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Pregnant woman receives jail time on drug charges

By SYDNEY KENT

A mother of a newborn will
spend the next year in jail after she
tested positive for drugs during her
pregnancy. She was on probation
at the time of the violation.

Riley Paige Schorey, 28, Bluff-
ton, appeared in the Wells Circuit
Court for the tear-filled hearing on
Wednesday morning. In April of
2021, Schorey was sentenced to
four years in the Indiana Depart-
ment of Corrections for possession
of a narcotic, a Level 5 felony.

According to a probable cause
affidavit, the conviction stems
from an incident in October 2020
at the Wells County Jail. A jail
confinement officer reportedly
spotted a small, clear plastic bag
with white powder inside the cell
where Schorey was sleeping. The
substance later tested positive for
fentanyl.

Schorey was incarcerated on
drug-related charges at the time
after she passed out in her vehicle
at the Wabash Street Pak-A-Sak

several months earlier. A deputy
ordered a toxicology test when he
noticed that she appeared lethar-
gic. The results showed Schorey’s
blood was positive for fentanyl,
methadone, amphetamine, meth-
amphetamine, and THC.

Multiple people petitioned the
court for leniency and a chance at
recovery at sentencing for Scho-
rey.

In a letter dated Feb. 27, 2021,
Schorey’s mother told the court
that her past and present criminal

history was due to the disease of
addiction. She also stated that she
and Schorey’s father were incar-
cerated at the time of her first
offense — and many years after.

“Riley had little guidance and
few positive role models to teach
her life skills,” her mother wrote.
“I know firsthand the great dis-
tance between self-hatred and for-
giveness. Addressing the issues
that create such strong addictive
patterns is paramount to her recov-
ery.”

The director for Kick the
Addiction also wrote to the court
to request that Schorey be placed
at a recovery home in Indianapo-
lis.

Finally, Schorey herself wrote
a three-page letter to Judge Ken-
ton Kiracofe begging for the court
to “save her from herself” and to
show mercy. She advised that she
still had a chance to be a part of
her son’s life at the time. Her son
was not referenced in the hearing

(Continued on Page 2)

Cook, Talk, Taste

Wells County Public
Library hosted this
month’s Cook Talk Taste
event on Tuesday. Lemon
Meringue pastries were
the main attraction on
the menu. Above, Vir-
ginia Ostrander, left, and
Barbara Irwin enjoy the
snacks. At right, Brenda
Barkdull serves up her
pastry and Lynn Elliott
decides what she would
like. (Photos by Jonathan
Snyder)

Tornadoes Kill 3, leave trails
of destruction in central U.S.

By JOSHUA A. BICKEL
and JOHN SEEWER
Associated Press

LAKEVIEW, Ohio (AP) — Blaine
Schmidt sifted through the broken glass and
splintered wood throughout his Ohio home
Friday, salvaging a guitar and a bundle of
diapers.

His couch and a crib had been ripped
apart by one of many tornadoes that tore
through the central U.S., killing three people
and injuring dozens more. The storm peeled
open his living room wall, but at least the
house was standing. The one next door was
flattened.

“I'm lucky to be alive,” Schmidt said
hours after he and his roommate took shel-
ter in a bathtub, using the shower curtain to
protect them from flying window glass.

Thursday night’s storms left trails of
destruction across parts of Ohio, Kentucky,
Indiana and Arkansas. About 40 people
were injured and dozens of homes were
damaged in one Indiana community. Torna-
does were also reported in Illinois and Mis-
souri.

The Indian Lake area in Ohio’s Logan
County was one of the hardest hit. Three
people died in the county northwest of
Columbus, said Sheriff Randy Dodds.

Much of the damage was in the villages
of Russells Point and Lakeview, where
Schmidt lives. The villages are dotted with
cottages owned by people who come for
fishing and boating.

Search crews and cadaver dogs didn’t
find any more victims Friday after going
into neighborhoods that had been blocked

by gas leaks and fallen trees overnight,
Dodds said.

“When you see this damage, you’ll be
surprised it was only three,” the sheriff said.

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, who assessed
the damage and met with residents, said
it was fortunate the storm did not hit on a
summer weekend.

Sandy Smith took shelter with her family
in a laundry room of their Lakeview home
after hearing the storm sirens. Seconds later,
they heard debris batter the house. Her hus-
band watched the garage blow away.

She went upstairs to rescue their cat who
was trapped under a bookshelf. As soon she
came back down, the roof collapsed.

A campground, an RV park and a laun-
dromat were among the many businesses
damaged. The storm produced fires in some
spots and draped power lines through home
windows, said Amber Fagan, president of
the local chamber of commerce.

About 25 people were treated for most-
ly broken bones and internal injuries at the
nearest hospital in Bellefontaine, said Laura
Miller, a spokesperson for Mary Rutan Hos-
pital.

About a half-dozen residents in Lakev-
iew who were interviewed by The Associ-
ated Press said they heard tornado sirens 10
minutes before the storm hit, after they went
off earlier.

Weather officials were assessing damage
and confirming the tornadoes, counting at
least five that touched down in Ohio alone.

In Indiana, a tornado injured 38 people
in Winchester, where the mayor said some

(Continued on Page 3)

‘Message received’ on call
for housing task force;
Indiana slips in affordability

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

In light of a new report finding Indiana’s
housing affordability worsened over the
last year, a group of advocates on Thursday
called on Gov. Eric Holcomb to establish
a dedicated task force, saying lawmakers
haven’t done enough to solve the state’s
housing crisis.

An analysis from Prosperity Indiana and
the National Low Income Housing Coali-
tion found that the Hoosier State now ranks
slightly below the national average for its
affordable housing supply. In terms of the
housing cost burden for extremely low-
income renter households, Indiana is now
tenth-worst in the nation.

“The supply of affordable rental hous-
ing for extremely low-income households
remains deeply inadequate nationwide and
specifically here in Indiana,” said Aspen
Clemons, the executive director of Prosper-
ity Indiana. ... We often hear that Indiana
is an affordable place to live. The data con-
tained in today’s report reveals that — for
a growing number of Hoosiers, particularly
extremely low-income Hoosier households,
aging Hoosiers, Black Hoosiers and brown
Hoosiers — this claim is simply untrue.”

In response, the Hoosier Housing Needs
Coalition called on Holcomb to establish
a task force in the vein of his public health
commission, which advanced a significant
measure to increase state funding for local
public health efforts. The group acknowl-
edged efforts by Holcomb in the past,
including a veto on a controversial measure

and support during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic but said more work was needed.

In response, Holcomb highlighted recent
legislative efforts and noted that roughly
one-third of requests for state READI fund-
ing were housing related.

“But message received by those folks
because we do find ourselves in a global
environment. Certainly in our nation, where
mortgage rates are high, people are holding
onto their homes because they don’t want to
fall into a higher mortgage rate which puts
pressure on the system,” Holcomb said dur-
ing an unrelated press availability later that
day. “But here in Indiana, we have done a
lot to make sure that local communities,
homebuyers — whether you’re renting or
owning — have some assistance where eli-
gible.”

The report

Roughly 210,000 Hoosiers qualify
as extremely low income, meaning their
incomes fall below the poverty level or
below 30% of their area median income,
whichever is greater. But that group, which
grew from the 2023 report, only has access
to 70,000 affordable and available housing
units, a decrease from the previous year.

For every 100 low-income households,
there are roughly 34 units available. Addi-
tionally, 76% of these families are “severely
house cost burdened.”

“What this means is that they spend more
than 50% of their income on housing, leav-
ing very little leftover for food, health care
and other basic necessities for life,” said

(Continued on Page 2)

Higher education officials
weigh in on new state laws

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

State lawmakers approved a slew of new
laws affecting Indiana’s colleges and uni-
versities during the 2024 legislative session
— but questions remain about how some of
those measures will be implemented.

The newest provisions — including sev-
eral dealing with hot-button issues — were
outlined during the Indiana Commission for
Higher Education’s meeting on Thursday.

Among those are laws to affect tenure
and promotion requirements for college
faculty, reform high school diploma require-
ments and expand scholarships and work-
based learning opportunities for students.

It’s still not clear if Gov. Eric Holcomb
will sign into law a debated bill to define
and ban antisemitism on Indiana’s college
campuses, though.

“This was an eventful session. I know in
January I had thought — and I think we’d
been told — that this would not be that
eventful,” said Josh Garrison, senior asso-
ciate commissioner. “But I think going for-
ward, we will see — as higher education
and K-12 and the workforce ... as the lines
are blurred — there will be more emphasis
on the work that we do.”

Here’s a look at major bills discussed at
Thursday’s meeting:

Senate Enrolled Act 202

Senate Enrolled Act 202, one of this
year’s most debated higher education bills
— was touted by GOP lawmakers as a way
to increase “intellectual diversity” in pub-
licly funded college classrooms.

Although faculty and students over-
whelmingly contended the proposal would
micromanage their institutions and have a
“chilling effect” on free expression, the gov-
ernor signed the bill into law on Wednesday.

Included are changes to institutions’
diversity-oriented positions and their poli-
cies for tenure, contract renewals, perfor-
mance reviews and more. It also establishes
new reporting and survey requirements
based on “free inquiry, free expression, and
intellectual diversity.”

Garrison noted that, as part of Senate
Enrolled Act 202, Indiana “is one of the few
states” that now requires boards of trustees
to establish diversity committees on our
campuses.

Under the new law, those diversity com-
mittees must make recommendations pro-
moting recruitment and retention of “under-

(Continued on Page 2)
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Drug charges

Continued from Page 1)

on Wednesday. Schorey also referred
to her battle with addiction as “life or
death” in the letter.

As a part of her original four-year
sentence, Schorey was recommended
for Purposeful Incarceration, a pro-
gram that reduces an offender’s sen-
tence upon completion of a substance
abuse treatment program.

The program proved to be tempo-
rarily successful for Schorey. In Octo-
ber of 2022, her sentence was modified
to suspend 563 days due to her prog-
ress. She was released and required to
report to probation the following week.

Less than six months later in May
2023, a petition to revoke the modified
sentence was filed due to a failed drug
test. Schorey immediately placed her-
self into an intensive inpatient recovery
program. She again wrote to Kiracofe to
request that he recall the warrant as she
sought help. The request was granted.

Approximately five months later,
Schorey failed a drug screen again. She
was in her third trimester of pregnancy
at the time.

At a hearing to potentially revoke
the suspended time last November, the
judge, prosecutor, and public defender
all emphasized concern for Schorey’s
unborn child. Schorey’s public defend-
er, Cory Spreen, requested home deten-
tion due to her high risk pregnancy.

“There are two people we’re dealing
with here,” Prosecutor Colin Andrews
said. “I ask the court to impose some of
the strictest conditions it has in a case
like this — simply because of the health
risk to Miss Schorey and the child.”

sobbed in her seat.

“Miss Schorey, look at me,” Kira-
cofe said firmly. “I am going to grant
the request with certain conditions
here. If I have to make sure this child
is born without substances in their sys-
tem, I will put you in jail and you will
have the child in jail.”

Kiracofe informed Schorey that the
Department of Child Services could
remove the child from her care should
they be born with drugs in their sys-
tem. Kiracofe also emphasized that
Vicki Kale with Wells County Proba-
tion “stuck her neck out” for Schorey.

Schorey was immediately released
on home detention to complete her
pregnancy outside of incarceration.

Several months later, a warrant for
Schorey’s arrest was filed due to a
failed drug screen, as well as failure to
comply with Community Corrections.

During the hearing, Schorey
claimed to have not known that she
was using methamphetamine and that
she had “gone out and got a pill” to
deal with the pain.

“It wasn’t that I went out and used to
get high,” Schorey said through tears. “I
know it ultimately doesn’t matter. I was
not breastfeeding my baby when that
was happening though, I would never
do that. I ask that you give me mercy
because I want to be a mom again.”

Prosecutor Colin Andrews asked
Kale a series of questions to confirm
that she had expressed concerns with
Suboxone in her infant’s system while
breastfeeding. Kale confirmed.

“So — big concerns for her and the
baby,” Andrews reiterated. “What can

Kale’s outlook was a stark contrast
from Schorey’s previous hearing as
she detailed the long list of inpatient
and outpatient services that had been
attempted throughout Schorey’s time
in the criminal justice system.

“I feel like we have been through
the gambit,” Kale stated. “I believe
we have utilized the services we have
available.”

Kale requested that Schorey not be
placed on probation. With this, the state
requested a period of incarceration.

“It is heartbreaking that we have to
do these things,” Andrews said. “But |
don’t know what else we can do. I will
defer to the court as far as the length of
the sentence.”

“I’m not sure what other options are
left but to decide how much time Miss
Schorey has left to serve before she tries
to be a mom again,” Cory Spreen, Scho-
rey’s public defender, said. “Although
we’re here for the bad reasons, over the
months I’ve been working with Riley
she’s made substantial progress.”

“I’'m sympathetic to the child you
have,” Kiracofe said before he issued
his ruling. “But it cuts both ways. |
told you in November, you were using
at that time and I was concerned about
the health of this child. I can’t ignore
you are on probation for possession of
a narcotic, a level 5 felony.”

Kiracofe advised Schorey to take
advantage of resources through the
Department of Child Services follow-
ing her release from incarceration.

“That child will need you when you
get out,” Kiracofe concluded. “Hope-
fully you’re there for that child.”

Schorey covered her face and

Housing task force

(Continued from Page 1)
Clemons.

The national average for
the number of units avail-
able per 100 families is
33.89, above the state’s rate
of 33.57 homes. Andrew
Bradley, Prosperity Indi-
ana’s Policy Director, notes
that traditionally expensive
states — including Hawaii,
New York and Massachu-
setts — now rank higher
than Indiana for afford-
ability. Every Midwest
state, with the exception of
Nebraska, has a better rate
when it comes to affordable
and available housing for
vulnerable renters.

“This report confirms
what Indiana’s housing
advocates have been say-
ing for years: that the state’s
largest housing gaps and
cost burdens are borne by
the lowest-income Hoosier
renters, who make up the
most vulnerable populations
in the state,” Bradley said.

He noted that one-third

Higher education

(Continued from Page 1)
represented” students rather
than the “minority students”
specified in current law.

But the commission is
not releasing guidance on
how Hoosier colleges and
universities should handle
the process, Garrison said.
Rather, state institutions are
given “autonomy to decide
how it works best.”

In addition, since many
of them already have a
review process of getting
there for other faculty. It’s
going to be handled differ-
ently at each institution.”

Other higher education
bills:

House Enrolled Act 1042:
The Transition to Teaching
Scholarship was created dur-
ing the 2023 legislative ses-
sion. One-hundred recipients
were selected for the inau-
gural year of the $10,000
scholarship. House Enrolled
Act 1042 will allow CHE to
use the remaining balance of
the Next Generation Hoosier
Educators Scholarship fund
to award additional Transi-
tion to Teaching Scholar-
ships. New eligibility guide-
lines stipulate that applicants
must have a household
income of $100,000 or less.

House Enrolled Act
1243: As part of Indiana’s
ongoing push to increase
work-based learning oppor-
tunities, the State Board of
Education will be required
to establish a new diploma
to start with current seventh
graders. Students who grad-
uate after Jan. 1, 2029, will
additionally have to com-
plete a computer science
course.

Senate Enrolled Act 270:
Included in the new law is
a requirement for the com-
mission to study and make
recommendations for Ivy
Tech Community College
to award bachelor’s degrees
and Vincennes University

probation do for her now?”

sydney@news-banner.com

of extremely low-income
households were in the
workforce and another 28%
were elderly. An additional
22% were disabled. In total,
71% worked more than part
time. Extremely low-income
renters were also dispropor-
tionately likely to be Hoo-
siers of color.

Additional speakers at
the Thursday event includ-
ed: Kim Irwin, of Health by
Design and the Indiana Public
Health Association; Chelsea
Haring-Cozzi, of the Coali-
tion of Homelessness Inter-
vention and Prevention; Der-
ris “Dee” Ross, of the Ross
Foundation; Tirish Jacobs, a
graduate of the St. Vincent de
Paul’s Changing Lives For-
ever; Lauren Murfee, of the
Community Action Poverty
Institute; and Alexander Min-
gus, of the Indiana Catholic
Conference.

Several other non-profit
organizations demonstrated
their support at the event,
including AARP Indiana and

United Way.

Advocates decry State-
house ‘inaction’

Bradley acknowledged
that the General Assembly
previously convened its own
housing task force, even
granting the Hoosier Hous-
ing Needs Coalition “a seat
at the table.”

But he said, “that task
force has not resulted in leg-
islation to reduce the gap in
affordable housing. In fact,
the signature piece of leg-
islation ... ultimately cre-
ated a housing infrastructure
revolving fund that is exclu-
sively designed to subsidize
already profitable market
rate developments.”

House Enrolled Act
1005, enacted in the 2023
session, places an empha-
sis on areas with less than
50,000 residents, deprioritiz-
ing areas like Indianapolis,
and spends $75 million over
two years.

Bradley additionally
pointed to this year’s failure

to offer additional programs
that lead to a bachelor’s
degree.

House Enrolled Act
1179: Language approved
by the General Assembly
prohibits higher education
institutions from using state
funds to “engage,” “con-
tract with,” or “support” any
foreign “sources” located
in foreign adversaries, like
China, Iran, North Korea or
Russia. It also allows Indi-
ana’s attorney general to sue
state higher education insti-
tutions that fail to report any
contracts of value with or
gifts from such sources and
requires CHE to create and
maintain a website for the
public to access information
about disclosed gifts and
contracts.

Garrison said the new
law also codifies tenure in
Indiana code for the first
time. It further outlines pro-
tections for professors to be
able to “dissent, engage in
political activity and other

Wells Co. SWCD

117 W. Harvest Rd. | Bluffton, IN 46714

3 Gallon Root Force Container Trees: Norway
Spruce, Pagoda Dogwood, Red Maple, Red Oak,
River Birch, Tulip Poplar. Shrubs: American Black

Currant, Lead Plant, Indigo Bush, Red Osier
Dogwood, Smooth Hydrangea

items” that were not in state
law already.

Senate Enrolled Act 202
requires a five-year review
process for Hoosier educa-
tion institutions, as well.
Even so, “many of our insti-
tutions already have some
level of review for tenure
of faculty members,” Garri-
son said, “so this just puts a
timeline on all of those.”

The law additionally
requires institutions to estab-
lish complaint procedures
in which school students
and staff can accuse faculty
members and contractors of
not meeting free-expression
criteria.

Institutions will have
to refer those complaints
to human resource profes-
sionals and supervisors “for
consideration in employee
reviews and tenure and pro-
motion decisions,” accord-
ing to the law. In “limited
circumstances,” complaints
could be advanced to the
commission, Garrison said.

SALE

TREE/
SHRUB

Orders Due: April 5; Pick Up Day: April 11

FISH

Redear Sunfish, Lg Mouth Bass,
Bluegill, Hybrid Bluegill, Channel
Catfish, Jumbo Bullfrog Tadpoles,

Koi, Fathead Minnows, Triploid Grass
Carp, Black Crappie & Fish Food

Orders Due: April 10; Pick Up Day: April 16

See our Website for order form! Wellscountyswcd.org

of Senate Bill 277, which
would have substantially
changed the balance of power
in Indiana’s landlord-friendly
laws by allowing tenants
to pay rent into an escrow
account when landlords fail
to make essential repairs.

“The legislature has not
yet found the will to move
forward with solutions on
their own, even while Indi-
ana’s housing crisis has
grown,” Bradley said.

Priorities for such a body
would include aligning
existing housing resources
at state and local levels and
clearing up confusion about
code enforcement when it
comes to health and safety
in housing.

LOCAL/NATION

Weather

Saturday, March 16, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:03 p.m. Friday)
High: 58; Low: 43; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 6.94
feet at 8:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Today: Sunny, with a B
high near 61. Breezy, with Q D
a southwest wind 10 to 15 >
mph increasing to 20 to 25 \
mph in the afternoon. Winds ﬁ@b
could gust as high as 35
mph.
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 33. West
wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 42. West wind
around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 27.
Northwest wind around 10
mph. '
Monday: A 20% chance ’%
Monday Night: Partly
cloudy, with a low around
25.
Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 49. Breezy.
Tuesday Night: Partly
a high near 48.
Wednesday Night: Part-
ly cloudy, with a low around
32.
Thursday: A 20% chance of showers. Mostly sunny,

of snow showers before 2
p-m. Partly sunny, with a
cloudy, with a low around
28.

high near 35.
Wednesday: Sunny, with

with a high near 55.

Thursday Night: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 39.

Friday: A chance of showers. Partly sunny, with a high
near 53.

BALANCE HAS ITS

BENEFITS

MANGE YOUR INVESTMENT RISKS THROUGH DIVERSIFICATION
When the market fluctuates, a diversified* portfolio may help smooth out the affects that
can impact differing investment classes. By developing customized solutions that address your
needs and concerns, | can help balance the risks of investing through asset allocation. Please
call me today for a no-obligation consultation. :

Individual solutions from independent advisors.
* Diversification and asset allocation do not ensure a profit or guarantee against loss.

RAYMOND JAMES

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC

Kim Gentis - Financial Advisor

Financial Advisor Wealth Management Specialist
(260)824-8070 - kim.gentis@raymondjames.com
1245 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN 46714

Investment Advisory Services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

Stillwater

Here for you.

Stillwater Hospice is a nonprofit,
local organization dedicated to
serving you and your family through
hospice and grief support services.
Learning more about how you or your

family could benefit from our compassionate
services is just a phone call away.

(800) 288-4111 - stillwater-hospice.org

SERVING PATIENTS IN 12 NORTHEAST INDIANA COUNTIES.
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Local Roundup

Solid Waste District board

will meet Monday afternoon

The board of the Wells County Solid
Waste District will meet at 4 p.m. Monday,
March 18, in Room 105, the multi-purpose
room on the lower level of the Wells Carn-
egie Government Annex, 223 W. Washing-
ton St.

County Drainage Board will

meet Monday afternoon

The Wells County Drainage Board
will meet at 4:30 p.m. Monday, March
18, in Room 105, the multi-purpose room
on the lower level of the Wells Carnegie
Government Annex, 223 W. Washington
St.

Topics on the agenda include:

* Tile replace on Ferguson Prong 4 Drain
in Jefferson Township.

* Project updates and miscellaneous mat-
ters.

County Commissioners will
meet Monday evening

The Wells County Commissioners will
meet at 5 p.m. Monday, March 18, in Room
105, the multi-purpose room on the lower
level of the Wells Carnegie Government
Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include:

* An update regarding Economic Devel-
opment.

e Department updates from Highway
Supervisor Shawn Bonar and Sheriff Scott
Holliday.

* A funding request for the Wells County
Master Plan from Economic Development
Executive Director Chad Kline.

* A proposal for Economic Development
advisory assistance.

 Confirmation of a public health officer
appointment.

¢ Consideration of an ordinance amend-
ment for the Wells County Zoning Ordi-
nance and Zone Maps.

* Appointment to the Community Cor-
rections board .

¢ Right-of-way or utility agreements.

Bluffton-Harrison school

board will meet Monday

The board of the Bluffton-Harrison Met-
ropolitan School District will meet at 6 p.m.
Monday, March 18, in the school district’s
administration building at 803 E. Harrison
St. in Bluffton.

Topics on the agenda include:

* Financial and personnel matters.

e Reports from the assistant superinten-
dent and superintendent.

* Bluffton High School Indiana College
Core report

* Approval of the 2024 graduation date

e Updates regarding the high school
building envelope project and athletic facil-
ity needs.

Bluffton Board of Works to

meet Tuesday afternoon

The Bluffton Board of Public Works
and Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tues-
day, March 19, in the meeting room on
the first floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market
St.

Police Notebook

Friday, 1:30 a.m., S.R. 1 and East
300 North. Driver cited for driving
while suspended.

Friday, 3:29 a.m., Valley Park Apart-
ments. Caller reported a man hit him on
the head with a hammer before he shut
the door. Officer found no evidence of
the battery, however, caller was heavily
intoxicated. Officers will follow up.

Friday, 4:20 a.m., West Washington
and South Oak streets. Officer trans-
ported driver to gas station for gas;
vehicle was dead upon return. Officer
jumped vehicle for the driver.

Friday, 5:26 a.m., North Main and

INCIDENTS

City:

Thursday, 5:33 p.m., 500 block of
Cottonwood Court. Report of a civil
issue with living situation.

Thursday, 9:42 p.m., 200 block of
East Townley Street. Report of a large
tree limb that fell on callers house caus-
ing damage.

Thursday, 9:45 p.m., Walmart. Call-
er reported people were “in relations”
in the back of a vehicle. Officer noted
they were still relating to one another
in the back seat as he arrived and told
them that Walmart doesn’t want them to
get to know each other like that in their
parking lot. They understood and left.

East

Bluffton Common Council
will meet Tuesday evening

The Bluffton Common Council will
meet at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 19, in the
Council Chambers on the second floor of
City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Southern Wells school

board will meet Tuesday

The board of the Southern Wells Com-
munity Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day, March 19, in the high school media
center of the SWCS campus.

Topics on the agenda include:

¢ Spotlight on Raider success.

* Financial and personnel matters.

* Consideration of a bus purchase.

¢ Fundraiser, field trip and conference
requests.

e Superintendent information.

Wells County BZA will

meet Tuesday evening

The Wells County Board of Zoning
Appeals will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March
19, in Room 214 on the ground floor of the
Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W.
Washington St. in Bluffton.

Topics on the agenda include:

* A request from AMZ Rentals Inc. for a
reduced rear yard setback from 5 ft. to 4 ft.
for a building addition at 702 W. Washing-
ton St. in Bluffton.

e A variance request from Scott and
Dayle Mentzer to increase the size allow-
ance of a residential accessory structure
from 1500 sq. ft. to 2432 sq. ft. for a garage
including an attached porch at 628 E. South
St. in Bluffton. The property is zoned R-1.

e A variance request from Neu-Hope
Dairy Inc. to the front yard setback from 60
ft. to 44 ft. for a 16 ft. barn addition at 673
South 500 East in Bluffton.

County Election Board will

meet Thursday morning

The Wells County Election Board will
meet at approximately 10 a.m. Thursday,
March 21, in the clerk’s office in the Wells
County Courthouse, 102 W. Market St. The
meeting will directly follow a routine test of
the Electronic Voting System and the Auto-
matic Tabulating Machine to determine the
accuracy of the machines.

Area Plan Commission will

meet Thursday evening

The Wells County Area Plan Commis-
sion will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, March
21, in Room 105, the multi-purpose room
on the lower level of the Wells Carnegie
Government Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include:

* A request from Solid Rock Rentals to
rezone 328 S. Union St. in Bluffton to R-3.
The property is currently zoned R-2.

¢ A rezoning request from FIT Develop-
ment LLC for an eight lot major subdivision
on a property located on County Road 300
East just south of S.R. 116. The property is
zoned R-1.

* A B-3 rezoning request from Jason
and Casandra Meyer for 10350 N. S.R. 1
in Ossian. The property is currently zoned
R-1.

Market streets. Driver cited for

expired plates.

WE HELPYOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

yers - Connie Vangelakos
i =1

L

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

&aﬁ:&ocmte&
WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY

INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE
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Destination Recreation

Yay! Spring break starts Friday, so we
went ahead and put the tennis nets up at
Washington and Lion’s Park. Both courts
are lined with Pickleball, so get out there
and enjoy some fresh air.

Speaking of Pickleball, we will have
a pre-construction meeting soon with the
contractor installing the new dedicated
courts at Lancaster Park. Stay tuned for
upcoming information on when this park
will close while a new parking lot and
pickleball courts are installed.

The Winter 100 Challenge ends next
week, and if you haven’t already picked
up your shirt and medal, you can stop by
our office on the 2nd floor of City Hall
to get them. Great job to everyone who
completed all 100 miles. If you want to
keep the momentum going, be sure to
sign up for the following walking/running
events.

The Race without a Trace Earth
Day 5 K, is scheduled for Saturday, April
20, at 9:00 a.m. at the Bluffton City Gym
(128 E Market St., Bluffton, IN). This is
a no-frills, no-fuss, inexpensive 5k run
(or walk) to celebrate Earth Day. We are
minimizing our footprint for this event
by giving away past event shirts until
they are gone. Even our awards are live
plants and trees. Register online at https://
raceroster.com/events/2024/86614/earth-
day-5k.

The 5 in 5 series will challenge you
to do five 5ks in five weeks. Join us at
7 p-m. on Tuesday nights starting June
11, for “just for fun” 5k walks or runs.
The cost is only $1 each night. There is
no official timing or awards, but this is a
great way to motivate yourself and con-
nect with other runners and walkers.

Water and snacks will be provided. If you
participate on four of the five dates, you
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By Brandy
Fiechter

can earn a FREE series
of T-shirts.

Ladies, join us for
the popular Chicks Run on Thursday,
June 20, at 7 p.m. at Pickett’s Run Park.
Enjoy a “Just for the Girls” 5K Fun Run
on Bluffton’s River Greenway. Whether
fast or slow, we run and walk for the pure
love of being active and moving with
our girlfriends. Sure, we give awards
to Speedy Chicks, but we also celebrate
those women who inspire us with their
stories, enthusiasm, and dedication!
So... Grab a friend, neighbor, co-work-
er, mother, daughter, aunt, or grandma
(dress up in fun outfits if you want — we
give prizes for that!) and join us for the
CHICKS RUN!

We are also excited to announce that
registration has opened for the 50th anni-
versary Parlor City Trot! The event
is scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 31. We
have 50th anniversary commemora-
tive awards, finisher medals, and awe-
some, high-quality event shirts. Sign
up online at https://raceroster.com/
events/2024/82437/parlor-city-trot.

We want to send a special thank you to
Kappa Kappa Kappa for their donation.
We truly appreciate the continued sup-
port they have given us and their constant
desire to uplift our community.

We also want to thank the recent
Kehoe Concert Sponsors Isaac Stoller of
Steffen Group Real Estate and Auctions
and National Oil and concert donors First
Bank of Berne, Bluffton Family Eye Care
and CJ’s Flooring. We are at the half-
way point of being funded, so there is
still time to donate to this well-attended
series.

Kids, don’t forget to turn in your col-
oring contest at the end of this month
before you head out to spring break.

Have a great week!

Tornadoes

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION
In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall - 260-824-1618

(Continued from Page 1)

130 homes and a Taco
Bell restaurant were dam-
aged or destroyed. Three
people were in critical con-
dition, but their injuries
were not life-threatening,
authorities said.

Residents, who said
they got plenty of warning
to take shelter, picked tree
branches and sheet metal
from their yards. Shingles
littered streets and fields in
the town northeast of India-
napolis.

Carey Todd, 55, said
the tornado looked like “a
bunch of black birds.”

Across from a church
that was destroyed, a hym-
nal was blown open to No.
118, “Shelter in Time of
Storm.”

Mayor Bob McCoy said
he and his wife hunkered in

Friday, 6:36 a.m., South Main and
East Spring streets. Report of broken
traffic light.

Friday, 7:24 a.m., 400 block of West
Cherry Street. Report of a vehicle in
lot, shouldn’t be on property.

Friday, 8:26 a.m., 500 block of West
Wabash Street. Subject reported some-
one else cashed her check at Kroger.

County:

Thursday, 2:54 p.m., Wells County
Jail. Warrant served to Brandon Rainey.

Thursday, 4:24 p.m., North 450 East
and East 100 North, Bluffton. Report
of an accident involving driver that had
never been licensed in the United States.

(Continued on Page 6)

FAST,

a closet.

“I’ve never heard that
sound before; I don’t want
to hear it again,” McCoy
said.

West of Winchester,
officials said as many as
half the structures in the
town of Selma, population
750, might have been dam-
aged. Only minor injuries
were reported, emergency
officials said in a news
release.

Gov. Eric Holcomb
praised first responders in
Indiana, saying: “By the
grace of God, everyone has
lived through it all.”

Storms also damaged
homes and trailers in the

Ohio River communities of
Hanover and Lamb in Indi-
ana.

In Milton, Kentucky, two
people were injured when
their car was hit by debris
from a tornado that dam-
aged as many as 100 homes
and businesses, said Trimble
County Emergency Man-
agement Director Andrew
Stark.

In Arkansas, a tornado
struck the retirement com-
munity of Hot Springs Vil-
lage, southwest of Little
Rock, but there were no
reports of fatalities or inju-
ries, according to National
Weather Service meteorolo-
gist Erik Green.

2024-2025 Kindergarten
Registration Open House

April 10, 2024 » 3:30-6:00pm
Please enter door #20. Bring Birth Certificate & Proof
of Residency. Students are encouraged to attend. Tours

will be offered. Sign up for screening held in May.

o 765-728-2121

@www.swraiders.mm

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

RELIABLE

FIBER
INTERNET

UNLIMITED DATA | UPTO I|* GBPS

SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE IN MANY AREAS.

Sign up today or get fiber-ready by signing the underground agreement.

TWN
& Communications )

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms and conditions apply. Taxes,
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. A line connection fee may be applicable. Call for details or visit
twncomm.com/terms-conditions for additional information and terms and conditions of services. Residential customers on
qualifying internet plans will receive download/upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan. A 30-day notice

833.727.5563

is required to cancel service.

Call for more details!

twncomm.com/heartland

24/7 SUPPORT

HEARTLAND
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There are more than two factors that go into the formula.

It is not just ?
the assessoi’s Saturday S Sub
fault.

If you read the account in
Wednesday’s edition of the Norwell
Community School Board’s Tuesday
evening meeting, you were told that if
you are a taxpayer in the school dis-
trict and not happy with the increase
you have seen in your 2024 tax bill,
don’t blame them. The NWCS district
rate stayed the same. “You need to
talk to the assessor about raising your
assessed value,” board member Corey Krug said.

“Our tax rate stayed the same,” superintendent Mike
Springer said. “So that didn’t raise your taxes.”

Mike and I talked about this last week as I was work-
ing on an overview of the changes in 2024 property
tax bills. We disagreed about how tax rates play into
the complicated property tax formula, but the issue
wasn’t pertinent to my analysis published last Saturday.
However, the Tuesday night discussion calls out for
further review — if for no other reason to defend an
already beleaguered assessor’s office.

First, understand that the assessor is only following
set rules. Assessments are one factor of many that go
into the process, certainly one of the most significant.
Yes, there is some room for subjectivity, and we’ve
expressed our frustrations with the inconsistencies that
result but the complex assessment process does not pro-
vide many options. Additionally, taxpayers can appeal.
Additionally, a not-so-insignificant portion of the overall
increase this year was the Agriculture land adjustments,
of which the assessor has no control.

Meanwhile, taxing units have many options and deci-
sions to make on what their financial needs (or wants)
are. Every decision every taxing unit makes ultimately
has an impact on your tax bill.

So let’s talk about some tax rate basics.

In general, operating fund budgets for the coming
year are discussed and decided during meetings typically
held in August and September. Preliminary tax rates are
advertised based on a percentage of the current year’s
certified assessed value of properties within that tax-
ing unit’s district. The state then certifies the new AVs,
reviews the budgets utilizing some set criteria and then
computes the tax rate that will raise the required amount
(called a tax levy) for each taxing unit.

Meanwhile, each taxing unit can establish their own
rates — within some parameters — for the debt service
category and any cumulative fund, such as the county’s
cumulative bridge fund or the cumulative capital fund
that several taxing units have.

Mark Miller

Other Opinions

Russian elections in
the shadow of Navalny

Article 13 of the Russian constitution promises political
pluralism. Article 29 guarantees freedom of speech. It is a
brave citizen who insists on those rights.

Although Russia will hold a presidential election at the
end of this week, the result is a foregone conclusion. Vladi-
mir Putin will win comfortably. The spirit of post-Soviet
democratisation is all but dead. The flame is kept alive by a
courageous few.

Thousands turned out at the Moscow funeral of Alexei
Navalny, the jailed opposition leader generally assumed to
have been murdered by order of the Kremlin. There were
chants calling for “Russia without Putin”. That is high-risk
activity. Open dissent against the regime is punishable
by fines and prison sentences. OVD-Info, a human rights
group, has catalogued hundreds of detentions in dozens of
cities after vigils in honour of Mr Navalny.

It has been the largest show of opposition since the inva-
sion of Ukraine, but the numbers are not huge for a country
of 144 million. What the majority of Russians think about
their president and his war is opaque. Opinion polls show
majorities in favour of both, but it is hard to conduct accu-
rate surveys in a climate where deviation from the official
line is legally proscribed.

Independent analysts say the picture is nuanced — a spec-
trum of sentiment with ideological pro-Kremlin conviction
shading into looser patriotic sympathy with the army and
then degrees of apathy, low-level discontent, grim resigna-
tion, despair and a kernel of committed anti-regime activ-
ists.

Mr Putin’s position is secured by brute force and culti-
vated disbelief that any alternative is viable. He achieves
this by eliminating rivals and propagating a personality cult
that depicts Russia as the target of a foreign dismemberment
plot and himself as the only person able to hold the country
together. This speaks to a deep-rooted national anxiety about
the Motherland unravelling in chaos. Something like that
happened recently enough for older generations in particular
to see democracy as a risk not worth taking.

This week’s election is not meant to fool anyone into
thinking that Russians have a choice. It is a ritual affirma-
tion of incumbent power, a pastiche of democracy to demor-
alise those who dream of peaceful regime change. But even
the pretence of a ballot gives the opposition something to
rally around. Yulia Navalnaya, the murdered dissident’s
widow, has called for anti-Putin voters to converge on poll-
ing stations at midday on Sunday even if they don’t intend
to vote. The point is to be visible. The authorities can hardly
ban such gatherings when they are laying on the election.

These are wholly symbolic gestures, but that doesn’t
mean they are futile. Russians who dare to speak up for
democracy, and those who silently crave the end of Mr
Putin, need reminding that they are not alone. There is a
role also for those outside Russia who can amplify voices
of courage and hope. There are jailed opposition figures —
Ilya Yashin and Vladimir Kara-Murza — at risk of suffering
the same fate as Mr Navalny. The more conspicuous their
plight, the harder it is for Mr Putin to pretend his is the only
vision of Russian politics.

The freedoms that are promised in Russia’s constitution
feel remote today, as this week’s election will sadly demon-
strate. But it will show also that the spirit of opposition can-
not be extinguished.

THE GUARDIAN (London)
Distributed by The Associated Press

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: * Our website
link (Submit your Letter) ¢ E-Mail: email@news-banner.
com * Fax: (260) 824-0700 « Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton
IN 46714 « Drop-off: 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton. All letters
must be signed and must include a phone number or address
in case verification is desired. Letters are edited for brevity and
clarity. Letters must be no more than 500 words.

That borders on overly simplistic, but two people
heavily involved in the process say “OK.”

Of Wells County’s 24 taxing units, 14 of the tax-
ing units’ tax rates are lower in 2024 than they were in
2023. This is due in no small part to the 9.16% increase
in the county’s Total AV. The county’s general fund is a
good example of the relationship between rates and AVs.
The county’s tax rate — which impacts everyone in the
county — went down 3.81% but due to the increase in
AVs, the tax levy went up almost exactly 5%. (I guess
we need to add the term “Gross increase” since the state
has certified that, after what remains to me (so far) mys-
terious adjustments, the

tax rates are generally lower than our neighboring coun-
ties. So I’'m not hammering the school district board for
spending foolishly or making bad decisions about what
the district needs. The money bonded last year for the
debt service fund is for overdue improvements needed at
Ossian Elementary and the high school campus’ athletic
facilities. To be clear, that is my opinion. Yours may be
different.

But that is not the issue.

The issue is the claim that decisions made in the
NWCS board room had zero impact on their patrons’
2024 tax bills.

In the case of our home in

2024 county levy slides in
under the 4% Maximum
Levy Growth Quotient. See
last week’s entry on this
page for details.)

The point here is: Is
county council leader Seth
Whicker saying “we low-
ered our rate, it’s not our
fault”? Short answer: no.

With that 9.16% increase
in AV, anything but a
decrease in a taxing unit’s
rate should be questioned.
And that’s where this year’s
efforts have been focused:
on what has caused sig-
nificant increases — more
than 13% — in the total
tax levies. This has led to
analyzing the new Bluffton
Fire Territory, how school
and municipal debt works
and what exceptions exist

Comparable Over School System Tax Rates

the Bluffton-LancasterNW dis-
trict, my wife and I will pay a
tax bill 27-point-whatever per-
cent higher than last year. The
factors that made that change
indeed include a 20% increase
in our home’s AV, but there
is also the new Bluffton Fire
Territory, the county’s deci-
sion to reduce the property tax
credits and the NWCS board’s
decision to issue about $6 mil-
lion in bonds to fund needed
improvements.

Since last Saturday’s articles
I have heard from a number of
taxpayers who have looked up
their changes. One homeown-
er’s taxes on Sutton Circle (the
same taxing district as ours)
has gone up nearly 45%.

Homeowners in Ossian
should note a 5.28% decline
in the town’s tax rate, but sig-

concerning the state’s
Maximum Levy Growth
Quotient. While you often find explainable answers,
sometimes you don’t and have to keep digging. It is
worth mentioning that the NWCS’s total assessed value
increased 11.53% and now totals more than $1 billion.
The school board made a conscious decision to capture
some of that AV growth with the $6-million General
Obligation bonds that added to the district’s debt service
fund, all within state-established limitations, all discussed
and approved in open public meetings. If they had not
done that, the school’s tax rate would have gone down.
Mike’s slides he shared at the meeting about com-
parative rates and AVs with 24 school systems in our
vicinity have a point. Indeed, they are in line with the
observation we made in late 2022 that Wells County’s

nificant increases in both the
Jefferson and Lancaster town-
ships’ rates. Yes, their school system’s rate stayed the
same but it could have been lower if the bond issue had
been delayed.

Mike and I have discussed this again in the wake of
Tuesday night’s meeting. His conclusion remains: “It
is factual to say that there were two variables affecting
a tax bill: 1) Norwell’s overall tax rate; and 2) The Net
AV. Only one variable changed.”

Agreed. That is indeed a factual statement. But it
does not begin to describe the complex property tax
formula. As Paul Harvey would say, there’s “the rest off
the story.” And it begins with:

It is not just the assessor’s fault.
miller@news-banner.com

Source: NWCS

| want to support Trump. He
keeps making that harder for me.

I want to vote for Donald Trump in November. The
question is: Will he let me?

I’m not a Never Trumper. To the contrary, I’ve
spilled gallons of ink in the pages of this newspaper
defending him. Based on his record in office, Trump
should be considered one of the greatest conserva-
tive presidents we’ve had. But I'm deeply concerned
that his second term, if he is elected this year, would
not be the one that millions of Americans voted for in
2020.

Case in point: After meeting with Trump at Mar-
a-Lago on Friday, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban said that Trump assured him he “will not give
a penny” to help Ukraine defend itself from Russian
aggression. If true, that’s not the Trump I want to vote
for.

I want to vote for the president who, on taking

office, reversed the Obama-Biden policy of denying
Ukraine the lethal aid and sent Kyiv Javelin antitank
missiles — weapons that later helped turn back Rus-
sia’s effort to march on the Ukrainian capital in 2022.
“I sent them military equipment and Obama sent them
I can’t vote for a candidate who would abandon
Ukraine to Vladimir

Putin.

I want to vote for the

Trump who proudly told _[IENET@

“Nobody has been tough- '

er on Russia than I have” e

— and then offered |

a litany of actions he

had taken to counteract

Ukraine, to blocking the

Nord Stream 2 natural-

gas pipeline, to taking

out hundreds of Russian

Wagner mercenaries

a cyberattack against

Russia’s Internet Research Agency, the troll farm that
spearheaded Russian interference in the 2016 presi-
dential election.

Or take Trump’s recent flip-flop on forcing the
Trump I want to vote for. I want to vote for the com-
mander in chief who signed an executive order bar-
ring U.S. companies from transactions with TikTok’s
Chinese-controlled owner ByteDance, warning that
TikTok allows “the Chinese Communist Party access
which could allow Beijing to “build dossiers of per-
sonal information for blackmail, and conduct corpo-
rate espionage.” [ want to vote for the president who
took on China’s predatory trade practices, signed the
Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act, and

I also want to vote for the Trump who was will-
ing to flex U.S. military might on the world stage
— the president took out Iranian terrorist mastermind
Qasem Soleimani and twice launched military strikes
against Syria for using chemical weapons against

nothing,” he boasted to me during a 2020 interview.
me in that interview,

Russia — from arming

in Syria, to launching

sale of TikTok in the United States. That’s not the

to Americans’ personal and proprietary information,”
sanctioned Beijing for its suppression of the Uyghurs.
civilians, and whose policy of peace through strength

produced three Arab-Israeli peace accords.
Now, I worry that he is surrounding him-
self with neo-isolationists such as Tulsi
Gabbard, J.D. Vance, Tucker Carlson and
Vivek Ramaswamy rather than the Rea-
gan Republicans who helped him achieve
so much. He seems more concerned

with seeking retribution and weeding out
“RINOs” than working with the best, most
capable people.

I also want to vote against some things. Marc
I want to vote against Joe Biden, the .
president who gave us the worst border Thiessen

crisis in U.S. history, the worst inflation

in four decades, and highest gas prices ever recorded
in the United States. I want to vote against a presi-
dent whose administration weaponized the FBI to
intimidate parents who show up at school board meet-
ings, allowed a Chinese spy balloon to violate U.S.
airspace, let Iranian proxies attack U.S. forces with
impunity, and presided over the most shameful for-
eign policy calamity in my lifetime: the Taliban take-
over of Afghanistan. I want to vote against a president
who promised to put his “whole soul” into uniting the

country but then accused

o

Republicans of standing
with racists and traitors like
George Wallace, Bull Con-
nor and Jefferson Davis.

And I want to vote
against a Democratic Party
that has shamefully wea-
ponized our legal system
against Trump — seeking
to jail and bankrupt him
and abusing our Constitu-
tion in an effort to keep
him off the ballot.

But I can’t do that if
I believe that Trump’s
second term won’t be a
continuation of the best
elements of his first, but a radical departure focused
on revenge and retreat from the world.

I know that many other voters might have different
concerns than I do. Many liked Trump’s policies, but
don’t like how he behaved in office — particularly
after the 2020 election. Trump needs to make a con-
certed effort to win their support. He might believe
they have no choice but to vote for him. They do.
There will be third parties on the ballot, and voters
can write in other candidates, split their tickets, or just
stay home.

As for me, while Jan. 6,2021, was a disgrace, the
system of strong checks and balances our Founding
Fathers established held that day. So, I don’t believe
the hyperbolic warnings that Trump will be a dicta-
tor. I'm just worried he will let real dictators prevail. I
can’t vote for that.

With less than eight months to go, this much is
certain: I’ll never vote for Joe Biden He is the worst
president in my lifetime. And I want to vote for
Trump. But he needs to give me — and millions like
me — permission to do so.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen @marcthiessen on X

LS 7

-~
@The ﬁefnz - Cﬁmmer
(USPS 059-200)
Periodicals Postage Paid at Bluffton, IN 46714.

Published every day except Sundays and principal holidays at

125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton IN 46714, Post Office Box 436

News-Banner Publications, Inc.
Evening News est. 1892 « Evening Banner est. 1899 + Consolidated 1929

George B. Witwer, Chairman of the Board; Doug Brown, President, Publisher;
Dianne Witwer, Secretary/Treasurer. Holly Gaskill, Editor. Mark Miller, Opinion
Page Editor.

Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper.



CHURCH PAGE

SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2024 - The News-Banner - Page 5

This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible

by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

ACITY ON AHILL
CHURCH
705 W.-900 N.,
Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,
Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.

10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)
4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10

a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN
CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service.
10:15 - Adult Bible Class,
Youth Bible Class & Sunday
School. 11:30 - Voice of
Bethlehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.
10 a.m. - Sunday School.
11 a.m. - Worship. 6 p.m. -
Service.

BLUFFTON
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.
blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 & 6:30 p.m. - Wor-
ship.

BOEHMER UNITED
METHODIST
3467 S 600 W,
Liberty Center
boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45
- Sunday School.

CALVARY
LUTHERAN, ELCA
1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

HIDAY

AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

824-0900 General Motors
824-1931 Chrysler

NATIONAL OIL
Delivery to Home
FARM « BUSINESS
824-2220

% Thoma/Rich,
"z Lemler

Funeral Home
T WELLS COUNTY'S

OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS

308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN
260-824-3850
www.thomarich.com

NAPA WELLS CO.
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY,
INC.

643 N. Main St.
Bluffton
260-824-4460

(NAPR)

\__ 2

MIKEA
ANDERSON

CHEVROLET
ROADS AT Y
604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN - 622-4115

FIND

POSY POT

126 W. Townley
Bluffton « 824-3330

R Warren Tﬁaﬂnacy@

(260)375-2135 <<
1-800-895-7035
222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.
‘Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

Real Estate

127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN

824-1588

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.

10:30 - Worship.

CHRISTIAN NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship. 6 p.m. -

Praise & worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.
10 a.m. - Bible Study.
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1
mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:15 - Worship. (Children’s

Church for ages 6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED
BRETHREN
8888S-1100W-90,
Warren
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. -

Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH
OF CHRIST
9 a.m. - Sunday school. 10
a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED
METHODIST
1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:40
a.m. - Sunday School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH
OF GOD
5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbe-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 a.m.

- Discipleship.

FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com
10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF OSSIAN
1001 Dehner Dr.

9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 a.m. - Worship. 6:30 -

Service.

FIRST CHURCH
OF CHRIST
909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL class-
es. 10:15 - Worship. 6 p.m.
- Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.
firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/youth
& Adult Sunday School.

10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
(EVANGELICAL)
123 S. Jefferson St., Ossian
www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Adult Sunday
school. 10 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST REFORMED
CHURCH OF BLUFFTON
301 W. Cherry St.

9:15 a.m. - Sunday School.

10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45
- Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org
9 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E.
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com
8am., 9:30 & 11 am. -
Service at Main Campus.
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service,
north campus, Ossian.

C Ford_

More Than
A Customer...
You're Family

Family
of Bluffton

Ford

A Joytul Noise ...

SPRING BREAK TO
REMEMBER

In February, a company
specializing in travel insur-
ance polled 3,250 custom-
ers about their spring break
plans, and according to the
results, people want
adventure in 2024—
no matter the cost.

For instance, the
survey reports, brave
and bold spring
breakers will pay an
average of $11,124
this month to con-
quer Australia, where
10 out of 10 animals
specialize in violent-
ly slaughtering tourists.

(Even the trees there
sting.)

Admittedly, people
who invest in travel insur-
ance probably pay more
for spring break trips than
the average American (who
also tries to avoid man-eat-
ing crocodiles). But even
if the survey’s results don’t
accurately reflect reality,
the company still used their
findings to promote a list
of tips to help people travel
more cheaply.

But after a Saturday
spent shopping, I’ve dis-
covered a spring break des-
tination that costs nothing to
visit.

In fact, those who travel
there might return richer.

The used-book store.

This musty-smelling
refuges for words — this
haven for those weary of
sound bites and hashtags —
reminds people that ideas
matters; more importantly,
in a culture that irrationally
demands people treat almost
all ideas as equal, the used-
book store actually forces
ideas to compete with one
another, and it forces people
to practice thinking long
before they even open a
book.

As customers navigate
the labyrinth-like shelves of
books dedicated to African
American nonfiction, boats
and ships, yearbooks from
the 1970s, ancient Scot-
land, and BBQ techniques,
they must inevitably choose
some ideas and reject oth-
ers.

They cannot afford with
their limited time and trea-
sure to indulge every idea
available. Reality simply
won’t allow it.

They must ask them-
selves, “Which idea has
more value?”

They must dare to dis-
cern.

They must dare to dis-
criminate.

They must dare to weigh
the worldviews that inspired
the “Paranormal Romance”
section against the world-
view that inspired the
“Selected Hymns and Writ-
ings” of John and Charles
Wesley, and then they must
judge those worldviews.

by Chet
Baumgartner

Of course, when novices
navigate this ocean of opin-
ions, they might choose a
worldview simply because
it comes wrapped in a col-
orful cover, but such super-
ficial judgment eventually
costs too much and
rewards too little.

And it risks con-
demning readers to
a lifetime lost in lies.

Ultimately, peo-
ple must not only
dare to discern and
discriminate, they
must dare to dis-
cern and discrimi-
nate well, and this
dares them to ask, “What is
truth?”

When they ask this ques-
tion, they no longer accept
ideas just because of pretty
covers.

And they no longer
accept ideas just because
pretty people peddle them
on social media.

And they no longer
accept ideas by arbitrari-
ly adopting them as “my
truth,” as if their feelings or
zeal magically alters reality.

The aisles of autobiog-
raphies of famous people
whom few now know tes-
tify that ideas can’t survive
simply because people
declare them as true or valu-
able. Reality always has the
final word.

And God has the final
word on reality, and in
His graciousness, He has
blessed the world with a
book that equips them to
discern and discriminate
well when they enter the
used-book store — or turn
on the computer or TV or
read the newspaper.

“The fear of the LORD
is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the
Holy One is understand-
ing,” Solomon writes in
Proverbs 9:10.

“But we preach Christ
crucified ... the power and
wisdom of God,” the Apos-
tle Paul writes in 1 Corinthi-
ans 1:23 and 24.

“Yet indeed I also count
all things loss for the excel-
lence of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord,” he
told the Philippians church
in Philippians 3:8.

“And do not be con-
formed to this world,” he
wrote in Romans 12:1,
“but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that
good and acceptable and
perfect will of God.”

“Set your affection on
things above” (Colossians
3:2).

“Be diligent to present
yourself approved to God,
a worker who does not
need to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth”
(2 Timothy 2:15).

“I am the way, the truth,
and the life,” Jesus says.

baumofchet@gmail.com

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 a.m.

- Worship.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:30
- Sunday School.

KINGDOM HALL OF
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
2803 N. Main St.
jw.org

10 a.m. - Worship.

LANCASTER CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m. -
Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER
BAPTIST
3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-
con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday
School. 9:55 - Fellowship.
10:15 - Worship.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.
lifecommunity.net

10:30 a.m. - Service (Chil-
dren’s programs available).

LIBERTY CENTER

COMMUNITY CHURCH

8:45 a.m. - Choir practice.
9 a.m. - Coffee, donuts,
conversation. 9:30 - Wor-
ship w/infant nursery &
children’s church. 10:45 -
Sunday School.

LIVING FAITH
MISSIONARY
17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 -
Sunday School.

LIVING WATER
UNITED CHURCH
6486 S 700E, Bluffton
8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9
a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL
HILL SEVENTH
DAY ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.
Saturday: 9:30 a.m. -
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath
School (Bible study).

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St.,
Murray
murraymc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11
a.m. - Sunday School.

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:

* E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
* Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton

MARKLE CHURCH
OF CHRIST
455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org
9 a.m. - Adult Bible study
groups. 10:30 - Worship.
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218
10 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship.

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)
8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.
webs.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School &
Adult Bible study. 10 a.m. -
Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1
9:30 - Sunday School.
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org
9:15 a.m. - Bible study.
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org
9 a.m. - Worship, Worship
child care nurse. 10 a.m.
- Fellowship. 10:15 - Adult
Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.
blog.parkub.org
10 a.m. - Connection. 11
a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 -
Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street
8:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH
COMMUNITY CHURCH
36 E. Walnut St.

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. -
Fellowship. 10:15 - Sunday

School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central
11 a.m. - Worship & the
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St.
Suite 108, 110
riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1
sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship. Nursery &
Children’s classes available
during Sunday School &

Worship.

SOUTHERN WELLS
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto
9 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. -
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass.
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or by
appointment - Confessions.
5 p.m. - Mass.

Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. -
Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur
stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 -
Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV.
LUTHERAN
16933 Thiele Rd.
stmarkfw.org
8:45 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

ST. MARK’S
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St.,
Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 -
Children’s Sunday School.

THE CHURCH AT MCNATT
9221 W 800 S-90,
Montpelier
8:30 a.m. - Coffee fellow-

ship. 9:15 - Worship.

MARKLE
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.
6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St.,
Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com
9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups.
10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 10
a.m. - Adult & Children’s
Worship.

UNIONDALE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5867 N. Main St.

9 a.m. - Worship.

UNIONTOWN
CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian

9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY
WORSHIP CENTER CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St.,
Vera Cruz

9-10 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10-10:30 - Fellow-
ship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
205 S. Adams St.,
Monroe
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15
- Discipleship for adults &
children.

ZANESVILLE
COMMUNITY
CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.
9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10
a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED
BRETHREN IN CHRIST
3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

B
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Supported Living « Waiver Services « Workshop
(260)824-1253

| MEMORIAL CHAPEL
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A Tra d tion of Ca
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish

wner Owner

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton * 824-3852

Family Ford
of Bluffton
More Than

A Customer...
You're Family

Bluffton
)E

1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
(260) 824-5940
Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
decaturdentalin.com

Les Genbern

Tnournance
AUTO « HOME - LIFE « BUSINESS
Perry Gerber
1120 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1237

824-4956

Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver
“For The Times You Don’t
Want to Leave Home.”

Bl AND
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EQUIPMENT

+ BLUFFTON
+ LAFAYETTE
+ FLORA

+ LOGANSPORT
+ FRANKFORT
+ SWAYZEE

+ HUNTINGTON
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AdamsWells

INTERNET TELECOM TV

260-565-3131
A Division of Craiguville

Telephone Company, Inc.
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1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
(260) 824-5940

Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
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Why are voters frustrated by the U.S. economy? It's home prices

By JOSH BOAK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Lori Shelton can’t fathom
ever having the money to
buy a home — and that’s
a major reason why so
many voters feel down on
the economy ahead of this
year’s presidential election.

Shelton, 67, drives an
Uber to help pay rent in
Aurora, Colorado. An
advance on her pay covered
her apartment’s security
deposit. But it also cut into
her next paycheck, leaving
her bank account danger-
ously low when the rent was
due — a cycle that never
seems to end.

“I’'m always one step
behind,” said Shelton, her
voice choking up. “It’s a
nightmare, it’s a freaking
nightmare right now.”

The United States is
slogging through a hous-
ing affordability crisis that
was decades in the making.
At the root of this problem:
America failed to build
enough homes for its grow-
ing population. The short-
age strikes at the heart of the
American dream of home-
ownership — dampening
President Joe Biden’s assur-
ances that the U.S. economy
is strong and underscoring
the degree to which Repub-
lican Donald Trump, the
former president and pre-
sumptive GOP nominee
for 2024, has largely over-
looked the shortage.

The lack of housing has
caused a record number of
renters to devote an exces-

sive amount of income to
housing, according to a Har-
vard University analysis.
Not enough homes are for
sale or being built, keeping
prices elevated. Average
mortgage rates have more
than doubled and further
worsened affordability.

In fact, the Census
Bureau reported that home-
ownership fell slightly at
the end of last year in an
otherwise solid economy. If
it wasn’t for shelter costs,
inflation — Biden’s most
pronounced economic prob-
lem — would be running at
a healthy and stable 1.8%.
Instead, it’s hovering around
32%.

Administration officials
are confident that shelter
inflation will soon cool, but
the damage across several
years is apparent to advo-
cates and economists.

“I’ve been doing hous-
ing work for 30 years —
the housing affordability
challenge is the worst I've
ever seen in my career,”’
said Shaun Donovan, a for-
mer secretary of Housing
and Urban Development in
the Obama years who now
leads the nonprofit Enter-
prise Community Partners.

Donovan noted that this
is an increasingly bipartisan
challenge that could bring
the political parties togeth-
er. Expensive housing was
once the domain of Demo-
cratic areas such as New
York City and San Fran-
cisco. It’s now moved into
Republican states as places
such as Boise, Idaho, grap-

ple with higher prices.

“It is a first-tier issue
almost everywhere,” he
said. “And that is changing
the national politics around
it in a way that I think is
quite different than I’ve ever
seen.”

Mark Zandi, chief econo-
mist at Moody’s Analytics,
said that the outcome of the
November election could
ultimately depend on the
path of 30-year mortgage
rates.

Rates currently aver-
age about 6.74%. If they
dropped closer to 6%, the
odds of a Biden victory
would increase. But rates
moving near 8% might
enable Trump to prevail,
Zandi said.

“Given the current hous-
ing affordability crisis, high-
er rates will make owning
a home completely out of
reach for nearly all potential
first-time homebuyers,” he
said. “Since homeownership
is a key part of the American
dream, if it appears unattain-
able, this will deeply impact
voters’ sense of the econo-
my.”

Biden, a Democrat,
acknowledged the pain
many are feeling in his State
of the Union address earlier
this month and in his budget
proposal released on Mon-
day.

The president wants to
fund the building and pres-
ervation of 2 million hous-
ing units — a meaningful
sum, but not enough to
solve the shortage. He also
proposed a tax credit worth

up to $10,000 to homebuy-
ers. Over the past three
years, he has increased
rental assistance to 100,000
households.

“The bottom line is we
have to build, build, build,”
Biden said Monday in a
speech to the National
League of Cities. “That’s
how we bring down housing
costs for good.”

Rapidly climbing home
prices were also a fester-
ing problem under Trump,
who first achieved celeb-
rity status as a real estate
developer. While president,
Trump called for limiting
construction in the suburbs.
He claimed during the 2020
election that Biden’s poli-
cies to spur building and
affordability would “destroy
your neighborhood.”

During the 2018 to 2020
years of Trump’s presi-
dency, the country’s hous-
ing shortage surged 52% to
3.8 million units, according
to the mortgage company
Freddie Mac.

The Associated Press
contacted Trump’s cam-
paign for his policy plans
but did not get a response.
The America First Policy
Institute, a think tank pro-
moting Trump’s vision, said
the key is to cut govern-
ment borrowing to reduce
mortgage rates. The former
president has pledged to
reduce deficits, but an anal-
ysis by the Committee for a
Responsible Federal Budget
shows that his policies in
office will have likely added
more than $8 trillion to the

Police Notebook

(Continued from Page 3)
Driver taken to the Wells
County Jail where he then
blew a .149% PBT.

Thursday, 7:17 p.m., S.R.
3 and West 700 South, War-
ren. Report of barriers that
had blown over. INDOT
contacted.

Thursday, 10:27 p.m.,
S.R. 124 and North 800
East, Bluffton. Bradley R.
Lothridge transferred from
Adams County to Wells
County Jail.

Friday, 3:30 a.m., 300
block of West Dustman
Road, Bluffton. Officer

assisted city police with a
report of domestic battery
with a hammer involved.

Ossian:

Friday, 7:32 a.m., Nor-
well High School. Students
vehicle broke down and
blocked entrance to school.

ACCIDENTS

City:

Wednesday, 3:28 p.m.,
S.R. 1 and Washington
Street. Kathie Mower, 65,
Markle, was turning right
when her Buick Enclave col-
lided with a Ford Explorer
Sport Trac driven by Connor
Collins, 17, Bluffton. Both

vehicles sustained damage
and were towed from the
scene. No injuries reported.
ARRESTS

Milot Larose, 29, Bluff-
ton; Operating without ever
obtaining a license, a Class
A misdemeanor, and operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxi-
cated, a Class A misdemean-
or. Bond set at $1,500.

Bradley Ryan Lothridge,
37, Decatur; Battery, a crim-
inal misdemeanor. Bond set
at $5,000.

Brandon James Rainey,
28, Portland; Probation vio-
lation of a Level 6 felony.

Adam Hall, MD
Hand, Elbow &
Shoulder

We make convenience part
of your treatment.

Your “road to recovery” isn’t a 45-minute drive up State
Road 1. That's why Fort Wayne Orthopedics has locations
close to home—like Bluffton—so you can focus on healing,
not a commute. Our personalized treatment plans,
specialist doctors, and clean, safe surroundings will help
you feel renewed, refreshed and ready to take on the
world. Plus, you'll still have a full tank of gas.

Lakai R. Enterline, DO
Sports Medicine & General

John Paul M. Manalo, MD
Total Joint Replacement

(800) 566-5659 | fwortho.com

Bluffton Regional Medical Center

Brandon S. Huggins, MD
Spine

Jheanomar Pantojas San-
tos, 23, Fort Wayne; Operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxi-
cated — endangerment,
a Class A misdemeanor,
possession of marijuana, a
Class B misdemeanor, and
operating a vehicle while
intoxicated, a Class C mis-
demeanor.

Ashley Rena Jarrett, 36,
Bluffton; Driving while sus-
pended — prior, a Class A
misdemeanor.

national debt.

“The best way for us to
improve access to home-
ownership for young people
is to get interest rates back
down, not to provide sub-
sidies that cause housing
unaffordability to worsen,”
said Mike Faulkender, chief
economist at the institute.

Lower rates might play
well with voters, but most
economists say they would
at best offer temporary
financial relief. Purchase
prices would likely adjust
upward in response to
greater demand from falling
rates.

Construction, the more
enduring solution, would
take years to achieve and
require new rules by states
and cities. The administra-
tion is trying to incentiv-
ize zoning changes, but the
major choices are outside
the White House’s control.

“Even as incomes are
going up and the economy
is doing well and inflation is
coming down, people can’t
buy homes,” said Daryl
Fairweather, chief econo-
mist at the brokerage Red-

fin. “That’s like the biggest
problem for Biden because
it’s not one that he can
solve.”

The general rule of
thumb is that people should
pay no more than 30% of
their income on rent or a
mortgage. A typical house-
hold looking to buy a home
would have to devote 41%
of its income to mortgage
payments, according to
Redfin.

There are far-reaching
economic risks because of
this. High housing costs
can lead people to cut back
spending elsewhere. Advo-
cates said it enables land-
lords to neglect their proper-
ties since there is always a
ready tenant.

Evictions can worsen
health and educational
outcomes for children
and exact an even wider
cost on society, said Zach
Neumann, a Denver-based
lawyer who provides more
than $30 million annu-
ally in rental assistance
through the nonprofit
Community Economic
Defense Project.

Al Pfister

Sale Manager

1169 N. Main St. Ste. 14 Bluffton, IN

30 Years Experience
Land, Farms, Farm

Equipment, Estate Sales

Call Al « 260-760-8922
Email: auction@adamswells.com

1-800-451-2709
www.schraderauction.com

STSGHRADER

Real Estate and Auction Company, Inc.
Auction Marketing Specialists Since 1944

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

ARNOLD
LUMBER
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fort wayne «®
ORTHOPEDICS

303 S. Main St., Suite 404 A
Bluffton, IN 46714

METAL WALL AND ROOF SYSTEMS

425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, Indiana
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7AM-5PM e Fri. 7AM-4:30PM « Sat. 7-11:30AM




No. 3 Purdue hangs on to
beat MSU in Big Ten tourney

By DAVE CAMPBELL  ball in different spots.”

AP Sports Writer Walker, the fifth-year
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) guard, stepped up down the

— Zach Edey had 29 points  stretch to lead the surge. He
and 12 rebounds for third- knocked down a mid-range
ranked jumper
Purdue, for the tie
and the with 1:41
Boiler- left, the
makers closest
recov- the Spar-
ered from tans came
a blown since
12-point a 3-2
lead to lead, but
beat Fletch-

Michigan State 67-62 in
a hard-nosed quarterfinal
game in the Big Ten Tourna-
ment on Friday.

Lance Jones had 10
points and three steals with
just one turnover for the
Boilermakers (29-3), who
advanced to play Wisconsin
in the semifinals on Satur-
day despite matching their
season-low score and being
outrebounded (37-36) for
only the second time all sea-
son.

“As long as we keep
guarding and taking care of
the basketball, we’re going
to give ourselves a chance,”
head coach Matt Painter
said.

Tyson Walker had 15
points, Malik Hall pitched
in 12 points and Tre Hollo-
man scored 10 points for the
Spartans (19-14), who had
an 18-0 edge in fast-break
points and tied the game late
before falling short in head
coach Tom Izzo’s 1,000th
game on the bench.

“Guarding Edey is a
load. We tried it a number
of different ways. We tried
doubling. We tried digging.
We tried regular head up,”
I1zzo said. “Matt does such a
great job of getting them the

er Loyer answered with a
3-pointer on the other end
for Purdue.

Xavier Booker had a
clear look at the top of
the key from 3 with 1:05
remaining to tie it back up,
but the ball rolled around
the inside of the rim and
bounced out.

The Boilermakers had a
scare midway through the
second half when first team
All-Big Ten point guard
Braden Smith hobbled off
the court with an injury to
his right calf muscle. But
Smith was able to re-enter
about four minutes later
with Purdue leading by five,
and Jones deftly handled the
ball in his absence.

The Boilermakers are
two wins away from match-
ing Michigan State (1999,
2000) as the only Big Ten
program to win both the
outright regular season title
and the conference tourna-
ment in consecutive years.
The Spartans used that feat
24 years ago as a launching
pad for the national champi-
onship, which still stands as
the last time a Big Ten team
won it all.

One step at a time for
Purdue, of course, with that

crushing loss to 16th-seeded
Farleigh Dickinson in the
first round of the NCAA
Tournament still unan-
swered until the Big Dance
begins anew. The Spartans,
despite five losses in their
last seven games, should be
on the safe side of the bub-
ble.

This matchup of the Big
Ten’s two most success-
ful programs over the last
three decades predictably
resembled a football game
at times, with the Spartans
sending Carson Cooper,
Jaxon Kohler and Mady Sis-
soko into the post to try to
somehow disrupt the rhythm
of the reigning AP Player of
the Year, and though they
were successful at times the
7-foot-4 Edey got plenty of
soft hooks to fall.

He stared down and
pressed his forearm on Hol-
loman at one point, after the
Minneapolis native fouled
Loyer and was too close to
Edey’s liking. Both players
picked up a technical foul
for that exchange.

Cooper got whacked in
the nose by the downswing
of Cam Heide’s arm on his
drive to the hoop late in the
first half, forcing the 6-foot-
11 Cooper to play with
gauze in his nose.

“Every game we’ve ever
played Michigan State,
it’s been a physical, tough
game,” sixth man Mason
Gillis said. “You’ve got to
just be there for it.”

There were 46 fouls
called in the game — 29 on
the Spartans. Sissoko fouled
out in 10 minutes, with
seven rebounds.

“The bigs played as well
as they could play, battled
down there,” Walker said.

High School Calendar

FRIDAY, MARCH 15

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Bluffton,
Norwell at Taylor University Qualifier, 5:30

p.m.
SATURDAY, MARCH 16
No events scheduled.
MONDAY, MARCH 18
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 19

No events scheduled.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20
No events scheduled.

THURSDAY, MARCH 21
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 22

No events scheduled.
SATURDAY, MARCH 23
No events scheduled.

Cardinals extend manager
Oliver Marmol through 2026

JUPITER, Fla. (AP) —
Coming off a last-place fin-
ish in the NL Central, the St.
Louis Cardinals displayed
confidence in manager Oli-
ver Marmol and announced
a two-year contract exten-
sion through 2026.

“The most important
thing for Oli, the coaches or
players is to know that we
stand behind them,” Cardi-
nals President of Baseball
Operations John Mozeliak
said Friday. “We believe in
that, and to go into the sea-
son — what’s the phrase:
the lame duck manager? —
just seemed to be like the
wrong strategy.”

The 37-year-old former
Cardinals minor leaguer
led the team to an NL Cen-
tral title in his first season,
winning 93 games in 2022
and becoming the youngest
manager to reach the play-
offs since a 31-year-old Lou
Boudreau took Cleveland to
the World Series in 1946. St.
Louis went 71-91 last year.

“We believe that he’s the
right person for this job,”
Mozeliak said. “And we’re
excited to know who will be

here for the for the next few
years. So it was important
to us to get this done. We’re
glad it’s behind us and we
look forward to the future.”

Mozeliak and CEO Bill
DeWitt Jr. first approached
Marmol about an extension
on Thursday.

“We talked through a
couple things and they made
it clear that they wanted me
to be the one to continue to
lead here for the next sev-
eral years,” Marmol said. “It
was great news.”

St. Louis added starters
Sonny Gray, Lance Lynn
and Kyle Gibson during the
offseason along with reliev-
ers Kenynan Middleton,
Andrew Kittredge and Nick
Robertson plus shortstop
Brandon Crawford and des-
ignated hitter Matt Carpen-
ter.

“Given the fact that the
roster we’ve assembled we
believe is going to be com-
petitive, has a chance to be
exciting, and we just didn’t
want something — if we
have a stumble or get off to
a slow start, all of the sud-
den, everybody’s looking

over their shoulders,” Moze-
liak said. “It’s just not fair to
everybody. involved. So the
timing of this, as we started
thinking more and more
about it, had to be dealt
with now and not something
midseason or at the end of
the year.”

Marmol joined the Cardi-
nals organization in 2007 as
a utilityman and coached in
the minors for five seasons
before joining the major
league coaching staff in
2017. He was fourth in the
voting for NL Manager of
the Year in 2022, when St.
Louis won its first division
title since 2019.

“When I’m looking at it,
this position, this seat was
the best job in all baseball,
one of the top jobs in all
sports,” Marmol said. “I
want to do this well and I
want to do it here for a long
time.”

A couple dozen Cardinals
spilled out of the clubhouse
to watch the outdoor news
conference.

“They are excited about
it,” Marmol said. “I’m excit-
ed about it.”

NHL and NHLPA reach deal on
Blackhawks’ Corey Perry contract

By STEPHEN WHYNO
AP Hockey Writer

The NHL and NHL Play-
ers’ Association have reached
an undisclosed settlement to
resolve Corey Perry’s situa-
tion with the Chicago Black-
hawks when they terminated
his contract, two people with
knowledge of the decision
told The Associated Press on
Thursday.

The people spoke to the
AP on condition of anonym-
ity because the settlement
is not being made public.
A grievance was threatened
but never filed, and the
league and union agreed to
extend the window to con-
sider it beyond the 60-day
deadline specified by the
collective bargaining agree-
ment.

“I’m pleased that we
were able to resolve this
dispute to everyone’s satis-
faction,” NHLPA executive
director Marty Walsh said
in a statement Friday. “In its
role as collective bargain-
ing representative, the union
has no job more important
than protecting the integrity
of players’ guaranteed con-

(Continued on Page A2)
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Michigan fires Juwan
Howard after five seasons

By LARRY LAGE
AP Sports Writer

ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP)
— Michigan fired coach Juwan
Howard on Friday after five sea-
sons, parting ways with the for-
mer Fab Five star whose return
to his alma mater included a
Big Ten title and advancing in
two NCAA Tournaments before
closing with two straight disap-
pointing seasons.

Howard finished with an
82-67 record with the Wolverines, reaching
some highs and lows. He won a conference
regular season championship and was a win
away from the Final Four in 2021, when he
was named The Associated Press coach of
the year.

He lost a school-record 24 games this
season as Michigan plummeted to a last-
place finish in the Big Ten for the first time
since 1967.

Michigan athletic director Warde Man-
uel made the call to fire Howard without
cause two days after an eight-win season
ended with a loss to Penn State in the open-
ing round of the Big Ten Tournament.

“After a comprehensive review of the
program, I have decided that Juwan will
not return as our men’s basketball coach,”
Manuel said in a statement from the school
that did not include a comment from How-
ard. “Juwan is among the greatest Wolver-
ines to ever be associated with our basket-
ball program.

“I know how much it meant, to not only
Juwan, but to all of us for him to return here
to lead this program. Despite his love of his
alma mater and the positive experience that
our student-athletes had under his leader-
ship, it was clear to me that the program
was not living up to our expectations and
not trending in the right direction.”

Manuel hired Howard, who had tears
of joy at his introductory news conference
in May 2019 when John Beilein bolted to
coach the Cleveland Cavaliers after turning
the Wolverines into a national power.

A message seeking comment was left
with Beilein, who is potentially a candidate
to return to Michigan.

Early in the 2021-22 season, following a
run to an NCAA Tournament regional final,
Manuel gave Howard a five-year exten-

Juwan Howard

sion worth more than $16.9 mil-
lion that had him under contract
through the 2025-26 season.
Michigan will owe Howard
about $7 million for his base sal-
ary and additional compensation
plus a lump-sum payment of $3
million for firing him without
cause in year three of his deal,
according to terms of his contract.
The 51-year-old Howard
had heart surgery in September
and returned to his head coach-
ing duties in mid-December after a review
of an incident involving several individu-
als during a team practice. Former strength
and conditioning coach Jon Sanderson did
not join the team on the sideline for its Dec.
10 game at Iowa, and was not on the team’s
bench in subsequent games.

Sanderson resigned last week and was
hired by Illinois’ basketball program as a
sports performance consultant on Thursday.

Manuel said in a Dec. 15 statement
that a “thorough internal review” did not
uncover anything that warranted disciplin-
ary action for anyone involved.

Two years ago, Howard was suspended
for the final five games of the regular sea-
son and fined $40,000 for hitting a Wis-
consin assistant in the head and triggering
a postgame melee. The previous season,
Howard got into a shouting match with
then-Maryland coach Mark Turgeon and
had to be restrained during the conference
tournament. Howard drew two technical
fouls and was ejected from that game.

Howard, who is from Chicago, was a
key player on Michigan’s Fab Five teams
with Chris Webber, Jalen Rose, Jimmy
King and Ray Jackson that reached the
1992 and 1993 national championship
games.

Washington drafted Howard No. 5 over-
all in 1994 and the one-time All-Star forward
averaged 134 points during his career that
ended in 2013 after winning two NBA titles
with the Miami Heat. Howard’s coaching
career started as an assistant focused on play-
er development with the Heat before being
promoted to an assistant coach.

He had two sons play for him at Michi-
gan: Jett, who was drafted No. 11 overall
this year by the Orlando Magic, and Jace, a
reserve guard on this season’s team.

GOMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE & LAND AUCTION

Tuesday, April 9th || 6:00 PM EST

AUCTION | REALTY

© 260.724.7402 © info@kjauction.com @kjauction.com

Township

Tract 2: 5,000 SQ. Feet Building, 4 14'x18' Overhead Doors, 4.2 + Acres, Zoned
Commercial, Harrison Township Acess Via 30' easement off Tract 1

Township

Township

Tract 6: 5.00+ Acres Tillable Frontage on Future Adams Street Zoned

Agricultural, Harrison Township

Tract 7: 5.15¢ Acres Tillable Frontage on Future Adams Street Zoned

Agricultural, Harrison Township

SOIL MAP BREAKDOWN
BkB2: Blount-Del Rey silt
loams, 1 to 4 percent
slopes, eroded
DeA: Del Rey-Blount silt
loams, 0 to 1 percent slopes
Mh: Milford silty clay loam,
0 to 2 percent slopes
Pm: Pewamo silty clay
loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes

1600 'W Washington Street Beuffon, T 46714

Tract 1:13,128 SQ. Feet Heated Building, Floor Drains, 3 Phase Power, Office
Space, 14' & 12' Overhead Doors, 2.80+ Acres, Zoned Commercial, Harrison

300 W ( 1/2 Mite south of State Road 124)

Potential Building Sites!

Tract 3: 13.8t Acres Tillable Zoned: Agricultural, Liberty Township
Tract 4: 6.7t Acres Total with 1.5 Acre Woods Zoned: Agricultural, Liberty

SOIL MAP BREAKDOWN
BkB2: Blount-Del Rey silt
loams, 1to 4 percent
slopes, eroded

DeA: Del Rey-Blount silt
loams, 0 to 1 percent slopes
Mh: Milford silty clay loam,
0o 2 percent slopes

Pm: Pewamo silty clay
loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes

200 § (Between Adams CR 100 € & Meridian)

Tract 5: 8.34+ Acres Tillable Development potential with city utilities access,
Frontage On CR 200 S & Future Adams Street Zoned Agricultural, Harrison

| 50155 Acres |

, Combination®

§Qfered as Tndividual Tracts or ..

Michael & Shelley Mossburg -Owners

Auction Terms & Gonditions Real Estate: $50,000 nonrefundable down payment due at close of auction. Possession of 2008 & 300W land Upon harvest of 2024 crops,
Possession of washington street to be at closing, Glosing to be within 45 Days of auction. Buyer to receive 2nd half of 2024 cash rent, Taxes prorated to date of closing, A
staked survey will be provided, cost of the survey split 50/50 between buyer & seller. Title search, title policy, closing cost to be split 50/50 between buyer and seller. Not
Sold Subject to Inspections, Please have inspections done Prior to day of auction Sold AS/IS WHERE/IS. Sold Subject to Sellers approval. Not Responsible for accidents.
Auctioneers License: Trevor Gray (AU11500020 AC31500055)
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Blackhawks Corey Perry

(Continued from Page A1)
tracts.”

Chicago cut ties with Perry in late
November, saying he violated his stan-
dard player contract and team poli-
cies “intended to promote professional
and safe work environments.” Nei-
ther Perry nor general manager Kyle
Davidson was willing to provide any
details about what happened to lead to
the termination.

Perry, 38, apologized for his actions

and said he’d begun seeking help for
alcohol abuse. He asked for a meet-
ing with Gary Bettman and spoke with
the commissioner in January, then was
back in the NHL less than two weeks
later after signing with the Edmonton
Oilers for the rest of the season.

Asked Feb. 2 at NHL All-Star
Weekend in Toronto about the handling
of the situation, Bettman took no issue
with what the Blackhawks did.

“He took a little time away,” Bett-

man said. “In the final analysis, clubs
will decide what they’re comfort-
able with to a certain extent and what
they’re not, and in this case the Black-
hawks decided it was best if he was
away from the team.”

Perry, a veteran winger who won
the Stanley Cup with Anaheim in 2006
and reached the final three consecutive
years from 2020-22, has seven points
in 20 games with Edmonton — already
more than he played with Chicago.

Conferences, ND agree on 6-year deal to
keep College football playoff through 2031

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

The nine Bowl Subdivision con-
ferences and Notre Dame reached
an agreement Friday on a six-year
deal to continue the College Football
Playoff through the 2031 season,
a significant step that establishes a
revenue-sharing plan and allows the
CFP to finalize a media rights agree-
ment.

Executive Director Bill Hancock
said the agreement doesn’t lock in
a format for the CFP for 2026 and
beyond, but it guarantees at least a
12-team field and five conferences
having annual access to the playoff
through 2031.

The playoff is expanding this
season from four teams to 12, with
the five highest-ranked conference
champions — regardless of league
— and seven at-large selections
making up the field.

“Anything else regarding for-
mat is to be determined,” Hancock
said.

A person who has seen the agree-
ment told AP the plan for 2026 is for
the Atlantic Coast Conference, Big
Ten, Big 12 and Southeastern Con-
ference champions to receive auto-
matic CFP bids, along with the high-
est-rated champion from the five
other conferences that signed the
deal: the American Athletic, Confer-
ence USA, Mid-American, Sun Belt
and Mountain West.

The person spoke on condition
of anonymity because details of the
agreement had not been made pub-
lic.

The Big Ten and SEC had been
pushing for models that would give
their conferences multiple automatic
bids, but that talk has been tabled for
now.

The number of teams in the CFP
could grow to 14 under the new
agreement, but for now there is
no plan in place and no urgency to

BASKETBALL
High School

Boys’ Basketball
IHSAA Semi-State Scheudle
4A North (Elkhart)
Crown Point (20-5) vs. Fishers (26-

1), 10 am Semifinal
Fort Wayne Wayne (22-3) vs, Mish- Co%[(mﬁ:lg% St. 65, Bethune-
awaka (20-7), 11:45am. Western Athletic
Semi-State Championship at 7:30 Semifinal

4A South (New Castle)
Center Grove (21-4) vs. Ben Davis
(21-5,10 a.m.

Oregon 67, Arizona 59
Southeastern
Quarterfinal
Mississippi St. 73, Tennessee 56
Auburn 86, South Carolina 55
Texas A&M 97, Kentucky 87
Southwestern Athletic

UTEP 65, Sam Houston St. 63

Women’s Basketball Scores

make a decision, Hancock said.

Hancock said the conference
commissioners who manage the CFP
might want to let the coming season
play out and evaluate the first itera-
tion of the 12-team model.

“We’re going to take a deep
breath, step back, and begin those
conversations whenever it’s appro-
priate,” he said.

Hancock said the Pac-12, which
is set to operate as a two-team
league with just Washington State
and Oregon State next season, didn’t
sign the agreement because of its
uncertainty beyond 2025.

The CFP implemented a rule
recently that a conference had to
have at least eight teams to be eligi-
ble to qualify for access to the play-
off.

Hancock said it was unclear
whether the Pac-12, if rebuilt will be
able to join the agreement.

The CFP has an agreement in
principle with ESPN on a new media
rights agreement worth $7.8 billion
that adjusts the value of the last two
years of the current 12-year contract
to account for more playoff games
and runs through 2031.

The CFP couldn’t complete that
deal without the conferences first
agreeing to participate in the playoff
and a revenue-sharing plan.

“We are still negotiating with
ESPN,” Hancock said. “We’re
encouraged about the position we
are in. But we still have work to do.”

Hancock declined to give details
of the revenue-sharing agreement.

It has been previously reported —
and confirmed by AP — the South-
eastern Conference and Big Ten
will receive more than 50% of the
distributed CFP revenue, with the
Atlantic Coast Conference and Big
12 getting about 30% combined and
the Group of Five Conferences and
Notre Dame the rest.

Big Ten and SEC schools will

receive an annual payout of about
$22 million per year.

Notre Dame’s share will be about
$12 million per year, about the same
as ACC and Big 12 schools. Schools
in Group of Five conferences will
earn about $2 million per year.

Bonuses for participation — cur-
rently $6 million for reaching the
semifinals and $4 million for other
New Year’s Six bowls — will be
eliminated for all but independents.
Notre Dame and UConn will be the
only official football independents
in FBS by 2025, when Massachu-
setts joins the MAC.

But the deal calls for Washing-
ton State and Oregon State to be
treated as non-Notre Dame inde-
pendents, receiving annual pay-
ments of $360,000 per year, start-
ing in 2026, according to another
person with direct knowledge of
the agreement. The schools have
been making about $5 million per
year in the current CFP deal as part
of the Pac-12.

Washington State President Kirk
Schulz and Oregon State President
Jayathi Murthy said in a statement
the CFP’s decision to “drastically
reduce the Pac-12 Conference’s
rightful share of CFP revenues” will
cause the financial gap the Pacific
Northwest schools are already fac-
ing to widen.

“Negotiations with the CFP con-
tinue, and we continue all options
on behalf of student-athletes and our
universities,” they said.

The deal also includes a look-
in by 2028 that could provide an
opportunity to make adjustments.

“This agreement is a really impor-
tant next step for the CFP,” Hancock
said. “It ensures that fans will con-
tinue to have a postseason football
tournament to enjoy, and they will
see the best teams in the country
competing for the national champi-
onship.”

Edward Jones

edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Finding

Jessfersonville (19-7) vs. Lawrence
North (25-3), 12 p.m.

Championship at 8 p.m.

3A North (Logansport)

Peru (16-10) vs. South Bend
Joseph (18-9), 10 a.m.

Delta (22-6) vs. Fairfield (20-6),
12 p.m

p.m.

Championship at 8 p.m.

3A South (Seymour)

Guerin Catholic (21-7) vs. Danville
Community (22-3), 10 a.m.

Evansville Bosse (15-10) vs. Scotts-
burg (22-5), 12 p.m.

Championship at 8 p.m.

2A North (Lafayette Jefferson)

North Judson-San Pierre (21-6)
vs. Wapahani (24-2), 10 a.m.

Wabash (21-5) vs. Fort Wayne

Friday, Mar. 15
TOURNAMENT
America East
Championship
Maine 64, Vermont 48
Mid American
Semifinal
Buffalo 77, Toledo 74, OT
Kent St. 65, Ball St. 50
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
Semifinal
Norfolk St. 73, Coppin St. 44
Howard 69, NC Central 56
Missouri Valley
Quarterfinal
Drake 79, Indiana St. 57
N. lowa 79, lllinois St. 75

solutions
for your
financial needs.

Belmont 70, lll. Chicago 65

Blackhawk Christian (21-6), 12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.
2A South (Southport)
Park Tudor (20-5) vs. Brownstown
Central (25-4), 10 a.m.
Forest Park (18-9) vs. Parke Heri-
tage (23-5), 11:45 p.m.

NBA BLUFFTON OSSIAN
Thursday’s Games DOUG FEAR, AAMS®  JEREMYTODD, AAMS®/  JEREMY PENROD, LARRY A. SMITH, AAMS®
L.A. Clippers 126, Chicago 111 Financial Advisor CFP® AAMS®/CFP® Financial Advisor
Milwaukee 114, Philadelphia 105 2035 Commerce Dr, — Financial Advisor Financial Advisor 102S. Jefferson
~ Friday’s Games Suite 209 1169 N. Main St. Suite2 ~ 201E. Market St., Suite 1~ 260-622-7952
Miami 108, Detroit 95 260-565-4134 260-824-0686 260-824-2354

Championship at 7:30 p.m.
1A North (Michigan City)
Liberty Christian (17-9) vs. Mar-
quette Catholc (12-15), 10 a.m.
Elkhart Christian (17-9) vs. Fort
Wayne Canterbury (16-9), 12 p.m.
Championship at 7:30 p.m.
1A South (Washington)
Greenwood Christian (18-7) vs.
Bethesda Christian (21-7), 10 a.m.
Evansville Christian (24-2) vs. Barr-
Reeve (24-2), 11:45 p.m.
Championship at 7:30 p.m.

College

Men’s Basketball Scores
Friday, Mar. 15
TOURNAMENT

American Athletic
Quarterfinal
South Florida 81, East Carolina
59

UAB 72, Wichita St. 60
FAU 77, North Texas 71

Atlantic Coast
Semifinal
North Carolina 72, Pittsburgh 65

Big 12
Semifinal
Houston 82, Texas Tech 59
Big East
Semifinal
UConn 95, St. John’s 90
Marquette 79, Providence 68
Big Ten
Quarterfinal
Purdue 67, Michigan St. 62
Wisconsin 70, Northwestern 61
lllinois 77, Ohio St. 74
Nebraska 93, Indiana 56
Conference USA
Semifinal
W. Kentucky 85, Middle Tennes-
see 54
Metro Atlantic Athletic
Semifinal
St. Peter’s 62, Quinnipiac 60
Mid-American
Semifinal
Kent St. 73, Bowling Green 60
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
Semifinal
Howard 80, Norfolk St. 74
Pac-12

Phoenix 107, Charlotte 96
Saturday’s Games
Cleveland at Houston, 5 p.m.
Brooklyn at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Washington at Chicago, 8 p.m.
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THE WEEK IN REVIEW

WEeEkLY Dow JONES AND S&P 500
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Dow Jones industrials
Close: 38,714.77
1-week change: -7.92 (0.0%)
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Stock MARKET INDEXES

52-Week Wk Wk YTD 12-mo
High Low Name Last Chg %Chg %Chg %Chg

39,282.28 31,429.82 Dow Jones Industrials ~ 38,714.77  -7.92  -02 +2.72 +21.51
16,717.04 13,400.45 Dow Jones Transportation 15,498.63 -219.59 -1.40 -252 +12.53

979.98  765.47 Dow Jones Utilities 850.29 -536 -63 -356 -7.90
18,064.12 14,471.08 NYSE Composite 17,848.08 -41.54  -23 +591 +22.26
16,449.70 10,982.80 Nasdaq Composite 15973.17 -111.94 -70 +6.41 +37.34
5,189.26 3,808.86 S&P 500 5117.09 -6.60 -13 +7.28 +30.65

2,994.56 2,322.38 S&P MidCap 292376 -2863 -97 4511 +23.13
52,279.11 37,776.71 Wilshire 5000 51,445.53 -169.87 -33 +6.52 +32.72
2,115.95 1,633.67 Russell 2000 2,039.32 -4339 -2.08 +60 +18.16

18,062.75 12,541.59 Lipper Growth Index 17,681.32 -188.60 -1.06 +9.03 +38.20

Stock EXCHANGE HIGHLIGHTS

NYSE GAINERs ($2 or moRre) | NYSE LoseRs ($2 or more) | NYSE ACTIVES ($1 OR MORE)

Name Last Chg %Chg | Name Last Chg %Chg | Name

Ranpak 751 +2.95 +64.7 | TorridHI 352 -1.35 -27.7 | Palantir
Starret 15.76 +5.84 +589 |LiveWire  6.08 -2.11 -25.8 | Pfizer 2680025 27.94 +.72
NuScale ~ 7.85 +2.36 +43.0 |CazooGrs 212 -62 -22.6 [ FordM 2625709 12.06 -.12
SonSenL 26.16 +7.37 +39.2 | Compass 293 -81 -21.7 | NY CmtyB 2406001 3.90 +.48
Flotek 384 +1.05 +37.6 | Skillsftrs  9.36 -2.39 -20.3 | AT&TInc 2338670 17.05 -.15
aalcoE 554 +1.25 +29.1 |LoanDpt 214 -52 -19.5 | ValeSA 2248834 11.96 -68
IHS Hid 304 +.64 +26.7 |SentnOne 22.09 -5.36 -19.5 | BkofAm 2175002 3541 -.19
BallysCp 1332 +2.70 +25.4 | B&W EnpfA11.58 -2.65 -18.6 | BrMySq 1950969 52.34 -1.45
FutureFuel 7.06 +1.39 +24.5 | Jabil 123.15 -28.09 -18.6 | MedProp 1799066 4.40 +.22
BldBear 29.96 +5.79 +24.0 | USSteel 38.85 -859 -18.1 [NuHidg 1584751 11.61 +.54

Vol (00) Last Chg
3055851 23.49 -2.55

NAsDAQ GAINERS ($2 or MoRE) | NASDAQ LOSERS ($2 or MORe) | NASDAQ ACTIVES ($1 OR MORE)

Name Last Chg 9%Chg | Name Last Chg %Chg | Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Cardlytc 1450 +6.57 +82.8 | Solowinn 11.00 -17.05 -60.8 | Tesla 5015799 163.57-11.77
eritone  3.88 +1.64 +73.2 | XTlAerors 243 -2.87 -54.2 | AMD 3960077 191.06-16.33
SoundHnd 5.10 +2.10 +70.0 | CareMxArs 554 -5.66 -50.5 | Apple Inc s 3667851 172.62 +1.89
iArg Inc 566 +2.29 +68.0 | CERoTher 2.15 -1.80 -45.6 | Nvidia 3212197 878.37 +3.09
[TrxadeGr rs28.80 +11.27 +64.3 | MultiSensr 2.31 -1.91 -45.3 | MarathDig 3164478 19.32 -4.16
Kidpikrs 442 +1.72 +63.7 | EnvoyMdAn5.00 -4.00 -44.4 | SoFiTech 2721327 7.03 -68
WirshipAl n 10.75 +3.95 +58.1 | LytusTch ~ 4.97 -3.04 -37.9 | RiviaAuA 2421053 11.04 -1.74
GIMofyMetn2.94 +1.05 +55.6 | Groupon  12.59 -6.39 -33.7 | Intel 2317007 42.64 -1.36
Yiuzi 206 +73 +54.9 | Telomrn 573 -273 -32.3 | GeronCp 2307303 3.36 +1.11

CXApp 291 +1.03 +54.8 | BladArA 270 -1.24 -31.5 | GrabHIA 2150945 3.17 +09
Stocks OF LocAL INTEREST

Wk Wk YTD Wk Wk YTD
Name Div Last Chg %Chg %Chg Name Div Last Chg %Chg %Chg
FLAC 200 84.37 +226 +28 +23 |IBM 6.64 191,07 -4.88 -25 +16.8
AT&TInc  1.11 17.05 -15 -09 +1.6 [InvQQQ 1.1643392 -510 -1.2 +6.0
AMD 1.60 191.06 -16.33 -7.9 +29.6 | Kroger 116 56.06 +09 +0.2 +22.6
Amazon .. 17442  -93 -0.5 +14.8 | LincNat 180 27.09 +02 +0.1 +4
AEP 352 8211 -1.73 -21 +1.1 |Lowes 44024473 +2.78 +1.1 +10.0
Apple Incs .96 172.62 +1.89 +1.1 -10.3 | MarathDig . 1932 416 -17.7 -17.8
ApldMatl ~ 1.60 198.65 -6.91 -3.4 +22.6 |McDnlds  6.68 279.14 -13.41 -46 -5.9
BP PLC 174 3749 +1.08 +3.0 +5.9 | MedProp 60 440 +22 +53 -104
BkofAm 96 3541 -19 -0.5 +52 [Microsoft 3.00 416.42 +10.20 +2.5 +10.7
BetterThr w05 -17 791 -76.9 [NLInds 32 664 +96 +169 +18.4
BrMySq 240 5234 -145 -27 +20 [NYCmtyB .20 3.90 +48 +140 -61.9
C3is hn .. .03 -06 -69.6 -94.7 [NiSource 1.06 2650 -51 -19 -2
CampSp 148 4271 +46 +1.1 -1.2 | Nikola .. .64 -03 -39 -264
Caterpillar  5.20 346.97 +7.78 +2.3 +17.4 |NorfkSo  5.40255.83 -3.71 -1.4 +82
Chevron  6.52 155.55 +5.67 +3.8 +4.3 | Nucor 2.16188.48 +2.66 +1.4 +83

Cisco 1.60 48.93 -57 -12 -3.1 [Nvidia 16 878.37 +3.09 +0.4 +77.4
Citigroup 212 5761 +10 +0.2 +12.0 | Palantir .. 2349 -255 -9.8 +36.8

CleanSp .. 1743 -2.81 -139 +58.0 |PepsiCo  5.06 164.66 +1.61 +1.0 -3.0
CocaCola 1.84 59.88 +85 +1.4 +1.6 | Pfizer 1.68 27.94 +72 +26 -3.0
DxSOXBr .. 359 +41 4129 -38.3 [PrUtPQ .. 57.76 230 -3.8 +139
DxSOXBI .. 4274 621 -127 +36.1 | PShtQQQ .. 1136 +40 +3.6 -155
Disney 30 111.95 +1.63 +1.5 +24.0 | RiviaAuA . 11.04 -1.74 136 -52.9

Eaton 292297.90 +41 +0.1 +23.7 |SpdrDJIA 3.98387.00 -99 -03 +2.7

EliLilly 52075417 -7.97 -1.0 +29.4 | S&P500ETF 4.13509.83 -1.89 -04 +7.3
ExxonMbl  3.80 111.27 +2.89 +2.7 +11.3 | SoFiTech .. 703 -68 -88 -293
FordM 60 1206 -12 -1.0 -1.1 [SPDRFncl .46 40.79 +.17 +04 +85
FrankElec .90 101.85 +03 .. +54 |StDynam 1.84137.90 +6.42 +4.9 +16.8
FrptMcM 30 4461 +476 +11.9 +4.8 | SummW . 03 -00 -97 -76.1
GenElec 32168.89 +.93 +0.6 +32.3 | Tellurian .96 +10 +11.0 +27.0
GeronCp .. 336 +1.11 +49.3 +59.2 | Tesla .. 16357 -11.77 6.7 -34.2
GrabHI A .. 317 +09 +29 59 [ValeSA 308 11.96 -68 -54 -24.6
HP Inc 1.02 3042 -04 -01 +1.1 |VerbTchrs .. 44 +.29+187.0+157.0
HomeDp  9.0037323 -12 .. +7.7 |VerizonCm 266 3949 -02 -0.1 +47

iShChinaLC .87 23.99 +52 +22 -2
iSh20 yrT  3.05 9294 -279 -29 -6.0
iShiBxHYB 5.09 77.07 -33 -04 -4

WalMarts .83 60.68 +77 +1.3
WalgBoots 1.00 20.82 -34 -1.6 -20.3
WsteMinc  3.00 210.53 +3.53 +1.7 +17.5

iIShR2K 17720241 -442 -21 +.8 | WellsFargo 1.40 57.51 +44 +0.8 +16.8
Intel 50 4264 -1.36 -3.1 -151 'XTlAerors .. 243 -2.87 -542 -56.6
MoONEY RATES CURRENCIES
Last Pvs Day Last Pvs Day
Prime Rate 8.50 8.50 | [Australia 1.5238 1.5195
Discount Rate 6.00 6.00 | |Britain 1.2738 1.2750
Federal Funds Rate 5.33 5.33 | |Canada 13541 1.3533
Treasuries Euro 9183 9187
1-year 5.05 5.04 | | japan 149.04 14831
2-year jgg jgg Mexico 167056 16.7082
o-year : 29 | |Switzerind 8839 8838
10-vear 431 429 British d d in U.S. dollars. All
ritis| ouna expressed In U.S. dollars.
30-year 443 429 others s%ow dolla‘r) in foreign currency.
MutuAaL Funps
Total Assets Total Return/Rank Pct
Name Obj (SMins) NAV  4-wk 12-mo 5-year Load
American Funds AmrcnBalA m  MA 101,638 33.11 +1.3 +187B +82B 575
American Funds EuroPacGrA m FG 20,484 5812 +3.5 +20.6/C +6.4/C 5.75

American Funds FdmtlinvsA m
American Funds GrfAmrcA m

LB 69,340 7721 +2.7 +35.7/A +127/D 5.75
LG 134,804 69.04 +1.6 +43.1/C +141/D 5.75
American Funds IncAmrcA m AL 74460 2379 +24 +126/E +7.0/[D 5.75
American Funds InvCAmrcA m LB 83,674 53.93 +22 +36.3/A +13.5/C 5.75
American Funds NwPrspctvA m WG 58,405 59.63 +2.1 +28.5/C +12.2B 5.75
American Funds WAMtinvsA m LB 81,962 60.49 +2.1 +28.3/D +125D 5.75
Davis NYVentureA m LB 4716 2893 +2.6 +39.8/A +10.8/E 4.75
Fidelity 500ldxInsPrm LB 515222 17811 +1.9 +33.6/B +145/A NL
Fidelity Contrafund LG 121,130 1857 +2.4 +531/A +16.7/A NL
Fidelity TtiMktldxInsPrm LB 88,994 140.90 +1.6 +327/C +137/C NL
Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA m LG 2,196 19.30 +1.5 +48.6/B +18.5/A 5.75
Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA m LG 3,998 144.41 +1.8 +51.6/A +17.1/A 575

George Putnam BalA m MA 1326 2406 +1.6 +23.8/A +9.7/A 575
INVESCO MnStrA m LB 8817 5426 +25 +31.7/C +12.6/D 5.50
PIMCO Inclnstl MU 85,098 10.54 +1.0 +8.2 +30 NL
Putnam DiversincA m NT 535 549 +1.1 +6.0/C +0.3/E 4.00
Putnam SustLeadersA m LG 5,712 12045 +2.8 +39.3/D +149/C 5.75
Putnam TEIncA m ML 539 785 +0.8 +58B +1.8B 4.00
Schwab SP500Idx LB 87,817 78.67 +1.9 +33.6/B +14.5/A NL
Thornburg IntermMnA m MI 262 1330 +0.7 +45/C +16/C 2.00
Thornburg LtdTrmUSGVtA m GS 41 1174 01 +12E -01/E 225

'anguard 500ldxAdmrl LB 489,260 47351 +1.9 +33.5B +145/A NL
'anguard GrldxAdmrl LG 74350 173.98 +0.7 +459/C +17.7/A NL
anguard InTrTEAdmrl Ml 69,555 13.68 +0.4 +4.3/C +20/A NL
'anguard PrmCpAdmrl LB 68,161 164.71 +1.6 +35.5/B +13.3/C NL
'anguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 76,463 1880 +2.0 +14.7 +65 NL
'anguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 90,610 3648 +23 +16.8 +73 NL
'anguard TrgtRtr2035Fd TI 93418 2287 +25 +18.5 +8.0 NL
'anguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 82,637 4082 +28  +20.3 +88 NL
'anguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 79,928 27.82 +3.0 +22.0 +9.6 NL
'anguard TrgtRtr2050Fd TN 66,801 4653 +3.2 +23.1 +9.8 NL
'anguard TtBMIdxAdmrl Cl 97453 948 00 +1.2D +04/C NL
'anguard TtInSIdxAdmrl x FB 73,196 3197 +3.2 +183/C +5.8/C NL
‘anguard TtInSldxInv x FB 189,637 19.12 +3.2 +18.3/C +5.8/C NL

'anguard TtISMIdxAdmrl
'anguard WingtnAdmrl x

LB 361,738 12347 +1.6 +326/C +13.7/C NL
MA 96,232 7349 +12 +189/B +87/A NL

CA -Conservative Allocation, Cl -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government,
IB -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same
objective: A s in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar.

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. If = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un =
Units. vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued. wt = Warrants.
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x = fund
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.
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Haunted by granddaughter’s
addiction and death

Dear Annie: Our granddaughter had
been on drugs for several years. She had
been in and out of jail and rehabs. She
had two children, ages 1 and 2. She basi-
cally abandoned them, so we all decided
tough love and prayer were the answer.

She was found by the side of the road
where someone dumped her, dead or
dying from a drug overdose. Now we
all feel guilty that we should have done
something other than the tough love
approach. She was only 23 years old.

What should we have done? —
Heartbroken Grandpa

Dear Heartbroken: I'm terribly sorry
for the loss of your granddaughter.
Death is always painful, but it’s espe-
cially devastating given how young she
was.

You and your family are not the first
to hope a tough love approach would
be the answer, but addiction is a cruel
beast, and your granddaughter was so
much more than hers.

It’s easy following tragedy to think of
all the things you wish you’d done dif-
ferently — maybe staging an interven-
tion, helping your granddaughter get
into treatment or obtain counseling —
but you must remember, in that moment
of time, you did what you thought was
best. What happened to her is not your
Sault.

Right now, try to focus on griev-
ing and honoring her memory, coming
together with your loved ones to cherish
the light and beauty she brought to this
world and to your family.

Dear Annie: The letter from “Care-
giver Not Good Enough,” who is the
sole caretaker for her partner with
dementia and other serious health prob-
lems, really resonated with me, not
because I’m in that situation myself, but
because I’'m a nurse case manager who
sees it all the time with my patients and
their spouses.

I often make the same suggestions
you did, but what I’'m finding is that so
many of these people don’t have friends
or family to lean on. Dementia tends
to isolate both the person who has it
and the caregiver. It can occur slowly

over the years as
friends and fam-

Dear

ily drift away, or ﬂnnie

by Annie Lane

sometimes they
were never there
to begin with.
Online support
groups can be
beyond the capa-
bility of many
seniors, especially
when motiva-
tion is lacking or
there’s no one to
show them how to
doit.

Unfortunately,
in this country, we
do not do a very good job of taking care
of our elders. Government funding for
respite care is hard to come by for any-
one except extremely low-income folks,
and there is a long wait even when you
qualify. Paying for caregivers is costly
and outside the realm of possibility for
many.

This caregiver is clearly suffering
from depression, which could be a long-
standing problem or may just be situ-
ational. I’d highly recommend she start
by talking to her primary care physician.
An antidepressant could be life-chang-
ing, even for situational depression.
Other suggestions would be to reach out
to a local place of worship, which can
be a great source of support. Most cities
have a senior center, and I know mine
has a support group that meets in person
for spouses of people with Alzheimer’s
and dementia. I wish her all the best. —
Nursing Knowledge

Dear Nursing Knowledge: Thank you
for your response and recommendations.
Other readers agreed with you that
“Caregiver” was clearly depressed her-
self and could benefit from medical care.
Hopefully she will begin prioritizing her
own health the same way she does her
partner’s and realize what a difference it
can make on her overall well-being.

Send your questions for Annie Lane
to dearannie@creators.com.
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Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham §{

Question: I fight dis-
couragement daily though
I am a strong believer and
Jollower of Jesus Christ. 1
read devotionals that make
me feel ashamed because
I don’t measure up to the
standard of being happy by
others expectations. I don’t

Do not be trapped by
the world’s darkness

encourages those we
come in contact with.
Many may be more
discouraged than we
are.

We must desire to live
an outflowing life in the
context of eternity. When
Jesus left this earth after
His resurrection, He said,
“It is to your advantage
that I go away; for if I do

much more discouraged
others are. Make a point to
be pleasant and smile. Peo-
ple from every race and
culture respond to a smile.
Try it and you will see.
There is indeed so much
unpleasantness in this
world, but the Bible says
that the kingdom of God is
“peace and joy” (Romans
14:17,NKIJV).
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“Don’t worry, Grandma. Maybe

your wish
true an

will come
yway.”

"WHEN LEFT TO HIS OWN DEVICES, LEROY CAN'T FIGURE

OUT HOW TO USE THEM."

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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TLC 36 | 73 |183(280|(4:00) My 600-Lb. Life  [Seeking Sister Wife Seeking Sister Wife 90 Day: Single Life (N) |90 Day: Single Life (N) {90 Day: Single Life (N) |Love "Aniyo Thank You" {90 Day: The Single Life 2 10 |11
38| 77 120/269 The UnXplained "Real |The UnXplained "The |The UnXplained "Holy |The UnXplained "The [The UnXplained (:05) UnXplained "The  ((05) The UnXplained  |(05) The UnXplained
HIST Life Monsters" Hunt for Jack the Ripper" [Relics" Oak Island Curse" "Mysterious Monoliths" |Underground World" “Sacred Bones" "The Oak Island Curse"
A&E 39 (134/118|265|The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "End Game" The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 (:05) First 48 "Last Shift" |(.05) The First 48
40 |117]185(312 (:00) ¥ Dating the % The 27-Hour Day (2021, Romance) Andrew % The More Love Grows (2023, Drama) Warren  |¥ Romance With a Twist (2024, Romance) Olivier |Gold. Girls |Golden
HALL Delaneys Rachel Boston. |Walker, Rhiannon Fish, Autumn Reeser. Christie, Patrick Gilmore, Rachel Boston. (P) Renaud, Candice Lidstone, Jocelyn Hudon. "Sisters"  |Girls
(3:30) % Pirates of the Caribbean:  [(40) ¥ Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest (2006, Adventure) Orlando %% Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End (2007, Adventure) Orlando
SYFY 411135122244/ 14 Cyrse of the Black Pearl Bloom, Keira Knightley, Johnny Depp. Bloom, Keira Knightley, Johnny Depp.
8BS 43 [130[139247|Movie (45) 5k %k 22 Jump Street ("14) Channing Tatum, Jonah Hill. [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [¥%% 21 Jump Street ('12) Jonah Hill. [(15) % 22 Jump Street
44 |131/138]2a5 (3:00) ¥ ¥k Justice League (2017, Action) Henry Cavill, Gal Gadot,  |Collision Exciting matches, stories and action %% Suicide Squad (2016, Action) Jared Leto, Margot Robbie, |(:40) %
NT Suicide Sq... |Ben Affleck. featuring the world-class All Elite Wrestling roster. |Will Smith. Justice Le...
(3:30) ¥k % Rampage |¥%%% Iron Man (2008, Action) Terrence Howard, Gwyneth Paltrow, Robert %% Iron Man 2 (2010, Action) Gwyneth Paltrow, Don Cheadle, Robert %% k% Star Trek Into
AMC 4 131)254 ('18) Dwayne Johnson.  |Downey Jr.. Downey Jr.. Darkness Chris Pine.
COM 47 107/249|Movie |?-*** Meet the Parents ('00) Ben Stiller, Robert De Niro. To Be Announced ®% %% The Other Guys ('10) Mark Wahlberg, Will Ferrell. \South Park
NASCAR Food City 500, Qualifying From Bristol NASCAR RaceDay - NASCAR Weather Guard Truck Race From Bristol ~ |The American Rodeo Championship Round American Horseman
Fst 4864 1150/219| 1o Speedway in Bristol, Tenn. (L) (N) NCTS Bristol (L) (N) Motor Speedway in Bristol, Tenn. (L) (N)
WGN 53 307|Blue Bloods Blue Bloods (L) (N) (L) (N) [NewsNation (L) (N) Prime [NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime
WE 57 128(260|NCIS "Pyramid" NCIS NCIS "Restless" NCIS [NCIS NCIS "Safe Harbor" [NCIS "Thirst” NCIS "Devil's Triangle"
FOOD 59 [153(110(231|Alex "Alex vs French"  |Diners |Diners Diners \Diners Tournament of Champ "Time for Battle" Tournament "First Round Battles Heat Up" Tournament
BRAVO 60 [140/129(237|Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules [Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules
NICK 68 170|299/ (4:00) ¥ Hotel Transyl ¥ % Cloudy With a Chance of Meathalls ¥ Trolls World Tour ('20) Anna Kendrick. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends
DISN 69 [ 30 [172[290[Big City [Big City [Big City [Big City [Big City [Big City [Big City [Big City [Kiff Kiff Hailey Hailey Marvel's [Marvel's [Ladybug [Ladybug
(3:40) ¥% % The Lion (:20) ¥4 % Jungle Cruise (2021, Adventure) Emily Blunt, Edgar Ramirez, Dwayne Johnson. |(:25) ¥%% Jumanji (1995, Children) Bonnie Hunt, Kirsten Dunst, [#-%%% Frankenweenie
FREEFORM | 70 | 32 180|311 King Donald Glover. Robin Williams. ('12) Catherine 0'Hara.
301 3000501 (:10) The Regime ®%* Meg 2: The Trench (2023, Sci-Fi) Jing Wu, |%¥%%% Dream Scenario ('23) (:45) ¥%* Get Smart (2008, Comedy) Anne (:40) Nikki Glaser: Good |(:40) % Pitch
HBO Sophia Cai, Jason Statham. Julianne Nicholson, Nicolas Cage. (P) |Hatt Dwayne Johnson, Steve Carell. Clean Filth Perfect 2
MAX 325 3100515 (4:10) ¥% Paranoia ('13) |(:55) ¥4 XXX (2002, Action) Asia Argento, %% %% Black Mass (2015, Crime Story) Joel (:05) ¥4 Freedomland (2006, Mystery) Julianne |(:55) ¥ Attack the
Liam Hemsworth. Marton Csokas, Vin Diesel. Edgerton, Benedict Cumberbatch, Johnny Depp. Moore, Edie Falco, Samuel L. Jackson. Block (‘11) John Boyega.
351/851(318 (:15) % Emily (2022, History) Fionn Whitehead, Oliver Jackson-  (:25) ¥%% You Hurt My Feelings |%%% What Happens Later ('23) (:45) ¥4 % Sleeping With Other People (2015, Bk ok
SHOW 51/851|318|545 Cohen, Emma Mackey. ('23) Julia Louis-Dreyfus. David Duchovny, Meg Ryan. (P) Romance) Alison Brie, Adam Scott, Jason Sudeikis. |Adore
(4:05) ¥k % Miller's  |®k%*% The Godfather (1972, Crime Story) Al Pacino, James Caan, Marlon %% %% The Godfather, Part Il (1974, Crime Story) Robert Duvall, Diane Keaton, Al (25)%
™C 375(859/327|553 Crossing Gabriel Byrne. |Brando. Pacino. Godfather...
M - Mediacom A -Adamswells D1-Dish D2 - DirecTV
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Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.
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©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Difficulty: k%%

FOR SALE

3/16

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-

~FHoLLey
OALESINC

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-

er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the

tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume

opportunity to make extra |to
money with this Everest VX3  |dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
vending machine. $45,000.00 |For more  information, call

260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

260-478-7411.

Z
)

Public

MARCH 17-25 - (Online Only Auction) - Various consignors,
seller. Antiques, primitives, Lionel trains and train items, modern
furniture, vintage advertising, household items, patio furniture.
Auction Preview: March 19 and March 21 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
118 East Craig St., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.

MARCH 23 - 10 a.m. - Various owners represented. Location:
Farmers Grain & Ag LLC, 1257 St. Rd. 33, Willshire, OH. Trac-
tors, combines, heads & carts, harvest equip., Grain carts, wag-
ons, trucks, trailers, pickups, construction, manure equipment,
livestock equipment, hay equipment, planters, no-till drills, spray-
ers, NH3 bars, farm related, miscellaneous, mowers & ATVs,
toys, native lumber. Questions, call: Farmers Grain & Ag, LLC,
419-495-2338. Auction managers: Ritter Cox, 800-451-2709,
260-609-3306 & Tim Kreider, 260-413-8008. Schrader Real
Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 260-244-7606, 800-451-2709,
SchraderAuction.com.

MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of San-
dra McCay and others, seller. 2007 Dodge Caliber SXT sedan,
1999 Ford F250 with dump bed, 2013 12’ utility trailer, primitives,
Turn of the Century cast iron riding horse, quilts, large qty. of
crocks, antique furniture, Fenton, Carnival and other glassware.
Preview: March 21, March 28 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 816 S. 11th
Street, Decatur, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com,
260-824-3006.

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING APRIL 4 STARTING AT 6 p.m.
EST - Joann Groves, Anita Miller & Veda Ewart POA, owner.
6 p.m.: 2,132 sf, 4 bedroom, 1 bath, partial basement, 2-car
attached garage, sitting on .4 acre city lot, South Adams Commu-
nity School, Wabash Township, Adams County. 6:30 p.m.: Furni-
ture, household items, cast iron pans, lots of collectibles, dishes,
Zippo lighters & more! Preview March 25, 5-6 p.m., 230 High
Street, Geneva. Pick up April 5, 1-5 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique Blue Bar and
Grill (Formerly Stag Bar), seller. Ongoing needs. Outstanding
collection of beer signs, neon signs, beer taps, collectibles, tools,
much more. Preview: April 4 and April 11 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
205 W. Market St., Bluffton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., http://
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

APRIL 8-APRIL 15 - (Online Only Auction) - Fort Wayne Com-
munity Schools, seller. Excess needs of FWCS Transportation
Department. Mechanic and shop equipment, shelving, computer
monitors and electronics, office furniture, parts washer, air com-
pressor, much more. Preview: April 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
6006 Ardmore Ave., Fort Wayne, IN. The Steffen Group Inc.,
260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 9 - 6 p.m. - Michael & Shelley Mossburg, owners.
Wells County Chamber of Commerce, 211 Water Street, Bluffton.
Commercial real estate & land auction. Seven tracts to be sold
in individual tracts or any combinations. Open house March 26,
5-6 p.m. or by appointment, 1600 W. Washington St., Bluffton.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.

APRIL 12-APRIL 19 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of
Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Huge jewelry and coin
auction. Seven Rolex watches, fine diamond rings, necklaces,
earrings, 14ct, 18ct and 22ct gold jewelry, sterling silver jewelry,
350+ Invicta luxury watches, coin collection. Auction preview:
April 14 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN.
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
APRIL 13-APRIL 20 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of
Dr. Hugh and Rhea Glidewell, seller. Major personal property
auction. 2008 Mercedes sedan, large quantity of high-end cam-
era equipment, professional telescope, new high end his and her
golf clubs and accessories, huge qty. of power and hand tools,
modern furniture, sterling silver flatware set, Smith and Wesson
revolver, jewelers safes, much more. Auction preview: April 14
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 2926 Smith Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 20 - 10 a.m. - (Live Auction) - Marc and Valerie Ham-
man, seller. 6530 S. 300 E., Hamilton, IN. Three lots adjacent to
Hamilton Lake with 2 car 26'x28’ garage. This is the perfect prop-
erty to build a new home, extra storage and parking. The Steffen
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

Read & recycle this newspaper

FOOD SERVICE We are
looking for a Food Service
personnel to join our team. If
you enjoy cooking, managing
kitchen operations, and men-
toring team members, we
want to hear from you! For
full details, visit
www.canteenservices.com

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-

hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to

wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West

Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to

prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

Public Notice

SUMMONS — SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF INDIANA )
COUNTY OF WELLS )
) SS:
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
WELLS COUNTY
BLUFFTON, INDIANA
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
PLAINTIFF

Vs
CORNELIUS BLANTON, JR.;
COLLEEN D. BLANTON A/K/A
COLLEEN D. SMITH; THE
SECRETARY OF HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT;
SNOW & SAUERTEIG, LLP;
NEW WORLD COLLECTIONS,

INC.
DEFENDANTS
CAUSE NO:
90C01-2311-MF-000026
NOTICE OF SUIT

To the defendants above
named, and any other person who
may be concerned.

You are notified that you have
been sued in the Court above
named.

The nature of the suit against
you is the foreclosure of a mort-
gage upon the property legally
described as follows:

Property located in the State
of Indiana, County of Wells, Lot
Numbered 26 as known and des-
ignated on the recorded plat of
Wiley’s second addition to the city
of Bluffton.

Commonly known as:

621 South Williams Street

Bluffton, IN 46714

This summons by publication is
specifically directed to the following
defendant(s) whose whereabouts
are unknown.

Cornelius Blanton, Jr.

In addition to the above-named
defendants being served by this
summons, there may be other
defendants who have an interest in
this lawsuit.

An answer or other appropriate
response in writing to the Com-
plaint must be filed either by you or
your attorney with the Clerk of the
Court for Wells County at:

Clerk of Wells County

Courthouse,

102 West Market Street

Bluffton, IN 46714

on or before the 29th day of
April, 2024, (the same being thirty
(30) days after the Third Notice of
Suit), and if you fail to do so a judg-
ment may be entered against you
for what the plaintiff has demand-
ed.

— e

Codilis Law, LLC
Electronically Signed by:
/s/ Brian Berger
19753-45

ATTEST:

Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Attorney for Plaintiff
Codilis Law, LLC
8050 Cleveland Place
Merrillville, IN 46410
(219) 736-5579
15-23-01577
NOTE: This law firm is a debt
collector.
nb 3/16, 3/23, 3/30
hspaxlp

SUDOKU ANSWER

VEHICLES

Auto/Trucks

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,
INC. Huge Repo Sale March
21, 2024. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-

Classifieds

Place Your Ad 24/7: o 7o www.news-banner.com Anp cLick on “Classifieds”
0R cALL 824-0224 vion-Fri 8-5 @ ToLLrreE 800-579-7476 ¢ rax 824-0700

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

WE ACCEPT

ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

HELOISE HINT: If you are
involved in a fender bender
with another vehicle. Even if
the damage doesn’t seem to
be that bad, give your vehicle,
as well as the other vehicle
involved, a detailed inspec-
tion. Record the damage. Take
pictures of everything at the
scene. Send the photos to your
insurance agent for documen-
tation. Call the police to report
the accident. Also get the other
driver’s information. Email HE-
LOISE@Heloise.com.

PRECISION LAND MAN-
AGEMENT
Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition

Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

Services

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-
VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. FREE
design consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier (I)

Lottery Numbers

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 10-13-18-29-41
Cash4Life — 23-28-44-46-47, Cash Ball: 01

Quick Draw Midday — 05-08-13-15-16-17-25-26-27-

NOTICE

28-32-42-48-50-51-52-59-62-65-78, BE: 50

Daily Three-Midday — 05-08-01, SB: 01

HAVING AN UPCOMING
event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for

online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

Daily Three-Evening — 04-02-00, SB: 06

Daily Four-Midday — 07-03-01-02, SB: 01

Daily Four-Evening — 05-04-01-07, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening — 01-07-13-18-19-20-26-33-42-
44-46-52-54-58-60-62-68-72-73-77, BE: 77

Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $6.9

an additional $5. Contact the| million

Bluffton News-Banner office MEGA MILLIONS

at 260-824-0224 or 125 N. .
13-25-50-51-66, Mega Ball: 06, Megaplier: 5X

Johnson St., Bluffton, IN, or POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $600 million

Z

'505@

March

GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

‘.
‘v

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

2w oFFicE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

/€I‘I‘l/ Hlack

&ssociates

ASSISTING IN:

« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

&2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

JC

GARAG E DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- e
Home Healthcare. 1117 NAELA

et o e L B,
MEMRER

As your guide through
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

2
HIDEAWRY

BEER==BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on Ei for our Events.

128 S Jounson ST. ©824-0455

Home Remodel and Repair

=
b

Locally
Owned

[#REpair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
(Concrete « Doors
Windows - Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican | FREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

Seamless
Sure-Flo Gutters
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN « 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

- Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
» Storm Damage

We Carry Prevagen and CBD OQil!
B Warren Tﬁarmacy@?

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN

Camelot Quto LLL

Get Cash NOW
260-307—1302

A-1 U-Stor

D Safe & Secure
—

Self Storage

—— 824-1846
Safety Lighting *Clean Units
24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras

www.a1-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays

oue Xxxx Ao Call 273-9678 or 824-4782
%’Z 9|€|6|¥7|L|L]G9]|8 In Monroe at corner of
= U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
fjggggg;g ?ﬂ?ﬂieiﬁuﬁuﬂk@m
79/6111216/2|€ 87| ||yoOURBUSINESS INTHE NEWS-BANNER Ewm/ Dm/.’
66/2|v[€|L|8|G|9]L Forasllttleas Call
zsl21el8l9lsivizi6ellL Plus TZseCr);sxene.ll(tl)umal 824-0224 or
v[1[z][s][e[9]8]z]6 pER,SSUE : 622-4108
G|8L|L|C|6|9|V|€ . you can keep your name in the public eye! Apr. deadline is
clelolviglzlilzls Increaseyourbusmesswnhregularadvertlsmg' Tues., Mar. 26!

COUNTRY
PLAC E Apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

» Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered
@ LL;‘- OssianApartments.com




