
By JONATHAN SNYDER
In his State of the City address 

at the Wells Chamber of Com-
merce quarterly luncheon, Mayor 
John Whicker stated that the city 
is not standing still. Whicker cited 
new utility improvement projects 
and regulations, Parks Depart-
ment’s accomplishments, and the 

new fire territory.
Whicker started by highlight-

ing the city’s growing pains. Since 
the city has surpassed 10,000 resi-
dents, the Common Council need-
ed to add two more members and a 
new district. Sarah Reed was elect-
ed District Five representative, and 
Blake Fiechter was elected to the 

At Large position.
Bluffton also received 

a notice from the Indiana 
Department of Environ-
mental Management that 
it must adopt stormwa-
ter control regulations. 
Whicker stated that the 
rules are a “significant 
burden” and that prop-
erty owners should expect 
a stormwater charge on 
utility bills in the future. 
Stormwater pipes are also 
being lined to reduce the 
amount of water traveling 
to the wastewater plant. 

Additionally, a federal 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency mandate 
states that Bluffton needs 
to identify any lead water 
pipes by October of this 
year. Whicker mentioned 
that the process had been 
underway for a couple 
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Whicker lauds city infrastructure and more to come

Mayor John Whicker (pictured) as he gave his 
perspective on the state of the city on Thurs-
day afternoon. (Photo by Sydney Kent)

Stringer looks toward growth, 
community strength in address

By HOLLY GASKILL
Looking at this past year and Wells County’s 

future, Commissioner President Jeff Stringer 
expressed his desire to continue investing in future 
growth while maintaining a commitment to the 
taxpayer’s investment. 

A large part of which, he said, begins with the 
diverse opinions of people who are willing to push 
Wells forward and the partnership of the county, 
Bluffton and towns.

In the annual State of the County address 
Wednesday, Stringer referenced changes with 
commissioner-appointed boards, where he says 
more diverse opinions have been encouraged 
and boards have taken a more active role in 
their respective groups. He specifically cited the 
Board of Health, which has filled its long-time 
vacancy. 

Stringer also recognized the tumultuous time 
the Health Department experienced this last year, 
with turnover in three full-time positions within 
the small department. He commended Marlene 
Hoag for keeping the Health Department afloat. 
Hoag returned from the position she had retired 
from not even a year prior and remained with the 

Commissioner Jeff Stringer spoke immediately fol-
lowing Mayor Whicker at the first Chamber quarterly 
luncheon of the year. (Photo by Sydney Kent)

By JONATHAN SNYDER
An electric power pole fell down on Thursday, leav-

ing a section of North Main Street between State Road 
124 and East Dustman Road closed for over eight hours.

Because the pole needed replacing, the power was 
intentionally cut on the west side of State Road 1, from 
Madison Avenue to Lancaster Street. Most streets com-
ing off of Lancaster also lost power for that period of 
time.

At 6 p.m., traffic extended for over a half a mile at the 
stop sign connecting North 450 East and SR-124 due to 
detours. 

The outage also caused traffic lights at the North Main 
Street and SR-124 intersections to lose power, along with 
the Dustman Road and North Main Street intersections.

The weather conditions hindered the efforts to get 

the area cleaned up, with heavy rains and winds pelting 
the area around 6 p.m. Tornado sirens were set off just 
before 6:30 p.m., which led to a longer clean-up time.

The Bluffton Police Department’s Facebook stated 
that it hoped the work would be finished before 9 p.m. 
Chandler Gerber talked to police and electric, with both 
departments stating they were good to turn the power on 
at 10:34 p.m.

jonathan@news-banner.com

Storms pass 
through Bluffton 
causing outages

Pictured at top, the culprit of Thursday’s extensive com-
mutes and power issues. (Photos by Sydney Kent)

By SYDNEY KENT
Trial dates have been delayed for a Markle man accused 

of murdering his grandmother last fall.
Anthony Castleman, 37, originally requested to exercise 

his right to a fast and speedy trial during his initial hearing 
in Huntington County last month.

According to Huntington County Prosecutor, Jeremy 
Nix, Castleman changed his mind following a meeting with 
his attorney. The five-day trial, originally scheduled to begin 
on April 22, is now expected to begin on August 26.

Additionally, Special Judge Honorable Samuel K. Con-
rad will now preside over the case.

Nix clarified that both the Huntington County Circuit and 
Superior Court judges have recused themselves from the 
case due to conflicts of interest.

A warrant for Castleman’s arrest was filed after police 
found the body of Bernice “Dianna” Eubank, 72, with 
numerous stab wounds located on her property, where Cas-

Markle murder 
trial date delayed 
until late August

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Dilapidated fencing and dirt for a baseball diamond 

at Lions Park will be salvaged and the land reseeded for a 
grassy play area, a decision approved by the Bluffton Park 
Board on Thursday.

Parks Department Superintendent Brandy Fiechter stated 
that there has been some interest for soccer in that area. John 
Gerber supported the decision, noting that soccer has seen 
an increased interest throughout the United States for some 
time. The board also decided that the diamond dirt will be 
salvaged and sent to other diamonds that need it.

The board also approved Fiechter’s recommended hir-
ings for pool managers and maintenance positions, life-
guards, concession workers and managers along with gen-
eral park maintenance staff. Fiechter mentioned there were 
an “abundance” of applicants for this summer and that she’s 
really happy with the group she is bringing in.

Regional tournaments for high school girls’ tennis will 
have three courts from Washington Park available to them, 
thanks to Park Board approval. While the main courts used 
will be at Bluffton High School, the Indiana High School 

Park board makes 
summer hires, 
updates to parks
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Whicker lauds infrastructure Weather
Friday, March 15, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:44 p.m. Thursday)
High: 66; Low: 53; Precipitation: 2 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 4.88  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Cloudy, with a high near 52. North wind 10 to 15 

mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 33. North 

wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 58. Southwest wind 

10 to 15 mph increasing to 15 to 20 mph in the afternoon. 
Winds could gust as high as 30 mph. 

Saturday Night: A 20% chance of showers before 2 a.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 35. West wind around 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 42.
Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 27.
Monday: Partly sunny, with a high near 35.
Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 25.
Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 45.
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 28.
Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 47.
Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 30.
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of months with Dave Hen-
dricks, an influential figure 
in the proceedings. Whicker 
also stated that mandates for 
replacing these pipes will 
come later. 

Furthermore, Commu-
nity Crossings’ street repav-
ing program changed from 
a 20-80% city to INDOT 
match to a 50-50 split.

While the burdens are 
significant, Whicker is 
not blind to the good done 
throughout the city last year. 
He praised the improve-
ments to the wastewater 
plant and wastewater col-
lection projects on Dust-
man Road and Timberidge. 
James S. Jackson Company 
of Bluffton was awarded 
the wastewater plant job for 
$31,860,000. The wastewa-
ter collection projects cost 
$12,000,000. 

“It is great to have a 
local connection with this 
(wastewater plant) project,” 
Whicker said.

Whicker also mentioned 

that work has begun on a 
new electric substation next 
to the Animal Shelter on 
Cherry Street, giving Bluff-
ton additional capacity and 
redundancy. The estimated 
cost for the project currently 
totals around $13,000,000, 
but Whicker mentioned that 
the amount could change 
hereafter.

In the public safety sec-
tor, Whicker mentioned the 
newly created fire territory 
involving Bluffton, Har-
rison and Lancaster town-
ships. While Whicker did 
not shirk from the cost of 
personnel and equipment, 
citing that a 100-foot Pierce 
Aerial truck now costs 
$2,500,000, the structure 
fires at Capri Apartments 
and the Gal-Ham building 
show the need for a properly 
equipped team. Whicker 
praised the Fire Department 
for handling the blazes, stat-
ing there was no loss of life 
in both instances.

Whicker also lauded an 
interlocal agreement that 

routes county and city 911 
calls to a single communica-
tion center operated by the 
city, allowing for consistent 
responses for Bluffton citi-
zens. 

There are two new hous-
ing sub-divisions under 
construction, with Whicker 
hoping that the Parlor Bluffs 
and Harvest Acres develop-
ments will help address the 
housing shortage in the city. 
Two new positions were cre-
ated for the city, with the 
vacant City Engineer posi-
tion able to track current and 
future projects and Director 
of Information Technology 
Karen Morris able to coor-
dinate technological needs 
and give counsel on security 
in an age of cyber attacks. 
Whicker noted the impor-
tance of keeping technol-
ogy current and that the city 
is working with a new city 
website for ease of business 
between the city and devel-
opers.

Whicker also praised the 
actions of the Parks Depart-

ment for developing Lan-
caster Park. He mentioned 
Brandy Fiechter’s leader-
ship in helping secure grants 
for the project and making 
that park a hallmark of the 
Northern Wells area.

Whicker further men-
tioned some challenges 
currently plaguing the city. 
Whicker noted that recruit-
ing and retaining good 
employees for all depart-
ments has been challenging, 
along with keeping the city 
on a solid fiscal foundation. 
Whicker also mentioned that 
city cleanliness is a personal 
pet peeve and encouraged 
the city to keep trash and 
junk picked up.

Whicker hopes to make 
Bluffton an excellent place 
to live, work and raise a 
family while partnering with 
the county on projects that 
save taxpayers money. In 
closing, Whicker mentioned 
that the city “does not plan 
on standing still anytime 
soon.”

jonathan@news-banner.com

department for over seven months. 
“She bailed us out,” Stringer said, 
adding that Public Health Nurse Lynn 
Blevins was a “rock” for the depart-
ment.

However, Springer stated that the 
county is “not done” with develop-
ments at the Health Department, and 
referenced the impending confirma-
tion of the recent board-appointed 
new health officer, Dr. Brandon Hug-
gins. The item is on the commission-
ers’ agenda for its meeting at 5 p.m. on 
Monday.

In addition to board responsibil-
ity, Stringer expressed his desire for 
more accountability with organizations 
receiving county funding. 

“If you take money from the tax-
payer, you owe it back to the taxpayer 
to have a plan for where the money’s 
going — a clear plan,” Stringer stated. 

Stringer then commended the efforts 
of the Regional Sewer District, which 
he said has opened up opportunities for 
the county to grow into new areas. He 
also highlighted Wells County Jail ren-
ovations and the new highway garage 
as significant developments in county 
infrastructure.

Even so, Stringer recognized there 
are significant obstacles to overcome 
— multiple key county roles have 

experienced turnover in the last year, 
the county engineer position remains 
vacant and there’s a critical need for 
firefighters.

He also emphasized the lack of 
youth remaining in the commu-
nity, saying he wants to increase the 
amount of quality jobs and housing 
available. In doing so, Stringer refer-
enced his children who have settled 
elsewhere. 

“I would love to see them here,” 
Stringer said. “I’ve lived all over. I 
stayed in Wells County because there’s 
something different. I love raising my 
children here. It’s a great community 
based in faith. It’s a great community 
based on patriotism. I want that for my 
kids. I want that here.”

Additionally, Stringer’s outlook 
leaned heavily on what he saw as the 
strength of Wells County — its com-
mitment to faith and country, the peo-
ple’s service and hard work, and the 
enduring community spirit.

“We, Wells County, are always 
willing to give time, effort and money 
to help — always,” Stringer said. 
“When life deals us tragedies, natural 
disasters or challenges, Wells County 
stands up, unites, and pulls together, 
always has. For fundraisers, com-
munity service, prayer groups, and 
prayer circles, Wells County is united 

and there for each other. We set aside 
differences and lift one another up, 
overcoming challenges, removing 
obstacles, and truly caring for one 
another. No matter what our difficul-
ties are — yesterday, today or tomor-
row — we will overcome them and 
move forward like we always have 
and always will.” 

In continuing this tradition, Stringer 
said the county government plans to 
continue partnering with the city of 
Bluffton and area towns to encourage 
growth and development in all areas. 
Exemplifying this, Stringer cited the 
recent partnership between the city and 
county for one dispatch center. 

“We’re working together, we’re 
pooling efforts, we’re pooling resourc-
es to make things better,” he said.

Stringer ended by encouraging dis-
cussion and thanking for the commu-
nity’s participation thus far. 

He concluded, “Thank you for the 
input, insight and support. It’s been 
an honor and continues to be an honor 
for all three of us (commissioners) to 
serve. And let’s make sure that we’re 
still on that path, that as we go forward, 
we’re building on that strong founda-
tion of the community and we con-
tinue to grow and make Wells County 
strong.” 

holly@news-banner.com

tleman is alleged to have 
also lived.

A reward was offered 
for information that led to 
Castleman’s arrest. How-
ever, he was ultimately 
apprehended in the small 
town of Rochelle, Georgia 
by the town’s police chief 
on Christmas Day. Castle-
man returned back to the 

state after a lengthy extra-
dition process in Febru-
ary. An additional habitual 
offender enhancement was 
added during his initial 
hearing.

Castleman is scheduled 
for a final pretrial confer-
ence in this matter at 1 p.m. 
on July 19 in the Huntington 
Circuit Court.

sydney@news-banner.com
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Markle murder

Stringer looks toward growth

Athletic Association noti-
fied the department that they 
needed some extra space. 
The courts will be used May 
21-22 from 3 p.m. to sun-
down. 

The board also approved 
Family Center Services’ 
request for Pickett’s Run 
Park to play host to their 
annual duck race. The event 
will take place Aug. 10 with 
the race starting at noon.

The board also heard 
updates from Bluffton 
Youth Baseball and Soft-
ball while approving both 
organizations to use base-
ball diamonds at Roush 
and Jefferson Parks. Gary 

Napier of Youth Baseball 
stated that they will hold a 
calendar fundraiser for their 
teams this year and drop-
ping the home run derby 
and hit-a-thon. Napier also 
mentioned that the Koufax 
league, Bluffton’s travel 
baseball program, will only 
have one 12-man team this 
year.

Bluffton Softball, how-
ever, is growing this year. 
Currently, it is estimated 
that 182 girls have signed 
up for softball this year 
with more sign up session 
to go. Softball typically sees 
180-187 girls sign up every 
year. Because of this some 
practices will be held at the 

smaller diamond at Jeffer-
son Park.

The board was also noti-
fied that the department 
has started on siding work 
for the pool house, and that 
Wayne Asphalt will need to 
dig up some of the parking 
lots in Lancaster Park when 
they start to build the pickle-
ball courts. Fiechter believes 
that Lancaster Park may 
need to be fully shut down 
so the work can be done.

The board also thanked 
donors from various events, 
along with two unrestricted 
donations from Huggins-
Mann Pretzels Incorpo-
rated’s Legacy Fund for 
$3,800 and Tri-Kappa for 

$200. Donations for races 
throughout Wells totaled 
$6,600 and money for 
Kehoe Park’s Summer Con-
cert Series totaled $16,150. 
Fiechter mentioned that they 
are about at the halfway 
point of their goal for the 
concert series.

Fiechter also mentioned 
that the Daddy Daughter 
Dance on Feb. 18 was a very 
busy night, with 63.5 total 
volunteer hours recorded 
that day. Fiechter also hopes 
that the warmer weather 
will see more pavilion rent-
als. The department saw six 
total rentals throughout last 
month.

jonathan@news-banner.com
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Parks board hires

By EMMA BURROWS 
Associated Press

Ukraine fired at least eight missiles 
at Russia’s Belgorod border region, 
killing two people and wounding 12, 
local officials said Thursday, as Kyiv’s 
forces apparently kept up efforts to 
rattle the Kremlin on the eve of Rus-
sia’s presidential election that is taking 
place amid a ruthless crackdown on 
dissent.

Also, Ukrainian forces attempted 
cross-border raids that were repelled 
in Belgorod and the Kursk region, 
according to local authorities. The 
Russian Defense Ministry claimed its 
troops killed 195 Ukrainian soldiers 
and destroyed five tanks and four 
armored infantry vehicles, two days 
after saying it killed 234 Ukrainian 
troops in another border assault.

It is not possible to independently 
verify the Russian claims. Cross-bor-
der attacks in the area have occurred 
sporadically since the war began and 
have been the subject of claims and 
counterclaims, as well as disinforma-
tion and propaganda.

The Ukrainian assaults on Russian 
territory in recent days, including long-
range drone attacks and alleged incur-
sions by Ukraine-based Russian prox-
ies, have come as Russian President 
Vladimir Putin heads for near-certain 
reelection.

Putin has sought to persuade Rus-
sians to keep him in power against 
a backdrop of what he says are for-
eign threats to the country and as the 
Ukraine war stretches into its third year.

In a video released Thursday, Putin 
called on Russians to go to the polls, 

calling participation in the election a 
“manifestation of patriotic feeling.”

Claiming that “the only source of 
power in our country is the people,” 
Putin told Russians, “you must not 
only cast your vote, but firmly declare 
your will and aspirations, your person-
al involvement in the further develop-
ment of Russia.”

Since coming to power almost 25 
years ago, Putin has eliminated nearly 
all independent media and opposition 
voices in Russia, particularly after the 
2022 full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
that initially went badly wrong.

Analysts say the Kremlin is wor-
ried about low turnout during the three 
days of voting and needs Russians to 
participate to give legitimacy to Putin, 
who is almost certain to win another 
six-year term.

Russia: Ukraine has fired more missiles at a 
border region on eve of election favoring Putin

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer on Thursday called on Israel to hold new elections, 
saying he believes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu has “lost his way” and is an obstacle to peace in the 
region amid a growing humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

Schumer, the first Jewish majority leader in the Senate 
and the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S., strongly 
criticized Netanyahu in a 40-minute speech Thursday morn-
ing on the Senate floor. Schumer said the prime minister has 
put himself in a coalition of far-right extremists and “as a 
result, he has been too willing to tolerate the civilian toll in 
Gaza, which is pushing support for Israel worldwide to his-
toric lows.”

“Israel cannot survive if it becomes a pariah,” Schumer 
said.

The high-level warning comes as an increasing number of 
Democrats have pushed back against Israel and as President 
Joe Biden has stepped up public pressure on Netanyahu’s 
government, arguing that he needs to pay more attention to 
the civilian death toll in Gaza amid the Israeli bombardment. 
The U.S. this month began airdrops of badly needed humani-
tarian aid and announced it will establish a temporary pier to 
get more assistance into Gaza via sea.

Schumer has so far positioned himself as a strong ally of 
the Israeli government, visiting the country just days after the 
brutal Oct. 7 attack by Hamas and giving a lengthy speech 
on the Senate floor in December decrying “brazen and wide-
spread antisemitism the likes of which we haven’t seen in 
generations in this country, if ever.”

But he said on the Senate floor Thursday that the “Israeli 
people are being stifled right now by a governing vision that 
is stuck in the past.”

Schumer says Netanyahu, who has long opposed Pales-
tinian statehood, is one of several obstacles in the way of 
the two-state solution pushed by the United States. Netan-
yahu “has lost his way by allowing his political survival to 
take precedence over the best interests of Israel,” Schumer 
said.

The majority leader is also blaming right-wing Israe-
lis, Hamas and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas. Until they are all removed from the equation, Schum-
er said, “there will never be peace in Israel and Gaza and the 
West Bank.”

The United States cannot dictate the outcome of an elec-
tion in Israel, Schumer said, but “a new election is the only 
way to allow for a healthy and open decision-making pro-
cess about the future of Israel, at a time when so many Israe-
lis have lost their confidence in the vision and direction of 
their government.”

At the White House, national security spokesman John 
Kirby declined to weigh in on Schumer’s remarks, saying 
the White House is most focused on getting a temporary 
cease-fire in place.

“We know Leader Schumer feels strongly about this and 
we’ll certainly let him speak to it and to his comments,” 
Kirby said. “We’re going to stay focused on making sure that 
Israel has what it needs to defend itself while doing every-
thing that they can to avoid civilian casualties.”

Schumer calls for elections 
in Israel, says Netanyahu is 
an obstacle to peace
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A Talk with Tego

Tego’s Tips: Walk, run, 
or have playtime with 
a dog 15 to 30 minutes 
daily. Tego

Aeros is a two-year-old, 
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

These are just a few pets 
available for adoption at 
the Wells County Animal 
Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., 
Bluffton. For more informa-
tion call 824-6063.

TJ is a two-year-old, calico 
female.

Rugar is a three-year-old, 
Texas Heeler, neutered 
male.

INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 2:04 p.m., 

Taco Bell. Driver cited for 
expired plates.

Wednesday, 2:40 p.m., 
Wells County Public Library. 
Caller reported juvenile was 
getting jumped by multiple 
other juveniles. Group asked 
to avoid each other and the 
library today.

Wednesday, 3:28 p.m., 
South Main and East Wash-
ington streets. Report of 
accident.

Wednesday, 5:10 p.m., 
Walmart. Caller reported 
four semi trucks parked in 
lot, they would prefer zero 
semi trucks.

Wednesday, 6:58 p.m., 
204 Lamar Street. Report 
of someone looking in win-
dows in middle of night, 
seen on camera. Woman 
seen on video but unable to 
be identified. Extra patrol 
ordered.

Thursday, 9:26 a.m., Billy 
Ann’s Supper Pub. Report 
of truck pulling up and hit-
ting building before taking 
off, corner of roof damages. 
Officer spoke to delivery 
driver at Lowes, investiga-

tion ongoing.
Thursday, 11:34 a.m., 

700 block of Wiley Avenue. 
Report of food stamps fraud.

Thursday, 12:17 p.m., 
Taco Bell. Driver cited for 
distracted driving.

County:
Wednesday, 5:17 p.m., 

6300 South 200 East, Bluff-
ton. Report of theft of per-
sonal items.

Wednesday, 6:35 p.m., 
Bluffton High School. K9 
Leo requested to assist with 
lost key fob from students 
playing around. No luck.

Wednesday, 7:08 p.m., 
800 East 100 South, Bluff-
ton. Caller reported her son’s 
girlfriend drove her vehicle 
through the yard, tearing it 
up.

Wednesday, 7:51 p.m., 
25 Lakeside Drive, Bluff-
ton. Caller reported neigh-
bor shooting at their dog and 
house with BB gun, possibly 
as a form of revenge for the 
dog chasing deer off of the 
neighbors property.

Thursday, 6:25 a.m., 
1500 Lancaster Street, Bluff-
ton. Warrant served to Lee 
Breedlove.

Ossian:

Thursday, 11:09 a.m., 
5900 East 900 North, 
Ossian. Caller reported they 
may have left a burner on 
in house. Officer ensured no 
burner or appliances were on 
and the caller’s home was 
safe.

FIRES
County:
Wednesday, 2:30 p.m., 

7400 North Meridian Road, 
Uniondale. Report of a grass 
fire between pond and road-
way, no buildings nearby. 
Fire knocked out approxi-
mately 25 minutes later.

ARRESTS
Lee Mack Breedlove, 33, 

Bluffton; Invasion of priva-
cy, a Class A misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $1,500.

ACCIDENTS
County:
Thursday, 7:22 a.m., 

S.R. 1 and 700 North. 
Deontae Eskridge, 17, Fort 
Wayne, was driving behind 
Anastasia L. Carrillo, 30, 
Ossian, and failed to brake 
in time. Eskridge’s Hum-
mer H3 collided with Car-
rillo’s Chrysler Pacifica. 
Damages did not exceed 
$2,500.

Park passes ready for purchase
Ouabache State Park passes are now ready for purchase at the park office (or at the park 
gate on weekends). Sandy Shelly, at left, was purchasing hers from Property Manager 
Jon Winne. Cost is $25 for seniors, $50 for Indiana residents and $70 for non-state resi-
dents. Beginning on the weekend of March 22 the gate house will be manned by either 
Carol Decker or Sandra Bayne. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

Holcomb casts doubts on 
antisemitism ban, signs 
Indiana happy hour bill

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Gov. Eric Holcomb on Thursday strongly 
questioned a bill defining and banning anti-
semitism within the state’s public education 
system.

He spoke to reporters after signing a bill 
legalizing happy hours and carry-out alco-
hol. And he weighed in on the ongoing race 
to succeed him as governor, as well as other 
bills left to sign: on public access, a firearms 
lawsuit and more.

House and Senate lawmakers struck a 
last-day compromise on House Enrolled Act 
1002, which adopts the core International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition 
of antisemitism.

Holcomb indicated that compromise is 
crumbling.

“In the last 24 hours and maybe even 
late into Friday night, things have changed 
since then,” he told reporters. “And I want 
to make sure whatever we do we get it right. 
And we don’t just do it to do it.”

People “far and wide” — including from 
outside the state — have contacted him with 
concerns, Holcomb said.

That’s because, after hours of discussion 
and negotiations, the legislation excludes 
the working definition’s 11 contentious 
“contemporary examples” of antisemitism, 
which include references to Israel.

Holcomb noted that 35 other states have 
adopted the full definition, and that leaving 
out the examples would make Indiana an 
“outlier.”

“I want to make sure there’s no ambiguity 
whatsoever in what statement Indiana makes 
to not only our own citizens first and fore-
most, but to the rest of the world,” he said.

Indiana Attorney General Todd Rokita on 
Tuesday called on Holcomb to veto the bill, 
which he dubbed a “toothless mess.”

So did the Jewish American Affairs 
Committee of Indiana, which said it drafted 
the original bill. But the Indianapolis Jew-
ish Community Relations Council said 
last week that it approved of the bill and 
believed the examples were incorporated 
“by reference.”

Indiana law already bans discrimina-
tion on the basis of race and “creed,” which 
means religion. The legislation specifies that 
antisemitism — bias against Jewish peo-
ple — is religious discrimination and is not 
allowed within the public education system.

Members of the Hoosier Jewish commu-
nity said the examples need to be codified, 
but critics maintained they’re overly broad 
and limit free speech.

Happy hours become law
Holcomb was at Indianapolis’ Whistle 

Stop Inn on Thursday for a celebratory sign-
ing of legislation legalizing happy hours and 
carry-out alcohol.

He praised lawmakers, with several who 
worked on the bill standing beside him in 
the warm, crowded pub.

“But this is really about the consumer 
and the small business person who is grind-
ing it out every single day,” Holcomb said.

It doesn’t go into effect just yet.
“July 1, happy days are here again,” he 

quipped from behind the bar, amid clapping.
Lawmakers decades ago banned such 

temporary sales, which are typically timed 
for just after the workday, to crack down 
on drunk driving. But Holcomb brushed off 
concerns in comments to reporters.

He also called on customers to drink 
responsibly — including by ordering food 
— and to proactively make “smart” trans-
portation plans.

Holcomb talks governor’s
 race, remaining bills

Holcomb, who’s term-limited, has resist-
ed endorsing one of the six Republicans 
running to replace him. A Democrat and 
Libertarian are also in the mix.

GOP candidates, he said, have espoused 
similar campaign rhetoric — but haven’t 
offered many details on subjects that law-
makers “grapple with” or that eventually 
land on the governor’s desk.

He said he wanted to hear more about 
community and economic development, 
long-term infrastructure plans, mental 
health, broadband, trails and Medicaid pro-
grams that led to a recent $1 billion forecast-
ing error.

Families who have resisted proposed cuts 
to a caretaking program for medically com-
plex children protested Holcomb’s appear-
ance from outside the pub Thursday.

“I’ve heard many (candidates) say these 
are bold ideas. … It’s very important to have 
a vision, (but) more so to have the mission, 
the plans, to actually realize that vision,” 
Holcomb said. “That’s what I hope is shared 
because that will help whoever the next gov-
ernor is carry out the plan of the day.”

He also gave some insight into his plans 
for some his final yet-to-be-signed proposals:

House Enrolled Act 1199, altering an 
Indianapolis-based taxing district: Holcomb 
said he’s “listening to a number of com-
munity leaders” but added, “I think know 
where I am on this bill.” The decision could 
come before Monday, he said.

House Enrolled Act 1235, ending a long-
running local lawsuit against firearm manu-
facturers: He said he’s read “every word” 
that Gary Mayor Eddie Melton has sent, 
but that it is “appropriate” for lawmakers to 
intervene in the active litigation. Holcomb 
added that he’ll make a decision that he’s 
“willing to defend.”

House Enrolled Act 1338, constraining 
the state’s public access chief: Holcomb said 
he would’ve preferred “more robust discus-
sion” on the late-stage changes, but wasn’t 
worried about “politicization” of the posi-
tion. He said he hadn’t made a final deci-
sion.

He wasn’t asked about House Bill 1183, 
which limits “foreign adversary” land buys.

MADISON, Ind. (AP) — Severe storms 
with at least one suspected tornado raked 
southern Indiana and northern Kentucky on 
Thursday, damaging dozens of homes and 
leaving people without electricity, authori-
ties said.

Storms damaged homes and trailers in 
the Ohio River communities of Hanover and 
Lamb in Indiana.

Jefferson County Sheriff Ben Flint said 
storms destroyed three or four single-family 
homes and four or five other structures and 
demolished several uninhabited campers 
along the river.

“We were fortunate that no one was 
injured,” Flint told The Associated Press in 
a telephone interview.

Sgt. Stephen Wheeles of the Indiana 
State Police said a suspected tornado 
struck Jefferson County, damaging sev-
eral homes and downing trees and power 
lines.

He posted photos on X, formerly known 
as Twitter, showing one home with its roof 
torn off and another missing roof shingles 
as well as an image of a baseball-sized hail-
stone.

Around 2,000 Duke Energy customers in 
Hanover lost power at one point during the 
storms, the company reported.

In Kentucky, Trimble County Emergency 
Management Director Andrew Stark said 
the storms damaged at least 50 structures, 

including homes.
“We have a whole bunch of damage,” 

Stark told the Courier Journal of Louisville.
Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear issued a 

statement saying a tornado touched down 
along the Indiana state border in Galla-
tin and Trimble counties and there were 
reports of a couple of minor injuries. He 
urged Kentuckians to stay aware of the 
weather as more storms were expected 
across the state Thursday evening and 
overnight.

“It does appear that there is some really 
significant damage, especially to the town 
of Milton in Trimble County,” Beshear said. 
“We think there are over 100 structures that 
are potentially damaged.”

The state’s emergency operations center 
was activated to coordinate storm response, 
Beshear said.

Large pieces of hail also was reported in 
parts of the St. Louis area this afternoon.

There were unconfirmed reports of tor-
nadoes in Jefferson County, Missouri, and 
Monroe County, Illinois, but no immediate 
reports of damage.

Severe weather was possible into 
Thursday night from northeast Texas to 
Indiana and Ohio, the National Weather 
Service said on X. It issued a tornado 
watch for parts of Arkansas, Illinois, Kan-
sas and Missouri until 9 p.m. Central Day-
light Time.

Severe storms rake Indiana and 
Kentucky, damaging structures
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A tax exemption for 
supporting Hamas?

The United Nations has acknowledged that employ-
ees of its permanent refugee organization for Palestin-
ians (Unrwa) supported Hamas and participated in 
the Oct. 7 terror attack on Israel. Should tax-exempt 
groups supporting Unrwa be held responsible for fund-
ing the atrocities?

That’s the subject of a lawsuit that accuses a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based charity of providing material 
support for terrorism through its donations to Unrwa. 
Unrwa USA is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt charity that 
describes its mission as “support for the humanitarian 
work” of Unrwa through “fundraising, advocacy, and 
community engagement in the United States.” The 
group is Unrwa’s largest private donor, with $3.8 mil-
lion in donations in 2022 and $5 million in 2021.

The lawsuit, filed Friday in Delaware federal court 
on behalf of Oct. 7 survivors, says the charity’s work 
amounts to terrorist financing in violation of federal 
law. The plaintiffs say the 501(c)3 has been aware of 
Unrwa’s connections with Hamas’s terrorist activities 
and yet continued its donations. The suit says Unrwa 
USA knowingly “aids, abets and provides material 
support for those activities under the guise of humani-
tarian assistance.”

In January, the U.S. and other countries announced 
they were pausing funding to Unrwa while allegations 
of employees’ involvement on Oct. 7 are investigated. 
On Jan. 29, Unrwa USA said it was “horrified” by the 
allegations but that instead of pulling back on aid it 
would be “redoubling.” On March 1 the group said it 
supports the investigation by the United Nations and 
would “resume financial support to UNRWA upon ap-
propriate resolution.”

Under the 2016 Justice Against Sponsors of Ter-
rorism Act, civil litigants are granted the “broadest 
possible basis” to seek relief against “persons, entities, 
and foreign countries” that have provided material 
support for terrorism, the lawsuit says. The evidence 
of participation by its employees in the Oct. 7 attacks 
suggests that Unrwa was deeply infiltrated by Hamas.

Unrwa USA describes itself as working “hand in 
hand” with Unrwa, and Unrwa’s ties to Hamas have 
been public knowledge since long before Oct. 7. In 
2004 then-Unrwa commissioner Peter Hansen said 
that he was “sure that there are Hamas members on the 
Unrwa payroll, and I don’t see that as a crime.”

Unrwa USA says on its website that educating Pal-
estinian children is one of its priorities, but Unrwa’s 
educational infrastructure in Gaza has been a locus of 
terrorist sympathizers. In a Telegram chat describing 
itself as an “interactive group for all education work-
ers at the International Relief Agency ‘Unrwa’ – Gaza 
Region,” participants celebrated the Oct. 7 massacre, 
according to U.N. Watch.

We reached out to Unrwa USA for comment but 
the communications director said she was “unable 
to address specifics” and shared the group’s March 1 
statement above.

The lawsuit isn’t over tax status, but the Internal 
Revenue Service might also review the exemptions of 
501(c)3 charities that are contributing to groups tied to 
terrorist activity. Someone in Congress might ask the 
IRS.
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The Week That Was - a look back through cartoonists’ eyes...

Democrats losing their hold on California 
and California losing its hold on America

Last week’s Super Tuesday results ensured the 
renominations of former President Donald Trump 
and President Joe Biden, barring some unanticipated 
adverse health events. So, who’s going to win in 
November?

Polls give us clues. Trump continues to have the 
small but persistent lead in public polls he has main-
tained since November 2023 — in contrast to the 
2016 and 2020 cycles, in which he often trailed in 
national and target state polls.

But polls are only one indicator. Actual votes are 
another. And we’ve had one contest this year that 
provides important clues to the November vote: the 
California primary.

Primary voters in California, like those in Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Mississippi, North Carolina and 
Texas, have voted not just for president but also for 
members of Congress and (in North Carolina) gov-
ernor and statewide officials. Those contests may 
draw turnout from voters with little motivation to 
participate in seemingly already decided presidential 
primaries.

And California, unlike those states but like Loui-
siana and Washington, has, except at the presidential 
level, all-party primaries, in which 
the top two candidates, regardless of 
party, advance to the general elec-
tion.

The results of all-party primaries 
in many but not all cases turn out 
to be good forecasts of the general 
election. For example, Washing-
ton state’s 1994 results presaged 
the defeat of then-House Speaker 
Tom Foley and the first Republican 
majority in the U.S. House in 40 
years.

It’s true that this year’s California 
primary came eight months before 
the November election, and in eight 
months, events can surprise and opinions can change. 
But today’s polls are subject to the same caveat.

The big news from California is that, with 85% 
of the votes counted (high-tech California counts 
slowly), Democratic support is sagging a bit. With 
no viable opposition in the state to Biden or Trump, 
Democrats cast 59% of presidential votes and Repub-
licans 39%. That’s down from the state’s 63%-34% 
margin for Biden over Trump in 2020.

Similarly, in the all-party primary for the U.S. 
Senate, Democrats got 59% of the votes and Repub-
licans 39%. That’s down from Sen. Alex Padilla’s 
(D-Calif.) 61%-39% margin in 2022 and then-Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein’s 63%-37% in the last Democratic-
Republican runoff in 2012. It’s nearly the same as 
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 59%-41% reelection in 2022 
but weaker than his 62%-38% victory in 2018.

Those numbers don’t mean difficulty for Biden in 
carrying California’s 52 electoral votes or for Rep. 
Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), Congress’s chief propagator 
of the Russia collusion hoax, in replacing Feinstein in 
the Senate.

But it does suggest gains for Republicans in con-

gressional and state legislative districts, 
and it does lend credence to polling data, 
reviewed last month in this space, showing 
Trump and Republican gains among His-
panic and Asian voters.

This year, Republicans won majori-
ties in 13 districts to Democrats’ 39, a 
vast improvement on the 46-7 Democratic 
margin in 2018 when, in reaction against 
Trump, Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) won 
back the House majority and the speaker’s 
chair.

Republican incumbents in three heavily 
Hispanic and Asian seats who were elected 
with 51% in 2022 got between 55% and 56% of pri-
mary votes this year. And Republicans won between 
43% and 49% of primary votes in nine other districts, 
seven of them heavily Hispanic. Most of those seats 
aren’t seriously contested this year, but most may be 
in years to come.

As Republican pollster Patrick Ruffini argues in 
his book “Party of the People,” non-college-educated 
Hispanic people, Asian people, and Black people 
with conservative views are voting increasingly 

Republican, like non-college-educated 
white people.

California has seen something like 
this before. Over the last three gen-
erations, the state has been populated 
by two brief but enormous surges of 
migration of (to oversimplify) Mid-
westerners from 1946 to 1973 and 
Mexicans from 1982 to 2007. The 
Midwesterners provided majorities 
first for Pat Brown liberals and, after 
riots in Berkeley and Watts, for Ronald 
Reagan conservatives. Midwestern 
migrants enabled Republicans to hold 
the governorship in six of eight elec-
tions from 1966 to 1994.

Mexican voters entered the voting ranks more 
slowly. But in this century, they, together with lib-
eral white college graduates in the San Francisco 
Bay Area and Westside of Los Angeles, have made 
once-marginal California solidly Democratic. Just as 
settled-in Midwesterners soured on liberals’ 1960s 
policies, so settled-in Mexicans seem to be souring 
on this generation’s liberal excesses.

Gentry liberals’ high turnout will probably keep 
California Democratic, but Republican trending in 
lower-turnout Mexican areas will reduce their ranks 
in Congress well below Pelosi highs.

Meanwhile, California has been losing population, 
down 538,000 between 2020 and 2023, even as it lost 
one U.S. House seat in the reapportionment following 
the 2020 census. Migration from Mexico halted dur-
ing the 2007-2008 housing crunch, and today’s illegal 
immigrants are surging toward Texas, not California.

California bitterly clings to much of the high-tech 
and entertainment industries, but it seems to be losing 
its hold, in the days of Reagan, on the imaginations of 
most immigrants and Americans alike.
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Learning it’s ok to lean on others
Dear Annie: Please give me your 

opinion. I am an 84-year-old widow. I 
have one child, a son, and one grand-
child in town. My other children live 
hours away. I no longer drive. I am 
financially independent and have some-
one to come clean twice a month, drive 
me to run errands, go to the doctor, do 
grocery shopping and take me to the 
beauty shop.

I have taken care of my parents and 
my husband’s parents, and I know this 
can be very tiring. I truly hate to have to 
call on my children. I try to be careful, 
and I don’t spend unnecessarily. It adds 
up when you have to have extra help. 
My son is very caring, takes me to the 
doctor and never complains about help-
ing me. I have friends who are in the 
same situation.

I had hoped my son would offer to 
go to the grocery store for me. It would 
save me some money. I hate to impose. 
I was ordering my groceries to be deliv-
ered after I had some issues with a dif-
ferent lady who was getting my grocer-
ies for me. I became concerned when I 
was having groceries delivered. I live 
alone and use a walker, and a neighbor 
pointed out that people who deliver gro-
ceries are well aware if you live alone. 
I have friends who are in the same situ-
ation and their children shop for them. 
Would I be expecting too much? Thank 
you. — Elder Eager to Stay Independent 

Dear Elder: You’re obviously a very 
thoughtful, financially responsible, inde-
pendent senior. But just because you’re 
able to find solutions to your challenges 
doesn’t mean you should feel obligated 
to handle everything on your own all the 
time. 

It sounds like your son is caring 
and more than willing to help in what-
ever way you need. As far as grocery 
shopping, it might not even register for 
him what a load off your plate his help 
would be since you’ve been handling it 
on your own for so long. The next time 
you’re with him, just ask. You’re not a 
burden nor is it an imposition — acts 

of love and service 
like this are exactly 
what family is for. 

Dear  Annie: 
This note is in 
regard to “Bum-
m e r  F r i e n d , ” 
who wrote in 
about her nega-
tive friend who 
lives alone, lost 
her leg and has 
limited ability to 
go out. It sounds 
like this woman 
could be severely 
depressed and 
could greatly ben-
efit from professional counseling and 
perhaps antidepressants. 

Depression can express itself in many 
forms, including anger, withdrawal and 
negativity. Also, asking the negative 
friend if she felt depressed might open 
an easier pathway to discuss her behav-
ior and communication style and poten-
tial benefits of therapy. 

Thank you from a loyal reader! — 
Another Idea

Dear Another Idea: Something like 
losing a leg can indeed trigger depres-
sion, and I appreciate you writing in to 
draw attention to that very likely pos-
sibility. It’s also always helpful to come 
from a place of concern — such as 
inquiring about a loved one’s health, 
whether it be mental or physical — rath-
er than accusation when you hope to 
change someone’s behavior. Thank you 
for writing in.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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  TV & Entertainment Weekly | March 9 - 15, 2024    | 15 Friday prime time

03/15 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
<++ The Homecoming (‘96) G. 
Riley Mills, Jeremy Peter Johnson. 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince (N) 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Jewish 
Jesus 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Truths 
That 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

S.W.A.T. "Escape" (N) Fire Country "Too Many 
Unknowns" (N) 

Blue Bloods "Past Is 
Present" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii "Nalowale I Ke 
'Ehu O He Kai" 

Hawaii "E Ho'i Na Keiki 
Oki Uaua O Na Pali" 

Bull "The Missing Piece" Bull "Fool Me Twice" Bull "A Girl Without 
Feelings" 

Bull "But for the Grace" Bull "Separation" Bull "A Higher Law" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive 
newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. (N)

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Deal or No Deal Island
"Are You Fearless?" 

Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Doug 
Less" 

King "Fresh 
Brood" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man
"Sinkhole" 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago P.D. "False 
Positive" 

Chicago P.D. 
"Informant" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Penn & Teller: Fool Us

(N) 
Animals 
(N) 

Funny Kids
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Magical Land of Oz 
"Human" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 (N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Great Performances "Dead Man Walking" Joyce DiDonato portrays Sister 
Helen Prejean in a haunting new production of "Dead Man Walking." (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Magical Land of Oz 
"Human" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Great Performances "Dead Man Walking" Joyce DiDonato portrays Sister 
Helen Prejean in a haunting new production of "Dead Man Walking." (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT 
News (N) 

College Basketball From Madison Square Garden 
in New York. 

Hoops (L)
(N) 

SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Head Case" Castle "Kick the 

Ballistics" 
Castle "Eye of the 
Beholder" 

< In Love With My Partner's Wife (2022, Thriller)
Andrew Spach, Jonathan Stoddard, Gina Vitori. 

(:05) < Bodyguard Seduction (2022, Thriller) Ross 
Jirgl, Alicia Blasingame, Jessica Morris. 

< In Love With My 
Partner's Wife 

FX  24 132 136 148 <++ Fast & Furious Presents: Hobbs & Shaw (‘19) Dwayne Johnson. <++ Father Stu (‘22) Mel Gibson, Jacki Weaver, Mark Wahlberg. <++ Father Stu (‘22) Mark Wahlberg.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Vanderpump Rules <+++ Groundhog Day (1993, Romance) Andie 

MacDowell, Chris Elliott, Bill Murray. 
<+ The Waterboy (1998, Comedy) Kathy Bates,
Henry Winkler, Adam Sandler. 

<+ The Waterboy (1998, Comedy) Kathy Bates,
Henry Winkler, Adam Sandler. 

<+++ Groundhog 
Day (‘93) Bill Murray. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ The Departed (2006, Thriller) Matt Damon, Jack Nicholson, Leonardo DiCaprio. <+++ The Departed (‘06) Matt 
Damon, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(3:30) 
Basketball 

Basketball 
(L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) College Basketball From Capital One Arena in 
Washington, D.C. 

Basketball 
(L) (N) 

College Basketball From Capital One Arena in 
Washington, D.C. 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 (3:00) Baske.. Basketball (L) (N) College Basketball Basketball College Basketball College Basketball

FSMW  33  418 671 
SportsM-
oney 

Life Spring 
Training 

MLB Baseball Miami Marlins at St. Louis Cardinals From Roger Dean Stadium 
in Jupiter, Fla. (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball Miami Marlins at St. Louis Cardinals
From Roger Dean Stadium in Jupiter, Fla. 

SportsM-
oney 

Focused World Poker Tour: 
Season 20 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Chicago Fire "The 
Beating Heart" 

Chicago Fire "The Path 
of Destruction" 

Chicago Fire "Not 
Everyone Makes It" 

Chicago Fire "The Sky Is 
Falling" 

Chicago Fire "All Hard 
Parts" 

Chicago Fire "Bad for 
the Soul" 

The McBee Dynasty
"Family Succession" 

Chicago Fire "What 
Happened to Courtney" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Gold Rush: D. Turin 
"Last Chance Cut" 

Gold Rush WW "A 
Tragic Beginning" 

Gold Rush WW "Gold 
Out of the Gate" 

Gold Rush WW "Trench 
Warfare" (N) 

America's "California's 
New Gold Rush" (N) 

Gold Rush "The United 
States of Gold" 

Gold Rush-Res.
"Trommageddon" 

Gold Rush: White 
Water "Trench Warfare" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Little People 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé "More to Love: Tell All Part 2" (N) 90 Day (N) 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens "The 

Gods of Greece" 
Ancient Aliens "The 
Power of the Talisman" 

Ancient Aliens
"Mysteries of Scotland" 

Aliens "Mystery of the 
Stone Spheres" (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is Out 
There (N) 

(:05) Ancient Aliens (:05) Aliens "Mystery of 
the Stone Spheres" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Easy Mark" The First 48 First 48 "Shot Caller" The First 48 First 48 "Truly Lost" The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < 3 Bed, 2 Bath, 1 
Ghost Julie Gonzalo. 

< The Story of Us (2019, Romance) Sam Page,
Marco Grazzini, Maggie Lawson. 

< A Christmas Cookie Catastrophe (‘22, Rom)
Victor Webster, Stephanie Sy, Rachel Boston. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(:15) <+ Gods of Egypt (2016, Fantasy) Brenton Thwaites,
Chadwick Boseman, Nikolaj Coster-Waldau. 

(:45) <++ Clash of the Titans (2010, Fantasy) Liam Neeson,
Ralph Fiennes, Sam Worthington. 

<+ Wrath of the Titans (2012, Fantasy) Liam 
Neeson, Ralph Fiennes, Sam Worthington. 

Resident Alien
"Lovebird" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <++ Blade (‘98) Stephen Dorff, Wesley Snipes. <++ Blade II (‘02) Wesley Snipes. <++ Blade: Trinity 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:15) <+++ The Suicide Squad (2021, Action)
Idris Elba, John Cena, Margot Robbie. 

<++ Aquaman (2018, Action) Amber Heard, Willem Dafoe, Jason Momoa. All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

<+++ The Suicide Squad (2021, Action) Idris 
Elba, John Cena, Margot Robbie. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(2:30) < 
Mission: I... 

<++ I, Robot (2004, Sci-Fi) Bridget Moynahan, Bruce 
Greenwood, Will Smith. 

<++ Bad Boys (1995, Action) Will Smith, Téa Leoni, Martin 
Lawrence. 

<++ Bad Boys II (2003, Action) Will Smith, Jordi Molla, Martin 
Lawrence. 

COM  47  107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) PBA Bowling All-Star Event (N) Bridge College Basketball From Madison Square Garden 

in New York. 
Big East 
Postgame 

Basketball Pac-12 Tournament, Second Semifinal: 
Teams TBA From T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas. (N) 

College 
Basketball 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Law & Order "Genius" Law "Maritime" Law & Order "Seer" Mama June Mama June (N) Mama June Mama June Mama June

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Movie <+++ My Cousin Vinny (‘92) Marisa Tomei, Joe Pesci. <+++ Pretty Woman (‘90) Julia Roberts, Richard Gere. <++ Overboard (‘87) Kurt Russell, Goldie Hawn.
NICK  68  170 299 (4:00) < Hotel Transylva... <++ Hotel Transylvania (‘12) Adam Sandler. <+++ Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Hamster & Hamster & Big City Big City <+++ Encanto Stephanie Beatriz. (:45) Marvel's (:10) Marvel's (:35) Big City Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy The 700 Club The 

Simpsons 
The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:45) <+++ The 
Manchurian Candidate 

<+++ Fruitvale Station (‘13)
Octavia Spencer, Michael B. Jordan. 

(:25) 
Enthusiasm

(:05) <++ X-Men Origins: Wolverine (2009, 
Action) Liev Schreiber, will.i.am, Hugh Jackman. 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (L) (N) 

The 
Regime 

(:50) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

(:50) TBA 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:00) < The 
Sentinel 

(:45) <++ The Promise (2016, History) Charlotte Le Bon,
Christian Bale, Oscar Isaac. 

<++ Carrie (‘13) Julianne Moore, 
Judy Greer, Chloë Grace Moretz. 

(:40) <+++ Let Me In (2010, Horror) Chloë Grace 
Moretz, Richard Jenkins, Kodi Smit-McPhee. 

(:35) <++ American Heist (‘14) 
Adrien Brody, Hayden Christensen. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(3:20) < Godfather, Coda: 
Death of Michael Corle... 

<++ The Whale (2022, Drama) Sadie Sink, Hong 
Chau, Brendan Fraser. 

< Raging Grace (‘23) Jaeden 
Boadilla, Max Eigenmann. 

(:45) < Kokomo City (‘23) <++ The Aggressives
(‘05) 

(:15) Thriller 40

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:10) <++ Shall We 
Dance? Richard Gere. 

<+++ Saturday Night Fever (1977, Drama)
Karen Lynn Gorney, Barry Miller, John Travolta. 

<+++ Dreamgirls (2006, Musical) Beyoncé 
Knowles, Eddie Murphy, Jamie Foxx. (P) 

(:10) <+++ Fences (2016, Drama) Viola Davis, Stephen 
McKinley Henderson, Denzel Washington. 

< Just 
Another G... 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: Americans 
are becoming more influ-
enced by the notion that 
our Constitution is void of 
God and that there is no 
authority in the document. 
Aren’t many Christians 
also casting doubt on the 
authority of God’s Word? 
– S.R.

Answer: Many people 
who call themselves Chris-
tians actually doubt the 
authority of the Scriptures, 
believing in a god of their 
own imagination. Jesus 
Christ has been robbed 
of His deity. There are 
prominent preachers that 
suggest large passages of 
God’s Word be eliminated. 
Beware! The truth of Jesus 
the Christ can be a disturb-
ing thought. He did not 
come the first time to bring 
peace, though He will 

return as the Prince 
of Peace. He came 

to show mankind our sin 
against Him. He came to 
take our place for the pen-
alty of sin. What a Savior!

Scripture warns that 
multitudes will reject that 
message, and we see that 
happening today. There 
is a cost to being a Chris-
tian and the cost for many 
is too great because they 
must forsake the lure of 
materialism and secular 
pleasure.

In this country, we are 
engaged in a debate on the 
separation of church and 
state. But there is a sense 
in which Christ cannot be 
separated from anything 
that pertains to life, for He 
“is all and in all” (Colos-
sians 3:11, NKJV).

True Christianity is 
dependent on a personal 
relationship with God, not 

on externals. No pagan 
philosophy, no atheistic 
ideology, no deep sorrow 
can dislodge the joy of 
living as a true believer in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
is big enough to cope with 
the gigantic social prob-
lems of these times. Man 
does not in himself have 
the capacity to do this, but 
Christ provides all that we 
need to live in this sin-sick 
world with victory.

When someone repents 
of sin and receives Jesus as 
Savior, He gives newness 
of life — new direction, 
new strength, and a new 
dimension of living.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Hiday Motors
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 Hiday Motors
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 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
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Marion Wells
Service Consultant

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

Be Summer Ready

• RV’s • Golf Carts • ATV’s

Powerful Sound For 
OFF-Road Adventure

The Best On The Water. 
Loud & Clear!

• Sound Systems for boats

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

HIDAY CHRYSLER

*OHTSU, Kelly, Laufenn, Uniroyal, Toyo medium truck, Mickey Thompson specialty, truck, street & drag tires are excluded. Not compatible with the 
Tire Price Match Guarantee. See Service Advisor for details on separate Michelin® & BFGoodrich® promotional o� ers. O� er valid 3/1/2024-4/30/2024

FRIDAY, MARCH 15
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Bluffton, 

Norwell at Taylor University Qualifier, 5:30 
p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
No events scheduled.
MONDAY, MARCH 18
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 19

No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 21
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 22
No events scheduled.
SATURDAY, MARCH 23
No events scheduled.

High School Calendar

Norwell’s boys’ swim team followed 
in the girls’ footsteps with a middle school 
swim and dive conference championship 
Wednesday night at East Noble’s YMCA.

Like the girls, the Knight boys crushed 
the competition to win their sixth straight 
Northeast 8 title, nearly eclipsing the 100-
point margin of victory. Norwell finished 
with 375 team points, Huntington second at 

277, Bellmont third at 192, Indian Springs 
fourth at 136 and East Noble fifth with 113.

As far as individual champions go, Nor-
well put through four of them. Ben Peter-
son won the diving and 50-yard butterfly 
events, Evan Swallow in the 200-yard free-
style and the 200-yard freestyle relay team 
of Wyatt Goulet, Tyler Zent, Swallow and 
Peterson.

Norwell boys win sixth straight 
NE8 conference swim crown

DETROIT (AP) — The Detroit Lions 
went generations searching for a general 
manager and coach to lead them to suc-
cess.

The franchise finally found what it was 
looking for three years ago, hiring gen-
eral manager Brad Holmes and coach Dan 
Campbell, and it doesn’t want to look for 
new leaders anytime soon.

The Lions announced Thursday they 
have extended the contracts of Holmes and 
Campbell through the 2027 season.

“They have been the driving force 
behind the rebuild of our football team and 
the success that we have enjoyed,” Lions 
owner Sheila Ford Hamp said. “The con-
tinuity they provide for our football pro-
gram will continue to be the key to our 
future success on the field.”

The club also said former Lions line-
backer Chris Spielman, a key staffer 
behind the scenes, was retained with a 
multi-year extension as special assistant.

Holmes joined the Lions prior to the 
start of the 2021 season and has been cred-
ited with rebuilding the roster. He drafted 
well, taking lineman Penei Sewell (2021), 

receiver Amon-Ra St. Brown (2021), 
defensive lineman Aidan Hutchinson 
(2022), receiver Jameson Williams (2022), 
tight end Jack Campbell (2023), tight end 
Sam LaPorta (2023, 34th overall) and 
safety Brian Branch (2023).

Holmes joined the Lions from the Los 
Angeles Rams, where he climbed the 
ranks to director of college scouting over 
his 18 years with the club. He was named 
NFL Executive of the Year for 2023 for 
building the Lions team that recorded a 
12-5 record and reached the NFC champi-
onship game.

Campbell joined the Lions six days 
after Holmes. In his first full-time head 
coaching stint, Campbell has a 24-26-1 
record. The former tight end has led a sig-
nificant turnaround after going 3-13-1 in 
his first season.

Campbell led the Lions to their first 
NFC North title in 2023 as well as their 
first NFL playoff victory in 32 years. The 
Lions’ appearance in the NFC champion-
ship game was the team’s first since 1991, 
and Campbell was named an Associated 
Press Coach of the Year Finalist.

By ANDREW SELIGMAN 
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — DePaul hired Chris 
Holtmann as its coach on Thursday, hoping 
he can restore a once-proud program that 
has struggled in recent decades.

Holtmann wasn’t out of work long after 
being fired by Ohio State in mid-February. 
The former Big East and Big Ten Coach 
of the Year faces a huge task taking over a 
team that just completed one of the worst 
seasons in league history.

DePaul went 3-29 overall and became 
the first team to go 0-20 in Big East play. 
Former coach Tony Stubblefield was fired 
in January after two-plus seasons.

“During this process, I was extremely 
impressed with the commitment, eagerness 
and vision of DeWayne Peevy and Presi-
dent (Robert) Manuel to build a successful 
BIG EAST basketball program,” Holtmann 
said in a statement. “My wife, Lori, and our 
daughter, Nora, look forward to getting to 
Chicago and spending time in the DePaul 
community. We can’t wait to get to work!”

The 52-year-old Holtmann is 251-171 
with seven NCAA Tournament appearances 
in 13 seasons at Gardner-Webb, Butler and 
Ohio State. He led the Bulldogs to the tour-

ney in each of his three years there and was 
widely viewed as a rising star in the coach-
ing ranks when he took the job at Ohio State 
in 2017 after Thad Matta stepped down due 
to health reasons.

Holtmann led the Buckeyes to a 137-86 
record and four NCAA appearances. But 
they couldn’t advance past the first weekend 
in 2021 and 2022.

None of Holtmann’s Ohio State teams 
won a Big Ten regular-season title or con-
ference tournament. He also struggled in 
recent years trying to navigate the transfer 
portal and NIL issues.

In 2022-23, Ohio State had its first los-
ing season in nearly two decades, going 
16-19 overall and 5-15 in the Big Ten. The 
Buckeyes were 14-11 and 4-10, having lost 
nine of 11, when Holtmann was fired. Ohio 
State had won five of six under Jake Diebler 
heading into Thursday’s Big Ten Tourna-
ment game against Iowa.

DePaul has lost 34 of 35 Big East games, 
counting the conference tournament. Stub-
blefield was 28-54 overall and 9-38 in the 
league.

Holtmann is the second men’s basketball 
coach hired by Peevy, who said DePaul con-
ducted “extensive national search.”

By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Pro Football Writer

The Indianapolis Colts are proposing a 
rule change that would allow coaches to 
challenge any penalty call for the first time.

The NFL released a list of several rule 
change proposals on Wednesday made 
by teams that included an option to run a 
fourth-and-20 play in lieu of an onside kick, 
the moving of the trade deadline and giv-
ing teams an additional challenge if they are 
successful on one of their first two tries.

The competition committee will make its 
own rule change proposals next week and 
owners are scheduled to vote on them at the 
league meetings later this month with 24 
votes needed for approval.

The most consequential change would 
allow for challenges of penalty calls by 
coaches, or replay officials in the last two 
minutes of the half, for a chance to correct 
egregious mistakes.

Challenges would be limited only to pen-
alties that were called on the field and could 
not impose a penalty when it wasn’t called.

Replay review is currently not used for 
most penalty calls outside of too many men 
on the field or whether a ball was touched 
before a pass interference penalty occurred.

Replay is limited to aspects of a play 
such as whether a ball was caught or 
dropped, whether a player reached a first 
down or touchdown, whether a player fum-
bled before being down or whether a play 
was inbounds or out of bounds.

The NFL had a one-year experiment 
making potential pass interference calls 
reviewable in 2019 after a bad no-call cost 
the New Orleans Saints during the NFC 
championship game against the Los Ange-
les Rams the previous season. The league 
dropped that after one year.

The Lions also proposed giving a team 
a third challenge if one of its two first tries 
was successful. Currently teams only get a 
third challenge if they are successful on both 
of their first two attempts.

The Eagles once again brought up a 
proposal to alter onside kicks for end-of-
game situations after only 5% of onside 
kicks in the fourth quarter were recovered 
by the kicking team, according to Sportra-
dar. That’s down from 18.8% as recently 
as 2017 as new rules for safety have made 
recovering onside kicks more difficult.

The new proposal would allow a team 
trailing in the game to attempt a fourth-
and-20 play from its own 20 following a 
touchdown or field goal instead of using a 
traditional onside kick.

The team would keep the ball at the yard 
line gained following a conversion or give 
the receiving team the ball if it failed. Teams 
could still opt to use surprise onside kicks.

Owners have voted down similar pro-
posals with a fourth-and-15 option in recent 
years.

Here are some of the other proposals:
— The Steelers proposed moving the 

trade deadline back one week to the Tues-
day following Week 9. Six other teams pro-
posed moving it to the Tuesday following 
Week 10.

— The Eagles proposed requiring score-
board clocks to display tenths of seconds in 
the final minute of each half.

— The Lions proposed eliminating the 
requirement that a player must be on the 
roster for at least one day following the cut-
down to 53 players in order to be designated 
to return from injured reserve during the 
season.

Detroit also proposed allowing teams 
in the postseason to designate any player 
to return from IR after missing four games 
even if a team has used its allotment of eight 
designated to return slots in the regular sea-
son.

— The Bills proposed allowing a team 
to promote a third player each week from 
the practice squad to the active roster if that 
player is a “bona fide” quarterback and was 
designated as the emergency third QB for 
the game.

The Red Bull Racing Formula 1 employee whose complaint 
sparked an investigation into alleged misconduct by team prin-
cipal Christian Horner has been suspended, a person with infor-
mation on the matter told The Associated Press on Thursday.

The person requested anonymity because Red Bull hasn’t 
revealed details of the investigation.

Red Bull Racing’s parent company didn’t immediately 
answer a request seeking comment.

Last week, the team’s parent company dismissed a complaint 
of alleged misconduct by Horner toward a team employee. At 
the time, the company said the employee had a right of appeal.

Horner declined to comment on the suspension Thursday 
when he spoke at a news conference in Jeddah ahead of the 
Saudi Arabian Grand Prix this weekend.

“I’m afraid that I can’t comment on anything that’s confiden-
tial between an employee and the company, so I can’t offer you 
anything on that,” he said.

A day after the complaint was dismissed, a file alleged to 
contain evidence against Horner was emailed to nearly 200 
people in the F1 paddock, including Liberty Media, F1, the FIA, 
the other nine team principals and multiple media outlets. That 
occurred during practice for the Bahrain Grand Prix.

The authenticity of the files has not been verified by the AP; 
the file came from a generic email account.

Also Thursday, Horner expressed confidence that champion 
driver Max Verstappen would not leave Red Bull. That followed 
criticism of Horner from Verstappen’s father, Jos, who warned 
last week the team would “explode” if Horner stayed in his post, 
in comments to The Daily Mail. Verstappen said Wednesday 
that his father was “not a liar,” but the Dutch driver also indi-
cated he had “no reason to leave” the team where he has won his 
three titles.

Asked if Verstappen would see out his Red Bull contract, 
Horner said: “I’m certain that he will. He’s got a great team 
around him, he’s got great faith in that team and we’ve achieved 
an awful lot together, so he’s committed to an agreement till 2028. 

Lions extend the contracts of 
head coach Dan Campbell and 
general manager Brad Holmes

Above, members of the Norwell boys’ middle school swim team pose with the Northeast 8 Con-
ference trophy they won Wednesday night at East Noble’s YMCA. This was the Knights’ sixth 
straight win of the NE8. (Photo provided)

Holtmann hired to coach DePaul 
after being fired by Ohio State

NFL considers rule changes that 
include challenges for penalties

BASKETBALL
High School
Boys’ Basketball 

IHSAA Semi-State Scheudle
4A North (Elkhart)

Crown Point (20-5) vs. Fishers (26-
1), 10 a.m.

Fort Wayne Wayne (22-3) vs, Mish-
awaka (20-7), 11:45 a.m.

Semi-State Championship at 7:30 
p.m.

4A South (New Castle)
Center Grove (21-4) vs. Ben Davis 

(21-5, 10 a.m.
Jessfersonville (19-7) vs. Lawrence 

North (25-3), 12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.

3A North (Logansport)
Peru (16-10) vs. South Bend 

Joseph (18-9), 10 a.m.
Delta (22-6) vs. Fairfield (20-6), 

12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.

3A South (Seymour)
Guerin Catholic (21-7) vs. Danville 

Community (22-3), 10 a.m.
Evansville Bosse (15-10) vs. Scotts-

burg (22-5), 12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.
2A North (Lafayette Jefferson)
North Judson-San Pierre (21-6) 

vs. Wapahani (24-2), 10 a.m.
Wabash (21-5) vs. Fort Wayne 

Blackhawk Christian (21-6), 12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.

2A South (Southport)

Park Tudor (20-5) vs. Brownstown 
Central (25-4), 10 a.m.

Forest Park (18-9) vs. Parke Heri-
tage (23-5), 11:45 p.m.

Championship at 7:30 p.m.
1A North (Michigan City)

Liberty Christian (17-9) vs. Mar-
quette Catholc (12-15), 10 a.m.

Elkhart Christian (17-9) vs. Fort 
Wayne Canterbury (16-9), 12 p.m.

Championship at 7:30 p.m.
1A South (Washington)

Greenwood Christian (18-7) vs. 
Bethesda Christian (21-7), 10 a.m.

Evansville Christian (24-2) vs. Barr-
Reeve (24-2), 11:45 p.m.

Championship at 7:30 p.m.

College
Men’s Basketball Scores
College Basketball Scores

Thursday, Mar. 14
TOURNAMENT
Atlantic Coast

Quarterfinal
North Carolina 92, Florida St. 67
Pittsburgh 81, Wake Forest 69
NC State 74, Duke 69

Big 12
Quarterfinal
Texas Tech 81, BYU 67
Houston 60, TCU 45
Iowa St. 76, Kansas St. 57

Big East
Quarterfinal
UConn 87, Xavier 60

St. John’s 91, Seton Hall 72
Providence 78, Creighton 73

Big Ten
Second Round
Michigan St. 77, Minnesota 67
Wisconsin 87, Maryland 56
Ohio St. 90, Iowa 78
Indiana 61, Penn St. 59

Mid-American
Quarterfinal
Kent St. 67, Toledo 59
Bowling Green 66, Cent. Michi-

gan 56
Akron 75, Miami (Ohio) 63
Ohio 82, W. Michigan 55

Mountain-West Conference
Quarterfinal
Utah St. 87, Fresno St. 75, OT
San Diego St. 74, UNLV 71, OT

Pacific-12 Conference
Quarterfinal
Arizona 70, Southern Cal 49
Oregon 68, UCLA 66

Southeastern
Second Round
Mississippi St. 70, LSU 60
South Carolina 80, Arkansas 66
Texas A&M 80, Mississippi 71

Women’s Basketball Scores
Thursday, Mar. 14

TOURNAMENT
Missouri Valley

First Round
Indiana St. 66, S. Illinois 54
Illinois St. 85, Evansville 64
Ill. Chicago 79, Valparaiso 77

News-Banner Scoreboard

Red Bull employee 
who accused Horner 
of misconduct has 
been suspended



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

Services
MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-

VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

PRECISION LAND MAN-

AGEMENT

Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition
Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West
Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to
prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

Lottery Numbers

Public Notice
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 07-08-15-21-

42
Cash4Life — 07-12-14-

50-52, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 

02-04-08-10-12-16-19-22-
34-37-42-48-49-51-54-56-
63-64-74-75, BE: 49

Daily Three-Midday — 
06-00-04, SB:01

Daily Three-Evening — 
06-05-04, SB: 07

Daily Four-Midday — 
01-01-07-07, SB: 01

Daily Four-Evening — 
05-09-07-00, SB: 07

Quick Draw Evening 
— 03-06-07-10-20-22-34-
35-37-46-54-57-58-62-63-
66-68-72-74-79, BE: 07

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $6.7 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $792 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $600 million

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is Tues., Mar. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
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$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 26!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 

ESTATE AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE
OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of 
a decree to me directed from the 
Clerk of Wells Superior Court of 
Wells County, Indiana, in Cause 
No.: 90C01-2308-MF-000016, 
wherein PennyMac Loan Services, 
LLC, was Plaintiff, and Nathan T. 
Nusbaumer, Nichole S. Nusbaum-
er, was/were Defendant(s), requir-
ing me to make the sum as provid-
ed for in said Decree with interest 
and cost, I will expose at public 
sale to the highest bidder, on the 
10th day of April, 2024, at the hour 
of 1:00PM or as soon thereafter 
as is possible, at 1525 E. Corning 
Road, Bluffton, IN 46714, the fee 
simple of the whole body of Real 
Estate in Wells County, Indiana.

	 Lot Numbered Six (6) as 
known and designated on the 
recorded plat of Sunnyglenn 
Estates, an addition to the City of 
Bluffton, reference being had to 
Plat Book 4, page 43, Wells Coun-
ty, Indiana Records.

	 More Commonly Known As:  
228 Columbian Avenue, Bluffton, 
IN 46714

	 90-08-05-512-006.000-004
Together with rents, issues, 

income, and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws.

Jennifer L. Snook 
MARINOSCI LAW GROUP, P.C.
455 West Lincolnway, Ste. B,
Valparaiso, IN  46385
Telephone: (219) 386-4700

	 Sheriff of Wells County
	 City of Bluffton
	 228 Columbian Avenue,
	 Bluffton, IN 46714
	 Street Address
	 The Sheriff’s Department 
	 does not warrant the
	 accuracy of the street
	 address published herein

Type of Service: Personal
SERVICE DIRECTED TO:
Nathan T. Nusbaumer 
228 Columbian Avenue
Bluffton, IN 46714

Nichole Nusbaumer 
228 Columbian Avenue
Bluffton, IN 46714

NOTICE: MARINOSCI LAW 
GROUP, P.C. IS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR. THIS IS AN ATTEMPT 
TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

nb 3/8, 3/15, 3/22
hspaxlp

MARCH 17-25 - (Online Only Auction) - Various consignors, 
seller. Antiques, primitives, Lionel trains and train items, modern 
furniture, vintage advertising, household items, patio furniture. 
Auction Preview: March 19 and March 21 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
118 East Craig St., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
MARCH 23 - 10 a.m. - Various owners represented. Location: 
Farmers Grain & Ag LLC, 1257 St. Rd. 33, Willshire, OH. Trac-
tors, combines, heads & carts, harvest equip., Grain carts, wag-
ons, trucks, trailers, pickups, construction, manure equipment, 
livestock equipment, hay equipment, planters, no-till drills, spray-
ers, NH3 bars, farm related, miscellaneous, mowers & ATVs, 
toys, native lumber. Questions, call: Farmers Grain & Ag, LLC, 
419-495-2338. Auction managers: Ritter Cox, 800-451-2709, 
260-609-3306 & Tim Kreider, 260-413-8008. Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 260-244-7606, 800-451-2709, 
SchraderAuction.com.
MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of San-
dra McCay and others, seller. 2007 Dodge Caliber SXT sedan, 
1999 Ford F250 with dump bed, 2013 12’ utility trailer, primitives, 
Turn of the Century cast iron riding horse, quilts, large qty. of 
crocks, antique furniture, Fenton, Carnival and other glassware. 
Preview: March 21, March 28 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 816 S. 11th 
Street, Decatur, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 
260-824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING APRIL 4 STARTING AT 6 p.m. 
EST - Joann Groves, Anita Miller & Veda Ewart POA, owner. 
6 p.m.: 2,132 sf, 4 bedroom, 1 bath, partial basement, 2-car 
attached garage, sitting on .4 acre city lot, South Adams Commu-
nity School, Wabash Township, Adams County. 6:30 p.m.: Furni-
ture, household items, cast iron pans, lots of collectibles, dishes, 
Zippo lighters & more! Preview March 25, 5-6 p.m., 230 High 
Street, Geneva. Pick up April 5, 1-5 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique Blue Bar and 
Grill (Formerly Stag Bar), seller. Ongoing needs. Outstanding 
collection of beer signs, neon signs, beer taps, collectibles, tools, 
much more. Preview: April 4 and April 11 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
205 W. Market St., Bluffton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., http://
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
APRIL 9 - 6 p.m. - Michael & Shelley Mossburg, owners. 
Wells County Chamber of Commerce, 211 Water Street, Bluffton. 
Commercial real estate & land auction. Seven tracts to be sold 
in individual tracts or any combinations. Open house March 26, 
5-6 p.m. or by appointment, 1600 W. Washington St., Bluffton. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

NOTICE
Notices

HAVING AN UPCOMING

event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office
at 260-824-0224 or 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN, or
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY 
Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help get you 
approved! No money out of 
pockets! Call 1-855-995-4758 
(I)

Help Wanted

Services
SERVICES

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-
965-4916 (I)
CONNECT TO THE best wire-
less home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G 
and 4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. Call 
855-430-1496 (I)

Pets
HELOISE HINT: If you work 
during the day and have to put 
your pet into a day care center. 
Ask friends and family to see 
which facilities they have used 
and whether they would rec-
ommend any. Fax Heloise @ 
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

Read & recycle

HELOISE HINT: Want to switch 
careers? This might be a great 
time to do it. Check out trends 
in the marketplace to see 
where your skills will fit best. 
Go online and research the 
industry that you’re interested 
in for more information. Email 
HELOISE@Heloise.com.

Need more employees! 
A 20 word, line classified in 
the Bluffton News-Banner 

for a month is $52.  
Contact the office at 125 N. 
Johnson St.,  824-0224, or 

submit on-line at 
classifieds.news-banner.com.

Guaranteed 
Sold

A 20 word, “For Sale” or 
“Automotive”,  line  

classified ad runs until 
your item is sold for  
only $39! (six-month 
maximum, excludes  

real estate).  
Limited to one-item, 

private party only.

Add A Photo!
A “Guaranteed Sold”  
line classified ad (up  

to 20 words) 
with a photo is $44. 

 Contact the Bluffton  
News-Banner,  
260-824-0224,

125 N. Johnson St., 
or submit online to

classifieds. 
news-banner.com



By JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Joe Biden came out 
in opposition to the planned 
sale of U.S. Steel to Nippon 
Steel of Japan, saying on 
Thursday that the U.S. needs 
to “maintain strong American 
steel companies powered by 
American steel workers.”

In a statement, Biden 
added: “U.S. Steel has been 
an iconic American steel 
company for more than a 
century, and it is vital for it 
to remain an American steel 
company that is domestical-
ly owned and operated.”

By opposing the merger, 
Biden has chosen to support 
unionized workers in a criti-
cal election year at the risk 
of upsetting the business 
community and an essential 
ally in Japan. Thursday’s 
announcement, coming as 
Biden is campaigning in the 
Midwest, could have ripples 
in his race against the pre-
sumptive Republican presi-
dential nominee, Donald 
Trump.

The Democratic president 
has made the restoration of 
American manufacturing a 
cornerstone of his agenda 
as he seeks reelection, and 
he has the endorsements of 
the AFL-CIO and several 
other prominent unions. The 
White House said Thurs-
day that Biden called David 
McCall, president of United 
Steelworkers, to reiterate his 
support for its members.

Nippon Steel announced 
in December that it planned 
to buy the Pittsburgh-based 
steel producer for $14.1 bil-
lion in cash, raising concerns 
about what the transaction 
could mean for unionized 
workers, supply chains and 
U.S. national security.

The Japanese company 
has tried to assuage critics by 
promising no job losses due 
to the merger. It also com-
mitted to keeping the U.S. 
Steel name and Pittsburgh 
headquarters, while noting it 
already has a presence in the 
American market and would 
bring in new resources to 
foster job growth.

The company, which 
is the world’s fourth larg-
est steel producer, launched 
a website with supportive 
statements from Larry Sum-
mers, the former treasury 
secretary, and Pat Toomey, 
a Republican and former 
senator from Pennsylvania.

Shortly after the steel 
deal was announced, the 
White House indicated it 
would be under review by 
the secretive Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the 
United States. The govern-
ment does not officially pro-
vide updates on the CFIUS 
review process.

Biden has a big mega-
phone to weigh in on the 
matter, but he is not inter-
vening in the review process 
or formally blocking the 
deal, according to a person 
familiar with deliberations 

who insisted on anonymity 
to discuss the situation.

When asked about the 
deal on Thursday, White 
House national security 
spokesman John Kirby 
declined to say if the presi-
dent wanted to stop it out-
right or would be amend-
able to changes in its struc-
ture. But Kirby told report-
ers that the United States 
sees its alliance with Japan 
as “stronger than it’s ever 
been.”

Still, the president holds 
sway over CFIUS. The 
treasury secretary leads the 
committee, which is also 
composed of the heads of 
federal agencies and, as 
deemed appropriate, direc-
tors of White House coun-
cils on the economy and 
national security.

Trump said earlier this 
year after meeting with 
the Teamsters union that 
he would stop the U.S. 
Steel acquisition: “I would 
block it. I think it’s a hor-
rible thing, when Japan buys 
U.S. Steel. I would block it 
instantaneously.”

Biden traveled Thursday 
to Saginaw, Michigan, which 
was once home to multiple 
General Motors plants and 
where he hopes his backing 
from union workers can reso-
nate with voters.

The city is in a swing 
county that narrowly backed 
Trump in 2016 and then 
flipped to Biden in 2020, 
making it a crucial contest in 

this year’s presidential race.
Biden has a close rela-

tionship with the United 
Steelworkers. He gave the 
union members “personal 
assurances” that he has their 
backs, according to a Febru-
ary statement by the union 
about Nippon Steel’s plans. 
U.S. Steel is headquartered 
in Pennsylvania, another key 

state in this year’s election.
The United Steelworkers 

issued a statement last week 
after meeting with represen-
tatives from Nippon Steel 
that it had concerns about 
whether the company would 
honor existing labor agree-
ments and about the compa-
ny’s financial transparency, 
adding that there were “bar-

riers” to closing a merger.
The U.S. considers Japan 

to be one of its closest allies 
and a key partner in counter-
ing China’s ambitions and 
influence in Asia. Biden has 
visited the country twice as 
president and will host Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida at the White House 
on April 10.
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FORT PIERCE, Fla. (AP) — A 
federal judge on Thursday rejected 
one bid by Donald Trump to throw 
out out his classified documents 
criminal case, and appeared skep-
tical during hours of arguments of 
a separate effort to scuttle the pros-
ecution ahead of trial.

U.S. District Judge Aileen Can-
non issued a two-page order say-
ing that though the Trump team had 
raised “various arguments warrant-
ing serious consideration,” a dis-
missal of charges was not merited. 
The case involves boxes of records, 
some highly classified, that Trump 
took to his Mar-a-Lago estate when 
he left the White House.

Cannon, who was appointed to 
the bench by the former president, 
had made clear during more than 
three-and-a-half hours of argu-
ments that she was reluctant to dis-
miss one of the four criminal cases 
against the 2024 presumptive 
Republican presidential nominee. 
She said at one point that a dis-
missal of the indictment would be 
“difficult to see” and that it would 
be “quite an extraordinary” step to 
strike down an Espionage Act stat-
ute that underpins the bulk of the 
felony counts against Trump but 
that his lawyers contend is uncon-
stitutionally vague.

The ruling from Cannon is a 
modest win for special counsel 
Jack Smith’s team, which in addi-
tion to the classified documents 
case is pursuing a separate pros-
ecution of Trump on charges that 
he plotted to overturn the results of 
the 2020 presidential election.

But it left unanswered questions 
over when the case might proceed 
to trial and only covered one of 
the two motions argued in court 
on Thursday. A separate motion 
about whether Trump was permit-
ted under the Presidential Records 

Act to retain the documents after 
he left the White House remains 
pending, but the judge also seemed 
disinclined to throw out the case 
on those grounds.

“It’s difficult to see how this gets 
you to the dismissal of an indict-
ment,” she told a Trump lawyer.

Trump attended Thursday’s 
arguments, listening intently with 
his hands sometimes clasped in 
front of him on the defense table 
as his attorneys pressed Cannon to 
throw out the case.

The hearing was the second 
this month in the case in Florida, 
which has unfolded slowly in 
the courts since prosecutors first 
brought charges last June. Can-
non heard arguments on March 1 
on when to schedule a new trial 
date — it was initially set for May 
20 — but has yet to announce one 
and gave no indication Thursday 
on when she might do so. Prosecu-
tors have pressed the judge to set 
a date for this summer. Trump’s 
lawyers are hoping to put it off 
until after the election.

After the hearing, Trump on his 
Truth Social platform took note of 
the “big crowds” outside the court-
house, which included supporters 
with flags and signs who honked 
their car horns in solidarity with 
the ex-president. He again said 
the prosecution is a “witch hunt” 
inspired by President Joe Biden.

Some of Thursday’s argu-
ments centered on the 1978 statute 
known as the Presidential Records 
Act. The law requires presidential 
documents to be turned over to the 
National Archives and Records 
Administration, though former 
presidents may retain notes and 
papers created for purely personal 
reasons.

His lawyers say the act entitled 
him to designate as personal prop-
erty the records he took with him 
to Mar-a-Lago in Florida and that 
he was free to do with the docu-
ments as he pleased.

“He had original classification 
authority,” said defense lawyer 
Todd Blanche. “He had the author-
ity to do whatever he thought was 
appropriate with his records.”

Prosecutors countered that 
those records were clearly presi-
dential, not personal, and included 
top-secret information and docu-
ments related to nuclear programs 
and the military capabilities of the 
U.S. and foreign countries. They 
say the presidential records statute 
was never meant to permit presi-
dents to retain classified and top-
secret documents, like those kept 
at Mar-a-Lago.

“The documents charged in 
the indictment are not personal 
records, period. They are not,” 
Harbach said. “They are nowhere 
close to it under the definition of 
the Presidential Records Act.”

Trump’s lawyers separately chal-
lenged as overly vague a statute that 
makes it a crime to have unauthor-
ized retention of national defense 
information, a charge that forms the 
basis of 32 of the 40 felony counts 
against Trump in the case.

Defense lawyer Emil Bove said 
ambiguity in the statute permits 
what he called “selective” enforce-
ment by the Justice Department, 
leading to Trump being charged 
but enabling others to avoid pros-
ecution. Bove suggested a recent 
report by special counsel Robert 
Hur that criticized President Joe 
Biden’s handling of classified 
information did not recommend 
charges proved his point about the 
lack of clarity.

When a law is unclear, Bove 
told Cannon, “The court’s obliga-
tion is to strike the statute and say 
‘Congress, get it right.’”

Jay Bratt, another prosecutor 
with Smith’s team, disputed that 
there was anything unclear about 
the law, and Cannon pointedly 
noted that striking down a statute 
would be “quite an extraordinary 
step.”

By ED WHITE,  Associated Press
PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) — The 

father of a Michigan school shoot-
er was found guilty of involuntary 
manslaughter Thursday, a second 
conviction against the teen’s par-
ents who were accused of failing 
to secure a gun at home and doing 
nothing to address acute signs of 
his mental turmoil.

The jury verdict means James 
Crumbley has joined Jennifer 
Crumbley as a cause of the killing 
of four students at Oxford High 
School in 2021, even without pull-
ing the trigger.

They had separate trials as the 
first U.S. parents to be charged in 
a mass school shooting committed 
by their child. Jennifer Crumbley 
was convicted of involuntary man-
slaughter in February.

The verdicts — one each for the 
four victims — were read around 
7:15 p.m. at the end of a full day 
of deliberations.

James Crumbley, who heard 
the outcome through headphones 
worn throughout the trial because 
of a hearing problem, shook his 
head from side to side as the jury 

foreman said “guilty.”
Family of some of the fallen 

students wept quietly and gripped 
each other’s hands in the second 
row of the courtroom gallery.

“I know this verdict will not 
bring them back,” prosecutor 
Karen McDonald said, “but I hope 
it will serve as an example of the 
importance of holding those who 
enable gun violence accountable.”

Defense attorney Mariell Lehm-
an said James Crumbley “obvi-
ously feels terrible” about what 
happened at the school. He faces a 
possible minimum sentence of as 
much as 10 years in prison.

“While we are disappointed 
with the verdict, we know that the 
jury had a very difficult task in 
front of them,” Lehman told The 
Associated Press.

Prosecutors focused on two 
key themes at the trial: the parents’ 
response to a morbid drawing on 
Ethan Crumbley’s math assignment 
a few hours before the shooting, and 
the teen’s access to a Sig Sauer 9 
mm handgun purchased by James 
Crumbley only four days earlier.

Ethan made a ghastly draw-

ing of a gun and a wounded man 
on a math assignment and added 
disturbing phrases, “The thoughts 
won’t stop. Help me. My life is 
useless.”

But James and Jennifer Crum-
bley declined to take Ethan home 
following a brief meeting at the 
school, and staff didn’t demand it. 
A counselor, concerned about sui-
cidal ideations, told them to seek 
help for the boy within 48 hours.

Ethan had told Shawn Hopkins 
that he was sad over the death of 
his dog and grandmother and the 
loss of a friend who had abruptly 
moved away. He said the drawing 
was simply his jottings for a video 
game and that he wasn’t planning 
to commit violence.

Neither he, nor his parents, told 
school officials about the gun they 
had just bought, according to trial 
testimony.

Hopkins had hoped Ethan 
would spend the day with his par-
ents. But when that was ruled out, 
the counselor felt the teen would 
probably be safer around others at 
school.

Ethan later pulled the Sig Sauer 

from his backpack and began 
shooting that same day, killing Jus-
tin Shilling, 17; Madisyn Baldwin, 
17; Hana St. Juliana, 14; and Tate 
Myre, 16. No one had checked the 
bag, though a school administrator 
had joked about its heaviness.

“James Crumbley is not on trial 
for what his son did,” McDonald 
told the jury Wednesday. “James 
Crumbley is on trial for what he 
did and for what he didn’t do.”

He “doesn’t get a pass because 
somebody else” actually pulled the 
trigger, she said.

Hopkins told the jury that 
James Crumbley showed empathy 
toward his son during the meet-
ing about the drawing, but took no 
additional action.

When James Crumbley heard 
about the shooting, he rushed 
home from his DoorDash job and 
looked for the gun.

“I think my son took the gun,” 
he said in a frantic 911 call.

Investigators found an empty 
gun case and empty ammunition 
box on the parents’ bed. A cable 
that could have locked the gun 
was still in a package, unopened.

Ethan told a judge when he 
pleaded guilty to murder and ter-
rorism that the gun was not locked 
when he stuffed it in his backpack 
before school.

Lehman tried to emphasize that 
James Crumbley did not consent 
to any gun access by his son.

“He did not know he had to 
protect others from his son,” she 
told jurors. “He did not know 
that it was reasonably foreseeable 
that his son would commit these 
offenses. He had no idea what his 
son was planning to do.”

There was no testimony from 
experts about Ethan’s mental 
health, and no records were intro-
duced. The boy’s lawyers said 
before trial that he would invoke 
his right to remain silent if called 
to testify.

But the judge allowed the jury 
to see excerpts from the teen’s 
handwritten journal.

“I have zero help for my men-
tal problems and it’s causing me 
to shoot up the ... school,” Ethan 
wrote. “I want help but my parents 
don’t listen to me so I can’t get 
any help.”

Judge rejects bid by Trump to throw out classified documents case

NEW YORK (AP) — New York prosecutors said Thursday 
they are open to delaying the start of Donald Trump’s hush-mon-
ey criminal trial by a month “in an abundance of caution” to give 
the former president’s lawyers time to review evidence they only 
recently obtained from a previous federal investigation into the 
matter.

The Manhattan district attorney’s office said in a court filing that 
it does not oppose adjourning the trial for 30 days but would fight 
the defense’s push for a longer delay. Judge Juan Manuel Merchan 
did not immediately rule.

Jury selection is scheduled for March 25. The hush-money case 
is one of four criminal indictments against Trump, the presumptive 
Republican presidential nominee.

Trump’s legal team said it has received tens of thousands of 
pages of evidence from the U.S. attorney’s office in Manhattan in 
the last two weeks, including records about former Trump lawyer-
turned-prosecution witness Michael Cohen that are “exculpatory 
and favorable to the defense.” Prosecutors said most of the newly 
turned over material is “largely irrelevant to the subject matter of 
this case,” though some records are pertinent.

Trump’s lawyers want a 90-day delay, but they’ve also asked 
Merchan to dismiss the case entirely, alleging the last-minute dis-
closures amounted to prosecutorial misconduct and violated rules 
governing the sharing of evidence. That process, called discovery, 
is routine in criminal cases and is intended to help ensure a fair 
trial.

Prosecutors contend Trump’s lawyers caused the problem by 
waiting until Jan. 18 to subpoena the U.S. attorney’s office for the 
full case file — a mere nine weeks before the scheduled start of 
jury selection.

District Attorney Alvin Bragg’s office said it requested the full 
file last year, but the U.S. attorney’s office only turned over a sub-
set of records. Trump’s lawyers received that material last June and 
had ample time to seek additional evidence from the federal probe, 
the D.A.’s office said.

Short trial delays because of issues with evidence aren’t unusu-
al, but any delay in a case involving Trump would be significant, 
with trial dates in his other criminal cases up in the air and Election 
Day less than eight months away.

The defense has also sought to delay the trial until after the 
Supreme Court rules on Trump’s presidential immunity claims, 
which his lawyers say could apply to some of the allegations and 
evidence in the hush-money case. The Supreme Court is scheduled 
to hear oral arguments April 25.

Prosecutors say they’re 
open to delaying Trump’s 
hush-money trial for a month

James Crumbley, who bought gun used to kill 4 students, found guilty

President Biden opposes plan to sell U.S. Steel company to Japanese firm


