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The eclipse will be cool. Here’s what you need to know

By MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer

The sun is about to pull anoth-
er disappearing act across North
America, turning day into night
during a total solar eclipse.

The peak spectacle on April 8
will last up to 4 minutes, 28 sec-
onds in the path of total darkness
— twice as long as the total solar
eclipse that dimmed U.S. skies in
2017.

This eclipse will take a different
and more populated route, enter-
ing over Mexico’s Pacific coast,
dashing up through Texas and
Oklahoma, and crisscrossing the
Midwest, mid-Atlantic and New
England, before exiting over east-
ern Canada into the Atlantic.

An estimated 44 million people
live inside the 115-mile-wide path
of totality stretching from Maza-
tlan, Mexico to Newfoundland;

about 32 million of them are in the
U.S., guaranteeing jammed roads
for the must-see celestial sensa-
tion.

The eclipse will allow many to
share in the “wonder of the uni-
verse without going very far,” said
NASA’s eclipse program manager
Kelly Korreck.

Here’s what to know about
April’s extravaganza and how to
prepare:

* What happens during the
total solar eclipse?

The moon will line up per-
fectly between the Earth and the
sun, blotting out the sunlight. It
will slice a diagonal line from the
southwest to the northeast across
North America, briefly plunging
communities along the track into
darkness.

Fifteen U.S. states will get a
piece of the action, albeit two of

A high school and family reunion

Sunday afternoon’s open house to honor 1964 Liberty Center High School grad Dick Harris, who
will be inducted into the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame later this week, brought together old team-
mates, former students, and plenty of the Harris family. At right, Harris visits with Jerry Arnold who
was the student manager of the 1964 Liberty Center team that won their sectional and then lost to
Swayzee in the record-setting 9-overtime regional semi-final. Below, Dick Harris is surrounded by a
number of family members: from left, Bruce and (sister) Patty (Harris) Thornburg of Michigan; brother
Don Harris, now living in Virginia; sister Cindy (Harris) Morphett of Fort Wayne; Don’s wife Marilyn;
double-cousin Mike Harris of rural Bluffton; and Dick’s wife Donna. The induction ceremony is slated
to be held Wednesday evening in Indianapolis. (Photos by Mark Miller)

Netanyahu takes
issue with growing
U.S. criticism about
his Gaza actions

By TIA GOLDENBERG
and RAVI NESSMAN
Associated Press
TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu railed Sunday against
growing criticism from top ally the United States
against his leadership amid the devastating war
with Hamas, describing calls for a new election as

“wholly inappropriate.”

In recent days, U.S. Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, the highest-ranking Jewish official
in the country and a strong Israel supporter, called
on Israel to hold a new election, saying Netanyahu
President Joe Biden expressed
good speech,” and earlier
accused Netanyahu of hurting Israel because of the

had “lost his way.”
support for Schumer’s

9, 66

huge civilian death toll in Gaza.

Netanyahu told Fox News that Israel never
would have called for a new U.S. election after the
Sept. 11 attacks in 2001, and denounced Schumer’s

comments as inappropriate.

“We’re not a banana republic,” he said. “The
people of Israel will choose when they will have

(Continued on Page 2)

Easter Egg hunt

First Reformed Church
held a community Easter
Egg Hunt on Saturday.
Parents and kids age 2-11
were invited to enjoy a hot
dog lunch and an easter
egg hunt, along with a
story of the Resurrection
of Jesus. Above, McKenna
Moore picks out her prize
while Elijah Morse (right)
counts up the eggs he’s
found. (Photos by Jon

Snyder)

them — Tennessee and Michigan
— just barely.

Among the cities smack dab
in the action: Dallas; Little Rock,
Arkansas; Indianapolis, Cleve-
land; Buffalo, New York; and
Montreal — making for the conti-
nent’s biggest eclipse crowd.

Don’t fret if you don’t have
front-row seats. Practically every-
one on the continent can catch

(Continued on Page 2)

First flight
carries U.S.
citizens out
of Haiti

MIAMI (AP) — A charter
flight carrying dozens of U.S.
citizens fleeing spiraling gang
violence in Haiti landed Sunday
in Miami, U.S. State Department
officials said.

More than 30 U.S. citizens
were on the government-chartered
flight, officials said in a statement.
It arrived in the Miami Internation-
al Airport after the U.S. Embas-
sy in Port-au-Prince earlier this
month urged U.S. citizens to leave
“as soon as possible” as chaos
grips Haiti.

Passenger Avlot Quessa, who
lives in Boston, traveled from the
center of the country to board the
charter flight after going to Haiti
last month for was supposed to be
a weeklong trip to visit his mother.

“It’s just terrible ... The suf-
fering, you can only imagine,”
Quessa told the Miami Herald
of the nearby Caribbean nation.
“Haiti is my homeland and it’s
very stressful to see the homeland
going through this act of violence,
destruction ... and they are our
neighbors.”

Haiti’s main airport in Port-
au-Prince remains closed follow-
ing gang attacks that have raged
through Haiti in recent weeks,
pushing many people to the brink
of famine. Government and aid
agencies this weekend reported
looting of aid supplies as the situ-
ation worsened.

The State Department
announced Saturday that it would
offer limited charter flights for
American citizens from the less
chaotic northern city of Cap-Hai-
tien.

Officials said they could not
provide ground transportation to
Cap-Haitien and that U.S. citizens
should consider the charter flights
“only if you think you can reach
Cap-Haitien airport safely.”

“We encourage U.S. citizens
still in Haiti who seek to depart to
contact the Department of State
using the crisis intake form on our
website if they have not already
done so,” the agency said.

People taking the U.S. govern-
ment-coordinated flights must sign
a promissory bill agreeing to reim-
burse the government.

Another passenger on Sunday’s
flight, Marie Lucie St. Fleur, 69, of
West Palm Beach, said she feels
most at home in Haiti and it pains
her to see what her homeland is
enduring.

“I don’t feel well at all. I would
like to live in my country and I
can’t,” she said while sitting in a
wheelchair.

The State Department said gov-
ernment officials in Miami were
helping the newly arrived evacu-
ees to determine their next steps.
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Eclipse —

(Continued from Page 1)

at least a partial eclipse.
The farther from the path
of totality, the smaller the
moon’s bite will be out of
the sun. In Seattle and Port-
land, Oregon, about as far
away as you can get in the
continental U.S., one-third
of the sun will be swal-
lowed.

* Why is totality longer?

By a cosmic stroke of
luck, the moon will make
the month’s closest approach
to Earth the day before the
total solar eclipse. That puts
the moon just 223,000 miles
away on eclipse day.

The moon will appear
slightly bigger in the sky
thanks to that proxim-
ity, resulting in an especially
long period of sun-blocked
darkness.

What’s more, the Earth
and moon will be 93 million
miles (150 million kilome-
ters) from the sun that day,
the average distance.

When a closer moon
pairs up with a more distant
sun, totality can last as long
as an astounding 7 1/2 min-
utes. The last time the world
saw more than seven min-
utes of totality was in 1973
over Africa. That won’t hap-
pen again until 2150 over
the Pacific.

* How do I safely watch
the eclipse?

Sunglasses won’t cut it.
Special eclipse glasses are
crucial for safely observing
the sun as the moon march-
es across the late morning
and afternoon sky, covering
more and more and then less
and less of our star.

During totality when the
sun is completely shroud-
ed, it’s fine to remove your
glasses and look with your
naked eyes. But before and
after, certified eclipse glass-

Natanyahu

(Continued from Page 1)

elections, and who they’ll
elect, and it’s not something
that will be foisted on us.”

When asked by CNN
whether he would commit to
a new election after the war
ends, Netanyahu said that “I
think that’s something for
the Israeli public to decide.”

The U.S., which has pro-
vided key military and dip-
lomatic support to Israel,
also has expressed concerns
about a planned Israeli
assault on the southern Gaza
city of Rafah, where about
1.4 million displaced Pales-
tinians are sheltering. The
spokesman for the Nation-
al Security Council, John
Kirby, told Fox the U.S. still
hasn’t seen an Israeli plan
for Rafah.

The U.S. supports a
new round of talks aimed
at securing a cease-fire in
exchange for the return of
Israeli hostages taken in
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack.

The Israeli delegation to
those talks was expected to
leave for Qatar after Sun-
day evening meetings of the
Security Cabinet and War
Cabinet, which will give
directions for negotiations.

Despite the talks, Netan-
yahu made it clear he would
not back down from the
fighting that has killed more
than 31,000 Palestinians,
according to local health
officials. More than five
months have passed since
Hamas’ attack on southern
Israel killed 1,200 people
and left another 250 hostage.

Earlier Sunday, Netan-
yahu said that calls for an
election now — which polls
show he would lose badly
— would force Israel to stop
fighting and paralyze the
country for six months.

Netanyahu also reiter-
ated his determination to
attack Hamas in Rafah and
said that his government
approved military plans for
such an operation.

v
Springlield
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This map, from the Indiana Department of Natural Resources website, shows the limits of the
eclipse’s path through Indiana on April 8. The center line of the event passes through Indianapo-

lis.

es are essential to avoid eye
damage. Just make sure
they’re not scratched or
torn.

Cameras, binoculars and
telescopes must be outfitted
with special solar filters for
safe viewing. Bottom line:
Never look at an exposed
sun without proper protec-
tion any day of the year.

e Where are some
eclipse watch parties near
me?

Towns up and down the
path of totality are throw-
ing star parties. Festivals,
races, yoga retreats, drum
circles and more will unfold
at museums, fairgrounds,
parks, stadiums, wineries,
breweries and even one of
Ohio’s oldest drive-in movie
theaters and the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway.

Besides looking up, you
can attend a “space prom”
in Texas Hill Country, get
married at eclipse-themed
ceremonies in Tiffin, Ohio,
and Russellville, Arkansas,

or brush up on moonwalk-
ing history at the Armstrong
Air and Space Museum in
Wapakoneta, Ohio — Neil
Armstrong’s hometown.

As the eclipse unfolds,
NASA will launch small
rockets with science instru-
ments into the upper atmo-
sphere from Virginia and
chase totality’s shadow from
high-altitude planes. Satel-
lites and the International
Space Station crew will
attempt to capture the show
from space.

There will be numerous
livestreams for those stuck
with clouds or outside the
path.

* When is the next total
solar eclipse?

Full solar eclipses
occur every year or two or
three, often in the middle
of nowhere like the South
Pacific or Antarctic. The
next total solar eclipse, in
2026, will grace the northern
fringes of Greenland, Ice-
land and Spain.

North America won’t
experience totality again
until 2033, with Alaska get-
ting sole dibs. Then that’s
it until 2044, when totality
will be confined to Western
Canada, Montana and North
Dakota.

There won’t be another
U.S. eclipse, spanning coast
to coast, until 2045. That
one will stretch from North-
ern California all the way to
Cape Canaveral, Florida.

Aside from Carbondale,
Illinois, in the crosshairs
of both the 2017 and 2024
eclipses, it usually takes 400
years to 1,000 years before
totality returns to the same
spot, according to NASA’s
Korreck.

The Associated Press
Health and Science Depart-
ment receives support from
the Howard Hughes Medi-
cal Institute’s Science and
Educational Media Group.
The AP is solely responsible
for all content.

“We will operate in
Rafah. This will take sev-
eral weeks, and it will hap-
pen,” he said. The operation
is supposed to include the
evacuation of hundreds of
thousands of civilians, but
it is not clear how Israel will
do that.

Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah el-Sissi reiterated
his warning that an Israeli
ground offensive in Rafah
would have “grave repercus-
sions on the whole region.”
Egypt says pushing Palestin-
ians into the Sinai Peninsula
would jeopardize its peace
treaty with Israel, a corner-
stone of regional stability.

“We are also very con-
cerned about the risks a
full-scale offensive in Rafah
would have on the vulnera-
ble civilian population. This
needs to be avoided at all
costs,” European Commis-
sion President Ursula von
der Leyen said after meeting
with el-Sissi.

And German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz, after meeting
with Netanyahu on Sunday,
warned that “the more des-
perate the situation of people
in Gaza becomes, the more
this begs the question: No
matter how important the
goal, can it justify such ter-
ribly high costs, or are there
other ways to achieve your
goal?”

Germany is one of Isra-
el’s closest allies in Europe
and, given memories of the
Holocaust, often treads care-
fully when criticizing Israel.

Irish Prime Minister Leo
Varadkar, in Washington for
St. Patrick’s Day, said dur-
ing a White House reception
that the Irish people were
“deeply troubled” by what’s
unfolding in Gaza. He said
there was much to learn
from Ireland’s peace process
and the critical U.S. involve-
ment in it.

Varadkar said he’s often
asked why the Irish are so
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empathetic to the Palestin-
ians.

“We see our history in
their eyes. A story of dis-
placement, dispossession,
and national identity ques-
tioned and denied forced
emigration, discrimination
and now hunger,” he said.

Alon Pinkas, a former
Israeli consul-general in
New York and an outspoken
critic of Netanyahu, said that
the prime minister’s com-
ments fit with his efforts to
find someone else to blame
if Israel doesn’t achieve its
goal of destroying Hamas.

“He’s looking on purpose
for a conflict with the U.S.
so that he can blame Biden,”
Pinkas said.

Both sides have some-
thing to gain politically
from the dispute. The Biden
administration is under
increasing pressure from
progressive Democrats and
some Arab-American sup-
porters to restrain Israel’s
war against Hamas. Netan-
yahu, meanwhile, wants to
show his nationalist base
that he can withstand global
pressure, even from Israel’s
closest ally.

But pressure also comes
from home, with thou-
sands protesting again in
Tel Aviv on Saturday night
against Netanyahu’s govern-
ment and calling for a new
election and a deal for the
release of hostages. Large
parts of the Israeli public
want a deal, fearing that hos-
tages are held in poor condi-
tions and time is running out
to bring them home alive.

Israel’s offensive has
driven most of Gaza’s 2.3
million people from their
homes. A quarter of Gaza’s
population is starving,
according to the U.N.

Airdrops by the U.S. and
other nations continue, while
deliveries on a new sea route

have begun, but aid groups
say more ground routes and
fewer Israeli restrictions on
them are needed to meet
humanitarian needs in any
significant way.

“Of course we should be
bringing humanitarian aid
by road. Of course by now
we should be having at least
two, three other entry points
into Gaza,” chef José Andrés
with World Central Kitchen,
which organized the tons of
food delivered by sea, told
NBC.

The Gaza Health Min-
istry said at least 31,645
Palestinians have been
killed in the war. The min-
istry doesn’t differentiate
between civilians and com-
batants in its count, but says
women and children make
up two-thirds of the dead.

Israel says Hamas is
responsible for civilian
deaths because it operates in
dense residential areas.

The Health Ministry on
Sunday said that the bod-
ies of 92 people killed in
Israel’s bombardment had
been brought to hospitals in
Gaza in the past 24 hours.
Hospitals also received 130
wounded, it said.

At least 11 people from
the Thabet family, includ-
ing five children and one
woman, were killed in an
airstrike in Deir al-Balah
city in central Gaza, accord-
ing to the Palestinian Red
Crescent Society and an
Associated Press journalist.
The body of an infant lay
among the dead.

Nessman reported from
Jerusalem. Associated Press
writers Kareem Chehayeb in
Beirut and Colleen Long in
Washington contributed.

Find more of AP’s cover-
age at https://apnews.com/
hublisrael-hamas-war
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Weather

Monday, March 18, 2024
(24-hour observations at 9:35 p.m. Friday)
High: 45; Low: 34; Precipitation: Trace of snow
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 7.06

feet at 8:45°n p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast

Today: A slight chance of snow showers before 8am,
then a slight chance of snow showers after 11 a.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 36. Northwest wind 10 to 15 mph,
with gusts as high as 25 mph. Chance of precipitation is 20

percent.

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 26. West wind
around 10 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 51. Southwest
wind 15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 35 mph.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 31.
West wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 43. Breezy.

Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 22.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 40.

Thursday Night: A 30 percent chance of snow showers,
mainly after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 30.

Friday: A chance of rain and snow showers before 2
p.m, then a slight chance of rain showers. Mostly cloudy,
with a high near 44. Chance of precipitation is 30 percent.

Friday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers. Partly

cloudy, with a low around 29.

Saturday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly

sunny, with a high near 49.

Saturday Night: A slight chance of showers. Mostly

cloudy, with a low around 32.

Sunday: A slight chance of showers. Partly sunny, with

a high near 53.

Emergency declared
in Ohio after severe
storms that killed 3

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Ohio’s governor has
declared a state of emergency in 11 counties across central
Ohio struck by severe weather last week.

Gov. Mike DeWine also activated the Ohio National
Guard to help officials in one county, Logan County, where
three deaths were confirmed, with the cleanup of storm
debris on public property. DeWine announced the emergen-

cy declaration Sunday.

The declaration also covers Auglaize, Crawford, Darke,
Delaware, Hancock, Licking, Mercer, Miami, Richland and
Union counties. It orders all relevant state departments and
agencies to lend their services, equipment, supplies, and
personnel to aid in response and recovery efforts, the gover-

nor’s office said.

Thursday night’s storms claimed three lives in the Indian
Lake area of Logan County, one of the hardest-hit regions.

The storms also left trails of destruction across parts of
Kentucky, Indiana and Arkansas. About 40 people were
injured and dozens of homes were damaged in one Indiana
community. Tornadoes were also reported in Illinois and

Missouri.

The National Weather Service confirmed nine tornados
in Ohio, including an EF-3 tornado that began in southern
Auglaize County near Fryburg and continued through the
Lakeview area in northern Logan County. Forecasters say
EF-3 tornados can pack winds up to 136 to 165 mph.

Suspect is arrested in
fatal Indy bar shooting

INDIANAPOLIS (AP)
— Police in Indianapolis
arrested a suspect in connec-
tion with an early morning
shooting at a bar that killed
one person and injured five
others Saturday, police said.

Nicholas Fulk, 25, was
arrested on a preliminary
charge of murder hours after
the shooting at Landsharks
on Broad Ripple Avenue
around 1:30 a.m., police
said.

“Detectives used tech-
nology, including public
and private safety cameras,
B-link cameras, automatic
license plate readers and
some good old-fashioned
police work to track down
the suspect,” Indianapolis
Metro Police Department
Chief Christopher Bailey
said in a statement posted on
social media Saturday.

Police previously said
five victims were transport-
ed by emergency respond-
ers to area hospitals and the
sixth went to a hospital on
their own after the shooting.

Bailey used the state-

ment announcing the arrest
to stress the importance of
businesses working with
police to implement an
existing safe plan for the
area.

“However, the responsi-
bility to provide a safe expe-
rience inside these business-
es relies on the individual
managers and operators,”
Bailey said. He noted the
majority of establishments
in the Broad Ripple area
adhere to community stan-
dards, but “some do not
and should be held account-
able.”

Corrections and
clarifications

Monday’s meeting of the
Wells County Commission-
ers will be at 5 p.m. at the
Wells County Community
Center at the 4-H Park. An
incorrect location was listed
in the Local Roundup pub-
lished in Saturday’s edition
of the News-Banner.
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Richard L. Johnson, 89

Richard L. Johnson, 89, of Bluffton, died Saturday
afternoon, March 16, 2024, at the Markle Health and
Rehab facility.

Funeral arrangements are pending at the Thoma/
Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Darrell L. Jones, 80

Darrell L. Jones, 80, passed away Saturday afternoon,
March 16, 2024, at the Christian Care Retirement Com-
munity in Bluffton.

Funeral arrangements are pending with the Good-
win-Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel in Bluffton.

AES Indiana takes
next step to stop
using coal, convert to
natural gas by 2026

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

AES Indiana — one of the state’s largest utilities — is
moving forward with its plan to stop using coal by 2026 and
triple its renewables portfolio by 2027.

The company announced Tuesday the next step in a plan
to transition its two remaining coal-burning units to run
on natural gas. Those are located on the White River near
Petersburg in Pike County.

If approved by the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commis-
sion, AES Indiana would be on its way to becoming the first
Hoosier investor-owned electric utility to stop burning coal,
according to Indiana Utility Report.

The utility, which provides electricity to the Indianapolis
area, has already filed a request that is now pending with the
IURC.

AES Indiana officials said the plan “to deliver cleaner,
more efficient and cost-effective energy solutions” will save
customers $280 million over 20 years by avoiding coal-
related costs. CO2 emissions could additionally see a reduc-
tion of 70 percent by 2030, compared to 2018 levels.

The project is expected to be completed in 2026.

“Over the past decade, how we serve our customers has
evolved due to factors like new technology, the aging of our
current facilities, environmental regulations and economic
conditions,” AES Indiana President Brandi Davis-Handy
said in a statement. “Repowering our Petersburg Generating
Station aligns with our state’s all-of-the-above energy policy
while allowing us to continue our 50+ year commitment to
Pike County.”

The utility’s most recent integrated resource plan submit-
ted to the IURC in December 2022, included the coal-to-
natural gas conversion of the Petersburg units.

Testimony filed by the company indicates the utility
generates 31 percent of its energy from coal and 51 percent
from natural gas. In its short-term project action plan, AES
Indiana expects that natural gas will account for approxi-
mately 70 percent of its resource mix once the Petersburg
conversion is complete.

In place of the coal units will be 25 to 30 gigawatts of
solar, wind and energy storage. Across its portion of the
grid, AES Indiana plans to add up to 1,300 megawatts of
renewables by 2027.

As part of that ongoing effort, the company acquired the
Hoosier Wind project earlier this month — a 106 megawatt
wind farm in Benton County. AES Indiana has received
IURC approval for a proposed 200 megawatt, four-hour
standalone battery energy storage system, as well.

In Petersburg, the utility intends to stagger the unit outag-
es to continue serving customers during conversion, accord-
ing to testimony submitted as part of AES Indiana’s petition.

The company said Petersburg’s first unit will be con-
verted first, with the outage beginning in February 2026
and commercial operation starting in June 2026. Once that’s
complete, the second unit will begin conversion with a com-
mercial operation slated for December 2026.

Through a competitive bid process, Akron-based Bab-
cock & Wilcox Company was selected to complete the con-
version project. Midwestern Gas Transmission Company,
headquartered in Tulsa, will construct a one-mile natural
gas lateral pipeline to provide service to the converted units,
according to the petition.

AES Indiana officials said employees who currently
work at its coal units in Petersburg will be retained. The
company also reported that the upcoming projects could cre-
ate 400 construction jobs and deliver about $125,000 annu-
ally in local economic impact.

The move makes AES Indiana among the first utilities to
seek approval of a coal-to-natural gas conversion under the
state’s updated clean energy project statute, according to the
Indiana Utility Report.

In 2023, state lawmakers amended the code to include
such projects. House Enrolled Act 1421 additionally estab-
lished a 240-day timeframe for an IURC decision on a peti-
tion like that filed by AES Indiana.

According to its latest filings, the company has proposed
a late-July evidentiary hearing before the [URC and request-
ed an order from the commission by Oct. 30.
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Holcomb approves 3 motre bills

One ends the city of Gary’s attempt to sue gunmakers

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital
Chronicle

Indiana Gov. Eric Hol-
comb signed into law three
more bills Friday, including
a debated measure that will
effectively kill a pending
lawsuit by the city of Gary
against gun manufacturers
and sellers.

Just two pieces of legisla-
tion remain unsigned — one
defining and banning anti-
semitism within the Hoosier
public education system,
and another constraining the
state’s public access chief.

House Enrolled Act 1235
ends a long-running Gary
lawsuit against firearm
manufacturers and prevents
Hoosier communities from
filing similar court chal-
lenges.

“While HEA 1235 does
not impede families or busi-
nesses from legally chal-
lenging gun manufacturers,
retail stores or trade associa-
tions, it does bring closure
to a long standing statewide
legislative debate,” Hol-
comb said in a statement.
“This bill brings certainty
that only the state, not politi-
cal subdivisions, can bring
forward such a lawsuit in
the future.”

Talking to reporters on
Thursday, Holcomb said he
had read “every word” that
Gary Mayor Eddie Melton
has sent, but that it is
“appropriate” for lawmakers
to intervene in the active liti-
gation. The Republican gov-
ernor maintained his deci-
sion would be one that he’s
“willing to defend.”

Under the new law, only
the state attorney general
could bring suit against gun
manufacturers and sellers.
The measure is retroactive
to Aug. 27, 1999, three days
before Gary filed its lawsuit.

As such, Indiana Attor-
ney General Todd Rokita
applauded the move. His
office previously testified
in support of the proposal,
saying the attorney general
— rather than a “slew of
municipalities filing vari-
ous lawsuits on what they
perceive, based on their own
ideological or political pref-
erence” — should have the
sole power to sue.

“Hoosiers value their
Second Amendment rights,
and they support local busi-
nesses, including gun and
ammunition dealers and

sellers,” Rokita said in a
Friday statement. “Glad to
see the General Assembly
defended the people of Indi-
ana through the newest gun-
related bill, which prohibits
a political subdivision from
independently suing these
companies.”

There are two narrow
exceptions — one to allow
local governments to sue
over a breach of contract
or a warranty issue, and the
other to allow political sub-
divisions to enforce their
own zoning ordinances.

But representatives with
the Brady Center, a gun vio-
lence prevention group that
is representing the city of
Gary in its lawsuit, said Fri-
day that House Enrolled Act
1235 is “killing off the most
consequential legal case
against the gun industry in
this country.”

“This new law in Indi-
ana is a tragedy for Ameri-
cans everywhere,” said
Kris Brown, president of
the Washington, D.C.-based
nonprofit. “Indiana legisla-
tors just gave America’s top
gun manufacturers a free
pass. Every other industry
faces accountability in the
courts. It should send chills
down the spine of every
American that the corpo-
rate gun industry succeeded
in changing the law to stop
discovery and being held
responsible in court.”

“Every American should
question what the gun
industry is hiding and what
truly abhorrent practices
they want to be kept in the
dark,” Brown continued.
“This is a grim day for the
gun violence prevention
movement and our nation’s
future.”

Also signed Friday was
House Enrolled Act 1199,
altering an Indianapolis-
based taxing district, as well
as House Enrolled Act 1183,
which limits “foreign adver-
sary” land buys.

Will Holcomb sign the
last two bills?

Holcomb has just four
days to decide whether he’ll
sign or veto two other hot-
topic bills.

House Enrolled Act
1002, concerning antisemi-
tism, was strongly ques-
tioned by Holcomb on
Thursday.

Coroner: 3 children
slain by their mother

MADISON, Ind. (AP) —
A southern Indiana woman
fatally shot her three chil-
dren before turning the gun
on herself last December, a
prosecutor said Friday.

The bodies of Naomi Bri-
ner, 35; Adelia Briner, 12;
Leland Briner, 8; and Iyla
Briner, 6, were found dead
inside their burning home in
the Ohio River city of Madi-
son on Dec. 12, Jefferson
County Prosecutor David
Sutter said.

Based on the results of
the autopsies and the evi-
dence in the case, the Jef-
ferson County Coroner’s
Officer ruled the manner of
death of the three children to
be homicide and that Naomi
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Briner died from a self-
inflicted gunshot wound,
Sutter said.

“This was a tragic case
that has been heartbreaking
for the community and all
who have been involved in
this investigation. My heart
goes out to the involved
families for the tragedy that
they have endured,” Sutter
said in a news release.

The prosecutor said
investigators need not pur-
sue any other leads in this
case.

TELL US WHAT
YOU THINK!

www.news-banner.com or
www.facebook.com/ newsbanner
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In the final hours of the
legislative session, state
lawmakers struck a com-
promise to include in the
core International Holo-
caust Remembrance Alli-
ance (IHRA) definition of
antisemitism within the bill.
Excluded was the IHRA
working definition’s 11
contentious “contemporary
examples” of antisemitism,
which include references to
Israel.

Holcomb indicated the
compromise is crumbling,
however, saying “things
have changed” since the bill
was approved by the Gen-
eral Assembly last week.

“l want to make sure
whatever we do we get it
right. And we don’t just do
it to do it,” Holcomb said.

He noted that people
“far and wide” — includ-
ing from outside the state
— have contacted him with
concerns.

Members of the Hoosier
Jewish community said the
examples need to be codi-
fied, but critics maintained
they’re overly broad and
limit free speech.

Separately, House
Enrolled Act 1338 would
curtail the office of the Pub-
lic Access Counselor (PAC),
a little-known office tasked
with interpreting the state’s
public records and meetings
laws.

Commenting on the bill
on Thursday, Holcomb said
he would have preferred
“more robust discussion”
on the late-stage changes,
but wasn’t worried about
“politicization” of the posi-
tion. He said he hadn’t made
a final decision.

Restrictions in the leg-
islation would allow a gov-
ernor to dismiss the state’s
PAC at any time, rather
than a “for cause” dismissal
currently allowed during a

four-year term. It would also
limit the PAC to considering
only the “plain text” of the
state’s public access laws
and “valid” court opinions
when putting together non-
binding advisory opinions.

Senate Republicans have
pointed to some of PAC
Luke Britt’s advisories on
school board meetings as
the impetus for the lan-
guage. Democrats, however,
have argued the changes
limit the PAC’s indepen-
dence.

Financial Focus

Time for financial
spring cleaning?

It’s time for spring cleaning. And just
as you may decide to tidy up your physi-
cal surroundings, you might want to
spruce up your financial environment,
too.

For starters, think about how you
clean windows to help you see the world
more clearly. You can also bring more
focus to your financial vision, such
as reviewing your overall investment
strategy to determine whether it’s still
appropriate.

And just as you de-clutter your home
by getting rid of duplicate objects, you
can improve your portfolio by selling
redundant investments, such as nearly
identical mutual funds, and using the
proceeds to help diversify your portfolio.

Also, similar to how gardeners plant
flowers and vegetables in the spring, you
can plant seeds of opportunity by own-
ing investments that could provide suf-
ficient growth potential for your goals.

Finally, just as spring cleaning may
include getting rid of dangers such as
toxic chemicals, you'll want to protect
yourself against threats to your income
that could derail your financial future.

Spring is a great time for brightening
your physical space — and your finan-
cial one, too.

This content was provided by Edward
Jones for use by Jeremy Todd, your Ed-
ward Jones financial advisor at 260-824-
0686.

JEREMY M.TODD
CFP® AAMS®

Financial Advisor

1169 N. Main St.
Suite 2

Bluffton, IN 46714
260-824-0686

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Edward Jones, its employees and financial
advisors are not estate planners and cannot
provide tax or legal advice. Please consult
your estate-planning attorney or qualified
tax advisor regarding your situation.

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

This article was written by Edward Jones for use
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
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FSSA excels on one front;
swings and misses on another

On one hand, Indiana’s Family and
Social Services Administration (FSSA)
has performed well in the sensitive pro-
cess of dis-enrolling people who are no
longer eligible for Medicaid. But it has
similarly faltered in proposing large cuts
to a program helping parents care for
disabled children.

I’1l start with the positive.

New data show Indiana is moving
through Medicaid unwinding in a con-
scientious, efficient way.

During COVID-19, the federal gov-

ernment barred states from
purging their Medicaid (I_I 0 OS i el’
Opinions

NiKi
Kelly

rolls during the economic
tumult and enhanced the
federal match, paying for
nearly three-quarters of
the cost of coverage rather
than the traditional two-thirds. Indiana’s rolls grew from
just over 1.5 million enrollees in February of 2020 to over
2.3 million in March of 2023, the last month of protections.

KFF reported that 10 months into the unwinding of the
Medicaid continuous enrollment provision, states have
conducted renewals for roughly half of all enrollees in the
program. Previously, the health care organization ranked
Indiana highly for its policy choices to protect Hoosiers
during the unwinding process.

Indiana is at 43.6%. The highest state is Oregon at 87%
and lowest is Wyoming at 18%.

Overall, Medicaid enrollment has declined by nearly
10% across states since the start of unwinding — a decline
of almost 10 million people. However, the national decline
in Medicaid enrollment masks significant variation across
states.

The enrollment decline in Indiana is around 10% —
again, right in the middle. The highest is 31% in Idaho and
the lowest is less than 1% in Hawaii.

FSSA has used an awareness campaign to educate Hoo-
siers on the process. And while initial rejections were high,
they have leveled out.

And yet the same agency has floundered on handling
proposed Medicaid cuts needed after revealing a $1 billion
forecasting error in the program last year.

First off, the agency has repeatedly refused to answer
basic questions — from reporters, from lawmakers, from
parents and from stakeholders.

We know the agency has proposed a collective $300
million in cuts. But it’s declined to share how much of that
will come at the expense of an attendant care program for
parents of medically complex children.

“The estimated savings from the cost containment strat-
egies that have been outlined are all interdependent and
can not accurately be broken down any further,” agency
spokeswoman Michele Holtkamp said.

Attendant care is a catch-all term to encompass skilled
and unskilled care provided by another individual —
whether a nurse, parent, spouse or another family member.
Legally responsible individuals are a class of individuals,
usually those parents and spouses, that the state paid to
provide attendant care for medically complex Hoosiers.

To break that category down even further, I'm focus-
ing on the roughly 1,600 children whose parents provided
state-paid unskilled care like bathing, dressing or feeding.

Just two years ago, only 456 children utilized attendant
care at a cost of $9.3 million, according to FSSA. But with
over 1,600 children, the costs soared to $172 million — a
number that includes a Medicaid increase implemented
over the summer.

As costs surged, the agency decided to transition those
families to Structured Family Caregiving and make up
some of $1 billion deficit. Families decried the move,
which would transition them from an hourly rate to a lower
per diem. They also note that none of the state’s current
Structured Family Caregiving providers offered pediatric
care.

It’s clear the state let this program get out of hand and is
abandoning it instead of adding guardrails.

National perspective

According to the New York Times, some states moved
to keep but control the program. For instance, Ohio made
its caregiving program permanent, but eligible parents
or spouses must prove they cannot hire an aide, and paid
hours are capped at 40 a week.

State Senator Ryan Mishler, a Republican who is the
chairman of the Senate appropriations committee, told the
New York Times that in a few cases providers had billed
the state more than $200,000 for the care of a single indi-
vidual, weakening an argument that home care was more
cost effective than institutional care.

If true, that could easily be nipped with appropriate
limitations. And capping what percentage of payment the
third-party provider who trains the parents gets to keep
also could reduce costs. Parents reported receiving $15 per
hour, less than half of the $36 FSSA said it paid providers.

Holtkamp said “the agency explored many consider-
ations, and determined that structured family caregiving
was the best path to allow all (aged and disabled) waiver
recipients who wished to have paid caregiving delivered
by a legally responsible individual to do so in a fiscally
sustainable manner.”

“If a parent wants their child to continue to receive
attendant care services they can do so, but it must be pro-
vided by a caregiver who is not a legally responsible indi-
vidual after July 1,” she added.

Families say somebody needs to provide care but, with
a nationwide nursing shortage, there’s no one available.
Some parents worry that leaves them doing so at a rate just
above poverty. And they note it is too time-consuming to
work a full-time job.

Lawmakers implemented a few, weakened transparency
provisions during session but seemed to want to stay out
of the policymaking. Private discussions focus on whether
it’s appropriate for the state to pay a parent to care for their
child, which is already their duty as moms and dads, versus
the overwhelming amount of care needed in some families.

Lawmakers were happy to wipe their hands clean and
leave town but that leaves FSSA holding the bag — and
it’s clear no one is particularly happy with the final out-

come.
Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, a non-
profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle com

GOP candidates weigh referendums in Indiana

Indiana is not a referendum state. Hoosier voters
cannot gather signatures to qualify an issue to appear
for an up or down vote on the ballot.

That wasn’t the case in conservative Kentucky,
Kansas and Ohio when it came to abortion referen-
dums following the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling to
end Roe v. Wade era abortion rights in June 2022.

Last November, Ohio voters by a 56.6% to 43.4%
verdict chose to amend the state’s constitution to give
individuals the “right to make and carry out one’s
own reproductive decisions,” including on abortion.
Kansas voters passed by 59% guaranteeing abortion
rights in 2022, just weeks after the
U.S. Supreme Court negated Roe
v. Wade. In other red states such
as Kentucky and Montana, 52% of
voters backed similar measures.

The 2022 Hoosier Survey by Ball State Univer-
sity’s Bowen Center found that a majority of Hoosiers
surveyed (56.7%) believe abortion should be legal
in all or most cases. This survey occurred after the
Republican supermajorities passed the nation’s most
far-reaching abortion restrictions that previous August.

The Indiana Constitution provides for a legislative
process to amend the constitution. A simple majority
vote is required during two successive General Assem-
bly sessions to place a constitutional amendment on
the ballot. Amendments do not require the governor’s
signature to be referred to the ballot.

The disconnect here is that in 2011 and again in
2021, the Republican-controlled General Assembly
drew their own maps. The window for creating an
independent redistricting commission had closed the
year before both reapportionments commenced. So,
essentially, legislators created their own districts. They
chose their own voters.

Since 2014, Republicans have had super majori-
ties in both the Indiana House and Senate, which is
unprecedented in the state’s two century-plus history.
The congressional maps, too, have been skewed.
Previous reapportioned maps had created enough
competitive districts that in an average decade, five to
seven House seats flipped between the Republicans
and Democrats. Since 2012, not a single Hoosier
incumbent has lost to the other party.

At last Monday’s Republican gubernatorial debate
hosted by the Carmel Current, the six candidates were
asked about whether they support a voter-driven refer-
endum process.

Here’s how they answered:

Former attorney general Curtis Hill: “The bal-
lot issue works in other states; I don’t think it works
here in Indiana. We have representative government
and there’s a reason for that. We want to make sure
our issues are fleshed out, debated out in the open.
My concern about ballot issues is that sometimes it’s
driven by emotions. Fortunately here in Indiana we
don’t have that. We have our opportunity to pick our
leadership.”

Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch: “We are not a refer-
endum state. Our state reps and state senators are
the ones who make the decisions. There is a process
where that can end up on the ballot. But I do believe

Politicking

that people should have voices in govern-
ment. While I would not lead an initiative
to change referendums on the ballot, if a
bill was passed by the General Assembly
... and it would come to my desk ... I
would support it and sign it.”

U.S. Sen. Mike Braun: “When you do
have representation of democracy, when
you see what happened in Ohio and Kan-

sas, in the case of each of them it probably Brian
didn’t exactly mirror where they might
have been. I agree with the lieutenant gov- Ho wey

ernor, if it did pass

the state legislature and it was
vetted well, I would give it seri-
ous thought to signing it into
law.”

Former Commerce Secretary Brad Chambers:

“We are a representative form of government. It is in
the constitution of our state that referendums are not
allowed. I don’t think it will pass through this legisla-
ture. If it did I would seriously consider. If you look at
California, they are clogged up with referendums. We
don’t want to be California.”

Fort Wayne businessman Eric Doden: “We have a
representative form of government and I prefer a rep-
resentative form of government. We also have a citi-
zen legislature and I would prefer they be part-time. If
there was something that passed the General Assembly
that would be referendum based, I would certainly
consider that.”

Businesswoman Jamie Reitenour: “This is just not
easy because with our government running the way
that it should. Yes there are people representing us. In
the U.S. there has been an enormous amount of gov-
ernment overreach. The government is the safest in the
hands of the people.”

Then there are the Democrats. “Citizen-led ballot
referendums are how voters across our country have
been able to protect their rights and expand freedoms
at the ballot box,” Indiana Democratic Party Chair
Mike Schmuhl said. “Hoosiers deserve that right too,
but Mike Braun, Brad Chambers, Suzanne Crouch,
and the Republican supermajority at the Statehouse
want to keep regular people out of the process to pro-
tect special interests and their gerrymandered districts.

“A Jennifer McCormick administration will fight
to give you a direct voice on the issues that matter
most, from reproductive freedom to workers’ rights,”
Schmubhl said.

So here’s a true story. After opposing a constitu-
tional amendment on a state lottery, a hardworking
Democrat named Marc Carmichael (now running for
the U.S. Senate) upset Republican Speaker J. Roberts
Dailey in 1986, who had blocked that process. Two
years later, Hoosier voters passed the lottery amend-
ment with more than 60% of the vote.

Want the referendum process in Indiana? Find a
head or two to roll. That will fetch the attention of the
powers that be at the Statehouse.

Brian Howey is senior writer and columnist for Howey Politics
Indiana/State Affairs. Find Howey on Facebook and X @hwypol.

Red lines or victory?

A recent headline in
the Wall Street Journal
expressed Hamas’ last
chance in its terrorist war
against Israel: “Hamas
Pins Survival Hopes on
Ramadan.” The sub head-
line reveals its strategy:
“Group’s leader in Gaza
counts on holy month to
pressure Israel to end the

war.” Cal
In a softball interview Thomas
on MSNBC by Washington

remaining 100-plus hos-
tages.

There is only one reason
to fight a war and that is to
win. If the goal is anything
less than victory, the war is
not worth fighting.

This business about “red
lines” seems to be limited
in its application to Israel
and its supposed “ally,” the
United States. Each time
Israel is attacked the U.S.
initially supports the Jew-

ish state, but if the conflict

pletely remove a cancerous tumor it
almost always grows back. It is the
same with Hamas. Unless its lead-
ership is eliminated, along with as
many of its terrorist fighters as pos-
sible, Hamas will live to kill another
day. Perhaps the civilians who voted
for Hamas to take leadership in
Gaza will think twice before doing
so again. That would be a bonus for
peace.

Why should Israel be pressured
into pausing its road to victory
against Hamas because of Rama-
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Post reporter Jonathan Cape-
hart, President Biden claimed Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
disregards “innocent lives” in Gaza,
adding that should Israel invade
Hamas’ last holdout territory in
Rafah, it would be a “red line.”
Where have we heard that before?
President Obama said if Syria used
chemical weapons against its people
that would be a “red line.” Syrian

President Bashar al-Assad used them.

Obama did nothing.

Perhaps more than any other
nation Israel goes out of its way to
protect innocent lives, oftentimes
at the cost of Israeli lives. Biden
has acknowledged that. He has also
acknowledged that Hamas hides out
among civilians and uses them as
human shields. That familiar strategy
is designed to persuade nations and
the media to pressure Israel to cease
military operations without reciproc-
ity or an agreement to release the

is prolonged, that support weakens as
the media and other nations pressure
Israel to stop short of victory, thus
ensuring the inevitability of more
wars. This is not a secret. Hamas and
other anti-Israel groups openly state
their goal is to eliminate Jews and
their nation. Why do so many not
believe them?

Israel’s enemies have no red lines.
They kill civilians at will, especially
Jewish civilians (remember October
77). There was no red line or concern
for German civilians during the early
1945 carpet bombing of Dresden and
other cities of the Third Reich. Same
with Japan when President Truman
ordered atomic bombs dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, ending
World War II. The exact number of
civilian deaths remains in dispute,
but most historians agree it was in the
hundreds of thousands.

When a surgeon does not com-

dan? Do Israel’s enemies pause their
attacks in recognition of Jewish holi-
days? Have we forgotten the coalition
of Arab nations that attacked Israel
during Yom Kippur in 1973? Or do
double standards not matter when it
comes to Israel?

In an op-ed column for The Wall
Street Journal, Letters editor Elliot
Kaufman writes: “ There is an idea
that it is wrong to fight an Islamic
country during the holy month of
Ramadan. ... It’s nonsense: Look at
Egypt and Syria’s 1973 Ramadan
War against Israel or Iran’s 1982
Operation Ramadan against Iraq.”

The late World War II General
Douglas MacArthur said: “There
is no substitute for victory.” That
applied to Germany and Japan 80
years ago. It also applies now in Isra-
el’s war for survival against Hamas
and others that wish to destroy the
Jewish state.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com.
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Senior Grace Oden has
been selected to receive
the Norwell Internship
Spotlight award. She is
doing her experience with
Home Joy Renovations
out of Warren with men-
tor and owner Erin Har-
lan. Grace is the daughter
of Nick and Jenny Oden
of Markle.

Home Joy is a remod-
eling company that spe-

Norwell Internship Spotlight award
Grace Oden

and home renovations of
kitchens, bathrooms, liv-
ing rooms, and bedroom:s.
Grace helps with paint-
ing, tiling, wall papering,
and dry-walling. She has
learned to operate various
tools such as saws, drills,
ladders, and scaffolding.
After graduation,
Grace plans to study
entrepreneurial business
at Indiana Tech in Fort

cializes in commercial Wayne.

Grace Oden

Bluebird birdhouse door prize
Rick Murphy, at left, was the winner of the Bluebird birdhouse, created by Bob Mosshammer,
at right, who was the program presenter for the Ouabache State Park’s Lunch & Learn event
Thursday, March 14, at the park. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

By BARBARA
BARBIERI

Friends of Ouabache State Park hosted
the first Lunch & Learn event of the season
on Thursday as Bob Mosshammer presented
a program about Bluebirds.

A slide presentation part of the program
was cut short by a power outage in the area
with Mosshammer continuing to offer infor-
mation in the dark. He also explained how
to construct a bluebird house and how to
keep it ready for bird occupancy.

He presented each program attender a
fact sheet that had basic information about
the birds as well as information on how to
learn more about them. Suggested sites for
more information included:

Ouabache’s Lunch & Learn was all about bluebirds

Lesley the Bird Nerd—A bird once
almost gone forever the Eastern Bluebird
(Youtube)

Bluebird Man—Al Larsen Bluebird
Recovery Documentary (Youtube)

And https://www.bird.cornell.edu

Those attending provided their own pic-
nic lunch and Corner Depot Catering pro-
vided cookies featuring a bluebird deco-
ration. Mosshammer provided a bluebird
house as a door prize won by Mick Murphy.

The next Lunch & Learn event will be
held at noon on Thursday, April 18th with
Curt Burnette, Naturalist with the Lim-
berlost State Historic site will talk about
the “Wonders of the Loblolly Marsh.” The
event is free, however gate fees apply.
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Events at the Creative Arts
Council of Wells County

428 S. Oak Street in Bluffton
260-824-5222
www.wellscocreativearts.com
creativeartscouncil@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wellscocre-
ativearts
Instagram: @creativeartscouncil

Creative Arts office hours — Monday
through Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday
(by appointment only).

DRUM LESSONS

Beginner, intermediate & advanced

We are excited to expand our repertoire of
musical instrument lessons by offering drum
lessons! Lessons will be Monday evenings.
Private lessons are $25 per half hour session.
There is a possibility for group lessons if we
have enough interest for beginners. Limited
Spots available

Lessons will be taught by Alex Cornett,
a worship/rock drummer with 25 years of
experience. He has toured with several wor-
ship bands across the country and overseas,
and has played at dozens of churches, both
as a fill in and an every week musician. With
a degree in audio engineering and a history
of studio work, Alex has a unique collection
of musical knowledge and technical ability.
He is offering beginner, intermediate, and
advanced classes.

If you are interested in finding out more,
call the office at (260) 824- 5222.

Creative Arts Spring Showcase
Friday, April 26 at 7:00 p.m. and Satur-
day, Aril 27 at 3:00 p.m. Admission: $5
Creative Arts is very proud of our dance
academy and are excited to present our
Spring Showcase in April! Our Ballet, Mod-
ern, and Tap dancers will be presenting in
this year’s showcase. Our Ballet program
will be presenting excerpts from “Sleep-
ing Beauty”. Our Modern dance program
features the beginning, intermediate, and
advanced classes as they take a sojourn
into ancient Egypt. Tap will be performing
rhythm and broadway tap styles. We will
proudly present two performances, both in
the auditorium at 428 S. Oak St in Bluffton.

Creative Arts Summer Camps
Summer Theater Intensive June 2024
Shrek the Musical JR (Ages 12-18)
Auditions: Saturday, May 4th, 2024 (must
be age 12 by March 1st) Rehearsals: June
3-14; Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Performances: June 14 at 7 p.m. and
June 15th at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. (Attendance
is required at all 10 days of camp plus all 3
performances) Tuition: $100

Disney Jungle Book Kids — Registration
is full, call to be put on the waiting list.

Summer Dance Intensive
Registration Opens — March 1, 2024
Dates: June 3-21, 2024

Creative Movement (Ages 3-5) For 3-5
year old students, the 45 minute Creative
Movement class meets twice a week for
three weeks.

N

CREATIVE

ARTS

COUNCIL

OF WELLS COUNTY

Choose 1 session Tuesday and Thursday
Session A from 10:00 to 10:45 a.m.
Session B from 10:45 to 11:30 a.m.
Tuition: $50

Pre-Dance (Ages 6-8) The Pre-Dance
class is geared toward 6-8 year old students.
Students will take two 45 minute classes
(one in ballet and one dance elective) twice a
week for three weeks.

Tuesday and Thursday from 5:00 to 6:30
p.m. Tuition: $90

Continuing Dance (Ages 9-12) For 9-12
year old students, Continuing Dance occurs
twice a week for 3 weeks. Students will take
two, one hour classes (one in ballet and one
dance elective).

Tuesday and Thursday from 4:45 to 6:45
p.m. Tuition: $120

Intermediate/Advanced Class For stu-
dents that have reached an intermediate to
advanced level of classical ballet. Students
will take 1.5 to 2.5 hours of class three times
a week for three weeks. Classes offered will
included ballet, pointe, and contemporary
dance styles.

Monday from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m.

Friday from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.

Tuition: $190

Ongoing Activities

Creative Crew: Tuesdays from 8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.: All forms of creativity wel-
come: painting, drawing, needlework and
more. Spend the morning working on your
craft and socialize with other artists. Enter
Door 1 or Door 10 at Life Community
Church, the creative crew meets in the cafe

Readers’ Brown Bag Luncheon: Meeting
the last Tuesday of the month at noon at Life
Community Church, enter door 10. All read-
ers are welcome. Call the office for more
information.

#* Important Scheduling Note: Changes can
occur after the Creative Happenings column has
been published. Please confirm dates and times
before planning to participate in programs and
activities***

Creative Arts Council activities are supported
by memberships, sponsors and grants from funders
including Arts United, a regional agency; the Indi-
ana Arts Commission, a state agency,; and the
National Endowment for the Arts, a national agency.

Special Feature

@@WM@NI

What to know about applying for an extensnon on your tax return

The Internal Revenue
Service reports that the
deadline to file a 2023 tax
return is Monday, April
15, 2024. The vast major-
ity of taxpayers will have
no issue filing by the
deadline, but some may
not be able to file on time.
In such instances, taxpay-
ers can apply for an exten-
sion of time to file.

An extension is not
necessarily as straightfor-
ward as the term suggests.
In fact, the IRS urges tax-
payers to be aware that
applying for an extension
does not grant taxpayers
an extension of time to
pay their taxes. Failure to
pay by the April 15 dead-
line could incur penalties,
even for people who have
applied for an extension.
The IRS urges taxpay-
ers to estimate any owed
taxes by the deadline and
submit payments for those
estimates by April 15.

Extension requests
must be submitted by the
regular return due date.

Some taxpayers may
not have to submit an
extension return. The
IRS notes that taxpayers

in certain disaster areas
do not need to submit an
extension electronically
or on paper. For exam-
ple, the IRS had already
determined by February
2024 that Maine taxpayers
impacted by severe storms
and flooding qualified for
tax relief. Various dead-
lines, including the April
15 filing deadline for indi-
viduals and businesses,
were extended to June
17, 2024. Maine taxpay-
ers are urged to contact
a tax preparation profes-
sional to determine if they
are eligible for the later
deadline. A list of addi-
tional extensions affecting
the 2024 filing deadline
can be found at https://
WWW.irs.gov/newsroom/
tax-relief-in-disaster-situ-
ations.

Individual taxpay-
ers, regardless of income,
can use the IRS Free File
(https://www.irs.gov/
filing/free-file-do-your-
federal-taxes-for-free) to
request an automatic tax-
filing extension. Filing
that form gives taxpayers
until October 15 to file a
return. If October 15 falls

on a Saturday, Sunday or
legal holiday, the due date
is extended until the next
business day. It’s impor-
tant that taxpayers filing
for the October 15 exten-
sion deadline recognize
that they must still esti-
mate their tax liability on
the Free File form and pay
any estimated taxes owed.
The deadline to file a
2023 tax return is Mon-
day, April 15, 2024. Indi-
viduals who need more
information about apply-
ing for an extension are
urged to visit irs.gov.
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Topp notch tax service

Dean (Chip) Topp, CPA

chip@toppcpa.com
Mon-Friday 8-5; Sat 8-12

(all for evening appointments
159 N. Jefferson St., Berne, IN 46711

260-589-8778

+ Individual Taxes

« Corporation Taxes

« Partnership Taxes

« Bookkeeping & Payroll
« Property Taxes

+ Quickbook ProAdvisor

Edward Jones
edwardjones.com Member SIPC
How much
will you need
to retire?
Let's talk.

=

Your Local Tax Specialists

m®,

EMSHWILLER
EMSHWILLER

BUSINESS CONSULTING - TAX PREPARATION
BOOKKEEPING - PAYROLL - QB CONSULTS

IRS REPRESENTATION

BLUFFTON

DOUG FEAR, AAMS®  JEREMY TODD, AAMS®/
Financial Advisor CFP°

2035 Commerce Dr,  Financial Advisor

Suite 209 1169 N. Main St. Suite 2
260-565-4134 260-824-0686

MKT-58940-A AECSPAD

OSSIAN

JOHN EMSHWILLER, EA
NICK SCHEER, EA
CORY RECKARD, CPA
COLIN PENROD, EA

JEREMY PENROD,
AAMS®/CFP®

Financial Advisor

201 E. Market St., Suite 1
260-824-2354

LARRY A. SMITH, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

102 5. Jefferson
260-622-7952

207 N. Johnson
Street, Bluffton, IN

7230 Engle Road,
Fort Wayne, IN

www.emshwiller.net « 260.824.1826
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SPORTS

Purdue gets top seed in Midwest region of NCAA Tournament

By EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

Even before the brackets came
out Sunday, March Madness was a
muddled mess.

About the closest thing to a sure
thing: UConn.

The defending champion Hus-
kies earned the top seed in the
NCAA Tournament, joined by
Houston,Purdue and North Caroli-
na as No. 1 seeds in a bracket that
started going haywire even before
the pairings were announced Sun-
day evening.

Of those top teams, only
UConn heads into the tournament
coming off a win. The others lost
in their conference tournaments,
yet those were hardly the only
surprises over the final weekend
of hoops before the sport’s main
event hits center stage.

Unexpected titles placed teams
like Oregon, North Carolina State
and even Duquesne, none of
whom were projected to make the
tournament, into the field of 68
via the automatic bid that goes to
conference champions. The teams
they beat gobbled up a handful of
the 34 at-large bids, thus shrinking
the number of spots available to
teams on the so-called bubble.

“It was one of the most dif-
ficult that I’ve been involved in,”
Charles McClelland, the chairman
of the selection committee, said of

the process that had everyone up
until 2:30 a.m. the night before.
“And I talked to some of the staff
that’s been in that room for the
last 20 years, and they said this is
probably the most difficult selec-
tion process that they’ve been a
part of .”

It showed in a bracket that had
its share of head-scratchers:

— Two of the last four teams in
— Boise State and Colorado State
— weren’t even considered on the
bubble by most bracketologists.

“A little surprised to be honest,”
Boise State coach Leon Rice said
of his team’s No. 10 seed.

— Some of the teams left out
— St. John’s and Oklahoma —
were thought to be safely in as late
as Saturday. St. John’s decided not
to even play in the NIT.

“How is St. John’s so far off the
cutline?” said UConn coach Dan
Hurley, who was surprised only
three Big East teams made it.

— Florida Atlantic and Texas
A&M were considered bubble
teams but ended up with 8 and 9
seeds, respectively.

All of this could be fodder
for the growing conversation
about expanding the bracket to
76, maybe 80 teams. Under that
scenario, bubble teams like Pitts-
burgh, Seton Hall and even Indi-
ana State would almost certainly
be in.

The tournament starts Tuesday
with two First Four games, includ-
ing a matchup between Virginia
and Colorado State. The 32 first-
round games take place Thursday
and Friday. The Final Four is set
for April 6-8 in Glendale, Arizona.

UConn the favorite

UConn, which opens Friday
against Stetson, is the favorite
according to FanDuel Sportsbook
and is trying to become the first
repeat champion since Florida in
2006-07. The Huskies (31-3) are
on a seven-game win streak and
are tied with James Madison for
most wins in the nation.

For all its excellence this sea-
son, UConn ended up in an East
region with two of last year’s
Final Four teams (San Diego State
and Florida Atlantic) along with
Iowa State, which is coming off a
69-41 win over Houston and was
thought, for a minute, to be top-
seed material.

“If we’re able to get to our
identity ... and then we play harder
than you, we keep ourselves from

being vulnerable that way,” Hurley
said.

Conference bragging rights

Both the SEC and Big 12
placed eight teams in the field,
while the Big Ten and Mountain
West each had six.

Speaking of pride: Michigan
State extended its nation-leading
streak to 26 straight years in the
tournament. The ninth-seeded
Spartans will play Mississippi
State on Thursday, the same day
No. 5 seed Gonzaga plays No. 12
McNeese. In February, the Zags
were considered a bubble team,
but a stretch of nine wins in 10
games changed that, and coach
Mark Few’s team made the field
for the 25th consecutive year.

Injury worries

Injury-riddled Kansas comes in
as a 4 seed, set to play Samford,
after two of its best players, Hunt-
er Dickinson and Kevin McCullar
Jr., sat out the Jayhawks’ 20-point
loss in their Big 12 Tournament
opener.

Florida is a 7 seed, and will
play the winner of the Boise State-
Colorado play-in game, but the
Gators suffered a big blow when
big man Micah Handlogten broke
his leg early in the SEC title game.

Small fry

The Ivy League is sending Yale,
a 13 seed that needed a furious late
comeback and a buzzer-beating

basket against Brown to win the
title and set up a game Friday
against No. 4 Auburn. And Saint
Peter’s back in the tournament,
two years after making an unlike-
ly run to the Elite Eight as a No.
15. This year, the Peacocks are 15
seeds again, opening against Ten-
nessee in the Midwest.

Should Tennessee advance,
coach Rick Barnes could face his
old school, No. 7 Texas, which
opens against the Virginia-Colora-
do State winner.

Meanwhile, Duquesne, the sur-
prise winner of the Atlantic-10, is
back in the tournament for the first
time since 1977. A game against
No. 6 BYU awaits.

Job security

Back in 1999, head coach Dan
Monson and assistant Mark Few
led Gonzaga on a surprise run all
the way to the Elite Eight. Monson
now coaches Long Beach State
and, just last week, was relieved
of his duties pending the end of the
season. Funny enough, Monson’s
team went on a run and won the
Big West to get a ticket to the tour-
nament. The 15th-seeded Beach
open Thursday against No. 2 Ari-
zona.

“As Mark Few said in a text,
why don’t we have a run in the
first year and one in the last,”
Monson said after his job-extend-
ing win.

Shannon scores 34 points as
No. 13 lllinois takes Big Ten
title with win over Wisconsin

By DAVE CAMPBELL
AP Sports Writer

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Terrence Shan-
non Jr. scored 34 points on 15-for-17 shooting
from the free-throw line, helping 13th-ranked
[llinois outlast Wisconsin 93-87 in Big Ten
tournament championship game on Sunday.

Marcus Domask added 26 points, eight
assists and seven rebounds and Dain Dainja
had nine points and seven rebounds for the
[llini (26-8), who won their second confer-
ence tournament title in four years after shoot-
ing 16 of 26 in the second half. They faced a
double-digit deficit in all three games.

“It was a little bit different every night,”
coach Brad Underwood said. T love that.”

A.J. Storr had 24 points and Chucky Hep-
burn added 20 points for the Badgers (22-13),
who went 7 for 20 from 3-point range after
going 33 for 79 over their first three games.

Shannon finished with 102 points in three
games, one short of the Big Ten Tournament
record, and was voted the Most Outstanding
Player. Keegan Murray had 103 points for
Iowa in 2022, but the Hawkeyes played four
games that year on the way to the title.

After celebrating in a shower of orange-
and-blue confetti and cutting down the nets at
Target Center, the Illini hustled to a side room
for the NCAA Tournament selection show
to learn they’re the No. 3 seed in the East
Region, with a first-round game on Friday
against Morehead State.

Wisconsin got the No. 5 seed in the South
Region and a first-round matchup against
James Madison.

“My hat’s off to Wisconsin. Boy, are they
good. They’ll make a lot of noise,” Under-
wood said.

Shannon, who broke the Big Ten Tourna-
ment single-game record with 40 points in the
semifinal win over Nebraska, still faces a rape
charge in Kansas for an alleged incident last
year. His school-issued suspension was over-
ruled by a federal judge after six games.

The Wisconsin fans taunted him often, but
he’s not easily rattled. He coolly pulled up
for a 3-pointer off the break to give Illinois a

BASKETBALL
High School

Boys’ Basketball
IHSAA Semi-State
Semifinal
Class 4A

Semifinal

Semifinal

Elkhart
Fishers 48, Crown Point 37

American Athletic

UAB 93, South Florida 83
Temple 74, FAU 73
Atlantic 10

41-40 lead with 31 seconds left before half-
time, blowing a kiss at the crowd of 13,991
that was heavy with red-clad Badgers fans.

Hepburn’s three-point play gave Wis-
consin a game-high 61-51 lead, but Illinois
went on a 21-5 run over the next 6 minutes to
ensure a tight finish.

Max Klesmit made a 3-pointer for an
82-81 lead with 3:53 to go and another for
the tie with 1:57 left, but Shannon answered
that one from deep on the other end to make
it 88-85 with 88 seconds left. Then he stole an
careless dribble from Storr on the other end,
drove the other way to draw a foul and sank
both free throws for a five-point lead.

“Sometimes in my career there’s been
moments where those 3s would have just
destroyed everything,” said Coleman
Hawkins, who had seven points, six rebounds
and two blocks. “We made some mistakes,
but we were able to keep playing.”

Hepburn was a hero of Wisconsin’s over-
time victory over top-seeded Purdue in the
semifinals on Saturday, hitting the tying layup
at the buzzer in regulation and drawing a key
charging foul to set up Klesmit’s winner.

The junior guard passed the 1,000-point
mark for his career in this game and contrib-
uted in all kinds of ways, after sitting out the
quarterfinal win over Northwestern because
of a knee injury.

“I feel like he’s one of the best players
in our league,” Hawkins said. “When he’s
aggressive, I feel like they’re a really good
team.”

Illinois won the only regular-season
matchup between these teams two weeks ago,
a 91-83 victory fueled by Domask’s 31 points
in the Waupun native’s first game in Wis-
consin since high school. The transfer from
Southern Illinois, a first team All-Big Ten pick
with Shannon, shot 8 for 11 in this game.

Both the Badgers and the Illini made their
eighth appearance in the conference title
game, which was staged for the 26th time, a
total bested only by Ohio State’s nine. Michi-
gan State has the most Big Ten Tournament
championships with seven.

High School Calendar

MONDAY, MARCH 18

No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 19

No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 21
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 22

No events scheduled.

SATURDAY, MARCH 23
No events scheduled.
MONDAY, MARCH 25

No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 26

No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 28
No events scheduled.

FRIDAY, MARCH 29

BASEBALL: Norwell vs.
Evansville Central at Edge-
wood High School, 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30

BASEBALL: Norwell vs.
Edgewood, 10 a.m.; Norwell
vs. Brownstown Central at
Edgewood high School, 5:30
p.m.

Bears send QB Fields to Steelers,
clear way to take a QB such as
Caleb Williams with No. 1 pick

By ANDREW
SELIGMAN
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — The
Chicago Bears traded Jus-
tin Fields to the Pittsburgh
Steelers on Saturday night,
clearing the way for them to
draft a quarterback with the
No. 1 overall pick — perhaps
USC'’s Caleb Williams.

The Bears received a 2025
sixth-round draft pick that
could potentially become a
fourth-rounder in return.

“We have engaged in
multiple trade conversations
in recent weeks and believe
trading Justin at this time to
Pittsburgh is what is best for
both Justin and the Bears,”
general manager Ryan Poles
said in a statement. “Today
we spoke to Justin to inform
him of the trade and the ratio-
nale behind it for us as a club.

“We want to thank him
for his tireless dedication,
leadership and all he poured
into our franchise and com-
munity the last three years
and wish him the best
towards a long and success-
ful NFL career.”

Fields thanked Chicago

and the organization, as well
as his teammates in a post on
X.

“Can’t say thank you
enough to the city of Chicago
for taking me in and embrac-
ing me,” he tweeted. “Thank
you to the entire Bears orga-
nization and ownership for
allowing me the opportunity
to be part of such a historic
franchise. But most of all
thank you to my all my broth-
ers that I played with. You all
were the reason I attacked
each day the way I did. I
can’t thank you all enough
for what y’all have meant
to me over the last 3 years
through the ups and downs. I
wish each one of you nothing
but success.

“Ready for this next chap-

ter!”
Fields figures to back up
nine-time Pro Bowler Russell
Wilson, who signed a one-
year deal with the Steelers on
Friday. Pittsburgh also traded
Kenny Pickett to the Phila-
delphia Eagles once it added
Wilson.

Wilson tweeted a pic-
ture of him and Fields shak-
ing hands with the message:
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Grambling St. 75, Texas South-
ern 66
Western Athletic
Championship
Grand Canyon 89, Texas-Arling-
ton 74

VCU 66, Saint Joseph’s 60
Duquesne 70, St. Bonaventure 60
Atlantic Coast

Women'’s Basketball Scores
Sunday, Mar. 17

; Championship TOURNAMENT
47Ft' Wayne Wayne 62, Mishawaka NC State 84, North Carolina 76 ~ Northeast
New Castle Big 12 Championship
Indpls Ben Davis 75, Center Championship Sacred Heart 69, Le Moyne 48
Grove 49 ' lowa St. 69, Houston 41 Chamoi Part1r|ot League
i Big East ampionship
Jeffersonville 62, Lawrence North Championshipg Holy Cross 61, Boston U. 55
Class 3A UConn 73, Mgrquette 57
Logansport Big Ten NBA

Delta 54, Fairfield 45 Semifinal

S. Bend St. Joseph’s 88, Peru 80
Seymour
Guerin Catholic 57, Danville 52

Scottsburg 58, Evansville Bosse Championship

45 Long Beach St. 74, UC Davis 70
Conference USA

Class 2A
Lafayette Jefferson
Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 55, Wabash

Championship

Wisconsin 76, Purdue 75, OT
Illinois 98, Nebraska 87
Big West

W. Kentucky 78, UTEP 71
51 Ivy League

Saturday’s Games
Houston 117, Cleveland 103
New Orleans 126, Portland 107
Indiana 121, Brooklyn 100
Philadelphia 109, Charlotte 98
Chicago 127, Washington 98
Oklahoma City 118, Memphis 112
Golden State 128, L.A. Lakers 121
Minnesota 119, Utah 100
New York 98, Sacramento 91

Wapahani 48, N. Judson 28 Semifinal Sunday’s Games
Southport Brown 90, Princeton 81 Milwaukee 140, Phoenix 129
Brownstown 50, Indpls Park Yale 69, Cornell 57 . Miami 104, Detroit 101
Tudor 49 Metro Atlantic Athletic Dallas 107, Denver 105
Parke Heritage 64, Forest Park Championship Boston 130, Washington 104
54 St. Peter’s 68, Fairfield 63 Orlando 111, Toronto 96
o Class 1A _ Mid-American San Antonio 122, Brooklyn 115
Michigan City Championship Atlanta at L.A. Clippers, late

Ft. Wayne Canterbury 60, Elkhart
Christian 51, OT

Liberty Christian 50, Michigan
City Marquette 47

Washington

Barr-Reeve 54, Evansville Chris-
tian 44

Bethesda Christian 53, Green-
wood Christian 35

Championship

Semifinal

Championship

Championshi
College R Ce
Men’s Basketball Scores
Saturday, Mar. 16
TOURNAMENT
America East
Championship
Vermont 66, Mass.-Lowell 61

Semifinal

Championship

Akron 62, Kent St. 61
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference

Howard 70, Delaware St. 67
Mountain-West Conference

New Mexico 74, Colorado St. 61

New Mexico 68, San Diego St. 61
Pacific-12 Conference

Oregon 75, Colorado 68
Southeastern

Auburn 73, Mississippi St. 66
Florida 95, Texas A&M 90
Southwestern Athletic

Monday’s Games
Cleveland at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Boston, 7:30 p.m.

Miami at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Portland at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Utah, 9 p.m.
Memphis at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
New York at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Atlanta at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
Charlotte at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Houston at Washington, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Dallas at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Denver at Minnesota, 9 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Indiana at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Miami at Cleveland, 7 p.m.

Milwaukee at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Sacramento at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Utah at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Portland, 10 p.m.
Memphis at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Philadelphia at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

Saturday’s Games
Detroit 4, Buffalo 1
Ottawa 4, N.Y. Islanders 3, OT
N.Y. Rangers 7, Pittsburgh 4
Arizona 4, New Jersey 1
Tampa Bay 5, Florida 3
Columbus 4, San Jose 2
Calgary 5, Montreal 2
Boston 6, Philadelphia 5
Carolina 5, Toronto 4, SO
Dallas 4, Los Angeles 1
St. Louis 3, Minnesota 2, SO
Washington 2, Vancouver 1
Nashville 4, Seattle 1
Colorado 3, Edmonton 2, OT
Sunday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers 5, N.Y. Islanders 2
Vegas 3, New Jersey 1
Carolina 7, Ottawa 2
Chicago 5, San Jose 2
Winnipeg 6, Columbus 1
Pittsburgh 6, Detroit 3
St. Louis 4, Anaheim 2
Monday’s Games
Washington at Calgary, 8:30 p.m.
Buffalo at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Tuesday’s Games
Columbus at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Boston, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Winnipeg at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Carolina at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 p.m.
Colorado at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
San Jose at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Montreal at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
Buffalo at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Chicago at Los Angeles, 10 p.m.
Minnesota at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Toronto at Washington, 7:30 p.m.

Arizona at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Los Angeles, 10 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

Saturday’s Games

St. Louis 8, Washington 5

Baltimore 5, Boston 4

Minnesota 6, Tampa Bay 5

N.Y. Yankees 10, Toronto 9

Philadelphia 3, Miami 3

Chicago Cubs (ss) 7, Kansas
City 6

Arizona 5, Texas (ss) 4

San Francisco (ss) 6, Cleveland 0

Detroit 6, Pittsburgh (ss) 4

San Francisco (ss) 11, Chicago
White Sox (ss) 7

Seattle (ss) 11, Cincinnati 7

Milwaukee (ss) 11, Oakland (ss) 4

Milwaukee (ss) 5, Texas (ss) 1

Seattle (ss) 8, Chicago White Sox
(ss) 2

Chicago Cubs (ss) 4, L.A. Angels
3

Colorado 11, Oakland (ss) 9

N.Y. Mets 6, Houston 1
Pittsburgh (ss) 4, Atlanta 2

L.A. Dodgers 14, Kiwoom Heroes

Sunday’s Games
San Diego 1, Korea 0
Pittsburgh 8, Tampa Bay 4
Baltimore (ss) 8, Atlanta (ss) 2
St. Louis 10, Houston 6
Boston (ss) 12, N.Y. Yankees 6
Baltimore (ss) 4, Detroit 4
Boston (ss) 3, Atlanta (ss) 3
Toronto (ss) 5, Philadelphia 5
Washington 9, N.Y. Mets (ss) 8
Toronto (ss) 9, Minnesota 4
N.Y. Mets (ss) 7, Miami 6
Chicago Cubs 8, Texas 6
Chicago White Sox 3, Oakland 3
Colorado 5, San Francisco 3
Arizona (ss) 2, L.A. Angels 0
Arizona (ss) 5, Seattle 4
Cleveland vs Cincinnati at Good-

year, Ariz., 7:05 p.m.
Kansas City vs Milwaukee at Sur-
prise, Ariz., 7:05 p.m.

LG Twins vs San Diego at Seoul,

“Let’s get it @justnfields!
QB room bout to be (fire).”

Fields, drafted 11th over-
all in 2021 by the Bears and
former general manager
Ryan Pace, struggled as a
rookie under former coach
Matt Nagy. Though he pro-
duced big plays with his legs
and arms, he did not develop
as a passer the way the team
hoped the past two years
under Poles and coach Matt
Eberflus.

Fields completed 578 of
958 passes for 6,674 yards
with 40 touchdowns and 30
interceptions in three sea-
sons. He has just one 300-
yard passing game in his
career.

Chicago could have got-
ten a big haul by trading the
No. 1 pick. But it’s not often
the historically quarterback-
challenged Bears have a
chance to draft a prospect
such as Williams. The 2022
Heisman Trophy winner is
largely expected to be picked
first overall after he threw 72
touchdown passes with only
10 interceptions the past two
seasons at USC after a year at
Oklahoma.

South Korea, 11 p.m.
Monday’s Games

L.A. Dodgers vs Korea at Seoul,
South Korea, 6 a.m.

Minnesota vs Boston at Fort
Myers, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees vs Philadelphia (ss)
at Tampa, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Tampa Bay vs Atlanta at Port
Charlotte, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Philadelphia (ss) vs Pittsburgh at
Clearwater, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Miami vs Houston (ss) at Jupiter,
Fla., 1:10 p.m.

Chicago White Sox vs Cleveland
at Phoenix, 4:05 p.m.

Texas vs Seattle at Surprise, Ariz.,
4:05 p.m.

Arizona vs Oakland at Scottsdale,
Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Milwaukee vs L.A. Angels at Phoe-
nix, 4:10 p.m.

Houston (ss) vs Washington at
West Palm Beach, Fla., 6:05 p.m.

Cincinnati vs San Francisco at
Goodyear, Ariz., 9:05 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games

Boston vs Tampa Bay at Fort
Myers, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

St. Louis (ss) vs Miami (ss) at
Jupiter, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Toronto vs Baltimore at Dunedin,
Fla., 1:07 p.m.

Cleveland (ss) vs Milwaukee at
Goodyear, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

Texas vs Oakland at Surprise,
Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

Colorado (ss) vs Cleveland (ss) at
Scottsdale, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

L.A. Angels vs Cincinnati at Tem-
pe, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Seattle vs Colorado (ss) at Peoria,
Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Detroit vs Philadelphia at Lake-
land, Fla., 6:05 p.m.

Houston vs Miami (ss) at West
Palm Beach, Fla., 6:05 p.m.

N.Y. Mets vs St. Louis (ss) at Port
St Lucie, Fla., 6:10 p.m.

Chicago Cubs vs Arizona at Mesa,
Ariz., 9:05 p.m.

San Francisco vs Kansas City at
Scottsdale, Ariz., 10:05 p.m.
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x Alternators

x Belts & Hoses

x Fuel Injection
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x Starters ; ”
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HIDEAWRY

BEERBOURBON

Follow us on Ki
for our Events.

YoUcouLb

Make your guess on who will win all
the games in the NCAA Tourney and
you could win! The top scorer will receive
a 55” HDR Smart TV from Stylus
Audio-Video in Bluffton. Second
place wins a $7100 Gift Certificate
to the business of their choice on this page; Third Place winner will get a $50
certificate! The games and the fun starts Thursday! (Complete rules listed below.)

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE ﬁR@UP

«Extensive Inventory
«Competitive Lease Specials
«Outstanding Finance Options
«Exceptional Customer Service

x Brakes Our Next Satisfied

x Ellut:h &ITransmiSSion Customer Well Be You!
ectrica

» Exhaust HOURS: Service: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5pm

Sales: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm « Sat 8am - 1pm

@

CHEVROLET oape

xTuneUp Oy CHRYSLER GENERAL MOTORS
123 S Jomrnson ST. « 824-0455 www.HidayMotors.com
1 UConn
16 Stetson
lN%ﬂNA FASRM 2 8 Florida Atlantic
BUREAU INSURANCE"
s Northwestern
AUTO « HOME « LIFE 5 San Diego St
BUSINESS « ANNUITIES « FARM 12 UAB
4 Auburn
WELLS COUNTY —
(260) 824-2234 6 BYU East Regional
1 Duquesne
AGENTS: 3 Illinois
MIKE LAMPTON 14 Morehead St.
MICHAEL TOWNE 7__Washington St.
JACOB DUNCAN 10_Drake
KEVIN SILLS 2_lowa St
15_South Dakota St.
1 North Carolina
SALES SERVICE 16 Howard/Wagner
INSTALLATION
8 Mississippi St.
9 Michigan St.
Sivius : s
Technologies 12 Grand Canyon
4 Alabama BAR & GRILL
Comprehensive 13 Charelston SPECIALS
Technology Systems| .~ (..con West Regional
Integrator . New Mexico Grinder Sub
. . Tues., Mar. 12 - Wed,, Mar. 13
Consulting, Design, 3 Baylor
Installation, Equipment, 14_Colgate Crab Cakes
Training, Maintenance 7 Dayton Fri, Mar. 15 & Sat, Mar. 16
961 N. Main Street, Bluffton, IN46714 [ 10_Nevada 205 W. Market St.
260-824-8388 - www.stylusav.com 2 Arizona Bluffton, IN
T A ) 15 LongBeach St. Mon-Sat 10am - 3am- Closed Sunday
1 Houston 2024 NCAA Please read carefully: CLIP OUT
s Longwood Basketball THE FORM on this page or submit
S G Champion the entire page. Photocopies of this
\_} 8 Nebraska form are acceptable but NOT other
entry forms or brackets. Pick the
9 Texas A&M winners of the final 63 games. (NOTE:
5 Wisconsin In games involving “First Four” match-
: . ups, you have a choice of 3 teams.)
Financi al Gro up 12 James Madison Points will be awarded for correct
+ Duke winners as follows: First full round, 2
pts.; second round, 4 pts.; Regional
TIM STEFFEN 13 Vermont semi-finals, 6 pts.; Regional finals,
Financial Consultant South Regional 10 points; National semi-finals, 12
6 Texas Tech pts., Championship game, 20 points.
MICHELE STOLLER Also, predict total points scored in
Insurance Specialist it NC State Final Game (Tiebreaker). Complete
3 Kentucky and return to The News-Banner office.
110 W. Cherry Street All entries must be in our office by
Bluffton, IN 46714 14_Oakland Noon Thursday, March 21, 2024.
- Mailed entries must be postmarked
260.824.8175 7_Florida no later than March 19, 2024. (Sorry,
° ° 10 Boise St/Colorado we cannot be responsible for illegible
WWW. ial. postmarks.) Mail entries to: NCAA/
2 Marquette News-Banner, PO Box 436, Bluffton
Securities offered through LPL Financial, IN 46714. Limit one entry per person.
Member FINRA/SIPC. 15 Western Kentucky The entry with the most total points
1 Purdue (using the tiebreaker if necessary)
90 YEARS OF SERVICE will receive a 55” flat screen TV from
to Our Customers 16 Montana St./Grambling Stylus Audio-Video. Second place
will receive a $100 gift certificate to
@/ ‘S‘arzmg BI;lffton Since 1933 8 Utah St. the business of their choice advertis-
eneration ing on this page. Third place entry will
Experience @Q g s TCU receive a $50 gift certificate. Employ-
A L L S E A SO N 5 Gonzaga ees of News-Banner Publications and
Stylus Audio-Video and their immedi-
SERVICE NEEDS 12_McNeese ate families are not eligible for prizes.
. 4 __Kansas
Mm WME 13 Samford M-d t
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING . I wes
Check Out Our 6__South Carolina Regional
Air Conditioning _Oregon
or Furnace - Creighton
Umts 14_Akron .
& 7__Texas
OSER 804/ 10_Virginia/Colorado St. I U
Heatme & Air 2 Tennessee The
824-0228 Conditioning

219E. Perry St. Bluffton

Saint Peter’s

Nefz- Banner

Bluffton, Indiana

Call a‘;ld Schedule a
Check Up Today!

Susan Poper - Local Representative X info@paddlefishsolar.com

201 E. Market St., Suite 3 \ ‘ 4

Bluffton, IN 46714 edf-re.com/project/ ‘ Lo ‘ ;
_rPADDLEFISH

. . paddlefish-solar-project/
Office Hours: By appointment only
(260) 355-5951
facebook.com/PaddlefishSolar SO lar proj ect

260 824-1126
mrkoolbluffton@gmail.com
610 N. Main St. Bluffton, IN 46714

C052100004
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Classifieds

Place Your Ad 24/7: o 7o www.news-banner.com Anp cLick on “Classifieds”
0R cALL 824-0224 vion-Fri 8-5 @ ToLLrreE 800-579-7476 ¢ rax 824-0700

WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

SERVICES

Services

PRECISION LAND MAN-
AGEMENT
Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition

Call us today for a free quote!

Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

Lottery Numbers

Due to a transmission
error late Sunday evening,
the lottery numbers were
not available to publicatiob
in today’s edition of the
News-Banner. The lottery
drawings from Saturday,
Sunday, and Monday will
all appear in Tuesday’s edi-
tion of the News-Banner,

It's no surprise:
Putin will remain
leader of Russia

President Vladimir Putin
basked in a victory early
Monday that was never in
doubt, as partial election
results underlined the Rus-
sian leader’s total control of
the country’s political sys-
tem.

After facing only token
challengers and harshly sup-
pressing opposition voices,
Putin was set to extend his
nearly quarter-century rule
for six more years. Even
with little margin for pro-
test, Russians crowded out-
side polling stations at noon
on Sunday, the last day of
the election, apparently
heeding an opposition call
to express their displeasure
with the president.

Putin hailed the over-
whelming early results as
an indication of “trust” and
“hope” in him — while
critics saw them as another
reflection of the preordained
nature of the election.

“Of course, we have lots
of tasks ahead. But I want
to make it clear for every-
one: When we were con-
solidated, no one has ever
managed to frighten us, to
suppress our will and our
self-conscience. They failed
in the past and they will fail
in the future,” Putin said at
a meeting with volunteers
after polls closed.

Any public criticism of
Putin or his war in Ukraine
has been stifled. Indepen-
dent media have been crip-
pled.

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA )
SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS)
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
2024 TERM
CAUSE NO.
90C01-2401-ES-000001
IN THE MATTER OF THE
SUPERVISED ESTATE OF
BEN C. MACIAS, deceased
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Marie E. Blacksten and Annette
McComas, were on February 27,
2024, appointed Co-Personal Rep-
resentatives of the Estate of Ben
C. Macias, deceased, who died on
November 27, 2023.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this
February 27, 2024.

Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
Colin Z. Andrews #26767-49
Andrews & Crell, P.C.
116 South Main Street
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-4049
Attorney for the Estate
nb 3/11, 3/18
hspaxIp
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Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-
VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-

hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to

wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West

boost their profits. With the

) ) Market Street, Suite 405,
ability to dispense both water Bluffton. IN 46714 or submit
and ice, this unit is sure to be them ’ by email to

a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

NOTICE

prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

OLLEY
. ESINC

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume

to
HAVING AN UPCOMING :
event? A 20 word, line classi- ggﬁ@ggugyt{ggﬁaﬁﬁom&a"

fied ad for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office
at 260-824-0224 or 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN, or
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

260-478-7411.

Receive a free garage
sale kit when placing
a three day, line
classified ad.

Z
)

Public

BIDDING ENDS MARCH 25 - (Online Only Auction) - Various
consignors, seller. Antiques, primitives, Lionel trains and train
items, modern furniture, vintage advertising, household items,
patio furniture. Auction Preview: March 19 and March 21 from 3
p.m. to 6 p.m., 118 East Craig St., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

MARCH 23 - 10 a.m. - Various owners represented. Location:
Farmers Grain & Ag LLC, 1257 St. Rd. 33, Willshire, OH. Trac-
tors, combines, heads & carts, harvest equip., Grain carts, wag-
ons, trucks, trailers, pickups, construction, manure equipment,
livestock equipment, hay equipment, planters, no-till drills, spray-
ers, NH3 bars, farm related, miscellaneous, mowers & ATVs,
toys, native lumber. Questions, call: Farmers Grain & Ag, LLC,
419-495-2338. Auction managers: Ritter Cox, 800-451-2709,
260-609-3306 & Tim Kreider, 260-413-8008. Schrader Real
Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 260-244-7606, 800-451-2709,
SchraderAuction.com.

MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of San-
dra McCay and others, seller. 2007 Dodge Caliber SXT sedan,
1999 Ford F250 with dump bed, 2013 12’ utility trailer, primitives,
Turn of the Century cast iron riding horse, quilts, large qty. of
crocks, antique furniture, Fenton, Carnival and other glassware.
Preview: March 21, March 28 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 816 S. 11th
Street, Decatur, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com,
260-824-3006.

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING APRIL 4 STARTING AT 6 p.m.
EST - Joann Groves, Anita Miller & Veda Ewart POA, owner.
6 p.m.: 2,132 sf, 4 bedroom, 1 bath, partial basement, 2-car
attached garage, sitting on .4 acre city lot, South Adams Commu-
nity School, Wabash Township, Adams County. 6:30 p.m.: Furni-
ture, household items, cast iron pans, lots of collectibles, dishes,
Zippo lighters & more! Preview March 25, 5-6 p.m., 230 High
Street, Geneva. Pick up April 5, 1-5 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique Blue Bar and
Grill (Formerly Stag Bar), seller. Ongoing needs. Outstanding
collection of beer signs, neon signs, beer taps, collectibles, tools,
much more. Preview: April 4 and April 11 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
205 W. Market St., Bluffton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., http://
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

APRIL 8-APRIL 15 - (Online Only Auction) - Fort Wayne Com-
munity Schools, seller. Excess needs of FWCS Transportation
Department. Mechanic and shop equipment, shelving, computer
monitors and electronics, office furniture, parts washer, air com-
pressor, much more. Preview: April 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
6006 Ardmore Ave., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group Inc.,
260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 9 - 6 p.m. - Michael & Shelley Mossburg, owners.
Wells County Chamber of Commerce, 211 Water Street, Bluffton.
Commercial real estate & land auction. Seven tracts to be sold
in individual tracts or any combinations. Open house March 26,
5-6 p.m. or by appointment, 1600 W. Washington St., Bluffton.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.

APRIL 12-APRIL 19 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of
Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Huge jewelry and coin
auction. Seven Rolex watches, fine diamond rings, necklaces,
earrings, 14ct, 18ct and 22ct gold jewelry, sterling silver jewelry,
350+ Invicta luxury watches, coin collection. Auction preview:
April 14 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN.
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 13-APRIL 20 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of
Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Major personal property
auction. 2008 Mercedes sedan, large quantity of high-end cam-
era equipment, professional telescope, new high end his and her
golf clubs and accessories, huge qty. of power and hand tools,
modern furniture, sterling silver flatware set, Smith and Wesson
revolver, jewelers safes, much more. Auction preview: April 14
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 20 - 10 a.m. - (Live Auction) - Marc and Valerie Ham-
man, seller. 6530 S. 300 E., Hamilton, IN. Three lots adjacent to
Hamilton Lake with 2 car 26'x28’ garage. This is the perfect prop-
erty to build a new home, extra storage and parking. The Steffen
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.
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every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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FOOD SERVICE We are
looking for a Food Service
personnel to join our team. If
you enjoy cooking, managing
kitchen operations, and men-
toring team members, we
want to hear from you! For
full details, visit
www.canteenservices.com

HELOISE HINT: Avoid these
resume mistakes: Never reveal
personal info or list hobbies.
Don't overexaggerate your
qualifications or history, and
don’t fudge anything on your
resume. Keep it professional,
accurate and job-focused. Fax
Heloise @ 210-HELOISE (435-
6473).
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GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone! *

7(’/‘/(// 7ICA

soccales

ASSISTING IN:
« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison

Life Planning

« Safe Money Ideas

Dental - Vision - Hearing

' -}:?‘( oFFict 260-824-1618 + Corner of Main & Market » Bluffton, IN

Genesis

Pest Services
Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

<2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

All make:

JC

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

s &models + broken springs & cables

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- e
Home Healthcare. MHHIII NAELA
As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN
ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning
« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITTAL CONSULTATION!

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. *824-0455

Home Remodel and Repair

>7 "\Q Locally

' == Owned

l‘/Repalr Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced

Concrete « Doors

Windows - Painting

Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

Seamless
Sure-Flo’:ie:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. + Bluffton, IN » 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling
)

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

« Pole Barns
«» Grarages
« Vinly Siding
» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
» Storm Damage

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!
B Warren fl’ﬁaﬂnacy@?

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

Camelot Quto LILC

Get Cash NOW
260-307-1302

@@e %uy yunk Q]Zats

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

/,

— 824-1846
*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
+24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com ZE
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

« 1& 2 Bedrooms

= Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

- Private Entrances
- Water Included

For as Ilttle as

1 PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER

; Call
Plus The Ossian Journal
824-0224 or
Every Week! 622-4108

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Every Day!

Apr. deadline is
Tues., Mar. 26!

260824.5280 -

For those 62 + or

TDD: 7-1-1 disabled, regardless
of age.
246




DIVERSIONS

Inheritance issues and
husband'’s inappropriate ogling

Dear Annie: My parents have had
property for many, many years. This
property was to be divided among us
kids upon their death.

My father passed away, which
puts my mother in charge of every-
thing.

Recently, we found out that she
gave ALL this property to one of our
siblings.

We were always a close-knit fam-
ily, but this has caused a huge rift
among us. I know it’s “her money/
property and she is entitled to do
what she wants,” but it really hurt
us that she chose one child over her
other children. We always suspected
he was her chosen one, but now we
really know he is the chosen one.

We ALL have been there for her,
and this brother has only been there
for her since our dad passed. How do
we move past this? — Hurting Kids
in Ohio

Dear Hurting Kids: I am sorry for
your loss — both of your father and
now your inheritance. It is no sur-
prise that you feel hurt so much. I'm
not sure how close your siblings are
to each other, but maybe the brother
who inherited everything will try to
make things more equitable. [ would
suggest having a family get-together,
mother included, and discuss the sit-
uation as calmly as possible. Remind
everyone that family is more impor-
tant than possessions.

Dear Annie: My husband and I are
in our mid-60s and have been mar-
ried for almost 50 years. We married
and started our family very early in
life. My problem, I'm sure, is shared
by many women my age. My hus-
band can’t stop ogling other women

in public. He is
always secretly
looking up the
sexually dressed
women and vid-
€0s.

I have told
him many times
how that hurts
me. He says he’s
sorry, but then
later his behav-
ior rears its ugly
head again.

He also is
very friendly
with females in public. He says he’s
just being nice. I’ve gotten so that
I don’t want to go to public places
with him. I love him, but I don’t like
how he disrespects me as his wife
and especially as a woman. I can’t
compete with what’s out there, nor
do I want to. — Disrespected Wife

Dear Disrespected Wife: Your
husband is acting like a louse. You
should keep talking to him about
how disrespected you feel he is being
to you and to the women who he is
ogling in public. If he continues to
ignore your requests, it is time to
seek the help of a professional mar-
riage counselor.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidelity,
communication and reconciliation
— 1is available as a paperback and
e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane
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Answer

By Dr. Billy ¥
Graham {

Question: I've heard
that “home” is an insti-
tution. It sounds kind of
stuffy.— 1.H.

Answer: God is the
Creator of the universe.
He set the boundaries
for the oceans. He made
the great sun and set it
in the center of the solar
system to hold it togeth-
er. If it were not for the

to pieces. Home life
is being assaulted.
Many couples are
fearful lest their mar-
riages break someday.
Family tensions threaten
relationships. What can
we do?

The Bible tells us that
the institution of home
and family predates
government and even
the church. Almighty
God created the home
that flows from His love

God should be center
of every home

insurance policy that
can guarantee the unity
of our homes and that is
making Jesus Christ the
Head and centering it on
His precious Word. The
Bible instructs parents
to teach their children
His truth “when you sit
in your house, when you
walk by the way, when
you lie down, and when
you rise up” (Deuter-
onomy 6:7, NKJV). In

©2024 Bil Keane, Inc.
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Easter Walk

Southern Wells Com-
munity Church held its
annual Easter Walk Sun-
day evening, portraying
scenes from Holy Week.
At lerft, Gary McFadden,
as the Apostle John,
promises to comfort the
mother of Jesus, played
by Rhonda McFarren,
after the death of Christ
on the cross. Below,
Deena McClure, playing
a resident of Jerusa-
lem, talks about Peter’s
denial. (Photos by Chet
Baumgartner)

Purple Ohio? Vote this year could decide it

By JULIE CARR
SMYTH and CHRIS-
TINE FERNANDO
Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio
(AP) — It’s been nearly four
decades since liberal-lean-
ing justices held a majority
on Ohio’s supreme court.

Democrats hope this is
the year that changes, in a
campaign that will begin to
take shape with Tuesday’s
primary. They’ll be choos-
ing a candidate to compete
for an open seat on a court
that will be at the center of
fights over redistricting,
public education, health
care, environmental issues
and criminal justice.

But it’s abortion that
Democrats hope will be a
game-changer in a state that
has swung from centrist to
reliably Republican over
the past decade. The Ohio
Supreme Court is expect-
ed to shape how a voter-
approved constitutional
amendment that enshrined
reproductive rights in the
state constitution will be
implemented.

“I don’t think it’s an
overstatement to say repro-
ductive freedom and abor-
tion access is at stake in this
state supreme court race,”
said Kellie Copeland, exec-
utive director of Pro-Choice
Ohio.

It will be a consequen-
tial year for state supreme
court seats around the coun-
try, with 80 of them on the
ballot in 33 states. Ohio is
among only a few states
where it’s possible for vot-

ers to flip partisan control
of their supreme court, and
already activists and the
major parties are bracing
for an intense and expensive
campaign.

Democrats will be
defending two seats on the
Ohio court this year, while a
third is open. Only the open
seat, where two Democrats
are campaigning for the
right to face a Republican
judge in November, has a
competitive primary.

They would have to win
all three races in the fall to
flip the court’s 4-3 major-
ity. That’s a tall task in a
state where Republicans
hold every statewide office,
supermajorities in the Legis-
lature and twice voted con-
vincingly for Donald Trump
for president.

But Ohio Democrats see
a possible path to crack-
ing the Republican Party’s
longstanding lock on all
three branches of state gov-
ernment. In November, the
amendment enshrining an
individual’s right to make
reproductive health-care
decisions — including on
abortion, miscarriage care,
contraception and IVF —
won with 57% support.

“Voters may not real-
ize that even if they pass
this amendment for abor-
tion rights, these fights
over existing abortion laws
are all still ongoing in the
court system, and the Ohio
Supreme Court holds power
in interpreting the amend-
ment how they see fit,” said
Jessie Hill, a law professor
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at Case Western Reserve
University School of Law
in Cleveland who consulted
for advocates of the amend-
ment, known as Issue 1.
“That is a huge amount of
power.”

Aaron Baer, president
of the Center for Christian
Virtue in Ohio, said the par-
tisan makeup of the court
will largely determine how
the amendment gets imple-
mented.

“We just passed an
amendment that says we’re
not going to be able to have
abortion restrictions prior to
viability,” said Baer, who
served on the board for Pro-
tect Women Ohio, the Issue
1 opposition campaign.
“But are you going to see
judges take this amendment
and try to jam a California
agenda onto Ohioans?”

State supreme court races
across the country have
become increasingly costly
in recent years. During a
Wisconsin Supreme Court
race last year, spending
topped $42 million, nearly
triple the previous record for
any state supreme court con-
test. A Democratic-backed
Milwaukee judge won that
race, giving liberals control
of the court with the fate of
the state’s abortion ban on
the line.

Former Ohio Democratic
Party Chair David Pepper
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said the party’s success in
Wisconsin is bolstering its
hopes in court races across
the nation — particularly in
Ohio, where party control is
in play.

“I used to have to beg
people nationally to under-
stand why these supreme
court races mattered,” he
said. “After Wisconsin,
these are no longer some
hidden, low-interest cam-
paigns.”

He said the races began
to gain greater attention
after the 2022 U.S. Supreme
Court decision that ended
the constitutional right to
abortion, turning the issue
back to the states.

In Michigan, where
Democrats hold a 4-3 court
majority, one Democrat
and one Republican incum-
bent are up for election this
year, though without party
labels. The minimum wage
and clean energy goals are
among the central issues
there.

In Ohio, Republicans
have controlled a majority
on the state Supreme Court
since 1986. The court has
served as final arbiter on
disputed laws passed by
GOP supermajorities in the
Legislature and signed by
Republican governors, as
well as on decisions of the
Republican-controlled redis-
tricting commission.
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Wells Court Docket

Rafael Jose, 24, Bluffton; Sentenced to 365 days at the
Wells County Jail with all but six days suspended. Jose pled
guilty to one count of theft, a Class A misdemeanor. Jose is
also ordered to serve 359 days of probation and pay court
costs and filing fees in the amount $549.

Lee Mack Breedlove, 33, Bluffton; Sentenced to 365
days at the Wells County Jail with all but 180 days suspend-
ed. Breedlove plead guilty to one count domestic battery in
violation of a protection order, a Level 6 felony. One count
of invasion of privacy - violates protective order, was dis-
missed as part of a plea agreement. Breedlove is also ordered
to serve one year of probation and pay court costs and filing

fees in the amount of $239.

Breedlove was also scheduled for a sentencing hearing
in an additional case. In May, Breedlove was charged with
domestic battery committed in the presence of a child less
than 16 years old, domestic battery on a person less than 14
yers old, and strangulation, all Level 6 felonies. An order of
dismissal was filed last week on Monday.

Joshua Michael Saraceno, 36, Bluffton; Sentenced to 545
days in the Indiana Department of Corrections with all but
180 days suspended with 164 days of jail credit. Saraceno
pled guilty to one count of possession of a narcotic, a Level
6 felony. He is also required to serve 330 days of probation
and pay court costs and filing fees in the amount of $939.

State report: Maine
could have taken
guns from shooter
who killed 18 people

By PATRICK WHITTLE,
STEVE LeBLANC and
NICK PERRY
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine
(AP) — Law enforcement
should have seized a man’s
guns and put him in protec-
tive custody weeks before
he committed Maine’s dead-
liest mass shooting, a report
found Friday.

An independent commis-
sion has been reviewing the
events that led up to Army
reservist Robert Card killing
18 people at a bowling alley
and a bar in Lewiston on
Oct. 25, as well as the sub-
sequent response.

The commission criti-
cized Sgt. Aaron Skolfield,
who responded to a report
five weeks before the shoot-
ing that Card was suffering
from some sort of mental
health crisis after he’d previ-
ously assaulted a friend and
threatened to shoot up the
Saco Armory.

The commission found
Skolfield, of the Sagadahoc
County Sheriff’s Office,
should have realized he
had probable cause to start
a so-called “yellow flag”
process, which allows a
judge to temporarily remove
somebody’s guns during a
psychiatric health crisis.

Leroy Walker, whose
son Joseph was killed in
the shootings, said the
commission’s finding that
the yellow flag law could
have been implemented but
wasn’t reflected what vic-
tims’ families have known
all along.

“The commission said
it straight out — that they
could have done it, should
have done it,” said Walker,
an Auburn City Council
member. “What something
like this really does is it
brings up everything ... It
just breaks the heart all over
again.”

Maine State Police and
the sheriff’s office did not
immediately respond to calls
seeking comment.

Commission Chair Dan-
iel Wathen said their work
wasn’t finished and that the
interim report was intended
to provide policymakers
and law enforcement with
key information they had
learned.

“Nothing we do can ever
change what happened on
that terrible day, but know-
ing the facts can help pro-
vide the answers that the
victims, their families, and
the people of Maine need
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and deserve,” Wathen said
in a statement.

Ben Gideon, an attor-
ney representing the vic-
tims, said he felt the report
focused heavily on the
actions of the sheriff’s office
while ignoring the broader
issue of access to guns by
potentially dangerous peo-
ple in the state. Elizabeth
Seal, whose husband Joshua
was killed in the shootings,
said she felt the focus of the
report was “narrow.”

“I’'m in agreement with
the committee’s findings
as far as they go, and I do
think it’s a legitimate point
that the Sagadahoc Sher-
iff’s Office could have done
more to intervene,” Gideon
said. “I was a little disap-
pointed that the committee
didn’t take a wider view of
the issues that start as far
back as May.”

He also said he hoped
the report would make the
shooter’s health records
available to victims and the
public, which it did not.

Led by a former chief
justice of Maine’s highest
court, the commission also
included a former U.S. attor-
ney and the former chief
forensic psychologist for the
state. It was assembled by
Democratic Gov. Janet Mills
and Attorney General Aaron
Frey.

It has held seven sessions
starting in November, hear-
ing from law enforcement,
survivors and victims’ fam-
ily members and members
of the U.S. Army Reserve as
it explored whether anything
could have been done.
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