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Sentence reduced for mother of slain boy

By SYDNEY KENT

The mother of Owen Collins, a
three-year-old from Wells County
who died in January 2015, will be
released from prison early.

Breanna Joy Arnold, 30, Bluff-
ton, appeared in the Wells Circuit
Court in September for a sentence
modification hearing.

With the completion of “every
possible program” thus far, Arnold

already received a time cut of
nearly seven years and was sched-
uled for release in July of 2028.
In January, Arnold’s sentence was
modified to 16 years executed
with 6.5 years suspended. Her new
release date is July 2025.

Arnold was originally sen-
tenced in January 2017 to 22.5
years in prison for one count of
dealing in methamphetamine in

the presence of a child, a Level 2
felony. Of that, 2.5 years were sus-
pended and ordered to be served
on house arrest after she had
served 75% of her sentence.

Multiple charges, including
a Level 1 felony for neglect of
a dependent resulting in death,
were dismissed as part of her plea
agreement, which capped her sen-
tence at 20 years executed.

Construction

season begins

Spring cleaning has
begun for Bluffton as the
Street Department works

to repair some sidewalk
and curbs. Crews are cur-
rently working on Scott
Street, with the main focus
over the next week being
on the east side of the '
city, from Main to Wayne H
streets, according to

Simpson. Above, Juan
Dominguez, and Clay
Smith clean the demoed
area, while Shane Turner
drives the forklift carry-
ing concrete. (Photos by
Jonathan Snyder)

o 563607

Street Commissioner Tim [~ =

The charges were filed follow-
ing the investigation into the Col-
lins’ death.

According to a probable cause
affidavit, police located the child’s
body wrapped in plastic wrap in a
charred dresser in the woods after
he was initially reported miss-
ing. The scene was approximately
12 miles from his home. While
authorities initially were told Col-

lins had died after ingesting meth,
his cause of death was later deter-
mined to be blunt force trauma.
Arnold’s then-boyfriend, Zach-
ary Barnes, pled guilty to Collins’
murder and was sentenced to 50
years in prison. Barnes also pled
guilty to abuse of a corpse and
dealing methamphetamine. He
was sentenced to 12 years behind
(Continued on Page 2)

County prepares
for upcoming
total eclipse

By JONATHAN SNYDER

Eclipse fever is setting in Indi-
ana, and Wells County will be a
prime spot to participate in the
unique event.

The April 8 path of totality cov-
ers almost all of Wells County. The
only exception is a small area in
the northwest corner, where the
totality path cuts Zanesville in
half. Complete totality in Bluffton
will start around 3:08 p.m. and will
last about two and a half minutes.

Laura Ainslie of the Fort Wayne
Astronomical Society emphasized
there is a major difference between
99% totality and full totality. Full
totality allows visibility of the
sun’s corona, the glowing outer-
most part of the sun, in addition to
casting its path in darkness.

“The sky doesn’t get super
dark,” added Ainslie. “It gets twi-
light dark, like deep twilight dark
under a total eclipse.”

Weather also plays a key fac-
tor in eclipse-watching. If cloudy,
a partial eclipse could be relatively
unnoticeable. However, Bluffton
should still experience effects in
the line totality.

“In partial eclipses, you won’t
see any of that partial eclipse
stuff,” Ainslie said. “But then
when totality hits, wham! It
becomes dark as midnight, sud-
denly.”

Because of this, Ainslie cau-
tioned drivers to preemptively turn
on their headlights.

Cell towers and other internet

(Continued on Page 2)

APC gives “do pass”
recommendation for
Meyer Renovation

By JONATHAN SNYDER

A business rezoning petition
for a 5,000-square-foot structure
at 10350 North State Road 1 in
Ossian has been given a “do pass”
recommendation with conditions
from the Wells County Area Plan
Commission.

The issue now moves to the
Wells County Commissioners,
who, if approved, would change
the area from a residential to a
business-three zone. Jason and
Casandra Meyer of Meyer Reno-
vation will then create a develop-
ment plan for the site, set to be the
new storefront for their business.

The rezoning discussion took
the majority of the three-hour
meeting on Thursday. The build-
ing on the property will be used
for a garage and storage area, a

business showroom and residen-
tial use. Area Plan Commission
Executive Director Mike Lautzen-
heiser noted that a special exemp-
tion would have to be made to the
Board of Zoning Appeals to keep
the residential portion.

Since the area resides next to
solely residential homes, there
were many concerns about the
rezoning. Meyer presented a study
that showed multiple other busi-
nesses near the region, such as
Lighted Gardens and Dollar Gen-
eral, carry no dramatic changes in
residential property values.

The board also had some con-
cerns about a septic holding tank
potentially near a community well.
Meyer said he was sure he had a
permit from the Health Depart-

(Continued on Page 2)

Senate struggles to wrap up $1.2T funding package

By KEVIN FREKING and
MARY CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Senate bogged down Friday eve-
ning on a $1.2 trillion package
of spending bills, increasing the
prospects that funding for some
key federal agencies could lapse
and initiate a partial government

shutdown beginning at 12:01 a.m.
Saturday.

Though passage was not in
doubt, Republicans and Democrats
were at odds over votes on pro-
posed amendments in exchange
for expediting a final vote.

Republicans said Friday eve-
ning that they had proposed sever-
al amendments on border security

and other issues, but that Demo-
crats had rejected those votes dur-
ing hours of talks. Any successful
amendments to the bill would send
the legislation back to the House,
which has already left town for a
two-week recess.

“Right now, it doesn’t look
good,” Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D.,
said after emerging from talks on

the Senate floor.

The practical impact of a fund-
ing lapse in the near term would
likely be minimal, with federal
offices closed for the weekend and
many government services funded
through earlier legislation. Still,
there could be varying impacts
on the Pentagon, the Department
of Homeland Security and other

agencies that would see a lapse in
funds — especially if the disagree-
ments drag into Monday.

The White House Office of
Management and Budget typi-
cally sends out guidance to agen-
cies ahead of any potential funding
lapse.

While Congress has already
(Continued on Page 2)
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Mother of slain boy

(Continued from Page 1)
bars.

During Arnold’s sentence
modification hearing, mul-
tiple testimonies presented,
including Arnold’s, depicted
the lifelong suffering of
a young victim who was
abused by their stepfather —
however, the victim was not
Collins.

Arnold testified a thor-
ough account of the physi-
cal, psychological and sex-
ual abuse she endured and
witnessed throughout her
childhood.

Arnold said she experi-
enced such severe sexual
abuse as a child that she
currently suffers from an
ongoing medical condi-
tion that prohibits her from
using the restroom without
assistance. She cried as she
said that medical care for
her condition is limited in
prison.

Arnold was represented
by Mark Koselke, deputy
attorney for the Indiana
State Public Defender’s
Office. Hannah Hall, Miti-
gation Investigation Special-
ist, also testified during the
hearing.

Hall told the court that
based on a self-administered
quiz called the ACE ques-
tionnaire, Arnold has expe-
rienced more adverse child-
hood experiences than many
of her peers. Hall empha-
sized that only 1 in 1,000
people experience the same
amount or types of traumatic
experiences.

Koselke said his office
deals with the “worst of the
worst” cases and that Arnold
was exceptional.

“Breanna’s childhood
was not only difficult, it
was almost impossible to
successfully come out of,”
Koselke said. “She struggles
to forgive herself.”

A close family member
of Arnold also testified dur-
ing the hearing. She recount-
ed her experiences of the
abuse that she and Arnold
experienced at the hands of
Carter Arnold and their two
older brothers. The family
member also told the court
that her child was Carter

Eclipse preparation

(Continued from Page 1)
services may also be slower
due to increased web traffic
and potential tourism. The
Visit Wells County website
notes that for businesses
in the area, card readers
may be slow and delivery
times may increase; people
are also asked to plan for
increased traffic.

“Get as much informa-
tion as you can in advance,”
Ainslie said. “In my expe-
rience, especially eclipse
websites might get jammed
up and you can’t get that
information.”

According to Visit Wells
County, Ouabache State
Park, 4-H Park, Archbold
Wilson Park, both branches
of the Wells County Pub-
lic Library, Markle Fish
and Game Park and Mar-
kle Health and Rehab will
allow the public to view the
eclipse from their sites.

Ouabache campground
reservations have been

Funding package

(Continued from Page 1)
approved money for Veter-
ans Affairs, Interior, Agricul-
ture and other agencies, the
bill at issue Friday is much
larger, providing funding
for the Defense, Homeland
Security and State depart-
ments and other aspects of
general government.

The House had approved
the package of spending bills
earlier Friday, a long overdue
action nearly six months into
the budget year that would
push any threats of a govern-
ment shutdown to the fall.

The House passed the bill
by a vote of 286-134, nar-
rowly gaining the two-thirds
majority needed for approv-
al. More than 70% of the
money would go to defense.

The vote in the House
reflected anger among
Republicans over the content
of the package and the speed
with which it was brought to
a vote. House Speaker Mike
Johnson brought the mea-
sure to the floor even though
a majority of Republicans
ended up voting against it.

LOCAL/NATION

Arnold’s most recent victim
of child sexual abuse.

Koselke then asked the
court to acknowledge that
Carter Arnold had a cur-
rent criminal case with said
child.

Koselke argued that dur-
ing Breanna Arnold’s origi-
nal sentencing hearing, there
was a “mischaracterization
of the facts” and of Breanna
Arnold as a person. This was
largely in part because Cart-
er Arnold was painted as a
supportive figure in her life,
Koselke said.

Koselke argued that the
image of Breanna Arnold
having a stable stepfather
discounted her resilience
during her original sentenc-
ing hearing.

He also said that Arnold
admitted what she did was
wrong and took full account-
ability for her crime.

Koselke detailed the long
list of counseling services
and programs Arnold has
completed during her time
in prison. He argued that it
would be “cruel and unusual
punishment’ to allow her to
continue to remain incarcer-
ated with no way to better
herself and that she could
access better services out-
side of prison.

“I'm good right now,”
Arnold said regarding men-
tal health services. “But |
could be great.”

During her recount of the
events that led up to Collins’
death, Arnold continually
emphasized the word “his”
concerning Barnes’ drug
manufacturing and use. She
also insisted she was forced
to inject the drugs into her
body. Prosecutor Colin
Andrews also asked Arnold
to explain a series of five
counts of misconduct that
occurred during her time in
prison.

In one count, she
walked away from prison
officials, disobeying direct
orders. She said that she
felt she was doing what
was best. Andrews argued
that she was not more
cooperative towards law
enforcement according to
the instance.

“I get the sense that Miss
Arnold wants to be a genu-
ine participant here,” Pros-
ecutor Colin Andrews said.
“There’s still a lot of finger-
pointing and blame going
on.”

Andrews acknowledged
Arnold’s significant past
with abuse, as well as the
progress she has made over
the last nine years. However,
he argued that she failed to
take full accountability for
her part in Collins’ death.
He also emphasized the
response from the communi-
ty and that the original sen-
tence was “constitutionally
appropriate” and should not
be modified.

“There was a massive
search that spanned multiple
counties,” Andrews argued.
“There is a cry for justice
here for our community —
we suffered for this. There
are still stickers on our cars
that say ‘fly home little
buddy’ in honor of Owen.”

Kiracofe asked Arnold if
she intended to return to this
community. She confirmed.

“Undoubtedly you’re
going to cross paths with
someone who remembers
and knows who you are,”
Kiracofe said. “What would
you say to them if you faced
some criticism on why
you’re out?”

“The fact of the matter is
I’ve done two-thirds of my
time and I’ve changed for
the better,” Arnold respond-
ed. “If you grant this request
from me, then that means
you believe I can do bet-
ter. If you grant this request,
what does anyone have to
say? I’ve done my time.”

Arnold said that her past
is her past, and though she
could move and start over in
a new town, someone could
always learn her identity.
She said she wants to help
other people in the future
with her experiences and
even open a facility to care
for elderly offenders “in the
proper way” one day.

Kiracofe said he would
take the request under
advisement and commended
Arnold on her growth over
the last near-decade.

booked for about two
months, according to office
manager Joni Cincotta.
People will still be able to
walk around the park, but
campsites will not be avail-
able. The 4-H Park still has
sites available — camping
involving electric power
costs $40, and primitive
camping options cost $20.
The Wells County Pub-
lic Library will host a five-
minute overview of what
eclipses are and safety pre-
cautions. Fort Wayne Astro-
nomical Society’s Larry
Clifford will also bring a
telescope with a solar filter
to the library. Community
relations manager Emily
Marshall stated about 150
people are signed up for the
Bluffton location, but the
Ossian location is almost
full. The library will give out
free glasses while supplies
last, Marshall said.
Archbold Wilson’s camp-
ground will also have music

and food available at their
site. Made By Mamaw
Embroidery will also have
items available for purchase
to celebrate the occasion.
Markle’s Fish and Game
Park will offer free parking
at their location, with food
available from food trucks,
concession stands, and The
Pickle Bar and Grill.

Markle Health and Rehab
will have a bounce house at
their location, along with
a limited supply of free
glasses. Hot dogs, chips, ice
cream and water are avail-
able at Markle Health and
Rehab. Markle Town Hall
will have free glasses avail-
able, according to Clerk-
Treasurer Stephenie Hensley.

Ouabache will have
glasses for sale, $3 each, or
four for $10. Archbold Wil-
son Park will have free sun-
glasses donated by Paddle-
fish Solar available while
supplies last.

Jjonathan@news-banner.com

He said afterward that the
bill “represents the best
achievable outcome in a
divided government.”

In sign of the conserva-
tive frustration, Rep. Mar-
jorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga.,
initiated an effort to oust
Johnson as the House began
the vote but held off on fur-
ther action until the House
returns in two weeks. It’s
the same tool that was used
last year to remove the last
Republican speaker, Kevin
McCarthy of California.

The vote breakdown
showed 101 Republicans
voting for the bill and 112
voting against it. Mean-
while, 185 Democrats voted
for the bill and 22 against.

Rep. Kay Granger, the
Republican chair of the
House Appropriations Com-
mittee that helped draft the
package, stepped down
from that role after the vote.
She said she would stay on
the committee to provide
advice and lead as a teacher
for colleagues when needed.

Johnson broke up this fis-

cal year’s spending bills into
two parts as House Repub-
licans revolted against
what has become an annual
practice of asking them to
vote for one massive, com-
plex bill called an omnibus
with little time to review it
or face a shutdown. John-
son viewed that as a break-
through, saying the two-part
process was “an important
step in breaking the omni-
bus muscle memory.”

Still, the package was
clearly unpopular with most
Republicans, who viewed
it as containing too few of
their policy priorities and as
spending too much.

It’s taken lawmakers six
months into the current fis-
cal year to get near the finish
line on government funding,
the process slowed by con-
servatives who pushed for
more policy mandates and
steeper spending cuts than
a Democratic-led Senate or
White House would consider.
The impasse required several
short-term, stopgap spending
bills to keep agencies funded.

Weather

Saturday, March 23, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:21 p.m. Friday)
High: 44; Low: 28; Precipitation: Trace of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.84
feet at 8:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast

Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 43. North wind
around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 25. East wind
around 10 mph.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 48. East wind 10 to 15
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 36.
East wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Monday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 63. Breezy.

Monday Night: Showers, mainly after 2 a.m. Low
around 47. Chance of precipitation is 90%.

Tuesday: Showers. High near 56. Breezy. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 80%.

Tuesday Night: Showers likely, mainly before 2 a.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 34. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60%.

Tax bills mailed Monday

Tax bills for Wells County property owners are scheduled
to be mailed on Monday, March 25. The first (spring) install-
ment of 2024 taxes are due May 10, and the second (fall)
installment will be due Nov. 12. Tax bills mailed includes
coupons for the May and November payments, and this will
be the only bill property owners will receive in 2024.

Taxpayers can pay in person at the treasurer’s office.
Hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.

e Pay by mail: Send property tax bill with your payment
to Wells County Treasurer, 102 W. Market St., Suite 204,
Bluffton, IN 46714. If a receipt is requested, enclose a self-
addressed, stamped envelope.

e Pay at the following local banks: First Bank of Berne,
F&M Bank, First Merchants Bank or 1st Source Bank. You
must have your tax bill coupon to pay at the banks.

¢ Pay online: Visit www.wellscounty.org. Fees will apply.

e Pay by phone: Call toll-free 1(877) 690-3729 and use
Jurisdiction Code: 2438

2024-2025 Kindergarten
Registration Open House

In a letter to the court
three months after the
modification hearing,
Arnold detailed additional
employment opportunities
she has received while in
prison. Several weeks later
in January, an order offi-
cially approved the modi-
fication.

During her closing state-
ments, Arnold said that the
first thing she wants to do
when she gets released from
prison is to visit Collins’
gravesite. Next, she wants
to have a meal with her
family

“It’s not easy to forgive
yourself when it was my job
to protect my children and
do better for them,” Arnold
said. “T know I need to tell
my son, Travis, I’'m sorry,
but the person I need to say
sorry the most is Owen, and
I’'m not going to get that
opportunity unless I live
my life right and end up in
heaven with him. I have
tried to change myself so
going forward, I can do bet-
ter. I want to live a better life
and I don’t want to succumb
to the circumstances of how
I grew up.”

Carter Arnold was
woven as the common
thread that led to the unrav-
eling of Arnold and Owen’s
lives. Under the 18 Level
1 and Level 4 felonies for
child molestation, Carter
Arnold easily faced life in
prison.

He was sentenced to a
combined 16 years in prison
under two charges for child
molestation in October. Six-
teen additional charges for
child molesting were dis-
missed.

Kiracofe stated that Cart-
er Arnold’s age was the only
reason he was accepting the
plea deal.

“I think your actions are
disgusting,” Kiracofe said
during his sentencing hear-
ing in October. “Genera-
tional victimization has gone
on.”

a4

April 10, 2024 « 3:30-6:00pm
Please enter door #20. Bring Birth Certificate & Proof
of Residency. Students are encouraged to attend. Tours

will be offered. Sign up for screening held in May.

@www.swraiders.com

Arnold will be required
to complete a period of pro-
bation following her release
from incarceration.

sydney@news-banner.com o 765-728-2121

COMMERGIAL REAL ESTATE & LAND AUCTION

Tuesday, April 9th || 6:00 PM EST

© 260.724.7402 © info@kjauction.com @kjauction.com

1600 ‘W Washington Street Bluffton, TN 46714

Tract 1:13,128 SQ. Feet Heated Building, Floor Drains, 3 Phase Power, Office
Space, 14' & 12' Overhead Doors, 2.80t Acres, Zoned Commercial, Harrison
Township

Tract 2: 5,000 SQ. Feet Building, 4 14'x18' Overhead Doors, 4.2 + Acres, Zoned
Commercial, Harrison Township Acess Via 30' easement off Tract 1

300 W ( 1/2 Mite south of State Road 124)
Potential Building Sites!
Tract 3: 13.8t Acres Tillable Zoned: Agricultural, Liberty Township
Tract 4: 6.7t Acres Total with 1.5 Acre Woods Zoned: Agricultural, Liberty

Township

SOIL MAP BREAKDOWN
BkB2: Blount-Del Rey silt
loams, 1to 4 percent
slopes, eroded

DeA: Del Rey-Blount silt
loams, 0 to 1 percent slopes
Mh: Milford silty clay loam,
0to 2 percent slopes

Pm: Pewamo silty clay
loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes

200 § (Between Adams CR 100 € & Meridian)

Tract 5: 8.34+ Acres Tillable Development potential with city utilities access,
Frontage On CR 200 S & Future Adams Street Zoned Agricultural, Harrison
Township

Tract 6: 5.00+ Acres Tillable Frontage on Future Adams Street Zoned
Agricultural, Harrison Township

Tract 7: 5.15¢ Acres Tillable Frontage on Future Adams Street Zoned
Agricultural, Harrison Township

SOIL MAP BREAKDOWN
BkB2: Blount-Del Rey silt
loams, 1 to 4 percent
slopes, eroded
DeA: Del Rey-Blount silt
loams, 0 to 1 percent slopes
Mh: Milford silty clay loam,
0to 2 percent slopes
Pm: Pewamo silty clay

loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes

RS

» Offered as Tndividual. Tracts or Jng Combination ®
Michael & Shelley Mossburg -Owners

Auction Terms & Gonditions Real Estate: $50,000 nonrefundable down payment due at close of auction. Possession of 2008 & 300W land Upon harvest of 2024 crops,
Possession of washington street to be at closing, Closing to be within 45 Days of auction. Buyer to receive 2nd half of 2024 cash rent, Taxes prorated to date of closing, A
staked survey will be provided, cost of the survey split 50/50 between buyer & seller. Title search, title policy, closing cost to be split 50/50 between buyer and seller. Not
Sold Subject to Inspections, Please have inspections done Prior to day of auction Sold AS/1S WHERE/IS. Sold Subject to Sellers approval. Not Responsible for accidents.
Auctioneers License: Trevor Gray (AU11500020 AC31500055)
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Destination Recreation

We have a new program called Junk
to Glam Barbie Dreamhouse on April
13 from 10-11:30 a.m. at Washington
Park Inside Pavilion. Families are invited
to work together to build a Barbie Dream-
house out of a box and upcycle items
to use as decorations. All supplies will
be provided. Make sure you bring your
Barbie doll to try out its new home. The
morning will also include refreshments
and a photo area. Registration is limited,
and the cost is $15 per box to create your
very own Barbie Dream House. When
registering, please indicate how many
will be attending in your group. An adult
is required to be present with their child/
children to assist in the build.

There is still time to sign up for the
Spring session of Senior Snippets. These
classes focus on the Senior population,
with weekly classes on various topics.
These free talks will be held at different
locations in town, so be sure to make a
note in your calendar after you sign up.
Some classes have limited space, and you
must call 824-6069 or e-mail events@
blufftonindiana.gov to register.

Mondays: April 15, April 22, and
May 6 at 2 p.m. — Dehydrating 101 and
Cooking with an Air Fryer at Washington
Park Indoor Pavilion.

Dehydrating 101 — Ever wonder
about dehydrating foods? Whether you’re
thinking about getting a dehydrator or
have one but need guidance, this class is
for you. Make sure to sign up for both
sessions of this two-part workshop. Ses-
sion 1 of 2 objectives: Basic methods
and techniques for dehydration. Choos-
ing healthy foods to dehydrate. Learn to
preserve food through dehydration safely.
Hands-on demonstration of the process.
Session 2 of 2 Objectives: Learn effec-
tive storage methods for long-term pres-
ervation. Explore how dehydrated foods
enhance a healthy diet. Sample healthy
dehydrated snacks. (April 15 and 22).

Cooking with an Air Fryer — Are
you Considering whether an air fryer
would benefit your kitchen, or do you
already have one but aren’t sure how to
use it? Join us for this class on air fryer
basics. Objectives: Basics of Air Frying

Bluffton Parks
News Notes

Rec

By Brandy
Fiechter

and different air fryer
models. Cooking/Food
Safety Tips. Air Fryer
Safety Tips. Recipes. Demonstration and
Samples. (May 6)

Tuesdays: April 16 and April 23.

10 a.m. — Foreign Countries at
Washington Park Indoor Pavilion: Lis-
ten to area high school exchange students
from Norwell High School talk about life
in their home country. Countries include
Sweden and Kyrgyzstan.

Wednesdays, April 17 — May 15.

10 a.m. — History Class at the Wells
County Historical Museum: Enjoy
an in-depth look at local history at the
Wells County Historical Museum. Con-
nie Brubaker will present the following
topics: Unsolved Murder, History of Hair
Jewelry, History of Miller Airport, and
History of the American Legion in Bluft-
ton.

1 p.m. — Movie/Book Club at the
Wells County Public Library: 5 weeks
of Vermeer with Catherine Campbell at
the Wells County Public Library. Come
for the beauty, stay for the inspiration.
Watch Colin Firth and Scarlett Johans-
son in the stunning “The Girl with a
Pearl Earring,” a fictional account of the
creation of Johannes Vermeer’s famous
masterpiece. Then, see a fascinating doc-
umentary presented by entertainers Penn
& Teller, “Tim’s Vermeer,” about the
reproduction of one of the Dutch Mas-
ter’s paintings.

2 p.m.—Easy Spring Crafts at the
Wells County Public Library, taught by
Emily Marshall. Explore your creativ-
ity at the library with a different Spring
craft each week. Emily Marshall with the
Wells County Public Library will lead
you through each craft, which will be
easy enough for beginners but still allow
you to get creative and make it your own.
All supplies provided.

Thursdays, April 18 — May 16.

3 p.m. — Crochet Lessons at Wash-
ington Park Indoor Pavilion: Instruc-
tor Kathy Gehrett will teach new and
advanced students how to crochet. Bring
a size H hook. Class size is limited to the
first 12 who preregister.

Have a great week!

Local Roundup

Wells County Council to
hold special session Monday

Bluffton Board of Works to
meet Tuesday afternoon

/

Friday evening rollover accident

Wells County EMS transported an unidentified male to Lutheran Hospital Friday evening
after he reportedly drove his GMC Sierra into a field on the west side of Ind. 1 south of
4508S. After leaving the highway, the driver rolled the truck an unknown number of times
before the vehicle stopped. As of press time, the Wells County Sheriff's Department had
not released any more information, such as the condition of the driver or the time the
crash happened. The Bluffton Fire Department also responded to the scene. All emer-
gency personnel left the scene by about 10:25 p.m. (Photo by Chet Baumgartner)

Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

City:

Thursday, 2:59 p.m., East
Harrison Road and South
Main Street. Welfare check
requested for driver slumped
over wheel.

Thursday, 4:32 p.m.,
1700 South Main Street.
Report of silver truck in lot,
subject possibly living there.
Man was waiting on some-
one to get him gas, not caus-
ing any issues.

Thursday, 7:17 p.m.,
Bluffton Police Department.
Subject turned in card he
found at the bank.

Thursday, 9:02 p.m., 200
block of West South Street.
Officer assisted with prop-
erty retrieval.

Thursday, 9:44 p.m.,
Walmart. Management
requested two individuals be
trespassed.

Friday, 12:29 a.m., 200
block of West Washington
Street. Caller reported dogs
barking for long periods.

Friday, 1:42 a.m., North
Main and East Market
streets. Driver cited for driv-
ing while suspended.

Friday, 9:09 a.m., Bluff-
ton Police Department.

warned.
ARRESTS

Tatiana Janae Royal,
29, Bluffton; Possession of
methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony. No bond set.

Mitchell Lee Buzzard, 39,
Huntington; Invasion of pri-
vacy, a Class A misdemean-
or. Bond set at $1,500.

Ervin Fernando, 26, Fort
Wayne; Operating without
ever obtaining license, a
Class C misdemeanor.

Z Karen Kay N

Roberts
Calling: 2 - 7 p.m. Monday,
March 25 at the funeral
home and one hour prior
to the service at the church.
Funeral: 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, March 26 at
Murray Missionary
Church.
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Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton
824-3852

N\ 7

1169 N. Main St. Ste. 14 Bluffton, IN

30 Years Experience
Land, Farms, Farm

Equipment, Estate Sales

Call Al « 260-760-8922
Email: auction@adamswells.com

1-800-451-2709
www.schraderauction.com

Subject requested to speak
to officer regarding other
homeless subject.

County:

Thursday, 3:19 p.m.,
Country Corner Deli, Lib-
erty Center. Report from bus
driver of vehicles passing
bus. Officer warned three
driver’s for swerving in their
lane behind the bus.

Thursday, 3:23 p.m., SR.
301 and East Wenger Court,
Bluffton. Driver cited for
disregarding stop sign.

Ossian:

Thursday, 4:15 p.m., 400
East 900 North, Ossian.
Report of a road rage incident
involving broken window.

Thursday, 11:40 p.m.,

Gavin Howell, Landon Johnson, Saman- Ogsian Del@. Dﬁver cited for
tha Kahn, McKenna King, Sophia Meeks, failure to file insurance and 3 ~
Chanie Mounsey, Lillia Paxson, Elisabeth failure to appear for driver THE

The Bluffton Board of Public Works
and Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday,
March 26, in the meeting room on the first
floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Topics on the agenda include:

* Consideration of four water adjustments.

* CRP application request from Bluffton
NOW!

* Discussion of a nuisance animal.

* Personnel requests.

* Dump truck quotes .

e Street closure request from Wells on
Wheels.

The Wells County Council will meet at 7
p-.m. Tuesday, March 25, in Room 105, the
multi-purpose room on the lower level of
the Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223
W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda will include:

e Consideration of two additionals
regarding the Local Trax and Rainy Day
funds.

e Discussion regarding a stipend an
additional clerical position for the High-
way Department with Supervisor Shawn
Bonar.

Southern Wells Jr.-Sr. High School
announces Quarter 3 honor roll

Southern Wells Jr.-Sr. High School has
released the names of its students on the
high honor roll and honor roll for the third

Real Estate and Auction Company, Inc.
Auction Marketing Specialists Since 1944

.

‘Brian Steffen ,,

Manager-Monument Specialist

Allen Steffen

Installation

safety program, and charged

quarter of the 201223t_l%% Sf;l(;):l year. Penrod and Kila gl(:relléiyl.l ol for operating while intoxi- MONUMENT
High Honor Roll Jayda Brown, Andi Jane Bryant, Dirk cat%(ii. day, 602 am.. SR. 1 CENTER Vicki Grube
Brittany Costello, Kammy Miller, Rylie  Frauhiger, Alison Knight, Carson Liddy, 3 90L& Aoy DN Y YT e ——— Office Assistant
Wilson and Tristen Worster. Aubree Meyer, Gunner Murray, Reagan aOnf(fiiE:rStni(z?ceI:\iiortﬁE gsgggl' Office of Blufjion Cemeteries E]E'll"-'E
Honor Roll Needler, Catalina Ramirez, Lilly Roe, Call 2 6 0_ 82 4 - 2 8 32

v
2980 E. State Rd. 124, Bluffton [=

Fireball shots on passenger

Allison Barger, Case Boxell, Malaina seat during traffic stop for

Delinda Schortgen, Emma Shepard and

Culbertson, Perrin Gates, Jaxon Heath, Bailey Trosper. speeding. Driver admitted to
Brayden Jakoon Cambrt L2 Py SR www.themonumentcenter.com

but blew a .0% PBT. Driver

Yazmine Tucker and Karlee Warner. Kinley Allred, Joshua Aulbach, Cash

.llth Grade Bant'er, Aliah Carroll, Miranda Holloway,
IR o oy vt Sesyrcagssonrvucuall | HIELP 10U GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

Carney, Alyssa Green, Andres Herrmann, Chanie Mounsey, Lillia Paxson, Elisabeth

Nickolas Lee, Hana McClain, Collena
Reeves and Derek Rockwell.
Honor Roll

Lydia Baumgartner, Quinten Darling,
Avery Gaskill, Tyler Grover, Colter Kiel,
Owen King, Cohen Miller, Bailee Moore,
Aruzhan Mussina, Ashlie Needler, Alaina
Nusbaumer, Kenzie Paxson, Dominic
Ramirez, Brandon Reed, Caroline Rip-
perger and Haidee Stetzel.

Penrod and Kila Shelley.
Honor Roll

Kaleb Boots, Kaylee Davis, Ellie
DeWeese, Harlie Durham, Lucy Fairchild,
Hallie Frauhiger, Madison Grover, Jacob
Hahn, Sevoa Harris, Kameron Hawkins,
Sophie Heckman, Mary Huffman, Bai-
ley Jenkins, Drew Lahr, Sarah McFar-
ren, Bryson Michael, Adalynn Morrison,
Marianne Pease, Evelyn Peterson, Abbie

_ A

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

L

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

10th Grade
High Honor Roll
Sydney Alstoft, Kolbie Beavans, Peyton
Bertsch, Peyton Ellis, Lilly Gartin, Addison
Gaskill, Shaylinn Geesaman, Jazlyn Gillum,
Emma Parks, Gracie Reeves, Lily Rhodes,
Taylor Rogers, Adeline Sabinske, Dannicka
Sorensen and Emily Steffen.
Honor Roll
Korbin Eltzroth, Chloe Enochs, Lexie
Fiechter, Jarin Frauhiger, Keith Gartin, Lee-
land Goodnight, Levon Goodnight, Lucas
Goodrich, Wyatt Harker, Kane Jenkins,
Lillian Mahorney, Michael, Miley Joanne,
Hayden Morgan, MacKenzie Taylor and

Powell, Milee Rickard, Abigail Sawin, Mia
Vanover, Cadence Watkins, Caylee Wil-
liams and Kendal Zavattaro.
7th Grade
High Honor Roll
Rylen Gates, Gabriella Hoffacker, Gwyn-
eth Howell, Logan Leas, Lyla Lyons, Ame-
lia Penrod, Adelynn Robles, Grace Rock-
well, Annalyse Roe and Grace Rogers.
Honor Roll
Aubrie Beavans, Brooklyn Blinn,
Leighann Carpenter, Landon Clifton, Alaina
Edmonds, Mack Frauhiger, Avery Geesa-
man, Camryn Hamilton, Adelyn Heim,
Kyan Johnson, Chase Kirkwood, Rylan

The Price 'I"ég is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Braden Yencer. Leas, Da_Vid McM_illan, Lyric MCQ}leary,
_ 9th Grade Jacob Miller, Olivia Newman, Lucille WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION
High Honor Roll Palmer, Kylie Peterson, John Schneider,

Kinley Allred, Joshua Aulbach, Cash
Banter, Aliah Carroll, Miranda Holloway,

Ella Schwartz, Timothy Smith and Logan
Tarr.

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall - 260-824-1618
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One giant leap into the 21st
century for this old Boomer

One small ste »
for most. One b saturday S sub
giant leap for oth-
ers. That would be me.

The time had come. Others, particu-
larly my wife, would say it was past
time.

It has always been interesting, espe-
cially the past few years, to see reac-
tions whenever I pulled out my flip
phone. Some chuckled, some envied,
but I like to think the majority were
both amused and at least somewhat
envious.

“I wish I’d never gotten this thing,” was heard more
than once as they pulled out their often-bulky modern
contraption that is more computer than phone.

There was an article in a national publication I
clipped out: “Flip the phone script; Members of Gen Z
are snapping up ‘dumb’ flip phones.” It was about how
flip phones were making a comeback because of the
addictiveness of smart phones and the loss of privacy
by their mere presence. There is no doubt they are lis-
tening. That was a year ago already; I don’t think that
trend actually developed, but then dumb-phone people
might be just keeping them hidden.

On a trip last year during an airport layover, one
of our traveling companions told me that while I had
been texting someone, a young boy nearby tugged his
father’s arm and pointed at me. They both chuckled, he
said. I can just hear the kid saying “Look Dad, a dino-
saur.”

I didn’t hear them, but I am sure the gals in the N-B
office were at least smirking whenever I was texting
someone there: Beep-beep-beep. Bop-bop. Boop-boop.
Beep. Bipp-bipp. My wife once asked me to put my
phone on “silent” mode whenever I would text around
her.

And that’s one of the
main reasons I have finally
acquiesced. People want to
communicate via text more
and more, including me. Not
only is that problematic on
a flip phone but mine was
getting evermore eccentric
and problematic as it aged.
Just like me, I guess. It probably didn’t help any that I
had dropped it a couple times, once cracking the hinge
that opened it, the second time the front screen became
non-functional. I could no longer tell who was calling
without flipping it open which automatically answered
the call, whether or not I wanted to talk to them.

That happened at least six months ago. I was still
stubbornly hanging on. I didn’t like to carry around the
small flip phone, let alone a larger hip attachment. (So I
got the smallest one still available.) I didn’t want to be
tied to this gadget like I see so many people — waiting
in line or at an office or eating their meals at a restau-
rant whether or not they’re alone — and am determined
not to do that. I didn’t want to have Siri or Alexus lis-
tening in on my conversations and then sending me ads
or notifications about that. (She is turned off. I think.)

Ordering it and setting it up did not do a lot to ease
those qualms. We have been customers of Consumer
Cellular. Their customer service reps are people you can
understand and their training obviously is focused on
dealing with older people and our struggles with tech-
nology. The young man who took my order about two
weeks ago was almost condescending. The nice lady
who helped me set it up last Saturday was a godsend.

I had hoped to be able to transfer my “Contacts” from
the flip phone to the new iPhone. She said we could try
but it would likely not work well. So we linked it to our
laptop MacBook at home and finished up.

After completing the process and saying farewell,

I did the re-start and began poking around, and then

I dove into entering my “Contacts” manually while
watching some college basketball. The phone had
downloaded a long list of contacts from somewhere but
they were terribly outdated and only had email address-
es. For example, one was for my younger brother’s
email at a church he hasn’t been at for about 25 years.
It also had the Photo Gallery from my iPad. How’d that
get there?

I accidentally called our oldest son, somehow with-
out his phone number being in that contact list yet, and
then accidentally terminated the call as we were talking.
I clicked on the FaceTime App and it immediately con-
nected me with our youngest son, with whose family
we frequently FaceTime on my iPad. How’d that hap-
pen? Is this thing reading my mind?

Just as [ was breaking a sweat, realizing that my
worst fear of dealing with a device smarter than me was
coming true, this new gadget in my hand rang. (The
default ringtone was some sort of phoo-phoo noise. My
wife insisted I change it. I eventually figured out how to
do that. But I digress.) A friend was calling. Although
his contact had been in my flip phone it only showed a
phone number. I took that as a good sign. Not sure why.

I was able to answer it. I didn’t hang up on him, and
I successfully terminated the call without cutting him
off or blowing this thing up. Maybe there is hope, I
thought.

Our son welcomed me to the 21st century and
added, “welcome to a world where you’re tied to your
phone.” I told him that was perhaps the main reason I
had not made the switch and my intent was to remain as
non-dependent as possible. “Good luck,” he said. And
chuckled. Not encouraging.

After sharing with the friend that he was honored to
be my first phone call on it (he had recently dubbed my
old phone as “Flipper,” giving me an additional emo-
tional attachment to it), he recommended I call one of
the grandkids to come help me set it up. They will be
here next Saturday. I am working on a list of questions.
It gets longer every day.

No small step for me.

Mark Miller

miller@news-banner.com
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The Electric Car Fiasco

Donald Trump’s anodyne if overexcited
comment that the U.S. auto industry would
face a “bloodbath” if he’s not elected and
doesn’t impose 50% or 100% tariffs on cars
produced predictable results.

“Don’t outsmart yourself,” Sen. Brian
Schatz (D-Hawaii) posted, and Joe Biden’s
campaign promptly charged Trump with
promising a “bloodbath” if he loses, without
saying that he used a common metaphor and

was talking about the auto industry. Michael has taken on the task of building electric
That’s a subject Team Biden is under- charging stations, with predictable results.
standably touchy about, given the conspicu- Barone After more than two years, the $5 billion

ous fiasco of its electric vehicle policies.

It’s summed up in a lengthy Wall Street
Journal report on how a “dramatic societal shift to
electric cars” had “overlooked an important constitu-
ency: the consumer.”

Evidence is plentiful. Manufacturers have been cut-
ting prices as dealers’ lots filled up with unsold elec-
trics. Ford is halving its output of electric F-150 trucks
in its Dearborn, Michigan, plant. General Motors deal-
ers are pressing the company to reverse its strategy, cut
EV production and build hybrids instead. Tesla CEO
Elon Musk warned of “notably lower” EV production.

Expectations elsewhere went unmet. Hertz sold
off 20,000 rental EVs at a loss of $245 million and
fired its CEO, a Goldman Sachs alumnus. EV startup
Fisker, which defaulted on $192 million in Obama
administration loans, is reportedly preparing for bank-
ruptcy. Apple is shutting down its multibillion-dollar
electric car division.

“Plans for an EV-led industrial revolution are in
full-scale retreat” in Britain, France and Germany, the
London-based Telegraph reported. “It looks like all
those ‘well-paid green jobs’ are going to take a little
longer to arrive than anyone anticipated.”

Liberals justify the $7,500 consumer subsidies for
EVs as a way to reduce carbon emissions. But, of
course, reductions depend on where the electricity,
and the rare earths and metals in batteries, come from.
Meanwhile the environmental pitch may have boosted
sales among Democrats, but it also has resulted in low
sales to Republicans.

These attitudes correlate with geography. EVs
may be practical to zip about in the mild weather of
the Pacific Coast and over the short distances of the
Northeast — Biden territory in 2020. But EV batteries
run out of charge over long distances, when it’s freez-
ing outside, or when you’ve got your air conditioning
on — all common experiences in the South, Midwest
and Rocky Mountain states, which Trump carried in
2016 and 2020.

It’s not hard to see, although government
projections seem to have missed it, that
many people would be reluctant to pay more
for a vehicle likely to totally stop functioning
in common use, and much more expensive
to repair.

And irksome to charge. In the 1920s, the
private sector built vast networks of gas sta-
tions capable of refueling a vehicle in five
or 10 minutes. In the 2020s, the government

2021 charging station program has produced
exactly eight charging stations.

In the marketplace, it’s clear the demand for elec-
tric vehicles is much smaller than that predicted by
environmental enthusiasts and imposed on carmakers
by the Biden administration. Toyota’s hybrid gasoline-
and-electric vehicles, while less fashionable in certain
quarters than battery-powered EVs, are rated as more
reliable and just as green, and they are outselling the
all-electrics.

As the late economist Herbert Stein said, “If some-
thing cannot go on forever, it will stop.” Projections
for EV sales have fallen woefully short month after
month. The Environmental Protection Agency projects
EV sales will rise from 7.6% in 2023 to 67% in 2032,
but the EPA’s tailpipe regulations, the tool used to raise
EV sales, are not on track to do so.

At least not without drastically cutting total auto
production. Environmental nonprofit organizations
may not mind that, but the United Auto Workers,
which represents workers at Detroit’s Big Three but
not at Tesla or foreign-based companies, does and has
demanded the administration change policy.

Which it has, sort of. The EPA is now announcing it
won’t enforce EV sales requirements until 2030. But it
still says it’s requiring two-thirds by 2032.

As you may have noticed, there are three presiden-
tial elections between now and late 2032, when Biden
will turn 90 and Trump 86. Team Biden is obviously
fiddling with its failed EV policies in the hopes of
smoothing over the differences between its environ-
mentalist and union constituencies, Marin County,
California, and Macomb County, Michigan. That
might work, up through Election Day.

Then, whoever wins, there will come something
you might provocatively call a bloodbath. For an
industry with large capital needs and long lead times,
or for environmentalists determined to phase out
vehicles that most consumers prefer and can afford —
maybe for both.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

The absurd four-day workweek

Karl Marx would be
proud. Bernie Sanders has
proposed taking another
step toward the philoso-
pher’s envisioned utopia
by proposing to mandate a
four-day workweek.

Marx wrote how in com-
munist society, workers
would be liberated to “hunt
in the morning, fish in the
afternoon, raise cattle in the
evening, criticize after din-
ner, just as I have in mind,

work less and make the same
is the socialist equivalent of
Mexico will pay for the border
wall. It’s not just promising a
free lunch, but a free break-
fast, lunch and dinner, with
8 room service delivering a late-
night snack gratis.
What we earn is not an
- arbitrary number, but is linked
Rich t what we produce. To sim-
plify, if everyone were to work
LOWI'y 20% less without becoming
any more productive, GDP

are still working long hours. Over
time, though, we have worked less.
In 1830, the average working week
was more than 70 hours, and over the
course of the next century, it dropped
by almost half.

If we were all content with 1940s
living standards, maybe we could
go all the way and adopt a two-day
workweek. From a 21st century per-
spective, though, returning to 1940s-
era housing, plumbing, technology,
transportation and health care would
feel like impoverishment, and it

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: « Our website
link (Submit your Letter) ¢ E-Mail: email@news-banner.
com * Fax: (260) 824-0700 « Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton
IN 46714  Drop-off: 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton. All letters
must be signed and must include a phone number or address
in case verification is desired. Letters are edited for brevity and
clarity. Letters must be no more than 500 words. Please
mark your correspondence as a “Letter to the Editor.”

without ever becoming
hunter, fisherman, shepherd or critic.”

Needless to say, that’s not how
communism turned out. Yet the
belief that work is basically a capital-
ist imposition that is unnatural and
bad for people still holds sway on
the left, and Sanders is, accordingly,
proposing to move from a 40-hour
to a 32-hour workweek to make us
healthy, wealthy and wise.

“It is time to reduce the stress level
in our country and allow Americans
to enjoy a better quality of life,” the
Vermont socialist insists. “It is time
for a 32-hour workweek with no loss
in pay.”

The last clause is the key one. If
everyone can work less and produce
and earn exactly the same, why not?
And if this is possible, why stop at
four days a week? It’d be positively
cruel to make someone work four
days when they can work three days
with the same outcomes.

Of course, the promise that we can

would decline 20%. The pie
would shrink, even though Sanders
is saying everyone’s slice would —
impossibly — be just as big.

It’s certainly true that Americans
work more than people in other
countries. France has a much-vaunt-
ed 35-hour workweek, although that
stricture only applies to blue-collar
workers. Still, France works less
than we do, and — in a sign that
basic economic laws aren’t so eas-
ily suspended — its workers make
less money. The average net dispos-
able household income in France,
according to The Week magazine, is
$34,375 a year, whereas it is $51,147
in the U.S.

If Sanders were being honest and
weren’t a socialist, he’d say he has a
great deal for Americans — they can
work less and become poorer. There
probably wouldn’t be many takers.

Sanders complains that American
workers are 400% more productive
than they were in the 1940s, yet they

would be.

What Sanders misses, as econom-
ics writer David Bahnsen argues in
his new book “Full Time: Work and
the Meaning of Life,” is that work is
good for us, indeed an inherent part of
the human condition. Moreover, the
problem isn’t that Americans work
too much, but that too many Ameri-
cans aren’t working at all. Noting
the long-term decline in labor-force
participation, Bahnsen points out that
if the participation rate were the same
as it was in 2000, an additional 10
million Americans would be working,
with a concomitant increase in goods
and services.

In short, the Sanders idea is a frank
expression of economic illiteracy.
Instead of working so hard to propose
and publicize such baldly ludicrous
ideas, it’d be better for everyone if the
senator found more time for leisure
pursuits and resolved to put in fewer
hours on the job.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry
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This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible

by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

ACITY ON AHILL
CHURCH
705 W.-900 N.,
Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship.

APOSTOLIC
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

APOSTOLIC
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,
Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)
4500E-3008S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School.

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM
LUTHERAN
CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org
9 a.m. - Divine Service.
10:15 - Adult Bible Class,
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice
of Bethlehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.
10 a.m. - Sunday
School. 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6 p.m. - Service.

BOEHMER UNITED
METHODIST
3467 S 600 W,
Liberty Center
boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:45 - Sunday School.

HIDAY

AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

824-0900 General Motors
824-1931 Chrysler

NATIONAL OIL
Delivery to Home
FARM « BUSINESS
824-2220

% Thoma/Rich,
% Lemler

Funeral Home
T WELLS COUNTY'S

OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS

308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN
260-824-3850
www.thomarich.com

NAPA WELLS CO.
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY,
INC.

643 N. Main St.
Bluffton
260-824-4460

(NAPR)

\__ 2

MIKEA
ANDERSON

CHEVROLET
FIND
604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN - 622-4115

=

POSY POT

126 W. Townley
Bluffton « 824-3330

R Warren Tﬁaﬂnacy@

(260)375-2135 <<
1-800-895-7035
222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.
‘Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

Real Estate

127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN
824-1588

BLUFFTON
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.
blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 & 6:30 p.m.
- Worship.

CALVARY
LUTHERAN, ELCA
1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto
9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

CHRISTIAN
NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.
6 p.m. - Praise & worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.
10 a.m. - Bible Study.
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1
mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:15 - Worship.
(Children’s Church for
ages 6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED
BRETHREN
88885-1100W-90,
Warren
9 a.m. - Worship. 10
a.m. - Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH
OF CHRIST
9 a.m. - Sunday school.
10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED
METHODIST
1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:40 a.m. - Sunday
School.

FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com
10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF OSSIAN
1001 Dehner Dr.

9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH
OF CHRIST
909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

FIRST CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL
classes. 10:15 - Worship.
6 p.m. - Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.
firstpcbluffton.org

9:30 a.m. - Children/
youth & Adult Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
(EVANGELICAL)
123 S. Jefferson St.,
Ossian
www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Adult Sunday
school. 10 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

FIRST REFORMED
CHURCH OF
BLUFFTON
301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:45 - Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.
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VICTIM OR VICTOR?
Society is filled with
individuals who consider
themselves victims. Nothing
reveals this more than adver-
tisements, signs, and social
media postings attempting
to shame others for real and
perceived slights.
“If you ever
lived here dur-
ing this time, then
YOU may be enti-
tled to compensa-
tion.”
“Go ahead - you
deserve it. It’s not

Those who saw and par-
ticipated in His miracles
wanted to crown Him King
(John 6:13), which would
have destroyed the power
of Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion.

Alone with His disciples,
Jesus affirmed that their
recognition of His
position as Messi-
ah could only have
been revealed by
God, then warned
His followers not
to tell anyone
(Matthew 16:13-

your fault.” 20; Mark 7:35-36).
“Injured by mal- When Pilate
practice? Contact : reminded Jesus of
our law firm.” by Martha Rome’s political
Mankind Paxson power over Him,

always finds some-

one else to blame

for character flaws or fail-
ures. Initially, Adam pointed
to Eve — and indirectly,
God — for his disobedience
(Genesis 3:12). Eve accused
the serpent (Genesis 3:13).
From that initial rebel-
lion until today, human-
ity has become proficient
in denouncing others while
refusing to recognize the
part they play in the “game”
of mistakes, victimhood, and
consequences.

Scripture reveals multiple
opportunities that our Savior
had to step away from His
path of obedience to death
on the cross.

Beginning with Satan’s
personal attempt to derail
God’s plan of salvation
through escape in the des-
ert (Matthew 4:1-11), Jesus
could have chosen to avoid
His future suffering.

Jesus responded,

“You would have
no authority over me...if it
hadn’t been given to you “
(John 19:10-11).”

During agonizing hours
on the cross, Christ was
even taunted by the religious
leaders to save Himself as
He had saved others (Mat-
thew 27:42).

Despite these possibilities
for escape through victim-
hood, our Lord chose eter-
nal victory by submitting to
the will of His Father (Luke
22:42).

This fallen world offers
unlimited opportunities for
living as a victim. God,
alone, provides the strength
to live as His forgiven,
restored, victorious child
(Romans 8:31-39). May this
Easter season inspire you to
choose the best, most victo-

rious life offered to you.
mpaxson99@yahoo.com

FAIRVIEW CHURCH
OF GOD
5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
foc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11

a.m. - Discipleship.

GRACE BIBLE
6626 Village Way, Berne
gracebibleberne.com
9 a.m. - Sunday classes.
10 a.m. - Collective Wor-

ship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE

11015S-600E, Keystone

9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10
a.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com
8am., 9:30 & 11 a.m. -
Service at Main Campus.
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service,
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:30 - Sunday School.

KINGDOM HALL
OF JEHOVAH'’S
WITNESSES
2803 N. Main St.
jw.org
10 a.m. - Worship.

LANCASTER CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m.

- Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER
BAPTIST
3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-
con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday
School. 9:55 - Fellowship.
10:15 - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir prac-

tice. 9 a.m. - Coffee,
donuts, conversation.
9:30 - Worship w/infant
nursery & children’s
church. 10:45 - Sunday
School.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E.
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Wor-
ship.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.
lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service
(Children’s programs
available).

LIVING FAITH
MISSIONARY
17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30

- Sunday School.

LIVING WATER
UNITED CHURCH
6486 S 700E, Bluffton
8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9
a.m. - Sunday School. 10

a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL
HILL SEVENTH DAY
ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. -
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH
OF CHRIST
455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org
9 a.m. - Adult Bible study

groups. 10:30 - Worship.
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

MARKLE
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218
10 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

NEW HOPE
LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)
8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.
webs.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School
& Adult Bible study. 10

a.m. - Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1
9:30 - Sunday School.
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:

* E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
* Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton

MURRAY
MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St.,
Murray
murraymc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11
a.m. - Sunday School.

OSSIAN CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org
9:15 a.m. - Bible study.
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org
9 a.m. - Worship, Wor-
ship child care nurse. 10
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 -
Adult Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.
blog.parkub.org
10 a.m. - Connection. 11

a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM
COMMUNITY
CHURCH
3625 E. 2nd St.

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 -
Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street
8:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH
COMMUNITY CHURCH
36 E. Walnut St.

9 a.m. - Worship. 10
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 -
Sunday School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central
11 a.m. - Worship & the
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St.
Suite 108, 110

riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1
sonlightwesleyan.org

9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.
Nursery & Children’s
classes available during
Sunday School & Wor-
ship.

SOUTHERN WELLS
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto
9 & 10:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. -
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass.
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or
by appointment - Confes-
sions. 5 p.m. - Mass.

Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m.
- Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur
stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 -

Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV.
LUTHERAN
16933 Thiele Rd.
stmarkfw.org
8:45 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ST. MARK’S
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St.,
Uniondale

10 a.m. - Worship.
10:15 - Children’s Sunday
School.

TURNPOINTE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship.
10 a.m. - Adult & Chil-

dren’s Worship.

THE CHURCH
AT MCNATT
9221 W 800 S-90,
Montpelier
8:30 a.m. - Coffee fel-
lowship. 9:15 - Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.
6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St.,
Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com
9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups.

10:30 - Worship.

UNIONDALE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5867 N. Main St.

9 a.m. - Worship.

UNIONTOWN
CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian
9 a.m. - Sunday School.

10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY
WORSHIP CENTER
CCCuU
2771 SE Mulberry St.,
Vera Cruz

9-10 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10-10:30 - Fel-
lowship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
205 S. Adams St.,
Monroe
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15
- Discipleship for adults &

children.

ZANESVILLE
COMMUNITY
CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.
9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10
a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED
BRETHREN IN CHRIST
3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School.

10 a.m. - Worship.
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Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P Harnish
Owner Owner

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton ¢ 824-3852
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Tnsarnance

AUTO « HOME - LIFE « BUSINESS
Perry Gerber
1120 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1237
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Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver
“For The Times You Don’t
Want to Leave Home.”

Family Ford
of Bluffton
More Than
A Customer...

You're Family
Bluffton
Dental

E
’ Clinic

1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
(260) 824-5940
Dr. Pamela J. Johnson

decaturdentalin.com

AdamsWells

INTERNET TELECOM TV
260-565-3131
A Division of Craiguville
Telephone Company, Inc.

Ri-ﬂounty Qervices
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of Adams & Wells
Supported Living « Waiver Services « Workshop
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Liberty Center’s Dick Harris
inducted into IBHOF Wednesday

By MARK MILLER

Liberty Center High School and
Manchester University legend Dick
Harris was inducted into the Indiana
Basketball Hall of Fame during a ban-
quet held in Indianapolis on Wednes-
day evening.

The 1964 Liberty Center gradu-
ate holds the career scoring record at
the school that was consolidated into
Southern Wells Jr./Sr. High School in
1972. He also lettered three years in
track and basketball at Liberty Center.

Harris was on the Liberty Center
team that famously played a 9-over-
time game in the Marion Regional
semi-finals in 1964, losing to Swayzee.
It is a record that still stands.

Harris had fouled out of that game
during the fourth quarter; it was widely
agreed that had he not fouled out, Lib-
erty Center would have most likely
won the game and gone on to play the
heavily favored Marion team in the
evening finale.

“But looking back,” he told the
News-Banner in a recent interview,
“it would have been just another game
and we would be long forgotten.”

After graduation, Harris went to
what was then Manchester College,

where he was named four-time All-
Indiana College Athletic Conference,
three-time All-NAIA District and All-
American.

When he was inducted as a charter
member into the Manchester Hall of
Fame in 1994, he still held 16 indi-
vidual Spartan records, including most
points scored in one game (54), points
scored in a season (790) and career
points (2,643).

After graduating with a degree in
biology, he was drafted by the NBA
Cincinnati Royals before being drafted
into the Army. He was named to the
1972 United States AAU team which
participated in the sixth International
Cup tournament in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
He led the USA team to the champion-
ship and a gold medal.

Harris taught biology for a few years
in Huntington and later became a com-
mercial airline pilot. He and his wife
Donna live in San Diego, California.

Wednesday’s schedule included a
reception at the Hall of Fame building
in New Castle before driving to India-
napolis for the evening reception and
dinner.

In his speech at the banquet, Harris
expressed his gratefulness to his father.

“When I had just started playing, he
said to me that it is easy to be better than
every one else when you’re bigger. You
need to learn to play the game better,”
he told the crowd. Harris was listed at
6-’4.5” during his playing days.

He gave credit to his high school
coach, Richard Butt, and his college
coach, Claude Wolfe, for helping him
develop those skills. He also thanked
his teammates in both high school and
college.

“I would like to dedicate this eve-
ning to my family members and my
friends that are no longer with us,” he
concluded his remarks. “They may not
be here in person but they are in spirit.
They are looking down with smiles on
their faces.”

The banquet honored a total of
17 inductees in the 2024 class that
included two other familiar names:
Dan Dakich of Andrean High School
near Merrillvile, who went on to
play at Indiana University; and Al
Gooden, Fort Wayne Wayne who
played at Ball State University and
then coached for a number of years
at several high schools, including
Wayne.

miller@news-banner.com

Zach Edey has first 30-20 as No. 1 seed
Purdue routs No. 16 Grambling State

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Zach
Edey had the first 30-point, 20-rebound
game in the NCAA Tournament since
1995, delivering on his promise to end
the discussion about first-round March
Madness exits by leading top-seeded
Purdue Boilermakers past 16th-seeded
Grambling State 78-50 on Friday night.

The greatest scorer and rebounder in
school history finished with 30 points
and 21 rebounds in 30 minutes, going
11 of 17 from the field. When he did
miss, he often scored on putbacks or
drew fouls. Defensively, he constantly
challenged the Tigers with his 7-foot-
4, 300-pound body, blocked shots, and

gobbled up even more rebounds as he
set up a second-round contest Sunday
against either eighth-seeded Utah State
or ninth-seeded TCU.

How good was Edey? The last
player with a 30-20 game in the tour-
nament was Joe Smith of Maryland on
March 18, 1995.

Braden Smith added 11 points and
10 assists for the Boilermakers (30-
4), who tied the school’s single-sea-
son record for victories. Purdue had a
48-23 rebounding advantage.

This was a far different story from
the one that played out 372 days earli-
er, when the Boilermakers fell to Fair-
leigh Dickinson to become the second
No. 1 seed to lose to a No. 16 seed in

the NCAA Tournament. This time,
they left no doubt about who had the
better team — or the better players.

Purdue took a 36-27 halftime lead
in front of a sellout crowd largely clad
in their dominant black color, 60 miles
from the school’s campus. Edey then
proceeded to lead the Boilermakers on
an 18-6 spurt to open the second half
and never looked back.

Tra’Michael Moton scored 21 points
and Kintavious Dozier finished with 16
for the Tigers (21-15), the Southwest-
ern Athletic Conference Tournament
champs who emerged as an early dar-
ling when they beat Montana State in
overtime in the First Four to earn their
first trip to the NCAA Tournament.

Men'’s tournament recap: SEC falling
hard while Pac-12 thrives in Round

Yale 78, Auburn 76

John Poulakidas scored 28 points,
Samson Aletan made a key block dur-
ing a wild scramble in the final sec-
onds, and 13th-seeded Yale beat No. 4
seed Auburn 78-76 in the first round of
the NCAA Tournament. For the second
straight year, the Ivy League Tourna-
ment champion took down one of the
pre-tournament favorites. The Bull-
dogs won an NCAA Tournament game
for just the second time in school his-
tory, rallying from a 10-point deficit
midway through the second half. Johni
Broome led Auburn with 24 points and
13 rebounds.

Colorado 102, Florida 100

KJ Simpson rattled in a tiebreak-
ing jumper from the baseline with 2
seconds left, and 10th-seeded Colo-
rado beat seventh-seeded Florida in
a 102-100 thriller in the first round of
the NCAA Tournament. Simpson fin-
ished with 23 points as the Buffaloes
and Gators put on the most impressive
offensive display of this year’s March
Madness. Colorado extended its sin-
gle-season school record for wins two

days after beating Boise State in the
First Four. The Buffs advance in the
South Region to face second-seeded
Marquette on Sunday. Walter Clayton
Jr. scored the last 16 points for Florida,
including a 3-pointer to tie the game at
100-all with 9 seconds left. He finished
with a career-high 33 points.
Texas A&M 98. Nebraska 83

Wade Taylor IV led five Aggies in
double figures with 25 points as No. 9
seed Texas A&M sent eighth-seeded
Nebraska home still looking for its first
NCAA Tournament victory after beat-
ing the Huskers 98-83 Friday night in
the South Region. The Aggies added
insult to injury by beating Nebraska
after unexpectedly hiring athletic
director Trev Alberts away from his
alma mater for the same job last week.
Texas A&M now will play either top-
seeded Houston or No. 16 seed Long-
wood with a trip to Dallas awaiting in
the Sweet 16. Brice Williams led the
Huskers with 24 points.

Clemson 77, New Mexico 56

Chase Hunter scored 21 points and

sixth-seeded Clemson ended No. 11

seed New Mexico’s hopes of repeating
the Mountain West’s run in the NCAA
Tournament, beating the Lobos 77-56.
The Lobos came in as the Mountain
West Tournament champs, a popular
pick to be this tournament’s version of
San Diego State a year ago. New Mex-
ico was favored by 2 1/2 points in this
game, according to FanDuel Sports-
book. But Clemson dominated on both
ends, leading by 19 points in the first
half and 23 in the second. Nelly Junior
Joseph had 14 points and 12 rebounds
for New Mexico.
Marquette 87, Western Kentucky 69
Kam Jones scored 28 points and
Tyler Kolek made a successful return
from an oblique injury, helping No. 2
seed Marquette rally for an 87-69 vic-
tory over No. 15 seed Western Ken-
tucky in the first round of the NCAA
Tournament. The Golden Eagles
trailed 43-36 at halftime, but they over-
whelmed the Hilltoppers in the second
half. Kolek finished with 18 points
and 11 assists in his first game since
Feb. 28. Next up for Marquette is the
(Continued on Page 7)

Women'’s tournament Round of 64
recap: Buckeyes advance,

Ohio St. 80, Maine 57

Jacy Sheldon had 19 points and
three other Ohio State players scored
in double figures as the Buckeyes ran
away from Maine 80-57 in the first
round of the women’s NCAA Tourna-
ment. The bigger and faster Buckeyes
swarmed Maine with a stifling press,
forcing 22 turnovers. Second-seeded
Ohio State advances to play seventh-
seeded Duke on Sunday. Sheldon
scored her 2,000th career point with
a layup late in the first half. Cotie
McMahon scored 13 points for Ohio
State, and Celeste Taylor and Taylor
Thierry each added 12. Anne Simon
led Maine with 25 points.
North Carolina 59, Michigan St. 56

Deja Kelly had 13 points and No.
8 seed North Carolina held off a late
Michigan State run for a 59-56 victory
to start the NCAA Tournament on Fri-
day. The Spartans cut a 16-point deficit
to 57-56 on Theryn Hallock’s 3-pointer
with 5.4 seconds left. But Kelly did
just enough at the foul line to pull off
the victory. Alyssa Usby had 16 points
and 17 rebounds, including the last one
after Kelly’s miss from the foul line
with 3.2 seconds to go.
South Carolina 93, Presbyterian 39

Chloe Kitts tied her career high with
21 points on 9-0f-9 shooting as No. 1
overall seed South Carolina easily over-
came the absence of starters Kamilla

Cardoso and Bree Hall to beat No. 16
seed Presbyterian 91-39 in the first
round of the women’s NCAA Tourna-
ment. The Gamecocks moved five wins
away from the 10th perfect champion-
ship season by overwhelming the Blue
Hose of the Big South Conference for
a second time this season. Next comes
another rematch against No. 8 seed
North Carolina on Sunday. The Tar
Heels gave up almost all of a 16-point
lead before holding on to defeat No. 9
seed Michigan State earlier Friday.
LSU 70, Rice 60

Angel Reese had 10 points and 19
rebounds, and third-seeded LSU over-
came a feisty performance by No. 14
seed Rice for a 70-60 victory in the
first round of the women’s NCAA
Tournament. Aneesah Morrow added
15 points, while Flau’Jae Johnson and
Mikaylah Williams each scored 14
for the defending national champion
Tigers. But LSU committed a season-
high 24 turnovers that helped Rice
stay in then game. LSU never led by
more than 11 and was up by just six
with 1:56 left. Destiny Jackson scored
15 and Malia Fisher had 13 points and
three steals for Rice.

Texas 82, Drexel 42

Shaylee Gonzales scored 21 points
and Taylor Jones added 18, and No. 1
seed Texas defeated No. 16 Drexel 82-42
Friday in the first round of the NCAA

Spartans fall

Tournament for its 13th win in the last 14
games. Gonzales converted 5 of 6 3-point
attempts while matching her season-high
in scoring. Jones hit 7 of 11 shots inside.
Drexel (19-15) had only one starter taller
than 6 feet — 6-2 Hedda Staatman.
Baylor 80, Vanderbilt 63

Bella Fontleroy scored 19 points
and grabbed 11 rebounds to lift Baylor
to an 80-63 victory over Vanderbilt in
the first round of the women’s NCAA
Tournament. Fontleroy hit 6 of 12,
including four 3-pointers, for the fifth-
seeded Bears (25-7), who broke open
a close game at halftime with a domi-
nating third quarter in winning for the
seventh time in their past eight games.
Iyana Moore led the 12th-seeded Com-
modores (23-10) with 15 points, but
made just 3 of 14 from the floor.

Alabama 82, Florida St. 74

Freshman Essence Cody had season
bests with 20 points and 14 rebounds
and No. 8 seed Alabama defeated No.
9 Florida State 82-74 in the first round
of the women’s NCAA Tournament.
Working inside, the 6-foot-4 Cody
more than doubled her average of
eight points a game. She also blocked
four shots. Alabama shot 5 of 6 from
the foul line in the final 44 seconds.
Ta’Niya Latson led Florida State with
25 points and five assists. Makayla
Timpson had 23 points, 11 rebounds
and three blocks.

SPORTS

Dick Harris in front of the display of memorabilia from his bas-
ketball career at the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame in New
Castle. He was inducted into the hall during a banquet held in
Indianapolis Wednesday evening. (Photos provided)
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Dick Harris poses with his three siblings at Wednesday morn-
ing’s reception in New Castle prior to leaving for the induction
banquet into the Indiana Basketball Hall of fame in Indianapo-
lis that evening. Standing from left are brothers Ted and Mike
Harris and sister Cheri Hall. (Photos provided)

High School Calendar

SATURDAY, MARCH 23

No events scheduled.

MONDAY, MARCH 25

No events scheduled.

TUESDAY, MARCH 26

No events scheduled.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27

No events scheduled.

THURSDAY, MARCH 28

No events scheduled.

FRIDAY, MARCH 29

BASEBALL: Norwell at Brownstown Central, 1 p.m. &
vs. Evansville Central at Bloomington South High School,
7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30

BASEBALL: Norwell vs. Edgewood, 10 a.m.; Norwell vs.
Brownstown Central at Edgewood high School, 5:30 p.m.

Corrections and clarifications

Friday’s News-Banner incorrectly identified Southern
Wells baseball head coach Evan Huffman as Evan Reyn-
olds.

Carson Smith, Peyton Miner and Sebastian Couch are
not on the roster.

Ohtani’s interpreter
fired by Dodgers after
allegations of theft

By STEFANIE DAZIO, RONALD BLUM and BETH
HARRIS Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Shohei Ohtani’s interpreter and
close friend has been fired by the Los Angeles Dodgers follow-
ing allegations of illegal gambling and theft from the Japanese
baseball star.

Interpreter Ippei Mizuhara, 39, was let go from the team
Wednesday following reports from the Los Angeles Times and
ESPN about his alleged ties to an illegal bookmaker. The team is
in Seoul, South Korea, this week as Ohtani makes his Dodgers
debut, and Mizuhara was in Los Angeles’ dugout during their
season-opening win.

Mizuhara was seen regularly chatting with Ohtani, who was
the Dodgers’ designated hitter, seemingly discussing his at-bats
over a tablet computer.

“In the course of responding to recent media inquiries, we
discovered that Shohei has been the victim of a massive theft
and we are turning the matter over to the authorities,” law firm
Berk Brettler LLP said in a statement Wednesday.

Sports gambling is illegal in California, even as 38 states and
the District of Columbia allow some form of it.

Mizuhara is a familiar face to baseball fans as Ohtani’s con-
stant companion, interpreting for him with the media and at
other appearances since Ohtani came to the U.S. in 2017. He
even served as Ohtani’s catcher during the Home Run Derby
at the 2021 All-Star Game. When Ohtani left the Los Angeles
Angels to sign a $700 million, 10-year contract with the Dodg-
ers in December, the club also hired Mizuhara.

The Dodgers said in a statement they were “aware of media
reports and are gathering information.

“The team can confirm that interpreter Ippei Mizuhara has
been terminated,” the statement said. “The team has no further
comment at this time.”

On Tuesday, Mizuhara told ESPN that his bets were on inter-
national soccer, the NBA, the NFL and college football. MLB
rules prohibit players and team employees from wagering —
even legally — on baseball and also ban betting on other sports
with illegal or offshore bookmakers.

“I never bet on baseball,” Mizuhara told ESPN. “That’s
100%.1 knew that rule ... We have a meeting about that in spring
training.”

The Associated Press could not immediately reach Mizuhara
for comment Wednesday.

Mizuhara was born in Japan and moved to the Los Ange-
les area in 1991 so his father could work as a chef. He attended
Diamond Bar High School in eastern Los Angeles County and
graduated from the University of California, Riverside, in 2007.
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BASKETBALL
High School

Boys’ Basketball State Final
1A

Bethesa Christian (23-7) vs. Fort
Wayne Canterbury (18-9), 10:30 a.m.
2A
Brownstown Central (27-4) vs.
Wapahani (26-2)

3A

Scottsburg (24-5) vs. South Bend St.
Joseph (20-9), 6 p.m.
4A

Ben Davis (23-5) vs. Fishers (28-1),
8:15 p.m.

College

Men’s Basketball Schedule
Friday, Mar. 22
EAST
UConn 91, Stetson 52
SOUTH
Alabama 109, Coll. of Charleston

Baylor 92, Colgate 67
Clemson 77, New Mexico 56
Colorado 102, Florida 100
Duke 64, Vermont 47
Northwestern 77, FAU 65, OT
Texas A&M 98, Nebraska 83
Yale 78, Auburn 76
MIDWEST
Marquette 87, W. Kentucky 69
Purdue 78, Grambling St. 50
FAR WEST
San Diego St. 69, UAB 65

Women’s Basketball Scores

Friday, Mar. 22

EAST
Niagara 91, Le Moyne 86
SOUTH
Baylor 80, Vanderbilt 63
LSU 70, Rice 60
Middle Tennessee 71, Louisville 69
NC A&T 56, UNC-Greensboro 51
North Carolina 59, Michigan St. 56
South Carolina 91, Presbyterian 39
Virginia Tech 92, Marshall 49
MIDWEST

Colorado 86, Drake 72
Duke 72, Richmond 61
James Madison 72, Wisconsin 61
Kansas St. 78, Portland 65
Ohio St. 80, Maine 57
South Dakota 72, UC Riverside 57

SOUTHWEST
Alabama 82, Florida St. 74
Houston 86, Longwood 46
Texas 82, Drexel 42

FAR WEST

lowa St. 93, Maryland 86
Oregon St. 73, E. Washington 51

Phoenix 128, Atlanta 115
Friday’s Games
Boston 129, Detroit 102
Oklahoma City 123, Toronto 103
New Orleans 111, Miami 88
Minnesota 104, Cleveland 91
Memphis 99, San Antonio 97
Indiana at Golden State, late
L.A. Clippers at Portland, late
Philadelphia at L.A. Lakers, late
Saturday’s Games
Brooklyn at New York, 1 p.m.
Sacramento at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Charlotte at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Boston at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Toronto at Washington, 8 p.m.
Utah at Houston, 8 p.m.
Denver at Portland, 10 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
New Orleans at Detroit, 3 p.m.
Philadelphia at L.A. Clippers, 3:30 p.m.
Cleveland at Miami, 6 p.m.
Golden State at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Milwaukee, 7 p.m.
Indiana at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Charlotte at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Boston at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Brooklyn at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Detroit at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Phoenix at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Portland at Houston, 8 p.m.
Washington at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Utah, 9 p.m.
Memphis at Denver, 9 p.m.
Philadelphia at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Indiana at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL.

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Boston 7141 15 15 97239197
Florida 694520 4 94224168
Toronto 683920 9 87251215
Tampa Bay69 38 25 6 82244229
Detroit 7036 28 6 78242235
Buffalo 713333 5 71212215
Montreal 6925 32 12 62189243
Ottawa 6828 36 4 60215244

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA
N.Y. Rangers704620 4 96236 191
Carolina 7144 20 7 95245194
Philadelphia703526 9 79208 214
Washington6934 26 9 77191221
N.Y. Islanders692925 15 73206 232
New Jersey7034 32 4 72229239
Pittsburgh 6930 30 9 69201208
Columbus 6923 34 12 58202 250
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Dallas 7143 19 9 95260214
EASL%‘;%%%?;ESENCE Winnipeg 6944 20 5 93215164
Pct GB Colorado 6944 20 5 93258207
y—Boston 56 14 .800 _ Nashvil_le 7041 25 4 86230206
x-New York 41 28 594 14, St.. Louis 7037 30 3 77202 211
Philadelphia 38 31 551 17%  Minnesota 7034 28 8 76216225
Brooklyn 26 44 371 30 An;ona 6928 36 5 61203229
Toronto 23 47 .329 33 ChlcagoP 72.1904.'6. |5 43152252
ivisi acific Division
Southeast DIVISKI)’T:t B GP W L OTPts GF GA
x-Orlando 42 28 .600 _ Vancouver 7044 18 8 96245 187
Miami 38 32 543 4 Edmonton 67 42 21 4 88242190
Atlanta 30 39 435 11% Los Angeles6936 22 11 83216180
Charlotte 17 52 246 24% Vegas 693725 7 81222206
Washington 12 58 171 30 Calgary 6833 30 5 71213220
Central Division Seattle 6828 28 12 68183 199
L Pct GB Anaheim 7024 43 3 51175252
x-Milwaukee 45 25 .643 _ San Jose 69 16 446 7 .39151 280
x-Cleveland 43 27 614 NOTE: qu points for a win, one
Indiana 39 31 557 point for overtime loss. Top three teams
Chicago 34 36 .486 11 in each division and two wild cards per
Detroit 12 58 171 33 conference advance’ to playoffs.
WESTERN CONFERENCE Thursday's Games
Southwest Division St. Louis 5, Ottawa 2
Pct GB N.Y. Rangers 5, Bos_ton 2
New Orleans 43 27 614  — New Jersey 4, Winnipeg 1
Dallas 41 29 586 2 Detl’O'It 6, N.Y. _Islander_s 3
Houston 34 35 493 8Y, Carollrja 3, Phlladelphla 2,0T
Memphis 24 47 338 19% Nashville 3, Florida 0
SanAntonio 15 55 214 28 Edmonton 8, Buffalo 3
Northwest Division Vancouver 4, Montreal 1
Pct GB Anaheim 4, Chicago 0
x-Oklahoma City4920 .710  — Tampa Bay 4, San Jose 1
xDenver 49 21 700 %  Vegas3, Seattle 1
Minnesota 48 22 686 1% . Friday’s Games
Utah 29 41 414 20% Washmgtor) 7, Carolina 6, SO
Porfland 19 50 275 30 Dallas 4, Pittsburgh 2
Pacific Division Columbus at Colorado, late
Pct GB Seattle at AI’IZOHE’!, late
LA. Clippers 43 25 632  — Saturday’s Games
Phoenix 41 29 586 3 qutqn at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Sacramento 40 29 580 3% Winnipeg at N.Y. Islanders, 1 p.m.
LA Lakers 37 32 536 6% Ot Louis at Minnesota, 2 p.m.
Golden State 36 32 .529 7 Detroit at Nashville, 5 p.m.

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

Thursday’s Games
Orlando 121, New Orleans 106
Washington 109, Sacramento 102
Milwaukee 115, Brooklyn 108
Houston 127, Chicago 117
Dallas 113, Utah 97
Denver 113, New York 100

Men's tournament recap

(Continued from Page 6)

Florida-Colorado winner
on Sunday in the second
round of the South Region.
Tyrone Marshall scored a
career-high 21 points for
WKU.
Northwestern 77,
Florida Atlantic 65 (OT)

Ryan Langborg scored 12
of his career-high 27 points
in overtime, and ninth-seed-
ed Northwestern finally put
away No. 8 seed Florida
Atlantic 77-65 in the first
round of the NCAA Tourna-
ment. The injury-depleted
Wildcats recovered after

Edmonton at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Florida at N.Y. Rangers, 8 p.m.
Calgary at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Chicago at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.
Columbus at Vegas, 10:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Los Angeles, 10:30
p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Winnipeg at Washington, 12:30 p.m.

squandering a nine-point
lead late in the second half.
Brooks Barnhizer’s driving
layup tied it with nine sec-
onds left. Next up for North-
western is No. 1 overall
seed UConn in the second
round of the East Region
on Sunday in Brooklyn.
Vlad Goldin had 19 points
for the Owls, who returned
nearly their entire team from
a surprising Final Four run
last year but were unable
to muster that same March
magic this time.
San Diego St. 69, UAB 65
Jaedon LeDee dominat-
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Pittsburgh at Colorado, 2 p.m.

New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders, 5 p.m.

Edmonton at Ottawa, 6 p.m.

Florida at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.

Toronto at Carolina, 6 p.m.

Dallas at Arizona, 8 p.m.

Tampa Bay at Anaheim, 8:30 p.m.

Buffalo at Calgary, 9 p.m.

Montreal at Seattle, 9 p.m.
Monday’s Games

Vegas at St. Louis, 8 p.m.

Los Angeles at Vancouver, 9 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB
AMERICAN LEAGUE
W L Pct
Baltimore 20 6 .769
Detroit 17 9 654
Boston 16 11 .593
Kansas City 13 13 .500
Los Angeles 13 13 .500
Toronto 13 13 .500
Cleveland 12 13 .480
Oakland 12 13 .480
Seattle 12 13 .480
New York 12 15 444
Houston 11 14 440
Texas 11 14 440
Tampa Bay 9 14 391
Chicago 9 18 .333
Minnesota 8 16 .333
NATIONAL LEAGUE
W L Pct
LosAngeles 13 5 .722
Colorado 15 10 .600
Washington 15 10 .600
San Francisco14 10 .583
Chicago 16 12 571
New York 14 11 .560
St. Louis 11 11 .500
San Diego 9 9 .500
Milwaukee 13 14 .481
Arizona 12 13 480
Atlanta 11 13 458
Pittsburgh 11 15 423
Cincinnati 10 14 417
Miami 8 12 .400
Philadelphia 8 14 .364

Thursday’s Games
Atlanta 5, N.Y. Yankees 2
Tampa Bay 6, Philadelphia 5
Houston 9, St. Louis 1
Washington 9, Minnesota 8
N.Y. Mets 10, Detroit 5
Cleveland 8, Kansas City (ss) 5
Chicago White Sox 3, Kansas City
(ss) 3
Chicago Cubs 5, Colorado 2
Toronto 3, Pittsburgh 2
Boston 3, Baltimore 2
San Francisco 7, Milwaukee 6
Seattle 7, Cincinnati 6
Friday’s Games
Minnesota (ss) vs Atlanta at Fort
Myers, Fla., canc.
Tampa Bay vs Minnesota (ss) at
Port Charlotte, Fla., canc.
Detroit 4, Philadelphia 3
N.Y. Yankees 5, N.Y. Mets 3
Toronto 5, Boston 1
Colorado 3, Texas (ss) 2
Cleveland 10, Texas (ss) 0
Oakland (ss) 8, Cincinnati 6
Chicago White Sox (ss) 8, Oak-
land (ss) 2
San Francisco (ss) 7, Chicago
Cubs (ss) 3, 1st game
San Francisco (ss) 13, Chicago
Cubs (ss) 12, 2nd game
L.A. Angels 2, Chicago White Sox
ss) 0
Seattle (ss) 3, Arizona 3
Milwaukee (ss) 4, Seattle (ss) 4
Milwaukee (ss) 11, Kansas City 5
Baltimore vs Pittsburgh at Sara-
sota, Fla., canc.
Houston vs Washington at West
Palm Beach, Fla., canc.
Miami vs St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla.,
canc.
Saturday’s Games
Atlanta vs Tampa Bay (ss) at North
Port, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Detroit (ss) vs N.Y. Yankees (ss) at
Lakeland, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (ss) vs Philadelphia
at Tampa, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh vs Boston (ss) at Bra-
denton, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay (ss) vs Baltimore (ss)
at Port Charlotte, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
St. Louis vs Washington (ss) at
Jupiter, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Toronto (ss) vs Detroit (ss) at
Dunedin, Fla., 1:07 p.m.
N.Y. Mets vs Houston at Port St
Lucie, Fla., 1:10 p.m.
Kansas City vs Texas at Surprise,
Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
Oakland vs L.A. Angels at Mesa,
Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox vs Seattle at
Phoenix, 4:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs vs Milwaukee at
Mesa, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
Cincinnati vs Colorado at Good-
year, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
San Francisco vs Arizona (ss) at

Scottsdale, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

Arizona (ss) vs Cleveland at Scott-
sdale, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Baltimore (ss) vs Toronto (ss) at
Sarasota, Fla., 6:05 p.m.

Boston (ss) vs Minnesota at Fort
Myers, Fla., 6:05 p.m.

Washington (ss) vs Miami at West
Palm Beach, Fla., 6:05 p.m.

Sunday’s Games

Houston vs St. Louis at West Palm
Beach, Fla., 12:05 p.m.

Boston vs Atlanta at Fort Myers,
Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Detroit vs Tampa Bay at Lakeland,
Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Minnesota vs Baltimore at Fort
Myers, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Philadelphia vs Toronto at Clear-
water, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Pittsburgh vs N.Y. Yankees (ss) at
Bradenton, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Miami vs N.Y. Mets (ss) at Jupiter,
Fla., 1:10 p.m.

N.Y. Mets (ss) vs Washington at
Port St Lucie, Fla., 1:10 p.m.

del Mexico vs N.Y. Yankees (ss) at
Mexico City, 4 p.m.

Cincinnati vs Cleveland at Good-
year, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

Colorado vs Chicago White Sox at
Scottsdale, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Seattle vs Chicago Cubs at Peo-
ria, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Milwaukee vs Arizona at Phoenix,
4:10 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers vs L.A. Angels at
Los Angeles, 7:10 p.m.

Sacramento vs San Francisco at
Sacramento, Calif., 8:07 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Friday’s Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Optioned
OFs Heston Kjerstad to the minor
league camp. Optioned CF Kyle Stow-
ers to Norfolk (IL). Reassigned C David
Banuelos, 2B/SS Jackson Holliday, INF
Coby Mayo, INF/OF Connor Norby and
RHP Albert Suarez to the minor league
camp

BOSTON RED SOX — Optioned INF
David Hamilton, RHPs Cooper Criswell
and Zack Kelly and INF/OF Romy Gon-
zalez to Worcester (IL).

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Optioned
RHP Prelander Berroa to Charlotte (IL).
Released INF Mike Moustakas and OF
Kevin Pillar.

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS —
Optioned SS Jose Tena to Columbus
(IL).

DETROIT TIGERS — Optioned RF
Akil Baddoo, RHP Matt Manning and
SS Ryan Kreidler to Toledo (IL). Reas-
signed OF Justyn-Henry Malloy to the
minor league camp.

HOUSTON ASTROS — Optioned C
Cesar Salazar to Sugar Land (PCL).

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Optioned
LHPs Anthony Veneziano, Daniel Lynch
1V, 1B Nick Pratto and C Austin Nola to
Omaha (IL).

LOS ANGELES ANGELS —
Optioned RHP Andrew Wantz and SS
Livan Soto to Salt Lake (PCL) Optioned
RHP Ben Joyce to Rocket City (SL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Reassigned
INF Brooks Lee to the minor league
camp.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Optioned
LHP Clayton Andrews to Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre (IL).

SEATTLE MARINERS — Reas-
signed LHP Jhonathan Diaz and INF
Ryan Bliss to the minor league camp.

TEXAS RANGERS — Signed RHP
Michael Lorenzen to a one-year con-
tract. Placed RHP Jacob deGroom on
the 60-day IL.

National League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS —
Optioned LHP Andrew Saalfrank and
OF Pavin Smith to Reno (PCL). Reas-
signed LHP Jose Castillo to the minor
league camp. Released INF Elvis
Andrus.

CHICAGO CUBS — Reassigned
LHP Edwin Escobar to the minor league

camp.
CINCINNATI REDS — Reassigned

INF Mike Ford, RHP Tony Santillan and

C Michael Trautwein to the minor league

camp.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed
RB D’Onta Foreman.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed
LB Eric Wilson.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed
QB Joe Flaco.

East Coast Hockey League

FORT WAYNE KOMETS —
Released D Taylor Brierley from his
standard player contract. Placed F Dan-
iel Amesbury on reserve.

ed inside on the way to 32
points, Lamont Butler added
15 and San Diego State
held off 12th-seeded UAB
69-65 in the first round of
the NCAA Tournament. A
year after marching to the
national title game, also as
a No. 5 seed, the Aztecs saw
a 12-point second-half lead
disappear before putting
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together a late surge on the
strength of their star 6-foot-
9 forward. That ensured
San Diego State avoided
a March Madness surprise
in the East Region. Efrem
Johnson scored 19 points to
lead UAB. He had a chance
at a tying 3-pointer with 8
seconds left, but it rimmed
off.
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THE WEEK IN REVIEW

WEeEkLY Dow JONES AND S&P 500

Dow Jones industrials
Close: 39,475.90

75.66 320.33 401.37 269.24 -305.47
® ®© © 9 ®
MON TUES WED THUR

1-week change: 761.13 (2.0%) FRI
40,000
38,000
36,000
34,000
32,000 g 0 N b J F M
S&P 500 3233 29.09 46.11 1691 -7.35
Close: 5,234.18 # @& & & @
1-week change: 117.09 (2.3%) MON TUES WED THUR FRI
5,400
5,200
5,000
4,800
4,600
4,400
4,200
4,000 S o N D J F M
Stock MARKET INDEXES
52-Week Wk Wk YTD 12-mo
High Low Name Last Chg %Chg %Chg %Chg
39,889.05 31,805.18 Dow Jones Industrials ~ 39,475.90 +761.13 +1.97 +4.74 +22.45
16,717.04 13,400.45 Dow Jones Transportation 16,010.98 +512.35 +3.31 +71 +16.81
979.98  765.47 Dow Jones Utilities 85837 +8.08 +95 -2.64 -5.74
18,272.72 14,514.57 NYSE Composite 18,112.04 +263.95 +1.48 +7.47 +22.72
16,538.86 11,550.69 Nasdaq Composite 16,428.82 +455.64 +2.85 +9.44 +38.95
5,261.10 3,909.16 S&P 500 5234.18 +117.09 +229 +9.74 +31.81
3,018.65 2,322.38 S&P MidCap 2,991.26 +67.50 +2.31 +7.54 +24.42
52,937.97 38,632.09 Wilshire 5000 52,617.77 +1172.24 +228 +8.95 +34.03
2,115.95 1,633.67 Russell 2000 2,072.00 +32.68 +1.60 +2.22 +19.43
18,201.38 12,832.59 Lipper Growth Index 18,201.38 +520.06 +2.94 +12.24 +40.61

Stock EXCHANGE HIGHLIGHTS

NYSE GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)

NYSE LOSERS ($2 OR MORE)

NYSE AcCTIVES ($1 OR MORE)

Name Last

Chg %Chg

Name

Last

Chg %Chg

Name

Vol (00)

Last Chg

CazooGrs 3.71
LufxHidg ~ 4.48
ISummitMP 27.00
SunnovEn  5.79
Braskem  10.81
[TorridHI 4.45
Heritagelns 10.34
MiX Tele  14.20
Innovid 248
Guess 30.59

+1.59
+1.57
+8.55
+1.32
+2.28

+.93
+2.13
+2.90

+.46
+5.52

+75.0
+54.0
+46.3
+29.5
+26.7
+26.4
+25.9
+25.7
+22.8
+22.0

NuScale
CrosTim
JumiaTch
AevaTchrs 4.09
Amrep
JinkoSolar 22.43
BrghtHl rs
ArcusBio
Xpeng

B&W En pfA 9.93

4.25
13.11
5.60

20.62
6.56

16.43
8.52

-3.60
-4.00
-1.30

-.88
-3.74
-3.94
-1.05
-2.55
-1.12
-1.17

-45.9
-23.4
-18.8
-17.7
-15.4
-14.9
-13.8
-13.4
-11.6
-10.5

FordM
BkofAm
Palantir
Pfizer
LiCycle
AT&T Inc
Nu Hldg

Carnival
Altria

2300154
2154428
1889672
1732916
1719673
1538264
1398940
Snapinc A 1312181
1278740
1188655

1291 +.85
37.05 +1.64
2418 +.69
2736 -
1.13
16.98 -
12.25
11.40
17.08
42.98

NAsDAQ GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)

NAsDAQ LOSERS ($2 oRr MORE)

NAsDAQ ACTIVES ($1 OR MORE)

Name Last

Chg %Chg

Name

Last

Chg %Chg

Name

Vol (00)

Last Chg

XTL Bio
Canoo rs

ISCWorx rs  3.45
Novalfsrs 3.04
Solidion 3.23
Aemetish  5.57
CrticlMetl n 13.40
Intellichk ~ 3.06

+1.50
+1.49
+2.47
+5.49
+1.25

2.62 +1.74 +197.7
CanopyGrrs7.69 +4.61 +149.7
428 +2.34 +120.6
FusionPh 21.24 +11.25 +112.6
+1.73 +100.6
+97.4
+85.6
+79.7
+69.4
+69.1

Solowin n
SoundHnd  2.81
Tourmaln rs24.67
Ispire n
GigaCITcA 26.91
ZuraBio
T2 Biosy rs 2.87
Comtech
Landec If
Tevogen

5.70

5.92
2.05
3.21

5.19
4.38

-5.30
-2.29
-18.52
-4.36
-16.24
-1.14
-1.31
-1.38
219
-1.79

-48.2
-44.9
-42.9
-42.4
-37.6
-35.7
-31.3
-30.1
-29.7
-29.0

Tesla
AMD

Nvidia
MarathDig
TilrayBr
SoFiTech
Intel
Canoo rs
MicronT

4165614 170.83 +7.26
3612400 179.65-11.41
Apple Inc s 3608727 172.28 -.34
2871888 942.89+64.53
2751861
2535779
2371942
2229201
2187145
2118665 110.21+16.96

20.87 +1.55
231 +58
730 +.27
4257 -07
4.28 +2.34

Stocks oF LocAL INTEREST

Name Div Last

Wk Wk YTD

Chg %Chg %Chg

Name

Div

Last

Wk Wk YTD
Chg %Chg %Chg

AFLAC
AT&T Inc
AMD
Alphabt A
IAEP

Apple Inc s
ApldMat!
BP PLC

2.00 84.16
1.1 16.98

.. 150.77
3.52 82.95
.96 172.28

1.74 37.80

=21
-.07

1.60 179.65 -11.41

+9.59
+.84
-34

1.60 210.25 +11.60

+.31

BkofAm
Biolase hrs

96 37.05
.18
2.40 51.93

+1.64
+.04
-41

BrMySq
C3is hn
CampSp
Canoo rs
Caterpillar
Chevron
Cisco
Citigroup
CleanSp
CocaCola
DxSOXBr
DxSOXBI
Disney
Eaton
EliLilly
ExxonMbl
FardyFut rs
FordM
FrankElec
FrptMcM
GenElec
HP Inc
HomeDp
iShChinaLC .87 23.68
iSh20 T 3.05 93.98
iShiBxHYB 5.09 77.70
iShR2K 1.77 205.07
Intel 50 4257

.. .03
1.48 43.55
4.28

6.52 154.66
1.60 49.78
212 60.82
.. 19.52
60.49
. 322
.. 46.43
.30 115.87

1.84

3.80 113.49
.13
60 1291
.90 105.09
30 45.10
3217515

1.02 30.05

+.00
+.84

0.2
0.4
6.0
+6.8
+1.0
0.2
+5.8
+0.8
+4.6
+28.8
0.8
+10.7
+2.0

+2.34+120.6

-89
+.85
+3.21
+2.09
+.61
-37
+3.69
+3.92

2.92 316.58 +18.68
5.20 770.61 +16.44

+2.22
+.04
+.85
+3.24
+.49
+6.26
-37

9.00 390.28 +17.05

-31
+1.04
+.63
+2.66
-.07

520 358.11 +11.14 +3.2

-0.6
+1.7
+5.6

+12.0
+1.0
-10.3
+8.6
+3.5
+6.3
+2.2
+2.0
+36.1
+7.0
+3.2
+1.1
+3.7

-1.2
+4.6

-1.3
+1.1
+0.8
+1.3

0.2

+2.0 |1
+1.2 |1
+21.9
+7.9
+2.1
-10.5
+29.7
+6.8

BM
nv QQQ

JaguaH
Kroger
LiCycle
LincNat
Lowes
MarathDig

6.64 190.84

1.16 446.38 +12.46
+.00
+.49
+.37
1.80 29.47 +2.38
4.40 258.50 +13.77

. 20.87 +1.55

116 5655

.07

1.13

-23 -0.1 +16.7
+29 490
+29 -52.3
+0.9 +237
+48.1 +93.2
+88 493
+5.6 +16.2
+8.0 -11.2

+10.0
-84.0
+1.2

McDnlds
MicronT
Microsoft

6.68 282.63 +3.49
.46 110.21 +16.96
3.00 428.74 +12.32

+13 47
+18.2 +29.1
+3.0 +14.0

-94.2
+7
-27.6
+21.1
+3.7
-15
+18.2
+77.0
+2.6
-44.7
+47.9
+28.3
+31.5
+32.2
+13.5
-81.0
+5.9
+8.7
+5.9
+37.2
+12.6
-15
-5.0
+4
+2.2
-15.3

NL Inds
NiSource
Nikola
NorflkSo
Nucor
Nvidia
Ontrak rs
Palantir
PepsiCo
Pfizer
PrUItPQ
PShtQQQ
RiviaAu A
SpdrDJIA

WalgBoots
WsteMinc
WellsFargo

32 7.04
1.06 27.10

5.40 254.12
2.16 194.44 +5.96
.16 942.89 +64.53
+.22+122.7
+.69
+7.36

o418
5.06 172.02

66

.39

1.68 27.36

46 4142
184 144.01

266 4037
83 6087

. 62.63
. 10.28
.. 10.80

3.98 394.53
S&P500ETF 4.13 521.21 +11.38
SoFiTech
SPDR Fncl
StiDynam
Tellurian
Tesla
1 | TilrayBr
VerbTch rs
VerizonCm
WalMart s

7.30

55
170.83
2.31
34

1.00 20.58

3.00 211.78

1.40 57.13

+40
+.60
+.02
-1.71

+4.87
-1.08

+7.53
+.27
+.63
+6.11

+7.26
+.58

+.88
+.19

+1.25

+6.0 +25.5
+23 421
+2.8 -243
0.7 475
+32 +11.7
+7.3 +90.4
2.2
+40.8
+1.3
-5.0
+23.5
-23.6
-54.0
+4.7
+9.7
-26.6
+10.2
+21.9
-26.7
-31.3
+4
+98.3
+7.1

+2.9
+4.5
2.1
+8.4
9.5
2.2
+1.9
+2.2
+3.8
+15
+4.4
-42.3
+4.4
+33.5
-22.9
+2.2
+0.3
-1.2
+0.6
0.7

-.58

-.24

-4
-10

212
+18.2
+16.1

-.24

-.38

MoNEY RATES

CURRENCIES

Last

Pvs Day

Last

Pvs Day

Prime Rate

8.50

8.50

Australia

1.5349

1.5221

Discount Rate

6.00

6.00

Britain

1.2590

1.2658

Federal Funds Rate

5.33

5.33

Treasuries

Canada

1.3610

1.3534

1-year

4.98

Euro

.9256

.9206

5.01

2-year

4.60

764

5-year

4.20

Japan
Mexico

151

.46 151.69

16.7667

16.7579

4.26

10-year

4.20

4.27

Switzerind

.8988

.8980

30-year

4.38

4.43

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All
others show dollar in foreign currency.

MuTtuAL Funbs

Name

Total Assets

Obj

($Mins)

NAV

Total Return/Rank

4-wk 12-mo

Pct

5-year Load

Davis NYVentureA m
Fidelity 500ldxInsPrm
Fidelity Contrafund
Fidelity TtIMktldxInsPrm

George Putnam BalA m
INVESCO MnStrA m
PIMCO Inclnstl

Putnam DiversincA m
Putnam SustLeadersA m
Putnam TEIncA m
ISchwab SP500ldx
[Thornburg IntermMnA m

\Vanguard 5001dxAdmrl x
\Vanguard GrldxAdmrl
\Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl
\Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl
\Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd
\Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd
\Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd
Vanguard TrgtRtr2050Fd
\Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl
\Vanguard TtInSldxAdmrl
\Vanguard TtInSldxInv
\Vanguard TtISMIdxAdmrl
Vanguard WingtnAdmrl

/American Funds AmrcnBalA m
American Funds EuroPacGrA m
/American Funds FdmtlinvsA m
/American Funds GrfAmrcA m
/American Funds IncAmrcA m
American Funds InvCAmrcA m
/American Funds NwPrspctvA m
American Funds WAMtinvsA m

Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA m
Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA m

[Thornburg LtdTrmUSGvtA m

X

MA
FG
LB
LG
AL
LB

LB
LB
LB
LG
LB
LG
LG
MA
LB
MU
NT
LG
ML
LB
M

GS
LB
LG
MI

LB
TG
TH
Tl

T

K
™
cl

FB
FB
LB
MA

101,638
20,484
69,340

134,804
74,460
83,674

WG 58,405

81,962
4,716
515,222
121,130
88,994
2,196
3,998
1,326
8,817
85,098
535
5,712
539
87,817
262

4
489,260
74,350
69,555
68,161
76,463
90,610
93,418
82,637
79,928
66,801
97,453
73,196
189,637
361,738
96,232

33.73
58.69
79.19
717
24.05
55.36
60.72
61.77
29.50
182.22
19.11
14413
19.90
148.59
2453
55.71
10.61
5.49
123.34
7.84
80.48
13.28
11.79
482.90
178.30
13.67
168.70
19.03
36.97
23.19
41.43
28.26
47.28
9.54
32.25
19.28
125.85
74.72

+2.5
+2.9
+4.0
+3.9
+2.7
+3.7
+2.7
+2.8
+3.1
+3.0
+3.9
+3.1
+3.4
+4.9
+2.9
+3.8
+1.6
+1.5
+3.7
+0.6
+5.3
+0.5
+0.8
+3.0
+2.2
+0.3
+3.0
+2.0
+2.2
+2.2
+2.4
+2.5
+2.6
+1.1
+2.3
+2.3
+3.0
+3.1

+20.1/B
+17.6/C
+37.1/A
+45.3/C
+13.2E
+38.9/A
+27.9/D
+30.4/D
+41.2/A
+35.1/B
+54.3/A
+34.4/C
+49.6/B
+52.1/A
+24.8/A
+34.1/C
+8.3/C
+5.9/D
+41.1/D
+5.8/B
+33.0
+4.3/C
+1.3/E
+35.0/B
+46.4/C
+4.2/C
+35.9/B
+15.1/A
+17.4/A
+19.2/C
+21.2ID
+23.1D
+24.3/D
+1.4/C
+16.4/C
+16.4/C
+34.4/C
+18.6

+8.6/B
+6.8/C
+13.6/D
+15.0/D
+7.3/D
+14.1/C
+12.8/B
+13.1/D
+11.6/E
+15.2/B
+17.5/B
+14.4/C
+19.4/A
+17.9/A
+10.1/A
+13.4/D
+3.1/B
+0.3/E
+15.5/C
+1.6/B
+14.8
+1.5/C
-0.1/E
+15.2/B
+18.4/A
+1.9/A
+14.5/C
+6.7/B
+7.5/B
+8.3/C
+9.1/C
+9.9/C
+10.1/B
+0.4/C
+6.2/D
+6.2/D
+14.4/C NL
+8.9 NL

5.75
5.75
5.75
5.75
5.75
5.75
5.75
5.75
475
NL
NL
NL
5.75
5.75
5.75
5.50
NL
4.00
5.75
4.00
NL
2.00
2.25
NL
NL
NL
NL
NL
NL
NL
NL
NL
NL
NL
NL
NL

CA -Conservative Allocation, Cl -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS
1B -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same
objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar.

-Short Government,

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. If = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un =
Units. vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued. wt = Warrants.
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x = fund
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.
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SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty: Y % %

VEHICLES

Auto/Trucks

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,
INC. Huge Repo Sale March
28, 2024. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC -
General Services Administra-
tion (GSA) Sale Thurs., March
28, 12pm. View vehicles in
person on March 27, 2pm until
5pm and March 28, 8am-
12pm. View up to date listing
at www.indianaautoauction.net
or www.autoauctions.gsa.gov.

(A)
SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

PRECISION LAND MAN-
AGEMENT
Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition

Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-

rounding areas
517-932-8063
EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-

hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to

wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West

Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to

prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

OLLEY
@ ESINC

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.
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Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by April 20,
2024.

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

Public Notice

Alcohol & Tobacco Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board

of Wells County, Indiana will hold a

public hearing at 9:00 am on April

02, 2024 at the Wells Carnegie

Govt Annex Multi Purpose Room

105, 223 W Washington St in the

city of Bluffton in said county, to

investigate the propriety of holding
an alcoholic beverage permit by
the applicants listed herein to wit:

RC9000016 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Fraternal Club RENEWAL

AMERICAN LEGION POST
111 111 WEST WASHINGTON
STREET Bluffton IN

D/B/A AMERICAN LEGION
POST #111

RC9000451 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Fraternal Club RENEWAL

B P O ELKS 796 213 SOUTH
MAIN STREET Bluffton IN

D/B/AB.P.O.E. #796

RR9003808 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Restaurant (210) RENEW-
AL

ARTS STAG BAR INC 205 W.
MARKET ST. Bluffton IN

D/B/A UNIQUE BLUE BAR
AND GRILL

Chelsea Nicole Beer 321 W.
Market St Bluffton, President

DL9083070 Beer & Wine Deal-
er - Grocery Store RENEWAL

KROGER LIMITED PARTNER-
SHIP | 1555 S. HARRISON PLAZA
Bluffton IN

D/B/A “SCOTT’'S” KROGER
J-414

CHRISTINE WHEATLEY 225
LAFAYETTE Cincinnati, President

RR9032023 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Restaurant (210-1)
RENEWAL

WEOC EAST, INC 657 N MAIN
ST Bluffton IND/B/AWINGS ETC

ERIC STUCZYNSKI 14785
MARLIN COVE Fort Wayne, Sec-
retary

ROBERT HENSMAN 7446
DOE VALLEY TRAIL Lafayette,
President

DL9031545 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Package Store RENEWAL
Indiana Liquor Group LLC 1204
S Main St Bluffton IN
D/B/A Save On Liquor
NATHAN FELTMAN 12585
CHYERTON CIR Carmel, Secre-
tary
nb 3/23
hspaxip

Classiflieds

Public Sale Calendar

MARCH 23 - 10 a.m. - Various owners represented. Location:
Farmers Grain & Ag LLC, 1257 St. Rd. 33, Willshire, OH. Tractors,
combines, heads & carts, harvest equip., Grain carts, wagons, trucks,
trailers, pickups, construction, manure equipment, livestock equip-
ment, hay equipment, planters, no-till drills, sprayers, NH3 bars, farm
related, miscellaneous, mowers & ATVs, toys, native lumber. Ques-
tions, call: Farmers Grain & Ag, LLC, 419-495-2338. Auction manag-
ers: Ritter Cox, 800-451-2709, 260-609-3306 & Tim Kreider, 260-413-
8008. Schrader Real Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 260-244-
7606, 800-451-2709, SchraderAuction.com.

MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of Sandra
McCay and others, seller. 2007 Dodge Caliber SXT sedan, 1999
Ford F250 with dump bed, 2013 12’ utility trailer, primitives, Turn of
the Century cast iron riding horse, quilts, large qty. of crocks, antique
furniture, Fenton, Carnival and other glassware. Preview: March 21,
March 28 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 816 S. 11th Street, Decatur, IN. The
Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

BIDDING ENDS MARCH 25 - (Online Only Auction) - Various con-
signors, seller. Antiques, primitives, Lionel trains and train items,
modern furniture, vintage advertising, household items, patio furni-
ture. Auction Preview: March 21 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 118 East Craig
St., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffen-
grp.com.

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING APRIL 4 STARTING AT 6 p.m. EST
- Joann Groves, Anita Miller & Veda Ewart POA, owner. 6 p.m.:
2,132 sf, 4 bedroom, 1 bath, partial basement, 2-car attached garage,
sitting on .4 acre city lot, South Adams Community School, Wabash
Township, Adams County. 6:30 p.m.: Furniture, household items, cast
iron pans, lots of collectibles, dishes, Zippo lighters & more! Preview
March 25, 5-6 p.m., 230 High Street, Geneva. Pick up April 5, 1-5
p.m. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.

APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique Blue Bar and Grill
(Formerly Stag Bar), seller. Ongoing needs. Outstanding collection
of beer signs, neon signs, beer taps, collectibles, tools, much more.
Preview: April 4 and April 11 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 205 W. Market

Help Wanted

St., Bluffton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., http://www.steffengrp.com,
260-824-3006.

APRIL 8-APRIL 15 - (Online Only Auction) - Fort Wayne Commu-
nity Schools, seller. Excess needs of FWCS Transportation Depart-
ment. Mechanic and shop equipment, shelving, computer monitors
and electronics, office furniture, parts washer, air compressor, much
more. Preview: April 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 6006 Ardmore Ave.,
Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffen-
grp.com.

APRIL 9 - 6 p.m. - Michael & Shelley Mossburg, owners. Wells
County Chamber of Commerce, 211 Water Street, Bluffton. Commer-
cial real estate & land auction. Seven tracts to be sold in individual
tracts or any combinations. Open house March 26, 5-6 p.m. or by
appointment, 1600 W. Washington St., Bluffton. Krueckeberg Auction
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

APRIL 12-APRIL 19 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of Dr.
Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Huge jewelry and coin auction.
Seven Rolex watches, fine diamond rings, necklaces, earrings, 14ct,
18ct and 22ct gold jewelry, sterling silver jewelry, 350+ Invicta luxury
watches, coin collection. Auction preview: April 14 from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 13-APRIL 20 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of Dr.
Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Major personal property auction.
2008 Mercedes sedan, large quantity of high-end camera equip-
ment, professional telescope, new high end his and her golf clubs
and accessories, huge qty. of power and hand tools, modern furni-
ture, sterling silver flatware set, Smith and Wesson revolver, jewelers
safes, much more. Auction preview: April 14 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.,
2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 20 - 10 a.m. - (Live Auction) - Marc and Valerie Hamman,
seller. 6530 S. 300 E., Hamilton, IN. Three lots adjacent to Hamilton
Lake with 2 car 26'x28’ garage. This is the perfect property to build a
new home, extra storage and parking. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

Lottery Numbers

FOOD SERVICE We are
looking for a Food Service
personnel to join our team. If
you enjoy cooking, managing
kitchen operations, and men-
toring team members, we
want to hear from you! For

full details, visit
www.canteenservices.com
FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Public Notice

SUMMONS — SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF INDIANA )
COUNTY OF WELLS )
) SS:
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
WELLS COUNTY
BLUFFTON, INDIANA
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
PLAINTIFF
'S
CORNELIUS BLANTON, JR;
COLLEEN D. BLANTON A/K/A
COLLEEN D. SMITH; THE
SECRETARY OF HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT:
SNOW & SAUERTEIG, LLP;
NEW WORLD COLLECTIONS
INC.

N N N N N N N

DEFENDANTS
CAUSE NO:
90C01-2311-MF-000026

NOTICE OF SUIT

To the defendants above
named, and any other person who
may be concerned.

You are notified that you have
been sued in the Court above
named.

The nature of the suit against
you is the foreclosure of a mort-
gage upon the property legally
described as follows:

Property located in the State
of Indiana, County of Wells, Lot
Numbered 26 as known and des-
ignated on the recorded plat of
Wiley’s second addition to the city
of Bluffton.

Commonly known as:

621 South Williams Street

Bluffton, IN 46714

This summons by publication is
specifically directed to the following
defendant(s) whose whereabouts
are unknown.

Cornelius Blanton, Jr.

In addition to the above-named
defendants being served by this
summons, there may be other
defendants who have an interest in
this lawsuit.

An answer or other appropriate
response in writing to the Com-
plaint must be filed either by you or
your attorney with the Clerk of the
Court for Wells County at:

Clerk of Wells County

Courthouse,

102 West Market Street

Bluffton, IN 46714

on or before the 29th day of
April, 2024, (the same being thirty
(30) days after the Third Notice of
Suit), and if you fail to do so a judg-
ment may be entered against you
for what the plaintiff has demand-
ed.

Codilis Law, LLC
Electronically Signed by:
/s/ Brian Berger

19753-45
ATTEST:
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Attorney for Plaintiff
Codilis Law, LLC
8050 Cleveland Place
Merrillville, IN 46410
(219) 736-5579
15-23-01577
NOTE: This law firm is a debt
collector.
nb 3/16, 3/23, 3/30
hspaxlp

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 13-26-30-35-
42

Cash4Life — 03-11-21-
38-42, Cash Ball: 02

Quick Draw Midday —
01-02-13-21-22-23-26-29-
33-36-43-50-56-60-61-66-
67-72-75-77, BE: 13

Daily Three-Midday —

March

GOODS & S

DIRECTORY

09-07-00, SB: 01

Daily Three-Evening —
02-08-01, SB: 07

Daily Four-Midday —
08-02-02-00, SB: 01

Daily Four-Evening —
06-04-09-00, SB: 07

Quick Draw Evening
— 02-05-11-12-14-21-25-
28-33-37-38-54-56-64-71-

73-74-75-76-79, BE: 05
Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $7.4 million
MEGA MILLIONS
03-08-31-35-44, Mega
Ball: 16, Megaplier: 3X
POWERBALL
Estimated jackpot (for
Saturday): $750 million

@ /

SERVI

i &
CES

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

2w oFFicE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

/e/v Hlack

&Y { ssociales

ASSISTING IN:
» FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning
» Safe Money Ideas
+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

&2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

JC

GARAG E DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-

H Healthcare. gLy
ome Healtheare mIIH»NAELA

As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW

« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

7€
HIDEAWRY

BEER==BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on Ei for our Events.

128 S Jounson ST. ©824-0455

.Home Remodel and Repair

k; "\Q Locally

4 =1 Owned

'ﬂpaw Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced

(Concrete « Doors

Windows - Painting

Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican | FREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

Seamless
Sure-Flo Gutters
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. . Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

« Pole Barns
« Grarages
« Vinly Siding
« Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
» Storm Damage

We Carry Prevagen and CBD OQil!
B Warren Tﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN

Camelot Quto LLL

Get Cash NOW
260 307-1302

@We %up %mk (!Ears

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

—— 824-1846
Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
+*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com [
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

For as Ilttle as

1 PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER

, Call
Plus The Ossian Journal
824-0224 or
Every Week! 622-4108

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Every Dugl

Apr. deadline is
Tues., Mar. 26!

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

= Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

- Private Entrances
« Water Included

260 824-5280

For those 62 + or

TDD: 7-1-1 disabled, regardless
of age.
24é
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Daughter invites bad

Dear Annie: My daughter broke up
with her boyfriend several months ago.
She just recently hooked back up with
him. Needless to say, I don’t like him. He
is spoiled and rude.

The family was planning a trip for her
birthday and she asked if a female friend
could come. I told her that would be OK.
Now she is telling me that her girlfriend
can’t come and that her ex-boyfriend can
take her friend’s plane ticket. I told her if
he goes, I'll stay home because I do not
want to be around him. She knew this
before inviting him to go on the trip. I
openly expressed this to her.

Now, my daughter is telling me that she
originally invited him to go on this trip if
her friend decided not to go. She says I'm
being mean and causing her to choose
between him and me! I tried to explain
to her that I don’t want her to choose and
that she already knew how I felt about the
whole situation. She still insists I am driv-
ing a wedge between us.

I'm not sure what to do — either stick
to my original decision, as I truly don’t
like him, or try to put up with him for the
five days we will be on our trip so I can
try to enjoy what little time I’ll get with
her since her ex will be there and he does
not like to be around me or my daughter’s
brother. What should I do? I love her, but I
don’t like him. — Unhappy Mom

Dear Unhappy Mom: Difficult as it
might be to feign excitement with this man
tagging along, the only person who loses
out by not going on this trip is you. As
much as you don't like him or the situa-
tion, you’ll likely feel worse if you don’t go
and miss out on celebrating your daugh-
ter’s birthday.

Do your best to be cordial and enjoy
the time with her and the rest of your fam-
ily. If she decides she wants to be with this
man again long term, you will have to
figure out a way to accept their relation-
ship as best you can for as long as they are
together. If you don't, I fear you will only
continue to lose more and more of your
daughter.

Dear Annie: My name is “Stephanie,”
and my husband’s name is “Travis.” Tra-
vis and I have been married for 27 years.

ex-boyfriend on birthday vacation

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

About six months
ago, | was blind-

sided with divorce

papers. He and

his mom made the

decision. Yes, you

read that right.

Anyhow, my hus-

band and I still live

together, and the

divorce has not moved forward for various
reasons. His entire family has completely
disowned me, with the exception of my
father-in-law, who didn’t get involved.

Travis’ father, my father-in-law, sud-
denly passed away recently. It was heart-
breaking. I sent food, etc. because that is
who I am. When the obituary came out
online and in the paper, my name wasn’t in
it. My husband’s name and our children’s
names were, of course, but my name
wasn’t. I am so hurt by this. My father-
in-law and I always had a good relation-
ship, and I feel like Travis and his mother
did it out of spite. I know they did. In my
opinion, that was disrespectful to both his
father and to me.

How could people be so cruel? How do
I move past this? What are your thoughts?
Thank you. — “Stephanie” Left Out in PA

Dear Stephanie: I'm sorry for the loss
of your father-in-law, especially during
an already difficult time for you and your
marriage. After almost three decades of
calling Travis’ family your own, you have
every right to feel hurt, excluded and dis-
respected by their behavior. Ultimately,
this action speaks much louder of their
character than of yours.

Initiate a conversation with Travis
to express how this exclusion made you
feel and establish a way to interact and
cohabit as you move toward finalizing the
divorce. It is disappointing that the people
you’ve been closest to have started to act
in unrecognizable ways, but remember,
you can only control your reactions and
behavior. Lean on your true friends and
loved ones while you grieve both your
father-in-law and your marriage.

Send your questions for Annie Lane to
dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

BEETLE BAILEY

ARE YOU HAVING A

MARCH MADNESS

PARTY, SARGE
2

©2024 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

NO, I'M JUST STAYING
HERE AND WATCHING
o BY MYSELF

TAYa)

BLONDIE

o mer e o
:
PARTY TONIGHT 1= SSNCIRER |

© 2024 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. W

VOU'VE GOT ME TO Ji5]

HELP YOU

I ONLY HAVE MVSE%
TO RELY ON
N |

THREE THINGS:

ZITS

WHEN PULLING OUTOF SIGNAL, USE YOUR

A PARKING SPACE, T WAS MIRROR, AND CHECK.
TAUGHT TODO YOUR BLIND SPOT.

THERE'S GRANDIMA
JOHNSON WAITING
FOR e AT THE
END OF HER DRIVE!

© 2024 Mediagraphics, Inc. Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication

NO MATTER HOW 1 MIX
OP MK START TINES
AND VARKY M@ SPEED...

BATIUK € DAVIS tombatiuk.com/books

Answer

Children also need to be
nourished by God’s truth

SHE HAS THIS ONCANNY
ABILITY TO KNOW WHERE
IANMATALL Tines!

By Dr. Billy F
Graham

Question: My husband
and 1 have watched our
older siblings raise rebel-
lious children, bringing
great turmoil to our family
and to their marriages. This
has caused us reluctance to
start a family. Apart from
the numerous psychology
books, what wisdom can we
seek for raising children to

M hardship but it is worth
the effort.

Children also need
to be nourished by
God’s truth. There are
many examples in the Bible
about people seeking hap-
piness. King Solomon was
convinced he knew how to
find happiness — and with
his vast resources, he was
able to pursue it. Wealth,
fame, pleasure, power, lav-
ish houses, a reputation
for wisdom — you name

be led. Teaching children
the Scripture gives them
foundation — replacing
what the world teaches with
the things of God. Children
often respond to illustra-
tions. Children should be
taught that there are conse-
quences of rebelling against
those who love and cherish
them.

Imagine the wisest
human king saying that he
denied himself nothing but
learned that all he achieved

©2024 8il Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Are there any crackers with
nothing on them?”

O e IOt O o TR

"A SMILE (S JUST A FROWN THAT'S
NOT PAYING ATTENTION."

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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Do pass recommendation

(Continued from Page 1)

a permit from the Health Depart-
ment before the meeting. Com-
missioner Jarrod Hahn warned
that the email received was likely
the department notifying him of
what needed to be done rather than
a permit. Meyer stated he would
look into the email after the meet-
ing.

“That community well is going
to be a problem,” Hahn said.

There were several public com-
ments about the issue from con-
cerned neighbors.

Mike Fancher, who lives across
the street, brought up three con-
cerns: the lighting from the build-
ing shines directly into his home
at night, the adjacent property sits
six inches higher potentially caus-
ing flood problems, and the zone
could bring all sorts of unknown
business types to that zone. Meyer
advised he was willing to fix the
lighting issue.

Orville Hilsmeir Jr., Emily

Grover, Michele Pulfer and Judy
Kaehr also shared concerns about
the property, including natural sep-
tic flow, the use of dumpsters in
the area, the location of the busi-
ness and different issues in con-
struction.

The APC’s overall opinion
was that the concerns were valid
and would be addressed by the
requirements of B-3 zones, which
include attaching a development
plan. As such, the APC unani-
mously approved the “do pass”
recommendation with the follow-
ing conditions: Meyer must file
for a Health Department permit
within 30 days; Meyer’s develop-
ment plan must address any light-
ing, sewage, drainage and buffer
issues; and Meyer Renovation,
Meyer Removal or similar busi-
nesses are the only entities that can
be in this zone.

“If we have the right stipula-
tions and create the right things,
this won’t just put a band-aid

on this (issue) but stitch it up the
right way,” board member Tyson
Brooks said.

Additionally, the APC
approved a request for an eight-
lot major subdivision on 300 East
at Wayne Street south of State
Road 116. This subdivision will
be for housing developments and
will be accessible by a shared pri-
vate drive. Water for the lots will
be drawn from community wells
instead of city water. FIT Develop-
ment LL.C owners Todd Fiechter
and Aaron Isch stated that hooking
up to city water was not economi-
cally feasible.

Isch further clarified that the
north half of the subdivision will
still be farmland. Kent Shady of
Bluffton expressed concern that
Markley Ditch, a runoff area near
the subdivision, would not be able
to handle the added stress of the
new developments. Shady stated
that part of his backyard is in a
floodplain area. He also expressed

concern that the development had
no plans to annex into the city of
Bluffton.

Hahn noted that a detention
pond will be on the property,
which forces the water to have a
longer holding time before it goes
into a system. He explained that
they are also sizing the detention
pond larger than necessary for the
planned eight lots, just in case the
owners want to put more housing
on that parcel.

Board member Josh Hunt,
substituting for Chandler Gerber,
stated that neither the city nor the
owners could force annexation due
to protections against cities taking
in undeveloped areas. Lautzen-
heiser further noted that details
for sewer lines will be determined
during the development process.

Furthermore, the APC gave
a rezoning request at 328 South
Union St. a “do pass” recommenda-
tion to the Bluffton Common Coun-
cil. This would switch the area from

a residential-three zone to a residen-
tial-two zone. The zoning would
restrict the area to only have two or
single-family dwellings.

Owner Drew Gerber said he
plans to install a tri-plex instead
of a duplex. The area is currently
an open lot due to a past single-
family home being demolished.
He stated that parking for the
apartments will be accessed by a
shared drive that goes into individ-
ual driveways. He hopes to have at
least two cars per unit.

The APC also cleared one vio-
lation for Shane and Kristi Ander-
son. They allowed their in-laws
to reside in their RV and because
they lived in the area for over 90
consecutive days, a violation was
filed. Since then, the in-laws have
spent time away from the area,
and because they broke the 90-day
streak, the violation was cleared.

All board members were pres-
ent on Thursday.

jonathan@news-banner.com

Russia, China veto U.S. resolution calling for cease-fire in Gaza

By EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS
(AP) — Russia and China
on Friday vetoed a U.S.-
sponsored United Nations
resolution supporting “an
immediate and sustained
cease-fire” in the Israel-
Hamas war in Gaza, calling
the measure ambiguous and
saying it was not the direct
demand to end the fight-
ing that much of the world
seeks.

The vote in the Secu-
rity Council became another
showdown involving world
powers that are locked in
tense disputes elsewhere,
with the United States tak-
ing criticism for not being
tough enough against its ally
Israel, whose ongoing mili-
tary offensive has created a
dire humanitarian crisis for
the 2.3 million Palestinians
in Gaza.

A key issue was the
unusual language that said
the Security Council “deter-
mines the imperative of an
immediate and sustained
cease-fire.” The phrasing
was not a straightforward
“demand” or “call” to halt
hostilities.

The resolution reflected
a shift by the United States,
which has found itself at
odds with much of the
world as even allies of Israel
push for an unconditional
end to fighting.

In previous resolutions,
the U.S. has closely inter-
twined calls for a cease-fire
with demands for the release
of Israeli hostages in Gaza.
This resolution, using word-
ing that’s open to interpreta-
tion, continued to link the
two issues, but not as firmly.

Before the vote, Russian
U.N. Ambassador Vassily
Nebenzia said Moscow sup-

ports an immediate cease-
fire, but he criticized the
diluted language, which he
called philosophical word-
ing that does not belong in a
U.N. resolution.

He accused U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blink-
en and U.S. Ambassador
Linda Thomas-Greenfield
of “deliberately misleading
the international commu-
nity.”

“This was some kind
of an empty rhetorical
exercise,” Nebenzia said.
“The American product is
exceedingly politicized, the
sole purpose of which is to
help to play to the voters,
to throw them a bone in the
form of some kind of a men-
tion of a cease-fire in Gaza

.. and to ensure the impu-
nity of Israel, whose crimes
in the draft are not even
assessed.”

China’s U.N. ambas-
sador, Zhang Jun, said the
U.S. proposal set precon-
ditions and fell far short
of expectations of council
members and the broader
international community.

“If the U.S. was seri-
ous about a cease-fire, it
wouldn’t have vetoed time
and again multiple coun-
cil resolutions,” he said. “It
wouldn’t have taken such a
detour and played a game of
words while being ambigu-
ous and evasive on critical
issues.”

The U.S. has vetoed
three resolutions demanding
a cease-fire, the most recent
an Arab-backed measure
supported by 13 council
members with one absten-
tion on Feb. 20.

Thomas-Greenfield
urged the council to adopt
the resolution to press for
an immediate cease-fire and
the release of the hostages,

as well as to address Gaza’s
humanitarian crisis and sup-
port ongoing diplomacy by
the United States, Egypt and
Qatar.

The vote in the 15-mem-
ber council was 11 members
in favor and three against,
including Algeria, the Arab
representative on the coun-
cil. There was one absten-
tion, from Guyana.

After the vote, Thomas-
Greenfield accused Rus-
sia and China of voting
for “deeply cynical rea-
sons,” saying they could
not bring themselves to
condemn Hamas’ terrorist
attacks in southern Israel
on Oct. 7, which the reso-
lution would have done for
the first time.

She accused Russia of
again putting “politics over
progress” and having “the
audacity and hypocrisy to
throw stones” after launch-
ing its unwarranted inva-
sion of Ukraine in February
2022.

At the White House,
national security spokes-
man John Kirby said Rus-
sia and China would “rather
shoot down something we
authored simply because we
authored it.”

While the most recent
resolution would have been
officially binding under inter-
national law, it would not
have ended the fighting or led
to the release of hostages. But
it would have added to the
pressure on Israel amid glob-
al demands for a cease-fire
at a time of rising tensions
between the U.S. and Israeli
governments.

Meanwhile, the 10 elect-
ed members of the Security
Council have put their own
resolution in a final form.
It demands an immediate
humanitarian cease-fire for

Trump says he has nearly
$500M in cash but doesn’'t want to
use it to pay New York judgment

By MICHAEL R. SISAK
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) —
Donald Trump claimed on
Friday to have almost a
half-billion dollars in cash
but said he’d rather spend it
on his presidential run than
on the $454 million civil
fraud judgment against him
in New York. The former
president vowed to fight the
verdict “all the way up to
the U.S. Supreme Court if
necessary” as the state gears
up to potentially seize some
of his assets if he doesn’t
pay the hefty tab.

Trump has been trying to
get a state appeals court to
excuse him from a require-
ment that he provide finan-
cial guarantees showing he’s
good for the money while
he appeals the staggering
verdict.

The presumptive Repub-
lican presidential nominee
didn’t provide any docu-
mentation for his cash claim,
and his lawyers have sug-
gested it’s not feasible to tie
up so much cash on a bond
while also keeping his busi-
nesses running and meeting
other obligations. Among
them, according to financial
records: a condition on one
of his property loans that he
maintain a minimum liquid-
ity of $30 million.

A Manhattan judge in
February found that Trump
repeatedly lied about his
wealth on financial state-
ments given to banks and
others to secure loans and
make deals. The judge
ordered him to give up prof-
its from certain real estate
deals and money he saved
by obtaining lower inter-
est rates on loans. Trump
denies that he tried to

deceive anyone.

As recently as Thurs-
day, Trump’s lawyers reit-
erated in court filings that
they were having difficulty
obtaining a bond cover-
ing the judgment because
underwriters insisted on
cash, stocks or other liquid
assets instead of real estate
as collateral. More than 30
bonding companies rejected
their entreaties, they said.
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the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan that began March
10 to be “respected by all
parties leading to a per-
manent sustainable cease-
fire.” The Palestinian U.N.
ambassador said the vote
would take place Saturday
morning.

The resolution also
demands “the immediate
and unconditional release of
all hostages ““ and empha-
sizes the urgent need to
protect civilians and deliver
humanitarian aid throughout
the Gaza Strip.

The Russian, Chinese
and Algerian ambassadors
urged council members
to support it, but Thomas-
Greenfield said the text’s
current form “fails to sup-
port sensitive diplomacy in
the region. Worse, it could
actually give Hamas an
excuse to walk away from
the deal on the table.”

The Security Council
had already adopted two
resolutions on the worsen-
ing humanitarian situation
in Gaza, but none has called
for a cease-fire.

Russia and China vetoed
a U.S.-sponsored resolu-

tion in late October calling
for pauses in the fighting
to deliver aid, protection of
civilians and a halt to arm-
ing Hamas. They said it did
not reflect global calls for a
cease-fire.

A day earlier, the U.S.
circulated a rival resolution,
which went through major
changes during negotiations
before Friday’s vote. It ini-
tially would have support-
ed a temporary cease-fire

linked to the release of all
hostages, and the previous
draft would have supported
international efforts for a
cease-fire as part of a hos-
tage deal.

The vote took place as
Blinken, America’s top
diplomat, was on his sixth
mission to the Middle East
since the war began, dis-
cussing a deal for a cease-
fire and hostage release, as
well as post-war scenarios.
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