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Christian Writers 
Association

The Christian Writers 
Association met on Mon-
day to review and share 
some stories they have 
written. Above, Michael 

Reynolds, left, Beth Steu-
ry and Kayleen Reusser 
listen and ask questions 
to Alan Daugherty, and 
the Myrtle’s, Rocky and 
Myra. (Photos by Jona-

than Snyder)

By HOLLY GASKILL
The Wells County Commis-

sioners have settled the April 2022 
lawsuit filed against the county 
by Gaiser Farms, Inc. regarding 
the sale of the county farm. Wells 
County has paid $60,000 in its 
settlement.

Judge Kenton Kiracofe issued 
a summary judgment in favor of 
Gaiser Farms on Feb. 13. The 
settlement was determined during 
a mediation session on March 14, 
and the commissioners approved 
the amount during their meeting 
Monday.

The lawsuit claimed the coun-
ty had breached its farm lease 
agreement with Gaiser Farms 
of rural Bluffton. This alleged 
breach was regarding the coun-
ty’s timely notification of their 
intention to sell land rented by 
Gaiser Farms. Provisions in the 
lease stated the tenant would 

receive written notice on or 
before Oct. 1 about the termina-
tion of the agreement for the fol-
lowing year. Written notice was 
not sent until Oct. 6. 

The parcels owned by the 
county were then sold to Kurt 
and Lance Fiechter and Moun-
sey Family Farms as high bid-
ders for the land at a sale on 
Dec. 6, 2021. They were also 
named in the suit. 

The county argued that ade-
quate notice had been given, 
referencing a public hearing 
about the potential sale on May 
14, 2021. The matter had been 
published in The News-Banner, 
and Caleb Gaiser of Gaiser 
Farms had reportedly attended. 
The county also claimed that 
the tenant had violated the lease 
that same year due to a late pay-
ment. 

Wells County 
settles Gaiser Farm 
lawsuit for $60K

Schools get legislative OK to break 
up ILEARN testing throughout year

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
An option for schools to divvy 

up portions of Indiana’s ILEARN 
exams was approved by state law-
makers at the end of the 2024 leg-
islative session and will change 
how thousands of Hoosier students 
are tested.

The provision was included 
in House Enrolled Act 1243, an 
omnibus education bill filled with 
action items supported by the Indi-
ana Department of Education.

The assessment plan includes 
what state education officials call 
“flexible checkpoints” for schools 
to administer ILEARN preparation 
tests in language arts and math 
before the typical end-of-year 
summative tests. A dozen other 
states already have similar models.

Based on a plan approved by 
the Indiana’s State Board of Edu-
cation last summer, the “check-

points” will consist of 20 to 25 
questions and hone in on four to 
six state standards. The exams are 
designed to be administered to stu-
dents about every three months, 
but local schools and districts can 
speed up testing if they wish.

“It’s a good first step,” said bill 
author Rep. Bob Behning, R-Indi-
anapolis. “We are actually going 
to reduce the amount of time that 
we’re going to be spending on the 
summative test at the end of the 
year.”

Rather, schools will have “win-
dows of time” to use the check-
point assessments to monitor stu-
dent success. 

“It really, I think, moves us 
closer to having the ability to have 
a mastery-based system,” Behning 
continued.

Schools pilot 
through-year assessments

Last summer, the state board of 

education approved new “stream-
lined” K-12 education standards to 
make it easier for teachers to craft 
individualized lesson plans — set-
ting the stage for updates to stan-
dardized testing. 

Unlike the end-of-year 
ILEARN tests, checkpoint exams 
are not meant to be “high stakes,” 
and results are not reported to the 
state, said Indiana Secretary of 
Education Katie Jenner. 

Instead, the tests are designed 
to be diagnostic and help teachers 
and parents see where students are 
throughout the year. Jenner said 
this will help educators implement 
remediations and interventions 
— like additional tutoring for stu-
dents who need it — ahead of the 
summative exam at the end of the 
academic year. 

Because each checkpoint cov-
ers various Indiana academic stan-

(Continued on Page 2)

Some schools will adopt new testing through a pilot 
program this fall before the changes take effect statewide in 2025.

(Continued on Page 2)

Hoosiers prepare to 
host total solar eclipse
By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
The day after the August 2017 

total solar eclipse spanned the 
country, Ginger Murphy got a 
phone call. The Chicago-area call-
er wanted to reserve 40 rooms at 
a Hoosier state park lodge for an 
eclipse due to darken skies above 
Indiana nearly seven years later.

“I went, ‘Huh?'” said Murphy, 
the Indiana Department of Natu-
ral Resources’ deputy director 
for state parks. “At that point, we 
weren’t even thinking about it.”

But that’s changed.
State and local entities alike 

have since joined forces to pull out 
all the stops for an eclipse — fea-
turing a staggering 4 minutes of 
totality — that could bring up to 
600,000 people to Indiana.

States in the path of previous 
eclipses told Indiana officials they 
should expect the April 8 eclipse 
to be the “single largest tourist 
event to ever happen in the state,” 
said Amy Howell, the director of 
tourism, marketing and communi-
cations for the Indiana Destination 
Development Corporation.

Hoosiers are hosting hundreds 
of events around the state to mark 
the astronomical phenomenon, per 
Howell.

And state park spots, hotels and 
short-term rentals are filling up.

“My advice is: so many events, 
a once-in-a-lifetime event. Pack 

your bags and come to Indiana!” 
Howell exclaimed.

But not all in Indiana will be 
outside to see the sky, as state 
agencies and local schools attempt 
to accommodate an event that fits 
less-than-neatly within academic 
year requirements and construc-
tion season.

A total solar eclipse occurs 
when the moon passes between 
the sun and Earth, and completely 
blocks the face of the much larger 
sun. Hoosiers won’t be in another 
total solar eclipse’s path of totality 
until 2099.

Marketing Indiana
State agencies for security, 

law enforcement, roads, natural 
resources and tourism began plan-
ning for the eclipse about two 
years ago, according to Howell.

For its part, IDDC expects to 
spend about $100,000 on digi-
tal advertising to out-of-state 
residents. The agency conduct-
ed pushes at a year out and six 
months out, and will sustain a third 
push from two months out through 
the day-of.

“We’re primarily in like a Chi-
cago — who’s not gonna get any 
of the eclipse — a Louisville, a St. 
Louis. These are markets that are 
familiar with Indiana because we 
do our other seasonal campaigns 
(there),” Howell said.

She wants to capitalize on the 
(Continued on Page 2)

By MATTHEW LEE 
AP Diplomatic Writer

CAIRO (AP) — U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken said 
Thursday a major Israeli ground 
assault on the southern Gaza town 
of Rafah would be “a mistake” 
and “unnecessary” to defeating 
Hamas, underscoring the further 
souring of relations between the 
United States and Israel.

Blinken, on his sixth urgent 
Mideast mission since the war 
began in October, spoke after hud-
dling with top Arab diplomats in 
Cairo for discussions over efforts 

for a cease-fire and over ideas 
for Gaza’s post-conflict future. 
He said an “immediate, sustained 
cease-fire” with the release of 
Israeli hostages held by Hamas 
was urgently needed and that 
gaps were narrowing in indirect 
negotiations that U.S., Egypt and 
Qatar have spent weeks mediat-
ing. Those negotiations are to con-
tinue at a senior level in Qatar on 
Friday.

Blinken heads to Israel on Fri-
day to meet Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and his war cabi-
net. The growing disagreements 

between Netanyahu and President 
Joe Biden over the prosecution of 
the war will likely overshadow 
those talks — particularly over 
Netanyahu’s determination to 
launch a ground assault on Rafah, 
where more than a million Pales-
tinians have sought refuge from 
devastating Israeli ground and air 
strikes further north.

Netanyahu has said that with-
out an invasion of Rafah, Israel 
can’t achieve its goal of destroy-
ing Hamas after its deadly Oct. 7 
attack and taking of hostages that 
triggered Israel’s bombardment 

and offensive in Gaza.
“A major military operation in 

Rafah would be a mistake, some-
thing we don’t support. And, it’s 
also not necessary to deal with 
Hamas, which is necessary,” 
Blinken told a news conference 
in Cairo with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Sameh Shoukry. A major 
offensive would mean more civil-
ian deaths and worsen Gaza’s 
humanitarian crisis, Blinken said, 
adding that his talks on Rafah in 
Israel on Friday and discussions 
between senior U.S. and Israeli 
officials next week in Washington 

will be to share ideas for alterna-
tive action.

The U.S. position on a Rafah 
operation has shifted significantly 
in recent days. Initially, U.S. offi-
cials said they could not support a 
major incursion into the city unless 
there was a clear and credible plan 
for getting civilians out of harm’s 
way. Now, U.S. officials said they 
have concluded that there is no 
credible way to do that given the 
density of the population of more 
than a million people. They say 
now that other options, including 

Blinken: Israeli assault on Gaza’s Rafah would be a ‘mistake’

(Continued on Page 2)



specifically targeted opera-
tions against known Hamas 
fighters and commanders, 
are the only way to avoid a 
civilian catastrophe.

But Netanyahu, on a 
roughly 45-minute call 
with GOP senators on 
Wednesday, pledged to 
ignore warnings about a 
Rafah operation. He also 
took aim at Senate Major-
ity Leader Chuck Schum-
er’s condemnation last 
week of the civilian death 
toll in Gaza and his call for 
new elections in Israel in a 
speech that Biden later said 
was “good.”

Netanyahu stressed that 
Israel would move ahead in 
Rafah, according to sena-
tors who participated in the 
meeting. Sen. John Ken-
nedy, a Louisiana Repub-
lican, said Netanyahu 
“made it very clear that 
he and the people of Israel 
intend to prosecute the war 
to the full extent of their 
power and that he would 
not be dictated to by Sena-
tor Schumer or President 
Biden.”

Netanyahu has been 
accused by Israeli critics 
of undermining biparti-
san American support by 
cultivating close ties with 
Republican leaders.

As Blinken and the 
Arab ministers met, Gaza’s 
Health Ministry raised the 
territory’s death toll to near-
ly 32,000 Palestinians since 
the war began on its soil. 
Also, U.N. officials stepped 
up warnings that famine 
is “imminent” in northern 

Gaza.
The Cairo talks gathered 

Blinken with the foreign 
ministers of Egypt, Jordan, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and 
the United Arab Emirates, 
as well as a top official 
from the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization, the 
internationally recognized 
body representing the Pal-
estinian people. They also 
discussed ways to increase 
urgent humanitarian aid 
deliveries to Gaza by land, 
air and sea.

In an earlier meeting 
with Blinken, Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah el-
Sissi stressed the need for 
an immediate cease-fire and 
warned against the “danger-
ous repercussions” of any 
Israeli offensive in Rafah, 
according to a statement 
issued by el-Sissi’s spokes-
person.

Both parties had renewed 
their rejection of the forced 
displacement of Gazans and 
agreed on the importance of 
taking all necessary mea-
sures to ensure the arrival 
of humanitarian aid into the 
Gaza Strip, the statement 
said.

Blinken said “gaps are 
narrowing” in talks over 
a cease-fire but that more 
work was needed. “There 
are still real challenges,” 
he said. “We’ve closed 
some gaps but there are still 
gaps.”

Netanyahu’s office said 
Thursday that the head of 
the Mossad spy agency 
will return to Qatar on Fri-
day to meet with CIA chief 
William Burns and other 

key mediators in the talks. 
The office said Thursday 
that Qatar’s prime minister 
and Egypt’s intelligence 
chief would also join the 
talks.

Meanwhile, the United 
States said it would seek 
a swift vote on a newly 
revised and tougher U.N. 
resolut ion demanding 
“an immediate and sus-
tained cease-fire” to pro-
tect civilians and enable 
humanitarian aid to be 
delivered. The U.S. dep-
uty ambassador to the 
U.N., Robert Wood, said 
he hoped a vote could 
take place by the end of 
the week. The resolution 
is notable because it does 
not directly tie the release 
of the hostages to the 
need for a cease-fire.

Still, Blinken said the 
two must go hand-in-hand. 
“There is an urgent need 
for an immediate, sus-
tained ceasefire with the 
release of hostages,” he 
said.

Netanyahu has also 
rejected the Biden adminis-
tration’s repeated remonstra-
tions that Israel’s long-term 
security cannot be assured 
without the creation of an 
independent Palestinian 
state.

A clear path and dead-
line for the formation of a 
Palestinian state are key 
requirements for Saudi 
Arabia and other Arab 
nations to normalize rela-
tions with Israel, some-
thing Netanyahu is keen 
to achieve. Blinken spent 
much of his time in Jeddah 

with Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 
discussing the normaliza-
tion process, which would 
also include U.S.-Saudi 
agreements.

With tensions running 
high after not speaking 
for a month, Biden and 
Netanyahu held a phone 
call on Monday during 
which Netanyahu agreed 
to send a team of experts 
to Washington to discuss 
the Rafah plans. Israeli 
Defense Minister Yoav 
Gallant will also visit 
Washington separately 
next week.

The war began after 
Palestinian militants killed 
some 1,200 people in the 
surprise Oct. 7 attack out 
of Gaza that triggered the 
war, and abducted another 
250 people. Hamas is still 
believed to be holding 
some 100 people hostage, 
as well as the remains of 30 
others.

dards at different points in 
the school year, the end-of-
year test will be reduced in 
length, according to guid-
ance issued by IDOE.

IDOE will pilot the check-
point model in the 2024-25 
school year. More than 1,200 
schools have opted-in to offer 
those assessments. 

The checkpoint tests will 
be administered digitally 
without a time limit. IDOE’s 
plan is for schools in the 
pilot to give the first check-
point exam between Sept. 
16 and Nov. 15, the second 
between Nov. 18 and Feb. 7, 
and the third between Feb. 
10 and April 11. Second-
chance opportunities will be 
available for each checkpoint 
until the summative window 
begins on April 14, 2025.

“This is wildly popu-
lar amongst our educa-
tors, amongst our parents, 
because what this does is it 
gives not just end-of-year, 
one-point-in-time data, but 
it allows three checkpoints 
throughout the year on that 
student that are not punitive, 
that are totally about, ‘Has 
the child mastered it or not?’ 
Jenner said earlier this year. 

The overall system will 
take effect during the 2025-
26 school year.

Students who move into 
a new district mid-year will 
not be required to make 
up any missed checkpoint 
assessment. But schools will 
be allowed to use the “sec-
ond chance” opportunity to 
see if students have mastered 
the previous content or if 
they need additional learn-
ing support, according to the 
state education department.

Under House Enrolled Act 
1243, high school students 
will additionally be given the 
option to include their latest 
statewide assessment scores 
on their transcripts.

Although the bill passed 
with few naysayers, Sen. 
Jean Leising, R-Oldenburg, 
said she’s heard complaints 
from “lots of parents” in her 
district about kids already 
“having to undergo too 
much testing.”

“I don’t know if I’m 
ready to vote for another 
change, because I think that 
we have tested the heck out 
of kids,” she said shortly 
before voting against the 
measure on the last day of 
the legislative session. “And 
we have not improved edu-
cation  — and that’s the sad 
part about it. I don’t know 

why they’re separating it.”
“I don’t know how it’s 

all going to work, but I’m 
starting to feel sorry for the 
kids and teachers and the 
parents,” she continued. 
“Because all of this testing 
— we’ve reached a point of 
it just being over the top.”

Slow student progress 
The latest ILEARN 

data from 2023 showed an 
increasing number of Hoosier 
students in grades 3-8 passed 
state standardized tests — a 
sign of continued learning 
loss recovery following the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

But the scores still trailed 
behind 2019 results, and stu-
dents who struggled before 
the pandemic were not mak-
ing academic rebounds as 
fast as their peers. 

Nearly 41% of Indiana 
students who were tested 
in Spring 2023 were at or 
above proficiency standards 
in English and language arts. 
Roughly the same percentage 
of students were at or above 
proficiency standards in math.

Only 30.6% of Hoosier 
students passed both the 
math and English sections of 
ILEARN, however. In 2019, 
pre-pandemic pass rates indi-
cated that 37.1% of Hoosier 
kids in grades 3-8 were profi-
cient in both the English and 
math portions of the exam.

IDOE officials said 
99% of all Indiana students 
in grades 3-8 completed 
ILEARN exams last year. 
That’s equal to more than 
491,000 students tested.

The exam was first imple-
mented in 2019 to replace 
the ISTEP exam for students 
from third to eighth grade. 
The exam measures profi-
ciency in various subjects 
starting in third grade, but the 
main focus is on English/lan-
guage arts and mathematics. 

With federal permission, 
the assessment was not given 
in 2020 due to pandemic-
related school closures.

State lawmakers addi-
tionally approved a separate 
requirement for schools to 
administer the statewide 
IREAD test in second grade 
— a year earlier than cur-
rent requirements — within 
Senate Enrolled Act 1. Local 
educators must direct new, 
targeted support to at-risk 
students and those struggling 
to pass the literacy exam.

But if, after three tries, a 
third grader can’t meet the 
IREAD standard, legislators 
want school districts to hold 
them back.
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County settles farm suit Weather
Friday, March  22, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:13 p.m. Thursday)
High: 37; Low: 20; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.93  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 56. East wind 

around 10 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Tonight: A 40% chance of showers before 2 a.m. 

Cloudy, with a low around 29. South wind 5 to 15 mph 
becoming north in the evening. Winds could gust as high as 
20 mph. 

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 43. North 
wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 25. 
East wind around 10 mph. 

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 48.
Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 37.
Monday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 63. Breezy. 
Monday Night: Showers, mainly after 2 a.m. Low 

around 47. Chance of precipitation is 80%.
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*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms and conditions apply. Taxes,
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. A line connection fee may be applicable. Call for details or visit
twncomm.com/terms-conditions for additional information and terms and conditions of services. Residential customers on
qualifying internet plans will receive download/upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan.  A 30-day notice 
is required to cancel service. 
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SOLUTIONS FOR HOME AND BUSINESS

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.
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Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Check Us Out 
on Facebook

Hours: Mon-Thurs 7AM-5PM
Fri 7AM-4:30PM • Sat 7AM-11:30AM
260-724-3108 • Fax 260-724-4505

Arnold Lumber Co.

Arnold Lumber Co.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, IN

On April 2, 2022, com-
missioners Mike Vanover, 
Jeff Stringer and Blake 
Gerber published a Let-
ter to the Editor in The 
News-Banner, affirming 
many of these claims. 
They wrote they were 
“committed to protect-
ing the county and its 
citizens from aggressive 
demands for money and/
or needless lawsuits … 
The county will stand up 
for what is right and not 
take monetary demands 
or threats of litigation 
lightly. The county com-
missioners will continue 

to inform the public as 
the matter progresses.”

In his summary judg-
ment, Kiracofe stated that 
though Gaiser Farms “may 
have had knowledge of the 
defendant’s intention to sell 
the property did not auto-
matically give rise to the 
(county’s) terminating of the 
Least Agreement.” He addi-
tionally noted that the coun-
ty did not vote to terminate 
the lease until Dec. 6, two 
months after notice had been 
given.

Regarding the claims 
of late payment, Kiracofe 
stated there was a prec-
edent in the relationship 

between parties. While a 
2021 payment was late, 
there were also late pay-
ments in 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019 and 2020. The coun-
ty had neither addressed 
this violation nor charged 
interest. 

Kiracofe referenced 
Indiana law in saying that 
when parties exhibit a his-
tory of a “very active, will-
ing, and long-lived col-
laboration in the non-pay-
ment of rent”, the landlord 
is required to give notice 
before terminating a lease 
agreement.

“The terms of the Lease 
Agreement are unambigu-

ous and conclusive of the 
parties’ intention,” the 
summary reads. “There is 
no genuine issue of mate-
rial fact and the Court 
finds that Wells County 
is in breach of the Lease 
Agreement by not provid-
ing notice.”

In the 2022 lawsuit fil-
ing, Gaiser Farms asked 
for damages, including lost 
profits and income. 

Of the $60,000 settle-
ment, $45,000 will be 
reimbursed by the coun-
ty attorney at the time, 
Andrews and Crell Attor-
neys.

holly@news-banner.com

event by getting newcomers into Indi-
ana, and hopefully back for future vis-
its.

IDDC has collected information 
on more than 600 events around the 
state, she said: partly to help state secu-
rity and police monitoring and partly 
to offer visitors a complete menu of 
options.

The Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way, for example, was selected as a 
National Air and Space Administra-
tion broadcast location. Now it’s got 
a packed schedule featuring multiple 
astronauts, IndyCar drivers, NASA 
officials and Indiana Gov. Eric Hol-
comb. The brickyard will also host 
technical and family-friendly educa-
tional programming.

In Bloomington, a solar eclipse 
committee with police, fire, busi-
ness, university and other partici-
pants is overseeing a week of festivi-
ties: eclipse-themed trivia, glow-in-
the-dark putt-putt, a showing of the 
space-related film Hidden Figures, 
and more.

“We want people to come into 
Bloomington, stay for a couple of days, 
enjoy their time and return,” said Jor-
dan Smith, a leisure marketing man-
ager at Visit Bloomington.

Discover Boone County says it’s 
inviting guests to “Get Mooned in 
Boone” with a treasure hunt, a free 
’80s concert and other activities.

Seeing the eclipse
Indiana is highlighting its DNR 

properties as prime viewing real estate 
for Hoosiers and others that live out-
side the path of totality. The path 
includes a whopping 54 state parks, 
nature preserves, reservoirs and more, 
according to Murphy.

The properties are hosting dozens 
of events, from eclipse litter bag work-

shops and t-shirt how-tos to scary sto-
ries and “crepuscular creatures.”

Murphy’s agency created a table of 
locations — split by viewing, lodging 
and parking options and complete with 
estimated eclipse phase times — to 
help interested visitors plan.

It’s easier to see the eclipse in open 
spaces with fewer leafy trees, Murphy 
observed.

“There’s an effect that happens dur-
ing … totality where it looks like you 
have a sunset all the way around, in a 
360-degree circle. So an open space is 
a great spot to potentially see that,” she 
said.

But many parks in the path are 
already booked out, with visitors from 
44 states and even Canada, according 
to Murphy. She said the four inns in the 
zone are full and so are cabins. Camp-
grounds at 16 properties are sold out, 
but those at another five locations are 
between 70% and 90% of capacity.

That may or may not include her 
first caller, back in 2017. DNR begins 
booking at two years out, not seven.

Gates for day-of visitors open at 7 
a.m. and close when parking fills up, 
even to those on bikes or on foot — so 
get in early.

“Get your spot set up and take a 
walk, or just enjoy the day, and be 
ready for the eclipse in the afternoon,” 
Murphy said.

But to safely view the eclipse, pur-
chase glasses or solar filters compli-
ant with the ISO 12312-2 international 
standard, such as those produced by 
manufacturers on a list by the Ameri-
can Astrological Society. Looking 
without protection will cause serious 
eye injuries.

Business as usual for others?
Not everyone will be free to enjoy 

the festivities.
Indiana lawmakers were steps 

away from authorizing an eclipse day 
waiver for schools, who must other-
wise meet a 180-day academic year 
requirement. But they tweezed that 
language out on the eve of the ses-
sion’s end.

Fort Wayne Community Schools’ 
board, for example, announced classes 
were cancelled for the eclipse — then 
reversed hours later when officials 
realized the waiver died, the Journal 
Gazette reported.

Schools with room in their calen-
dars may extend their spring breaks, 
take the day off, or let students 
out early, according to an October 
Department of Education memo. Oth-
ers can hold virtual classes or put 
on eclipse events during in-person 
instruction.

Construction workers, however, 
might be available for viewing after the 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
asked contractors and local laborers to 
halt work for the eclipse, according to 
KPC News.

That’s because INDOT and Indi-
ana State Police expect congestion 
and delays from the influx of eclipse 
visitors. The request, from midnight 
on April 7 to sunrise on April 9, could 
delay projects.

DNR recommends that eclipse 
viewers fill up their gas tanks and pack 
plenty of snacks, water, first aid sup-
plies and entertainment sources to ease 
long waits in parks or in traffic. That’s 
in addition to other tips listed on the 
agency’s website.

Despite the chaos, Hoosier officials 
want residents and tourists alike to 
enjoy themselves.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence for a lot of people,” Murphy said. 
“… We want people to have a great 
time and we’re looking forward to see-
ing them.”

(Continued from Page 1)
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Hoosiers prepare for eclipse
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INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 2:51 p.m., 

900 block of North Main 
Street. Caller requested 
welfare check for child 
after woman took the cry-
ing toddler to car before 
going back inside to sit at 
computer.

Tuesday, 5:54 p.m., 
100 block of East Arnold 
Street. Caller requested 
assistance with property 
retrieval.

Wednesday, 2:32 p.m., 
500 block of West Wiley 
Avenue. Caller reported tree 
fell on front porch at this 
address.

Wednesday, 4:29 p.m., 
900 block of South Mul-
berry Street. Report of 
an issue with custody 
exchange.

Wednesday, 4:31 p.m., 
Animal Shelter. Officer 
requested to pick up paper-
work.

Thursday, 12:26 a.m., 
300 block of East Central 
Avenue. Officer requested 
in reference to domestic 
issue.

Thursday, 1:14 p.m., 
Dollar General. Report of 

domestic issue.
County:
Wednesday, 12:14 p.m., 

Wells County Jail. Officer 
detained driver for driv-
ing while suspended. Upon 
arrival at the jail, it was dis-
covered the driver gave the 
officer the fake identity of 
his brother, who is currently 
in prison. Additional charges 
requested for Jason Boyd 
Cook.

Wednesday, 2:14 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Sub-
ject reported domestic 
violence in her home from 
her husband and his moth-
er.

Wednesday, 3:48 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Ryan 
Graham served with no con-
tact order.

Thursday, 7:27 a.m., East 
300 North and S.R. 116, 
Bluffton. Vehicle was driv-
ing when another subject, 
identified as a deer, failed to 
yield.

Thursday, 8:25 a.m., 3600 
West 200 South, Liberty 
Center. Report of an injured 

deer.
Thursday, 8:31 a.m., 

Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to Terez Leonard 
Jr.

Thursday, 9:48 a.m., 7700 
East 300 South, Bluffton. 
Caller reported someone is 
throwing trash in her yard.

ACCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 10:50 a.m., 

S.R. 1 and North Lamar 
Street. Linda Elzroth, 69, 
Zanesville, reported she 
attempted to merge her 
Chevrolet Equinox into 
the right lane and failed to 
observe a Honda Accord 
driven by Isaiah Delong, 
22, Bluffton.  No injuries 
reported. Damages did not 
exceed $5,000.

ARRESTS
Lorinda Lynn Satter-

field, 59, Markle; theft, a 
Level 6 felony. Bond at 
$10,000.

Terez Alastair Leonard 
Jr., 19, South Bend; inter-
fering with law enforce-
ment using a vehicle, a 

Level 6 felony. No bond 
set.
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Karen Kay Roberts, 81
Karen Kay Roberts, 81, passed 

away Wednesday morning, March 
20, 2024, at River Terrace Retire-
ment Community following an 
extended illness.

Karen was born in Wells County 
on April 20, 1942, to Merlin K. and 
Alice Elene (Martin) Bender; both 
parents preceded her in death. 
Karen married L. Kay Roberts at 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in 
Uniondale on July 23, 1960; he preceded her in death 
on March 28, 2013.  She was a 1960 graduate of Rock 
Creek High School and a member of Murray Missionary 
Church and Red Hatters Club. Karen was a homemaker 
and retired after 25 years from Rock Creek and North-
ern Wells Schools. 

She enjoyed golf trips and gardening. Karen became 
a World Traveler, traveling to Alaska, Africa, Bahamas, 
Haiti, Jamaica, Cozumel, Ireland, UK, Scotland, Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland and France. Karen enjoyed spend-
ing winters in Orange Beach with family and friends.

Survivors include three children, Kerry (Laura) Rob-
erts of Bluffton, Kirk (Suzy) Roberts of Ossian, and Kelli 
(Brian) Reifel of Westfield, Ind.; nine grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren. 

In addition to her parents and husband of 52 years, 
she was preceded in death by a brother, Gerry Bender 
and a sister, Regina Daugherty.

Visitation will be from 2-7 p.m. on Monday, March 
25, 2024, at Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial Cha-
pel in Bluffton. Services will be held at 10:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024, at Murray Missionary Church, 
with visitation one hour prior to the service at the 
church. Pastor Mike Gilbert will officiate.  Burial will fol-
low at Markle Cemetery.

Memorials can be made in Karen’s memory to Still-
water Hospice of Ft. Wayne, IN.

On l ine  condo lences  c an  be  made  a t  
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.
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WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Lillyian Danielle 
(Smith) Ellenberger
Calling: 2 - 8 p.m. Friday, March 

22 and one hour prior to the service. 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
March 23 at the funeral home.

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Keaton William Osmun
Calling: 2- 8 p.m. Friday, 
March 22 and one hour prior 

to the service. 
Service: 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 23 at

 the funeral home.

NMS announces Quarter 3 honor roll
Norwell Middle School has released 

the names of its students on the high 
honor roll and honor roll for the third 
quarter of the 2023-24 school year.
6th Grade Distinction (GPA of 3.7 or 
higher and no grade lower than A-)

Canyon Aschliman,  Oakley 
Bryant, Mackenzie Bunn, Vio-
let Butcher, Julia Collins, Keegan 
Corey, Wesley Dafforn, Harbert 
Davis, Jackson Decker, Kaydence 
Denton, Cayden Doak, Jack Dun-
widdie, Adleigh Ervin, Lydia Fel-
ton, Cooper Figert, Paxton Frisch, 
Blake Fuess, Camrynn Fulton, Aria 
Geng, Gabriel Gerber, Annabelle 
Gill, Austin Harnish, Weston Har-
ris, Allison Hart, Laken Heaston, 
Nolan Hitzfield, Cole Jackemey-
er, Lyric Johnston, Alexis Keller, 
Grant Keller, Kennedy King, Har-
rison Koop, Macy McNabb, Hud-
son Meriwether, Mercy Meyer, 
Ellie Miller, Paxton Miller, Gray-
son Miser, Mason Morales, Layla 
Moyer, Brielle Noe, Madison Nor-
dman, Elias Nussbaum, Brynleigh 
Ormsby, Paizley Price, Brooklyn 
Quintanilla, Triton Rankin, Jace 
Reinhard, Claire Ringger, Aubree 
Roberts, Meghan Roberts, David 
Runkel, Wesley Springer, Tyson 
Taylor, Graciela Torres, George 
Tucker, Mason Turnbough, Rylie 
Van’t Hof, Rylan Watson, Shannon 
Weimer, Chloe Whitaker, Blake 
Whitmer and Samuel Worthman. 

6th Grade Honor (GPA of 2.7 or 
higher and no grade lower than B-)

Sephora  Al f reus ,  Braydon 
Arnold, Melody Bailey, Tanna Bau-
man, Maleah Baumgartner, Celia 
Behning, Madalyn Bookmiller, 
Alyssa Borkholder, Madyson Boyd, 
Vivian Branham, Kaiden Brook-
sher, Kayah Bryant, Joshua Buirley, 
Ada Campbell, Madelyn Chubb, 
Carter Culbreath, Addison Dalrym-
ple, Allison Eltzroth, Clark Evans, 
Owen Glisson, Reece Goeglein, 
Bailee Grogg, Isaac Gruss, Veron-
ica Haiflich, Austin Hartnett, Jay-
don Heindel, Della Hensley, Rachel 
Hoag, Emma Holte, Annabelle 
Johnson, Leeum Johnson, Anistyn 
Jolloff, Kody Krinn, Piper Krum-
ma, Braylon Leeth, Aubrey Leigh-
ton, Brody Lengerich, Travis Len-
well, Camryn McCartney, Emma 
Moon, Alistair Newnum, Sydney 
Nordman, Taylor Nunn, Corbin 
Pearson, Nevaeh Pilkinton, Lola 
Pulfer, Marin Reinhard, Paige Ren-

fro, Hazel Richhart, Desirae Ruch, 
Landen Sallee, Claire Sands, Riley 
Schoenemann, Brynlee Sliger, Fish-
er Smith-Fisher, Landon Sonnig-
sen, Mason Vendal, Ethan Walker, 
Easton Wilson, Jaxon Yager, Colin 
Young
7th Grade Distinction (GPA of 3.7 or 
higher and no grade lower than A-) 

Isabel Affolder, Emma Bailey, 
Stella Ballard, Kynnlei Beste, Jor-
dyn Brickley, Joao Calduro, Dalton 
Crow, Lily Dillion, Mason Diver, 
Crete Edwards, Kendall Fegley, 
Kenley Fisher, Baylee Ford, Kayla 
Freed, Vincent Fuhrmann, Cam-
dyn Gerber, Chase Gerber, Krista 
Gerber, Parker Gerber, Ally Graft, 
Owen Grover, Jordyn Grzych, 
Rilynn Hoopingarner, Gracie Hul-
vey, Hadie Isch, Carter Jackemeyer, 
Titus Jacob, Claire Kelley, Wyatt 
Knell, Hunter Kurtz, Elijah Landis, 
Derek Lenwell, Haley Lewis, Addi-
son Long, Elizabeth Mann, Ange-
la Mayer, Anna McBride, Brenna 
Meyer, Hadley Meyer, Roman 
Meyer, Ian Mitchell, Quinn Oakleaf, 
Leah Randol, Haden Reece, Easton 
Reinhard, Jaydin Rhoads, Mad-
eline Ringger, Joshua Roby, Elaina 
Scott, Charles Simerman, Bristol 
Smith, Adalyn Stine-McCave, Avery 
Thornton, Maddux Thornton, Stella 
Tumbleson, Cody Waldman, Case 
Wireman and Mason Zent.

7th Grade Honor (GPA of 2.7 or 
higher and no grade lower than B-)

AJosephina Alig, Emily Ben-
nett, Cruz Bolinger, Reid Bolyn, 
Henry Brinson, Callie Burton, 
Benjamin Captain, Landon Clark, 
Caedon Confer, Miles Daugherty, 
Jillien Dawalt, Kora DeLaGarza, 
Alex Dillion, Leah Ewing, Alivia 
Fenstermaker,  Isaac Figueroa, 
Myah Frauhiger, Kyndal Fuller, 
Kayla Jeffrey, Preslie Jones, Cohen 
Karns, Jason Lenwell, Madelynn 
Lewis, Elizabeth Long, Benjamin 
Lukins, Novalynn Malone, Noah 
Nash, Allyson Peterson, Kenley 
Reed, Eli Rodgers, Connley Rupp, 
Stormie Selking, Abigail Swine-
ford, Isaiah Thompson and Katelyn 
Troutt.
8th Grade Distinction (GPA of 3.7 or 
higher and no grade lower than A-)

Kenan Abdulrahim, Ellie Bales, 
Tiffany Bays, Jillian Bischoff, 
Brooke Bowling, Fielder Brege, 
Emma Burnau, Edward Bushee, 
Connor Careins, Greyson Cha-

vis, Dylan Chism, Kaitlyn Collins, 
Erika Crosswhite, Stellen Davis, 
Addison Dohrman, Kamdyn Ealing, 
Elias Fagin, Adalynn Fausz, Cash 
Fegley, Lillie Felton, Zeke Ford, 
Layla Frisch, Brennen Fryback, 
Kinley Heindel, Ethan Hill, Ivy 
Hill, Abigail Hippensteele, Kah-
lan Hollenbach, Lillian Holmes, 
Carter Kelley, Mia Kurtz, Emma 
Lenwell, Jacob Macy, Ava Mason, 
Joshua McBride, Rebecca McConn, 
Lance Meriwether, Emma Miller, 
Eric Morgan, Khloe Morgan, Ten-
lee Morris, Macy Oatess, Addison 
Parsons, Amelia Penrod, Benjamin 
Peterson, Hudson Petrie, Vivian 
Reidenbach, Connor Rose, Kahra 
Rupp, Illiyana Sailors, Abigail 
Schlemmer, Gabrielle Schlemmer, 
Hailey Singleton, Jillian Smith, 
Daisy Swineford, Ty Tofflemoyer, 
Julian Torres, Ashley Tucker, Kay-
Lee Tucker, Grady Vachon, Adri-
enne Wagner, Reese Wathen, Kiera 
Whitaker, Levi White, Phoenix 
Whitsitt, Reagan Wilson, Amelia 
Zavacki and Anthony Zavacki.

8th Grade Honor (GPA of 2.7 or 
higher and no grade lower than B-)

Roman Aschl iman,  Lauryn 
Baird, Corbin Behning, Kaylee 
Bennett, Scheumann Bixler-Scheu-
mann, Keyani Brinneman, Taven 
Brock, Makenzie Bronnenberg, 
Cooper Bunn, Robert Cahoon, 
Reid Cavanaugh, Madelyn Clark, 
Aidyn Clayton, Chloe Comer, 
Camden Connett, Carter Costel-
lo, Emma Crippen, Gracie David, 
Avery Elmore, Keigan Fortriede, 
Dessie Fritts, Amore Gilbert, Isa-
iah Goeglein, Wyatt Goulet, Eva 
Grisafo, Larinda Harms, Jordyn 
Hart, Payton Hupfer, Baylee John-
ston, Carson Jolloff, Shelbey Kaehr, 
Koda Keller, Marvin Keller, Miles 
Kelly, Owen Lichtsinn, Ethan Mast, 
Collin McAtee, Anna Mclaughlin, 
Layken Mialkowski, Westin Miller, 
Jorden Mills, Christenson Misch, 
Tripp Mitchell, Cooper Nagel, 
Magnolia Neuenschwander, Mya 
Oatess, Carmen Ortiz, Penelopiy 
Pavlin, MacKenzie Price, Addison 
Privett, Mali Schwartz, Greyson 
Shoemaker, Kaulen Sinclair, Gar-
cia Smith-Garcia, Elijah Sonnigsen, 
Khloe Stockman, Evan Swallow, 
Gavin Tackett, Channing Thomp-
son, Evan Uptgraft, Brady Watkins, 
Rachel Werling, Karter West, Mal-
lory Young and Tyler Zent.

Sheriff requests share of ARPA funds
Planning to buy four police vehicles this year, Sheriff 

Scott Holliday requested a portion of the remaining Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act funds to help cover the cost. Holliday 
said there was roughly $131,000 in ARPA funds remaining. 

Each police vehicle costs approximately $45,000, which 
is in the jail’s budget but would “take a good portion of it 
away,” Holliday said. 

The Highway and Health departments have also made 
requests for the remaining funds. The commissioners said 
they would consider the request. 

Holliday advised that Work on repairing pipes in the 
administrative portion of the jail began Monday. The pro-
cess requires the removal of a bathroom wall to access the 
leaking sewer lines. 

As of Monday, there were 74 inmates housed in the 
jail, 42 of which were pre-trial holds for the Wells County 
Circuit Court, 22 pre-trial Superior Court, eight from the 
Department of Correction and two Level 6 felons.

Holliday also recognized custodian Bob Monce, who is 
retiring next week. His replacement has trained alongside 
him for several weeks.

County considers adjustment 
to right-of-way requirement

As the county tries to close on several near-complete 
road conversion petitions, Highway Supervisor Shawn 
Bonar said he may be able to negotiate a smaller right-of-
way with landowners. 

When paving graving roads, the county has required the 
donation of 30 ft. of right-of-way, meaning the land for the 
road and ditch line. Nate Rumschlag, former Wells County 
engineer, had set this standard to align with Indiana Depart-
ment of Transportation recommendations. 

The right-of-way ensures a safe, gradual decrease along 
the roadway and no obvious obstacles. When converting a 
gravel road to a paved one, it is assumed there will be high-
er driving speeds and a need for a larger right-of-way. 

The matter has been contentious in some areas as a 
majority of landowners have donated their right-of-way 
for paving, while one “hold-out” has not. In speaking with 
some of these landowners, Bonar believes he could get the 
landowners to sign on for a 25 ft. right-of-way. 

“There are several roads out there that are so flat and 
have hard any ditch lines that we may not need to require 
the entire 30 ft.,” Bonar said.

Meanwhile, Bonar advised that the department is still 
moving dirt, asphalt and lumber from the previous building. 
The staff continues to organize the new garage building, and 
crews are working through the final 20 punch list items. 

County partners with landowners on 
Jefferson Township tile replacement

The drainage board unanimously approved $7,500 
toward the replacement of the Ferguson Prong 4 Drain in 
Jefferson Township during their meeting Monday. 

Surveyor Jarrod Hahn said the landowners on the tile 
will split the remaining cost. The work is expected to be 
done this summer. 
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www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner
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Biden’s incoherent 
Iran sanctions

Two days after reissuing a $10 billion Iran sanctions 
waiver, the Biden Administration on Friday threatened 
coordinated Group of Seven sanctions against Iran if it 
delivers ballistic missiles to Russia. The policy signal these 
two moves send is incoherence.

G-7 leaders are talking tough. “Were Iran to proceed 
with providing ballistic missiles or related technology to 
Russia,” they write, “we are prepared to respond swiftly 
and in a coordinated manner including with new and signif-
icant measures against Iran.” Russia has benefited greatly 
from Iranian drones in its invasion of Ukraine, and its inter-
est in Tehran’s missiles has been clear for months.

All of this was foreseeable when the U.S., U.K., France 
and Germany let the international embargo on Iran’s 
missile program lapse in October. Instead of triggering 
snapback sanctions, the Biden Administration preferred to 
avoid an escalation that might disrupt diplomacy with Iran. 
Weeks after the Oct. 7 massacre, while Iran’s proxies were 
firing on U.S. troops in the region, appeasement was in the 
air.

It was the same story in November, when the Adminis-
tration last renewed the sanctions waiver giving Iran access 
to more than $10 billion. It opens up to Iran the frozen rev-
enue from its electricity shipments to Iraq, which seems to 
have a perpetual excuse to buy sanctioned goods from Iran.

As usual, the State Department spin is that the money 
can be used only for “humanitarian purposes,” and that the 
Trump Administration issued waivers too. Neither point 
survives scrutiny.

The old waivers let Iraq import electricity from Iran but 
sent the money into escrow in Iraq, where Iran couldn’t 
touch it. President Biden changed the rules, allowing the 
money to leave escrow, be converted to euros and end up as 
an Iranian fund in Omani banks. It can be put toward Iran’s 
debt payments and import subsidies, according to Richard 
Goldberg of the Foundation for Defense of Democracies.

Adults know that money is fungible. These funds free up 
others for use in spreading terrorism abroad and advancing 
a nuclear-weapons program at home. Why does the Biden 
Administration pretend otherwise?

Maybe it’s for the same reason the Administration keeps 
hidden how much of the $10 billion Iran has accessed since 
the waiver was last extended: The American people might 
not like what they find out.

The G-7’s newfound assertiveness on Iranian missile 
transfers to Russia is welcome, but its deterrent value is 
undermined by President Biden’s waiver 48 hours earlier. 
His Iran policy has remained stuck in the world of Oct. 6, 
desperate to buy peace and quiet from a regime with no 
interest in either.
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Biden’s ‘lawfare’ joke is not funny
Why do so many Democrats and their allies in 

the media desperately want former President Donald 
Trump to stand trial before Election Day? The answer 
is simple: Because they think it will help President 
Joe Biden defeat Trump and win reelection.

So far, the “lawfare” directed at Trump — two 
federal indictments from a special counsel appointed 
by the Biden Justice Department, plus two local 
indictments from elected Democratic prosecutors, 
plus a financial lawsuit from another elected Demo-
cratic prosecutor and a sex-and-defamation lawsuit 
financed by a Democratic megadonor — has back-
fired at the polls. It helped boost Trump to a runaway 
victory in the Republican primaries, and so far, it 
hasn’t hurt him in general election matchup polls 
against Biden. 

Democrats hope a guilty verdict in a criminal trial 
— any trial will do — will peel away voters who say 
they support Trump now but would not support him 
if he were a convicted felon. We’ll see.

But the lawfare campaign is already having anoth-
er effect on Trump. It has put the former president 
under severe financial stress. In two ways. The first is 
the tens of millions of dollars in legal fees Trump has 
already spent defending himself against the onslaught 
of criminal charges and lawsuits. The other is the 
crippling financial pen-
alty — $454 million — in 
the lawsuit brought by the 
elected Democratic attor-
ney general of New York, 
Letitia James.

It was an unprecedented 
lawsuit in which James 
created what former fed-
eral prosecutor Andrew 
McCarthy called “a fraud 
case in which there are no 
fraud victims.” Trump did 
not have the right to a jury 
trial, and a hostile judge 
came up with a devastating 
financial judgment.

Trump is now scrambling to find an insurer that 
will post a bond for the money so that Trump can 
proceed with an appeal of the verdict. If he can’t find 
an insurer to do that, New York law requires that 
Trump will either have to come up with the cash him-
self or sell some of his real estate holdings, just to be 
able to mount an appeal. And all that is on top of an 
$83 million award in a separate sex-and-defamation 
suit, the one financed by the Democratic donor.

No criminal trial has begun, but the swarm of 
Democratic legal actions has already cost Trump 
dearly. Of course, that was the idea, or at least part 

of the idea. And it’s something that Biden 
himself indirectly acknowledged in a recent 
speech.

It happened in Washington at the Grid-
iron Dinner, a fancy white-tie gathering of 
major media figures and the top politicians 
they cover. Biden delivered a speech that 
was part comedy routine and part inspira-
tional talk to his media base. 

And this is a joke Biden told, according 
to news accounts: “Our big plan to cancel 
student debt doesn’t apply to everyone. Just 
yesterday, a defeated-looking man came 
up to me and said, ‘I’m being crushed by 
debt. I’m completely wiped out.’ And I said, 
‘Sorry, Donald, I can’t help you.’”

Ha ha ha. The media audience, of course, laughed. 
With one joke, Biden acknowledged the work his 
party’s lawfare warriors have done in the Trump 
matter. And how could Biden not be grateful? He’s 
trailing Trump in the polls, facing an electorate that 
largely believes he is too old for a second term, and 
is underwater in approval ratings for his handling of 
most issues.

No doubt Biden’s joke about bankrupting Trump 
reflects his satisfaction that the lawfare effort is start-

ing to work. But Biden wants 
more. In February, Politico 
reported that Biden has 
“grumbled to aides and advis-
ers that had [Attorney General 
Merrick] Garland moved 
sooner in his investigation 
into former President Donald 
Trump’s election interference, 
a trial may already be under-
way or even have concluded.”

In April 2022, the New 
York Times reported that 
Biden “confided to his inner 
circle” his belief that Trump 
“should be prosecuted.” The 

paper added that while Biden “has never communi-
cated his frustrations directly to Mr. Garland, he has 
said privately that he wanted Mr. Garland to act less 
like a ponderous judge and more like a prosecutor.”

Garland knows the president wants him to get 
Trump sooner rather than later. Garland’s pick for 
special counsel, Jack Smith, who first wanted to put 
Trump on trial in January, is now racing to start a trial 
by summer. Anything to get the job done by Elec-
tion Day. Maybe Smith will succeed, and maybe he 
won’t. But the lawfare campaign is a heavy burden 
on Trump every day.

© 2024 BYRON YORK
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Today is Friday, March 22, the 

82nd day of 2024. There are 284 days 
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On 
March 22, 2019, former President 
Jimmy Carter became the longest-
living chief executive in American 
history; at 94 years and 172 days, he 
exceeded the lifespan of the late for-
mer President George H.W. Bush.

On this date:
In 1765, the British Parliament 

passed the Stamp Act to raise money 
from the American colonies, which 
fiercely resisted the tax. (The Stamp 
Act was repealed a year later.)

In 1882, President Chester A. 

Arthur signed a measure outlawing 
polygamy.

In 1894, hockey’s first Stanley 
Cup championship game was played; 
home team Montreal Hockey Club 
defeated Ottawa Hockey Club, 3-1.

In 1941, the Grand Coulee hydro-
electric dam in Washington state offi-
cially went into operation.

In 1963, The Beatles’ debut album, 
“Please Please Me,” was released in 
the United Kingdom by Parlophone.

In 1978, Karl Wallenda, the 
73-year-old patriarch of “The Fly-
ing Wallendas” high-wire act, fell to 
his death while attempting to walk a 
cable strung between two hotel towers 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

In 1988, both houses of Congress 
overrode President Ronald Reagan’s 
veto of the Civil Rights Restoration 
Act.

In 1993, Intel Corp. unveiled the 
original Pentium computer chip.

In 1997, Tara Lipinski, at age 14 
years and 10 months, became the 
youngest ladies’ world figure skating 
champion in Lausanne, Switzerland.

In 2010, Google Inc. stopped cen-
soring the internet for China by shift-
ing its search engine off the mainland 
to Hong Kong.

In 2012, coroner’s officials ruled 
singer Whitney Houston died by 
drowning, but that heart disease and 
cocaine use were contributing factors.
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Tardy thank-you notes
Dear Annie: My daughter received 

some lovely gifts for her quinceanera 
(an important milestone in Mexican 
and Latin American cultures that cel-
ebrates a girl’s 15th birthday). Unfor-
tunately, there were a few without 
cards or tags. I am not sure if the card 
became accidentally separated from 
the gift, or if there was no card or tag 
in the first place.

My daughter is writing thank you 
cards to everyone who helped put this 
event together or gave her a gift. I hate 
to think about just a few people going 
unthanked — but we don’t know who 
gave the gifts. Any ideas other than 
asking those in attendance who we 
didn’t get a gift from (for sure) if they 
gave it? — Unsure Parent

Dear Unsure: Congratulations on 
your daughter’s quinceanera, and 
kudos for making sure every gift-giv-
er gets a thank you! One option is to 
reach out casually to close friends and 
family members and ask if anyone has 
insight as to who bought your daugh-
ter what gift. (Make sure you only ask 
those whose gifts are already account-
ed for.) You could also make a social 
media post or a group message with 
a photo of the gift(s) and a heartfelt 
message like: “My daughter received 
this beautiful gift for her quincean-
era, but it’s missing a tag! If this gift is 
from you, please reach out so that she 
can properly thank you.” If anything, 
going to such great lengths to thank 
the gift-giver will make the “thank 
you” even more special. 

Dear Annie: My high school sweet-
heart and husband of 30-plus years 
passed away suddenly from COVID 
at the beginning of the pandemic. He 
was 57 years old, athletic and died 
within two weeks of testing positive. 
It was a huge shock to our three teen-
age/young adult children. Hundreds 
of friends and family attended his 

wake and funeral, 
and a memo-
rial scholarship 
fund raised over 
$50,000.

I purchased 
p e r s o n a l i z e d 
thank you cards 
but haven’t sent 
them out. His 
passing will be 
two years this 
spring. Is it too 
late to send out 
the cards? Should I write anything 
additional to explain the delay? — 
Still Heartbroken

Dear Still Heartbroken: I’m so 
sorry for your loss. Losing a partner 
is always difficult, but especially so 
suddenly and during the pandemic 
must have been even more devastat-
ing. It is beautiful to read just how 
many people and lives your husband 
touched — he was clearly a very spe-
cial person.

In the wake of such a significant 
loss, it’s completely valid to feel over-
whelmed, but it’s never too late to con-
vey your appreciation and gratitude to 
your loved ones for their support. Per-
haps include a small acknowledge-
ment of the delay or a thank you for 
their patience in your note. I am sure 
they will be more than understanding 
about why it took so long.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
< Movie Creflo 

Dollar 
Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Jewish 
Jesus 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Truths 
That 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

NCAA Men's First Round: Teams TBA College basketball teams 
vie for the national championship. (L) (N) 

NCAA Men's First Round: Teams TBA College basketball teams 
vie for the national championship. (L) (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) 
Colbert (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii Five-0 
"Nalowale" 

Hawaii Five-0 
"Ko'olauloa" 

Bull "Split Hairs" Bull "Prior Bad Acts" Bull "Leave It All 
Behind" 

Bull "Security Fraud" Bull "Forfeiture" Bull "Parental 
Guidance" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Shark Tank 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive 
newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. (N)

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Password Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Mod Fam 
"Grab It" 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Penn & Teller: Fool Us Animals 

(N) 
Funny Kids
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy
"PTV" 

Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
My Grandparents' War 
"Mark Rylance" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 (N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

< Menus-plaisirs: les Troisgros (2023, Documentary) (P)

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
My Grandparents' War 
"Mark Rylance" 

Context Cardinal 
Compass 

PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

< Menus-plaisirs: les Troisgros (2023, Documentary) (P)

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Always" Castle "After the Storm" Castle "Cloudy With a 

Chance of Murder" 
< Trapped in the Cabin (2023, Thriller) David 
Lewis, Travis Burns, Tiffany Smith. 

(:05) < Trapped in the Farmhouse (2023, Thriller)
Gabriel Pranter, Tryphena Wade, Jenna Michno. 

< Trapped in the Cabin 
(‘23) Tiffany Smith. 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) < Spies in Disguise <+++ Encanto (‘21) Stephanie Beatriz. <+++ Frozen (‘13) Kristen Bell. <+++ Frozen II (‘19) Kristen Bell. < Spies in Disguise 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<++ The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift (2006, Action)
Zachery Ty Bryan, Bow Wow, Lucas Black. 

<++ Fast & Furious (2009, Action) Paul Walker, 
Michelle Rodriguez, Vin Diesel. 

<++ Fast & Furious 6 (2013, Action) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin 
Diesel. (P) 

<
Photograph 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Anchorman: The Legend of Ron 
Burgundy (‘04) Christina Applegate, Will Ferrell. 

<++ Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky 
Bobby (‘06) John C. Reilly, Will Ferrell. 

< Anchorman: Legend 
of Ron Burgundy 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(4:00) NCAA Women First 
Round: Teams TBA (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter Men's College Wrestling NCAA Championship: Semifinals From T-Mobile 
Center in Kansas City, Mo. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 (3:30) NCAA.. NCAA Women First Round: Teams TBA (L) (N) NCAA Women First Round: Teams TBA (L) (N) NCAA Women First Round: Teams TBA (L) (N) UFC Live Unleash Bad Blood 

FSMW  33  418 671 
World Poker Tour: 
Season 20 

Unbeat-
able 

MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Miami Marlins From Roger Dean Stadium 
in Jupiter, Fla. (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Miami Marlins
From Roger Dean Stadium in Jupiter, Fla. 

Life Spring 
Training 

Lights Out Xtreme 
Fighting LXF 14 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Chicago Fire "I Held Her 
Hand" 

Chicago Fire "That 
Day" 

McBee "100 Million-
Dollar Love Triangle" 

Figure Skating World Championships: Women 
Free Skate From the Bell Centre in Montreal. (N) 

<++ The Hitman's Bodyguard (2017, Action) Samuel L. 
Jackson, Gary Oldman, Ryan Reynolds. 

< Hitman's 
Wife's Bo... 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Gold Rush WW "A 
Tragic Beginning" 

Gold Rush WW "Gold 
Out of the Gate" 

Gold Rush "Southern 
Quest" 

Gold Rush WW "A 
Dying Wish" (N) 

America's Backyard 
Gold (N) 

Gold Rush-Res.
"Freddy's Gamble" 

Gold Rush-Res. "The 
Gold Wizard" 

Gold Rush: White 
Water "A Dying Wish" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Love in Paradise Love in Paradise Love in Paradise 90 Day Fiancé: Happily Ever After? (N) 90 Day (N) 90 Day "Tell All Part 1" 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained "Serial 
Killer Creatures" 

UnXplained "Mysteries 
of the Vikings" 

The UnXplained
"Bizarre Rituals" 

The UnXplained
"Monsters Among Us" 

The UnXplained "Signs 
of Alien Life" (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is Out 
There (N) 

(:05) The UnXplained (:05) The UnXplained 
"Signs of Alien Life" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 "M.I.A." The First 48 First 48 "The Dark Trail" (:05) The First 48 (:05) First 48 "M.I.A." 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Under the 
Autumn Moon 

< Winter in Vail (2020, Drama) Tyler Hynes, Marla 
Renae, Lacey Chabert. 

< An Unexpected Christmas (2021, Romance)
Tyler Hynes, Alison Wandzura, Bethany Joy Lenz. 

< A Biltmore Christmas (2023, Romance)
Kristoffer Polaha, Robert Picardo, Bethany Joy Lenz.

< A Scottish Love 
Scheme Erica Durance. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:30) <++ Van Helsing 
(‘04) Hugh Jackman. 

<+++ The Hunger Games (2012, Sci-Fi) Josh Hutcherson, Liam 
Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

<+++ The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (2013, Sci-Fi) Josh Hutcherson,
Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

Resident Alien "Bye 
Bye Birdie" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 (4:30) NCAA Men's First Round: Teams TBA (L) (N) (:15) NCAA Men's First Round: Teams TBA (L) (N) (:45) NCAA Men's First Round: Teams TBA (L) (N) Movie 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:00) NCAA Men's First Round: Teams 
TBA (L) (N) 

(:45) NCAA Men's First Round: Teams TBA College basketball 
teams vie for the national championship. (L) (N) 

(:15) NCAA Men's First Round: Teams TBA College basketball 
teams vie for the national championship. (L) (N) 

(:45) To Be Announced (:45) < 
Hobbit: B... 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:30) <++ 
Ghostbusters II 

<+++ Iron Man (2008, Action) Terrence Howard, Gwyneth Paltrow, Robert 
Downey Jr.. 

<++ Iron Man 2 (2010, Action) Gwyneth Paltrow, Don Cheadle, Robert 
Downey Jr.. 

<++ Divergent (‘14) 
Shailene Woodley. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
NASCAR 
Hub (L) (N) 

NASCAR Xfinity Racing Series
Focused Health 250, Qualifying (L) (N)

I Am Kevin Harvick College Baseball West Virginia at Oklahoma All the action from college 
baseball. (L) (N) 

PokerStars PCA 2023 
Main Event - Part 5 (N) 

TMZ 
Sports 

TMZ 
Sports 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Law "Hands Free" Law "Evil Breeds" Law "Nowhere Man" Mama June Mama June (N) Mama June Mama June Mama June

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Movie <+++ Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (‘07) Daniel Radcliffe. <+++ Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince (‘09) Rupert Grint, Daniel Radcliffe. < Fantastic Beasts & W... 
NICK  68  170 299 Movie (:45) <++ Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 2 Bill Hader. <++ Hotel Transylvania 2 (‘15) Adam Sandler. Friends Friends Friends Friends "The Last One" Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Hamster & Hamster & Big City Big City <+++ Tangled (‘10) Mandy Moore. (:45) Marvel's (:10) Marvel's (:35) Big City Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy The 700 Club The 

Simpsons 
The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:25) <++ Meg 2: The 
Trench Jason Statham. 

(:20) Ramy Youssef: 
Feelings 

(:20) Curb Your 
Enthusiasm 

(:05) <++ Scream 4 (2011, Horror) Courteney Cox,
David Arquette, Neve Campbell. 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (L) (N) 

The Regime Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

MAX  325  310 515 
(3:55) <++ XXX (‘02) 
Asia Argento, Vin Diesel. 

<++ Paycheck (2003, Sci-Fi) Aaron Eckhart, Uma 
Thurman, Ben Affleck. 

<++ Vacation (‘15) Christina 
Applegate, Skyler Gisondo, Ed Helms. 

(:40) <++ Observe and Report (‘09)
Ray Liotta, Michael Peña, Seth Rogen. 

(:05) <++ Yes Man (‘08) Zooey 
Deschanel, Jim Carrey. 

(:50) < Body 
of Lies 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:30) <+++ The Drop (‘14) Noomi 
Rapace, James Gandolfini, Tom Hardy. 

(:25) <+++ You Hurt My Feelings
(‘23) Julia Louis-Dreyfus. 

<+++ Past Lives (2023, Romance) Teo Yoo, John 
Magaro, Greta Lee. 

<++ What Happens Later (‘23)
David Duchovny, Meg Ryan. 

(:45) <++ This Is Where I Leave 
You (‘14) Tina Fey, Jason Bateman. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:35) < Time Now (‘21) 
Claudia Black. 

(:05) < Organ Trail (2023, Horror) Nicholas Logan,
Olivia Grace Applegate, Zoé De Grand Maison. 

<+++ Minority Report (2002, Sci-Fi) Colin Farrell, Samantha 
Morton, Tom Cruise. (P) 

<+++ Everything Everywhere All at Once (‘22, 
Com) Stephanie Hsu, Ke Huy Quan, Michelle Yeoh. 

(:50) < 
Paradise ... 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I under-
stand who God is, and 
who Jesus the Son of God 
is, but I have a hard time 
comprehending the Holy 
Spirit. – T.T.

Answer: Reverence 
for the Trinity is at the 
heart of the Christian 
faith. “For there are three 
that bear witness in heav-
en; the Father, the Word 
[Jesus], and the Holy 
Spirit; and these three are 
one” (1 John 5:7, NKJV). 
The Holy Spirit is not 
a thing and Scripture 
severely warns against 
mocking (blaspheming) 
the Holy Spirit (see Mat-
thew 12:31).

There’s a story of a 
young boy who asked 
his father, “How can I 

believe in the Holy 
Spirit when I have never 
seen Him?” His father, 
an electrician, took the 
boy to a power plant and 
showed him the gen-
erators. “This is where 
the power comes from 
to heat our stove and to 
give us light. We can’t 
see the power, but it’s in 
that machine and in the 
power lines.” Then he 
asked his son, “Do you 
believe in electricity?”

As the boy thought 
about it, his father 
explained that everyone 
believes in electricity 
because they see what it 
can do. Likewise, though 
we cannot see the Holy 
Spirit, believers in Christ 
know the results of His 
power in their lives. Sur-

rendering our lives to the 
Lord Jesus opens up the 
power source.

The Bible is very clear 
that the Holy Spirit is 
God Himself. When we 
yearn for God and desire 
His truth, we’re experi-
encing the evidence of 
the Holy Spirit. A life 
touched by God’s Spirit 
will run after sin no lon-
ger. It is never a question 
of how much we have the 
Spirit, but how much He 
has of us.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

Marion Wells
Service Consultant

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

WALKWAY
AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

INDICATOR 
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

HIDAY CHRYSLER

*OHTSU, Kelly, Laufenn, Uniroyal, Toyo medium truck, Mickey Thompson specialty, truck, street & drag tires are excluded. Not compatible with the 
Tire Price Match Guarantee. See Service Advisor for details on separate Michelin® & BFGoodrich® promotional o� ers. O� er valid 3/1/2024-4/30/2024

By RYAN WALKER
Southern Wells had a tough season on 

the diamond last year, finishing with a 5-20 
record and 0-6 in the ACAC.

This year, head coach Jason Riley said 
he’s feeling positive for the season with 
some of the team’s youth, experience and 
attitude in the early season practices.

“I think the biggest strength we have is 
how (the team) holds each other account-
able and push each other to get better,” 
Riley said. “Our goal is always to improve 
each and everyday. There is no I in team but 
their is a I in win. So I have them ask them-
selves this. We play as a team but how do 
I help us win? I want them to find the I to 
help us win games.”

Four impact players on the Raiders’ squad 
last year have graduated, leaving this year’s 
team with no seniors on the roster. 

Of those graduates, the team will need to 
replace its only member on the all-ACAC 
team from a year ago, Jadyn Yencer. The 
speedy outfielder hit .371 with a team-high 
22 stolen bases and 22 runs. She also had a 
perfect fielding percentage.

Hailey Duncan, Raigen Tarr and Kay-
leigh Jones will be other bats in the lineup 
needed to fill up with, along with junior 
Brittany Costello, who will not be return-
ing to the team this year after hitting a team-
high .382 average.

“Last year, our seniors were true servant 
leaders and will be missed on and off the 
field,” Riley said.

Every team goes through its hardships in 
the cycling out of players, but Riley is opti-
misitc about his Raiders.

It starts with a freshmen duo that did 
more than enough to prove their worth in 
their first high school seasons last year.

Kyah Thomas and Emma Parks, now 
sophomores, were crucial at the dish and on 
the bump last season. The two were the top 
innings eaters, hurling 40-plus innings and 
15 starts between them.

Parks showed out with a stellar 3.32 ERA 
and Thomas a 5.86 but threw 31 strikeouts.

Riley says that freshmen Kaylea Cof-
fel and sophomore Maddy Sutton will also 
get the majority of the innings this season 
behind Thomas, while Gracie Reeves and 
Remi Holmes are candidates to help out too.

Parks and Thomas will help carry the 
offense as well, bringing back two of the top 
hitters from last year’s lineup.

Parks was second on the team with 23 
hits (.324 average) and drove in a team best 
23 runs with 10 extra-base hits. Thomas hit 
.292 with nine RBI.

Collena Reeves will also be a top piece 
in the middle of the lineup slashing a .348 
average and six extra-base knocks. Riley 
also shouted out Morgan Jones, Kenzie Pax-
son and Gracie Reeves with varsity experi-
ence and had solid seasons a year ago.

When asked about the team’s outlook 
this year, Riley talked about his two juniors 
Collena Reeves and Paxson, as having over 
50 games of varsity experience, and many 
other underclassmen who have had varsity 
games under their belt that makes a strong, 
depthy rotation of athletes on the team.

Southern Wells will take all the wisdom 
it can get in a tough ACAC. Four teams 
finished with a 4-2 record or better in the 
conference: Woodlan (5-1) followed by 4-2 
records by Heritage, South Adams and Jay 
County. South Adams was also solid despite 
a 3-3 conference record, finishing 19-10.

ryan@news-banner.com

By RYAN WALKER
Southern Wells had a rough go-around 

on the baseball diamond last year, and will 
lose significant pieces to the team this year.

The Raiders finished 5-18 on the sea-
son, falling to a top-ranked Wes-Del squad 
in the opening round of the sectional tour-
nament.

This will be year No. 2 for head coach 
Evan Huffman, leading his alma mater, and 
will have some adjustments to make on the 
field with recent graduates.

The first were his top two pitchers, Cody 
Perdue and Kedrik Sonnigsen. Perdue more 
than doubled Sonnigsen in innings pitched 
for the top spot, tossing 55.2 innings of 
work, while Sonnigsen finished second with 
23 innings.

Sonnigsen will be missed most with his 
bat, hitting .339 with six extra base hits. He 
tied with fellow graduate Jenson Nusbaum-
er as the team’s batting champion.

The graduating class wasn’t large, but 
more significant for what the players offered. 
The team will be also losing junior Bryar 
Gearheart, who would have been a leading 

candidate in the dugout with his hitting ability.
For returners, the Raiders will bring back 

eight players with 20 or more at-bats. The 
top returners are Carson Smith and Wyatt 
Yoder.

Smith, who leads all returners with a .238 
batting average, scored the second most 
runs for the Raiders and drove in six. Smith 
can play the outfield and third base, and will 
get time on the mound.

Yoder is the only other player to hit over 
.200 for Southern Wells that returns this 
rear. He drove in five runs and hit .225 and 
will play in the outfield and pitch.

Other starters in the field will include 
Case Boxell, Caleb Johnson, Rugar Holmes, 
Trey Slusher, Peyton Miner and Sebastian 
Couch.

Smith and Yoder are also the top return-
ers on the mound in terms of innings 
pitched. Smith finished the season with 15 
innings of work, and Smith 7.1.

Another name to watch out for was 
Holmes, who threw 5.1 innings and com-
piled a 2.62 ERA.

ryan@news-banner.com

Bluffton’s Eli Garrett signed his 
national letter of intent to play baseball at 
the college level for Indiana Tech Thurs-
day morning.

The Tigers’ senior middle infielder 
and pitcher will be joining a Warriors 
squad in the NAIA and WHAC Confer-
ence that just wrapped up a 33-17 2023 
campaign.

Garrett has spent his entire high 
school baseball career on varsity and 
has hit over .300 in all three seasons. 
His career batting average is now up to 
.326, scoring 54 runs and driving in 28, 
according to MaxPreps.

He’s also made an impact elsewhere, 
swiping 30 bags in his three seasons, and 
has nearly 52 innings under his belt on 
the mound.

Last season, Garrett missed six games 

due to a lower-body injury, but still man-
aged a .327 average with nine RBI and 
still managed a career-high 12 stolen 
bases.

He helped the Tigers finish 18-7, the 
best in his three years, and is looking to 
help improve that this season.

Indiana Tech has been a known pro-
gram throughout the NAIA as a winning 
program and a threat to win the WHAC. 
The Warriors have had 17 straight win-
ning seasons, 16 of them under head 
coach Kip McWilliams.

McWilliams has led the team to five 
WHAC championships ans 12 NAIA 
Opening Round playoff appearances 
and an NAIA World Series berth in 
2019.

Bluffton’s scheduled to open its base-
ball season on April 4 at Blackford.

Bluffton’s Garrett signs with 
Indiana Tech for baseball

Bluffton senior Eli Garrett (front row, third from left) signs his letter of intent with Indiana 
Tech at Bluffton High School Thursday morning. His family in the front row along with 
Bluffton coaches and staff members pose with Garrett. (Photo provided)

FRIDAY, MARCH 22
No events scheduled.
SATURDAY, MARCH 23
No events scheduled.
MONDAY, MARCH 25
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 26
No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27
No events scheduled.

THURSDAY, MARCH 28
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 29
BASEBALL: Norwell vs. Evansvil le 

Central at Edgewood High School, 7:30 
p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
BASEBALL: Norwell vs. Edgewood, 10 

a.m.; Norwell vs. Brownstown Central at 
Edgewood high School, 5:30 p.m.

High School Calendar

Raiders’ softball team looks 
to bounce back in 2024

Sophomore pitcher Kyah Thomas fires a pitch 
during her freshman season. She will help 
lead a young, but more experienced Southern 
Wells softball team this year. (News-Banner 
file photo)

Southern Wells head baseball coach Evan Huffman (left) gives a fist bump to Case Boxell at 
third base. (News-Banner file photo)

Coach Huffman to reload his roster 
in his second year with the Raiders

By MARK LONG 
AP Sports Writer

Ryan Blaney has won the 
pole for Sunday’s NASCAR 
race at Bristol Motor Speed-
way.

The reigning Cup Series 
champion covered the 0.533-
mile concrete track in Bristol, 
Tennessee, in 15.356 seconds 
on Saturday. He edged Josh 
Berry for the No. 1 spot and 
will lead the field to the green 
flag in the Food City 500.

It was Blaney’s 10th career 
pole in 11 seasons and his first 
since the spring race at Rich-
mond Raceway in 2022.

“I think the track kind of 
caught everybody by surprise, 
honestly,” Blaney said. “The 
(lap) time fall off, the grip loss 
behind the wheel was incred-
ible, huge. It was who cannot 
mess up a lap and still put a 
decent time down.

“It was fun. It was fun 
working through it. I wish I 
could even do it over again to 
try to make our car even better 
because I think there was still 
some more out there.”

NASCAR returned Bristol 
to normal for the first time in 
four years for the spring race. 
The famed short track added 
red clay each of the last three 
years. Reviews were mixed, 
and as the novelty wore off, 

sub-par racing inside the 
bullring overshadowed any 
excitement that came with the 
series running on dirt for the 
first time since 1970.

In an effort to improve the 
racing and make sure the track 
has several equal lanes, workers 
put down a resin-based traction 
compound through the turns 
near the inside portion of the 
oval. It seemed far from perfect.

“I think someone pee-
peed in the Goodyear rubber 
mixture, I’m not really sure,” 
driver Denny Hamlin said. 
“It’s definitely really different. 
It’s kind of enjoyable ‘cause 
everyone’s so out in left field 
right now.

“It’s certainly different to 
be the same tire (from 2023). 
I’m not really sure (about) the 
mixture of the resin and the 
tire. It’s throwing all of us for 
a loop in the short term.”

Blaney made the best of it 
in his No. 12 Ford for Team 
Penske. Berry was second in 
qualifying in another Ford for 
Stewart Haas Racing.

Hamlin was third in a Toy-
ota, followed by Joey Logano 
and Chase Elliott. Chase Bris-
coe, Michael McDowell, Wil-
liam Byron, Bubba Wallace 
and Kyle Larson rounded out 
the top 10 in the final qualify-
ing session.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner

Reigning NASCAR 
champ Ryan Blaney 
wins pole Bristol race



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West
Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to
prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Lottery Numbers

Public Notice
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 06-22-23-25-

34
Cash4Life — 08-11-25 

49-56, Cash Ball: 4
Quick Draw Midday — 

04-09-17-28-29-31-35-40-
46-49-53-55-59-60-62-70-
73-78-79-80, BE: 17

Daily Three-Midday — 
07-01-06, SB: 08

Daily Three-Evening — 
00-09-07, SB: 06

Daily Four-Midday — 
07-08-08-02, SB: 08

Daily Four-Evening — 
09-02-04-02, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening 
— 04-09-17-28-29-31-35-
40-46-49-53-55-59-60-62-
70-73-78-79-80, BE: 17

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $7.3 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $977 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $750 million

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 

ESTATE AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE
OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of 
a decree to me directed from the 
Clerk of Wells Superior Court of 
Wells County, Indiana, in Cause 
No.: 90C01-2308-MF-000016, 
wherein PennyMac Loan Services, 
LLC, was Plaintiff, and Nathan T. 
Nusbaumer, Nichole S. Nusbaum-
er, was/were Defendant(s), requir-
ing me to make the sum as provid-
ed for in said Decree with interest 
and cost, I will expose at public 
sale to the highest bidder, on the 
10th day of April, 2024, at the hour 
of 1:00PM or as soon thereafter 
as is possible, at 1525 E. Corning 
Road, Bluffton, IN 46714, the fee 
simple of the whole body of Real 
Estate in Wells County, Indiana.

 Lot Numbered Six (6) as 
known and designated on the 
recorded plat of Sunnyglenn 
Estates, an addition to the City of 
Bluffton, reference being had to 
Plat Book 4, page 43, Wells Coun-
ty, Indiana Records.

 More Commonly Known As:  
228 Columbian Avenue, Bluffton, 
IN 46714

 90-08-05-512-006.000-004
Together with rents, issues, 

income, and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws.

Jennifer L. Snook 
MARINOSCI LAW GROUP, P.C.
455 West Lincolnway, Ste. B,
Valparaiso, IN  46385
Telephone: (219) 386-4700

 Sheriff of Wells County
 City of Bluffton
 228 Columbian Avenue,
 Bluffton, IN 46714
 Street Address
 The Sheriff’s Department 
 does not warrant the
 accuracy of the street
 address published herein

Type of Service: Personal
SERVICE DIRECTED TO:
Nathan T. Nusbaumer 
228 Columbian Avenue
Bluffton, IN 46714

Nichole Nusbaumer 
228 Columbian Avenue
Bluffton, IN 46714

NOTICE: MARINOSCI LAW 
GROUP, P.C. IS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR. THIS IS AN ATTEMPT 
TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

nb 3/8, 3/15, 3/22
hspaxlp

MARCH 23 - 10 a.m. - Various owners represented. Location: 
Farmers Grain & Ag LLC, 1257 St. Rd. 33, Willshire, OH. Trac-
tors, combines, heads & carts, harvest equip., Grain carts, wag-
ons, trucks, trailers, pickups, construction, manure equipment, 
livestock equipment, hay equipment, planters, no-till drills, spray-
ers, NH3 bars, farm related, miscellaneous, mowers & ATVs, 
toys, native lumber. Questions, call: Farmers Grain & Ag, LLC, 
419-495-2338. Auction managers: Ritter Cox, 800-451-2709, 
260-609-3306 & Tim Kreider, 260-413-8008. Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 260-244-7606, 800-451-2709, 
SchraderAuction.com.
MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of San-
dra McCay and others, seller. 2007 Dodge Caliber SXT sedan, 
1999 Ford F250 with dump bed, 2013 12’ utility trailer, primitives, 
Turn of the Century cast iron riding horse, quilts, large qty. of 
crocks, antique furniture, Fenton, Carnival and other glassware. 
Preview: March 28 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 816 S. 11th Street, 
Decatur, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING ENDS MARCH 25 - (Online Only Auction) - Various 
consignors, seller. Antiques, primitives, Lionel trains and train 
items, modern furniture, vintage advertising, household items, 
patio furniture. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING APRIL 4 STARTING AT 6 p.m. 
EST - Joann Groves, Anita Miller & Veda Ewart POA, owner. 
6 p.m.: 2,132 sf, 4 bedroom, 1 bath, partial basement, 2-car 
attached garage, sitting on .4 acre city lot, South Adams Commu-
nity School, Wabash Township, Adams County. 6:30 p.m.: Furni-
ture, household items, cast iron pans, lots of collectibles, dishes, 
Zippo lighters & more! Preview March 25, 5-6 p.m., 230 High 
Street, Geneva. Pick up April 5, 1-5 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique Blue Bar and 
Grill (Formerly Stag Bar), seller. Ongoing needs. Outstanding 
collection of beer signs, neon signs, beer taps, collectibles, tools, 
much more. Preview: April 4 and April 11 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
205 W. Market St., Bluffton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., http://
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
APRIL 8-APRIL 15 - (Online Only Auction) - Fort Wayne Com-
munity Schools, seller. Excess needs of FWCS Transportation 
Department. Mechanic and shop equipment, shelving, computer 
monitors and electronics, office furniture, parts washer, air com-
pressor, much more. Preview: April 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
6006 Ardmore Ave., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 
260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 9 - 6 p.m. - Michael & Shelley Mossburg, owners. 
Wells County Chamber of Commerce, 211 Water Street, Bluffton. 
Commercial real estate & land auction. Seven tracts to be sold 
in individual tracts or any combinations. Open house March 26, 
5-6 p.m. or by appointment, 1600 W. Washington St., Bluffton. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.
APRIL 12-APRIL 19 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of 
Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Huge jewelry and coin 
auction. Seven Rolex watches, fine diamond rings, necklaces, 
earrings, 14ct, 18ct and 22ct gold jewelry, sterling silver jewelry, 
350+ Invicta luxury watches, coin collection. Auction preview: 
April 14 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. 
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 13-APRIL 20 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of 
Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Major personal property 
auction. 2008 Mercedes sedan, large quantity of high-end cam-
era equipment, professional telescope, new high end his and her 
golf clubs and accessories, huge qty. of power and hand tools, 
modern furniture, sterling silver flatware set, Smith and Wesson 
revolver, jewelers safes, much more. Auction preview: April 14 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 20 - 10 a.m. - (Live Auction) - Marc and Valerie Ham-
man, seller. 6530 S. 300 E., Hamilton, IN. Three lots adjacent to 
Hamilton Lake with 2 car 26’x28’ garage. This is the perfect prop-
erty to build a new home, extra storage and parking. The Steffen 
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

NOTICE
Notices

HAVING AN UPCOMING

event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office
at 260-824-0224 or 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN, or
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

Services

PRECISION LAND MAN-

AGEMENT

Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition
Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

Receive a free garage sale 
kit when placing a three 

day line classified ad.

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

CRAFT/GARAGE SALE AT

Country Road Primitives, 2446
E 350 N, Bluffton, Friday &
Saturday, March 22 & 23, 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Check out all the
pictures on Country Road
Primitives Bluffton, IN Face-
book page.

FOOD SERVICE We are
looking for a Food Service
personnel to join our team. If
you enjoy cooking, managing
kitchen operations, and men-
toring team members, we
want to hear from you! For
full details, visit
www.canteenservices.com

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

Help Wanted

Read & recycle

SWITCH AND SAVE up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-
965-4916 (I)
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. WE 
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers. 
Call 1-844-961-0666 (I)

BASKETBALL
High School

Boys’ Basketball State Final
1A

Bethesa Christian (23-7) vs. Fort 
Wayne Canterbury (18-9), 10:30 a.m.

2A
Brownstown Central (27-4) vs. 

Wapahani (26-2)
3A

Scottsburg (24-5) vs. South Bend St. 
Joseph (20-9), 6 p.m.

4A
Ben Davis (23-5) vs. Fishers (28-1), 

8:15 p.m.

College
Men’s Basketball Schedule

NCAA Tournament 
Thursday, Mar. 21

SOUTH
Michigan St. 69, Mississippi St. 

51
North Carolina 90, Wagner 62
Oakland 80, Kentucky 76
Oregon 87, South Carolina 73

MIDWEST
Creighton 77, Akron 60
Dayton 63, Nevada 60
Duquesne 71, BYU 67
Illinois 85, Morehead St. 69
Iowa St. 82, S. Dakota St. 65

SOUTHWEST
Texas 56, Colorado St. 44

FAR WEST
Arizona 85, Long Beach St. 65
Gonzaga 86, McNeese St. 65

Women’s Basketball Scores
Thursday, Mar. 21

EAST
Colgate 64, Albany (NY) 50
Monmouth (NJ) 68, Buffalo 58
Penn St. 84, George Mason 80, OT
Saint Joseph’s 54, Seton Hall 47
Villanova 75, VCU 60

SOUTH
Arizona 69, Auburn 59
Coll. of Charleston 78, SC-Upstate 

60
FIU 60, Stetson 47
Mississippi St. 84, Georgia Tech 47
St. John’s 79, Florida 60
Stony Brook 81, James Madison 70
Virginia 81, High Point 59

MIDWEST
Belmont 77, Ball St. 59
Butler 75, Bowling Green 63
Illinois 74, Missouri St. 69
Toledo 76, Cleveland St. 68

SOUTHWEST
Saint Louis 66, Cent. Arkansas 61

TCU 67, North Texas 58
Tulsa 80, Arkansas 62
UTSA 80, N. Colorado 62

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB

y-Boston 55 14 .797 —
New York 41 27 .603 13½
Philadelphia 38 31 .551 17
Brooklyn 26 44 .371 29½
Toronto 23 46 .333 32

Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB

Orlando 42 28 .600 —
Miami 38 31 .551 3½
Atlanta 30 38 .441 11
Charlotte 17 52 .246 24½
Washington 12 58 .171 30

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 45 25 .643 —
Cleveland 43 26 .623 1½
Indiana 39 31 .557 6
Chicago 34 36 .486 11
Detroit 12 57 .174 32½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
New Orleans 42 27 .609 —
Dallas 40 29 .580 2
Houston 34 35 .493 8
Memphis 23 47 .329 19½
San Antonio 15 54 .217 27

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB

Oklahoma City 48 20 .706 —
Denver 48 21 .696 ½
Minnesota 47 22 .681 1½
Utah 29 40 .420 19½
Portland 19 50 .275 29½

Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB

L.A. Clippers 43 25 .632 —
Sacramento 40 29 .580 3½
Phoenix 40 29 .580 3½
L.A. Lakers 37 32 .536 6½
Golden State 36 32 .529 7
y-clinched division

Wednesday’s Games
Indiana 122, Detroit 103
Miami 107, Cleveland 104
Sacramento 123, Toronto 89
Boston 122, Milwaukee 119
Oklahoma City 119, Utah 107
L.A. Clippers 116, Portland 103
Phoenix 115, Philadelphia 102
Golden State 137, Memphis 116

Thursday’s Games
Orlando 121, New Orleans 106
Washington 109, Sacramento 102
Milwaukee 115, Brooklyn 108
Houston 127, Chicago 117

Utah at Dallas, late
New York at Denver, late

Atlanta at Phoenix, lateFriday’s 
Games

Boston at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Cleveland at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Memphis at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
New Orleans at Miami, 8 p.m.
Indiana at Golden State, 10 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Portland, 10 p.m.
Philadelphia at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 

p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Brooklyn at New York, 1 p.m.
Sacramento at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Charlotte at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Boston at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Toronto at Washington, 8 p.m.
Utah at Houston, 8 p.m.
Denver at Portland, 10 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
New Orleans at Detroit, 3 p.m.
Philadelphia at L.A. Clippers, 3:30 

p.m.
Cleveland at Miami, 6 p.m.
Golden State at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Milwaukee, 7 p.m.
Indiana at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL.

Wednesday’s Games
Toronto 7, Washington 3
Dallas 5, Arizona 2
Los Angeles 6, Minnesota 0

Thursday’s Games
St. Louis 5, Ottawa 2
N.Y. Rangers 5, Boston 2
New Jersey 4, Winnipeg 1
Detroit 6, N.Y. Islanders 3
Carolina 3, Philadelphia 2, OT
Nashville 3, Florida 0
Buffalo at Edmonton, late
Chicago at Anaheim, late
Montreal at Vancouver, late
Seattle at Vegas, late
Tampa Bay at San Jose, late

Friday’s Games
Carolina at Washington, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Columbus at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Seattle at Arizona, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Boston at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Winnipeg at N.Y. Islanders, 1 p.m.
St. Louis at Minnesota, 2 p.m.
Detroit at Nashville, 5 p.m.
Edmonton at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Florida at N.Y. Rangers, 8 p.m.

Calgary at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Chicago at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.
Columbus at Vegas, 10:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Los Angeles, 10:30 

p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Winnipeg at Washington, 12:30 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Colorado, 2 p.m.
New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders, 5 p.m.
Edmonton at Ottawa, 6 p.m.
Florida at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.
Toronto at Carolina, 6 p.m.
Dallas at Arizona, 8 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Anaheim, 8:30 p.m.
Buffalo at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Montreal at Seattle, 9 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

Regular season scores
Wednesday’s Games

L.A. Dodgers 5, San Diego 2
Thursday’s Games

San Diego 15, L.A. Dodgers 11

Spring Training Glance
Wednesday’s Games

L.A. Dodgers 5, San Diego 2
Detroit 12, Minnesota 3
Atlanta 10, Toronto 9
N.Y. Mets 6, Miami 3
Oakland 3, Chicago Cubs 1
Cincinnati (ss) 3, Chicago White 

Sox 1
Texas 8, Cincinnati (ss) 1
San Francisco 5, L.A. Angels (ss) 2
Arizona 5, Colorado 1
Baltimore 13, Philadelphia 4
St. Louis 13, Washington 4
N.Y. Yankees 12, Pittsburgh 0
L.A. Angels (ss) 8, Kansas City 8

Thursday’s Games
San Diego 15, L.A. Dodgers 11
Atlanta 5, N.Y. Yankees 2
Tampa Bay 6, Philadelphia 5
Houston 9, St. Louis 1
Washington 9, Minnesota 8
N.Y. Mets 10, Detroit 5
Cleveland 8, Kansas City (ss) 5
Chicago White Sox 3, Kansas City 

(ss) 3
Chicago Cubs 5, Colorado 2
Toronto 3, Pittsburgh 2
Boston 3, Baltimore 2
Milwaukee vs San Francisco at 

Phoenix, 9:10 p.m.
Seattle vs Cincinnati at Peoria, Ariz., 

9:40 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Minnesota (ss) vs Atlanta at Fort 
Myers, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees vs N.Y. Mets at Tampa, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Philadelphia vs Detroit at Clearwater, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay vs Minnesota (ss) at Port 

Charlotte, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Toronto vs Boston at Dunedin, Fla., 

1:07 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (ss) vs Oakland 

(ss) at Phoenix, 4:05 p.m.
Cleveland vs Texas (ss) at Good-

year, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
Oakland (ss) vs Cincinnati at Mesa, 

Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
Texas (ss) vs Colorado at Surprise, 

Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (ss) vs San Francisco 

(ss) at Mesa, Ariz., 4:05 p.m., 1st game
San Francisco (ss) vs Chicago Cubs 

(ss) at Scottsdale, Ariz., 4:05 p.m., 2nd 
game

Arizona vs Seattle (ss) at Scottsdale, 
Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

L.A. Angels vs Chicago White Sox 
(ss) at Tempe, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Milwaukee (ss) vs Kansas City at 
Phoenix, 4:10 p.m.

Seattle (ss) vs Milwaukee (ss) at 
Peoria, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Baltimore vs Pittsburgh at Sarasota, 
Fla., 6:05 p.m.

Houston vs Washington at West 
Palm Beach, Fla., 6:05 p.m.

Miami vs St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla., 
6:40 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Atlanta vs Tampa Bay (ss) at North 

Port, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Detroit (ss) vs N.Y. Yankees (ss) at 

Lakeland, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (ss) vs Philadelphia at 

Tampa, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh vs Boston (ss) at Braden-

ton, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay (ss) vs Baltimore (ss) at 

Port Charlotte, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
St. Louis vs Washington (ss) at Jupi-

ter, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Toronto (ss) vs Detroit (ss) at Dune-

din, Fla., 1:07 p.m.
N.Y. Mets vs Houston at Port St 

Lucie, Fla., 1:10 p.m.
Kansas City vs Texas at Surprise, 

Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
Oakland vs L.A. Angels at Mesa, 

Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox vs Seattle at 

Phoenix, 4:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs vs Milwaukee at 

Mesa, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
Cincinnati vs Colorado at Goodyear, 

Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
San Francisco vs Arizona (ss) at 

Scottsdale, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
Arizona (ss) vs Cleveland at Scott-

sdale, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Baltimore (ss) vs Toronto (ss) at 
Sarasota, Fla., 6:05 p.m.

Boston (ss) vs Minnesota at Fort 
Myers, Fla., 6:05 p.m.

Washington (ss) vs Miami at West 
Palm Beach, Fla., 6:05 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Thursday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
DETROIT TIGERS — Reassigned 

RHP Trey Wingenter, LHP Andrew 
Vasquez, C Anthony Bemboom, INF 
Keston Hiura and OFs Bligh Madris and 
Ryan Vilade to the minor league camp.

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — Optioned RHP 

Daniel Palencia to Iowa (IL). Reas-
signed RHP Colten Brewer and LHPs 
Richard Lovelady and Thomas Pannone 
and INF David Bote to the minor league 
camp.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Reas-
signed RHPs Kyle Leahy and Wilking 
Rodriguez, Cs Nick Raposo and Wade 
Stauss and OF Matt Kopernick to the 
minor league camp.

BASKETBALL
Women’s National Basketball 

Association
INDIANA FEVER — Waived G Victo-

ria Vivians.
FOOTBALL

National Football League
DETROIT LIONS — Released CB 

Cameron Sutton.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League
COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — 

Recalled D David Jiricek from Cleveland 
(AHL).

DALLAS STARS — Returned G Mat-
thew Murray to Texas (AHL) on loan.

OTTAWA SENATORS — Recalled 
LW Angus Crookshank from Belleville 
(AHL) loan.

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — 
Returned C Jonathan Gruden and D 
Jack St. Ivany to Wilkes-Barre/Scran-
ton (AHL) on loan. Recalled D Jack St. 
Ivany from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton.

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Returned 
G Magnus Chrona to San Jose (AHL) 
on loan.

SEATTLE KRAKEN — Recalled 
D Cale Fleury from Coachella (AHL) 
loan.

ECHL
FORT WAYNE KOMETS — 

Released D Taylor Brierley. Traded F 
Matthew Wedman to Florida.

News-Banner Scoreboard
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Check out these 
websites of local 
& area companies 
and businesses.

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! 
The power of print and the Internet, working 
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.

hidaymotors.comicav.us EdwardJones.com

blu� tontire.com

Bluffton 
Tire

thomarich.com

Th oma/Rich, 
Lemler

Funeral Home
bi-countyservices.com(260)824-1253

Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

riverstonedental.net

jerry� ackinsuranceandinvestments.com

Jerry Flack
& Associates

lafontainecenter.org
A RHF Community

abovebeyondrecon.com

&ABOVE  BEYOND
Vehicle Reconditioning

stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

family dentistry

nb-digital.com
Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO

Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 
Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring

Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

myersfuneralhomes.com3riversfcu.org

lengerichmeats.com

Have a Webs ite?
Tell the World!

daniels-jewelers.net 2155 N. Main St., Bluffton
 (260)824-9643

 www.daniels-jewelers.net

kellysautocollision.com

Owners: Dustin Kelly
820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton

824-3995

JC’sGARAGE
DOOR

SALES & SERVICE

jcsgaragedoor.com

moserandsonheatingandair.com

ALL SEASON
SERVICE NEEDS
Check Out Our Air Conditioning 
or Furnace Units

219 E. Perry St. Bluff ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

thegmcfamily.com

myblu� tonsfagent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com
Erin Daugherty

260.827.0527
www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

infarmbureau.com

homecourthomecare.com

dazeys.com/blu� ton-ingenesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

mrkoolheatingandair.com

extension.purdue.edu/wells

START WITH US 
AND STOP KNOCKING ON WOOD.  

Bluffton Office | (260) 824-2234

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is Tues., Mar. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 26!

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 26!

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 26!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

Hoosier history
Fourth graders at Bluffton-Harrison Elementary School hosted a “Hoosier Hall of Fame” 
Tuesday. Students researched historical figures, including many famous Hoosiers, and 
impersonated them for students to interact with and ask questions. Dressed as Abra-
ham Lincoln above is Wesley Sills and Amelia Earhart at right is Giovanna Martinez 
(Photos provided)

By ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — A federal appeals 
court on Thursday ordered the judge 
who oversaw Boston Marathon bomber 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s trial to investigate 
the defense’s claims of juror bias and 
determine whether his death sentence 
should stand.

A three-judge panel of the Boston-
based 1st U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals did 
not throw out Tsarnaev’s death sentence. 
Defense lawyers had pushed for that while 
claiming bias by two people who sat on the 
jury that convicted him for his role in the 
bombing that killed three people and injured 
hundreds near the marathon’s finish line in 
2013.

But the appeals court found that the 
trial judge did not adequately probe Tsar-
naev’s allegations, and sent the case back 
to the judge for a new investigation. If the 
judge finds that either juror should have 
been disqualified, he should vacate Tsar-
naev’s sentence and hold a new penalty-
phase trial to determine whether Tsarnaev 
should be sentenced to death, the appeals 
court said.

“And even then, we once again empha-
size that the only question in any such pro-
ceeding will be whether Tsarnaev will face 
execution; regardless of the outcome, he 
will spend the rest of his life in prison,” it 
said.

The U.S. attorney’s office in Massa-
chusetts declined to comment Thursday. 
The Justice Department can either ask 
the full 1st Circuit to hear the matter or 
go to the U.S. Supreme Court. Lawyers 
for Tsarnaev didn’t immediately respond 
to emails seeking comment on the deci-
sion.

It’s the latest twist in the long-running 
case, which has already been argued in 
front of the U.S. Supreme Court once. The 
high court in 2022 reinstated the death 
sentence imposed on 30-year-old Tsarnaev 
after the 1st Circuit threw out the sentence 
in 2020. The circuit court found then that 
the trial judge did not sufficiently ques-
tion jurors about their exposure to exten-
sive news coverage of the bombing. The 
Supreme Court justices voted 6-3 in 2022 
when they ruled that the 1st Circuit’s deci-
sion was wrong.

The 1st Circuit took another look at the 
case after Tsarnaev’s lawyers urged it to 
examine issues the Supreme Court didn’t 
consider. Among them was whether the trial 
judge wrongly forced the trial to be held in 
Boston and wrongly denied defense chal-
lenges to seating two jurors they say lied 
during questioning.

Despite a moratorium on federal execu-
tions imposed by Attorney General Merrick 
Garland, the Justice Department has contin-
ued to push to uphold the death sentence in 
Tsarnaev’s case. The moratorium came after 
former President Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration put to death 13 inmates in its final six 
months.

Oral arguments before the three-judge 1st 
Circuit panel more than a year ago focused 

on two jurors Tsarnaev’s lawyers say were 
dishonest during the lengthy jury selection 
process.

One of them said she had not commented 
about the case online, but she had retweeted 
a post calling Tsarnaev a “piece of garbage.” 
Another juror said none of his Facebook 
friends had commented on the trial, even 
though one had urged him to “play the part” 
so he could get on the jury and send Tsar-
naev to “jail where he will be taken care of,” 
defense attorneys say. Tsarnaev’s lawyers 
raised those concerns during jury selection, 
but say the judge chose not to look into 
them further.

William Glaser, a Justice Department 
lawyer, acknowledged during oral argu-
ments before the 1st Circuit appeals court 
that the jurors made inaccurate state-
ments, but said other disclosures suggest-
ed they misremembered rather than lied. 
He argued that the trial judge did nothing 
wrong.

The appeals court said there are potential-
ly “innocuous” explanations for the jurors’ 
conduct, like they forgot about their social 
media posts or misunderstood the judge’s 
questions. But the trial judge’s “error was 
in failing to conduct an inquiry sufficient to 
rule out the more pernicious explanations,” 
the appeals court said.

The appeals court panel voted 2-1 in 
favor of sending the case back down for 
more investigation into the jurors. Those 
who supported the idea were Judges Wil-
liam Kayatta Jr. and O. Rogeriee Thompson, 
who were both nominated to the court by 
President Barack Obama.

Judge Jeffrey Howard, who was nomi-
nated by George W. Bush, dissented, writ-
ing that there was “ample basis for the dis-
trict court to arrive at the judgment that the 
two jurors in question were not improperly 
biased.”

Tsarnaev’s guilt in the deaths of Ling-
zi Lu, a 23-year-old Boston University 
graduate student from China; Krystle 
Campbell, a 29-year-old restaurant man-
ager from Medford, Massachusetts; 
and 8-year-old Martin Richard, of Bos-
ton, was not at issue in the appeal, only 
whether he should be put to death or 
imprisoned for life.

Defense lawyers argued that Tsarnaev 
had fallen under the influence of his older 
brother, Tamerlan, who died in a gun battle 
with police a few days after the April 15, 
2013, bombing.

Tsarnaev was convicted of all 30 charg-
es against him, including conspiracy and 
use of a weapon of mass destruction and 
the killing of Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology Police Officer Sean Collier 
during the Tsarnaev brothers’ getaway 
attempt.

Prosecutors told jurors that the men car-
ried out the attack to punish the United 
States for its wars in Muslim countries. In 
the boat where Tsarnaev was found hiding, 
he had scrawled a confession that referred 
to the wars and wrote, among other things, 
“Stop killing our innocent people and we 
will stop.”

Appeals court orders judge to 
probe claims of juror bias in 
Boston Marathon bomber’s case




