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By SYDNEY KENT
A man was denied a bond reduction nine months after he 

was arrested for child solicitation.
Jonathon Dickey, 53, Poneto, was caught by the non-

profit group Predator Catchers Inc. in June 2023. Dickey 
was one of nearly 10 PCI arrests facilitated in the county in 
recent years.

During a pretrial conference in the Wells Circuit Court 
in mid-March, Dickey requested a reduction in his $55,000 
bond. 

The prosecution pointed out that even if Dickey was 
released, he would be arrested in Howard County for a 
pending warrant for operating a vehicle after forfeiture of a 
license, a Level 5 felony.

According to a probable cause affidavit, Dickey sent sex-
ually suggestive and explicit messages to who he believed 
to be 12-and 13-year-old girls named “Katie” and “Grace.” 
Both girls were the same decoy from PCI.

The app “Mingle2” was used to begin the conversations.
Dickey is the only suspect so far that is charged with a 

Level 5 felony rather than a Level 4 felony for child solicita-
tion. The nature of Dickey’s arrest differs as well.

In similar cases, the sting was arranged at a local store 
like Walmart or Kroger. In Dickey’s case, he allegedly gave 
the decoy his home address after a failed attempt to meet at 
the Southern Wells High School in June.

Members of PCI confronted Dickey at his address and 
posed as the mother of one of the underage girls until offi-
cers arrived.

Dickey is scheduled for a three-day trial by jury in this 
case at 9 a.m. on May 20.

sydney@news-banner.com

Man denied bond 
reduction on child 
solicitation charge

Crews at Baltimore 
bridge continue 
removing debris

By MIKE PESOLI and JEFFREY COLLINS
 Associated Press

BALTIMORE (AP) — As divers assisted crews with the 
complicated and meticulous operation of removing the steel 
and concrete from the fallen Francis Scott Key Bridge in 
Baltimore, some near the site took time on Easter Sunday to 
reflect on the six workers presumed to have plunged to their 
deaths.

As cranes periodically swung into place and workers 
measured and cut the steel to prepare to lift sections of twist-
ed steel, Rev. Ako Walker held a Mass in Spanish at Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, about 5 miles (8 kilometers) up the Patapsco 
River from the collapse.

“Yes we can rebuild a bridge, but we have to look at the 
way in which migrant workers are treated and how best we 
can improve their situation as they come to the United States 
of America,” Walker said of the men who were from Mex-
ico, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador and were patch-
ing potholes.

Dive teams were in the river Sunday surveying parts of 
the bridge underwater and checking on the ship to ensure 
it can be safely floated away once the wreckage is lifted. 
Workers in lifts used torches earlier to cut parts of the twist-
ed steel superstructure above water.

The bridge fell early Tuesday as the crew of the cargo 
ship Dali lost power and control. They called in a mayday, 
which allowed just enough time for police to stop vehicles 
from getting on the bridge, but not enough time to get a 
crew of eight workers off the structure.

Two workers survived, two bodies were found in a sub-
merged pickup and four more men are presumed dead. 
Weather conditions and the tangled debris underwater have 
made it too dangerous for divers to search for their bodies.

By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press

CAIRO (AP) — The U.S. military 
said Sunday its forces destroyed one 
unmanned aerial vehicle in a Houthi 
rebel-held area of war-ravaged Yemen 
and another over a crucial shipping 
route in the Red Sea. It was the lat-
est development in months of tension 
between the Iran-backed rebels and the 
U.S.

The drones, which were destroyed 
Saturday morning, posed a threat to 
U.S. and coalition forces and merchant 
vessels in the region, said the U.S. 
Central Command.

It said that one done was destroyed 
over the Red Sea, while the second 
was destroyed on the ground as it was 
prepared to launch.

“These actions are necessary to pro-

tect our forces, ensure freedom of nav-
igation, and make international waters 
safer and more secure for U.S., coali-
tion, and merchant vessels,” CENT-
COM said.

There was no comment from the 
Houthi rebels, which control much of 
Yemen’s north and west.

The rebels launched a campaign of 
drone and missile attacks on shipping 
in the Red Sea in November. They 
have also fired missiles toward Israel, 
although those have largely fallen 
short or been intercepted.

The rebels have described their 
campaign as an effort to pressure 
Israel to end its war on Hamas in the 
Gaza Strip. The ships targeted by the 
Houthis, however, largely have had lit-
tle or no connection to Israel, the U.S. 
or other nations involved in the war.

The Houthis have kept up their 
campaign of attacks despite more than 
two months of U.S.-led airstrikes.

Earlier this month, CENTCOM 
said its forces also destroyed four 
unmanned aerial vehicles in Houthi-
controlled areas of Yemen. It also said 
Houthis fired four anti-ship ballistic 
missiles toward the Red Sea, but no 
injuries or damages were reported by 
U.S., coalition or commercial ships.

The escalation in the Red Sea 
and the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza 
impacted the U.N.-led efforts to 
relaunch political talks to end Yemen’s 
yearslong conflict, according to the 
U.N. envoy for Yemen.

Hans Grundberg told the U.N. 
Security Council in mid-March that he 
had hoped to reach an agreement on 

Google revolutionized email 20 years ago with Gmail
By MICHAEL LIEDTKE

 AP Technology Writer
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google co-founders Larry Page 
and Sergey Brin loved pulling 
pranks, so much so they began 
rolling outlandish ideas every 
April Fool’s Day not long after 
starting their company more than 

a quarter century ago. One year, 
Google posted a job opening for 
a Copernicus research center on 
the moon. Another year, the com-
pany said it planned to roll out a 
“scratch and sniff” feature on its 
search engine.

The jokes were so consistently 
over-the-top that people learned to 

laugh them off as another example 
of Google mischief. And that’s 
why Page and Brin decided to 
unveil something no one would 
believe was possible 20 years ago 
on April Fool’s Day.

It was Gmail, a free service 
boasting 1 gigabyte of storage per 
account, an amount that sounds 
almost pedestrian in an age of one-
terabyte iPhones. But it sounded 

like a preposterous amount of 
email capacity back then, enough 
to store about 13,500 emails 
before running out of space com-
pared to just 30 to 60 emails in 
the then-leading webmail services 
run by Yahoo and Microsoft. That 
translated into 250 to 500 times 
more email storage space.

Besides the quantum leap in 
storage, Gmail also came equipped 

with Google’s search technology 
so users could quickly retrieve a 
tidbit from an old email, photo or 
other personal information stored 
on the service. It also automati-
cally threaded together a string of 
communications about the same 
topic so everything flowed togeth-
er as if it was a single conversa-
tion.

U.S. military says it destroyed Houthi 
drones over the Red Sea and in Yemen

(Continued on Page 2) (Continued on Page 2)
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People thought it was an April Fool’s Day joke

Silly rabbit, 
eggs are for kids
Good weather and spirits made 
for a lively Easter egg hunt at 
Christian Care Retirement Com-
munity Saturday afternoon. At 
left, Gene Gerber helps scout out 
eggs with granddaughter Haven 
Isch. Meanwhile, Krew Gerber, 
shown below at left, leaves his 
basket behind as he grabs mul-
tiple eggs in his hands. After 
the hunt was over, Elsie Quinn, 
below, couldn’t wait until she was 
home to enjoy her treats. (Photos 
by Holly Gaskill)
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Crews at Baltimore Weather
Monday, April 1, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:49 p.m. Sunday)
High: 57; Low: 42; Precipitation: 0.03 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.55  

feet at 7:45 p.m. Sunday

Wells County forecast
Today: Showers likely, with thunderstorms also possible 

after 2 p.m. Cloudy, with a high near 52. East wind 10 to 15 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 60%. New rainfall amounts 
between a tenth and quarter of an inch, except higher 
amounts possible in thunderstorms. 

Tonight: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. Low 
around 41. East wind around 10 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 90%. New rainfall amounts between three quarters 
and one inch possible. 

Tuesday: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm before 8 
a.m., then showers between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m., then show-
ers and possibly a thunderstorm after 2 p.m. High near 51. 
Northeast wind around 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 
80%. New rainfall amounts between a quarter and half of an 
inch possible. 

Tuesday Night: A chance of rain showers before 2 a.m., 
then a chance of rain and snow showers. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 35. West wind 10 to 20 mph, with gusts 
as high as 30 mph. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Wednesday: Rain, possibly mixed with snow showers. 
High near 40. Breezy. Chance of precipitation is 80%. Little 
or no snow accumulation expected. 

Wednesday Night: Rain, possibly mixed with snow 
showers, mainly before 8 p.m. Low around 32. Breezy. 
Chance of precipitation is 80%.

Thursday: A slight chance of rain and snow showers 
before 8 a.m., then a chance of rain showers. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 43. Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 30.
Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 47.
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 29.
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 53.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 32.
Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 59.

1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren
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Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Check Us Out 
on Facebook

Hours: Mon-Thurs 7AM-5PM
Fri 7AM-4:30PM • Sat 7AM-11:30AM
260-724-3108 • Fax 260-724-4505

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

Arnold Lumber Co.

Arnold Lumber Co.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, IN

Each part of the bridge removed 
from the water will be lifted onto a 
barge and floated downstream to the 
Tradepoint Atlantic logistics center, 
where it will be inspected, Coast Guard 
Rear Adm. Shannon Gilreath said.

Everything the salvage crews do 
affects what happens next and ulti-
mately how long it will take to remove 
all the debris and reopen the ship chan-
nel and the blocked Port of Baltimore, 
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore said.

It can also alter the course of the 
National Transportation Safety Board 
investigation, which Moore said is 
important to ensure this doesn’t happen 
again.

“We need to have answers on what 
happened. We need to know who 
should be accountable for this. And we 
need to make sure we’re holding them 
accountable,” Moore said Sunday on 
CNN.

The crew of the Dali, which is as 
long as the Eiffel Tower is tall, remains 
onboard the ship. The vessel is tangled 
in 3,000 to 4,000 tons of debris. Most 
of its containers remain intact, but 
some were torn open or knocked away 
by the falling debris.

The Dali is managed by Synergy 
Marine Group and owned by Grace 

Ocean Private Ltd. Danish shipping 
giant Maersk charted Dali, which was 
on its way out of port when it hit the 
bridge’s support column.

Along with clearing the shipping 
channel to reopen the port, officials are 
trying to figure out how to rebuild the 
major bridge, which was completed in 
1977 and carried Interstate 695 around 
southeast Baltimore and was a vital 
link to the city’s centuries of maritime 
culture.

It took five years to build the origi-
nal bridge. President Joe Biden’s 
administration has promised to pay the 
full cost to rebuild and state and federal 
transportation officials said they will 
work as quickly as possible.

But exactly how long the new 
bridge will take can’t be figured out 
now. Engineers haven’t been able to 
assess the condition of the ramps and 
smaller bridges leading to the col-
lapsed structure to get the full scope of 
what must be done.

Congress is expected to consider aid 
packages to help people who lose jobs 
or businesses because of the prolonged 
closure of the Port of Baltimore. The 
port handles more cars and farm equip-
ment than any other U.S. facility.

“This matters to folks in rural North 
Carolina, in Kansas, and Iowa. This 

matters to the global economy. And it 
should not be something that has any-
thing or any conversation around party. 
We are talking about an American trag-
edy to an American city,” Baltimore 
Mayor Brandon Scott told CBS’ “Face 
the Nation” on Sunday.

On Monday the Small Business 
Administration will open a center in 
Dundalk, Maryland, to help small 
businesses get loans to help them with 
losses caused by the disruption of the 
bridge collapse.

The workers weren’t parishioners 
at Sacred Heart of Jesus, whose pews 
were packed Sunday for mass. But its 
pastor, Walker, reached out to the fami-
lies because as he said the Latino com-
munity in Baltimore is large in number 
but closely connected.

He said in an interview before mass 
that they were good men working not 
just for their families in the U.S. but 
also for relatives in their countries.

Walker hopes their stories encour-
age people to embrace migrant work-
ers who want to improve their lives 
and grow their communities.

“We have to be bridges for one 
another even in this most difficult situ-
ations. Our lives must be small bridges 
of mercy of hope of togetherness and 
of building communities,” Walker said.

a nationwide cease-fire in 
Yemen by the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan, which 
began early in March.

He warned that Yemen 
could be propelled back into 
war, saying that “the lon-
ger the escalatory environ-
ment (in the region) contin-
ues, the more challenging 
Yemen’s mediation space 
will become.”

The war between the 
Houthis and pro-government 
forces backed by a coali-
tion of Gulf Arab states has 
raged since 2014, when the 

Houthis swept down from 
the mountains, seized much 
of northern Yemen and the 
country’s capital, Sanaa, and 
forced the internationally 
recognized government to 
flee into exile to Saudi Ara-
bia.

Since then, more than 
150,000 people have been 
killed by the violence and 
3 million have been dis-
placed.

Fighting has decreased 
markedly in Yemen since a 
truce in April 2022, but there 
are still hotspots in the coun-
try.

“The original pitch we put 
together was all about the 
three ‘S’s” — storage, search 
and speed,” said former 
Google executive Marissa 
Mayer, who helped design 
Gmail and other company 
products before later becom-
ing Yahoo’s CEO.

It was such a mind-bend-
ing concept that shortly after 
The Associated Press pub-
lished a story about Gmail 
late on the afternoon of 
April Fool’s 2004, readers 
began calling and emailing 
to inform the news agency it 
had been duped by Google’s 
pranksters.

“That was part of the 
charm, making a product 
that people won’t believe 
is real. It kind of changed 
people’s perceptions about 
the kinds of applications that 
were possible within a web 
browser,” former Google 
engineer Paul Buchheit 
recalled during a recent AP 
interview about his efforts to 
build Gmail.

It took three years to do 
as part of a project called 
“Caribou” — a reference 
to a running gag in the Dil-
bert comic strip. “There was 
something sort of absurd 
about the name Caribou, it 
just made make me laugh,” 
said Buchheit, the 23rd 
employee hired at a compa-
ny that now employs more 
than 180,000 people.

The AP knew Google 
wasn’t joking about Gmail 
because an AP reporter had 
been abruptly asked to come 
down from San Francisco 
to the company’s Mountain 

View, California, headquar-
ters to see something that 
would make the trip worth-
while.

After arriving at a still-
developing corporate cam-
pus that would soon blos-
som into what became 
known as the “Googleplex,” 
the AP reporter was ushered 
into a small office where 
Page was wearing an impish 
grin while sitting in front of 
his laptop computer.

Page, then just 31 years 
old, proceeded to show off 
Gmail’s sleekly designed 
inbox and demonstrated how 
quickly it operated within 
Microsoft’s now-retired 
Explorer web browser. And 
he pointed out there was 
no delete button featured in 
the main control window 
because it wouldn’t be nec-
essary, given Gmail had so 
much storage and could be 
so easily searched. “I think 
people are really going to 
like this,” Page predicted.

As with so many other 
things, Page was right. Gmail 
now has an estimated 1.8 bil-
lion active accounts — each 
one now offering 15 giga-
bytes of free storage bundled 
with Google Photos and 
Google Drive. Even though 
that’s 15 times more storage 
than Gmail initially offered, 
it’s still not enough for many 
users who rarely see the need 
to purge their accounts, just 
as Google hoped.

The digital hoarding of 
email, photos and other con-
tent is why Google, Apple 
and other companies now 
make money from selling 
additional storage capac-

ity in their data centers. (In 
Google’s case, it charges 
anywhere from $30 annually 
for 200 gigabytes of storage 
to $250 annually for 5 tera-
bytes of storage). Gmail’s 
existence is also why other 
free email services and the 
internal email accounts that 
employees use on their jobs 
offer far more storage than 
was fathomed 20 years ago.

“We were trying to shift 
the way people had been 
thinking because people 
were working in this model 
of storage scarcity for so 
long that deleting became 
a default action,” Buchheit 
said.

Gmail was a game 
changer in several other 
ways while becoming the 
first building block in the 
expansion of Google’s inter-
net empire beyond its still-
dominant search engine.

After  Gmai l  came 
Google Maps and Google 
Docs with word processing 
and spreadsheet applica-
tions. Then came the acqui-
sition of video site YouTube, 
followed by the introduction 
of the the Chrome browser 
and the Android operating 
system that powers most of 
the world’s smartphones. 
With Gmail’s explicitly stat-
ed intention to scan the con-
tent of emails to get a bet-
ter understanding of users’ 
interests, Google also left 
little doubt that digital sur-
veillance in pursuit of sell-
ing more ads would be part 
of its expanding ambitions.

Although it immediately 
generated a buzz, Gmail 
started out with a limited 

scope because Google ini-
tially only had enough com-
puting capacity to support a 
small audience of users.

“When we launched, 
we only had 300 machines 
and they were really old 
machines that no one else 
wanted,” Buchheit said, 
with a chuckle. “We only 
had enough capacity for 
10,000 users, which is a lit-
tle absurd.”

But that scarcity created 
an air of exclusivity around 
Gmail that drove fever-
ish demand for an elusive 
invitations to sign up. At 
one point, invitations to 
open a Gmail account were 
selling for $250 apiece on 
eBay. “It became a bit like 
a social currency, where 
people would go, ‘Hey, I 
got a Gmail invite, you want 
one?’” Buchheit said.

Although signing up for 
Gmail became increasingly 
easier as more of Google’s 
network of massive data 
centers came online, the 
company didn’t begin 
accepting all comers to the 
email service until it opened 
the floodgates as a Valen-
tine’s Day present to the 
world in 2007.

A few weeks later on 
April Fool’s Day in 2007, 
Google would announce a 
new feature called “Gmail 
Paper” offering users the 
chance to have Google 
print out their email archive 
on “94% post-consumer 
organic soybean sputum “ 
and then have it sent to them 
through the Postal Service. 
Google really was joking 
around that time.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)
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Google revolutionized email

Houthi drones

ROME (AP) — Pope Francis ral-
lied from a winter-long bout of respi-
ratory problems to lead some 60,000 
people in Easter celebrations Sunday, 
making a strong appeal for a cease-fire 
in Gaza and a prisoner swap between 
Russia and Ukraine.

Francis presided over Easter Sun-
day Mass in a flower-decked St. 
Peter’s Square and then delivered a 
heartfelt prayer for peace in his annu-
al roundup of global crises. Gaza’s 
people, including the small Christian 
community there, have been a source 
of constant concern for Francis and 
Easter in the Holy Land overall was a 
somber affair this year given the war.

“Peace is never made with weap-
ons, but with outstretched hands and 
open hearts,” Francis said from the 
loggia overlooking the square, to 
applause from the wind-swept crowd 
below.

Francis appeared in good form, 
despite having celebrated the 2½-hour 
nighttime Easter Vigil just hours 
before. The pontiff, who had part of 
one lung removed as a young man, 
has been battling respiratory problems 
all winter and his full participation in 
Easter services was not entirely guar-
anteed, especially after he skipped the 
traditional Good Friday procession.

But in a sign the 87-year-old pontiff 
was feeling OK, he made several loops 
around the piazza in his popemobile 
after Mass, greeting well-wishers.

The Vatican said some 60,000 peo-
ple attended the Mass, with more pack-
ing the Via della Conciliazione boule-
vard leading to the piazza. At the start 
of the service, a gust of wind knocked 
over a large religious icon on the altar 
just a few feet from the pope; ushers 
quickly righted it.

Easter Mass is one of the most 

important dates on the liturgical cal-
endar, celebrating what the faithful 
believe was Jesus’ resurrection after 
his crucifixion. The Mass precedes 
the “Urbi et Orbi” (to the city and the 
world) blessing, in which the pope tra-
ditionally offers a laundry list of the 
threats afflicting humanity.

This year, Francis said his thoughts 
went particularly to people in Ukraine 
and Gaza and all those facing war, par-
ticularly the children who he said had 
“forgotten how to smile.”

“In calling for respect for the prin-
ciples of international law, I express 
my hope for a general exchange of all 
prisoners between Russia and Ukraine: 
all for the sake of all!” he said.

He called for the “prompt” release 
of prisoners taken from Israel on Oct. 
7, an immediate cease-fire in Gaza and 
for humanitarian access to reach Pales-
tinians.

“Let us not allow the current hos-
tilities to continue to have grave reper-
cussions on the civil population, by 
now at the limit of its endurance, and 
above all on the children,” he said in a 
speech that also touched on the plight 
of Haitians, the Rohingya and victims 
of human trafficking.

For the past few weeks, Francis 
has generally avoided delivering long 
speeches to avoid the strain on his 
breathing. He ditched his Palm Sun-
day homily last week and decided at 
the last minute to stay home from the 
Good Friday procession at the Colos-
seum.

The Vatican said in a brief expla-
nation that the decision was made to 
“conserve his health.”

The decision clearly paid off, as 
Francis was able to recite the prayers 
of the lengthy Saturday night Easter 
Vigil service, including administering 

the sacraments of baptism and First 
Communion to eight new Catholics, 
and preside over Easter Sunday Mass 
and deliver his speech.

Francis wasn’t the only leader 
whose mere presence at Easter offered 
a reassuring sign of stability and nor-
malcy.

In Britain, King Charles III joined 
the queen and other members of the 
royal family for an Easter service at 
Windsor Castle in his most significant 
public outing since he was diagnosed 
with cancer last month.

The monarch offered a cheery 
wave to spectators as he walked into 
St. George’s Chapel, and then spent 
time shaking hands and greeting well-
wishers after the service. “You’re very 
brave to stand out here in the cold,” 
Charles told them.

But things were hardly normal in 
Jerusalem, where Easter Mass came 
and went at the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher. Only a few dozen faith-
ful attended the service as the Israel-
Hamas war rages on in Gaza.

The medieval church in the Old 
City is the holy site where Christians 
believe Jesus was crucified, buried and 
resurrected.

In years past, the church has been 
packed with worshippers and tourists. 
But the bloody conflict in Gaza, now 
into its sixth month, has seen a huge 
downturn in tourism and pilgrimages 
across Israel and the Palestinian terri-
tories.

The streets of the old city were also 
absent of Palestinian Christians from 
the West Bank, who normally flock to 
the city for Easter. Since the conflict 
erupted, Palestinian worshippers from 
the Israeli-occupied territory have 
needed special permission to cross 
checkpoints into Jerusalem.

Pope overcomes health concerns to preside over 
Easter Mass and appeal for peace in Gaza, Ukraine



By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A new opinion from Indi-
ana’s Public Access Coun-
selor critiqued redactions 
to public records that make 
it difficult to determine the 
amount of public dollars 
spent to defend Attorney 
General Todd Rokita’s law 
license.

The opinion came in 
response to a joint com-
plaint filed by the Indiana 
Capital Chronicle and the 
Indiana Citizen.

At issue are 44 pages of 
heavily redacted attorney 
invoices from the Schaerr 
Jaffe law firm. The redac-
tions were made by the Indi-
ana Comptroller, who pays 
the invoices. 

The Washington, D.C.-
based law firm was hired 
by the state to defend Indi-
ana Attorney General Todd 
Rokita, whom the Indiana 
Supreme Court Disciplinary 
Commission began investi-
gating in early 2023, as first 
reported by the Indiana Citi-
zen.

The investigation — 
and ultimate reprimand 
— stemmed from the 
Republican attorney gen-
eral’s televised comments 
about Indianapolis doc-
tor Caitlin Bernard, who 

oversaw a medication 
abortion for a 10-year-old 
rape victim from Ohio in 
2022.

But the same firm was 
handling the attorney gen-
eral’s medical licensure 
case against Bernard, along 
with other cases, making it 
impossible to distinguish 
which expenditures were 
related to Rokita’s disciplin-
ary matter.

Luke Britt, the Indiana 
Public Access Counselor 
said in his March 12 report 
that some redactions are 
appropriate, but recom-
mended that state officials 
only block out portions of 
the documents “consistent 
with basic tenets of trans-
parency and good gover-
nance.”

“All descriptions of 
work performed have been 
redacted. This does not 
allow the public to know 
whether it got the benefit 
of the bargain from the 
service provider hired by 
the state,” Britt wrote in 
the ruling. “As stated pre-
viously, attorney invoices 
may have more redactions 
than other types of service 
providers, nonetheless, the 
public is entitled to know 
that its money is going to 
good use. Pinpoint, specific 

redactions are much more 
effective at accomplishing 
that goal.”

Rokita’s office did not 
comment on the PAC rul-
ing or indicate if the office 
would release the invoices 
with lighter redactions. 

The Indiana Comp-
troller handled the initial 
request but Rokita’s office 
has a pending request 
from October from the 
Indiana Citizen that it 
hasn’t filled.

Schaerr Jaffe’s con-
tract with the state was first 
signed between the attorney 
general’s office and law 
firm in 2020. At that time, 
the agreement involved just 
one federal case. The con-
tract has since been amend-
ed six times to include sev-
eral other matters, including 
legal defense for Rokita’s 
law license. 

But black-outs to the 
invoice descriptions make it 
unclear what line items are 
associated with each case. 
The redactions were made 
by the comptroller’s office 
after “solicit(ing) input” 
from the attorney general’s 
office, according to the 
PAC’s opinion.

Britt made clear that 
“to demonstrate the work 
performed, law firms 

will often include certain 
descriptive statements” 
in their itemizations “that 
could be construed to allow 
a public agency to with-
hold it as part of its enjoy-
ment of the attorney-client 
privilege.”

As such, a public agency 
“may disclose communica-
tion sent and received as 
part of an attorney-client 
relationship,” but because 
that relationship is privi-
leged, “it stands to reason it 
would be protective of that 
communication, and right-
fully so.”

Even so, Britt said the 
amount of redaction is 
“unusually high. With-
out being able to see what 
exactly was withheld from 
the documents, though, “we 
cannot make a conclusive 
determination as to com-
pliance” or if a violation 
occurred.
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by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

www.edwardjones.com    Member SIPC

Financial Focus
Slow and steady: A 
smart way to invest
You may have heard about investors 

who get in on the ground floor of a 
hot new company and quickly make a 
fortune — but that’s rare and certainly 
not a viable plan for most people. In-
stead, try to follow a slow-and-steady 
strategy.

With this approach, you can start 
out small. If you’re beginning your ca-
reer and you can’t afford to invest large 
amounts, put away what you can each 
month into stocks or mutual funds. 
When your salary goes up, you can 
increase your contributions.

And take advantage of your employ-
er’s 401(k) or similar retirement plan. 
At least try to put in enough to earn 
your employer’s matching contribu-
tion, if one is offered.

Also, don’t let the inevitable drops 
in the market throw you off from con-
sistently investing — ups and downs 
are a normal feature of the investment 
landscape.

Finally, check your progress regular-
ly by comparing where you are today 
versus where you were last year — and 
where you want to be in the future.

“Slow and steady” may not sound 
like an exciting approach to investing. 
But a little less excitement, and a lot 
more diligence, can prove to be quite 
effective. 

This content was provided by Edward 
Jones for use by Jeremy Todd, your Ed-
ward Jones financial advisor at 260-
824-0686.

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Wanda Mae 
(Kiefer) Steffen

Calling: 1- 2 p.m. 
Monday, April 1. 

Service: 2 p.m. 
Monday, April 1 at the 

funeral home.

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

James “Jim” A. Myers
Calling: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 2 at The Lighthouse 
Church of Monroe. 

Graveside Service: 
1 p.m. Tuesday, April 2 at Ray 

Cemetery in Monroe.

Court News

David Wesley Brown, 76
David Wesley Brown, 76, of 

Bluffton, passed away on Satur-
day morning, March 30, 2024, 
at Kingston Care Center in Fort 
Wayne.

David was born Oct. 24, 1947, 
in Fort Wayne, to Roy and Phyl-
lis (Fry) Brown. David attended 
Petroleum High School and fur-
thered his education at Indiana 
University. He was a professor of 
Education. He honorably served 
his country in the Air Force for 8 
years.

On Nov. 30, 2003, in Canada, David and Tomjari 
“Jari” Tanner-Starks were married. Jari passed away in 
January 2019.

Survivors include his children Travis (Melissa) Brown 
of Ossian and Kimberly (Nickolas) Rumschlag of Deca-
tur; along with seven grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. He is also survived by his siblings, Judi 
Sturgis of Fort Wayne and Cheri (Phil) Habegger of Bluff-
ton.

He is preceded in death by his parents; his spouse, 
Jari; and a son Christopher Brown.

A Celebration of Life Gathering will take place from 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, April 6, 2024, at the Thoma/
Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton. Memorials may 
be made to Honor Flight of Northeast Indiana and can 
be directed to the funeral home. 

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the family at www.thomarich.com.

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

   FRESH • VARIETY • LOCAL • QUALITY
3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE

Mon.- Thur. 9 - 5  •  Fri. 9 - 6  •  Sat. 8 - 1
(Subject to change)

LOCALLY SUPPLIED  •  LOCALLY OWNED

260.638.4123

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
dressed weight

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
Whole or Half Hog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99/lb.

YOUR PARTY and  SUMMER COOKOUT
HEADQUARTERS
YOUR PARTY and  SUMMER COOKOUT
HEADQUARTERS

• Smoked Pork Chops

• Pulled Pork with or 
without BBQ sauce
• Sloppy Joe   
• Roasting Hogs• Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad

Call in advance for all 
special orders

SPECIALS
Pork Tenderloin Fullet  . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.09/lb.
Frozen Beef Rib Steak . . . . . . . . . . . . $19.49/lb.
Pepper Loaf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.69/lb.
Fire Jack Cheese . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.69/lb.

PRICES GOOD April 1 – April 6, 2024www.lengerichmeats.com

 www.themonumentcenter.com

Offi ce of Bluffton Cemeteries

Brian Steffen
Manager-Monument Specialist 

Allen Steffen
Installation

Call 260-824-2832
2980 E. State Rd. 124, Blu� ton

Vicki Grube
Offi ce Assistant

Wells Superior Court
Criminal Cases

Joseph W. Tarlton, 27, 
Homeless; Sentenced to 455 
days in the Indiana Depart-
ment of Correction with 
359 days suspended. Tarlton 
received 96 days of jail cred-
it towards his sentence for 
time spent awaiting disposi-
tion in this case.

Wells Circuit Court
Criminal Cases

Cassie Abercrombie, 34, 
Bluffton, pled guilty to deal-
ing in methamphetamine 
between 1 and 5 grams, a 
Level 4 felony. Abercrombie 
is scheduled for a sentencing 
hearing in the case at 9 a.m. 
on May 15 in the Wells Cir-
cuit Court.

———
Austin Kolkman, 22, 

Fort Wayne, pled guilty 
during his hearing in the 
Wells Circuit Court last 
week. In December, Kolk-
man was charged with one 
count of battery by means 
of a deadly weapon, a Level 

5 felony, and criminal reck-
lessness committed with a 
deadly weapon, a Level 6 
felony.

———
Kolkman was identified 

as one of two suspects who 
were allegedly involved in 
an assault in the 300 block 
of West Dustman Road. 
The victim told police 
Kolkman and another sub-
ject assaulted him while 
in a truck. While running 
back to his apartment fol-
lowing the assault, the 
victim stated he heard gun-
shots.

Kolkman later received 
additional charges for pos-
session of a controlled 
substance and dealing in 
marijuana for drugs that 
were located during his 
arrest. He also pled guilty 
to these charges last week. 
Kolkman is scheduled for a 
sentencing hearing in both 
matters at 1 p.m. on May 
15 in the Wells Circuit 
Court.

Indiana Public Access Counselor opines on 
redacted invoices for Rokita’s disciplinary case

The PAC said redactions are allowed, but maintained 
that documents so far provided to media don’t ensure transparency.

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Seven young people between 
the ages of 12 and 17 were wounded in a shooting outside 
a shopping mall in downtown Indianapolis late Saturday 
night, police said.

Police officers patrolling the area heard shots fired near 
the Circle Centre Mall shortly after 11:30 p.m., Indianapolis 
Metropolitan Police Department Deputy Chief Tanya Terry 
said.

The officers found “a large group of juveniles” at the 
scene, including six who had gunshot wounds and were 
transported to area hospitals, Terry said during a news brief-
ing at the scene early Sunday morning.

One of the victims was upgraded from critical to stable 
condition. The other victims all were listed in stable condi-
tion, said Terry, who was not able to immediately provide 
the genders of the victims.

A seventh juvenile with a gunshot wound arrived sepa-
rately at a hospital and was in stable condition, she said.

“Once again, we have a situation in which young peo-
ple are resolving conflict with firearms, and it has to stop,” 
Terry said, later adding, “Conflict should not lead to some-
body pulling out a gun and trying to resolve it. The conse-
quences are eternal.”

Investigators believe there was more than one gun used 
in the shooting, Terry said.

No arrests were made and police did not have any sus-
pects, she said.

Shooting outside 
Indy’s Circle Center 
Mall wounds 7 youths

FW Mayor Henry dies 
Thursday following 
cancer battle
By WHITNEY DOWNARD, Indiana Capital Chronicle

Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry died Thursday night fol-
lowing a battle with stomach cancer. Earlier in the day, his 
family announced the city leader was in hospice care after 
suffering a medical emergency on Wednesday.

In his stead, Deputy Mayor Karl Bandemer will lead the 
city. A caucus of precinct committee persons will choose a 
successor within 30 days.

In late February Henry, a Democrat, called a press con-
ference informing the public that he had been diagnosed 
with Stage 3 stomach cancer and would soon start chemo-
therapy. He was in the first year of his fifth term as Fort 
Wayne mayor, a position he has held since 2008.

His wife, Cindy, died in January following complications 
with pancreatic cancer.

Top statewide officials shared their condolences with the 
Henry family following the news.

“For anyone involved in statewide public service, 
Mayor Tom Henry was synonymous with Fort Wayne. 
The love and support the city long showered upon him 
was surpassed only by his unwavering affection for it. 
No matter where you were from, Mayor Tom was the 
kind of positive leader who made you feel like moving 
there because of the long list of new things going on and 
he was smiling about it,” Gov. Eric Holcomb said in a 
statement. 

“I’ll treasure our conversations, sharing a stage, and his 
inspirational dignified demeanor. He was a Mayor’s mayor, 
but also a Governor’s Mayor. You could call him for any-
thing, for advice or about a loved one, and I did. Janet and 
I extend our heartfelt condolences to his community of 
friends, coworkers and most importantly his blessed leg-
endary family during such a difficult time. It’s been said, 
that for those who walk with the Lord, goodbyes are never 
forever. It’s my hope and prayer, that now that he has been 
reunited with his bride, Cindy, his soul can rest knowing his 
work here is done, and we shall all meet again for a laugh or 
two,” he concluded.

Two House Democrats representing Fort Wayne also 
praised the work accomplished by Henry.

“In losing Tom, Fort Wayne has truly lost an icon, but his 
legacy lives on. As we move forward, our community will 
honor the progress he made in Fort Wayne during his tenure. 
I want to personally extend my condolences to Tom’s fami-
ly, and I look forward to celebrating his life and accomplish-
ments as a community,” said Rep. Kyle Miller.

House Minority Leader Phil GiaQuinta called Henry “a 
giant in the history of our city,” crediting the city’s growth to 
his leadership.
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Sen. Braun wearing a GOP primary target
Of the six Republicans seeking the gubernatorial 

nomination on May 7, U.S. Sen. Mike Braun is the 
one with the proverbial target on his back.

He entered last week’s two-debate sequence still as 
the widely-perceived front-runner (an Emerson Col-
lege poll earlier this month had him leading by more 
than 20% with 34%, probably enough to win the race 
if it were held in March).

According to AdImpact, Braun had been outspent 
on the TV ad race $11 million to $2 million this past 
month. As of March 13, the Brad Chambers campaign 
had spent $5.7 million, the Eric Doden campaign $4.1 
million and the campaign of Lt. 
Gov. Suzanne Crouch $1.15 mil-
lion. Most of the Doden and Cham-
bers buys were devoted to attack 
ads and contrast ads against Braun, 
who had $1.8 million in the ad pipeline, compared to 
just over $100,000 for his three primary challengers.

On the night of March 22, a shallow backwater 
of the World Wide Web lit up: U.S. Sen. Braun had 
missed a $1.2 trillion budget vote. The Doden cam-
paign’s spin was this: “Braun’s campaign sent a des-
perate fundraising solicitation to supporters just hours 
after skipping the vote. In it the campaign said: ‘We 
may have to scale back our get-out-the-vote efforts if 
we don’t hit our goal. And with less than two months 
until Election Day, that would be devastating for our 
campaign.’”

The Importantville substack site followed with this 
post on X: “Braun’s explanation for missing the vote 
was literally no, I didn’t miss it because of a fundraiser 
that ended at 7 p.m on Friday night but because actu-
ally I wanted to go home and sleep in my own bed.”

When four of the six candidates gathered for the 
Fox59/CBS4 debate Tuesday night, the “missed vote” 
storm had passed. It never came up.

During the debate, Chambers was asked to identify 
opponents feeding the public what he had called “stale 
soundbites and lousy results.” He responded, “Sen. 
Braun has been down for three or four photo ops at 
the border and nothing’s changed. There was a bipar-
tisan bill … a month ago. He was quoted in the paper 
saying, ‘We don’t want to vote on that because we 
don’t want to help [President] Biden. That is not serv-
ing Hoosiers. [Braun is] now on his third position on 
qualified immunity. No one in Indiana can unsee the 
Tucker Carlson interview and in his own words talking 
about Black Lives Matter being a great institution.”

Braun responded, “Everybody clearly knows when 
I made that reference that was to somebody exercis-
ing their 1st Amendment rights. That was never, ever 
to support an umbrella group, BLM. Hoosiers know 
that. That’s been out there for four years. You can try 
that kind of retread, but when you’re doing that it’s 
because you’re in single digits” in the polls.

Chambers also cited Sen. Braun’s vote 
against U.S. Sen. Todd Young’s CHIPS 
Act, which is creating thousands of jobs in 
Indiana.

Braun then took aim at Chambers over 
the LEAP Lebanon Innovation District: 
“This guy over here has been with his 
fat-cat buddies,” Braun said of Chambers, 
pointing to a contribution from former 
Eli Lilly CEO John Lechleiter (who gave 
Chambers $25,000 on Feb. 26 and $10,000 
to Crouch). “Competition, transparency, 

spread the wealth on 
economic development. That’s 
not been occurring under his 
regime,” Braun said.

That exchange had whiffs 
of a 2004 exchange between Gov. Joe Kernan and 
Republican challenger Mitch Daniels. When Kernan 
attacked Daniels on the prescription drug issue, Dan-
iels turned the tables and said, “I never thought I’d 
hear an Indiana governor bash Eli Lilly.”

Chambers, Doden and Braun continued to spar over 
the LEAP District, of which Eli Lilly and Company 
would be a key investor and tenant. Chambers defend-
ed his two years heading the IEDC for $1 a year, say-
ing it had “record results, higher wages, investments 
all over the state. So I am flattered the business com-
munity supports my campaign.”

Braun also attacked Doden’s tenure at the IEDC: 
“When he was involved in economic development, 
he had issues where he wasn’t actually doing things 
to help small towns. He was maybe trying to help 
his own friends and business. He got an ethics watch 
about it and ignored it four times.”

At the WISH-TV debate on Wednesday, Braun 
received incoming from Chambers, Doden and former 
attorney general Curtis Hill, who wasn’t invited to 
the Tuesday event. Lt. Gov. Crouch, however, mostly 
abstained from criticizing Braun directly during the 
debate. She is hoping that Chambers and Doden rough 
up the frontrunner, giving her a lane to emerge as the 
winner on May 7 with the $5 million she has.

Hill lambasted Braun for the latter’s claim of being 
a political “outsider,” saying the senator has “been in 
the system long enough.” Chambers arguing that a 
candidate who has been on the ballot as often as Braun 
couldn’t hold the title. Braun, a state lawmaker from 
2014 to 2017 and a U.S. senator since 2019, said he 
still considered himself a political outsider, choosing 
to define the term by “what you have done for most of 
your life.”

Braun added that the “ultimate outsider” — former 
President Donald Trump — had endorsed him.

Brian Howey is senior writer and columnist for Howey Politics 
Indiana/State Affairs. Find Howey on Facebook and X @hwypol.

Politicking

Brian 
Howey

It seemed like a simple question: 
how many taxpayer dollars are being 
spent to defend Attorney General Todd 
Rokita’s law license?

The office has paid $400,000 to an 
outside law firm but it is unclear how 
much of that went to the disciplinary 
matter.

I first sent an email in February 
2023 inquiring about the representa-
tion hired on behalf of the state’s 
leading attorney and I still don’t have 
the answer. The initial 
inquiry wasn’t a formal 
records request but an 
attempt to handle a ques-
tion quickly. Since then, 
it has escalated to a pub-
lic records debate before 
the Indiana Public Access Counselor.

The Indiana Public Access Counselor last week 
issued a ruling that took a slight jab at the Indiana 
Comptroller and Attorney General’s Office but didn’t 
rule in our favor. The question is whether legal invoices 
by an outside attorney representing Rokita were redact-
ed too much.

“All descriptions of work performed have been 
redacted. This does not allow the public to know 
whether it got the benefit of the bargain from the service 
provider hired by the state,” the ruling said. “As stated 
previously, attorney invoices may have more redactions 
than other types of service providers, nonetheless, the 
public is entitled to know that its money is going to 
good use. Pinpoint, specific redactions are much more 
effective at accomplishing that goal.”

Where it started
Let me tell you what this fight has been like.
The Indiana Supreme Court Disciplinary 

Commission began investigating Rokita in early 2023. 
It was Marilyn Odendahl of the Indiana Citizen who 
first reported on Feb. 8, 2023, that the state was pay-
ing Washington, D.C., law firm Schaerr Jaffe to defend 
Rokita in that matter.

Former Attorney General Curtis Hill paid for his own 
legal defense when he was charged with misconduct. 
But, to be fair, that incident was at a bar and outside his 
official duties. Rokita was being investigated for com-
ments he made as part of his office’s work.

After the Citizen’s report I sent an email asking gen-
erally about the legal representation. It initially got no 
response from the Attorney General’s Office. A follow-
up said the office would get back to me. It never did.

At some point, separately, both Odendahl and I asked 
the Indiana Comptroller for invoices related to payments 
to Schaerr Jaffe because the AG’s office had not been 
helpful.

The payments are under a contract first signed 
between the Attorney General’s office and Schaerr Jaffe 
in 2020 involving one federal case. Since then, it has 
been amended six times to include multiple other mat-
ters. The contract is also being used to pay to defend 
Rokita’s law license.

When the invoices came from the Comptroller, we 
were hoping to piece together what taxpayer money was 
being spent on what legal matter.

But the invoices only list the original federal court 
case, which concluded in September 2023, and there is 
no way to identify what costs are going to which issue, 
matter or case.

The Comptroller was efficient — responding with 
documents in about a week — but redacted nearly 
everything from the invoices, meaning I couldn’t tell 
anything about the work being done.

The complaint
Odendahl and I decided to file a public access com-

plaint. We understand redactions are allowed — and 
even proper — to protect attorney-client privilege. But 
when they redact virtually every word, the invoices 
become useless.

Simultaneously, Odendahl sought invoices directly 
from Rokita’s office in case their redactions were dif-
ferent. The Comptroller said in its response to our 
complaint that it did solicit input from the Attorney 
General’s Office in making the redactions.

That request to the Attorney General’s Office was 
sent Oct. 30, by the way. They still have not provided 
the documents — almost five months later.

Public Access Counselor Luke Britt said the amount 
of redaction is “unusually high” but without the benefit 
of seeing the unredacted copy he can’t say definitively 
that a violation occurred.

“It is my recommendation, however, that the OAG 
revisit these materials and potentially redact the invoices 
with a much lighter touch so that the documentation is 
objectively readable,” he said.

Notably, a second disciplinary investigation is under-
way and the office has also hired a another law firm for 
“claims and disciplinary complaints which may arise 
against State of Indiana employees and state officials in 
the scope of their employment.”

This could all easily be avoided if Rokita’s office 
would simply answer the question. How much in state 
taxpayer dollars have been spent so far on the his disci-
plinary defense?

Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, a non-
profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle.com

Public records request on 
taxpayer dollars not so simple

Niki
Kelly

Hoosier
Opinions

Thank God for the internal combustion engine
One of Joe Biden’s 

notable digressions when 
getting deposed by Spe-
cial Counsel Robert Hur 
was about driving his 
beloved 1967 Corvette 
Stingray convertible. 

Which wasn’t surpris-
ing — the president genu-
inely loves his car. And 
why not? It’s a thing of 
beauty and, for its time, 
was a splendid feat of 
engineering.

A paradox of the 
Biden’s administration is that the 
old-school car enthusiast is — in the 
name of the future and of saving the 
planet — waging a war on the inter-
nal-combustion-engine cars that he so 
admires and that have helped define 
American life over the last 100 years. 

The internal-combustion-engine 
automobile ranks as one of the mod-
ern world’s most transformative inno-
vations. Prior to the advent of trains, 
travel by land was an absolute misery, 
even for the wealthy and privileged. 
Then, the car, in effect, took the train 
and put it in the hands of individuals. 

It was a revolutionary leap ahead 
for personal freedom and mobility. 
It changed where we live (catalyzing 
the growth of the suburbs) and how 
we work (making it easier to com-
mute). It obviously made it possible 
to go more places and gave rise to 
new types of businesses catering to a 
newly foot-loose population, includ-
ing motels and fast-food restaurants. 
It knit the country together via a road 
network that facilitated untold eco-
nomic activity, and created the auto-

manufacturing industry, as well 
as industries providing parts 
and fuel for cars. 

To an unusual extent, people 
feel bonded to their cars. There 
are car enthusiasts, but not 
enthusiasts for other 20th cen-
tury implements that changed 
our way of life. No one speaks 
wistfully of the refrigerator 
they owned 40 years ago, or 
reads fan magazines devoted to 
plumbing. Even for consumers 
who aren’t devotees of cars, 
what to buy is an intensely 

personal choice; this is why there is a 
dizzying array of brands offering an 
immense range of choices. 

The Biden administration’s push 
to get people into electric vehicles is 
running directly into the chief advan-
tage of internal-combustion-engine 
cars, which is the sheer convenience. 

One area of resistance to electric 
vehicles is “range anxiety,” or the fear 
that an electric vehicle will run out 
of its charge. That’s often exagger-
ated; electric cars have acquired more 
range now, and most people aren’t 
driving 300 miles in a single trip. 
Nevertheless, there are reasonable 
concerns about the ability to find a 
charging station and how long it will 
take to recharge the vehicle compared 
to filling up at a gas station.

Gas stations already exist (about 
145,000 of them with a million gas 
pumps), and no one had to subsidize 
their creation. They are convenient, 
cost-effective and make economic 
sense.

Making charging stations avail-
able on a comparable scale will 

present formidable obstacles. As 
Mark Mills of the National Center 
for Energy Analytics points out in a 
paper on electric cars, transporting 
the large amounts of energy at the 
necessary scale using electric energy 
via wires and transformers is much 
more expensive than doing it with oil 
via pipelines and tanks. Equipping 
stations with the super-chargers nec-
essary to make charging somewhat 
rapid — but still slower than gassing 
up — will require “a grid power 
demand comparable to a small town 
or steel mill.”

This isn’t to say electric cars aren’t 
attractive to some consumers, espe-
cially those with their own garages 
for overnight charging and with the 
resources to spend on a fun, interest-
ing second or third car. Tesla has 
made major inroads in the upscale 
category. Good for them. More 
choice is better. 

An all-electric-car future is very 
far off, though, and internal-com-
bustion-engine automobiles aren’t 
embarrassing artifacts of the past. 
Their cost, convenience, reliability 
and size — more than half of auto-
mobiles sold in the U.S. are SUVs — 
make them hugely appealing. They 
are also getting constant upgrades. 
According to Mills, since 1975, “the 
average automobile today has 100 
more horsepower, weighs 1,000 
pounds more and has doubled in fuel 
efficiency.”

Joe Biden’s Corvette is now an 
antique, but the basic technology is 
as important, and as incredibly user-
friendly, as ever. 

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry
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Senior Grant Nash has 
been selected to receive 
the Norwell High School 
ICE [Interdisciplinary 
Cooperative Education] 
Spotlight award. He is 
employed by his father 
Doug Nash and grandpa 
Dale Nash of DC Nash 
Farms of Craigville. 
Grant is the son of Doug 
and Crystal Nash also of 
Craigville.

Grant has grown up on 
the family farm and has 
learned a great deal about 

planting and harvesting 
crops. Through the off 
season, Grant is involved 
in trucking and machinery 
maintenance on the farm. 
He also raises beef cattle 
and horses for resell.

After  graduat ion, 
Grant plans to continue 
farming with the family. 
Soon he will attain his 
CDL [Class A Commer-
cial Driver’s License] and 
has job offers from a feed 
mill and agriculture coop-
erative. Grant Nash

Norwell Internship Spotlight award
Grant Nash

428 S. Oak Street in Bluffton
260-824-5222 

www.wellscocreativearts.com
creativeartscouncil@gmail.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/wellscocre-
ativearts

Instagram: @creativeartscouncil
Creative Arts office hours — Monday 

through Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday 
(by appointment only).

Creative Arts Spring Showcase
Friday, April 26 at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, Aril 27 at 3:00 p.m.
Admission: $5 at the door
 We invite you to join us for Creative Arts 

Youth Dance Company’s Spring Showcase!
 Creative Arts is very proud of our dance 

academy, and we are excited to present our 
Spring Showcase this month! Our Ballet, 
Modern, and Tap dancers will be present-
ing in this year’s showcase. Our Ballet stu-
dents will be presenting an abridged version 
of “The Sleeping Beauty” accompanied by 
Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s familiar music.  Our 
Modern dance program features the begin-
ning, intermediate, and advanced classes as 
they take a sojourn into ancient Egypt.  Tap 
will be performing rhythm and broad way 
tap styles.  We will proudly present two per-
formances, both in the auditorium at 428 S. 
Oak St in Bluffton.

 Beers with the Bard
Tuesday, May 7 at 7 p.m. at The Parlor 

City Brewing Company
Beers with the Bard is back!
Three of Shakespeare’s plays done in ten 

minutes each?? Is that even possible? You 
betcha!

Join us on Tuesday, May 7 at Parlor City 
Brewing Company to watch us do it. But 
wait, there’s more! The Rag Tag Bunch, Fort 
Wayne’s favorite Irish band, will be joining 
us again this year.

 Get ready for an evening of Shakespear-
ean silliness, delicious locally brewed bever-
ages, and great music! Doors open at 6:30, 
and the show starts at 7 p.m. This is a 21+ 
event.

Tickets go on sale soon. Presented by Par-
lor City Shakespeare Company and the Cre-
ative Arts Council
 Creative Arts Summer Theater Intensive 

June 2024
Registration is open at:  https://www.

wellscocreativearts.com/-theater-intensive
Shrek the Musical JR (Ages 12-18)  - 4 

spots left!
Auditions: Saturday, May 4, 2024 (must 

be age 12 by March 1st)

Rehearsals:  June 3-14; Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Performances:  June 14 at 7 p.m. and June 
15th at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.

(Attendance is required at all 10 days of 
camp plus all 3 performances)

Tuition:  $100
Disney Jungle Book Kids – Registration 

is full, call to be put on the waiting list
Creative Arts Summer Dance Intensive 

June 2024
Registration is open at: https://www.

wellscocreativearts.com/summer-dance-
intensive

Dates: June 3-21, 2024
Classes Offered: Creative Movement 

(Ages 3-5), Pre-Dance (Ages 6-8), Continu-
ing (Ages 9-12) and INT/ADV ClassEnter-
tainment Guide for Saturday, April 13, 2024 
– April 19, 2024

Ongoing Activities 
Creative Crew: Tuesdays from 8:30 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m.: All forms of creativity wel-
come: painting, drawing, needlework and 
more. Spend the morning working on your 
craft and socialize with other artists. Enter 
Door 1 or Door 10 at Life Community 
Church, the creative crew meets in the cafe 

Readers’ Brown Bag Luncheon: Meet-
ing the last Tuesday of the month at noon at 
Life Community Church, enter door 10. All 
readers are welcome. Call the office for more 
information.

***Important Scheduling Note: Changes can 
occur after the Creative Happenings column has 
been published. Please confirm dates and times 
before planning to participate in programs and 
activities*** 

Creative Arts Council activities are supported 
by memberships, sponsors and grants from funders 
including Arts United, a regional agency; the Indi-
ana Arts Commission, a state agency; and the 
National Endowment for the Arts, a national agency.

Events at the Creative Arts 
Council of Wells County

Check out these 
websites of local 
& area companies 
and businesses.

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! 
The power of print and the Internet, working 
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.

hidaymotors.comicav.us EdwardJones.com

blu� tontire.com

Bluffton 
Tire

thomarich.com

Th oma/Rich, 
Lemler

Funeral Home
bi-countyservices.com(260)824-1253

Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

riverstonedental.net

jerry� ackinsuranceandinvestments.com

Jerry Flack
& Associates

lafontainecenter.org
A RHF Community

abovebeyondrecon.com

&ABOVE  BEYOND
Vehicle Reconditioning

stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

family dentistry

nb-digital.com
Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO

Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 
Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring

Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

myersfuneralhomes.com3riversfcu.org

lengerichmeats.com

Have a Webs ite?
Tell the World!

daniels-jewelers.net 2155 N. Main St., Bluffton
 (260)824-9643

 www.daniels-jewelers.net

kellysautocollision.com

Owners: Dustin Kelly
820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton

824-3995

JC’s GARAGE
DOOR

SALES & SERVICE

jcsgaragedoor.com

moserandsonheatingandair.com

ALL SEASON
SERVICE NEEDS
Check Out Our Air Conditioning 
or Furnace Units

219 E. Perry St. Bluff ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

thegmcfamily.com

myblu� tonsfagent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com
Erin Daugherty

260.827.0527
www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

infarmbureau.com

homecourthomecare.com

dazeys.com/blu� ton-ingenesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

mrkoolheatingandair.com

extension.purdue.edu/wells

START WITH US 
AND STOP KNOCKING ON WOOD.  

Bluffton Office | (260) 824-2234

Indiana weather is do 
unpredictable!! Lovely sum-
mer type weather changes 
to freezing cold with lots of 
wind.

Life goes on no matter 
what the temperature is.

The coffee cafe is still 
happening at the Zanesville 
Community Church of God 
on weekdays. All are wel-
come to come and join oth-
ers from 7:30 to 10:00 a.m. 
The church is located on the 
corner of Scott Street and 
South County and Marzane 
Road/Indianapolis Road.

We have a great new res-
taurant in town. Now open 
Sis & Bub’s Kitchen -Where 
everything is homemade! 
Brother and sister joined 
together with the passion of 
cooking to share their home-
made food made with a little 
bit of pepper and a whole 
lot of love! They offer mili-
tary discounts (w/card) and 
senior portions with special 
pricing. They also have pre-
order family meals with the 
pricing depending on the 
family size with 24 hour 
notice. Holiday meals are 
offered with 48 hour notice. 
Grab & Go coffee and sand-
wich Monday through Fri-
day from 5:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
They are open Wednesday 
through Friday from 5:30 
am to 2 p.m./5p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday hours are 7 to 2 
and 5 to 8. Sunday hours are 
10 to 2 except for the third 
Sunday of the month they 
will be closed. The address 
is 3010 W. Scott Street, 
Zanesville. Phones are 260 
area codes with numbers 
409-5187, 410-7372, and 
241-2035. Facebook is Sis 
& Bubs and e-mail is sis.
bubskitchen@gmail.com. 
Come and try out this place 
and you will be sure to come 
back soon. I have been there 
many times already!

Don’t forget to patronize 
the County Line Pizza and 
Pub as they also have great 
food and they will sell you 
Lions Apple Dumpling.

The Zanesville Indi-
ana Lions Club and Com-
munity Park have a 
Gofundme account. If you 
would like to contribute 
to it go to this link: https://
gofundme/9101f789. 

Greg Perigo is vice presi-
dent of the Super Shot board 
in Allen County. He is ask-
ing everyone to be aware of 
the outbreak of measles in 
2024. He reports:

“So far in 2024, at least 

35 cases have been reported 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
about double the number at 
this point last year. Indiana is 
on that list. In 1992 we wept 
when nearly 30 Allen Coun-
ty children were reported to 
have contracted measles. 
In 2000, we cheered when 
the US and other nations 
declared that measles - one 
of the most contagious and 
dangerous disease to man-
kind was eradicated. Fast 
forward 25 years and sadly 
the story repeats as mea-
sles has crept back into our 
society. I look forward to 
the day when all vaccine-
preventable diseases are 
tamed and immunizations 
are unnecessary.” Super 
Shot’s main clinic is at 15 15 
Hobson Road in Ft. Wayne. 
For available clinic times 
and questions please refer to 
www.supershot.org or call 
260-424-SHOT (7468).

Please be in prayer for 
our locals who are suffering 
from cancer and it’s ongoing 
treatments. Also remember 
the royal family in Eng-
land as Kate the princess 
of Whales, who is the wife 
of Prince William, and also 
King Charles III are both 
going through treatments for 
this awful disease.

Please send up prayers 
for the Osmun and Smith 
families of Uniondale at the 
tragic death of two of their 
young people killed in a traf-
fic accident Sunday evening 
March 17.

Norwell’s show choirs 
won multip1e awards at the 
Marysville Showcase in 
Ohio recently. Mark your 
calendars for this date:

All the Norwell Show 
Choirs will perform their 
competition shows one last 
time at the annual Reflec-
tions concert May 10 in the 
Norwell Auditorium. The 
performance will start at 
7:30 p.m. with doors open-
ing at 7:00. Tickets are $10 
and will be sold at the door.

We have some celebrities 
around our area. Congratu-
lations to Liberty Center/
Wells County basketball 
player Dick Harris who was 
recently inducted into the 
Indiana Basketball Hall of 
Fame in a ceremony held in 
Indianapolis. He was written 
up in the News-Banner on 
Saturday March 23rd. We at 
Union Center Alumni were 
all excited when they built 
the Hall of Fame museum 

at New Castle. My mother 
paid for bricks to be laid for 
her sons Darrell and Ced-
ric Botts and Maurice and 
David McBride. East Union 
Center Alumni paid for a 
brick also. I think they also 
paid for some for coaches at 
Union. I haven’t been down 
there for a long time but it 
was a great museum and I 
expect it is more than great 
now. It’s just a short trip 
from here so you may want 
to go. Dick had a long career 
in basketball so I am sure 
you can get his life story on 
the computer. Dick was a 
senior at Liberty Center in 
1964.

Congra tu la t ions  to 
Homestead graduate Merid-
ian Prall who recently sang 
at the Metropolitan Opera 
House in New York City 
where she became one of 
10 finalists. She was chosen 
as one of the five winners 
after months of participat-
ing in rounds of competi-
tion that began in Decem-
ber. The mezzo-soprano is 
28 years old and lives now 
in Edwardsburg, Michigan 
with her husband.

Not all celebrities are 
human beings as dogs win 
contests also. French Bull-
dogs remained the top breed 
last year. They also won the 
top place in 2022. They are 
bat eared, scaled down bull-
these dogs. Small and sol-
idly built, pushed -face dogs 
have a penchant for comical-
ly pensive expressions and 
they take city living in stride.

Prices on everything 
have gone up considerably 
over the years. In August of 
1961 our son Doug was 5 
1/2 years old and was diag-
nosed with diabetes. He had 
to take an injection of insu-
lin from then on every day. 
We bought his vial of insu-
lin at the Markle Pharmacy 
(now the PICKLE) and it 
cost $1.50 and lasted for a 
month. Now your insulin for 
those who are not on medi-
care is very expensive.

Zanesville News by Melba Edwards

SpecialS

205 W. Market St.
Bluffton, iN

Mon-Sat 10am - 3am • Closed Sunday

Juicy Lucy
Tues., April 2 & Wed., April 3

Bourbon pecan 
chicken

Fri., April 5 & Sat., April 6

Cancer Services of Northeast Indiana 
will hold at Ribbon Walk on Saturday, 
May 4, from 9 to 11 a.m. at Cancer Ser-
vices, 6316 Mutual Dr. in Fort Wayne. 

The family friendly event will fea-
ture food, entertainment, remembrance 
activities and a mile-long walk along the 

walking path of Brotherhood Mutual. Par-
ticipants who raise $35 or more by April 
29th will receive a commemorative Rib-
bon Walk t-shirt. The fund-raising goal is 
$115,000

To donate or to register go to https://
give.cancer-services.org/ribbonwalk2024.

The Spring Dinner Meeting of the Wells 
County Historical Society will be held at 
the Wells County Public Library on Mon-
day, April 22, at 5:30 p.m.

“Bridges of Wells County” will be the 
topic of the evening, presented by the 
group’s President Jim Sturgeon. A limited 
number of the “Wells County Schools: 
1837-2022” will be available for purchase 

as will Alan Daugherty’s book about E. B. 
Williamson.

Corner Depot Catering will provide the 
dinner, which is priced at $18. Reserva-
tions are needed by April 15th to 260-827-
0117. 

The museum will open Sundays for the 
season beginning on Sunday, April 14, 
from 1 to 4 p.m.

Historical Society spring meeting April 22

May Ribbon Walk by Cancer Services

Parks Department Earth Day 5K registration
Registration is open for the Bluffton 

Parks Department’s annual Earth Day 5K. 
Join Bluffton Parks & Recreation for 

our minimal footprint 5K to celebrate 
Earth Day.

Saturday, April 20th at 9 a.m. at the 
Bluffton City Gym.

The race is designed with a minimal 
footprint which includes no new shirts, 
bibs, or plastic. Previously unused event 
shirts and bibs are being recycled in addi-

tion to live plants and trees for awards and 
prizes.

Cost is $10 and includes event regis-
tration, all the free past event t-shirts and 
swag you can hold, and overall and age 
group awards. Runners and Walkers are 
welcome.

Sign up now at https://raceroster.com/
events/2024/86614/earth-day-5k.

 For more information visit www.bluff-
tonindiana.net.



MANGWE, Zimbabwe 
(AP) — Delicately and with 
intense concentration, Zany-
iwe Ncube poured her small 
share of precious golden 
cooking oil into a plastic bot-
tle at a food aid distribution 
site deep in rural Zimbabwe.

“I don't want to lose a 
single drop,” she said.

Her relief at the handout 
— paid for by the United 
States government as her 
southern African country 
deals with a severe drought 
— was tempered when aid 
workers gently broke the 
news that this would be their 
last visit.

Ncube and her 7-month-
old son she carried on her 
back were among 2,000 
people who received rations 
of cooking oil, sorghum, 
peas and other supplies in 
the Mangwe district in south-
western Zimbabwe. The food 
distribution is part of a pro-
gram funded by American 
aid agency USAID and rolled 
out by the United Nations' 
World Food Programme.

They're aiming to help 
some of the 2.7 million peo-
ple in rural Zimbabwe threat-
ened with hunger because of 
the drought that has envel-
oped large parts of southern 
Africa since late 2023. It 
has scorched the crops that 
tens of millions of people 
grow themselves and rely on 
to survive, helped by what 
should be the rainy season.

They can rely on their 
crops and the weather less 
and less.

The drought in Zimba-
bwe, neighboring Zambia 
and Malawi has reached 
crisis levels. Zambia and 
Malawi have declared 
national disasters. Zimba-
bwe could be on the brink of 
doing the same. The drought 
has reached Botswana and 
Angola to the west, and 
Mozambique and Madagas-
car to the east.

A year ago, much of this 
region was drenched by 
deadly tropical storms and 
floods. It is in the midst of 

a vicious weather cycle: too 
much rain, then not enough. 
It's a story of the climate 
extremes that scientists say 
are becoming more frequent 
and more damaging, espe-
cially for the world's most 
vulnerable people.

In Mangwe, the young 
and the old lined up for 
food, some with donkey 
carts to carry home whatever 
they might get, others with 
wheelbarrows. Those wait-
ing their turn sat on the dusty 
ground. Nearby, a goat tried 
its luck with a nibble on a 
thorny, scraggly bush.

Ncube, 39, would nor-
mally be harvesting her 
crops now — food for her, 
her two children and a niece 
she also looks after. Maybe 
there would even be a little 
extra to sell.

The driest February in 
Zimbabwe in her lifetime, 
according to the World Food 
Programme's seasonal mon-
itor, put an end to that.

“We have nothing in 
the fields, not a single 
grain,” she said. “Every-
thing has been burnt (by the 
drought).”

The United Nations 
Children's Fund says there 
are “overlapping crises” of 
extreme weather in east-
ern and southern Africa, 
with both regions lurching 
between storms and floods 
and heat and drought in the 
past year.

In southern Africa, an 
estimated 9 million people, 
half of them children, need 
help in Malawi. More than 
6 million in Zambia, 3 mil-
lion of them children, are 
impacted by the drought, 
UNICEF said. That's nearly 
half of Malawi's population 
and 30% of Zambia's.

“Distressingly, extreme 
weather is expected to be 
the norm in eastern and 
southern Africa in the years 
to come,” said Eva Kadilli, 
UNICEF's regional director.

While human-made cli-
mate change has spurred 
more erratic weather glob-

ally, there is something else 
parching southern Africa 
this year.

El Niño, the naturally 
occurring climatic phe-
nomenon that warms parts 
of the Pacific Ocean every 
two to seven years, has var-
ied effects on the world's 
weather. In southern Africa, 
it means below-average 
rainfall, sometimes drought, 
and is being blamed for the 
current situation.

The impact is more 
severe for those in Mangwe, 
where it's notoriously arid. 
People grow the cereal grain 
sorghum and pearl mil-
let, crops that are drought 
resistant and offer a chance 
at harvests, but even they 
failed to withstand the con-
ditions this year.

Francesca Erdelmann, 
the World Food Pro-
gramme's country direc-
tor for Zimbabwe, said last 
year's harvest was bad, but 
this season is even worse. 
“This is not a normal cir-
cumstance,” she said.

The first few months of 
the year are traditionally the 
“lean months” when house-
holds run short as they wait 
for the new harvest. How-
ever, there is little hope for 
replenishment this year.

Joseph Nleya, a 77-year-
old traditional leader in 
Mangwe, said he doesn't 
remember it being this hot, 
this dry, this desperate. 
“Dams have no water, river-
beds are dry and boreholes 
are few. We were relying 
on wild fruits, but they have 
also dried up,” he said.

People are illegally cross-
ing into Botswana to search 
for food and “hunger is turn-
ing otherwise hard-working 
people into criminals,” he 
added.

Multiple aid agencies 
warned last year of the 
impending disaster.

Since then, Zambian 
President Hakainde Hichil-
ema has said that 1 million 
of the 2.2 million hectares 
of his country's staple corn 

crop have been destroyed. 
Malawian President Lazarus 
Chakwera has appealed for 
$200 million in humanitar-
ian assistance.

The 2.7 million strug-
gling in rural Zimbabwe is 
not even the full picture. A 
nationwide crop assessment 
is underway and authori-
ties are dreading the results, 
with the number needing 
help likely to skyrocket, said 
the WFP's Erdelmann.

With this year's harvest a 
write-off, millions in Zim-
babwe, southern Malawi, 
Mozambique and Mada-
gascar won't be able to feed 
themselves well into 2025. 
USAID's Famine Early 
Warning System estimat-
ed that 20 million people 
would require food relief in 
southern Africa in the first 
few months of 2024.

JERUSALEM (AP) — 
Tens of thousands of Israelis 
thronged central Jerusalem 
on Sunday in the largest 
anti-government protest 
since the country went to 
war in October. Protest-
ers urged the government 
to reach a cease-fire deal to 
free dozens of hostages held 
in Gaza by Hamas militants 
and to hold early elections.

Israeli society was broad-
ly united immediately after 
Oct. 7, when Hamas killed 
some 1,200 people during a 
cross-border attack and took 
250 others hostage. Nearly 
six months of conflict have 
renewed divisions over the 
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
though the country remains 
largely in favor of the war.

Netanyahu has vowed to 
destroy Hamas and bring all 
the hostages home, yet those 
goals have been elusive. 
While Hamas has suffered 
heavy losses, it remains 
intact.

Roughly half the hos-
tages in Gaza were released 
during a weeklong cease-
fire in November. But 
attempts by international 
mediators to bring home the 
remaining hostages have 
failed. Talks resumed on 

Sunday with no signs that 
a breakthrough was immi-
nent.

Hos tages’ fami l ies 
believe time is running out, 
and they are getting more 
vocal about their displeasure 
with Netanyahu.

“We believe that no hos-
tages will come back with 
this government because 
they’re busy putting sticks 
in the wheels of negotiations 
for the hostages,” said Boaz 
Atzili, whose cousin, Aviv 
Atlizi and his wife, Liat, 
were kidnapped on Oct. 7. 
Liat was released but Aviv 
was killed, and his body is 
in Gaza. “Netanyahu is only 
working in his private inter-
ests.”

Protesters blame Netan-
yahu for the failures of Oct. 
7 and say the deep political 
divisions over his attempted 
judicial overhaul last year 
weakened Israel ahead of 
the attack. Some accuse him 
of damaging relations with 
the United States, Israel’s 
most important ally.

Netanyahu is also fac-
ing a litany of corruption 
charges which are slowly 
making their way through 
the courts, and critics say 
his decisions appear to be 
focused on political survival 

over the national interest. 
Opinion polls show Netan-
yahu and his coalition trail-
ing far behind their rivals if 
elections were held today.

Unless his governing 
coalition falls apart sooner, 
Netanyahu won’t face elec-
tions until spring of 2026.

Many families of hos-
tages had refrained from 
publicly denouncing Netan-
yahu to avoid antagonizing 
the leadership and making 
the hostages’ plight a politi-
cal issue. But as their anger 
grows, some now want to 
change course — and they 
played a major role in Sun-
day’s anti-government pro-
test.

The crowd on Sunday 
stretched for blocks around 
the Knesset, or parliament 
building, and organizers 
vowed to continue the dem-
onstration for several days. 
They urged the government 
to hold new elections nearly 
two years ahead of sched-
ule. Thousands also demon-
strated Sunday in Tel Aviv, 
where there was a large pro-
test the night before.

Netanyahu, in a nation-
ally televised speech before 
undergoing hernia surgery 
later Sunday, said he under-
stood families’ pain. But he 

said calling new elections 
— in what he described as 
a moment before victory — 
would paralyze Israel for 
six to eight months and stall 
the hostage talks. For now, 
Netanyahu’s governing 
coalition appears to remain 
firmly intact.

Some hostage families 
agree that now is not the 
time for elections.

“I don’t think that chang-
ing the prime minister now 
is what will advance and 
help my son to come home,” 
Sheli Shem Tov, whose son 
Omer was kidnapped from 
a music festival, told Israel’s 
Channel 12. “To go to elec-
tions now will just push to 
the side the most burning 
issue, which is to return the 
hostages home.”

In his Sunday address, 
Netanyahu also repeated his 
vow for a military ground 
offensive in Rafah, the 
southern Gaza city where 
more than half of territory’s 
population of 2.3 million 
now shelters after fleeing 
fighting elsewhere. “There 
is no victory without going 
into Rafah,” he said, add-
ing that U.S. pressure would 
not deter him. Israel’s mili-
tary says Hamas battalions 
remain there.

In another reminder of 
Israel’s divisions, a group 
of reservists and retired 
officers demonstrated in an 
ultra-Orthodox neighbor-
hood.

Ultra-Orthodox men for 
generations have received 
exemptions from military 
service, which is compulso-
ry for most Jewish men and 
women. Resentment over 
that has deepened during 
the war. Netanyahu’s gov-
ernment has been ordered 
to present a new plan for a 
more equitable draft law by 
Monday.

Netanyahu, who relies 
heavily on the support of 
ultra-Orthodox parties, last 
week asked for an exten-
sion.

The Bank of Israel said 
in its annual report on Sun-
day that there could be 
economic damage if large 
numbers of ultra-Orthodox 
men continue not to serve in 
Israel’s military.

Also Sunday, an Israeli 
airstrike hit a tent camp in 
the courtyard of a crowded 
hospital in central Gaza, 

killing two Palestinians 
and wounding another 15, 
including journalists work-
ing nearby.

An Associated Press 
reporter filmed the strike 
and aftermath at Al-Aqsa 
Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-
Balah, where thousands of 
people have sheltered. The 
Israeli military said it struck 
a command center of the 
Islamic Jihad militant group.

Tens of thousands of 
people have sought shelter 
in Gaza’s hospitals, viewing 
them as relatively safe from 
airstrikes. Israel accuses 
Hamas and other militants 
of operating in and around 
medical facilities, which 
Gaza’s health officials deny.

Israeli troops have been 
raiding Shifa Hospital, 
Gaza’s largest, for nearly 
two weeks and say they 
have killed scores of fight-
ers, including senior Hamas 
operatives. Gaza’s Health 
Ministry said more than 
100 patients remain with 
no potable water and septic 
wounds, while doctors use 
plastic bags for gloves.
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Wells County Community 

HEALTH FAIR
Wells County Community 

HEALTH FAIR
Wells County Fairgrounds
Expo Hall in Community Center
1240 4-H Park Road 
Bluffton, IN 46714

Wednesday, 
April 3
2 – 5 pm

Scan for more 
information and 
to register

ALL 
SERVICES

ARE 
FREE 

HEALTH SCREENINGS, 
COMMUNITY RESOURCES, 

VACCINES, GIVEAWAYS  
AND MORE!

First 50 people will receive a free  
hygiene kit (min value $25), a pack 

of diapers, and a $10 gas card

720 East Dustman Road | Bluff ton, IN 46714
www.christiancarerc.org | 260-565-3000

Enriching senior living with Christian values and compassionate quality service

1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711 | 589-3173 | www.swissvillage.org

400 East Logan St., Markle, IN
260-758-3121

WAYNE      METALS

Kerry Gentis, Manager

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton, IN

(260) 824-0418

www.decaturdentalin.com
Decatur • Geneva • Bluffton • Berne • Warren

fast,   
reliable   
fiber
internet 

833.727.5563  
twncomm.com/heartland

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms and conditions apply. Taxes,
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. A line connection fee may be applicable. Call for details or visit
twncomm.com/terms-conditions for additional information and terms and conditions of services. Residential customers on
qualifying internet plans will receive download/upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan.  A 30-day notice 
is required to cancel service. 

SERVICE  NOW AVAILABLE  IN  MANY  AREAS.
Sign up today or get fiber-ready by signing the underground agreement. 
Call for more details!

UNLIMITED DATA  |  UP TO 1* GBPS  |  24/7 SUPPORT

SOLUTIONS FOR HOME AND BUSINESS

Check out our website for all of our auctions • WIEGMANNAUCTIONEERS.COM
6632 N. 500 W., Decatur, IN 46733

260-447-4311
WIEGMANNAUCTIONEERS.COM

or on auctionzip.com  AUCTIONEERS ID 16822   •   Ron AU08900060      Chase AU12400010

Auction Begins at 9 AM - Preview April 5, 10am-5pm
6632 N. 500 W., Decatur, IN 46733

Saturday, April 6, 2024

PERSONAL PROPERTY:  Vehicles- Guns- Ammo- 
Hand/Power/Yard Tools- Furniture- Jewelry- Coins- Yard 

Equipment- Trailers- Antiques- Collectibles- Toys- 
Glassware

Multiple Consigners
See MORE pictures & information at our website below!

Not the OLDEST,
Not the LARGEST,

But the BEST!

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Israelis stage largest protest since war began to pressure Netanyahu

Drought in southern Africa leaves millions hungry



ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — Ian Happ 
tied his career high with four hits and drew 
a tiebreaking bases-loaded walk from José 
Leclerc in a four-run ninth inning, helping 
the Chicago Cubs beat the Texas Rangers 
9-5 on Sunday to salvage the finale of their 
opening three-game series.

With the score 5-5, Leclerc (0-1) 
walked Michael Busch with one out, 
allowed Nico Hoerner’s swinging-bunt 
single down the third-base line and walked 
Mike Tauchman.

Miles Mastrobuoni grounded into a 
forceout at the plate, Happ fell behind in the 
count 1-2 but walked on a full-count fastball 
that sailed wide and Seiya Suzuki greeted 
Jacob Latz with a two-run single. Cody 
Bellinger singled in the final run.

“Once I got down 1-2, just staying 
alive,” Happ said. “He’s had a lot of success 
throughout his career, so I was just trying to 
find something I could handle. Good eyes in 
that at-bat.”

Craig Counsell after earned his first vic-
tory with the Cubs after 707 wins over nine 
seasons with Milwaukee.

“Great at-bats all over the ninth inning, 
for sure,” Counsell said. “Guys just being 
patient, kind of taking what was given to 
them at the start. Ian kind of getting down 
in the count and working that walk is obvi-
ously the big one. And then followed that 
up with some good at-bats to add some 
runs.”

Héctor Neris (1-0) pitched a one-hit 
eighth. Four Chicago relievers shut out 

Texas over the final five innings on two sin-
gles and one walk with seven strikeouts.

Rangers pitchers walked nine while 
allowing 12 hits.

Chicago was 4 for 14 with runners in 
scoring position and left 13 runners on base. 
Texas was 3 for 12 and left nine on.

Christopher Morel hit a three-run homer 
in the first off Jon Gray, who allowed five 
runs — four earned — seven hits and three 
walks in 3 2/3 innings.

Marcus Semien hit a two-run single in the 
second against Jordan Wicks. Happ had an 
RBI double in the fourth, with another run 
scoring for a 5-2 lead when center fielder 
Leody Taveras misplayed the ball for an error.

Semien hit an RBI double in the fourth 
and scored on rookie Wyatt Langford’s 
tying two-run triple that one-hopped the 
410-foot sign in center.

Langford, hitting second in the order 
with Corey Seager given a day off, also 
made a sliding, snow-cone catch in his first 
major league game in the outfield.

“I put him in the two-hole, three-hole, 
five-hole, wherever, and it doesn’t faze 
him,” Rangers manager Bruce Bochy said. 
“So, good game by him.”

Wicks gave up five runs — two earned, 
— five hits and three walks in four innings. 
Cubs starters pitched 12 1/3 innings in the 
series.

UP NEXT
Cubs: LHP Shota Imanaga will start the 

team’s home opener on Monday against 
Colorado RHP Dakota Hudson.
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MONDAY, APRIL 1
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, APRIL 2
BASEBALL: Norwell at South Adams, 5 p.m.; Bluffton at 

New Haven, 5 p.m.; Southern Wells at Oak Hill, 5 p.m.
SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Eastbrook, 5:30 p.m.
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Eastbrook at Bluffton. 5:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3
SOFTBALL: Norwell at Southern Wells, 5 p.m.; Bellmont at 

Bluffton, 5 p.m.
TRACK & FIELD: Eastbrook at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, APRIL 4
BASEBALL: Bluffton at Blackford, 5 p.m.; Southern Wells at 

Liberty Christian, 5 p.m.
GIRLS TENNIS: Norwell at Bluffton, 4:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL: Eastbrook at Norwell 5:30 p.m.
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Southern Wells/Madison-Grant 

at Daleville Invite, 5 p.m.
FRIDAY, APRIL 5
BASEBALL: Eastbrook at Norwell, 5 p.m.; Bluffton at How-

ard County Invitational vs. Rossville at Northwestern High 
School, 7:30 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Eastbrook, 5:30 p.m.
SATURDAY,  APRIL 6
BASEBALL: Bluffton at Howard County Invitational vs. TBD, 

10 a.m.; Wes-Del at Southern Wells, 10 a.m.
SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Central Noble, 12 p.m.; Southern 

Wells at Winchester, 11 a.m.
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Southern Wells at Muncie Burris 

Owl Invite, 10 a.m.
MONDAY, APRIL 8
SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Oak Hill, 5:30 p.m.

High School Calendar

The Norwell baseball team fell 10-2 in its first loss 
of the season against Edgewood Saturday.

The Knights fell to 2-1 on the opening weekend 
after defeating No. 6 in 2A Brownstown Central and 
Evansville Christian on Friday.

Norwell scrapped for only three hits in the con-
test — two were solo home runs by Collin Burns and 
Logan Cotton in the fifth and sixth innings. Korben 
Neuenschwander had a base hit.

Edgewood plated 10 runs on five hits and walked 
nine times.

Noah Schamerloh was the losing pitcher for Nor-
well.

The Knights will visit South Adams at 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 3.

Knights finish with 
2-1 record in first 
baseball weekend

By STEPHEN HAWKINS 
AP Sports Writer

DALLAS (AP) — Bruis-
ing big man DJ Burns Jr. 
plays with plenty of joy, 
skipping on and off the floor 
and interacting with North 
Carolina State fans that he 
often works into a frenzy 
with slick moves and a soft-
touch shot.

“I was raised in a happy 
environment,” Burns said. 
“I try to take that with me 
everywhere I go.”

Now he can take that to 
the desert for the Wolfpack’s 
first Final Four in four 
decades.

Burns scored a season-
high 29 points on 13-of-19 
shooting, DJ Horne had 20 
and 11th-seeded N.C. State 
beat Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence rival Duke 76-64 in the 
South Region final Sunday.

N.C. State is back on bas-
ketball’s biggest stage for 
the first time since the late 
Jim Valvano was sprinting 
around the court looking for 
someone to hug after win-
ning the 1983 national title 
with an upset over Houston 
and Phi Slama Jama.

“These guys are so spe-
cial,” seventh-year coach 
Kevin Keatts said. “Nine 
elimination games or you go 
home.”

These Wolfpack (26-14) 
head to Glendale, Arizona, 
on a winning streak that 
began after losing their last 
four regular-season games, 
and seven of nine. They had 
to win five games against 
past national champions in 
five days in the ACC Tour-
nament, including a win 
over Duke in the quarterfi-
nal round, just to get into the 
68-team NCAA Tournament 
field.

Now they will play 
7-foot-4 All-American Zach 
Edey and Purdue in the first 
national semifinal game, 
before defending champion 
UConn takes on Alabama.

“I’ll say like I’ve been 
saying the whole tourna-
ment. When I stop having 
fun with basketball, I’ll 
stop playing,” said Burns, 
who was voted the South 
Region’s most outstanding 
player. “There’s just been a 
total switch in our commit-

ment. Nobody’s being late 
to things. Nobody’s being 
a problem on the court. 
Everybody’s come togeth-
er.”

Fourth-seeded Duke (27-
9), which ousted top seed 
Houston in the Sweet 16 
two nights earlier, missed 
out on its second Final Four 
in three seasons after lead-
ing by six at halftime and 
maintaining that margin 
with 16 1/2 minutes left.

But soon after Keatts 
was called for a technical 
foul with 8 minutes left, his 
team was well on its way to 
becoming the seventh dou-
ble-digit seed to make the 
Final Four since the tourna-
ment expanded to 64 teams 
in 1985.

Jared McCain made both 
free throws for the technical 
that Keatts got after offi-
cials ruled a missed shot 
by Duke’s Kyle Filipow-
ski that went over the back-
board and off the shot clock 
went off one of his players. 
Replays showed that while 
maybe there should have 
been a foul since Burns 
made contact with the 7-foot 
Filipowski’s arm, the hand 
of the Wolfpack’s 6-foot-9, 
275-pound forward wasn’t 
even close to the ball.

A minute later, Ben Mid-
dlebrooks had a steal that 
led to a fast-break 3-pointer 
by Michael O’Connell. 
There was a foul called 
while the ball was in the air, 
so the Wolfpack got the trey, 
kept possession and Burns 
made another nifty basket 
for a 53-42 lead.

O’Connell had six points, 
also finishing with 11 
rebounds and six assists.

McCain led Duke with 
32 points, the freshman 
guard hitting 8 of 20 shots 
and making all 11 of his 
free throws. Jeremy Roach 
had 13 points while sopho-
more center Filipowski had 
11 points and nine rebounds 
before fouling out with 4:52 
left and the Blue Devils 
already down eight.

“Just give credit to State. 
They’re on a hell of a run 
right now,” Roach said. “We 
weren’t us today.”

None of the double-digit 
seeds have even made it to 

the national championship 
game, but Wolfpack fans 
chanted “Why not us, why 
not us?” before their team 
cut down the nets in Big D 
— about 1,200 miles from 
Tobacco Road where the 
N.C. State and Duke cam-
puses are only about a half-
hour drive from each other.

During the game’s first 
media timeout, they even 
got to watch on the big 
video boards in the arena 
as the N.C. State women 
dribbled out the final 26 sec-
onds of their regional final 
victory over Texas to also 
advance to the Final Four.

Burns, who had only four 
points in the regional semi-
final against Marquette, hit 
short jumpers on the Wolf-
pack’s first two shots of the 
game. But those were their 
only consecutive makes 
before halftime while shoot-
ing 26.5% (9 of 34) and 
trailing 27-21.

They certainly turned 
that around with a 55-point 
second half in which 
they made 19 of 26 shots 
(73.1%). Burns, who had 
eight points in the game’s 
first nine minutes before his 
second foul, went 9 of 11 
after halftime.

Duke made only 19 
field goals the entire game, 
shooting a season-worst 
32.2% on its 59 attempts. 
The Blue Devils became the 
sixth consecutive opponent 
held under 40% shooting by 
N.C. State.

“We never had any 
rhythm on offense,” second-
year Duke coach Jon Schey-
er said. “They started to 
score more and our offense, 
it was probably the most 
disjointed game that we’ve 
played all year.”
NO TITLE THIS TIME

Duke had held its first 
three March Madness 
opponents to fewer than 
60 points. The only other 
times the Blue Devils had 
three-game streaks like 
that in tourney were in 
2010 and 2015 — their 
last two national champi-
onships. Scheyer was part 
of both of those, first as a 
player and then an assis-
tant coach under Mike 
Krzyzewski.

By SARAH TROTTO 
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — Jack Flaherty 
pitched six effective innings in his Detroit 
debut and Andy Ibáñez snapped a tie with 
a pinch-hit single in the ninth, sending the 
Tigers to a 3-2 victory over the Chicago 
White Sox on Sunday.

Kerry Carpenter and Jake Rogers hom-
ered for the Tigers, who are 3-0 for the first 
time since 2016. Each of their wins in their 
season-opening series at Chicago was decid-
ed by one run.

“The adrenaline and the energy this team 
has shown so far you can see in the results,” 
Ibáñez said through a translator.

Paul DeJong and Korey Lee went deep 
for the White Sox.

Tyler Holton (1-0) earned the win by 

striking out four in 1 1/3 innings. Jason 
Foley got Andrew Vaughn and Braden 
Shewmake to ground out to earn his second 
save.

Detroit manager A.J. Hinch sent Ibáñez 
up to hit for Parker Meadows with run-
ners on first and second and two out. He 
responded with a single to left against left-
hander Tim Hill, driving in pinch-runner 
Matt Vierling for a 3-2 lead.

“You’ve got to be prepared for it,” Hinch 
said. “The players did an unbelievable job 
all weekend being ready for situations and 
there was a lot of action in that last inning.”

Steven Wilson (0-1) was tagged with the 
loss after he allowed a hit and a walk while 
recording two outs.

The White Sox are 0-3 for the first time 

By EDDIE PELLS 
AP National Writer

DETROIT (AP) — By the time all 
the scrapping and scratching and div-
ing on the floor was over, it felt like a 
shame that both those teams, and both 
those players, weren’t moving onto the 
Final Four.

Just don’t expect Purdue to feel bad 
about it.

Boilermakers big man Zach Edey 
went for a career high 40 points Sun-
day to muscle Purdue within two 
wins of the title for the first time since 
1980 with a 72-66 victory over Dalton 
Knecht and his never-say-quit Tennes-
see teammates.

The 7-foot-4 Edey, a unanimous AP 
All-American, didn’t even need a lad-
der to cut down the net after edging out 
Knecht, another All-American, who 
finished with 37 points.

The game’s top two players, and 
their teams, went back and forth all 
day. How close was it? There were 
six ties and eight lead changes. With 
5 minutes left and the score knotted at 
58, both players had scored 31 points 
on 12 field goals. According to Opta-
STATS, this was the first time oppos-
ing players scored more than half their 
squads’ points in an NCAA Tourna-
ment game.

“You’re not trying to take away 
100 percent, you’re trying to take 
away maybe 80 percent of what he’s 
trying to get accomplished,” Purdue 
coach Matt Painter said of Knecht. 
“But we don’t take Zach for granted. 
He could’ve scored 50 tonight if he’d 
made his free throws.”

Edey missed eight of his 22 
attempts from the foul line. One of 
those misses sparked the play of the 
game. After Tennessee grabbed the 
rebound and worked the ball down-
court, Edey swatted away Knecht’s 
layup as he drove to the basket while 
trailing by five with 33 seconds left.

It was Edey’s only block of the day, 
and it put an end to the Vols’ desperate 
comeback hopes.

“I was just trying to get back, and 
make my presence felt on the defen-
sive end of the court, and make up for 
it,” Edey said.

Top-seeded Purdue (33-4) set aside 
last year’s grand disappointment — a 
first-round loss as a No. 1 seed — to 
book the trip to Glendale, Arizona. On 
Saturday, Edey and the Boilermak-
ers will face big man DJ Burns Jr. and 
11th-seeded North Carolina State in 
the national semifinals.

“We had to take it,” Painter said of 
the abuse that came last year. “Some-
times when you sit in it and you’re 
honest with yourself and you take it, 
some great things can happen.”

Tennessee (27-9), a No. 2 seed, was 
seeking its first Final Four, and Vols 
coach Rick Barnes was denied the sec-
ond trip of his 38-year career to college 
basketball’s promised land.

This was a slugfest of a game, a 
welcome break from the action over 
the first two weeks of a March Mad-
ness that has been more sleepy than 
mad. It was played in front of an ear-
splitting crowd packed with Purdue 
fans who made their way up from Indi-
ana.

They were looking for history, and 
they got it — along with the game 
ball that Boilermakers guard Fletcher 
Loyer chucked about 20 rows into the 
crowd when the buzzer went off.

The school’s 87-year-old former 
coach, Gene Keady, watched from the 
stands — then, afterward, came onto 
the floor to receive a piece of the fresh-
ly cut net from Edey.

“It shows people if you do things 
the right way, it will pay off,” the ex-

coach told The Associated Press.
At times, the game looked like the 

sort Keady might have coached back 
in the ‘80s and ‘90s.

Purdue pounded the ball to Edey 
in the post, and though the grabby, 
swatty UT defense made some inroads 
— even blocking two of his shots — 
foul trouble piled up for Tennessee and 
Edey wore them down. He finished 13 
of 21 from the floor.

Barnes refused to make an issue out 
of Edey’s 22 free throws or the final 
foul tally: Tennessee 25, Purdue 12.

“He’s a difficult guy to guard 
against, but he’s a difficult guy for 
referees to officiate, too,” Barnes 
said. “He’s a hard guy to do that with 
because he’s a unique guy in terms of 
how he plays.”

Meanwhile, the 3-point arc that was 
six years from coming into existence at 
Purdue’s last trip to the Final Four was 
barely a factor for the Boilermakers. 
They went 3 for 15 from long range.

And yet, it was a trio of 3-point 
attempts that turned this game. Knecht 
missed a pair of open looks, first with 
his team trailing by three at the 3:09 
mark, then again on the next posses-
sion when down by six.

In between, Lance Jones spotted up 
from the corner for a 3 that gave Pur-
due a 66-60 lead.

The coup de grace came with Ten-
nessee trying to carve into a 69-64 def-
icit. Knecht drove down the lane and 
went up, but Edey, who played just a 
few seconds short of the full 40 min-
utes, scooted over and cleanly swatted 
the shot.

“A great play, you’ve got to give 
him credit,” Barnes said.

Knecht finished 14 of 31 from 
the floor. After making his first four 
3-pointers, he went 2 for 8.

“I don’t think I put the team on my 
back,” Knecht said. “I think all of us 
carried each other. I think every single 
one of us did what we needed to do. At 
the end of the day, they were just the 
better team.”

Edey aids Purdue to first Final Four 
since 1980 with a win over Tennessee

Happ’s walk with 
bases-loaded helps 
Cubs beat Rangers

N.C. State headed to 1st Final Four 
since 1983 after win over Duke

Jack Flaherty shines in debut, 
Tigers sweep White Sox on 
Ibáñez’s single in the 9th inning

(Continued on Page A2)



S P O R T SPage 2a • The News-Banner • MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2024

Your
Special Feature

Money YourTaxes
Mortgage interest rates 

have been headlining 
financial news segments 
for several years run-
ning. Much of that news 
has been met with less 
than open arms, as rates 
have risen dramatically in 
recent years, an increase 
that is related to the ripple 
effect of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Mortgage interest rates 
did not immediately spike 
after the World Health 
Organization declared a 
global pandemic in March 
2020. In fact, data from 
the lender Freddie Mac 
indicates mortgage rates 
were still well below 4 
percent on January 1, 
2022. However, those 
rates hovered around 7 
percent by the end of that 
year, and were still around 
that level at the start of 
2024.

With such high interest 
rates, it’s understandable 
if prospective home buy-
ers feel helpless. How-
ever, there’s much buyers 
can do to help themselves 
as they seek to secure the 
lowest mortgage interest 

rate possible.
• Read your credit 

report and improve your 
score, if necessary. Many 
prospective home buy-
ers save up for years in 
anticipation of the day 
when they will purchase 
their own home. During 
this period, buyers can 
read their credit reports 
and address any discrep-
ancies while taking steps 
to improve their credit 
scores. Lenders consider a 
host of variables to deter-
mine an applicant’s credit 
worthiness, and credit 
history and credit scores 
bear significant influence. 
The higher an applicant’s 
credit score, the more 
favorable mortgage rate 
he or she is likely to get.

• Take control of your 
debt-to-income ratio. 
Debt-to-income (DTI) 
ratio refers to what you 
owe in relation to how 
much you earn. The lower 
your DTI, the better you 
look to lenders. Accord-
ing to Bankrate, lenders 
typically want to avoid 
issuing mortgages to indi-
viduals if the monthly 

payment will exceed 28 
percent of their gross 
monthly income, and 
people who may be near 
that threshold for a given 
home may be denied a 
mortgage if their DTI is 
high. Prospective home 
buyers currently carrying 
significant debt, including 
consumer debt like credit 
cards and/or student loan 
debts, should make a con-
certed effort to pay down 
that debt prior to applying 
for a mortgage. Priori-
tize paying off consumer 

debt before applying for a 
mortgage.

• Maintain a strong 
employmen t  r eco rd . 
Steady employment and 
consistent earnings make 
mortgage applicants more 
attractive in the eyes of 
lenders. If you are current-
ly shopping for a home or 
about to make an offer, 
now might not be the best 
time to switch jobs. Self-
employed individuals and 
freelancers working mul-
tiple jobs can still qualify 
for a good mortgage rate, 

but they may need to pro-
vide more extensive docu-
mentation that indicates 
their earnings going back 
several years. Individu-
als who have been work-
ing full-time for the same 
company for years may 
only need to provide W-2 
forms from the two most 
recent tax years. 

• Shop around for rates. 
Rates may not fluctuate 
much between lenders, 
but it’s still worth shop-
ping around for mort-
gage rates. A study from 

Freddie Mac found that 
the benefits of shopping 
around for a mortgage 
rate were especially nota-
ble in 2022 compared to 
the decade prior, saving 
borrowers who took the 
time to shop for rates sub-
stantial sums of money.

Mortgage rates remain 
high compared to a half 
decade ago, but prospec-
tive home buyers can take 
steps to increase their 
chances of qualifying for 
a favorable rate.
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What buyers can do to get the best mortgage rate

BASKETBALL
High School

Boys’ Basketball State Final 
Saturday’s Scores

IHSAA State Championship
Class 4A

Fishers 65, Ben Davis 56
Class 3A

Scottsburg 67, S. Bend St. Joseph’s 
57

Class 2A
Brownstown 55, Wapahani 36

Class 1A
Ft. Wayne Canterbury 48, Bethesda 

Christian 41

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Sunday, Mar. 31
NC State 76, Duke 64
Purdue 72, Tennessee 66

Saturday, Mar. 30
UConn 77, Illinois 52
Alabama 89, Clemson 82

Women’s Basketball Scores
Women’s College Basketball Scores

Sunday, Mar. 31
South Carolina 70, Oregon St. 58
NC State 76, Texas 66

Saturday, Mar. 30
No Games.

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

z-Boston	 58	 16	 .784	 —
New York	 44	 30	 .595	 14
Philadelphia	 40	 35	 .533	 18½
Brooklyn	 29	 46	 .387	 29½
Toronto	 23	 51	 .311	 35

Southeast Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Orlando	 43	 31	 .581	 —
Miami	 41	 33	 .554	 2
Atlanta	 34	 40	 .459	 9
Charlotte	 18	 56	 .243	 25
Washington	 14	 61	 .187	 29½

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 47	 27	 .635	 —
Cleveland	 45	 30	 .600	 2½
Indiana	 42	 33	 .560	 5½
Chicago	 36	 39	 .480	 11½
Detroit	 13	 61	 .176	 34

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Dallas	 45	 29	 .608	 —
New Orleans	 45	 29	 .608	 —
Houston	 38	 36	 .514	 7
Memphis	 24	 50	 .324	 21
San Antonio	 18	 57	 .240	 27½

Northwest Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Oklahoma City	52	 22	 .703	 —
Denver	 52	 23	 .693	 ½
Minnesota	 51	 23	 .689	 1
Utah	 29	 45	 .392	 23
Portland	 19	 55	 .257	 33

Pacific Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

L.A. Clippers	 47	 27	 .635	 —
Phoenix	 43	 31	 .581	 4
Sacramento	 42	 31	 .575	 4½
L.A. Lakers	 42	 33	 .560	 5½
Golden State	 40	 34	 .541	 7
z-clinched conference

Saturday’s Games
Boston 104, New Orleans 92
Orlando 118, Memphis 88
Milwaukee 122, Atlanta 113

Sunday’s Games
Denver 130, Cleveland 101
L.A. Lakers 116, Brooklyn 104
Philadelphia 135, Toronto 120
Miami 119, Washington 107
L.A. Clippers 130, Charlotte 118
Dallas 125, Houston 107
Chicago 109, Minnesota 101
Golden State 117, San Antonio 113
Oklahoma City 113, New York 112
Utah at Sacramento, 9 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Boston at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Brooklyn at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Memphis at Detroit, 7 p.m.

Portland at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Atlanta at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at New Orleans, 8 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL.

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
x-Boston	 75	43	17	 15	101	249	208
x-Florida	 74	47	22	 5	 99	239	182
Toronto	 73	42	22	 9	 93	269	227
Tampa Bay	73	41	25	 7	 89	257	237
Detroit	 74	36	30	 8	 80	247	247
Buffalo	 75	35	35	 5	 75	223	227
Ottawa	 73	33	36	 4	 70	236	253
Montreal	 73	28	33	 12	 68	200	249

Metropolitan Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

x-NY Rangers	74	50	20	 4	104	257	206
x-Carolina	 75	47	21	 7	101	255	199
Washington	73	36	27	 10	 82	201	232
Philadelphia	75	36	29	 10	 82	219	235
N.Y. Islanders	73	31	27	15	 77	216	245
New Jersey	74	36	34	 4	 76	243	252
Pittsburgh	 73	32	30	 11	 75	215	220
Columbus	 74	24	38	 12	 60	213	272

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
x-Dallas	 75	47	19	 9	103	276	220
x-Colorado	74	47	21	 6	100	279	221
Winnipeg	 74	44	24	 6	 94	224	184
Nashville	 74	43	27	 4	 90	244	225
St. Louis	 74	39	31	 4	 82	213	224
Minnesota	 73	35	28	 10	 80	224	233
Arizona	 74	31	38	 5	 67	226	248
Chicago	 74	22	47	 5	 49	165	260

Pacific Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

x-Vancouver	74	46	20	 8	100	255	197
Edmonton	 72	45	23	 4	 94	262	206
Vegas	 74	41	25	 8	 90	238	216
Los Angeles	73	38	24	 11	 87	226	193
Calgary	 73	34	34	 5	 73	224	238
Seattle	 73	30	30	 13	 73	193	211
Anaheim	 75	24	47	 4	 52	182	272
San Jose	 73	17	48	 8	 42	163	294
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference

Saturday’s Games
Florida 3, Detroit 2, SO
Vegas 2, Minnesota 1, OT
Edmonton 6, Anaheim 1
N.Y. Rangers 8, Arizona 5
Colorado 7, Nashville 4
Chicago 5, Philadelphia 1
Ottawa 3, Winnipeg 2
Carolina 3, Montreal 0
Toronto 3, Buffalo 0
Tampa Bay 4, N.Y. Islanders 1
Boston 3, Washington 2, SO
Columbus 4, Pittsburgh 3, SO
San Jose 4, St. Louis 0
Dallas 3, Seattle 0
Calgary 4, Los Angeles 2

Sunday’s Games
Vancouver 3, Anaheim 2

Monday’s Games
Colorado at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Florida at Toronto, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Philadelphia, 7 

p.m.
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Edmonton at St. Louis, 9 p.m.
Los Angeles at Winnipeg, 9 p.m.
Seattle at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
New York	 4	 0	1.000	 —
Baltimore	 2	 1	 .667	 1½
Boston	 2	 2	 .500	 2
Tampa Bay	 2	 2	 .500	 2
Toronto	 2	 2	 .500	 2

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Detroit	 3	 0	1.000	 —
Cleveland	 3	 1	 .750	 ½

Minnesota	 2	 1	 .667	 1
Kansas City	 1	 2	 .333	 2
Chicago	 0	 3	 .000	 3

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Texas	 2	 1	 .667	 —
Seattle	 2	 2	 .500	 ½
Los Angeles	 1	 2	 .333	 1
Oakland	 1	 3	 .250	 1½
Houston	 0	 4	 .000	 2½

Saturday’s Games
Detroit 7, Chicago White Sox 6, 

10 innings
Minnesota 5, Kansas City 1
Tampa Bay 5, Toronto 1
Baltimore 13, L.A. Angels 4
Cleveland 12, Oakland 3
Texas 11, Chicago Cubs 2
N.Y. Yankees 5, Houston 3
Seattle 4, Boston 3, 10 innings

Sunday’s Games
L.A. Angels 4, Baltimore 1
Toronto 9, Tampa Bay 2
Kansas City 11, Minnesota 0
Detroit 3, Chicago White Sox 2
N.Y. Yankees 4, Houston 3
Chicago Cubs 9, Texas 5
Oakland 4, Cleveland 3
Boston 5, Seattle 1

Monday’s Games
Atlanta at Chicago White Sox, 

2:10 p.m.
Kansas City at Baltimore, 6:35 

p.m.
L.A. Angels at Miami, 6:40 p.m.
Texas at Tampa Bay, 6:50 p.m.
Detroit at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
Toronto at Houston, 8:10 p.m.
Boston at Oakland , 9:40 p.m.
Cleveland at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Arizona, 9:40 

p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Atlanta	 2	 1	 .667	 —
Philadelphia	 1	 2	 .333	 1
Washington	 1	 2	 .333	 1
New York	 0	 3	 .000	 2
Miami	 0	 4	 .000	 2½

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Pittsburgh	 4	 0	1.000	 —
Milwaukee	 3	 0	1.000	 ½
Cincinnati	 2	 1	 .667	 1½
Chicago	 1	 2	 .333	 2½
St. Louis	 1	 3	 .250	 3

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Arizona	 3	 1	 .750	 —
Los Angeles	 4	 2	 .667	 —
San Diego	 3	 3	 .500	 1
San Francisco	 2	 2	 .500	 1
Colorado	 1	 3	 .250	 2

Saturday’s Games
Milwaukee 7, N.Y. Mets 6
Pittsburgh 9, Miami 3
Atlanta 12, Philadelphia 4
Washington 7, Cincinnati 6
Texas 11, Chicago Cubs 2
San Francisco 9, San Diego 6
Colorado 9, Arizona 4
St. Louis 6, L.A. Dodgers 5, 10 

innings
Sunday’s Games

Philadelphia 5, Atlanta 4
Milwaukee 4, N.Y. Mets 1
Cincinnati 6, Washington 5
Pittsburgh 9, Miami 7, 10 innings
Chicago Cubs 9, Texas 5
Arizona 5, Colorado 1
San Diego 13, San Francisco 4
L.A. Dodgers 5, St. Louis 4

Monday’s Games
Atlanta (Morton 0-0) at Chicago 

White Sox (Flexen 0-0), 2:10 p.m.
Colorado (Hudson 0-0) at Chicago 

Cubs (Imanaga 0-0), 2:20 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Gonzales 0-0) at 

Washington (Gore 0-0), 4:05 p.m.
Cincinnati (Abbott 0-0) at Philadel-

phia (Sánchez 0-0), 6:40 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Silseth 0-0) at Miami 

(Meyer 0-0), 6:40 p.m.
Detroit (Olson 0-0) at N.Y. Mets 

(Manaea 0-0), 7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Gil 0-0) at Arizona 

(Nelson 0-0), 9:40 p.m.
St. Louis (Gibson 0-0) at San 

Diego (Waldron 0-0), 9:40 p.m.
San Francisco (Winn 0-0) at L.A. 

Dodgers (Paxton 0-0), 10:10 p.m.
Tuesday’s Games

News-Banner Scoreboard
since 2015.

Flaherty gave up a run and four hits while 
striking out seven. The right-hander signed 
a $14 million, one-year contract with the 
Tigers in free agency.

Lee homered on Flaherty’s first pitch in 
the third. DeJong tied it at 2 when he went 
deep on the first pitch from Andrew Chafin 
in the seventh.

Carpenter connected in the fourth and 
Rogers added another solo shot off Erick 
Fedde in the fifth.

Mark Canha was thrown out at home in 
the sixth, bumping into catcher Lee. They 
briefly exchanged words before both teams 
headed to their dugouts.

Canha had tried to score on shortstop 
DeJong’s errant throw into right field on a 
grounder.

“These are heartbreakers, three one-run 
games,” White Sox manager Pedro Grifol 
said. “Could have gone our way. Didn’t go 
our way. Our pitching was excellent. Our 
defense, we had one miscue today and we 

backed it up with good defense back there.”
Fedde struck out seven and allowed five 

hits in 4 2/3 innings in his Chicago debut. 
The right-hander signed a $15 million, two-
year contract in December after pitching in 
South Korea last season.

“I just kept pulling my sweeper over the 
left side to the point where it wasn’t com-
petitive today,” Fedde said.

TRAINER’S ROOM
White Sox: DH Eloy Jiménez (left 

adductor soreness) exited after grounding 
out in the sixth. Grifol said Jiménez felt it 
when he was running.

UP NEXT
Tigers: RHP Reese Olson will start Mon-

day at New York, and LHP Sean Manaea 
will make his Mets debut. Olson went 5-7 
with a 3.99 ERA as a rookie last season. 
Manaea finalized a $28 million, two-year 
deal in January.

White Sox: RHP Chris Flexen will face 
Atlanta and RHP Charlie Morton on Mon-
day. Flexen signed with Chicago in free 
agency.

(Continued from Page A1)

Tigers sweep Sox

HOUSTON (AP) — Stephan Jaeger 
couldn’t have dreamed up a better scenario 
for his first PGA Tour victory. He played 
the final 36 holes with the best player in 
the world, and he won the Houston Open 
on Sunday to earn his first trip to the Mas-
ters.

“It feels amazing,” Jaeger said.
Scottie Scheffler couldn’t imagine a 

tougher way for his March winning streak 
to end — a clutch shot to 5 feet on the 
final hole, and a birdie putt he thought 
was good until he looked up and realized 
it wasn’t.

“I hit two or three really good shots into 
18 to give myself a chance and I feel like 
I made the putt and I looked up and it was 
breaking off,” Scheffler said. “So a bit dis-
appointing, but Stephan played great this 
week and he’s a deserving champion.”

Jaeger closed with nine straight pars, 
and that was just enough for a 3-under 67 
to finally win in his 135th attempt on the 
PGA Tour.

Jaeger was preparing for a playoff after 
narrowly missing a 20-foot birdie putt that 
would have assured the victory. But then 
Scheffler, who gave himself three good 
looks down the stretch, saw his putt burn 
the left edge of the cup.

“I expected him to make it, and I’m not 
mad at him for missing it,” Jaeger said.

Scheffler was trying to become the first 
player in seven years to win three straight 
starts on the PGA Tour, and he was right 
there with a chance. Two shots behind, he 
had a 20-foot eagle putt on the par-5 16th 

and settled for birdie. He missed from 12 
feet for birdie on the 17th, and stayed alive 
when Jaeger missed from 7 feet on the 
reachable par-4 17th.

His last chance was from 5 feet.
“It would be one thing if I pulled it or 

something like that,” Scheffler said. “I just 
misread it. I don’t know why I misread it, 
it’s part of the game. Maybe I could have 
hit it with some more speed, I felt like I hit 
a nice putt kind of how I wanted to, just 
didn’t go.”

Jaeger, a 34-year-old German who 
came to high school in Tennessee when he 
was 16, earned his first trip to the Masters 
with the victory. He also is in the remain-
ing four $20 million signature events this 
season.

Alejandro Tosti had a chance to become 
the fourth PGA Tour rookie to win this 
early in the year. He was tied for the lead 
until chipping too strong on the 18th and 
missing the 18-foot par putt for a 68.

There was a five-way tie for the lead at 
the start — the largest on tour since 2009 
— and eight players had at least a share of 
the lead at some point during the round.

Jaeger was always in the mix, taking 
the lead with an 8-foot birdie putt on the 
par-3 ninth hole at Memorial Park. That 
was his last birdie of the day, and no one 
could beat him.

“I was just tried to stay within myself,” 
Jaeger said. “Birdies eluded me on the 
back nine. But this golf course plays dif-
ficult, especially when you’re around the 
lead. I’m just super happy.”

Jaeger wins Houston Open for 
1st PGA Tour title. Scheffler’s bid 
for 3 in a row ends on 5-foot putt
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Friend yells at me in 
my own house

Dear Annie: My longtime friend 
seems to be outspoken when I’m 
around her lately. I have a nervous 
habit of biting my nails, and when 
my friend is at my house, she yells 
at me to stop doing that, saying 
it’s disgusting. It made me angry 
and hurt to be yelled at in my own 
house, but I only replied, “It’s a ner-
vous habit.”

Aside from that, she has made 
remarks that I never offer her wine, 
and after I made her coffee, she 
remarked that there was so little in 
the cup — which was 8 ounces.

How do I respond to her outspo-
kenness? — Nervous Habit

Dear Nervous: No wonder you 
are nervous. You have a guest over 
who is very demanding and judg-
mental — two qualities that cause 
anyone to feel nervous. I know she is 
a longtime friend, but if her behav-
ior continues like this, it might be 
time to find a new friend and accept 
the fact that you grew apart. As for 
your nail biting, it is probably some-
thing that should be treated. Consult 
a professional to help you manage 
this behavior.

Dear Annie: My stepdaughter 
moved out of our house about five 
months ago to be with a guy she met 
online.

Things are not going well. For 
starters, he doesn’t work; she does. 
He manipulates her and threatens 
to take her money, and last but not 

least, he beats 
her.

This whole 
s i t ua t i on  i s 
breaking my 
wife’s heart and 
mine. She left 
him for about a 
week but then 
went back — 
because he said 
he has changed. Bull. We were very 
close, but since she’s been with him, 
she’s been told not to contact me in 
any way nor to see me. What do I 
do? — Feeling Helpless

Dear Feeling Helpless: This is 
a very serious situation. Your step-
daughter needs help and support 
immediately. Please encourage her 
to contact www.thehotline.org. In 
addition, if you have a local YWCA 
organization, contact them. They 
usually have great resources. She 
must get out of this situation as 
quickly as possible. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheat-
ing Partner?” is out now! Annie 
Lane’s second anthology — fea-
turing favorite columns on mar-
riage, infidelity, communication and 
reconciliation — is available as a 
paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your ques-
tions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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The LOCKHORNS

When we belong to Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit 

comes to dwell in our hearts

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | March 30 - April 5, 2024    | 11 Monday prime time
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Sue Thomas F.B.Eye 
"False Profit" 

Unapolo-
getic 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Prop. Conn James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor CrossTalk 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

TBA (N) Neighbor
(N) 

Bob Heart
(N) 

NCIS "Strange Invaders"
(N) 

NCIS "Operation Red 
Rabbit" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Criminal Minds 
"Profiling 202" 

Criminal Minds "Seek & 
Destroy" 

FBI "Doomsday" FBI "Family Man" FBI "Cops and Robbers" FBI "This Land Is Your 
Land" 

FBI "Compromised" FBI "The Armorer's 
Faith" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

American Idol The competition narrows during the 
final showcase round. (N) 

To Be Announced ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

The Voice Four icons compete to find & transform 
America's inspiring voices into music's next phenomenon.

Deal or No "Are You 
Intentional?" (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Foe: 
Pa" 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man
"Polar Run"

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Beef" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Torch" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom Goldbergs
"Colors" 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show 
(N) 

TMZ Live (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) All American "Things 
Done Changed" (SP) (N) 

Lovers "Women Are Too 
Good" (N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Antiques Roadshow 
"Birmingham Hour 3" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Matters of 
Mind 

Antiques Roadshow (N) Antiques Roadshow
"Santa Clara Hour 1" 

Independent Lens "A 
Thousand Pines" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Antiques Roadshow 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Antiques Roadshow 
"Birmingham Hour 3" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Antiques Roadshow (N) Antiques Roadshow
"Santa Clara Hour 1" 

Independent Lens "A 
Thousand Pines" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Antiques Roadshow 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang iHeart Honoring the year's most-played artists & songs 
on iHeartRadio stations & app throughout 2023. 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Castle Castle Castle (:05) Castle (:05) Castle Castle

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <+++ Blockers <++ Daddy's Home 2 (‘17) Will Ferrell. <+++ Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story <+++ Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story <++ Night School 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(2:30) < 
Spider-M... 

<++ Spider-Man 3 (2007, Action) Kirsten Dunst, James Franco, Tobey 
Maguire. 

<+++ Spider-Man (2002, Action) Willem Dafoe, Kirsten 
Dunst, Tobey Maguire. 

E! News
(N) 

Prank "Nick Cannon V. 
Kevin Hart" 

Prank 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

< Movie < Movie

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) NCAA Champ /(:15) NCAA Women Regional Final: 

Teams TBA From MVP Arena in Albany, N.Y. 
(:15) NCAA Women Women's college basketball 
teams vie for the NCAA Tournament title. 

(:15) SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) Pardon (N) Basketball Powerade Jamfest (L) (N) 30 for 30 The Minister of Defense NFL Live 30 for 30

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line Golf Life Breaking 

Par 
In the 
Spotlight 

Focused Life Spring 
Training 

Cardinals 
Insider 

Cardinals! 
Pre (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at San Diego Padres From PETCO Park in 
San Diego. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N) 

USA  34 133 105 242 
9-1-1 "Home Invasion" 9-1-1 "Tomorrow" 9-1-1 "Cursed" WWE Monday Night RAW The superstars of the WWE square off in the ring 

and behind the scenes. (L) (N) 
The McBee Dynasty
"An Ultimatum" (N) 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Guardian" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Contraband "A Double-
Bust Kind of Day" 

Contraband "Blood is 
Thicker Than Water" 

Contraband "Seven 
Million Dollar Seizure" 

Contraband: Seized "A 
Light Bulb Moment" 

Contraband: Seized
"The Avocado Couple" 

Contraband "Cross-
Border Smuggling" 

Contraband: Seized
"The Scales of Justice" 

Contraband: Seized "A 
Light Bulb Moment" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Seeking Sister Wife 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day: Single Life (N) (:05) Seeking (N) (:05) 90 Day (N) (:05) MILF Manor 90 Day: The Single Life 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Ancient Aliens "Aliens 
B.C." 

Ancient Aliens "NASA's 
Secret Agenda" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Forbidden Zones" 

Ancient Aliens: Declassified "Otherworldly Connections" For thousands of years, people have held the 
belief that everyday objects can possess hidden energy. (N) 

(:05) Ancient Aliens: 
Declassified 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Harvest Love 
(‘17) Jen Lilley. 

< The Professional Bridesmaid (2023, Romance)
Chandler Massey, Francesca Bianchi, Hunter King. 

< Autumn Dreams (2015, Romance) Colin 
Egglesfield, Rachel Hayward, Jill Wagner. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:00) <+++ Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer's Stone Daniel Radcliffe. 

<+++ Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets (2002, Children) Rupert Grint, Emma 
Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. 

(:05) <+++ Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (2004, Children) 
Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Pet Tricks Pet Tricks American American American American American American 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <++ 
Space Jam 

(:45) <+ Space Jam: A New Legacy (2021, Children) Don 
Cheadle, Cedric Joe, 

<+++ Creed II (2018, Drama) Sylvester Stallone, Tessa 
Thompson, Michael B. Jordan. 

<+++ Creed II (2018, Drama) Sylvester Stallone, Tessa 
Thompson, Michael B. Jordan. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:45) <+++ Beverly 
Hills Cop Eddie Murphy. 

<++ Beverly Hills Cop II (1987, Comedy) Judge 
Reinhold, Brigitte Nielsen, Eddie Murphy. 

<++ The Longest Yard (2005, Comedy) Chris Rock, Burt 
Reynolds, Adam Sandler. 

<+++ Trading Places (1983, Comedy) Eddie Murphy, Ralph 
Bellamy, Dan Aykroyd. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show SouthPark South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR 

Hub (L) (N) 
MLB Baseball Texas Rangers at Tampa Bay Rays From Tropicana Field in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. (L) (N) 

MLB on FS1 Postgame United Football 
League 

United Football League St. Louis 
BattleHawks at Michigan Panthers 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Spring Baking Spring Baking (N) Diners, Drive Diners "Extra Helpings" Diners, Drive Baking "Going to Prom" 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck (N) Below Deck (N) Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Rock Paper SpongeBob SpongeBob <+++ Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey (:55) Bluey /(:20) <+++ Monsters, Inc. Monsters Monsters Monsters Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Jessie Jessie Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:00) <+ Bride Wars 
(‘09) Kate Hudson. 

<+++ Hitch (2005, Romance) Eva Mendes, Kevin James, Will 
Smith. 

<++ The Proposal (2009, Romance) Ryan Reynolds, Mary 
Steenburgen, Sandra Bullock. 

The 700 Club Boy Meets 
World 

Boy Meets 
World 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:05) 
Enthusiasm 

(:40) The Regime "All Ye 
Faithful" 

(:40) <++ Godzilla (1998, Sci-Fi) Jean Reno, Maria Pitillo,
Matthew Broderick. 

To Be Announced The Regime "All Ye 
Faithful" 

To Be Announced <+++ Dream 
Scenario Nicolas Cage. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:25) <++ Victor 
Frankenstein 

(:15) <+++ Get Shorty (1995, Comedy) Gene 
Hackman, Rene Russo, John Travolta. 

<++ The Strangers (‘08) Scott 
Speedman, Gemma Ward, Liv Tyler. 

(:25) < The Strangers: 
Prey at Night 

(:50) <++ Be Cool (2005, Comedy) Uma Thurman,
Vince Vaughn, John Travolta. 

(:50) < Into 
the Blue 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) <++ Scream VI 
(‘23) Melissa Barrera. 

(:15) <+++ Galaxy Quest (1999, Comedy)
Sigourney Weaver, Alan Rickman, Tim Allen. (P) 

Star Trek: Discovery
"The Galactic Barrier" 

Star Trek: Discovery
"Rosetta" (N) 

Star Trek: Discovery
"Species Ten-C" (N) 

Star Trek: Discovery
"Coming Home" (N) 

Gentleman "A Master 
of Circumstance" 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:40) <+++ Bodies 
Bodies Bodies 

(:15) <++ The DUFF (2015, Romance) Robbie 
Amell, Bella Thorne, Mae Whitman. 

<+ Not Another Teen Movie (‘01) 
Chris Evans, Chyler Leigh. (P) 

<++ Drillbit Taylor (‘08) Troy 
Gentile, David Dorfman, Owen Wilson.

(:15) <+++ Pearl (2022, Horror) David Corenswet, 
Tandi Wright, Mia Goth. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: My broth-
er is discouraged in 
his faith, but he’s not 
walking away from 
it — at least not yet. 
His buddies set him up 
for temptation in such 
clever ways and he’s 
conflicted whether he 
should fall in with them. 
I’m quite a bit older 
than he is and helped 
raise him. Now that he’s 
in college, he’s start-
ing to doubt what he’s 
been taught. Is there a 
biblical story that might 
challenge him in his 
faith and help him look 
to God in times of temp-
tation? – S.N.

Answer: What is the 
most difficult word for 
people to pronounce? 
It’s the word no. There’s 
a young man in the 
Scriptures named Dan-

iel who said no. He 
“purposed in his 
heart that he would 

not defile himself with 
the portion of the king’s 
delicacies” (Daniel 1:8, 
NKJV). Daniel was a 
young man who found 
a purpose in life. As a 
teenager, he had been 
captured and taken to 
Babylon to be trained in 
all their ways. But Dan-
iel refused to eat from 
the king’s [table] even 
though he knew how 
dangerous that refusal 
would be.

How different Dan-
iel was from those who 
can’t wait to get away 
from home and live it 
up. Daniel had a heart 
for God and didn’t want 
to go the way of the 
world. He knew that his 
“no” might mean death 
(to refuse the king), but 
this prepared him for 
the big “no” when he 

later faced the den of 
lions (see Daniel 6:4–
23).

When we belong 
to Jesus Christ, the 
Holy Spirit comes to 
dwell in our hearts. 
When we take a stand 
for God and mean it, 
some of our friends will 
drift away. The Bible 
says, “Blessed are you 
when men … cast out 
your name as evil, for 
[Jesus’] sake” (Luke 
6:22, NKJV). Peer pres-
sure leads many astray. 
When we’re faced with 
temptation, only Christ 
can give us the power to 
say no.

(This column is 
based on the words and 
writings of the late Rev. 
Billy Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

PRECISION LAND MAN-

AGEMENT

Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition
Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by April 20,
2024.

WELLS COUNTY HIGHWAY

Seeking Full Time Bookkeep-
er. Salaried, eligible for
health benefits & pension.
Computer knowledge re-
quired. Must be proficient
with Microsoft Word and Ex-
cel. Willing to learn new soft-
ware programs.
Ability to communicate
effectively with employees
and public. Ability to keep
accurate records, organize
and maintain office files.
Knowledge of county road lo-
cations.
Application and more infor-
mation available at
wellscounty.org/highway de-
partment/ or at the highway
office. Send application to
828 E 200 S, Bluffton or
highway@wellscounty.org.
Accepting applications until
April 15th.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Wanted to Buy
WANTED : ANTIQUES & OLD
TOYS Cash Paid for old toys!
Gi Joe, Transformers, Tin toys,
Robots, Pressed Steel Cars/
trucks, Action Figures, An-
tiques of all kinds, etc. Search-
ing for attics, basements,
barns, etc to go through. Call
or Text! 260-223-8083

Receive a free garage sale kit when 
placing a three day line classified ad.

Lottery Numbers

Public NoticeS U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Need more employees! 
A 20 word, line classified in 
the Bluffton News-Banner 

for a month is $52.  
Contact the office at 125 N. 
Johnson St.,  824-0224, or 

submit on-line at 
classifieds.news-banner.com.

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 01-15-16-19-

24
Cash4Life — 03-08-36-

52-57, Cash Ball: 01
Lotto Plus — 04-21-23-

40-43-46
Quick Draw Midday — 

04-05-09-12-13-15-16-21-
24-25-28-39-45-47-51-58-
60-66-72-79, BE: 51

Daily Three-Midday — 
01-09-09, SB: 05

Daily Three-Evening — 
09-01-03, SB: 05

Daily Four-Midday — 
03-03-05-00, SB: 05

Daily Four-Evening — 
04-02-06-00, SB: 05

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-05-09-11-14-16-20-
22-27-32-35-37-40-42-47-
49-52-55-60-66, BE: 20

Hoosier Lotto — 01-04-
11-13-17-24

POWERBALL
12-13-33-50-52; Power-

ball: 23; Power Play: 3X
Sunday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 03-11-12-27-

31
Cash4Life — 25-38-44-

55-57, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 

01-11-12-24-34-38-40-41-
44-46-51-55-59-60-61-65-
75-76-77-80, BE: 80

Daily Three-Midday — 
03-01-04, SB: 07

Daily Three-Evening — 
09-03-06, SB: 05

Daily Four-Midday — 
03-03-01-01, SB: 07

Daily Four-Evening — 
04-02-02-05, SB: 05

Quick Draw Evening 
— 09-10-11-14-17-26-33-
34-37-39-41-45-46-48-57-
60-62-66-76-77, BE: 17

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $8.2 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday): $36 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $975 million

BIDDING STARTS CLOS-
ING APRIL 4 STARTING AT 
6 p.m. EST - Joann Groves, 
Anita Miller & Veda Ewart 
POA, owner. 6 p.m.: 2,132 
sf, 4 bedroom, 1 bath, par-
tial basement, 2-car attached 
garage, sitting on .4 acre city 
lot, South Adams Community 
School, Wabash Township, 
Adams County. 6:30 p.m.: Fur-
niture, household items, cast 
iron pans, lots of collectibles, 
dishes, Zippo lighters & more! 
Preview March 25, 5-6 p.m., 
230 High Street, Geneva. Pick 
up April 5, 1-5 p.m. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only 
Auction) - Unique Blue Bar 
and Grill (Formerly Stag 
Bar), seller. Ongoing needs. 
Outstanding collection of beer 

signs, neon signs, beer taps, 
collectibles, tools, much more. 
Preview: April 4 and April 11 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 205 W. 
Market St., Bluffton, IN. The 
Steffen Group Inc., http://www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
APRIL 8-APRIL 15 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Fort Wayne 
Community Schools, sell-
er. Excess needs of FWCS 
Transportation Department. 
Mechanic and shop equipment, 
shelving, computer monitors 
and electronics, office furniture, 
parts washer, air compressor, 
much more. Preview: April 10 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 6006 
Ardmore Ave., Fort Wayne, IN. 
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
824-3006, www.steffengrp.
com.
APRIL 9 - 6 p.m. - Michael 
& Shelley Mossburg, own-
ers. Wells County Chamber of 
Commerce, 211 Water Street, 
Bluffton. Commercial real 
estate & land auction. Seven 
tracts to be sold in individual 
tracts or any combinations. 
Open house March 26, 5-6 
p.m. or by appointment, 1600 
W. Washington St., Bluffton. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.
APRIL 12-APRIL 19 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate of 
Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, 
seller. Huge jewelry and coin 
auction. Seven Rolex watches, 

fine diamond rings, necklaces, 
earrings, 14ct, 18ct and 22ct 
gold jewelry, sterling silver jew-
elry, 350+ Invicta luxury watch-
es, coin collection. Auction 
preview: April 14 from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort 
Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.stef-
fengrp.com.
APRIL 13-APRIL 20 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate 
of Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glide-
well, seller. Major personal 
property auction. 2008 Mer-
cedes sedan, large quantity of 
high-end camera equipment, 
professional telescope, new 
high end his and her golf clubs 
and accessories, huge qty. of 
power and hand tools, modern 
furniture, sterling silver flatware 
set, Smith and Wesson revolv-
er, jewelers safes, much more. 
Auction preview: April 14 from 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith 
Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 20 - 10 a.m. - (Live 
Auction) - Marc and Valerie 
Hamman, seller. 6530 S. 300 
E., Hamilton, IN. Three lots 
adjacent to Hamilton Lake with 
2 car 26’x28’ garage. This is 
the perfect property to build a 
new home, extra storage and 
parking. The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.stef-
fengrp.com.

Public Sale Calendar

SUDOKU ANSWER

STATE OF INDIANA 	 )
		  ) SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )
	 IN THE WELLS
	 CIRCUIT COURT
	 ESTATE NO.

90C01-2403-ES-000002
IN RE: THE SUPERVISED 
ESTATE OF FORREST RANDALL 
LEWIS, DECEASED

NOTICE OF SUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that Clint 
R. Lewis was on March 27, 2024 
appointed Personal Representa-
tive of the Estate of Forrest Ran-
dall Lewis, deceased, who died on 
December 8, 2022.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana 
March 27th, 2024.

	 Beth Davis
	 Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Troy C. Kiefer, (#27910-50)
Beers Mallers, LLP
110 West Berry Street, Suite 1100
Fort Wayne, IN 46802
Telephone: (260) 426-9706
Facsimile: (260) 420-1314
Attorney for Personal Representa-
tive

nb 4/1, 4/8
hspaxlp
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Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is Tues., Mar. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 26!

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 26!

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 26!
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts - Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-329-1207 (I)
Denied Social Security Dis-
ability? Appeal! If youíre 50+, 
filed for SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help get you ap-
proved! No money out of pock-
ets! Call 1-855-995-4758 (I)
Thinking about installing a 
new shower? American Stan-
dard makes it easy. FREE de-
sign consultation. Enjoy your 
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can 
save $1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier  (I)
High-Speed Internet. We in-
stantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers. 
Call 1-844-961-0666 (I)

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

Help Wanted This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

SEMI-ANNUAL GARAGE

SALE Thurs. & Fri., April 4 &
5, 8-6, Sat., April 6, 8-1, Os-
sian United Methodist Church,
201 W. Mill St. Contact the of-
fice, 260-622-4326, or Sharon,
260-622-6514, w/questions.

Heloise Hint: Looking for 
a sofa at a garage sale? 
If you are going to buy an 
upholstered one, look at 
it very closely. Examine it 
for pest infestation. Wipe 
it down and clean it. Then 
spray the fabric with a pro-
tector and a deodorizer 
before taking the sofa into 
your house. Email HELO-
ISE@ Heloise.com.

SELL IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS!


