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Curb work continues on to Wiley Street
Work continues to fix sidewalks and curbs throughout Bluffton. E&B Paving employees Bryan Savage (right), and Bust-
er Douglass demo concrete near South Johnson Street. (Photo by Jonathan Snyder)

Man convicted of 
intimidation, other 
charges dropped

By SYDNEY KENT
Felony charges for domestic battery were dismissed for a 

Markle man after his wife reported she lied to police.
Johnny Saffore, 38, was convicted of one count of intimi-

dation, a Level 6 felony, after he admitted to threatening to 
pour bleach on his pregnant wife. He was sentenced to 390 
days in jail with 195 days of jail credit. With the credit, his 
sentence was effectively served.  

Multiple counts of domestic battery with injury to a 
pregnant woman, all Level 5 felonies, and interference with 
the reporting of a crime, a Class A misdemeanor, were dis-
missed months into the case.

According to a probable cause affidavit, police were 
called to the Saffore residence in mid-August for a report 
of a domestic disturbance. The caller hung up and was 
unreachable. When police arrived, they located Saffore’s 
wife inside of her vehicle with her two children.

She reported that she and Saffore argued about animal 
waste on the ground. When she threatened to get rid of the 
animals, Saffore threatened to pour bleach on her. She said 
Saffore then allegedly slapped her across the face when she 
tried to pick up her child. A child in the vehicle reportedly 
stated that he heard the altercation but did not witness any-
thing. The woman was pregnant at the time.

Saffore told police that his wife slapped herself and 
threatened to take his baby before she pushed him into the 
closet. He admitted to taking her cell phone during the 911 
call and later retrieved it from a high space in the closet.

Prosecutor Colin Andrews told the court that after mul-
tiple meetings, it was clear the couple intended to get back 
together. During a previous hearing in the case, Saffore met 
his newborn baby in passing as he sat before the judge.

“I am concerned for the couple, and that these things hap-
pen more often than we know,” Andrews said. “Mr. Saffore 
has a history of violence. I think a period of probation is 
appropriate to keep eyes and ears on them.”

Saffore was convicted of domestic violence against his 

Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry dies 
following late-stage cancer diagnosis

By HOLLY GASKILL
Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry died 

Thursday after a medical emergency 
related to his cancer diagnosis.

Henry, 72, announced in February 
that he was battling late-stage stom-
ach cancer. On Wednesday, Henry 
was placed in hospice care following a 
medical emergency. 

In a statement Thursday evening, 
the family said, “In the early morn-
ing hours of Wednesday, March 27, 
Mayor Henry was privately transport-
ed to a local hospital at which time 
he and his family consulted at length 

with medical professionals including 
his oncologist. After careful consid-
eration of the risks associated with 
surgical intervention, Mayor Henry 
opted for comfort measures. He died 
peacefully surrounded by his loving 
family.”

Henry, a Democrat, was first sworn 
into office in 2008 as the 35th mayor 
of the city. He began his fifth term this 
year.

Henry was preceded by his wife, 
Cindy Henry, who died of pancreatic 
cancer in January.

The statement concluded, “We, his 

family, mourn 
the loss of Tom 
with the rest of 
our community, 
but we also take 
great comfort 
in knowing that 
he is once again 
with his beauti-
ful Cindy who 
passed  away 
f r o m  c a n c e r 
just two months 
ago.”

holly@news-banner.com

Biden OKs $60M in 
aid after Baltimore 
bridge collapse 
By LEA SKENE and BRIAN WITTE,  Associated Press

BALTIMORE (AP) — Maryland Gov. Wes Moore 
warned Thursday of a “very long road ahead” to recover 
from the loss of Baltimore’s Francis Scott Key Bridge as the 
Biden administration approved $60 million in immediate 
federal aid after the deadly collapse.

Meanwhile the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was mov-
ing the largest crane on the Eastern Seaboard to help remove 
the wreckage of the bridge, Moore said, so work to clear the 
channel and reopen the key shipping route can begin. The 
machine, which can lift up to 1,000 tons, was expected to 
arrived Thursday evening, and U.S. Sen. Chris Van Hollen 
said a second crane with a 400-ton capacity could arrive Sat-
urday.

The state is “deeply grateful” for the federal funds and 
support, Moore said at an evening news conference.

Moore promised Thursday that “the best minds in the 
world” were working on plans to clear the debris, move the 
cargo ship that rammed into the bridge from the channel, 
recover the bodies of the four remaining workers presumed 
dead and investigate what went wrong.

“Government is working hand in hand with industry to 
investigate the area, including the wreck, and remove the 
ship,” said Moore, a Democrat, who said the quick aid is 
needed to “lay the foundation for a rapid recovery.” Presi-
dent Joe Biden has pledged the federal government would 
pay the full cost of rebuilding the bridge.

“This work is not going to take hours. This work is not 
going to take days. This work is not going to take weeks,” 
Moore said. “We have a very long road ahead of us.”

Van Hollen said 32 members of the Army Corps of Engi-
neers are surveying the scene of the collapse and 38 Navy 
contractors are working on the salvage operation.

The devastation left behind after the powerless cargo ship 
struck a support pillar early Tuesday is extensive. Divers 
recovered the bodies of two men from a pickup truck in the 
Patapsco River near the bridge’s middle span Wednesday, 
but officials said they have to start clearing the wreckage 
before anyone could reach the bodies of four other missing 
workers.

State police have said that based on sonar scans, the vehi-
cles appear to be encased in a “superstructure” of concrete 
and other debris.

Bittersweet Easter for chocolate lovers, 
African farmers, but brands see profits

By FRANCIS KOKUTSE 
and JESSSICA DONATI 

Associated Press
ACCRA, Ghana (AP) — Shoppers 

may get a bitter surprise in their Easter 
baskets this year. Chocolate eggs and 
bunnies are more expensive than ever 
as changing climate patterns eat into 
global cocoa supplies and the earnings 
of farmers in West Africa.

About three-quarters of the world’s 
cocoa — the main ingredient in choc-
olate — are produced on cacao trees 
in Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria and 
Cameroon. But dusty seasonal winds 
from the Sahara were severe in recent 
months, blocking out the sunlight 
needed for bean pods to grow. The sea-
son prior, heavy rainfall spread a rot-
ting disease.

With exports from the Ivory Coast, 
the world’s top producer, down by 
a third in recent months, the global 
price of cocoa has risen sharply. Cocoa 
futures have already doubled this year, 
trading at a record high of more than 
$10,000 per metric ton in New York 
on Tuesday after rising more than 60% 
the previous year. Farmers who harvest 
cacao beans say the increases aren’t 
enough to cover their lower yields and 
higher production costs.

Yet the high Easter demand for 
chocolate carries a potential treat for 

big confectionery companies. Major 
global makers in Europe and the Unit-
ed States have more than passed on the 
rise in cocoa prices to consumers. Net 
profit margins at The Hershey Com-
pany increased to 16.7% in 2023 from 
15.8% in 2022. Mondelez Internation-
al, which owns the Toblerone and Cad-
bury brands, reported a jump to 13.8% 
in 2023 from 8.6% the year before.

“It is likely consumers will see a 
price spike on chocolate candy this 
Easter,” Wells Fargo said in a report 
this month.

Mondelez said it raised chocolate 
prices up to 15% last year and would 
consider additional price hikes to help 
meet 2024 revenue growth forecasts. 
“Pricing is clearly a key component 
of this plan,” Chief Financial Officer 
Luca Zaramella said in January. “Its 
contribution will be a little bit less than 
we have seen in 2023, but it is higher 
than an average year.”

Hershey’s also raised prices on its 
products last year and has not ruled 
out making further increases. “Given 
where cocoa prices are, we will be 
using every tool in our toolbox, includ-
ing pricing, as a way to manage the 
business,” Hershey Chairman, Presi-
dent and CEO Michele Buck said dur-
ing a conference call with investors 
last month.

Consumer groups are keeping track. 
In the United Kingdom, British con-
sumer research and services company 
Which? found that chocolate Easter 
eggs and bunnies from popular brands 
like Lindt and Toblerone cost about 
50% more this year. It said some candy 
eggs were smaller, too.

Cocoa is traded on a regulated, 
global market. Farmers sell to local 
dealers or processing plants, who then 
sell cocoa products to global choco-
late companies. Prices are set up to a 
year in advance. Many farmers blame 
climate change for their poor crops. 
Cacao trees only grow close to the 
equator and are especially sensitive to 
changes in weather.

“The harmattan was severe at the 
time the pods were supposed to devel-
op,” Fiifi Boafo, a spokesperson at the 
Ghana Cocoa Board, said, referring to 
the cool trade winds that carry enough 
dust to block out the sunlight needed 
for the trees to flower and produce 
beans.

Months of rain also are being 
blamed for black pod disease, a fungal 
infection that thrives in cooler, wet and 
cloudy weather, and causes pods to rot 
and harden.

“While we have a good price today, 
that’s not it. The cacao hasn’t even pro-

(Continued on Page 2)
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Tom Henry



By NIKI KELLY, Indiana Capital Chronicle
Workers this week assembled a massive crane outside the 

Statehouse for a $12.5 million project that includes cleaning 
the copper dome.

When laying flat, the crane was 400 feet long and will 
help erect scaffolding on the mammoth building.

The crane will be lifting scaffolding components that will 
be built around the dome and all the way up to the lantern/
cupola.  The crane will be removed once all scaffolding has 
been installed.  It is anticipated that the scaffolding will be 
in place for at least a year, the Department of Administration 
said.

According to a State Budget Committee agenda, the proj-
ect is the fourth phase of work on the Statehouse exterior. 
The first three phases addressed the four sides of building, 
including removing all deteriorated sections of the façade 
and stairways, rebuilding all damaged stairways, rehabbing 
the doors and entryways, cleaning and repairing the lime-
stone façade, replacing joint seals, and installing water infil-
tration barriers under the staircases on each side. The collec-
tive cost of those phases was $10.8 million.

The last phase will focus on the roofline and will include 
gutter repair, chimney masonry work, rotunda masonry 
work and cleaning, window replacement/repair, limited 
patching and repair of the roof where needed and, finally, 
cleaning of the copper dome.

According to a 1964 Indianapolis Star article, the two-
tiered dome stretches 243 feet above the ground. The small-
er one, 15 feet in diameter, sits on top of the large copper 
dome that is 73 feet in diameter.

At one point, the state applied gold leaf to the dome.
“An increase in the cost of gold leaf eventually forced offi-

cials to settle for a copper dome but the memory of a gold leaf 
lingered on,” the article said. “Governors and citizens who 
demanded a cleaner and more attractive Statehouse continu-
ally talked about gilding the dome to add color to the soiled 
stone building.”

That’s because pigeons loved the building. At one point 
efforts to kill the pigeons left the dome punctured with 
buckshot. “Unsightly” tar patches covered the holes.

State officials in 1964 decided to sandblast the dome and 
try again with the gold but the leafing was too expensive, at 
$17,000. And it would last only five years, the Indianapolis 
Star reported. Instead, officials used gold enamel paint cost-
ing $25 per gallon, and 20 gallons of it covered both tiers of 
the dome and the flagpole.

duced any (fruit),” Eloi Gna-
komene, a cacao farmer in 
Ivory Coast, said last month. 
“People say that we’ve had a 
bit, but those living over that 
way, they’ve had nothing.”

Opanin Kofi Tutu, a 
cacoa farmer in the east-
ern Ghana town of Suhum, 
said the shortfall in produc-
tion coupled with higher 
fertilizer costs are making 
it difficult to survive. “The 
exchange rate to the dollar is 
killing us,” he said.

Chocolate isn’t even one 
of the traditions Tutu associ-
ates with Easter. “I am look-
ing forward to my wife’s 
kotomir and plantain, not 
chocolates,” he said, refer-
ring to a local sauce pre-
pared with cocoyam leaves.

To help increase produc-
tion, authorities are promot-
ing education on farming 

methods that might miti-
gate the effects of climate 
change, such as the use 
of irrigation systems. The 
president of Ghana also has 
promised to step in to help 
farmers get a better deal.

“With the current trend 
of the world cocoa price, 
cocoa farmers can be sure 
that I will do right by them 
in the next cocoa season,” 
President Nana Addo Dank-
wa Akufo-Addo said last 
month.

The National Retail Fed-
eration, an American trade 
association, expects spend-
ing this Easter to remain 
high by historical standards 
despite rising candy prices. 
Its latest survey showed that 
consumers were expected 
to spend $3.1 billion on 
chocolate eggs and bunnies 
and other sweets this Eas-
ter, down from $3.3 billion a 

year ago.
In Switzerland, home to 

the world’s biggest consum-
ers of chocolate per capita, 
domestic consumption melt-
ed slightly last year, falling 
by 1% to 10.9kg per person, 
according to industry associ-
ation Chocosuisse. It linked 
the dip to the rise in retail 
chocolate prices.

The nation’s signature 
chocolate maker, Lindt & 
Sprüngli, reported increased 
profitability, with margins 
rising to 15.6% from 15% a 
year earlier.

“Lindt  & Sprüngli 
Group’s business model 
once again proved to be very 
successful in the financial 
year 2023,” it said in a state-
ment this month, noting that 
prices increases accounted 
for most of the growth.

Yet some smaller busi-
nesses that sell chocolate are 

finding it hard to keep up 
with the spike in cocoa pric-
es while their sales decline.

Sandrine Chocolates, a 
shop in London that sells 
handmade Belgian choco-
lates, is struggling to survive 
after decades in business. 
The owner, Niaz Mardan, 
said the U.K.’s cost-of-liv-
ing crisis and weak econo-
my leave people worrying 
more about food than luxury 
chocolate, especially when 
cheaper alternatives were 
available at big grocery 
stores.

She has let go of her two 
employees and relies on 
sales at Easter and Christ-
mas to stay afloat. “Many, 
many times, I thought to 
close the shop, but because 
I love the shop, I don’t want 
to close it,” Mardan, 57, 
said. “But there is no profit 
at all.”
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Domestic battery charges Weather
Friday, March 29, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:17 p.m. Thursday)
High: 53; Low: 27; Precipitation: Trace of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.67  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 61. Light and 

variable wind becoming west 5 to 10 mph in the afternoon. 
Tonight: A chance of showers, then showers and pos-

sibly a thunderstorm after 2 a.m. Low around 48. North-
east wind 5 to 10 mph becoming southeast after midnight. 
Chance of precipitation is 80%. New rainfall amounts 
between a quarter and half of an inch possible. 

Saturday: Showers and thunderstorms before 11 a.m., 
then a chance of showers. High near 65. Southwest wind 15 
to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph. Chance of precipi-
tation is 80%. New precipitation amounts between a tenth 
and quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in 
thunderstorms. 

Saturday Night: A 30% chance of showers, mainly after 
2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 40. Northwest 
wind around 10 mph. 

Sunday: A chance of showers, with thunderstorms also 
possible after 5 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 56. 
Chance of precipitation is 50%.

Sunday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms, 
then showers and possibly a thunderstorm after 8 p.m. Low 
around 46. Chance of precipitation is 90%.

Monday: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. High 
near 59. Chance of precipitation is 90%.

Monday Night: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. 
Low around 46. Chance of precipitation is 80%.

Tuesday: Showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
before 8 a.m., then a chance of showers and thunderstorms 
after 8 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 59. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%.

Tuesday Night: A 30% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 34.

Wednesday: A 30% chance of showers. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 45. Breezy. 

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

erin@myblufftonsfagent.com
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wife in July 2020. According to a prob-
able cause affidavit, the two argued 
over Saffore using his wife’s phone 
to watch pornography and a physical 
altercation ensued.

Saffore’s wife later requested to 
retract her statement that he threw an 
ashtray at her and pushed her into a 
chair. However, there was enough evi-
dence to press charges in the case.

“This appears to be a toxic relation-
ship between him and his wife,” said 
Judge Kenton Kiracofe. “The par-
ties are free to engage in whatever, if 
they’re content with the fighting then 
that’s up to them. Clearly, these two 
want to be in a relationship with each 
other, no matter how difficult. Just 
today, I watched the wife try to talk 

to Mr. Saffore while he was in court. 
There are a number of violations that 
have been dismissed. They’re going to 
do what they want to do.”

Saffore has repeatedly violated 
his no-contact order with his wife via 
video calls and during hearings since 
he was arrested in the case.

“She said she was not actually 
injured by him, she would admit that 
she was lying,” Andrews said. “She 
would say that she does not believe 
he is a threat to her or her children. 
I understand the court’s position is 
maybe she takes (domestic violence) 
classes, however, that being said — he 
will potentially be in DOC.”

Kiracofe stated he didn’t know 
if there was a point in utilizing the 
resources under the circumstances.

Saffore is facing a probation revo-
cation in a case in Allen County. In 
October 2022, Saffore was convict-
ed of unlawful possession of a fire-
arm, a Level 4 felony. Two years of a 
three-year sentence were suspended. 
Because of the conviction for intimi-
dation, Saffore could go back to pris-
on.

“I do appreciate the resolution that 
has come,” Saffore said during the 
hearing. “I have intentions to put forth 
effort to rectify what has happened 
between me and my wife in this mat-
ter.”

Saffore is scheduled for a proba-
tion revocation hearing at 9:30 a.m. on 
April 11 in the Allen County Superior 
Court.

sydney@news-banner.com

National Transportation Safety 
Board officials boarded the ship, the 
Dali, to recover information from its 
electronics and paperwork and to inter-
view the captain and crew members. 
Investigators shared a preliminary 
timeline of events before the crash, 
which federal and state officials have 
said appeared to be an accident.

“The best minds in the world are 
coming together to collect the informa-
tion that we need to move forward with 
speed and safety in our response to this 
collapse,” Moore said Thursday.

Of the 21 crew members on the 
ship, 20 are from India, Randhir 
Jaiswal, the nation’s foreign ministry 
spokesperson, told reporters. One was 
slightly injured and needed stitches, 
but “all are in good shape and good 
health,” Jaiswal said.

The victims, who were part of a 
construction crew fixing potholes on 
the bridge, were from Mexico, Guate-
mala, Honduras and El Salvador, Butler 
said. At least eight people initially went 
into the water when the ship struck the 
bridge column, and two of them were 
rescued Tuesday, officials said.

The crash caused the bridge to break 
and fall into the water within seconds. 
Authorities had just enough time to 
stop vehicle traffic, but didn’t get a 
chance to alert the construction crew.

During the Baltimore Orioles’ open-
ing day game Thursday, Sgt. Paul Pas-
torek, Cpl. Jeremy Herbert and Officer 
Garry Kirts of the Maryland Transpor-
tation Authority were honored for their 
actions in halting bridge traffic and 
preventing further loss of life.

The three said in a statement that 

they were “proud to carry out our 
duties as officers of this state to save 
the lives that we could.”

The Dali, which is managed by 
Synergy Marine Group, was headed 
from Baltimore to Sri Lanka. It is 
owned by Grace Ocean Private Ltd. 
and was chartered by Danish shipping 
giant Maersk.

Synergy extended sympathies to the 
victims’ families in a statement early 
Thursday.

“We deeply regret this incident and 
the problems it has caused for the people 
of Baltimore and the region’s economy 
that relies on this vitally important port,” 
Synergy said, noting that it would con-
tinue to cooperate with investigators.

Scott Cowan, president of the Inter-
national Longshoremen’s Association 
Local 333, said the union is scram-
bling to help its roughly 2,400 mem-
bers whose jobs are at risk of drying up 
until shipping can resume in the Port of 
Baltimore.

“If there’s no ships, there’s no 
work,” he said. “We’re doing every-
thing we can.”

The huge vessel, nearly as long as 
the Eiffel Tower is tall, was carrying 
nearly 4,700 shipping containers, 56 of 
them with hazardous materials inside. 
Thirteen of those were destroyed, offi-
cials said. However, industrial hygien-
ists who evaluated the contents iden-
tified them as perfumes and soaps, 
according to the Key Bridge Joint 
Information Center.

“There was no immediate threat to 
the environment,” the center said.

About 21 gallons of oil from a bow 
thruster on the ship is believed to have 
caused a sheen in the waterway, Coast 

Guard Rear Adm. Shannon Gilreath 
said Thursday.

Booms were placed to prevent any 
spreading, and state environmental 
officials were sampling the water.

At the moment there are also cargo 
containers hanging dangerously off the 
side of the ship, Gilreath said, adding, 
“We’re trying to keep our first respond-
ers … as safe as possible.”

Divers sent to work beneath the 
bridge debris and container ship will 
encounter challenging conditions, 
including limited visibility and mov-
ing currents, according to officials and 
expert observers.

“Debris can be dangerous, espe-
cially when you can’t see what’s right 
in front of you,” said Donald Gibbons, 
an instructor with the Eastern Atlantic 
States Carpenters Technical Centers.

The sudden loss of a highway that 
carries 30,000 vehicles a day and the 
port disruption will affect not only thou-
sands of dockworkers and commuters 
but also U.S. consumers, who are likely 
to feel the impact of shipping delays.

The governors of New York and 
New Jersey offered to take on cargo 
shipments that have been disrupted, to 
try to minimize supply chain problems.

Transportation Secretary Pete But-
tigieg, who met Thursday with sup-
ply chain officials, has said the Biden 
administration was focused on reopen-
ing the port and rebuilding the bridge, 
but he did not put a timeline on those 
efforts.

From 1960 to 2015, there were 35 
major bridge collapses worldwide due 
to ship or barge collisions, according to 
the World Association for Waterborne 
Transport Infrastructure.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)
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Biden OKs $60M in aid

Bittersweet Easter

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — The Biden administration 
on Thursday restored rules to protect imperiled species and 
shield their habitat from destruction after the measures were 
rolled back under former President Donald Trump.

Among the changes, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
will reinstate a decades-old regulation that mandates blanket 
protections for animals and plants newly classified as threat-
ened. That means officials won’t have to craft specific plans 
to shield each individual species while protections are pend-
ing, as has been done recently with North American wolver-
ines in the Rocky Mountains, alligator snapping turtles in 
the Southeast and spotted owls in California.

The restoration of more protective regulations rankled 
Republicans who said the Endangered Species Act was 
being wielded too broadly and to the detriment of economic 
growth. Meanwhile, wildlife advocates were only partially 
satisfied, saying some potentially harmful changes under 
Trump were untouched.

The blanket protections rule had been dropped in 2019 
as part of a suite of changes to the application of the species 
law under Trump that were encouraged by industry. Those 
changes came as extinctions accelerate globally due to habi-
tat loss and other pressures.

Another rule issued Thursday clarifies that officials must 
decide if species merit threatened or endangered designa-
tions regardless of the potential economic costs of bestow-
ing protections. That’s already government practice, but the 
2019 Trump rules caused confusion because they removed 
an explicit directive to ignore economic impacts, said Fish 
and Wildlife Service Deputy Assistant Director Gina Shultz.

The rules from the wildlife service and National Marine 
Fisheries Service also make it easier to designate areas as 
critical for a species’ survival, even if it is no longer found in 
those locations.

That could benefit imperiled fish and freshwater mussels 
in the Southeast, where the aquatic animals in many cases 
are absent from portions of their historical range, officials 
have said.

Fish and Wildlife Service Director Martha Williams 
said in a statement that the rule changes underscored the 
agency’s commitment to using the best available science to 
halt population declines as “climate change, degraded and 
fragmented habitat, invasive species, and wildlife disease” 
threaten many species.

Biden administration 
restores threatened 
species protections 

Statehouse repairs include cleaning the dome
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-

ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include 
the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of 
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of 
calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling 
arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, 
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person, 
there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will 
coordinate obituary publication.

Police NotebookWanda Mae Steffen, 96
Wanda Mae (Kiefer) Steffen 

of Bluffton, passed away on 
Wednesday morning, March 27, 
2024. A long-time resident of 
Christian Care Retirement Com-
munity, she died peacefully at age 
of 96. 

The youngest daughter of Artie 
and Faye (Faus) Kiefer, Wanda 
lived most of her life in Bluffton.  
She married George Roy Stef-
fen of Bluffton, on June 1, 1946; 
he owned and operated Bluffton 
Heating and Plumbing for many years with his brothers. 
For 20 years, Wanda worked as bookkeeper and office 
manager for “the Shop” until her retirement in 1990.  
Wanda’s beloved husband, George, to whom she was 
married for 65 years, died in 2011. 

As a member of Epworth United Methodist Church, 
Wanda served as Sunday School teacher, Vacation 
Bible School director, choir member, youth counselor 
and an officer of United Methodist Women. As a long-
time volunteer, Wanda worked at Caylor-Nickel Clinic, 
Wells County Food Bank and the Bluffton Harrison Ele-
mentary Buddy Programs.  

Wanda is survived by her two sons, Richard (Marla) 
of Redlands, California, and Tom (Juli) of Sequim, Wash-
ington; her two grandchildren, Aaron (Maritess) Steffen 
of Seattle, and Anna (Bryan) Tapia of Redlands; and her 
four great-grandchildren; Noah and Jonah Steffen of 
Seattle, and Noelle and Nora Tapia of Redlands.  

Funeral Services will be held at 2 p.m. on Monday, 
April 1, 2024 at the Thoma/Rich Funeral Home in Bluff-
ton. Wanda’s sons, Richard and Tom will officiate. Visi-
tation will take place from 1 p.m. until the time of ser-
vice. 

Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery in Bluffton.   
In lieu of flowers, the family prefers that you consider 

memorial donations to Christian Care Retirement Com-
munity.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the Steffen family at www.thomarich.com.

James A. Myers, 71
James A. Myers, 71, of Monroe, passed away Thurs-

day morning, March 28, 2024, at Lutheran Hospital in 
Fort Wayne.  

Funeral arrangements are pending at this time with 
the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

OBITUARIES
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INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 2:49 p.m., 

Walmart. Driver hit a pole. 
Vehicle towed.

Wednesday, 3 p.m., Main 
and Ohio streets. Citation 
issued for expired plates.

Thursday, 9:41 p.m., 
Main and Market streets. 
Citation issued for driving 
with a suspended license.  

Thursday, 10:44 p.m., 
Walmart. Report of juvenile 
following another around the 
store. 

Wednesday, 8:04 a.m., 
Airplane Express. Citation 
issued for 58 in a 40 mph 
zone. 

Wednesday, 11:46 p.m., 
2000 block of North Main 
Street, Bluffton. Welfare 
check request on caller’s 
mother when the phone line 
went dead in the middle of 
a call. Woman found fine, 
her phone had died and she 
didn’t have a charger. 

Wednesday, 12:54 p.m., 
1300 block of West South 
Street. Report of an aggres-
sive black dog.

Thursday, 1:15 a.m., 700 
block of West Horton Street, 
Bluffton. Caller reported a 
suspicious individual in their 
backyard. Bluffton police 

stopped a vehicle leaving the 
area and the driver appeared 
to be under the influence of 
alcohol. Deputy loaned Stan-
dardized Field Sobriety Test 
cards and deployed K9 for a 
free air sniff. No alerts. 

County:
Wednesday, 1:50 p.m., 

500 block of Beth Avenue, 
Bluffton. Warrant service on 
Brandy Singleton.

Wednesday, 9:54 p.m., 
1463 W 1100 N, Markle. 
Personal injury accident. 

Wednesday, 11:35 p.m., 
500 block of Countryside 
Drive, Bluffton. Warrant ser-
vice on Jordan Mangas.

Thursday, 5:55 a.m., S.R. 
1 and County Road 1200 
South, Montpelier. Warrant 
service. 

Thursday, 6:26 a.m., 
Wells County Jail. A Li 
turned himself in on warrant. 

Thursday, 7:11 a.m., 
5133N 300 W, Uniondale. 
Vehicle rollover. All vehicles 
outside of the vehicle and 
uninjured. 

Thursday, 10:32 a.m., 
10415 N 300 W, Markle. 
Report of injured deer. 
Requested tag.

Ossian:
Thursday, 9:29 a.m., S.R. 

1, Ossian. Report of four 

loose pigs on the west side 
of the road. Owner contact-
ed, and said she would corral 
the insu-boar-dinate animals. 

ACCIDENTS
County:
Wednesday, 9:55 p.m., 

1463 W 1100N, rural Mar-
kle. From vehicle tracks, it 
appeared Gary T. Tidwell, 
58, Ossian, was driving a 
2005 Saturn SUV west-
bound on County Road 
1100 North in rural Markle 
and left the roadway on the 
southside, straddling the 
shoulder until striking the 
concrete barrier head of the 
bridge. The vehicle was 
destroyed and Tidwell was 
partially pinned inside. He 
was found incapacitated and 
with multiple injuries, and 
was transported by EMS 
from the scene. Damages did 
not exceed $10,000. 

FIRES
City:
Wednesday, 1:45 a.m., 

215 E Horton St., Bluffton. 
Structure fire. Liberty Town-
ship, Ossian and Bluffton 
fire departments responded. 
Incident terminated at 2:52 
a.m.

Ossian:
Wednesday, 12:48 p.m., 

Norwell High School. Fire 

alarm. 
ARRESTS

Elvis Aaron Larkey, 43, 
Ossian; public administra-
tion — escape, a Level 6 
felony. Bond set at $5,000. 

Jordan Olin Charles Man-
gas, 20, Markle; minor in 
possession of an alcoholic 
beverage, a Class C misde-
meanor. Bond set at $500. 

Artemio R. Gomez, 30, 
Bluffton; operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated and oper-
ating a vehicle while intoxi-
cated — endangerment, both 
Class A misdemeanors, and 
operating a vehicle without 
ever receiving a license, a 
Class C misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $2,000. 

A Li, 47, Fort Wayne; two 
counts of operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated, both Class 
C misdemeanors. Bond set 
at $500.

Hali Noel Heath, 31, 
Ossian; possession of a leg-
end drug or precursor, a 
Level 5 felony, possession 
of a controlled substance, a 
Class A misdemeanor, pos-
session of a marijuana, a 
Class B misdemeanor, and 
possession of controlled sub-
stance paraphernalia, a Class 
C misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$13,000. 

Indiana National Guard to depart for border
By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Green-garbed Indiana National 

Guard soldiers milled around a big 
beige room Thursday morning, chat-
ting among themselves, speaking with 
spouses and parents, and pushing their 
children in strollers. They gathered on 
a hulking set of blue bleachers in five 
neat rows of 10 each, then snapped to 
attention for the national anthem.

The 50 men and women selected 
from more than 300 volunteers depart 
Indiana for the Texas border town of 
El Paso in early April. The company is 
set for a 10-month deployment meant 
to reinforce Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
efforts to close off his state’s share of 
the U.S.-Mexico border.

Abbott and a growing number of 
Republican governors say President 
Joe Biden’s administration isn’t doing 
enough to stem the flow of unauthor-
ized migrants. Holcomb announced 
the deployment in February, after visit-
ing the border and following a “direct 
request” from Abbott.

“Hoosiers are proving once again: 
if the federal government at large can’t 
get their act together on the border, 
we will,” Holcomb said at a Thursday 
departure ceremony at Indiana’s Camp 
Atterbury.

Adj. Gen. Dale Lyles, who leads 
the Hoosier Guard, told soldiers they’d 
soon “embark upon a great crusade 
toward the cause of liberty.”

“The current security environment 
threatens America’s ideals now, more 
than (at) perhaps any other time in his-
tory,” Lyles said. “Your mission goes 
well beyond standing watch along our 
border and our southern flank. You are 
deploying for the cause of protecting 
our freedom and our liberty. Never for-
get that.”

The Hoosier company’s mission to 
“observe and report” was “an agree-
ment between Indiana and Texas,” 
according to Master Sgt. Jeff Lowry, 
the guard’s spokesman.

Holcomb and guard members alike 
cited illicit drugs entering Indiana as a 
primary motivator.

“So many people in (each) of our 92 
counties are working hard day in and 
day out, to try to address addiction … 
and we continue to see record amounts 
of illegal killer drugs flowing into our 
state and 49 others,” Holcomb told 
reporters.

Indiana State Police seized 92 
pounds of meth, 8 pounds of cocaine, 

a pound of fentanyl and a half-pound 
of heroin in a single arrest Tuesday in 
Indianapolis, Holcomb announced. But 
it’s not yet clear if the drugs entered 
the country through El Paso because 
the arrest was so recent, he said.

Most fentanyl is smuggled through 
legal points of entry, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection Acting Commis-
sioner Troy Miller told NPR last year. 
But most people convicted of bring-
ing the drug across the border are U.S. 
citizens, according to the conservative-
leaning Cato Institute.

Sgt. Daniel Cook, one of the 50 sol-
diers heading to El Paso, said the mis-
sion is to rein in unauthorized entry 
and to “curb the fentanyl epidemic.”

“I was one of the first people to 
put my name on the list,” the 24-year-
old Cook told reporters. “… I see the 
problems that (fentanyl) can cause, the 
families that it’s affected. And I just 
want to help allow Hoosiers to live 
long, peaceful, meaningful lives.”

Soldiers also cited other reasons 
for volunteering. Christopher Estra-
da, a 26-year-old studying flight at 
Utah Valley University, said the state 
had offered “very good benefits.” He 
hoped to pay off debt.

Estrada said he typically doesn’t net 
money off his service — the monthly 
flights from Utah to Indiana for drills 
eat up his pay — but he thought the 
mission to Texas would be “good for 
the family in the long run.” He leaves a 
wife and daughter at home.

Soldiers are being called up under 
State Active Duty, meaning the state of 
Indiana pays their salaries.

The deployment is expected to 

cost the state of Indiana about $7 mil-
lion, including pay and allowances, 
hotel accommodations, transportation, 
supplies and maintenance. An earlier 
statement from the guard said it had 
sufficient funds to cover the costs.

Deployment details
Holcomb has previously deployed 

a collective 300 soldiers to Texas for a 
variety of federal missions, according 
to a February news release.

Indiana’s soldiers have been mobi-
lizing since then. They completed two 
weeks of training at Camp Atterbury 
on the “operations of the mission,” 
Lowry said Thursday. That included 
courses on the Spanish language and 
more.
Soldiers won’t have arrest powers.

“Our role is to assist, not to arrest 
or apprehend,” Holcomb said. “We 
are there as a complement — report-
ing, watching — to our Texan counter-
parts.”

“We will fall in on what’s already 
established and we will assist the Texas 
military department with observing 
and controlling things that may come 
across the border,” Lyles added. “We’ll 
report them and then they will take 
appropriate action for apprehension. 
Non-standard missions are a part of 
what we do. We’re well-trained, well-
resourced, and we’re ready to execute 
the mission.”

Soldiers have internal Hoosier lead-
ership but will “take direction” from 
the Texas National Guard and Texas 
Department of Public Safety, accord-
ing to Lowry.

They’re expected to return before 
Christmas, he said.

Gov. Eric Holcomb speaks at a 
departure ceremony on Thurs-
day, March 28, 2024 for Indiana 
National Guard members on their 
way to Texas. (Photo by Leslie 
Bonilla Muñiz)

Holcomb signs eclipse 
emergency response order

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Gov. Eric Holcomb on Wednesday signed a disaster order 
letting Indiana call on a nationwide aid compact should the 
upcoming eclipse stress the state’s emergency response sys-
tems.

Indiana expects hundreds of thousands of visitors for the 
April 8 event, plus plenty of in-state travel.

Officials anticipate “widespread and significant impact” 
on Indiana’s “critical infrastructure systems,” including for 
communication, emergency response and transportation, 
according to the order.

Holcomb said that could cause a “technological or other 
emergency.” His disaster emergency order lets the Indiana 
Department of Homeland Security “enlist the support” of 
members of the nationwide Emergency Management Assis-
tance Compact to “ensure statewide preparedness.”

The EMAC, dubbed the “nation’s all-hazards mutual aid 
system,” has been ratified by all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia and a variety of American territories, according to 
its website.

The order also authorizes DHS’ leader to coordinate any 
needed assistance with other local, state and federal agen-
cies.

The order is immediately effective and ends April 9.
Holcomb and state lawmakers have previously clashed 

over such orders. He repeatedly renewed a statewide 
disaster declaration during the pandemic with little push-
back from lawmakers, who convened multiple times dur-
ing the statewide emergency. But they’ve held a grudge, 
approving new restrictions four years after the fact this 
session.

A total solar eclipse occurs when the moon passes 
between the sun and Earth, and completely blocks the face 
of the much larger sun. Hoosiers won’t be in another total 
solar eclipse’s path of totality until 2099.
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Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, March 29, the 
89th day of 2024. There are 277 days 
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: 
On March 29, 1973, the last United 
States combat troops left South Viet-
nam, ending America’s direct military 
involvement in the Vietnam War.

On this date:
In 1861, President Abraham Lin-

coln ordered plans for a relief expe-
dition to sail to South Carolina’s Fort 

Sumter, which was still in the hands 
of Union forces despite repeated 
demands by the Confederacy that it be 
turned over.

In 1867, Britain’s Parliament 
passed, and Queen Victoria signed, 
the British North America Act creat-
ing the Dominion of Canada, which 
came into being the following July.

In 1943, World War II rationing of 
meat, fats and cheese began, limiting 
consumers to store purchases of an 
average of about two pounds a week 

for beef, pork, lamb and mutton using 
a coupon system.

In 1951, Julius and Ethel Rosen-
berg were convicted in New York of 
conspiracy to commit espionage for 
the Soviet Union. (They were execut-
ed in June 1953.)

In 1974, eight Ohio National 
Guardsmen were indicted on federal 
charges stemming from the shooting 
deaths of four students at Kent State 
University. (The charges were later 
dismissed.)
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Trump lawfare: The next stage begins
Donald Trump was first indicted nearly a year ago, 

on April 4, 2023, when Manhattan District Attorney 
Alvin Bragg announced charges against the former 
president over a nondisclosure agreement Trump 
used to buy the silence of porn actress Stormy Dan-
iels, with whom he had apparently had a brief sexual 
encounter. Bragg, an elected Democrat, won office 
by promising to go after Trump, and go after Trump 
he did. 

Resurrecting an allegation that more responsible 
law enforcement agencies had declined to prosecute, 
Bragg came up with 34 felony counts against Trump, 
each of which carried a maximum sentence of four 
years in prison, which theoretically would result in 
134 years behind bars for the former president. On 
Monday, Judge Juan Merchan announced that the 
trial will begin April 15.

The indictment was weak in a variety of ways. 
First, the main charge, that Trump falsified business 
records in 2016, was a misdemeanor with a two-year 
statute of limitations. Even if Bragg could somehow 
jack the charges into a felony, which carries a five-
year statute of limitations, the time in which Trump 
could be charged had passed. 

But wait — during the pandemic, when courts 
virtually shut down, New York, in a one-time-only 
move, extended its statute of limitations to six years, 
which allowed Bragg to get the Trump charges in 
right under the wire. 

But only if he could charge Trump with a felony. 
So Bragg contended that Trump committed the 
misdemeanor of falsifying records in the act of com-
mitting another crime, which elevated the falsifica-
tion charge to a felony. The problem was, Bragg 
has never clearly said what the other crime was. He 
appears to be relying on a dubious theory that Trump 
violated federal election law — a theory that didn’t 
work when the feds used it against John Edwards — 
which Bragg, as a local prosecutor, does not have the 
authority to enforce.

Those are the legal defects of the case. Then there 
is its political import, which is heading into a new 
phase.

Before April 4, 2023, nobody knew how being 
indicted might affect Trump’s candidacy for the 
Republican presidential nomination. Back then, 
Trump led GOP challenger Ron DeSantis by around 
15 points. After Bragg’s indictment, Trump’s support 
shot up and DeSantis’ support trended downward. A 
15-point lead became a 30-point lead.

Subsequent indictments have either further 
increased Trump’s support among Republican pri-
mary voters or had no effect at all. Those voters have 
processed the whole indictment issue, and many have 

come to the conclusion that the charges 
are politically motivated attacks by elected 
Democrats, like Bragg or Fulton County, 
Georgia, District Attorney Fani Willis, or 
by the special counsel chosen by the Biden 
administration, Jack Smith. 

In all, Trump, now the presumptive 
Republican nominee, is in a stronger place 
politically than he was before he was first 
indicted. As he said in an interview recently, 
“Who would have thought that?”

Now the indictments, or at least one 
indictment, will turn into a trial. A deep-
blue Manhattan jury is likely to convict 
Trump on at least some of the charges. 
What might happen then?

That is the prospect that raises Democratic hopes, 
at least for now. They have seen a number of polls 
that show some portion of voters who are now open 
to voting for Trump say that they would not vote for 
him if he were a convicted felon. 

From a campaign standpoint, that is the great 
promise of the Bragg indictment. It can turn Trump 
into a convicted felon before the election, even as the 
other criminal cases against Trump sputter with delay 
after delay. Bragg, some Democrats believe, could 
have the power to turn voters in Biden’s direction.

Or perhaps not. There is another Trump convic-
tion political scenario. Back when Bragg indicted the 
former president, some Democrats were uncomfort-
able with the fact that the first of several anticipated 
indictments against Trump was also the weakest 
case. Democrats know as well as anyone else that 
Bragg’s case is a bad one, and some worried that by 
going first, the weakest case would cause some vot-
ers to dismiss all the Trump prosecutions as weak and 
politically motivated.

Now, what if the effect of a conviction in the 
Bragg case is to diminish the prosecution, and not the 
defendant? And then, by extension, to diminish all of 
the prosecutions against Trump? Not in the eyes of 
the Democratic base or many in the media, of course 
— nothing would diminish their opposition to Trump 
— but in the eyes of voters who might seriously be 
considering voting for Trump as the better of the 
binary choice with Biden.

I am not saying that will happen. But I am saying 
that so far, the Democratic lawfare campaign against 
Trump has had some unintended consequences, and 
there is no reason to believe that, once a trial begins, 
everything will finally start going according to the 
Democratic plan. There could be more surprises to 
come.
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The Week That Was - a look back through cartoonists’ eyes...

The House GOP majority 
that keeps shrinking

Democrats are lapping Republicans in this year’s 
election fund-raising, and could that be because GOP 
donors are wondering what they get for their money? 
Donors, both small-dollar and large, helped Republi-
cans retake the House in 2022, and all they’ve received 
in return is a majority that revels in operating like a 
functional minority.

Soon it may not 
even be a majority 
at all. Wisconsin 
Rep. Mike Gallagh-
er, one of the GOP’s 
best Members, has 
announced that he’s 
resigning from the 
House on April 19. 
Colorado Rep. Ken 
Buck’s last day was March 22. You can criticize both 
for leaving early, but who can blame anyone sane for 
wanting to do something more useful with his life than 
serving in this House of horribles?

Their departures take the GOP majority down to 
217-213, which means the party is a heart attack and 
absences or flipped votes away from putting Demo-
cratic leader Hakeem Jeffries in charge. In some sense 
Mr. Jeffries already is in charge. Speaker Mike John-
son can’t pass legislation the usual way through the 
Rules Committee and then onto the floor with a simple 
majority. Every sensible majority that wants to govern 
packs the Rules Committee with Speaker loyalists. Not 
this crowd.

The anti-governing wing of the House GOP insisted 
on three of their own for Rules as one price of voting 
for Kevin McCarthy as Speaker in January 2023. They 
refuse to vote for Mr. Johnson’s inevitable compro-
mises with Senate Democrats, so Mr. Johnson has to 
move legislation via the suspension calendar, which 
requires a two-thirds vote to pass anything. This means 
he needs Democratic votes, and a lot of them, because 
Republicans prefer to make futile gestures of opposi-
tion rather than vote to fund the government.

The practical effect is to reduce Republican leverage 
in a divided government and make it harder to achieve 
conservative policy victories. But then the same Mem-
bers who undercut the majority boast on the House 
floor and social media that they are the only honest 
conservatives in Washington. They’re posers masquer-
ading as principled, and they’re treating the voters at 
home like rubes.

Georgia Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene’s motion 
Friday to oust Mr. Johnson as Speaker exposes the 
deception behind the coup against Mr. McCarthy. After 
we criticized that October coup as destructive and 
self-serving, Florida Rep. Matt Gaetz wrote us a letter 
saying that in electing Mr. Johnson the GOP now had a 
real conservative as leader.

So what’s wrong with Mr. Johnson now? Apparently 
because he’s not willing to indulge kamikaze acts like 
shutting down the government, Mr. Johnson is a sellout 
too.

Conservatives have long had a strong anti-Washing-
ton impulse, which is useful given the federal gov-
ernment’s relentless drive to expand its own power. 
But breaking that drive, and rolling back that power, 
requires calculation and often incremental gains. All 
the more so in a divided government.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 
Distributed by The Associated Press



BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

CRANKSHAFT

CROSSWORD By Eugene ShefferBUY IT
SELL IT
RENT IT
FIND IT
FILL IT
GET IT
    DO IT
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

!
Place Your Ad 24/7/365!
www.news-banner.com

Mismatched marriage mindsets
Dear Annie: I’m having an issue 

with my partner of six years, “Alex.” I 
love him deeply, and he’s a truly amaz-
ing guy. But we have different views on 
marriage.

I’ve always dreamed of having a tra-
ditional wedding and starting a family. 
I think weddings are a beautiful way to 
show your commitment to each other. 
Alex, on the other hand, is hesitant 
about marriage due to his parents’ messy 
divorce.

How do I navigate this situation 
without sacrificing my own desires or 
pressuring Alex into something he’s not 
ready for? I want to respect his feelings 
while still honoring my own values. 
Any advice on finding common ground 
would be appreciated. — Torn Between 
Traditions 

Dear Torn: Navigating differing 
views on marriage can be tricky, but 
communication is key. Sit down with 
Alex and have an open, honest con-
versation about your desires and your 
concerns. Listen to his perspective, too; 
what are his fears, exactly? Is there a 
way for him to overcome them?

Understanding where he’s coming 
from might help you both find common 
ground. Maybe there’s a compromise 
where you can honor your desire for 
commitment without the pressure of a 
traditional wedding. A couples coun-
selor can help you two find common 
ground and create a plan for the future. 

Dear Annie: I believe a family mem-
ber of mine may have an untreated 
personality disorder. She either loves 
or hates people, but that can flip in an 
instant. She is vindictive and punishes 
people for even a perceived slight. Her 
punishment can be extremely cruel and 
calculated. She often dreams up ways 
to emotionally devastate people. She 
constantly has conflict at work and has 
no friends, yet she is extremely needy 
to those she feels close to. She and her 
spouse are verbally abusive toward each 
other and talk terribly about each other 
behind the other’s back.

It’s emotionally exhausting to be 
around, but I grew up with her. She 

was essentially 
abandoned by her 
parents and our 
extended family 
took her in. We are 
a very tight-knit 
immigrant family.

She recent-
ly  phys ica l ly 
attacked me. It 
was the last straw. 
I ceased contact. 
However,  she 
reached out to 
make amends and apologized, blaming 
her behavior on stress at work. Unfortu-
nately, I was duped. She’s up to her old 
tricks, and she can be just as nasty and 
hateful as ever.

We are both “expected,” like a typical 
tight immigrant family, to attend events 
together frequently. What can I do to 
keep from falling into this old habit of 
getting sucked into her whirlwind? Do 
I need to cease contact from my entire 
family to get away from her? Many 
in our family don’t like her, but it is an 
unwritten rule that you don’t turn your 
back on family no matter how badly 
they behave. — Tired of the Whirlwind

Dear Tired: What a toxic whirlwind 
you’re in, indeed. I’m sorry you’re 
experiencing both emotional and now 
physical abuse from this woman, both of 
which are unacceptable. 

Cutting off all contact with your 
whole family seems both drastic and 
unnecessary; it’s unfair to you to let go 
of the loving and supportive people in 
your life just to avoid one bad seed. Start 
by setting boundaries; it’s OK to decline 
invites to functions where you know she 
and her spouse will be in attendance. 
When seeing them is unavoidable, keep 
your interactions with them very brief. 
This woman clearly has deep-seated 
issues, and you can’t fix them for her. 
Instead, focus on protecting your inner 
peace and not getting wrapped up in her 
drama. 

Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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by Annie Lane

D I V E R S I O N S FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 2024 • The News-Banner • Page 5

The LOCKHORNS
Hate knows no 
bounds. It is in 

motion at every level.
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
< Movie Creflo 

Dollar 
Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Jewish 
Jesus 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Truths 
That 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

NCAA Men's Regional Semifinal: Teams TBA College basketball 
teams vie for the national championship. (L) (N) 

NCAA Men's Regional Semifinal: Teams TBA College basketball 
teams vie for the national championship. (L) (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) 
Colbert (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii Five-0 "He Kane 
Hewa'ole" 

Hawaii Five-0 "Kai e'e" Bull "Bounty" Bull "The Good One" Bull "When the Rains 
Came" 

Bull "Pillar of Salt" Bull "Labor Days" Bull "Fantastica 
Voyage" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Shark Tank 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive 
newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. (N)

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Password "Chance the 
Rapper & Jimmy Fallon" 

Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Sold-
Y Locks" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Penn "Magicians Like to 

Spoon" (N) 
Animals 
(N) 

Funny Kids
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
My Grandparents' War 
"Carey Mulligan" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 (N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

American Masters "Moynihan" The life of long-
serving Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.). (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
My Grandparents' War 
"Carey Mulligan" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

American Masters "Moynihan" The life of long-
serving Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.). (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy (:05) Grey's Anatomy (:05) Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) <++ Venom (‘18) Tom Hardy. <+++ Guardians of the Galaxy (‘14) Chris Pratt. Spermworld (N) Spermworld

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:00) <+++ A League of Their Own (‘92, Com.-
Dra) Geena Davis, Madonna, Tom Hanks. 

<+++ Pitch Perfect (2012, Romance) Skylar Astin, Rebel 
Wilson, Anna Kendrick. 

<+++ Pitch Perfect (2012, Romance) Skylar Astin, Rebel 
Wilson, Anna Kendrick. 

<++ The High Note 
(‘20) Dakota Johnson. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

< Movie <++ The Mummy (1999, Adventure) Rachel Weisz, John 
Hannah, Brendan Fraser. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
NCAA Women Women's college basketball teams 
vie for the NCAA Tournament title. (L) (N) 

NCAA 
Champ (N) 

NCAA Women Women's college basketball teams 
vie for the NCAA Tournament title. (L) (N) 

NCAA 
Champ (N) 

NCAA Women Women's college basketball teams 
vie for the NCAA Tournament title. 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 Around (N) Pardon (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) NFL Live College Softball Texas at Oklahoma State (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) UFC Archival (N)

FSMW  33  418 671 
(3:30) British Basketball 
League 

Sports 
Stars 

Pregame
(L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Los Angeles Lakers at Indiana Pacers From 
Gainbridge Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. (L) (N) 

Postgame
(L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Los Angeles Lakers at Indiana 
Pacers From Gainbridge Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. 

United Fight Alliance 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(4:00) <++ Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of 
Dumbledore (‘22) Jude Law, Eddie Redmayne. 

<++ Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End (2007, Adventure) Orlando Bloom, Keira 
Knightley, Johnny Depp. 

<++ Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides (2011, 
Adventure) Penélope Cruz, Ian McShane, Johnny Depp. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Gold Rush WW "Gold 
Out of the Gate" 

Gold Rush: White 
Water "Trench Warfare"

Gold Rush: White 
Water "A Dying Wish" 

Gold Rush WW "The 
Legacy of Fred Hurt" (N) 

Backyard Gold "Big 
Dollar Beaches" (N) 

Gold "There's Gold in 
Them Thar Georgia Hills"

Gold Rush-Res. "For 
Love of Nuggets" 

Gold Rush WW "The 
Legacy of Fred Hurt" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Love & Translation Love "The Other Chica" 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé: Happily Ever After? (N) 90 Day (N) 90 Day "Tell All Part 2" 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained 
"Unnatural Nature" 

The UnXplained "The 
Truth About Bigfoot" 

The UnXplained
"Mysteries of the Moon"

The UnXplained "Signs 
of Alien Life" 

UnXplain "Glimpses of 
the Future" (N) 

(:05) UnXplained "The 
World Beneath Our Feet"

(:05) The UnXplained
"Unbreakable Codes" 

(:05) The UnXplained 
"Glimpses of the Future" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 First 48 "Chat Trap" First 48 "Tripped Out" The First 48 "Chopper" The First 48 The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) First 48 "Chopper" 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Love, Romance 
& Chocolate 

< Karen Kingsbury's Maggie's Christmas 
Miracle (‘17) Luke McFarlane, Jill Wagner. 

< A Godwink Christmas: Meant for Love (‘19)
Ben Hollingsworth, Kathie Lee Gifford, Cindy Busby.

< A Season for Family (2023, Romance) Stacey 
Farber, Benjamin Jacobson, Brendan Penny. 

< A Dash of Love (‘17) 
Jen Lilley. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:30) <++ S.W.A.T. 
(‘03) Samuel L. Jackson. 

<++ Mechanic: Resurrection (2016, Action)
Jessica Alba, Tommy Lee Jones, Jason Statham. 

<++ Mortal Kombat (1995, Action) Linden 
Ashby, Bridgette Wilson, Robin Shou. 

<+ Mortal Kombat Annihilation (1997, Action)
Talisa Soto, James Remar, Robin Shou. 

Resident Alien "Here 
Comes My Baby" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang NCAA Tip-Off (L) (N) NCAA Men's Regional Semifinal: Teams TBA (L) (N) NCAA Men's Regional Semifinal: Teams TBA (L) (N) Inside (N) 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:30) <+++ Kong: Skull Island (‘17, Adventure)
Samuel L. Jackson, Brie Larson, Tom Hiddleston. 

<+++ Transformers (2007, Action) Tyrese Gibson, Josh Duhamel, Shia 
LaBeouf. 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

<++ Den of Thieves (2018, Thriller) Pablo 
Schreiber, O'Shea Jackson Jr., Gerard Butler. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+++ Moneyball (2011, Drama) Jonah Hill, Philip Seymour Hoffman, Brad 
Pitt. 

<+++ True Lies (1994, Action) Jamie Lee Curtis, Tom Arnold, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

<+++ First Blood (1982, Action) Richard Crenna, 
Brian Dennehy, Sylvester Stallone. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office <++ We're the Millers (‘13) Jennifer Aniston. 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
Greatest Races: NASCAR 2008: Richmond From May 3, 2008. PokerStars PCA 2023 

Main Event - Part 5 
PokerStars PCA 2023 
Main Event - Part 6 (N) 

TMZ 
Sports 

TMZ 
Sports 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Law "License to Kill" Law "Dining Out" Law & Order "Sects" Mama June Mama June (N) Mama June Mama June Mama June

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules (:15) The Valley (:15) The Valley (:15) Summer House Movie 
NICK  68  170 299 (4:00) Spong.. Rock Paper SpongeBob SpongeBob <++ Sonic the Hedgehog (‘20) Jim Carrey, James Marsden. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Hamster & Hamster & Kiff Kiff Kiff Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Big City Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy The 700 Club The 

Simpsons 
The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:15) To Be Announced (:15) 

Enthusiasm 
(:50) The Regime
"Midnight Feast" 

(:50) <++ The Expendables 3 (2014, Action) Jason Statham,
Antonio Banderas, Sylvester Stallone. 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (L) (N) 

Jerrod Car
(N) 

(:35) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

(:35) Jerrod 
Carmichael 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:15) <++ 
Leatherheads 

(:10) < Luce (2019, Drama) Octavia Spencer, Kelvin 
Harrison Jr., Naomi Watts. 

<+++ Straight Outta Compton (2015, Drama) Corey 
Hawkins, Jason Mitchell, O'Shea Jackson Jr.. 

(:25) <+++ Hustle & Flow (‘05)
Anthony Anderson, Terrence Howard. 

(:25) <++ Barbershop 
(‘02) Ice Cube. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(3:00) < 
Gladiator 

(:35) <++ 13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of Benghazi (2016, 
War) John Krasinski, Max Martini, James Badge Dale. 

<+++ The Wolf of Wall Street (2013, Comedy Drama) Jonah Hill, Margot 
Robbie, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

< Guns Akimbo (‘19) Samara 
Weaving, Daniel Radcliffe. 

(:45) < The 
Machinist 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:35) <+++ Hamburger Hill (‘87) 
Michael Boatman, Anthony Barrile. 

< Vindicta (2023, Thriller) Jeremy 
Piven, Sean Astin, Elena Kampouris. 

<+ Mafia Mamma (‘23) Monica 
Bellucci, Toni Collette. 

(:45) <+++ Confess, Fletch (2022, Comedy) Kyle 
MacLachlan, Marcia Gay Harden, Jon Hamm. 

(:25) <++ Clerks II (‘06) Brian 
O'Halloran, Rosario Dawson. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: Our society 
has become self-absorbed 
and filled with injustice. 
Hateful people are given 
enormous platforms by 
the media to spew their 
venom. Is this a sign of the 
times? – H.P.

Answer: Hate knows 
no bounds. It is in motion 
at every level. Looking 
out for number one has 
become the goal of many. 
To make good, they kick 
anyone who threatens their 
way of life, no matter how 
dark.

One of the reasons 
hatred abounds all over the 
world stems from jealou-
sy. Satan’s hatred of God 
was due to jealousy. At no 
time in history was hatred 
on display more than dur-
ing the time of Jesus on 
Earth. Herod hated Him 

because of fear that the 
baby Jesus would some-
day become King. Herod 
caused the slaughter of 
infant children in and 
around the village of Beth-
lehem so that the prophecy 
would not come to pass — 
that He came to seek and 
to save the lost.

We are living in a world 
that hates. We have even 
seen violence prompted 
by hatred within church 
buildings. Hatred is car-
ried out against those who 
desire more than anything 
to preach the love of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and 
demonstrate compassion 
for those who suffer.

Hatred is a social can-
cer, which gnaws at the 
vitals of our people. It 
threatens the freedom of 
worshiping Jesus Christ as 

witnessed on every conti-
nent. Hatred is rampant — 
a sign of the depravity of 
the human race. The Bible 
teaches hatred is sin.

The Bible also teaches 
that God is a God of love 
(see 1 John 4:8). Love is a 
basic part of God’s nature. 
Whoever you are, what-
ever your circumstances 
— God loves you and He 
is waiting for you to come 
to Him in repentance of 
sin. Rejection of Christ is 
hatred of Him. Say an eter-
nal yes to Christ and make 
Him the Lord of your life.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

Marion Wells
Service Consultant

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

UTV

Motorcycle 
Sound 
Systems

Marine

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

HIDAY CHRYSLER

*OHTSU, Kelly, Laufenn, Uniroyal, Toyo medium truck, Mickey Thompson specialty, truck, street & drag tires are excluded. Not compatible with the 
Tire Price Match Guarantee. See Service Advisor for details on separate Michelin® & BFGoodrich® promotional o� ers. O� er valid 3/1/2024-4/30/2024

FRIDAY, MARCH 29
BASEBALL: Norwell at Brownstown Cen-

tral, 1 p.m. and vs. Evansville Central at 
Bloomington South High School, 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
BASEBALL: Norwell at Edgewood, 12:30 p.m.
MONDAY, APRIL 1
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, APRIL 2
BASEBALL: Norwell at South Adams, 5 

p.m.; Bluffton at New Haven, 5 p.m.; South-
ern Wells at Oak Hill, 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Eastbrook, 5:30 p.m.
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Eastbrook at 

Bluffton. 5:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3
SOFTBALL: Norwell at Southern Wells, 5 

p.m.; Bellmont at Bluffton, 5 p.m.
TRACK & FIELD: Eastbrook at Bluffton, 

5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, APRIL 4

BASEBALL: Bluffton at Blackford, 5 p.m.; 
Southern Wells at Liberty Christian, 5 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: Norwell at Bluffton, 4:30 
p.m.

SOFTBALL: Eastbrook at Norwell 5:30 p.m.
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Southern Wells/

Madison-Grant at Daleville Invite, 5 p.m.
FRIDAY, APRIL 5
BASEBALL: Eastbrook at Norwell, 5 p.m.; 

Bluffton at Howard County Invitational vs. 
Rossville at Northwestern High School, 7:30 
a.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Eastbrook, 5 p.m.
SATURDAY,  APRIL 6
BASEBALL: Bluffton at Howard County 

Invitational vs. TBD, 10 a.m.; Wes-Del at 
Southern Wells, 10 a.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at Central Noble, 12 
p.m.; Southern Wells at Winchester, 11 a.m.

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Southern Wells 
at Muncie Burris Owl Invite, 10 a.m.

High School Calendar

Norwell girls’ basketball coach Eric 
Thornton was awarded the District 1 
Bob King Coach of the Year by the 

IBCA on Thurs-
day.

He was one 
of three coaches 
honored by the 
IBCA, including 
Danville’s Kaley 
May and Lanes-
v i l l e ’s  A n g i e 
Hinton. This is 
the second time 
Thornton has won 
the award, the first 

dating back to his 
2011-12 season.

Thornton recently led the Knights 
back to the state final for the first time 

since 1977, compiling a 23-5 record and 
state runner-up in his 27th season.

This season, Thornton won the 
Northeast 8 Conference and racked up 
his 12th sectional championship trophy, 
his fourth regional and first semi-state 
crown.

The Coach of the Year award honors 
Bob King, who was the executive direc-
tor for the IBCA for 10 years. He was 
inducted to the Indiana Basketball Hall 
of Fame in 1986 after coaching Sacred 
Heart and Southridge, then serving the 
Purdue University athletic department. It 
has been awarded every year since 1972 
for both the girls and boys.

Thornton will be recognized and 
receive a plaque for this achievement at 
the 2024 IBCA Clinic on April 25-26 at 
Mt. Vernon High School.

Norwell coach Eric Thornton 
named Bob King IBCA Coach 
of the Year award winner

Eric Thornton

By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer

DETROIT (AP) — Cavaliers owner Dan 
Gilbert believes All-Star guard Donovan 
Mitchell will sign a long-term contract to 
chase an NBA championship with Cleve-
land.

“We’ve been talking to him, sure, for the 
last couple of years about extending this 
contract,” Gilbert said Thursday in an inter-
view with The Associated Press. “We think 
he will extend. I think if you listen to him 
talk, he loves the city.

“He loves the situation in Cleveland 
because our players are very young and 
we’re just kind of putting the core together 
that he’s clearly the biggest part of.”

Mitchell signed a five-year, $163 mil-
lion contract in 2020 with Utah and is under 
contract through the 2026 season. Based on 
the NBA’s collective bargaining agreement, 
Mitchell is eligible to sign a four-year exten-
sion worth up to roughly $200 million this 
summer.

Cleveland acquired him in a blockbuster 
trade shortly before the 2022-23 season. The 
team viewed him as perhaps the final piece 
to contend for an NBA championship by 
leading young stars Darius Garland, Evan 
Mobley and Jarrett Allen.

The 27-year-old Mitchell is averaging a 
team-high 27.4 points along with 6.1 assists 
and 5.3 rebounds while also leading Cavs 
off the court. However, he has been lim-
ited to 49 games due to injuries and hasn’t 
played since March 16.

Mitchell missed his sixth straight game 
Wednesday night, a disappointing loss to 
lowly Charlotte, dropping the Cavs to 11-13 
without him. He may return this week. The 
Cavs host Philadelphia on Friday.

Mitchell has often stated he likes play-

ing in Cleveland and sees potential in a team 
with flaws but plenty of promise.

Cleveland returned to the playoffs a year 
ago, but the Cavs were eliminated in the 
first round by the New York Knicks in five 
games. Adding to the defeat is that it came 
against the team Mitchell grew up rooting 
for and with whom he’s been long linked.

Of course, the Cavs have gone down this 
path before with LeBron James, who left as 
a free agent in 2010 before returning after 
four seasons in Miami to lead Cleveland to 
the 2016 title — the first major champion-
ship for a Cleveland team since 1964.

Despite a rash of injuries to key play-
ers, the Cavs (44-29) have managed to stay 
among the East’s top teams. But a recent 
slide has put them fourth in the stand-
ings and they’re currently fourth, just 3 1/2 
games out of a play-in spot with a rough 
schedule ahead.

Gilbert has been pleased with the team 
overall and praised coach J.B. Bickerstaff, 
who has been publicly criticized.

“We really compete with pretty much 
anybody in the East,” Gilbert said, sitting 
in Gilly’s Clubhouse and Rooftop in down-
town Detroit, a venture inspired by his late 
son, Nick Gilbert.

“Boston has taken a huge lead, best team 
in the league. But if you look at the second, 
third, fourth seed and look at us, we can 
compete with anybody and we’ve proven 
that during the season.”

Gilbert, who built much of his fortune 
through Detroit-based Rocket Mortgage, 
acquired the Cavaliers from Gordon Gund 
in 2005 for a reported $375 million. Nearly 
three years ago, he bought Gund’s remain-
ing 15% minority share in the franchise.

The 62-year-old Gilbert had a stroke in 
2019.

By ANDREW 
SELIGMAN 

AP Sports Writer
CHICAGO (AP) — Tarik Skubal 

acknowledged feeling some jitters leading 
up to his first opening-day start. Once he 
stepped on the mound, they all seemed to go 
away.

Skubal pitched six innings of three-
hit ball and the Detroit Tigers kicked off a 
promising season on a winning note, beating 
the Chicago White Sox 1-0 on Thursday.

Skubal and three relievers combined to 
retire the final 17 batters. The White Sox did 
not advance past first base and wasted a ter-
rific start by Garrett Crochet.

Javier Báez singled and scored on Andy 
Ibáñez’s sacrifice fly in the third. The Tigers 
finished with six hits.

Skubal (1-0) picked up right where he 
left off last year. The 27-year-old left-hander 
struck out six without a walk, after going 
4-0 with a 0.90 ERA in his final five outings 
a year ago.

Skubal also made his major league debut 
for Detroit at Guaranteed Rate Field in 
2020, with no fans in attendance because 
of the pandemic. Though he has pitched in 
Chicago a few times since then, he called it 
a “full circle” moment for him.

“To come back and be able to start open-

ing day kind of makes up for that in a way,” 
he said.

A dominant start made it that much 
sweeter.

“He knows what he’s got,” Báez said. 
“He really worked hard for it. I think he can 
win a Cy Young if we’ve got a good plan, 
which we do.”

Shelby Miller pitched a perfect seventh. 
Andrew Chafin got four outs before Jason 
Foley earned the save by striking out Yoán 
Moncada and Luis Robert Jr.

Crochet (0-1) tossed six sparkling innings 
in his first professional start, allowing five 
hits. The 24-year-old left-hander struck out 
eight and walked none.

Crochet, who has 72 career relief appear-
ances for the White Sox, got the nod for the 
opener after former ace Dylan Cease was 
traded to San Diego two weeks ago.

“I’ve been in the big moment before — 
nothing, obviously, as great as this,” Crochet 
said. “But it was nice to just give my team a 
fighting chance. I felt like as long as I was 
doing that, I was able to keep my emotions 
under control.”

Deivi García worked the seventh. Michael 
Kopech pitched out of a bases-loaded jam in 
the eighth when he struck out Matt Vierling. 
But the White Sox opened on a familiar note 
coming off a 101-loss season.

Cavaliers’ owner Dan Gilbert 
believes guard Donovan Mitchell 
will sign long-term extension

Tarik Skubal leads Tigers to 
Opening Day win over White Sox

Opening Day recap: Reds rout 
Nationals, Cardinals fall to Dodgers

Cincinnati 8, Washington 2
CINCINNATI (AP) — Nick Martini said 

he felt a jolt in the Reds’ opening day crowd 
when he lined his second homer of the after-
noon 405 feet into the right-field stands.

The 33-year-old was in the lineup bat-
ting eighth as the designated hitter, the first 
opening-day start of his big league career. 
He responded with a two-run homer in 
the second inning and a three-run drive 
in the third as Cincinnati cruised to an 8-2 
win over the Washington Nationals 8-2 on 
Thursday.

“I know it’s only one game, but it feels 
good in front of that many fans and the 
city,” said Martini, the first Reds player to 
hit two homers on opening day since Adam 
Dunn in 2007. “I kind of felt it, especially 
after the second one. I kind of just felt how 
loud it got. It was just awesome.”

Frankie Montas pitched six shutout 

innings in his Cincinnati debut.
Montas (1-0) joined with Reds with a 

$16 million, one-year deal as a free agent 
and the 31-year-old right-hander allowed 
four hits in six innings, striking out four and 
walking none in his 100th career start. He 
had labrum surgery last Feb. 21 while with 
the New York Yankees and made his only 
big league appearance of the year on Sept. 
30.

“I was just trying to go out there and have 
fun and just put in a good performance,” 
Montas said. “I know what I can do when 
I’m healthy. People know what I can do 
when I’m healthy. This is a healthy Frankie 
Montas. This is a healthy version of me. So 
I’m just trying to enjoy every part of it.”

Martini is playing with his fourth major 
league team since 2018 and got the oppor-
tunity Thursday because of spring training 

(Continued on Page 7)

By JIM VERTUNO 
AP Sports Writer

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Five races into NASCAR’s 
2024 season and Ford is in a funk.

Make no mistake, the Ford cars have been fast, just not 
quite fast enough to produce any wins yet. At the race in 
Atlanta, the razor-thin margins at the finish meant 0.003 sec-
onds was the difference between first and third.

But winning is what counts the most and Ford drivers 
are searching for answers to break the drought as NASCAR 
holds its first road race of the season Sunday at the Circuit 
of the Americas.

“Been close to a couple of (wins),” said last season’s Cup 
series champion Ryan Blaney, who just missed out on the 
victory in Atlanta and has three top-five finishes. “I don’t 
really get into panic mode too easily. Just understand it is a 
long year.”

A Ford win in Austin would seem like a long shot in 
NASCAR’s fourth run on a track built for Formula One. 
Road course specialists Tyler Reddick (Toyota), New Zea-
land’s Shane van Gisbergen (Chevrolet) and Chase Elliott 
(Chevrolet) rate among the race favorites.

Chevrolet has three wins and Toyota has two this season, 
as Ford teams and drivers try to understand the nuances of 
the Mustang Dark Horse body style that was supposed to 
provide better handling and aerodynamics.

No Ford driver qualified in the top 10 for Sunday’s race. 
And while it’s still early, Ford drivers make up just three of 
the 16 available Cup playoff spots. Blaney tops that short 
list at fourth.

Ford drivers point to some solid statistics, even if the 
major results are lacking.

“I know it doesn’t look good on paper when you say that 
we haven’t had a Ford in Victory Lane yet,” said RFK Rac-
ing driver Chris Buescher, who is currently 14th in the Cup 
standings.

“Look at our year and how competitive we’ve been. 
We’ve been able to lead in four of the five races at some 
point. And when we didn’t lead any laps, we finished sec-
ond. So to me, we’ve been very good. We’ve certainly had a 
little bit of rough luck,” Buescher said.

Ford still winless in 
2024 through 5 races

Heim’s 10th inning RBI walks 
off the Cubs on Opening Day

By STEPHEN 
HAWKINS 

AP Baseball Writer
Jonah Heim hit a 

game-ending RBI single 
with two outs in the 10th 
inning as the World Series 
champion Texas Rangers 
opened the season with a 
4-3 win over the Chicago 
Cubs on Thursday night.

Adolis García and 
Travis Jankowski hom-
ered for the Rangers, who 
unfurled the franchise’s first World Series 
championship banner from the rafters high 
above right field before the dramatic victory.

Drew Smyly, the Cubs’ seventh pitcher, 
walked two to load the bases before Heim 
lined a sharp hit into right-center field and 
was mobbed by his teammates.

Jankowski led off the ninth with a tying 
pinch-hit homer after Chicago went ahead on 
a disputed play with two outs in the top half 
of the inning involving All-Star catcher Heim.

Michael Busch scored from second base 
on what Heim thought was a foul tip — and 
appeared to be on slow-motion replays, 
though that kind of play isn’t subject to 
video review. José Leclerc, who had walked 
Busch, was charged with a wild pitch.

David Robertson, the veteran reliever 
Texas signed in free agency, worked the 
10th for the win.

Cubs left-hander Justin Steele struck out 
six in his first career opening-day start before 
exiting with left hamstring tightness with 
two outs in the fifth inning. The first-time 

All-Star last year, when he 
was 15-6 with a 3.06 ERA, 
got hurt while fielding a 
sacrifice bunt.

Nathan Eovaldi, the win-
ner in World Series Game 
5 at Arizona last Nov. 1 
that clinched Texas’ first 
championship, allowed two 
runs over six innings in the 
opener.

Texas had rookies Wyatt 
Langford and Evan Carter in 
the lineup with all six of its 

All-Stars from last season, including Eovaldi. 
Carter made his debut at the end of last sea-
son, while Langford was the designated hitter 
and the first Rangers position player to make 
his MLB debut by starting on opening day 
since former shortstop Elvis Andrus in 2009.

Langford, the fourth overall pick in last 
summer’s amateur draft, hit a tying sacrifice 
fly in the fourth. His first big league hit was 
an infield single right after Garcia homered 
in the sixth.

A month after slugger Cody Bellinger 
signed an $80 million, three-year contract to 
stay with the Cubs, though he does have an 
opt-out after this season, the 2019 NL MVP 
hit an RBI double to put Chicago up 2-1 in 
the sixth.

The Cubs played their first game with 
Craig Counsell as the big league’s highest-
paid manager at five years worth more than 
$40 million. His contract with budget-con-
scious Milwaukee had expired after three 
NL Central titles and five playoff appear-
ances the past six years.
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SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

PRECISION LAND MAN-

AGEMENT

Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition
Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West
Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to
prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by April 20,
2024.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Wanted to Buy
WANTED : ANTIQUES & OLD
TOYS Cash Paid for old toys!
Gi Joe, Transformers, Tin toys,
Robots, Pressed Steel Cars/
trucks, Action Figures, An-
tiques of all kinds, etc. Search-
ing for attics, basements,
barns, etc to go through. Call
or Text! 260-223-8083

Receive a free 
garage sale kit 
when placing a 
three day line 
classified ad.

Lottery Numbers

Public Notices
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Go to
classifieds.news-banner.com 
to place your ad today!

MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of Sandra McCay and oth-
ers, seller. 2007 Dodge Caliber SXT sedan, 1999 Ford F250 with dump bed, 2013 
12’ utility trailer, primitives, Turn of the Century cast iron riding horse, quilts, large 
qty. of crocks, antique furniture, Fenton, Carnival and other glassware. Preview: 
March 21, March 28 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 816 S. 11th Street, Decatur, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING APRIL 4 STARTING AT 6 p.m. EST - Joann Groves, 
Anita Miller & Veda Ewart POA, owner. 6 p.m.: 2,132 sf, 4 bedroom, 1 bath, partial 
basement, 2-car attached garage, sitting on .4 acre city lot, South Adams Communi-
ty School, Wabash Township, Adams County. 6:30 p.m.: Furniture, household items, 
cast iron pans, lots of collectibles, dishes, Zippo lighters & more! Preview March 25, 
5-6 p.m., 230 High Street, Geneva. Pick up April 5, 1-5 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique Blue Bar and Grill (Formerly Stag 
Bar), seller. Ongoing needs. Outstanding collection of beer signs, neon signs, beer 
taps, collectibles, tools, much more. Preview: April 4 and April 11 from 3 p.m. to 6 
p.m., 205 W. Market St., Bluffton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., http://www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
APRIL 8-APRIL 15 - (Online Only Auction) - Fort Wayne Community Schools, 
seller. Excess needs of FWCS Transportation Department. Mechanic and shop 
equipment, shelving, computer monitors and electronics, office furniture, parts 
washer, air compressor, much more. Preview: April 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 6006 
Ardmore Ave., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.stef-

fengrp.com.
APRIL 9 - 6 p.m. - Michael & Shelley Mossburg, owners. Wells County Chamber 
of Commerce, 211 Water Street, Bluffton. Commercial real estate & land auction. 
Seven tracts to be sold in individual tracts or any combinations. Open house March 
26, 5-6 p.m. or by appointment, 1600 W. Washington St., Bluffton. Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
APRIL 12-APRIL 19 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of Dr. Hugh and Rhea 
Glidewell, seller. Huge jewelry and coin auction. Seven Rolex watches, fine dia-
mond rings, necklaces, earrings, 14ct, 18ct and 22ct gold jewelry, sterling silver jew-
elry, 350+ Invicta luxury watches, coin collection. Auction preview: April 14 from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 13-APRIL 20 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of Dr. Hugh and Rhea 
Glidewell, seller. Major personal property auction. 2008 Mercedes sedan, large 
quantity of high-end camera equipment, professional telescope, new high end his 
and her golf clubs and accessories, huge qty. of power and hand tools, modern fur-
niture, sterling silver flatware set, Smith and Wesson revolver, jewelers safes, much 
more. Auction preview: April 14 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, 
IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 20 - 10 a.m. - (Live Auction) - Marc and Valerie Hamman, seller. 6530 
S. 300 E., Hamilton, IN. Three lots adjacent to Hamilton Lake with 2 car 26’x28’ 
garage. This is the perfect property to build a new home, extra storage and parking. 
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

Public Sale Calendar

LEGAL NOTICE
INDIANA MICHIGAN POWER 

COMPANY
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

Public notice is hereby given to 
affected property owners pursuant 
to 170 IAC 4-9-4(f) that within two 
(2) to four (4) weeks of the date 
of this notice, weather permitting, 
vegetation management is to be 
performed by qualified utility line 
clearance tree workers on behalf 
of Indiana Michigan Power Com-
pany (I&M). This work is being 
performed in order to maintain 
and provide safe and reliable elec-
tric service. Vegetation manage-
ment will be performed along all 
or portions of the following circuit: 
Adams-Linn Grove.

This circuit is located within or 
near Berne, IN, and in the county 
of Adams and Wells. The work 
area is roughly bounded by these 
major roads:

	 North:  500 S
	 East:    400 W
	 South:  850 N
	 West:   100 E
I&M customers served by this 

circuit have been issued a letter 
and brochure from I&M regard-
ing vegetation management work. 
Property owners have been con-
tacted by a forestry planner, either 
in person or through a door card 
that explains the nature of work to 
be performed.  Specifics regarding 
vegetation management work on 
the property may be discussed at 
that time.

Work will begin on or about 
April 8, 2024. Customers or prop-
erty owners with questions about 
vegetation management in this 
area may contact I&M by calling 
1-800-311-4634 within two weeks 
of this notice.  The date this notice 
is published initiates the two (2) 
week period for calculating implied 
consent by an affected property 
owner under 170 IAC 4-9. Please 
be sure to mention this legal notice 
and the circuit name referenced 
above.

nb 3/29
hspaxlp

NOTICE
Annual meeting of the St. Paul 

Cemetery Association will be held 
Saturday, April 6 2024 at 10 a.m. at 
the Wells County Public Library. 

nb 3/29
hspaxlp

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

MOVING SALE March 29, 30,
31: 9-5. 1010 W Wabash St.
Furniture & antiques.
260-849-1844

911 S OAK ST HUGE
GARAGE SALE Five families,
Fri & Sat 8-5, 911 S. Oak St.
Lots of clothes, women &
mens. Name brands, Under
Armour, Adidas, Buckle and
Nike. Lots of bedding, lamps,
sterling silver jewelry, pictures,
shoes and lots of misc Apr. 03
8:00 AM-5:00 PM

GIGANTIC GARAGE SALE

April 4 & 5, 9-5, April 6, 9-2,
sack sale, Forgotten Children
Worldwide, 650 N. Main
Street, Bluffton. Avon col-
lectibles, gently used clothes
and shoes, toys, drop-leaf ta-
ble, bar stools, flower girl
dresses, luggage, crafts, home
decor, double bed frame, jew-
elry, much more. Sale spon-
sored by AdamsWells Internet.

ANNUAL MULTI FAMILY

garage sale, 614 Meadow
Lane, Ossian, Fri., March 29,-
Fri., April 5, 6 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat., April 6, 6 a.m.-?

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 877-930-
3271 (I)
DURACELL. THE #1 trusted 
battery brand now offering the 
M150 Portable Power Station. 
When fully charged the M150 
provides enough power to 
charge all your devices - lap-
tops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. Give 
the gift of portable power this 
holiday season - only $199. Go 
to portablepower.info/145. (I)

Help Wanted

FOOD SERVICE We are
looking for a Food Service
personnel to join our team. If
you enjoy cooking, managing
kitchen operations, and men-
toring team members, we
want to hear from you! For
full details, visit
www.canteenservices.com

BASKETBALL
High School

Boys’ Basketball State Final Satur-
day, March 30

1A
Bethesa Christian (23-7) vs. Fort 

Wayne Canterbury (18-9), 10:30 a.m.
2A

Brownstown Central (27-4) vs. 
Wapahani (26-2)

3A
Scottsburg (24-5) vs. South Bend St. 

Joseph (20-9), 6 p.m.
4A

Ben Davis (23-5) vs. Fishers (28-1), 
8:15 p.m.

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Thursday, Mar. 28
NCAA Tournament

UConn 82, San Diego St. 52
Clemson 77, Arizona 72

Women’s Basketball Scores
No Games

NBA
Wednesday’s Games

Charlotte 118, Cleveland 111
Golden State 101, Orlando 93
Brooklyn 122, Washington 119, OT
New York 145, Toronto 101
Atlanta 120, Portland 106
L.A. Clippers 108, Philadelphia 107
Minnesota 106, Detroit 91
Chicago 125, Indiana 99
L.A. Lakers 136, Memphis 124
Houston 132, Oklahoma City 126, 

OT
San Antonio 118, Utah 111
Phoenix 104, Denver 97

Thursday’s Games
Atlanta 123, Boston 122, OT
Milwaukee at New Orleans, 8 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Detroit at Washington, 7 p.m.
Golden State at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Orlando, 7 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
New York at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Portland at Miami, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Denver, 9 p.m.
Houston at Utah, 9:30 p.m.
Dallas at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Boston at New Orleans, 5 p.m.
Memphis at Orlando, 7 p.m.

Milwaukee at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Cleveland at Denver, 3:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Charlotte, 6 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Brooklyn, 6 p.m.
Miami at Washington, 6 p.m.
Philadelphia at Toronto, 6 p.m.
Chicago at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Houston, 7 p.m.
Golden State at San Antonio, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at New York, 7 p.m.
Utah at Sacramento, 9 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL.

Wednesday’s Games
Ottawa 6, Buffalo 2
Tampa Bay 3, Boston 1

Thursday’s Games
Ottawa 2, Chicago 0
Pittsburgh 3, Columbus 2
Toronto 5, Washington 1
N.Y. Islanders 3, Florida 2
Montreal 4, Philadelphia 1
Carolina 4, Detroit 0
St. Louis 5, Calgary 3
San Jose at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Vegas 4, Winnipeg 1
Los Angeles at Edmonton, late
N.Y. Rangers at Colorado, late
Anaheim at Seattle, late
Dallas at Vancouver, late
Nashville at Arizona, late

Friday’s Games
New Jersey at Buffalo, 7 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Detroit at Florida, 12:30 p.m.
Vegas at Minnesota, 3:30 p.m.
Anaheim at Edmonton, 4 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Arizona, 6 p.m.
Nashville at Colorado, 6 p.m.
Boston at Washington, 7 p.m.
Carolina at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Winnipeg, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
San Jose at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Los Angeles at Calgary, 10 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Anaheim at Vancouver, 3:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Wednesday’s Games

No games scheduled
Thursday’s Games

Baltimore 11, L.A. Angels 3
Detroit 1, Chicago White Sox 0
Minnesota 4, Kansas City 1
Toronto 8, Tampa Bay 2
N.Y. Yankees 5, Houston 4
Texas 4, Chicago Cubs 3
Cleveland at Oakland, late
Boston at Seattle, late

Friday’s Games
Toronto (Bassitt 0-0) at Tampa Bay 

(Civale 0-0), 6:50 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Rodón 0-0) at 

Houston (Javier 0-0), 8:10 p.m.
Boston (Pivetta 0-0) at Seattle 

(Kirby 0-0), 9:40 p.m.
Cleveland (Allen 0-0) at Oakland 

(Stripling 0-0), 9:40 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Detroit at Chicago White Sox, 
2:10 p.m.

L.A. Angels at Baltimore, 4:05 p.m.
Cleveland at Oakland, 4:07 p.m.
Minnesota at Kansas City, 4:10 

p.m.
Toronto at Tampa Bay, 4:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Texas, 7:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Houston, 7:15 

p.m.
Boston at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Wednesday’s Games

No games scheduled
Thursday’s Games

Cincinnati 8, Washington 2
L.A. Dodgers 7, St. Louis 1
San Diego 6, San Francisco 4
Pittsburgh 6, Miami 5, 12 innings
Texas 4, Chicago Cubs 3
Colorado at Arizona, late
Milwaukee at N.Y. Mets, ppd.
Atlanta at Philadelphia, ppd.

Friday’s Games
Milwaukee (Peralta 0-0) at N.Y. 

Mets (Quintana 0-0), 1:40 p.m.
Atlanta (Strider 0-0) at Philadel-

phia (Wheeler 0-0), 3:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Pérez 0-0) at Miami 

(Puk 0-0), 7:10 p.m.
Colorado (Quantrill 0-0) at Arizona 

(Kelly 0-0), 9:40 p.m.
San Francisco (Harrison 0-0) at 

San Diego (Musgrove 0-0), 9:40 p.m.
St. Louis (Thompson 0-0) at L.A. 

Dodgers (Miller 0-0), 10:10 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Milwaukee at N.Y. Mets, 1:40 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Miami, 4:10 p.m.
Washington at Cincinnati, 4:10 

p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Texas, 7:05 p.m.
St. Louis at L.A. Dodgers, 9:10 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard Opening Day recap
injuries to TJ Friedl and Matt McClain. 
He hit a first-pitch slider out to right in 
the second inning and lined a 2-1 cut-
ter into the same neighborhood the next 
inning.

“We’ve known this guy can hit, so for 
it to all come out opening day and his 
first one, which us surprising or shocking 
when you think about it because this guy 
has been a good player for a long time,” 
Reds manager David Bell said. “We saw 
a pretty good sample of what he is able to 
do and why he is good.”

Spencer Steer had two hits and two 
RBIs for Cincinnati.

Josiah Gray (0-1) matched his career 
high by allowing seven runs, giving up 
eight hits in four innings with six strike-
outs and two walks.

Eddie Rosario, making his Nation-
als debut after being added to the major 
league roster, hit a two-run homer in the 
seventh against Emilio Pagán.

“We need to come back strong,” 
Nationals manager Dave Martinez said. 
“Opening day is always weird. A lot of 
adrenaline. We chased a lot of pitches. We 
didn’t do that in the spring.”

Los Angeles Dodgers 7, St. Louis 1
Shohei Ohtani reached three times in 

his home debut for the Dodgers, and Los 
Angeles beat the St. Louis Cardinals 7-1 
in the Dodger Stadium opener to a season 
of sky-high expectations. Mookie Betts 
and Freddie Freeman homered in the 
third inning, and Tyler Glasnow pitched 
six innings of two-hit ball for the Dodg-
ers. No offseason addition to the Dodg-
ers’ star-studded lineup was bigger than 
Ohtani, who showed no signs of distrac-
tion after a tumultuous week in which 
he emphatically denied betting on sports 
after the firing of his longtime interpreter, 
Ippei Mizuhara.

New York Yankees 5, Houston 4
Juan Soto threw out the potential tying 

run at the plate in the ninth inning of his 
Yankees debut after starting New York’s 
comeback from a four-run deficit in a 
season-opening 5-4 win over the Hous-
ton Astros. Oswaldo Cabrera homered 
and Aaron Judge doubled and scored the 
go-ahead run in the seventh inning as the 
Yankees went ahead. Soto, an All-Star 
acquired from San Diego in a December 
trade, made a one-hop throw that pre-
vented Mauricio Dubón from scoring the 
tying run on Kyle Tucker’s single

Pittsburgh 6, Miami 5
Jared Triolo hit an RBI single in the 

top of the 12th inning to finish the Pitts-
burgh Pirates’ rally and beat the Miami 
Marlins 6-5 on opening day. Triolo’s 
line drive single against Marlins reliever 
Declan Cronin scored automatic runner 
Ke’Bryan Hayes. Pirates reliever Jose 
Hernandez got the save, retiring 2023 NL 
batting champion Luis Arraez, Josh Bell 
and Bryan De La Cruz in his only inning 
of relief. Luis Ortiz recorded the win for 
the Pirates on Thursday. After Pirates 
starter Mitch Keller gave up seven hits 
over 5 2/3 innings, Pittsburgh’s bullpen 
held the Marlins to just one hit.

Minnesota 4, Kansas City 1
Pablo Lopez pitched seven sparkling 

innings, Royce Lewis homered before 
leaving with an injury, and the Twins beat 
the Royals 4-1 to begin defense of their 
AL Central crown. Carlos Correa added 
three hits and two RBIs for Minnesota. 
That was plenty of support for Lopez, 
who gave up a homer to Maikel Garcia, 
the first batter he faced, but little else on 
a warm and sunny afternoon. He allowed 
four hits and struck out seven without a 
walk. Cole Ragans struck out nine, a Roy-
als record for opening day, but still took 
the loss after pitching six strong innings.

(Continued from Page 6)

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 01-18-30-34-

40
Cash4Life — 03-16-21-

39-51, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

03-04-11-14-27-28-30-35-
38-45-48-49-51-52-58-62-
67-68-69-74, BE: 30

Daily Three-Midday — 

06-01-04, SB:04
Daily Three-Evening — 

07-01-07, SB: 04
Daily Four-Midday — 

07-02-02-08, SB: 04
Daily Four-Evening — 

06-06-01-01, SB: 04
Quick Draw Evening 

— 04-11-19-20-22-28-29-
30-38-39-40-41-43-52-54-
57-63-72-75-80, BE: 29

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $8 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $20 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $935 million



CHICAGO (AP) — A 
22-year-old man has been 
charged with four counts 
of first-degree murder in a 
frenzied stabbing and beat-
ing rampage that left four 
people dead in a matter of 
minutes in a northern Illi-
nois city, authorities said 
Thursday.

Christian Soto is also 
charged with seven counts 
of attempted murder and 
home invasion with a dan-
gerous weapon following 
the attacks in Rockford on 
Wednesday. Seven people 
were injured.

Court and jail records 
show Soto appeared in court 
briefly Thursday afternoon 
and remains held without 
bond. He is next due in 
court Tuesday when a judge 
will determine if he stays in 
jail pending trial.

Rockford Mayor Tom 
McNamara, who was clear-
ly shaken and struggled to 
hold back tears during a 
news conference Thursday, 
listed the victims as 63-year-
old Romona Schupbach; 
23-year-old Jacob Schup-
bach; 49-year-old Jay Lar-
son; and 15-year-old Jenna 
Newcomb.

Three people remained 
hospitalized Thursday, offi-
cials said. The other four 
were treated and released, 

Rockford Police Chief Carla 
Redd said.

Authorities have released 
little information about 
Soto, who was arrested 
Wednesday. A woman who 
identified herself as Soto’s 
sister declined to comment 
to The Associated Press.

Redd said Soto acted 
alone and that police do 
not know his motive for the 
attacks.

She said Soto and Jacob 
Schupbach had grown up 
together. Soto told police 
that the two were smoking 
marijuana at Schupbach’s 
home before the attack, 
Winnebago County State’s 
Attorney J. Hanley said.

“Soto said that he 
believes that drugs provided 
to him by Jacob were laced 
with an unknown narcotic,” 
Hanley said. “Soto said 
he became paranoid after 
the drug usage. He said he 
retrieved a knife from the 
kitchen ... and proceeded 
to stab” his friend and his 
friend’s mother to death.

Hanley provided details 
of the deadly attacks that 
quickly unfolded in a neigh-
borhood of ranch-style 
homes soon after 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday. Redd said 
less than 20 minutes passed 
between the initial 911 call 
and Soto’s arrest.

Rockford police respond-
ed first to a home on 
Holmes Street, where they 
found the bodies of Jacob 
Schupbach and his mother, 
Romona.

Hanley said witnesses 
saw Jacob Schupbach being 
chased across the street, 
and that the attacker hit or 
stabbed him as he lay on 
the ground. They said the 
attacker then drove a pickup 
truck over Schupbach, who 
was able to make it inside 
the home. Witnesses said 
the attacker followed him 
but left soon after and drove 
away, Hanley said.

Hanley said officers next 
found Larson alive in a 
front yard on nearby Win-
netka Drive, but he had 
been stabbed multiple times 
and died soon after in a hos-
pital.

Ruth Mendonça, inspec-
tor-in-charge of the Chicago 
office of the U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service, told 
reporters that Larson had 
been a mail carrier in the 
area for 25 years.

A witness said he heard a 
commotion and saw a man 
beating Larson on the grass 
near his home, Hanley said. 
The witness dialed 911 as 
the attacker walked toward 
his locked front door. The 
attacker retrieved a knife 

from a black pickup and 
stabbed Larson before driv-
ing over him twice and run-
ning away.

Soto told police that he 
recalled “taking out the 
mailman,” Hanley said.

Around that time, police 
began receiving 911 calls 
about an attack on nearby 
Cleveland Avenue.

A woman and her adult 
son and daughter told offi-
cers that a man armed with 

a knife forced his way 
into their home. The man 
stabbed the mother near her 
left eye as she opened the 
door to let their dog out, 
Hanley said. Her children 
fought with Soto and also 
were wounded. The son told 
police that the attacker ran 
away after he struck him 
with a syrup bottle.

Residents then flagged 
down first responders about 
another attack on the same 

street, Hanley said.
Jenna Newcomb and 

a friend were watching a 
movie in her basement and 
Jenna’s sister was upstairs 
when Soto entered their 
house through an unlocked 
door. Hanley said one of the 
girls later told police Soto 
“was covered in blood. He 
beat all three teens with a 
baseball bat and Jenna died 
in the attack. The girls who 
survived are 14 and 15.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

Check out these 
websites of local 
& area companies 
and businesses.

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! 
The power of print and the Internet, working 
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.

hidaymotors.comicav.us EdwardJones.com

blu� tontire.com

Bluffton 
Tire

thomarich.com

Th oma/Rich, 
Lemler

Funeral Home
bi-countyservices.com(260)824-1253

Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

riverstonedental.net

jerry� ackinsuranceandinvestments.com

Jerry Flack
& Associates

lafontainecenter.org
A RHF Community

abovebeyondrecon.com

&ABOVE  BEYOND
Vehicle Reconditioning

stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

family dentistry

nb-digital.com
Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO

Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 
Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring

Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

myersfuneralhomes.com3riversfcu.org

lengerichmeats.com

Have a Webs ite?
Tell the World!

daniels-jewelers.net 2155 N. Main St., Bluffton
 (260)824-9643

 www.daniels-jewelers.net

kellysautocollision.com

Owners: Dustin Kelly
820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton

824-3995

JC’sGARAGE
DOOR

SALES & SERVICE

jcsgaragedoor.com

moserandsonheatingandair.com

ALL SEASON
SERVICE NEEDS
Check Out Our Air Conditioning 
or Furnace Units

219 E. Perry St. Bluff ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

thegmcfamily.com

myblu� tonsfagent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com
Erin Daugherty

260.827.0527
www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

infarmbureau.com

homecourthomecare.com

dazeys.com/blu� ton-ingenesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

mrkoolheatingandair.com

extension.purdue.edu/wells

START WITH US 
AND STOP KNOCKING ON WOOD.  

Bluffton Office | (260) 824-2234

By MIKE CORDER 
and JOSEF FEDERMAN 

Associated Press
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 

(AP) — The top United Nations 
court on Thursday ordered Israel 
to take measures to improve the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza, 
including opening more land 
crossings to allow food, water, fuel 
and other supplies into the war-
ravaged enclave.

The International Court of 
Justice issued two new so-called 
provisional measures in a case 
brought by South Africa accus-
ing Israel of acts of genocide in its 
military campaign launched after 
the Oct. 7 attacks by Hamas. Israel 
denies it is committing genocide 
and accused South Africa of try-
ing to “undermine Israel’s inherent 
right and obligation to defend its 
citizens.”

Thursday’s order came after 
South Africa sought more pro-
visional measures, including a 
cease-fire, citing starvation in 
Gaza. Israel, which had urged the 
court not to issue new orders, said 
it places no limits on aid entering 
Gaza and vowed to “promote new 
initiatives” to bring in even more 
assistance.

In its legally binding order, the 
court told Israel to take measures 
“without delay” to ensure “the 
unhindered provision” of basic 
services and humanitarian assis-
tance, including food, water, fuel 
and medical supplies.

It also ordered Israel to imme-
diately ensure that its military 
does not take action that could that 
could harm Palestinians’ rights 
under the Genocide Convention, 
including by preventing the deliv-
ery of humanitarian assistance.

The court told Israel to report 
back in a month on its implemen-
tation of the orders.

Israel declared war in response 
to a bloody cross-border attack by 
Hamas on Oct. 7 in which 1,200 
people were killed and 250 oth-
ers were taken hostage. Israel 
responded with a campaign of air-
strikes and a ground offensive that 
have left over 32,000 Palestinians 
dead, according to local health 
authorities.

The Health Ministry in Hamas-
run Gaza does not differentiate 
between civilians and combat-
ants, but say roughly two-thirds of 
the dead are women, children and 
teens. Israel says over one-third 
of the dead are militants, though 

it has not provided evidence to 
support the claim, and it blames 
Hamas for civilian casualties 
because the group operates in resi-
dential areas.

The fighting has displaced 
over 80% of Gaza’s population, 
caused widespread damage and 
has sparked a humanitarian crisis. 
The U.N. and international aid 
agencies say virtually the entire 
Gaza population is struggling to 
get enough food, with hundreds of 
thousands of people on the brink 
of famine, especially in hard-hit 
northern Gaza.

South Africa welcomed Thurs-
day’s decision, calling it “signifi-
cant.”

“The fact that Palestinian deaths 
are not solely caused by bombard-
ment and ground attacks, but also 
by disease and starvation, indicates 
a need to protect the group’s right 
to exist,” the South African presi-
dent said in a statement.

Hamas, an Islamic militant 
group sworn to Israel’s destruc-
tion, said the ruling must be 
enforced by the international com-
munity.

“It must be implemented imme-
diately, so that this decision does 
not remain a dead letter,” it said.

The Palestinian Foreign Minis-
try thanked South Africa, calling 
the case “a vital step in the global 
effort to hold Israel accountable 
for perpetrating genocide.”

After initially sealing Gaza’s 
borders in the early days of the 
war, Israel began to permit entry 
of humanitarian supplies. It says 
it places no restrictions on the 
amount of humanitarian aid allowed 
into Gaza and accuses the United 
Nations of failing to properly orga-
nize the deliveries. On Tuesday, 
the army said it inspected 258 aid 
trucks, but only 116 were distrib-
uted within Gaza by the U.N.

The U.N. and international aid 
groups say deliveries have been 
impeded by Israeli military restric-
tions, ongoing hostilities and the 
breakdown of public order.

The Israeli Foreign Ministry 
accused South Africa of making 
“cynical attempts” to exploit the 
world court to undermine Israel’s 
right to self-defense and to win 
the release of remaining hostages. 
Israel says Hamas continues to 
hold some 100 hostages and the 
remains of 30 others either killed 
on Oct. 7 or who died in captivity.

“Israel will continue to promote 
new initiatives, and to expand 

existing ones, in order to enable 
and facilitate the flow of aid to the 
Gaza Strip ... despite the opera-
tional challenges on the ground 
and Hamas’ active and abhorrent 
efforts to commandeer, hoard and 
steal aid,” it added.

Israel has been working with 
international partners on a plan to 
soon begin deliveries of aid by sea.

Israel has repeatedly feuded 
with the United Nations, particu-
larly UNRWA, the U.N. agency 
for Palestinian refugees and main 
provider of aid in Gaza. Israel 
accuses the agency of tolerating 
and even cooperating with Hamas 
— a charge UNRWA denies.

The court said in its order that 
“Palestinians in Gaza are no lon-
ger facing only a risk of famine 
... but that famine is setting in.” 
It cited a report from the United 
Nations Office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Affairs that 
said at least 31 people, including 
27 children, have already died of 
malnutrition and dehydration.

The world court said earlier 
orders imposed on Israel after 
landmark hearings in South Afri-
ca’s case “do not fully address 
the consequences arising from the 
changes in the situation” in Gaza.

UN top court orders Israel to open more land crossings for aid into Gaza

Suspect charged with murder, attempted murder in deadly Rockford rampage


