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By JONATHAN SNYDER
Bluffton’s animal shelter 

received a donation of 45 hand-
made dog toys from Valero 
Renewable Fuels.

In honor of national pet day on 
Thursday, Valero employees put 
together some dog toys made from 
old or unwanted T-shirts. There 
were three types of toys created, a 
simple braid made from a mix of 

two shirts, a knot tied in the mid-
dle of two T-shirts, and a ball toss 
toy that required two shirts and a 
tennis ball.

The idea to donate to the ani-
mal shelter came from Valero’s 
monthly discussions about char-
ity opportunities. While this is not 
the first time Valero has donated 
toys from T-shirts, the designs for 
the shirts have gotten simpler this 

year, accord-
ing to Valero 
Administrative 
Assistant Megan 
Johnson.

Animal Con-
trol Officer Tina 
Morris stated 
that the shel-
ter gets these 
sorts of dona-
tions monthly 
to every other 
month but they 
normally come 
from people, not 
businesses. The 
animal shelter 

will hold animals for as long as 
they can, which maximizes the use 
of anybody’s donations.

“They (the animals) will take 
anything they can get,” Morris 
said.

Morris also stated that toys and 
treats for cats and dogs are what 
the shelter needs most of the time, 
so Valero’s gift fits nicely for the 
shelter.

jonathan@news-banner.com

Valero’s Megan Johnson plays with two dogs named Marty and Marley. 
(Photos by Jonathan Snyder)

For the love of dogs
Business donates toys to animal shelter

Marley enjoys the new toys. 

Primary 
candidate 
forum is 
Monday

The Wells County Chamber of 
Commerce will host a forum for 
local primary candidates at 7 p.m., 
Monday, April 15, in the lower 
level of the Wells County Com-
merce and Visitors Centre, 211 
Water St. in Bluffton. Refresh-
ments will be provided.

Local contested elections are 
the Republican nominations for 
Wells County Council, three At-
Large, and Commissioner, District 
3. Council incumbents are Vicki 
Andrews, Scott Elzey and Seth 
Whicker, challenged by Heath 
Schlagenhauf. Incumbent Jeff 
Stringer is challenged by Tamra 
Boucher.

The Clerk’s Office at the Wells 
County Courthouse is available 
for early voting 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
weekdays, as well as 7 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday, April 27, and 
Saturday, May 7, and 8 a.m. to 
noon on Monday, May 6. 

Early voting will also be avail-
able from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Monday, April 29, and Tuesday, 
April 30, at the Wells County 4-H 
Park; 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
April 27, and Saturday, May 4, at 
Presbyterian Church; and 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, May 2, and 
Friday, May 3, at Lighted Gardens. 

Mail-in ballot applications are 
available at wellscounty.org/elec-
tions. Applications are due to the 
Clerk’s Office or Indiana Election 
Division by the end of the day 
April 25.

By FARNOUSH AMIRI 
and ERIC TUCKER 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

House voted Friday to reauthorize 
and reform a key U.S. govern-
ment surveillance tool following 
a dramatic showdown on the floor 
over whether the FBI should be 
restricted from using the program 
to search for Americans’ data.

The bill was approved on a 
bipartisan basis, 273-147, though 

it will still have to clear the Senate 
to become law. The surveillance 
program is set to expire on April 
19 unless Congress acts.

Passage of the bill represented 
a much-needed victory for Speak-
er Mike Johnson, R-La., who has 
been wrangling with conserva-
tive critics of the legislation for 
months. A group of 19 Republi-
cans revolted to block the bill from 
coming to the floor earlier in the 
week, forcing Johnson to make 

late changes to secure their sup-
port.

The legislation approved Fri-
day would extend the surveillance 
program for two years, rather than 
the full five-year authorization 
first proposed. Johnson hoped that 
the shorter timeline would sway 
GOP critics by pushing any future 
debate on the issue to the presi-
dency of Donald Trump if he were 
to win back the White House in 
November.

Still, the legislation teetered 
precariously Friday morning as 
lawmakers voted on an amend-
ment — vociferously opposed by 
Johnson, the White House and 
sponsors of the legislation — that 
would have prohibited the war-
rantless surveillance of Americans.

One of his top critics, Republi-
can Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene 
said that Johnson’s vote against the 
warrant requirement was another 

House reauthorizes key U.S. surveillance program

By SYDNEY KENT
Over 200 units of Narcan, a life-saving 

medication used to reverse an opioid over-
dose, have been utilized in Wells County 
during the last year through a free resource 
kit.

The Narcan box, located behind the 
Community Thrift store at 117 S. Main 
Street, was produced from a partnership 
between Community Care of Northeast 
Indiana and the Wells County chapter of 
Citizens Against Drug Abuse in March 
2023. The box contains doses of naloxone, 
known by its brand name Narcan.

“There have been over 200 units gone in 
total,” said Christine Walker, CCNEI execu-

tive director. “You don’t know if that has 
saved a life, but it is humbling to think about 
that. Our store makes it an easy access for 
the community, people think that they’re 
dropping off donations when they’re just 
getting it out of the box.”

The box is the first of its kind in the 
county. Walker said that the organization 
hopes to install an additional box at a local 
business in Ossian, preferably at a conve-
nient location for the community to access.

“Molly Hoag with CADA was very stra-
tegic in looking for a location within the city 
limit,” Walker explained. “She worked hand 
in hand with the Overdose Lifeline to bring The Narcan box, located in downtown Bluffton, is between Christine Walker (left) and Twyla 

Bice (right). (Photo by Sydney Kent)

Anti-overdose medication 
box distributes over 200 
units in county’s first year

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

Jefferson Township fire protection threatened
By SYDNEY KENT

Fire protection coverage may 
soon be unavailable to residents in 
Jefferson Township outside of the 
town of Ossian.

Ossian Town Council mem-
ber Dennis Ealing told the advi-
sory board and Jefferson Township 
Trustee Larry Heckber that they 
would receive the required 60-day 
notice of the change of services 
during a two-hour-long meeting 
on Wednesday. The decision was 
made after Ealing and the board 

failed to agree on how to move 
forward with an existing contract.

Board members Tim Baker and 
David Haiflich took issue with the 
fact that a contract, signed between 
the town and the township in Sep-
tember, was breached. Specifi-
cally, the township was charged 
nearly $30,000 for a fire hydrant 
rental even though they already 
have access to water for fires.

Ealing gave a reason for this 
— funds from the township were 
unable to be used for nearly any-

thing else according to the contract. 
During the discussion, it was 

stated that Jefferson Township 
agreed to pay approximately 
$79,000 in 2024 for fire protec-
tion. This amount is to be use 
exclusively for equipment, not 
manpower. 

Ealing asked repeatedly what 
else he was supposed to bill the 
township to account for their por-
tion of the budget. Haiflich and 
Baker could not answer. They con-
tinued to redirect the conversation 

to the fact the issue was not prop-
erly handled.

“You’ve done some things 
here,” Baker said to Heckber. 
“You knew that was against the 
contract. You spent that money.”

Board member AJ Springer 
acknowledged that it was not 
OK to bill the township for the 
hydrants, nor for Heckber to have 
paid the bill for the hydrants with-
out the board’s approval. Howev-
er, he also said it was inappropriate 
that the township was not paying 

for half of the services provided 
by the department — despite using 
more of the resources.

“Ossian has a lot more homes 
than Jefferson Township, don’t 
they?” A member of the public 
asked during the meeting.

“The assessed value is identi-
cal,” Heckber answered.

Ealing echoed this. He also 
explained that 140 fire runs were 
made in the township, while 133 
fire runs were made in Ossian. 

(Continued on Page 2)



BRENHAM, Texas (AP) — A Texas semitrailer driver 
rammed a stolen 18-wheeler through the front of a public 
safety building where his renewal for a commercial driver’s 
license had been rejected, killing one person and injuring 13 
others, authorities said Friday.

The intentional crash into the single-story brick building 
off a highway in Brenham, a rural town outside of Houston, 
littered debris in the parking lot and left a gaping hole in the 
entrance. The crash damaged the front of the red semitrailer, 
which was hauling materials on a flatbed.

After crashing into the building the first time, the driver 
backed up the truck with the intention of smashing it again 
before being detained, Brenham Mayor Atwood Kenjura said.

“It’s unfortunate that we are here gathered for a really 
senseless tragedy,” Kenjura said.

The driver — identified as Clenard Parker, 42 — was 
pulled out of the truck by authorities at the Texas Department 
of Public Safety office. Authorities say Parker did not resist 
when he was taken into custody and would face multiple felo-
nies, but did not specify the charges.

On Thursday, Parker was told by employees at the office 
that he would not be eligible to renew his commercial driv-
er’s license, Texas Department of Public Safety Sgt. Justin 

Ruiz said. He did not elaborate as to why Parker’s renewal 
was rejected.

One employee in the building was trapped “for a period of 
time” after the crash but no one who worked at the driver’s 
license office suffered serious injuries, Republican state Sen. 
Lois Kolkhorst said.

It was unclear Friday afternoon where the person who 
was killed was located at the time of the crash.

Following the crash, two people were flown to a hospital 
in Bryan and another to Houston. Three people were trans-
ported to local hospitals but later released, and eight others 
were treated on the scene.

Ruiz said they were still investigating whether Parker 
was armed at the time of the crash. He said they also were 
investigating whether his actions might be considered an act 
of terrorism.
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Weather
Saturday, April 13, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:33 p.m. Friday)
High: 59; Low: 46; Precipitation: 0.02 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 9.7  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Today: Sunny, with a high near 63. West wind 10 to 15 

mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 51. Southwest 

wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 
Sunday: A chance of showers between 2 p.m. and 5 

p.m., then a chance of showers and thunderstorms after 5 
p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 76. West wind around 
20 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 30%.

Sunday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms 
before 11 p.m., then a slight chance of showers between 11 
p.m. and 2 a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 48. West 
wind 5 to 15 mph becoming north after midnight. Winds 
could gust as high as 20 mph. Chance of precipitation is 
30%.

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 73.
Monday Night: A 20% chance of showers and thunder-

storms after 2 a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 54.
Tuesday: A 50% chance of showers and thunderstorms, 

mainly after 8 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 75.
Tuesday Night: Showers likely and possibly a thunder-

storm. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 62. Breezy. Chance 
of precipitation is 70%.

Wednesday: A 50% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly sunny, with a high near 74. Windy. 

Wednesday Night: A 30% chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 53.

Thursday: A 50% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly sunny, with a high near 68.

Thursday Night: A chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 44.

Friday: A slight chance of showers. Partly sunny, with a 
high near 52. Breezy. 

FREE SHREDDING 
EVENT 

All materials will be safely 
shredded in compliance with 

all applicable laws and  
regulations.  Staples, rubber 

bands and paper clips are OK, 
but no other metal objects 

please.  NO newspaper, 
phone books, carbon paper 
or magazines.  This event is 

sponsored by the Wells  
County Solid Waste  

Management District. 

WELLS COUNTY SOLID 
WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Wells County Solid Waste Management District  

DATE:  May 4 2024 
TIME:  9AM-11AM 

WHERE:  Washington/Main Commons 
Washington and Main Street Parking Lot 
(Across the street from the Post Office) 

BLUFFTON, IN  46714 

WHY:  RID YOUR HOME OF OLD DOCUMENTS FOR 

FREE!! 

LIMIT OF 6 COPY PAPER SIZED BOXES PER PERSON 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Call (260)824-6470  or 

Email:  auditor@wellscounty.org 
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Al Pfister
Sale Manager

Call Al • 260-760-8922
Email: auction@adamswells.com

Auction Marketing Specialists Since 1944

1-800-451-2709
www.schraderauction.com

1169 N. Main St. Ste. 14 Bluffton, IN

30 Years Experience 
Land, Farms, Farm 

Equipment, Estate Sales

800-451-2709
schraderauction.comAC63001504, AU09200264

Call for Color Brochure or Visit website!
SELLER: John Halsey Estate | AUCTION MANAGER: Al Pfister, 260-760-8922

LAND AUCTION
Huntington Co., Union Twp., Indiana

With Home
Offered in 5 tracts
or any combination

Tuesday, April 30th • 6pm
• Productive Farmland in Great Location
• Buyer will have 2024 Farming Rights

AUCTION LOCATION:  Huntington University, 502 Lake St.,  
Huntington, IN 46750
PROPERTY DIRECTIONS: From Huntington, IN, travel southeast 
on US 224 5 miles to CR 100N, then 2 miles to property.
TRACT DESCRIPTIONS:
TRACT #1:  30± ACRES, mostly tillable with 1300± feet of front-
age on CR 100N. Soils are primarily Pewamo and Blount.
TRACT #2: 30± ACRES, mostly tillable with 1300± feet of frontage 
on CR 100N.
TRACT #3: 32± ACRES, mostly tillable with approx. 600± feet of 
frontage on CR 100N. Soils are primarily Pewamo and Blount.
TRACT #4: 8± ACRES with 400± feet of frontage on CR 100N. Soils 
are mainly Pewamo and Blount.
TRACT #5: FARM HOME ON 1± 
ACRES. 2,244 sq ft with 3 bedroom 
and 1 bath.

INSPECTION DATES:
Thurs., April 11th • 4-6pm

Sat., April 20th • 10am-12pm

101±
acres

BIDDING ENDS APRIL 14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique 
Blue Bar and Grill (Formerly Stag Bar), seller. Ongoing needs. 
Outstanding collection of beer signs, neon signs, beer taps, col-
lectibles, tools, much more. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, http://www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING ENDS APRIL 15 - (Online Only Auction) - Fort 
Wayne Community Schools, seller. Excess needs of FWCS 
Transportation Department. Mechanic and shop equipment, 
shelving, computer monitors and electronics, office furniture, 
parts washer, air compressor, much more. The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING APRIL 16 
STARTING AT 6 PM EST - Howard Williams, owner. Real 
estate 6 p.m.: 915 sq. feet, 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 2 car detached 
garage, sitting on .15 acre city lot, Adams Central Community 
School, Monroe Township, Adams County, Indiana. Personal 
property 6:30 p.m.: 2007 Ford Five Hundred, tools, hand tools, 
appliances, furniture, lawn/garden, household items, collectibles 
& much more! Pick up April 17, 2-6 p.m., 113 W. Washington 
St., Monroe. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.
BIDDING ENDS APRIL 19 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate 
of Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Huge jewelry and coin 
auction. Seven Rolex watches, fine diamond rings, necklaces, 
earrings, 14ct, 18ct and 22ct gold jewelry, sterling silver jewelry, 
350+ Invicta luxury watches, coin collection. Auction preview: 
April 14 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. 
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 20 - 10 a.m. - (Live Auction) - Marc and Valerie Ham-
man, seller. 6530 S. 300 E., Hamilton, IN. Three lots adjacent to 
Hamilton Lake with 2 car 26’x28’ garage. This is the perfect prop-
erty to build a new home, extra storage and parking. The Steffen 
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING ENDS APRIL 20 - (Online Only Auction) - The 
Estate of Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Major personal 
property auction. 2008 Mercedes sedan, large quantity of high-
end camera equipment, professional telescope, new high end his 
and her golf clubs and accessories, huge qty. of power and hand 
tools, modern furniture, sterling silver flatware set, Smith and 
Wesson revolver, jewelers safes, much more. Auction preview: 
April 14 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. 
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 20-APRIL 27 - (Online Only Auction) - By order of 
the secured creditor, seller. Over 400+ designer wedding and 
bridesmaid dresses, designed by Christina Wu, Morilee, Allure 
Bridal, Maddison James, Maggie Sottero, and more, all size and 
styles. Preview: April 17 and April 24 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 215 
E. Market St., Bluffton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 21-APRIL 28 - (Online Only Auction) - The estate of 
Loring and Sandra McCay, seller. Huge antique and primitive 
auction. Outstanding collection of antique furniture including 
primitive cupboards, dry sinks, pie safes, large qty. of country 
primitives, feather light sewing machines, early quilts, 100’s of 
fabric bolts, crocks, vintage Christmas, costume jewelry. Preview:  
April 18 and April 25 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian. Pat Carter, sale manager, The Steffen Group Inc., www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
APRIL 22 - 6 p.m. - Kevin Reinhard, seller. Wells County 4-H 
Park, 1240 4-H Park Rd., Bluffton. Property: From Bluffton travel 
3 miles southwest on Hoosier Highway. Online bidding available. 
75+/-A offered in 5 tracts or any combination, Wells County, Har-
rison Township. Buyer will have 2024 farming rights. Productive 
farmland in great location (southwest of Bluffton). Development 
potential. Truck farm opportunity. Inspection: April 16, 4-6 p.m. 
Auction manager Al Pfister, 260-760-8922, Schrader Real Estate 
and Auction Company, Inc., 800-451-2709, schraderauction.com.
APRIL 28-MAY 5 - (Online Only Auction) - Various consign-
ors, sellers. Over 4,000+ older and newer comic books, sports 
trading cards, vintage toys including Cabbage Patch dolls, vin-
tage toys, 45 records, much more. Preview: April 30 and May 2 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 118 E. Craig St., Ossian. Rod Fetters, sale 
manager, The Steffen Group, Inc., www.steffengrp.com 260-824-
3006.

it all together. We would 
love to see another box 
installed in the county.”

Walker said accessibil-
ity to Narcan is a critical 
component of harm reduc-
tion. Nearly half of the just 
over 200 units used were 
accessed in the last two 
months.

Twyla Bice, manager 

of the resource center for 
CCNEI, refills the box as 
needed and records data 
about the number of units 
taken. Bice said that 39 
units of Narcan were taken 
in February and 49 in 
March.

Some people may have 
concerns about administer-
ing the medication to some-
one they believed was expe-

riencing an overdose but 
were not. According to the 
Substance Abuse and Men-
tal Health Administration, it 
is still safe. If the person is 
overdosing on something 
other than an opioid, the 
medication will be ineffec-
tive.

“If you have loved ones 
you’re concerned about, 
you can keep it in your car 

or bag,” Walker explained. 
“Even if you aren’t aware 
of anyone battling addiction 
to opioids personally — it’s 
a great thing to have. It can 
save a life.”

Any businesses in Ossian 
interested in learning more 
about installing a Narcan box 
should contact CADA at cad-
aofwellscounty@yahoo.com.

sydney@news-banner.com
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strike against him.
“Basically, what’s the difference in 

Speaker (Nancy) Pelosi and Speaker 
Johnson and there’s not one,” the Geor-
gia lawmaker said.

The amendment ultimately failed by 
the narrowest of margins, in a 212-212 
tie. Supporters breathed a sigh of relief 
as the vote was gaveled to a close.

The vote on the amendment cut 
across party lines, uniting progressives 
and conservatives who agree on little 
else, but have long been skeptical of 
the government’s surveillance powers.

And opponents of the legislation 
weren’t giving up. In a surprise move 
after the vote was closed on the overall 
bill, a Republican made a procedural 
motion preventing the legislation from 
being sent to the Senate. An additional 
vote will be needed next week.

The legislation approved Friday 
would permit the U.S. government to 
collect, without a warrant, the com-
munications of non-Americans located 
outside the country to gather foreign 
intelligence. The reauthorization is cur-
rently tied to a series of reforms aimed 
at satisfying critics who complained of 

civil liberties violations against Ameri-
cans.

But far-right opponents have com-
plained that those changes did not 
go far enough. The vocal detractors 
are some of Johnson’s harshest crit-
ics, members of the ultra-conservative 
House Freedom Caucus, who have 
railed against the speaker the last sev-
eral months for reaching across the 
aisle to carry out the basic functions of 
the government.

To further appease some of those 
critics, Johnson also plans to bring for-
ward next week a separate proposal 
that would close a loophole that allows 
U.S. officials to collect data on Ameri-
cans from big tech companies without 
a warrant.

Though the program is technically 
set to expire next Friday, the Biden 
administration has said it expects its 
authority to collect intelligence to 
remain operational for at least another 
year, thanks to an opinion earlier this 
month from the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court, which receives sur-
veillance applications. But officials say 
that court approval shouldn’t be a sub-
stitute for congressional authorization, 

especially since communications com-
panies could cease cooperation with 
the government.

First authorized in 2008, the spy 
tool has been renewed several times 
since then as U.S. officials see it as cru-
cial in disrupting terror attacks, cyber 
intrusions and foreign espionage. It has 
also produced intelligence that the U.S. 
has relied on for specific operations.

But the administration’s efforts to 
secure reauthorization of the program 
have repeatedly encountered fierce, 
and bipartisan, pushback, with Demo-
crats like Sen. Ron Wyden who have 
long championed civil liberties align-
ing with Republican supporters of for-
mer President Donald Trump, who in 
a post on Truth Social on Wednesday 
stated incorrectly that Section 702 had 
been used to spy on his presidential 
campaign.

“Kill FISA,” Trump wrote in all 
capital letters. “It was illegally used 
against me, and many others. They 
spied on my campaign.” A former 
adviser to his 2016 presidential cam-
paign was targeted for surveillance 
over potential ties to Russia under a 
different section of the law.

(Continued from Page 1)

U.S. surveillance program

1 dead, 3 injured after semitrailer intentionally 
crashed into Texas public safety office

Fire protection
More resources are also required out-
side of town.

“It’s not raising your taxes,” Ealing 
continued. “What’s raising your taxes 
is Larry trying to get a cumulative fund 
for a firetruck. The town of Ossian is 
tired of paying 75% of the budget.”

“You have to have manpower to go 
fight fires,” Springer pointed out to his 
fellow board members. “I don’t get 
why we can’t agree to pay manpower.”

Haiflich said he could agree that it 
needed to be discussed in the future. 
Ealing reiterated that they agreed to 
pay the contracted $79,000 this year, 
and suggested that the board was trying 
to find a way out of paying the funds.

“I’ve had it,” Baker said. “I am 
ready to seek legal counsel. They 
threaten us to kick us out–”

“I am not threatening you,” Ealing 
interrupted. “I am telling you. If you 
don’t pay the $79,000 and you don’t 
pay half of the budget next year — we 
are not going to provide coverage.”

“What is good for the community?” 
Springer asked. “Supporting the fire 
department or not supporting it?”

“For them to just come in and take 
money out,” Haiflich said. “Because 

that’s the only way they figured they 
could get our money without chang-
ing the contract — what the heck? Did 
they come and ask us?”

“Did we go and ask them?” Spring-
er returned. “Do you go to their meet-
ings? Do you go to commissioners or 
Wells County Council meetings? Are 
you involved in other aspects outside 
of this township? I don’t see anybody 
else at these meetings, I try to go so 
I can be informed. Without being 
informed, you cannot make decisions. 
You need to be informed locally, in 
the county and the state. Stuff can 
change.”

Springer explained that the county 
has discussed creating a fire district, 
a move that could cost the town and 
township significantly more money.

“We can stave off that push,” 
Springer concluded.

“I’m all for talking about the con-
tract,” Baker said. “But making it retro-
active because they already pulled the 
money out? That’s wrong. It’s illegal.”

“Name one other contract in your 
life,” an audience member added. “Any 
contract that you can decide tomorrow 
you don’t like anymore so you’re just 
going to make a new one retroactively. 

That’s not the purpose of a contract. It 
sounds like it needs to be renegotiated. 
But to throw it out the window? That’s 
not how a contract works.”

The issue continued until Heck-
ber proposed a motion to rewrite the 
agreement — after a meeting between 
members of the township board and 
the council to address the contract. The 
motion included making the agreement 
retroactive for this year.

“The retroactive part may or may 
not work for me,” Baker said. “I want 
to see the bills first.”

Springer seconded the motion, with 
Haiflich and Baker in favor. 

A date for a meeting has not been 
set at the time of publication.

In a phone call following the meet-
ing, Ealing confirmed his intent to send 
a notice of intent to discontinue servic-
es according to the current contract.

Before 2024, Jefferson Township 
paid roughly $40,000 annually — 
Ealing indicated he also wanted the 
township to pay for roughly half of 
the $200,000 fire department budget. 
Heckber had given a similar sentiment 
during the Ossian Town Council meet-
ing Monday.

sydney@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)
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OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

Guy Dean Jackson, 86, a life-
time resident of Warren, passed 
away Thursday, April 11, 2024, 
at Heritage Pointe Communities 
in Warren.

Guy was born April 2, 1938, 
to Donald and Edna Louise 
(Barnes) Jackson in Huntington 
County, Indiana. He graduated 
from Warren High School in 
1956, and married R. Carlene 
(Theobald) Jackson on March 
4, 1962. She preceded him in 
death in 2009. 

Guy established Guy Jackson Duroc 
Inc., currently operating as JJ Genet-
ics with Mike, Karen, and family. He 
was also a member of the Woodlawn 
Cemetery Board, Huntington County 
Fair Board as a past president, National 
Duroc Association, Indiana Duroc Asso-
ciation, Huntington County Swine Boost-
ers, a Lifetime Member of the Indiana 
State Fair Hall of Fame and received a 
legacy award at the christening of the 
new Swine Barn. He sold hogs nation-
ally and worldwide. Guy could always 
be found at the hog shows, supporting 
his grandchildren’s events and activities 
and tooling around the farm on his gator 
with his dog, Spice close behind.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Donald and Edna Jackson; wife, R. 
Carlene Jackson; son, Kent Dean Jackson; 
granddaughter, Jama Lynn Johnson; and 
brother, Wayne Lee Jackson.

Loving survivors include his 
daughters, Kelly (DeWayne) 
Jones and Karen (Mike) John-
son both of Warren; grandchil-
dren, Suzzette (Graham) Corbin 
of Ingall, Ind., Sarah Jones of 
Warren, Samuel Jones of War-
ren, Jackson (Kalin) Johnson of 
Warren, and Jada Johnson of 
Warren; four great-grandchil-
dren, Emma, Griffin, Caysen 
and Gentry; brother, Wendell 
(Marcia) Jackson of Warren; 

and sister-in-law, Mary Ann Jackson of 
Warren.

Friends and family may gather to 
share and remember at the First Christian 
Church of Warren, formerly Warren Unit-
ed Church of Christ, located at 202 E 2nd 
Street, Warren, IN 46792, on Monday, 
April 15, 2024, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. and 
again on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, from 
2 p.m. to 8 p.m. A funeral service will be 
held Wednesday, April 17, at 11 a.m. with 
visitation one hour prior. Burial will follow 
at Woodlawn Cemetery in Warren, Indi-
ana.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions can be made to:

NSR Foundation in Memory of Guy 
Jackson, 2639 Yeager Rd., West Lafayette, 
IN 47906 or Wells County Swine Boosters, 
1240 4H Park Rd., Bluffton, IN 46714

Arrangements have been entrusted to 
Glancy-H. Brown & Son Funeral Home in 
Warren, Indiana.

Guy Dean Jackson, 86

Destination Recreation
Last Thursday was a monumental 

day as we celebrated the groundbreaking 
for Phase 2 of the Interurban Trail that 
will connect Bluffton’s downtown to the 
newly developed Lancaster Park. This 
mile segment is also part of the bigger 
81-mile Indiana Visionary Poka-Bache 
trail system, which will eventually con-
nect Pokagon State Park to Ouabache 
State Park, further increasing the opportu-
nity for tourism. 

Walking trails are by far the most used 
park amenities, and we are very thank-
ful to Mayor John Whicker and the City 
Council, who got the ball rolling by hir-
ing Engineering Resources to design the 
trail. We would also like to thank Mark 
Reinhard and Adam Grabill for all their 
efforts in developing the plans for the 
trail’s layout. 

It was a lot of work to get to today, 
and we want to thank Roger Thornton, 
the District 1 councilman at the time, for 
helping us secure easements and fund-
ing for the project. We also want to thank 
Tony Crowell for all the hours spent 
working on those easements’ agreements 
and Lori Shipman, our grant writer. 

We are very grateful to Gov. Hol-
comb’s Next Level Trails initiative, 
which awarded this project a little over 
$404,000 to turn this long-awaited goal 
into a reality. We want to thank Erika 
Siebenthal and her team at the DNR for 
helping guide us through the grant pro-
cess. 

This project wouldn’t be possible 
without local support, so we want to 
express our deepest gratitude to the fol-
lowing donors who made this park pos-

sible by contributing 
towards the 20% grant 
match. 

Major donors include the Wells Coun-
ty Foundation and the Caylor-Nickel 
Foundation.

Donors: Everwise Credit Union, Ste-
ven and Yvette Huggins, Dave and Kris 
Troxel, Patti Troxel and in memory of 
Dick Troxel.

Contributors: Robert Troxel Premier 
Truck Rental, First Bank of Berne, Wells 
County Trails, Adamswells Internet Tele-
com TV, Honegger, Ringger & Co, Inc, 
Bluffton Animal Clinic, Family Ford of 
Bluffton, General Manufacturing, Cold-
well Banker Holloway, Moose Lodge 
Bluffton 242, Brad and Molly Hoag, 
Gerald and Diann Tonner, and James and 
Audrey Almdale. 

We also appreciate the landowners 
along the route who kindly donated ease-
ments that we could use as an “in-kind” 
match for this project. 

Land Easement Donors include: 
Lowe’s Home Center, S & G Rentals 
(Outdoor Concepts), Bluffton Acres, 
Mick Cupp, Jerry and Jane Case, Thomas 
and Margaret Antrim, Philip and Alice 
Grogg, iTown Church and INDOT. 

This project has been a long jour-
ney and wouldn’t have been possible 
without the support of our community, 
amazing grant opportunities, and gen-
erous donors and landowners. We are 
excited to enhance what Bluffton has to 
offer and are forever thankful to every-
one who contributed to it. When we all 
work together, great things get accom-
plished.

Have a great week!

&News  Notes

Bluffton &Parks   Rec

By Brandy 
Fiechter

Local Roundup
County Commissioners to 

hold executive session
The Wells County Commissioners will 

hold an executive session at 3 p.m. Monday, 
April 15, in Room 105, the multi-purpose 
room on the lower level of the Wells Carnegie 
Government Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Notice of the session cited the reason for 
the executive session as hearing information 
about prospective employees.

Solid Waste District board 
will meet Monday morning

The board of the Wells County Solid 
Waste District will meet at 4 p.m. Monday, 
April 15, in Room 105, the multi-purpose 
room on the lower level of the Wells Carnegie 
Government Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include:
• A report from Recycling Center Super-

intendent Kevin Poling.
• Rates for CD investment. 

County Drainage Board will 
meet Monday morning
The Wells County Drainage Board will 

meet at 4:30 p.m. Monday, April 15, in 
Room 105, the multi-purpose room on the 
lower level of the Wells Carnegie Govern-
ment Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include project 
updates and miscellaneous matters.

County Commissioners will 
meet Monday evening

The Wells County Commissioners will 
meet at 5 p.m. Monday, April 15, in Room 
105, the multi-purpose room on the lower 
level of the Wells Carnegie Government 
Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include:
• Department reports from Wells County 

Sheriff Scott Holliday and Highway Super-
visor Shawn Bonar.

• Bridge 51 and 106 bid results. 
• Renewal of insurance with Walker-

Hughes.
• An Imagine Early update with director 

Ashleigh King and Jessica Bricker. 
• An update regarding the Economic 

Development Commission. 
• Monthly reports and miscellaneous 

business. 
• Approval of the rezoning commitment 

agreement with Meyer.
• Right-of-way and utility agreements. 

Bluffton-Harrison school 
board will meet Monday
The board of the Bluffton-Harrison Met-

ropolitan School District will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, April 15, in the school district’s 
administration building at 803 E. Harrison 
St. in Bluffton.

Topics on the agenda include:
• ISBA EGA Level 1-Commendable 

Board Award for 2024
• Personnel and financial matters.
• Reports from Superintendent Brad 

Yates and Assistant Superintendent Julie 
Meitzler.

• 2024 graduation information.
• Continued discussion of the high school 

building envelope project, athletic facility 
needs and safety village.

• Recognitions of donations. 
• Consideration of a resolution to raise 

the micro-purchase threshold. 
• Discussion of the AP U.S. History cur-

riculum. 
• Discussion of Indiana College Core and 

CTE Certification. 

County Election Board will 
meet Tuesday afternoon
The Wells County Election Board will 

meet at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 16, in the 
clerk’s office in the Wells County Court-
house, 102 W. Market St.

Topics on the agenda include:
• IEC-9 & IEC-10 certifications from the 

March 21 public test.
• Resignation of Poneto Town Clerk-

Treasurer Bradley Schoeff.
• Resolution to permit 16- and 17-year-

olds to work at the Vote Center
• Approval of proxies for Election Board 

members

Bluffton Board of Works to 
meet Tuesday afternoon
The Bluffton Board of Public Works 

and Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 16, in the Council Chambers on the 
second floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market 
St.

Topics on the agenda include:
• Continued discussion of a nuisance 

dog. 
• An update regarding a water adjust-

ment.
• Personnel and financial matters.  
• A request from the American Legion.
• A discussion about sidewalks.

Bluffton Common Council 
will meet Tuesday evening

The Bluffton Common Council will meet 
at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 16, in the Coun-
cil Chambers on the second floor of City 
Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Topics on the agenda include:
• Consideration of an additional appro-

priation from opioid funding. 
• Approval of a resolution for a fund 

transfer.

Southern Wells school 
board will meet Tuesday
The board of the Southern Wells Com-

munity Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day, April 16, in the high school media cen-
ter of the SWCS campus.

Topics on the agenda include:
• Financial and personnel matters. 
• Updated board policies. 
• Field trip requests.
• Superintendent information. 
A work session will immediately follow 

in the central office. 

Zanesville Town Council 
will meet Tuesday evening

The Zanesville Town Council will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 16, at the Zanes-
ville Town Hall/Municipal Building, 17736 
Wayne St. in Zanesville. 

Markle Town Council will 
meet Wednesday evening

The Markle Town Council will meet at 
7 p.m. Wednesday, April 17, in the meet-
ing room of the Markle fire station, 150 W. 
Sparks St. in Markle.

Topics on the agenda include:
• Adoption of a resolution for the town of 

Markle Plan Commission. 
• Adoption of a resolution concern-

ing authorization for execution of INDOT 
agreements

• Regular reports from the operations 
manager, town marshal and clerk-treasurer.

• HCUED and Region 3-A report. 

County health board will 
meet Thursday morning
The board of the Wells County Health 

Department will meet at 6:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, April 18, in Room 105, the multi-pur-
pose room on the lower level of the Wells 
Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St.

LAFAYETTE, Ind. (AP) — One person 
died after a small plane crashed in northwest 
Indiana, police said Friday.

Tippecanoe County Sheriff’s Office 
said deputies discovered the plane’s 
wreckage in a field off U.S. 231 north-
west of Lafayette, the Lafayette Jour-
nal & Courier reported. The plane was 
reported missing around 3:30 p.m. Friday 

but was believed to have crashed Thurs-
day night.

One fatality has been confirmed, Lt. 
Greg Frantz said, but the victim’s name was 
not immediately released.

Deputies said they were waiting on 
National Transportation Safety Board inves-
tigators to arrive at the scene Friday eve-
ning.

1 dead in small plane crash in 
northwest Indiana, police say

 TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!  www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner



O P I N I O NPage 4 • The News-Banner • SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2024

By The Associated Press
Today is Saturday, April 13, the 104th day of 2024. 

There are 262 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History: On April 13, 1964, Sidney 

Poitier became the first Black performer to win an Acad-
emy Award for best actor or best actress with his perfor-
mance in “Lilies of the Field.”

On this date:
In 1743, the third president of the United States, Thomas 

Jefferson, was born in Shadwell in the Virginia Colony.
In 1943, President Franklin D. Roosevelt dedicated the 

Jefferson Memorial in Washington, D.C., on the 200th anni-
versary of the third American president’s birth.

In 1953, “Casino Royale,” Ian Fleming’s first book as 
well as the first James Bond novel, was published in Lon-
don by Jonathan Cape Ltd.

In 1970, Apollo 13, four-fifths of the way to the moon, 
was crippled when a tank containing liquid oxygen burst. 
(The astronauts managed to return safely.)

Today in History
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The greatness, the power, 
the glory, the splendor.

Mother Nature 
did not disap-
point. She lived 
up to the billing.

In the aftermath of Monday’s total 
solar eclipse, I got to wondering if 
she had ever been a disappointment. 
On the contrary, I think there have 
been occasions — Monday being one 
of them — when expectations were 
exceeded.

Sunrise at Haleakala. The first 
rim encounter of the Grand Canyon 
at Powell Point. Sunset on Lake MacDonald at 
Glacier National Park. Gazing into Firehole Lake at 
Yellowstone. The blue stillness of Jackson Lake reflect-
ing the Grand Tetons. An early October colorful array 
on the slopes of Mt. Washington. There have been 
other unplanned encounters: A particularly memorable 
firefly display on a summer evening on the back patio. 
An extended summer lightning storm over a northern 
Indiana lake. Standing on an elevated par-3 tee on a 
golf course in South Africa with the Capetown harbor 
and Table Mountain in the background.

We all experienced the buildup to Monday. My wife 
mentioned that if we had a dollar for every time we had 
heard the word “totality,” we could afford to travel to 
wherever the next one is.  I’ve heard this from several 
people: Little did we know 
how it would live up to the 
hype.

And I feel doubly 
blessed. I had envisioned 
staying home in the after-
noon to avoid the expected 
traffic from all of the 
visitors. But editor Holly 
Gaskill asked if I would go 
out to the YMCA watch 
party and take some photos.

I would not have met 
fellow BHS Class of ’68 
grad Sherry Elliot, now a 
Fort Wayne resident who 
brought her friends from 
Illinois down for the event. 
(Her BHS was Bluffton 
High School, mine was Bellmont, just to be clear.) I 
would not have met the Henry family from Las Vegas, 
viewing their third total eclipse. They would have 
driven their motor home but Colleen Henry’s brother 
happens to live in Fort Wayne, so they flew in late last 
week. She made matching t-shirts for the occasion.

“She’ll sell it to you for the right price,” her husband 
Paul quipped when I was admiring her work.

“So she won’t give me the shirt off her back, but 
she’ll sell it,” I confirmed. We did not make a deal.

I would not have met Pete Candreva, a man with a 
fancy telescope who looked younger than me, but not 
much. Turns out he is a former physics teacher now 
enrolled in Concordia Seminary in Fort Wayne.

“Yes, a late second career,” his wife confirmed. 
“You’ll find more former scientists as ministers than 

about any other profession,” he mentioned.
I ran into the wife of one of my Ball State room-

mates now living in Fort Wayne; she was with their 
daughter and a couple grandsons. I see him fairly 
regularly around a card table; Marsha not so much. He 
had decided to stay home, thinking fighting the crowd 
wouldn’t be worth it. We agreed afterwards that he blew 
it.

And watching the totality with several hundred other 
people added a lot to the experience. The scenes shown 
on national news Monday evening included a lot of 
“hootin’ and hollerin’” from crowds in other large ven-
ues. I just don’t recall much of that here. I would better 
describe as an awed, hushed silence. There were plenty 
of oohs and ahhhs, particularly when the sun complete-
ly disappeared and some applause when the full eclipse 
was over. But I just don’t recall any loud cries of delight 
like they did for the TV cameras.

Mom’s favorite hymn was “How Great Thou Art.” 
A portion of a Bible verse also came to mind along the 
lines of “thy wondrous works.”  Later, I opened the 
Bible app on my iPad to see what its verse of the day 
was. 1 Chronicles 29:11 — “Yours, Lord, is the great-
ness and the power and the glory and the splendor and 
the majesty, for everything in the heavens and on earth 
belongs to you.”

It is any coincidence that the sun is about 400 times 
the moon’s diameter, but is also about 400 times further 
away? So they just happen to appear to be the same size 
in our sky and one just happens to blot the other out 
from time to time, resulting in some pretty awesome, 
spectacular results. As I’ve shared before, I no longer 
believe in coincidences. Or, as Albert Einstein, a noted 
scientist, is credited as saying: “Coincidences are God’s 
way of remaining anonymous.”

I just disagree with the “anonymous” part, at least 
when He displays His wondrous works.

miller@news-banner.com

Column note: I want to give credit and thank Leon Gais-
er for bringing me a copy of his book about Tecumseh and 
alerting me to the interesting and entertaining story about 
the 1806 eclipse we printed on last Saturday’s front page.

Saturday’s Sub

Mark Miller

Chad Kline’s eclipse photos he 
allowed us to use in Tuesday’s 
edition are even more awesome 
when viewed in high resolu-
tion on his computer screen. 
Although barely visible at this 
size, that is a huge solar flare 
near the bottom that protrudes 
beyond the blocking moon.

Although many participants in it do not recognize 
this, and some who do recognize it regret it, the inten-
sity of the debate about abortion policy is waning. 
This is partly because in 2022 the Supreme Court 
temporarily intensified the debate. And partly because 
the debate has been modulated by medical technology 
that has given the abstract debate the concreteness of 
visual vividness.

The Supreme Court’s initially divisive decision 
overturning its 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling has catalyzed 
a consensus, albeit nationally uneven and slowly 
emerging. The consensus is as blurry as the improved 
sonogram images that perhaps are helping to catalyze 
it are sharp: By 15 weeks, it is untenable to talk, as 
some abortion advocates do, about what is pictured by 
the sonogram as “fetal material.” It looks like a baby.

Robert Nisbet, a philosophically sophisticated soci-
ologist who provided intellectual ballast to conserva-
tism in the second half of the 20th century, considered 
it incoherent for conservatives to make opposition to 
abortion a fundamental tenet of their doctrine. He said 
“the major theme of Western conservatism” is “the 
preservation, to the extent feasible, of the autonomy of 
social groups against the state.” And particularly the 
preservation of “the family’s authority over its own.”

Abortion has been considered an intractably divi-
sive issue because it supposedly was not amenable to 
the basic business of politics: the splitting of differ-
ences. Nisbet noted, however, that “there is no record 
of any religion, including Christianity, ever pronounc-
ing an accidental miscarriage as a death to be com-
memorated in prayer and ritual.” This, Nisbet implied, 
indicates an ancient, durable and widespread cultural 
tendency to say this: Societies that assert an interest in 
protecting life before birth are not required, by custom 
or a settled, articulated logic, to ban all deliberate ter-
minations of pregnancies.

This month, the Supreme Court of the nation’s 
third-most-populous state allowed the legislature’s 
recently enacted six-week ban on abortion to go into 
effect next month. (Before this, Florida had a moder-
ately permissive abortion law.) But the court also, and 
perhaps more importantly, approved a ballot initiative 
that this November might undo what the legislature 
has done: If the initiative garners 60 percent support 
(current polling shows more than 60 percent support), 
it would establish a state constitutional right to abor-
tion up to the point of viability (currently understood 
as 23-24 weeks).

The Economist says that more than 1 million sig-

natures (150,000 reportedly from registered 
Republicans) launched this referendum in 
the state whose 86,000 abortions in 2023 
were one-twelfth of the nation’s total. The 
Economist notes that Florida has been a 
destination for women from neighboring 
states with stricter abortion limits:

“Florida was one of the states that saw 
the greatest increase in abortions follow-
ing the Dobbs ruling that overturned Roe v 
Wade. The state’s ban will cut off nearly all 
access to abortion in the South.”

Until its recent deepening redness (Don-
ald Trump carried it in 2016 and 2020 by 
1.2 and 3.3 percentage points, respectively; Barack 
Obama carried it in 2008 and 2012 by 2.8 and .09 
points, respectively), Florida was the largest swing 
state.

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin, who calls himself 
pro-life, has said he would sign legislation restricting 
abortion to the first 15 weeks. Another Republican 
governor, New Hampshire’s pro-choice Chris Sununu, 
accepts his state’s 24-week (viability) limit, and espe-
cially with each state working out its consensus. At 
six weeks, many pregnant women do not know their 
condition; recently, more than 90 percent of U.S. 
abortions have occurred within the first 15 weeks of 
gestation.

If most Republicans would reject a six-week 
threshold, and eschew an unconservative clamor for 
re-federalizing the subject with a national abortion 
ban, the taint of extremism would shift to Democrats. 
Many of them insist on a right to abortion until birth, 
when sonograms give a disturbing (one hopes) picture 
of what abortion would end, and why society can at 
this point reasonably assert an interest in protecting 
the visible infant’s life.

Alexander Hamilton said that because the Supreme 
Court has neither the power of the purse nor of the 
sword, it is the government’s “least dangerous” 
branch. Actually, the court today is the uniquely pow-
erful branch because it lacks the power of the purse or 
sword, and must resort to persuasive public reasoning. 
Nowadays presidents and Congresses attempt this 
rarely, and only clumsily.

The debate the U.S. Supreme Court fueled two 
years ago is being ameliorative. North Dakota and 
South Carolina will continue to differ about abortion, 
but probably not forever as much they do now.

georgewill@washpost.com

George
Will

Why the abortion fight will ease 
into split-the-difference agreement

Trump’s abortion statement missed the mark
Donald Trump issued 

a lengthy statement on 
abortion this past Monday. 
It is the latest of several 
positions he has taken on 
an issue that continues to 
be hotly debated. Each 
statement is supposedly a 
matter of Trump’s “con-
viction,” though some 
have been contradictions 
of previous statements. 
These have included his 
longstanding pro-choice 
position before he ran for 
president, to pro-life, and now pro-
life with important caveats. Clearly 
his statement is one that conforms 
more to polls than principles, which 
is nothing new.

Trump starts with his support for 
IVF treatments, a subject raised in 
the Alabama state legislature, which 
first passed a law that criminalized 
the procedure if an embryo is subse-
quently destroyed, but then quickly 
reversed itself following an uproar. 
Trump said he favors IVF treatments 
for couples who need them.

Trump then takes the argument 
where it should go when he notes that 
many Democrats who support abor-
tion, even in some cases late-term 
abortions, are the true radicals.

Next, Trump takes credit for the 

Supreme Court ruling over-
turning Roe. Wade, which 
he should, but then says he 
favors each state deciding for 
itself what their laws should 
be. That should be seen as a 
starting point, not the end of 
the debate. A Civil War was 
fought over whether indi-
vidual states should decide 
to embrace slavery or not. 
Either all life is “endowed 
by our Creator,” or we are 
evolutionary accidents who 

can do what we want to each 
other.

“This is all about the will of the 
people,” says Trump. “You must fol-
low your heart, or in many cases your 
religion or your faith. Do what’s right 
for your family and do what’s right 
for yourself.”

With that last line, Trump loses the 
moral argument about the value of 
human life. If each pregnant woman 
gets to decide for herself (and a man 
has no legal say), then we are back at 
the pro-choice position.

The abortion pill and telemedicine 
abortions have changed the debate. 
Women who want an abortion can 
now do it at home.

This is an argument that must be 
won mostly by persuasion. Abor-
tion, like rampant crime and so many 

other cultural challenges that face 
us, is not the cause of our decadence, 
but a reflection of it. Here a defini-
tion of decadence can help focus on 
our deplorable condition as a nation: 
“moral degeneration or decay.”

Look around. See what is hap-
pening in big cities, in public 
schools, at the border, our declin-
ing military power and standing in 
the world, the redefining of what 
it means to be a man or a woman. 
America’s decline is noticeable to 
all with eyes to see and ears to hear. 
These things cannot be fixed over-
night, but incrementally.

Near the end of his statement, 
Trump says this: “That’s where we 
are right now. And that’s what we 
want, the will of the people.”

He’s right in saying that’s where 
we are right now, but he is wrong 
when he says it’s all about the will of 
the people. People can be led to do 
what is right (see the end of slavery 
and the civil rights movement as only 
two examples). If one has no right to 
be born, no other rights matter.

Trump’s statement, while wel-
come in part, cedes the moral high 
ground when he says abortion is up 
to individuals. That puts us back to 
where we started from, with the 1973 
Supreme Court decision.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com.

Cal 
Thomas
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A CITY ON A HILL 
CHURCH

705 W.-900 N., 
Uniondale

10 a.m. - Worship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,

Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)

4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH LCMS

6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service. 
10:15 - Adult Bible Class, 
Youth Bible Class & Sunday 
School. 11:30 - Voice of 
Bethlehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON 
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. -  Sunday School. 
11 a.m. - Worship. 6 p.m.  - 
Service.

BLUFFTON 
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness 

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.

blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 & 6:30 p.m. - 
Worship.

CHRISTIAN NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.

9:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship. 6 
p.m. - Praise & worship.

BOEHMER UNITED 
METHODIST

3467 S 600 W, 
Liberty Center

boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45 

- Sunday School.

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN, ELCA

1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.

10 a.m. - Bible Study. 
10:45 - Worship.

DILLMAN UNITED 
BRETHREN

8888S-1100W-90, 
Warren

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. - 
Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school. 10 
a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST

1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:40 

a.m. - Sunday School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH 
OF GOD

5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 a.m. 
- Discipleship.

 
FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com

10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF OSSIAN

1001 Dehner Dr.
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com

9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL class-
es. 10:15 - Worship. 6 p.m. 
- Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.

firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/youth 

& Adult Sunday School. 
10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
(EVANGELICAL)

123 S. Jefferson St., Ossian
www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Sunday school. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH OF BLUFFTON

301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45 
- Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E. 
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship.

GRACE BIBLE
6626 Village Way, Berne

gracebibleberne.com
9 a.m. - Sunday classes. 

10 a.m. - Collective Wor-
ship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone

9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 a.m. 
- Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1

mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:15 - Worship. 
(Children’s Church for ages 
6-12).

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com

8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - 
Service at Main Campus. 
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service, 
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 
- Sunday School.

KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

2803 N. Main St.
jw.org

10 a.m. - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
BAPTIST

3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-

con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday 
School. 9:55 - Fellowship. 
10:15 - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir practice. 

9 a.m. - Coffee, donuts, 
conversation. 9:30 - Wor-
ship w/infant nursery & 
children’s church. 10:45 - 
Sunday School.

LANCASTER CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.

lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service (Chil-

dren’s programs available).
 

LIVING FAITH 
MISSIONARY

17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 - 

Sunday School.

LIVING WATER 
UNITED CHURCH

6486 S 700E, Bluffton
8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 

a.m. - Sunday School. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL 
HILL SEVENTH 

DAY ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath 
School (Bible study).

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218

10 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10:30 - Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1

9:30 - Sunday School. 
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org

9 a.m. - Adult Bible study 
groups. 10:30 - Worship. 
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

MARKLE RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St., 

Murray
murraymc.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)

8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.

webs.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School & 

Adult Bible study. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org

9:15 a.m. - Bible study. 
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED 
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org

9 a.m. - Worship, Worship 
child care nurse. 10 a.m. 
- Fellowship. 10:15 - Adult 
Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.
parkccbluffton.org

10 a.m. - Connection. 11 
a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 - 

Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street

8:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

36 E. Walnut St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. - 

Fellowship. 10:15 - Sunday 
School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central

 11 a.m. - Worship & the 
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St. 
Suite 108, 110

riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1

sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
Nursery & Children’s class-
es available during Sunday 
School & Worship.

SOUTHERN WELLS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto

9 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. - 
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass. 
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or by 
appointment - Confessions. 
5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. - 

Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur

stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 - 

Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. LUTHERAN
16933 Thiele Rd. 

stmarkfw.org
8:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10 a.m. - Worship.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St., 

Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 - 

Children’s Sunday School.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.

6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

THE CHURCH AT 
MCNATT

9221 W 800 S-90, 
Montpelier

8:30 a.m. - Coffee fellow-
ship. 9:15 - Worship.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St., 

Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com

9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups. 
10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com

9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 10 
a.m. - Adult & Children’s 
Worship.

UNIONDALE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

5867 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

 
UNIONTOWN 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER 

CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St., 

Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10-10:30 - Fellow-
ship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

205 S. Adams St., 
Monroe

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 
- Discipleship for adults & 
children.

ZANESVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.

9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST

3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

Call to Worship
This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible 
by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.
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A SAINT’S STORY
This Monday marks the 

birthday of one of the 20th 
centuries greatest heroes of 
the faith: Corrie Ten Boom.

It also marks the anniver-
sary of the day she passed 
away in 1981 at 91 
and reunited with 
her family, including 
the sister who died 
in the Ravensbruck 
concentration camp. 
Germans sentenced 
both Ten Boom 
women there for har-
boring Jews during 
World War II.

Those who best 
know of Ten Boom’s over-
coming faith probably 
learned of it in her famous 
autobiography, “The Hid-
ing Place,” which focused 
on her life before, during, 
and shortly after World War 
II. But in 1917, Ten Boom 
wrote another book, “Tramp 
for the Lord,” chronicling 
the decades she spent trav-
eling to more than 60 coun-
tries to share the gospel.

And in this book, she 
recounts one particular 
encounter in Germany in 
1947 — one that echoes 
in my heart as politicians 
smother me in more and 
more commercials in antici-
pation of Indiana’s primary 
Tuesday, May 7.

According to these com-
mercials, every other can-
didate hates America, hates 
apple pie, hates democracy, 
and hates puppies.

And quite candidly, I’m 
sick of people treating other 
people not as people, but as 
political boogeymen.

But Ten Boom’s account 
gives me hope, even as 
it convicts me to see my 
favorite enemies as people 
too.

According to Ten Boom, 
she had just finished speak-
ing about God’s forgiveness 
at a church in Munich when 
a bald, heavyset man in a 
gray overcoat and carrying 
a brown hat approached her.

Everyone else left with-
out talking to her, but this 
man apparently needed to 
say something.

But as he approached, 
Ten Boom quickly recog-
nized him from her past 
— when he wasn’t wear-
ing a grey overcoat but a 
blue German uniform, and 
he didn’t carry a brown hat 
then; he wore a visored cap 
with skull and crossbones.

“It came back with a 
rush,” Ten Boom wrote 
in her account, “the huge 
room with its harsh over-
head lights; the pathetic 
pile of dresses and shoes in 
the center of the floor; the 

shame of walking naked 
past this man.

“The man who was mak-
ing his way forward had 
been a guard — one of the 
most cruel guards.”

In the past, the guard 
would have only 
referred to Ten 
Boom by her pris-
oner number, but in 
1947 in the church in 
Munich, he referred 
to her respectfully 
as “fraulein.” He 
thanked her for her 
message about for-
giveness.

And he reached 
out his hand; he wanted her 
to shake the same hand that 
once held — and used — a 
leather crop.

“I have become a Chris-
tian,” he continued say-
ing. “I know that God has 
forgiven me for the cruel 
things I did there, but I 
would like to hear it from 
your lips as well.

“Will you forgive me?”
Ten Boom knew she 

needed to say yes; she knew 
because Jesus commanded 
it, and she knew because 
she had counseled many 
war victims to forgive. If 
they did, she knew, they 
could rebuild their lives.

But, “Those who nursed 
their bitterness remained 
invalids.

“It was as simple as hor-
rible as that.”

And so she prayed. She 
pleaded to Jesus for help, 
and she lifted her hand.

“Woodenly, mechani-
cally, I thrust my hand into 
the one stretched out to me. 
And as I did, an incredible 
thing took place. The cur-
rent started in my shoulder, 
raced down my arm, sprang 
into our joined hands. And 
then this healing warmth 
seemed to flood my whole 
being.”

With tears in her eyes, 
Ten Boom cried, “I forgive 
you, brother … with all my 
heart.

“I had never known 
God’s love so intensely as I 
did then. But even so, I real-
ized it was not my love. I 
had tried, and did not have 
the power. It was the power 
of the Holy Spirit.”

I wonder if Ten Boom 
and this guard embraced 
each other on April 15, 
1981 — before bowing 
before the one who had for-
given them both, the one 
who can forgive the vil-
est of sinners, the one who 
sees their sin, hates their 
sin, condemns their sin, but 
still sees in them the image 
of God.

baumofchet@gmail.com

by Chet 
Baumgartner

A Joyful Noise ...
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PHILADELPHIA (AP) 
— Thirty years ago, as wom-
en’s rights advocates worked 
to pass the 1994 Violence 
Against Women Act, domes-
tic violence was still some-
thing of a hushed topic.

Then Nicole Brown 
Simpson’s death forced it 
into the spotlight. Ameri-
cans riveted by the murder 
investigation of superstar 
ex-husband O.J. Simpson, 
who died Wednesday at 76, 
heard startling and painful 
details of the abuse she said 
she suffered at his hands.

“We must have had 20 
media trucks lined up on 
Hollywood Boulevard to 
talk to us,” said Patti Gig-
gans, executive director of 
the Los Angeles-based non-
profit Peace Over Violence, 
who said interest in the issue 
exploded overnight.

“Because it was O.J. — 
he’s famous, an athlete, hand-
some, everybody loved O.J. 
— we started to have con-
versations about what goes 
on in the mind of a batterer,” 
Giggans said. “We were able 
to maintain that conversa-
tion throughout that two-year 
period (of the case). I think it 
changed the movement.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
story includes discussion of 
domestic violence. If you or 
someone you know needs 
help, please call 1-800-799-
7233 in the U.S.

Given that victims — then 
and now — often hide their 
abuse, many people assumed 
it happened only to poor or 
marginalized women. But 
then they saw that neither 
Nicole Simpson’s privilege 
nor her earlier calls to police 
had insulated her.

“She was beautiful, she 
was white, she was famous, 
she was wealthy. So, there 
was this sense that if it 
could happen to her, it could 
happen to anybody,” said 
Rachel Louise Snyder, an 

American University pro-
fessor who explored the 
issue in her 2019 book, “No 
Visible Bruises.”

In an undated letter that 
surfaced after her death, 
Nicole Simpson revealed 
that her NFL star-turned-
celebrity husband gave her 
“disgusted” looks when 
she gained weight in her 
first pregnancy in 1988 and 
“beat the holy hell” out 
of her the following year, 
although the couple told an 
X-ray lab she had fallen off 
a bike.

In October 1993, a year 
after they divorced, she 
called 911 when Simpson 
showed up at her home 
“ranting and raving.”

“He’s in a white Bronco, 
but first of all he broke the 

back door down to get in,” 
she said. “He’s O.J. Simp-
son. I think you know his 
record.”

Eight months later, she 
and friend Ron Goldman 
— who had stopped by to 
return eyeglasses left at a 
restaurant that night — were 
fatally stabbed outside her 
Brentwood home. Her two 
young children with Simp-
son were inside. She was 35, 
Goldman just 25.

“This was absolutely a 
watershed case,” said Sny-
der, who said their June 12, 
1994, deaths helped galva-
nize support for the Vio-
lence Against Women Act, 
which Congress passed that 
fall. “It spurred a national 
conversation, a national 
reckoning.”

ALEXANDRIA, Va. 
(AP) — Twenty years 
ago this month, photos of 
abused prisoners and smil-
ing U.S. soldiers guarding 
them at Iraq’s Abu Ghraib 
prison were released, shock-
ing the world.

Now, three survivors 
of Abu Ghraib will finally 
get their day in U.S. court 
against the military contrac-
tor they hold responsible for 
their mistreatment.

The trial is scheduled to 
begin Monday in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Alexandria, 
and will be the first time that 
Abu Ghraib survivors are 
able to bring their claims of 
torture to a U.S. jury, said 
Baher Azmy, a lawyer with 
the Center for Constitution-
al Rights representing the 
plaintiffs.

The defendant in the civil 
suit, CACI, supplied the 
interrogators who worked 
at the prison. The Virginia-
based contractor denies any 
wrongdoing, and has empha-
sized throughout 16 years of 

litigation that its employees 
are not alleged to have inflict-
ed any abuse on any of the 
plaintiffs in the case.

The plaintiffs, though, 
seek to hold CACI responsi-
ble for setting the conditions 
that resulted in the torture 
they endured, citing evi-
dence in government inves-
tigations that CACI con-
tractors instructed military 
police to “soften up” detain-
ees for their interrogations.

Retired Army Gen. Anto-
nio Taguba, who led an 
investigation into the Abu 
Ghraib scandal, is among 
those expected to testify. 
His inquiry concluded that 
at least one CACI interroga-
tor should be held account-
able for instructing military 
police to set conditions that 
amounted to physical abuse.

There is little dispute 
that the abuse was hor-
rific. The photos released in 
2004 showed naked prison-
ers stacked into pyramids or 
dragged by leashes. Some 
photos had a soldier smil-

ing and giving a thumbs up 
while posing next to a corpse, 
or detainees being threatened 
with dogs, or hooded and 
attached to electrical wires.

The plaintiffs cannot be 
clearly identified in any of 
the infamous images, but 
their descriptions of mis-
treatment are unnerving.

Suhail Al Shimari has 
described sexual assaults 
and beatings during his 
two months at the pris-
on. He was also electri-
cally shocked and dragged 
around the prison by a rope 
tied around his neck. For-
mer Al-Jazeera reporter 
Salah Al-Ejaili said he was 
subjected to stress positions 
that caused him to vomit 
black liquid. He was also 
deprived of sleep, forced to 
wear women’s underwear 
and threatened with dogs.

CACI, though, has said 
the U.S. military is the insti-
tution that bears responsibil-
ity for setting the conditions 
at Abu Ghraib and that its 
employees weren’t in a posi-

tion to be giving orders to 
soldiers. In court papers, 
lawyers for the contractor 
group have said the “entire 
case is nothing more than 
an attempt to impose liabil-
ity on CACI PT because its 
personnel worked in a war 
zone prison with a climate of 
activity that reeks of some-
thing foul. The law, howev-
er, does not recognize guilt 
by association with Abu 
Ghraib.”

T h e  c a s e  h a s 
bouncedthroughthecourts 
since 2008, and CACI has 
tried roughly 20 times to 
have it tossed out of court. 
The U.S. Supreme Court in 
2021 ultimately turned back 
CACI’s appeal efforts and 
sent the case back to district 
court for trial.

In one of CACI’s appeal 
arguments, the company 
contended that the U.S. 
enjoys sovereign immunity 
against the torture claims, 
and that CACI enjoys deriv-
ative immunity as a contrac-
tor doing the government’s 

bidding. But U.S. District 
Judge Leonie Brinkema, in a 
first-of-its kind ruling, deter-
mined that the U.S. govern-
ment can’t claim immunity 
when it comes to allegations 
that violate established inter-
national norms, like tortur-
ing prisoners, so CACI as a 
result can’t claim any deriv-
ative immunity.

Jurors next week are also 
expected to hear testimony 
from some of the soldiers 
who were convicted in mili-
tary court of directly inflict-
ing the abuse. Ivan Freder-
ick, a former staff sergeant 
who was sentenced to more 
than eight years of confine-
ment after a court-martial 
conviction on charges 
including assault, indecent 
acts and dereliction of duty, 
has provided deposition tes-
timony that is expected to be 
played for the jury because 
he has refused to attend 
the trial voluntarily. The 
two sides have differed on 
whether his testimony estab-
lishes that soldiers were 

working under the direction 
of CACI interrogators.

The U.S. government 
may present a wild card in 
the trial, which is scheduled 
to last two weeks. Both the 
plaintiffs and CACI have 
complained that their cases 
have been hampered by 
government assertions that 
some evidence, if made 
public, would divulge state 
secrets that would harm 
national security.

Government lawyers will 
be at the trial ready to object 
if witnesses stray into terri-
tory they deem to be a state 
secret, they said at a pretrial 
hearing April 5.

Judge Brinkema, who 
has overseen complex 
national security cases many 
times, warned the govern-
ment that if it asserts such 
a privilege at trial, “it better 
be a genuine state secret.”

Jason Lynch, a govern-
ment lawyer, assured her, 
“We’re trying to stay out of 
the way as much as we pos-
sibly can.”

Page 6 • The News-Banner • SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2024

(800) 566-5659  |  fwortho.com
Bluffton Regional Medical Center
303 S. Main St., Suite 404 A
Bluffton, IN 46714

Brandon S. Huggins, MD 
Spine

Adam Hall, MD
Hand, Elbow & 

Shoulder

Lakai R. Enterline, DO
Sports Medicine & General

John Paul M. Manalo, MD
Total Joint Replacement

Your “road to recovery” isn’t a 45-minute drive up State 
Road 1. That’s why Fort Wayne Orthopedics has locations 

close to home—like Bluffton—so you can focus on healing, 
not a commute. Our personalized treatment plans, 

specialist doctors, and clean, safe surroundings will help 
you feel renewed, refreshed and ready to take on the 

world. Plus, you’ll still have a full tank of gas.

We make convenience part  
of your treatment.
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By LISA MASCARO 
and JILL COLVIN
 Associated Press

PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) — 
Donald Trump offered a political 
lifeline Friday to House Speaker 
Mike Johnson, saying the belea-
guered GOP leader is doing a 
“very good job,” and tamping 
down the far-right forces led by 
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene try-
ing to oust him from office.

Trump and Johnson appeared 
side-by-side at the ex-president’s 
Mar-a-Lago club, a rite of pas-
sage for the new House leader as 
he hitches himself, and his GOP 
majority, to the indicted Repub-
lican Party leader ahead of the 
November election.

“I stand with the speaker,” 
Trump said at an evening press 
conference at his gilded private 
club.

Trump said he thinks Johnson, 
of Louisiana, is “doing a very 
good job – he’s doing about as 
good as you’re going to do.”

“We’re getting along very well 
with the speaker — and I get along 
very well with Marjorie,” Trump 
said.

But Trump flashed some criti-
cism over efforts to oust the speak-

er calling it “unfortunate,” saying 
there are “much bigger problems” 
right now.

The visit was arranged as a joint 
announcement on new House leg-
islation to require proof of citizen-
ship for voting, but the trip itself 
is significant for both. Johnson 
needed Trump to temper hard-line 
threats to evict him from office. 
And Trump benefits from the 
imprimatur of official Washington 
dashing to Florida to embrace his 
comeback bid for the White House 
and his tangled election lies.

“It is the symbolism,” said 
Charlie Sykes, a conservative 
commentator and frequent Trump 
critic.

“There was a time when the 
Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives was a dominant figure 
in American politics,” he said. 
“Look where we are now, where 
he comes hat in hand to Mar-a-
Lago.”

While the moment captured 
the fragility of the speaker’s grip 
on the gavel, just six months on 
the job, it also put on display 
his evolving grasp of Trump-era 
politics as the Republicans in 
Congress align with the “Make 
America Great Again” movement 

powering the former president’s 
re-election bid.

Johnson and Trump under-
scored their alliance Friday by 
using similar wording to describe 
one part of their campaign strat-
egy — pummeling President Joe 
Biden with alarmist language 
over what Republicans claim is a 
“migrant invasion.”

By linking the surge of 
migrants coming to the U.S. with 
the upcoming election, Trump 
and Johnson raised the specter of 
noncitizens from voting — even 
though it’s already a federal felony 
for a noncitizen to cast a ballot in 
a federal election and exceedingly 
rare.

Trump called America a 
“dumping ground” for migrants 
coming to the U.S., and revived 
pressure on Biden to “close the 
border.”

The speaker nodded along. “It 
could, if there are enough votes, 
affect the presidential election,” 
warned Johnson, who had played 
a key role in challenging the 2020 
election that Trump lost to Biden, 
previewing potential 2024 argu-
ments.

In fact, Trump had made simi-
lar claims of illegal voting in 2016 

but the commission he appointed 
to investigate the issue disbanded 
without identifying a single case. 
A previous voter crackdown risked 
striking actual citizens from the 
voting rolls.

Ahead of the meeting, the 
Trump campaign sent a back-
ground paper that echoed language 
from the racist great replacement 
conspiracy theory to suggest that 
Biden and Democrats are engag-
ing in what Trump’s campaign 
called “a willful and brazen 
attempt to import millions of new 
voters.”

Some liberal cities like San 
Francisco have begun to allow 
noncitizens to vote in a few local 
elections. But there’s no evidence 
of significant numbers of immi-
grants violating federal law by 
casting illegal ballots.

Afterward, Trump’s team said 
the speaker agreed to hold a series 
of public committee meetings over 
the next two months ahead of the 
new House legislation.

Greene, a top Trump ally, said 
on social media that while she 
is “working as hard as possible” 
to elect Trump, “I do not support 
Speaker Johnson.”

In the Trump era, the sojourns 

by Republican leaders to his pri-
vate club in Palm Beach, Florida, 
have become defining moments, 
amplifying the lopsided partner-
ship as the former president com-
mandeers the party in sometimes 
humiliating displays of power.

Such was the case when Kevin 
McCarthy, then the House GOP 
leader, trekked to Mar-a-Lago after 
having been critical of the defeat-
ed president after the Jan. 6, 2021 
attack on the Capitol. A cheery 
photo was posted afterward, a sign 
of their mending relationship.

Johnson proposed the idea of 
coming to Mar-a-Lago weeks 
before Greene filed her motion 
to vacate him from the speaker’s 
office, just as another group of 
hardliners had previously ousted 
McCarthy. The visit comes days 
before the former president’s crim-
inal trial on hush money charges 
gets underway next week in New 
York City.

The speaker’s own political 
future depends on support — or 
at least not opposition — from 
the “Make America Great Again” 
Republicans who are aligned 
with Trump but creating much of 
the House dysfunction that has 
brought work there to a halt.

Trump gives support to Speaker Mike Johnson at Mar-a-Lago meet

20 years later, Abu Ghraib detainees get their day in U.S. court

The O.J. Simpson case forced 
domestic violence into the 
spotlight, boosting a movement
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Norwell’s Ciera Hiester, right, reaches high for a return against Snider during the Number 2 
double match Friday afternoon at Norwell.

Norwell’s Delaney Hoover sends the ball back across the net in her Number 2 singles match 
against Snider Friday afternoon at Norwell. The Knights improved to 3-0 on the season in a 
sweep over the Panthers. (Photos by Chad Kline)

Knights continue strong 
start, sweep Snider in tennis

By RYAN WALKER
Norwell extended its hot start to the girls’ 

tennis season with another 5-0 sweep.
The home victory over Snider now puts 

the Knights at a perfect 3-0, winning all 15 
varsity matches. This match was the first 
time any of the varsity games went to a third 
set.

Friday’s match was a little more chal-
lenging as both teams fought through windy 
conditions, making the light tennis ball fly 
all over the court. It caused for some adjust-
ments, as volleys were not going over the 
net like normal, balls in the air would get 
caught and swerve and most of the serves 
would need second or third attempts.

“It’s tough for both teams to battle the 
elements, but I thought all the girls on both 
teams handled it really well,” Norwell head 
coach Holly Kimball said. “I didn’t hear a 
lot of complaining, and it wasn’t as ugly as 
it could have been.”

“You change your strategy a little bit 
when there’s wind, especially when it’s 
going diagonal,” she continued. “You have 
to stand a little shorter on one side and stand 
a little further back on the other. It’s just a 
skill they have to learn to play in the ele-
ments.”

The experienced, senior-led Knights still 
pushed through and came out without a 
scratch. It’s something they’ve had to endure 
in the early part of the year with rain post-
ponements and forcing practices outside.

Norwell is on a mission to win its sixth 
Northeast 8 Conference title and defend its 
sectional championship, but the inconsisten-
cy of the weather has tried to alter its plans. 
But Kimball has kept the group focused, 
and she’s been impressed with the girls’ 
adaptability.

We’ve had a lot of trouble practicing 
outside,” Kimball said. “We’ve only been 
practicing four or five times. Just the resil-
iency — they’re not really complaining 
that we’re inside and were doing the same 
drills over and over. They translate that (out-
side). I’m thrilled that they’re taking what 
they’re learning inside and applying it to the 
courts.”

Next week, Norwell has five scheduled 
matches, but unfortunately, early forecasts 
are not trending in the right direction.

Norwell’s next contest on Monday looks 
to be the best short early in the week. That 
match will be against Adams Central and 
start at 4:30 p.m.

Kimball reaches 100
In the Knights’ 5-0 win over Columbia 

City, head coach Holly Kimball earned her 
100th career victory.

“It was never something that I really 
thought about,” Kimball said. “I counted 
the other day, and it’s exciting to coach the 
same team for long enough to get to 100, 
and I’m glad to share it with this group of 
girls. They‘re very excited for me, and I’m 
thrilled to have all of the girls I’ve had in the 
past that got me to 100.”

ryan@news-banner.com

Individual results:
Names were not provided by Snider for 

results.
• Addy Heyerly won 6-0, 6-2 at No. 1 

singles.
• Annabelle Johnson and Macy Felger 

won 6-1, 6-3 at No. 1 doubles.
• Delaney Hoover won 7-5, 6-2 at No. 2 

singles.
• Jordan Xayyachack and Ciera Hiester 

won 4-6, 6-0, 6-0 at No.2. doubles.
• Macie Saalfrank won 6-1, 6-0at No. 3 

singles.
The junior varsity team also defeated 

Snider by a score of 9-0.
JV results           

• Aubrey Meyer won 8-3.
• Gabbi Hoeppner won 8-0.
• Lucy Gerbers won 8-0.
• Charli Swindell won 8-5.
• Hope Mitchell and Emmaline Johnson 

8-0.
• Sam Evans and Aubryn Keller won 6-4.
• Melissa Hoag and Campbell Sloan won 

6-3.
• Carley Wolf and Isabella Hubble won 

6-1.
• Hazel Lewis and Molly Threewits won 

6-3.

SATURDAY,  APRIL 13 
BASEBALL: Norwell at Athenian Invite at 

Crawfordsville, 10 a.m. and vs. Logansport, 12:30 
p.m.; Oak Hill at Bluffton, 12 p.m. (doubleheader)

SOFTBALL: Norwell at South Adams, 10::30 
a.m. & 12 p.m.; New Haven at Bluffton, 12 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Norwell at IPT 
Relays at Heritage High School, 9 a.m.; Bluffton 
at Oak Hill Invitational, 11 a.m.

MONDAY, APRIL 15
BASEBALL: Bluffton at Norwell, 5 p.m.; South 

Adams at Southern Wells (non-conference), 5 
p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Adams Central at Norwell, 
4:30 p.m.; Wabash at Bluffton, 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Norwell at Adams Central, 5 
p.m.; Bluffton at Southwood, 5 p.m.; Southern 
Wells at Wayne, 5:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 16
BASEBALL: Norwell at Jay County, 5 p.m.; 

Bellmont at Bluffton, 5 p.m.; Jay County at Bluffton, 
4:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Southwood, 5 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Norwell at South side, 5:30 
p.m.

SOFTBALL: Norwell at Bishop Luers, 5:30 
p.m.; Bluffton at Wabash, 5:30 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Bellmont at Nor-
well, 5 p.m.; Bluffton at Jay County, 5:30 p.m.; 
Southern Wells at Heritage, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL  17
BASEBALL: Bluffton at Canterbury, 5 p.m.
BOYS GOLF: Norwell at Leo, 4:30 p.m.; Bluff-

ton at Southwood, 4:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at 
Woodlan, 5 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Norwell at Homestead, 5 
p.m.; Adams Central at Bluffton, 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Marion at Norwell, 5 p.m.; Wes-
Del at Southern Wells, 5 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 18
BASEBALL: Homestead at Norwell, 5 p.m.; 

South Adams at Bluffton, 5 p.m.; Southern Wells 
at Adams Central, 5 p.m.

BOYS GOLF: Southern Wells at Wapahani, 
4:30 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Bluffton at New Haven, 5 
p.m.

SOFTBALL: South Adams at Bluffton, 5 p.m.; 
Southern Wells at Adams Central, 5 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Yorktown at Bluff-
ton, 5:30 ;.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 19
BASEBALL: Angola at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.
GIRLS TENNIS: Wayne at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL: Norwell at Homestead, 5 p.m.
SATURDAY,  APRIL 20 
BASEBALL: Mississinewa at Southern Wells, 

10 a.m.
BOYS GOLF: Norwell, Bluffton, Southern 

Wells at South Adams Golf Invitational, 9 a.m.
GIRLS TENNIS: Norwell at Concordia, 10 

a.m.
SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Northfield, 10 a.m.
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Southern Wells at 

Eastern, 10:30 a.m.

High School Calendar

Bluffton Parks has a handful of spring 
and summer events. Below are each event 
and more information. For more informa-
tion on any of these events please email 
sports@blufftonindiana.gov.

Earth Day 5K
On Saturday, April 20, Bluffton Parks 

is hosting an Earth Day 5K at the Bluffton 
City Gym 128 E Market St.). This race can 
be run, walked or jogged through Bluff-
ton’s residential neighborhoods and River 
Greenway. The goal is to celebrate Earth 
Day by minimizing our footprint on this 
event as we reduce waste, reuse old race 
bibs, and recycle past event shirts, even our 
awards are live plants and trees. Sign-ups 
for the 9 a.m. event is at raceroster.com/
events/2024/86614/earth-day-5k.

Summer Miles Challenge
The 2024 Bluffton Parks Summer Miles 

Challenge will run for all of the summer, 
between June 1 through Aug. 31. This 
event is a walk or run for 100 miles, bike 
250 miles or bike 500 miles in that time 
span. You can register now at raceroster.
com/events/2024/88130/summer-miles-
challenge. A Challenge t-shirt and finisher 
medal are included when you register.

5 In 5K Series
The 5 In 5K Series is a five-week pro-

gram Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. There is no 
pre-registration, rather, just come to the 
Wabash Pavillion behind Hardee’s in Bluff-
ton before the 7 p.m. start time. Run dates 
are June 11, 18, 25, July 2 and July 9. The 
event can be walked or ran and are “casual” 
runs. Refreshments are provided after each 

run. Participants with four runs completed 
will earn a free series t-shirt.

Summer Solstice Sunrise Yoga
The longest day of the year, Thursday, 

June 20, will feature a one-hour yoga ses-
sion at Pickett’s Run Park at 6 a.m. Cost is 
$10 as you come into the event. All you’ll 
need is a yoga mat. Light, fresh and healthy 
refreshments will be provided.

Chicks Run 5K Run/Walk
Women can join a fun 5K at Pickett’s 

Run Park at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 20. There 
will be prizes for the biggest teams, best 
costumes and overall and age group fastest 
times. Cost is $20 including an event t-shirt, 
or $10 excluding the shirt. Registration is at 
raceroster.com/events/2024/86896/chicks-
run.

Hot Diggity Dog Jog 5K & 1 Mile
Bring your furry friend at 9 a.m. Sat-

urday, June 22 at the fun, pet-friendly K9 
Kommons Dog Park for a 5K or one mile 
run/walk. Proceeds will benefit the dog 
park. Participants will receive a running 
fanny pack, bandana and frisbee. On site, 
there will be a foam machine, dog wash, 
agility course and more. You can sign up to 
participate in person, virtually or donate at 
raceroster.com/events/2024/88158/hot-dig-
gity-dog-jog. Bringing a dog is not required, 
but friendly dogs on a leash are welcome.

Fastest Kid in Town
Boys and girls ages 3-12 can race to 

find out who the fastest kid in Bluffton 
is in a 50m or 100m dash. This event will 
take place at Pickett’s Run Park for a $5 

Bluffton Parks to host numerous 
events throughout spring, summer

(Continued on Page A1)
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 18,201.38 13,068.01 Lipper Growth Index 17,733.15 -178.74 -1.00 +9.35 +32.50

           52-Week                                                                        Wk        Wk       YTD     12-mo
     High          Low      Name                                  Last          Chg     %Chg    %Chg    %Chg

the Week In revIeW

Mutual FundS

American Funds AmrcnBalA  m MA 104,177 33.13 -0.9 +14.6/B +7.8/B 5.75
American Funds EuroPacGrA  m FG 21,038 57.27 -2.2 +9.9/C +5.5/C 5.75
American Funds FdmtlInvsA  m LB 71,946 77.91 -0.1 +29.5/B +12.3/D 5.75
American Funds GrfAmrcA  m LG 138,543 69.90 -0.1 +37.9/C +13.7/D 5.75
American Funds IncAmrcA  m AL 76,586 23.57 -1.4 +6.8/E +6.4/D 5.75
American Funds InvCAmrcA  m LB 86,246 54.43 0.0 +30.9/A +13.0/C 5.75
American Funds NwPrspctvA  m WG 59,714 59.29 -1.7 +20.3/D +11.4/B 5.75
American Funds WAMtInvsA  m LB 84,412 60.16 -1.4 +21.4/D +11.8/D 5.75
Davis NYVentureA  m LB 4,854 29.12 -0.2 +34.5/A +10.2/E 4.75
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm LB 534,035 177.94 -0.9 +27.2/B +13.9/A NL
Fidelity Contrafund LG 124,462 18.85 +0.7 +45.9/A +16.4/A NL
Fidelity TtlMktIdxInsPrm  x LB 90,963 140.75 -1.1 +26.6/C +13.0/C NL
Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA  m LG 2,260 19.52 -0.5 +42.3/B +18.0/A 5.75
Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA  m LG 4,118 145.03 -1.8 +45.9/A +16.4/A 5.75
George Putnam BalA  m MA 1,359 24.06 -1.0 +19.2/A +9.1/A 5.75
INVESCO MnStrA  m LB 9,097 54.57 -0.3 +26.5/C +12.0/D 5.50
PIMCO IncInstl MU 87,392 10.46 -0.6 +6.4/B +2.7/B NL
Putnam DiversIncA  m NT 533 5.42 -1.2 +3.8/D -0.1/E 4.00
Putnam SustLeadersA  m LG 5,821 120.25 -1.6 +32.8/D +14.1/C 5.75
Putnam TEIncA  m ML 537 7.75 -1.3 +2.2/C +1.4/B 4.00
Schwab SP500Idx LB 91,414 78.83 -0.9 +27.1/B +13.9/A NL
Thornburg IntermMnA  m MI 261 13.19 -0.6 +2.5/A +1.4/C 2.00
Thornburg LtdTrmUSGvtA  m GS 39 11.66 -1.1 +0.1/E -0.3/E 2.25
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl LB 505,179 472.99 -0.9 +27.1/B +13.8/A NL
Vanguard GrIdxAdmrl LG 75,443 175.65 -0.5 +40.3/B +17.0/A NL
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl MI 69,955 13.55 -1.0 +1.7/C +1.7/A NL
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl LB 70,617 164.68 -1.7 +26.0/C +13.0/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 77,474 18.72 -0.2 +11.3 +6.1 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 92,795 36.32 0.0 +13.1 +6.8 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd TI 96,066 22.77 +0.2 +14.7 +7.6 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 85,087 40.65 +0.4 +16.4 +8.4 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 82,605 27.71 +0.6 +17.9 +9.1 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2050Fd TN 69,280 46.33 +0.8 +18.9 +9.4 NL
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl CI 98,643 9.38 -1.6 -0.6/C +0.1/C NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl FB 75,190 31.62 -2.1 +9.3/C +5.1/D NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv FB 195,268 18.90 -2.1 +9.2/C +5.1/D NL
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl LB 373,296 123.14 -1.0 +26.6/C +13.0/C NL
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl MA 98,087 73.45 -0.7 +13.7/B +8.3/A NL

                                                      Total Assets                 Total Return/Rank         Pct
Name                                        Obj    ($Mlns)    NAV      4-wk     12-mo     5-year    Load

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government, 
IB -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate 
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World 
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same 
objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar. 

Weekly doW JoneS and S&P 500
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Close: 37,983.24

1-week change: -920.80 (-2.4%)

Dow Jones industrials

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. lf = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock 
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy 
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = 
Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants. 
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred 
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA 
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x  = fund 
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.

StockS oF local IntereSt
                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

AFLAC 2.00 80.28 -5.14 -6.0 -2.7
AT&T Inc 1.11 16.31 -.83 -4.8 -2.8
AMD 1.60 163.28 -7.14 -4.2 +10.8
Amazon ... 186.13 +1.06 +0.6 +22.5
AEP 3.52 82.10 -1.85 -2.2 +1.1
Apple Inc s .96 176.55 +6.97 +4.1 -8.3
ApldMatl 1.60 207.86 +.01 ... +28.3
BP PLC 1.74 39.44 +.78 +2.0 +11.4
BkofAm .96 35.79 -1.32 -3.6 +6.3
Benefic A n ... .10 +.05 +86.5 -80.0
BrMySq 2.40 48.28 -3.04 -5.9 -5.9
C3is rs ... 1.87 -2.84 -60.3 -96.5
CampSp 1.48 42.31 -.99 -2.3 -2.1
Caterpillar 5.20 365.63 -13.67 -3.6 +23.7
Chevron 6.52 158.96 -2.64 -1.6 +6.6
Cisco 1.60 48.49 -.06 -0.1 -4.0
Citigroup 2.12 59.68 -1.92 -3.1 +16.0
CocaCola 1.84 58.28 -1.23 -2.1 -1.1
DirSPBr ... 9.42 +.43 +4.8 -18.4
DxSOXBr ... 3.52 +.13 +3.8 -39.5
DxSOXBl ... 41.51 -2.11 -4.8 +32.2
Disney .30 114.01 -4.37 -3.7 +26.3
Eaton 2.92 318.50 -12.01 -3.6 +32.3
EliLilly 5.20 751.64 -32.57 -4.2 +28.9
ExxonMbl 3.80 120.37 -1.00 -0.8 +20.4
FardyFut rs ... .08 +.00 +2.6 -88.5
FordM .60 12.61 -.67 -5.0 +3.4
FrankElec .90 100.45 -2.57 -2.5 +3.9
FrptMcM .30 49.47 +.16 +0.3 +16.2
GE Aero 1.12 154.63 -1.67 -1.1 +51.9
HP Inc 1.02 28.53 -.58 -2.0 -5.2
HomeDp 9.00 342.87 -15.00 -4.2 -1.1
iShSilver ... 25.63 +.60 +2.4 +17.7
iShChinaLC .87 23.84 -.35 -1.4 -.8
iShiBoxIG 3.87 106.06 -.97 -0.9 -4.2
iSh20 yrT 3.05 90.29 -1.10 -1.2 -8.7
iShiBxHYB 5.09 76.37 -.45 -0.6 -1.3
iShR2K 1.77 198.69 -5.76 -2.8 -1.0

Intel .50 35.69 -3.02 -7.8 -29.0
IBM 6.64 182.27 -6.87 -3.6 +11.4
Inv QQQ 1.16 438.27 -2.20 -0.5 +7.0
JaguaH ... .09 +.01 +7.1 -40.4
Kroger 1.16 55.20 -2.11 -3.7 +20.8
LincNat 1.80 28.28 -2.00 -6.6 +4.9
Lowes 4.40 232.05 -7.27 -3.0 +4.3
MarathDig ... 16.11 -2.32 -12.6 -31.4
MarinSft rs ... .49 +.20 +65.9 +33.8
McDnlds 6.68 267.39 +.70 +0.3 -9.8
Microsoft 3.00 421.90 -3.62 -0.9 +12.2
NL Inds .32 7.93 -.25 -3.1 +41.4
NiSource 1.06 27.07 -.12 -0.4 +2.0
Nikola ... .70 -.32 -31.4 -20.0
NorflkSo 5.40 245.74 -4.29 -1.7 +4.0
Nucor 2.16 194.53 -6.44 -3.2 +11.8
Nvidia .16 881.86 +1.78 +0.2 +78.1
PepsiCo 5.06 168.10 -1.04 -0.6 -1.0
Pfizer 1.68 25.86 -.80 -3.0 -10.2
PrUltPQ ... 58.72 -1.14 -1.9 +15.8
PShtQQQ ... 10.89 +.15 +1.4 -19.0
RiviaAu A ... 9.13 -.97 -9.6 -61.1
SpdrDJIA 3.98 379.87 -8.99 -2.3 +.8
S&P500ETF 4.13 510.85 -7.58 -1.5 +7.5
SelinaHos ... .08 +.02 +38.2 -57.3
SoFiTech ... 7.33 -.07 -0.9 -26.3
SPDR Fncl .46 40.06 -1.51 -3.6 +6.5
StlDynam 1.84 140.63 -6.64 -4.5 +19.1
SummW ... .01 -.01 -31.8 -87.2
Tesla ... 171.05 +6.15 +3.7 -31.2
TilrayBr ... 1.82 -.78 -29.9 -20.9
Vale SA 3.08 12.02 +.22 +1.9 -24.2
VanEGold .06 33.76 -.08 -0.2 +8.9
VerizonCm 2.66 39.72 -1.73 -4.2 +5.4
WalMart s .83 60.14 +.29 +0.5 ...
WalgBoots 1.00 17.85 -1.28 -6.7 -31.6
WsteMInc 3.00 205.37 -1.56 -0.8 +14.7
WellsFargo 1.40 56.47 -.93 -1.6 +14.7

Money rateS

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries
 1-year
 2-year
 5-year
 10-year
 30-year

 8.50 8.50
 6.00 6.00
 5.33 5.33

 5.13 5.17
 4.89 4.95
 4.54 4.61
 4.52 4.58
 4.63 4.67

                                     Last    Pvs Day
currencIeS

Australia 1.5488 1.5292
Britain 1.2444 1.2554
Canada 1.3784 1.3684
Euro .9400 .9323
Japan 153.22 153.24
Mexico 16.6686 16.4391
Switzerlnd .9136 .9099

                                   Last        Pvs Day

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All 
others show dollar in foreign currency. 

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
FordM 2122131 12.61 -.67
Pfizer 2049818 25.86 -.80
BkofAm 1881466 35.79 -1.32
AT&T Inc 1808147 16.31 -.83
Vale SA 1795273 12.02 +.22
BarrickGld 1655202 17.86 ...
Carnival 1472057 14.36 -.76
Palantir 1438279 22.67 -.29
GinkgoBi 1155816 1.01 -.07
Transocn 1094291 6.18 -.35

nySe actIveS ($1 or More)nySe GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
OppFi 3.20 +.79 +32.8
Cheetah 4.61 +1.12 +32.1
AptInco 38.36 +7.01 +22.4
BraemHot 2.45 +.44 +21.9
akaBrnd rs 11.76 +1.97 +20.1
Argan 59.77 +9.60 +19.1
Coupang 21.25 +3.01 +16.5
MP Matl 16.84 +2.23 +15.3
Ducomun 54.84 +6.26 +12.9
Perfect 2.66 +.26 +10.8

nySe loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
GlbeLife 59.09 -49.36 -45.5
GCT Semi 6.06 -2.10 -25.7
ATI Phys 4.10 -1.05 -20.4
Ouster rs 7.73 -1.87 -19.5
DesignBr 8.29 -1.77 -17.6
BauschHl 8.76 -1.65 -15.9
CazooG rs 9.72 -1.83 -15.8
Azul 6.57 -1.09 -14.2
BBB Fds n 20.04 -3.22 -13.8
DaqoNEn 23.34 -3.70 -13.7

Stock exchanGe hIGhlIGhtS

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
Tesla 4501735 171.05 +6.15
Apple Inc s 3217789 176.55 +6.97
Intel 3154340 35.69 -3.02
AMD 2627974 163.28 -7.14
TilrayBr 2315663 1.82 -.78
RiviaAu A 2235992 9.13 -.97
SoFiTech 2213396 7.33 -.07
C3is rs 2115691 1.87 -2.84
Nvidia 2067818 881.86 +1.78
Amazon 1900300 186.13 +1.06

naSdaq actIveS ($1 or More)naSdaq GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
RntRnwA rs 19.23 +14.45 +302.3
EcoWvPw 3.70 +2.36 +176.1
Iczoom A 45.05 +25.46 +130.0
AdialPh rs 2.33 +1.17 +100.9
BoneBio wt 19.00 +9.01 +90.2
AlpImmu 64.37 +29.46 +84.4
Solowin n 10.50 +4.34 +70.5
EliemTh 4.31 +1.71 +65.8
TechPrec n 5.45 +2.11 +63.2
EtaoIntl rs 4.00 +1.51 +60.5

naSdaq loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Tracon rs 2.36 -2.74 -53.7
Allarty rs 2.10 -2.42 -53.5
DigitBrnd wt 6.00 -6.13 -50.5
PerionNwk 12.58 -8.53 -40.4
AvitaThe 9.88 -5.51 -35.8
Esperion 2.14 -1.10 -34.0
Aerwins rs 3.43 -1.72 -33.3
Lexaria 2.12 -.93 -30.5
Vivopwr rs 4.02 -1.67 -29.3
ChXiang rs 2.92 -1.20 -29.1
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Close: 5,123.41

1-week change: -80.93 (-1.6%)

S&P 500
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BASKETBALL
NBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
z-Boston	 63	 18	 .778	 —
x-New York	 49	 32	 .605	 14
Philadelphia	 46	 35	 .568	 17
Brooklyn	 32	 49	 .395	 31
Toronto	 25	 56	 .309	 38

Southeast Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Orlando	 46	 35	 .568	 —
Miami	 45	 36	 .556	 1
Atlanta	 36	 45	 .444	 10
Charlotte	 20	 61	 .247	 26
Washington	 15	 66	 .185	 31

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-Milwaukee	 49	 32	 .605	 —
Cleveland	 48	 33	 .593	 1
Indiana	 46	 35	 .568	 3
Chicago	 39	 42	 .481	 10
Detroit	 14	 67	 .173	 35

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
y-Dallas	 50	 31	 .617	 —
New Orleans	 48	 32	 .600	 1½
Houston	 39	 41	 .488	 10½
Memphis	 27	 54	 .333	 23
San Antonio	 21	 60	 .259	 29

Northwest Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-Oklahoma City	56	25	 .691	 —
x-Minnesota	 56	 25	 .691	 —
x-Denver	 56	 25	 .691	 —
Utah	 30	 50	 .375	 25½
Portland	 21	 59	 .263	 34½

Pacific Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

y-L.A. Clippers	51	 29	 .638	 —
Phoenix	 47	 33	 .588	 4
L.A. Lakers	 46	 35	 .568	 5½
Sacramento	 45	 35	 .563	 6
Golden State	 45	 35	 .563	 6
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference

Thursday’s Games
Chicago 127, Detroit 105
New York 118, Boston 109
Utah 124, Houston 121
Golden State 100, Portland 92
New Orleans 135, Sacramento 123

Friday’s Games
Chicago 129, Washington 127
Philadelphia 125, Orlando 113
Boston 131, Charlotte 98
Cleveland 129, Indiana 120
New York 111, Brooklyn 107
San Antonio 121, Denver 120
L.A. Lakers 123, Memphis 120
Miami 125, Toronto 103
Minnesota 109, Atlanta 106
Oklahoma City 125, Milwaukee 107
Detroit 107, Dallas 89
Houston at Portland, late.
New Orleans at Golden State, late
Phoenix at Sacramento, late
Utah at L.A. Clippers, late

Saturday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Sunday’s Games
Atlanta at Indiana, 1 p.m.
Brooklyn at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Charlotte at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Chicago at New York, 1 p.m.
Milwaukee at Orlando, 1 p.m.
Toronto at Miami, 1 p.m.
Washington at Boston, 1 p.m.
Dallas at Oklahoma City, 3:30 p.m.
Denver at Memphis, 3:30 p.m.
Detroit at San Antonio, 3:30 p.m.
Houston at L.A. Clippers, 3:30 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at New Orleans, 3:30 

p.m.
Phoenix at Minnesota, 3:30 p.m.
Portland at Sacramento, 3:30 p.m.
Utah at Golden State, 3:30 p.m.

Monday’s Games

No games scheduled.

HOCKEY
NHL.

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
x-Boston	 79	46	18	 15	107	260	215
x-Florida	 80	50	24	 6	106	260	196
x-Toronto	 79	46	24	 9	101	293	247
x-Tampa Bay	79	44	27	 8	 96	281	256
Detroit	 79	38	32	 9	 85	263	262
Buffalo	 80	38	37	 5	 81	240	239
Ottawa	 79	35	40	 4	 74	247	272
Montreal	 79	30	36	 13	 73	224	274

Metropolitan Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

x-NY Rangers	80	53	23	 4	110	275	227
x-Carolina	 80	51	22	 7	109	272	208
N.Y. Islanders	79	37	27	15	 89	235	255
Pittsburgh	 79	37	30	 12	 86	243	238
Washington	79	37	31	 11	 85	212	254
Philadelphia	80	37	32	 11	 85	233	259
New Jersey	80	38	37	 5	 81	263	278
Columbus	 80	26	42	 12	 64	227	291

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
x-Dallas	 80	50	21	 9	109	293	232
x-Winnipeg	79	49	24	 6	104	244	194
x-Colorado	79	49	24	 6	104	296	242
x-Nashville	80	46	29	 5	 97	261	240
St. Louis	 80	42	33	 5	 89	234	247
Minnesota	 78	37	32	 9	 83	237	249
Arizona	 79	34	40	 5	 73	243	264
Chicago	 79	23	51	 5	 51	172	278

Pacific Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

x-Vancouver	79	48	22	 9	105	270	217
x-Edmonton	77	48	24	 5	101	279	219
x-Los Angeles	79	42	26	11	 95	247	207
Vegas	 78	42	28	 8	 92	252	235
Seattle	 78	33	32	 13	 79	208	222
Calgary	 78	35	38	 5	 75	235	258
Anaheim	 79	26	48	 5	 57	196	285
San Jose	 79	19	51	 9	 47	176	311
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three teams 
in each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs.

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference

Thursday’s Games
Florida 4, Columbus 0
Buffalo 4, Washington 2
Philadelphia 4, N.Y. Rangers 1
New Jersey 6, Toronto 5
Pittsburgh 6, Detroit 5, OT
Ottawa 3, Tampa Bay 2, SO
N.Y. Islanders 3, Montreal 2, OT
Winnipeg 3, Dallas 0
San Jose 3, Seattle 1
Los Angeles 4, Calgary 1

Friday’s Games
Carolina 5, St. Louis 2
Nashville 5, Chicago 1
Arizona at Edmonton, late
Calgary at Anaheim, late
Minnesota at Vegas, late

Saturday’s Games
N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers, 

12:30 p.m.
Seattle at Dallas, 3 p.m.
Winnipeg at Colorado, 4 p.m.
Buffalo at Florida, 5 p.m.
New Jersey at Philadelphia, 5 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Washington, 5:30 p.m.
Detroit at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Boston at Pittsburgh, 8 p.m.
Columbus at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Vancouver at Edmonton, 10 p.m.
Anaheim at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.
Minnesota at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Seattle at St. Louis, 1 p.m.
Colorado at Vegas, 3:30 p.m.
Carolina at Chicago, 6 p.m.

Arizona at Calgary, 8 p.m.
Monday’s Games

Boston at Washington, 7 p.m.
Buffalo at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Detroit, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at N.Y. Rangers, 7:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Los Angeles, 9:30 p.m.
San Jose at Edmonton, 9:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
New York	 10	 3	 .769	 —
Baltimore	 8	 5	 .615	 2
Tampa Bay	 8	 6	 .571	 2½
Boston	 7	 7	 .500	 3½
Toronto	 6	 8	 .429	 4½

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Cleveland	 9	 3	 .750	 —
Detroit	 8	 4	 .667	 1
Kansas City	 9	 5	 .643	 1
Minnesota	 4	 7	 .364	 4½
Chicago	 2	 11	 .154	 7½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Texas	 8	 6	 .571	 —
Los Angeles	 7	 6	 .538	 ½
Oakland	 5	 8	 .385	 2½
Seattle	 5	 8	 .385	 2½
Houston	 4	 11	 .267	 4½

Thursday’s Games
Kansas City 13, Houston 3
Oakland 1, Texas 0
Baltimore 9, Boston 4, 10 innings
Minnesota at Detroit, ppd.

Friday’s Games
Tampa Bay 2, San Francisco 1
Detroit 8, Minnesota 2
N.Y. Mets 6, Kansas City 1
L.A. Angels 7, Boston 0
Milwaukee 11, Baltimore 1
Colorado 12, Toronto 4
Cincinnati 11, Chicago White Sox 1
Texas 12, Houston 8
Chicago Cubs at Seattle, late.
Washington at Oakland, late
N.Y. Yankees at Cleveland, ppd.

Saturday’s Games
N.Y. Yankees (Schmidt 0-0) at 

Cleveland (Carrasco 0-0), 12:10 p.m., 
1st game

Minnesota (Ryan 0-1) at Detroit 
(Maeda 0-1), 1:10 p.m., 1st game

Kansas City (Marsh 1-0) at N.Y. Mets 
(Manaea 1-0), 1:40 p.m.

Cincinnati (Lodolo 0-0) at Chicago 
White Sox (Crochet 1-1), 2:10 p.m.

Colorado (Hudson 0-2) at Toronto 
(Francis 0-2), 3:07 p.m.

Milwaukee (Hall 0-1) at Baltimore 
(Kremer 0-0), 4:05 p.m.

Texas (Heaney 0-2) at Houston 
(Blanco 2-0), 4:05 p.m.

Washington (Gore 1-0) at Oakland 
(Boyle 1-1), 4:07 p.m.

L.A. Angels (Canning 0-1) at Boston 
(TBD), 4:10 p.m.

San Francisco (Webb 0-1) at Tampa 
Bay (Pepiot 1-1), 4:10 p.m.

Minnesota (Woods Richardson 0-0) 
at Detroit (Manning 0-0), 5:40 p.m., 
2nd game

N.Y. Yankees (Poteet 0-0) at Cleve-
land (McKenzie 1-1), 6:10 p.m., 2nd 
game

Chicago Cubs (Imanaga 1-0) at 
Seattle (Hancock 1-1), 9:40 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
L.A. Angels at Boston, 1:35 p.m.
Milwaukee at Baltimore, 1:35 p.m.
Colorado at Toronto, 1:37 p.m.
Kansas City at N.Y. Mets, 1:40 p.m.
Minnesota at Detroit, 1:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Cleveland, 1:40 p.m.
San Francisco at Tampa Bay, 1:40 

p.m.
Cincinnati at Chicago White Sox, 

2:10 p.m.
Texas at Houston, 2:10 p.m.
Washington at Oakland, 4:07 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Seattle, 4:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Atlanta	 8	 4	 .667	 —
Philadelphia	 7	 7	 .500	 2
New York	 6	 7	 .462	 2½
Washington	 5	 7	 .417	 3
Miami	 2	 12	 .143	 7

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 9	 3	 .750	 —
Pittsburgh	 10	 4	 .714	 —
Chicago	 7	 5	 .583	 2
Cincinnati	 7	 6	 .538	 2½
St. Louis	 6	 7	 .462	 3½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Los Angeles	 10	 5	 .667	 —
San Diego	 7	 8	 .467	 3
Arizona	 6	 7	 .462	 3
San Francisco	 5	 9	 .357	 4½
Colorado	 4	 10	 .286	 5½

Thursday’s Games
N.Y. Mets 16, Atlanta 4
Philadelphia 5, Pittsburgh 1
Milwaukee at Cincinnati, ppd.

Friday’s Games
Tampa Bay 2, San Francisco 1
N.Y. Mets 6, Kansas City 1
Pittsburgh 5, Philadelphia 2
Atlanta 8, Miami 1
Milwaukee 11, Baltimore 1
Colorado 12, Toronto 4
Cincinnati 11, Chicago White 

Sox 1
Chicago Cubs at Seattle, late
St. Louis at Arizona, late
Washington at Oakland, late
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers, late

Saturday’s Games
Kansas City (Marsh 1-0) at N.Y. 

Mets (Manaea 1-0), 1:40 p.m.
Cincinnati (Lodolo 0-0) at Chicago 

White Sox (Crochet 1-1), 2:10 p.m.
Colorado (Hudson 0-2) at Toronto 

(Francis 0-2), 3:07 p.m.
Milwaukee (Hall 0-1) at Baltimore 

(Kremer 0-0), 4:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Gonzales 0-0) at Phila-

delphia (Turnbull 1-0), 4:05 p.m.
Washington (Gore 1-0) at Oakland 

(Boyle 1-1), 4:07 p.m.
Atlanta (Sale 1-0) at Miami (Meyer 

1-0), 4:10 p.m.
San Francisco (Webb 0-1) at Tam-

pa Bay (Pepiot 1-1), 4:10 p.m.
St. Louis (Gibson 1-1) at Arizona 

(Nelson 0-2), 8:10 p.m.
San Diego (Waldron 0-1) at L.A. 

Dodgers (Stone 0-1), 9:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Imanaga 1-0) at 

Seattle (Hancock 1-1), 9:40 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Milwaukee at Baltimore, 1:35 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 1:35 

p.m.
Colorado at Toronto, 1:37 p.m.
Atlanta at Miami, 1:40 p.m.
Kansas City at N.Y. Mets, 1:40 

p.m.
San Francisco at Tampa Bay, 1:40 

p.m.
Cincinnati at Chicago White Sox, 

2:10 p.m.
Washington at Oakland, 4:07 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Seattle, 4:10 

p.m.
St. Louis at Arizona, 4:10 p.m.
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers, 7:10 

p.m.

Midwest League
Friday’s Games

Lake County 7, Fort Wayne 6

News-Banner Scoreboard

By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer

AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) — Max 
Homa played the most beautifully bor-
ing round of golf amid raging wind 
and endless calamity Friday in the 
Masters, giving him a share of the 
lead with Scottie Scheffler and Bryson 
DeChambeau going into a weekend for 
the survivors.

Homa made 15 pars — they all 
felt so much better than that — for a 
1-under 71.

Scheffler finally made his first 
bogey of the Masters and then a few 
more, but he was rock solid down the 
stretch for a 72, his highest score of 
the year. DeChambeau played the 13th 
hole from the 14th fairway — at one 
point hoisting a wooden directional 
sign over his shoulder as he plotted his 
move — and finished with a 73.

For some 12 hours, the wind roared 
through the pines, scattered magnolia 
leaves across pristine Augusta Nation-
al, and blew sand out of the white bun-
kers and into the faces of the players as 
they tried to handle a beast of a course.

“Mostly what I was trying to do out 
there was make a bunch of pars and 
stay in the golf tournament,” Scheffler 
said, a testament to just how difficult it 
was.

The 60 players who made the cut at 
6-over 150 are expected to get a slight 
reprieve, though still plenty of wind. 
And that weekend will include Tiger 
Woods.

Woods set a Masters record by mak-
ing the cut for the 24th consecutive 
time. He had to play 23 holes — five 
in the morning to finish the weather-
delayed first round, and then a second 
round in which he kept the ball in play 
and posted an even-par 72.

He was only seven shots behind and 
still very much in the tournament.

“I’m here. I have a chance to win 
the golf tournament,” Woods said. “I 
got my two rounds in.”

That’s really what it was all about 
— finishing, surviving.

“That was about as happy as you 
could be to be off of a golf course,” 
Homa said. “That was so hard. We got 
the sand shower to end our day. So it 
was kind of the golf course saying, 

‘Get the hell out of here.’”
The average score was 75.09. Only 

eight players broke par, the same num-
ber of players who shot 80 or higher. 
Ludvig Aberg had the low round at 69.

“I’ve never experienced anything 
like this before,” DeChambeau said. 
“But what a great test.”

Homa heard some of the loudest 
cheers, even if they weren’t for him. 
He spent two days with Woods, and 
caught the full experience of largest 
galleries, all of them rising to their feet 
when Woods approached tee boxes, 
or the 15th green that he managed to 
reach in two.

“The memories will just be a lot of 
the Tiger stuff,” Homa said. “I hope to 
build my own come this weekend, but 
I fortunately think I’ve done a good 
enough job of playing it one shot at a 
time that I can’t really remember a ton 
of the round at the moment. I played 
really well, and I tried to play as boring 
as possible.

“I think just the view of this beauti-
ful golf course with the sea of fans, it 
will be seared in my brain for a while.”

The leaders were at 6-under 138, 
two shots clear of Masters newcomer 
Nicolai Hojgaard of Denmark, who 
shot a 73. Two-time major champion 
Collin Morikawa, one of only two 
fortunate souls to break par each of 
the first two rounds, had a 70 and was 
three behind.

Justin Thomas will have far worse 
memories. He was even par for the 
tournament on the par-5 15th hole, 
very much in the tournament. He hit 
iron to lay up and it raced along the 
turf and into the pond. That was the 
start of a double bogey-double bogey-
bogey-double bogey finish. He shot 79 
and missed the cut by one shot.

Defending champion Jon Rahm and 
Rory McIlroy looked as though they 
might join him, but that was before the 
cut line began to move.

Rahm made a late charge for a 76, 
leaving him 11 shots out of the lead. 
McIlroy, missing only the Masters for 
the career Grand Slam, didn’t make a 
birdie for only the third time in his 56 
trips around Augusta National. He shot 
77 and was 10 shots back.

Homa has some experience of the 

grandest of stages, playing with Woods 
during his final British Open at St. 
Andrews. He was far more comfort-
able with Woods at Augusta Nation-
al, and his game was a big part of it. 
Homa picked up two early birdies, one 
of them on the par-3 fourth when he 
had to hit 7-wood.

His lone bogey was on the 11th, 
the hardest hole at Augusta National, 
and he buckled down against the most 
extreme conditions.

DeChambeau was the only player 
to reach 8 under at any point with his 
birdie on the 13th hole that was quite 
the expedition. He drove right into the 
pines and didn’t see a clear route back 
to the fairway — not the 13th fairway, 
anyway.

So he looked to the right toward the 
14th hole, even removing the sign post 
that he briefly carried over his shoulder 
— “It was probably 30 pounds, not too 
bad,” he said — and left himself 145 
yards over the tributary to Rae’s Creek 
to a back right pin.

“The patrons were nice enough to 
move over to the side to make sure it 
was wide enough so if I hit an errant 
one, nobody would get hit by the ball,” 
he said. “I hit a great great shot around 
the corner and was able to take advan-
tage of a pretty open entrance to the 
green.”

He hit it to about 15 feet for birdie 
and dropped two shots coming in. In 
those conditions, that was acceptable.

The wind was so fierce that players 
thought it might be called, with balls 
oscillating and gusts arriving without 
notice. As it was, the rounds took near-
ly six hours to play.

Scheffler hit driver and 3-iron onto 
the 15th green on Thursday, and driver 
and 3-iron just to lay up on the 15th on 
Friday.

“It can be three clubs different, 
depending on what time you hit it,” 
Harris English said. “Ten to 20 sec-
onds later or earlier, it can be a totally 
different shot.”

Among those making the cut were 
three Masters champions — 58-year-
old Jose Maria Olazabal, 61-year-
old Vijay Singh and 53-year-old Phil 
Mickelson — who have combined to 
play the Masters 97 times.

Bluffton Parks events
place at Pickett’s Run Park for a $5 
cost. Participants receive a finisher 
medal and awards for the top three 
boys and girls in each age group 
(3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10 and 11-12). 
A foam machine and more activi-

ties will be there after the race. You 
can pre-register at raceroster.com/
events/2024/88159/fastest-kid-in-town.

Parlor City Trot Half Marathon
A 10K and 5K will take place hosted 

by the Bluffton Parks at 7 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug 31. This is the 50th running of the 

Parlor City Trot and is a FWRC point 
series event AND the Road Runner’s 
Club of America’s Indiana State Cham-
pionship Half Marathon event. Training 
group options will be announced soon. 
Early registration is at raceroster.com/
events/2024/82437/parlor-city-trot.

(Continued from Page A1)

Scheffler, DeChambeau and Homa hold 
on to share the lead at Day 2 of Masters
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Struggling to make and keep 
friends in a new city

Dear Annie: I have a friend, “Donna,” 
who lives in another state. We’ve been 
friends for three years. Due to past trauma 
of being cheated on, I have trust issues, 
not just in relationships but friendships as 
well. I’ve damaged and even lost a few 
friends because of these issues. 

Donna is an introvert and doesn’t want 
to talk all the time. I’m more extroverted. 
When she says she can’t or doesn’t want 
to talk, I have doubts about our friend-
ship and it causes fights between us. It 
hurts because I know she’s a true friend, 
but I struggle to bring myself to trust her 
because I think about what I’ve experi-
enced before.

Truth be told, ever since I moved, I’ve 
missed having a true friend who’s close 
by. Making friends where I moved to has 
been a struggle. I’ve tried counseling, but 
it is expensive. I want to go, but affording 
it is a challenge. I dislike where I moved 
from but miss the hell out of my friend. 
Please help. — Lonely in Wyoming

Dear Lonely: Don’t take Donna’s 
introversion too personally. Everyone has 
different communication styles, and just 
because yours don’t exactly match doesn’t 
mean she doesn’t still love and value your 
friendship. Let her know how much you 
miss her and how you’ve been struggling 
in isolation after your move. Suggest that 
you set a standing date — once a week or 
every other — for a phone call or Face-
Time to catch up and keep in touch. 

As for settling in in your new city, put 
your extroversion into volunteering, join-
ing a club or hitting some local scenes 
to meet people who share your interests. 
There might also be online therapy or 
low-cost counseling near you that’s more 
affordable than the options you’ve already 
looked into. Remember that growth takes 
time. Be gentle with yourself. 

Dear Annie: I wanted to take a moment 
and let you know how much I enjoy your 
column; I think you give the best respons-
es to your readers. I do not have a ques-
tion, but rather some valuable advice 
for your readers. You see, I grew up in 
a home with a toxic marriage modeled 
by my parents. I remember being about 

10 when my mom 
found out about my 
dad’s affair and we 
rode around with a 
baseball bat, search-
ing for the “other 
woman.” 

Fast forward, 
they just  cel-
ebrated 50 years 
together, and my 
dad calls me com-
plaining about my 
mom, and my mom 
calls me complaining about my dad. I am 
frankly TIRED of it. If you are in a bad 
marriage, consider this your approval to 
end it. I married a man who my counselor 
said was cut from the same cloth as my 
mom. It is true! We model and are drawn 
to it and don’t even realize it.

My mom always taught me that you 
stay no matter what. I am about to gradu-
ate college and will be a social worker. I 
am so excited to empower/teach others to 
end what does not serve them. Love is not 
enduring unlimited abuse, and you don’t 
get a trophy for the years you stay. This 
really damages the children; they typically 
grow up modeling the same stuff they’ve 
seen, and when you put them in the mid-
dle, it sucks! The more I heal, the more 
dysfunction I see. — Willing to Walk

Dear Willing: Thank you for your letter 
and wise words. I’m sorry to hear about 
all the traumas you’ve experienced but 
am glad they have given you such a strong 
sense of self-worth and awareness of what 
you deserve. I agree it’s so important to 
protect ourselves, our mental peace and 
overall well-being. Here’s to letting go of 
the things that do not serve us. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communica-
tion and reconciliation — is available as a 
paperback and e-book. Visit http://www.
creatorspublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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We should ask God 
to teach us whatever 
lessons He has for us

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | April 13 - 19, 2024    | 5 Saturday evening
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Swan's 
Place 

Let's Take 
It Outside 

A Fishing 
Story 

Life's 
Highway 

Living the 
Dream 

Divine Life Sue Thomas F.B.Eye Founda-
tion 

Pacific Garden Mission CURE America BillyGr-
aham.TV 

The Listen 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
(3:00) Masters Tourn. Third Round From Augusta 
National Golf Club in Augusta, Ga. (L) (N) 

To Be Announced So Help Me Todd
"Iceland Was Horrible" 

48 Hours 48 Hours (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) IN 
Focus (N) 

(:05) The Equalizer "Vox 
Populi" 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Law & Order: SVU "The 
Undiscovered Country" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Chasing Demons" 

NWSL- Pre
(N) 

NWSL San Diego Wave FC at Racing Louisville FC 
From Lynn Family Stadium in Louisville, Ky. (L) (N) 

NWSL Soccer Angel City FC at Chicago Red Stars
From SeatGeek Stadium in Bridgeview, Ill. (L) (N) 

NWSL-
Post (P) (N)

Bull "Light My Fire" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
(3:00) NHL Hockey ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

NHL Hockey Boston Bruins at Pittsburgh Penguins From PPG Paints Arena in 
Pittsburgh. (L) (N) 

ABC21 (N) Investig-
ateTV (N) 

Seinfeld Modern 
Family 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Chasing Gold: Paris 
2024 

Local 
Program 

NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

The Wall "Kavi and 
Radhika" 

Weak Link "In a World 
of Karens, Be a Jane" 

Saturday Night Live
Kristen Wiig; Raye (N) 

News (N) Saturday Night Live Ryan Gosling; 
Chris Stapleton (L) (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
World Chase Tag Chicago Fire "Funny 

What Things Remind Us"
Chicago Fire "My Lucky 
Day" 

9-1-1 "Point of Origin" The Rookie "The Ride 
Along" 

Major Crimes "The 
Deep End" 

Murdoch "Pendrick's 
Planetary Parlour" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Paranoia" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
Bloodline Detectives Bob's 

Burgers 
Bob's 
Burgers 

The Good Doctor < I Am Heath Ledger (2017, Documentary) (P) The 
Liquidator 

TMZ (N) <++ Heaven Is for Real (‘14) Kelly 
Reilly, Greg Kinnear. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Weekend 
(N) 

Plan Antiques Roadshow
"Santa Clara Hour 1" 

The Lawrence Welk 
Show "Easter" 

Doc Martin "From the 
Mouths of Babes" 

Keep-
Appear 

As Time 
Goes By 

Mr. Bean The Life of 
a Musician

Austin City Limits "Lil 
Yachty; Sudan Archives" 

<++ Road to Bali (‘52) 
Bob Hope, Bing Crosby. 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Woods-
mith Shop 

American 
Woodshop 

Weekend 
(N) 

Joy/Pain-
ting 

Woodsongs Eye of the Storm LIFT -- Connecting Humanity The Life of 
a Musician

Austin City Limits "Lil 
Yachty; Sudan Archives" 

NOVA "Ancient Maya 
Metropolis" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
(4:30) MLS Soccer Los Angeles FC at Portland 
Timbers From Providence Park in Portland, Ore. (N) 

United Football League Memphis Showboats at Birmingham Stallions From 
Protective Stadium in Birmingham, Ala. (L) (N) 

News at 
10 (N) 

Big Bang We Are Family "Oh 
Brother!" 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < Secrets of a 
Gold Digger Killer 

< Secret Life of a Sorority Girl (2024, Drama)
Philip Boyd, Jessica Morris. 

< Secret Life of the Pastor's Wife (2024, Thriller)
Andrew Fultz, Mike C. Manning, Jennings Rice. (P) 

(:05) < My Husband's Secret Life (2017, Thriller)
Brett Donahue, Mylene Dinh-Robic, Kara Killmer. 

< Secret Life of the 
Pastor's Wife 

FX  24 132 136 148 Movie <+++ Free Guy (‘21) Jodie Comer, Joe Keery, Ryan Reynolds. <++ Ghostbusters: Afterlife (‘21) Carrie Coon. <++ Ghostbusters: Afterlife (‘21) Finn Wolfhard, Carrie Coon. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(3:00) <++ The Lost 
World: Jurassic Park 

<+++ Jurassic Park (1993, Adventure) Laura Dern, Jeff Goldblum, Sam 
Neill. 

<++ The Lost World: Jurassic Park (1997, Adventure) Julianne Moore,
Pete Postlethwaite, Jeff Goldblum. 

<+++ Gone Girl (‘14) 
Ben Affleck. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
(2:30) <++ F9 The Fast 
Saga (‘21) Vin Diesel. 

<++ The Equalizer (2014, Action) Marton Csokas, Chloë Grace Moretz,
Denzel Washington. 

<++ F9 The Fast Saga (2021, Action) Michelle Rodriguez, Jordana Brewster, Vin Diesel. <++ The 
Equalizer 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(4:00) Alabama: A-Day 
(L) (N) 

UFC 300: Pereira vs. Hill - Early Prelims UFC Jiri Prochazka vs. Aleksandar Rakic, light 
heavyweight. From T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas. 

Boxing Top Rank Boxing: Anderson vs. Merhy (L) (N) SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NCAA Pregame (L) (N) Hockey NCAA Tournament, Championship: Teams TBA (L) (N) College Baseball Mississippi State at Ole Miss (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) Movie 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Sports 
Stars 

United Fight Alliance Life Spring 
Training 

Cardinals 
Insider 

Cardinals! 
Pre (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Arizona Diamondbacks From Chase Field 
in Phoenix. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

Cardinals 
Kids TV 

MLB Baseball

USA  34 133 105 242 
(:05) <++ Fast Five (2011, Action) Paul Walker, Jordana Brewster, Vin Diesel. <++ Fast & Furious 6 (2013, Action) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin 

Diesel. 
<++ Fast & Furious 6 (2013, Action) Paul 
Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin Diesel. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition Unknown 
"Plummer's Gold" 

Expedition Unknown
"Lasseter's Gold" 

Expedition Unknown Expedition Unknown
"World's 8th Wonder" 

Expedition Unknown
"City of Gold" 

Expedition "The Legend 
of Jesse James" 

Expedition "The 
Fortune of the Buzzard" 

Expedition Unknown 
"World's 8th Wonder" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Seeking Sister Wife Seeking Sister Wife Seeking Sister Wife Love in Paradise Love in Paradise Love in Paradise 90 Day Fiancé Love in Paradise

HIST  38 77 120 269 
(4:00) Ancient Aliens 
"The Visitors" 

UnBelievable 
"Outlandish Inventions" 

UnBelievable "Weird 
Weapons" 

UnBelievable "Bizarre 
Deaths" 

UnBelievable "What 
Lies Beneath" 

(:05) UnBelievable
"Astonishing Bodies" 

(:05) UnBelievable
"Unusual Rituals" 

(:05) UnBelievable 
"Bizarre Deaths" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Family First" First 48 "Bridge of Lies" First 48 "Freestyling" The First 48 "Tracked" The First 48 The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) First 48 "Tracked" 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Winter in Vail 
(‘20) Lacey Chabert. 

< An Easter Bloom (2024, Drama) Ben 
Hollingsworth, Frances Flanagan, Aimee Teegarden.

< Legend of the Lost Locket (2024, Drama) Viv 
Leacock, Samantha Cole, Natasha Burnett. (P) 

< A Royal Runaway Romance (‘22) Brant 
Daugherty, Philippa Northeast. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(:05) <+++ Freaky (2020, Horror) Kathryn Newton, Katie 
Finneran, Vince Vaughn. 

<+++ John Wick (2014, Action) Michael Nyqvist, 
Alfie Allen, Keanu Reeves. 

(:35) <+++ John Wick: Chapter 2 (2017, Action) Common,
Laurence Fishburne, Keanu Reeves. 

(:05) Chucky "Death 
Becomes Her" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 (3:30) < Pitch Perfect <++ Pitch Perfect 3 (‘17) Anna Kendrick. Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <+++ Pitch Perfect (‘12) Anna Kendrick. Movie 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
<++ Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (2019, Sci-Fi) Mark Hamill, Adam 
Driver, Carrie Fisher. 

Collision Exciting matches, stories and action 
featuring the world-class All Elite Wrestling roster. 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Battle of the Belts (N) 

<+++ The Martian (2015, Sci-Fi) Jessica 
Chastain, Kristen Wiig, Matt Damon. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:00) <++ 
Rampage 

<++ The Day After Tomorrow (2004, Action) Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Ian Holm, Dennis Quaid. 

<+++ The Avengers (2012, Action) Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, Robert 
Downey Jr.. 

(:15) <++ Con Air (1997, Action) John Cusack, 
John Malkovich, Nicolas Cage. 

COM  47  107 249 <+++ 21 Jump Street (‘12) Channing Tatum, Jonah Hill. <+++ 22 Jump Street (‘14) Channing Tatum, Jonah Hill. <+++ The Other Guys (‘10) Mark Wahlberg, Will Ferrell. South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:00) MLB Baseball Texas Rangers at Houston 
Astros From Minute Maid Park in Houston. (L) (N) 

Postgame Women's Basketball Nike Hoop Summit: USA vs. 
World From Moda Center in Portland, Ore. (L) (N) 

Bridge 
Show 

Basketball Nike Hoop Summit: USA vs. World From 
Moda Center in Portland, Ore. (L) (N) 

UFL Memphis Showboats 
at Birmingham Stallions 

WGN  53   307 Blue Bloods Blue Bloods NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Sharif Returns" NCIS "Blowback" NCIS NCIS NCIS "Skeletons" NCIS "Iceman" NCIS "Grace Period" NCIS "Cover Story" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck
NICK  68  170 299 (4:30) <+++ Dora and the Lost City of Gold <++ Sonic the Hedgehog (‘20) Jim Carrey, James Marsden. Sheldon Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Kiff Big City Big City Big City Big City Big City Mickey (N) Monsters Monsters Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:00) <++ 
Jumanji 

<++ National Treasure (2004, Adventure) Diane Kruger, Justin Bartha,
Nicolas Cage. 

(:40) <++ National Treasure: Book of Secrets (2007, Action)
Jon Voight, Harvey Keitel, Nicolas Cage. 

(:20) <++ Men in Black: International (‘19) Tessa 
Thompson, Kumail Nanjiani, Chris Hemsworth. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:15) <+++ Avatar (2009, Sci-Fi) Zoe Saldana, Sigourney Weaver, Sam 
Worthington. 

<+++ The Zone of Interest (‘23) 
Sandra Hüller, Christian Friedel. (P) 

(:50) The Regime "Don't 
Yet Rejoice" 

(:50) Jerrod 
Carmichael

(:20) Enthusiasm "No 
Lessons Learned" 

(:15) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:40) < The Frozen Ground (‘13) 
John Cusack, Nicolas Cage. 

(:25) <+++ Source Code (‘11)
Michelle Monaghan, Jake Gyllenhaal. 

<+++ The Witch (‘15) Ralph 
Ineson, Kate Dickie, Anya Taylor-Joy. 

(:35) <++ Victor Frankenstein (‘15)
James McAvoy, Daniel Radcliffe. 

(:25) <+++ Enemy (‘13) Mélanie 
Laurent, Jake Gyllenhaal. 

(:55) < Into 
the Forest 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:15) <++ Rambo III 
(‘88) Sylvester Stallone. 

A Gentleman in 
Moscow "An Invitation"

<++++ The Godfather (1972, Crime Story) Al Pacino, James Caan, Marlon 
Brando. 

<++++ The Godfather, Part II (1974, Crime Story) Robert Duvall, Diane 
Keaton, Al Pacino. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:10) <+++ The 
Terminal Tom Hanks. 

(:20) <++ Good Burger (1997, Children) Kenan 
Thompson, Sinbad, Kel Mitchell. 

<+++ Mean Girls (‘04) Rachel 
McAdams, Tina Fey, Lindsay Lohan. 

(:40) <++ The DUFF (2015, Romance) Robbie 
Amell, Bella Thorne, Mae Whitman. 

(:25) <++ Last Vegas (‘13) Robert De 
Niro, Michael Douglas. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: It has been 
gut wrenching to watch my 
parents grow old and exist 
in bad health that keeps get-
ting worse. Why does God 
allow people, especially 
people who follow Him, to 
suffer so? The dying process 
is grotesque, and I think it is 
worse for the caregiver than 
the patient because we have 
no control of the outcome. – 
D.P.

Answer: Many people 
have experienced watching 
a loved one grow old and 
struggle with pain and dis-
comfort for great lengths of 
time. No one knows com-
pletely why, but the Bible 
tells us that we live in a 
fallen world and much of 
what happens falls far short 

of God’s original plan. 
Why? Because man dis-
obeyed God and rebelled 
against Him.

But even when we can’t 
totally understand why 
God allows things like this 
to happen, He can still be 
trusted to do what is right. 
God is sovereign and He 
knows what is best for the 
one who is suffering and 
for those caring for them. 
In God’s time, He will take 
the suffering saint to be with 
Him.

When someone is dying, 
we should ask God to teach 
us whatever lessons He has 
for us in this experience. 
Sometimes, God allows a 
loved one to linger because 
family members need to 

come together and be rec-
onciled to one another. God 
also may use situations like 
this to teach us how to love 
others who are in need and 
to remind us of the brevity 
of life.

We can react with bitter-
ness and hate God, as some 
do, or we can accept suffer-
ing as a natural part of life 
and a condition that comes 
with living in this world. 
We cannot avoid suffering, 
but we can determine our 
response to it.

(This column is based on 
the words and writings of 
the late Rev. Billy Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by April 20,
2024.

LOOKING FOR

EMPLOYEES?

Place a 20 word line classified
ad for a month for $52. Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or online
at www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

AMERICAN LEGION POST

111 in Bluffton is looking to
hire bartender for days from 11
-4 Tuesday through Friday.
Must have current Indiana
state license and be non-
smoker.
Also wanted to hire short order
cook for 24 hours a week
10:30-1, 4-7:30 Tuesday
through Friday. Non-smoker
only apply and must be de-
pendable.
Ideal positions for recently re-
tired person and can be
trained if the person is motivat-
ed. Applications available at
the Post on 111 W. Washing-
ton St. (EAP1)

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Pets
ZAILEY, $400, BORN Decem-
ber 23, 2019. She is four years
old and is spayed, and up to
date on all shots. She is a pure
bred Chocolate Lab. Good
with children, dogs, cats. Ne-
gotiable, message me, (765)
348-7811.

LEO, FOR SALE, $400.00.
He was born November 28,
2023. Leo is half Manx and
half Rag doll. He has the
stumpy tail. Leo is black and
white, and his coat is slick
and shiny. He has had all
shots, but has a slight hernia,
that can be fixed. At six
months, I will take off
$100.00 to get hernia fixed,
you would pay the rest. Ne-
gotiable, message me, (765)
348-7811.

REHOMING AKC CHOCO-

LATE & YELLOW LAB PUP-
PIES Be ready April 26th.
1st shots and wormed.
2 yellow females
3 yellow males
5 chocolate females
2 chocolate males
Call or text for more info.
Portland IN
260-729-7870

Public Notices

Lottery Numbers

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 10-11-20-28-36
Cash4Life — 12-31-49-54-56, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 01-04-05-10-15-28-30-34-40-

44-45-46-47-51-64-66-71-72-76-79, BE: 10
Daily Three-Midday — 06-03-00, SB: 09
Daily Three-Evening — 02-09-05, SB: 05
Daily Four-Midday — 01-04-03-09, SB: 09
Daily Four-Evening — 04-01-08-09, SB: 05
Quick Draw Evening — 05-07-10-12-14-18-24-30-41-

43-48-50-51-55-58-59-62-69-75-80, BE: 24
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $9.5 

million
MEGA MILLIONS

01-12-14-18-66, Mega Ball: 16, Megaplier: 2X
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $46 million

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711 
or email: careers@swissvillage.org 

EOE

Now Seeking: Healthcare Hostess
Swiss Village is seeking an individual to work Part-Time as a Healthcare Hostess. 

This position will be 2-3 days per week, 3:30pm-6:30pm, with a weekend 
rotation. Weekend hours will be 2pm-5pm on Saturdays and Sundays. This 
position is responsible for assisting the healthcare staff by providing non-
medical support services, including passing linens, snacks, and ice waters.  

Candidates must be at least 15 years old, have an interest in nursing services, 
and be able to communicate effectively with staff and residents.

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF WELLS

	 IN THE WELLS
	 CIRCUIT COURT
	 CAUSE NO.
	 90C01-2401-MI-000005

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF 
KIARA SAMMONS, MINOR
RACHEL CROSBIE, PETITIONER

ORDER SETTING HEARING
Comes now Rachel Crisbie, 

pro se, having filed a Verified Peti-
tion for Change of Name of Minor, 
and the Court finds that the matter 
should be set for hearing.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED 
that this matter shall be heard on 
May 9, 2024, at 9:30 a.m.

So ORDERED 3/20/2024
Dated at Bluffton, Indiana 

March 27th, 2024.
	 Kenton Kiracofe
	 Judicial Officer

nb 3/30, 4/6, 4/13
hspaxlp

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That on 05/02/2024 at 10:00 

a.m. a sale will be held at 404 
EASTMOOR DR (OFFICE) Bluff-
ton, IN, for the sale of the mobile 
home located at: 613 Cedar, Bluff-
ton, IN  46714. to sell the following 
articles to enforce a lien existing 
under the laws of the State of INDI-
ANA against such articles for labor, 
services, skill or material expended 
upon a storage furnished for such 
articles at the request of the fol-
lowing designated persons, unless 
such articles are redeemed within 
thirty days of the publication of this 
notice. Park reserves the right to 
bid on the home.

Name: GARY P KLEIN / 
LAURA L BAILEY 

Name: STATE OF INDIANA 
DEPT OF REVENUE 

Name:
Vin #: TXFL212A41519CY22
    2002 FLEETWOOD 16 X 76
Lien: $ 1,812.00

nb 4/13, 4/20
hspaxlp

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

GARAGE SALE April 12,
8am-5pm & April 13, 8am-12
2694 N 450 E, Craigville
Juniors, Women small, Girls 3-
4T & 7-10, Boys 4T & 7-10,
Bedding, Queen Mattress,
Foosball table, Sectional sofa,
Home Decor, Baseball items

HELOISE HINT: When orga-
nizing your sale. Lay items 
out by category, such as tools, 
clothing or books. You can also 
get rid of smaller stuff by hav-
ing a 50 cent or $1 table. For 
bigger items, you can label 
them $5, $10 or $20. Email HE-
LOISE@Heloise.com.

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,

INC. Huge Repo Sale April 18,
2024. Over 100 repossessed
units for sale. Money order or
cashier's check only. $500
cashier's check or money or-
der deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

SERVICES
Services

LANDSCAPE SERVICES
Landscape clean up installa-
tion maintenance mulch plants
and rocks lawn and property
clean up debris removal etc.
Experienced honest service.
Can provide references upon
request. Call Dan for a free es-
timate. 231-373-8028

PRECISION LAND MAN-

AGEMENT

Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition
Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

WELLS COUNTY HIGHWAY

Seeking Full Time Bookkeep-
er. Salaried, eligible for
health benefits & pension.
Computer knowledge re-
quired. Must be proficient
with Microsoft Word and Ex-
cel. Willing to learn new soft-
ware programs.
Ability to communicate
effectively with employees
and public. Ability to keep
accurate records, organize
and maintain office files.
Knowledge of county road lo-
cations.
Application and more infor-
mation available at
wellscounty.org/highway de-
partment/ or at the highway
office. Send application to
828 E 200 S, Bluffton or
highway@wellscounty.org.
Accepting applications until
April 15th.

Help Wanted

HELOISE HINT: As the work-
place continues to change and 
adapt. Be open to more flex-
ible schedules and more re-
sponsibilities. More and more 
jobs are continuing to offer hy-
brid or remote work for certain 
positions. Email HELOISE@
Heloise.com.

HELOISE HINT: If you have 
just gotten a new dog. You 
will have to pay attention to 
its nails. They will need to be 
cut, and you will know it’s time 
to cut them when you hear its 
nails clicking on the floor. They 
are too long then! Fax Heloise 
@ 210-HELOISE (435-6473).

Pets

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

May deadline is Tues., Apr. 23!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
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For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

May deadline is 
Tues., Apr. 23!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

Read & recycle

LINE CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINES
Monday editions: Friday by 4 p.m.

Tuesday-Friday editions: day-before by 4 p.m.
Saturdays: Friday by noon


