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Wells Museum 
Cleanup

The Wells County Historical 
Society is preparing for the 

museum’s opening in April. A 
1913 and 2003 Flood area is 

being created (pictured below), 
with the sports room being 
located to the second floor. 

Above, Connie Brubaker looks 
over the sports memorabilia , 
which includes local schools. 

At right, Larry McAfee, left, and 
Jim Sturgeon also help with 

the cleaning efforts. (Photos by 
Jonathan Snyder)

Board of Works hears 
bids for sidewalk, curb work

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Bids for concrete used in sidewalk and 

curb improvement projects were opened in 
the Board of Public Works and Safety meet-
ing on Tuesday.

Two bids were opened and read, with 
KBL Transport in Portland having the low 
bid. Their details included ADA ramps at 
$2,350 each, $65 per lineal foot for both 
standing and roll curbs, $18 per square foot 
for sidewalk concrete and $20 for concrete 
drives and approaches six inches deep. 
JL Wilson Construction in Ossian’s bid 
was over $1,000 more expensive for ADA 
ramps, with curbs, sidewalk and approaches 
prices at over double and in some cases tri-
ple what KBL bid.

The Board of Works did not approve 
any bid at the meeting, but Board member 
Josh Hunt mentioned that when they do, the 
prices will remain stagnant for the calendar 
year. 

Additionally, the board voted to extend 
their agreement with Christopher B. Burke 
Engineering, whom has provided support 
for completing permit activities so Bluff-
ton can follow Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System requirements. The docu-
ment has not changed over the last year, 

with Burke continuing to review and assess 
Bluffton’s programs to identify things and 
activities that count towards complying 
with the Indiana Department of Environ-
mental Management. Mayor John Whicker 
described Burke as “good to work with,” 
and that there’s still a lot of things to do 
with the MS4 agreement.

Furthermore, the board approved a water 
bill adjustment for Landyn Wilson on 321 
West Horton St. Wilson stated that an under-
ground pipe was leaking throughout Decem-
ber and January. She was notified of the leak 
on Jan. 25, when she immediately called a 
contractor and fixed the pipe on Jan. 26. The 
bill, over the two-month period, rocketed to 
$1,400, which the board cut in half. 

The board also approved a request to 
close some roads on July 13 for the 4-H 
5K race. The race will be held from 7:30-
8:30 a.m. The route will be the same as last 
year’s run, with Spring, Johnson, Portman 
and Clark Streets all closed during that hour. 

The board also mentioned that the vacant 
city engineer position has been posted and 
they are waiting for applications. Scott 
Mentzer was also present for Tuesday’s 
meeting.

jonathan@news-banner.com

State session takeaways: next 
year’s budget, a ‘quieter’ cycle

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ,
WHITNEY DOWNARD

 and CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana’s latest legislative session is over 
after a breakneck nine weeks that saw near-
ly 175 bills cross the finish line. 

After promising a session featuring 
“measured” changes, lawmakers took up 
some contentious proposals but shelved oth-
ers, including several aimed at the city of 
Indianapolis. And the Legislature has teed 
up a busy budget season for 2025.

Below, the Capital Chronicle team breaks 
down its top three takeaways. 

Mega-session in the making
Legislative leaders sidestepped most 

ideas with price tags, delaying Medicaid, 
education, taxes and roads decisions until 
next year’s longer, budget-building session.

“We tried to stay away from those things. 
… We probably did punt a few things to 
2025,” Senate President Pro Tem Rodric 
Bray told reporters Thursday, after the Sen-
ate concluded its business for the year. 

House Speaker Todd Huston defended 
those decisions, telling reporters, “Most 
things end up having — in some way, shape 
or form — a budget impact.”

“Budget sessions are always going to be 
busy. There’s always going to be a lot of 
issues to address,” said Huston, R-Fishers.

But Bray said he expected a “pretty mon-
(Continued on Page 2)

By HOLLY GASKILL
During a school board meet-

ing Tuesday, Dylan Markley of 
Weigand Construction said there’s 
been a “big push” in progress on 
Norwell construction projects. 

Weigand is currently circling 
three projects for the district — 
the new Norwell Middle School 
building, buildings for the high 
school football and baseball fields, 
and the Ossian Elementary School 
“refresh.” 

Markley attributed some of 
this progress to the decent winter 
weather. He advised they hoped 
to have the baseball building 
ready by April 2. As crews have 
completed finishing items on the 
baseball building, they’ve pivoted 
toward the same items for the foot-
ball building.

Final construction items are 
also following at the new middle 
school building. The school board 
plans to tour the site before a board 

meeting in Aprill. A ribbon cutting 
of the facility is planned for June.

Demolition at OES has also 
begun, with crews planning to get 
into the weeds of the project over 
spring break, March 22-29. The 
renovation is set to include class-
room reconfigurations and new 
lockers, classroom cabinetry, stu-
dent furniture, carpeting and paint-
ing. 

OES Principal Theresa Casto 
said fifth grade classes will begin 

instruction in alternative teach-
ing spaces as work begins in their 
classrooms on Wednesday. She 
said these spaces were picked by 
the teachers, which included two 
classes that will be co-taught in a 
multipurpose room. “Those fifth 
grade teachers are champs,” Casto 
said.

“There’s been good communi-
cation, even through to the differ-
ent campuses, principals, this team 
as well, in coordinating,” Markley 

said. “The door’s always open if 
there are issues, which we don’t 
anticipate, but I know there’s end-
of-the-year testing, so we’ve tried 
to accommodate with some of 
our phasing. We’ll try to keep the 
noise mitigated as much as pos-
sible.” 

Superintendent Mike Springer 
reminded the board that because 
the renovation work is starting 
now, it will conclude before the 

Norwell Middle School construction looks to finish line

(Continued on Page 2)

By HOLLY GASKILL
Norwell’s school board unanimously voted 

to add SchoolCare, a digital health charting 
system, during their meeting Tuesday. 

SchoolCare is a free healthcare technolo-
gy for school nurses to track various aspects 
of their work. Its services include charting 
each student’s use of nursing services, track-
ing student medications and monitoring 
health plans. 

School nurses Sara Clark and Ann 
McNabb spoke with the board about the 
software but stated that all of Norwell’s 
nurses favored the technology. Clark said the 
nurses learned about the software through 
Fort Wayne Community Schools, who have 
reportedly used it for over 10 years. Nor-
well currently uses a combination of Power-
School and paper documentation, which they 
described as unsophisticated and clunky. 

“I can’t believe you don’t have electronic 
charting,” said board member Chad Kline. 
“We have a lot of binders,” laughed Clark. 

According to Clark, the company part-
ners with Medicaid and UnitedHealthcare 
and allows parents to opt-in through their 
insurance for continuous tracking of their 
students’ healthcare needs. Clark said this 
helps the companies learn more about medi-
cation usage, possible health warnings, and 
more, and they then alert parents if needed. 
However, no participation in that service is 
required for the free software. 

The software also comes with a parent 
app, should the district utilize it. McNabb 
expressed hesitation in this aspect, say-
ing that notifications without context could 
cause more anxiety than necessary. That 
said, McNabb said they planned to utilize 
email alerts. 

Board member Corey Krug asked if par-
ents could opt their students out of a chart-

ing service like this. “I imagine that we’re 
probably going to have some people say, 
‘Don’t vote in favor of this. We don’t want 
anything electronic because we don’t trust 
the government.’ Even if they’re not opting 
into that portion,” Krug questioned. 

To this, McNabb stated that, in essence, 
students already have health records in a 
school database — this one just allows the 
nurses to track and record data without as 
much friction. “This is no different than you 
going into the doctor’s office and there’s a 
chart,” Clark said.

McNabb also noted that the software 
works alongside PowerSchool and will update 
records on that website simultaneously. 

“I think it seems smarter,” said board 
member Traci Neuenschwander. “I mean, 
you guys are providing health care in the 
school setting.”

Krug, Neuenschwander, Kline and board 
member Angie Topp voted in favor of the 
software; board member Gene Donaghy 
was absent.

The board also unanimously approved 
the removal of its COVID-19 Continu-
ous Education Plan. Superintendent Mike 
Springer referenced recent guidelines from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, which now give recommendations 
similar to the flu regarding return to school. 

The board later approved the purchase of 
various career and technical education and 
art-related curriculum and materials. Assis-
tant Superintendent Anna Murphy advised 
all needed curriculum had not yet been iden-
tified, but asked approval for the roughly 
$83,000 total. 

Alongside this, Ossian Elementary 
School Principal Theresa Casto request-
ed approval for new English Language 

Norwell partners with new 
health charting software 

(Continued on Page 2)



Arts curriculum, Amplify/
CKLA. The board gave 
approval, contingent on par-
ent review, as the district 
planned to have two oppor-
tunities at Lancaster Ele-
mentary School on Wednes-
day.

According to Springer, 
the curriculum costs over 
$300,000. However, Casto 
emphasized that the curricu-
lum extends for six years. 
Springer also stated it was 
comparable to the cost of the 
district’s math curriculum.

The new curriculum fol-
lows new state guidelines 
for the initiative known as 
the “Science of Reading.” 
Casto said the curriculum 
identification process went 
quite smoothly between 
administrators, teachers and 
committee members. The 
board commended their ini-
tiatives, noting that the state 
change would probably cre-
ate a backorder for similar 
materials.

In addition, the board:
• Recognized the athletic 

accomplishments of its win-
ter athletes who competed 
at the state level, the girls’ 
basketball team, swimmer 

Rylan Heyerly, and wrestler 
Hunter Douglas. 

• Considered the first read-
ing of a district policy regard-
ing the Family and Medical 
Leave Act. Springer advised 
this was largely similar to the 
federal policy, but included 
several more specific pre-
scriptions for both classified 
and certified personnel.

• Accepted the follow-
ing resignations: NHS head 
wrestling coach John John-
son, NHS teaching assistant 
Kelly Putt, NMS teaching 
assistant Andrew Rodgers, 

LES special education teach-
ing assistant Hollie Inostroza 
and Kimberly Gerber from 
LES Bobcat Care.

• Approved the employ-
ment recommendations 
for Thomas Wolf as NHS 
E-Sports assistant coach, 
Damon Kulenbeck as NMS 
head tennis coach, Bradley 
Nelson as NMS assistant 
track coach, Kyle Murray 
as NMS volunteer assistant 
boys’ soccer coach, and Jef-
frey Speicher and Charlotte 
Rex as NHS 2nd shift cus-
todians. 

• Recognized dona-
tions of $100 from Truland 
Equipment to NHS FFA 
and $780 from the Deb 
Neuenschwander Memorial 
Endowment for the OES 
library.

• Approved out-of-state 
trip requests for fifth grade 
students at OES to visit the 
Neil Armstrong Air and 
Space Museum in Ohio on 
April 12 and seventh grade 
students at NMS to travel 
to Kings Island in Ohio on 
May 16.

holly@news-banner.com
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Weather
Wednesday, March 13, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:03 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 68; Low: 42; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 3.79  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 69. Southwest 

wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Tonight: A chance of showers, with thunderstorms also 

possible after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 51. 
South wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Thursday: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. High 
near 67. South wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 80%. New rainfall amounts 
between a tenth and quarter of an inch, except higher 
amounts possible in thunderstorms. 

Thursday Night: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. 
Low around 53. Southwest wind around 15 mph, with gusts 
as high as 25 mph. Chance of precipitation is 80%. New 
rainfall amounts between a quarter and half of an inch pos-
sible. 

Friday: Showers and thunderstorms likely before 11 
a.m., then a chance of showers between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 58. Chance of precipitation 
is 60%.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 34.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 53.
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 40.
Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near 47.
Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 29.
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umental” next session, highlighting a 
two-year task force seeking to reshape 
Indiana’s tax system. 

“We may see some fairly signifi-
cant tax reformation around the state of 
Indiana … (20)25 will be a significant 
year, I think,” Bray, R-Martinsville, 
added.

The Legislature’s two primary bud-
get architects have already started put-
ting the pieces together.

“Medicaid, education (and) how 
much revenue will we have? It’s that 
simple, isn’t it?” said Rep. Jeff Thomp-
son, chair of the House’s Ways and 
Means Committee.

Senate Appropriations Committee 
leader Sen. Ryan Mishler, R-Mishawa-
ka, has been outspoken about his Med-
icaid growth worries. Spending on the 
program grew 2% last year, from 15% 
of the budget to 17%. That occurred 
even as the state’s spending on educa-
tion fell by the same percentage, from 
50% to 48%. 

“You can’t sustain that,” Mishler 
said last week. “Now we find ourselves 
with … unexpected growth in that 
eight-month period between the two 
forecasts. I think we have to get our 
arms around it.”

In December, the Family and Social 
Services Administration (FSSA) 
announced a nearly $1 billion “vari-
ance” over the remainder of its Med-
icaid budget. In response, the agency 
adopted several cost-cutting measures, 
shelving a 2% Medicaid index and 
halting an attendant care program for 
parents of disabled children that it said 
counted for much of the unanticipated 
growth. 

In response, lawmakers approved a 
proposal increasing FSSA accountabil-
ity, primarily by requiring the agency 
to present a plan for monitoring Medic-
aid expenses to the Medicaid Oversight 
Committee along with an explanation 
of the $1 billion error. 

“We just have to figure out what we 
can do and you still have to offer the 
services, but at a cost you can afford,” 
Mishler said. “I guess that’s where we 
have to find that middle spot.”

Across the aisle, House Minority 
Leader Phil GiaQuinta noted an addi-
tional wrinkle to budget negotiations: the 
expiration of enhanced federal funding 
designed to offset COVID-19 losses. 

“The budget has really been backed 
up by a lot of federal dollars,” said Gia-
Quinta, D-Fort Wayne. “I think there’s 
going to be a time when the rubber 

hits the road here with regards to … 
vouchers or private funding versus 
how we’re going to fund public educa-
tion. So I think that’s going to be a real 
question on the table next year.”

Indiana has long allocated the larg-
est portion of its budget on education. 
That sector could see major changes 
next year.

Mishler wants to overhaul Indiana’s 
private school vouchers with a grant 
program that would allow all Hoosier 
families — regardless of income — to 
choose where their students get educat-
ed. His Senate Bill 255 was discussed 
at the Statehouse but did not move dur-
ing the session. 

“I just took all of the different facets 
of education funding and threw them 
all into one pot, pretty much,” Mishler 
said of the legislation. “The vouch-
ers, the (career savings accounts), 
the (education scholarship accounts). 
Parents say they want choices and we 
claim that we give them choices. We 
just have to decide what choices we’re 
going to give them.”

Whether the overhaul will have 
teeth is still to be determined, though.

“I (heard the bill) because a lot of 
people asked me about it. So this year 
I just kind of put it out there to see what 
kind of feedback I got. (It) was, ‘We 
want to protect ours. We don’t want a 
new one. We want to protect what we 
have,’” he continued. “I got a lot of that. 
… I think you’ll see some changes but 
I don’t know what at this point in time. 
But there’s enough people, I think, that 
want to see some changes in that, so it’s 
something we’ll take a look at.”

State lawmakers have also teed up a 
road funding overhaul. 

Municipalities, particularly the city 
of Indianapolis, have long complained 
the state’s formula shortchanges them. 
Separately, state officials are worried 
about the transition away from gas-
powered vehicles, which funds the 
bulk of Hoosier road construction and 
maintenance.

As part of the overhaul, lawmakers 
expect to consider having the Indiana 
Department of Transportation re-take 
former state highways ceded to India-
napolis. That includes almost 20 Indi-
anapolis roads, according to a 2023 
INDOT asset report.

Though debate has centered over on 
Washington and Meridian streets, Rep. 
Jim Pressel, R-Rolling Prairie, said, 
“The conversation is really about all of 
them.”

But Pressel, who leads the House’s 

roads-focused committee, already has 
concerns.

“We set a dangerous precedent if we 
start taking back roads that were relin-
quished years ago,” Pressel said. “If we 
take them back, is everybody going to 
come to INDOT and say, ‘Well, you 
took it back for Marion County. Now 
are you going to take ours back?’” 

He noted that the state pays local 
units to take possession of roads, but 
units typically don’t pay the state to re-
take them.

Pressel also pushed for pavement 
condition ratings, asking, “What is 
going to cost us to bring them back up 
(to par)? We need to know that for a lot 
more (roads).”

Huston said infrastructure is key for 
a state known as the “Crossroads of 
America.”

“We’re going to have to look at if 
and how that might need to be modern-
ized,” he told reporters last week. He 
said he’s looking forward to “hav(ing) 
that discussion” with “local govern-
ment partners.”

But leaders have also been skepti-
cal of communities asking for more 
road funding without maxing out their 
wheel taxes and other funding mecha-
nisms. Indianapolis, for example, 
has historically shot down such tax 
increases until state funding increases.

Was it a quieter session?
Republican legislative leaders pre-

viously promised a less “aggressive” 
2024 session that focused more on 
bills to tweak and fine-tune, rather 
than overhaul. Citing bustling sessions 
in the three years prior, they vowed to 
stay away from gambling expansion, 
water fights or costly initiatives during 
the non-budget reconvening.

And aside from a statewide reading 
overhaul that built off a “science-of-
reading” effort begun last year, many 
of the other bills that passed were low-
stake code changes. 

To that end, lawmakers snuffed out 
several contentious bills.

That included proposals to further 
restrict abortions and ban certain funding 
for the procedures. Those bills and oth-
ers like them never received hearings.

Also avoided was a potential culture 
war fight over the use of “gender” in 
state law. House Bill 1291, authored by 
Rep. Chris Judy, R-Fishers, would have 
replaced the term “gender” with “bio-
logical sex” in certain Indiana statutes 
to describe the condition of being phys-
ically male or female. The bill never 
made it on a committee schedule.

(Continued from Page 1)

NMS construction
2024-25 school year. “(OES) 
has kind of embraced the 
idea that a little bit of sacri-
fice right now, and then we 
hit the door running in the 
summer, and we’re ready to 
go at the beginning of the 
school year, and that’s really 
important.”

Afterward, Springer 
reviewed the district’s 
assessed value growth and 
property taxes, as bills roll 
out. He recognized that the 
district has had the fifth-
highest assessed value 
growth among 24 neighbor-
ing districts, but stated the 
board has been committed 
to keeping the same rate. 
The district falls into the 
sixth-lowest tax rate among 
the same neighboring dis-
tricts. 

“So, if somebody wants 
to complain about our tax 
rate, it’s not our tax rate, 
they need to call the asses-
sor and talk to the assessor 

about raising their assessed 
value,” stated board member 
Corey Krug. 

Springer added, “So, 
from last year to this year if 
you’re looking at, ‘Why did 
my tax bill go up?’ Your tax, 
like in terms of the school 
system, our tax rates stay 
the same. And so that didn’t 
raise the taxes, but obvi-
ously, if your assessed value 
is more, increased of value 
is going to be more of a tax 
burden.” 

Citing a recent Wells 
County Economic Develop-
ment study, board member 
Chad Kline said, “While 
we might think our house 
values are going up sig-
nificantly, they really aren’t. 
They’re actually still on the 
lower end of the state. We’re 
just not used to it going up 
as fast as it is.” 

The district did anticipate 
a lower debt service rate in 
2024, however, the board 
issued a $6.1 million bond to 

pursue a series of construc-
tion projects, including the 
OES renovation project and 
baseball and football build-
ings. 

The board also heard an 
update from Raina Sisson, 
food and nutrition direc-
tor, about food service. The 
program ran a promotion for 
National School Breakfast 
Week last week, including 
“Free Breakfast Friday” for 
the elementary schools. The 
schools served 674 students 
breakfast on Friday — in 
February, they served 283 
per day on average.

Sisson hopes to conduct 
a “refresh” of her own in 
the OES cafeteria with some 
new decor. Lancaster Ele-
mentary School has already 
received some of these new 
items, and NMS has got-
ten new cafeteria tables and 
chairs.

Sisson also highlighted 
several efforts to include 
more fresh food variety and 

homemade food options for 
the students, including the 
introduction of smoothies 
and the return of the Nor-
well-famed turkey short-
cake. The latter was met 
with excitement by some of 
the board members. 

“You brought back the 
original turkey shortcake?” 
asked board member Traci 
Neuenschwander. 

Sisson admitted the reci-
pe was modified, but added 
with a smile, “I will tell you 
— those ladies over at the 
high school, middle school 
campus, they worked tire-
lessly. That is a difficult, 
difficult recipe. The kitchen 
was an absolute mess, but it 
was worth it. It’s not some-
thing we can do every week 
— let’s just put it that way.”

Later, the board renewed 
the Norwell’s membership 
in the Food2School Cooper-
ative, which Sisson has been 
a large asset to the district.

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Health charting software

The board for Norwell Community Schools celebrated the success of the girls’ basketball team, 
swimmer Rylan Heyerly and wrestler Hunter Douglas during their meeting Tuesday. (Photo by 
Holly Gaskill)

(Continued from Page 1)

Inflation up in sign 
that price pressures 
remain elevated

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Consumer prices in the 
United States picked up 
last month, a sign that infla-
tion remains a persistent 
challenge for the Federal 
Reserve and for President 
Joe Biden’s re-election 
campaign, both of which 
are counting on a steady 
easing of price pressures 
this year.

Prices rose 0.4% from 
January to February, higher 
than the previous month’s 
figure of 0.3%, the Labor 
Department said Tuesday. 
Compared with a year ear-
lier, consumer prices rose 
3.2% last month, above Jan-
uary’s 3.1% annual pace.

Excluding volatile food 
and energy prices, so-called 
“core” prices also climbed 
0.4% from January to Feb-
ruary, matching the pre-
vious month’s rise and a 
faster pace than is consistent 
with the Fed’s 2% infla-
tion target. Core inflation is 
watched especially closely 
because it typically provides 
a better read of where infla-
tion is likely headed.

“It’s a disappointment, 
but not a disaster,” said Eric 
Winograd, U.S. economist 
at asset manager AB. “The 
underlying details are more 
encouraging than the top-
line number, which was 
boosted by a few volatile 
categories — the type of 
prices that tend not to repeat 
month-to-month.”

Those volatile items 
include gas prices, which 
jumped 3.8% just from Jan-
uary to February but are still 
below their level of a year 
ago. Air fares surged 3.6% 
after two months of much 

smaller increases. Clothing 
prices rose 0.6% after three 
months of declines but are 
unchanged compared with a 
year earlier.

Housing and rental 
costs, though, which tend 
to change more gradu-
ally, cooled in February: 
They rose 0.4% from Janu-
ary, slower than the 0.6% 
increase the previous month. 
Measures of new apartment 
leases, which have cooled, 
are expected to feed into the 
government’s inflation data 
in the coming months.

New car prices ticked 
down 0.1% in February. 
Though these prices remain 
much higher than they were 
before the pandemic, they’re 
expected to decline further 
as more vehicles show up on 
dealer lots. Grocery prices 
were unchanged last month 
and are up just 1% from a 
year earlier.

Despite February’s ele-
vated figures, most econo-
mists expect inflation to 
continue slowly declining 
this year. At the same time, 
the uptick last month may 
underscore the Fed’s cau-
tious approach toward inter-
est rate cuts.

Voter perceptions of 
inflation are sure to occu-
py a central place in this 
year’s presidential elec-
tion. Despite a healthy job 
market and a record-high 
stock market, polls show 
that many Americans blame 
Biden for the surge in con-
sumer prices that began in 
2021. Though inflationary 
pressures have significantly 
eased, average prices remain 
about far above where they 
stood three years ago.



Ossian Rotary is par-
ticipating in the upcoming 
eclipse mania that seems 
to be sweeping the coun-
try. To prepare for our 
time in the path of the total 
eclipse, Ossian Rotary will 
welcome Adams County 
Emergency Management 
Agency Director Barb Leh-
rman and Deputy Direc-
tor Magen Wilson, who 
together have ten years’ 
experience in emergency 
management for Adams 
County.

Barb and Magen have 
been planning for the 2024 
total solar eclipse since 
February 2023, by attend-
ing webinars, training and 
contacting Emergency 
Management directors in 
other states who experi-
enced the 2017 total solar 
eclipse.

The Emergency Man-
agement and Preparedness 
Agency provides the sup-
port, tools and resources 
to ensure that Adams 
County can build, sustain 
and improve its capabil-
ity to prepare for, protect 
against, respond to, recov-
er from and mitigate all 
hazards.

Although the eclipse is 
not considered a hazard, 
it may bring large crowds 
into the path of total dark-
ness, in which Wells Coun-
ty sits.

Anyone is welcome to 
attend Ossian Rotary this 
Thursday morning, at 7:30 
at First Baptist Church of 
Ossian, 1001 Dehner Drive, 
for this program.

For more information, 
please contact Jeremy Pen-
rod, Ossian Rotary Presi-
dent, at jeremy.penrod@
edwardjones.com.

Please note that Ossian 

Rotary will cancel when 
N o r w e l l  C o m m u n i t y 
Schools has a delay or can-
cellation due to weather.

Next Thursday, March 
21, Ossian Rotary will 
hear from Megan Jinnings 
of the Adams Wells Crisis 
Center.

Rotary International is 
the world’s largest inter-
national service organiza-
tion. Rotary brings togeth-
er a global network of vol-
unteer leaders dedicated to 
tackling the world’s most 
pressing humanitarian 
challenges. Rotary con-
nects 1.2 million mem-
bers of more than 33,000 
Rotary clubs in over 200 
countries and geographical 

areas. Their work impacts 
lives at both the local and 
international levels, from 
helping families in need 
in their own communities 
to working toward a polio-
free world.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-

ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include 
the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of 
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of 
calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling 
arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, 
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person, 
there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will 
coordinate obituary publication.

Police Notebook
OBITUARIES

Call Today!

260-824-4626
TDD 800-326-9193 #776

• Laundry Facilities in Building
• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance
• $20 Application fee

Capri Meadows 
Apartments

58 Capri Court • Bluff ton, IN

• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

Utilities
Included! Applications 

Accepted 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. & 

Fri. 10am-4pm
(Closed Wednesday)

1, 2 & 3 
Bedroom 

Apartments

Your Local Tax Specialists

BUSINESS CONSULTING • TAX PREPARATION 
BOOKKEEPING • PAYROLL • QB CONSULTS

IRS REPRESENTATION

JOHN EMSHWILLER, EA
NICK SCHEER, EA

CORY RECKARD, CPA
COLIN PENROD, EA

www.emshwiller.net • 260.824.1826

207 N. Johnson 
Street, Bluffton, IN

7230 Engle Road, 
Fort Wayne, IN

1421 Manchester St.,
Decatur, IN

½ block west of U.S. 27 North

260-724-2276 • www.icav.us
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AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

INDICATOR 
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

Juanita P. Russell
Calling: 3 - 7 p.m. 

Thursday, March 14. 
Funeral: 11 a.m. 

Friday, March 15 at the 
funeral home.

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton

824-3852

INCIDENTS
City:
Monday, 4:57 p.m., 500 

block of Eastmoor Drive. 
Report of subject acting 
strangely and going into 
unknown residence. One 
woman taken to jail.

Monday, 5:33 p.m., Beth 
Avenue and West Jeffer-
son Street. Officer flagged 
down in regard to a loose 
and aggressive dog in the 
area.

Monday, 8:46 p.m., 
500 block of Beth Avenue. 
Officer spoke to owner of 
a dog who advised the ani-
mal got out but is typically 
contained.

Monday, 9:27 p.m., 
Walmart. Driver cited for 
speeding 60 in a 40 mph 
zone.

Tuesday, 4:58 a.m., North 
Morgan and West Wabash 
streets. Driver cited for 
speeding and driving while 
suspended.

Tuesday, 6:36 a.m., North 
Main Street and Charles 
Deam Court. Driver arrest-
ed for driving while never 
receiving license.

Tuesday, 11:11 a.m., 
North Main and East 
Wabash s t reets .  Semi 
truck driver ran out of gas 
and requested traffic con-
trol.

Tuesday, 1:59 p.m., 
Walmart. Report of subject 
in vehicle for two days and 
making female employees 
uncomfortable. Told man-
agement to advise him to 
leave the property.

County:
Monday, 8:26 p.m., S.R. 

116 and North 300 West, 
Markle. Report of a deer in 
ditch, still alive after acci-
dent.

Monday, 10:03 p.m., East 
300 North and North Main 
Street, Bluffton. Driver cited 
for speeding 73 in a 55 mph 
zone.

Tuesday, 6:42 a.m., 4500 
South 300 West, Poneto. 
Caller reported they hit 
a dog with their vehicle, 
unsure where dog went. 
Officer located the dog and 
contacted owner, who took 
animal to the vet.

Tuesday, 7:14 a.m., 
North Main Street and 

S.R. 124, Bluffton. Driver 
cited for expired license 
plate.

Tuesday, 10:22 a.m., West 
900 North and North 300 
West, Markle. Driver cited 
for speeding and obviously 
oversized tires.

Ossian:
Monday, 2:13 p.m., 1600 

West 1200 North, Ossian. 
Caller reported that a dis-
tant relative stopped by with 
a pink T-mobile bag and 
kissed the caller on the neck 
romantically when dropping 
the bag off. The man alleg-
edly left several emply alco-
hol containers, a shot glass, 
underwear and a cob of corn, 
both with fecal matter. 

ARRESTS
S e r e n i t y  G a b r i e l l e 

Southard, 20, Liberty Cen-
ter; burglary, a Level 6 
felony, and public intoxi-
cation by drugs, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$6,000.

Jorge Josihel Granados 
Caballero, 42, Fort Wayne; 
operating without ever 
obtaining a license, a Class 
C misdemeanor.

Ossian Rotary will hear 
about upcoming Solar Eclipse

Magen Jinnings and Barb Lehrman will speak at Ossian Rota-
ry this Thursday, March 14. (Photo provided)

Barbara Carol Van Vactor 
Miller passed away Sunday, 
March 10, 2024, at the age of 
69, surrounded by her family. 

She was born in Plymouth, 
Indiana, to Harold and Marjo-
rie (Mudgie) Van Vactor. 

Barb graduated from Plym-
outh High School in 1973 and 
completed her undergraduate 
and graduate studies at Indi-
ana University in Bloomington.

While at I.U., she met David 
Miller, and they married in June of 1978.

In 1979, Barb and Dave moved to Phoe-
nix, Arizona, to start a business, and in 
1981, had their first child, Patrick David. 
Missing their families, they sold their busi-
ness and moved back to Indiana, settling 
in Bloomington.

It was then that Barb started her storied 
28-year career at the I.U. Kelley School of 
Business, first teaching Business Commu-
nications and shorthand, and then the 
Intro to Computers course, K201. Over the 
years she became known as “the Queen 
of K201,” and led the design of the labora-
tory portion of the course and coordinat-
ed all of the Teaching Assistants and Peer 
Tutors.

In 1984, Barb and Dave welcomed their 
daughter, Sarah Maria, into the world. 
Even as a busy faculty member at I.U., 
Barb was the guiding hand in raising their 
two kids and coordinating their academic, 
arts and sporting activities.

They spent their Bloomington years 
making great friends and spending time 
at “The Institute” and then hosting get 
togethers at their Cabot Court Pub, Pool 
and Pong house.

In 2003, they moved from Blooming-
ton up to Plymouth to be involved in the 
Van Vactor family real estate develop-
ment, and while there, Barb designed and 
taught the Intro to Computer lab  course 
at Notre Dame for six years. She took time 
off to care for both her parents in their 
later years.

She made great friends in Plymouth 
and was active in her Book Club and the 
“Ladies of the Lake” social activities. She 
loved walking around the lake with her 
friends and catching up on the latest hap-
penings.

Barb loved to spend hours in her gar-
den and was certified as a Master Garden-
er. Her other outside activities in Plymouth 
included the P.E.O. Sisterhood as a Former 
President and member of Chapter DO; a 
member of the Tri Kappa Plymouth Asso-
ciate Chapter; and the First United Meth-
odist Church Community Meal Committee.  
Barb was the secretary of her Plymouth 
High School Class of 1973 and worked on 
all the reunion committees over the years. 
Barb also coordinated all the activities for 
the annual Hutchings Reunion, and she 
spent many years as the Secretary of the 
Pretty Lake Property Owners Association.

In Bloomington, she was on the Board 

of the Youth Services Bureau of 
Bloomington, and a member 
of the 100+ Women Who Care 
organization.

Barb is survived by her hus-
band, David, formerly of Bluff-
ton; son, Patrick (Natalie) Miller 
and daughter, Sarah (Pablo) 
Fuentes; siblings, David (Chris) 
Van Vactor, Stephen (Maria) Van 
Vactor and Patricia (Edward) 
Wright;  four grandchildren, 
Abigail, Benjamin, Weston and 

Parker; in-laws, Rick and Kerrie Miller, and 
Leslie Miller and Lola; her Aunt Ruth Kin-
ney, Aunt Helen (Larry) Beedy, Aunt Toni 
Hutchings and Uncle Jim Hutchings; as 
well as many cousins, nieces and neph-
ews and their families who were so dear 
to her.

She was preceded in death by her 
grandparents; parents; sister, Judy; broth-
er, Gary; and nephew, Michael.

Friends and family say Barb was loving, 
selfless, compassionate and generous. She 
was a beautiful ray of light even through 
her last days, as she spent time with loved 
ones and looked out at the sunsets over 
Pretty Lake. She was at peace knowing 
she had lived a full, wonderful life, with 
so many people who have loved and sup-
ported her over the years. She was happy 
knowing she would be able to see the 
people she loved again. 

They say that love always ends in grief, 
and many people are grieving the loss 
of an amazing woman. As we remember 
Barb’s smiling face, we can be reminded 
of all of the beautiful memories we all 
made with her.

In lieu of flowers, Barb would prefer you 
make donations in Plymouth to the P.E.O. 
Star Scholarship Fund (3700 Grand Ave., 
Des Moines, IA 50312), the First United 
Methodist Church Community Meal Pro-
gram (400 N. Michigan Street, Plymouth, 
IN 46563) or The REES Theatre (100 N. 
Michigan Street, Plymouth, IN 46563).

Visitation will be held from 12:30-2:30 
p.m. on Saturday, March 16, 2024, at the 
First United Methodist Church, 400 N. 
Michigan St. in Plymouth. A memorial ser-
vice will immediately follow at 2:30 p.m. 
with Pastor Lauren Hall officiating. A Cel-
ebration of Life will be held from 4-6 p.m. 
at The REES Theatre, 100 N. Michigan St., 
in Plymouth.

An additional Celebration of Life will be 
held in Bloomington from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
on Sunday, March 24, 2024, at the I.U. 
Kelley School of Business, 1275 E 10th St. 
in Bloomington. In Bloomington, dona-
tions may be made to the Youth Services 
Bureau of Monroe County (615 S. Adams 
Street, Bloomington, IN 47403) or The 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Bloomington (PO 
Box 1716, Bloomington, IN 47402).

Johnson-Danielson Funeral Home is 
honored to be entrusted with the arrange-
ments. Condolences can be left for the 
family at www.johnson-danielson.com.

Barbara Van Vactor Miller, 69

Joel A. Hoehn, 67,  peacefully 
passed away on March 9, 
2024.

Joel was born on Sept. 6, 
1956, in Silver Lake, Indiana, 
to Robert and Norma Hoehn. 
He had one older brother, 
Jeff. His family later moved 
to Waynedale, where he was 
a graduate of Wayne High 
School in 1975. His childhood 
was spent riding bikes with his 
friends.  He later upgraded his 
two wheels to a classic 1972 Nova leading 
to a lifetime love of classic muscle cars. As 
he and his brother got older they shared 
memories of cruising in their cars and 
attending NASCAR races together.  

He met his wife of 37 years, LaDonna,  
in 1986.  Joel has two children, a son 
Kortoney of Chicago, and daughter, 
Heather of Denver. Joel enjoyed many 
family vacations in Frankenmuth, 
Michigan, and to the beaches of the 
Carolinas. 

Joel was an avid I.U. basketball fan, 
one of his final moments spent watching 
IU win with his children at his side. Joel 
enjoyed many hobbies including spending 
time outdoors, woodworking, and do-it-

yourself projects.  The most 
notable, a complete remodel on 
the early 1900s family home in 
Ossian.

He dedicated his life to 
providing for his family by 
servicing northern Indiana and 
parts of Ohio as a professional 
land surveyor and owner of 
Stoody Associates in Bluffton. 
Joel began his career in land 
surveying at the age of 17. Joel 
volunteered for 35 years to 

wetland conservation. Joel was a kind and 
soft spoken man who was always offering 
a helping hand.  He will be deeply missed 
by his family and friends.

Joel is preceded in death by his 
parents Robert and Norma Hoehn. He is 
survived by his wife, LaDonna; brother, 
Jeffrey (Faith) Hoehn; son, Kortoney Gaff; 
daughter, Heather Hoehn. As well as an 
extended family of beloved friends.

In lieu of flowers donations may 
be made to the Joel Hoehn Memorial 
Scholarship Fund through the Wells 
County Foundation. Donations may be 
made online at wellscountyfound.org

A celebration of life will be held at a 
later date.

Joel A. Hoehn, 67

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner
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It is a matter of discipline with me 
to avoid listening to political speeches. 
They are hardly edifying and the cur-
rent trend is a pronounced one toward 
less and less enlightenment each time 
a politician rises to his legs and starts 
talking. Last week’s State of the Union 
address by President Biden acceler-
ated the velocity in that direction if the 
news reports, all with their own biased 
spins of course, are indicative.

Instead, I spent the time taking ref-
uge in historical reflection. To avoid 
total depression when 
considering this election’s 
offering of candidates, I 
found solace in looking 
backward through our 
history to find times that 
were not all that much dif-
ferent from ours. There have been tightly contested and 
bitterly controversial elections before; 1800, 1824, 1860 
and 1876 come to mind. 

As I contemplated those elections, what caught my 
fancy was not the similarity of circumstances but the 
resemblance of candidate characteristics. Which presi-
dents in the past remind us of our current two?

Donald Trump’s was the easier character to match so 
I will start with Joe Biden.

My immediate Biden thought turned to James 
Buchanan. Both served at a crisis time in our nation’s 
history when we were tearing ourselves apart through 
vitriolic speech and a tendency toward violence. 
Buchanan failed miserably in keeping the nation togeth-
er and my opinion of Biden’s record is no better.

Another similarity is that both men seemed unduly 
subservient to their cabinet level and other federal 
officers. When the cabinet room is overpopulated with 
extremists and incompetents, that does not portend well. 
Buchanan’s reputation was to have deferred to his cabi-
net on all important decisions, and Biden’s track record 
suggest the same modus operandi as he has a procliv-
ity for doubling down on the most controversial policy 
ideas the extreme left of his party can dream up.

My list could be longer but getting to Donald Trump 
is an irrepressible urge.

To find Trump’s historical example, Andrew 
Jackson’s case proved too good to pass up.

Andrew Jackson was viewed as the candidate of 
the common man, standing against the coastal elites 
who controlled the presidency. Prior to Jackson, every 
elected president was either a Virginia planter or a 
Massachusetts Adams. It was the eastern economic and 
intellectual aristocracy against the rough-and-ready set-
tlers in what was then called the West, everything past 
the Appalachians.

At Jackson’s inauguration his supporters scandalized 
polite society by tramping through the White House 
without formal invitation, treating it literally as the 
“People’s House.” They were the early nineteenth cen-
tury deplorables, surely in love with their guns and their 
religion. 

Old Hickory did not disappoint them as president. He 
took on the National Bank, the epitome of the “swamp” 
of that day. He faced down his political opponents, 
sometimes with physical threats, and caned a presump-
tive assassin to the point of death.

Donald Trump has never fought a duel; Jackson 
fought at least three and survived. Nor has Trump ever 
horsewhipped a United State Senator like Jackson tried. 
Trump’s weapon of choice is his tongue, a weapon 
Jackson was not unwilling to use. I won’t quote Jackson 
here; you can find his most outrageous ones with a 
simple internet search.

One final similarity is intriguing to consider. Jackson 
lost the 1824 election but contested the outcome. He 
claimed the election was stolen from him by East Coast 
elites. Sound familiar? Now look to his rematch with 
Adams in 1828, an election he won by a landslide. I will 
need to wait for November to learn if the same outcome 
holds.

If my Jackson-Trump comparison has any value, it 
will be with the MAGA crowd which sees Trump as a 
populist hero fighting to restore democracy to the com-
mon people. The major difference between Trump and 
Jackson was that Old Hickory was effective in advanc-
ing his agenda while Trump can point to precious few 
political victories during his term.

I had another thought about a Donald Trump histori-
cal doppelganger, one that will be more palatable to the 
Trump-haters. Aaron Burr never became president, not 
for lack of trying, and he got every bit as much meta-
phorical hate mail as Trump gets.

Burr was involved in his own election controversy in 
1800 when he refused to concede to Thomas Jefferson, 
the apparent winner. Congress eventually put paid to 
Burr’s ambition as did Mike Pence to Trump’s.

Burr also was accused of instigating insurrection 
but acquitted by a jury based on a literal reading of the 
Constitution’s language on treason. Trump’s insurrec-
tion trial may, should, come down to a literal reading 
of the Fourteenth Amendment. Too bad for Trump that 
he doesn’t have John Marshall as the presiding judge 
as Burr did.

Too bad for all of us that we don’t have John 
Marshall on today’s Supreme Court.

Mark Franke, an adjunct scholar of the Indiana Policy Review, 
is formerly an associate vice chancellor at Indiana University-

Purdue University Fort Wayne. 

Biden as James Buchanan,
Trump as Andrew Jackson

Hoosier
Opinions

Mark
Franke

Although the Supreme Court is frequently accused 
of improper “activism,” it is often guilty of pas-
sive dereliction of duty. It was last week, when it 
refused to correct the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
4th Circuit’s lackadaisical tolerance of the culture of 
enforced conformity on campuses.

Virginia Tech’s “Bias Intervention and Response 
Team” policy designated teams composed of school 
officials to scurry about in response to reports of 
unacceptable ideas. The policy encouraged students 
to report — anonymously online, if they preferred — 
anything that “feels like” bias. The university defined 
bias broadly as “expressions” — students’ conversa-
tions, posters, voice mails, emails, texts, jokes, etc. 
— seen or heard (or overheard, or heard about), on 
campus or off.

Bias could be against a “person or group” because 
of “age, color, disability, gender (including preg-
nancy), gender identity, gender expression, genetic 
information, national origin, political affiliation, race, 
religion, sexual orientation, veteran status, or any 
other basis protected by law.” “Genetic information”? 
Bias-detectors cannot be too exhaustive.

The university warned students — as though 
they might not already be sufficiently nervous — to 
consider their “language, images, and other forms 
of communication to make sure all groups are fairly 
represented.” The bias-sniffing bureaucracy’s appar-
ent assumption was that students should maintain a 
mental inventory of all possible forms of communica-
tion, every conceivable “group,” and what constitutes 
“representation” and what representation is “fair.”

This suffocatingly comprehensive policy provoked 
Speech First, a national organization opposing threats 
against free speech on campuses. It estimates that 
more than 450 schools have bias-response speech-
policing regimes.

After a district court refused Speech First’s request 
to enjoin Virginia Tech’s practices, the organization 
appealed last year to the 4th Circuit, which allowed 
Virginia Tech’s severe regulation of speech to contin-
ue. The 4th Circuit majority’s reasoning was, howev-
er, shredded by Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson’s dissent.

He correctly insisted that Virginia Tech’s policy 
had “incipient inquisitional overtones” and turned 
the campus into “a surveillance state” where the 
First Amendment existed “at the sufferance of a 
bureaucracy.” His complacent colleagues said there 
was no “direct” evidence of “objectively” chilled 
speech. (Well, yes: Self-censorship is silent; sup-
pressed thoughts are undetectable.) The 4th Cir-
cuit’s majority said the bias response teams could 
not punish. (They could, however, refer any matter 
to university entities that can.) The majority said 
that bias response teams could only “invite” an 
accused student to a “voluntary” meeting with a 

university official. (The mincing language 
does not disguise the menace.)

The name “Bias Intervention and 
Response Team” radiates prejudgment by 
the university, which preserves a file of all 
complaints. And the blandly named Infor-
mational Activities Policy forbade distribut-
ing fliers or collecting signatures without 
the school administration’s prior approval.

Last week, the supposedly activist 
Supreme Court passively refused to hear 
Speech First’s appeal against the 4th Cir-
cuit’s passivity. Justice Clarence Thomas, 
joined by Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., vigor-
ously dissented, saying that Virginia Tech’s regulating 
of speech “appears limitless in scope”: “From the 
moment a student enters the university until gradu-
ation, he is under the university’s surveillance.” On 
campus and off.

Citing Wilkinson’s warning that wary students will 
decide that expressing their thoughts is not worth the 
potential trouble, Thomas warned that until the court 
clearly speaks about First Amendment rights on all 
campuses, there will be a national “patchwork” of 
rights. Students in regions covered by different circuit 
courts will be able to challenge oppressive school 
administrations. Students in less fortunate regions 
can still be pressured to avoid controversial speech 
in order, Thomas wrote, to “escape their universities’ 
scrutiny and condemnation.”

UCLA law professor Eugene Volokh says that 
nowadays “censorship envy” generates recipro-
cal speech suppressions: One ban (e.g., on speech 
celebrating Hamas’s atrocities) causes people who 
disagree with it to assert an entitlement to a reciprocal 
ban (e.g., on speech defending Israel’s countermea-
sures). Virginia Tech evidently suffers from “Stasi 
envy,” a desire to emulate East Germany’s surveil-
lance-and-suppression apparatus that depended on a 
culture of anonymous informers.

After emphatically asserting the constitutionality 
of its speech-control apparatus, Virginia Tech sud-
denly modified it, clearly hoping that the Supreme 
Court would do what it did last week: It declared 
Speech First’s challenge moot, meaning no longer 
a live controversy. Thomas, however, noted: “Other 
universities have attempted a similar maneuver” — 
what one circuit court dryly called “a sudden change 
of heart, during litigation,” about their speech codes, 
to claim mootness. But, Thomas noted, two circuit 
courts “have found that these policy changes did not 
moot Speech First’s challenges.”

The Supreme Court, which can produce clarity 
when the circuits produce confusion, is, critics charge, 
too “activist.” Hardly.

georgewill@washpost.com.

George
Will

A so-called activist Supreme Court 
shrugs at extreme campus speech rules

President and Congress need an intervention
When some people 

appear beyond help because 
of addiction or other cir-
cumstances they can’t con-
trol, family members have 
been known to stage an 
intervention. Congress and 
President Biden need an 
intervention as their addic-
tion to spending exceeds 
anything seen in history.

In his State of the Union 
address last week, the presi-
dent invoked one of his 
party’s favorite lines about 
corporations and the rich not paying 
their “fair share” in taxes. Notice they 
never say what they consider fair and 
when Democrats manage to hike the 
tax rate it’s never enough.

The president claimed he has 
reduced the “deficit” (as opposed to 
the debt, which continues to grow). 
He takes credit for the reduction 
in spending following the Covid-
19 pandemic, but that produced a 
decrease in the increase of spending, 
not an actual reduction. In the way 
the government mis-figures things, 
if you spent $500 on a credit card 
one month and $400 the following 
month, you would have decreased 
your spending, but still added $900 to 
what you owe. See how this works?

The top 1 percent of taxpayers — 
those who earn $561,351 or more 
— paid 42.3 percent of the total tax 
revenue collected in 2020, according 
to the latest figures from the IRS. In 
fact, the top 1 percent of taxpayers 

paid more income taxes 
than the bottom 90 percent 
combined. And yet the 
president wants to squeeze 
more blood from these suc-
cessful “turnips.” Notice 
Democrats never suggest 
cutting a single dollar in 
spending, or eliminating 
programs that don’t work, 
or have exceeded their 
“sell-by” date. Instead, they 
demand more from the suc-
cessful to subsidize and buy 

votes from people who pay 
no taxes, many of whom receive gov-
ernment checks.

Basic economics appears among 
the casualties of what is not taught in 
today’s public schools and universi-
ties. Let me help the uninformed and 
misinformed. Too much debt is a 
dead weight on the economy and on 
individuals.

From America’s beginning, there 
have been warnings of the threat to 
the nation of large debt.

As this is the 100th anniversary of 
Calvin Coolidge’s presidency, let’s 
begin with a few of his thoughts on 
debt: “Public debt is a burden on all 
the people.” Under Coolidge the debt 
fell. About taxes, he said: “ The col-
lection of taxes which are not abso-
lutely required, which do not beyond 
reasonable doubt contribute to public 
welfare, is only a species of legal-
ized larceny. Under this Republic the 
rewards of industry belong to those 
who earn them.”

What has changed in one century? 
Again, it is the transition from self-
reliance to an over reliance on gov-
ernment.

George Washington warned the 
new nation to avoid “the accumula-
tion of debt, not only by shunning 
occasions of expense, but by vigor-
ous exertions in time of peace to 
discharge the debts.” Washington 
also believed it wrong to place “upon 
posterity the burden which ourselves 
ought to bear.” As with many of the 
other Founders, Washington would 
likely be appalled that moderns are 
ignoring his sage advice.

Why don’t more of us pay atten-
tion to the wise words of men like 
these and to what history teaches 
about nations that fall too deep into 
debt? Again, the answer is that so 
many people have been misled to rely 
on government first and themselves 
last that they have become addicted 
to government and the borrowed 
money that keeps those checks com-
ing. 

As with other addictions from 
which the addicted cannot free 
themselves, an intervention is much 
needed. One can happen in Novem-
ber if enough non-addicts vote for 
candidates who are committed to 
putting our financial house back in 
order. First, they have to change their 
thinking about what was supposed to 
be a limited government so that “we 
the people” might be unlimited in our 
pursuit of happiness.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas

By The Associated Press 
Today is Wednesday, 

March 13, the 74th day of 
2024. There are 293 days 
left in the year.

Today’s highlight in his-
tory: On March 13, 2013, 
Jorge Bergoglio of Argenti-
na was elected pope, choos-
ing the name Francis. he 
was the first pontiff from the 
Americas and the first from 
outside Europe in more than 
a millennium.

On this date:
In 1781, the seventh 

planet of the solar system, 
Uranus, was discovered by 
Sir William Herschel.

In 1862, President Abra-
ham Lincoln signed a mea-
sure prohibiting Union mili-
tary officers from returning 
fugitive slaves to their own-
ers.

In 1933, banks in the 
U.S. began to reopen after a 
“holiday” declared by Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt.

In 1938, famed attorney 
Clarence S. Darrow died in 
Chicago.
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Note: The following is based on 
my 04-16-2015 journal entry from 
our Wabash River to the Gulf of 
Mexico (source-to-sea) kayak trip.

A storm chased us to the tent, 
resFor the first few miles after we 
left Logansport, Indiana, today, we 

encountered 
shallow waters 
aga in .  The 
resulting rap-
ids are stress-
ful to me—
John enjoys 
the challenge. 
I  e x p e c t e d 
rapids before 
Markle, but not 
this far down-
stream. Before 
yesterday, I 
can’t remem-

ber the last time I heard John say, 
“Follow me” as we maneuvered 
our way through the rocks that 
created the bubbling waters. Inter-
esting how things disappear from 
your life without you even real-
izing they’re gone. Fortunately, 
the North Eel River pours into the 
Wabash below Logansport, caus-
ing the river levels to increase and 
the rapids to go away. A disappear-
ance I was aware of and thankful 

for. 
The water lev-

els aren’t the only 
th ings  chang-
ing: the foliage is 
becoming lusher, 
the soil sandier. 
In addition, the 
river flows around 
more islands. Yes, 
islands in the Wabash River! John, 
as always, had something to add—
his definition of an island. “The 
difference between an island and a 
sandbar is an island has a tree.”

I love to challenge John’s pre-
tense at knowledge, so I asked, “If 
an island has only one tree and the 
tree dies, does the island become a 
sandbar?” 

Silence—he didn’t have an 
answer. (John without an answer? 
Amazing!) No matter what the 
actual definition of an island is, 
seeing islands in the Wabash 
River surprised me. Because of 
my research while preparing for 
our trip over the last year, I knew 
islands exist in the Mississippi but 
didn’t realize they are also in the 
Wabash. Another example of the 
education my river view is provid-
ing.

Our wildlife spotting from our 

river view today 
consisted of our 
first cormorant of 
this trip and a pair 
of pileated wood-
peckers. John and 
I reminisced about 
an additional cor-
morant encounter 
we experienced 

on our way home from the Arc-
tic Ocean near Inuvik, Northwest 
Territories, several years ago. We 
had decided to spend a few days 
at a campground on a small lake 
in Nebraska. Kayaking in the lake 
one day, we saw a tree with dozens 
of black birds, wings outstretched 
in a drying position—a perfect 
picture for a Halloween poster. 
Before we could investigate, they 
flew away. (Question: What’s 
more eerie than an assembly of 
black birds in a tree? Answer: An 
assembly of those same black-
winged creatures flying over your 
head.) We snapped some pictures 
for identification. Pulling up the 
pictures on our camera when we 
returned to our tent, we searched 
in a bird book and identified the 
birds as cormorants. Now, every 
time I see a cormorant, I fondly 
remember the campground in 

Nebraska and our Arctic Ocean 
trip. Years from now, what will 
spark cherished memories of this 
journey on the Wabash, Ohio, and 
Mississippi Rivers?

Just another day, another few 
miles, on the Wabash River. Rap-
ids appearing and disappearing. 
Islands discovered. Definitions 
fabricated. Memories revisited 
and new ones made. All in a day 
on the river. All not seen from my 
land view. I’m thankful we left the 
bank and entered this adventure.

Here’s the Thing: When our 
trip was just a conversation, I had 
reservations about jumping off the 
bank. What will others think? How 
much will this adventure cost? 
What will I need to sacrifice? How 
much time will I have to give up? 
Are there dangers? I wanted to 
stay safely on the bank. 

As I thought about the types of 
trips we had already taken, I real-
ized the travels that interest me 
were unusual to the ordinary per-
son. I consider myself ordinary—I 
climb out of bed, brush my teeth, 
exercise, eat breakfast, read my 
devotions, complete my house-
hold chores, eat lunch, work in my 
garden, take a shower, prepare and 
eat dinner, watch Dark Shadows 

(OK that’s not ordinary), and then 
climb back into bed. Maybe some 
would describe me as boring. 

Thank goodness, I have John 
to help me discover ways to jump 
off the bank. John says, “If you 
don’t experience adventures for 
yourself, you don’t have anything 
to share with others.” I want to 
tell my family and friends about 
the exciting places I have traveled 
and voyages I have completed. 
I don’t want to remain a typical 
friend, mother, and grandmother. I 
want the people I touch to want to 
do the unexpected and know they 
too can accomplish the extraordi-
nary. I want them to jump off their 
banks!

Jump off YOUR bank!
Follow us at Separate Boats on 

Instagram, Facebook, or on our 
webpage: www.separateboats.com

jlabnet@gmail.com
———

Editor’s Note: This is one of a series 
of articles written by a group of retired 
and current teachers — LaNae Abnet, 
Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh, Kathy 
Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. Their 
intent is to spur discussions at the din-
ner table and elsewhere. You may also 
voice your thoughts and reactions via 
The News-Banner’s letters to editor.

LaNae  
Abnet

Don’t settle for ordinary… jump off YOUR bank!

Events at the Fort 
Wayne riverfront

Upcoming events at Fort 
Wayne’s Promenade park 
will include the following:

The free Green Thumb 
Garden Tour will be held 
on Sunday, March 17, from 
11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. There 
will be workshops, activities 
and displays with a garden 
presentation at 1 p.m.

On Saturday, March 
23 the Spring Celebration 
of Birds, Bugs & Blooms 
will be held from noon to 
3 p.m. at the Park Founda-
tion Pavilion. Activities will 
include a scavenger hung, 
creating a bug hotel and a 
demonstration by Soarin 
Hawks from noon to 1 p.m. 

Kickboxing will be pre-
sented on the Sundays of 
April 14 and May 12 with 
Boxing 9 Round from 9 a.m. 
and Yoga from 10:3-0-11:30 
a.m. A free event.

More information about 
all events at Riverfrontfw.org.

Area Things to See and Do
ALL FOR ONE

 PRODUCTIONS, 
FORT WAYNE

www.allforonefw.org
ALLEN COUNTY WAR

MEMORIAL COLISEUM
Journey: April 19; www.

memorialcoliseum.com
ARENA DINNER

 THEATER, 
FORT WAYNE

“Funny Money,” March 
1-16; “A Delightful Quaran-
tine,” April 19-May 4; “The 
Drowsy Chaperone,” June 
14-29. www.arenadinnerthe-
atre.org

CLYDE THEATRE, 
FORT WAYNE

 ClydeTheatre.com or at 
1-800-514-3849.

EMBASSY THEATER, 
FORT WAYNE

Simon & Garfunkel 
Story: March 14; Phil 
Wockhan: March 16; Buddy 
Nolan Memorial Organ 
Concert: Beatles Memo-
rial Concert: April 17; May 
4; Blippi: June 12;  http://
fwembassytheatre.org/events

FIRE AND LIGHT
PRODUCTION, 
FORT WAYNE 

“Finding Nemo Jr., April 
11-13, Arts United enter, 303 
E. Main St., Fort Wayne. 
Tickets at fireandlightpro-
ductions.com.

1ST PRESBYTERIAN 
THEATRE, 

FORT WAYNE
firstpresfortwayne.org/the-

ater/
BOTANICAL 

CONSERVATORY, 
FORT WAYNE

Botanical Speedway: 
through April 7; botanical-
conservatory.org.

FORT WAYNE
CIVIC THEATER

“Six Degrees of Separa-
tion,” March 15-24; “Jersey 
Boys,” May 4-19; “Some-
thing Rotten,” July 21-30. 
Arts United Center box 
office 260-424-5220; info at 
www.fwcivic.org.

FORT WAYNE
 MUSEUM OF ART
“Lucky Monster” work 

by Jiha Moon. Open Tues-
day through Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (until 8 p.m. 
on Thursdays, noon to 5 
p.m. Sunday. www.fwmoa.
org

FURTH CENTER,  
ANGOLA

Face2Face April 26; Don 
McLean: May 18; Hotel 
California: May 31;  trine.
edu/furth

HONEYWELL CENTER 
WABASH

Tommy Jones/The Shon-
dells: March 30; Los Lobos: 
April 6;  Etta May & South-
ern Fried Chicken: April 7; 
Wayne Newton: April 18; 
Warrent: April 19; Mutts 
Gone Nuts: April 20; Led 
Zeppelin Evening: April 21; 
Alice: April 27; Salute to the 
60’s: April 31; Killer Queen: 
July 12; Sawyer Brown: 
Aug. 1; Tusk: Aug. 3; Happy 
Together Tour: Aug. 18;  
HoneywellArts.org.

EAGLES THEATRE,   
WABASH

Judy Garland Trib-
ute March 27; Free Fallin: 
March 28; Topmmy James 
& Shondells: March 30; 
Doug Church & The Change 
of Habait Tribute Band: May 
2; Iron Madians & Paradise 
Kitty: May 7; Duke Tuma-
toe: Kulu 11; Twitty & 
Lynn: July 18; Lynch Mob 
with George Lynch: Aug. 
22; War Hippies: Aug. 23; 
https://www.boxofficeticket-
sales.com/honeywell-center
ARTS UNITED CENTER, 

FORT WAYNE
Fort Wayne Ballet:.fort-

wayneballet.og

PURDUE-FW THEATER
www.pfw.edu/visual-per-

forming-arts.

SCIENCE CENTRAL, 
FORT WAYNE

1950 N. Clinton St. 
in Fort Wayne. Hours 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday and noon to 
5 p.m. Sunday. Info at 260-

424-2400 or at www.sci-
encecentral.org

SWEETWATER SOUND,
FORT WAYNE

 Performance Pavilion
KennyWayne Shepherd, 

May 18; Tickets: 800-514-
3849 or eTix

BAKER STREET
 CENTER, FORT WAYNE

Ally Venable: March 
9;  Tinsley Ellis: March 16; 
Classic Seger: March 23 
Coco Montoya: April 27;  
Bayou Country: May 11; 
www.bakerstreetcentre.com

PIERE’S
ENTERTAINMENT

CENTRE, FORT WAYNE
  Etix.com

PARKVIEW FIELD, 
FORT WAYNE

ticketmaster.com 

LERNER THEATRE, 
ELKHART

Saxon & Uriah Heep: 
Hell, Fire & Choas: May 12; 
TheLerner.com 

WAGON WHEEL,
WARSAW

The Man Who Came to 
Dinner: March 15-17; wag-
onwheelcenter.org

ABCINEMA,
DECATUR

130 W.  Monroe St., 
Decatur. Information: www.
abcinemainc.com or 260-
724-SHOW

NISWONGER 
CENTER, VAN WERT
Jay Leno: March 23; 

vanwertlive.com

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN • 260•724•SHOW

www.abcinemainc.com

Cabrini
Wednesday, March 13th 6pm

Friday, March 15th 6:30pm
Saturday, March 16th 1:20pm, 

4:30pm & 7:40pm
Sunday, March 17th 2:30pm

Kung Fu Panda 4
Thursday, March 14th 6:20pm

Friday, March 15th 6pm & 8:20pm
Saturday, March 16th 1:45pm, 4pm, 

6:15pm & 8:30pm
Sunday, March 17th 2pm & 4:20pm

Dune Part 2
Thursday, March 14th 6pm

Cookie selling crew
Girl Scouts from Troop 52172 visited the First Presbyte-
rian Church in Bluffton Sunday morning as they arrived 
with cookies to thank church members for allowing 
their troop to meet each Thursday at the Church. (They 
also offered cookies for sale and announced they had 
already sold over a 1,000 boxes and had only a few 
more available for purchase.) The scouts pictured left to 
right are Brigette, Aurora, Aubree, Madalynn, Ella Des-
tiny and Chloe. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)
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in clutch technology.
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HIRING 
Full-time

$18.93/hour and 
up to $21.01/hour

Text our recruiters!
1-260-849-2305

FCC (Adams), LLC

FCC (Adams) is a World Leader in 
clutch technology.
 -An equal opportunity employer-

● Apply on Indeed
Scan our QR Code
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Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.
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1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.
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1-24’x14’ sliding door
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• Full Service Lumberyard
• Kitchens - New Homes and Remodels
• Garages and Complete Pole Barn 

Packages - Erected or Materials Only
• Doors, Windows and decks - Repair 

or Replacement 
• Free Roof Top Delivery with Shingle 

Purchase

Check Us Out on Facebook

Arnold Lumber Co.
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Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,
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By JIM HEINTZ and 
HANNA ARHIROVA 

Associated Press
Ukrainian long-range 

drones smashed into two oil 
facilities deep inside Russia 
on Tuesday, officials said, 
while an armed incursion 
claimed by Ukraine-based 
Russian opponents of the 
Kremlin unnerved a border 
region just days before Rus-
sia’s presidential election.

The attack by waves of 
drones across eight regions 
of Russia displayed Kyiv’s 
expanding technological 
capacity as the war extends 
into its third year. The cross-
border ground assault also 
weakened President Vladi-
mir Putin’s argument that 
life in Russia has been unaf-
fected by the war, though he 
remains all but certain to win 
another six-year term after 
eliminating all opposition.

The Russian Defense 
Ministry said that Mos-
cow’s military and security 
forces killed 234 fighters 
while thwarting the incur-
sion. In a statement, the 

ministry blamed the attack 
on the “Kyiv regime” and 
“Ukraine’s terrorist forma-
tions,” insisting that the 
Russian military and border 
forces were able to stop the 
attackers and avert a cross-
border raid. It also said the 
attackers lost seven tanks 
and five armored vehicles.

The reports of border 
fighting earlier on Tues-
day were murky, and it 
was impossible to ascertain 
with any certainty what was 
unfolding in Russia’s Kursk 
and Belgorod regions. 
Cross-border attacks in the 
area have occurred sporadi-
cally since the war began 
and have been the subject of 
claims and counterclaims, 
as well as disinformation 
and propaganda.

Soldiers who Kyiv offi-
cials say are Russian vol-
unteers fighting for Ukraine 
claimed to have crossed 
the border. The Freedom of 
Russia Legion, the Russian 
Volunteer Corps and the 
Siberian Battalion released 
statements and videos on 

social media claiming to 
show them on Russian terri-
tory. They said they wanted 
“a Russia liberated from 
Putin’s dictatorship.”

The authenticity of the 
videos couldn’t be indepen-
dently verified.

Fighters coming out of 
Ukraine attempted to reach 
the town of Tetkino, which 
lies close to the border, 
according to the governor 
of Russia’s Kursk region, 
Roman Starovoit. He said 
Tetkino was being shelled.

“There was an attempt 
by a sabotage and recon-
naissance group to break 
through. There was a shoot-
ing battle, but there was no 
breakthrough,” he said in a 
video message on Telegram.

The Russian Defense 
Ministry said the Tetkino 
attacks were driven back, but 
provided no further details.

It also said Ukrainian 
fighters made at least four 
attempts to cross into the Bel-
gorod region but all attacks 
were repelled by warplanes, 
artillery and missiles.
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Cut Out These Lucky Shapes
to Decorate Your Trap!

Leprechaun
Laughs

Where do leprechauns 
ike to hang out? 
On the paddy-o 

What type of music
do leprechauns like? 

Sham-rock 'n' roll 

How do leprechauns
exercise? 

They push their luck.

Saint Paddy’s 
Word Scramble
UHCLAPNERE
PRAH
DLEMEAR
DLGO
IBNAWRO
RLEOVC

Build a
Leprechaun
Trap
Set your trap on St. Patrick’s Eve before going to bed.
If you wake to find a treat in your trap, you caught a leprechaun! 

Answers: leprechaun, harp, emerald, gold, rainbow, clover

1. Use a jar, box or empty
tissue box to build your
leprechaun trap.

2. Decorate your trap using
rainbows, shamrocks, stickers,
glitter or anything else you
think might
lure a leprechaun.

3. Create a trapping mechanism
at the entry point of your trap.
You can angle a stick or straw
to prop open a trap door, or
drape some felt over the top.

4. Build a ladder leading to your
trap’s entry point using pipe
cleaners or craft sticks.

5. Deposit some pennies, foil-
wrapped coins or lucky
charms inside your trap or on
top of the felt as bait.

6. Set your trap before going to
bed on March 16. Remember, a
leprechaun will only visit while
you’re sleeping.

7. Check your trap in the
morning. Sneaky little
leprechauns rarely stay
trapped, but if you caught one
who escaped, you might find
he left behind a treat for you!

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.
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APRIL 8TH
PLEASE BRING LAWN CHAIRS & BLANKETS

eclipse

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton • 824-3852

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

410 E. Spring Street  Bluffton, IN 46714
Main: (260) 827-2200
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Happy St.
patrick’S Day

By STEVE PEOPLES 
AP National Political Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe 
Biden clinched the Democratic presidential 
nomination with decisive victories in Geor-
gia and Mississippi on Tuesday, overcoming 
concerns about his leadership from within 
his own party as the 2024 presidential con-
test shifts to a general election rematch that 
many voters do not want.

Donald Trump, too, was on pace to 
secure his party’s nomination despite seri-
ous political and practical liabilities of his 
own. The Republican former president, a 
defendant in four felony cases, also won 
Georgia and Mississippi but was just shy 
of the threshold needed to clinch the GOP 
nomination with votes still being collected 
across Washington state and Hawaii.

Overall, Tuesday marked a crystalizing 
moment for a nation uneasy with its choices 
in 2024.

There is no longer any doubt that the 
fall general election will feature a rematch 
between two flawed and unpopular presi-
dents. And that rematch — the first featur-
ing two U.S. presidents since 1912 — will 
almost certainly deepen the nation’s searing 
political and cultural divides over the eight-
month grind that lies ahead.

In a statement, Biden celebrated the nom-
ination while casting Trump as a serious 
threat to democracy.

Trump, Biden said, “is running a cam-
paign of resentment, revenge, and retribu-
tion that threatens the very idea of Ameri-
ca.”

He continued, “I am honored that the 
broad coalition of voters representing the 
rich diversity of the Democratic Party across 
the country have put their faith in me once 
again to lead our party — and our coun-
try — in a moment when the threat Trump 
poses is greater than ever.”

On the eve of Tuesday’s primaries, 
Trump acknowledged that Biden would 
be the Democratic nominee, even as he 
unleashed a new attack on the president’s 
age.

“I assume he’s going to be the candi-
date,” Trump said of Biden on CNBC. “I’m 
his only opponent other than life, life itself.”

Despite their tough talk, both Biden and 
Trump are grappling with glaring flaws.

Trump is facing 91 felony counts in 
four criminal cases involving his handling 
of classified documents and his attempt to 
overturn the 2020 election, among other 
alleged crimes. He’s also facing increasingly 
pointed questions about his policy plans and 
relationships with some of the world’s most 
dangerous dictators. Trump met privately on 
Friday with Hungarian Prime Minister Vik-
tor Orbán, who has rolled back democracy 
in his country.

The 81-year-old Biden is working to 
assure a skeptical electorate that he’s still 

physically and mentally able to thrive in the 
world’s most important job.

He’s also dealing with dissension within 
his party’s progressive base, which is furi-
ous that he hasn’t done more to stop Israel’s 
war against Hamas in Gaza. Last month in 
Michigan, a related protest “uncommitted” 
vote attracted more than 100,000 votes and 
actually secured two Democratic delegates.

Ahead of Tuesday’s vote, a scattering 
of lawn signs across Seattle urged primary 
participants to vote “uncommitted” as well, 
with some signs reading: “Over 30,000 
dead. Vote Ceasefire by Tuesday 3/12.”

Moments after Bella Rivera, 26, 
dropped off her ballot at a drop box in 
Seattle, they said they hoped that by vot-
ing “uncommitted” that it would serve as a 
wakeup call for the Democratic party.

“If you really want our votes, if you want 
to win this election, you’re going to have to 
show a little bit more either support of Pal-
estinian liberation — that’s something that’s 
very important to us — and ceasing funds to 
Israel,” said Rivera, a preschool teacher who 
uses they/them pronouns.

Meanwhile, Trump is on pace to win the 
number of delegates needed to clinch the 
GOP nomination.

He picked up an additional 11 delegates 
ahead of Tuesday’s primaries when the 
Texas Republican Party announced it was 
awarding all of the state’s 161 delegates to 
the former president, based on results from 
last week’s primary. The Texas GOP had 
been planning to award 11 delegates at the 
state party convention in May, but nation-
al party rules require the delegates to be 
awarded based on the presidential primary, 
which Trump won overwhelmingly.

That put Trump just 126 delegates short 
of the 1,215 needed to win the Republican 
nomination at the party’s national conven-
tion this summer. There are 161 Republican 
delegates at stake on Tuesday in Georgia, 
Mississippi, Washington state and Hawaii.

With a strong showing on Tuesday, 
Trump can sweep all the delegates in Geor-
gia, Mississippi and Washington state. 
Hawaii allocates delegates proportionally so 
other candidates could win a few, even with 
a small share of the vote.

Not certain he will hit the mark, Trump’s 
campaign has not planned a big victory 
party like it did last week when hundreds 
packed his Mar-a-Lago club for a Super 
Tuesday celebration with drinks and passed 
hors d’oeuvres.

On the ground in Georgia, retiree Donna 
Graham said she would have preferred 
another Republican nominee over Trump, 
but she said there’s no way she’d ever vote 
for Biden in the general election.

“He wasn’t my first choice, but he’s the 
next best thing,” Graham said of Trump. 
“It’s sad that it’s the same old matchup as 
four years ago.”

Biden clinches nomination 
and Trump is getting closer

Russia says it killed 234 fighters 
while thwarting Ukraine incursion

By MATT O’BRIEN 
AP Technology Writer

U.S. lawmakers are threatening to ban Tik-
Tok but also say they are giving its Chinese 
parent company a chance to keep it running.

The premise of a bipartisan bill headed 
for a vote in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives is that TikTok fans in the U.S. can keep 
scrolling through their favorite social media 
app so long as Beijing-based ByteDance 
gives up on owning it.

“It doesn’t have to be this painful for 
ByteDance,” U.S. Rep. Raja Krishnamoor-
thi, an Illinois Democrat and bill co-sponsor, 
recently posted on X. “They could make it a 
lot easier on themselves by simply divesting 
@tiktok_us. It’s their choice.”

But it’s not going to be as simple as law-
makers are making it sound, according to 
experts.

WHO WOULD BUY TIKTOK?
While some people have voiced an 

interest in buying TikTok’s U.S. business 
— among them “Shark Tank” star Kevin 
O’Leary — there are a number of challenges 
including a 6-month deadline to get it done.

“Somebody would have to actually be 
ready to shell out the large amount of money 
that this product and system is worth,” said 
Stanford University researcher Graham 
Webster, who studies Chinese technology 
policy and U.S.-China relations. “But even 
if somebody has deep enough pockets and is 
ready to go into negotiating to purchase, this 
sort of matchmaking on acquisitions is not 
quick.”

Big tech companies could afford it but 
would likely face intense scrutiny from anti-
trust regulators in both the U.S. and China. 
Then again, if the bill actually becomes law 

and survives First Amendment court chal-
lenges, it could make TikTok cheaper to buy.

“One of the main effects of the legisla-
tion would be to decrease the sale price,” 
said Matt Perault, director of the University 
of North Carolina’s Center on Technology 
Policy, which gets funding from TikTok and 
other tech companies. “As you approach 
that 180-day clock, the pressure on the com-
pany to sell or risk being banned entirely 
would be high, which would mean probably 
the acquirers could get it at a lower price.”

HOW WOULD IT WORK?
The bill calls for prohibiting TikTok in 

the U.S. but makes an exception if there’s a 
“qualified divestiture.”

That could only happen if the U.S. presi-
dent determines “through an interagency 
process” that TikTok is “no longer being 
controlled by a foreign adversary,” according 
to the bill. Not only that, but the new U.S.-
based TikTok would have to completely cut 
ties with ByteDance. That includes no more 
“cooperation with respect to the operation of 
a content recommendation algorithm or an 
agreement with respect to data sharing.”

It reflects longstanding concerns that 
Chinese authorities could force ByteDance 
to hand over data on the 170 million Ameri-
cans who use TikTok. The worry stems from 
a set of Chinese national security laws that 
compel organizations to assist with intelli-
gence gathering.

It’s an unusual bill in the way that it tar-
gets a single company. Typically, a govern-
ment group led by the Treasury secretary 
called the Committee on Foreign Investment 
in the United States, or CFIUS, will review 
whether such a sale would pose any national 
security threats.

U.S. lawmakers say TikTok won’t 
be banned if it finds a new owner. 
But that’s easier said than done

Southern Wells FFA competes in contest
This past Saturday, Southern Wells FFA competed at Huntington University for District 6 
contest. The chapter brought around 37 members and competed in many events, including 
public speaking, demonstrations and scrapbooking. With all of these entries, they earned 
first place in six contests, second place in 10 contests, and third place in five contests. 
Along with these many successes, Southern Wells also won Top District 6 Chapter. (Photo 
provided)
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Bluffton Regional Medical Center
303 S. Main St., Suite 404 A
Bluffton, IN 46714

Brandon S. Huggins, MD 
Spine

Adam Hall, MD
Hand, Elbow & 

Shoulder

Lakai R. Enterline, DO
Sports Medicine & General

John Paul M. Manalo, MD
Total Joint Replacement

Your “road to recovery” isn’t a 45-minute drive up State 
Road 1. That’s why Fort Wayne Orthopedics has locations 

close to home—like Bluffton—so you can focus on healing, 
not a commute. Our personalized treatment plans, 

specialist doctors, and clean, safe surroundings will help 
you feel renewed, refreshed and ready to take on the 

world. Plus, you’ll still have a full tank of gas.

We make convenience part  
of your treatment.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 14
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 15
TRACK & FIELD (CO-

ED): Bluffton, Norwell at 

Taylor University Qualifier, 
5:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
No events scheduled.
MONDAY, MARCH 18
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 19

No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 21
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 22
No events scheduled.

High School Calendar

By ERIC OLSON 
AP Sports Writer

Purdue’s Zach Edey repeated 
as Associated Press Big Ten play-
er of the year Tuesday and Matt 
Painter of the 
Boilermakers 
is coach of the 
year for the 
second straight 
season.

Edey was 
the unanimous 
choice for top 
honors in bal-
loting by 14 
journalists who cover the confer-
ence. Illinois’ Marcus Domask is 
the newcomer of the year.

Painter, who shared coach of 
the year with Northwestern’s Chris 
Collins in 2023, edged out Nebras-
ka’s Fred Hoiberg by one vote for 
this year’s coaching award.

The 7-foot-4, 300-pound Edey 
leads the Big Ten with 24.2 points 
and 11.7 rebounds per game and 
is shooting a conference-best 

61.7% from the field. Since 1992-
93, Edey is among three players 
nationally with two seasons of 700 
points and 350 rebounds. He’s the 
only player in Big Ten history to 

accomplish 
that.

N o r t h -
w e s t e r n ’ s 
Boo  Bu ie 
joins Edey as 
u n a n i m o u s 
picks to the 
AP All-Big 
Ten first team. 
Buie is aver-

aging 18.9 points per game and has 
improved his 3-point percentage 
from 31.8% last year to 43.1% to 
rank second in the Big Ten.

Joining Edey and Buie on the 
first team are Purdue’s Braden 
Smith and Illinois’ Terrence Shan-
non Jr. and Domask.

Domask, a graduate transfer 
from Southern Illinois, started all 
31 games and scored in double 
figures in 21 of his last 22 games, 

including all 10 Big Ten road 
games.

Painter led Purdue to 
28 regular-season wins 
and 17 conference wins, 
both school records. 
The Boilermakers also 
have won two straight 
Big Ten regular-season 
titles and will go for 
back-to-back confer-
ence tournament cham-
pionships this week in 
Minneapolis.

Hoiberg’s Cornhusk-
ers, picked 12th in the 
Big Ten in the preseason, finished 
third for their highest conference 
finish since 1992-93. The Husk-
ers’ 22 wins are tied for second on 
the school’s all-time list.

FIRST TEAM
u-Guard — Boo Buie, North-

western, Gr., 6-2, 180, Albany, 
New York.

Guard — Braden Smith, Pur-
due, So., 6-0, 175, Westfield, Indi-
ana.

Forward — Terrence Shannon 
Jr., Illinois, Sr., 6-6, 225, Chicago.

Forward - Marcus 
Domask, Illinois, Gr., 
6-6, 215, Waupon, Wis-
consin.

u-Center — Zach 
Edey, Purdue, Sr., 7-4, 
300, Toronto.

—”u” denotes unani-
mous selection.

SECOND TEAM
Guard — Jahmir 

Young, Maryland, Sr., 
6-1, 185, Upper Marl-

boro, Maryland.
Guard — Tyson Walker, Michi-

gan State, Gr., 6-1, 185, Westbury, 
New York.

Forward — Dawson Garcia, 
Minnesota, Jr., 6-11, 230, Savage, 
Minnesota.

Foward — Coleman Hawkins, 
Illinois, Sr., 6-10, 230, Sacramen-
to, California.

Center - Kel’el Ware, Indiana, 
So, 7-0, 242, North Little Rock, 
Arkansas.

INDIVIDUAL HONORS
Coach of the year — Matt 

Painter, Purdue.
u-Player of the year — Zach 

Edey, Purdue.
Newcomer of the year — Mar-

cus Domask, Illinois.
AP ALL-BIG TEN 
VOTING PANEL

Nick Bahe, Fox Sports; Mike 
DeCourcy, Sporting News, Fox 
Sports; Dave Eanet, WGN Radio 
(Chicago); Brian Fonseca, New 
Jersey Advance Media; Marcus 
Fuller, Minneapolis Star Tribune; 
Adam Jardy, Columbus Dispatch; 
Stephen Jones, Penn State Sports 
Network; Andrew Kahn, MLive.
com (Ann Arbor, Michigan); Wil-
son Moore, Omaha (Nebraska) 
World-Herald; Zach Osterman, 
Indianapolis Star; Jim Polzin, 
Madison.com (Madison, Wiscon-
sin); Scott Richey, Champaign 
(Illinois) News-Gazette; Dylan 
Sinn, Fort Wayne (Indiana) Jour-
nal Gazette; Tyler Tachman, Des 
Moines (Iowa) Register.

The beloved annual tradi-
tion that is the NCAA Tour-
nament will begin next week. 
Tens of thousands will fill 
out those brackets in hopes of 
winning the office poll or at 
least a bit of respect after the 
matchups are set on Selection 
Sunday.

Who will win it all? 
UConn is a trendy pick to 
claim a sixth overall title 
and become the first team to 
repeat as NCAA champion 
since Florida in 2006-07. But 
there are no obviously domi-
nant teams this year and it 
could be a wild ride again; last 
year’s Final Four, remember, 

included two 5 seeds (Miami 
and San Diego State), the 
fourth-seeded Huskies and 9 
seed Florida Atlantic.

Get ready: The tournament 
tips off with the First Four on 
March 19 and the first round 
begins March 21.

HOW TO WATCH
Every game of the men’s 

tournament will be aired — 
here is a schedule that will be 
updated with matchups — 
either on CBS, TBS, TNT or 
TruTV and their digital plat-
forms, including Paramount+. 
TBS will handle the Final 
Four and national title game 
this year.

The NCAA is streaming 
games via its March Madness 
Live option.

WHEN ARE THE 
GAMES?

The First Four is in Day-
ton, Ohio, and first- and 
second-round games March 
21-24 stretch from New York 
City to Spokane, Washington.

Sweet 16 weekend will 
see games March 28-31 in 
Boston (East Regional), Dal-
las (South), Detroit (Midwest) 
and Los Angeles (West).

The Final Four is in Glen-
dale, Arizona, on Saturday, 
April 6, with the title game the 
night of Monday, April 8.

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The India-
napolis Colts continued their spending spree 
Tuesday by agreeing to re-sign cornerback 
Kenny Moore II on a three-year deal worth 
$30 million, a person with knowledge of the 
deal told the Associated Press.

The person spoke to the AP on condition 
of anonymity because no official announce-
ment has been made.

Over the past two days, Colts general 
manager Chris Ballard has agreed to three-
year deals with four starters — receiver 
Michael Pittman Jr., defensive tackle Grover 
Stewart, linebacker Zaire Franklin and now 
Moore — totaling more than $140 million.

Franklin and Moore traded short, con-
gratulatory notes on social media.

“I couldn’t put any more flowers on Ken-
ny’s desk if I wanted to,” Franklin said when 
last season ended. “Just his leadership for 
me, a guy that I follow in this building. To be 
honest, I tell him all the time, I don’t know 
how it works without him to be honest.”

Apparently, Ballard felt such a strong 
similar sentiment that he made Moore the 
NFL’s highest-paid nickel cornerback.

And the deal comes just two years after 
Moore wanted to renegotiate the final two 
years of his previous deal.

The dissatisfaction led to a sub-par 
2022 season, but Moore came to last sum-
mer’s training camp with a new attitude and 
responded with a bounce-back season. He 
finished with 93 tackles, returned two of his 
three interceptions for scores, had six passes 
defensed and 1 1/2 sacks.

It was enough to warrant the pay raise 
Moore and others thought was warranted.

“I thought Kenny Moore II was a really 
good vet player, had a good year and we 
would like to have him back,” Ballard said 
at the recent NFL scouting combine. “We’ll 
see how it works out in free agency.”

Last season, Moore was a key veteran 
presence in what was one of the league’s 
youngest secondaries. His return should 
only help those second-year players con-
tinue to grow.

Plus, Moore’s journey to and through the 
NFL provides a path for others to follow.

He entered the league as an undrafted 
rookie with New England in 2017. But the 
Colts claimed the versatile Valdosta State 
defensive back off waivers in 2017, and he’s 
become a fixture in Indy’s defense.

Moore has started 84 games over the past 
six seasons and was a 2021 Pro Bowl selec-
tion. He has 516 tackles, 17 interceptions, 9 
1/2 sacks while forcing four fumbles during 
his career.

Edey and Painter give Purdue top AP Big Ten honors

Zach Edey

Colts make Kenny Moore II 
NFL’s highest-paid nickel 
corner with $30 million deal

How to watch and when to watch 
March Madness this season

NFL free agency day 2 headlined 
with Derrick Henry, Patrick Queen

Day 1 and Day 2 of the NFL’s free agen-
cy period were not short of big names get-
ting swapped.

Teams have broken the bank for various 
players at all sorts of positions and have 
acquired through free agency and via trades. 
Here is the second day’s recap of big names 
and teams surrounding Indiana.

Ravens grab RB Derrick Henry
A person with knowledge of the deal says 

the Baltimore Ravens have agreed to a two-
year contract with free agent running back 
Derrick Henry. The person spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of anonym-
ity because the move can’t become official 
until the new league year begins Wednes-
day. The deal is worth up to $20 million 
and includes $9 million guaranteed. The 
two-time NFL rushing champ joins a Balti-
more team that annually produces one of the 
league’s leading ground games. The running 
back room was a major offseason concern 
for the Ravens, because Gus Edwards and 
J.K. Dobbins became free agents.

Steelers sign LB Queen from rival 
Ravens, trade WR Johnson to Panthers

The Pittsburgh Steelers are luring inside 
linebacker Patrick Queen away from rival 
Baltimore. The Steelers and the inside line-
backer have agreed to a three-year deal 
worth $41 million, two people with knowl-
edge of the deal tell The Associated Press. 
The people spoke to the AP on condition of 
anonymity the move can’t become official 
until the new league year begins Wednes-
day. The 24-year-old Queen is coming off 
a career year with Baltimore in 2023, when 
he led the team with 133 tackles and was 
selected to the Pro Bowl for the first time.

The Carolina Panthers are giving quarter-
back Bryce Young the No. 1 wide receiver 
he’s been lacking. The Panthers have agreed 
to acquire Diontae Johnson from the Pitts-
burgh Steelers for cornerback Donte Jack-
son. The deal includes a swap of later-round 
picks in this year’s draft, according to a per-
son familiar with the deal who spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of anonym-
ity because it has not been made official. 
Johnson had 391 receptions for 4,363 yards 
and 25 touchdowns in five seasons with the 
Steelers. Jackson gives Pittsburgh a veteran 
opposite Joey Porter Jr., who thrived as a 
rookie last season.

Texans spend big bucks to sign top 
free agent DE Danielle Hunter

The Carolina Panthers are giving quarter-
back Bryce Young the No. 1 wide receiver 
he’s been lacking. The Panthers have agreed 
to acquire Diontae Johnson from the Pitts-
burgh Steelers for cornerback Donte Jack-
son. The deal includes a swap of later-round 
picks in this year’s draft, according to a per-
son familiar with the deal who spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of anonym-
ity because it has not been made official. 
Johnson had 391 receptions for 4,363 yards 
and 25 touchdowns in five seasons with the 
Steelers. Jackson gives Pittsburgh a veteran 
opposite Joey Porter Jr., who thrived as a 
rookie last season.

Vikings sign RB Aaron 
Jones away from Packers

The Minnesota Vikings stayed aggressive 
in free agency by adding former Green Bay 
running back Aaron Jones and 2018 third 
overall draft pick Sam Darnold as a tempo-
rary replacement at quarterback. Jones was 
released by the Packers and agreed to a one-
year, $7 million contract with their biggest 
rival. Darnold played last season for San 
Francisco and gets a one-year, $10 million 
deal. His deal was confirmed by a person 
with knowledge of the terms who spoke to 
The Associated Press on condition of ano-
nymity because it had not yet been signed.

Lions add another CB to their defense
A person familiar with the situation says 

the Detroit Lions and cornerback Amik 
Robertson agreed to a $9.25 million, two-
year deal containing $1.5 million in incen-
tives. The person spoke to The Associated 
Press on condition of anonymity because 
the move can’t become official until the new 
league year begins Wednesday. Robertson 
had two interceptions for the second straight 
season last year for Las Vegas, starting 
12 games and playing as a backup in five. 
The Raiders drafted Robertson in the fourth 
round in 2020 and he had 111 tackles and 
four interceptions with the team.
Browns add  backup QB Jameis Winston

A person with knowledge of the nego-
tiations says the Cleveland Browns have 
agreed to sign quarterback Jameis Win-
ston as a backup for Deshaun Watson. The 
person says Winston is getting a one-year 
deal worth up to $8.7 million. The person 
spoke to The Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity because the move can’t 
become official until the new league year 

(Continued on Page A2)
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By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Sports Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. Ted Cruz 
said Tuesday there is a 50-50 chance of 
Congress passing legislation that would 
provide antitrust protection and regulation 
to college athletics in the U.S. by the end of 
the year.

Cruz (R-Texas) lowered his previous 
estimate of 60-40 from last fall of a bill get-
ting through before the election in Novem-
ber, saying he and his counterparts are run-
ning out of time.

“The clock is running,” Cruz said after 
overseeing a panel on the topic that included 
former Alabama coach Nick Saban. “It’s 
not too late to get it done, but we’re get-
ting close to it being too late to get it done. I 
still think there are elements there of getting 
bipartisan agreement. We just have not been 
able to get everyone to the table to sign off.”

Cruz said something will eventually get 
done to standardize how athletes can be 
compensated for their names, images and 
likenesses and to give the NCAA and con-
ferences the ability to govern college sports 
without the constant threat of lawsuits and 
state laws undercutting their authority.

The gathering was not an official hearing, 
but going on at the same time in the House 
was the 12th hearing on college sports on 
Capitol Hill since 2020. This one was held 
in front of the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce and was focused on the pos-
sibility of college athletes joining unions.

But Cruz’s roundtable with Saban, 
Atlantic Coast Conference Commissioner 
Jim Phillips and Alabama athletic director 
Greg Byrne stole the spotlight. Sens. Jerry 
Moran (R-Kansas) and Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.) also attended.

Moran and Blumenthal put forth a bipar-
tisan proposal for a college sports bill last 
summer, but like several efforts before and 
after it has gone nowhere.

“Mostly we would tell each other, ‘We’re 
just this close to getting something done,’ 
but it’s been going on a long time,” Moran 
said, pleading for stakeholders to provide 
feedback on what they can give and take. 
“This is the moment to strike. Please help us 
close that gap and get this done.”

NCAA President Charlie Baker has 
encouraged membership to act on its own, 
putting forth a proposal in December that 
would create a new tier of Division I where 
schools would be required to pay some of 
their athletes.

The Big Ten and Southeastern Confer-
ence, the two wealthiest and most powerful 
conferences, formed a joint advisory com-
mittee earlier this year to try to tackle the 
issues facing college sports.

Nick Saban, who led Alabama football 
to six national titles in 17 seasons, said the 

current landscape shaped by NIL funds and 
loosened transfer rules contributed to his 
decision to retire at 72.

“All the things I believed in for all these 
years, 50 years of coaching, no longer exist 
in college athletics,” Saban said. “It’s who-
ever wants to pay the most money, raise the 
most money, buy the most players is going 
to have the best opportunity to win. And I 
don’t think that’s the spirit of college athlet-
ics, and I don’t think it’s ever been the spirit 
of what we want college athletics to be.”

Also taking part in the roundtable were 
NIL attorney Darren Heitner, Collective 
Association president Russell White, as 
well as current women’s college basketball 
player Haley Cavinder and sister Hanna, a 
former player.

Other senators cycled through, offering 
concerns, such as Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) 
saying he believes the status quo is “going 
to destroy the student-athlete as we know 
it.”

Byrne warned that even a school as pres-
tigious as Alabama may have to cut non-
revenue-generating sports, depending on 
what the final answer is for paying athletes.

Cruz, citing the comments made by com-
missioners of conferences made up of His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities 
and concerns about Division II and Division 
III programs shuttering, does not believe 
there’s as much interest in classifying col-
lege athletes as employees as there was six 
months ago.

“There are very few people advocating 
for student-athletes as employees now,” 
Cruz said. “I think that makes it easier when 
you have widespread agreement that that’s 
the wrong solution to have some clarity on 
that point.”

Just last week, Dartmouth men’s basket-
ball players voted to join a union and sev-
eral active antitrust lawsuits are challenging 
NCAA compensation caps and whether ath-
letes should have employee status.

Baker said last month that Congress 
needed to act to protect what he described as 
the “95 percent” of athletes whose ability to 
play college sports would be endangered by 
a court ruling or regulatory decision declar-
ing them as employees of their schools. The 
NCAA and Power Five conferences spent a 
combined $2.97 million on lobbying efforts 
in 2023, according to records reviewed by 
The Associated Press.

Work has been ongoing for several years 
to figure out a solution for what Cruz called 
the current “Wild West” state of college ath-
letics and the NCAA.

Cruz, who last summer introduced draft 
legislation to tackle the problems, prefers 
empowering the NCAA to oversee the land-
scape rather than a new governmental or 
quasi-governmental agency.

begins Wednesday. And Joe Flacco’s agent, 
Joe Linta, tells the AP that his client didn’t 
receive an offer from the Browns to stay 
in Cleveland. Flacco went 4-1 last season 
in place of an injured Watson to help the 
Browns reach the playoffs.

Bears lose WR Darnell Mooney to Fal-
cons, sign TE Gerald Everett

A person familiar with the deal says the 
Atlanta Falcons and wide receiver Darnell 
Mooney have agreed on a three-year, $39 
million contract with $26 million guaran-
teed. The person spoke to The Associated 
Press on condition of anonymity because the 
contract can’t become official until the new 
league year begins Wednesday. Mooney 
provides another playmaker for new quar-
terback Kirk Cousins, who agreed to a mas-
sive $180 million deal with the Falcons on 
Monday. Mooney had 31 catches for 414 
yards and one touchdown last season for 
the Bears. Mooney’s best year came in 2021 
when he caught 81 passes for 1,055 yards 
and four scores.

A person familiar with the situation says 
the Chicago Bears and former Los Ange-
les Chargers tight end Gerald Everett have 
agreed to a two-year, $12 million contract 
that guarantees $6.1 million. The person 

spoke to The Associated Press on the con-
dition of anonymity because free agents 
can’t officially sign with new teams until 
Wednesday. Everett has 284 receptions for 
2,833 yards and 19 touchdowns over seven 
seasons with the Los Angeles Rams, Seat-
tle Seahawks and Los Angeles Chargers. 
The Bears also added help in the second-
ary, agreeing to a two-year deal with safety 
Jonathan Owens. Owens is married to Sim-
one Biles, the most decorated gymnast of all 
time.

RB Joe Mixon goes to Texans
A person familiar with the deal says 

the Houston Texans are acquiring running 
back Joe Mixon from the Cincinnati Ben-
gals. The person spoke to The Associated 
Press on condition of anonymity because 
the trade hasn’t been finalized. Mixon will 
replace Devin Singletary, who has agreed 
to a deal with the New York Giants. Mixon 
led the Bengals last season with 1,034 yards 
rushing and nine touchdowns. Cincinnati 
planned to release him after agreeing on a 
contract with running back Zack Moss on 
Monday. Instead, the Texans are sending 
an undisclosed draft pick to the Bengals to 
keep Mixon off the open market. He’ll join 
Dameon Pierce in the backfield for the AFC 
South champions.

(Continued from Page A1)

NFL free agency

BASKETBALL
High School
Boys’ Basketball 

IHSAA Semi-State Scheudle
4A North (Elkhart)

Crown Point (20-5) vs. Fishers (26-
1), 10 a.m.

Fort Wayne Wayne (22-3) vs, Mish-
awaka (20-7), 11:45 a.m.

Semi-State Championship at 7:30 
p.m.

4A South (New Castle)
Center Grove (21-4) vs. Ben Davis 

(21-5, 10 a.m.
Jessfersonville (19-7) vs. Lawrence 

North (25-3), 12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.

3A North (Logansport)
Peru (16-10) vs. South Bend 

Joseph (18-9), 10 a.m.
Delta (22-6) vs. Fairfield (20-6), 

12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.

3A South (Seymour)
Guerin Catholic (21-7) vs. Danville 

Community (22-3), 10 a.m.
Evansville Bosse (15-10) vs. Scotts-

burg (22-5), 12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.
2A North (Lafayette Jefferson)
North Judson-San Pierre (21-6) 

vs. Wapahani (24-2), 10 a.m.
Wabash (21-5) vs. Fort Wayne 

Blackhawk Christian (21-6), 12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.

2A South (Southport)
Park Tudor (20-5) vs. Brownstown 

Central (25-4), 10 a.m.
Forest Park (18-9) vs. Parke Heri-

tage (23-5), 11:45 p.m.
Championship at 7:30 p.m.

1A North (Michigan City)
Liberty Christian (17-9) vs. Mar-

quette Catholc (12-15), 10 a.m.
Elkhart Christian (17-9) vs. Fort 

Wayne Canterbury (16-9), 12 p.m.
Championship at 7:30 p.m.

1A South (Washington)
Greenwood Christian (18-7) vs. 

Bethesda Christian (21-7), 10 a.m.
Evansville Christian (24-2) vs. Barr-

Reeve (24-2), 11:45 p.m.
Championship at 7:30 p.m.

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Tuesday, Mar. 12
TOURNAMENT
America East

Semifinal
Vermont 66, New Hampshire 59
Mass.-Lowell 77, Bryant 70

Atlantic 10
First Round
Fordham 71, Davidson 63, OT
La Salle 61, George Washington 

60
Saint Louis 74, Rhode Island 71

Atlantic Coast
First Round
Notre Dame 84, Georgia Tech 80
NC State 94, Louisville 85
Boston College 81, Miami 65

Big 12
First Round
UCF 77, Oklahoma St. 62
Cincinnati 90, West Virginia 85

Big Sky
Semifinal
Montana St. 74, Sacramento 

St. 71
Coastal

Championship
Coll. of Charleston 82, Stony 

Brook 79, OT
Horizon League

Championship
Oakland 83, Milwaukee 76

Metro Atlantic Athletic
First Round
Canisius 77, Mount St. Mary’s 61
Iona 60, Manhattan 57

Northeast
Championship
Wagner 54, Merrimack 47

Southland
Semifinal
McNeese St. 76, Lamar 57

West Coast Conference
Final
St. Marys 69, Gonzaga 60

Women’s Basketball Scores
Tuesday, Mar. 12
TOURNAMENT

American Athletic
Semifinal
East Carolina 55, UTSA 54

Atlantic Sun
Semifinal
Florida Gulf Coast 74, Austin Peay 

52
Cent. Arkansas 68, E. Kentucky 57

Big 12
Championship
Texas 70, Iowa St. 53

Big Sky
Semifinal
E. Washington 56, Montana St. 39
N. Arizona 74, Montana 67

Conference USA
First Round
UTEP 78, Sam Houston St. 64

Horizon League
Championship
Green Bay 64, Cleveland St. 40

Metro Atlantic Athletic
First Round
Rider 66, Iona 56
Quinnipiac 68, St. Peter’s 63, OT
Mount St. Mary’s 60, Marist 47

Mountain-West Conference
Semifinal
UNLV 62, Colorado St. 52

Southland
Quarterfinal
Texas A&M Commerce 66, Incar-

nate Word 57
SE Louisiana 75, Nicholls 57

Summit League
Championship
S. Dakota St. 67, N. Dakota St. 54

West Coast
Championship
Portland 67, Gonzaga 66

NBA
Monday’s Games

Detroit 114, Charlotte 97
Phoenix 117, Cleveland 111
Dallas 127, Chicago 92
Golden State 112, San Antonio 102
Denver 125, Toronto 119
Boston 121, Portland 99
Tuesday’s Games

New York 106, Philadelphia 79
Indiana 121, Oklahoma City 111
Memphis 109, Washington 97
Houston 103, San Antonio 101
Boston 123, Utah 107
Milwaukee at Sacramento, late
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers, late

Wednesday’s Games
Brooklyn at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
Denver at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Cleveland at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Golden State at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Portland, 10 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Phoenix at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Washington at Houston, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Oklahoma City, 10 p.m.
New York at Portland, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Miami at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Orlando at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at New Orleans, 8 

p.m.
Denver at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Utah, 9:30 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

Monday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers 3, New Jersey 1
St. Louis 5, Boston 1
Winnipeg 3, Washington 0
Los Angeles 3, N.Y. Islanders 0

Tuesday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers 1, Carolina 0
Montreal 3, Columbus 0
Buffalo 7, Detroit 3
Ottawa 2, Pittsburgh 1, OT
Philadelphia 3, San Jose 2
Minnesota 4, Arizona 1
Florida 4, Dallas 3
Chicago 7, Anaheim 2
Colorado at Calgary, late
Vegas at Seattle, late

Wednesday’s Games
Los Angeles at St. Louis, 7:30 p.m.
Nashville at Winnipeg, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Edmonton, 10 p.m.
Colorado at Vancouver, 10:30 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Arizona at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Boston at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Florida at Carolina, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Columbus, 7 p.m.
San Jose at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.

Toronto at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Anaheim at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
New Jersey at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Vegas at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Washington at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Anaheim at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

Monday’s Games
Boston 1, Pittsburgh 0
Atlanta 3, Minnesota 0
Detroit 5, Houston 3
Toronto 9, Tampa Bay 2
N.Y. Yankees (ss) 5, Baltimore 3
N.Y. Yankees (ss) 2, Philadelphia 1
Washington 11, St. Louis 4
Cleveland 5, L.A. Dodgers 1
Colorado 7, Chicago White Sox 2
San Francisco 12, Kansas City 9
San Diego 13, Seattle 3
Oakland 6, Arizona 5
Texas 15, L.A. Angels 5
Miami 1, N.Y. Mets 0

Tuesday’s Games
Detroit 1, Minnesota 0
Baltimore 12, Tampa Bay 8
St. Louis 8, Boston 6
Pittsburgh 5, Atlanta 1
Toronto 8, N.Y. Yankees 1
Houston 9, Miami 1
Cleveland 3, Texas 0
Oakland 4, Seattle 2
L.A. Dodgers 6, San Francisco 4
Colorado 4, Kansas City 2
Arizona 2, San Diego 2
Washington 4, N.Y. Mets 1
Cincinnati vs Chicago White Sox at 

Goodyear, Ariz., 9:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs vs Milwaukee at 

Mesa, Ariz., 9:05 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Minnesota (ss) vs St. Louis at Fort 
Myers, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees vs Boston at Tampa, 
Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Philadelphia vs Detroit at Clearwater, 
Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Tampa Bay vs Minnesota (ss) at Port 
Charlotte, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Toronto vs Pittsburgh at Dunedin, 
Fla., 1:07 p.m.

Miami vs Washington at Jupiter, Fla., 
1:10 p.m.

Cleveland vs Chicago Cubs at Good-
year, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

Kansas City vs L.A. Angels at Sur-
prise, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers vs Seattle at Phoenix, 
4:05 p.m.

San Francisco vs Cincinnati at Scott-
sdale, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

Milwaukee vs Chicago White Sox at 
Phoenix, 4:10 p.m.

San Diego vs Oakland at Peoria, 
Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Arizona vs Colorado at Scottsdale, 
Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Baltimore vs Atlanta at Sarasota, 
Fla., 6:05 p.m.

N.Y. Mets vs Houston at Port St 
Lucie, Fla., 6:10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Atlanta vs Tampa Bay at North Port, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Detroit vs N.Y. Yankees at Lakeland, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Minnesota vs Toronto at Fort Myers, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Philadelphia vs Boston at Clearwa-

ter, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
St. Louis vs N.Y. Mets at Jupiter, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh vs Baltimore at Braden-

ton, Fla., 3:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs vs Oakland at Mesa, 

Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox vs L.A. Angels at 

Phoenix, 4:05 p.m.
Cleveland vs Colorado at Goodyear, 

Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
Arizona vs Kansas City at Scotts-

dale, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.
Seattle vs Milwaukee at Peoria, Ariz., 

4:10 p.m.
Washington vs Houston at West 

Palm Beach, Fla., 6:05 p.m.
Texas vs Cincinnati at Surprise, Ariz., 

9:05 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Tuesday’s Transactions

DETROIT TIGERS — Optioned 
RHP’s Mason Englert, Wilmer 
Flores, and Keider Montero, C Dil-
lon Dingler, INF Eddys Leonard, and 
INF/OF Wenceel Perez to Toledo. 

News-Banner ScoreboardSen. Ted Cruz says there’s a 50-50 
chance of Congress passing 
college sports legislation this year
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Healing from the heartache 
of abusive foster parents

Dear Annie: I come from a long 
history of family dysfunction. Child 
abuse, toxicity and abandonment are 
all I ever knew growing up. I devel-
oped severe complex PTSD and 
borderline personality disorder com-
ing into my preteen years. I remem-
ber the blame was solely on me 
for my severe depression, suicide 
attempts and deep-seated suffering 
from my adoptive parents.

I moved out at age 17. The abuse 
continued despite my removal from 
their household, well into my late 
20s. At that time, I cut off all contact 
with my abusers. I removed myself 
entirely from the family dynamic. (I 
have been in intensive therapy and 
medicated for years.)

My question is: How do I forgive 
my adoptive parents for manipulat-
ing me to place my infant fraternal 
twins with them when I was only 19 
years old? Once they had my babies, 
they excluded me from the family 
and forced my hand into placing my 
children up for adoption with them.

How do I forgive them for the 
horrific abuse I sustained as a child 
in their home? How do I process 
the grief, which grips my heart and 
soul, I have for losing the opportu-
nity to raise my son and daughter? 
They are 16 years young, and I do 
not even know them. Lastly, how do 
I ever forgive or come to terms with 
the fact that the people who were 
supposed to be my protectors, who 
were supposed to love me uncon-
ditionally, who chose to adopt me, 
failed me more than my biological 
parents ever could have? Do I have 

any rights as an 
adopted child? 
I’m forever tor-
mented by my 
nightmare child-
hood, but even 
more so, I relive 
my grief daily 
as a mother who 
lost her children 
to her abusers. — One Sad Little 
Girl Who Is Middle-Aged

Dear Sad Little Girl Who Is Mid-
dle-Aged: Yes, you do have rights 
as an adult to sue your parents for 
abuse, but even if you win, you are 
not likely to get what you want. I 
doubt if they have a lot of money, 
and you would wind up being inter-
twined in their lives in ways that 
would do the opposite of helping 
you with the healing process.

My advice is to continue working 
with your therapist to process ways 
to cope with your abusive child-
hood, and focus on trying to estab-
lish a relationship with your twin 
children. They are becoming old 
enough for you to reach out to them 
directly.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheat-
ing Partner?” is out now! Annie 
Lane’s second anthology — fea-
turing favorite columns on mar-
riage, infidelity, communication and 
reconciliation — is available as a 
paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your ques-
tions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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TMZ (N) Wild Cards "Inside 
(Con)Man" (N) 

Family Law "Catch 22"
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
NOVA "Butterfly 
Blueprints" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

LIFE Ahead
(N) 

Nature "Equus: Story of 
the Horse: Origins" 

NOVA "Hidden Volcano 
Abyss" 

NOVA "Arctic Sinkholes" Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Nature "Equus: Story of 
the Horse: Origins" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
NOVA "Butterfly 
Blueprints" 

Indiana 
Week 

Lawma-
kers 

PBS NewsHour (N) Nature "Equus: Story of 
the Horse: Origins" 

NOVA "Hidden Volcano 
Abyss" 

NOVA "Arctic Sinkholes" Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Common Ground With 
"Adversity: Anxiety's Rx" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang The Masked Singer (N) Animal 
Control (N) 

Family Guy
(N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "The Dead Pool" Castle "To Love and Die 

in L.A." 
Castle "Pretty Dead" Married at First Sight "Climbing 

Down From Decision Day" (N) 
(:35) Prison Brides (SF)
(N) 

(:35) Married at First 
Sight (N) 

(:35) Baby Married at First Sight 

FX  24 132 136 148 (3:30) <++ Eternals (‘21) Angelina Jolie. <+++ Black Widow (‘21) Florence Pugh, Scarlett Johansson. Feud "Phantasm Forgiveness" (N) Feud: Capote Feud 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Saved by 
the Bell 

Saved by 
the Bell 

Saved by 
the Bell 

Saved by 
the Bell 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

E! News
(N) 

Saved/Bell
"Teen-Line"

Saved by 
the Bell 

Saved by 
the Bell 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Ocean's Twelve (2004, Comedy Drama) Brad Pitt, Matt Damon,
George Clooney. 

<+++ Ocean's Thirteen (2007, Comedy Drama) 
Brad Pitt, Matt Damon, George Clooney. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball Denver Nuggets at Miami Heat From Kaseya 

Center in Miami. (L) (N) 
NBA Basketball Los Angeles Lakers at Sacramento Kings From 
Golden 1 Center in Sacramento, Calif. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 College Basketball College Basketball Basketball College Basketball College Basketball

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line World Poker Tour: 

Season 20 
Pregame
(L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Chicago Bulls at Indiana Pacers From 
Gainbridge Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. (L) (N) 

Postgame
(L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Chicago Bulls at Indiana Pacers
From Gainbridge Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. 

Snow 
Motion 

USA  34 133 105 242 
College Basketball Atlantic 10 Tournament, Second Round: 
Teams TBA From Barclays Center in Brooklyn, N.Y. (L) (N) 

Basketball Atlantic 10 Tournament, Second Round: 
Teams TBA From Barclays Center in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Law-SVU "Our Words 
Will Not Be Heard" 

Law-SVU "Post-
Graduate Psychopath" 

Law-SVU "What Can 
Happen in the Dark" 

Law & 
Order: SVU 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition X 
"Transylvanian Terror" 

Expedition X "Death 
Island" 

Expedition X "Secrets 
of Mackinac" 

Expedition X "Ghost of 
WW2" 

Expedition X "Beasts of 
Britain" (N) 

Ghost Adventures: 
Screaming Room (N) 

Expedition "Hunt for 
the Chupacabra" 

Expedition X "Ghost of 
WW2" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper My 600-Lb. Life "William's Journey" (N) My 600-lb Life "Benji & David's Story" My 600-Lb. Life

HIST  38 77 120 269 
American Pickers 
"Double Barn Bonanza" 

American Pickers "Mr. 
Whizzer" 

American Pickers "A 
Bronx Tale" 

American Pickers
"Farm Fresh" 

American Pickers
"Knockout Salvage" (N) 

(:05) American Pickers
"Big Tex" 

(:05) American Pickers
"Joyridin' Pick" 

(:05) American Pickers 
"Knockout Salvage" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Booked (N) CourtCam CourtCam CourtCam CourtCam 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Wedding 
Season 

< The Wedding Veil Legacy (2022, Romance)
Victor Webster, Lacey Chabert, Alison Sweeney. 

< Feeling Butterflies (2022, Romance) Kevin 
McGarry, Alyssa Gervasi, Kayla Wallace. 

Gold. Girls
"Sisters" 

Golden 
Girls 

Gold. Girls
"The Actor"

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Gold. Girls 
"Sisters" 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:25) <+++ The Goonies (1985, Children) Josh 
Brolin, Jeff Cohen, Sean Astin. 

<++ The Equalizer (2014, Action) Marton Csokas, Chloë Grace Moretz,
Denzel Washington. 

Resident Alien
"Lovebird" (N) 

<++ Mortal Kombat (1995, Action) Linden 
Ashby, Bridgette Wilson-Sampras, Robin Shou. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (L) (N) Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
Lucifer "All Hands on 
Decker" 

Lucifer "Quintessential 
Deckerstar" 

NHL on 
TNT (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Los Angeles Kings at St. Louis Blues From 
Enterprise Center in Saint Louis, Mo. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Washington Capitals at Edmonton Oilers From Rogers Place in 
Edmonton, Alberta. (L) (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
<++ Lethal Weapon 4 (1998, Action) Danny Glover, Joe Pesci, Mel Gibson. <+++ Moneyball (2011, Drama) Jonah Hill, Philip Seymour Hoffman, Brad 

Pitt. 
<++ Ghostbusters (2016, Comedy) Kristen Wiig, 
Leslie Jones, Melissa McCarthy. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Daily Show SouthPark South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:00) College 
Basketball 

Bridge College Basketball From Madison Square Garden 
in New York. 

Bridge College Basketball From Madison Square Garden 
in New York. 

College Basketball From Madison Square Garden 
in New York. 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS NCIS "False Witness" NCIS NCIS "Recruited" NCIS "Freedom" NCIS NCIS "Defiance" NCIS "Kill Screen" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Grocery (N) Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Vanderpump Rules Real Housewives Real Housewives Real Housewives (N) WatchWhat Real Housewives Real Housewives Married to Medicine Housewives 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Rock Paper SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Lay Lay (N) Lay Lay (N) SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Hamster & Hamster & Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Bunk'd Bunk'd Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:30) <+++ Pete's Dragon (2016, Children)
Oakes Fegley, Wes Bentley, Bryce Dallas Howard. 

<+++ Inside Out (2015, Animated) Voices of 
Phyllis Smith, Richard Kind, Amy Poehler. 

<+++ The Princess and the Frog (‘09) Voices of 
Bruno Campos, Keith David, Anika Noni Rose. 

The 700 Club Simpsons
"Das Bus" 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:35) < Devil 
Wears Pra... 

(:25) <+++ Definitely, Maybe (‘08)
Isla Fisher, Ryan Reynolds. 

(:20) Curb Your 
Enthusiasm 

<+++ Priscilla (2023, Drama) Jacob Elordi,
Dagmara Dominczyk, Cailee Spaeny. 

(:55) The 
Regime 

(:45) <++ Date Night (‘10) Tina Fey,
Mark Wahlberg, Steve Carell. 

(:15) <+++
Shakespeare in Love 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:15) <++ XXX (‘02) 
Asia Argento, Vin Diesel. 

(:20) <++ XXX: State of the Union (2005, Action)
Willem Dafoe, Scott Speedman, Ice Cube. 

<+ House at the End of the Street 
(‘12) Max Thieriot, Jennifer Lawrence. 

(:40) <++ You're Next (‘11) Nicholas 
Tucci, Wendy Glenn, Sharni Vinson. 

(:15) <+ Paranoia (2013, Thriller) Harrison Ford, 
Gary Oldman, Liam Hemsworth. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:25) <+++ Mr. Malcolm's List 
(‘22) Sope Dirisu, Freida Pinto. 

(:25) <+++ The Good Girl (‘02) Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Jennifer Aniston. 

<++ Home Again (‘17) Pico 
Alexander, Reese Witherspoon. 

(:40) <++++ Titanic (1997, History) Kate Winslet, Billy Zane, Leonardo DiCaprio.

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:15) <++ Allied (‘16) 
Brad Pitt. 

(:20) <++ Chloe (2009, Drama) Liam Neeson,
Amanda Seyfried, Julianne Moore. 

<++ The Stepfather (‘09) Sela 
Ward, Penn Badgley, Dylan Walsh. 

(:45) <+++ The Machinist (‘04) Jennifer Jason 
Leigh, Aitana Sánchez-Gijón, Christian Bale. (P) 

< The Lesson (‘23) Julie Delpy, Daryl 
McCormack, Richard E. Grant. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: In the age 
of knowledge and edu-
cation, why is it still so 
difficult for people to 
overcome prejudice? – 
P.S.

Answer: Prejudice 
is measured by com-
puting the distance 
between our own biased 
opinions and the real 
truth. By nature, the 
human mind possesses 
biased thinking that per-
petuates. Despite our 
improved educational 
system, our prejudices 
have grown, not dimin-
ished — so we can con-
clude that education is 
not the cure.

Prejudice is a form 
of robbery, for it robs 
its victim of a fair trial 
in the court of reason. 

It is also a murder-
er because it kills 
the opportunity of 

advancement for those 
who are its prey. We are 
quick to denounce that 
which we do not under-
stand or know or expe-
rience. If we would put 
ourselves in the place 
of other people, under-
standing their back-
ground, sensing their 
problems, sympathizing 
with their weaknesses, 
it would do society a 
great favor.

How can we con-
quer prejudice? By 
being transformed by 
the power of God. Only 
then can we begin to 
look at others through 
the eyes of God and see 
them as He sees them. 
Only then does God’s 
love begin to take root 
in our hearts, pushing 

out the hate and indif-
ference that resides 
there.

We see this kind of 
transformation in the 
story of Saul of Tar-
sus, once one of the 
most prejudiced men of 
his day. But when the 
Lord overcame Saul 
and he submitted to 
Christ, he later wrote 
as the Apostle Paul, 
“The love of God has 
been poured out in our 
hearts” (Romans 5:5, 
NKJV). What the logic 
of Greece could not do 
for Saul, the grace of 
God did.

(This column is 
based on the words and 
writings of the late Rev. 
Billy Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

Page 4a • The News-Banner • WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2024

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and physiological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Pre-Applica-
tion can be found on our web-
site at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once pre-application is com-
pleted, details on the paper
application will be emailed to
the applicant. Return complet-
ed paper application to 1615
W Western Ave, Bluffton, Indi-
ana 46714 Attn: Chief Deputy
Randy Steele no later than
12:00 pm on March 15, 2024.

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West
Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to
prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

Lottery Numbers

Public Notice

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 03-04-07-41-
45

Cash4Life —  03-09-24-
27-39, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday — 
08-10-14-28-29-33-44-45-
47-49-51-52-54-61-67-68-
70-75-77-78, BE: 54

Daily Three-Midday — 
09-08-04, SB: 09

Daily Three-Evening — 
02-07-04, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday — 
05-01-02-07, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening — 
09-03-01-09, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening 
— 04-12-23-26-28-31-36-
40-42-48-53-58-59-63-64-
65-66-74-75-79, BE: 48

Hoos ier Lot to  — 
Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $6.3 million

MEGA MILLIONS
02-16-31-57-64; Mega 

Ball: 24; Megaplier: 3X. 
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $559 million
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THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is Tues., Mar. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
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Apr. deadline is 
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Apr. deadline is 
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$187
PER ISSUE
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$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 26!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

A��rne� 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

•   Medicaid Planning
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•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning
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Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN 46777

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

IN THE WELLS CIRCUIT COURT
OF WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA

 DOCKET NO.
90C01-2402-EU-000009

Notice is hereby given that 
DUANE E. HEYNE was on the 4th 
day of March, 2024, appointed per-
sonal representative of the estate 
of OSCAR L. HEYNE, deceased, 
who died on the 24th day of 
December, 2023, and was autho-
rized to administer his estate with-
out Court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file those claims 
in the office of the Clerk of the 
Wells Circuit Court within three (3) 
months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or those claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
4th day of March, 2024.

 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Matthew P. Hayes
Attorney for Personal Representa-
tive
Attorney No. 32002-02
GORDON & ASSOCIATES
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
119 East Oak Forest Drive
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 824-9377

nb 3/13, 3/20
hspaxlp

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING MARCH 14 - 10 a.m. EST - Cle-
mens and Carol Burger, owners. Ken-Bar Tool & Engineering 
Company liquidation! Over 300 lots. 2016 GMC Sierra, 2005 
Chevrolet 3500 cargo van, 2008 Mercury Grand Marquis, CNC 
machines, mills, lathes, ladders, grinders, saws, tooling, tools, 
more! Pickup March 18 and 19, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 3121 S. Walnut 
St., Muncie, large items can be picked up by appointment only up 
to 10 days. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.
MARCH 14 - 6 p.m. - Denver Neuenschwander Estate, sell-
ers. Lehman Park, 212 Park Ave., Berne. 135+/- acres available. 
Selling in 3 tracts, as a combination or whole unit. Tract 1: 39+/- 
acres along SR 116, tillable/woods. Tract 2: 48+/- acres along 
1000 S, tillable. Tract 3: 48+/- acres along 1000 S, tillable. Heart-
land Auction & Realty, Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.com, 260-724-
3499.
MARCH 17-25 - (Online Only Auction) - Various consignors, 
seller. Antiques, primitives, Lionel trains and train items, modern 
furniture, vintage advertising, household items, patio furniture. 
Auction Preview: March 19 and March 21 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
118 East Craig St., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
MARCH 23 - 10 a.m. - Various owners represented. Location: 
Farmers Grain & Ag LLC, 1257 St. Rd. 33, Willshire, OH. Trac-
tors, combines, heads & carts, harvest equip., Grain carts, wag-
ons, trucks, trailers, pickups, construction, manure equipment, 
livestock equipment, hay equipment, planters, no-till drills, spray-
ers, NH3 bars, farm related, miscellaneous, mowers & ATVs, 
toys, native lumber. Questions, call: Farmers Grain & Ag, LLC, 
419-495-2338. Auction managers: Ritter Cox, 800-451-2709, 
260-609-3306 & Tim Kreider, 260-413-8008. Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 260-244-7606, 800-451-2709, 
SchraderAuction.com.
MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of San-
dra McCay and others, seller. 2007 Dodge Caliber SXT sedan, 
1999 Ford F250 with dump bed, 2013 12’ utility trailer, primitives, 
Turn of the Century cast iron riding horse, quilts, large qty. of 
crocks, antique furniture, Fenton, Carnival and other glassware. 
Preview: March 21, March 28 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 816 S. 11th 
Street, Decatur, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 
260-824-3006.
APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique Blue Bar and 
Grill (Formerly Stag Bar), seller. Ongoing needs. Outstanding 
collection of beer signs, neon signs, beer taps, collectibles, tools, 
much more. Preview: April 4 and April 11 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
205 W. Market St., Bluffton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., http://
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

NOTICE
Notices

HAVING AN UPCOMING

event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office
at 260-824-0224 or 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN, or
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

SERVICES
Services

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

PRECISION LAND MAN-

AGEMENT

Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition
Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-

VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Pets
HELOISE HINT: Why do cats 
scratch so much? Cats use 
scratching to mark their terri-
tory, and it also helps to keep 
their claws sharp. Be sure you 
have a scratching post for them 
so that they don’t scratch at 
your furniture. Email HELO-
ISE@Heloise.com.

Thank you for reading 
your local newspaper

News-BannerThe

Help Wanted

HELOISE HINT: If you haven’t 
looked for another job in a 
while, take these steps: First, 
make a list of your skills, expe-
rience, talents and things you 
love to do. Which career would 
best fit your skills? Research 
the fields you are interested in. 
Send your job-success story to 
HELOISE@Heloise.com.

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

WAIT UNTIL YOU taste it! 
Send 100% guaranteed, de-
livered-to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks! This package comes 
with 8 FREE PureGround Filet 
Mignon Burgers!  Order The 
Protein-Packed Assortment 
Package! ONLY $129.99.  Call 
1-833-498-2009 and mention 
code 75039YXB or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/TasteIt2240 
(I)
CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throt-
tling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch.  Call 1-833-
754-0929 (I)

DURACELL. THE #1 trusted 
battery brand now offering the 
M150 Portable Power Station. 
When fully charged the M150 
provides enough power to 
charge all your devices - lap-
tops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. 
Give the gift of portable power 
this holiday season - only $199. 
Go to portablepower.info/145. 
(I)


