there. And I hope it continues, by who-
ever or whatever follows.”

The issue of talent attraction may 
well fall under the auspices of the tour-
ism bureau, a new entity that was one 
of Kline’s priorities. A large part of that 
concept of tourism is not just attracting 
people for a weekend or an event, “but 
also to attract and retain residents,” he 
explained, which can create new busi-
ness and opportunities for everyone.

As he departs, he also feels good 
about the process for each community 
in the county in developing a master 
plan. 

“We’ve set up the framework for 
them to work on ‘what does the future 
look like,’ ‘what do we do about it.’ 
This will help us be more intentional 
about growth,” he explained.

The county foundation was also 
instrumental in creating an early learn-
ing coalition. This program, estab-

lished in cooperation with Adams 
County through the Adams Wells 
Manufacturing Association, will help 
address issues in child care, “which is 
critical to workforce development,” he 
noted.

The coalition will eventually 
become a stand-alone non-profit.

“Again, every project is a partner-
ship,” he continued. The coalition 
added the Adams County commission-
ers to the mix. 

And now he will be taking that 
“middle man” experience and skills 
into a different environment.

“I’ll be focused on business reten-
tion and expansion,” he explained, “as 
opposed to doing everything.” Other 
ED directors in the Greater Fort Wayne 
organization will focus on downtown 
development, new business recruit-
ment, and workforce development. 
That change will have its upsides and 
its downsides.

“I am really looking forward to hav-
ing a real vacation,” he noted with a 
smile. He has typed up proposals and 
prepared presentations on a train in 
Germany and on a beach in Hawaii. 
“You were always on duty, but that’s 
just part of the job.” But, he insisted, he 
was not complaining.

He is looking forward to working 
with “an organization that thinks out-
side of the box,” being part of a larg-
er team and an opportunity to have a 
more dedicated focus.

“It was not an opportunity I sought, 
but it became something I thought I 
should,” he shared.

He paused and gazed out his office 
window that overlooks the Wabash 
River before talking about the down-

sides.
“Leaving previous jobs has never 

been difficult,” he said. “This is going 
to be difficult.”

He cited some “unfinished busi-
ness” — housing initiatives, workforce 
development and talent attraction and 
retention. 

One project that will be completed 
is the “Downtown Ossian project,” 
he said. “We’ve been getting close to 
the finish line — there will be some 
announcements coming soon.” He was 
able to make arrangements with his 
new employers to devote what time is 
needed to get it completed.

“They recognize the importance of 
this project for the region,” he said.

It is what initially drew him to the 
job — building relationships — that 
will make it the most difficult to leave.

After emphasizing that he and his 
wife are not moving, that they will 
still be a part of the community and he 
will continue to serve on the Norwell 
school board, “we’ve made a lot of 
friends,” he said, “and then there’s this 
team…” as he gestured towards the 
office area in the Chamber building. 
And paused again.

“We’re family,” he finally said. 
“And I have never seen a more dedi-
cated and enthusiastic person as Erin 
(Prible) is toward this organization and 
this community.”

He is confident his future work will 
entail Wells County. Both Greater Fort 
Wayne and Wells County is aware that 
success of the region is about working 
together.

“And I’ll still be pulling and rooting 
for Wells County’s success.”

miller@news-banner.com

Biden said in a statement late Satur-
day. “Thanks to these deployments and 
the extraordinary skill of our service-
members, we helped Israel take down 
nearly all of the incoming drones and 
missiles.”

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin in 
a statement said the U.S. took out doz-
ens of the attacks, but did not provide 
details on ships or aircraft involved in 
the operation that commanders had 
been preparing for over the past two 
weeks.

“Our forces remain postured to 
protect U.S. troops and partners in the 
region, provide further support for Isra-
el’s defense, and enhance regional sta-
bility,” Austin said, adding that troops 
are standing ready to prevent any fur-
ther conflict.

Biden had cut short a weekend stay 
at his Delaware beach house to meet 
with his national security team at the 
White House, returning to Washington 
minutes before Israeli officials con-
firmed that they had detected drones 
being launched toward their territory 
from Iran.

He convened a principals meeting 
of the National Security Council in the 
White House Situation Room to dis-
cuss the unfolding situation, the White 
House said, before speaking with 
Netanyahu.

“I told him that Israel demonstrated 
a remarkable capacity to defend against 

and defeat even unprecedented attacks 
– sending a clear message to its foes 
that they cannot effectively threaten the 
security of Israel,” Biden said.

Biden added that he would con-
vene a meeting of the Group of Seven 
advanced democracies on Sunday 
“to coordinate a united diplomatic 
response to Iran’s brazen attack.”

The Pentagon reported that Aus-
tin had spoken twice with his Israeli 
counterpart to praise the “extraordi-
nary defensive measures and strong 
cooperation undertaken to defeat this 
Iranian attack against Israel” and again 
stated clearly that “Israel could count 
on full U.S. support to defend Israel 
against any future attacks by Iran and 
its regional proxies.” National security 
adviser Jake Sullivan also spoke with 
his counterpart to reinforce Washing-
ton’s “ironclad commitment to the 
security of Israel.”

National Security Council spokes-
person Adrienne Watson said in a state-
ment that “Iran has begun an airborne 
attack against Israel.” She added: “The 
United States will stand with the peo-
ple of Israel and support their defense 
against these threats from Iran.”

Biden on Friday said the United 
States was “devoted” to defending 
Israel and that “Iran will not succeed.” 
Asked by reporters what his message 
was for Iran, the president’s only reply 
was: “Don’t.”

He ignored a question about what 

would trigger a direct U.S. military 
response.

The U.S., along with its allies, have 
sent direct messages to Tehran to warn 
against further escalating the conflict.

During the Israel-Hamas war in 
Gaza, there have been near-daily 
exchanges of fire between Israeli forc-
es and the Iran-backed Hezbollah mili-
tant group along the Israel-Lebanon 
border. U.S. officials have recorded 
more than 150 attacks by Iran-backed 
militias in Iraq and Syria on U.S. forc-
es at bases in those countries since war 
started on Oct. 7.

One attack in late January killed 
three U.S. service members in Jordan. 
In retaliation, the U.S. launched a mas-
sive air assault, hitting more than 85 
targets at seven locations in Iraq and 
Syria.

Meantime, on Saturday, comman-
dos from Iran’s paramilitary Revolu-
tionary Guard rappelled from a heli-
copter onto an Israeli-affiliated con-
tainer ship near the Strait of Hormuz 
and seized the vessel.

Watson, the NSC spokesperson, 
said the U.S. strongly condemned the 
seizure and urged Iran to release the 
ship and crew immediately.

“We will work with our partners to 
hold Iran to account for its actions,” 
she said.

Also Saturday, the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank also saw some of the worst 
violence since Hamas’ attack on Israel.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Attack drones

House Speaker Johnson
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and 

Ossian Journal publishes 
“basic” obituaries free of 
charge for “local” deaths. 
“Basic” obituaries will 
include the deceased’s name, 
age, community of record, 
date and place of death, 
basic genealogical infor-
mation, the date, time and 
location of calling hours and 
services and the name of 
the funeral home handling 
arrangements.

If additional information 
and/or a photo is desired 
to be included, or if the 
deceased does not meet the 
definitions of a “local” per-
son, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will 
provide details on the policy 
and will coordinate obituary 
publication. 

Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths. 

“Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of death, 
basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and services and the name of 
the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not meet the 
definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publication.

Court News

OBITUARIES

   FRESH • VARIETY • LOCAL • QUALITY
3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE

Mon.- Thur. 9 - 5  •  Fri. 9 - 6  •  Sat. 8 - 1
(Subject to change)

LOCALLY SUPPLIED  •  LOCALLY OWNED

260.638.4123

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
dressed weight

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
Whole or Half Hog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99/lb.

YOUR PARTY and  SUMMER COOKOUT
HEADQUARTERS
YOUR PARTY and  SUMMER COOKOUT
HEADQUARTERS

• Smoked Pork Chops

• Pulled Pork with or 
without BBQ sauce
• Sloppy Joe   
• Roasting Hogs• Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad

Call in advance for all 
special orders

SPECIALS
Pork Steak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.59/lb.
Ground Turkey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.19/lb.
Luncheon Bologna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.59/lb.
Baked Potato Salad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.39/lb.

PRICES GOOD April 15 – April 20, 2024www.lengerichmeats.com

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

New Location: 828 E 200 S, Blu� tonNew Location: 828 E 200 S, Blu� ton

Wells County Highway
DUST CONTROL 2024

Sign-up is Mon • April 1st – Wed • May 1st

DUST CONTROL OIL PRODUCT:  $2.07 PER FOOT
Sign up at the Highway o�  ce or print 

the agreement at www.wellscounty.org 
and mail with payment to o�  ce.  The 
Highway Department will place � ags 
for those mailed in. Payments must 
be made by CASH OR CHECK ONLY.  

There is a 200 ft. minimum.
O�  ce hours are 7:00am to 3:00pm 

Monday to Friday 

New Location: 828 E 200 S, Blu� ton • 824-6430

JEREMY M. TODD
CFP®  AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1169 N. Main St.

Suite 2
Bluffton, IN 46714

260-824-0686

Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors are not estate planners and cannot 
provide tax or legal advice. Please consult 
your estate-planning attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use  
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

www.edwardjones.com    Member SIPC

Financial Focus
Be careful when 

naming beneficiaries
When you purchase insurance or 

open investment accounts, such as an 
IRA, you’ll be asked to name a ben-
eficiary — but major life events may 
cause you to take steps to protect that 
beneficiary. 

If you’ve named your spouse as a 
beneficiary of an investment account or 
insurance policy, this beneficiary des-
ignation will be automatically revoked 
upon divorce in about half the states. 
So, if you still want your ex-spouse to 
get these assets, you will need to name 
them as a beneficiary after the divorce. 

And when couples divorce in a com-
munity property state, the laws require 
they split their assets 50/50, but only 
those assets obtained while they lived 
in that state. Assets obtained during 
marriage in other states may be split 
differently.

You may need to work with a legal 
professional to sort out beneficiary des-
ignation issues and the rules that apply 
in your state. But you may also want 
to do a beneficiary review with your 
financial advisor whenever you expe-
rience a life event such as a marriage, 
divorce or the addition of a new child.

Your investments, retirement ac-
counts and life insurance proceeds are 
valuable assets — so make sure they go 
where you intended. 

This content was provided by Edward 
Jones for use by Jeremy Todd, your Ed-
ward Jones financial advisor at 260-824-
0686.

Ronald Gene Mahon, 72, 
of Bluffton, passed away Fri-
day morning, April 12, 2024, 
at Lutheran Hospital in Fort 
Wayne. 

Gene was born March 1, 
1952, in Hartford City to Don-
ald F. and Deloris R. (Atwood) 
Mahon. After attending Bluff-
ton High School, Gene honor-
ably served our county in the 
United State Marines, during 
Vietnam and was a longtime 
member of the American Legion Post 111 
of Bluffton. Gene was a self-employed 
contractor and enjoyed playing Santa 
Claus for many years. In his later years, 
Gene enjoyed driving for Amish construc-
tion companies and for school children.

On July 3, 1994, in Wells County, Gene 
and Lisa V. (Hall) were married.

Survivors include his wife Lisa Mahon 
of Bluffton; his mother, Deloris R. Mahon 
of Bluffton; and two children, Malisha 
Mahon of Fort Wayne and Crystal Mahon 

of Virginia; along with several 
grandchildren.

Gene is also survived by sis-
ters; Karen Keeling of Delphos, 
Brenda (Ron) Cardin of Ossian, 
and Cheryl Zeis of Bluffton; and 
several nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death by 
his father, Donald D. Mahon; 
his brothers, Donald Duane 
Mahon, David L. Mahon, 
Glen A. Mahon and Rocky E. 
Mahon; and a granddaughter, 

Cathline E. Mahon.
Visitation will take place from 11 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. Saturday, April 20, 2024, at the 
Thoma/ Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in 
Bluffton. As Gene requested, there will be 
no formal funeral service.

Memorials may be made to the family. 
Funeral arrangements have been entrust-
ed to the Lemler family of the Thoma/
Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton. 
Friends can send online condolences to 
the family at www.thomarich.com.

Ronald Gene Mahon, 72

Ellen P. Snow, 93, of Bluffton, 
passed away Friday evening, 
April 12, 2024, at River Terrace 
Estates in Bluffton. 

She was born March 11, 
1931, in Adams County, Indi-
ana to John A. Linton and 
Lena M. (Peel) Johns. 

A Wells County resident for 
most of her life, Ellen gradu-
ated from Petroleum High 
School with the class of 1949. 
Ellen worked as a secretary for 
WBGT Radio Station, formerly WCRD, in 
Bluffton for 22 years, retiring in 1989. She 
was a member of the Petroleum United 
Methodist Church and the J-T-5 Home-
makers Club. Ellen was a member of the 
Extension Homemakers Club since 1952 
and was awarded Extension Homemaker 
of the Year in 1993.

On June 26, 1949, in Petroleum, Ellen 
and Emil L. Breedlove were married. He 
preceded her in death Jan. 5, 1993. On 
June 15, 2002, Ellen and Max B. Snow 
were married. He preceded her in death 
Sept. 2, 2022.

Survivors include her daughters, Linda 
(Dave) Durham of Wesley Chapel, Fla., 
Theresa Breedlove Bradford of Bluffton, 
Karen Murphy of Fort Wayne and Coralee 
Bowley of Uniondale. She is also sur-
vived by a stepson, Brad (Peggy) Snow of 
Bluffton; brothers Kent (Carole) Johns of 
Bloomington and Ronald (Cheryl) Johns 

of Indianapolis.
She is also survived by grand-

children, Steve (Elaine) Platt, 
Tabitha (Dan) Jenks, Brian (Jen-
nifer) Miller, Jacoby Gibson, 
Greg (Laurie) Murphy, Sheila 
(Dave) Mays, Joe (Geni) Brad-
ford, John (Melissa) Bradford, 
Stephanie Snow and Jacob 
Snow, along with many great-
grandchildren and great-great-
grandchildren.

She is preceded in death by 
her parents; husbands; a brother, Keith 
Johns; and a sister, Genevieve Wahman; 
and sons-in-law Wendell Bradford, Jim 
Murphy and Ed Bowley.

Visitation will be held from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the 
Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in 
Bluffton and for one hour prior to the ser-
vice. 

Funeral services will take place at 10:30 
a.m. Thursday, April 18, 2024, at the 
funeral home with Pastor Mark Dauter-
man officiating. Burial will follow at Stahl 
Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association or American Can-
cer Society.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Thoma/Rich, 
Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton. Friends 
can send online condolences to the fam-
ily at www.thomarich.com.

Ellen P. Snow, 93

Richard W. Stultz, 71, of Bluff-
ton, passed away Friday eve-
ning, April 12, 2024, at his resi-
dence.

Richard was born in Portland 
on Jan. 30, 1953, to Jay and 
Louise (Gilly) Stultz. Both parents 
preceded him in death. 

Richard graduated from Pen-
nville High School in 1971 and 
later graduated from Rose-
Hulman Institute of Technol-
ogy with a bachelor’s degree 
in mechanical engineering in 1975. He 
was the operating manager for his fam-
ily’s business, Miller Roofing in Bluffton, 
for over 20 years. He was a past member 
of the Petroleum Lions Club, past chief of 
the Nottingham Township Volunteer Fire 
Department, and past Assistant Scout-
master of Boy Scout Troup 149 of Bluff-
ton.

During his earlier years, while raising 
his son, Richard enjoyed being involved 
with the Boy Scouts, hunting, fishing, 

and canoeing. Later in life 
he enjoyed scuba diving and 
especially spending time with 
his two granddaughters. 

Survivors include a son, 
David (Crystal) Stultz; two 
granddaughters, Madison and 
Megan Stultz; a close friend, 
Helen Steffen; a nephew, 
Brian (Mackenzie) Brockhaus 
and family; and a niece, Beth 
Brockhaus.

In addition to his parents, 
Richard was preceded in death by a sister, 
Connie Sue Brockhaus.

Private family services are being held at 
I.O.O.F. Cemetery in Pennville. Goodwin – 
Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel in Bluff-
ton has been entrusted with the arrange-
ments.

In lieu of floral tributes and gifts, memo-
rial contributions may be directed to the 
Pennville Volunteer Fire Department. 

Online condolences may be made at 
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.

Richard W. Stultz, 71

William “Bill” C. Barkdull, 76 of Bluffton, 
passed away Saturday afternoon, April 
13, 2024, at his residence, surrounded by 
his loving family.

Funeral arrangements are pending at 
this time with the Thoma/Rich, Lemler 
Funeral Home in Bluffton.

William C. Barkdull

Sports memorabilia at the Historical Museum
Sports memorabilia has been moved to the second floor and displays of past Individu-
als and county teams are highlighted — including the Petroleum Panthers and baseball 
standout Everett Scott. At a future date the museum members plan to have a special 
Sunday to showcase a ball once belonging to Babe Ruth. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

Wells Superior Court
Criminal Cases

Skylor Gearlds, 33, was 
sentenced to 730 days in 
prison with 534 days sus-
pended and 196 days of 
jail credit towards his sen-
tence; Gearlds is required 
to serve 531 days on pro-
bation.

 The sentence was 
issued after Gearlds pled 
guilty to one count of fail-
ure to register as a sex 
offender, a Level 6 felony. 
Gearlds is also ordered to 
pay court costs and fil-
ings fees in the amount of 
$189.

———
David Lonnie Lawhorne, 

Jr., 28, New Haven, was 
sentenced to one year in 
the Wells County Jail with 
all but six days suspended. 
Lawhorne Jr. was sentenced 
after he pled guilty to one 
count of domestic battery, 
a Class A misdemeanor. 
Lawhorne Jr. is also required 
to serve 359 days on proba-
tion and pay court costs and 
filing fees in the amount of 
$239.

———
Joseph Anderson, 30, 

Fort Wayne, was sentenced 
to 90 days under the super-
vision of Community Cor-
rections with four days of 

jail credit. 
Anderson pled guilty 

to one count of posses-
sion of marijuana, a Class 
B misdemeanor.  Two 
counts for unlawful pos-
session or use of a legend 
drug, both Level 6 felo-
nies, were dismissed pur-
suant to a plea agreement. 
Anderson is also required 
to pay court costs and fil-
ing fees in the amount of 
$389.50.

———
Donovan E. Clark, 68, 

Bluffton, pled guilty to one 
count of battery resulting in 
moderate bodily injury, a 
Level 6 felony. A sentenc-
ing hearing is scheduled in 
this case at 9 a.m. on June 
24 in the Wells Superior 
Court.

———
Miguel  Angel  Her-

nandez Lopez, 22, Fort 
Wayne, was ordered to 
pay court costs and fil-
ing fees in the amount of 
$189.50, as well as a fine 
of $10.50 after he plead 
guilty to operating a vehi-
cle without ever receiving 
a license, a Class C misde-
meanor.
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‘Outsider’ Braun leads the GOP showdown
The current six-person Republican field for gov-

ernor is an anomaly. In the television age of Hoosier 
politics, the GOP usually sorts out the candidates, so 
there are only one or two by the February primary fil-
ing deadline.

Past Republican nominees and governors were not 
“outsiders” — as two of the candidates in U.S. Sen. 
Mike Braun and Brad Chambers — are claiming to be 
this cycle.

They have been ultimate insiders: Edgar Whit-
comb sought the office while serving as secretary of 
state; Doc Bowen as speaker of the House; Richard 
O. Ristine, Robert Orr and John Mutz as lieutenant 
governors; Linley Pearson as attorney general; David 
McIntosh and Mike Pence as 
congressmen; Mitch Daniels as 
an out-going White House bud-
get director; and Eric Holcomb 
as a former aide to Daniels, U.S. 
Rep. John Hostettler and U.S. Sen. Dan Coats (before 
he became a state GOP chair and then lieutenant gov-
ernor).

Since Mitch Daniels won the nomination in 2004, 
Republicans have resisted the angry, grainy attacks 
ads against each other and Democrat nominees.

In a poll of likely Republican and GOP-leaning 
independents conducted for State Affairs/Howey Poli-
tics Indiana on April 4-7, some 44% of respondents 
picked Braun. Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch trailed with 
10%, and Chambers and Eric Doden each received 
8%. Curtis Hill and Jamie Reitenour got 2% each, 
with 26% of poll respondents undecided.

This online survey comes after Chambers and 
Doden spent more than $19 million combined on TV 
advertising, according to AdImpact. While some of 
that spending went to basic biography spots, much 
of it was aimed at Braun over issues such as police 
qualified immunity, the southern border and a podcast 
where Braun suggested he might attend a Black Lives 
Matters rally. During that same time, Braun spent $7.7 
million, while Crouch spent $2.6 million.

“That is what we call a very commanding lead, 
where he’s 4-to-1 greater above each of the oppo-
nents,” Ken Alper, president of SurveyUSA which 
conducted the poll, said of Sen. Braun’s strength. 
“He’s well ahead among every demographic. It looks 
like it might be closest to moderates, but it’s more 
than 2-to-1 where he’s at 38% among moderates, 
while it’s 16% for Suzanne Crouch.

“It’s sort of a blowout,” Alper said of Braun’s lead 
in the poll. 

Crouch had hoped to be in second place at this 
point in the campaign, poised for a breakout with $5 
million to spend on a final media push. That strategy 
hinged on Chambers and Doden attacking Braun, thus 
softening him up. Crouch has not aimed any adver-
tising at Braun to date. Alper said the 2% separating 
Crouch from Chambers and Doden was “negligible” 

after he was asked about which candidate 
was best poised to become Braun’s key 
challenger.

“Being a month out [from the primary] 
there would have to be a pretty significant 
stumble to cause a change in this,” Alper 
said, underscoring the widespread observa-
tion going into this election cycle that this 
was Sen. Braun’s race to lose.

Like 2018 when Braun upset two con-
gressmen in the primary before defeating 
Democrat U.S. Sen. Joe Donnelly, he has 
the endorsement of Donald J. Trump, who 
has an 83% approval in the State Affairs/HPI survey, 

despite facing 88 criminal charg-
es. The survey found that 17% 
of Hoosier Republicans have an 
unfavorable opinion of the for-
mer president.

Epic, game-changing “stumbles” do happen, 
like the one in the 2012 U.S. Senate race between 
Democratic Sen. Joe Donnelly and Republican Rich-
ard Mourdock, who tripped up during a statewide 
debate question on the abortion issue. The Donnelly-
Mourdock race had been within the margin of error of 
every media, internal and advocacy group poll before 
the fateful Oct. 23 debate in New Albany. When the 
Howey Politics/DePauw Poll did its final survey, 
Donnelly jetted out to an 11% lead at 47%-36% on 
the way to a 5% upset plurality that November.

Toward the end of the first homestretch debate at 
the Carmel Palladium in mid-March, former attorney 
general Curtis Hill wondered why Braun was seek-
ing the governor’s office if his one term in the U.S. 
Senate had been so successful. “I thought he was very 
well equipped for the job,” Hill said. “He talks about 
how tough it is in D.C. I want him to go back and 
continue the fight; he gave up the fight. Will he give 
up the fight as governor?”

Braun responded, “I spent 37 years building a little 
scrappy business into a regional, national and interna-
tional company. And that is what I ran for Senate on. 
It resonated overwhelmingly. If you like me as your 
senator you’ll like me better as governor.”

Throughout Indiana history, former Indiana gover-
nors ranging from Oliver P. Morton to Evan Bayh — 
found career ending refuge in the U.S. Senate. Braun 
is doing it in reverse fashion. “You know why?” he 
asked at his unassuming office at Meyer Distributing 
in Jasper. “Because they’re from the farm system of 
politics. The people who got done being governor just 
weren’t done with politics. They wanted to continue. 
My blessing is I did something in the real world first 
before I decided to get into politics at a level of sig-
nificance.”

Brian Howey is senior writer and columnist for Howey Politics 
Indiana/State Affairs. Find Howey on Facebook and X @hwypol. 

State Affairs reporter Jarred Meeks contributed to this column.

Politicking

Brian 
Howey

With April 15 here, it’s a good 
time to review income taxes. On the 
surface, the federal government has 
kept income taxes the same since 
President Donald Trump and Congress 
decreased marginal tax rates a bit (and 
simplified the tax code a lot) in 2017.

Unfortunately, federal pay-
roll (FICA) taxes on income are 
unchanged. At 15.3 percent of every 
dollar earned by those in the lower 
through upper-middle income classes, 
these taxes are far greater for most 
taxpayers, even though 
politicians rarely discuss 
their onerous burdens. 
For example, if you earn 
$40,000, you lose about 
$6,000 to payroll taxes; 
if you earn $80,000, you 
lose about $12,000 to payroll taxes.

President Trump, President Joe Biden and Congress 
have significantly increased taxes in notable ways. 
Trump and Biden have been equally aggressive with 
higher tariffs — taxes on imported goods that increase 
prices and reduce consumer purchasing power. Trump 
and Biden (and Congress) have both pursued profligate 
spending and economy-threatening debt. These must be 
re-paid through higher future taxes. Under Trump, the 
national debt increased by $8 trillion; under Biden, it has 
increased by $6 trillion so far. That’s $42,000 per indi-
vidual in the U.S. over the last seven years. With all of 
the rhetoric about defending democracy these days, it’s 
odd (and hypocritical) to see so much debt being foisted 
on people who don’t have a vote in the matter.

Inflation is another sort of tax, by reducing the pur-
chasing power of dollars. Under Trump, inflation was 
7 percent;  under Biden, it’s been 20 percent so far. 
Inflation can also have the insidious effect of increas-
ing taxes if they are not “indexed” for the impact of 
inflation. Fortunately, at the federal level, most of this 
has been fixed. For example, Social Security pay-
ments were indexed in the 1970s. And income tax rates 
were (dramatically reduced and) indexed in the 1980’s 
by President Ronald Reagan with a Republican Senate 
and a strongly-Democrat House.  

The harm of inflation to fixed payments is obvious; 
the same amount of money will not go as far. But the 
impact on taxes is more subtle. Without indexing, as 
incomes typically increase with inflation, more income 
ends up in higher tax brackets. This is called “bracket 
creep”: people and their incomes “creep” into higher 
tax brackets — even if they’re not better off, given what 
inflation is doing to their purchasing power.  

At the state level, indexing is a mixed bag. Arizona, 
California and Colorado indexed their tax codes in 1978, 
but many states have not followed their lead. (Nine 
states don’t have a state income tax, so the concern is 
irrelevant in those cases.) The issue is especially bother-
some in states with multiple marginal tax rates. Some 
states (including Indiana) have a single marginal tax 
rate. But many states (including Indiana) do not index 
their deductions and exemptions, resulting in more 
income exposed to that tax — and thus, greater tax bur-
dens. 

Let’s use some numbers to see how this works. 
Assume you earned $60,000 in 2021. For 2024, your 
income has risen by 20 percent (along with 20 per-
cent inflation). So, you earn $72,000 in 2024, but still 
have the same purchasing power (or “real income”). 
With a spouse and four children, each year you would 
have $12,000 in exempted income. Thus, your taxable 
income would be $48,000 in 2021 and $60,000 in 2024 
(25 percent higher). Assume a 3 percent state tax rate 
and a 2 percent county tax rate, your tax bill would 
be $2,400 in 2021 and $3,000 in 2024 (again, 25 per-
cent higher). Even though your standard of living is no 
higher, the state and county governments are taking a 
higher percentage of your income. 

How to fix this? Index the exemptions for inflation. 
In my example, the exemptions would also rise 20 per-
cent (to $14,400) because of inflation. The new taxable 
income would be only $57,600, resulting in a tax bill of 
$2,880 (now 20 percent higher than in 2021). Without 
indexing, the taxpayers in my example would have an 
extra $120 taken from them by state and county govern-
ments. 

It was encouraging to see Indiana pass a slightly 
lower marginal tax rate in 2023, reducing it from 3.23 
percent to 3.15 percent. Going forward, the next tax 
reform should be to index deductions and exemptions 
for inflation, limiting the impact of federal inflation on 
state income taxes. 
Eric Schansberg, Ph.D., an adjunct scholar of the Indiana Policy Review 

Foundation, is Professor of Economics at Indiana University Southeast 
and the author of “Poor Policy: How Government Harms the Poor.” 

Let’s index Indiana’s 
income tax

Hoosier
Opinions

Eric
Schansberg

Yes, fight anti-white racism
Is there anything more 

poisonous or ridiculous than 
insisting that corporations 
and the government treat 
people fairly regardless of 
race? 

Apparently not. An Axios 
report on the Trump team’s 
intention to use civil-rights 
laws to target diversity, equi-
ty and inclusion (DEI) poli-
cies discriminating against 
whites has occasioned sneer-
ing and denunciations.

Philip Bump at The Wash-
ington Post snarked, as his headline 
puts it, “Trump aims to be a fearless 
warrior for White advantage.” 

The New Republic commented, 
sarcastically, “If Donald Trump is 
elected to a second term in Novem-
ber, his allies plan to end this coun-
try’s long-standing oppression of a 
major marginalized group in Ameri-
ca: white people.”

MSNBC warned, “Trumpism 
is increasingly organized around 
the reactionary principle that white 
Americans are not just overlooked, 
but are victims because of their race. 
This is a path to unraveling multicul-
tural democracy.”

Much of the commentary reflects 
the contradictory argument that anti-
white racism isn’t really a thing, yet, 
simultaneously, is absolutely essential 
to racial progress. 

The same twisted reasoning was 
often used when the critical race 
theory controversy was at its height; 
CRT was either a right-wing myth or 
foundational to the truthful teaching 
of America’s past, or somehow both.  

There should be a long German 
word for this rhetorical phenomenon.

Regardless, it is axiom-
atic that in the context of 
zero-sum hiring, admis-
sions and contracting deci-
sions, favoring one group 
will disadvantage another. 

This has been well 
established regarding 
affirmative-action policies 
at colleges — it’s much 
harder for white (or Asian) 
applicants to get into com-
petitive schools than it is 
for members of favored 

minority groups with simi-
lar credentials. 

Progressives might believe that 
this is cosmic justice, that whites 
deserve whatever they get. But 
individuals aren’t racial symbols 
and shouldn’t be treated as such. A 
conscientious white college appli-
cant, who has never harmed anyone, 
shouldn’t be punished for his or her 
race. 

Why are the iniquities of the old 
Jim Crow regime being taken out on 
white applicants — who never voted 
for Lester Maddox and probably 
never heard of him — for assistant-
vice-president jobs at banks and other 
corporations? 

This is unfair, and, more to the 
point, against the law. 

The U.S. Constitution is race neu-
tral, and so are the civil-rights laws 
enacted after the Civil War and in the 
1960s. As such, they are potentially a 
powerful weapon against the system 
of racial preferences that has become 
a pervasive feature of American life. 

We saw that in the Supreme 
Court’s affirmative-action decision 
last year, and in the ruling last month 
against the Minority Business Devel-

opment Agency by U.S. district court 
judge Mark Pittman in Texas. 

Corporations that are setting hiring 
targets by race and gender face mas-
sive exposure. They haven’t had to 
worry about it much to this point. The 
plaintiffs’ bar, out of political coward-
ice, won’t touch this issue. On top of 
that, it’s hard even to find plaintiffs; 
becoming known as the white person 
who was chiseled out of a job and 
sued over it is not the best career 
move in corporate America.

This is why an ideologically 
driven group like former Trump aide 
Stephen Miller’s America First Legal 
has had to pick up the baton, with 
some success. 

But if a Trump Justice Depart-
ment decides to make an example of 
a couple of high-profile corporations 
engaged in these discriminatory prac-
tices, the regime of preferences may 
well crumble quickly. 

Until recently, the incentives have 
been all the other way — to adopt 
the fashionable attitudes, spout the 
familiar DEI lines, empower the 
apparatchiks of HR, and not risk the 
ire of elite opinion by taking a differ-
ent path.

Now, there are signs that DEI in 
corporate America is cresting, or at 
least becoming less blatant, under 
political and legal pressure. 

If a Trump Justice Department 
(and the Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Commission) pushes these types 
of policies in business and govern-
ment into the dustbin, the Left will 
firmly plant both feet on one side of 
its current straddle — and say it’s a 
travesty that anti-white discrimination 
no longer exists. 

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry
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Thank you for reading your local newspaper
News-BannerThe

Well the excitement of 
the eclipse is over and now 
we are looking ahead to 
summer and ballgames at 
the park. The teams have 
already been there working 
down the diamond.

Robin and I went down 
to the back patio at Sis 
& Bub’s about 4 p.m. on 
eclipse day to enjoy their 
selection of food outdoors. 
We were there for about 
an hour and a half and 
were amazed at the traf-
fic through town heading 
north on Wayne Street/300 
W. For the whole time we 
were there, and before and 
after there, was a steady line 
of cars bumper to bumper 
probably coming from Oua-
bache State Park heading for 
the Fort Wayne area.

I was looking through 
my columns to see if I 
wrote about the eclipse that 
happened on January 15, 
2010. I did not find that 
I even mentioned it. The 
month was very busy as our 
granddaughter Anna Miller 
passed away on January 1st 
and Kenny retired that Janu-
ary so I had other things to 
write.

Mark your calendars for 
voting on Tuesday, May 
7. This information is for 
Wells County voters: The 
Clerk’s Office at the Wells 
County Courthouse will be 
available for early voting 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays 
through May, as well as 7 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday; 
April 27, and Saturday, May 

4, and 8 a.m. to noon on 
Monday, May 6.

Mail-in ballot appli-
cations are available at 
wellscounty.org/elections. 
Applications are due to the 
Clerk’s Office or Indiana 
Election Division by the 
end of the day April 25 for 
the May 7 primary election. 
Check voter registration sta-
tus and ballot information 
by visiting indianavoters.
in.gov.

Election day spots for 
near Zanesville are Lighted 
Gardens, 10794 N S.R. 1 
in Ossian and Zanesville 
Tower Life Center, 11811 N 
Wayne St. in Zanesville.

A long time friend of 
yours and mine is having 
a special birthday and her 
family wants you to come 
and help her celebrate! Join 
us for a 90th birthday cele-
bration honoring Jean Klein-
schmidt Saturday, April 
20. Open house from 1 to 
4 p.m. EST at Markle Boy 
Scout Lodge, 260 S. Clark 
Street, Markle, IN. In lieu of 
gifts, consider a donation to 
Meals on Wheels in honor 
of Jean’s dedicated volun-
teer service. Mail check to 
Meals on Wheels LaPorte 
County, 301 E. 8th St., Suite 
110, Michigan City, IN 
46360.

Zanesville News by Melba Edwards

Senior Haleigh Rein-
hard has been selected to 
receive the Norwell High 
School Internship Spot-
light award. She has been 
doing her experience at 
the Alive and Well orga-
nization of Wells County 
for the entire school year. 
Her mentor is the director 
Wendy Bailey. Haleigh 
is the daughter of Gray-
son and Tara Reinhard of 
Craigville.

The Alive and Well 
Program presents healthy 
life choices to Norwell 
students of different 

grade levels throughout 
the school year. The top-
ics covered are drugs 
and alcohol, friendships, 
sexual relations, and fam-
ily struggles. Haleigh has 
been observing the class-
room presentations from 
the professionals who 
lead. Haleigh has also 
learned some organiza-
tional aspects of the pro-
gram by helping to inven-
tory and prep materials, 
assist with classroom 
activities, and run various 
errands.

Haleigh is undecided 

on what college she will 
attend, but she does plan 
to major in Business.

Haleigh Reinhard

Norwell Internship Spotlight award
Haleigh Reinhard

428 S. Oak Street in Bluffton
260-824-5222 

www.wellscocreativearts.com
creativeartscouncil@gmail.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/wellscocre-
ativearts

Instagram: @creativeartscouncil
Creative Arts office hours — Monday 

through Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday 
(by appointment only).

Creative Arts Spring Showcase
Friday, April 26 at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 27 at 3:00 p.m.
Admission:  $5 at the door
We invite you to join us for Creative Arts 

Youth Dance Company’s Spring Showcase!
Creative Arts is very proud of our dance 

academy, and we are excited to present our 
Spring Showcase this month! Our Ballet, 
Modern, and Tap dancers will be present-
ing in this year’s showcase. Our Ballet stu-
dents will be presenting an abridged version 
of “The Sleeping Beauty” accompanied by 
Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s familiar music.  Our 
Modern dance program features the begin-
ning, intermediate, and advanced classes as 
they take a sojourn into ancient Egypt.  Tap 
will be performing rhythm and broad way 
tap styles.  We will proudly present two per-
formances, both in the auditorium at 428 S. 
Oak St in Bluffton.

Beers with the Bard
Tuesday, May 7 at 7 p.m. at The Parlor 

City Brewing Company
Beers with the Bard is back!
Three of Shakespeare’s plays done in ten 

minutes each?? Is that even possible? YUP. 
You betcha!

Join us on Tuesday, May 7 at Parlor City 
Brewing Company to watch us do it! But 
wait! There’s more! The Rag Tag Bunch, 
Fort Wayne’s favorite Irish band, will be 
joining us again this year.

Get ready for an evening of Shakespear-
ean silliness, delicious locally brewed bev-
erages, and great music! Doors open at 6:30, 
and the show starts at 7 p.m. This is a 21+ 
event.

Tickets go on sale soon!  Presented by 
Parlor City Shakespeare Company and the 
Creative Arts Council
DRUM LESSONS – beginner, intermedi-

ate & advanced 
We are excited to expand our repertoire 

of musical instrument lessons by offering 
drum lessons!  Lessons will be Monday eve-
nings.  Private lessons are $25 per half hour 
session.  Limited Spots available.

Lessons will be taught by Alex Cornett, 
a worship/rock drummer with 25 years of 
experience. He has toured with several wor-
ship bands across the country and overseas, 
and has played at dozens of churches, both 
as a fill in and an every week musician. 
With a degree in audio engineering and a 
history of studio work, Alex has a unique 
collection of musical knowledge and techni-
cal ability. He is offering beginner, interme-
diate, and advanced classes.

If you are interested in finding out more, 
please call the Creative Arts office at (260) 
824- 5222.
 Creative Arts Summer Camps Summer 

Theater Intensive June 2024
Shrek the Musical JR (Ages 12-18) – 

only 4 spots left!!
Auditions:  Saturday, May 4th, 2024 

(must be age 12 by March 1st)
Rehearsals:  June 3 – 14; Monday – Fri-

day from 9 a.m. to 4  p.m.
Performances:  June 14 at 7  p.m. and 

June 15th at 3  p.m. and 7  p.m.

(Attendance is required at all 10 days of 
camp plus all 3 performances)

Tuition:  $100
Disney Jungle Book Kids – Registration 

is full, call to be put on the waiting list
Summer Dance Intensive 

Registration Opens – March 1, 2024
Dates:  June 3-21, 2024
Creative Movement (Ages 3-5) 
For 3-5 year old students, the 45 min-

ute Creative Movement class meets twice a 
week for three weeks. 

Choose 1 session
Tuesday and Thursday
Session A:  10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
Session B:  10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Tuition:  $50
Pre-Dance (Ages 6-8)
The Pre-Dance class is geared toward 6-8 

year old students. Students will take two 45 
minute classes (one in ballet and one dance 
elective) twice a week for three weeks.

Tuesday and Thursday / 5:00 p.m. – 6:30  
p.m.

Tuition:  $90
Continuing Dance (Ages 9-12)
For 9-12 year old students, Continuing 

Dance occurs twice a week for 3 weeks. 
Students will take two, one hour classes 
(one in ballet and one dance elective).

Tuesday and Thursday / 4:45  p.m. – 6:45  
p.m.

Tuition:  $120
Intermediate/Advanced Class
For students that have reached an inter-

mediate to advanced level of classical ballet. 
Students will take 1.5 to 2.5 hours of class 
three times a week for three weeks. Classes 
offered will included ballet, pointe, and con-
temporary dance styles.

Monday / 3:00  p.m. to 5:30  p.m.
Wednesday / 3:00  p.m. to 5:30  p.m.
Friday / 3:00  p.m. to 4:30  p.m.
Tuition:  $190

 Ongoing Activities 
Creative Crew: Tuesdays from 8:30a.m.-

12:30p.m.: All forms of creativity welcome:  
painting, drawing, needlework and more….
spend the morning working on your craft 
and socialize with other artists.  Enter Door 
1 or Door 10 at Life Community Church, 
the creative crew meets in the cafe 

Readers’ Brown Bag Luncheon: Meet-
ing the last Tuesday of the month at noon at 
Life Community Church, enter door 10.  All 
readers are welcome.  Feel free to call the 
office for more information.

***Important Scheduling Note: Changes can 
occur after the Creative Happenings column has 
been published. Please confirm dates and times 
before planning to participate in programs and 
activities***

Creative Arts Council activities are supported 
by memberships, sponsors and grants from funders 
including Arts United, a regional agency; the Indi-
ana Arts Commission, a state agency; and the 
National Endowment for the Arts, a national agency.

Events at the Creative Arts 
Council of Wells County

FW Youtheatre to present ‘Ruby Bridges’
Next presentation by Fort Wayne You-

theatre will be “Ruby Bridges,” the 10th 
Annual Linda L. Ruffolo Young Heroes 
of Conscience Series production, on April 
19-21, at the First Presbyterian Theater in 
Fort Wayne.

Opening night will be on  Friday, April 
19, at 7 p.m. when the Harvey Cocks Life-
time Achievement Award will be presented 
to Gregory Stieber, the outgoing director/
playright of the series.

There also will be 2 p.m. performances 
on Saturday, April 20 and Sunday, April 
21. A sensory friendly performance will be 
held on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $16 for adults and $12 for 
children, seniors and groups of 10 or more. 
Tickets are available through artsix.org or 
by calling 260-422-4226 between noon 
and 6 p.m. Monday through Friday. More 
information at www.fortwayneyoutheatre.
org.

 ¾ The Expo is Open to the Public 
 ¾ There will be over 60 venders
 ¾ Free Breakfast provided by Adams 

Health Network from 9-10 am
 ¾ Free Lunch provided by River 

Terrace Retirement Community 
from 11:30 am-12:30 pm

Look for more detail in May 7th News Banner
Adverting Available - Deadline: May 2
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
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right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory
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A Purchase of $3000 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 4/30/2024

A Purchase of $4000 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 4/30/2024

$300 $500
off off

MARIACHI LOCO
     Mexican Grill & Bar
MARIACHI LOCOMARIACHI LOCO

Call for Carry-Out 260-827-0616

FISHER'S
GARAGE DOORS, LLC

S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

• Replace Broken Springs
& Cables on All Makes

• Replace or Repair Doors
& Openers on All Makes

Wells
Jay
Allen 
Grant
Adams 
Blackford
Huntington 

&RESIDENTIAL  
COMMERCIAL

“Large Enough to Serve, Small Enough to Care”

260-849-0206 • www.fishersgaragedoors.com

BASKETBALL
NBA

Saturday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Sunday’s Games
Charlotte 120, Cleveland 110
Boston 132, Washington 122
Philadelphia 107, Brooklyn 86
Indiana 157, Atlanta 115
Miami 118, Toronto 103
Orlando 113, Milwaukee 88
New York 120, Chicago 119, OT
San Antonio 123, Detroit 95
Houston 116, L.A. Clippers 105
Oklahoma City 135, Dallas 86
Denver 126, Memphis 111
Golden State 123, Utah 116
L.A. Lakers 124, New Orleans 108
Phoenix 125, Minnesota 106
Sacramento 121, Portland 82

HOCKEY
NHL.

Saturday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers 3, N.Y. Islanders 2, SO
Dallas 3, Seattle 1
Winnipeg 7, Colorado 0
Philadelphia 1, New Jersey 0
Florida 3, Buffalo 2, OT
Washington 4, Tampa Bay 2
Detroit 5, Toronto 4, OT
Ottawa 5, Montreal 4, SO
Nashville 6, Columbus 4
Boston 6, Pittsburgh 4
Vancouver 3, Edmonton 1
Los Angeles 3, Anaheim 1
Minnesota 6, San Jose 2

Sunday’s Games
St. Louis 4, Seattle 1
Carolina 4, Chicago 2

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Saturday’s Games

N.Y. Yankees 3, Cleveland 2, 1st 
game

Minnesota 11, Detroit 5, 12 innings, 

1st game
Cincinnati 5, Chicago White Sox 0
Houston 9, Texas 2
Milwaukee 11, Baltimore 5
Minnesota 4, Detroit 1, 2nd game
N.Y. Yankees 8, Cleveland 2, 2nd 

game
Chicago Cubs 4, Seattle 1
Sunday’s Games
Tampa Bay 9, San Francisco 4
N.Y. Mets 2, Kansas City 1
Detroit 4, Minnesota 3
Cleveland 8, N.Y. Yankees 7, 10 

innings
Cincinnati 11, Chicago White Sox 4
Chicago Cubs 3, Seattle 2

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Saturday’s Games

Cincinnati 5, Chicago White Sox 0
Arizona 4, St. Louis 2
Chicago Cubs 4, Seattle 1

Sunday’s Games
Cincinnati 11, Chicago White 

Sox 4
Arizona 5, St. Louis 0
Chicago Cubs 3, Seattle 2

News-Banner Scoreboard

MONDAY, APRIL 15
BASEBALL: Bluffton at Norwell, 5 p.m.; 

South Adams at Southern Wells (non-confer-
ence), 5 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Adams Central at Norwell, 
4:30 p.m.; Wabash at Bluffton, 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Norwell at Adams Central, 5 
p.m.; Bluffton at Southwood, 5 p.m.; Southern 
Wells at Wayne, 5:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 16
BASEBALL: Norwell at Jay County, 5 p.m.; 

Bellmont at Bluffton, 5 p.m.; Southern Wells at 
Southwood, 5 p.m.

BOYS GOLF: Jay County at Bluffton, 4:30 
p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Norwell at South Side, 

5:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL: Norwell at Bishop Luers, 5:30 

p.m.; Bluffton at Wabash, 5:30 p.m.
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Bellmont at 

Norwell, 5 p.m.; Bluffton at Jay County, 5:30 
p.m.; Southern Wells/Adams Central at Heri-
tage, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL  17
BASEBALL: Bluffton at Canterbury, 5 p.m.
BOYS GOLF: Norwell at Leo, 4:30 p.m.; 

Bluffton at Southwood, 5 p.m.; Southern Wells 
at Woodlan, 5 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Norwell at Homestead, 5 
p.m.; Adams Central at Bluffton, 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Marion at Norwell, 5 p.m.; 
Wes-Del at Southern Wells, 5 p.m.

High School Calendar

Tigers down Golden Eagles in 
twice baseball doubleheader
Bluffton’s baseball team bounced back from 

its four-game losing skid with a sweep over at 
Oak Hill on Saturday.

The Tigers won 8-1 in the first game and 
18-5 in the second.

In Game 1, the Tigers took advantage of four 
Golden Eagle errors and 11 walks, while pour-
ing on seven hits.

Axton Beste, Braxton Betancourt, Eli Gar-
rett and AJ Streveler all walked twice and scored 
one or more runs between them.

At the plate, Streveler roped two doubles in 
his 2-2 day with four RBI, while Betancourt’s 
1-3 effort was for four RBI with two stolen 
bases. Nick Pastore went 2-4 with three RBI and 
Easton Blair had a pair of RBI.

Colton Arnold got the win in his 4.1 innings 
of work, allowing five runs (four earned), eight 
hits, two walks and five strikeouts. Streveler 
threw .2 innings of perfect ball in relief.

In Game 2, the Tigers produced nine hits and 
walked six times at the plate.

Brody Lewis led the team with 2-3 with two 
RBI. Beste and Betancourt had multi-hit games, 
Pastore, Griffin Morgan and Lukas Gehrett had 
one each.

Betancourt got the win, throwing five innings 
and allowing one run on three hits, four walks 
and five strikeouts.

Bluffton will travel to Norwell at 5 p.m. 
Monday, April 15.

Bluffton combines for third in 
co-ed track invitational

Bluffton’s track teams competed in a co-ed 
relay-style invitational at Oak Hill.

The Tiger’s boys and girls finished third 
overall with 101 points of the 10 competing 
schools, sitting behind the champion Oak Hill 
and second place Delta. Total points and places 
were not available.

First-place finishers for the Tigers included 
Jude Baumgartner in the 400m and Johnny Cruz 
in the shot put.

Top event placers were:
Boys
• Jude Baumgartner first in the 400m with a 

time of 51.87.
• Andrew Hunt fourth in the 300m hurdles 

with a time of 44.23.
• Austin Geimer and Eli Bertsch tied for 

fourth in the high jump at 5-8.
• Trey Buston second in the long jump at 

20-5.
• Tavin Frees fourth in the discus at 122-5 

and Drayvin Shoemaker fifth at 121.
• Johnny Cruz first in the shot put at 48-1.5 

and Sam Mechling third at 42-4.
Girls
• Rylynn Penick seventh in the 100m with a 

time of 14.01.
• Maryn Schreiber seventh in the 400m with 

a time of 1:06.18.
• Madelyn Funk seventh in the long jump at 

15-3.
• Alexandria Koby fifth in the shot put at 

30-8.5.
Bluffton will be at Jay County at 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 16.

Knight girls win IPT 
Relays, boys finish in third

The Norwell track teams had a successful 
meet at the IPT Relays at Heritage High School 
on Saturday.

The Knight girls won the event with 118 total 
points. The boys finished in third of the five-
team event.

Among the three first-place finishers for Nor-
well were: Jasper Kreigh first in the pole vault, 
Jada Dale, Ryland Graft, Makenzie Fuess and 
Eden Nash first in the 4x400m relay and Emer-
son Meredith in the pole vault.

Top-three finishers:
Boys
• Trevon Stoppenhagen second in the 100m 

with a time of 11.88.
• Brady Smith, Quentauris Jones, Hayden 

Bennett and Jase Harmon second in the 4x100m 
with a time of 46.15.

• Stoppenhagen, Matthew Hernandez, Ryan 
Smith and Devin Dale third in the 4x400m relay 
with a time of 3:43.80.

• Luke Johnson, Gavin Threewits, Gage 
Reinhard and Lukas Mashuda third in the 
4x1600m relay with a time of 20:45.72.

• Dale, Smith, Hernandez and Stoppenhagen 
third in the 1000m sprint medley relay with a 
time of 2:10.89.

• Caiden Petrie, Threewits, Reinhard and Eli-
jah Jacob third in the 4000m distance medley 
relay with a time of 13:00.97.

• Harmon second in the high jump at 6-0.
• Jasper Kreigh first in the pole vault at 12-0.
• Harmon second in the long jump at 20-2.25.

Girls
• Jillian Melcher second in the 100m hurdles 

with a time of 18.28 and Eden Nash third at 
18.49.

• Karrigan Melcher, Shae Brooks, Haley Wil-
liamson and Jaycie Grzch third in the 4x100m.

• Melcher, Brooks, Williamson and Grzch 
second in the 4x200m with a time of 1:58.96.

• Jada Dale, Ryland Graft, Makenzie Fuess 
and Nash first in the 4x400m relay with a time 
of 4:24.12.

• Ali Riley, Haleigh Reinhard, Larkin Smith 
and Brooklyn Meyer third in the 4x800m relay 
with a time of 11:15.86.

• Reinhard, Addison Meyer, Elizabeth Norris 
and Kylee Hannie second in the 4x1600m relay 
with a time of 26:19.63.

• Fuess, Graft, Jillian Melcher and Dale sec-
ond in the 1000m sprint medley relay with a 
time of 2:32.81.

• Smith, Riley, Addison Meyer and Norris 
second in the 4000m distance medley relay with 
a time of 16:00.33.

• Williamson third in the high jump at 5-0.
• Emerson Meredith first in the pole vault at 

10-0 and Kendall Dunwiddie second at 8-0.
• Graft second in the long jump at 15-5.
• Fuess third in the shot put at 30-10.5.
• Kaylee Eicher third in the discus at 87-5.

Team Scores
Boys
1. New Haven (119 points), 2. Heritage 

(110), 3. Norwell (95), 4. Concordia (67) and 5. 
Bishop Luers (29).

Girls
1. Norwell (118 points), 2. New Haven (95), 

3. Concordia (81), 4. Heritage (63), 5. Bishop 
Luers (32) and 6. Blackhawk Christian (31).

Norwell will host Bellmont at 5 p.m. Tues-
day, April 16.

Knights split with 
Berries, Patriots in baseball
Norwell’s baseball team went 1-1 in the two-

game series at Logansport High School on Sat-
urday.

The Knights dropped the first game to the 
Berries 9-3 and won the second against Bethes-
da Christian 17-1. The split puts their record to 
4-2 on the season.

In Game 1, Norwell was scratched for two 
base hits. One from Noah Schamerloh and one 
from Collin Burns.

Noah Turk and Korben Neuenschwander 
collected the two RBI.

Cade Shelton received the loss despite none 
of his seven runs being earned. He pitched 1.2 
innings, giving up five hits, four walks and three 
strikeouts. Noah Turk threw 5.1 innings out of 
the bullpen and allowed two runs on four hits, 
two walks and six strikeouts.

In Game 2, the Knights got their offense roll-
ing for 19 hits.

Drew Graft and Cayden Cassel led the way 
with three hits. Graft produced a double and a 
triple for two runs scored and one RBI, and Cas-
sel had a double and two RBI.

Schamerloh, Lane Lewis and Drew Jol-
ley all contributed two hits. Ryne Thornton’s 
pinch-hit single drove in two runs, while Neuen-
schwander, Logan Cotton, Shelton and Adam 
McBride had one RBI each.

Schamerloah got the win, allowing just one 
earned run in a complete five innings in 7- pitch-
es. He gave up seven hits, one walk and struck 
out six.

Norwell will host Bluffton at 5 p.m. Monday, 
April 15.

Knights fall in softball 
season opener to Starfires

After rain postponed Norwell’s softball 
team’s first four games, the Knights began their 
season at South Adams on Saturday.

The two games did not go in the Knight’s 
favor, ending in a two-game sweep for the 
Starfires.

In Game 1, South Adams won 6-2. Norwell 
collected four hits and committed three errors.

Reese Frauhiger’s two-run home run was the 
only runs of the game. Kara Brown went 2-3 
and Leah Werling added the other hit.

Sami Lemler got the loss, throwing five 
innings and allowing six runs (five earned) with 
a walk and two strikeouts. Brown came out of 
the bullpen and tossed a clean one inning.

In Game 2, South Adams won 17-10. Nor-
well’s offense jumped with 14 hits in the contest 
with a home run by Brown, who led the team 
with a perfect 4-4 and four RBI.

Lemler added to the scoresheet with two 
doubles and an RBI. Kaydance Clark went 2-4 
with a double and two RBI, while Frauhiger also 
went 2-4 with a double. Jordan Markley went 
2-5 in the leadoff slot with an RBI and three sto-
len bases.

Kayla Watkins earned the loss.
Norwell will travel to Adams Central at 5 

p.m. Monday, April 15.

Sports Roundup

Norwell’s Luke Johnson runs during the 4x1600m relay. The boys finished third at the meet.

Norwell’s Elizabeth Norris during the 4x1600m relay at the Heritage IPT Relays Saturday morn-
ing. Norris was a part of the Knights’ 4x1600m relay and the 4000m distance medley relay that 
led them to a first-place finish. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) — 
Scottie Scheffler spent more 
time looking at his feet than 
any of the white leaderboards 
at Augusta National, all of 
them showing what everyone 
was watching — a Masters 
champion again, the undis-
puted best player in golf.

He prefers to stay in his 
own little world, population 

one.
Nobody is close to him in 

the game at the moment.
Scheffler is No. 1 in the 

world by a margin not seen 
since Tiger Woods in his 
prime. In nine tournaments 
this year, he doesn’t have a 
round over par and has earned 
over $15 million. And on Sun-
day, he delivered the greatest 

piece of evidence when he 
slipped into that green jacket.

Scheffler pulled ahead 
with magnificent shots around 
the turn, poured it on along the 
back nine as his challengers 
melted away with mistakes 
and closed with a 4-under 68 
to claim his second Masters 
in three years with a four-shot 
victory.

Scottie Scheffler wins the Masters
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Mother-in-law love
Dear Annie: I have been married 

for 15 years. A little over a year ago, 
I started having an affair with an ex-
girlfriend. The affair ended a month 
ago. It is over and done with. 

I am not sure if I should tell my 
wife about it or just keep it a secret. 
I feel that if I tell her, nothing good 
would come from it, other than being 
truthful. However, I see it destroying 
the trust she has in me. I can’t think of 
a good reason to tell her. What should 
I do? — A Cheater in Upstate NY

Dear Cheater: Ask yourself what 
your intentions are in confessing. 
Are you doing it to relieve yourself of 
guilty feelings? The feelings are there, 
whether you tell her or not. The real 
question to ask is why you cheated in 
the first place. That might be better 
flushed out with a therapist.

Dear Annie: I have been married to 
my husband for 38 years, and it took 
me quite a long time to realize that 
this dynamic of being interrupted was 
not going to change, no matter what I 
did or said. That type of person is only 
interested in listening to themselves 
talk about family stories and things 
that happened in the past. 

If any of your readers find them-
selves in similar situations, it might be 
useful for them to take a discreet sur-
vey of all family members when they 
are being interrupted. I was very sur-
prised to discover, after the fact, that 
my mother-in-law took my side when 
I was very rudely interrupted by my 
brother-in-law.

She left the table, a fact that she 
confided in my husband later on. She 
told him that she just couldn’t stand 
how I was constantly being inter-
rupted. She comes from a background 
of avoiding confrontation at all costs, 
so I don’t ever expect her to say any-
thing, but her actions speak loudly 
enough for me and make me love her 
all the more. — Love My Mother-in-
Law

Dear Love My 
Mother-in-Law: 
Being interrupted 
is rude and frus-
trating, no mat-
ter how you look 
at it. I’m print-
ing your letter 
because it is nice 
to hear someone 
praising moth-
ers-in-law. Usu-
ally, people write 
in to share their 
frustrations with 
them, so it was sweet to hear that you 
love her and that she saw the situation 
as you did. When she got up and left 
the table, she was sending a strong 
message in her own quiet way. Actions 
speak louder than words. 

Dear Annie: As someone who has 
long suffered from an easily stressed 
digestive system, I suggest that “Gut 
Feelings” also see a functional medi-
cine practitioner. Food sensitivities 
and gut dysbiosis are very common, 
yet unrecognized, causes of distress. 

With testing to evaluate digestive 
health and identify imbalances, diges-
tive comfort can often be attained with 
dietary changes and supplements. I’ve 
been there and am now feeling so 
much better. — Healthy Gut

Dear Healthy: Congratulations on 
getting your gut in good health. Tak-
ing proper care of one’s body through 
healthy foods, exercise, meditation 
or prayer, and lots of sleep, love and 
laughter, is always a good idea.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” features favorite columns 
on marriage, infidelity, communica-
tion and reconciliation. It is avail-
able as a paperback and e-book. Visit 
http://www.creatorspublishing.com 
for more information. Send your ques-
tions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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  TV & Entertainment Weekly | April 13 - 19, 2024    | 11 Monday prime time

04/15 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Sue Thomas F.B.Eye 
"The Bounty Hunter" 

Unapolo-
getic 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Prop. Conn James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor CrossTalk 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy! Neighbor
(N) 

Bob Heart
(N) 

NCIS "A Thousand 
Yards" (N) 

NCIS: Hawai'i "The 
Next Thousand" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Criminal Minds "Blue 
Angel" 

Criminal Minds "Killer 
App" 

FBI "Conflict of Interest" FBI "What Lies Beneath" FBI "Appearances" FBI "Closure" FBI "Little Egypt" FBI "The Lives of 
Others" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Amer. Idol The top 20 take the stage as Ryan Seacrest 
reveals the 10 hopefuls America has voted to advance. 

Interrog. "The Devil in 
Disguise" (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Voice, The Keith Urban serves as mega mentor to 
all of the coaches' teams as the knockouts continu..

Deal or No "Are You 
Meticulous?" (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man
"Explorers"

Last Man 
Standing 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Locum" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Shattered" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
S. Wilkos "Standout 
Grandparents" (N) 

TMZ Live (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) All American "Business 
Is Business" (N) 

Sight Unseen "Sunny" Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Burgers 
"Torpedo" 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
(4:00) Gershwin Prize PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 

America 
Matters of 
Mind 

Antiques Roadshow (N) Antiques Roadshow
"Santa Clara Hour 2" 

Planet California
"Rivers of Gold" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Antiques Roadshow 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
(4:00) Gershwin Prize Context BBC News 

America 
PBS NewsHour (N) Antiques Roadshow (N) Antiques Roadshow

"Santa Clara Hour 2" 
Planet California
"Rivers of Gold" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Antiques Roadshow 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang MasterChef So You Think You Can 
Dance 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Anatomy "What Have I 
Done to Deserve This?" 

Anatomy "Band-Aid 
Covers the Bullet Hole" 

Grey's Anatomy
"Superstition" 

Grey's Anatomy "The 
Name of the Game" 

Grey's Anatomy "Under 
Pressure" 

(:05) Anatomy "Blues for 
Sister Someone" 

(:05) Grey's Anatomy
"Damage Case" 

Grey's Anatomy "The 
Name of the Game" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (3:30) <++ Predator 2 <++ The Predator (‘18) Boyd Holbrook. <++ The Equalizer 2 (‘18) Pedro Pascal, Denzel Washington. <++ The Equalizer 2 (‘18) Pedro Pascal, Denzel Washington. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Mod Fam 
"Grab It" 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

E! News
(N) 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++++ Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981, Adventure) Karen 
Allen, Paul Freeman, Harrison Ford. 

<+++ Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989, 
Adventure) Sean Connery, Denholm Elliott, Harrison Ford.  

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) WNBA (L)

(N) 
WNBA Draft Top college basketball prospects find out 
where they'll begin their WNBA professional careers. 

NHL Hockey Minnesota Wild at Los Angeles Kings From 
Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) Rookie (N) SportsCenter Special Rookie Rookie NFL Live SportsCenter (L) (N) Rookie Rookie 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line NASCAR 2022 

Talladega: Geico 500 (N)
Focused In the 

Spotlight 
Cardinals 
Kids TV 

Cardinals 
Insider 

Cardinals! 
Pre (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Oakland Athletics From Oakland-
Alameda County Coliseum in Oakland, Calif. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N) 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Prem Goal 
Zone (L) (N) 

<+++ Fighting With My Family (2019, Comedy Drama) Lena 
Headey, Nick Frost, Florence Pugh. 

WWE Monday Night RAW The superstars of the WWE square off in the ring 
and behind the scenes. (L) (N) 

McBee "Power Moves 
and Paying Dues" (N) 

(:05) 9-1-1 "Full Moon 
(Creepy AF)" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Contraband: Seized 
"Altar Course" 

Contraband: Seized
"Bullet Points" 

Contraband: Seized
"The Rookies" 

Contraband: Seized
"The Beetle's Live" 

Contraband: Seized at 
the Border 

Contraband: Seized
"The Hitman" 

Contraband "Reading 
Between the Lies" 

Contraband: Seized 
"The Beetle's Live" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day: Single Life (N) Seeking Sister Wife (N) 90 Day: Single Life (N) 90 Day Fiancé: Love 90 Day: The Single Life 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
(4:00) Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens "The 

Space Travelers" 
Ancient Aliens "The 
Disclosure Event" 

Ancient Aliens: Declassified "The UFO Spectacle" (4-hour combo episode); UFO witnesses have 
reported a wide variety of objects in Earth's skies. (N) 

(:05) Ancient Aliens 
"The UFO Spectacle" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Stray Shot" The First 48 First 48 "Little Girl Lost" The First 48 "Bloodline" The First 48 The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) First 48 "Bloodline" 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< Royal Matchmaker (2018, Romance) Will 
Kemp, Brittany Bristow, Bethany Joy Galeotti. 

< My Secret Valentine (2018, Romance) Andrew 
Walker, Peter MacNeill, Lacey Chabert. 

< The More Love Grows (2023, Drama) Warren 
Christie, Patrick Gilmore, Rachel Boston. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:30) < 
Hitman's ... 

(:35) <+++ John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum (2019, Action) Halle Berry,
Ian McShane, Keanu Reeves. 

<++ Blade (1998, Horror) Stephen Dorff, Kris Kristofferson,
Wesley Snipes. 

<+++ Predator (1987, Action) Carl Weathers, 
Jesse Ventura, Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang American American American American American American 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(:15) <+++ The Martian (2015, Sci-Fi) Jessica Chastain, Kristen Wiig, Matt 
Damon. 

<+++ Thor: Ragnarok (2017, Action) Tom Hiddleston, Cate 
Blanchett, Chris Hemsworth. 

(:45) <+++ Captain America: Civil War (2016, Action) Robert 
Downey Jr., Scarlett Johansson, Chris Evans. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:00) <++ Beverly Hills 
Cop II Eddie Murphy. 

<++ Sixteen Candles (1984, Comedy) Anthony 
Michael Hall, Michael Schoeffling, Molly Ringwald. 

<+++ Pretty in Pink (‘86) Jon 
Cryer, Molly Ringwald. 

(:45) <+++ Ghostbusters (1984, Comedy) Dan Aykroyd, Harold 
Ramis, Bill Murray. 

(:15) <++ Ghostbusters 
II (‘89) Bill Murray. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Daily Show (N) South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
PBA Bowling WSOB Cheetah Championship From 
Thunderbowl Lanes in Allen Park, Mich. (L) (N) 

NASCAR Truck Series SpeedyCash.com 250 From 
Texas Motor Speedway in Fort Worth, Texas. 

UFL Memphis Showboats 
at Birmingham Stallions 

PBA Bowling WSOB 
Cheetah Championship 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Baking "April Showers" Spring Baking (N) Diners, Drive Diners Diners Best Bite "New Haven" Spring Baking
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck (N) Below Deck (N) WatchWhat Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Rock Paper Rock Paper SpongeBob Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob Sheldon Sheldon Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Jessie Jessie Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
<+++ Despicable Me (2010, Animated) Voices 
of Jason Segel, Russell Brand, Steve Carell. 

<+++ Despicable Me 2 (2013, Animated) Voices 
of Kristen Wiig, Benjamin Bratt, Steve Carell. 

<++ Despicable Me 3 (2017, Animated) Voices 
of Kristen Wiig, Trey Parker, Steve Carell. 

The 700 Club Boy/World
"Rave On" 

Boy Meets 
World 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:15) Last Week Tonight 
With John Oliver 

(:55) The Sympathizer (:55) <+++ Everest (2015, Adventure) Josh Brolin,
John Hawkes, Jason Clarke. 

Synanon "What in the 
Hell Is Happening?" (N) 

(:05) The Sympathizer (:05) Synanon "What in 
the Hell Is Happening?" 

(:10) Alex Edelman: Just 
for Us 

MAX  325  310 515 
(3:50) <++ 
Ronin 

(:50) <++ Body of Lies (2008, Drama) Russell Crowe, Mark 
Strong, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

< The Frozen Ground (‘13) John 
Cusack, Nicolas Cage. 

(:45) <+ Whiteout (2009, Thriller) Gabriel Macht,
Tom Skerritt, Kate Beckinsale. 

(:25) <++ Tusk (‘14) Justin Long, 
Haley Joel Osment, Michael Parks. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(3:15) <++ 
Shooter 

(:25) <+++ Gladiator (2000, History) Joaquin Phoenix, Connie 
Nielsen, Russell Crowe. 

Star Trek: Discovery
"Jinaal" (N) 

<++ Pet Sematary (‘19) Amy 
Seimetz, John Lithgow, Jason Clarke. 

(:45) <+++ Identity (‘03) Ray Liotta,
Amanda Peet, John Cusack. 

(:15) Gentleman "The 
Last Rostov" 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(3:10) < Once Upon a 
Time in the West 

<+++ Arrival (2016, Sci-Fi) Jeremy Renner,
Forest Whitaker, Amy Adams. 

<+++ Tropic Thunder (2008, Comedy) Jack 
Black, Robert Downey Jr., Ben Stiller. 

<+++ Confess, Fletch (‘22) Kyle 
MacLachlan, Jon Hamm. 

(:40) <+++ Red Rocket (‘21)
Suzanna Son, Bree Elrod, Simon Rex. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: A leading 
pastor who was inter-
viewed on Fox News 
declared that the Old 
Testament is not for 
today. Is this true? – B.D.

Answer: The Old Tes-
tament may not seem 
relevant to us today – but 
it is, because it’s part of 
God’s holy Word. After 
all, the Old Testament 
Scriptures were quot-
ed by Jesus when He 
walked on this earth. He 
taught from the scrolls of 
the prophets. Why is this 
important? One reason is 
because these passages 
point to His coming as 
the promised Messiah.

Some parts of Old 
Testament writing may 
seem hard to understand, 

such as the detailed 
instructions that 
governed the sacri-
ficial system. These 
no longer strictly 
apply to us, however, 

because they have been 
fulfilled in Christ’s sac-
rifice of Himself on the 
cross. Yet they still have 
much to teach us about 
the holiness of God and 
the seriousness of sin. 
One of the things God 
wants to teach us from 
the Old Testament is how 
not to live [in conduct 
and unbelief].

A good place to start 
reading in the Old Tes-
tament is “at the begin-
ning.” “In the beginning 
God created the heavens 
and the earth” (Genesis 
1:1, NKJV). Knowing 
what God says about His 
creation is important. 
Jesus said, “Do not think 
that I came to destroy the 

Law or the Prophets. I 
did not come to destroy 
but to fulfill” (Matthew 
5:17), and He blesses 
those who read God’s 
Word in faith.

In the middle of the 
Old Testament is the 
book of Psalms, the 
Bible’s hymnbook. It 
shows us what it means 
to walk with God in 
prayer and praise. The 
books of the Prophets 
document how God dealt 
with His people in times 
past, and how He wants 
to deal with us today. 
“The entirety of Your 
word is truth” (Psalm 
119:160, NKJV).

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by April 20,
2024.

Pets
ZAILEY, $400, BORN Decem-
ber 23, 2019. She is four years
old and is spayed, and up to
date on all shots. She is a pure
bred Chocolate Lab. Good
with children, dogs, cats. Ne-
gotiable, message me, (765)
348-7811.

LEO, FOR SALE, $400.00.
He was born November 28,
2023. Leo is half Manx and
half Rag doll. He has the
stumpy tail. Leo is black and
white, and his coat is slick
and shiny. He has had all
shots, but has a slight hernia,
that can be fixed. At six
months, I will take off
$100.00 to get hernia fixed,
you would pay the rest. Ne-
gotiable, message me, (765)
348-7811.

Lottery Numbers

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 12-18-25-26-32
Cash4Life — 14-21-24-27-38, Cash Ball: 02
Lotto Plus — 05-07-08-22-35-39
Quick Draw Midday — 01-02-10-18-23-25-36-45-48-

50-51-55-56-57-58-59-64-65-71-79, BE: 36
Daily Three-Midday — 05-05-08, SB: 02
Daily Three-Evening — 07-08-04, SB: 09
Daily Four-Midday — 01-07-04-01, SB: 02
Daily Four-Evening — 07-05-04-03, SB: 09
Quick Draw Evening — 01-03-05-06-12-14-25-31-33-

34-41-47-49-51-61-67-70-71-73-79, BE: 05
Hoosier Lotto — 02-03-15-17-19-37

POWERBALL
07-33-40-43-69; Powerball: 10; Power Play: 5X

Sunday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 10-19-20-33-35
Cash4Life — 16-28-33-54-55, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 05-14-15-17-18-22-26-32-33-

34-45-47-48-49-63-67-69-74-79, BE: 36
Daily Three-Midday — 04-00-02, SB: 07
Daily Three-Evening — 07-08-04, SB: 09
Daily Four-Midday — 04-02-09-06, SB: 07
Daily Four-Evening — 08-05-09-06, SB: 09
Quick Draw Evening — 01-04-05-13-14-16-19-27-31-

35-42-46-55-56-63-70-73-77-79-80, BE: 16
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday): 

$9.7 million
MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for Tuesday): $148 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday): $63 million

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711 
or email: careers@swissvillage.org 

EOE

Now Seeking: Healthcare Hostess
Swiss Village is seeking an individual to work Part-Time as a Healthcare Hostess. 

This position will be 2-3 days per week, 3:30pm-6:30pm, with a weekend 
rotation. Weekend hours will be 2pm-5pm on Saturdays and Sundays. This 
position is responsible for assisting the healthcare staff by providing non-
medical support services, including passing linens, snacks, and ice waters.  

Candidates must be at least 15 years old, have an interest in nursing services, 
and be able to communicate effectively with staff and residents.

American Legion Post 111 in Blu� ton is looking 
to hire bartender for days from 11:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday. Must have current Indiana 
state license and be preford non-smoker.

Also wanted to hire short order cook for 24 hours 
a week 10:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m. and 4:00-7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday. preford non-smoker only 
apply and must be dependable.

Ideal positions for recently retired person and can 
be trained if the person is motivated. Applications 
available at the post on 111 W. Washington St.

Help Wanted

SERVICES
Services

LANDSCAPE SERVICES
Landscape clean up installa-
tion maintenance mulch plants
and rocks lawn and property
clean up debris removal etc.
Experienced honest service.
Can provide references upon
request. Call Dan for a free es-
timate. 231-373-8028

PRECISION LAND MAN-
AGEMENT
Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition
Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HELOISE HINT: When writ-
ing your resume. Highlight any 
awards that you have won in 
one section of your resume. 
This will make you stand out 
to employers. Send your job-
success story to HELOISE@
Heloise.com.

FOR SALE
Pets

REHOMING AKC CHOCO-
LATE & YELLOW LAB PUP-
PIES Be ready April 26th.
1st shots and wormed.
2 yellow females
3 yellow males
5 chocolate females
2 chocolate males
Call or text for more info.
Portland IN
260-729-7870

LOOKING FOR
EMPLOYEES?

Place a 20 word line classified
ad for a month for $52. Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or online
at www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Miscellaneous
EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Read & recycle 
this newspaper

Services

CONNECT TO THE best wire-
less home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G 
and 4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. Call 
855-430-1496 (I)
SERIOUSLY INJURED IN an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight 
for you! Our network has recov-
ered millions for clients! Call 
today for a FREE consultation! 
844-517-6414 (I)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. Enjoy your 
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can 
save $1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier (I) 
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION EXPERTS - Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-329-1207 (I)

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — More 
civilians died across Ukraine Sun-
day as analysts warned that delays 
in U.S. military assistance would 
see Kyiv struggle to fight off Rus-
sian offensives.

One man was Sunday killed 
after a Russian drone hit the truck 
he was driving in the Sumy region, 
the local prosecutor’s office said. 
Elsewhere, a 67-year-old woman 
was killed after shelling hit an 
apartment block in the Donetsk 
region, said Gov. Vadym Filash-
kin.

Officials in the Kharkiv region 
also said Sunday that they had 

retrieved the bodies of a 61-year-
old woman and a 68-year-old man 
killed by a Russian strike the pre-
vious day. Ten Russian Shahed-
type drones were shot down over 
the Kharkiv region overnight, the 
Ukrainian Air Force said Sunday.

Meanwhile, shelling in the 
Russian-occupied Kherson region 
killed two civilians Sunday, said 
Moscow-installed leader Vladimir 
Saldo. Ukrainian drones were also 
reported in Russia’s Krasnodar 
and Belgorod regions and over the 
Black Sea, the Russian Defense 
Ministry said.

The news came as the Institute 

for the Study of War, a Washing-
ton-based think tank, warned that 
delays in Western military assis-
tance would increasingly hamper 
Ukraine’s ability to push back 
Russian advances.

With the war in Ukraine enter-
ing its third year and a vital U.S. 
aid package for Kyiv stuck in 
Congress, Russia has used its edge 
in firepower and personnel to step 
up attacks across eastern Ukraine. 
It has increasingly used satellite-
guided gliding bombs — dropped 
from planes from a safe distance 
— to pummel Ukrainian forces 
beset by a shortage of troops and 

ammunition.
In its report, the ISW said that 

Russian forces were prioritizing 
grinding, tactical gains with opera-
tional-level efforts focusing on the 
cities of Lyman, Chasiv Yar, and 
Pokrovsk.

“The Russian military com-
mand likely assesses that Ukraini-
an forces will be unable to defend 
against current and future Russian 
offensive operations due to delays 
in or the permanent end of U.S. 
military assistance,” the think tank 
said.

Ukraine’s military chief, Gen. 
Oleksandr Syrskyi, said Saturday 

that Ukraine’s battlefield situation 
in the industrial east had “signifi-
cantly worsened in recent days,” 
as warming weather allowed Rus-
sian forces to launch a fresh push 
along several stretches of the more 
than 620-mile-long front line.

In an update on the Telegram 
messaging app, Syrskyi said that 
Russian forces had been “actively 
attacking” Ukrainian positions 
near the cities of Lyman, Bakhmut 
and Pokrovsk, and beginning 
to launch tank assaults as drier, 
warmer spring weather made it 
easier for heavy vehicles to move 
across previously muddy terrain.

Ukraine civilians die, think tank warns delays in aid will hamper Kyiv’s forces

GRANTS PASS, Oregon 
(AP) — A pickleball game 
in this leafy Oregon com-
munity was suddenly inter-
rupted one rainy weekend 
morning by the arrival of 
an ambulance. Paramed-
ics rushed through the 
park toward a tent, one of 
dozens illegally erected 
by the town’s hundreds of 
homeless people, then play 
resumed as though nothing 
had happened.

Mere feet away, volun-
teers helped dismantle tents 
to move an 80-year-old man 
and a woman blind in one 
eye, who risked being fined 
for staying too long. In the 
distance, a group of boys 
climbed on a jungle gym.

T h e  s c e n e s  w e r e 
emblematic of the crisis 
gripping the small, Oregon 
mountain town of Grants 
Pass, where a fierce fight 
over park space has become 
a battleground for a much 
larger, national debate 
on homelessness that has 
reached the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

The town’s case, set to 

be heard April 22, has broad 
implications for how not 
only Grants Pass, but com-
munities nationwide address 
homelessness, including 
whether they can fine or jail 
people for camping in pub-
lic. It has made the town of 
40,000 the unlikely face of 
the nation’s homelessness 
crisis, and further fueled 
the debate over how to deal 
with it.

“I certainly wish this 
wasn’t what my town was 
known for,” Mayor Sara 
Bristol told The Associated 
Press last month. “It’s not 
the reason why I became 
mayor. And yet it has domi-
nated every single thing that 
I’ve done for the last 3 1/2 
years.”

Officials across the 
political spectrum — from 
Democratic Gov. Gavin 
Newsom in California, 
which has nearly 30% of the 
nation’s homeless popula-
tion, to a group of 22 con-
servative-led states — have 
filed briefs in the case, say-
ing lower court rulings have 
hamstrung their ability to 

deal with encampments.
Like many Western com-

munities, Grants Pass has 
struggled for years with a 
burgeoning homeless popu-
lation. A decade ago, City 
Council members discussed 
how to make it “uncomfort-
able enough ... in our city 
so they will want to move 
on down the road.” From 
2013 to 2018, the city said 
it issued 500 citations for 
camping or sleeping in pub-
lic, including in vehicles, 
with fines that could reach 
hundreds of dollars.

But a 2018 decision by 
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals changed the calcu-
lus. The court, whose juris-
diction includes nine West-
ern states, held that while 
communities are allowed 
to prohibit tents in public 
spaces, it violated the Eighth 
Amendment’s ban on cruel 
and unusual punishment to 
give people criminal cita-
tions for sleeping outside 
when they had no place else 
to go.

Four years later, in a 
case challenging restrictions 

in Grants Pass, the court 
expanded that ruling, hold-
ing that civil citations also 
can be unconstitutional.

Civil rights groups and 
attorneys for the homeless 
residents who challenged 
the restrictions in 2018 
insist people shouldn’t be 
punished for lacking hous-
ing. Officials throughout 
the West have overstated 
the impact of the court deci-
sions to distract from their 
own failings, they argued.

“For years, political 
leaders have chosen to tol-
erate encampments as an 
alternative to meaning-
fully addressing the west-
ern region’s severe hous-
ing shortage,” the attorneys 
wrote. “It is easier to blame 
the courts than to take 
responsibility for finding a 
solution.”

In Grants Pass, the 
town’s parks, many lin-
ing the picturesque Rogue 
River, are at the heart of the 
debate. Cherished for their 
open spaces, picnic tables, 
playgrounds and sports 
fields, they host everything 
from annual boat-racing fes-
tivals and vintage car shows 

to Easter egg hunts and 
summer concerts.

They’re also the sites of 
encampments blighted by 
illegal drug use and crime, 
including a shooting at a 
park last year that left one 
person dead. Tents clus-
ter along riverbanks, next 
to tennis courts and jungle 
gyms, with tarps shielding 
belongings from the rain. 
When the sun comes out, 
clothes and blankets are 
strung across tree branches 
to dry. Used needles litter 
the ground.

Grants Pass has just one 
overnight shelter for adults, 
the Gospel Rescue Mis-
sion. It has 138 beds, but 
rules including attendance 
at daily Christian services, 
no alcohol, drugs or smok-
ing and no pets mean many 
won’t stay there.

Cassy Leach, a nurse, 
leads a volunteer group pro-
viding food, medical care 
and other basic goods to the 
town’s hundreds of home-
less people. They help relo-
cate their tents to comply 
with city rules.

At one park last month, 
she checked on a man who 

burned his leg after fall-
ing on a torch lighter dur-
ing a fentanyl overdose and 
brought him naloxone, the 
opioid overdose reversal 
medication. In another, she 
distributed cans of beans, 
peas and Chef Boyardee 
mini ravioli from a pickup 
truck.

“Love, hope, community 
and a safety net is really as 
important as a shower and 
water,” Leach said.

Dre Buetow, 48, from 
northern California, has 
been living in his car for 
three years after a bone can-
cer diagnosis and $450,000 
in medical bills. The illness 
and treatment kept him from 
returning to his old tree-
trimming job, he said.

Laura Gutowski’s hus-
band died from a pulmonary 
embolism and she suddenly 
found herself, in her 50s, 
with no income. They didn’t 
have life insurance or sav-
ings and, within a month, 
she was sleeping outside in 
the city she grew up in.

“I used to love camping,” 
she said through tears. “And 
now I can’t stand it any-
more.”

Can homeless people be fined for sleeping outside? 
A rural Oregon city asks the U.S. Supreme Court


