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Local law enforcement prepares for eclipse travel

By JONATHAN SNYDER

Wells County is expected to
see an influx of traffic and tourists
thanks to the solar eclipse on April
8.

In an interview with the News-
Banner, Sheriff Scott Holliday
shared how the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment will react to the potential

increased traffic, some of the
cooperation between Wells and
other surrounding counties and
some things to know about eclipse
preparation.

Holliday noted that there is not
much data to base travel estimates.
Because of this, the Sheriff’s
Department is taking a mindset of

preparing for the worst-case sce-
nario.

“It’s kind of like planning for

. a big snowstorm,” Holliday
said. “And it could be anywhere
from five inches to 12 inches, and
you don’t know. So we plan best
we can.”

Deputy James Agler mentioned

that even though the official num-
ber is not confirmed, he expects
nine deputies will be on-call that
day.

Other cities in Wells have also
have an increased amount of offi-
cers on the eclipse day. Bluffton
Mayor John Whicker noted that
every officer available will be

Different than some
early learning initia-
tives, Imagine Early
is not tied to a parent

on call. Markle Operations Man-
ager Mike Grant said Huntington
County was willing to send some
of their officers to help out with
any traffic issues for Markle. The
Wells County Sheriff’s Office
Facebook page notes that citizens
should allow extra time for travel
(Continued on Page 2)

Imagine Early takes first
steps with new director

New organization seeks to increase

childcare access in Wells, Adams counties

By HOLLY GASKILL ers.”

A new early childhood education coali-

tion has hired its first executive director to
get operations off the ground.

Last year, both Wells and Adams county

Pathways go
vertical

Pictured above,
concrete is being
put down on the
West Washington
Street alley, next to
American Legion
Post 111. Screens
with nature designs
are being installed in
the other alley, on the
North 200 block of
West Market Street.
(Photos by Jonathan
Snyder)

governments pledged $25,000 for Imagine
Early’s pilot year. The organization seeks to
address childcare needs within both coun-
ties, particularly by giving a local touch-
point for information.

In making its financial request to the
Wells County Commisioners, board mem-
bers Chad Kline and Jessica Bricker said
hiring an organization director was one
of their priorities. This past February, the
board announced Ashleigh King of Bluffton
would be taking the helm.

While a Virginia native, King has called
Wells County home for over 20 years. Most
recently, she worked at Family Centered
Services for five years.

“With Imagine Early’s new leader, we
are one step closer to ensuring that every
child in our region has access to high-
quality early childhood education,” said
Allie Sutherland of the Northeast Indiana
Regional Early Childhood Coalition in a
press release. “Together, we can make a real
difference in the lives of our youngest learn-

organization or foun-
dation. Subsequently,
King plays a key role
in building things
from the ground up,
including incorporat-
ing Imagine Early.

King is also work-
ing on becoming
acquainted with childcare requirements,
certifications, programs, grant opportunities
and more. While there’s no guidebook for
such a unique situation, King said she’s said
she met with coalition leaders in other coun-
ties to pull from their experience and start-
up knowledge.

The goal is for King to be a point per-
son about local childcare needs in Wells
and Adams counties, creating relationships
with businesses, public officials and child-
care providers. King will also spend a large
portion of her time facilitating paths toward
improvement and growth for local childcare

(Continued on Page 2)

Ashleigh King

Officials propose new
high school diplomas

Republican candidates U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, Brad Chambers, Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch and Eric Doden debate
on Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (Screenshot of FOX59/CBS4 livestream)

Gubernatorial candidates go
on offense, highlight signature
policies in second debate

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Four GOP

candidates for governor made time to

call each other out while highlighting signature cam-

paign planks during a Tuesday evening debate.

U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, Brad Chambers, Lt. Gov.
Suzanne Crouch and Eric Doden traded jabs in front
of the cameras at the event, hosted by FOX59/CBS4.
Two other candidates didn’t make the cut.

The debate

paigns sandwiched in between nine questions for the
whole group. The candidates graded Gov. Eric Hol-

featured queries aimed at specific cam-

comb’s time in office, pledged to maintain in-vitro

fertilization access and weighed in on marijuana.
It concluded with a round of light-hearted rapid-
fire questions and closing statements.

Going after Braun

Multiple gubernatorial candidates knocked Braun
— the only candidate with congressional experience
— for national immigration woes. Braun has held
his post in the U.S. Senate since 2019; before that he
served in the Indiana House of Representatives.

Asked if they’d send Indiana soldiers to the U.S -
Mexico border should a reelected President Donald
Trump request it, all four said they would.

(Continued on Page 2)

for Hoosier students

By CASEY SMITH

Indiana Capital Chronicle

A proposal to streamline Indi-
ana’s high school diplomas and
reduce options to just two primary
graduation paths was announced
by state education officials on
Wednesday.

The plan is part of an ongoing
statewide effort to “reinvent” the
high school experience and bet-
ter prepare Hoosiers for their lives
post-graduation — whether they
want to pursue college or other
skills training, or choose to direct-
ly enter the workforce.

The new options will take
effect beginning with the Class of
2029 — for students that are cur-
rently in seventh grade. Indiana
Secretary of Education Katie Jen-
ner said some Hoosier schools will
likely roll out the revamped gradu-
ation requirements sooner, though.

“How do we make the four
years of high school as valuable
as possible for students? What
does that look like in a country
where high school education has
not changed, for most, in over 100
years? And yet the world around
us, technology, is advancing —
the world around us is changing,”
Jenner said, noting that Indiana’s
diploma has not been “significant-
ly updated” since the late 1980s.

“We don’t have a roadmap. A

lot of discussion is going to be key
— feedback is going to be key —
and it will not be perfect out of the
gate,” Jenner added. “But we can-
not let the perfect get in the way of
the good on this. We have to start
somewhere.”

The Indiana Department of
Education presented the proposal
before the State Board of Educa-
tion Wednesday morning. Para-
mount to the plan, according to
state officials, is maximized “flex-
ibility” for students to personalize
learning pathways and experienc-
es, including with college courses
taken while still in high school, as
well as the ability to count intern-
ships, apprenticeships, military
experience and other work-based
learning toward their graduation
requirements.

If approved, Indiana’s diplo-
mas would, for the first time, be
aligned to the state’s current grad-
uation pathways. They would also
model five key Indiana Graduate
Prepared to Succeed characteris-
tics: academic mastery, career and
postsecondary readiness (which
includes credentials and experi-
ences), communication and col-
laboration, work ethic, and civic,
financial and digital literacy.

The rulemaking process to
finalize the diploma model is

(Continued on Page 2)
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Law enforcement prepares

(Continued from Page 1)
on eclipse day.

“Flexibility and adapt-
ability will rule the day,”
said Bluffton Police Chief
Kyle Randall.

Since it is unknown
how heavy the traffic will
be, Holliday is stationing
deputies in every area of
the county. Holliday fur-
ther emphasized that people
should find a parking spot
to view the eclipse, not just
pull off to the side of the
road, as that could cause a
hazard.

“It’s going to be our pri-
ority to get those things

Imagine Early director

(Continued from Page 1)
providers.

For example, King said in-home
providers could take state vouchers
for childcare if they received their

license.

“I think the biggest need is there’s
childcare vouchers out there, and there’s
not places for people to take the vouch-
ers to (providers) that accept them,”
King said. “But it’s also hard to make
relationships with people who don’t
want to be with the government or to be
micromanaged as an in-home daycare
provider. (This position) will be key to
really get those relationships (and) to just
show them that it’s really not that bad.”

Gubernatorial candidates

(Continued from Page 1)

Chambers took the
opportunity to assert that
the federal government —
including Braun — had
failed Hoosiers.

“On Sen. Braun’s watch,
7 million people have come
over the border illegally,”
Chambers said. “The front
door of our country is closed
(but) the back door is slap-
ping wide open, and he has
not ... led on one bill to
address this.”

Doden also critiqued
Braun for traveling to the
border and shooting a cam-
paign advertisement there.

Braun and Crouch were
also clear they’d also deport
migrants. Crouch, in particu-
lar, vowed to deport them
to so-called sanctuary cities
outside Indiana. She also
took credit for new Hoosier
restrictions on land pur-
chases by “adversaries.” The
other candidates, however,
hedged, with Chambers say-
ing,” We have to evaluate
that as it comes,” and Doden
emphasizing the “rule of
law.”

Braun said Chamber’s
argument was “naiveté” and
said a Democrat would’ve
had to take the lead on immi-
gration restrictions for such
proposals to get past the
Democrat-led U.S. Senate.

Chambers separately
jabbed at Braun, accusing
the senator of changing his
position on qualified immu-
nity for law enforcement
officers and for comments
made to popular conserva-
tive show host Tucker Carl-
son that appeared supportive
of Black Lives Matter.

Braun said he no longer
wanted to alter qualified
immunity after listening to
officers, and said his com-
ments had been taken out of
context.

“That reference, that was
to somebody exercising their
First Amendment rights,” he
said. “(I) was never going to
ever support a radical crazy
group like the umbrella
group BLM.”

Braun also recently
picked up the endorsement
of the Indiana State Police
Alliance.

Attacks on economic

development leaders

Braun, meanwhile, took
on Chambers and Doden
for their respective records
while running the Indiana
Economic Development
Corporation. Chambers
served in the role from 2021
to 2023, when he stepped
down to run for governor,
and Doden from 2013 to

cleared up as fast as we can
so that we can get people in
and out,” Holliday said.

Agler further stated that
in the buildup to the eclipse,
the expected tourism
increase could see essential
supplies run out. Holliday
encouraged people to pre-
plan trips to the gas station
and groceries before the
eclipse as a precautionary
measure.

The surge of people
using cell phones could
strain communication lines
as well. While the Sher-
iff’s Office and police have
priority on those lines, the

King believes these kinds of
resources are critical in helping address
the need for quality childcare within
the two counties. A mother to a five-
year-old, King considers herself lucky
to have found childcare in the area
while so many others have not been
able to at an affordable price.

According to Brighter Futures Indi-
ana, Wells County has an estimated
1,371 children under six years old who
may need care and the capacity for
990. However, the total capacity for
licensed facilities is 495.

“I firmly believe that childcare is
not only beneficial for the child, but
the parent ... For me, I would not be

2015.

“This guy over here has
been with his fat cat bud-
dies,” Braun said of Cham-
bers, observing that one
supporter from homegrown
pharmaceutical giant Eli
Lilly donated $100,000.
He and Doden also said the
IEDC under Chambers had
focused too many resources
on large projects.

“Competition, transparen-
cy, spread the wealth on eco-
nomic development. That’s
not been occurring under his
regime,” Braun said.

Chambers defended his
tenure with the IEDC, not-
ing “record results, higher
wages, investments all over
the state. So, I am flattered
the business community
supports my campaign.”

Chambers added the
IEDC puts its data into a
publicly available portal and
offers performance-based
incentives.

Braun also accused
Doden of shady dealings.

“When he was involved
in economic development,
he had issues where he
wasn’t actually doing things
to help small towns,” Braun
said. “He was maybe try-
ing to help his own friends
and business. (Doden) got
an ethics watch about it and
ignored it four times.”

Doden, meanwhile, cri-
tiqued Chambers’ IEDC for
spending billions on an Inno-
vation District in Lebanon
that is expected to require
significant water from anoth-
er part of the state.

“The IEDC needs to go
back to its roots, where we
had it when I was running
it — where it served all 92
counties, where ... we were
not trying to buy property,”
Doden said. “We were not
trying to ... draw water
away. We were not spend-
ing billions of dollars in one
county. We were serving the
entire state.”

Candidates highlight

signature proposals

Crouch, meanwhile, took
more heat for her plan to
ditch Indiana’s income tax.
It’s worth about $8 billion
annually.

“I think it’s inappropri-
ate for a governor to make a
promise that they can’t keep
— our income taxes cannot
be axed,” Doden said. “...
We need to work with the
General Assembly to make
sure that we lower taxes as
much as possible in a fis-
cally responsible way.”

Crouch ribbed Doden for
having “selective hearing.”

“I said it can’t hap-

office’s Facebook page
stresses that citizens should
try to keep 911 lines as open
as possible.

“A lot of our job is reac-
tive, but we’re doing our
part to be proactive in what
we can do,” Holliday said.

A major event such as the
eclipse has seen a collabo-
ration between Wells, other
counties, and state depart-
ments over the past year.
Holliday mentioned that
he’s had conversations with
Adams County about their
plans for dealing with peo-
ple. Agler further noted that
the Department of Natural

Resources is bringing multi-
ple officers to help deal with
traffic at the state parks.

Since there are no clear
estimates of how many peo-
ple will be here, the office
has tried to get the word
out about potential issues
through its Facebook page.

“We have a pretty good
following on our Facebook
page, so we’ve been putting
stuff out to try to get people
to pre-plan,” Holliday said.
“We’re doing as much as
we can on our social media
to get information out to the
public.”

jonathan@news-banner.com

in the place that I’'m in now. If I didn’t
have childcare, I wouldn’t have gone
and done five years of nonprofit work,
which then led me to this job.”

“We are thrilled to have (King) join
Imagine Early,” said Colton Bickel,
Adams County Economic Develop-
ment Executive Director and Imagine
Early board president. “The experi-
ence she brings will be utilized to drive
transformation and change in our Early
Learning environment. We can’t wait
to see the benefits this will bring to
Adams and Wells counties.”

King can be reached at ashleigh@
imagineearly.org.

holly@news-banner.com

pen overnight. It has to be
phased in,” she said. “...
But we can do it if we phase
it in, and take excess sur-
pluses and revenues and put
them towards eliminating
that income tax — putting
money back into your pock-
ets every single year.”

Crouch also again called
for independent audits of
most major state agencies,
and specifically for IEDC
and the Family and Social
Services Administration.
She flamed the latter for its
infamous $1 billion Medic-
aid forecasting error, which
has jeopardized funding for
parental care of medically
complex kids.

Doden, meanwhile,
repeatedly referred to his
plans for zero-cost adoptions
and to restore small Hoosier
communities.

Braun and Chambers
highlighted their business
experience, with Braun also
emphasizing his “proven
record in the Senate for
effectiveness.”

Candidates talk Holcomb,
marijuana and IVF

Moderators asked each
candidate to give the term-
limited Holcomb a grade on
his tenure as governor.

Braun offered a B-. He
said Holcomb’s economic
development efforts were
“okay” but that he hadn’t
“seen a lot of improvement”
on the state’s education and
workforce crises.

Chambers gave his for-
mer boss an A, saying Hol-
comb “has tackled some real
issues.” He supported fund-
ing boosts for law enforce-
ment and public health, and
said he was “super proud” of
the state’s economic growth.

Crouch was the most crit-
ical, with an A and a C. She
said pandemic-era restric-
tions had increased rates
of anxiety and depression
among Hoosiers, and partic-
ularly for young people.

Doden declined to grade
the outgoing governor, say-
ing he preferred to focus on
the future.

The candidates also dif-
fered on whether Indiana
should legalize marijuana, a
move Holcomb has firmly
resisted. Braun, Chambers
and Doden said they were
open to medicinal mari-
juana, but Crouch said she
opposed legalization of
“another drug,” citing men-
tal health concerns.

All candidates agreed
that Indiana should maintain
access to IVF fertility treat-
ments.

Alabama’s top court

recently ruled that frozen
embryos should be consid-
ered people, halting fertility
treatments in that state until
Gov. Kay Ivey signed a law
shielding IVF providers
from liability.

“As a pro-life candidate, I
think we have to protect life
but we also have to promote
life. I believe that families in
Indiana should should have
access to IVFE,” Chambers
said.

“It’s very clear: if you
believe in the sanctity of
life, you should treat living
embryos with respect. When
you try to say is it a living
child, I think that is where
you get into discussions,
even when you say you’re
pro-life,” Braun said.

Crouch said she’d “pro-
tect life, but also protect the
rights of these women and
these couples to be able to
bring a precious life into this
world.” Doden agreed and
said he’d improve adoption
and implement a fund to
help adoptive parents cover
expenses.

Several candidates missing

To debate Tuesday, can-
didates needed to have
raised at least $100,000 and
received at least 5% on a
poll question that includes
all party-aligned candidates
in a primary, according to
Nextar’s debate criteria.

Republicans Curtis Hill
and Jamie Reitenour didn’t
meet those standards. Rei-
tenour lambasted the net-
work for leaving her off the
stage in a news release last
week, noting that Nextar’s
contracts say it can modify
criteria “if there is a strong
public interest rationale.”

Crouch and other can-
didates previously called
to allow all candidates the
opportunity to debate.

GOP candidates will
again meet on stage in a
Wednesday debate televised
by WISH-TV. Hill qualified,
but Reitenour did not due to
low fundraising.

Indiana Democratic
Party Chair Mike Schmuhl
criticized the debate candi-
dates for providing “talking
points, but few real solu-
tions” in a news release
Tuesday. So did Jennifer
McCormick, the only Dem-
ocrat on the primary ballot.

“Tonight, Hoosiers
watched as candidates for
Governor spent 60 minutes
catering to the most extreme
voices in their party and
ignored the kitchen table
issues that actually matter. It
was sad, and I know Indiana
can do better,” she said.

LOCAL/NATION

Weather

Thursday, March 28, 2024
(24-hour observations at 9:44 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 41; Low: 32; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.65
feet at 8:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast

Today: Sunny, with a high near 51. West wind 5 to 15
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 35. West wind
around 5 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 60. West wind 5
to 10 mph.

Friday Night: Rain likely, with thunderstorms also pos-
sible after 5 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 48.
South wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 60%.
New rainfall amounts between a tenth and quarter of an
inch, except higher amounts possible in thunderstorms.

Saturday: Rain and thunderstorms likely before 11
a.m., then a chance of rain between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.,
then a chance of rain and thunderstorms after 2 p.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 63. Chance of precipitation is 60%.
New rainfall amounts between a tenth and quarter of an

inch, except higher amounts possible in thunderstorms.
Saturday Night: A 20% chance of rain and thunder-

storms before 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 40.
Sunday: A 30% chance of rain, mainly after 2 p.m. Part-

ly sunny, with a high near 58.

Sunday Night: A chance of rain and thunderstorms, then
rain likely and possibly a thunderstorm after 8 p.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 46. Chance of precipitation is

70%.

Monday: A chance of rain and thunderstorms, then rain
and possibly a thunderstorm after 2 p.m. High near 62.

Chance of precipitation is 80%.

Monday Night: Rain and thunderstorms. Low around
42. Chance of precipitation is 80%.

Tuesday: A 40% chance of rain and thunderstorms.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 52.

Tuesday Night: A slight chance of showers. Mostly

cloudy, with a low around 33.

Wednesday: A slight chance of showers. Mostly sunny,

with a high near 50.

Street sweeping will
begin in Bluffton

Beginning Friday morning, the Street Department will be
starting to sweep the streets in downtown Bluffton. Street
Commissioner Tim Simpson stated that in areas where
sweeping happens, no cars will be allowed to park there
from 4 a.m. to 6 a.m. Signs have been posted near the oper-
ating areas warning citizens of the sweeping.

Diplomas

(Continued from Page 1)
expected to take at least
four months, Jenner said.
Before the board takes a
final vote — which is antici-
pated in August or Septem-
ber — multiple rounds of
public comment and chang-
es to improve the overall
plan are expected. By law,
board members must give
their stamp of approval by
December.

“Nobody in the state,
higher ed industry, or K-12
is thrilled with the outcomes
that we’re getting today,”
said Scott Bess, who sits on
the education board.

He emphasized that the
proposed diploma model
places “a high value” on
credential attainment and
student experiences, “but
we’re not telling schools and
students how to get them.”

“And that’s really the
biggest issue with the cur-
rent system we have. It’s
very prescriptive, Bess
continued. “This is the best
shot we’ve got, because the
diploma drives the major-
ity of the behavior at the
high school level, and giv-
ing schools flexibility — I
have full trust. I don’t think
there’s anybody running a
school, in any community,
that doesn’t have the best
interest of their students at
heart.”

Two ‘streamlined’ degrees

Currently, Hoosier stu-
dents can work towards
one of numerous diploma
designations, including the

general, Core 40, academic
honors, or technical hon-
ors options. Some schools
additionally offer the Inter-
national Baccalaureate
diploma, which is dependent
on successful completion
of specific assessments and
examinations during grades
1T and 12.

State education officials
conceded that the existing
diploma system is outdat-
ed and confusing for both
parents and students. Jen-
ner said it especially lacks
options for students to get
hands-on training or earn
high-value credentials,
given the various course
requirements. The move
now, however, is to be less
“course obsessed.”

As laid out in the propos-
al, Indiana’s future diplomas
would include the “Indiana
GPS Diploma” — a more
flexible, personalized ver-
sion of the current Core 40
diploma — and the “Indiana
GPS Diploma Plus.”

For all students, regard-
less of the diploma type they
earn, learning in grades nine
and 10 would be focused
mostly on “essential knowl-
edge and skills.” All stu-
dents would complete a set
of foundational courses cov-
ering English, math, science,
career and postsecondary
preparedness, physical edu-
cation, and civic, financial
and digital literacy. Even so,
students would have some
ability to choose how the
satisfy the priority courses.
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Police Notebook

—OBITUARIES
Phyllis I. Cassiday, 92

Phyllis I. Cassiday, 92, a long-
time resident of Liberty Center,
passed away early Tuesday morn-
ing, March 26, 2024, at Christian
Care Retirement Community in
Bluffton.

Phyllis was born Sept. 26, 1931
in Wells County to J. Kelly and
Cleora (Russell) Moore. She gradu-
ated from Liberty Center High
School in 1949. She was the direc-
tor of Medical Records for Wells
Community Hospital for 23 years,
retiring in 1989. She also worked on the EMS for 13
years. Phyllis was a member of the Liberty Center Bap-
tist Church and American Legion Post 111 Auxiliary.

On Sept. 5, 1951, Phyllis and Dean A. Cassiday were
married at the Liberty Center Baptist Church. Together
they were world travelers and devout followers of the
Lord. They shared 70 years of marriage before Dean’s
passing in 2022.

Survivors include their children, Becky (David) Fos-
ter of Casper, Wyo., Deana Price of Bluffton and Brian
(Julie) Cassiday of Winter Garden, Fla.; along with 12
grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren and 3 great-
great-grandchildren.

Phyllis is preceded in death by her parents; her hus-
band, Dean; a son, Timothy Cassiday; and a daughter,
Beverly Cassiday.

A memorial service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Mon-
day, April 29, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral
Home in Bluffton. Burial will follow at Mossburg Cem-
etery.

Visitation will be held from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday,
April 28, 2024, at the funeral home and for one hour
prior to the service.

Memorials may be made to Liberty Center Baptist
Church or American Legion Post 111 of Bluffton.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the family at www.thomarich.com.

Robin Trubey Thornburgh, 70
Robin Trubey Thornburgh, 70, -

of Bluffton, passed away Tuesday
evening, March 26, 2024, at her
home, surrounded by her family.

Robin was born Nov. 11, 1953,
in Bluffton to Dr. Charles William
“Bill” Trubey and Barbara Eileen
(Johnson) Trubey. She graduated
from Bluffton High School in 1972
and has remained close friends
with many of her classmates.
Robin graduated from IU Bloom-
ington after two years where
she studied Spanish. She used her
Spanish skills as a translator and assisted her father
on several eye mission trips sponsored by the Bluffton
Lions Club.

She had a wonderful singing voice and was part of a
group called “Household of Faith.” She sang many times
at local churches and sang at many weddings. She
loved theater and performed in the “Pajama Game” in
high school. She played Mrs. Paroo in “Music Man,” was
a nun in “The Sound of Music” and sang in the choir

INCIDENTS

City:

Tuesday, 2:57 p.m., E
Ind. 124 and Eastmoor
Drive. Report of an adult
male speaking with several
children and trying to get
them to play ball with him.

Tuesday, 3:16 p.m., S.
Bond Street and W. Central
Avenue. Report of a suspi-
cious man “lingering” in the
neighborhood and asking if
people know a “Michael.”

Tuesday, 3:20 p.m.,
Roush Park. Report of sev-
eral juveniles sitting on a
dugout roof. Kids were not
sitting on the roof when the
officer arrived.

Tuesday, 3:24 p.m., 500
block of Normandy Drive.
Pitbull ran off without a leash.

Tuesday, 3:55 p.m., 800
block of South Oak Street.
Report of a missing person.

Tuesday, 3:58 p.m., 500
block of Eastmoor Drive.
Report of suspicious person.
Subject lives nearby and was
just out for a walk.

Tuesday, 4:05 p.m., 200
block of North Baldwin
Street. Tagged abandoned
vehicle.

Tuesday, 4:08 p.m., 300
block of North Morgan
Street. Abandoned vehicle.

Tuesday, 4:49 p.m.,
1100 block of South Adams
Street. Report of possible
theft and fraud.

Tuesday, 7 p.m., Jersey
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and Townley streets. Miss-
ing person found.

Tuesday, 7:07 p.m., Main
Street and Harrison Road.
Large piece of metal in the
roadway.

Wednesday, 2:04 a.m.,
400 block of East Arnold
Street. Report of a domestic
altercation between a man
and a woman.

Wednesday, 9:14 a.m.,
800 block of West Wiley
Avenue. Report of property
damage.

County:

Tuesday, 5:29 p.m., W
100S S 300W, Liberty Cen-
ter. Vehicle observed travel-
ing at 96 mph and did not
slow when passing a marked
and visible deputy patrol car.
The deputy used its lights
and siren to catch up with
the vehicle, which did not
initially pull over. When the
vehicle eventually stopped at
the intersection of CR 300W
and CR 100S, driver Dia-
mond Bailey, 18, Hartford
City, said she wasn’t pay-
ing attention but agreed the
speed was excessive. Bailey
was transported back to the
Wells County Jail, where a
body scan showed a foreign
cylindrical object on Bai-
ley’s chest. Bailey handed
the object, a vape pen, over,
and confirmed it contained
THC and she had last used
it about an hour prior. Bai-
ley was then transported to

Bluffton Regional Medical
Center for a blood draw. She
was charged with possession
of marijuana, a Class B mis-
demeanor, and reckless driv-
ing and operating with a con-
trolled substance in the body,
both Class C misdemeanors.
Bond set at $2,000. Bonded.
Tuesday, 5:56 p.m., S.R.
301 and E. Wenger Court.
A red Ford Mustang was
observed blowing through a
stop sign and past a deputy
patrol car. The vehicle was
pulled over in a traffic stop,
and its driver, Jesse Matlock,
exited the vehicle, put the
keys on top of the vehicle,
and his hands in the air. The
driver said he knew why
had been pulled over — he
had just bought the vehicle
and didn’t have any paper-
work for it, insurance, and
the license plate returns to
his pickup truck. His driver’s
license also listed an address
that hadn’t been updated in
two years. Matlock was cited
for disregarding the stop sign
and driving without insurance
and the vehicle was towed.
The former vehicle owner
confirmed it had been pur-
chased in February and a lost
title had been requested and
was available for pick-up.
Wednesday, 12:50 p.m.,
500 block of Greenwood
Trail. Caller reported a
15-year-old had possibly
taken a vehicle. Deputy got

in contact with the juvenile’s
guardian and the juvenile
was returned.

Wednesday, 7:41 a.m.,
E 1050S and S 750E, Key-
stone. Report of deer with
broken legs, caller said they
had not been involved in the
accident. Deer died shortly
after deputy arrived.

Wednesday, 8:33 am., S
600W and W. 900S, Warren.
Car vs. deer. Deputy request-
ed to put down deer.

Wednesday, 9:12 a.m., E.
U.S. 224 and N 800E. Flock
camera alerted of trailer sto-
len from Tennessee entering
the county. Trailer towed.

FIRES

Ossian:

Tuesday, 5:20 p.m.,
Norwell High School. Fire
alarm.

ARRESTS

Heather Annette Logan,
50, New Haven; driving
while suspended — prior
suspension within 10 years
and operating a vehicle while
intoxicated — endangerment,
both Class A misdemeanors,
and operating a vehicle with
a controlled substance in the
body, a Class C misdemeanor.
Bond not set.

Christina Marie Dod-
son, 55, Markle; recklessly,
knowingly or intentionally
sell, barter, exchange, pro-
vide or furnish to a minor, a
Class B misdemeanor. Bond
set at $1,000.

hﬁﬁé

‘\ ﬁk

Spring cleaning at
Rotary Park

of “Oklahoma.” She also performed in many Easter and
Christmas dramas at Sonlight Wesleyan Church, where
she was part of the choir and performed many solo
specials that were especially loved.

Robin sold home interiors and gifts for over 20 years
holding sales parties across the area, winning many

Members of the Bluffton Rota-
ry Club, in lieu of their normal
Tuesday meeting, cleaned up
debris at Rotary Park and the
Howard Rich Pavilion. Pictured
from left are Rotary President

awards. She later joined Bi-County Services, where she
worked for 20 years, working in their semi-independent
living program.

On Feb. 1, 1985, Robin and Jack Thornburgh were
married. They met while singing starting a singing
group with Jack’s sister, Connie Huffman.

Survivors include her husband of 39 years, Jack of
Bluffton; two sons, Benjamin (Carrie) Thornburgh and
their children William and Eilene Thornburgh, of War-
saw, and Daniel Thornburgh of Sunnydale, Calif. She is
also survived by a brother, Gordon Trubey of Brooklyn,
N.Y.; and a sister Beth Trubey of Bluffton.

She is preceded in death by her parents; brothers
Chuck Trubey and Steve Trubey; and her sister-in-law,
Jan Trubey.

A memorial service will be held April 13, 2024, at 3
p.m. at Sonlight Wesleyan Church in Bluffton with Rev.
Lyle Breeding officiating.

Memorials may be made to the National Kidney
Foundation and directed to the funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the family at www.thomarich.com.

Wanda Mae (Kiefer) Steffen, 96

Wanda Mae (Kiefer) Steffen, 96 of Bluffton, died
Wednesday morning, March 27, 2024, at Christian Care
Retirement Community.

Funeral arrangements are pending at this time with
the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

William Zirkelbach, Jr., 89

William Zirkelbach, Jr., 89, of Bluffton, died Wednes-
day afternoon, March 27, 2024, at his residence.

Funeral arrangements are pending at this time with
the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Indiana Finance Authority
expands water study

By WHITNEY DOWNARD, Indiana Capital Chronicle
The Indiana Finance Authority — tasked with analyzing
water demand supply across a 13-county stretch around Tippe-
canoe County — will now include every county that touches
the headwaters of the Wabash River for a total of 28 counties.

“The study was originally planned to give the state a
thorough understanding of demand and supply availabil-
ity across the 13 counties over the next 50 years,” said Jim
McGoff, IFA chief operating officer and director of envi-
ronmental programs. “Adding in the Wabash headwaters,
a considerable span of geography just north of the original
study area, will produce a more comprehensive report of the
current and future water availability and use.”

The state agency took over the study previously helmed
by the Indiana Economic Development Corporation (IEDC)
in November in anticipation of a massive high-tech park
in Boone County known as the LEAP Lebanon Innovation
District.

One of the entities rumored to be considering the site
needs water for its manufacturing needs that Boone County
couldn’t supply. This led to a proposal to pump millions of
gallons of water daily from Tippecanoe County 35 miles
away. Pushback from Tippecanoe officials, including Gen-
eral Assembly members, prompted a water study but con-
cerns about the IEDC’s ability to be independent shifted
oversight to the IFA.

Jordan Arnold, Derek Myers,
Casey Robbins, Angie Topp,
Garrett Bucher, Lee VonGunt-
en and Doug Brown. (Photo
submitted)

Preliminary report shows
decrease in infant fatalities

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A 2024 report analyzing
2022 infant death records
with a preliminary glimpse
at 2023 fatalities found that
deaths decreased between the
two years, from 7.2 deaths
per 1,000 live births to 6.5
deaths per 1,000 live births.
Roughly 11 babies died every
week in 2022 for a total of
577 children who died before
their first birthday.

“Every baby lost is a trag-
edy,“ State Health Commis-
sioner Lindsay Weaver said
in a release. “Although it’s
preliminary, we are encour-
aged to see that infant mor-
tality is declining in Indiana,
and we’ll continue working
to understand the causes of
these deaths so even more
can be prevented.”

The national average for
2022 infant mortality was 5.6
deaths per 1,000 live births.
The rate for Black, non-His-
panic children continued to
outpace their peers, with a
rate of 14.1 deaths per 1,000
live births in 2022, or 140
children. Hispanic children
of all races had a rate of 7.9
deaths per 1,000 births fol-
lowed by white children at
5.6 deaths per 1,000 births.

In 2016, the rate of infants
dying reached 7.5 deaths per
1,000 births compared to the
national average of 5.9 deaths
per 1,000 births.

The data, released in a
presentation format, included
any death in which a child
died before their first birth-
day in 2022. Because all of
the death records are from
2022, some births may have
occurred in 2021 or be relat-
ed to pregnancies from 2020.
Deaths and births are both
reported by the Health Vital
Records division of the Indi-
ana Department of Health.

As the presentation notes,
infant mortality is considered
to be the number one indica-

tor of health status in the
world. The greatest contrib-
uting factor to 2022 deaths
was identified as “perinatal
risks, or conditions related to
the health and well-being of
the mother.”

Other factors include:
lack of early prenatal care,
stress, obesity and smoking.
As with maternal mortality
— areport the state released
earlier in the week — a sig-
nificant number of women
reported not accessing pre-
natal care during their preg-
nancies.

Programs designed to
help mothers and children
include the Indiana Preg-
nancy Promise Program, the
Nurse Family Partnership as
well as the Maternal Infant
& Childhood Home Visiting.
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Vietham'’s three wars
still haunt us all

Few times in the last hundred
years has our country not been
engaged in armed hostilities. To-
day, although not in a declared
war, American men and women in
uniform face adversaries around the
world who test the resolve of our na- N
tion’s military. /

While no person in harm’s way De
escapes completely unscathed, those
who served in Vietnam were called Randall

to face the curse of war on three
levels.

Over 2.5 million service per-
sonnel had boots on the ground
in Vietnam. It is said that for
every combatant in the field
there were ten support personnel behind the lines. If
that estimate holds true then more than 250 thousand
troops at one time or another stood face-to-face with
the Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese Army.

Those individuals deserve the reverence and respect
which they are afforded by the far majority of Ameri-
cans. They were particularly vulnerable as they took
the fight to the enemy across rice paddies, along jungle
trails, and throughout the Central Highlands.

However, service-men and -women whose duties
were behind the lines also endured hardship: stifling
heat, torrential rains, and the reality of being nearly
9,000 miles away
from family,

Guest
Column

friends, and famil- b ERESE. O
iar surroundings. TR
Comforts were few VIETNAM
and anxiety was VETERANS
ever-present as

each day brought a NErgYZ;

new set of un-

knowns.

Later, when their tour of duty was complete and
military members returned to “the world”, a new kind
of conflict awaited. Rather than being recognized and
admired for service to their country they were often
scorned and reviled by their own countrymen.

Many recall being spat upon or having to endure
curses and profanities hurled by a new kind of adver-
sary: peaceniks and anti-war protesters. There were no
celebratory parades or welcome home ceremonies for
those returning from Vietnam.

Most sought refuge in family and the familiar sur-
roundings of home. They looked to exchange their
uniforms for meaningful employment and starting
families of their own. Sadly, some turned to self-in-
dulgent, harmful activities. They seldom talked about
their service except to others with similar experiences.

But, even then, Vietnam was not done with those
that served within its borders. For many, the war still
rages on nearly 50 years after the Paris Peace Accords
officially ended America’s participation in the conflict.

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder plagues many
Vietnam veterans to this day robbing them of the very
peace of mind they fought to protect and preserve for
others. For some, PTSD episodes can be extremely
enervating as the conscious mind seeks to gain control
over the subconscious.

Perhaps the most insidious remnant of the Vietnam
War, however, is the life-long effects of Agent Or-
ange, the herbicide used to defoliate large areas of the
country thereby depriving the enemy of his biggest
advantage.

The toxins in Agent Orange can lay dormant in the
human body for decades surfacing in later years, when
the veteran is most vulnerable, in a laundry list of seri-
ous illnesses and disabilities.

While more than 58,000 American lives were lost
during the war itself, Agent Orange has resulted in
the death of over 300,000 brave patriots since the war
ended.

We salute all the valiant men and women throughout
the years who have stood against tyranny and oppres-
siveness. However, it is with particular gratitude, on
this special day, that we honor veterans of the Vietnam
War, many whom are yet engaged in a fight for their
lives.

May God grant you peace at all times and in every
way.

Y Dewey Randall is the Wells County Veterans Service Officer

Today in History

By The Associated Press  France declared war on
Today is Thursday, Russia.
March 28, the 88th day of In 1898, the U.S.
2024. There are 278 days Supreme Court, in United
left in the year. States v. Wong Kim Ark,
Today’s Highlight in His-  ruled 6-2 that Wong, who
tory: On March 28, 1979, was born in the United
America’s worst com- States to Chinese immi-
mercial nuclear accident grants, was an American
occurred with a partial melt-  citizen.
down inside the Unit 2 reac- In 1935, the notorious
tor at the Three Mile Island Nazi propaganda film “Tri-
plant near Middletown, umph des Willens” (Tri-
Pennsylvania. umph of the Will), directed
On this date: by Leni Riefenstahl, pre-
In 1797, Nathaniel miered in Berlin with Adolf
Briggs of New Hampshire Hitler present.
received a patent for a In 1939, the Spanish
washing machine. Civil War neared its end as
In 1854, during the Madrid fell to the forces of
Crimean War, Britain and Francisco Franco.
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Our nation’s Declaration of Independence begins
with the famous statement that “all men ... are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness.” But according to the latest Gallup
World Happiness Report, Americans’ success in the

“pursuit of happiness” is diminishing.

For the first time since the annual report was first
compiled in 2012, the United States is not among the
top 20 happiest countries in the world. In this latest
2024 report, the United States ranks 23 in the world,

down from number 15 in 2023.

A large factor influencing the drop in happiness
in the United States is particularly bad results among
young Americans. For those age 30 and below, the
United States ranks 62 in the world. This compared
to those age 60 and above, for whom the United

States ranks number 10.

What’s going on with This youngest generation is
OurAyouth?t Wall Street coming of age during a
recen a 1ree .
Journal article about so- time Of unpr ecedented

called Gen Z, those born
between 1997 and 2012,

identifies members of Gen Z who are 18 and up as

“America’s Most Disillusioned Voters.” The head-

line continues, “Young adults are now more skepti-
cal of government and pessimistic about the future

than any other living generation before them.”

Per Wall Street Journal polling reported in the
article, “More than three-quarters of voters under 30
think the country is moving in the wrong direction
— a greater share than any other age group. Nearly
one-third of voters under 30 have an unfavorable
view of both Biden and Trump, a higher number
than all older voters. Sixty-three percent of young
voters think neither party adequately represents

them.”

In the 18-25 age group, 28% say they have
“hardly any confidence” in the Supreme Court, 34%
in Congress, 37% in the executive branch and 52%

in the press.

A young USA Today columnist named Sara
Pequeno shared her views about what’s going on and
why. The explanations she ticks off are a generation
coming of age during the Covid pandemic, an explo-

expansion of government

abortion nationwide.”

us all.

this problem.

impact of the Supreme Court overturning of
Roe v. Wade, which she calls “the loss of a
right that our parents had — the right to an

She sites Gallup showing that 89% of
those 18-29 years old support legal abortion
under any or certain circumstances.

We’re talking here about our nation’s
future, and this dismal picture should trouble

Let me suggest a different perspective on

Star
Parker

This youngest generation is also com-
ing of age during a time of unprecedented
expansion of government, meaning an unprecedent-
ed incursion into the individual freedom of every
American. The federal government is now taking

one-quarter of the American economy.

Federal debt, equal to our entire GDP, is
projected by the Congressional Budget
Office to keep growing. This is all on the
shoulders of these young Americans.
Regarding the impact of the Covid

pandemic, a new study published by

the Committee to Unleash Prosperity, authored by
scholars from the Hoover Institution, Johns Hopkins
University, the University of Chicago and the Com-
mittee to Unleash Prosperity, shows the costs of
the shutdowns in the way of added deaths, massive
economic costs and damage caused by school shut-
downs overwhelm any benefits that were gained.

Regarding abortion, we must note that these
young Americans are growing up in an environment
of the collapse of the American family, traditional
marriage and birth rates.

Let’s be aware, as we enter the season of Easter
for Christians and Passover for Jews, that the growth

of government tracks the diminishing of faith. To go

back to the Declaration of Independence, the rights
the founders noted were sourced in our Creator. The
founders who signed the Declaration did so “with

a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Provi-

dence.”

people.

sion of the worst inflation in years and, she adds, the

The darkness of Good Friday revisited

Easter is coming soon.
It should be the grand-
est of holidays on earth.
However Christmas takes
that role. It seems market
dollars increase in greater
proportion when buying frenzies are
based on a birth rather than a death.
Profit lines have not grasped a handle
on the concept of resurrection. Thus
candy canes and egg nog rank higher
on the profit margin than Peeps and
hollow chocolate bunnies.

Easter Day’s date fluctuates,
unlike Christmas’ assigned December
25. Easter occurs on each first Sun-
day after the first full moon after the
spring equinox. That means the day
set aside for Resurrection Celebra-
tion, including that at Angelkeep,
relies heavily on nature, not history.
If the full moon would happen to land
on Sunday, then Easter would be the
following Sunday.

Angelkeep has forever been a
strong believer in the Christian his-
torical account of Jesus being the
Son of God. It’s fact based on faith.
Thusly goes the Good Friday obser-
vance of the Christ child, as a man,
being crucified on a cross unto death.
Complete human and eternal death.
God the Father allowed that. That’s
a mandatory belief if anyone desires
to be known as Christian. Easter cel-
ebrates resurrection. That dead Christ
of the human body, returning to life.
An ascension to Heaven for all eter-
nity followed, He to sit at the right
hand of God His Father. For some it’s
too much to grasp. So for those nay-
sayers, why would any of them want
to stock up on jellybeans or dye-color
eggs?

Very soon, April 8,2024, to be
exact, the day prior to a new moon,
the daylight will darken at Angelkeep
to nearly the level of nighttime. It
will be an extraordinary event that
surely panicked the naysayers well
before the alignment of planet and

Angelkeep
Journals

moon could be
fully compre-
hended.

Angelkeep
expects the total
to roughly begin
about 3:09 pm
and last to about
3:12 pm, or so,
producing nighttime darkness dur-
ing daytime for a totality of under
four minutes. What will happen in
the darkness? Will millions travel to
total eclipse areas and cause highway
gridlock? Will offices close? Will res-
taurants be disastrously overrun with
hungry travelers both before and after
the darkened minutes? Will hospitals
be overrun with the blind due to pro-
tective eyewear being sold out and
unavailable? Will insanity reign?

Besides eclipse eyewear, what will
the marketers promote? Moon Pies?
Angelkeep, for one, would certainly
entertain trying a Moon Pie Blizzard
at DQ. M&M’s could sell moon-size
bags using only black and white
candy colors. Indiana’s official state
sugar creme pie might be renamed
shadow creme pie.

Justifiable hype over the total
eclipse passing through Indiana soon
brings on a comparison of a similar,
but different, event taking place in
the first century at a location far from
Angelkeep. They called it Golgotha.
A place of a skulls, as the King James
translated. Since medieval times this
spot became a pilgrimage destina-
tion. It is somewhat comparable to
the expected pilgrimage of millions
journeying to a location ideal to view
the eclipse.

“And when they were come unto a
place called Golgotha...they gave him
vinegar to drink mingled with gall...”

Alan
Daugherty

This was meant to be a free nation under God. As
we destroy these conditions, we are losing our young
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Some suggest when the eclipse
occurs that bottled water and other
drinks will be scarce, local supplies
liquidated by travelers. Will taverns
offer up a special elliptical mixed
drink?

On what we now call Good Fri-
day, soldiers in charge of the cross
duty ended labors by casting lots for
Christ’s garments, leaving him clad in
a loin cloth. “And sitting down they
watched him there.”

It very well could be that eclipse
travelers into the area nearby Angel-
keep will find little space left to set
up a campsite with a shade canopy,
and spread recliners beside amply-
filled chest coolers. What they will
await can be read about later in the
gospel, or a similar facsimile. The
soldiers at Jesus’s feet were unpre-
pared for the natural event to occur.

Chief priests, scribes, and elders
mocked the hanging “King of the
Jews,” as indicated by a sign. “Now
from the sixth hour there was dark-
ness over all the land unto the ninth
hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus
cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli,
Eli, lama sabachthani? That is to say,
My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me? Jesus, when he had cried
again...yielded up the ghost.”

Did God use a natural phenom-
enon like an eclipse, but in a different
and bolder way, to emphasize His
plan for sin salvation? Golgotha’s
darkness ran three hours. The Great
American Eclipse will run just over
four hours, minutes of totality count-
able on one hand.

Was God’s perfect natural plan
of creation collaborated with the
eventual crucifixion day including a
time of darkness, originating back to
Genesis? Faith makes Angelkeep a
believer.

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”
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Dear Annie: My daughter is the
only grandchild, and my mother gives
her a gift every time we see her. I've
told her several times that we don’t
want to overwhelm our child (3 years
old) with material things, that she has
too many toys she doesn’t play with.
It’s very important to my husband and
I that our child values what she has.
My mother is single and very sensitive.
Either she ignores what I say or cries.
My husband is getting annoyed with
the amount of things coming home
and berates me for not standing up for
our ideals more strongly. How can |
address this? — Caught in the Middle

Dear Caught in the Middle: Grand-
parents love to spoil their grandkids.
It’s part of what makes being a grand-
parent such a gift; all of the fun, none
of the discipline! That being said, I can
understand why you don’t want your
child to grow accustomed to receiv-
ing material things every time she sees
Grandma.

Tell your mother that you love how
much care and attention she is giving
your daughter, and explain the values
you are trying to instill. Suggest some
other ways your mother can spoil her
granddaughter — taking her to the
beach, taking her out for ice cream or
playing a game with her.

Dear Annie: I'm dealing with a
family feud that’s really been weigh-
ing on me. My sister, “Sarah,” and I
have always been close, but a recent
disagreement over our late father’s
estate has driven a wedge between us.
Our dad passed away unexpectedly in
a car crash, leaving behind a sizable
inheritance that includes our childhood
home.

Sarah believes the house should
be sold and the proceeds split evenly
between us. But I have strong senti-
mental attachments to the house! It
has so many memories with our dad.

Clashing values with my in-laws

This disagreement
has escalated into

Dear

many arguments, anie

by Annie Lane

some of which
have gotten pretty
nasty.

Our mother,
who is caught
in the middle, is
upset by the rift
between her two
daughters. She’s
urging us to find
a compromise
but it doesn’t
look like either
of us is ready to
budge.

How can we resolve this? I want
to honor our father’s memory while
also respecting my sister’s wishes. —
Divided Daughters

Dear Divided: It’s understandable
that both of you have strong emo-
tions tied to your childhood home, and
it’s also important to recognize that
grief can amplify the tension in these
situations. The guidance of a neutral
mediator or estate planner could help
facilitate a constructive conversation.
Remember, compromise doesn’t mean
giving up what’s important to you
entirely; it’s about finding a solution
that respects everyone’s feelings and
honors your father’s memory. House
or no house, you will always be con-
nected to him.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s
second anthology — featuring favorite
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is
available as a paperback and e-book.
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.
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Let Christ

transform your life
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By Bil Keane

Graham {

Question: I have not
been able to find the right
person to marry and
some of my family sug-
gest that I am too closed-
minded to using a match-
making service. They’re
convinced I will find my
soulmate online! Seems
kind of cold to me.— M.N.

Answer: Matchmak-
ing has become a boom-
ing business from Africa
to Asia, from Australia to

power to create our
own personal movie-
like narratives, love
stories based on our own
desires and hopes.”

The subject of the soul
has a prominent place in
our thinking. Have you
found the sole source of
the real kind of love that
can bring light into your
life? Salvation in Jesus
Christ is the only hope
for your soul. Only He
can illuminate the dark
corners of your life and

Instead, you can com- /

mit your life completely
to the Lord who brings
true and lasting fulfill-
ment to the human soul
who sincerely seeks Him
in truth. Let Christ trans-
form your life so that you
will have a glow on your
face, a spring in your step,
and joy in your soul. He
is the One who knows
your longings and deepest
needs.

The Bible tells us
to “humbly accept the
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“ril show you how | can
dance, Grandma. You sit down

and clap.”
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SPORTS

NCAA President urges states to ban prop bets on college athletes

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Sports Writer

In the midst of March Madness, the
NCAA is pushing for states with legal
wagering on sporting events to ban prop
bets on college athletes.

“Sports betting issues are on the rise
across the country with prop bets continuing
to threaten the integrity of competition and
leading to student-athletes getting harassed,”
NCAA President Charlie Baker said
Wednesday in statement posted on social
media. “The NCAA has been working with
states to deal with these threats and many are
responding by banning college prop bets.”

Prop bets — short for proposition bets
— allow gamblers to wager on statistics a
player will accumulate during a game rather
than the final score.

Baker’s statement came two days after
the NBA confirmed it opened an investiga-
tion into unusual betting patterns surround-
ing props involving Toronto Raptors for-
ward Jontay Porter. The Raptors said Por-
ter would miss his third consecutive game
Wednesday for personal reasons.

Some NBA players and coaches have
been outspoken recently about prop bets
and how gamblers react when numbers fail
to hit. Indiana Pacers guard Tyrese Hali-
burton said his social media is filled with
complaints and Cleveland Cavaliers coach
J.B. Bickerstaff revealed he received threats
from gamblers last season and reported it to
the NBA.

Earlier this month, U.S. Integrity, a com-
pany used by many professional sports
leagues and college conferences to monitor
betting activity, flagged a Temple regular-
season men’s basketball game for wagering
irregularities.

The NCAA men’s and
women’s basketball tourna-
ments are a huge draw for
gamblers. The American Gam-
ing Association estimates $2.7
billion will be bet this year on
March Madness through legal
sportsbooks.

Several states including
Colorado, Arizona, Massa-

shore sportsbooks.

“While it is unclear how
this advances our shared goal
of reducing athlete harass-
ment, we do know that driv-
ing customers to illegal chan-
nels will ultimately hinder
the ability to monitor for and
detect potential suspicious
betting behavior,” Cylke said

chusetts, New York, Pennsyl-

vania and Oregon have rules

prohibiting prop betting on college athletes
that predate the NCAA’s recent push. Others
such as Illinois, Connecticut and Iowa do
not allow college athlete prop bets involving
in-state teams.

Kansas, Michigan, Louisiana and Wyo-
ming allow bettors to place prop bets on col-
lege athletes regardless of where they play.

The NCAA already has made some prog-
ress this year toward eliminating prop bets
on college athletes. Gambling regulators in
Ohio, Vermont and Maryland have removed
prop betting on college athletes online and
in sportsbooks. Baker and his staff are
reaching out to regulators in other states to
encourage similar bans.

The Ohio Casino Control Commission
said last month in granting the NCAA’s
request that prop bets last year on NCAA
athletes with sports gaming operators in the
state brought in approximately $104.6 mil-
lion, which accounted for 1.35% of the total
amount wagered. Prop bets on college ath-
letes accounted for about 2.2% of wagers.

Chris Cylke, senior vice president for
government relations for the American
Gaming Association, said banning legal
wagering on college player propositions
would drive more bettors to illegal and off-

DeRozan, Vucevic lead Bulls past
Pacers to end 3-game losing skid

By MATT CARLSON
Associated Press
CHICAGO (AP) —
DeMar DeRozan scored 27
points and Nikola Vucevic
added 22 with 12 rebounds
to lead the Chicago Bulls
past the Indiana Pacers 125-
99 on Wednesday night to
snap a three-game skid.
Coby White had 18

Indiana lagged at 35% in
the first half.

Vucevic led the way with
15 points in the half and
helped spark the surge with
7-for-11 shooting. Dosun-
mu had 11 points in the half.

Indiana scored the first
seven points in the second
half to start a comeback that
narrowed the Bulls’ lead to

points to help Chicago take
the season series from Indiana 3-1.

Andrew Nembbhard scored 18 points for
the Pacers, who concluded a five-game trip
at 3-2 and remained in sixth place in the
Eastern Conference.

Chicago limited Pascal Siakam to 14
points after the two-time All-Star had scored
25 or more in four straight games and 36
and 31 in his last two, respectively. The Pac-
ers were held to 40% shooting, while the
Bulls shot 50% in an often sloppy game.

Ayo Dosunmu scored 17 on 7-for-11
shooting, including 3 for 5 on 3-pointers.
Andre Drummond added 14 points and 11
rebounds off the bench for Chicago, ninth in
the East.

The Bulls took charge late in the second
quarter by outscoring and outmuscling the
Pacers 22-6 in the final 6:24 to build a 64-43
halftime lead. Chicago shot 55.6 %, while

71-64 with just over four
minutes left in the third quarter when T.J.
McConnell hit a pair of free throws. The
Pacers didn’t pull closer than seven, how-
ever.

DeRozan, Drummond and Dosunmu
helped thwart the Pacers with timely baskets
that wrested back momentum late in the
third and made it 87-74 after the quarter.

Chicago pulled away in the fourth.

Bulls coach Billy Donovan said injured
Zach LaVine (right foot surgery), Patrick
Williams (left foot surgery) and Lonzo Ball
(left knee surgery) could be in Chicago on
Monday when the Bulls host Atlanta, then
continue rehabbing in town with the team
the rest of the season.

UP NEXT

Pacers: Host the Los Angeles Lakers on
Friday.

Bulls: At Brooklyn on Friday.

News-Banner Scoreboard

in a statement provided to The
Associated Press.

The number of states that now allow
some form of sports betting has grown to
38, plus the District of Columbia. Thirty
states and the nation’s capital allow online
wagering.

Companies that monitor sports bet-
ting for irregularities have warned college
sports administrators that prop betting on
unpaid athletes elevates the potential risk
for a scandal because players can more eas-
ily influence their own performance than the
overall outcome of a game.

The NCAA conducted a survey after last
year’s basketball tournaments that found
58% of 18- to 22-year-olds are gambling.

Baker has said the proliferation of legal
sports gambling has increased stress on col-
lege athletes.

“All that chatter about who’s playing,
who’s not playing. Who’s sore, who’s not
sore. What’s going on with the team you’re
playing? What do you think your chances
are? Which is just classic chatter, where —
in a world where people are betting — takes
on a whole new consequence,” Baker said
in January before his address to membership
at the NCAA convention.

The NCAA has partnered with a data sci-
ence company called Signify, which also

works with the NBA Players Association
and WNBA, to identify online threats made
to athletes during championship events that
are linked to wagering.

“Basically tracks ugly, nasty stuff that’s
being directed at people who are participat-
ing in their tournaments and we’d use it the
same way,” Baker said in January. “And it
can shut it down or basically block it. And
in some cases even track back to where it
came from.”

In October, the NCAA announced it
would be advocating for state legislators to
update laws to crack down on harassment
of athletes, coaches and game officials and
bolster integrity protections.

In West Virginia, NCAA officials
worked with lawmakers to pass a bill that
would allow betting regulators to ban peo-
ple from wagering in the state online or at
sportsbooks who have been found to have
harassed players, coaches, or officials online
or in person. The bill is awaiting a signature
from Gov. Jim Justice.

San Diego State men’s basketball coach
Brian Dutcher said he is concerned about
how all the negative feedback impacts ath-
letes” mental health.

“People complaining about how they’re
playing, missing shots, and they just get beat
up constantly,” said Dutcher, whose team is
playing in Boston in the Sweet 16 this week.

Illinois guard Dra Gibbs-Lawhorn said
he encourages his teammates to ignore the
criticism.

“I never really am on social media but in
person someone would be like, ‘I'm going
to bet the under on you.” In that moment you
can’t say anything,” Gibbs-Lawhorn said.
“So I’'m just like, ‘OK, good job.’ Like, I
don’t know what you want me to say.”

High School Calendar

THURSDAY, MARCH 28

No events scheduled.

FRIDAY, MARCH 29

BASEBALL: Norwell at
Brownstown Central, 1 p.m.
and vs. Evansville Central
at Bloomington South High
School, 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30

BASEBALL: Norwell at
Edgewood, 12:30 p.m.

MONDAY, APRIL 1

No events scheduled.

TUESDAY, APRIL 2

BASEBALL: Norwell at
South Adams, 5 p.m.; Bluff-

ton at New Haven, 5 p.m.;
Southern Wells at Oak Hill,
5p.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton at
Eastbrook, 5:30 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED):
Eastbrook at Bluffton. 5:30
p.m.

Reds’ Matt McLain has shoulder
surgery, out for extended period

CINCINNATTI (AP) — Cincinnati Reds
second baseman Matt McLain had surgery
on his left shoulder and will be sidelined for
an extended period.

Reds president of baseball operations
Nick Krall said the operation took place
Tuesday to address cartilage damage and
repair the labrum.

“An exact timeline is still TBD as it has a
wide range of possibilities. We hope to have
Matt back this season,” Krall said in a state-

NASCAR CUP SERIES
Toyota Owners 400
Site: Richmond, Virginia.

Schedule: Saturday, practice, 10:30 a.m., and qualifying,

11:15 a.m.; Sunday, race, 7 p.m. (FOX).

Last race: William Byron became the first two-time win-
ner of the year as he started from the pole and won on the

ment Wednesday.

The 24-year-old McLain last played in a
spring training game on March 17 and was
hurt the following day while diving for a ball
during a workout. Reds manager David Bell
revealed the injury on March 20, the day
Cincinnati acquired infielder Santiago Espi-
nal from Toronto.

McLain hit. 290 with 16 homers, 50 RBIs
and 14 stolen bases last year, finishing fifth
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Be Summer Ready
The Best On The Water.

BASKETBALL
High School

Boys’ Basketball State Final Satur-

day, March 30
1A

Bethesa Christian (23-7) vs. Fort

Wayne Canterbury (18-9), 10:30 a.
2A

Brownstown Central (27-4) vs.
Wapahani (26-2)
3A

m.

Scottsburg (24-5) vs. South Bend St.

Joseph (20-9), 6 p.m.
4A

Ben Davis (23-5) vs. Fishers (28
8:15 p.m.

College

-1),

Men’s Basketball Scores

Wednesday, Mar. 27
Norfolk St. 75, Fort Wayne 67
Seattle 77, High Point 67

Women’s Basketball Scores

No Games.

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Oklahoma City 119, New Orleans
12

L.A. Lakers 128, Milwaukee 124,

Dallas 132, Sacramento 96
Wednesday’s Games
Charlotte 118, Cleveland 111
Golden State 101, Orlando 93
Brooklyn 122, Washington 119, OT
New York 145, Toronto 101
Atlanta 120, Portland 106
L.A. Clippers 108, Philadelphia 107
Minnesota 106, Detroit 91
Chicago 125, Indiana 99
L.A. Lakers 136, Memphis 124
Houston at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
San Antonio at Utah, late
Phoenix at Denver, late
Thursday’s Games
Boston at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Milwaukee at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Detroit at Washington, 7 p.m.
Golden State at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Orlando, 7 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.

Philadelphia at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.

New York at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Portland at Miami, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Denver, 9 p.m.

Atlantic Division, g Houston at Utah, 9:30 pm.
2-Boston 57 15 .792 _ Dallas at Sacram’ento, 10 p.m.
xNewYork 44 28 611 13 - Saturdays Games
x-Philadelphia 39 34 .534 18% oston at New Orleans, 5 p.m.
Brooklyn 28 45 384 29% Memphis at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Toronto 23 50 315 34% Milwaukee at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB
x-Orlando 42 30 .583 — M
x-Miami 39 33 542 3
Atlanta 33 39 458 9 NHL.
Charlotte 18 54 .250 24 s
Washington 14 59 192  28Y% Tuesday’s Games
Central Divisio Boston 4, Florida 3
W L Pct GB Pittsburgh 4, Carolina 1
x-Milwaukee 46 26 .639 _ Washington 4, Detroit 3, OT
x-Cleveland 44 29 603 2% N.Y. Rangers 6, Philadelphia 5, OT
x-Indiana 41 33 554 6 New Jersey 6, Toronto 3
Chicago 35 38 479 1% Nashville 5, Vegas 4, OT
Detroit 12 61 .164 34% Edmonton 4, Winnipeg 3, OT
WESTERN CONFERENCE Chicago 3, Calgary 1
Southwest Division Montreal 2, Colorado 1
W L Pct B Se_attle 4, Anaheim 0
New Orleans 44 28 611  — Arizona 6, Columbus 2
Dallas 43 29 597 1 Dallas 6, San Jose 3
Houston 36 35 507 7% Wednesday’s Games
Memphis 24 49 329 20% Ottawa 6, Buffalo 2
SanAntonio 16 56 222 28 Tampa Bay 3, Boston 1
Northwest Division Thursday's Games
Pct GB Chicago at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
x-Denver 51 21 .708 _ Columbus at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
x-Oklahoma City5021 .704 A N.Y. Islanders at Florida, 7 p.m.
x-Minnesota 50 22 .694 1 Philadelphia at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Utah 29 43 403 22 Washington at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Portland 19 54 260 32% Detroit at Carolina, 7:30 p.m.

Pacific Division Calgary at St. Louis, 8 p.m.

W L Pct GB San Jose at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
LA Clippers 45 27 625 — — Vegas at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Sacramento 42 30 .583 3 Los Angeles at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
Phoenix 42 30 583 3 N.Y. Rangers at Colorado, 9 p.m.
LA Lakers 41 32 562 4% Anaheim at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Golden State 38 34 .528 7 Dallas at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

x-clinched playoff spot

z-clinched conference
Tuesday’s Games

Golden State 113, Miami 92

Nashville at Arizona, 10 p.m.
Friday’s Games
New Jersey at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Detroit at Florida, 12:30 p.m.
Vegas at Minnesota, 3:30 p.m.
Anaheim at Edmonton, 4 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Arizona, 6 p.m.
Nashville at Colorado, 6 p.m.
Boston at Washington, 7 p.m.
Carolina at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Winnipeg, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Buffalo, 7 p.m.

San Jose at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Los Angeles at Calgary, 10 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled
Wednesday’s Games
No games scheduled
Thursday’s Games
L.A. Angels at Baltimore, 3:05 p.m.
Detroit at Chicago White Sox,

4:10 p.m.

Minnesota at Kansas City, 4:10
p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Houston, 4:10
p.m.
Toronto at Tampa Bay, 4:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Texas, 7:35 p.m.
Cleveland at Oakland, 10:07 p.m.
Boston at Seattle, 10:10 p.m.

National League

Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled
Wednesday’s Games
No games scheduled

Thursday’s Games
Milwaukee at N.Y. Mets, 1:10 p.m.
Atlanta at Philadelphia, 3:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Miami, 4:10 p.m.
San Francisco at San Diego, 4:10

p.m.
St. Louis at L.A. Dodgers, 4:10
p.m.
Washington at Cincinnati, 4:10

p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Texas, 7:35 p.m.
Colorado at Arizona, 10:10 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Wednesday’s Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
MLB — Announced a unanimous
approval on the sale of the Baltimore
Orioles to a new ownership group
led by control person David Ruben-
stein.
National League
CINCINNATI REDS — Placed CB
T.J. Friedl and SS Matt McLain on
the 10-day IL. Recalled OF Bubba
Thompson from Louisville (IL).
Placed RHP lan Gibaut and LHPs
Nick Lodolo, Sam Moll, Brandon
Williamson and Alex Young on the
15-day IL, retroactive to March 25.
LOS ANGELES DODGERS —

Agreed to terms with C Will Smith on

a 10-year contract.

Circuit of the Americas in Texas.

Fast facts: Byron’s victory was the 12th of his career. ...
He led by nearly three seconds with 10 laps to go, then held
off Christopher Bell by 0.692 seconds to win. ... Bell’s Joe
Gibbs Racing teammate, Ty Gibbs, was third, his fifth top-
10 finish in six races.

Next race: April 7, Martinsville, Virginia.

NASCAR XFINITY SERIES
ToyotaCare 250

Site: Richmond, Virginia.

Schedule: Saturday, practice, 8:35 a.m., qualifying, 9:05
a.m., and race, 1:30 p.m. (FS1).

Last race: Kyle Larson passed dueling leaders Shane
van Gisbergen and Austin Hill on the final lap in the sec-
ond overtime and won at the Circuit of the Americas road
course.

Next race: April 6, Martinsville, Virginia.

NASCAR TRUCK SERIES

Last race: Corey Heim led 31 of the 46 laps and cruised
to victory in overtime at the Circuit of the Americas, his first
victory this year and the sixth of his career.

Next race: April 5, Martinsville, Virginia.

FORMULA ONE

Last race: Carlos Sainz of Ferrari ended Max Verstap-
pen’s nine-race winning streak dating to last year when Ver-
stappen retired early with a fiery mechanical failure in Aus-
tralia. The victory came two weeks after Sainz missed the
race in Saudi Arabia after an appendectomy.

Next race: April 7, Suzuka, Japan.

INDYCAR

Last race: Two-time and reigning IndyCar champion
Alex Palou won the Thermal $1 Million Challenge, leading
all 20 laps of IndyCar’s first non-points race since 2008.

Next race: April 21, Long Beach, California.

NHRA DRAG RACING
Last event: Finals postponed in Pomona, California.
Next event: April 7, Phoenix, Arizona.

WORLD OF OUTLAWS

Next events: March 29, Muskogee, Oklahoma; March
30, Wichita, Kansas.

Loud & Clear!

«Sound Systems for boats

Powerful Sound For
OFF-Road Adventure

+RV’s +Golf Carts «ATV's

(260) 724-2276

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
e — % block west of U.S. 27 North

PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!”
260-824-9149

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

ﬂ% Discontinued

Closeout Tires

SRR

Y, CHRY

Service with a Smile!

A3

“OHTSU, Kelly, Laufenn, umm
Tire Price Match Guarantee. e85

CHRYSLER

8 Offer vald 3/1/2024-4/30/2024.

 Jeep M
1791 North Main - Bluffton « 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

Barry Scott Mark Foreman Marion Wells

Service Manager

Service Consultant  Service Consultant

4] | Hiday Motors

1743 N. Main St., Bluffton « 824-0900
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Place Your Ad 24/7: o .o www.news-banner.com Anp cLick on “Classifieds”
0R cALL 824-0224 vion-Fri 8-5 @ ToLLrreE 800-579-7476 ¢ rax 824-0700

WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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Difficulty: % % %

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

e Alip & Save

MOVING SALE March 29, 30,
31: 9-5. 1010 W Wabash St.
Furniture & antiques.
260-849-1844

911 S OAK ST HUGE
GARAGE SALE Five families,
Fri & Sat 8-5, 911 S. Oak St.
Lots of clothes, women &
mens. Name brands, Under
Armour, Adidas, Buckle and
Nike. Lots of bedding, lamps,
sterling silver jewelry, pictures,
shoes and lots of misc Apr. 03
8:00 AM-5:00 PM

GIGANTIC GARAGE SALE
April 4 & 5, 9-5, April 6, 9-2,
sack sale, Forgotten Children
Worldwide, 650 N. Main
Street, Bluffton. Avon col-
lectibles, gently used clothes
and shoes, toys, drop-leaf ta-
ble, bar stools, flower girl
dresses, luggage, crafts, home
decor, double bed frame, jew-
elry, much more. Sale spon-
sored by AdamsWells Internet.

ANNUAL MULTI FAMILY
garage sale, 614 Meadow
Lane, Ossian, Fri., March 29,-

Fri., April 5, 6 am.-6 p.m,,
Sat., April 6, 6 a.m.-?

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S  CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

PRECISION LAND MAN-
AGEMENT
Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition

Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
FREE information kit. Call 855-
965-4916 (l)

TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION EXPERTS - Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207 (I)

SWITCH AND SAVE up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based customer
service. For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165 (1)

SUDOKU ANSWER
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Services

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
FREE information kit. Call 855-
965-4916 (1)

FREE HIGH SPEED internet
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of
select programs incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE with
one-time $20 copay. Free ship-
ping & handling. Call Maxsip

Telecom today! 1-866-981-
3302 (1)
HEARING AIDS!! HIGH-

QUALITY rechargeable, pow-
erful Audien hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors.
Tiny and NEARLY INVISIBLE!
45-day money back guarantee!
877-581-1734 (1)

DIRECTV SPORTS PACK - 3
Months on Us! Watch pro and
college sports LIVE. Plus over
40 regional and specialty net-
works included. NFL, College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf
and more. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931 (l)

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West

Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to

prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

OLLEY
. ESINC

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

FOOD SERVICE We are
looking for a Food Service
personnel to join our team. If
you enjoy cooking, managing
kitchen operations, and men-
toring team members, we
want to hear from you! For
full details, visit
www.canteenservices.com

Lottery Numbers

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 09-17-19-38-
42

Lotto Plus — 01-02-15-
25-28-31

Cash4Life — 02-34-38-
43-51, Cash Ball: 01

Quick Draw Midday —
05-06-07-08-10-14-16-20-
25-27-35-42-43-49-50-51-
54-60-64-68, BE: 27

Daily Three-Midday —
05-00-05, SB: 05

Daily Three-Evening —
00-06-00, SB: 04

Daily Four-Midday —
03-05-07-05, SB: 05

Daily Four-Evening —
03-02-09-07, SB: 04

Quick Draw Evening —
02-06-07-09-22-29-34-36-
37-38-44-47-49-50-53-57-
58-66-76-80, BE: 29

Hoosier Lotto — 15-25-
26-33-41-46

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Friday): $20 million

POWERBALL

37-46-57-60-66 Power-

ball: 08; Power Play: 2X

Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by April 20,
2024.

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Wanted to Buy

WANTED : ANTIQUES & OLD
TOYS Cash Paid for old toys!
Gi Joe, Transformers, Tin toys,
Robots, Pressed Steel Cars/
trucks, Action Figures, An-
tiques of all kinds, etc. Search-
ing for attics, basements,
barns, etc to go through. Call
or Text! 260-223-8083

Public Sale Calendar

MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only Auction) - The
Estate of Sandra McCay and others, seller.
2007 Dodge Caliber SXT sedan, 1999 Ford
F250 with dump bed, 2013 12’ utility trailer,
primitives, Turn of the Century cast iron riding
horse, quilts, large qty. of crocks, antique furni-
ture, Fenton, Carnival and other glassware. Pre-
view: March 21, March 28 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
816 S. 11th Street, Decatur, IN. The Steffen
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING APRIL 4 START-
ING AT 6 p.m. EST - Joann Groves, Anita
Miller & Veda Ewart POA, owner. 6 p.m.: 2,132
sf, 4 bedroom, 1 bath, partial basement, 2-car
attached garage, sitting on .4 acre city lot, South
Adams Community School, Wabash Township,
Adams County. 6:30 p.m.: Furniture, household
items, cast iron pans, lots of collectibles, dishes,
Zippo lighters & more! Preview March 25, 5-6
p.m., 230 High Street, Geneva. Pick up April
5, 1-5 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC,
260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique
Blue Bar and Grill (Formerly Stag Bar), seller.
Ongoing needs. Outstanding collection of beer
signs, neon signs, beer taps, collectibles, tools,
much more. Preview: April 4 and April 11 from 3
p.m. to 6 p.m., 205 W. Market St., Bluffton, IN.
The Steffen Group Inc., http://www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.

APRIL 8-APRIL 15 - (Online Only Auction)
- Fort Wayne Community Schools, seller.
Excess needs of FWCS Transportation Depart-
ment. Mechanic and shop equipment, shelving,
computer monitors and electronics, office furni-
ture, parts washer, air compressor, much more.
Preview: April 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 6006
Ardmore Ave., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen

Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 9 - 6 p.m. - Michael & Shelley Moss-
burg, owners. Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce, 211 Water Street, Bluffton. Commer-
cial real estate & land auction. Seven tracts
to be sold in individual tracts or any combina-
tions. Open house March 26, 5-6 p.m. or by
appointment, 1600 W. Washington St., Bluffton.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.

APRIL 12-APRIL 19 - (Online Only Auction) -
The Estate of Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell,
seller. Huge jewelry and coin auction. Seven
Rolex watches, fine diamond rings, necklaces,
earrings, 14ct, 18ct and 22ct gold jewelry, ster-
ling silver jewelry, 350+ Invicta luxury watches,
coin collection. Auction preview: April 14 from
1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne,
IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.
steffengrp.com.

APRIL 13-APRIL 20 - (Online Only Auction) -
The Estate of Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell,
seller. Major personal property auction. 2008
Mercedes sedan, large quantity of high-end
camera equipment, professional telescope, new
high end his and her golf clubs and accesso-
ries, huge qty. of power and hand tools, modern
furniture, sterling silver flatware set, Smith and
Wesson revolver, jewelers safes, much more.
Auction preview: April 14 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.,
2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 20 - 10 a.m. - (Live Auction) - Marc and
Valerie Hamman, seller. 6530 S. 300 E., Ham-
ilton, IN. Three lots adjacent to Hamilton Lake
with 2 car 26'x28’ garage. This is the perfect
property to build a new home, extra storage and
parking. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006,
www.steffengrp.com.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:

» FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

i

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-

; oy
Home Healthcare. HIIIM: NAELA

As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN
ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning
« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

2
HIDEAWRY

BEER==BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on Ei for our Events.

128 S Jounson ST. ©824-0455

~Y "\( ) Locally
/“ Owned

Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
(Concrete « Doors
Windows - Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican | FREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

Seamless
Sure-Flo Gutters
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. . Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

« Pole Barns
« Grarages
« Vinly Siding

» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
» Storm Damage

We Carry Prevagen and CBD OQil!
B Warren fl’ﬁarrnacy@?

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN

Camelot Quto LLL

Get Cash NOW
260-307-1302

@We %up Ehmk (!Ears
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House Speaker Johnson is committed to advancing Ukraine aid
But it will be a difficult task

By STEPHEN GROVES
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP)
— For over a month, House
Speaker Mike Johnson has
sat on a funding package
that would send desperately
needed ammunition and
weaponry to Ukraine, mull-
ing how best to gain a grasp
of what is expected to be a
difficult lift in the House.
The Republican speaker
has indicated he will attempt
to push for approval of tens
of billions in wartime fund-
ing for Ukraine, as well
as Israel, once the House
returns in April. Yet it will
be perhaps his most difficult
task since he took the speak-
er’s gavel late last year.
Still, Johnson has waited
to act at a time when Rus-
sia is renewing its mis-
sile attacks on Kyiv. In
Ukraine’s eastern regions,
soldiers are running low on
ammunition as they attempt
to hold off a surge of Rus-
sian soldiers to the front-
lines. European leaders and
analysts are warning that
the conflict could grow into
a much larger clash that
involves NATO allies and
direct American military
involvement if Russia pre-
vails in Ukraine.
Johnson is facing
dilemmas himself in Con-

gress. Should funding for
Ukraine’s government be
loans or a typical grant?
Should the $95 billion pack-
age that the Senate approved
for Ukraine, Israel and other
allies be handled as one or
broken into pieces? And
how decisively should he
push for the House to act
when his own leadership
position is being threatened?

Rep. Gregory Meeks, the
top Democrat on the House
Foreign Affairs Committee,
called it “devastating” that
the House has departed for
a two-week break with the
aid package left unresolved.
He, along with many Demo-
crats, called on Johnson to
allow a vote on a Senate-
approved bill.

“If you’re serious about
helping Ukraine, you just
put the bill on the floor and
let’s vote -- let the House
have its will,” he said.

But hardline conserva-
tives in the House, ada-
mantly opposed to aid
for Ukraine, are already
frustrated with Johnson’s
willingness to work with
Democrats to pass legisla-
tion — so much so that it
could cost him his job. Rep.
Marjorie Taylor Greene, a
far-right Republican from
Georgia, has filed a motion
to vacate Johnson as speak-

er and warned him not to
put Ukraine funding on the
House floor.

“He should not bring
funding for Ukraine,”
Greene told reporters on the
Capitol steps just after she
filed the motion to vacate.

Meanwhile, an old guard
of Republican defense
hawks has put increas-
ing pressure on Johnson to
advance an aid package in
some form. Most Demo-
crats have indicated support
for the Senate-passed leg-
islation. However, a grow-
ing number of Democrats
have raised concerns about
Israel’s deadly campaign
in Gaza, and a significant
number of them are expect-
ed to oppose any funding
for offensive weaponry for
Israel.

The dynamic leaves
Johnson with a shifting
and unpredictable House at
a time when he will need
to win broad, bipartisan
support. Before becom-
ing speaker, Johnson was
deeply skeptical of approv-
ing funding for Ukraine and
voted repeatedly against it.
But now, occupying one of
the most powerful positions
in Washington, Johnson is
poised to become a crucial
ally for Kyiv at a time when
America’s commitments
abroad are in doubt.

“We understand the role

A faster spinning Earth may
cause timekeepers to subtract
a second from world clocks

By SETH BORENSTEIN
AP Science Writer

Earth’s changing spin is
threatening to toy with our
sense of time, clocks and
computerized society in an
unprecedented way — but
only for a second.

For the first time in his-
tory, world timekeepers may
have to consider subtracting
a second from our clocks
in a few years because the
planet is rotating a tad fast-
er than it used to. Clocks
may have to skip a second
— called a “negative leap
second” — around 2029, a
study in the journal Nature
said Wednesday.

“This is an unprecedented
situation and a big deal,”
said study lead author Dun-
can Agnew, a geophysicist
at the Scripps Institution of
Oceanography at the Univer-
sity of California, San Diego.
“It’s not a huge change in the
Earth’s rotation that’s going
to lead to some catastrophe or
anything, but it is something
notable. It’s yet another indi-
cation that we’re in a very
unusual time.”

Ice melting at both of
Earth’s poles has been coun-
teracting the planet’s burst of
speed and is likely to have
delayed this global second
of reckoning by about three
years, Agnew said.

“We are headed toward a
negative leap second,” said
Dennis McCarthy, retired
director of time for the U.S.
Naval Observatory who
wasn’t part of the study.
“It’s a matter of when.”

It’s a complicated situ-
ation that involves, phys-
ics, global power politics,
climate change, technology

and two types of time.

Earth takes about 24
hours to rotate, but the key
word is about.

For thousands of years,
the Earth has been gener-
ally slowing down, with the
rate varying from time to
time, said Agnew and Judah
Levine, a physicist for the
time and frequency division
of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology.

The slowing is mostly
caused by the effect of tides,
which are caused by the pull
of the moon, McCarthy said.

This didn’t matter until
atomic clocks were adopted
as the official time standard
more than 55 years ago.
Those didn’t slow.

That established two ver-
sions of time — astronomi-
cal and atomic — and they
didn’t match. Astronomi-
cal time fell behind atomic
time by 2.5 milliseconds
every day. That meant the
atomic clock would say it’s
midnight and to Earth it was
midnight a fraction of a sec-
ond later, Agnew said.

Those daily fractions of
seconds added up to whole
seconds every few years.
Starting in 1972, interna-
tional timekeepers decided
to add a “leap second” in
June or December for astro-
nomical time to catch up
to the atomic time, called
Coordinated Universal Time
or UTC. Instead of 11:59
and 59 seconds turning to
midnight, there would be
another second at 11:59 and
60 seconds. A negative leap
second would go from 11:59
and 58 seconds directly to
midnight, skipping 11:59:59.

Between 1972 and 2016,
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27 separate leap seconds
were added as Earth slowed.
But the rate of slowing was
tapering off.

“In 2016 or 2017 or
maybe 2018, the slowdown
rate had slowed down to
the point that the Earth
was actually speeding up,”
Levine said.

Earth’s speeding up
because its hot liquid core
— “a large ball of molten
fluid” — acts in unpredict-
able ways, with eddies and
flows that vary, Agnew said.

Agnew said the core has
been triggering a speedup
for about 50 years, but rapid
melting of ice at the poles
since 1990 masked that
effect. Melting ice shifts
Earth’s mass from the poles
to the bulging center, which
slows the rotation much like
a spinning ice skater slows
when extending their arms
out to their sides, he said.

that America plays in the
world. We understand the
importance of sending a
strong signal to the world
that we stand by our allies
and we cannot allow ter-
rorists and tyrants to march
through the globe,” Johnson
said.

Fond of quoting former
President Ronald Reagan,
Johnson has repeatedly cited
“peace through strength” as
one of his guiding princi-
ples. In private, he has indi-
cated he will work towards
a vote on Ukraine aid once
the House returns in April,
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according to two people
who discussed the private
conversations on the condi-
tion of anonymity. But he
has revealed little about how
he intends to do it.

One idea Johnson has
raised is splitting the fund-
ing for Ukraine and Israel
into separate votes, which
could allow him to navigate
the fractures in support for
the two countries between
Republicans and Demo-
crats.

Senior Republicans are
also working on a package
that would loan Ukraine
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money to keep its govern-
ment operating. Most of
the money in the package
would be allocated for pur-
chasing weaponry from
U.S. defense manufactur-
ers, then sending them to
Ukraine. The group of GOP
defense hawks has also
advanced legislation called
the Rebuilding Economic
Prosperity and Opportunity
for Ukrainians, or REPO
Act, which would allow the
U.S. to tap frozen Russian
central bank assets to com-
pensate Ukraine for dam-
ages from the invasion.
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