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Commissioners approve
Ossian business zoning

By HOLLY GASKILL

Wells County Commissioners unani-
mously approved the rezoning of 10350
North State Road 1 in Ossian, allowing
Jason and Cassandra Meyer to use the prop-
erty for their business.

The rezoning from residential to business
comes with three provisions: potential busi-
ness uses are limited to Meyer Renovation
and similar businesses, development plans
will be filed within 120 days, and a septic
permit will be filed within 30 days.

The Area Plan Commission had given a
unanimous “do pass” recommendation to
the commissioners with these provisions.
However, County Commissioner Blake
Gerber expressed some hesitation in approv-
ing the request as a similar petition for the
property had been rejected by the commis-

sioners in 2017.

“This is a tough call for me,” Gerber said.
However, he recognized their intentions for
the property were more clear now.

APC Executive Director Mike Lautzen-
heiser said the APC initially had some wor-
ries but believes that Meyer Renovation
would not be a high-traffic building that
would adversely affect the area. Addition-
ally, the zoning provisions limited the prop-
erty from being sold to a more disruptive
business.

Jason Meyer, who was present Monday,
added that he had received notice from the
Health Department that they were permit-
ted to use a temporary holding tank until the
sewer lines were installed and ready to use.

The commissioners added to the pro-

(Continued on Page 2)

Detour OK'd for State Road
1, Bonar provides updates

By HOLLY GASKILL

Wells County Commissioners approved
a detour for State Road 1 south of Bluffton.

The Indiana Department of Transporta-
tion will replace a small structure and small
structure pipe liner in Craven Ditch, 3.5
miles north of S.R. 218, and Pope Joy Ditch,
2.18 miles north of S.R. 218. INDOT indi-
cated work could begin as early as spring
2025, but did not provide a timeline.

The detour will divert traffic from S.R.
1 to Spring Street, then Clark Avenue,
County Road 200 East, and 450 South.
This route was also approved by Highway
Supervisor Shawn Bonar, who was not
present Monday.

Bonar provided a written department
update to the commissioners, including the

upcoming reconstruction of Bridge 170 on
CR 900S west of Adams County. In two
weeks, the stretch of road between 700E and
800E will be closed for 90 days.

Additionally, Bonar said he is still work-
ing out issues with the HVAC system in the
office portion of the new highway garage
building. The department is also continuing
to look for a generator. Commissioner Jeff
Stringer said the county may use part of the
remaining American Rescue Plan Act funds,
however, several departments have made
requests for the remaining approximately
$131,000.

Bonar also stated that dust control sign-
ups will be open through May 1. The cost is
$2.02 per foot.

holly@news-banner.com

Channel opened for clearing
debris at Baltimore bridge

By LEA SKENE
and TASSANEE VEJPONGSA
Associated Press

BALTIMORE (AP) — The U.S. Coast
Guard has opened a temporary, alternate
channel for vessels involved in clearing
debris from the collapsed Francis Scott
Key Bridge in Baltimore, part of a phased
approach to opening the main shipping
channel leading to the vital port, officials
said Monday.

Crews are undertaking the complicated
work of removing steel and concrete at the
site of the bridge's deadly collapse after a
container ship lost power and crashed into a
supporting column. On Sunday, dive teams
surveyed parts of the bridge and checked the
ship, and workers in lifts used torches to cut
above-water parts of the twisted steel super-
structure.

Officials said the temporary channel is
open primarily to vessels that are helping
with the cleanup effort. Some barges and
tugs that have been stuck in the Port of Bal-
timore since the collapse are also scheduled
to pass through the channel.

Authorities believe six workers plunged
to their deaths in the collapse, including two
whose bodies were recovered last week.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore said at a
Monday afternoon news conference that his
top priority is recovering the four remain-
ing bodies, followed by reopening shipping
channels to the port. He said he understands
the urgency but that the risks are significant.
He said crews have described the mangled
steel girders of the fallen bridge as “chaotic
wreckage.”

“What we're finding is it is more compli-
cated than we hoped for initially,” said U.S.
Coast Guard Rear Admiral Shannon Gil-

reath.

Moore said crews used a large crane to
lift a 200-ton span of the bridge, a task that
took 10 hours. He said the piece was con-
sidered a “relatively small lift” in the grand
scheme of the recovery effort, which he
called enormous.

Moore said crews would lift another 350-
ton piece from the bridge later Monday as
weather allows.

Officials earlier said the temporary chan-
nel would have a controlling depth of 11
feet, a horizontal clearance of 264 feet and a
vertical clearance of 96 feet.

“This marks an important first step along
the road to reopening the port of Baltimore,”
Capt. David O'Connell, the federal on-scene
coordinator of the response, said in a state-
ment Monday. “By opening this alternate
route, we will support the flow of marine
traffic into Baltimore.”

Two additional larger channels are
planned as more debris is removed from the
waterway. Officials declined to provide a
projected timeline for those channels being
opened.

Meanwhile, the ship remains stationary,
and its 21 crew members remain on board
for the foreseeable future, officials said.
Twenty of them are from India, and one is
from Sri Lanka, said Will Marks, a spokes-
person for the crew. He said they're cur-
rently busy maintaining the ship and coop-
erating with investigators from the National
Transportation Safety Board and the U.S.
Coast Guard.

Marks said it's unclear how long the crew
will remain on board.

Officials in Baltimore said the crew has

plenty of supplies. They said parts of the
(Continued on Page 2)

Commissioner Blake Gerber discusses the Ossian rezoning request with residents after Mon-
day’s vote. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Indiana residents have through Mon-
day, April 8, to register for the upcoming
Tuesday, May 7, primary election. To
check your voter registration status and
ballot information, visit indianavoters.
in.gov.

Early voting begins April 9. The
Clerk’s Office at the Wells County
Courthouse will be available for early
voting 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays
through May 3, as well as 7 am. to 2
p.m. on Saturday, April 27, and Satur-
day, May 7, and 8 a.m. to noon on Mon-
day, May 6.

Early voting will also be available
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Monday,
April 29, and Tuesday, April 30, at
the Wells County 4-H Park; 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. Saturday, April 27, and Satur-
day, May 4, at Presbyterian Church;
and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, May
2, and Tuesday, April 30, at Lighted
Gardens.

Election Day vote centers are open
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. May 7. Voting

Indiana voter registration
ends Monday, April 8

locations are:

e Wells County 4-H Park, 1240 4-H
Park Rd. in Bluffton

e Presbyterian Church, 215 E Dust-
man Rd. in Bluffton

e Lighted Gardens, 10794 N S.R. 1 in
Ossian

e Zanesville Tower Life Center,
11811 N Wayne St. in Zanesville

* Southern Wells Community Church,
9450S 300W in Poneto

Mail-in ballot applications are
available at wellscounty.org/elec-
tions. Applications are due to the
Clerk’s Office or Indiana Election
Division by the end of the day April
25.

Contested offices in the primary elec-
tion are:

e Wells County Commissioner, Dis-
trict 3 (R): Jeff Stringer and Tamra
Boucher.

e County Council, three At-Large
(R): Vicki Andrews, Scott Elzey, Seth

(Continued on Page 2)

U.S. pushes alternatives to
Rafah invasion in Hamas talks

By ZEKE MILLER
AP White House Correspondent

WASHINGTON (AP) — Top American
and Israeli officials held virtual talks Mon-
day as the U.S. pushed alternatives to the
ground assault against Hamas under con-
sideration by Israelis in the southern Gaza
city of Rafah, a move the U.S. opposes on
humanitarian grounds and that has frayed
relations between the two allies.

President Joe Biden and his administra-
tion have publicly and privately urged Isra-
el for months to refrain from a large-scale
incursion into Rafah without a credible plan
to relocate and safeguard noncombatants.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu has insisted that Israeli forces, which
are trying to eradicate Hamas after the Oct.
7 attack on Israel, must be able to enter the
city to root out the group's remaining bat-
talions.

The more than two-and-a-half-hour
meeting by secure video conference was
described by both sides as constructive and
productive, as Washington encourages the
Israelis to avoid an all-out assault on the
city, where an estimated four battalions of
Hamas fighters are dispersed among more
than 1.3 million civilians. The White House
has instead pushed Israel to take more tar-
geted actions to kill or capture Hamas lead-

ers while limiting civilian impacts.

The potential operation in the city has
exposed one of the deepest rifts between Isra-
el and its closest ally, funder and arms sup-
plier. The U.S. has already openly said Israel
must do more to allow food and other goods
through its blockade of Gaza to avert famine.

“They agreed that they share the objec-
tive to see Hamas defeated in Rafah,” the
U.S. and Israeli teams known as the Strate-
gic Consultative Group said in a joint state-
ment released by the White House. “The
U.S. side expressed its concerns with vari-
ous courses of action in Rafah. The Israeli
side agreed to take these concerns into
account and to have follow up discussions
between experts overseen by the SCG. The
follow-up discussions would include in per-
son SCG meeting as early as next week.”

The virtual meeting came a week after
planned in-person talks were nixed by
Netanyahu when the U.S. didn't veto a
U.N. resolution that called for an immediate
cease-fire in Gaza.

U.S. national security adviser Jake Sulli-
van and Secretary of State Antony Blinken
chaired the meeting for the U.S. side. The
Israeli side was led by Israeli national secu-
rity adviser Tzachi Hanegbi and Minister for
Strategic Affairs and Netanyahu confidant
Ron Dermer.
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(Continued from Page 1)

Whicker and Heath Schlagenhauf.

e U.S. Representative, District 3
(R): Grant Bucher, Wendy Davis, Mike
Felker, Jon Kenworthy, Tim Smith,
Marlin A. Stutzman, Eric Whalen and

Andy Zay.

e U.S. Representative, District
3 (D): Kiley M. Adolph and Phil

Goss.

¢ Governor (R): Mike Braun, Brad
Suzanne Crouch, Eric

Chambers,

Baltimore bridge collapse

(Continued from Page 1)
ship that were damaged in
the crash didn't include the
crew's living quarters or
kitchen.

President Joe Biden will
visit the collapse site Fri-
day, White House press sec-
retary Karine Jean-Pierre
announced Monday. He will
meet with state and local
officials and get an “on-
the-ground look™ at federal
response efforts, Jean-Pierre
said.

Moore said he expects
the president will leave with
a better understanding of the
task at hand.

“He's going to see the
fact that we have a ship
that is almost the size of the
Eiffel Tower, that weighs
about as much as the Wash-
ington Monument, that's in
the middle of the Patapsco
River,” Moore said. “He's
going to see a bridge that
has been in existence since
I was alive — I don't know
what that skyline looks like
without the Key bridge —

Doden, Curtis Hill and Jamie Reiten-

our.

East.

and he is going to come and
he's going to see it sitting on
top of a ship.”

Also Monday, the Small
Business Administration
opened two centers in the
area to help companies get
loans to assist them with
losses caused by the dis-
ruption of the bridge col-
lapse.

Yvette Jeffery, a spokes-
person for the agency's
disaster recovery office,
said affected businesses can
receive loans for as much
as $2 million. She said the
effects could range from
supply-chain challenges
to decreased foot traffic in
communities that depended
heavily on the bridge.

The bridge fell as the
cargo ship Dali lost power
March 26 shortly after leav-
ing Baltimore on its way to
Sri Lanka. The ship issued
a mayday alert, which
allowed just enough time for
police to stop traffic, but not
enough to save a roadwork
crew filling potholes on the

e U.S. Senator (D): Marc Carmi-
chael and Valerie McCray.

Three precincts also have contested
races for Republican committeemen
— Brandon Harnish and Tami Runyon
are filed for Bluffton 5; Mike Lautzen-
heiser Jr. and Preston Wright for Bluft-
ton Lancaster East; and Kathy Peeper
and Ashley Peterson for Lancaster

The following individuals have

filed for 12 Republican conven-

Wright.

tion delegate seats: Ethan Bailey,
Heather Barkley, Joshua Bark-
ley, Tamra Boucher, Case Ferree,
Sandra Garcia, Brandon Harnish,
Rebecca Holdman, Travis Hold-
man, Josh Hunt,
Daphne Mygrant, Ashley Peterson,
Kerry Roberts, Laura Roberts, Zach
Rodgers, Joan Whicker and Preston

Scott Mentzer,

bridge.

Two workers survived,
two bodies were found in a
submerged pickup, and four
more men are presumed
dead.

The Dali is managed
by Synergy Marine Group
and owned by Grace Ocean
Private Ltd., both of Singa-
pore. Danish shipping giant
Maersk chartered the Dali.

Synergy and Grace
Ocean filed a court peti-
tion Monday seeking to
limit their legal liability, a
routine but important pro-
cedure for cases litigated
under U.S. maritime law. A
federal court in Maryland
will ultimately decide who is
responsible and how much
they owe.

The filing seeks to cap
the companies' liability at
roughly $43.6 million. It
estimates that the vessel
itself is valued at up to $90
million and was carrying
freight worth over $1.1 mil-
lion in income for the com-
panies. The estimate also

deducts two major expens-
es: at least $28 million in
repairs and at least $19.5
million in salvage.

Officials are trying to
determine how to rebuild
the major bridge, which was
completed in 1977. It carried
Interstate 695 around south-
east Baltimore and became
a symbol of the city's work-
ing-class roots and maritime
culture.

Congress is expected to
consider aid packages to
help people who lose jobs
or businesses because of
the prolonged closure of the
Port of Baltimore. The port
handles more cars and farm
equipment than any other
U.S. facility.

Baltimore Mayor Bran-
don Scott said it won't hap-
pen overnight, but the city
and its port will recover.

“It will be likely a very
hard road,” he said. “But we
here in Baltimore are built
with grit ... and we're going
to show the world what that
truly means.”

Lou Conter, last survivor of USS Arizona
from Pearl Harbor attack, dies at 102

By AUDREY McAVOY
Associated Press

HONOLULU (AP) —
Lou Conter, the last living
survivor of the USS Arizona
battleship that exploded and
sank during the Japanese
bombing of Pearl Harbor,
has died. He was 102.

Conter passed away on
Monday at his home in
Grass Valley, California, fol-
lowing congestive heart fail-
ure, his daughter, Louann
Daley said, adding she was
beside him along with two
of her brothers, James and
Jeff.

The Arizona lost 1,177
sailors and Marines in the
1941 attack that launched
the United States into World
War II. The battleship's dead
account for nearly half of
those killed in the attack.

Conter was a quarter-
master, standing on the
main deck of the Arizona as
Japanese planes flew over-
head at 7:55 a.m. on Dec. 7
that year. Sailors were just
beginning to hoist colors
or raise the flag when the
assault began.

Conter recalled how one
bomb penetrated steel decks
13 minutes into the battle
and set off more than 1 mil-
lion pounds of gunpowder
stored below.

The explosion lifted the
battleship 30 to 40 feet out
of the water, he said during
a 2008 oral history inter-
view stored at the Library of
Congress. Everything was
on fire from the mainmast
forward, he said.

“Guys were running
out of the fire and trying to
jump over the sides,” Con-
ter said. “Oil all over the sea
was burning.”

His autobiography
“The Lou Conter Story”
recounts how he joined
other survivors in tending
to the injured, many of them
blinded and badly burned.
The sailors only abandoned
ship when their senior sur-
viving officer was sure they
had rescued all those still
alive.

The rusting wreckage of
the Arizona still lies where
it sank. More than 900 sail-
ors and Marines remain
entombed inside. Only 335
Arizona crew members sur-
vived.

Conter went to flight
school after Pearl Har-
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bor, earning his wings to
fly PBY patrol bombers,
which the Navy used to look
for submarines and bomb
enemy targets. He flew
200 combat missions in the
Pacific with a “Black Cats”
squadron, which conducted
dive bombing at night in
planes painted black.

In 1943, he and his crew
where shot down in waters
near New Guinea and had
to avoid sharks. A sailor
expressed doubt they would
survive, to which Conter
replied, “baloney.”

“Don't ever panic in any
situation. Survive is the first
thing you tell them. Don't
panic or you're dead,” he
said. They were quiet and
treaded water until another
plane came hours later and
dropped them a lifeboat.

In the late 1950s, he was
made the Navy's first SERE
officer — an acronym for
survival, evasion, resistance
and escape. He spent the
next decade training Navy
pilots and crew on how to
survive if they're shot down
in the jungle and captured as
a prisoner of war. Some of
his pupils used his lessons
as POWs in Vietnam.

Conter retired in 1967
after 28 years in the Navy.

Conter was born in Ojib-
wa, Wisconsin, on Sept.
13, 1921. His family later
moved to Colorado where
he walked five miles one
way to school outside Den-
ver.

He enlisted in the Navy
after he turned 18, getting
$17 a month and a ham-
mock for his bunk at boot
camp.

Conter had been getting
weaker and weaker in recent
months and was hospital-
ized for 10 days in February,

-
-

his daughter said. He had
been in hospice since return-
ing home.

He told his family he
loved them, thanked them
for being with him and tak-
ing care of him at home.

“I'm glad he's at peace.
I'm glad he didn't suffer. I
know when he transitioned
over, he had so many peo-
ple there waiting for him -
his wife Val, who he loved
dearly,” Daley said.

Conter is also survived
by another son, Tony, and
a stepson Ron Fudge, and
many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces and
nephews. Funeral arrange-
ments were pending. The
family plans to bury him
in Grass Valley, next to his
late wife Valerie, who died
in 2016 after they had been
married for 45 years.

With Conter's death,
there are now 19 survivors
of the Pearl Harbor attack
still living, according to
Kathleen Farley, the Cali-
fornia state chair of the Sons
and Daughters of Pearl Har-
bor Survivors. About 87,000
military personnel were on
Oahu on Dec. 7, according
to a rough estimate com-
piled by military historian J.
Michael Wenger.

In his later years, Conter
became a fixture at annual
remembrance ceremo-
nies in Pearl Harbor that
the Navy and the National
Park Service jointly host-
ed on the anniversaries
of the 1941 attack. When
he lacked the strength
to attend in person, he
recorded video messages
for those who gathered and
watched remotely from his
home in California.

In 2019, when he was
98, he said he liked going

to remember those who lost
their lives.

“It's always good to come
back and pay respect to
them and give them the top
honors that they deserve,”
he said.

Though many treated
the shrinking group of Pearl
Harbor survivors as heroes,
Conter refused the label.

“The 2,403 men that died
are the heroes. And we've
got to honor them ahead of
everybody else. And I've
said that every time, and I
think it should be stressed,”
Conter told The Associated
Press in a 2022 interview at
his California home.
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Weather

Tuesday, April 2, 2024
(24-hour observations at 11:54 p.m. Monday at Fort
Wayne International Airport)
High: 48; Low: 42; Precipitation: 0.92 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 6.06

feet at 8:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast

Today: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm before
noon, then a chance of showers and thunderstorms between
noon and 3 p.m., then showers likely and possibly a thun-
derstorm after 3 p.m. Some of the storms could produce
heavy rain. High near 64. East wind 10 to 15 mph becoming
south in the afternoon. Chance of precipitation is 90%. New
rainfall amounts between a half and three quarters of an inch

possible.

Tonight: Rain showers likely before 5 a.m., then a slight
chance of rain and snow showers. Some thunder is also pos-
sible. Cloudy, with a low around 37. West wind around 20

mph, with gusts as high as 30

mph. Chance of precipitation

is 60%. Little or no snow accumulation expected.
Wednesday: A chance of rain and snow showers before
2 p.m., then rain showers between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m., then
rain, possibly mixed with snow showers after 5 p.m. High
near 41. West wind 15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high as
30 mph. Chance of precipitation is 90%. Little or no snow

accumulation expected.
Wednesday Night: Rain

and snow showers, mainly

before 2 a.m. Low around 33. West wind around 15 mph,
with gusts as high as 25 mph. Chance of precipitation is
80%. Little or no snow accumulation expected.

Thursday: Rain likely, possibly mixed with snow show-
ers before 2 p.m., then a chance of rain showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 44. Chance of precipitation is 60%.
Little or no snow accumulation expected.

Thursday Night: A 30%

chance of showers before 8

p-m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 31.
Friday: Partly sunny, with a high near 45.

Business zoning

(Continued from Page 1)
visions that a community
well near the easement will
remain as an “unapproved
structure.” The matter had
been discussed by Surveyor
Jarrod Hahn, also an APC
board member, during the
preceding drainage board
meeting. Hahn said this may
cause issues during excava-
tion or other factors.

Meyer said moving the
community well was esti-
mated at $16,000.

“We can leave it there,
it’s just that risk it had is

going to continue,” Com-
missioner Jeff Stringer said.
At the March 22 APC
meeting, several area proper-
ty owners spoke against the
rezoning petition, some of
whom were present Monday.
However, there was no pub-
lic comment on the matter.
Gerber and Stringer were
in person for the discus-
sion; Commissioner Mike
Vanover was absent from
the drainage board meeting
but attended the commis-
sioner meeting via Zoom.
holly@news-banner.com
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Denise Jackson, 67

Denise Jackson, 67, of
Ossian, passed away Friday
evening, March 29, 2024,
at Lutheran Hospital in Fort
Wayne.

Denise was born May 10,
1956, in Bluffton to Darnell
and Mary (Carroll) VanOver and
attended Bluffton High School.

She was a talented seam-
stress and worked at McHenry
Knitting in Bluffton. Denise was
the director of housekeeping
and laundry services at Ossian Health Care
for many years. She enjoyed doing crafts,
arranging flowers and wreaths, crocheting,
quilting and had a great talent for decorat-
ing. She enjoyed “Junking” at many garage
and barn sales to find new treasures.

On June 25, 1994, Denise and Jerry
Wade Jackson were married in Ossian.

Survivors include her husband, Jerry
“Wade” Jackson of Ossian; and children
Athena Salyers of Fort Wayne, Kristian
Mertz of Churubusco, Robin (Erin) Salyers
of Fort Wayne, Travis (Denise) Jackson

of Ossian. Denise was a loving
grandma to eight grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren.
She is also survived by her
siblings, Curt (Lori) VanOver
of Huntington, Shelia (Dave)
Stanton of Geneva and Jolene
(Gary) Kessie of Columbia City.

She is preceded in death by
her parents; and a daughter,
Misty (Jackson) Kent in 2017.

A Service to Celebrate
Denise’s Life will be held at 3
p-m. Sunday, April 7, 2024, at the Thoma/
Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton
with Chaplin Kris McPherson officiating.
The family will receive friends from noon
on Sunday until 3 p.m., the time of service.

Memorial may be made in Denise’s
memory to St. Jude Children’s Hospital
and can be directed to the funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the Thoma/Rich,
Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton. Friends
can send online condolences to the family
at www.thomarich.com.

Safety, traffic measures
encouraged for solar eclipse

The partial eclipse on April 8 will start at
1:53 p.m. in Wells County and will return
to full sunlight around 4:24 p.m. The total
eclipse will take place for approximately
2 minutes and 33 seconds starting at 3:08

am.

Although you may be overwhelmed with
the amount of news regarding this event, it’s
not one to dismiss. Visitors from outside the
country flock to the eclipse path of total-
ity for viewing. Campgrounds are full and
many neighboring counties in the path of
totality are prepared for the same influx of
travelers.

Residents — plan to stick around home/
work from 1-5 p.m. as the roads will likely
be congested. Purchase protective eyewear
designed specifically for the eclipse in
advance. Spread the news about the eclipse
to your friends/family/coworkers in the
area, so they are aware and not alarmed of
this event taking place.

Limit 911 calls to emergencies only
on April 8. Those who are not aware of or
expecting the eclipse may bog down emer-
gency lines.

There is a chance that cellular tow-
ers could be overwhelmed by the influx
of visitors using data that are not usu-
ally utilizing the grid in our area. If you
have friends/family planning to visit for
the eclipse, be sure they plan to pack for
traffic congestion with a full tank of gas,
flashlight, water, snacks, medications,
physical maps, first aid kits, and a lot of

patience. Secure your animals as this
event can cause unpredictability. All Wells
County schools will be virtual or non-syn-
chronous on April 8.

Businesses (retail/restaurant) — be fully
staffed and prepared to pull in reinforce-
ment if a large influx of visitors are in our
area for the days leading up to April 8. His-
torically, Solar Eclipse event visitors will
spend time before the event and scatter
immediately after. This is a great opportu-
nity to reach a new audience. Note that card
readers and ATM’s may have connectivity
issues due to large number of users on the
same network.

Manufacturing Business & Trucking/
Deliveries — Remind customers, delivery
drivers, and staff in the upcoming weeks
about the date as it may affect their travel
times. It is better to educate often to pre-
vent frustration or shock the day of the
eclipse.

Wells County is prepared for a large
turnout and prefers to provide adequate
education than to scramble at the last min-
ute and miss an opportunity to welcome
visitors who contribute to the local econ-
omy.

Viewing parties, events and informa-
tion for businesses regarding the Solar
Eclipse in Wells County can be found at:
visitwellscounty.com/solareclipse2024
and visitindiana.com/eclipse2024, and
follow @VisitWellsCounty on social
media.

Indy police fatally shoot man after
he fired shots following standoff

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Indianapolis
police fatally shot a man after he fired shots
following a standoff with a SWAT team,
police said Monday.

The man was taken to a hospital Sun-
day night where he later died, police said.
He was identified as Luis Duran-Ruano,
31, by the Marion County Coroner's
Office.

Police were called to the city's west
side around 7:30 p.m. about a man report-
edly firing shots into the air, the India-
napolis Metropolitan Police Department
said.

Officers tried to stop the man from
driving away in a car but he led them on
a brief pursuit that ended outside a home.
The man then got out of the car armed

with a gun, which he held to his head,
police said.

A SWAT team was called to the scene
and a sergeant began communicating with
the man, trying to get him to put the gun
down. But after about an hour, police said
the man began walking away from the
home.

When SWAT team officers fired bean bag
rounds, the suspect then fired gunshots and
three officers returned fire, fatally wounding
the man, police said. Officers recovered a
gun at the scene.

The shooting will be investigated by an
IMPD Ceritical Incident Response Team and
internal affairs. The officers who fired their
guns have been placed on administrative
leave, police said.

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths.
“Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of death,
basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and services and the name of

the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not meet the

definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publication.

APC will not meet April 4

The Wells County Area Plan Commission will not
meet Thursday, April 4, due to a lack of petitions.
Their next regular meeting will be at 7 p.m. Thursday,

May 2.

Surprisingly great rates

right around the corner.

requirements.

Erin Daugherty, Agent

1085 N Main Street Suite B
Bluffton, IN 46714

Bus: 260-827-0527
erin@myblufftonsfagent.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

I’'m your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there.

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All
applicants subject to State Farm’ underwriting

o StateFarm'
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Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

City:

Friday, 4:41 p.m., Wells
County Jail. Officer request-
ed to document children
refusing to go with their
mother for court purposes.

Friday, 5:17 p.m., Valley
Park Apartments. Woman
advised she believed some-
one broke into her apartment.

Friday, 6:28 p.m., EZ
Bowl. Driver cited for
expired plates.

Friday, 8:23 p.m., South
Mulberry and East Market
streets. Report of two males
having a contained fire on
side of river. No issues found.

Friday, 10:42 p.m., Pre-
mier Flats. Report of a vehicle
outside running for two hours.
Both subject inside advised
they had not seen each other
in a while and were talking.

Saturday, 1:06 p.m., All
American. Welfare check
requested for man sleeping
in his car.

Saturday, 9:14 p.m., Pre-
mier Flats. Report of an
aggressive dog, advised to
talk to management.

Saturday, 10:30 p.m.,
Budget Inn. Caller reported
male family member tried to
rape her, told her not to say
anything.

Saturday, 11:39 p.m.,
Capri Apartments. Caller
reported someone smok-
ing or burning something in
building.

Sunday, 12:40 a.m., 1000
block of West Washington.
Caller reported friends took
their vehicle with permission
to get toilet paper, but did not
return and are believed to be
headed towards Baltimore.

Sunday, 12:42 a.m.,
1500 block of South Wayne
Street. Report of loud music
coming from apartment.

Sunday, 4:41 a.m., 700
block of McArthur Drive.
Officer assisted with domes-
tic disturbance.

Sunday, 7:18 p.m., West
Wabash and North Union
streets. Caller reported she
heard a single gunshot.
Unable to locate.

Monday, 1:33 a.m., 100
block of North Johnson
Street. Caller reported hearing
anoise from his fire escape.

County:

Friday, 12:39 p.m., 2800
West 400 North, Markle.
Caller reported a former
exchange student was on
their property, relationship
did not end well. Subject
advised he wanted to apolo-
gize for his behavior.

Friday, 12:52 p.m., 292
1-69 Southbound, Roanoke.
Woman with children in
vehicle, ran out of gas. Offi-
cer brought more gas.

Saturday, 4:02 a.m., West
1000 South and South 500
West, Montpelier. Officer
had abandoned vehicle in
roadway removed.

Sunday, 12:30 a.m.,
Walmart. Officer assisted
with traffic stop following a
pursuit.

Sunday, 9:18 a.m., Villa
North Mall. Driver cited for
no valid license, parked vehi-
cle and made arrangements.

Sunday, 4:58 p.m., 2400
North 800 East, Craigville.
Caller reported someone
drove onto his property.

Sunday, 5:56 p.m., 800
block of South Johnson
Street, Bluffton. Protection
order served to Justin Foss.

Ossian:

Saturday, 7:00 a.m.,
10000 North S.R. 1, Ossian.
Report of a vehicle that
crashed into a tree. Driver
said he fell asleep and is a

single father, blew a .000
PBT. Driver also admit-
ted to not having insurance,
which happened in a previ-
ous incident. Officer advised
he would send paperwork to
prosecutor for charges.

Saturday, 7:45 p.m., 300
block of West Mill Street,
Ossian. Caller reported
neighbors are trying to stick
their hands in the caller’s
face and arguing with them.

ARRESTS
Amanda Anne Ali, 38,
Bluffton; strangulation, a
Level 6 felony, and battery
— bodily injury, a Class A
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$6,500.

Danial Ray Kajune, 18,
Fort Wayne; resisting law
enforcement, a Level 6 felo-
ny, operating with controlled
substance in body, a Class
C misdemeanor, possession
of marijuana, a Class B mis-
demeanor, and operating a
vehicle while intoxicated —
endangerment, a Class A mis-
demeanor. Bond set at $7,500.

Cody Andrew Howe, 24,
Ossian; two counts of oper-
ating while intoxicated, both
Level 6 felonies, and invasion
of privacy, a Class B misde-
meanor. Bond set at $5,000.

Cody Michael Cox, 32,
Bluffton; theft, a Class A
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$1,500.

Torrelle Christian Hardy,
20, Fort Wayne; possession
of marijuana, a Class B mis-
demeanor, and possession
of paraphernalia, operating
with a controlled substance,
and operating while intoxi-
cated, all Class C misde-
meanors. Bond set at $2,000.

Johan R. Bracho-Romero,
28, Bluffton; operating with-
out receiving a license, a
Class C misdemeanor.

Police believe multiple involved in
Indy shooting that injured 7 youths

INDIANAPOLIS (AP)
— Police investigating a
shooting in downtown India-
napolis that wounded seven
young people — all 16 years
and under — said Monday
that they believe more than
one person fired shots.

Officers patrolling the
area soon after 11:30 p.m.
Saturday heard shots fired
near Circle Centre Mall
and found “a large group
of juveniles” at the scene,
police said. Seven youths
were treated at hospitals for
gunshot wounds, but none
appeared to have life-threat-
ening injuries, police said.

Two 16-year-old boys,

a 16-year-old girl, three
14-year-old girls, and a
12-year-old boy were
wounded in the shooting, the
Indianapolis Metropolitan
Police Department said in an
emailed statement Monday.

Mayor Joe Hogsett said
he was “heartbroken” in a
statement Sunday evening.

“Let me be clear: a
12-year-old child has no busi-
ness being out late at night
anywhere without parental or
adult supervision. As impor-
tant, there is no reason why
a young person at any age
should be in possession of a
gun,” Hogsett added.

On Monday, IMPD said

detectives “believe there
was more than one shoot-
er involved” and that two
juveniles were arrested for
resisting law enforcement
after Saturday's shooting.
The police statement said
“detectives are actively fol-
lowing up on multiple leads,
reviewing surveillance foot-
age, and have applied for
multiple search warrants.”

Deputy Chief Tanya
Terry said Sunday that police
had not identified or arrested
any shooting suspects.

Police asked members of
the public to reach out with
any information about the
shooting.

Plane crashes onto trail near Indiana
airport, injuring pilot and 2 pedestrians

MUNCIE, Ind. (AP) —
A pilot and two pedestrians
were hurt Monday when a
small plane missed an air-
port runway in Indiana and
crashed onto a trail, authori-
ties said.

Two of the three people
injured including the pilot
suffered serious injuries and
were expected to be trans-
ferred to an Indianapolis
hospital from the Muncie
hospital where all three had
been taken, authorities said.
The condition of the third
person was not immediately
available.

ONLINE ONLY PERSONAL PROPERTY

AUCTION

BEER SIGNS - NEON BEER SIGNS - COLLECTIBLES - TOOLS - MUCH MORE!

SUNDAY, APRIL 7™ -
205 W. MARKET STREET, BLUFFTON,

SUNDAY, APRIL 14™
IN 46714

Beer Signs - Neon Beer Signs - Beer Taps - Other Collectibles - Vintage

Cigarette Machines - Tool Chests - Machinist Tooling - Name Brand Air

Tools-Name Brand Power Tools - Name Brand Hand Tools - Other Assorted

Tools - Primitives Desks - Vintage Chrome Leg Chairs - Leather Fainting

Sofa - Other Collectibles Items - Commercial Coffee Makers - Restaurant
Dishes - Household Items - Much, Much More!

[ VIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM |

f— STEFFEN
J GROUP

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

SALE MANAGER: PAT CARTER (260.273.8294)
SELLER: UNIQUE BLUE BAR & GRILL - FORMERLY “THE STAG BAR”
AUCTION PREVIEW & ONLINE BIDDING ASSISTANCE:

THURSDAY, APRIL 4™ (3 PM - 6 PM)

THURSDAY, APRIL 11™ (3 PM - 6 PM)
260.426.0633
STEFFENGRP.COM

AU19500212 - AC30500053

A Piper Cherokee trav-
eling from Bloomington
crashed at 10:24 a.m. about
half a mile from a run-
way approach at Delaware
County Regional Airport,
Tim Baty, director of the
Delaware County Airport
Authority, told a news con-
ference. The pilot was the
only person aboard.

Two people on the Cardi-
nal Greenway rail trail also
were injured, Baty said.

The names of those
injured were not immedi-
ately released.

The pilot was entrapped

in the plane wreckage before
he could be recued, Muncie
Fire Chief Dan Burford said.

VISITATION & SERVICES

WiIIiam Zirkelbech Jr.
Calling: 3-7 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 and one
hour prior to the service.
Service: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, April 3 at the
funeral home.

Thoma/Rich, Lemler

Funeral Home
308 W. Washington St.
32 85§

HAMILTON LAKE LOTS - STEUBEN COUNTY

AUCTION

THREE LOTS WITH TWO CAR GARAGE

SATURDAY, APRIL 20™ STARTING AT 10:00 Am
PROPERTY LOCATION: 6530 SOUTH 300 EAST, HAMILTON, IN 46742

EXPLORE THE POTENTIAL OF THIS PROPERTY-

o EIEELILEW STORNE

[PESSIBILAMES

Tr@ NP BUILDING LOT
NT T© IL&[SE
@]'E’WUD'E‘[ILIE‘I]%AW

LIVE AUCTION TO BE HELD ON-SITE

[ VISIT STEFFENGRP.COM/AUCTIONS FOR MORE INFORMATION ]

SELLER: HAMMAN - SALE MANAGER: BRANDON STEFFEN (260.710.5684)

INSPECTION: FEEL FREE TO WALK THE PROPERTY AT ANY TIME
THE PROPERTY WILL ALSO BE OPEN FOR INSPECTION ONE HOUR PRIOR TO THE AUCTION

f— STEFFEN GROUP
REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

260.426.3006
STEFFENGRP.COM

AU19600168 - AC30500053
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Mourning a busted bracket
but this time from Spain

As another year of March Madness
makes us all a bit crazy, it’s time for
this reporter to empty his notepad.

Backeeteol®oegy (noun): The prac-
tice or study of predicting the partici-
pants in or outcomes of competitions
especially in NCAA college basketball.

Let’s just say I won’t be adding that Justin
skill to my resume anytime soon.
Once again this year, the only word P eeper

to describe my NCAA Tournament
bracket is busted.

It didn’t even survive the first round of this year’s
tournament, as I had 10 bad picks. I'm pretty sure my
golden retriever and Bernese mountain dog could have
better predicted this year’s winners than yours truly. I'm
going to put that theory to the test next year.

Several friends from my college days in Arizona and
I have been doing a bracket competition for about two
decades; it’s now expanded to include family members.

I had decent picks and even won a time or two when
we first stated the annual competition about 20 years
ago. For the past several years, however, I’ve been on
the losing end. At the moment, I'm in 10th place out
of 24. Three of the players ahead of me in our Arizona
friend and family pool can’t even drive yet but they
know how to fill out a winning bracket.

You know your picks were bad when your friends
send you a screenshot of your annual NCAA bracket
standings and end the message by saying, “Justin, I still
don’t see your name. Where are you at?”

The biggest heartbreak for me was Thursday
night when the Clemson Tigers defeated the Arizona
Wildcats. I thought this was the year for Arizona to
make it to the Final 4 and maybe even the champion-
ship game. Here’s hoping that dream comes true next
year.

Now, however, it’s time to cheer on the
Boilermakers, who earned their spot in the Final FOur
Sunday afternoon.

Jen and I try to travel as often as we can, and one of
our favorite spots to visit is Spain.

We found an incredible deal on airfare to southeast
Spain a couple of months ago and jumped at the oppor-
tunity to fly to Europe for cheaper than what it would
have cost to go to Florida.

We’re listening to the church bells ring from our
Airbnb this Easter morning as I write this column
before we head out to attend a Spanish mass and watch
a seaside Easter procession.

It seems like every other day there is a story on the
news about unruly passengers or bad travel stories that
people feel they need to share on social media. We had
just the opposite experience on our journey across the
pond last weekend.

Our seven-hour flight from Detroit to Amsterdam
was uneventful and smooth. We had a seven-hour lay-
over in Amsterdam — the perfect place to spend so
many hours, as the airport has more stores than most
malls. Shortly after we boarded our connecting KLM
flight in Amsterdam, however, the captain shared that
the emergency oxygen system in the cockpit wasn’t
working and that the maintenance crews that had board-
ed the plane to repair the device could not fix it.

The captain exited the cockpit to share the news with
all of us as he stood in front of the plane and made eye
contact. He did not believe it was safe to fly this air-
plane and said that the airline was trying to find another
one for us to use. Afterward, he walked down the aisle
to answer any questions passengers had — stopping to
chat with anyone who wanted more information.

Jen and I both travel a lot and were so impressed at
how the captain handled the unfortunate situation that
was out of his control. Before he could make it to the
back of the plane, however, his cell phone rang. The
airline had located a new plane for us to take to Spain.
‘Within an hour, we were in the air.

I was so impressed that I gave KLM and the crew a
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SHE WOULDNT
GEAP THE RIBEON.

RONNA McDANIEL FIRED

Peacock network ruffled feathers by hiring
McDaniel, then laid an egg by firing her

As a journalist in the center who often gets frus-
trated by the inner workings of a profession that I
still adore, I consider it my duty to inform colleagues
when they do something that reflects badly on them,
the rest of us, and our line of work.

Alas, this particular assignment could be a full-
time job. I am often asked why the mainstream media
has fallen on hard times. We didn’t fall, I say. We
tripped over our own feet.

The recent debacle at NBC News over the hiring
and then abrupt firing of former Republican National
Committee chair Ronna McDaniel is just the latest
example.

Just how hard are these times? Magazines, radio
stations and television networks have laid off thou-
sands in the past few decades. According to a report
released in November by the Medill School of Jour-
nalism at Northwestern University, in 2023, 2.5 local
newspapers closed each week. Researchers found
that, since 2005, the media industry has lost 2,900
newspapers and 43,000 journalists.

One reason for our troubles is that public trust in
the media is plummeting. According to Gallup’s 2023
Honesty and Ethics poll, which surveyed how Ameri-
cans feel about 23 professions, only 19 percent rate the
honesty and ethics of journalists to be “high” or “very
high.” That’s down from 23 percent in 2022, and 28
percent in 2019. Journalists are seen in a better light
than lawyers, politicians and those who sell cars. But
we fall short of the level of trust and respect generated
by nurses, police officers, and college professors.

Journalists didn’t get here by accident. We’ve made
a lot of mistakes. We’ve tried to be leaders, peacemak-
ers and social engineers. We have become combatants
and climbed into the arena. We’ve worn our political
leanings on our sleeves.

One of the biggest errors is surrounding ourselves
with the like-minded and doing our best to silence or
stifle opposing views. It’s ironic that a group of people
who claim they want readers, listeners and viewers to
consider different views and engage in critical think-
ing is so reluctant to lead by example and show every-
one how it’s done.

We should not expect the suits at NBC News
— including MSNBC President Rashida Jones or
NBCUniversal News Group chair Cesar Conde — to
teach workshops on leadership. They don’t seem to
grasp that the concept is more about principle than
popularity. Both Jones and Conde initially blessed the

decision to hire McDaniel as a paid con-
tributor as part of an effort by the network
to present its audience with different points
of view. Then — once the feathers began to
fly at the Peacock network amid complaints
by anchors and other on-air personalities
who mistakenly thought they’d gone from
talent to management — the network brass
terminated the deal and ghosted McDaniel.

That could prove to be a costly mistake,
given that the Republican appears to be
rethinking the wisdom of her party’s long-
standing opposition to litigation and tort
claims.

According to Politico, McDaniel has met with
superstar lawyer Bryan Freedman, who has built a
successful practice helping broadcast stars — includ-
ing Chris Cuomo, Tucker Carlson, Don Lemon and
Megyn Kelly — negotiate their exits from network
contracts. At the very least, sources told Politico,
McDaniel wants her contributor contract paid out, at
a cost of $300,000 annually for two years. Politico
also reported that she is exploring the idea of suing for
defamation and the emotional distress of putting up
with a hostile work environment.

So what’s this story really about? It’s about the
dangers of groupthink. It’s about poor leadership by
well-paid but weak-kneed network bigwigs. And it’s
about a successful attempt by liberal media bullies to
kick out of their clubhouse someone with a different
point of view.

I can also tell you what it’s not about. It’s not really
about, as McDaniels’ critics claim, the fact that she
helped former president Donald Trump spread the
“big lie” that the 2020 election was stolen, or that she
herself misled reporters while heading the RNC. If
that were true, who would throw the first stone? The
media is full of former political operatives who — in
previous gigs — lied to reporters on behalf of some
politician, and then got hired by one of the same
media companies they misled. ABC News anchor
and host George Stephanopoulos — a former senior
adviser to Democratic president Bill Clinton — is just
one example.

It’s a crazy system. And it’s just another self-inflict-
ed injury by a media that is so busy telling everyone
else’s story that it can’t see that its own biography is
being written — in crayon.

crimscribe@icloud.com

Checking the Black Box

Ruben
Navarette

shout-out on X (formerly known as Twitter). I’'m guess-
ing that a computer or some form of Al monitors their
account, as the response I received was an apology for
the inconvenience and a pledge to help us sort out the

problem.

I’ll count that as a win for humans and a loss for Al.
At least I'm 1-0 in something this week since my
bracket didn’t survive this year’s March Madness.

Jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: * Our website
link (Submit your Letter) ¢+ E-Mail: email@news-banner.
com ¢ Fax: (260) 824-0700 « Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton
IN 46714 » Drop-off: 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton. All letters
must be signed and must include a phone number or address
in case verification is desired. Letters are edited for brevity and
clarity. Letters must be no more than 500 words. Please
mark your correspondence as a “Letter to the Editor,” or if you
wish to express an opinion to us but do not want it published,
please mark as “Not for Publication.”

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, April
2, the 93rd day of 2024.
There are 273 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On April 2, 2005, John
Paul 11, the Polish pope born
Karol Jézef Wojtyta, who
became one of the most
influential leaders of the
20th and early 21st centu-
ries while working to build
a moral foundation in the
modern world and playing
a crucial role in overthrow-
ing communism, died in his
Vatican apartment at age 84.

On this date:

In 1792, Congress passed
the Coinage Act, which
authorized establishment of
the U.S. Mint.

In 1865, Confederate
President Jefferson Davis

and most of his Cabinet
fled the Confederate capi-
tal of Richmond, Virginia,
because of advancing Union
forces.

In 1912, the just-com-
pleted RMS Titanic left
Belfast to begin its sea trials
eight days before the start of
its ill-fated maiden voyage.

In 1917, President
Woodrow Wilson asked
Congress to declare war
against Germany, saying,
“The world must be made
safe for democracy.” (Con-
gress declared war four days
later.)

In 1982, several thou-
sand troops from Argentina
seized the disputed Falkland
Islands, located in the south
Atlantic, from Britain. (Brit-
ain seized the islands back
the following June.)

Two men with decid-
edly different political
outlooks have been my
go-to sources on race in
America. They are Dr.
Thomas Sowell of the
Hoover Institution at
Stanford University and
Dr. Henry Louis Gates
Jr., professor and director
of the Hutchins Center
for African and African
American Research at
Harvard University.

Dr. Gates has just pub-
lished his latest book, “The Black
Box.” The title is a reference to a
box on hospital forms for newborns
which one must check to confirm
their race. Gates rightly calls this an
“absurdity,” largely because there are
no racial “purebreds,” and regardless
of how we look on the outside, we
are all equal on the inside.

My first reaction upon reading
his book was surprise that I didn’t
learn much of what he writes about
in high school or college. My second
reaction was anger because I didn’t.
One reason, I think, is that all of my
teachers were white and textbooks
sanitized the past in order to promote
a “my country right or wrong” patri-
otic narrative.

Dr. Gates uses the black box as a
metaphor for how African Americans
were once “locked in” when it came
to expressing themselves in writings
and, in some instances, locked them-

selves in by accepting this
type of racial censorship as
“the way itis.”

As with his other books
and PBS films, Dr. Gates
exposes not only the thoughts
and beliefs of some of the
nation’s Founders, but of
equal importance he uncov-
ers the works of African
American slaves and other
Black people who were
often censored by white
society. It is hard to believe

in today’s world that the writ-
ings of some Black authors had to be
validated by committees made up of
white people, the rationale being that
many believed “Negroes” too dumb
to be able to express themselves.
The opposite, of course, is true as the
author brilliantly shows us.
Practically everyone knows about
Thomas Jefferson’s flaming phrase
in the Declaration of Independence:
“... all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights...”
but how many know Jefferson’s
beliefs about Black people? In his
“Notes on the State of Virginia”
(1785), Jefferson claimed their
racial features, intellect and mor-
als were “fixed in human nature”
and so must necessarily be ruled
over “by the fine mixtures of red
and white.” There’s more from that
work and it’s even worse.
“Consider this paradox,” Dr.

Cal
Thomas

Gates writes: “Blackness was an
arbitrary category invented by
Europeans and Americans in the
Enlightenment to justify the horror
show of Black subjugation ... the
very concept of race is the child of
racism.” Thanks to advances in DNA
research, “what we popularly call
‘race’ is a social construct.” As has
been said by others, the only true
race is the human race.

About “The Philosophy of His-
tory,” published in 1837, Dr. Gates
writes, “G.W.F. Hegel wrote that
Africa ‘is no historical part of the
World; it has no movement or devel-
opment to exhibit.”” Hegel claimed
— falsely — “that Africa lacked a
tradition of writing, either in Europe-
an languages or indigenous African
languages ... (like others) He ignored
the Black written tradition in Arabic
at the University of Timbuktu. It
didn’t fit his thesis.”

It didn’t fit his thesis could be said
about supporters and practitioners of
the slave trade and Jim Crow laws
that kept Blacks from voting in the
South.

“The Black Box,” along with the
writings of Thomas Sowell, ought
to be mandatory reading in every
high school and American Univer-
sity, in large part to make up for the
suppressed writings of talented and
intelligent Black people of the past.
They deserve the attention and praise
most were denied in their time.

tcaeditors @tribpub.com
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Nutritional support for beautiful skin
Also: How to prevent UTIs

Question: My skin is getting drier,
duller and wrinklier. Could my
nutrition — not the best, I confess — be
affecting my skin quality? — Fran D.,
Charleston, South Carolina

Answer: Your skin is the body’s
largest organ and helps fend off
infection, regulate temperature and
produce vitamin D. But it’s easy to
damage.

You may know that you should wear
an SPF 35 sunscreen for all but about
30 minutes of sun exposure daily, not
smoke anything, use moisturizer daily,
stay hydrated, and never sleep in your
makeup. But you may not understand
how much influence what you eat has
on the quality of your skin.

A non-inflammatory diet is the
foundation of healthy skin — that means
no added sugars, red or processed meats
or ultra-processed foods. And specific
vitamins and polyphenols in food can
provide added benefits.

e Beta carotene (it’s converted into
vitamin A in your body) protects skin
from free radicals (they cause fine
lines, wrinkles and sagging). Beta
carotene comes from leafy green and
orange and yellow vegetables, fruits
like papaya, tomato products, and some
vegetable oils. You can get vitamin A
from herring, salmon, and fortified
milk and cereal.

e Foods loaded with omega-3s
promote heart health and help preserve
your collagen — a protein in skin that
keeps it firm and resilient. Get omega-
3s from walnuts, avocados, chia seeds,
salmon, herring and canola oil.

e Vitamin C also helps maintain
collagen. You can get a dose of C from
citrus fruits.

e Vitamin E is an antioxidant that
prevents cell damage. You can get E

Mehmet Oz, M.D. and
Mike Roizen, M.D.

from almonds and sunflower seeds.

 Polyphenols are antioxidants that
show up in coffee, tea, grapes and
dark chocolate (70 percent cacao) to
help protect you from sun-caused skin
aging.

TIP: If you use skin lotions/creams
with vitamin A or C in them, apply them
only at night. Sunlight will oxidize the
vitamins and trigger inflammation. And
for info on getting these nutrients from
supplements, visit LongevityPlaybook.
comand the iHerb.com blog, “Skin Care
Starter Pack: Collagen, Antioxidants,
Hydration.”

% k ook

Question: I keep getting UTls —
even though antibiotics seem to cure
them when they show up. What can I do
to help prevent them instead? — Elsie
R., White Plains, New York

Answer:  UTIs  (urinary tract
infections) are very common. More
than 50 percent of women get at least
one in their lifetime and up to 40 percent
of women who get a UTI have another
one in the next six months. Women

are 30 times as likely to have a UTI as
men are. They’re caused by bacterial
overgrowth in the bladder and urethra
that triggers pain or irritation when
urinating, an urge to pee when there’s
nothing there, and can even cause
blood in the urine, as well as mental
confusion and fatigue. According to the
Office on Women’s Health, if you get
a fever, the infection has reached your
kidneys.

In postmenopausal women, UTIs are
usually caused by a drop in estrogen
levels. Loss of estrogen causes thinning
of tissue and weakens the muscles in
your urethra so bacteria can sneak up
into your urinary tract more easily and
it reduces the level of healthy bacteria
in your urinary tract, making it harder
to fight off the bad guys.

You can help prevent the infection by
adopting the following routine:

e Don’t go longer than three to four
hours without urinating. Drink six to
eight glasses of water a day.

* Don’t douche or use feminine
sprays but do wash your genital area
well daily.

* Wipe from front to back.

e If you use birth control spermicides,
ask your gyno about trying another type
of birth control. And urinate after sex.

* Wear cotton underwear.

* Take a probiotic daily

* The Cleveland Clinic says cranberry
extract supplements can decrease your
risk for UTIs. And a 2023 review of
50 studies in JAMA Network found
that cranberry products, including
liquid extract and capsules, reduce the
risk of UTIs in women with recurrent
infections by 26 percent.

* And check out iHerb.com’s blog,
“15 Natural Ways to Support Urinary
Tract Health.”

Gloria offers a glimpse of a recent Friday evening

Tonight, six-year-old Eli-

jah came in from doing his
chores to report that Miss
Putter, our turkey hen, is sit-

The Amish Cook

ting on the nest. Sounds too

by Gloria Yoder | ;

good to be true! A couple

In closing we’ll wrap up
with a family favorite rice
casserole. Most folks who
don’t care so much for rice
will go for the second help-
ing of this yummy dish.

of weeks ago, the children
were impressed when a gen-
tleman from the area offered
to gift us with his two tur-
keys, a tom and a hen. “The
tom is tame,” he explained.
Now, seeing is believing.
This big black tom is truly
as tame as a cat. Even little
Joshua can go out there and
pet the strutting tom. One
day, when I heard Joshua’s
urgent cries, I went to inves-
tigate to find Joshua hang-
ing onto one of his wings in
an attempt to get him back
in his pen. This big bird will
follow you around the yard
like he feels at home when-
ever he’s with people.

Of course new pets
equals new names. We
debated, at last we decided
Strutter and Putter will do.
Since the hen started lay-
ing eggs I’ve been telling
the children we’ll need to
get an incubator to hatch
some eggs, now if Miss Put-
ter does it herself we won’t
need to worry about that.
The ducks have been laying
eggs in the same nest, what
will happen now?

By supper time, the sun
was at last peeking through
the clouds. We decided to
all sit outside to celebrate.

Thanks to Aunt Mary from
Ohio, who had made pizza
on her visit last week. The
leftovers had been frozen
and provided an easy sup-
per for six hungry children.
As the last bits of pizza were
scraped from the plates the
sun was hiding behind the
clouds once more, so we
opted to go for the living
room floor in front of the
heater for ice cream.

I marveled: life is so dif-
ferent now that the babies
are growing to be children,
old enough to add their per-
sonal contributions to the
family, whether it be help-
ing around the house, tell-
ing stories to each other, or
playing games together.

“When you were young-
er, and I needed a babysitter,
I had to get two sitters.”

“Why?” Hosanna wanted
to know.

We don’t remember what
it was like to be toddlers, do
we?

I kept it simple “It takes a
lot of care to make sure little
ones are well taken care of.”

One of the older children
noticed the sunshine which
would be sure to cut the
chill again, “Mom the sun
came out again, could we

leave the dishes for now and
go in the front yard to play
softball?”

“It will just take us a jiffy
to do them right away,” 1
assured.

After our song they
sprang into action and in
minutes the dishes were
cleared.

Now as I write I hear the
ding of a bat hitting a soft-
ball. And Hosanna, from her
perch on a bar stool on the
front porch is singing her
heart out. Surely, it’s worth
it all! She loves singing for
her imaginary audience.
Before she could read she’d
take a song book and turns
its pages, intently ‘reading
the words’ as she sang song
after song by memory.

Tonight we all want to
walk over to the school
house where the youth will
be practicing for a program.

I’m back again, it’s 9:30,
the children are all tucked
into bed. We loved listen-
ing to the program and with
several girls missing I even
got to help sing for a portion
of it. It brought back fond
memories of my youth years
and the times we would go
sing in nursing homes.

Daniel liked when I added
a dash of liquid smoke and
tossed in some extra onions
and peppers.

Easy Oven Rice

2 cups parboil rice

Y2 cup butter

1% teaspoon salt

2 tablespoons chicken
base

2 tablespoons minced
onion or %2 cup chopped
onion

2 tablespoons minced
garlic

1 tablespoon parsley

3 cups cooked diced
chicken

2 cups shredded cheese
of your choice (optional)

1. Place all ingredients in
a greased 9 by 13 inch bak-
ing dish.

2. Pour 4 cups water over
everything.

3. Cover and bake at 350
for 1 hour.

4. Carefully remove lid
from steaming rice and
serve.

*Chopped peppers,
mushrooms, peas, or any
other chopped veggies may
be added.

Area Things to See and Do

ALLEN COUNTY WAR
MEMORIAL COLISEUM
Journey: April 19; www.memorial-
coliseum.com

ARENA DINNER THEATER,
FORT WAYNE
“A Delightful Quarantine,” April
19-May 4; “The Drowsy Chaperone,”
June 14-29. www.arenadinnertheatre.
org

CLYDE THEATRE, FORT WAYNE
ClydeTheatre.com or at 1-800-514-
3849.

EMBASSY THEATER,
FORT WAYNE
Buddy Nolan Memorial Organ Con-
cert: Beatles Memorial Concert: April
17; Caissie Levey: Apr; 26; May 4;
Blippi: June 12; Nurse Blake: Nov. 15;
; http://fwembassytheatre.org/events

FIRE AND LIGHT
PRODUCTION, FORT WAYNE
“Finding Nemo Jr., April 11-13,
Arts United enter, 303 E. Main St., Fort
Wayne. Tickets at fireandlightproduc-
tions.com.

BOTANICAL
CONSERVATORY, FORT WAYNE
Botanical Speedway: through April
7; botanicalconservatory.org.

FORT WAYNE CIVIC THEATER
“Jersey Boys,” May 4-19; “Some-
thing Rotten,” July 21-30. Arts United
Center box office 260-424-5220; info
at www.fwcivic.org.

FORT WAYNE MUSEUM OF ART
“Lucky Monster” work by Jiha
Moon. Open Tuesday through Satur-

day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (until 8 p.m. on
Thursdays, noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.
www.fwmoa.org

FURTH CENTER, ANGOLA

Face2Face: April 26; Don McLean:
May 18; Hotel California: May 31;
trine.edu/furth

HONEYWELL CENTER WABASH
Los Lobos: April 6; Etta May
& Southern Fried Chicken: April 7;
Wayne Newton: April 18; Warrent:
April 19; Mutts Gone Nuts: April 20;
Led Zeppelin Evening: April 21; Alice:
April 27; Salute to the 60’s: April 31;
Killer Queen: July 12; Sawyer Brown:
Aug. 1; Tusk: Aug. 3; Happy Together
Tour: Aug. 18; HoneywellArts.org.

EAGLES THEATRE, WABASH
Doug Church & The Change of
Habait Tribute Band: May 2; Iron
Madians & Paradise Kitty: May 7;
Strutter: May 31; Duke Tumatoe: July
11; Twitty & Lynn: July 18; Lynch
Mob with George Lynch: Aug. 22; War
Hippies: Aug. 23; https://www.boxoffi-
ceticketsales.com/honeywell-center

ARTS UNITED CENTER, FW

Fort Wayne Ballet: fortwayneballet.
0g

PURDUE-FW THEATER

Williams Theatre on the Purdue-FW
campus. www.pfw.edu/visual-perform-
ing-arts.

SCIENCE CENTRAL,
FORT WAYNE

1950 N. Clinton St. in Fort Wayne.
Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Info at

260-424-2400 or at www.sciencecen-
tral.org

SWEETWATER SOUND,
FORT WAYNE
Performance Pavilion

KennyWayne Shepherd, May 18;
Tickets: 800-514-3849 or eTix

FOELLINGER
THEATRE, FORT WAYNE
Rockin the 80s: Aug. 2; Tesla: Sept.
25; Ticketmaster or 260-427-6000

BAKER STREET
CENTER, FORT WAYNE
April 27; Bayou Country: May 11;
www.bakerstreetcentre.com

PARKVIEW FIELD, FORT
WAYNE
Middle Waves Music Festival: June
15: ticketmaster.com

LERNER THEATRE, ELKHART
Saxon & Uriah Heep: Hell, Fire &
Choas: May 12; TheLerner.com

WAGON WHEEL, WARSAW

Funeral for Gangsters: April 19-20;
Hobbits & Fairies: April 27 (Sympho-
ny of the Lakes musical); Ryan Niemi-
ller (comedy): May 4; Disney’s Beauty
& the Beast: June 5-15; Kiss Me Kate:
June 20-29; The Wedding Singer: July
4-13; Murder on the Orient Express:
July 18-27; Beautiful (Carol King
musical): Aug. 1-10; Miracle on 34th
Street: Dec. 6-22; wagonwheelcenter.
org

ABCINEMA, DECATUR
130 W. Monroe St., Decatur. Infor-

mation: www.abcinemainc.com or 260-
724-SHOW
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SPORTS

Clark’s 41 points leads lowa to Final Four over LSU

By DOUG FEINBERG
AP Basketball Writer

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — Caitlin Clark
put up another sensational performance to
carry Iowa to its second straight Final Four.

The Hawkeyes’ superstar guard, whose
record-breaking exploits have brought
unprecedented attention to women'’s basket-
ball, made nine 3-pointers and finished with
41 points and 12 assists as lowa knocked
defending national champion LSU out of
the NCAA Tournament with a 94-87 victory
on Monday night.

“This one probably feels a little bit better.
It’s my senior year, with this group,” Clark
said. “A lot of people counted us out at the
beginning of the year with the people we
lost. And all we did was work really hard.
To get back here is really hard. This regional
was loaded with so much talent. The job’s
not finished.”

Top-seeded Iowa (33-4) will play either
UConn or Southern California in the nation-
al semifinals Friday night in Cleveland.

Monday’s highly anticipated matchup
was a rematch of last year’s national cham-
pionship game won by LSU, which drew
a record 9.9 million viewers. Both teams
wished that this meeting had come later in
the tournament instead of with a Final Four
berth at stake, but that was out of their con-
trol.

Clark, who also scored 41 points in the
regional finals last year, and Angel Reese of

LSU put on a memora-
ble show for the sold-
out crowd and the mil-
lions watching.

“There’s not a lot
of strategy. You’ve got
to guard her. Nobody
else seems to be able to
guard her,” LSU coach
Kim Mulkey said. “We
didn’t even guard her
last year when we beat them. She’s just a
generational player, and she just makes
everybody around her better.”

With the game tied at 45 after an enter-
taining first half, Clark took over in the third
quarter. The NCAA Division I all-time scor-
ing leader hit four 3-pointers, each deeper
than the previous one. Her fourth of the
quarter, from her signature logo range, made
it 61-52. It also was the 538th of her career,
which made her the all-time leader in that
category among NCAA Division I players,
passing Oklahoma’s Taylor Robertson.

Flau’jae Johnson scored 23 points for
No. 3 seed LSU (31-6), which fell short of
becoming the first repeat champion since
UConn in 2016.

“Tonight, I knew it was going to be a
night for the ages,” said Reese, who finished
with 17 points and 20 rebounds before foul-
ing out with 1:45 left.

Kate Martin scored 21 points for lowa
and Sydney Affolter added 16.

Former Dolphins, Colts player
Vontae Davis found dead in his
South Florida home at age 35

SOUTHWEST RANCHES, Fla. (AP) —
Former Miami Dolphins and Indianapolis
Colts cornerback Vontae Davis was found

dead in his South Flor-
ida home on Monday,
but police say no foul
play is suspected.
Police in the Fort
Lauderdale suburb
of Davie said they
responded to a medi-
cal emergency at
Davis’ home Mon-
day morning, but the
35-year-old was dead
when officers arrived.
No cause of death has
been released pending autopsy results.
Police said in a statement that the investiga-
tion is still active.

Davis played for 10 seasons in the NFL
after being drafted 25th overall by the Dol-
phins in 2009 out of Illinois.

“We are heartbroken by the sudden pass-
ing of former Dolphins CB Vontae Davis
and extend our deepest condolences to his
family & loved ones during this difficult
time,” the Dolphins wrote in a statement on
social media.

Davis played three seasons for Miami
before being traded to Indianapolis just

Vontae Davis

before the 2012 season. He played six sea-
sons with the Colts. Team owner Jim Irsay
offered his prayers to Davis’ family in a
statement and shared a photo of Davis in a
Colts jersey on social media.

“Extremely saddened to hear of the pass-
ing of Vontae Davis. A great guy, teammate,
player,” Irsay wrote.

The Colts also issued a statement say-
ing they were devastated to hear of Davis’
death.

“He was a standout player in his six sea-
sons with the Horseshoe, but he was an even
better teammate who carried a smile and
positive energy every day,” the team said.

The Washington, D.C., native signed
with the Buffalo Bills for 2018 but left the
team at halftime of the season’s second
game. He released a statement announcing
his retirement after the game, saying that
after multiple injuries and surgeries, “Real-
ity hit me fast and hard: I shouldn’t be out
there anymore.”

The Bills said they were saddened to
learn of Davis’ death and that they were
“thinking of his friends, family, and loved
ones during this difficult time.”

Davis played in 121 games, intercepting
22 passes and returning one for a touchdown.
He was selected for the Pro Bowl in 2014 and
2015 while a member of Indianapolis.

NIT semifinals is no ‘Hoosiers’ for
Sycamores — It's what they expect

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Indiana State
coach Josh Schertz left the measuring tape at
home Monday.

In the midst of a 31-win season that includ-
ed a Missouri Valley Conference regular-
season title and the school’s first AP Top 25
appearance in nearly half a century, Schertz
found it unnecessary to show his players the
free-throw line, the rim or even the 3-point
line at Hinkle Fieldhouse were any different
from what they have at home.

No, reaching the NIT semifinals is not a
surprising “Hoosiers” experience. It’s what
Indiana State expected to do after being left
out of the NCAA Tournament.

“We talked about going into our prepara-
tion that week between the MVC Tourna-
ment and the NCAA Selection Show where
we didn’t know if we were going to be in
(the NCAA Tournament and we said we were
going to be prepared to try to prove the com-
mittee right hopefully by being in the tourna-
ment and advancing or preparing to prove
the committee wrong,” Schertz said Monday.
“Turns out we had to prepare to prove the
committee wrong.”

The Sycamores (31-6) have spent all sea-
son proving people wrong.

In the MVC preseason poll, they were
picked fourth. When they were written off
after falling into an 18-point, second-half
deficit in the MVC title game, the Sycamores
valiantly fought back before losing 84-80 to
Drake. And when the NCAA selection com-
mittee ignored their high NET ranking, Indi-
ana State didn’t fret.

The Sycamores decided to chase history.

Beating Utah (22-14) in Tuesday night’s
semifinal would tie Indiana State’s longest
postseason winning streak in its Division I
era, matching the four wins from 1979 when

the unbeaten Sycamores marched to the
national championship game with Larry Bird.
Schertz said the Hall of Fame forward has fol-
lowed the tourney run but isn’t sure if Bird
will return to his home state for this week’s
games.

Beating Utah and either Georgia or Seton
Hall in Thursday’s championship game would
match the program’s single-season school
record for victories and bring the school its
first postseason crown since the 1950 NAIA
championship.

And with just 85 miles separating NIT host
Butler University from Bird’s statue outside
the Hulman Center, the last mid-major team
still playing is expected to have a decided
home-court advantage.

“I feel like we really don’t view it as that,”
guard Ryan Conwell said. “I feel like we view
it as we’re just a really good team, and I feel
like we also just believe in one another, and
I feel like that’s what’s been keeping us, you
know, pushing and allowed us to keep play-
ing.”

But the Sycamores don’t look like any of
the other men’s teams that survived March.
The others are all power-conference schools.

Indiana State starts four guards, leads the
nation in 3-pointers made (403), has just two
players topping 6-foot-8 and boasts one of
college basketball’s most unusual and intrigu-
ing stars, sophomore center Robbie Avila.

At 6-10, 240 pounds, the goggle-wearing
Avila has become a star on and off the court
with social media followers nicknaming him
everything from “Cream Abdul-Jabbar” to
“Milk Chamberlain” and “Larry Blurred.”

Avila, a first-team all-MVC selection who
averages 17.3 points, 6.5 rebounds and 4.1
assists, said it all began after a Thanksgiving
tournament in Las Vegas before hitting a fever
pitch when Indiana State bega re-emerging on
the national map in January and February.

Iowa’s lead bal-
looned to 65-52
before LSU scored six
straight points. The
Tigers trailed 69-58
heading into the fourth
quarter before scoring
the first five points to
get within 69-63.

But they got
no closer as Clark
wouldn’t let the Hawkeyes lose. Her ninth
3-pointer, which tied the March Madness
single-game record, made it 80-69 with 5:05
left. She pumped her chest as she ran back
down the court and yelled to the adoring
crowd.

“We really knew it was on the defensive
end. We knew we were going to be able to
be fine on offense,” said Clark, who was
named the region’s Most Outstanding Play-
er. “We’ve been fine on offense all year.
I think it was just getting stops and being
physical. They rebounded the ball really
well, but we weathered every storm. You’ve
got to give them a lot of credit. They had a
great year.”

Clark has already declared for this year’s
WNBA draft. Reese, too, will have a deci-
sion to make about whether to turn pro or
come back for one more season.

The game got off to a quick start and the
first quarter was an offensive clinic by both
teams. Clark got the scoring going early,

much to the delight of a pro-lowa crowd.
She hit a 3 to start the game, breaking a tie
with Diana Taurasi for most 3-pointers in
women’s NCAA Tournament history.

TIowa led 17-9 before Mulkey called
timeout. That seemed to settle her team
down as the Tigers outscored the Hawkeyes
22-9 the rest of the quarter behind Reese,
who finished the opening 10 minutes with
10 points, five rebounds and three assists to
go along with two steals.

The Tigers got a scare in the second quar-
ter when Reese went down trying to block
Clark’s shot. She rolled her right ankle on a
TV camera on the baseline and hopped off
the court. The trainers looked at it and she
rode a stationary bike for a few minutes
before returning to the game. Reese was a
little slower getting up the court but other-
wise appeared unaffected.

Johnson made an acrobatic shot just
before the halftime buzzer to tie the game.
Clark had 19 points in the first half.

MORE CLARK RECORDS

Clark broke the NCAA Tournament
assists record of 136 that was held by Teme-
ka Johnson of LSU. Clark has 140. She
matched Courtney Moses of Purdue in 2012
and Kia Nurse of UConn in 2017 with her
nine 3-pointers.

UP NEXT

The Hawkeyes only played in the nation-
al semifinals one time previously before last
season, and that was in 1993.

High School Calendar

TUESDAY, APRIL 2

BASEBALL: Norwell at South Adams, 5
p.m.; Bluffton at New Haven, 5 p.m.; Southern
Wells at Oak Hill, 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Eastbrook, 5:30

p.m.

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Eastbrook at
Bluffton. 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3

SOFTBALL: Norwell at Southern Wells, 5
p.m.; Bellmont at Bluffton, 5 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD: Eastbrook at Bluffton,
5:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 4

BASEBALL: Bluffton at Blackford, 5 p.m.;
Southern Wells at Liberty Christian, 5 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Norwell at Bluffton, 4:30

p.m.
SOFTBALL: Eastbrook at Norwell 5:30

p.m.
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Southern
Wells/Madison-Grant at Daleville Invite, 5 p.m.
FRIDAY, APRIL 5
BASEBALL: Eastbrook at Norwell, 5 p.m.;

Bluffton at Howard County Invitational vs.
Rossville at Northwestern High School, 7:30

p.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Eastbrook, 5:30
p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 6

BASEBALL: Bluffton at Howard County
Invitational vs. TBD, 10 a.m.; Wes-Del at
Southern Wells, 10 a.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Central Noble, 12
p.m.; Southern Wells at Winchester, 11 a.m.

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Southern Wells
at Muncie Burris Owl Invite, 10 a.m.

MONDAY, APRIL 8

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Oak Hill, 5:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 9

BASEBALL: Mississinewa at Norwell, 5
p.m.; Bluffton at Manchester, 5 p.m.

BOYS GOLF: Wayne/Bellmont at Norwell,
5 p.m.; Adams Central at Bluffton, 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Norwell at Columbia City,
5 p.m.; Bluffton at Mississinewa, 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Manchester, 5
p.m.

Shota Imanaga stars in MLB
debut as Cubs beat Rockies

By JAY COHEN
AP Baseball Writer
CHICAGO (AP) — For
his warmup music ahead of
his first major league start,
Shota Imanaga

all the way to the wall.

Ian Happ and Seiya Suzuki
raced home as the Wrigley
Field crowd of 40,072 roared
its approval. Jones’ throw
from the warn-

picked The Fratel-
lis’ “Chelsea Dag-
ger” — the goal-
scoring song for
the NHL’s Chicago
Blackhawks.

It sure sounds
as if he is feeling at
home in Chicago.

Imanaga

ing track got away
from second base-
man Brendan Rod-
gers in the outfield
grass, and Morel
scored on a head-
first slide.

Jones also
dropped a routine
fly ball during

pitched six spar-
kling innings in his
major league debut,
and the Cubs used another
defensive mistake by Nolan
Jones to beat the Colorado
Rockies 5-0 on Monday.

Working in short sleeves
on a cold, gray afternoon,
Imanaga struck out nine in
Chicago’s home opener. The
Japanese left-hander, who
signed a $53 million, four-
year contract with the Cubs in
January, allowed two singles
and walked none — throwing
65 of his 92 pitches for strikes.

“What he did really well
today is something that he’s
always done well is he threw
a ton of strikes,” said manager
Craig Counsell, who won his
home debut with Chicago
after he was hired in Novem-
ber. “And then with the condi-
tions today, the walk is kind
of one of the worst things you
can do from a pitching stand-
point.”

Dakota Hudson also was
impressive in his first start for
Colorado, but a pair of errors
on Jones on one play in the
sixth sent the right-hander to
the loss.

With one out and runners
on first and second in a score-
less game, Christopher Morel
lined a single into left field.
The ball went under the glove
of a charging Jones and rolled

Shota Imanaga

Sunday’s 5-1 loss

at Arizona, lead-
ing to two unearned
runs.

“T just think I didn’t get my
glove down,” he said. “It’s
two days in a row that I’ve
made mistakes in the outfield
and lost us games. It’s unac-
ceptable and I need to be bet-
ter for our team.”

Cody Bellinger added a
two-run single in the seventh
as Chicago earned its second
straight win after dropping the
first two games of the season
at Texas.

Hudson (0-1) was charged
with three unearned runs and
four hits in 5 1/3 innings. He
agreed to a one-year deal with
Colorado in free agency.

“Good to get out there.
... Just trying to eat up some
innings and keep the ball on
the ground the best I could,”
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Hudson said.

Yency Almonte worked
the seventh for Chicago
before Drew Smyly finished
the three-hitter.

Imanaga (1-0) was work-
ing on a no-hitter before
Charlie Blackmon singled
to center with two out in the
sixth inning. Rodgers fol-
lowed with another base hit,
but Imanaga escaped the jam
by fanning Jones.

“It was a unique atmo-
sphere, especially in the last
strikeout,” Imanaga said
through a translator. “And it
might have not been the best
pitch (with) regards to pitch
speed, but getting the support
from the fans I was able to get
that strikeout.”

Colorado got its first bas-
erunner when Kris Bryant
reached on third baseman
Morel’s error in the second.
But Ryan McMahon and
Elias Diaz struck out swing-
ing before Ezequiel Tovar
flied out, ending the inning.

UPNEXT

Colorado left-hander Kyle
Freeland and Chicago right-
hander Javier Assad take the
mound on Tuesday night.
Freeland (0-1, 38.57 ERA)
was rocked for 10 runs and
10 hits in 2 1/3 innings in a
16-1 loss at Arizona on Thurs-
day on opening day. Assad is
making his first appearance of
the season.
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BASKETBALL
High School

Boys’ Basketball State Final
Saturday’s Scores
IHSAA State Championship
Class 4A
Fishers 65, Ben Davis 56
Class 3A
Scottsburg 67, S. Bend St. Joseph’s
57

Class 2A
Brownstown 55, Wapahani 36
Class 1A
Ft. Wayne Canterbury 48, Bethesda
Christian 41

College

Men’s Basketball Scores
No Games.

Women’s Basketball Scores
lowa 94, LSU 87

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

Pct GB
z-Boston 59 16 .787 —
New York 44 30 595 14%
Philadelphia 40 35 .533 19
Brooklyn 29 47 .382 30%
Toronto 23 51 311 35%

Southeast Division

Pct GB
Orlando 44 31 587 —
Miami 41 33 .554 2%
Atlanta 35 40 .467 9
Charlotte 18 57 .240 26

Washington 14 61 .187 30
Central Divisio

L Pct GB

Milwaukee 47 27 .635 —

Cleveland 45 30 .600 2%

Indiana 43 33 .566 5

Chicago 36 40 474 12

Detroit 13 62 173 34Y%

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division

W L Pct GB

Dallas 45 29 .608 —_

New Orleans 45 30 .600 Y2

Houston 38 36 .514 7

Memphis 25 50 .333 20%

San Antonio 18 57 .240 27%
Northwest Division

Pct GB

x-Oklahoma City5222 .703 —

x-Denver 52 23 .693 Ya

Minnesota 51 23 .689 1

Utah 29 46 .387 23%

Portland 19 56 .253 33%
Pacific Division

w Pct GB

L.A. Clippers 47 27 .635 —

Sacramento 43 31 .581 4

Phoenix 44 31 587 3%

L.A Lakers 42 33 .560 5%

Golden State 40 34 .541 7

x-clinched playoff spot
z-clinched conference
Sunday’s Games

Bird flu continues to spread through [LJ411'///3 1§12

Denver 130, Cleveland 101
L.A. Lakers 116, Brooklyn 104
Philadelphia 135, Toronto 120
Miami 119, Washington 107
L.A. Clippers 130, Charlotte 118
Dallas 125, Houston 107
Chicago 109, Minnesota 101
Golden State 117, San Antonio 113
Oklahoma City 113, New York 112
Sacramento 127, Utah 106
Monday’s Games
Boston 118, Charlotte 104
Memphis 110, Detroit 108
Orlando 104, Portland 103
Indiana 133, Brooklyn 111
Atlanta 113, Chicago 101
Phoenix 124, New Orleans 111
Tuesday’s Games
L.A. Lakers at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Milwaukee at Washington, 7 p.m.
New York at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Philadelphia,
7:30 p.m.
Houston at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Cleveland at Utah, 9 p.m.
San Antonio at Denver, 9 p.m.
Dallas at Golden State, 10 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Sacramento, 10
m.

p.

HOCKEY
NHL.

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
7543 17 15101249208
5 99243188
9 95275231
7 89259 241
8 82251249

x-Boston
x-Florida 7547 23
Toronto 7443 22
Tampa Bay74 41 26
Detroit 7537 30
Buffalo 753535 5 75223227
Ottawa 733336 4 70236253
Montreal 7328 33 12 68200 249
Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
x-NY Rangers755021 4104259 211
x-Carolina 7547 21 7101255199
Philadelphia7636 29 11 83222239
Washington7336 27 10 82201232
N.Y. Islanders743227 15 79220 248
Pittsburgh 74 33 30 11 77220222
New Jersey7436 34 4 76243252
Columbus 7525 38 12 62217 273

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
x-Dallas 7547 19 9103276 220
x-Colorado 7547 22 6100280 225
Winnipeg 7444 24 6 94224 184
Nashville 7443 27 4 90244 225
St. Louis 7439 31 4 82213224
Minnesota 733529 9 79224233
Arizona 743138 5 67226248
Chicago 7422 47 5 49165260

Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
x-Vancouver744620 8100255 197
Edmonton 7245 23 4 94262 206
Vegas 744125 8 90238216
Los Angeles733824 11 87226 193

Calgary 7334 34 5 73224238

Seattle 7330 30 13 73193 211

Anaheim 7524 47 4 52182272

San Jose 7317 48 8 42163294

NOTE: Two points for a win, one
point for overtime loss. Top three

teams in each division and two wild

cards per conference advance to
playoffs.
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference
Sunday’s Games
Vancouver 3, Anaheim 2
Monday’s Games
Columbus 4, Colorado 1
Toronto 6, Florida 4
N.Y. Islanders 4, Philadelphia 3, OT
Pittsburgh 5, N.Y. Rangers 2
Detroit 4, Tampa Bay 2
Edmonton at St. Louis, late
Los Angeles at Winnipeg, late
Seattle at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.
Tuesday’s Games
Florida at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Washington at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Chicago at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30
p.m.
Boston at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Ottawa at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Vancouver at Vegas, 10 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB
AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division
W L Pct GB
New York 4 01.000 —
Baltimore 3 1 .750 1
Boston 2 2 .500 2
Tampa Bay 2 3 400 2%
Toronto 2 3 .400 2%
Central Division
w Pct GB
Detroit 4 01.000 —
Cleveland 3 1 .750 1
Minnesota 2 1 .667 1%
Kansas City 1 3 .250 3
Chicago 0 4 .000 4
West Division
W L Pct GB
Texas 3 1 .750 —
LosAngeles 2 2 .500 1
Seattle 2 2 .500 1
Oakland 1 3 .250 2
Houston 1 4 .200 2%

Monday’s Games
Atlanta 9, Chicago White Sox 0,
8 innings
Baltimore 6, Kansas City 4
Texas 9, Tampa Bay 3
L.A. Angels 7, Miami 4
Detroit 5, N.Y. Mets 0, 10 innings
Houston 10, Toronto 0
Boston at Oakland, late
Cleveland at Seattle, late
N.Y. Yankees at Arizona, late
Tuesday’s Games
Minnesota (Varland 0-0) at Mil-
waukee (Junis 0-0), 4:10 p.m.

Agriculture

Kansas City (Marsh 0-0) at Balti-
more (Irvin 0-0), 6:35 p.m.

L.A. Angels (Anderson 0-0) at
Miami (Luzardo 0-0), 6:40 p.m.

Texas (Heaney 0-0) at Tampa Bay
(Eflin 0-1), 6:50 p.m.

Detroit (Mize 0-0) at N.Y. Mets
(Houser 0-0), 7:10 p.m.

Atlanta (Lépez 0-0) at Chicago
White Sox (Crochet 0-1), 7:40 p.m.

Toronto (Berrios 1-0) at Houston
(Valdez 0-0), 8:10 p.m.

Boston (Bello 1-0) at Oakland
(Wood 0-1), 9:40 p.m.

Cleveland (Bieber 1-0) at Seattle
(Castillo 0-1), 9:40 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (Cortes 0-0) at Ari-
zona (Gallen 1-0), 9:40 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE

East Division
W L Pct GB
Atlanta 3 1 .75 —
Philadelphia 1 3 .250 2
Washington 1 3 .250 2
New York 0 4 .000 3
Miami 0 5 .000 3%

Central Divisiol
w Pct GB
Pittsburgh 5 01.000 —
Milwaukee 3 01.000 1
Cincinnati 3 1 .750 1%
Chicago 2 2 .500 2%
St. Louis 1 3 .250 3%

West Division
W L Pct GB
Arizona 3 1 .75 —
LosAngeles 4 2 .667 —
San Diego 3 3 .500 1
San Francisco 2 2 .500 1
Colorado 1 4 .200 2%

Monday’s Games

Atlanta 9, Chicago White Sox 0,
8 innings

Chicago Cubs 5, Colorado 0

Pittsburgh 8, Washington 4

L.A. Angels 7, Miami 4

Cincinnati 6, Philadelphia 3, 10
innings

Detroit 5, N.Y. Mets 0, 10 innings

N.Y. Yankees at Arizona, late

St. Louis at San Diego, late

San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers,
late

Tuesday’s Games

Minnesota (Varland 0-0) at Mil-
waukee (Junis 0-0), 4:10 p.m.

Cincinnati (Ashcraft 0-0) at Phila-
delphia (Turnbull 0-0), 6:40 p.m.

L.A. Angels (Anderson 0-0) at
Miami (Luzardo 0-0), 6:40 p.m.

Detroit (Mize 0-0) at N.Y. Mets
(Houser 0-0), 7:10 p.m.

Atlanta (Lopez 0-0) at Chicago
White Sox (Crochet 0-1), 7:40 p.m.

Colorado (Freeland 0-1) at Chi-
cago Cubs (Assad 0-0), 7:40 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (Cortes 0-0) at Ari-
zona (Gallen 1-0), 9:40 p.m.

St. Louis (Mikolas 0-1) at San
Diego (Darvish 0-0), 9:40 p.m.

San Francisco (Webb 0-0) at
L.A. Dodgers (Glasnow 1-0), 10:10
p.m.

U.S. dairies to Michigan and Idaho

By AGDAILY

Highly pathogenic avian
influenza has been found
on dairy herds in Michigan
and Idaho, indicating fur-
ther spread to other U.S.
states. At the same time, The
Washington Post has report-
ed that a person in Texas is
being treated for the illness
after coming in contact with
dairy cows — the second
such case in a human.

The National Veterinary
Services Laboratories con-
firmed the presence of bird
flu in the Michigan herd on
Friday after the herd had
recently brought in cows
from Texas. The strain con-
firmed was similar to those
found in Texas and Kansas
dairies.

Presumptive positive
test results have also been
received for additional herds
in New Mexico, Idaho, and
Texas.

The U.S. Department
of Agriculture will share
updates if those tests are con-
firmed positive by the nation-
al laboratories. “Federal and
state agencies continue to
conduct additional testing
in swabs from sick animals
and unpasteurized clinical
milk samples from sick ani-
mals, as well as viral genome
sequencing, to assess whether
HPAI or another unrelated ill-

ness may be underlying any
symptoms,” the USDA wrote
in a news release on Friday.

It is believed that the
strain confirmed in Texas
and Kansas herds was intro-
duced by wild birds (H5N1,
Eurasian lineage goose/
Guangdong clade 2.3.4.4b).
Initial testing has not found
changes to the virus that
would make it more trans-
missible to humans. While
cases among humans in
direct contact with infected
animals are possible, this
indicates that the current risk
to the public remains low.

The spread of symptoms
within the Michigan cattle
herd suggests that HPAI
transmission among cattle is
possible. The USDA and its
partners closely monitor the
situation and have advised
veterinarians and producers
to adhere to strict biosecu-
rity measures.

This includes testing ani-
mals before any necessary
movements, reducing ani-
mal transfers, and isolating
sick cattle from the herd.
Among the affected dairies,
the symptomatic animals
have recovered after being
isolated, with minimal to no
associated deaths reported.

There is no concern
regarding the safety of the
commercial milk supply

since all products undergo
pasteurization before reach-
ing the market. Therefore,
this situation does not pose
a risk to consumer health.
Dairies are mandated to send
only milk from healthy cows
for human consumption.

Milk from affected ani-
mals is either diverted or
destroyed to prevent it from
entering the human food
chain. Pasteurization has
effectively deactivated bac-
teria and viruses, including
influenza, in milk. Pasteuri-
zation is mandatory for any
milk intended for inter-
state commerce. The FDA
has long held the view that
unpasteurized, raw milk can
contain harmful microorgan-
isms that pose significant
health risks to consumers. In
light of the HPAI detections,
the FDA is reminding con-
sumers about the associated
risks of consuming raw milk.

Due to the limited infor-
mation on HPAI transmis-
sion through raw milk, the
FDA advises the industry
against producing or selling
raw milk or unpasteurized
milk cheese products made
from cows exhibiting signs
of illness, including those
infected with or exposed to
avian influenza.

The FDA says that they
are unaware of any milk or

U.S. farmers expect to plant less
corn, more soybean acres in 2024

By AGDAILY

Producers surveyed
across the United States
intend to plant 90 million
acres of corn in 2024, down
5 percent from last year,
according to the Prospective
Plantings report released by
the National Agricultural
Statistics Service.

Planted acreage inten-
tions for corn are down or
unchanged in 38 of the 48
estimating states. Acreage
decreases of 300,000 acres
or more from last year are
expected in Illinois, Indi-
ana, Iowa, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Ohio, South Dakota,
and Texas. If realized, the
planted area of corn in Ari-
zona and Oregon will be the
largest on record.

Soybean growers intend
to plant 86.5 million acres
in 2024, up 3 percent from
last year. Acreage increases
from last year of 100,000
or more are expected in

Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, North Dakota, Ohio,
and South Dakota. Record
high acreage is expected in
Kentucky and New York.
“The increase in soybean
acreage was kind of expect-
ed going into this report,”
said Betty Resnick, Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federa-
tion economist. “In a time
of declining prices, farmers
really turn to soybeans as

they are a lower input, less
risky crop overall, so they
make sense in a time of
price uncertainty.”

The Prospective Plant-
ings report provides the first
official, survey-based esti-
mates of U.S. farmers’ 2024
planting intentions. NASS’s
acreage estimates are based
on surveys conducted dur-
ing the first two weeks of
March from a sample of
nearly 72,000 farm opera-
tors across the nation.
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food product from symp-
tomatic cows entering inter-
state commerce. Further-
more, if milk from symp-
tomatic cows is intended
for calf feeding, the FDA
strongly recommends heat
treatment to eliminate harm-
ful bacteria or viruses, such
as influenza. For more infor-
mation on food safety from
the FDA, including details
about the sale and consump-
tion of raw milk, click here.

So far, the milk loss
resulting from symptomatic
cattle has been minimal and
is not expected to signifi-
cantly impact the supply or
the price of milk and other
dairy products. Additionally,
due to increased seasonal
production, the U.S. typical-
ly has an ample milk supply
during the spring months.

In collaboration with
state and industry partners,
federal agencies encour-
age farmers and veterinar-
ians to promptly report any
cattle illnesses to monitor
potential additional cases
and minimize the impact
and risk to farmers, farm-
workers, consumers, and
other animals. Producers are
advised to consult with their
veterinarians to report cattle
illnesses and implement
enhanced biosecurity mea-
sures promptly.
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Dear Annie: I am very confused. |
have a friend who is 70 and is in the
hospital. She has put a mutual friend,
“Dorothy,” down as her daughter.
She has a son, but he is a man-child.

Our friend Dorothy has so many
obligations as it is. Dorothy and I are
close, and we are similar ages. I do
not have siblings, since my brother
passed away at a young age. I have
an 85-year-old father who has been
both mother and father to me.

I have had “Fred” as my life part-
ner for nine years already!

You see, after my father passes, |
will have Fred to lean on. But when
Fred passes, I will not have anyone.
Dorothy says that she will always be
there for me. I don’t want to burden
anyone. I have finances of my own. I
won’t need monetary things. I do not
have anyone to leave my things to.
I hate to think of myself alone with
things I have bought. Those things
will not comfort me in my lonely
life.

Do you have any thoughts on this
subject? — Feeling Alone

Dear Alone: You seem to be wor-
rying about things you can’t control
in the future. It sounds like you have
generalized anxiety and may need
the help of a professional therapist.
You sound like a loving person who
has family and a life partner as your
support system — more than many
people have. Try to focus on the pres-
ent day instead of worrying about
the future. The present is a present.

Dear Annie: I enjoy your column
and read it every day.

I have been blessed with several
grandchildren and was wondering if
I could get some ideas on when to

Worried about how
lonely my life will be

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

stop with birth-
day gifts. I am
thinking that
after their 18th
birthday, I will
just go with
Christmas gifts.

I have heard
stories where
grandparents
end up buying
gifts for the spous-
es of their grandchildren and then the
great-grandchildren.

I truly can afford the gifts, but 1
would like to get out of this constant
whirlwind. Do you have any sugges-
tions? — Confused Grandmother

Dear Confused Grandmother:
My suggestion for you is to stop giv-
ing gifts when you feel like not giv-
ing gifts. It really doesn’t matter if
it’s birthday or Christmas or both. It
truly is the thought that counts. But if
you are going to start to feel resent-
ful because it is a burden, then don’t
give the gifts. Rather, if you love the
idea of your grandchildren — even
grown grandchildren — opening
something from you, then keep giv-
ing. In this case, to each his own
makes the most sense.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidelity,
communication and reconciliation
— is available as a paperback and
e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham §

God will help us be
witnesses for His Name

among people to
demonstrate His
love. His three-year

turn from sin and walk
toward Him, desiring to
obey His Word and fol-
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS

By Bil Keane

Question: I was asked
by a co-worker what
the Gospel of Jesus is. |
couldn’t explain it clear-
ly. What’s the most con-
cise way to be an effec-
tive witness? I want to
be faithful in speaking
God’s truth.— R.W.

Answer: The Bible
says, “Christ died for
our sins according to the

public ministry led
Him to the cross where
He shed His blood for
us. The sins of mankind
were placed upon Him
who took our penalty for
sin. Jesus bore our sins
to set us free from sin.
He conquered death and
was resurrected for the
purpose of giving eter-
nal life to all who will
submit to Him. What

low Him. He empowers
us to do this. We won’t
be perfect, but His Spirit
will guide us joyfully.
No one ever hears the
Gospel proclaimed with-
out making some kind of
decision. The Spirit of
God will go ahead of us
when we witness — pre-
paring the way, giving us
the words, and granting
us courage to speak His

©2024 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Know what, Mommy? I’m wearin’
the layered look — a layer of
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WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,

117(9/6

at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school

2

21

diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have

oo

any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including

physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,

LN

oo

polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from

NN B0

(e

@)

the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the

—

&)

physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary

114

range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-

\l

2 38 1

ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application

©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty: %%

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

PRECISION LAND MAN-
AGEMENT
Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition

Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

Public Notices

STATE OF INDIANA )
) SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS)
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
CASE NO.
90C01-2403-EU-000011
IN RE: THE UNSUPERVISED
ESTATE OF RICHARD D.
LAUTZENHEISER, DECEASED
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Cynthia L. Brown was on the 20th
day of March, 2024 appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the Estate
of Richard D. Lautzenheiser,
deceased, who died on February
18, 2024.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton,
March 20, 2024.

Indiana,

Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
Troy C. Kiefer, 27910-50
Beers Mallers, LLP
110 West Berry Street, Suite 1100
Fort Wayne, IN 46802
Telephone: (260) 426-9706
Facsimile: (260) 420-1314
Attorneys for Personal Represen-
tative
nb 3/26, 4/2
hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA )
) SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )

IN THE WELLS

CIRCUIT COURT

2024 TERM

CAUSE NO.

90C01-2403-EU-000012
IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF
LORENA E. SPAULDING, deceased

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Richard E. Spaulding and Gregory
A. Spaulding, were on March 21,
2024, appointed Co-Personal Rep-
resentatives of the Estate of Lore-
na E. Spaulding, deceased, who
died on March 5, 2024.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this
March 21, 2024.

Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
Colin Z. Andrews #26767-49
Andrews & Crell, P.C.
116 South Main Street
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-4049
Attorney for the Estate

nb 3/26, 4/2

hspaxip
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can be found on our website at

4/2 www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
EMPLOYMENT location will be emailed to the

applicant. The application
must be completed by April 20,
2024.

Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY HIGHWAY
Seeking Full Time Bookkeep-
er. Salaried, eligible for
health benefits & pension.
Computer knowledge re-
quired. Must be proficient
with Microsoft Word and Ex-
cel. Willing to learn new soft-
ware programs.

Ability to communicate
effectively with employees
and public. Ability to keep
accurate records, organize
and maintain office files.

JOLLEY
OALESINC

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is

looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to

Knowledge of county road lo-
cations.

Application and more infor-
mation available at
wellscounty.org/highway de-
partment/ or at the highway
office. Send application to
828 E 200 S, Bluffton or
highway@wellscounty.org.
Accepting applications until
April 15th.

dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

Lottery Numbers

Monday’s Drawings Daily Four-Evening —
HOOSIER LOTTERY 08-04-04-02, SB: 08
Cash 5 — 05-06-07-37-

Quick Draw Evening
— 11-12-13-16-24-26-33-
41-42-44-46-47-50-52-57-
70-73-75-76-77, BE: 77

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $8.2 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Tuesday): $36 million

POWERBALL
19-24-40-42-56 Power-
ball: 23; Power Play: 2X

Public Sale Calendar

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING APRIL 4 STARTING AT 6 p.m.
EST - Joann Groves, Anita Miller & Veda Ewart POA, owner.
6 p.m.: 2,132 sf, 4 bedroom, 1 bath, partial basement, 2-car
attached garage, sitting on .4 acre city lot, South Adams Commu-
nity School, Wabash Township, Adams County. 6:30 p.m.: Furni-
ture, household items, cast iron pans, lots of collectibles, dishes,
Zippo lighters & more! Preview March 25, 5-6 p.m., 230 High
Street, Geneva. Pick up April 5, 1-5 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique Blue Bar and
Grill (Formerly Stag Bar), seller. Ongoing needs. Outstanding
collection of beer signs, neon signs, beer taps, collectibles, tools,
much more. Preview: April 4 and April 11 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
205 W. Market St., Bluffton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., http://
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

APRIL 8-APRIL 15 - (Online Only Auction) - Fort Wayne Com-
munity Schools, seller. Excess needs of FWCS Transportation
Department. Mechanic and shop equipment, shelving, computer
monitors and electronics, office furniture, parts washer, air com-
pressor, much more. Preview: April 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
6006 Ardmore Ave., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group Inc.,
260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 9 - 6 p.m. - Michael & Shelley Mossburg, owners.
Wells County Chamber of Commerce, 211 Water Street, Bluffton.
Commercial real estate & land auction. Seven tracts to be sold
in individual tracts or any combinations. Open house March 26,
5-6 p.m. or by appointment, 1600 W. Washington St., Bluffton.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.

APRIL 12-APRIL 19 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of
Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Huge jewelry and coin
auction. Seven Rolex watches, fine diamond rings, necklaces,
earrings, 14ct, 18ct and 22ct gold jewelry, sterling silver jewelry,
350+ Invicta luxury watches, coin collection. Auction preview:
April 14 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN.
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 13-APRIL 20 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of
Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Major personal property
auction. 2008 Mercedes sedan, large quantity of high-end cam-
era equipment, professional telescope, new high end his and her
golf clubs and accessories, huge qgty. of power and hand tools,
modern furniture, sterling silver flatware set, Smith and Wesson
revolver, jewelers safes, much more. Auction preview: April 14
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 20 - 10 a.m. - (Live Auction) - Marc and Valerie Ham-
man, seller. 6530 S. 300 E., Hamilton, IN. Three lots adjacent to
Hamilton Lake with 2 car 26’'x28’ garage. This is the perfect prop-
erty to build a new home, extra storage and parking. The Steffen
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

43

Cashd4Life — 12-23-25-
29-45, Cash Ball: 04

Quick Draw Midday —
03-08-10-11-18-22-23-27-
28-33-43-44-50-57-63-64-
65-68-69-74,BE: 18

Daily Three-Midday —
08-01-01, SB: 08

Daily Three-Evening —
07-01-08, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday —
01-08-07-06, SB: 08

THE CITY OF Biuffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

Heloise Hint: When writing a
resume for a job application.
Make sure it is accurate and
that all dates are correct. Dou-
ble-check for any typos or gram-
mar issues. It must be perfect!
Send your job-success story to
HELOISE@Heloise.com.

FOR SALE

Wanted to Buy

WANTED : ANTIQUES & OLD
TOYS Cash Paid for old toys!
Gi Joe, Transformers, Tin toys,
Robots, Pressed Steel Cars/
trucks, Action Figures, An-
tiques of all kinds, etc. Search-
ing for attics, basements,

barns, etc to go through. Call
or Text! 260-223-8083

April

G00DS

DIR

Help Wanted Help Wanted

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG
CANCER? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award fi
even with smoking history. NO
obligation! Weive recovered
millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7,
844-229-7933 (1)

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

I| & Save
% P

SEMI-ANNUAL GARAGE
SALE Thurs. & Fri., April 4 &
5, 8-6, Sat., April 6, 8-1, Os-
sian United Methodist Church,
201 W. Mill St. Contact the of-
fice, 260-622-4326, or Sharon,
260-622-6514, w/questions.

GIGANTIC GARAGE SALE
April 4 & 5, 9-5, April 6, 9-2,
sack sale, Forgotten Children
Worldwide, 650 N. Main
Street, Bluffton. Avon col-
lectibles, gently used clothes
and shoes, toys, drop-leaf ta-
ble, bar stools, flower girl
dresses, luggage, crafts, home
decor, double bed frame, jew-
elry, much more. Sale spon-
sored by AdamsWells Internet.

SELL ITIN THE

CLASSIFIEDS!
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ERVICES

ORY

A-1 U-Stor
Q Safe & Secure

Self Storage

= 824-1846
+Safety Lighting «Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

R Warren Tﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <>

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

Camelot Quto LILC

Get Cash NOW
260-307-1302

@We ?ﬁuy Eunk Qtars

¢/
HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. 824-0455

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

- Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
» Storm Damage

COUNTRY %

P LAC E Apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

- Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered
@ é.;\ OssianApartments.com

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. + Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Seamless
Sure-Floiier:
5” & 6” Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

CJC

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models - broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

(’I (// 9710/{

soccates

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

Home Remodel and REpHiI‘

~ 9 "\Q Locally
== Owned
[#Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269

Jim Baker

<2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

For as Ilttle as

1 PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER

, Call
Plus The Ossian Journal
824-0224 or
Every Week! 622-4108

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Every Dugl

Apr. deadline is
Tues., Mar. 26!

ASSISTING IN:
« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning
« Safe Money Ideas
+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

%5 OFFICE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

I
|HI|IM| NAELA
R

As your guide through
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!
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The leaders in the 2024 March S PP '
Mayhem contest are listed below. R A =
The top scorer at the end of the
HDR Smart

contest will receive a 55”7

TV from Stylus Audio-Video in
BLUFFTON TIRE ING.

I K
Bluffton. Second place wins a $700 @]] m[m
Gift Certificate to the business of their
Foreign & Domestic
BEER=BOURBON

I
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HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
Let Us Help You Find Your Next Vehicle!

«Extensive Inventory
«Competitive Lease Specials
«Outstanding Finance Options
«Exceptional Customer Service

choice on this page; Third Place winner will get a $50 certificate!
x Air Conditioning

x Alignment
x Alternators
x Belts & Hoses

x Brakes Our Next Satisfied

x Ellut:h &ITransmiSSion Customer Well Be You!
ectrica

» Exhaust HOURS: Service: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5pm

Follow us on Ki
for our Events.

x Fuel Injection
x Mufflers e é ="
X Starters @ k. 3 i
x Tires &Y 7 =T g
x Tune Up Q\Z qliq" %

x Emission / 4

1308 S. Main, Bluffton - 260-824-0418

Sales: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm « Sat 8am - 1pm

\ @ —_——. cooagy Jeep

CHR\.(EI‘_.ER GENERAL MOTORS
260-824-1931  260-824-0900

www.HidayMotors.com

123 S Jonnson ST. « 824-0455

1 UConn 91 UConn 75
|
73 16 Stetson 52 | )
INDIANA FARM . s Florida Atlantic 65 sl :
| lorthvestern_58
9 Northwestern 77 | UConn 77
AUTO « HOME « LIFE 5 San Diego St. 64 .
BUSINESS + ANNUITIES « FARM > UAB 2 | San Diego St. 85
I San Diego St. 52
WELLS COUNTY ¢ Auburn 6 | Yale 57
13 Yale 78 |
(260) 824-2234 . BYU p East Regional UConn
11 Duquesne 7 I e 8 linois 7
AGENTS: 3 _llinois 85
MIKE LAMPTON 14 Morehead St. N e —— linols 52
MICHAEL TOWNE 7 Washington St. 66 .
JACOB DUNCAN 10 Drake g prostigonst % o
KEVIN SILLS 2 lowa St. 82 :
15 South Dakota St. g5 |Howast o
SALES — SERVICE Bl L 0 North Carolina 85
INSTALLATION o Wagner 6 | North Carolina 87
8 Mississippi St. 51 | Michigan St, 69
lv I 9 Michigan St. 69 | Alabama 89
s Y u 5 5 Saint Mary’s 66
! Grand Canyon 61
Technologies 12_Grand Canyon 75 | Alabama 89 BAR & GRILL
C h . 4 Alabama 109 Alabama 7
omprehensive 13 _Charelston 96 I SPECIALS
Technology Systems| ——_— 77 West Regional Alabama
Clemson 72 :
Integrator 11 New Mexico 56 I cl 77 JL“Cy Lucy
; ; emson Tues., April 2 & Wed.,, April 3
Consulting, Design, 3 Baylor 92 | Baylor 64
Installation, Equipment, | 14 Colgate 67 | Clemson 82 Bourbon Pecan Chicken
Training, Maintenance 7 Dayton 63 Fri., April 5 & Sat., April 6
1 Dayton 68
961 N. Main Street, Bluffton, IN 46714 10_Nevada 60 J Arizona 72 205 W. Market St.
260-824-8388 - www.stylusav.com 2 Arizona 85 Bluffton, IN
Bluffton’s Premiere Technology Source 15 Long Beach St. 65 | Arizona 8 Mon-Sat 10am - 3am- Closed Sunday
1 Houston 86 Houst 100 2024 NCAA ER B
FADER BOARD
16 Longwood 46 | Basketball
Houston 51 .
QEQ 8 Nebraska 83 Champion 1 Deb Garrett 162
1 Texas A&M 95
S T E F F E N 9 Texas ASM 98 | Duke o4 2 Robert Tudor 152
i : 5 Wisconsin 61 s Madison 55 John Houlihan 152
Financial Grou p 12 James Madison 72 | Duke 5 4 Gray Thornton 142
4 Duke 64 Kent Reinhard 142
TIM STEFFEN | Duke 92
Financial Consultant 13 _Vermont 47 g . Rhonda Vaughn 142
South Regional NC State ~
MICHELE STOLLER 6 Texas Tech 67 NC State 7 Lmdsey Myers 142
| .
Insurance Specialist 11 NC State 80 | NC State 67 8  Rachel Kinsey 140
110 W. Cherry Street 3 Kentucky 76 | Oakland 73 Kay Gerber 140
Bluffton, IN 46714 14_Oakland 80 | NCState 76 Don Athan 140
260.824.8 1 75 d Zlolrldad :22 1 Colorado 7 11 Dave Uptgmft 138
10 Colorado i
2 Marquette 87 Tina Haddix 138
Securities offered through LPL Financial, | Marquette 81
Member FINRA/SIPC. 15 Western Kentucky 69 | Carl Stauffer 138
90 YEARS OF SERVICE| -turie B purue 106 Mike Burns 138
to Our Customers 16 Grambling St. 50 | Purdue 80 16 Chris Alfeld 136
‘S‘ﬁrzil:lge E;ligfit]on Since 1933 s Utah St. 88 | Utah st 67 Mark Cobb 136
Experience @Q i o TCU 12| Purdue 7 Lisa Miller 136
ALL SEASON —Coneaa 8 Gonzaga 8 Kris Gerber 136
SERVICE NEEDS 12_McNeese 65 | Gonzaga 68 Morgan Estrada 136
ori , 4 Kansas 93 | Kansas 68 21 John Maddox 134
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONINGE ;3 ::mtf:?arolina :: I Midwest Purdue Kory StrOUd ]‘34
Check Out Our u | Oregon 73 Regional Tim Wilson 134
Air Conditioning _Oregon o7 _] Creighton 75 Daniel Mills 134
or Furnace —Licigton T creighton 86 Ray Hartman 134
Units 14_Akron 60_J Tennessee 66 Mark Gerber 134
QSER & 7_Texas % Texas 58 27 Thelma Studabaker 132
$ 804/ 1o_Colorado St. 4] Tennessee 82 Angie Murray 132
Heating & Air 2 Tennessee 83 M .
a24-0228 L7J Conditioning Saint Peter o | Tennessee 62 See the full list at
2196 Pery S Bltton______ 15_Saint Peter's I www.news-banner.com

Summer “HOT".Kooldown."

Call and Schedule a
Check Up Today!

Susan Poper - Local Representative X info@paddlefishsolar.com
201 E. Market St., Suite 3
Bluffton, IN 46714

Office Hours: By appointment only (pza:oc;lzfsissrj;osljr-project/ i ,‘(PA D D LE F I S H . mrkOOIbIUffton@gmaiI-com

facebook.com/PaddlefishSolar i~ SOIar pY'OJECt 61 0 N. Main St. BIUffton, IN 46714

Q 4 il

260 824-1126

edf-re.com/project/




