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As family farms continue to
disappear across North America,
diversification has never been
more crucial to keep these small-
scale operations afloat. One inno-
vative avenue farmers are explor-
ing to boost their income is agri-
tourism. Here’s a look at how agri-
tourism is changing the agricultur-
al landscape.

What’s agritourism?

Agritourism is a commercial
enterprise offering visits to rural
environments or settings where
visitors can partake in activities,
events or attractions not read-
ily available in urban areas. For
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instance, visitors can engage in
farm activities like fruit picking,
feeding animals, wine tasting and
tree planting.
How does it help small farms?

By integrating recreational or
educational components into their
operations, farms can diversify
their income streams, offsetting
the challenges of traditional farm-
ing and unpredictable crop yields.

Guided tours of a working farm
can also generate revenue while
helping consumers understand
where their food comes from.
Additionally, self-pick fruit gath-
ering experiences provide fresh

SPRING AGRICULTURE 2024

Agritourism: Helping farms diversify

produce to visitors, while reducing
harvesting costs and labor for the
farm.

Furthermore, agritourism can
breathe new life into rural econo-
mies, attracting visitors from near
and far and injecting much-needed
capital into local communities.
Farms can also share their stories,
traditions and the history of their
land with visitors, creating a sense
of continuity and cultural signifi-
cance.

Look for agritourism experienc-
es to try out in your area to sup-
port your local farmers.
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FARM LIFE

Beef Lover’s Box
Estimated Price* $105.00

- Beef Chuck Roast

1- Package Beef Minute Steaks (4 per)

~

Meat Lover’s Box
Estimated Price* $150.00

- Packages Pork Chops (4 per)
- Pork Roast

- Beef Chuck Roast

- Packages Beef Minute Steaks (4per)
- 11b. Packages Bulk Sausage

- 11b. Packages Ground Beef

- Packages Pork Steaks (2per)

- Package Pork Spare Ribs

- Package of Chicken Breast (2per)

- 11b. Packages of Pork Bacon

~
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Mon.- Wed. 9-5.« ‘Thur.- Fri»9-6

Deluxe Meat Lover’s Box
Estimated Price* $170.00
10- 11b. Packages Ground Chuck

Sat. 8-1 (Subject to change)

260.638.4123

== FROM OUR FREEZER
TO YOUIRS

5-11b. Packages Ground Beef

1 - Beef Arm Roast Pork Lover’s Box Grill Lover’s Box
2-11b. Packages Beef Stew Meat ~ Estimated Price* $100.00 Estimated Price* $140.00

2- Packages Hamburger Patties (4per) 1- Package Pork Casing Sausage 2 - Packages Pork Chops (4per
1 - Beef Sirloin Steak 5-11b. Packages Bulk Sausage - Packages Pork Steaks (2per)

2
- Packages Regular Brats (4per) 2 - Packages Regular Brats (4 per)
- Packages Pork Chops (4 per) 2 - Packages Specialty Brats (4per)
- Packages Pork Steaks (2per) 4-11b. Packages Ground Beef
- Pork Roast 4 - Packages Hamburger Patties (4 per)
- Packages Pork Spare Ribs 2- New York Strip Steaks
- 11b. Packages of Pork Bacon 2 - Beef T-Bone Steaks

2 - Packages of Chicken Breast (2per)

- Package Pork Spare Ribs

- Packages Pork Casing Sausage

- Package Beef Minute Steaks (4 per)

- Beef Chuck Roast . -

- New York Strip Steaks *The Estimated Prices

- Packages Pork Steaks 2per listed above are subject

- Beef T-Bone Steaks to change without notice.
- Beef Sirloin Steak Updated 2/7/2022

- Package of Chicken Breast (2per) (24 Hour Notice for Box Orders Please)

BUY BULK & SAVE 10%

SIDES OF BEEF
AVAILABLE AT
MARKET PRICES
WHOLE -~ HALF HOG |

dressed weight

°2.99/1b.

Locally Raised

SIDES OF
BEEF & PORK

“You'll Taste

The Difference”
We Accept EBT Cards

Plant pathologist: A fa

Have you ever con-
sidered studying plant
pathology? Just like
humans and animals,
plants can also become
sick and diseased. Plant
pathologists are experts
in this field and work
to identify and manage
plant health problems.

What is it?

Simply put, plant
pathologists study the
health of plants. They
work to identify diseas-
es, pests and other plant
health problems.

Plant pathologists can
work in various settings,
from laboratories to
fields, and are employed
by different sectors,
including seed research
companies, biotech com-
panies, universities and
the government. They
also work independently

scinating career
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for clients, such as farm-
ers who need advice on
disease management
strategies to ensure a
healthy and high-yield-
ing crop.
Educational
requirements
To become a plant
pathologist, you typical-
ly need an undergradu-

For tips on how to farm safely around

power lines please visit jayremc.com

Jay County REMC
KX

e

A Touchtone Energy Cooperative
484 S 200 W, Portland, IN « 260.726.7121

ate or graduate degree
in botany, horticulture,
plant pathology or biol-
ogy. Pursuing a master’s
degree also helps, partic-
ularly if you aim to work
in research and devel-
opment, consultation or
academics.

Many educational pro-
grams provide opportu-
nities for practical labo-
ratory experience, and
internships can help you
gain real-world experi-
ence. Specific job train-
ing may also be required
for some positions.

If you’re interested in
pursuing a career in plant
pathology, look for rel-
evant courses available
at local universities and
colleges.
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Farmers’ markets are
more than just places to
buy fresh, locally grown
produce — they’re essen-
tial components of a
vibrant local economy.
Here are three ways
in which these vibrant
marketplaces serve as
engines of economic
growth and community
development.

They support small

businesses

One of the most sig-
nificant contributions
of farmers’ markets to
the local economy is the
support they provide to
small-scale farmers and
producers. By offer-
ing a direct sales chan-
nel, these markets enable
farmers to bypass tradi-
tional distribution net-
works, retaining a larger
portion of the profits and,
in turn, investing back
into their businesses.

This not only ensures
the sustainability of local
agriculture but also helps
create jobs and stimulate
rural economies.
They provide a sense of
community
Additionally, farmers’
markets foster a sense
of community and pride
among residents, attract-
ing both locals and tour-
ists. As these markets
thrive, surrounding busi-
nesses, such as cafes, res-
taurants and shops, also
benefit from increased
foot traffic. The local
economy experiences a
boost as consumers pur-
chase not only fresh pro-
duce but also other goods
and services in the vicin-
ity.
They promote sustain-
ability
Furthermore, farmers’
markets promote envi-
ronmental sustainability

HUBBARD

59711 5. Q00 RO,

260 589 2451
CHEMICAL - FERTILIZER - FEED - GRAIN

HUBBARD

BERNE, IN 46711

by reducing the carbon
footprint associated with
long-distance food trans-
portation. The emphasis
on locally sourced and
seasonal products helps
cut down on greenhouse
gas emissions, making
these markets eco-friend-
ly as well as economical-
ly advantageous.

This National Ag Day,
support a local farmers’
market for high-quality
food and support a stron-
ger, more resilient local
economy.

The News-Banner & Ossian Journal - Tuesday, March 5, 2024 - Page 3

Stop the spread!

Invasive plants pose a
significant threat to agri-
cultural productivity, bio-
diversity and ecosystem
health. These species are
highly competitive and
can easily outgrow native
vegetation, resulting in
damage to crops. There-
fore, farmers must adopt
effective management
practices to safeguard
their livelihoods and the
environment. Here are
some techniques that
farmers commonly use to
manage invasive plants.

1. Cultural control.
This method involves
protecting and attracting
native beneficial plant,
insect and bird species
to keep invasive plants
at bay. This might even
mean changing nearby
human activities to pre-
vent disturbance that
often leads to invasive
plant invasion.

2. Mechanical con-
trol. Digging, pulling,
mowing, mulching or
burning invasive plants
can be effective for
small-scale infestations.

eyton's

NORTHERN

1111 S. Adams Street
Bluffton, Indiana 46714

827-

www.krogerfamilycareers.com

2000

However, it’s crucial to
ensure proper disposal to
prevent re-infestation.

3. Biological control.
This approach involves
introducing predators,
such as insects or patho-
gens, imported from the
area where the invasive
plants originated. This
can help reduce their
populations without
harming other plants.

4. Chemical control.
Herbicides can be used

Ty e

as a targeted approach to
control invasive plants.
However, farmers must
carefully follow label
instructions and take the
necessary precautions.
Stem injection is an
effective approach.
Lastly, farmers must
stay informed about inva-
sive plant species preva-
lent in their region and
participate in workshops
to learn about effective
management practices.

TODAY’S LEADER IN

AGRICULTURAL

AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE

<FARM &'AND AUCTIONS - REAL ESTATE SALES
LIVE/& ONLINE EQUIPMENT AUCTIONS
ESTATE'/AUCTIONS

e Err ekl ~DSID
==y oierremnNn GROUP

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

PUT THE POWER OF OURTEAM TO WORK FORYOU.
Visit STEFFENGRP.COM/SERVICES for more information.

260.824.3006 - STEFFENGRP.COM

Serving All of Northeast Indiana - Offices in Fort Wayne & Bluffton




Page 4 - The News-Banner & Ossian Journal - Tuesday, March 5, 2024

Do you love the taste of asparagus?
This nutritious vegetable isn’t only deli-
cious but an interesting perennial crop
with a unique growth and harvesting
process. Asparagus is one of the first
seasonal crops you see in grocery stores
each year, serving as a sure sign that
spring has finally arrived. Here’s a look
into the intriguing world of asparagus
farming.
Planting

Farmers plant asparagus crowns,
which are essentially stems attached to
long strings of roots. These crowns are
planted about six to eight inches under
the ground. Once planted, the asparagus
is left to grow for an entire year before
it can be harvested the following year.
This initial wait is crucial for the estab-
lishment and growth of a strong root
system.

Harvesting

The first harvest of asparagus occurs

during the second year after planting,

YOU'RE GOOD ATUSING
EVERY LAST RAY OF SUN BEFORE

IT’S TOO DARK TO WORK OUTSIDE.
WE'RE GOOD AT YOUR INSURANCE.

Talk with one of your Wells County Agents today:

typically lasting for two weeks. As the
asparagus plants mature, the harvest
period extends. In the second year, farm-
ers can typically enjoy a four-week har-
vest window, and by the third or fourth
year, the asparagus can be harvested for
the full six-to-eight-week period.

Once established, an asparagus spear
can grow up to 10 inches within 24
hours. This rapid growth forces farm-
ers to harvest the crop daily during its
peak season. Moreover, since asparagus
must be picked by hand, it’s also highly
labor-intensive.

Longevity

Asparagus plants are incredibly resil-
ient and long-lived. With proper care
and maintenance, they can last up to 20
years. This longevity makes asparagus a
worthwhile investment for farmers and
ensures a stable supply for consumers.

Look for locally grown asparagus in
a grocery store or farmer’s market near
you.

SPRING AGRICULTURE 2024

Dairy cows benefit from
playing sports, too!

Did you know exercise isn’t only good
for human health? It’s good for all crea-
tures, even farm animals! Dairy cows
are no exception, and there’s plenty of
research to prove it.

Benefits

Physical activity has many positive
effects on cows regardless of how they’re
raised. A key benefit of exercise is that it
improves leg strength. Physical activity
also improves hoof condition, minimizes
the likelihood of lameness and reduces
teat injuries. Regular activity also helps
increase rumination, promoting good met-
abolic and digestive health.

Active cows live longer, which increas-
es profitability for the farmer. Moreover,
cows grow more accustomed to human
contact as they’re moved to and from the
exercise areas, which improves human-
animal relations.

Challenges

Farmers wishing to provide their cows
with more freedom of movement face
several challenges, including poor weath-
er conditions, inadequate space and a lack
of time to move the animals. Additionally,
farmers may be concerned for the comfort
and udder health of the cows.

Nevertheless, several solutions can
ensure cows have quality time in the pas-
ture. Creating a setup where cows can
move freely from inside to outdoors can
cut down on human labor. Cows that are
free to roam outdoors can feed themselves
and spread their manure, reducing fodder
harvesting costs.

Do you want to see more farmers adopt
measures to help their cows get enough
exercise? Support producers who have
introduced such a system and encourage
others to do the same.

J

N NATIONAL

OIL & GAS, INC.
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2829 E. State Rd. 124 « Bluffton, Indiana 46714

Prompt Delivery To Your
Home, Farms & Businesses

Competitive Prices on All

260-824-2220
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Premium Diesel
Non-Ethanol REC-90

Racing Gasoline

Mineral Spirits
Pure 1-K Kerosene

BALANCE HAS ITS

BENEFITS

MANGE YOUR INVESTMENT RISKS THROUGH DIVERSIFICATION
When the market fluctuates, a diversified* portfolio may help smooth out the affects that

Mike Lampton « Michael Towne * Jacob Duncan + Kevin Sills

(260) 824-2234

.
BUREAD INSORANCE. 1307 Baker Place

Bluffton

-
e
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DEF Packaged and Bulk Motor Oils and Lubes

For All Your Petroleum Needs Call Us!
Bluffton - Main Office 824-2220

Bluffton - Jay Bertsch 241-0595
Bluffton - Brady Ripple 437-6292
Berne - Mark Lehmann 525-8186
Decatur - Ryan Stucky 273-0317
Huntington - Mathew Harvey 273-1231
Monroeville - Casey Scherer 433-0870
Montpelier - Butch Atkinson 765-348-6059

www.natloil.com

can impact differing investment classes. By developing customized solutions that address your
needs and concerns, | can help balance the risks of investing through asset allocation. Please
call me today for a no-obligation consultation.

Individual solutions from independent advisors.
* Diversification and asset allocation do not ensure a profit or guarantee against loss.

RAYMOND JAMES

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC

Kim Gentis - Financial Advisor

Financial Advisor Wealth Management Specialist
(260)824-8070 + kim.gentis@raymondjames.com

1245 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN 46714
Investment Advisory Services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.
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3 challenges facing the agricultural sector

Since the World Health
Organization declared a
global pandemic in early
2020, businesses big and
small have faced signifi-
cant challenges. Though
the pandemic has ended,
many sectors, including
the agricultural industry,
are facing familiar and
unfamiliar challenges.

The agricultural sector
is crucial to the survival
and health of billions of
people across the globe.
Though it’s obvious that
modern agriculture is
vital to feeding a glob-
al population that was
greater than eight billion
people at the dawn of
2024, the United Nations
notes that agriculture also
boosts prosperity and
economies by providing
jobs. That reality only
underscores the notion
that the challenges fac-
ing the agricultural sector
are facing everyone, even
those whose livelihoods
are not directly linked to
the industry. According to
Earth.org, an organization
that offers environmen-
tal news, data analysis,
research, and policy solu-
tions, the following are
three sizable challenges
facing modern agricul-
ture.

1. Climate change:
Perhaps no challenge

is greater for humanity
in the twenty-first cen-
tury than climate change,
and the agricultural sec-
tor is no exception. Cli-
mate change has caused
shifting weather patterns
marked by unpredict-
ability and potentially
disastrous developments
like prolonged drought.
Estimates from NASA
indicate corn yields may
decrease by 24 percent
by the end of this century,
a potentially dangerous
development linked to a
host of factors, includ-
ing a shifting climate
and elevated surface car-
bon dioxide concentra-
tions that can be traced
to human-caused green-
house gas emissions.

2. Population growth:
The booming global pop-
ulation is attributable to
numerous factors, includ-
ing longer life expectan-
cies in developed nations
due to medical advance-
ments. How to keep the
global population fed at a
time when the climate is
adversely affecting crop
yields is a significant
challenge facing both
humanity and the agricul-
tural sector. As the popu-
lation grows, so, too, does
the demand for water,
which also must be used
to grow crops. Navigat-

ing this challenge will be
significant, and how it’s
managed could affect the
economic stability of the
agricultural industry in
the decades to come.

3. Investment: Per-
haps no industry is more
vital to human survival
than agriculture. Earth.
org notes that countries
with strong agricultural
sectors often boast high-
er standards of living
and health than nations
with a less productive
agricultural industry.
Despite that, Earth.org
notes that investment in
the agricultural sector is
not commensurate with
the growing population.
Supporting measures to
invest more heavily in the
agricultural sector could
reduce food shortages in
the decades to come and

N

ensure the agricultural
sector is better positioned
to address the many chal-
lenges it is already con-
fronting in the twenty-
first century.

The challenges fac-
ing the agricultural sec-
tor affect those who work
in the industry but also
the global population as
a whole. Recognition of
that reality may com-
pel more people to sup-
port measures designed
to ensure the agricultural
sector can thrive and help
the world to overcome
potentially devastating
challenges in the decades
ahead.

Growing cover crops is an agri-environmental
practice that offers several benefits. Cover crops are
sown during or after the growth of a primary crop,
such as corn, wheat or soybeans. Species are var-
ied and may include ryegrass, radishes, biofumigant
mustard and alfalfa. They’re neither harvested nor
destroyed in the fall. Instead, they’re left to freeze
and decompose naturally.

Cover crops have positive effects on your current
crops, as well as those in subsequent years. Here are
some of their benefits:

* The roots of cover crops make the soil more
porous, enabling better water infiltration. This
improves the soil composition and helps prevent ero-
sion. Reduced erosion prevents the formation of a
crusty surface, thereby minimizing the pollution of
waterways caused by runoff.

* Cover crops nourish subsequent crops when
they die by increasing the activity of microorganisms
like bacteria and fungi, as well as enriching the soil
with nitrogen. The crops you plant next season ben-
efit from the nutrients, and you see better growth and
higher yields.

* Cover crops help control weed growth and pro-
vide an alternative to herbicides. Since the ground
has constant cover, it’s less accessible to undesirable
or invasive plant species.

This practice can also be used in your garden.
Find out which cover crops are best suited to your
local climate and growing conditions.

We're wishing
you a
Safe & Successful
Planting Season

this spring.
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Hy-Line.

North America, LLC

375-2180

1029 Millsite Dr.
Warren, IN

Endosight™ nanoparticle technology improves intake
of herbicide, fungicide, and foliar nutrient applications

260-824-5384
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V[ SERVICES, INC. foyrstarservices.com
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What is seed technology’

Seed technology utilizes scientific methods to
improve the quality, viability and overall perfor-
mance of seeds. There are many benefits to mod-
ern seed technology. Here are two of the most
important:

1. Develop more resilient crops. As the cli-
mate continues to change and new plant diseases
emerge, developing resilient crop varieties is cru-
cial to sustainability. Seed technology helps create
plants better equipped to withstand adverse condi-
tions, such as drought, pests and diseases.

2. Improve yields and increase food security.
Selectively breeding and optimizing the genetics
of seeds can significantly increase crop yields.
This is essential in meeting the global food
demand and ensuring food security for the grow-
ing population.

Seed technologists help the world towards a
sustainable and food-secure future by using the
power of science and innovation.

Arnold Lumber Co.

Decatur, Indiana

o Fl_!_l_lJSer,vwe,Lumbery dj

4 Kitchens; NewsHomes; FA B I 2 A L
and|Remodels METAL WALL AND ROOF SYSTEMS
Garaggga d|Complete;Pole;Barn;Packages;~Erected)
oryMaterials,Onlyy

« Doors; Windows;and|{decks;; Repair; oryReplacement;

% Free;Ro oi’TogDellverijLt_l_uShlngle Burchase

Check: Us, Qut:
on; Eacebook
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0-903-4206 |

Hours: Mon -Thur 7AM-5PM « Fri 7AM 4:30PM - Sat 7AM-11:30PM
425 S. Winchester St. « 260-724-3108 « Fax 260-724-4505

Career opportunities in the agrlcultural sector

Individuals approach
their careers in various
ways. Some may aspire
to climb the corporate
ladder, while others
may pursue a career that
affords them ample per-
sonal time to spend how
they see fit. Many indi-
viduals look for careers
that afford them ample
opportunities to work in
the great outdoors, which
could make the agricul-
tural sector an appealing
industry.

Talented individuals
with an array of diverse
skills dot the agricultural
sector landscape, and the
following are just a few
of the many careers to
consider within this vital
industry.

e Equipment techni-
cian: Data from the career
experts at Indeed indi-
cates agricultural equip-
ment technicians earn an
average salary around
$65,000 per yar. Agricul-
tural equipment techni-
cians maintain and repair
existing machines and
install new ones, among
their many responsibili-
ties.

* Purchasing agent: An
agricultural purchasing
agent buys products and
raw materials at whole-
sale. Indeed notes that
purchasing agents often

NTENSITY
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must meet specific pur-
chasing quotas for pro-
cessors and work with
various clients who sup-
ply an array of agricultur-
al products. The national
average salary for agri-

cultural purchasing
agents is around $51,000
annually.

e Warehouse manager:
The receiving, shipping
and storage of agricultur-
al materials is overseen
by a warehouse manager.
Indeed notes that these
professionals now rou-
tinely utilize artificial
intelligence products to
manage inventory. Ware-
house managers must
know and adhere to safety
procedures and guidelines

seedbed with a high=qua

- i
F finish, level soils and remove
| --ahd eliminate resistant weeds -
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aII With one téol. Tillage is now

T"LL@GE ON LLon your terms with Terra Max' : .., -

'YOUR TERMS |

Ask us about the new Terra-Max or visit www.! GreatPIalnsAg com.

Glll'l’ FARM SUPPLY

954 W Dowell Road, Columbia City, IN
260-244-6465 or 260-244-4482

(©GREAT PLAINS MFG., INC. 2196C-GPM

Han est Starts Here
1.

that dictate how materials
and products are stored.
The average salary of a
warehouse manager is
around $52,000 per year.

e Sales: Like every
industry, the agricultural
sector requires talented
sales personnel. Agri-
cultural sales reps sell
materials and products
and identify the needs
of potential customers.
Agricultural sales reps
may spend ample time on
the road at trade shows.
Doing so allows them to
identify customers as well
as their needs and wants,
and promote their own
products and services.
An ability to foster strong
and trusting interpersonal
relationships is invalu-
able for agricultural sales
reps, who Indeed reports
earn an average of about
$60,000 per year.

e Environmental engi-

| OF

FAMILY
Farm

neer: Environmental
engineers play pivotal
roles within the industry,
and could become even
more vital in the decades
ahead as the effects of
climate change become
more apparent. Environ-
mental engineers design
and implement solutions
that occur on agricultural
sites, helping to address
issues such as unhealthy
soil, insufficient drainage
and inefficiencies, among
other concerns. A career
as an environmental
engineer within the agri-
cultural industry can be
rewarding and lucrative,
with Indeed noting that
the average annual salary
for this position is a little
more than $77,000.

These are just some of
the career paths individu-
als can consider as they
explore the agricultural
sector.

Proud to Serve You

We’re proud to join communities where everyone knows
your name. We treat you like family because you are.

www.familyfarmandhome.com
990 N Main °* Bluffton
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Snail farming: a lucrative venture

Snail farming, scien-
tifically known as helici-
culture, has gained popu-
larity as a lucrative ven-
ture in recent years. This
unique agricultural prac-
tice involves the farming
or cultivation of edible
land snails for human
consumption and various
other purposes.

How does it work?

Snail farming can be
carried out through differ-
ent methods and in vari-
ous environments. Here’s
an overview of the key
methods and environ-
ments for snail farming.

* OQutdoors. Snail farms
can be established in out-
door environments, such
as gardens, open fields or
dedicated snail farms.

e Indoors. Some snail
farmers opt for controlled
indoor environments that
allow them to regulate
the temperature, humid-
ity and other environmen-
tal factors to create ideal
conditions.

e Closed systems.
Closed environments like
plastic tunnel houses or
greenhouses offer another
option for snail farming.

Moreover, snails can
be bred and hatched
inside a controlled envi-
ronment, such as an incu-
bation chamber, and then

transferred to outdoor
pens to mature.

The benefits

Snail farming offers
several advantages over
traditional livestock farm-
ing, making it an attrac-
tive venture for both
experienced and novice
farmers. Snail farming
offers the following ben-
efits:

e It has a low carbon
footprint

e It doesn’t require
much space

e It has low startup
costs compared to other

types of farming

Plus, snails are slow-
moving, gentle and easy
to control.

Snails can be used for
their meat, shells and
eggs, providing farm-
ers with various income
streams, making snail
farming an attractive
option in the modern
agricultural landscape.

Wells Co. SWCD

117 W. Harvest Rd. | Bluffton, IN 46714
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Weed control is as important in your
vegetable garden as it is in large-scale
commercial production. Although her-
bicides are frequently used to minimize
weed growth, several agricultural tools
provide excellent results. Here are five:

1. Rotary hoes. This tool allows you
to weed an entire area before the crop
emerges. You can also use it after the
crop is well rooted.

2. Wheel weeders. These tools
are used both close to the crops and
between the rows. You can attach them
to various pieces of agricultural equip-
ment to simplify their use.

3. Weeding discs. These tools are
used to remove weeds from a row
when the crops are developed enough
to prevent them from being buried or

wdmg 1sedlir
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uprooted.

4. Weed torches. Using intense heat
or flame makes it possible to remove
weeds between the rows. It can also
weed closer to the crops, provided
certain precautions are taken to avoid
harming them.

5. Mechanical weeders. These tools
can be equipped with guidance systems
to enable precision weeding. The cam-
eras can be calibrated to differentiate
crops from weeds based on data like
the plant’s color, size and position.

Do you want to know more about
the weeding techniques used by your
local farmers? Start the conversation
by visiting their produce stands or an
open farm day.

SALE

%@?@T nis

Bluffton CPA Group P.C.

Certified Public Accountant

1

Bluffton
CPA Group

PARTNERING WITH:

GOLD

3 Gallon Root Force Container Trees: Norway
Spruce, Pagoda Dogwood, Red Maple, Red Oak,
River Birch, Tulip Poplar. Shrubs: American Black

Currant, Lead Plant, Indigo Bush, Red Osier
Dogwood, Smooth Hydrangea

Orders Due: April 5; Pick Up Day: April 11

FISH

Redear Sunfish, Lg Mouth Bass,
Bluegill, Hybrid Bluegill, Channel
Catfish, Jumbo Bullfrog Tadpoles, )

Koi, Fathead Minnows, Triploid Grass Z

Carp, Black Crappie & Fish Food N )

Orders Due: April 10; Pick Up Day: April 16

*Individuals
*Businesses
*Agriculture

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE
BLUFFTON TIRE ING.

1308 S. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON . 824-0418

2401 N. Main St.
Bluffton, IN 46714
260-824-1040

Over 30 years experience serving our community

www.blufftonCPAGroup.com
Email: info@blufttoncpagroup.com

See our Website for order form! Wellscountyswcd.org Qi 1ours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00; Sat. 7:30-12 Noon - WWW.BLUFFTONTIRE.COM
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We believe

LOCAL AGRICULTURE EXPERTS
MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

SPRING AGRICULTURE 2024

e AG OPERATING LINE OF CREDIT e LIVESTOCK LENDING

e INVENTORY LOANS e CROP INSURANCE FlI'St Bank
e CONSTRUCTION & EQUIPMENT LOANS e FARM FINANCIAL CONSULTING fB

e  GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED LOANS e FARM REAL ESTATE LOANS O eme

FirstBankofBerne.com




