
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — The leader of Yemen’s 
branch of al-Qaida is dead, the 
militant group announced late 
Sunday, without giving details.

Khalid al-Batarfi had a $5 mil-
lion bounty on his head from the 
U.S. government over leading the 
group, al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula, through years that saw 
him imprisoned, freed in a jail-
break, and governing forces in 
Yemen amid that country’s grind-

ing war.
Though believed to be weak-

ened in recent years due to infight-
ing and suspected U.S. drone 
strikes killing its leaders, the group 
known by the acronym AQAP has 
long been considered the most 
dangerous branch of the extremist 
group still operating after the kill-
ing of founder Osama bin Laden.

Al-Qaida released a video 
showing al-Batarfi wrapped in a 
white funeral shroud and al-Qai-

da’s black-and-white flag.
Militants offered no details on 

the cause of his death and there 
was no clear sign of trauma vis-
ible on his face. Al-Batarfi was 
believed to be in his early 40s.

“Allah took his soul while he 
patiently sought his reward and 
stood firm, immigrated, garri-
soned, and waged jihad for His 
sake,” the militants said in the 
video, according to the SITE Intel-
ligence Group.

The group made the announce-
ment on the eve of Ramadan, the 
Muslim holy fasting month that 
Yemen will begin Monday.

In the announcement, the group 
said Saad bin Atef al-Awlaki 
would take over as its leader. The 
U.S. has a $6 million bounty on 
him, saying al-Awlaki “has pub-
licly called for attacks against the 
United States and its allies.”

The Yemen branch of al-Qaida 
has been seen by Washington as 

the terror network’s most danger-
ous branch ever since its attempt 
in 2009 to bomb a commercial 
airliner over the United States. 
It claimed responsibility for the 
2015 deadly attack in Paris on the 
French satirical weekly Charlie 
Hebdo. But their overseas opera-
tions have waned in recent years.

“Although in decline, AQAP 
remains the most effective terrorist 
group in Yemen with intent to con-
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A mark of spring
The Indiana Department of Transportation began the process of crack sealing State 
Road 1 on Monday. They will be working from the Main Street Bridge to the south city 
limits this week. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Health Board appoints 
Huggins as health officer

By HOLLY GASKILL
In a unanimous 5-0 vote, the Wells Coun-

ty Board of Health approved Dr. Brandon 
Huggins as the new health officer. 

The board’s appointment will now be 
considered for certification by the Coun-
ty Commissioners. Their next scheduled 
meeting is at 5 p.m. on March 18 in the 
meeting room of the Wells County Carn-
egie Annex. 

Huggins is an orthopedic spine surgeon 
with the Lutheran Health Network, includ-
ing Bluffton Regional Medical Center. He 
received his undergraduate and medical 
degree from Indiana University. He is also a 
Norwell graduate.

On Monday, the board interviewed Hug-

gins during an executive session in the large 
conference room of the Wells County Pub-
lic Library and made their appointment in a 
following special session. The appointment 
was the only item on the agenda. 

Board members Chris Esterling, Steve 
Bales, Dr. Mary Donley, Ann McNabb and 
Molly Hoag voted in favor of the appoint-
ment; board members Dr. Bart Hott and 
Tamara Troutt were absent. 

Should the appointment be certified, 
Huggins will take over from Dr. Kay John-
son, who voluntarily resigned from the posi-
tion in an agreement with the county in Feb-
ruary. Johnson will continue in the role in 
the interim.

holly@news-banner.com

By SYDNEY KENT
Hundreds of people are expected to gath-

er in Wells County for the upcoming lunar 
eclipse on April 8. The entirety of the coun-
ty lies within the path of the eclipse, which 
will be visible from the U.S. for the last time 
until 2045.

The Ossian Parks Department, in con-
junction with Horizon Events, plans to hold 
an event on the day of the eclipse at Arch-
bold-Wilson Park. Park Board Vice Presi-
dent Jay Esparza requested $150 towards 
the cost of a DJ for the event at Monday’s 
Ossian Town Council meeting. Council 
member Jeff Kemper offered to sponsor the 
event on behalf of Kemper Flooring. 

Police Commissioner President Caleb 
Chichester presented a letter of resigna-
tion written by new officer Samantha Oli-
ver today. Chichester said Oliver decided 
the career was not for her and her resigna-
tion would be effective the next day. Oliver 
had not yet completed training. Chichester 
advised conversations would be ongoing, 
however, the process of hiring a new officer 
to replace Oliver would likely begin again 
soon.

Chad Kline, executive director of Wells 
County Economic Development, asked the 
council to sign a master plan for the town. 
Kline said that the EDC previously did not 
get enough support from other communities 
as they did not have funding from grants. 

Kline said he intends to receive more grants 
based on previous conversations.

“What most of this work will be,” Kline 
explained, “(there will be) a lot of com-
munity meetings, discussions, identifying 
opportunities for projects, things you want 
to see in the community and what the com-
munity wants to see in the community.”

“If we agree to this, does this hook us 
into the 2030 plan without any discretion?” 
asked Kemper. 

“No, this is specific to your community,” 
Kline clarified. “This is your plan and things 
that are in here for your community are your 
decision. The goal currently is to get every 
community in Wells County a plan that 
doesn’t have one currently.”

Kline said Markle signed a master plan 
for around $40,000 and Zanesville signed a 
plan for over $10,000. He requested not to 
exceed $4,000 from the council, which was 
unanimously approved.

New officers were also appointed during 
the brief redevelopment meeting. Kemper 
was appointed as president, Dennis Ealing 
as vice president and Glen Werling as sec-
retary.

During a public hearing before the 
council meeting, several residents asked 
questions regarding the rate ordinance for 
unmetered users. Jim Breckler with Engi-
neering Resources answered various ques-

Ossian adds event to 
local solar eclipse line-up

Wells RSD considers new 
building and possible hire

By JONATHAN SNYDER
The Wells County Regional Sewer Dis-

trict board heard back from Mick Cupp 
about a potential building to purchase at 820 
South Bond St. on Monday.

On Feb. 12, the RSD board gave speci-
fications for the new building, including a 
place to park a vehicle inside and a small 
office space. It also needs to be about 2,000 
square feet.

Cupp, of Cupp Real Estate, came back 
with the location on South Bond Street, 
which he owns. Cupp and RSD Supervisor 
Lewis Brown toured the facility, which was 
about 2,400 square feet and a garage near 
the back of the property along with an office 
space. Cupp said the building would cost 
about $139,000. 

However, the RSD’s main concern was 
the flood risk of the area. 

Brown and Roger Cash, Ossian, men-
tioned that in 2005 significant rainfall 
caused the lowlands to flood. However, 
since then another catch basin has been 
installed in the parking lot which should 
ease the issue. Brown further invited the dis-
trict members to take a look at the location 
for themselves.

The district also took time to celebrate 
the progress they had made throughout the 
past year. They discussed some of the new 
homes being built in their project areas and 
how homes that were formerly discharging 
into a side ditch on County Road 400 North 
are now connected to the main line, making 
for a cleaner environment. Board member 

Andy Stoller mentioned that it’s nice to get 
a look at the full picture for the year.

In his report, Brown said the RSD 
should look to hire a part-time helper to 
transition into a full-time position in the 
future. 

Brown put together a list of requirements 
for the new hire, which included being good 
with people, having a driver’s license, being 
able to lift 100 lbs., being able to fit in grind-
er stations and not being afraid of getting 
dirty. Brown then advised the district to put 
together their own list of requirements and 
to start looking for any candidates available, 
with a suggestion to look at high-school kids 
looking to go into trades.

Additionally, Brown said that the flow 
meter has been giving lower readouts com-
pared to the actual amount of flow com-
ing through their system. All three stations 
in Murray, Liberty Center and Craigville 
are not reading correctly, which prompt-
ed Brown to enlist the help of Ferguson 
Plumbing in Fort Wayne to look into the 
issue. 

Brown further notified the district that 
the Craigville project only has punch list 
items left to do. Brown estimates that 40 
customers have not connected to the line out 
of 130 customers in the area. Liberty Center 
has five more people yet to connect and the 
Murray project has two people left to con-
nect.

The Kingsland project is also going 
strong, with the gravity sewer system being 

Governor signs 67 bills from 
reading to bobcat hunting

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle

More third graders will be retained due to 
lack of reading proficiency under a bill Gov. 
Eric Holcomb signed into law Monday.

Senate Enrolled Act 1 was among 67 
bills he approved. Others include cracking 
down on xylazine, creating a bobcat hunting 
season and election changes.

The new reading law seeks to rem-
edy Indiana’s literacy “crisis” by requiring 
schools to administer the statewide IREAD 
test in second grade — a year earlier than 
current requirements — and directing new, 
targeted support to at-risk students and those 
struggling to pass the exam.

But if, after three tries, a third grader 
can’t meet the IREAD standard, legislators 

want school districts to retain them.
That number could reach into the thou-

sands according to recent data. Last year, 
13,840 third-graders did not pass IREAD, 
according to test data. Of those students, 
5,503 received an exemption and 8,337 did 
not. But about 95% of students without an 
exemption moved onto 4th grade and just 
412 were retained.

While much of the rest of the bill has 
received bipartisan support, the retention 
language has been passionately debated in 
both chambers.

Republicans have repeatedly said the 
proposal is not a “retention bill,” and hold-
ing Hoosier kids back in school should “be a 
last resort.” They maintain, too, that if litera-
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Weather
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Wednesday: A 20% chance of showers after 2 p.m. Part-

ly sunny, with a high near 65. Southwest wind around 10 
mph. 

Wednesday Night: A chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 50. South wind 
around 5 mph. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Thursday: Showers likely, then showers and possibly 
a thunderstorm after 11 a.m. High near 66. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 80%. New rainfall amounts between a tenth and 
quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in thun-
derstorms. 

Thursday Night: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. 
Low around 48. Chance of precipitation is 80%.

Friday: A 40% chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 55.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 37.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 54.
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tions about the rates.
Breck le r  expla ined 

that the town applied for 
a grant from the Indiana 
Department of Transpor-
tation for improvements 
along Meadow Lane, a 
residential-use roadway 
in Roseanne Heights. The 
project would alleviate 
safety concerns during 
what Breckler called “large 
rain events” in the area. He 
requested $50,600 towards 
the improvements. Breck-
ler also asked the coun-
cil to approve a payment 
to Ottenweller Contract-
ing LLC of $68,165.64 
for work completed on 
a mechanical bar screen 
replacement project. Both 
requests were approved.

Clerk-Treasurer Angie 
Ealing submitted her res-
ignation, effective in Octo-
ber. The council reluctantly 

accepted her resignation and 
thanked her for her ongoing 
efforts.

The council also:
• Approved a motion to 

appoint a council member 
to sign documents from SRF 
pending approval of fund-
ing.

• Approved a motion to 
pay Engineering Resources 
$1,295 for work completed 
for the town.

• Approved an ordinance 
to increase the pay of an 
employee who recently 
earned a difficult certifica-
tion and will soon take on 
more work.

• Approved a request 
from Oak Lawn Cemetery 
to extend the road on 900 
North. The project will 
involve the placement of a 
15-inch culvert underneath 
the road to assist with drain-
age.

sydney@news-banner.com
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Regional Sewer District

cy supports and remediation in the law 
are properly implemented, no children 
will have to be retained.

Exceptions are carved out for stu-
dents who have been retained in third 
grade before, special-education stu-
dents, certain English language learn-
ers, and students who pass the math 
portion of the statewide assessment 
and receive remedial reading instruc-
tion.

Schools will also be required to 
offer summer school to struggling 
readers starting this year, although the 
final version of the bill does not force 
students to attend.

The retention provision takes effect 
for the test taken during the upcoming 
2024-2025 school calendar.

Here are some of the other bills that 
were signed into law. Most go into 
effect July 1.

Senate Enrolled Act 241 requires 
the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources to establish a bobcat hunting 
season. Bobcats – Indiana’s only native 
wild cat – were considered endangered 
for decades but they were taken off the 
state’s endangered species list in 2005, 
and their population has grown. Sup-
porters said the bill will help manage 
Indiana’s growing population of bob-
cats. But opponents said they would 
rather see more comprehensive data 
about the animal’s population before 
allowing a hunting season.

Senate Enrolled Act 5 seeks to 
more quickly replace lead drinking 

water pipes across Indiana. A prior-
ity measure for Senate Republicans, 
it would expedite the replacement of 
thousands of lead service lines, and at 
a lower cost. Specifically, the legisla-
tion requires landlords to enroll in a 
program to replace the lead pipes they 
own through their water utility or be 
forced to pay for it themselves.

Senate Enrolled Act 185 requires 
that all public and charter schools cre-
ate a policy for phones and other wire-
less devices. Hoosier students could 
still use their phones or tablets for edu-
cational purposes, if teachers deem it 
necessary. They can also use the devic-
es if there is an emergency or for health 
reasons.

House Enrolled Act 1025 puts the 
increasingly popular liquor-based 
pre-mixed beverages under a wine 
license, allowing beer wholesalers to 
sell them. Supporters said it creates 
competition within the wholesale tier 
by allowing all license holders to sell 
the mixed ready-to-drink beverages. 
Opponents said it helps beer whole-
salers who already have competitive 
advantages.

House Enrolled Act 1090 allows 
juries hearing civil lawsuits related to 
car accidents to hear whether the vic-
tim was wearing a seat belt and use 
the information to reduce damages. 
Currently under Indiana law, a jury 
isn’t allowed to know if a plaintiff in 
a case was wearing a seat belt or not 
some believe doing so takes the focus 
off who is at fault for causing the acci-

dent. Supporters, though, said if inju-
ries were worse because an adult didn’t 
wear a seat belt, it should be allowed 
to be considered. A judge still would 
have the discretion on that decision. 
The legislation says the information is 
only allowed for those who are age 15 
or older.

House Enrolled Act 1203 makes 
possession of xylazine, a cheap animal 
sedative, a misdemeanor that can be 
increased with multiple convictions. 
Dealing in xylazine would be a felony. 
Overdoses have been linked to fentanyl 
laced with xylazine.

House Enrolled Act 1264 creates 
new requirements for first-time voters, 
proof of citizenship and more. It also 
would allow state election officials to 
pay for commercially available data — 
likely Experian’s TrueTrace — and let 
county voter registration offices use the 
information for voter list maintenance. 
Supporters called it an election secu-
rity bill while opponents said it adds 
unnecessary hoops for eligible voters.

Senate Enrolled Act 182 limits 
drone use near correctional facilities. 
The Indiana Department of Correc-
tion reported over 30 drone sightings 
in 2023 and over a dozen confirmed 
drone drops of contraband inside state 
correctional facilities, according to a 
news release. One report detailed the 
recovery of a drone and package con-
taining tobacco, six cell phones, four 
chargers and marijuana.

For a full list of Monday’s 67 signed 
bills, visit the governor’s website.

(Continued from Page 1)

Governor signs bills

fully installed and tested, 
along with all grinder sta-
tions installed. Wessler 
Engineering’s Levi Mor-
rison noted that grouting, 
filling the casing with sand, 
carrier pipes underneath the 
railroad and manhole lining 
is what’s left to complete.

Additionally, Brown said 
the new truck will need new 
tires before winter. 

Morrison also suggest-
ed that the RSD and VTF 
Excavation should look into 
having the Wells County 
Highway Department chip 
and seal all the roads in 
Kingsland for a new road 
surface. Morrison men-
tioned that the current state 
of the roads is “inadequate,” 
and a conversation with 
Highway Supervisor Shawn 
Bonar suggested that they 

would be interested in the 
project.

There were eight SRF 
claims approved by the 
RSD. The biggest claim 
was paid to VTF total-
ing $874,909. Three of 
these were for recording 
fees, which total $433. 
Two $2,700 claims were 
also approved, one for 
Brown’s acquir ing of 
easement payments while 

he was part-time and one 
for preparation of grinder 
easements. An SRF claim 
paid to Choice One Engi-
neering totalled $1,840, 
while another claim paid 
We s s l e r  E n g i n e e r i n g 
$12,127. 

Leon Berning, Bruce 
Stinson and Jon Shady were 
also present at Monday’s 
meeting.

jonathan@news-banner.com
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duct operations in the region 
and beyond,” a recent Unit-
ed Nations report on al-Qai-
da said.

Est imates  provided 
to the U.N. put AQAP’s 
total forces as numbering 
between 3,000 and 4,000 
active fighters and passive 
members. The group raises 
money by robbing banks 
and money exchange shops, 
as well as smuggling weap-
ons, counterfeiting curren-
cies and ransom operations, 
according to the U.N.

Al-Batarfi took over as 
the head of the branch in 
February 2020. He suc-
ceeded leader Qassim al-
Rimi, who was killed by a 
U.S. drone strike ordered 
by then-President Don-
ald Trump. Al-Rimi had 
claimed responsibility for 
the 2019 attack at the U.S. 
Naval Air Station Pensacola 
in which a Saudi aviation 
trainee killed three Ameri-
can sailors.

Under al-Batarfi, AQAP 
fell further under the influ-
ence of al-Qaida fighter 
Saif al-Adl, now believed to 
have led the militant group 
after the killing of Ayman 

al-Zawahiri in a U.S. drone 
strike in Afghanistan in 
2022. That came as Yemen 
has been locked in a war 
between the Houthi rebels, 
who hold the capital, Sanaa, 
and a Saudi-led coalition 
backing the country’s exiled 
government based in Aden.

“Since 2020, Saif al-Adel 
has been able to convince 
al-Batarfi of his strategic 
approach, focused on con-
fronting Western states and 
their allies in Yemen — the 
Saudi-led coalition, the 
Aden-based government, 
the United Arab Emirates 
and its allies — rather than 
confronting the Iranian-
backed Houthi movement,” 
a 2023 report by the Sanaa 
Center for Strategic Studies 
said.

Al-Adl is believed to be 
in Iran, part of a longtime 
al-Qaida presence in the 
Islamic Republic. That’s 
long been denied by Tehran 
but backed up by documents 
seized in the 2011 U.S. raid 
in Pakistan that killed bin 
Laden, who orchestrated the 
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on 
the U.S.

Al-Batarfi’s ties to al-
Adl had strained relations in 

AQAP, experts say. Howev-
er, it has seen the militants 
become armed with bomb-
carrying drones — some-
thing the Houthis now use 
to target shipping in the Red 
Sea amid the Israel-Hamas 
war in the Gaza Strip.

AQAP “deve loped 
unmanned aerial systems 
capabilities, establishing a 
specialized drone unit, with 
operational training from 
the Houthis,” a U.N. report 
from January says. “It prior-
itizes liberating its prisoners 
to replenish ranks; in Sep-
tember, the Houthis released 
several AQAP members and 
explosives experts.”

The Shiite Zaydi Houthis 
have previously denied 
working with AQAP, a 
Sunni extremist group. 
However, AQAP targeting 
of the Houthis has dropped 
in recent years while the 
militants continue to attack 
Saudi-led coalition forces.

Yemen’s history and 
tribal structure long has 
seen alliances rapidly shift, 
something its late strong-
man President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh referred to as “danc-
ing on the heads of snakes.”

Al-Batarfi,  born in 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, trav-
eled to Afghanistan in 1999 
and fought alongside the 
Taliban during the U.S.-led 
invasion. He joined AQAP 
in 2010 and led forces in 
taking over Yemen’s Abyan 
province, according to the 
U.S.

In 2015, he was freed 
after an AQAP raid that 
saw the militants capture 
Mukalla, the capital of 
Yemen’s largest province, 
Hadramawt, amid the chaos 
of the war. A photo at the 
time showed al-Awlaki with 
a Kalashnikov rifle, posing 
inside a government palace 
there.

AQAP was later pushed 
out of Mukalla but has con-
tinued attacks and been the 
target of a U.S. drone strike 
campaign since the admin-
istration of then-President 
George W. Bush.

In 2020, there had been 
claims that al-Bartafi had 
been detained, which later 
were denied. In 2021, he 
appeared in a militant video 
and referred to the Jan. 6 
riot at the U.S. Capitol as 
“only the tip of the iceberg 
of what will come to them, 
God willing.”

Khalid al-Batarfi
(Continued from Page 1)
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INCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 4:35 p.m., All 

American Airplane. Caller 
reported a check was found 
while cleaning.

Friday, 4:44 p.m., 900 
block of South Mulberry 
Street. Report of issue with 
custody exchange.

Friday, 5:53 p.m., 300 
block of West Wiley Ave-
nue. Caller requested offi-
cer to stand by for custody 
exchange.

Saturday, 1:09 a.m., 
South Main and East Wash-
ington streets. Driver cited 
for distracted driving.

Saturday, 2:35 p.m., PNC. 
Caller reported ATM ate 
their card.

Saturday, 2:46 p.m., Beth 
Avenue and Central Ave-
nue. Report of dog dragging 
leash.

Saturday, 4:48 p.m., 100 
block of East Arnold Street. 
Report of domestic issue. 
Hansen Mechling arrested 
for battery and strangulation.

Saturday, 8:56 p.m., 100 
block of Willowbrook Trail. 
Officer attempted to serve 
warrant and noted new own-
ers live at this location.

Saturday, 11:03 p.m., 
West Spring Street and Clark 
Avenue. Report of kids run-
ning across the road.

Sunday, 12:28 a.m., East 
100 South and South Adams 
Street. Report of a white 
pickup truck sitting in con-
struction area with lights on, 
found it suspicious. Just a 
guy doing his job.

Sunday, 4:22 p.m., 100 
block of East Arnold Street. 
Caller requested to get her 
sons items.

Sunday, 5:53 p.m., 500 
block of Eastmoor Drive. 
Report of a man being 
aggressive.

Monday, 12:37 p.m., 100 
block of Capri Court. Caller 
stated he called 911 when 
he realized his phone wasn’t 
working properly due to 
issue with phone towers and 
got disconnected.

County:
Friday, 3:30 p.m., Wells 

County Jail. Subject request-
ed a citizen complaint form 
for his attorney to fill out 
regarding a traffic stop.

Friday, 3:56 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Two warrants 
served to Tristen Root.

Friday, 4:38 p.m., 2500 
West 800 North, Markle. 
Caller reported man in gray 
car asking about cable TV 
and for credit card info. 
Man left and no one match-
ing description located in the 
area.

Saturday, 9:49 a.m., S.R. 
124 and North 500 West, 
Markle. Report of two dogs 
in the road. One dog trans-

ported to shelter, unable to 
locate his accomplice.

Saturday, 1:40 p.m., 300 
East 200 North, Bluffton. 
Subject warned for soliciting 
without permit.

Saturday, 4:11 p.m., 
South 400 West and S.R. 
124, Liberty Center. Driver 
pulled over to clean up a 
Diet Mountain Dew gone 
wrong.

Saturday, 5:05 p.m., S.R. 
218 and South 100 East, 
Poneto. Driver cited for 
speeding 93 in a 55 mph 
zone.

Sunday, 4:35 a.m., All 
American Airplane Express. 
Employee requested subject 
be removed.

Sunday, 12:40 p.m., 1135 
West Wiley Avenue, Bluff-
ton. Search warrant for DNA 
on Michael Barnes conduct-
ed.

Sunday, 5:27 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Warrant served 
to Keenan Maxwell at the 
jail.

Monday, 11:33 a.m., 
Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to Cloyd C. Wayne 
Crow Sr.

Ossian:
Saturday, 12:11 p.m., 

1000 North Meridian Road, 
Ossian. Report of subjects 
on property without permis-
sion.

Saturday, 6:27 p.m., 3700 
East 1200 North, Ossian. 
Report of subject mak-
ing threats against neigh-
bor, threats were recorded. 
Michael Mock issued war-
rant for intimidation, a Class 
A misdemeanor.

Sunday, 10:30 p.m., 
All American Ossian Deli. 
Report of scam calls regard-
ing gift cards.

ARRESTS
Tristen Thomas Root, 39, 

Fort Wayne; two counts of 
confinement, a Level 3 felo-
ny, strangulation, two counts 
of domestic battery — seri-
ous bodily injury, both Level 
6 felonies, and strangulation 
— aggravated, a Level 6 fel-
ony, and two counts of inva-
sion of privacy, a Class A 
misdemeanor. No bond set.

Hansen Jacob Mechling, 
30, Bluffton; strangulation, 
a Level 6 felony, and domes-
tic battery, a Class A misde-
meanor. Bond set at $50,000.

Jon David Baumgart-
ner, 48, Bluffton; criminal 
mischief and gives a false 
report of the commission of 
a crime, both Class A mis-
demeanors, and deception 
— identity, a Level 6 felony. 
Bond set at $8,000.

Alyssa Renae Reisgies, 
24, Fort Wayne; operating a 
vehicle with an ACE of .15 
or more, a Class A misde-
meanor and operating while 
intoxicated — endanger-
ment, a Class A misdemean-
or. Bond set at $1,500.

Keenan Dakota Maxwell, 
25, Ossian; possession of 
marijuana, a Class A mis-
demeanor, and possession 
of paraphernalia, a Class C 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$2,000.

Rony Aroldo Hernandez-
Cortez, 23, Fort Wayne; false 
identity statement, a Class 
A misdemeanor, and operat-
ing without ever obtaining 
a license, a Class C misde-
meanor. Bond set at $2,000.

Cloyd CW Crow, 53, Fort 
Wayne; driving while sus-
pended — prior suspension 
within 10 years, a Class A 
misdemeanor.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian 

Journal publishes “basic” obitu-
aries free of charge for “local” 
deaths. “Basic” obituaries will 
include the deceased’s name, age, 
community of record, date and 
place of death, basic genealogical 
information, the date, time and 
location of calling hours and ser-
vices and the name of the funeral 
home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/
or a photo is desired to be includ-
ed, or if the deceased does not 
meet the definitions of a “local” 
person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will pro-
vide details on the policy and will 
coordinate obituary publication. 

Police NotebookOBITUARIES

2024-2025 
Kindergarten 
Registration 

Bluffton-Harrison 
Elementary School 

1:00pm - 6:30pm 
Wednesday, March 13

All students age 5 by August 1, 2024, are 
eligible to attend kindergarten in the fall.

BHMSD welcomes incoming students and 
families from all area school districts.

For More Information: 
www.bhmsd.org 

Office: (260) 824-0333

Select 
Screening Dates 

 
Pre-Register 

for Kindergarten

Meet the 
Administrators 

 
Ask 

Questions

Join the BHMSD Family!
WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

Topp notch tax service

Dean (Chip) Topp, CPA
chip@toppcpa.com

Mon-Friday 8-5; Sat 8-12
Call for evening appointments

159 N. Jefferson St., Berne, IN 46711
260-589-8778

• Individual Taxes

• Corporation Taxes

• Partnership Taxes

• Bookkeeping & Payroll

• Property Taxes

• Quickbook ProAdvisor

Jed L. Kline, 79, of Decatur, 
passed away Wednesday eve-
ning, March 6, 2024, at Adams 
Memorial Hospital. 

He was born on Sept. 27, 
1944, in Bluffton, the son of the 
late Herbert H. and Aldine W. 
(Curry) Kline.

He worked for the Decatur 
Street Department for nearly 
40 years. He also farmed for 
Paul Reidenbach for many 
years and enjoyed gardening 
and being outdoors.

Jed is survived by his son, Matthew J. 
(Stephanie) Kline of McBain, Michigan; his 
sister, Debra M. (Steve) Neiferd of Deca-
tur; his close friend, Sara Jean Hinkledire 

of Decatur; and four grandchil-
dren, Fiona, Lydia, Dakota and 
Sophia Kline.

He was also preceded in 
death by his stepfather, Jimmie 
G. Harkless; a brother, Neal K. 
Kline.

A funeral service will be held 
at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, March 12, 
2024, at Haggard-Hirschy & Zelt 
Funeral Home, with visitation 
two hours before the service 
from noon to 2 p.m. Pastor Ernie 

Suman will be officiating. 
Burial will take place in Oakland Cem-

etery in Craigville.
Memorials may be made to the United 

Way of Adams County.

Jed Kline, 79

James Karlton Hill, 76, of 
Decatur, passed away Sunday, 
March 10, 2024, at his resi-
dence. 

He was born on July 19, 1947, 
in Fort Wayne, to the late Voyle 
and Marcile (Walters) Hill. On 
June 3, 1972, Jim married Rosie 
Braun.

Jim attended St. Mary of the 
Assumption Catholic Church. He 
served his Country in the U.S. 
Army Reserves. He was also a 
member of the Masonic Lodge 571 F & 
AM, Fort Wayne Valley of the Scottish Rite 
32 Degree, and served as board Secretary 
for the Adams Central Scholarship Foun-
dation. 

Jim was a farmer for most of his life but 
also had a variety of employment oppor-
tunities. He worked for 17.5 years at Inter-
national Harvester, Fleetwood of Indiana, 
Appraisal Research Corp, was elected Kirk-
land Township Trustee, and the Adams 
County Auditor and Treasurer, both offic-
es for two terms, RCIS Crop Insurance 13 
years, and sold seed for Garst Seed Co. for 
29 years.

He loved his family and enjoyed watch-
ing his grandchildren in sports and school 
activities. Jim coached little league for both 
boys and girls for 21 years. He was a lov-

ing, caring husband and father, 
and an honest and hardwork-
ing man, hoping to pass these 
traits to the next generation.

Jim is survived by his wife of 
51 years, Rosie Hill of Decatur; 
three daughters, Christy (Steve) 
Biberstine of Decatur, Becky 
(Ben) Joseph of Grabill, and 
Jenny (Ben) Wagner of Bluffton; 
grandchildren, Kaitlyn, Avery 
and Jayla Biberstine, Ethan and 
Carson Joseph, and Abby, Adri-

enne and Ainsley Wagner.
He was preceded in death by two broth-

ers, Stanley and Richard Hill.
Visitation will be held from 2-7 p.m. 

on Friday, March 15, 2024, at Haggard-
Hirschy & Zelt Funeral Home and also 
from 9-10 a.m. on Saturday, March 16, 
2024, at the funeral home. 

A Masonic Service will be held at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, March 15, 2024, at Haggard-
Hirschy & Zelt Funeral Home. A Funeral 
Liturgy will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 16, 2024, also at the funeral home, 
burial will follow in St. Joseph Catholic 
Cemetery with Military Honors by Ameri-
can Legion Post 43 Color Guard.

Memorials may be given to the Monroe 
Youth League, Shriners Hospital, or Deca-
tur Masonic Lodge F & AM 571.

James Karlton Hill, 76

Betty J. LeMaster, 99, of 
Ossian, passed away on 
Wednesday, March 6, 2024. 
She was born July 4, 1924 to 
the late John and Ialean (Deel) 
Isnogle. 

Betty enjoyed being a home-
maker. She loved cooking, 
canning food, gardening of 
all kinds, sewing and making 
crafts that eventually made 
their way to the Huntington 
Pioneer Festival. 

Betty is survived by her sons, Jim (Beth-
any “Dee”) LeMaster of Keystone and Jack 
LeMaster of Fort Wayne; grandchildren, 
Lance (Patti) LeMaster of Decatur, Laura 
(Ryan) Lenwell of Berne, Leah (Kyle) Hunt 
of Bluffton, Lyle (Sarah) LeMaster of St. 
Cloud, Fla., Jerrie (Brian) Williams of Con-
neautville, Pa., Julie Boroff of Convoy, 
Ohio, and Elaine Schwartz of Woodburn, 

Ind.; 15 great-grandchildren; 
and six great-great-grandchil-
dren with one more on the way. 

She was also preceded in 
passing by her husband of 70 
years, Donald LeMaster; and 
siblings, Margaret Wilson and 
Rolland Isnogle. 

A funeral service for Betty will 
be held at 3:00 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 13, 2024 at Elzey-
Patterson-Rodak Funeral Home, 
120 West Mill Street, Ossian, 

Indiana 46777, with visitation beginning 
at 1:00 p.m.Burial to follow the service at 
Oak Lawn Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions in Betty’s name 
can be made to Living Water United 
Church.

Condolences and memories may be 
shared at www.elzey-patterson-rodak.
com.

Betty J. LeMaster, 99

Juanita P. Russell, 92, of 
Bluffton, passed away Monday 
morning, March 11, 2024, at 
River Terrace Retirement Com-
munity. 

Juanita was born in Bluffton 
on Aug. 18, 1931, to Armer and 
Mabel (Scott) Brown. She mar-
ried Arthur “Jack” Russell in Fiat 
on July 10, 1948. Jack preceded 
her in death on May 6, 1990. 

Juanita attended Pennville 
High School and later became 
a laboratory technician at the Caylor–Nick-
el Clinic in Bluffton. She was a homemaker, 
and later volunteered at the Caylor–Nickel 
Clinic for several years. She attended the 
Bluffton Wesleyan Chapel. She enjoyed 
playing games, Bingo, Rummy and espe-
cially UNO. She loved going to Cracker 
Barrell, and spending time with her family. 
Juanita was full of laughter and always left 
smiles on the faces of those around her.

Survivors include a daughter, Susan 
(Tom) Arnold of Shelbyville; a son, Randy 

“Joe” (Crystal) Russell of Ossian; 
10 grandchildren, Sandy, Jenny, 
Josie, Nicky, Nate, Jamie, Tera, 
Lindsey, Amber, and Sara; 24 
great-grandchildren; and three 
great-great-grandchildren, with 
another one on the way.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, Juanita was pre-
ceded in death by two sons, 
Rodney and Steven Russell; four 
sisters, Marilyn Meade, LaVina 
Davis, Lois Brickley, and Carolyn 

Young; and a brother, Richard Brown.
Visitation will be held on Thursday, Mar. 

14, 2024, from 3:00 until 7:00 p.m., at 
Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial Cha-
pel in Bluffton. Services will be held Friday, 
Mar. 15, 2024, at 11:00 a.m., at the funer-
al home, with one hour of visitation prior 
to the service. Burial will follow at Fairview 
Cemetery in Bluffton. 

Memorial contributions in memory 
of Juanita may be made to Alzheimer’s 
Foundation of America.

Juanita P. Russell, 92
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We need reminded 
about shopping local

The cutline on last Monday’s Page 
1 News-Banner is what caught my eye 
right away.

“Cutline” is a bit of journalism 
jargon that you only hear around a 
newsroom. It’s a fancy word for a cap-
tion — the words that we write under 
a picture in the newspaper to explain 
what’s happening in the image that the 
photographer captured.

The cutline’s first two words were 
the ones that caught my attention: 
Shopping local. 

Those two words were in boldface type next to an 
image that my colleague Holly Gaskill took March 2 
at the Small Town Formal Event Expo that was held at 
the Wells County Chamber of Commerce and Visitors 
Centre.

Shopping local. 
It’s a charge that we try to promote as often as pos-

sible to support the businesses in and around Wells 
County that in turn pour so much back into our com-
munity. 

My dentist, eye doctor, physician and barber are in 
Bluffton. When I need my lawnmower and snowblower 
serviced, I head to Bluffton’s north side to drop them 
off. 

Up until Masterson’s closed several years ago, all of 
my sport coats, suits, dress shirts and ties came from 
there thanks to Dick Mayer’s uncanny ability to always 
help me pick out the best shirt-tie combo. I do my bank-
ing in Bluffton. The list could go on and on.

One of the many benefits of shopping local is how 
personalized the customer care always is — a fact that I 
was reminded of these past two weeks as my wife and I 
shopped for a new chair.

We started our search outside of town, as it was late 
on a Saturday afternoon and the only stores that were 
still open were located in our neighboring city to the 
north.

My wife has to have surgery this spring that we were 
not expecting; she’ll need a power reclining chair for 
several weeks as she recovers from the procedure since 
lying down in a bed won’t be possible.

We haven’t quite reached that stage in our lives 
where we need a power recliner to help us sit back and 
relax and then get up. After sitting in several of these 
power recliners earlier this month, however, I think I 
have fast-forwarded to the stage of life where I like this 
luxury. 

Our 110-pound golden retriever is petrified of the 
chair, but I’ll save that story for another day.

We found the chair we liked but soon discovered that 
neither store we visited had it in stock. One store said it 
might be in within a month but that the business could 
not guarantee anything; the second store said it would 
likely be much longer but might be able to sell us the 
model off the floor. 

A week later and after several promises to call me 
back that always ended up with me calling the store 
back, we still didn’t have a chair for Jen’s impending 
surgery.

By this point, we knew what we should have done all 
along but didn’t — shop in Bluffton, which is of course 
where my family has shopped for furniture since long 
before I was born. 

We found the same chair we had picked out at the 
other stores, and the employees were glad to sell it to us 
off the floor. To say we appreciated their kindness and 
courtesy is an understatement. 

Shopping local. You can’t beat it. 
Our sense of urgency to get a chair quickly on a 

Saturday afternoon due to Jen’s upcoming surgery 
ended up causing us way more problems than had we 
just waited to shop local.

Lesson learned. 
You won’t see us shopping for furniture anywhere 

else but on Bluffton’s north side. And we may be in the 
market for another one of those power recliners much 
sooner than I expected for only being in my early 40s.

jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

Justin
 Peeper

Joe Biden will never be normal again
Joe Biden won the normality test in 2020. 
There wasn’t anything remarkable about him. He 

just seemed like a steady hand who had been around 
for a while, who didn’t look or sound like a radical, 
and who knew how Washington worked. 

He wasn’t the leader of a movement, wasn’t char-
ismatic and wasn’t particularly witty or well-spoken. 
He was, in fact, completely uninteresting and utterly 
conventional. He was just the most normal guy in the 
room. 

He benefited from a favorable contrast with the 
magnetic, endlessly interesting, constantly outra-
geous, norm-busting President Trump, whose theatri-
cal and chaotic governance made him vulnerable to a 
basement campaign run by a candidate happy, in ice-
cream terms, to be vanilla to Trump’s rocky road. 

If Democrats hope to rerun the 2020 campaign, 
they will once again have plenty of material to work 
with against Trump, who provides more of it on a reg-
ular basis. It’s the other side of the equation that’s the 
problem — the supposed safe alternative is AWOL 
and never coming back. 

That erstwhile Joe Biden, the generic, broadly 
acceptable president, didn’t survive contact with the 
reality of his presidency. 

Of course, he destroyed his reputation as the steady 
hand with his disastrous mishandling of Afghanistan. 
It’s not just that he kneecapped our allies and aban-
doned Americans — all accompanied by Fall of Sai-
gon — like images of chaos and desperation on the 
ground — but that he insisted everything was fine. 

After this, it was impossible to look at Biden the 
same, and indeed his approval rating has never recov-
ered.

Maybe you could say that he was dealt a bad hand 
in Afghanistan, or, after 20 years, the intervention had 
to end one way or the other. 

The border, however, is even more damning. 
Biden took a situation that was under control, blew 
it up, refused to readjust when the consequences 
became obvious, insisted that the crisis wasn’t a crisis 
as it began to be felt all over the country, and engaged 
in implausible blame-shifting — all because he was 
beholden to a new, radical ideology hostile to borders 
as such. 

This wasn’t moderate or competent. And 
it certainly wasn’t normal. 

Even if Biden’s record were unassailable, 
the way he walks and speaks now would 
make it impossible for him to be a nothing-
to-see-here conventional politician again. 

We have never in the modern media age 
witnessed a president this infirm. It is not 
what anyone expects from the president of 
the United States, a role associated with 
vigor, energy and very often youth. 

Watching Biden mumble through 
speeches, get confused about his stage 
directions, mix up names and old memo-
ries, and walk so stiffly and awkwardly that he seems 
at risk of stumbling or falling at any time is deeply 
unsettling. 

A president is supposed to reassure the public with 
his bearing and words; Biden now largely does the 
opposite. 

For most people, he doesn’t even meet the most 
basic standard of seeming capable of performing 
his duties for the entirety of his term in office if he’s 
reelected. Indeed, that Biden will serve as president 
until January 2029 may be among the most preposter-
ous things a major political party has ever asked the 
American public to believe. 

Democrats will take comfort from the president’s 
fiery State of the Union performance, but Biden 
shouting his way through an extensively rehearsed 
speech on a teleprompter didn’t make him seem any 
younger and won’t allay the well-founded concerns 
about his age. 

In the latest New York Times poll, 71% of people 
agree strongly or somewhat that Biden is “just too old 
to be president.” This is unprecedented territory, and 
is politically perilous when you hope to be the default 
candidate arrayed against an unacceptable alternative.

Donald Trump, who in so many ways is an out-
lier in American politics, is now matched up against 
another outlier. The normality advantage that Biden 
enjoyed in 2020 is gone, and defeating his Republican 
adversary has, accordingly, gotten that much more 
difficult. 

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry

Are voters recoiling against disorder?
The headlines coming 

out of the Super Tuesday 
primaries have got it right. 
Barring cataclysmic chang-
es, Donald Trump and Joe 
Biden will be the Republi-
can and Democratic nomi-
nees for president in 2024. 

With Nikki Haley’s 
withdrawal, there will be no 
more significantly contested 
primaries or caucuses — 
the earliest both parties’ 
races have been over since 
something like the current 
primary-dominated system was put in 
place in 1972.

The primary results have spot-
lighted some of both nominees’ 
weaknesses.

Donald Trump lost high-income, 
high-educated constituencies, includ-
ing the entire metro area — aka the 
Swamp. Many but by no means all 
Haley votes there were cast by Biden 
Democrats. Trump can’t afford to 
lose too many of the others in target 
states like Pennsylvania and Michi-
gan.

Majorities and large minorities 
of voters in overwhelmingly Latino 
counties in Texas’s Rio Grande 
Valley and some in Houston voted 
against Joe Biden, and even more 
against Senate nominee Rep. Colin 
Allred (D-Texas).

Returns from Hispanic precincts in 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts 
show the same thing. Biden can’t 
afford to lose too many Latino votes in 
target states like Arizona and Georgia.

When Trump rode down that esca-
lator in 2015, commentators assumed 
he’d repel Latinos. Instead, Latino 
voters nationally, and especially the 
closest eyewitnesses of Biden’s open-
border policy, have been trending 
heavily Republican.

High-income liberal Democrats 
may sport lawn signs proclaiming, 
“In this house, we believe ... no 
human is illegal.” The logical con-
sequence of that belief is an open 
border. But modest-income folks in 
border counties know that flows of 
illegal immigrants result in disorder, 

disease and crime.
There is plenty of 

impatience with increased 
disorder in election returns 
below the presidential level. 
Consider Los Angeles 
County, America’s largest 
county, with nearly 10 mil-
lion people, more people 
than 40 of the 50 states. 
It voted 71% for Biden in 
2020.

Current returns show 
county District Attorney 

George Gascon winning 
only 21% of the vote in the nonpar-
tisan primary. He’ll apparently face 
Republican Nathan Hochman, a critic 
of his liberal policies, in November.

Gascon, elected after the May 
2020 death of counterfeit-passing sus-
pect George Floyd in Minneapolis, is 
one of many county prosecutors sup-
ported by billionaire George Soros. 
His policies include not charging 
juveniles as adults, not seeking higher 
penalties for gang membership or use 
of firearms and bringing fewer misde-
meanor cases.

The predictable result has been 
increased car thefts, burglaries 
and personal robberies. Some 120 
assistant district attorneys have left 
the office, and there’s a backlog of 
10,000 unprosecuted cases.

More than a dozen other Soros-
backed and similarly liberal prosecu-
tors have faced strong opposition or 
have left office.

St. Louis prosecutor Kim Gardner 
resigned last May amid lawsuits seek-
ing her removal, Milwaukee’s John 
Chisholm retired in January, and Bal-
timore’s Marilyn Mosby was defeated 
in July 2022 and convicted of perjury 
in September 2023. Last November, 
Loudoun County, Virginia, voters 
(62% Biden) ousted liberal Buta 
Biberaj, who declined to prosecute a 
transgender student for assault, and 
in June 2022 voters in San Francisco 
(85% Biden) recalled famed radical 
Chesa Boudin.

Similarly, this Tuesday, voters in 
San Francisco passed ballot measures 
strengthening police powers and 

requiring treatment of drug-addicted 
welfare recipients.

In retrospect, it appears the Floyd 
video, appearing after three months 
of COVID-19 confinement, sparked a 
frenzied, even crazed reaction, espe-
cially among the highly educated and 
articulate. One fatal incident was seen 
as proof that America’s “systemic 
racism” was worse than ever and that 
police forces should be defunded and 
perhaps abolished.

2020 was “the year America went 
crazy,” I wrote in January 2021, a 
year in which police funding was 
actually cut by Democrats in New 
York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Seattle and Denver. A year in which 
young New York Times staffers 
claimed they were endangered by 
the publication of Sen. Tom Cotton’s 
(R-Ark.) opinion article advocating 
calling in military forces if necessary 
to stop rioting, as had been done in 
Detroit in 1967 and Los Angeles in 
1992. A craven Times publisher even 
fired the editorial page editor for run-
ning the article.

Evidence of visible and tangible 
discontent with increasing violence 
and its consequences — barren and 
locked shelves in Manhattan chain 
drugstores, skyrocketing carjackings 
in Washington, D.C. — is as unmis-
takable in polls and election results as 
it is in daily life in large metropolitan 
areas. Maybe 2024 will turn out to be 
the year even liberal America stopped 
acting crazy.

The disorder in America’s metro-
politan centers and wreaked by illegal 
and un-deported immigrants on the 
border and as far afield as Athens, 
Georgia, seems to be politically over-
shadowing the sickening disorder 
wreaked by Trump supporters and 
tolerated if not encouraged by Trump 
himself.

Chaos and disorder work against 
incumbents, as they did in 1968 when 
Democrats saw their party’s popular 
vote fall from 61% to 43%. It’s unfor-
tunate there’s not a more fitting politi-
cal beneficiary of any such recoil than 
Trump.
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Michael
Barone

Which version of Joe Biden did you observe 
at the State of the Union speech?

The one portrayed by CNN?
Or the one portrayed by Fox News?

By The Associated Press
Today is Tuesday, March 

12, the 72nd day of 2024. 
There are 294 days left in 
the year.

Today’s highlight in his-
tory: On March 12, 1955, 
legendary jazz saxophonist 
Charlie “Bird” Parker died 
in New York at age 34.

On this date:
In 1864, Lt. Gen. Ulysses 

S. Grant assumed command 
as General-in-Chief of the 
Union armies in the Civil War.

In 1912, the Girl Scouts 
of the USA had its begin-
nings as Juliette Gordon 
Low of Savannah, Georgia, 
founded the first American 
troop of the Girl Guides.

In 1925, Chinese revolu-
tionary leader Sun Yat-sen 
died in Beijing.

In 1947, President Harry 
S. Truman announced what 
became known as the “Tru-

man Doctrine” to help 
Greece and Turkey resist 
Communism.

In 1971, Hafez Assad 
was confirmed as president 
of Syria in a referendum.

In 1980, a Chicago jury 
found John Wayne Gacy Jr. 
guilty of the murders of 33 
men and boys. (The next 
day, Gacy was sentenced to 
death; he was executed in 
May 1994.)

In 1987, the musical play 
“Les Miserables” opened on 
Broadway.

In 2003, Elizabeth Smart, 
the 15-year-old girl who 
vanished from her bedroom 
nine months earlier, was 
found alive in a Salt Lake 
City suburb with two drift-
ers, Brian David Mitchell 
and Wanda Barzee. (Mitch-
ell is serving a life sentence; 
Barzee was released from 
prison in September 2018.)
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A rundown of brain bashing and boosting foods
Also: Reducing your cancer risk

Question: I’m trying to convince my 
father (age 68) to adopt a healthier 
diet. If he hears it will help protect his 
brain, I might be able to get him to stick 
with it. Suggestions please. — Gregory 
T., Baltimore

Answer: Becoming healthier in brain 
and body shouldn’t be just about giving 
up things you enjoy eating. So, here’s 
a rundown of the most brain-damaging 
foods and a menu of tasty, brain-
empowering choices.

• Red and processed meat and full-fat 
dairy are linked to elevated cholesterol, 
body-wide, brain-damaging 
inflammation, and an increased risk 
of poor circulation (in the brain), 
according to the Cleveland Clinic.

The MIND Diet — aka the 
Mediterranean-DASH Diet 
Intervention for Neurodegenerative 
Delay — eliminates red meats and 
dairy in favor of a plant-based diet 
that limits animal protein to fish and 
poultry. When study participants fully 
embraced the MIND diet, they had a 
53 percent lower rate of Alzheimer’s 
disease compared with those with the 
lowest adherence to the diet. Find info 
on a brain-lovin’ diet at iHerb.com’s 
blog, “Brain Power.” And explore the 
40 ways to protect your brain that are 
explained on LongevityPlaybook.com.

• Anything with added sugar, 
especially fructose, is bad for brain 
health. So are artificial sweeteners. A 
study out of Boston University found 
that having more than two sugary 
drinks a day dimmed a person’s 
memory by 11 years! Another study 
published in the journal Stroke found 
that having artificially sweetened 
drinks significantly increases the risk 
of stroke and dementia. If you want a 
sweet drink, opt for a berry  smoothie 
or enjoy a mint iced tea.

• Fried foods contribute to 
inflammation of the neurons in the 
brain and are linked to increased 
anxiety and depression, according to a 
study in PNAS. This may be because 
they trigger inflammation and changes 
in the gut biome. If you like the crunchy 
texture of fried foods, try cooking 
oven-roasted veggies and crispy corn 
tortillas, and enjoying fresh, crunchy 
celery and carrot sticks.

* * *
Question: It’s exciting to hear about 

all the new ways to treat cancer but I 
heard that while cancer deaths are 
decreasing diagnoses are increasing 
a lot. What can I do to avoid getting 
cancer in the first place? — Lanie P., 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Answer: There have been astounding 
strides made in treating cancers — with 
immunotherapy and other innovations. 
But, in contrast, there are an increasing 
number of cases of six of the top 10 
cancers. In 2024, it’s projected that 
more than 2 million folks will be 
diagnosed — and more and more often 
they’re young and middle-aged adults.

The reasons for the increase in 
cancer cases involve individual and 
environmental factors. A diet loaded 
with added sugar, added syrups, and 
stripped carbs contributes to both 
overweight/obesity and increased 
cancer risk. Cancers related to obesity, 
such as cancer of the pancreas, kidney 
and postmenopausal breast cancer, are 
increasing.

Certain environmental chemicals 
like PFAs/PFOAs (forever chemicals) 
and toxins in plastics, as well as 
microplastic pollution also may play a 
role.

So, what can you do to reduce 
your risk? It starts with eliminating 
inflammatory foods from your diet, 
including red and processed meat, 
saturated fats, added sugars/syrups 
and artificial preservatives, colorings, 
and texturizers. Opt for fresh produce. 
Choose wild salmon and skinless 
poultry. Drink plain tea, black coffee 
and water.

Healthy sleep habits and smart stress 
management also lower inflammation 
and reduce your cancer risk. So, 
exercise, meditate, sleep in a dark, cool 
room with no digital devices and keep 
a regular sleep schedule.

Exercise is also a powerful cancer-
fighting tool. Aim for 150 to 300 
minutes of physical activity and two 
30-minute strength-building sessions 
weekly.

Avoid environmental pollutants 
— don’t handle register receipts or 
buy upholstered furniture that is stain 
resistant (that’s from forever chemicals) 
and opt for glass not plastic in products 
you buy and as storage containers.

If you embrace these healthy options, 
you will have a younger RealAge or 
ActualAge and live disease — and 
disability-free much longer.

Sorry I missed the col-
umn last week as I was in 
the hospital. Seems my 
blood count was low. I first 
went to Parkview emer-
gency in Huntington where 
they discovered the prob-
lem but they didn’t have 
my blood on hand, as it is 
a weird type, so they trans-
ferred me to Parkview 
North where I stayed from 
Sunday evening until 
Thursday afternoon. After 
giving me blood and iron, 
they felt I was able to go 
home and now I am getting 
back to my regular routine. 
Thanks to all of you who 
visited and prayed for me. 
However, with all the tests, 
they did not find the source 
of the blood loss!

The Zanesville Commu-
nity Church of God’s Cof-
fee Cafe is still open every 
weekday morning for any-
one to attend. The time is 
from 7:30 to 10 a.m. and the 
church is on Marzane Road.

You may have missed 
some of the Men’s Lenten 
Breakfasts but there is still 
one more on Saturday, 
March 23, at the Tower Life 
Center here in town. This 
will be the last one as Easter 
is March 31st.

Easter is really early 
this year and the Zanesville 
Lions have to get prepared 
for our big Easter Egg Hunt 
and Game Festival. Mark 
your calendars for Satur-
day, March 23, and bring 
the kids to the Lions Park 
for the hunt beginning at 1 
p.m. and stay for a fun time 
of table games and prizes 

until 3 p.m. Bring your fam-
ily and have a great time. 
In case of bad weather, the 
hunt and games will be held 
the Saturday, March 30.

The Zanesville Town 
Council will meet at regular 
meeting time of 6:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, March 19, at 
the Town Municipal Build-
ing on Wayne Street. All are 
welcome to attend.

I have been wanting to 
take a short drive to the 
National Veterans Memo-
rial Museum and Shrine on 
O’Day Road in Fort Wayne. 
My goal was to see the new 
monument of the Korean 
War. I remember when we 
were in Washington D.C. 
I was impressed with the 

soldier statues and now we 
have some right here in Fort 
Wayne.

I did not know, howev-
er, until reading the Senior 
Living that one of those 
is Zanesville’s own Gary 
Sink. Gary lives a mile west 
of town and he was serious-
ly injured and left for dead. 
He was awarded the Pur-
ple Heart. The face on the 
statue of the soldier being 
helped is that of Gary! 
Assisting him to walk is 
PFC William Walters who 
was assigned to the 506 
Motor Pool in Korea. Now I 
definitely want to see these 
statues in person. Pick up a 
Spring Senior Living and 
read the whole story.

Zanesville News by Melba Edwards

Mehmet Oz, M.D. and Mike Roizen, M.D.

Lancaster Elementary 
teachers receive school 
supplies from Verizon

The local Verizon TCC took part in the 11th 
Teachers Rock initiative, designed to show appre-
ciation and support toward the nation;s educators, 
as they collected school supplies for a Wells County 
school.

A box of items, including pencils, notepads, 
folders, Kleenex, Clorox wipes and snacks, was 
presented to the teachers at Lancaster Elementary 
School during the week of Feb. 12-16.

The Teachers Rock Initiative began as it was 
noted that 94% of teachers in the U.S. reach into 
their own pockets to purchase classroom neces-
sities. On average, educators spend somewhere 
between $500 and $750 of their own money every 
year on school supplies.

Upcoming Events
Lunch & Learn
at Ouabache 

March 14
Ouabache State Park’s 

Lunch & Learn 2024 pro-
grams will begin on Thurs-
day, March 14, at noon at 
the Lodge by the Lake.

Program presenter will 
be Bob Mosshammer, IMN 
who will talk about “The 
Scoop on Bluebirds. Those 
attending should bring their 
own picnic lunch with des-
sert to be provided courtesy 
of Corner Depot. Sponsors 
of the programs are the 
Friends of Ouabache State 
Park. Gate fees apply and 
program donations are 
accepted.

Saint Joseph
Catholic Church 
annual Fish Fry
The Knights of Colum-

bus Council 7555 will host 
their annual Fish Fry on 
Friday, March 15 from 4:00 

to 7:00 p.m. at Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church, 1300 N. 
Main St. in Bluffton.

The menu for the drive-
through event includes 
Dan’s Fish Fry fish, cheesy 
potatoes, green beans, and 
dessert.  Prices for the din-
ner are $13 for adults and $6 
for children 12 and under.   

Proceeds will benefit the 
children of Wells County.

Civic Theatre 
offers ‘Six Degrees 

of Separation’
Next up for Fort Wayne’s 

Civic Theatre will be  “Six 
Degrees of Separation” 
from March 15-24.

There will be 7:30 p.m. 
performances on the Fridays 
and Saturdays of March 15, 
16, 22, 23 and 2 p.m. perfor-
mances on the Sundays of 
March 17, 24.

Tickets are $25 adults, 
$20 seniors and $15 for 
those 23 and younger. This 
production is rated R. To 

arrange for tickets call 260-
424-5220.

In May the Civic will be 
presenting “Jersey Boys” 
from May 4-19.

Easter Walk at
Southern Wells 

Community
Church March 17

The Southern Wells 
Community Church is host-
ing a free Easter Walk on 
Sunday, March 17, from 
5:30 to 8 p.m., at the church 
located at 9450S 300W, 
Poneto.

A 20 minute guided tour 
will take visitors to hear the  
“incredible story of Jesus 
during his final days on 
earth.”

Easter Egg
Hunt at First 

Reformed Church
First Reformed Church 

will be hosting a Commu-
nity Easter Egg Hunt on 

March 16 starting at noon.
There will a free lunch 

followed by an egg hunt for 
children ages 3-11.

The church is located at 
301 West Cherry Street in 
Bluffton.

Koomler Gallery
open house

The gallery exhibit “New 
Beginnings” will feature the 
work of artist Brian Robert-
son at the Ruth Koomler Art 
Gallery in Fort Wayne from 
March 13th to April 27th.

An opening reception 
will be held on Saturday, 
March 16, from 5 to 8 
p.m. at the gallery located 
at 1107 Broadway in Fort 
Wayne. The public is invited 
to enjoy the artwork, live 
music and refreshments.

SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight
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Call 824-0224

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Complimentary concierge services for
all of your travel planning needs.

Stephanie Hiday - Travel Specialist
260-417-7656

s.hiday@magicalvacationplanner.com

•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines

•	All	Inclusive	
Resorts

Specializing in:



At noon on Monday, the 
NFL’s free agency period 
began for all players to ink 
deals with new teams — 
and it did not disappoint.

From Saquon Barkley 
heading to the Philadelphia 
Eagles to Kirk Cousins 
heading down to Atlanta, 
big names were tossed 
around across the league.

Here are all the notable 
moves made, including free-
agent signings, re-signings, 
trades and more.

Eagles sign RB Saquon 
Barkley, DE Bryce Huff

The Philadelphia Eagles 
have agreed to contracts 
with former New York 
Giants running back Saquon 
Barkley and New York Jets 
defensive end Bryce Huff, 
according to two people 
familiar with the deals. Bar-
kley is set to sign a three-
year deal for $26 million 
guaranteed and $37.75 mil-
lion overall, while Huff is 
getting a three-year deal for 
$51 million, according to 
the people who spoke to The 
Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity because 
free agents can’t officially 
sign with new teams until 
Wednesday. Barkley ran for 
962 yards and six touch-
downs last season in 14 
seasons and had 41 catches, 
including four TDs. Huff 
has 17 1/2 career sacks, 65 
total tackles and one forced 
fumble in four seasons with 
the Jets.

QB Kirk Cousins signs 
4-year deal with Falcons

Kirk Cousins is leaving 
Minnesota for Atlanta. He 
landed another big contract 
with a well-timed foray 
into free agency. Cousins 
agreed to a four-year, $180 
million deal with $100 mil-
lion guaranteed, according 
to a person with knowledge 
of the terms. The person 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity to The Associated 
Press because the deal can’t 

be signed until Wednesday 
when the new league year 
begins. Cousins is work-
ing his way back from a 
torn Achilles tendon in his 
right foot that sidelined him 
because of injury for the 
first time in his 12-year NFL 
career.

Browns bolster D-line 
with Za’Darius Smith 

and Maurice Hurst
The Cleveland Browns 

have agreed to re-sign 
defensive end Za’Darius 
Smith and defensive tack-
le Maurice Hurst. That’s 
according to a person famil-
iar with the deals who spoke 
to The Associated Press 
on condition of anonym-
ity because the free agents 
have yet to sign the deals to 
remain in Cleveland. Both 
played significant roles on 
the Browns’ defense, which 
allowed the fewest yards in 
the NFL. Smith made 16 
starts and had 5 1/2 sacks 
and 27 tackles after joining 
the team in a May trade with 
Minnesota. The Browns also 
added a player from outside 
the organization, agreeing 
to a two-year deal with line-
backer Jordan Hicks.

Chiefs re-sign All-Pro 
DT Chris Jones

The Kansas City Chiefs 
finalized a five-year, 
$158.75 million contract 
with Chris Jones on Mon-
day, keeping the All-Pro 
tackle in the middle of their 
defensive line as they chase 
a record-setting third con-
secutive Super Bowl title. 
Jones will make $95 mil-
lion guaranteed over the 
first three years of the deal, 
a person familiar with the 
details told The Associated 
Press on Saturday night, 
when the framework for the 
agreement was put in place. 
The person spoke to the AP 
on condition of anonymity 
because the financial terms 
for one of the biggest deals 
for a defensive player in 

NFL history were not dis-
closed. Jones turns 30 in 
July.

Packers made splashes 
with RB Josh Jacobs, S 

Xavier McKinney
The Green Bay Packers 

got off to a busy start in free 
agency, agreeing to deals 
with running back Josh 
Jacobs and safety Xavier 
McKinney, and releas-
ing longtime running back 
Aaron Jones. Two people 
familiar with the deals said 
on condition of anonym-
ity that the Packers will sign 
Jacobs and McKinney at the 
start of the new league year 
on Wednesday. Green Bay 
traditionally has not been 
an aggressive team in free 
agency, but made big moves 
on the first day of the nego-
tiating window to get two of 
the top players at their posi-
tions on the open market 
and cutting ties with Jones.
Lions re-sign OL Glasgow, 
acquire CB Davis and DT 

Marcus Davenport
The Detroi t  Lions 

addressed three pressing 
needs Monday, two days 
before the new league year 
begins. Detroit agreed to 
a one-year contract with 
edge rusher Marcus Daven-
port, according to a person 
familiar with the deal who 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because it had not 
been finalized. The Lions 
also acquired cornerback 
Carlton Davis from Tampa 
Bay for a third-round draft 
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“We are Senior Citizens 
working with Senior Citizens”

Jerry Flack
Julie Myers

& 

of

Associates
101 N. Main St. Blu� ton, IN Corner of Main & Market

MARKET PLACE (UNDER 65) PLANS
TIME FOR ANY PLAN CHANGES?

Bluffton-Harrison’s Middle School pool will be 
open for lessons through the Red Cross this April.

There are two programs — the Red Cross Level 
Program and the infant/preschool program.

The Red Cross Level Program requires students 
to be fairly comfortable with the water and aged 
five years or older.

Registration night is from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Monday, March 18. The cost per student and Bluff-
ton-Harrison Township resident is $30. Per non-
resident, the cost is $40. Checks are payable to 
BHMSD.

There are two sessions. Session one is from April 
1-11 and session two is from April 15-25.

Swimming nights for the Red Cross program are 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

The infant/preschool program is for kids six 
months to four years old. If interested in this pro-
gram, swim nights are Monday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day evenings from 5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.

The goal for this program is to create “a positive 
first experience in the water to starting the founda-
tional development of basic water skills.”

For more information, contact BHMS at 260-
824-3536.

TUESDAY, MARCH 12
No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 14
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 15

TRACK & FIELD (CO-
ED): Bluffton, Norwell at Tay-
lor University Qualifier, 5:30 
p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
No events scheduled.
MONDAY, MARCH 18

No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 19
No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 21
No events scheduled.

High School Calendar

Norwell’s Middle School swim teams won the Oak 
Hill Invitational on Saturday. 

The Knights scored a 419 to claim the top spot in 
the standings. Oak Hill followed with 375 points, fol-
lowed by third place Huntington (217), fourth Lapel 
(189), fifth McCulloch (49) and sixth Wabash (41).

All of the races were and team scores were co-ed. 
Individual results were not sent.

Both teams will finish their seasons later this week 
at the Northeast 8 Middle School Conference meet 
at Cole YMCA hosted by East Noble. Diving began 
Monday, while the girls’ swim meet starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday. The boys start at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday.

By DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Basketball Writer

Houston remained atop the AP Top 25 
men’s college basketball poll for the third 
consecutive week Monday while a couple of 
the game’s traditional bluebloods made big 
jumps as they peak just in time for postseason 
play.

The Cougars received 52 of 62 first-place 
votes from a national media panel after a 
week in which they beat UCF and routed 
then-No. 14 Kansas to clinch the Big 12 regu-
lar-season title in their first year in the league. 
The three straight weeks Houston has spent at 
No. 1 matches the school’s longest run since 
the 1967-68 season.

“It’s gratifying. I’m happy for everybody,” 
said Cougars coach Kelvin Sampson, whose 
team will be the top seed in the Big 12 tour-
ney and open play on Thursday. “There’s so 
many people that have an inferiority com-
plex about, ‘We’re the University of Hous-
ton.’ This is a damn good school. We live in a 
damn good city, and we’re a damn good bas-
ketball program.”

Defending national champion UConn, the 
top seed in the Big East tourney, was sec-
ond in the poll after picking up six first-place 
votes, and Purdue — the top seed in the Big 
Ten tourney — remained at No. 3 after getting 
four first-place votes.

The big movement came in the rest of the 
top 10, where North Carolina jumped three 
spots to No. 4 after beating then-No. 9 Duke 
and Kentucky vaulted six spots to No. 9 after 
its win over then-No. 4 Tennessee.

The Tar Heels revamped their roster after 
last season’s flop from preseason No. 1 to 
missing the NCAA Tournament, and the 
changes were evident against the Blue Devils. 
Stanford transfer Harrison Ingram dominated 
the teams’ first meeting and Notre Dame 
transfer Cormac Ryan went for 31 points in 
the Tar Heels’ 84-79 victory on Saturday.

The win secured UNC’s first outright 
Atlantic Coast Conference regular-season title 
since 2017.

“I think all year, you look at certain games 
where different guys step up in different situ-
ations,” North Carolina big man Armando 
Bacot said. “We’ve got so many good guys 
that it’s a luxury.”

The Wildcats, the No. 2 seed behind the 
Vols in the Southeastern Conference Tourna-
ment, showcased their depth in a pair of wins 
last week. Reed Sheppard came off the bench 
to hit seven 3s and score 27 points in the 
85-81 win at Tennessee.

“I’ve said it before, they’re the most explo-
sive offensive team in the country,” Tennessee 
coach Rick Barnes said.

Arizona, the top seed in the Pac-12 tour-
ney, fell one spot to sixth this week and was 
followed by Iowa State and Creighton, which 
moved up two spots. Marquette dropped two 
spots and rounded out the top 10.

Duke fell to No. 11 and was followed by 
Auburn, Illinois, Baylor and South Carolina. 
Kansas continued its late-season slide, fall-
ing two spots after a week in which it blew 
out Kansas State but lost by 30 on the road to 
Houston.

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — India-
napolis Colts general manager Chris 
Ballard did everything he could to 

keep receiver 
Michael Pittman 
Jr. off this year’s 
free agent mar-
ket.

He completed 
the job Monday.

Two weeks 
after promising 
Pittman would 
be in Indy next 
season — one 
way or the other 

— the two sides 
negotiated a three-

year, $70 million deal with $46 mil-
lion in guarantees as one of three big 
signings, a person with knowledge of 
the negotiations told The Associated 
Press.

Indy also has re-signed defensive 
tackle Grover Stewart and linebacker 
Zaire Franklin, both starters, to new 
three-year contracts, the person said.

Stewart will get $39 million, 
Franklin $31.2 million. The person 
requested anonymity because none of 
the deals had been announced.

Pittman’s deal It was no surprise 
given Ballard’s repeated praise of the 
receiver’s productivity, toughness 
over the middle and leadership inside 
the locker room. And at age 26, there’s 
still room for growth, too.

“He wants to win and when you’re 
a good player, part of that is you want 
the football,” Ballard said during the 
NFL’s annual scouting combine. “I 
don’t know if I want to be around a 
guy that doesn’t want the ball. That’s 
OK. There’s a way to do it, a right 
way to do it, but it’s one of the things 
I appreciate about Pitt. The one thing 
you never have to worry about with 
that guy is he empties the tank. He 
absolutely empties the tank.”

Incentives could add another $1.5 
million to the deal’s total value.

When Pittman last spoke, in Janu-
ary, he said his agent wanted to wait 
until after the season to resume nego-
tiations.

Ballard, meanwhile, continu-
ally said he hoped to complete a fair-
market deal with Pittman before free 
agency officially opens Wednesday. It 
was Ballard’s top offseason priority.

“I know we’re going to have a few 
free agents you’re all going to want to 
talk about and I’m probably going to 
give you the same answer — I would 
like to have them all back,” Ballard 
said in January. “But it doesn’t work 
that way. It’s just the nature of what 
we do. Pitt is a good football player 
for us and hopefully he remains a 
Colt.”

Pittman has 336 catches, 3,636 
yards and 15 TDs and 11 carries for 
100 yards and four more scores since 
the Colts drafted him No. 30 overall in 
2020.

He’s also coming off his best sea-
son in Indy. He had 109 receptions 
and 1,152 yards, both 
career bests, to go with 
four TD catches. Pitt-
man became the fourth 
player in franchise his-
tory with 100 receptions 
in one season while log-
ging his second 1,000-
yard season despite 
missing one full game 
and part of another fol-
lowing a scary hit that 
resulted in a concus-
sion and the ejection of 
Pittsburgh Steelers safety Damontae 
Kazee.

Still, Pittman wanted to see what he 
was worth.

“Speaking to the contract stuff, I 
made it this far so — I’ve loved my four 
years here,” Pittman said at the end of 
last season. “But I wouldn’t be doing my 
due diligence if I didn’t explore every 
option and find the best fit.”

Yet Ballard remained hopeful of 
reaching a multi-year deal with the 
former Southern California star and 

the son of a Super Bowl champion.
The deal assures Indy will keep 

its three most prominent playmakers 
— quarterback Anthony Richardson, 
2021 NFL rushing champion Jona-
than Taylor and Pittman — together 
through at least 2026. Richardson was 
the No. 4 overall pick in last year’s 
draft.

Last season, injuries limited that 
trio to only two snaps together.

Taylor opened the season on the 
physically unable to perform list with 
a lingering ankle injury.

Richardson only appeared in four 
games and only finished one because 
of injuries. He had season-ending 
shoulder surgery in October and has 
recently resumed throwing.

Stewart has been a key component 
to the Colts’ run defense in recent 
seasons. Over his seven-year career, 
he has 280 tackles, nine sacks, forced 
one fumble and recovered one fumble. 
Ballard and Indy coaches believe he’s 
been playing at Pro Bowl level over 

the past several sea-
sons.

Frankl in  has 
ranked among the 
league leaders in 
tackles in each of 
the past two sea-
sons after finally 
winning the start-
ing job. He finished 
second last season 
with 179 tack-
les despite miss-
ing one game with 

an injury, breaking the single-season 
franchise record he previously set in 
2022 with 167. He also has forced five 
fumbles, recovered one and has 4 1/2 
sacks in his six NFL seasons, all with 
the Colts.

And Ballard may not be finished.
Pro Bowl cornerback Kenny Moore 

II, starting safety Julian Blackmon, 
and running back Zack Moss could all 
become free agents Wednesday. Moss 
played a productive role as a backup 
to Taylor in 2023.

Michael 
Pittman Jr.

Colts agree to 3-year, $70 million 
deal with WR Michael Pittman Jr.

BHMS, Red Cross 
to host swimming 
lessons in April

Knights take 1st in 
Oak Hill MS Invite, 
NE8 meet this week

Houston, UConn, Purdue 
remain top AP Top 25

Barkley, Cousins headline 
Day 1 of NFL free agency

(Continued on Page 7)
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BASKETBALL
High School
Boys’ Basketball 

IHSAA Semi-State Scheudle
4A North (Elkhart)

Crown Point (20-5) vs. Fisher (26-
1), 10 a.m.

Fort Wayne Wayne (22-3) vs, Mish-
awaka (20-7), 11:45 a.m.

Semi-State Championship at 7:30 
p.m.

4A South (New Castle)
Center Grove (21-4) vs. Ben Davis 

(21-5, 10 a.m.
Jessfersonville (19-7) vs. Lawrence 

North (25-3), 12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.

3A North (Logansport)
Peru (16-10) vs. South Bend 

Joseph (18-9), 10 a.m.
Delta (22-6) vs. Fairfield (20-6), 

12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.

3A South (Seymour)
Guerin Catholic (21-7) vs. Danville 

Community (22-3), 10 a.m.
Evansville Bosse (15-10) vs. Scotts-

burg (22-5), 12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.
2A North (Lafayette Jefferson)
North Judson-San Pierre (21-6) 

vs. Wapahani (24-2), 10 a.m.
Wabash (21-5) vs. Fort Wayne 

Blackhawk Christian (21-6), 12 p.m.
Championship at 8 p.m.

2A South (Southport)
Park Tudor (20-5) vs. Brownstown 

Central (25-4), 10 a.m.
Forest Park (18-9) vs. Parke Heri-

tage (23-5), 11:45 p.m.
Championship at 7:30 p.m.

1A North (Michigan City)
Liberty Christian (17-9) vs. Mar-

quette Catholc (12-15), 10 a.m.
Elkhart Christian (17-9) vs. Fort 

Wayne Canterbury (16-9), 12 p.m.
Championship at 7:30 p.m.

1A South (Washington)
Greenwood Christian (18-7) vs. 

Bethesda Christian (21-7), 10 a.m.
Evansville Christian (24-2) vs. Barr-

Reeve (24-2), 11:45 p.m.
Championship at 7:30 p.m.

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Monday, Mar. 11
TOURNAMENT

Big Sky
Quarterfinal
Montana St. 91, Weber St. 82

Coastal
Semifinal
Coll. of Charleston 61, Towson 56

Horizon League
Semifinal
Oakland 74, Cleveland St. 71

Southern
Championship
Samford 76, ETSU 69

Southland
Quarterfinal
Lamar 71, New Orleans 57
Nicholls 72, Texas A&M Com-

merce 51
Summit League

Semifinal
S. Dakota St. 59, St. Thomas 

(MN) 49
Sun Belt

Championship
James Madison 91, Arkansas 

St. 71

Women’s Basketball Scores
Monday, Mar. 11
TOURNAMENT
America East

Semifinal
Maine 64, Binghamton 58
Vermont 50, Albany (NY) 46

American Athletic
Quarterfinal
East Carolina 75, Tulsa 71
UTSA 58, South Florida 56
Rice 61, North Texas 59

Big 12
Semifinal
Iowa St. 85, Oklahoma 68
Texas 71, Kansas St. 64

Big East
Championship
UConn 78, Georgetown 42

Big Sky
Quarterfinal
Montana St. 47, N. Colorado 44, OT
Montana 73, Idaho 61

Horizon League
Semifinal
Cleveland St. 83, Wright St. 50
Green Bay 64, Fort Wayne 55
Mountain-West Conference
Quarterfinal
UNLV 83, Fresno St. 35
Colorado St. 65, Nevada 54
San Diego St. 67, New Mexico 56

Northeast
Quarterfinal
Fairleigh Dickinson 71, LIU Brook-

lyn 59
Le Moyne 79, Stonehill 59
Merrimack 76, CCSU 51
Sacred Heart 78, St. Francis (Pa.) 

48
Patriot League

Quarterfinal
Colgate 69, Navy 64
Boston U. 64, Army 62

Holy Cross 61, Bucknell 56
Loyola (Md.) 58, Lehigh 51

Southland
First Round
Texas A&M Commerce 65, North-

western St. 57
Nicholls 73, New Orleans 66

Summit League
Semifinal
S. Dakota St. 76, South Dakota 63
N. Dakota St. 75, Oral Roberts 66

Sun Belt
Championship
Marshall 95, James Madison 92, OT

West Coast
Semifinal
Gonzaga 72, Pacific 61
Portland 63, Santa Clara 61

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Boston	 49	 14	 .778	 —
New York	 37	 27	 .578	 12½
Philadelphia	 36	 28	 .563	 13½
Brooklyn	 26	 39	 .400	 24
Toronto	 23	 41	 .359	 26½

Southeast Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Orlando	 37	 28	 .569	 —
Miami	 35	 29	 .547	 1½
Atlanta	 29	 35	 .453	 7½
Charlotte	 16	 49	 .246	 21
Washington	 11	 53	 .172	 25½

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 42	 23	 .646	 —
Cleveland	 41	 24	 .631	 1
Indiana	 36	 29	 .554	 6
Chicago	 31	 34	 .477	 11
Detroit	 11	 53	 .172	 30½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
New Orleans	 39	 25	 .609	 —
Dallas	 37	 28	 .569	 2½
Houston	 29	 35	 .453	 10
Memphis	 22	 43	 .338	 17½
San Antonio	 14	 51	 .215	 25½

Northwest Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Oklahoma City	45	 19	 .703	 —
Denver	 44	 20	 .688	 1
Minnesota	 44	 21	 .677	 1½
Utah	 28	 36	 .438	 17
Portland	 18	 45	 .286	 26½

Pacific Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

L.A. Clippers	 41	 22	 .651	 —
Phoenix	 38	 27	 .585	 4
Sacramento	 36	 27	 .571	 5
L.A. Lakers	 36	 30	 .545	 6½
Golden State	 34	 30	 .531	 7½

Sunday’s Games
Milwaukee 124, L.A. Clippers 117
New Orleans 116, Atlanta 103
Washington 110, Miami 108
Houston 112, Sacramento 104
Indiana 111, Orlando 97
Oklahoma City 124, Memphis 93
Brooklyn 120, Cleveland 101
Philadelphia 79, New York 73
L.A. Lakers 120, Minnesota 109

Monday’s Games
Detroit 114, Charlotte 97
Phoenix 117, Cleveland 111
Dallas 127, Chicago 92
Golden State 112, San Antonio 102
Toronto at Denver, late
Boston at Portland, late

Tuesday’s Games
Philadelphia at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Indiana at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Washington at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Houston at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Boston at Utah, 9 p.m.
Milwaukee at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers, 10 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Brooklyn at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
Denver at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Cleveland at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Golden State at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Portland, 10 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Phoenix at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Washington at Houston, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Oklahoma City, 10 p.m.
New York at Portland, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Florida	 65	44	17	 4	 92	217	153
Boston	 67	38	14	 15	 91	223	184
Toronto	 64	37	19	 8	 82	231	201
Tampa Bay	65	34	25	 6	 74	224	219
Detroit	 64	33	25	 6	 72	221	211
Buffalo	 65	30	30	 5	 65	189	195
Montreal	 64	24	30	 10	 58	180	229
Ottawa	 62	25	33	 4	 54	200	220

Metropolitan Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

N.Y. Rangers	64	42	18	 4	 88	213	173
Carolina	 64	39	19	 6	 84	216	177
Philadelphia	65	33	24	 8	 74	192	194
N.Y. Islanders	63	29	20	14	 72	197	206

Washington	63	30	24	 9	 69	170	197
New Jersey	65	31	30	 4	 66	212	227
Pittsburgh	 63	28	27	 8	 64	180	184
Columbus	 64	22	32	 10	 54	192	232

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Dallas	 66	40	17	 9	 89	242	199
Winnipeg	 64	41	18	 5	 87	196	153
Colorado	 65	40	20	 5	 85	241	197
Nashville	 66	37	25	 4	 78	211	201
St. Louis	 65	33	29	 3	 69	184	200
Minnesota	 65	31	27	 7	 69	204	215
Arizona	 65	26	34	 5	 57	192	218
Chicago	 65	17	43	 5	 39	138	233

Pacific Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

Vancouver	66	42	17	 7	 91	234	178
Edmonton	 63	39	21	 3	 81	222	180
Los Angeles	63	32	20	 11	 75	194	171
Vegas	 64	34	23	 7	 75	207	191
Seattle	 63	28	24	 11	 67	174	179
Calgary	 64	31	28	 5	 67	200	206
Anaheim	 64	23	38	 3	 49	167	229
San Jose	 63	16	40	 7	 39	139	250
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Sunday’s Games
Edmonton 4, Pittsburgh 0
Minnesota 4, Nashville 3, OT
Carolina 7, Calgary 2
Chicago 7, Arizona 4
N.Y. Islanders 6, Anaheim 1

Monday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers 3, New Jersey 1
St. Louis 5, Boston 1
Winnipeg 3, Washington 0
N.Y. Islanders at Los Angeles late

Tuesday’s Games
Columbus at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
San Jose at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Arizona at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Florida at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Colorado at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Vegas at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Los Angeles at St. Louis, 7:30 p.m.
Nashville at Winnipeg, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Edmonton, 10 p.m.
Colorado at Vancouver, 10:30 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Arizona at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Boston at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Florida at Carolina, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Columbus, 7 p.m.
San Jose at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Anaheim at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
New Jersey at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Vegas at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Washington at Seattle, 10 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
	 W	 L	 Pct

Baltimore	 14	 3	 .824
Kansas City	 11	 6	 .647
Los Angeles	 11	 7	 .611
Detroit	 10	 7	 .588
Texas	 9	 7	 .563
Oakland	 9	 8	 .529
Houston	 8	 8	 .500
Boston	 11	 6	 .647
Minnesota	 6	 9	 .400
Cleveland	 5	 10	 .333
Seattle	 5	 11	 .313
New York	 8	 9	 .471
Toronto	 7	 9	 .438
Chicago	 4	 13	 .235
Tampa Bay	 4	 10	 .286

NATIONAL LEAGUE
	 W	 L	 Pct

Los Angeles	 12	 4	 .750
Cincinnati	 8	 5	 .615
Atlanta	 8	 7	 .533
New York	 8	 7	 .533
Chicago	 9	 7	 .563
Washington	 8	 8	 .500
Miami	 6	 7	 .462
Philadelphia	 6	 8	 .429
Colorado	 10	 6	 .625
St. Louis	 6	 8	 .429
Milwaukee	 7	 10	 .412
Pittsburgh	 6	 10	 .375
San Diego	 8	 9	 .471
San Francisco	 6	 7	 .462
Arizona	 7	 11	 .389

Sunday’s Games
Miami (ss) 3, Houston 0
Washington 7, Minnesota 3
N.Y. Yankees 9, Atlanta 8
Boston 7, Tampa Bay 6
Toronto (ss) 6, Baltimore (ss) 6, 

1st game
Philadelphia 9, Pittsburgh 7
Baltimore (ss) 11, Toronto (ss) 6, 

2nd game
Detroit 3, N.Y. Mets 2
St. Louis 12, Miami (ss) 8
Cincinnati 5, Cleveland 3
Oakland 6, Kansas City 3
Chicago Cubs 5, Texas 1
San Francisco (ss) 5, Chicago 

White Sox 4
L.A. Dodgers 12, Arizona 1
L.A. Angels 5, San Diego 4
Seattle 8, San Francisco (ss) 3

Colorado 3, Milwaukee 1
Monday’s Games

Boston 1, Pittsburgh 0
Atlanta 3, Minnesota 0
Detroit 5, Houston 3
Toronto 9, Tampa Bay 2
N.Y. Yankees (ss) 5, Baltimore 3
N.Y. Yankees (ss) 2, Philadelphia 

1
Washington 11, St. Louis 4
Cleveland 5, L.A. Dodgers 1
Colorado 7, Chicago White Sox 2
San Francisco 12, Kansas City 9
San Diego 13, Seattle 3
Oakland 6, Arizona 5
Texas 15, L.A. Angels 5
Miami 1, N.Y. Mets 0

Tuesday’s Games
Baltimore vs Tampa Bay at Sara-

sota, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Boston vs St. Louis at Fort Myers, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Detroit vs Minnesota at Lakeland, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh vs Atlanta at Bradenton, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Toronto vs N.Y. Yankees at Dune-

din, Fla., 1:07 p.m.
Miami vs Houston at Jupiter, Fla., 

1:10 p.m.
Oakland vs Seattle at Mesa, Ariz., 

4:05 p.m.
Texas vs Cleveland at Surprise, 

Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers vs San Francisco at 

Phoenix, 4:05 p.m.
Colorado vs Kansas City at Scott-

sdale, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.
San Diego vs Arizona at Peoria, 

Ariz., 4:10 p.m.
Washington vs N.Y. Mets at West 

Palm Beach, Fla., 6:05 p.m.
Cincinnati vs Chicago White Sox 

at Goodyear, Ariz., 9:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs vs Milwaukee at 

Mesa, Ariz., 9:05 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Monday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
CHICAGO WHITE SOX — 

Optioned OFs Peyton Burdick and 
Zach DeLoach and RHP Alex Speas 
to Charlotte (IL) and INF Bryan 
Ramos to Birmingham (SL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Optioned 
LHP Brent Headrick and RHPs 
Simeon Woods Richardson and Matt 
Canterino to St. Paul (IL).

SEATTLE MARINERS — Agreed 
to terms on one-year contracts with 
RHPs Ty Adcock, Eduardo Bazardo, 
Cody Bolton, Matt Brash, Emerson 
Hancock, George Kirby, Jackson 
Kowar, Mauricio Llovera, Bryce 
Milller Gregory Santos, Collin Snider, 
Levi Stoudt, Carlos Vargas and 
Bryan Woo, LHPs Taylor Saucedo 
and Gabe Speier, OFs Dominic Can-
zone, Jonatan Clase, Cade Marlowe, 
Luke Raley and Taylor Trammel, Cs 
Blake Hunt, Cal Raleigh and Seby 
Zavala and INF/OF Samad Taylor. 
Optioned RHP Levi Stout to Tacoma 
(PCL). Re-Assigned RHPs Trevor 
Kelly and Marcelo Perez to Minor 
League camp.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Optioned 

RHP AJ Smith-Shawver to Gwinnett 
(IL).

MIAMI MARLINS — Optioned 
RHP Roddery MuNoz, INFS Jacob 
Amaya and Jonah Bride and OF Vic-
tor Mesa Jr. to Jacksonville (IL).

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS 
— Optioned C Cooper Hummel, 
RHPs Trevor McDonald, Randy 
Rodriguez and Kai-Wei Teng, LHP 
Erik Miller, OF Heliot Ramos and 
INF Brett Wisely. Released 3B J.D. 
Davis.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — 
Optioned RHPs Joan Adon, Thad-
deus Ward, Amos Willingham and 
Cole Henry, LHPs DJ Herz and 
Mitchell Parker and INF/OF Jake Alu 
to Rochester (IL).

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
UTAH JAZZ — Singed F Ken-

neth Lofton Jr. to a rest-of-season 
contract.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Re-
signed HB Trayveon Williams to a 
one-year contract extension. Re-
signed TE signed TE Drew Sample 
to a three-year contract extension.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — 
Released LT David Bakhtiari. 
Released RB Aaron Jones.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Re-
signed G Landon Dickerson to a 
four-year contract extension.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BOSTON BRUINS — Recalled 
John C Beecher from Providence 
(AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Re-
signed Tim Gettinger to a one-year, 
one-way contract extension.

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — 
Waived F Johnny Gruden.

News-Banner Scoreboard

pick and agreed to a three-year contract 
that has $9.5 million in guarantees with 
guard Graham Glasgow. That’s accord-
ing to a person familiar with the situa-
tion who spoke to The Associated Press 
on condition of anonymity because the 
deals had not been announced.

Steelers sign QB Russell Wilson
A person familiar with the details 

told The Associated Press that quar-
terback Russell Wilson has agreed 
to sign a one-year deal with the Pitts-
burgh Steelers. The person spoke to the 
AP on condition of anonymity Sunday 
night because the contract hasn’t been 
finalized and added Wilson will receive 
the veteran’s minimum of $1.21 mil-
lion while the Denver Broncos pay the 
remainder of his $39 million salary. 
Wilson posted his intentions on X, for-
merly known as Twitter. He was 11-19 
in two seasons with the Broncos.

Raiders spend on DT Christian 
Wilkins, sign QB Gardner Minshew

The Las Vegas Raiders were busy 
on the first day NFL teams were 
allowed to negotiate with free agents. 
They agreed to contracts Monday with 
quarterback Gardner Minshew and 
defensive tackle Christian Wilkins. 
Minshew agreed to a two-year, $25 

million deal with $15 million guar-
anteed, according to a person with 
knowledge of the contract. The per-
son spoke on condition of anonymity 
because contracts can’t be signed until 
Wednesday when the new league year 
begins. Wilkins has agreed to a four-
year, $110 million contract with the 
Raiders. Agent David Mulugheta says 
$84.75 million of that will be guaran-
teed.

Bears grab RB D’Andre Swift
A person familiar with the deal 

says the Chicago Bears and Pro Bowl 
running back D’Andre Swift have 
agreed to a three-year contract. The 
person spoke to The Associated Press 
on condition of anonymity because 
free agents can’t officially sign with 
new teams until Wednesday. The deal 
is reportedly worth $24 million, with 
$15.3 million guaranteed. Acquired 
by Philadelphia in a draft-day trade 
with Detroit last year, the 25-year-old 
Swift had his best season in 2023. He 
ran for a career-high 1,049 yards and 
five touchdowns and made his first 
Pro Bowl. He has carried 593 times 
for 2,729 yards and 23 touchdown runs 
in his career. He has also caught 195 
passes for 1,412 yards and eight scores.

Titans replace Henry with Pollard

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Ten-
nessee general manager Ran Carthon 
has started his rebuild of the Titans’ 
roster starting by replacing four-time 
Pro Bowl running back Derrick Henry 
with Tony Pollard. The Titans also 
worked to shore up their secondary and 
the middle of the offensive line Mon-
day. They agreed to a deal with Cin-
cinnati cornerback Chidobe Awuzie. 
Pollard and the Titans agreed Monday 
to a $24 million, three-year contract. 
Denver center Lloyd Cushenberry has 
agreed to a four-year deal with $26 
million of the $50 million contract 
guaranteed.

Giants acquire DE Brian Burns, 
make two smaller signings

On a day the New York Giants lost 
star running back Saquon Barkley in free 
agency, general manager Joe Schoen 
pulled off one of the biggest trades in 
franchise history. The Giants on Mon-
day agreed to acquire edge rusher Brian 
Burns from the Carolina Panthers, a per-
son familiar with the deal told The Asso-
ciated Press. Burns is getting a five-year 
contract worth up to $150 million with 
$87.5 million in guarantees, according 
to the person who spoke to the AP on 
condition of anonymity because the deal 
can’t be completed until Wednesday.

(Continued from Page 6)

NFL free agency deals
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FIND WHAT YOU NEED 
for all of your Spring Home 
Improvement and Lawn & 
Garden projects at these 

local businesses. 

Lumber

• Full Service Lumberyard
• Kitchens - New Homes 

and Remodels
• Garages and Complete Pole Barn Packages - Erected 

or Materials Only
• Doors, Windows and decks - Repair or Replacement 
• Free Roof Top Delivery with Shingle Purchase

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings
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arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Check Us Out 
on Facebook

Hours: Mon-Thur 7AM-5PM • Fri 7AM-4:30PM • Sat 7AM-11:30PM
425 S. Winchester St. • 260-724-3108 • Fax 260-724-4505

GArAGe DOOrS

All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262

JC’s GaraGe 
Door

SaleS & Service

Furniture

M-F : 10-6   •   SAT: 10-3  •  SUN: CLOSED

Adjustable
          Beds!

& More!!!

Lift Chairs & 
Recliners

915 N. Main St., Ste. D
Blu� ton, IN 46714

260.353.1099
www.themandfstore.com

00 66 SSUUUUNNNUNUUNU :: CCCLLLCLCCLCCLC OOOSSSEEEDDEDEEDE

AdjustableAdjustableAdjustable
          Beds!          Beds!          Beds!

& More!!!& More!!!& More!!!

MARCH 31ST
Select Items

FROM NOW UNTIL

10% to 30% OFF

SOLAr enerGy

Susan Poper - Local Representative
201 E. Market St., Suite 3
Bluffton, IN 46714
Office Hours: By appointment only 

face�oo�.com/�addlefish�olar�

info@paddlefishsolar.com

edf-re.com/project/
paddlefish-solar-project/

(260) 355-5951

LAWn & GArDen

Insured Owner & Operator

LAWN SPRAYING & 
FERTILIZATION

KIRK POTTER
260•820•0437

CArPet CLeAninG

www.stanleysteemer.com  •  1-800-STEEMER  •  260•724•7377

$99 ASK ABOUT OUR
SPECIAL

Carpet, Vinyl, Upholstery & Tile

HeAtinG & Air COnDitiOninG

Don’t waste your tax dollars—the furnace isn’t free. 
At Collier’s you get honest, upfront pricing.

Lennox 14 SEER A/C & 96% EFF. Furnace
Starting at$9199INSTALLED!

RECEIVE A FREE MERV 11 AIR FILTER & CABINET,  AND 
IWAVE AIR PURIFIER WITH A 10-YEAR WARRANTY ON 

FURNACE AND A/C REPLACEMENT

Not valid with any other offer or combined with other sales or 
promotions. Offer valid through 4/15/2024.

260-622-6622ColliersComfort.com

Lennox 14 SEER A/C & 96% EFF. Furnace

At Collier’s you get honest, upfront pricing.

Lennox 14 SEER A/C & 96% EFF. FurnaceLennox 14 SEER A/C & 96% EFF. Furnace

TAX
SALE

260-622-6622
ColliersComfort.com
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  Lawn Mowers
  Yard Carts
  Cars
  Trucks
  Utility Vehicles
  Boat Trailers
 

 Lawn MowersLawn Mowers

If It’s Got a Tire! We Can Replace It!

HAVE 
THEWEWE TIRESTIRESFOR 

ALL

YOUR SPRING ACTIVITIESYOUR SPRING ACTIVITIES

1308 S. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON • 824-0418
BLUFFTON TIRE INC.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00 • WWW.BLUFFTONTIRE.COM

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE

 SIMON’S MANUFACTURING
 U.S. 27 South, Berne, Indiana  •  260-589-3223

 HOURS:  8 A.M.-5 P.M.

 20% OFF
 Reg. Retail
 Price

    

 MAY 10 - 11 - 12
 Make Your Yard & Patio More Attractive

 •Steps
 •100’s of Yard Ornaments
 •Patio Blocks & Edging
 •Concrete Benches
 •Bird Baths

 CONCRETE ITEMS IN STOCK INCLUDING
 • Fountains & Statuary
 •Strawberry Jars
 •Splash Blocks
 •Mail Box Posts
 •Planters
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Steps and Rails Manufactured in Berne, IN

Make Your Yard & Patio More Attractive

U.S. 27 South, Berne, IN • 260-589-3223
HOURS: 9 A.M.–5 P.M.

• Steps
• 100's of Yard Ornaments
• Patio Blocks & Edging
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• Bird Baths

• Fountains & Statuary
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p Today!

219 E. Perry St. Bluff ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

Serving Bluff ton Since 1933
4th Generation Experiencepp

Get Ready for Hot 
Weather with a 
SPRING 
CHECKUP!
Check Out Our
Air Conditioning 
or Furnace Units

HeAtinG & Air COnDitiOninG
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FirstBankofBerne.com

We believe
• AG OPERATING LINE OF CREDIT
• INVENTORY LOANS
• CONSTRUCTION & EQUIPMENT LOANS
• GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED LOANS

• LIVESTOCK LENDING
• CROP INSURANCE
• FARM FINANCIAL CONSULTING
• FARM REAL ESTATE LOANS

LOCAL AGRICULTURE EXPERTS
MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.
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By DÁNICA COTO 
Associated Press

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
on Monday announced an additional $100 
million to finance the deployment of a mul-
tinational force to Haiti following a meeting 
with Caribbean leaders in Jamaica to halt 
the country’s violent crisis.

Blinken also announced another $33 mil-
lion in humanitarian aid and the creation 
of a joint proposal agreed on by Caribbean 
leaders and “all of the Haitian stakeholders 
to expedite a political transition” and create a 
“presidential college.”

He said the college would take “concrete 
steps” he did not identify to meet the needs 
of Haitian people and enable the pending 
deployment of the multinational force to 
be led by Kenya. Blinken also noted that 
the U.S. Department of Defense doubled its 
support for the mission, having previously 
set aside $100 million.

The joint proposal has the backing of 
Caricom, a regional trade bloc that held 
Monday’s urgent meeting.

“I think we can all agree: Haiti is on the 
brink of disaster,” said Guyanese President 
Irfaan Ali. “We must take quick and decisive 
action.”

Ali said he is “very confident that we 
have found commonality” to support what 
he described as a Haitian-led and -owned 
solution.

Meanwhile, Jamaican Prime Minister 
Andrew Holness said the meeting was a 
work in progress.

“It is clear that Haiti is now at a tipping 
point,” he said. “We are deeply distressed 
that it is already too late for too many who 
have lost far too much at the hands of crimi-
nal gangs.”

Embattled Prime Minister Ariel Henry, 
who faces calls to resign or agree to a tran-
sitional council, did not attend the meeting. 
He has been locked out of his own country 
while traveling abroad, due to surging unrest 
and violence by criminal gangs who have 
overrun much of Haiti’s capital and closed 
down its main international airports.

Henry remained in Puerto Rico and was 
taking steps to return to Haiti once feasible, 
according to a brief statement from the U.S. 
territory’s Department of State.

While leaders met behind closed doors, 
Jimmy Chérizier, considered Haiti’s most 
powerful gang leader, told reporters that if the 
international community continues down the 
current road, “it will plunge Haiti into further 
chaos.”

“We Haitians have to decide who is 
going to be the head of the country and what 
model of government we want,” said Chéri-

zier, a former elite police officer known 
as Barbecue who leads a gang federation 
known as G9 Family and Allies. “We are 
also going to figure out how to get Haiti out 
of the misery it’s in now.”

The meeting in Jamaica was organized 
by members of a regional trade bloc known 
as Caricom, which for months has pressed 
for a transitional government in Haiti while 
protests in the country have demanded Hen-
ry’s resignation.

“The international community must work 
together with Haitians towards a peaceful 
political transition,” U.S. Assistant Secretary 
for Western Hemisphere Affairs Brian Nich-
ols wrote on X, formerly Twitter. Nichols will 
attend the meeting.

Concerns remain that a long-sought solu-
tion will remain elusive. Caricom said in a 
statement on Friday announcing the urgent 
meeting in Jamaica that while “we are mak-
ing considerable progress, the stakeholders 
are not yet where they need to be.”

Mia Mottley, Barbados’ prime minister, 
said that up to 90% of proposals that Haitian 
stakeholders have put on the table are simi-
lar. These include an “urgent need” to create 
a presidential council to help identify a new 
prime minister to establish a government.

Her comments were briefly streamed by 
Caricom, in what appeared to have been a 
mistake, and then were abruptly cut off.

The meeting was held as powerful gangs 
continued to attack key government targets 
across Haiti’s capital of Port-au-Prince. 
Since Feb. 29, gunmen have burned police 
stations, closed the main international air-
ports and raided the country’s two biggest 
prisons, releasing more than 4,000 inmates.

Scores of people have been killed, and 
more than 15,000 are homeless after flee-
ing neighborhoods raided by gangs. Food 
and water are dwindling as stands and stores 
selling to impoverished Haitians run out 
of goods. The main port in Port-au-Prince 
remains closed, stranding dozens of contain-
ers with critical supplies.

Late Monday, the Haitian government 
announced it was extending a nighttime cur-
few until March 14 in an attempt to prevent 
further attacks.

Henry could not be immediately reached 
for comment after Monday’s meeting. He 
landed in Puerto Rico last week after being 
denied entry into the Dominican Republic, 
which shares the island of Hispaniola with 
Haiti.

When the attacks began, Henry was in 
Kenya pushing for the U.N.-backed deploy-
ment of a police force from the East African 
country that has been delayed by a court rul-
ing.

U.S. pledges additional $100M for 
force awaiting deployment to Haiti

Pictured in the photo from left are Danielle Thompson of Flagstar Bank, Erica Lehman of Lehm-
an Appraisals, Alyssa Brown of Archbold & Lewis,  Shaye Higgins of Steffen Group, Chris Ger-
ber of Edge Manufacturing, Brandon Steffen of Steffen Group, Heather Morgan of National Oil, 
Cathie Peterson of Steffen Group, Kevin Pritchard of Ruoff Mortgage, Bobby Perry of Steffen 
Group, Keith Muhlenkamp of First Merchants Bank, Isaac Stoller, Nick Huffman and Pat Carter 
of Steffen Group, Jayde Ketring of First Bank of Berne, Jessica Beste of Stockton Mortgage, 
Wells County Chamber of Commerce Executive Director  Erin Prible, Cyndee Fiechter of North 
Eastern Group Realty, Ben Renkenberger of United Way and Rachel Reinhard of the Wells 
County Chamber of Commerce. (Photo submitted)

The Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce staff and Ambassadors had the 
pleasure of surprising the dedicated team 
at Steffen Group, located at 215 E. Mar-
ket in Bluffton, as the March Member of 
the Month. Brandon Steffen, the owner 
of Steffen Group since 2000, expressed 
his gratitude and pride in the recogni-
tion.

“We have such a great team at Stef-
fen Group and truly enjoy how involved 
our agents and company are in the com-
munity, supporting many nonprofits 
and the Chamber of Commerce,” said 
Steffen. “This community gives us a 
tremendous amount of support, and we 
want to give back to a community that 
supports us.”

Brandon’s journey in the real estate 
and auction business began in 1996 in 
Ossian, right after school. His decision to 
start his own business led to the establish-
ment of Steffen Group in Fort Wayne in 
2000. However, his roots in Wells Coun-
ty called him back, and in 2021, Steffen 
Group opened an office in downtown 
Bluffton. “I really wanted to get back to 
Wells County because I grew up here, and 
we really wanted to grow in the county,” 
he added.

Steffen Group, with locations in Fort 
Wayne and Bluffton, boasts a total of 
16 agents with plans for further growth. 

The company specializes in residential 
real estate, auctions, and commercial real 
estate management, overseeing approxi-
mately 4 million square feet of commer-
cial space from Indianapolis to Laporte, 
Indiana.

The COVID-19 pandemic brought 
about significant changes in the auction 
business, with Steffen Group adapting to 
conducting 90% of auctions online. Rec-
ognizing a community need, the company 
opened an auction site at Rod’s Rustics in 
Ossian two years ago, catering to small 
estates, downsizing individuals, and those 
transitioning.

Due to continued growth and future 
expansion plans, Steffen Group relocated 
to the 215 East Market location in 2023. 
“We had outgrown our space across from 
the Courthouse and just love our new 
location,” explained Steffen. “We still 
have a little decorating to do, but it’s a 
work in progress. The off-street park-
ing and all the space down here is a great 
asset.”

Receiving Member of the Month is a 
significant honor for Steffen Group, who 
expressed their pride in the work they do 
and thanked the Wells County Chamber of 
Commerce for the recognition.

For more information about Steffen 
Group, visit their website at steffengrp.
com.

Steffen Group named Chamber 
March Member of the Month
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By AGDAILY
Wind turbines are a 

common sight across rural 
America. Texas, which in 
2022 generated more than 
25 percent of all U.S. wind-
sourced electricity, led the 
country for the 17th consec-
utive year.

However, there have long 
been concerns about wind 
turbines, particularly about 
whether there is a negative 
impact on wildlife and live-
stock, not to mention peo-
ple. In 2006, Dr. Nina Pier-
port coined the term “Wind 
turbine syndrome” as part 
of a study that surveyed 38 
people living near wind tur-
bines. The individuals stud-
ied noted symptoms such as 
sleep disorders, headaches, 
tinnitus, dizziness, nausea, 
visual disorders, heart fail-
ure, and problems with con-
centration and memory. 

In 2021, a French court 
recognized “turbine syn-
drome” claims by a Bel-
gian couple living near a 
wind farm. The plaintiffs 
were awarded more than 
€100,000 in compensation 
by the judge in Toulouse for 
the damages they claimed 
nearby turbines had on their 
health. The claim was ini-
tially dismissed by the court 
of Castres in 2020. 

So what about in relation 
to animals. There is definite-
ly worry among some farm-
ers and ranchers:

“Wind turbines are kill-
ing birds. The sound is kill-
ing whales. A Stud farm 
in Texas, also proved this. 
His foals got turbine foot. 
Damage to the developing 
cartilage on all his foals as 
they grew. A new field full 
of turbines on his perim-
eter. He then imported a 
foal not from his stock, 
healthy vet checked. It 
started getting turbine foot. 
The vibration and hum 
was recorded. All possible 
contaminants rules out. He 
won the case.”

This was said in a Face-
book post by Jamie Mur-
ray on March 7, which has 
now been shared over 7,700 
times. 

Although comment-
ing on the post appears to 
have been turned off, reac-
tions citing the “research” 
on social media have been 
strong. And it’s no won-
der — turbines dot the 
landscape in rural America 
with their massive struc-
tures, noise, and size. 
The perceived negative 
impacts on lifestyles and 
the environment have left 
many questioning their 
impact. 

Reports blame 
turbines when no 

other causes are found
Taking a few minutes 

to read the documents 
about wind turbine syn-
drome, here’s what we 
discovered:

First, the “study” refer-
enced in the Facebook post 
was written up as a master’s 
thesis titled Acquired flex-

ural deformity of the distal 
interphalangic joint in foals.

The paper was submitted 
at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine in Lisbon, Portu-
gal (not Texas) in 2012 — 
12 years ago. Although the 
information provided was 
likely presented for a grade, 
it is not a research paper 
presented in a peer-reviewed 
format by a veterinarian or 
Ph.D. candidate.

The subjects under ques-
tion included 11 Lusitano 
horses between 0 and 48 
months old. Nine horses 
were born at the farm, and 
two were purchased from a 
different breeder. 

According to the paper, 
flexural deformities were 
not noted in horses on the 
farm before 2008. How-
ever, after 2008, the breeder 
observed a “marked hyper-
flexion of the distal inter-
phalangeal joint occurring 
in the same sagittal plane.” 
Essentially, the horses expe-
rienced equine flexural 
limb deformities, otherwise 
known as boxy foot, or club 
foot.

Although the stud farm 
said that the diet and nutri-
tion provided to the young 
horses did not change before 
2008, ELFD can be caused 
by various factors, such 
as congenital, nutritional, 
infectious diseases, and 
trauma. In young horses, 
EFLD typically follows the 
inability of the deep digital 
flexor tendon to follow bone 
growth during rapid growth 
periods during the foal’s 
first years of life. 

The appearance of abnor-
malities coincided with 
installing wind turbines built 
on the land adjacent to the 
stud farm. 

But, as we know, corre-
lation does not necessar-
ily equal causation, and 
the author of the paper 
explains, “In the pres-
ent study no reliably sci-
entific data were found 
about the natural frequen-
cies of the cells of horses 
that could safely infer 
about the effect of noise 
in the immediate vicinity 
of the stud with the cel-
lular changes of these ani-
mals.”

Anecdotal reports from 
livestock farmers worldwide 
have raised concerns about 
wind turbines. No matter 
the species, reports blame 
wind turbines when no other 
cause is found.

For example, beginning 
in 2012, two French farm-
ers located near a wind 
farm in Louire-Atlantique 
reported problems with 
their livestock, including 
reduced milk yields, poor 
quality, behavior prob-
lems, and increased mor-
tality. 

ANSES, the French 
Agency for Food, Environ-
ment, and Occupational 
Health and Safety, investi-
gated and concluded that the 
“timeline of the disorders is 
incompatible with the peri-

ods when the wind farm was 
built and commissioned.”

In the Penghu region of 
Taiwan, farmers became 
concerned when 400 goats 
died on farms near wind tur-
bines in 2009. 

Then again, in Ontario, 
Canada, another goat farmer 
noted that 20 of their nanny 
goats miscarried or had kids 
that died after birth. 

In Poland, a five-week 
study was conducted, which 
involved dividing 40 geese 
into two separate groups. 
Group one was situated 50 
meters from the turbines, 
while Group two was 500 
meters away. The geese 
from group one exhibited 
less weight gain and showed 
a higher cortisol concentra-
tion in their blood than those 
in group two. Additionally, 
there were reported changes 
in behavior among the geese 
in group one.

In 2016, rumors sur-
rounding dead or stranded 
whales on New England 
beaches coupled with off-
shore turbines built off of 
Rhode Island and Virginia 
resulted in lawsuits from 
community groups seeking 
to cancel the projects. 

“With whale strandings 
along the Northeast earlier 
this year in places like New 
Jersey, the reality is that it’s 
not from offshore wind,” 
said Aaron Rice, a marine 
biologist at Cornell Univer-
sity.

The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin-
istration reported that 40 
percent of whale carcasses 
showed evidence of death 
caused by fishing gear 
entanglement or being hit by 
boats. 

Wind turbines 
responsible for killing 
and wounding eagles
In 2022, ESI Energy Inc. 

was sentenced in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, for violations of 
the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act. 

ESI pled guilty to three 
counts of violating the 
MBTA, each based on 
the documented deaths of 
golden eagles due to blunt 
force trauma from being 
struck by a wind turbine 
blade at a particular facil-
ity in Wyoming or New 
Mexico, where ESI had not 
applied for the necessary 
permits.

ESI further acknowl-
edged that at least 150 bald 
and golden eagles have died 
since 2012 across 50 of its 
154 wind energy facilities. 
136 of those deaths have 
been affirmatively deter-
mined to be attributable to 
the eagle being struck by a 
wind turbine blade.

ESI agreed to a deal in 
which they must pay a fine 
of $1,861,600 and com-
pensate $6,210,991 for 
damages. They’re also on 
a five-year probation and 
must follow the Eagle Man-
agement Plan. This plan 
requires them to spend up 
to $27 million to protect 

eagles during probation, 
even more so if they extend 
it.

If they harm or kill bald 
or golden eagles, they must 
pay $29,623 per eagle. Over 
the next three years, ESI 
must apply for permits for 
any harm they might cause 
to eagles at 50 of their facili-
ties.

Why wind power? 
Wind power isn’t new. 

It has been harvested for 
centuries, propelling ships, 
milling grain, and pumping 
water. However, the wide-
spread use of utility-scale 
wind turbines began only 30 
to 40 years ago and has been 
growing rapidly. 

A wind turbine harness-
es energy by utilizing the 
aerodynamic force gener-
ated by its rotor blades. As 
the wind passes over the 
blades, it prompts the rotor 
to rotate, which drives a 
generator to produce elec-
tricity. This electricity is 
then transmitted to end-
users via an extensive net-
work of transmission and 
distribution lines spanning 
the state.

Most large-scale wind 
turbines feature a hori-
zontal axis configuration, 
with typically three blades 
affixed to a towering struc-
ture ranging from 300 to 
415 feet in height. As of 
2022, newly installed tur-
bines boasted an average 
capacity of 3 MW. These 
turbines are often clus-
tered together to form wind 
farms, comprising numer-
ous individual turbines 
spread across expansive 
areas.

As of May 2023, the 
U.S. Geological Survey’s 
Wind Turbine Database 
recorded more than 72,731 
turbines in the U.S. with a 
total rated capacity of 142.2 
GW.5 Wind is the fourth-
largest source of electricity 
generation in the country, 
with enough power to serve 
the equivalent of 46 million 
homes.
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Do you have a 
service or product 
for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 or 622-4108
and � nd out how a� ordable our 

AG SERVICES DIRECTORY 
can be!

Prompt Delivery ...
To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils  •  Pure 1-K Kerosene  •  Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol     •   Competitive Prices!
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Mike Lampton • Michael Towne • Jacob Duncan • Kevin Sills

(260) 824-2234 | 1307 Baker Place | Bluffton
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Wells Co. SWCD
117 W. Harvest Rd. | Blu� ton, IN 46714

Redear Sun� sh, Lg Mouth Bass, 
Bluegill, Hybrid Bluegill, Channel 
Cat� sh, Jumbo Bullfrog Tadpoles, 

Koi, Fathead Minnows, Triploid Grass 
Carp, Black Crappie & Fish Food

FISH

3 Gallon Root Force Container Trees: Norway 
Spruce, Pagoda Dogwood, Red Maple, Red Oak, 
River Birch, Tulip Poplar. Shrubs: American Black 

Currant, Lead Plant, Indigo Bush, Red Osier 
Dogwood, Smooth Hydrangea

SALE

Orders Due: April 5; Pick Up Day: April 11

Orders Due: April 10; Pick Up Day: April 16
See our Website for order form!  Wellscountyswcd.org

TREE/
SHRUB 

• Improve emergence • Increase water infiltration

260-824-5384
agri-sc.com

Keystone Cooperative donates $40K to Indiana FFA
By AGDAILY

Keystone Cooperative has deep-
ened its commitment to the Indiana 
FFA Foundation by donating $40,000 
to the organization in 2024. As the 
farmer-owned cooperative remains 
centered on the rural communities it 
serves, this gift signifies its increased 
commitment to youth agriculture 
education and leadership across the 
state.

The $40,000 gift will amplify 
efforts to educate youth about the rap-
idly evolving agricultural industry, 
including conservation, technology, 
leadership opportunities, and beyond. 
Keystone recognizes the immense 
value of the FFA organization and the 
many benefits it affords its members. 
A remarkable number of Keystone 
employees were once active members 
of the FFA. Additionally, numerous 
employees dedicate their time, energy, 
and expertise to the organization as 
volunteers, coaches, mentors, and con-
test judges.

Formed through a recent merger 
between Ceres Solutions and Co-Alli-
ance, two farmer-owned cooperatives 
headquartered in Indiana, Keystone 
Cooperative remains focused on devel-
oping opportunities for the next gener-
ation of agriculturalists. This $40,000 
support level is a direct benefit of the 
recent merger.

“The very essence of the coopera-

tive spirit is to work together to pro-
vide greater opportunities for those 
in agriculture, and this $40,000 dona-
tion to the Indiana FFA Foundation is 
a testament to that. Keystone is com-
mitted to the Indiana FFA Foundation 
and its mission to provide leadership 
opportunities to those who will excel 
in the workforce and will become 
the future leaders of the agricultural 
industry,” says Keystone CEO Kevin 
Still.

To expand the impact of this dona-
tion even further, Keystone indus-
try partner Syngenta is matching the 
$40,000 by giving $40,000 to the 
National FFA Foundation on Key-
stone’s behalf.

“The agriculture industry is evolv-
ing at a record pace, and aligned with 
that growth is Syngenta’s commitment 
to the FFA organization. We believe 
there is no other youth organization 
that teaches such leadership skills, and 
we’re thrilled to partner with Keystone 
on this momentous contribution to the 
National FFA organization,” said Vern 
Hawkins, President, Syngenta Crop 
Protection.

The Indiana FFA Foundation rec-
ognizes the impact this donation will 
have. “Indiana FFA is grateful for the 
partnership of Keystone Cooperative 
to influence positive growth in agricul-
ture education and career development 
for more than 13,000 FFA members 

in Indiana”, said Tim Hoberty, Indi-
ana FFA Foundation Board Chairman. 
“FFA depends on industry partners to 
be able to sustain these programs. Key-
stone Cooperative’s increased level of 
support of FFA demonstrates a com-
mitment to agriculture for today and 
for the future.”

This level of commitment to the 
FFA organization coincides with Key-
stone’s recent launch of SEED (Secur-
ing Experience & Employee Develop-
ment), a two-year program in which 
recent high school graduates can be 
hired full-time at Keystone to explore 
the cooperative’s diversity, result-
ing in rewarding, fulfilling long-term 
employment opportunities.

This program is strategically 
designed for non-college-bound gradu-
ates who are ready to get to work rath-
er than report to a classroom.

SEED employees will rotate 
through all business areas (Agrono-
my, Energy, Grain, Swine and animal 
Nutrition, and Corporate) to find a 
place where they can build a promising 
career in agriculture and energy. SEED 
employees will receive full-time ben-
efits and pay and have any accredita-
tions required for the job paid for by 
Keystone. After their two-year experi-
ence, they will work with the SEED 
program manager to evaluate their fit 
within the company and find the best 
opportunity for them personally.

Exploring turbine foot claims in livestock, wildlife
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www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner
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Making peace with 
family estrangement

Dear Annie: Sixteen years ago, I 
separated from my wife, as we were 
headed toward a divorce. Her father, 
“Bob,” just lost it; he was so angry 
over the divorce. He swore to me that 
he would do everything he could and 
spend his last dime to take my sons 
away from me. He did his best to 
ruin my career, to no avail. However, 
through paying for cruises (seven to 
date), much money spent and care-
ful manipulation, he has been able to 
take my sons away from me.

My oldest son texted me five years 
ago to say his life was better off with-
out me, and he has not spoken to me 
since. My younger son comes around 
when it’s his birthday or Christmas, 
but only to collect his gifts.

I have finally come to terms with 
something my current wife said. 
“People treat you exactly how they 
feel about you,” and, “No one is 
required to be in your life.” Even if 
they are your children or your brother 
or your sister or your parents.

We see so many movies and TV 
shows where family is number one, 
but in real society, that just doesn’t 
seem to be the norm.

To those who have suffered hurt 
by those who should love you, you 
deserve better. You are worth know-
ing and loving, just the way you 
are. There are plenty of people who 
would appreciate you for the person 
you are. Find them. Build relation-
ships with them. One of the most 
wonderful people in my life was a 
lady who had no blood relationship 
to me, but I was honored to call her 
“Grandma” for well over 30 years. — 
Still Loving Life

Dear Still Loving Life: I’m glad 
that you were able to come to terms 

with the hurt 
from your past, 
but don’t keep 
trying to show 
your love for 
y o u r  s o n s . 
Maybe someday 
there will be a 
heartfelt recon-
ciliation.

Dear Annie: 
At age 72, after 
living a very sedentary life, my doc-
tor finally got me walking, and I’ve 
been doing my “10,000 steps” almost 
every day for the past seven years. 
That means I have clocked over 23 
million steps.

When I travel, I do some of my 
walking in airline terminals, where 
airline personnel often ask me if I 
require a wheelchair. I smile, thank 
them for their concern and show 
them the step count on my phone 
while reminding them of the story of 
the tortoise and the hare.

I’m 79 now. I may look tottery, but 
I’m still walking. — The Tottery Tor-
toise

Dear Tottery Tortoise: Congratu-
lations! Ten thousand steps a day 
takes dedication and commitment. 
The payout is tremendous. Keep up 
the good work. I hope your story 
inspires others to get moving.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?”features favorite columns on 
marriage, infidelity, communication 
and reconciliation. It is available as 
a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your ques-
tions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNSEnergy out of 
control is dangerous

TV & Entertainment Weekly | March 9 - 15, 2024 12 | Tuesday prime time

03/12 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
< Amazing Love (2012, Drama) Patty 
Duke, Erin Bethea, Sean Astin. 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Place for 
Miracles 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Billy 
Graham 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

FBI (N) FBI: International (N) FBI: Most Wanted
"Hollow" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago Fire "All-Out 
Mystery" 

Chicago Fire "Angry Is 
Easier" 

Chicago Fire "A 
Beautiful Life" 

Chicago Fire "Nemesis" Chicago Fire 
"Something for the Pain"

Chicago Fire "How 
Does It End?" 

Chicago Fire "The Man 
of the Moment" 

Chicago Fire "Run Like 
Hell" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Will Trent "Me Llamo 
Will Trent" 

The Rookie "Strike 
Back" 

The Good Doctor
"Baby, Baby, Baby" 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Night 
Court (N) 

Extended 
Family (N) 

The Voice "The Blind 
Auditions, Part 6" (N) 

Password (N) News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago Fire Chicago Fire "I Am the 
Apocalypse" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom Goldbergs
"Rush" 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Crime Nat Two members of the powerful Murdaugh 

family are brutally murdered, revealing secrets & lies. 
Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
10 Towns That 
Changed America 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline
(N) 

Roots "Things We Don't 
Discuss" 

American Experience
"The Sun Queen" 

Frontline "Lethal 
Restraint" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Roots "Things We Don't 
Discuss" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
10 Towns That 
Changed America 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Roots "Things We Don't 
Discuss" 

American Experience
"The Sun Queen" 

Frontline "Lethal 
Restraint" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Roots "Things We Don't 
Discuss" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang The Cleaning Lady (N) Alert: Missing Persons 
Unit (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Lucky Stiff" Castle "The Final Nail" Castle "Setup" Castle "Countdown" Castle "One Life to 

Lose" 
(:05) Castle "Law & 
Murder" 

(:05) Castle "Slice of 
Death" 

Castle "Countdown" 

FX  24 132 136 148 <+++ The Incredible Hulk (‘08) Liv Tyler, Edward Norton. <+++ Guardians of the Galaxy (‘14) Chris Pratt. Shogun (N) <+++ Mission: Impossible -- Fallout

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Saved by 
the Bell 

Saved by 
the Bell 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Mod Fam
"Grab It" 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

E! News
(N) 

Botched "You're So 
Vein" 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Ocean's Eleven (2001, Comedy Drama) Matt Damon, Andy Garcia,
George Clooney. 

<+++ Ocean's Twelve (2004, Comedy Drama) 
Brad Pitt, Matt Damon, George Clooney. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) College Basketball From Indiana Farmers 

Coliseum in Indianapolis. 
Basketball WCC Tournament, Championship: 
Teams TBA From Orleans Arena in Las Vegas, Nev. 

SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 College Basketball College Basketball Women's College Basketball College Basketball

FSMW  33  418 671 
(2:00) BNP Tennis 
ATP/WTA Round of 16 

Brad 
Cesmat (N) 

SportsM-
oney 

Unbeat-
able (N) 

Pregame
(L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Indiana Pacers at Oklahoma City Thunder From 
Paycom Center in Oklahoma City. (L) (N) 

Postgame (L) (N) /(:45) Basketball From Paycom 
Center in Oklahoma City. 

(:45) United 
Fight 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Lust" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Disappearing Acts" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Angels" 

WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove 
they've got what it takes. (L) (N) 

(:10) McBee "Family 
Succession" 

(:10) Law-SVU "The Steps 
We Cannot Take" 

(:10) Law & Order: SVU 
"Breakwater" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
(4:00) Naked and Afraid 
"There Will Be Blood" 

Naked and Afraid A hunter and a farmer pool 
their knowledge to survive 21 days in South Africa. 

Afraid Two former addicts attempt to survive 21 
days in the searing Black Hills of South Africa. 

Naked and Afraid Scarce food resources and 
torrential tropical storms take a quick toll. 

Afraid "Surviving the 
Road to Recovery" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 7 Little Johnstons 7 Little Johnstons Little People Little People (N) Little People (N) 7 Little Johnstons (N) Seeking Sister Wife Little People

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained "Serial 
Killers" 

The Curse of Oak 
Island "On Target" 

Curse of Oak Island
"Dark and Stormy" 

The Curse of Oak 
Island "Piling On" 

The Curse of Oak 
Island (N) 

(:05) U-Boats "The Nazi's 
Secret Weapon" (N) 

(:05) Oak Island "Dark 
and Stormy" 

(:05) The Curse of Oak 
Island "Piling On" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Customer Customer RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < You Had Me at 
Aloha Pascale Hutton. 

< My One & Only (2019, Romance) Sam Page,
Stephen Huszar, Pascale Hutton. 

< Wedding Every Weekend (2020, Romance)
Paul Campbell, Brandi Alexander, Kimberley Sustad.

Golden 
Girls 

Gold. Girls
"Vacation" 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:35) <++ Moonfall (2022, Sci-Fi) Patrick Wilson, John Bradley,
Halle Berry. 

<+++ The Goonies (1985, Children) Josh Brolin, Jeff Cohen,
Sean Astin. 

<++ The Equalizer (2014, Action) Marton Csokas, Chloë Grace Moretz, 
Denzel Washington. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Pet Tricks Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:30) <++ Angel Has Fallen (2019, Action)
Morgan Freeman, Frederick Schmidt, Gerard Butler.

NBA Tip-
Off (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Philadelphia 76ers at New York Knicks From 
Madison Square Garden in New York. (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Minnesota Timberwolves at Los Angeles 
Clippers From Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles. (L) (N) 

NBA on 
TNT (L) (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:00) < 
Lethal We... 

<+++ Lethal Weapon 2 (1989, Action) Danny Glover, Joe 
Pesci, Mel Gibson. 

<+++ Lethal Weapon 3 (1992, Action) Danny Glover, Joe 
Pesci, Mel Gibson. 

<++ Lethal Weapon 4 (1998, Action) Danny Glover, Joe Pesci, 
Mel Gibson. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show SouthPark South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) Concacaf The best continental club soccer tournament 

in North & Central America & the Caribbean. 
Concacaf The best continental club soccer tournament 
in North & Central America & the Caribbean. 

(:20) Concacaf Cup The best continental club soccer tournament 
in North and Central America and the Caribbean. (L) (N) 

NHRA 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Rage" 9-1-1 "Monsters" 9-1-1 "Athena Begins" 9-1-1 "Malfunction" 9-1-1 "Fallout" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Seize the Day" 9-1-1 "Fools"

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped "Pizza Poetry" Chopped Chopped (N) Triple Threat (N) Chopped Chopped "Flour Power" Guy's Grocery Games 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules (N) Vanderpump Rules WatchWhat Real Housewives Erika Jayne
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Rock Paper SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Hamster & Hamster & Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Villains Villains Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:05) <+++ Cast Away 
(‘00) Tom Hanks. 

(:15) <+++ Salt (2010, Action) Liev Schreiber,
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Angelina Jolie. (P) 

(:20) <+++ Free Guy (2021, Action) Jodie Comer, Joe Keery, Ryan Reynolds. The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:20) Curb Your 
Enthusiasm 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

<+++ Gran Torino (2008, Drama) Christopher 
Carley, Bee Vang, Clint Eastwood. 

To Be Announced (:50) The Regime (:40) 
Enthusiasm

(:20) <++ Wall Street: 
Money Never Sleeps 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:25) <++ 
Leatherheads 

(:15) <++ How to Talk to Girls at Parties (2017, 
Romance) Alex Sharp, Nicole Kidman, Elle Fanning. 

<++ She's Out of My League (‘10) 
Alice Eve, T.J. Miller, Jay Baruchel. 

(:45) <+ I Love You, Beth Cooper (2009, Comedy)
Paul Rust, Jack T. Capenter, Hayden Panettiere. 

(:25) < The Vanishing of Sidney Hall 
(‘17) Logan Lerman, Kyle Chandler. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) <+++ The Gift 
(‘15) Jason Bateman. 

<++ Beau Is Afraid (2023, Horror) Patti LuPone, Amy Ryan, Joaquin 
Phoenix. 

<+++ The Machinist (‘04) Jennifer 
Jason Leigh, Christian Bale. 

(:45) <++ The Whale (2022, Drama) Sadie Sink,
Hong Chau, Brendan Fraser. 

(:45) <++ 
Lizzie (P) 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(:05) < Agent Revelation (‘21, Sci-Fi) 
Michael Dorn, Kayla Ewell, Derek Ting. 

(:35) < Hands Up (‘21) Jamal Woolard,
LaRoyce Hawkins, Jermaine Johnson. 

< The Forgiven (2017, Thriller) Eric Bana, Jeff 
Gum, Forest Whitaker. 

< Sniper: The White Raven (2022, War) Andrey 
Mostrenko, Pavlo Aldoshyn, Maryna Koshkina. 

(:55) < New York Ninja 
(‘21) John Liu. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: A popu-
lar TV show is portray-
ing a rather meek Jesus 
Christ, easygoing and 
loving, as though there 
is nothing He would con-
demn. Is this an accurate 
portrayal? – E.J.

Answer: Many peo-
ple confuse the word 
meek with weak. While 
they may rhyme, these 
are two very different 
words that bear scrutiny 
in order to clarify the 
meaning of Bible verses 
that speak of meekness.

The dictionary says 
that the word meek 
means “mild, submis-
sive, and compliant.” 
William Barclay points 
out that the Greek word 
for meek was the word 

that was often used 
to describe an animal 
that had been tamed 

to obey the command of 
its master. A strong ani-
mal like a horse or ox, 
able to do a great deal of 
work, is not “weak” — 
but through training is 
made “meek,” obedient 
to the will of its owner. 
A tame horse contributes 
much more to life than 
a wild one. Energy out 
of control is dangerous; 
energy under control is 
powerful.

That is a vivid picture 
of what Jesus means by 
“meekness.” When we 
are apart from Christ, 
we are — in a sense — 
like a wild animal. We 
live according to our 
own desires and wish-
es, obeying our own 
instincts and ruling our 

own lives. But when we 
come to Christ, our goal 
is different. Now we 
want to live for Him and 
do His will. This, after 
all, is God’s will for us: 
to be obedient. He has 
given us His Word to 
help us do this.

The Bible says, 
“Receive with meek-
ness the implanted 
word, which is able to 
save your souls” (James 
1:21, NKJV). When our 
lives are marked by true 
meekness, we will know 
true happiness.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and physiological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Pre-Applica-
tion can be found on our web-
site at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once pre-application is com-
pleted, details on the paper
application will be emailed to
the applicant. Return complet-
ed paper application to 1615
W Western Ave, Bluffton, Indi-
ana 46714 Attn: Chief Deputy
Randy Steele no later than
12:00 pm on March 15, 2024.

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

RENTALS
Wanted to Rent

SMALL BUILDING FOR an-
tique restoration project west
of Bluffton, south of Uniondale.
Approximately a two year
project. Access to electricity
needed. Call 386-965-3191.

Lottery NumbersS U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 26-30-31-32-

43
Cash4Life — 07-13-16-

26-27, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

03-10-13-24-27-28-29-33-
34-38-44-56-59-67-68-70-
72-73-77-78, BE: 56

Daily Three-Midday — 
04-02-02, SB: 09

Daily Three-Evening — 
03-00-09, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday — 
09-07-07-05, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening — 
06-02-03-02, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-05-08-11-12-14-20-
24-29-38-1-47-48-51-52-
56-57-66-73-77, BE: 12

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $6.3 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday):  $735 million
POWERBALL

01-03-07-16-66 Power-
ball: 05; Power Play: 5X
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING MARCH 14 - 10 a.m. EST - Cle-
mens and Carol Burger, owners. Ken-Bar Tool & Engineering 
Company liquidation! Over 300 lots. 2016 GMC Sierra, 2005 
Chevrolet 3500 cargo van, 2008 Mercury Grand Marquis, CNC 
machines, mills, lathes, ladders, grinders, saws, tooling, tools, 
more! Pickup March 18 and 19, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 3121 S. Walnut 
St., Muncie, large items can be picked up by appointment only up 
to 10 days. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.
MARCH 14 - 6 p.m. - Denver Neuenschwander Estate, sell-
ers. Lehman Park, 212 Park Ave., Berne. 135+/- acres available. 
Selling in 3 tracts, as a combination or whole unit. Tract 1: 39+/- 
acres along SR 116, tillable/woods. Tract 2: 48+/- acres along 
1000 S, tillable. Tract 3: 48+/- acres along 1000 S, tillable. Heart-
land Auction & Realty, Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.com, 260-724-
3499.
MARCH 17-25 - (Online Only Auction) - Various consignors, 
seller. Antiques, primitives, Lionel trains and train items, modern 
furniture, vintage advertising, household items, patio furniture. 
Auction Preview: March 19 and March 21 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
118 East Craig St., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
MARCH 23 - 10 a.m. - Various owners represented. Location: 
Farmers Grain & Ag LLC, 1257 St. Rd. 33, Willshire, OH. Trac-
tors, combines, heads & carts, harvest equip., Grain carts, wag-
ons, trucks, trailers, pickups, construction, manure equipment, 
livestock equipment, hay equipment, planters, no-till drills, spray-
ers, NH3 bars, farm related, miscellaneous, mowers & ATVs, 
toys, native lumber. Questions, call: Farmers Grain & Ag, LLC, 
419-495-2338. Auction managers: Ritter Cox, 800-451-2709, 
260-609-3306 & Tim Kreider, 260-413-8008. Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 260-244-7606, 800-451-2709, 
SchraderAuction.com.
MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only Auction) - The Estate of San-
dra McCay and others, seller. 2007 Dodge Caliber SXT sedan, 
1999 Ford F250 with dump bed, 2013 12’ utility trailer, primitives, 
Turn of the Century cast iron riding horse, quilts, large qty. of 
crocks, antique furniture, Fenton, Carnival and other glassware. 
Preview: March 21, March 28 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 816 S. 11th 
Street, Decatur, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 
260-824-3006.
APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique Blue Bar and 
Grill (Formerly Stag Bar), seller. Ongoing needs. Outstanding 
collection of beer signs, neon signs, beer taps, collectibles, tools, 
much more. Preview: April 4 and April 11 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
205 W. Market St., Bluffton, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., http://
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

NOTICE
Notices

HAVING AN UPCOMING

event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office
at 260-824-0224 or 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN, or
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

SERVICES
Services

Services
MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-

VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

PRECISION LAND MAN-

AGEMENT

Excavating-Drainage
Driveways-Demolition
Call us today for a free quote!
Serving Ossian and sur-
rounding areas
517-932-8063

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West
Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to
prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

Help Wanted

HELOISE HINT: If your job has 
been eliminated. Be sure to 
handle the situation profession-
ally. Accept it and try to go out 
on a high note. This can help 
you get a good recommen-
dation from your supervisor, 
which is important when ap-
plying for your next job. Email 
HELOISE@Heloise.com.

Notices
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award – 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
844-229-7933 (I)

Pets
HELOISE HINT: If your dog 
has bad breath. This might be 
a buildup of plaque or a sign 
of gum disease. If it’s really 
bad, take your pup to the vet 
for a good cleaning. You can 
then buy doggy toothpaste 
and brush their teeth regularly. 
There are also dental sprays 
available in stores or online. 
Email HELOISE@Heloise.
com.

BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/hoosier (I)
PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (I)

FREE HIGH SPEED internet 
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of 
select programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free ship-
ping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-866-981-
3302 (I)

Services 
special!

Advertise your services  
in the Bluffton  

News-Banner! A 20 
word, line classified for 

2 months is $97. Contact 
the office at 260-824-

0224, 125 N. Johnson St. 
or place ads on-line at 

classifieds. 
news-banner.com.

Attention 
Grabbers!

Add a photo, artwork, 
headline or other 

attention-getters to 
any line classified 

ad for less than you 
would expect! Place 
your ad on-line and 

explore the  
possibilities!


