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Celebrating 105 years

American Legion Post 111 celebrates
105th birthday with award ceremony

By JONATHAN SNYDER

The American Legion’s Grover
Sheets Post 111 celebrated its 105th
birthday on Saturday, complete with
awards for years of membership
and personnel of the year.

Post Commander Bob Buehl
opened the celebration by intro-
ducing the guest speaker and the
leading candidate for Indiana
Department Commander for 2024-
25, Robert Burkhart.

Burkhart has been a member
of the Legion for 32 years. He
served in the U.S. Army of Active
Duty, the Army Reserves and in
the Indiana Army National Guard.
He retired in 2013 at the rank of
First Sergeant and was deployed
in 2005 to Qatar and Saudi Arabia.
Burkhart is a member of Post 87
in Alexandria and he’s held post
commander, adjutant and 1st vice
commander positions in Post 87.

Burkhart spoke about the need
to confront the escalating crisis of
veterans’ suicide in his speech. He
discussed supporting the American
Legion’s “Be The One” program,
which looks to tackle the root
cause of the tragedies. According
to the American Legion’s website,
suicide is the No. 1 issue in the
veteran’s community, with an esti-
mated 17-22 veterans taking their
lives daily.

Be The One seeks to create
opportunities for those with men-
tal health needs to speak out and
get needed support. The program

seeks to provide resources in com-
munities and give peer-to-peer
help for those struggling.

Burkhart also discussed sup-
porting the Veterans and Chil-
dren’s Foundation, which gives
a cadre of leaders who are both
competent in their roles and ethi-
cal in their practices. Burkhart
urged Post 111 to support these
programs with the same fervor as
they have in the past.

At the celebration, Det. Cliff
Thomas was awarded the Law
Officer Of The Year by Police
Cheif Kyle Randall. Randall cited
Thomas’ care and compassion for
young ones involved in crimes
against children. Randall stated
that it takes a special person to
work cases where children are vic-
tims and that every single investi-
gation he is on means something
to the victim and their family.

Lt. Landon Eads was also award-
ed the Firefighter Of The Year by
Lt. Jim Platt. Platt stated that Eads
has a passionate heart and is fully
dedicated to the fire territory. Eads
joined the department in 2017 as a
paid on-call firefighter and moved
to a full-time role in 2022. Eads was
recently accepted as a State of Indi-
ana Fire Service Academy instruc-
tor. Eads responded to 187 off-duty
calls during 2023.

“Thank you cannot be said
enough times,” Platt said.

Jeff Moss was awarded the

(Continued on Page 2)

Markle partners
with texting service

By JONATHAN SNYDER

Markle has rolled out a govern-
ment texting service in an effort to
further improve communication
between the city and its people.

Citizens living in Markle can
text “MARKLE” to 91896 and
request opt-into the service. Alter-
natively, there is a sign on the town
hall building with a QR code that
can be scanned via their phone.

The alerts will include updates
about upcoming events, road clo-
sures, council meetings and emer-
gency alerts.

Utility Clerk Cheryl Hardin
said 56 people have signed up for
the service. Hardin also said that
there promotional cards will be
mailed sometime in June, which
will describe the sign-up process.

TextMyGov contacted the town
about the service, and Hardin said
they made the partnership because
of the capability to quickly inform
citizens of emergencies in the
area. Hardin emphasized that if
something were to happen with

the water or other major utilities,
it’s beneficial to get informaiton
quickly to the public.

Citizens are also able to text the
city through the service about any
concerns. If residents see some-
thing that needs resolved, such as
trash pickup, then they can send a
message direct to the government
office.

The service comes with a
$3,000 annual fee to the munici-
pality, said Clerk-Treasurer Ste-
phenie Hensley.

With the service being new,
Hardin stated that alerts may be
less frequent than expected. How-
ever, after some time with the ser-
vice and the processes that go with
it, Hardin believes the town will
utilize it more.

“I think once we get to the point
where we know what we’re doing
with it, it’ll get utilized a lot more,
once we get more people opted in.
I just think it’s going to be a really
nice asset,” Hardin said.

Jjonathan@news-banner.com

Robert Burkhart speaks in
the above photo. Detective
Cliff Thomas, left, smiles as
Robert Buehl (middle) and
Kyle Randall (right) present
him with the Law Officer Of
The Year award. (Photos by
Jonathan Snyder)

Indiana lawmakers give final
approval to absenteeism Dbill

Schools will have to intervene students at-risk of becoming
habitually truant before reporting them to local prosecutors.

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

New interventions to improve school atten-
dance for Hoosiers in grades K-6 advanced to the
Indiana governor on Friday after weeks of back-
and-forth debate among lawmakers over how to
address widespread absenteeism across the state.

Senate Bill 282, authored by Sen. Stacey Dona-
to, R-Logansport, seeks to return students back to
classrooms by compelling more parental involve-
ment and responsibility.

More than a dozen versions of the legislation
were floated throughout the session. The final
draft approved by both chambers stipulates that if
a student has five unexcused absence days with-
in a 10-week period, then school representatives,
teachers and parents of the truant student will
have to meet to establish a plan to prevent future
absences.

Public school districts will be required to report
habitually truant students — already defined in

state law as those who have missed 10 or more
days of school without an excuse or parental noti-
fication — to the local prosecuting attorney.

Despite concerns from the minority caucus that
earlier iterations of the bill would have unfairly
pushed children who miss school into the juvenile
justice system, Friday’s compromise drew unani-
mous support in the Senate and passed 92-6 from
the House, where two Democrats and four Repub-
licans voted in opposition.

“The bill is almost written backwards. ... It’s
designed to avoid (sending students to the pros-
ecutor) at all costs,” said bill sponsor Rep. Martin
Carbaugh, R-Fort Wayne, referring to the manda-
tory parent meeting for students at-risk of becom-
ing truant. “The whole focus is going to be, ‘How
do we avoid getting letters from the prosecutor?’
But at some point, if the parents still are not get-
ting the children to school, there has to be a conse-
quence, and already in law is educational neglect.

(Continued on Page 2)

An effort to get aid to Gaza by sea is moving ahead

By WAFAA SHURAFA
and SAMY MAGDY
Associated Press
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip
(AP) — A U.S. Army vessel car-
rying equipment to build a tem-
porary pier in Gaza was heading
to the Mediterranean on Sunday,
after U.S. President Joe Biden
announced plans to increase aid
deliveries by sea to the besieged
enclave where hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians are going

hungry.
The new push for aid came as

the Muslim holy month of Rama-
dan was set to begin Monday in
much of the world after officials
in Saudi Arabia saw the crescent
moon. Hopes for a new cease-fire
by Ramadan faded days ago with
negotiations apparently stalled.
The opening of the sea cor-
ridor, along with airdrops by the
U.S., Jordan and others, reflected
growing alarm over Gaza’s dead-

ly humanitarian crisis and a new
willingness to bypass Israeli con-
trol over land shipments. But aid
officials say that air and sea deliv-
eries can’t make up for a shortage
of land routes. Aid trucks entering
Gaza daily are far below the 500
entering before the war.

A ship belonging to Spanish aid
group Open Arms and carrying
200 tons of food aid was expected
to make a pilot voyage to Gaza
from nearby Cyprus “as soon as

possible,” but not Sunday, said
Linda Roth, a spokesperson for
partner organization World Central
Kitchen. There was no explanation
after Cyprus’ president had said it
would leave then.

Israel says it welcomes the
sea deliveries and would inspect
Gaza-bound cargo before it leaves
Cyprus. Israeli Defense Minister
Yoav Gallant reviewed preparatory
work off Gaza’s coast on Sunday.

Biden has stepped up public

criticism of Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, say-
ing he believes that Netanyahu is
“hurting Israel more than helping
Israel” in his approach to the Isra-
el-Hamas war in Gaza, now in its
sixth month.

Speaking on Saturday to
MSNBC, the U.S. president
expressed support for Israel’s right
to pursue Hamas after the militants’
Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel. But

(Continued on Page 2)
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Celebrating 105 years

(Continued from Page 1)
Legionnaire of the Year
for his involvement since
the mid-1960s, according
to Buehl. Moss has always
helped set up for monthly
breakfast among other help-
ful thing he has done for the
Legion.

“He’s always got too
many irons and too many
fires,” said Buehl. “He’s
deserving of the Legionnaire
Of The Year because of that
dedication.”

The Legion gave out cer-
tificates for continuous years
of membership in both the
Sons of American Legion
and in the American Legion
proper. Randy Hoy and
Linus Harrold have been

members in the S.A.L. for
30 years, with Bruce Wolf, a
member for 45 years. Mike
Allread was also given a cer-
tificate of appreciation for
his membership.

For continuous service in
the American Legion Proper,
Darrell Ball, Larry Hunter,
Dewey Randall and Robert
Zeis have been members for
50 years. Dennis Redding
and Truman Andrews have
been members for 60 years
and Lloyd Sills has been a
member for 70 years.

Jjonathan@news-banner.com

Absenteeism bill

(Continued from Page 1)
We’re just trying to intervene sooner.
That’s what this bill does.”
Getting kids back in class

State lawmakers were adamant to
move bills in the 2024 session to help
improve student literacy and bolster
career readiness. That included the
passage of Senate Bill 1, which will
require schools to hold back third
graders who do not pass the state-
wide IREAD test as part of a push to
improve reading.

Legislative leaders said, too, that
ensuring Hoosier kids actually show up
to class is part of their priority agenda.

The latest Indiana data shows
that about 40% of students state-
wide missed 10 or more school days
last year, and nearly one in five were
“chronically absent” for at least 18
days.

Student absences have been on the
rise since the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic in Indiana and across the
nation. Although Indiana’s latest num-
bers show slight improvements, absen-
tee rates during the 2022-23 school
year were still 8% higher than before
the pandemic.

Educators around the state say the
reasons for absences vary, but family
challenges some students face at home,
along with hard-to-break tendencies
to keep kids home when even mildly
unwell — a habit borne out of the pan-
demic — are key factors. And schools
are getting creative to try to combat the
growing problem.

Education experts note that being
absent as few as three days out of the
school year affects test scores and
overall academic performance. Get-
ting to school every day also helps
kids develop a routine and increases
their influential engagement time with
adults.

The student demographic groups
with the largest gaps in state language
arts and math testing since the pan-
demic are more likely to be chronically
absent.

Carbaugh said focusing on the K-6
age group — rather than middle and
high school — is a stepping stone for
addressing absenteeism.

“When we look at what we’re trying
to do this session with getting kids to
read by third grade, and all those mea-
sures ... kids have to be there in order
to learn,” he said. “In those younger

Lawmakers from House, Senate find
consensus on child care deregulation

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Legislators voted to ease regulations on
home-based child care providers Thursday
over the concerns of Democrats, who feared

the changes would endanger children.

House Bill 1102 would increase the max-
imum number of unrelated children allowed
in an unlicensed home from five to seven. It
moved on an 82-12 vote in the House, with

all ‘no’ votes coming from Democrats.

It also increases the time between license
renewals for other child care centers from
two years to three years. Programs operating
out of a private or public school would also
be exempt from licensure, so long as they
comply with health and safety regulations.

Rep. Dave Heine, R-Fort Wayne, detailed
two changes made by the Senate to further
define school property and limit home-
based providers to caring for only three chil-

dren under the age of one.

Previously, he pointed to the burdensome
cost of child care and lack of availability in
Indiana as the motives behind the bill, say-
ing the “common-sense reductions” would

Follow us on Twitter at...

In the above photo, Mike All-
read, left, is presented with
the S.A.L Member Of The
Year award by Rick Murphy.
Lt. Landon Eads, left, is pre-
sented with the Firefighter
Of The Year award by Bob
Buehl (middle) and Lt. Jim
Platt. (Photos by Jonathan
Snyder)

years, it’s so important. It’s impor-
tant in later years — I’'m certainly not
against looking at older ages — but
this is a good first step.”

Headed for the governor’s desk

Even so, policymakers struggled to
compromise on solutions for absentee-
ism.

The final draft of Senate Bill 282 is
a far deviation from prior versions that
would have sent the absenteeism topic
to an interim study committee, without
any other legislative action. Another
provision deleted in the final hours
of the session would have mandated
habitually truant kids in grades K-6 be
prohibited from participating in extra-
curricular activities.

Under “compulsory education”
laws in Indiana, children must regular-
ly attend school from the time they’re
seven years old until they turn 18, with
some exceptions.

But unless they’re excused, stu-
dents who cut class too often could
end up under a juvenile court’s super-
vision. Absence build-ups could also
prompt prosecutors to file misdemean-
or charges against Hoosier parents,
given that they are legally responsible
for making sure their children go to
school.

Generally, it’s up to local school
districts to decide when students’
absences are excused, though existing
state law requires schools to excuse
absences for certain reasons, including
illness, mental or physical incapacity,
required court appearances, helping in
elections, service as a page for the gen-
eral assembly, participating in the state
fair and up to 120 minutes per week of
religious instruction.

It’s currently up to each Indiana
county prosecutor to decide how to
enforce absence and truancy laws.

Carbaugh said he expects the new
absentee measures to apply different-
ly, on a “case-by-case basis,” and that
more often, it will be parents — not
students — who face repercussions
from the prosecutor.

“It depends on the situation. When
you think about kindergarten through
sixth grade, you’re talking about five-
and six-year-olds. It’s not likely that a
child is being brought to school — kin-
dergarten, first, second grade — and
running out the back door,” Carbaugh
said. “That would be, maybe, more
common as they get older. So in that

expand the number of seats available for

families.

before January 1 of 2024.”

providers.

safe ...

children.”

governor’s desk.

The final version, Heine said, “amends
the definition of school property for the pur-
poses of schools providing daycare to ... the
school property must have been both owned

by the school and used for childcare on or

Sen. Greg Taylor, D-Indianapolis,
applauded the deadline, which he said kept
schools from getting into the child care
business, but expressed concerns about the
expanding number of children with home

“We have worked hard to make sure that
parents know that there (are) regulations in
place to make sure that their children are
and with this piece of legislation,
you’re going to add the number of children
that one person can watch,” he said. “We are
trying to solve a problem by endangering

Four Republicans voted with Democrats

against the measure, which passed on a
34-13 vote in the Senate. It now heads to the

twitter.com/newsbanner

case, the focus would be on the stu-
dent. But in the younger cases, it’s
probably going to be on the parent.
And ultimately, we give the prosecutor
the ability to see who’s the one to focus
on in that particular case.”

Rep. Matt Pierce, D-Bloomington,
agreed that it’s unlikely the bill will
force a child to face prosecution for
truancy. He pointed to existing state
law that already requires school atten-
dance officers to report habitually tru-
ant students to the Department of Child
Services or intake officers for the juve-
nile court.

“This bill is just basically saying
you have to take that existing statute,
that existing law, and you’ve got to
plug it into your school attendance pol-
icy that you’re creating. This bill is not
really creating any new requirements
there,” he said. “I think that, even if a
prosecutor does kind of go off the rails,
you’ve got a judge in there somewhere
who’s going to be looking at that, as
well.”

Still, Pierce cautioned that lawmak-
ers and prosecutors “shouldn’t over-
look™ various socioeconomic factors
that cause some students to frequently
miss school.

“We’re a little bit concerned that
we might slide into, ‘Let’s get tough
on truancy. Let’s really hammer these
people who aren’t getting their kids
to school, or kids who aren’t going to
school.” There’s a certain appeal to
that,” Pierce said.

“But there are a lot of things, under-
lying causes,” he continued, giving
examples of single parents who work
at night and struggle to get their kids to
class on time, as well as students who
are responsible for getting themselves
and their siblings to school without
help.

Democratic colleague Rep. Tonya
Pfaff, a longtime math teacher from
Terre Haute, said she hopes lawmakers
expand the absenteeism measure next
year to include private schools and
older students.

“If you ask any teacher right now,
the top two things that are driving
them crazy: absenteeism and cell
phones. This is a good start,” Pfaff
said. “Absenteeism is absenteeism. It
doesn’t matter what school you go to.
We need parents to help us as teachers.
We need students in front of us. I can’t
teach a kid that’s not there.”
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Weather

Monday, March 11, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:17 p.m. Sunday)
High: 40; Low: 32; Precipitation: Trace of snow
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 5.89

feet at 8:45 p.m. Sunday

Wells County forecast

Today: Sunny, with a high near 56. Southwest wind 5 to
15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Tonight: Clear, with a low around 40. Southwest wind
around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 65. Southwest
wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 46.
Southwest wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25

mph.

Wednesday: A 20% chance of showers after 2 p,m.
Mostly sunny, with a high near 67.

Wednesday Night: A 40% chance of showers and thun-
derstorms, mainly after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low

around 49.

Thursday: A 50% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 67.

Thursday Night: Showers likely and possibly a thun-
derstorm. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 47. Chance of

precipitation is 70%.

Friday: Showers likely, mainly before 2 p.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 56. Chance of precipitation is 60%.
Friday Night: A 30% chance of showers. Mostly cloudy,

with a low around 38.

Saturday: A 20% chance of showers. Mostly sunny,

with a high near 53.

Gaza aid

(Continued from Page 1)
Biden said that Netanyahu
“must pay more attention to
the innocent lives being lost.”
He added that “you cannot
have 30,000 more Palestin-
ians dead.”

The Health Ministry in
Gaza said that at least 31,045
Palestinians have been killed
since the war began. The
ministry doesn’t differentiate
between civilians and com-
batants in its count, but says
that women and children
make up two-thirds of the
dead. The ministry is part of
the Hamas-run government,
and its figures from previous
wars have largely matched
those of U.N. and indepen-
dent experts.

Palestinian casualties
continued to rise. The Civil
Defense Department said 10
people were killed Sunday in
an Israeli airstrike on a house
of the Ashour family in the
Tal al-Hawa area of Gaza
City. Dust-covered bodies
were placed onto blankets.

Elsewhere, the bodies of
15 people, including women
and children, were taken to
the main hospital in the cen-
tral town of Deir al-Balah,
according to an Associated
Press journalist. Relatives
said they were killed by
Israeli artillery fire toward
a tent camp for displaced
Palestinians in the coastal
area near the southern city of
Khan Younis.

Israel rarely comments
on specific incidents dur-
ing the war. It maintains that
Hamas is responsible for
civilian casualties, because
the militant group operates
from within civilian areas.

Meanwhile, U.S. efforts
began to set up the tempo-
rary pier in Gaza for sea
deliveries. U.S. Central
Command said that a first
U.S. Army vessel, the Gen-
eral Frank S. Besson, left a
base in Virginia on Saturday
and was on its way to the
Eastern Mediterranean with
equipment for construction.

U.S. officials said that
it would likely be weeks
before the pier is operational.

The sea corridor is
backed by the European
Union together with the
United States, the United
Arab Emirates and other
countries. The European
Commission has said that
U.N. agencies and the Red
Cross will play a role.

BAR & GRILL

SPECIALS
Grinder Sub

Tues., Mar. 12 - Wed., Mar. 13

Crab Cakes
Fri, Mar. 15 & Sat., Mar. 16

205 W. Market St.
Bluffton, IN

Mon-Sat 10am - 3am- Closed Sunday

260-849-0206 - www.fishersgaragedoors.com

FISHER'S

GARAGE DOORS, LLC
SALES & SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
- Replace Broken Springs
& Cables on All Makes

- Replace or Repair Doors
& Openers on All Makes

“Large Enough to Serve, Small Enough to Care”

SELECT

SCREENING DATES

PRE-REGISTER
FOR KINDERGARTEN

JOIN THE BHMSD FAMILY!

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
WWW.BHMSD.ORG

2024-2025
KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION
BLUFFTON-HARRISON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
1:00PM - 6:30PM
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13

BHMSD WELCOMES INCOMING STUDENTS AND
FAMILIES FROM ALL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

ALL STUDENTS AGE 5 BY AUGUST 1, 2024, ARE
ELIGIBLE TO ATTEND KINDERGARTEN IN THE FALL.

ADMINISTRATORS

OFFICE: (260) 824-0333

MEET THE

ASK
QUESTIONS




LOCAL/AREA

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A Richmond lawmaker pushed two
distinct health care measures to the
finish line on Friday, one addressing
the nursing profession and another on
ambulance payments.

Rep. Brad Barrett, a Republican,
said he was “proud of what we cre-
ated here” on the nursing bill, which
had provisions from three separate bills
amended into it on the final day of the
2024 legislative session.

House Bill 1259 originally included
language to reduce hurdles for foreign-
educated nurses working in Indiana,
which the Senate stripped to avoid
duplicating efforts in one of their bills.
It also will eliminate the 18-month
requirement for nurse preceptors, who
fill a mentor role, in favor of letting
employers decide.

On Friday, lawmakers added lan-
guage from Senate Bill 139 to estab-
lish a therapeutic psilocybin research
fund — a proposal that passed the Sen-
ate and a House committee but didn’t
make it to the House floor — along
with House Bill 1327, which required
health entities to report their ownership
data. The Indiana Division of Health
will then post that information on a
public-facing dashboard.

Barrett said the psilocybin research,
funded by federal dollars or donations,
would “really help gain ground in a
very frustrating mental health space.”
Committee testimony emphasized the
rigorous oversight and potential ben-
efits of the drugs for treatment-resistant
depression, obsessive-compulsive dis-
order and others.

Barrett’s peers approved his bill on a
93-5 vote and it passed the Senate on a
45-1 vote.

Ambulances payments

House Bill 1385 would require
health plans to pay out-of-network
ambulance providers for transports at
rates set by local units. In the absence
of a local rate, insurers would pay
either the provider’s billed charges or

Nursing and ambulance
payments Dbills cross
the legislative finish line

Measure to eliminate tax on
menstrual products won't become law

at 400% of the Medicare base rate —
whichever is less.

Senators amended the House pro-
posal to strike the state health plan to
avoid a fiscal, or cost, which could sink
the bill in a non-budget session and to
refine language around hospital ambu-
lances.

An effort to eliminate the sales tax
on menstrual products, including tam-
pons and pads, didn’t survive this ses-
sion. Rep. Peggy Mayfield introduced
the language in committee on Senate
Bill 256 but senators ruled that the pro-
posal wasn’t germane to the underlying
bill and it didn’t appear elsewhere by
session’s end.

“There’s two mechanisms for hospi-
tals to negotiate with insurance. One is
as a global negotiation and we’re leav-
ing that space alone,” said Barrett in a
rules committee. “The other option is for
hospitals to do this just as private ambu-
lances would do (this) and have separate
negotiations. That is left in the bill.”

On Friday, lawmakers from both
chambers negotiated to add Senate Bill
10 to the final version, a measure that
would establish a Community Cares
grant program to help localities estab-
lish health programs and reduce public
safety expenses. Barrett noted Senate
Bill 10 passed the Senate and his Pub-
lic Health Committee unanimously but
didn’t get through Ways and Means.

“Only with the (Ways and Means)
chairman’s release was it included in
this,” Barrett said. “It was a grant that
has been established ... overseen by
the Department of Mental Health and
Addiction through (the Family and
Social Services Administration) and
unfunded. But a mechanism for fund-
ing exists in the event that there are fed-
eral dollars available.”

Barrett noted the state could choose
to fund it in the future or the grant
could accept donations.

The bill passed the Senate on a 45-2
vote. In the House it had unanimous
support.

Both bills are headed to the governor.

Bill limiting land

buys by ‘foreign

adversaries’ goes to governor

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Legislation banning citizens and compa-
nies from six “foreign adversary” countries
from owning or leasing certain plots of land
in Indiana heads to Gov. Eric Holcomb’s
desk, after lawmakers approved a final draft
of the bill Friday.

There is some concern it would com-
promise economic development deals in
the works, but it passed easily through both
chambers: unanimously, 47-0, in the Senate,
and 91-1 in the House. Rep. Mark Genda,
R-Frankfort, was the lone “no” vote.

Author Rep. Kendell Culp, R-Rensselaer,
told the House Friday that his bill “protects
Indiana’s farmland and our food security.”

House Bill 1183 bars entities affiliated
with China, Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Rus-
sia and Venezuela from acquiring or renting
agricultural land — and mineral, riparian
and water rights. Those nations are on a list
kept by the U.S. Department of Commerce.

It also prohibits purchases and leases of
land in a 10-mile radius of a military instal-
lation. That provision applies to entities
from China, Iran, North Korea, Russia and
any other countries designated “threats to
critical infrastructure.”

There are exceptions for dual citizens and
lawful permanent residents. It also lets citi-
zens of the “adversary” countries rent resi-

MEATS

Mon.-Thur.9-5 « Fri.9-6 - Sat. 8

SPECIALS

Beef Sirloin Tip Roast............. $7.09/1b.
Maple Sausage Patties ............. $3.29/Ib.
Honey Loaf Lunch Meat ........... $5.49/b.
Muenster Cheese ................. $4.49/b.

dential properties, meant to accommodate
university students, professors and others.

The Indiana Attorney General would be
empowered to act on suspected violations.
Illegally purchased land would be subject
to divestiture, and the proceeds would go to
first to lien-holders and then to the state of
Indiana’s coffers.

The legislation has gotten some pushback.

Eleven Chinese companies are currently
seeking projects within Indiana, according to
bill sponsor Sen. Jean Leising, R-Oldenburg.

Accordingly, bipartisan lawmakers
whose districts wanted to host those projects
unsuccessfully pushed for changes allowing
local units of government to circumvent the
restrictions.

But there’s still one major carveout:
renewals for leases made before July 1,
2024 are exempt from the ban, as long as
the land leased doesn’t change. That’s to
accommodate Syngenta, a Switzerland-
based agrichemical company acquired by
ChemChina in 2017.

The legislation builds on a previous mea-
sure passed in the 2022 session, which lim-
ited foreign entities from buying more than
320 acres in Indiana for crop farming or
timber production, among other restrictions.
That measure included farmland-related
exceptions for research, confined feeding
operations and egg-producing operations.

(Subject to change)

SidesciBecfRvailableaiMarketP¥ices

Whole or Half Hog. . ........

dressed weight

° o 0 0 e 0 00000 00

$2.99/1b.

www.lengerichmeats.com

PRICES GOOD Mar. 11 — Mar. 16, 2024

CALL IN ADVANCE FOR ALL

GE{IRYOURIEASTERIH QM=

Pulled Pork with or without BBQ sauce - Sloppy Joe - Smoked Pork Chops ;
Meat & Cheese Trays « Roasting Hogs - Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad i\ : ol
1 — 1

SPECIAL ORDERS

MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2024 - The News-Banner - Page 3

Wells Court Docket

Wells Superior Court
Criminal Cases

Steven Carl Thomas, 61,
Colgate, Ohio, was sen-
tenced to one year in the
Wells County Jail with all
time suspended. Thomas
was sentenced immediately
after he pled guilty to one
count of battery resulting
in bodily injury, a Class A
misdemeanor. One count
of residential entry, a Level
6 felony, was dismissed as
part of the plea agreement.
Thomas is also required to
serve one year on proba-
tion and pay court costs and

filing fees in the amount of
$314.

Jaden Tyler Cornett, 24,
Markle, was sentenced to
180 days in the Wells Coun-
ty Jail with all but four days
suspended. Cornett pled
guilty to one count of dis-
orderly conduct, a Class B
misdemeanor. Cornett is also
required to serve 361 days
on probation and pay court
costs and filing fees in the
amount of $189.

Joshua Isaac Lutz, 19,
Fort Wayne, appeared in

the Wells Superior Court
for a hearing to revoke his
sentence after he violated
probation. Lutz was ordered
to serve 60 days of his 213
day suspended sentence in
jail.

In late September, Lutz
was sentenced to one year in
the Wells County Jail with
213 days suspended and
152 days of jail credit. Lutz
pled guilty to one count of
domestic battery, a Class A
misdemeanor. Lutz is also
required to pay court costs
and filing fees in the amount
of $3309.

Indiana lawmakers compromise
on Republican priority bill to
define and ban antisemitism

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

After multiple iterations
and weeks of debate, a bill
to define and ban antisemi-
tism at Indiana’s public edu-
cation institutions cleared
the General Assembly on
Friday and now awaits a sig-
nature from the governor.

“This is a very strong
statement that the state of
Indiana finds it abhorrent that
anybody would ever engage
in any type of antisemitic
behavior,” said bill sponsor
Sen. Aaron Freeman, R-Indi-
anapolis, adding that the defi-
nition “will hopefully be a
guide to live by in the future
for our state.”

In contention has been a
definition of antisemitism
adopted by the International
Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance, part of which ref-
erences 11 “contemporary
examples” of antisemitism
that members of the Hoo-
sier Jewish community said
are necessary to codify in
state law. Critics maintained
those examples are overly
broad and limit free speech,
however.

In the final hours of the
legislative session, a com-
promise on the final version
of House Bill 1002 found a
middle ground: include the
IHRA’s core definition of
antisemitism, but not specif-
ically reference the accom-
panying examples.

The House priority bill,
authored by Rep. Chris
Jeter, R-Fishers, ultimately
passed unanimously from
the House, and with just one
opposing vote in the Senate
from Fort Wayne Republi-
can Liz Brown.

“House Bill 1002 ... has
been on quite a journey,”
Jeter said. “One of the big
discussion points really
revolved around how to
reference the definition. ...
There were some real, more
technical negotiations back
and forth about whether we
should reference an outside
group, or whether we should
put the definition right into
the code, and so that it’s
really clear that it doesn’t
change unless we change
it. We sort of came to an
agreement on that by doing
both — we tightened the
language down, referenced
IHRA, and then put the
actual words, the definition,
and pegged it to a certain
date. I think that got every-
body good with that.”

Jeter said the exam-
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ples created “issues” for
lawmakers, though: “We
removed a reference to
those because some were
problematic.”

The Indianapolis Jew-
ish Community Relations
Council — which previously
reversed its support when
senators removed all refer-
ence to IHRA in an earlier
draft — said it approved of
the final bill and was “grate-
ful” to the General Assembly
for “standing with us in the
fight against antisemitism.”

The group additionally
applauded the bill for “for-
mally recognizing that anti-
semitism, whether expressed
by an individual or through
an institutional policy, is a
prohibited form of discrimi-
nation in educational institu-
tions in this state.”

Policymakers
define antisemitism

The final bill language
approved by legislators is
part — but not all — of
IHRA’s overall definition of
antisemitism.

The intergovernmental
organization, comprised of
dozens of countries including
the United States and Israel,
adopted the “working defini-
tion” of antisemitism in 2016.
Since then, the definition
has been widely accepted by
Jewish groups and is used by
the U.S. State Department,
the European Union and the
United Nations.

That “working defini-
tion” includes contemporary
examples of antisemitism,
like “denying the Jewish peo-
ple their right to self-determi-
nation by claiming that the
existence of a State of Israel
18 a racist endeavor,” and
“holding Jews collectively
responsible for actions of the
State of Israel.”

The original legisla-
tion specifically included
IHRA’s “contemporary
examples of antisemitism
included in the May 26,
2016, working definition of
antisemitism.”

But Friday’s bill instead

defines antisemitism as “a
certain perception of Jews,
which may be expressed as
hatred toward Jews.” It con-
tinues, saying “rhetorical
and physical manifestations
of antisemitism are directed
toward Jewish or non-Jew-
ish individuals and or their
property, toward Jewish
community institutions and
religious facilities.”

Although included in
earlier versions of the bill,
lawmakers removed another
provision that said “criticism
of Israel similar to that lev-
eled against any other coun-
try” is not antisemitism.

Indiana law already bans
discrimination on the basis
of race and “creed,” which
means religion. The legisla-
tion specifies that antisemi-
tism — bias against Jew-
ish people — is religious
discrimination and is not
allowed within the public
education system.

Jeter filed an identical
bill in 2023. It passed out of
the House in a 97-0 vote but
never received a committee
hearing in the Senate, effec-
tively killing the proposal.

Caryl Auslander, speak-
ing on behalf of the JCRC
on Friday, said antisemitism
“is not just criticism against
the State of Israel.”

“Our feeling is that there’s
a fine line between hate
speech and free speech,”
Auslander said. “But there
are limitations on free
speech, as we know. It’s not
universal, and so we feel very
strongly that this will make a
very strong statement against
hate in the State of Indiana
against Jews.”

Critics of the IHRA defi-
nition have argued that it’s
overly broad and limits free
speech. They worried, too,
that criticism of a foreign
government would still count
as anti-Jewish rhetoric.

Many of those issues
appeared to be resolved
after the IHRA reference
was struck out earlier in the
session.
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Public access counselor bill
fails on process and policy

Indiana’s public records law opens
like this:

“A fundamental philosophy of the
American constitutional form of repre-
sentative government is that government
is the servant of the people and not their
master. Accordingly, it is the public
policy of the state that all persons are
entitled to full and complete information
regarding the affairs of government and

the official acts of those who represent Niki
them as public officials and employees.”
And it’s clear that the GOP-led Kelly

General Assembly
doesn’t believe that. If
lawmakers did, they
would want to empower
Indiana’s public access
counselor — not defang
it.

‘Hoosier
Opinions

Indiana’s already weak public records and access
laws took a body blow this week as lawmakers pulled
a fast one to reduce what little power the state’s public
access counselor has. Changing the role’s four-year term
to at-will employment strips protections from politics
and places the elected above the everyman.

The irony behind gutting the position is that it came
with no transparency and on the eve of a national recog-
nition of the importance of transparency in a functioning
democracy. Happy Sunshine Week to journalists and
citizens alike who dare to want to know what their gov-
ernment is up to!

Procedure often bugs me more than the policy, but
this is one of those rare cases that is a two-fer.

There were no bills filed on the topic. There were
no specific hearings vetting whether Public Access
Counselor Luke Britt is or isn’t doing his job. So, there
was no real chance for the public to attend a hearing and
have their say. After all, the underlying bill was about
meeting decorum and trespass issues — not transpar-
ency.

The language was inserted with 11 days left in a two-
month session.

A few people were there to testify on the underlying
bill and when asked about the new provisions didn’t
have an opinion because they had just seen it. The
Hoosier State Press Association wasn’t there to weigh
in. This simply isn’t how laws should be made.

Independence is important

So, let’s talk about the actual changes to the statute.

To begin with, Indiana’s public access counselor is
who citizens go to when they are denied a record or
access to their government. The office issues advisory
opinions as to whether, for instance, a document is a
public record or whether a local government inappropri-
ately made a decision in private instead of in public.

For instance, the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office
recently tried to hide a nonemergency call from disclo-
sure. It used an investigatory records exemption but the
counselor ruled there was no crime being investigated
so that exemption was not allowed. The counselor also
found the Marion County Prosecutor’s Office had to
provide a copy of a deleted social media post.

The counselor can’t issue fines. The opinions are
advisory. If you win and the entity still doesn’t follow
the law, you have to sue.

Looking through some of the opinions, the counselor
denies most of the complaints. I have certainly lost more
than I have won.

For instance, Hoosiers regularly lose requests that
don’t follow “reasonable particularity” — i.e., a request
can’t be a vague fishing expedition. And the counselor
recently found that a working group inside the East
Noble School Corporation that is vetting library books
doesn’t qualify as a public body.

But the counselor is an independent arbiter of the law
who isn’t bound to either side. The role is an invaluable
resource.

Right now, he or she serves a fixed four-year term
and can only be fired “for cause.” House Bill 1338 says
the counselor serves at the pleasure of the governor and
can be removed the first time he or she issues a ruling
someone powerful doesn’t like.

The next change is that the counselor now can only
use the public access law itself and court rulings to issue
opinions. Not even a dictionary!

Sen. Aaron Freeman, R-Indianapolis, added the lan-
guage because of several rulings that he thinks have
been too liberal.

The use of the word liberal is interesting since the
public access law itself says in black and white it must
be “liberally construed.” So, the counselor role is getting
neutered because Britt was following the law.

The House concurred on the Senate bill Wednesday
in a 58-36 vote. My last hope is that Gov. Eric Holcomb
has the courage to stand up and veto the bill.

He has a procedural argument, that the language was
unvetted and the public left out of the process. And he
would be in the right to always err on the side of the
public’s right to know — just like the law says.

Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, a non-
profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle com
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Brace yourselves for a rollicking
GOP governor primary

In two months, Hoosier voters will be selecting
nominees for their next governor. Former Republican
school superintendent Jennifer McCormick will be the
Democrat nominee, and Libertarians have nominated
Donald Rainwater again. For Republicans, there are an
unprecedented six candidates seeking to replace term-
limited Gov. Eric Holcomb.

I say “unprecedented” because in the television
age of Hoosier politics, the GOP primary race usually
comes down to two or three candidates, like in 2004
when Mitch Daniels faced Eric Miller after the field
winnowed. That six candidates are in the field in a race
that will almost certainly exceed
$20 million means that no one has
consolidated a grip on the nomina-
tion ... yet.

U.S. Sen. Mike Braun is the per-
ceived frontrunner. A poll this week by The Hill and
Emerson College had him leading the field with 33%,
followed by Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch at 7.2%, Fort
Wayne businessman Eric Doden at 6.6% and former
Commerce Secretary Brad Chambers at 5.2%. Also
in the race are former attorney general Curtis Hill and
businesswoman Jamie Reitenouer.

That leaves a whopping 43% undecided.

Brian Gramache, spokesman for the Doden cam-
paign, observes that “despite spending more than $3
million, Mike Braun has slipped from 47% to 34%
in the most recent public survey. That’s a 13-point
drop in the polls without a dollar of advertising spent
against him.” He cited internal Braun polls showing
the senator with 40% in late December and 47% in
late November.

So this race is in a state of flux, as to be expected.
Coming next will be a spate of attack (or contrasting)
TV ads. By this weekend, whether you are watching
Fox59, CNN or Peacock, this race will switch into
hyper-mode, and the gloves will finally slip off the
brass knuckles.

“We will be the beneficiary of a seven-figure
broadcast, mail, digital and streaming independent buy
attacking Braun by this weekend,” Marty Obst, senior
adviser for the Brad Chambers campaign, told Howey
Politics/State Affairs Pro.

But Obst contends that internal polling for Cham-
bers about two weeks ago shows Braun’s support is
shallow. “Braun’s numbers are weak and soft,” Obst
said. “He will be vulnerable to attacks from Doden —
and Chambers — affiliated PACs. The perception is
that Braun is up with about 40%, but it is soft. Doden,
Crouch and Chambers are crowded around second
place.”

The Chambers campaign has spent $8 million thus
far ginning up his name ID and positive message. Obst
insisted Chambers wouldn’t have entered this race had
there not been a “path” to victory.

Gamache added, “To date, the Doden campaign
has spent less than $5 million on media and advertis-
ing, and thanks to our strong fundraising, we’re well-
positioned to continue advertising competitively with
the other campaigns.”

The Crouch campaign, which unveiled its first TV

Politicking

ad last week, declined to specify how much
it will spend. “It’s significant,” campaign
spokesman Robert Vane said. “We will be
on the air until May 7.”

Braun campaign spokesman Jahan
Wilcox declined to specify how much the
campaign has spent to date. (Obst says it’s
about $3 million, but Howey Politics/State
Affairs has not independently verified any
of the ad expenditures.) “The rest of the
questions pertain to strategy, and we don’t
discuss that,” Wilcox said.

Wilcox con-
firmed Braun will not partici-
pate in Monday’s first debate
hosted by the Carmel Current
at the Palladium. The sold-out
event is scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. ET and will be
livestreamed at YouAreCurrent.com. The campaign
did not say why Braun will skip this debate but indi-
cated he will participate in the other scheduled debates
in March and April.

Perhaps the biggest advertising change comes with
the expansion from broadcast, cable, mail and digital
modes and into streaming services as more consumers
cut their cable cords.

According to Maya Hoff of Marketplace, “Stream-
ing services ... are a relatively new territory for politi-
cal advertising regulation. Since the FCC has no over-
sight over how political ads are streamed, the services
are left to write their own rules and policies on the ads
they choose and how they run them.”

Key questions heading into the final two months of
the campaign:

1. Will former president Donald Trump come back
to Indiana to campaign for his endorsed candidate,
Sen. Braun? In 2018, Trump had multiple rallies for
Braun, helping him upset Democrat Sen. Joe Don-
nelly.

2. Will candidates with the ability to self-fund
— Braun, Doden and Chambers — write more big
personal checks? Chambers just gave his campaign
another $2 million on top of the $5 million he seeded
last August.

3. Lt. Gov. Crouch will be freed from her State-
house duties after the General Assembly’s conclusion.
She has been endorsed by more than 100 locally elect-
ed officials, including 27 in law enforcement and won
recent straw polls in the 6th Congressional District and
Tippecanoe County. Will that local support give Indi-
ana Republicans their first female nominee?

4. Doden has raised close to $700,000 in large
donations this past month (compared to $265,000
for Braun, $360,000 for Chambers and $210,000 for
Crouch), suggesting he has some momentum.

5. After a generation of GOP campaigns without
negative TV ads (by Govs. Daniels, Mike Pence and
Holcomb) will the coming din turn off voters?

Stay tuned, folks.

Brian Howey is senior writer and columnist for Howey
Politics Indiana/State Affairs. Find Howey on Facebook and X
@hwypol.

The ongoing denigration of Black conservatives

President Joe Biden
stirred up controversy during
the last presidential cam-
paign, when, in an interview
with a Black radio host, he
said, “If you have a problem
figuring out if you’re for me
or Trump, you ain’t Black.”

Biden got pushback on
this, but he captured a pretty
common view among liber-
als. That is, that liberalism
is genetically emblazoned
in Black DNA. They see

Marcus of The Washington
Post, and Jane Mayer of
The New Yorker, have been
on the story for years —
Mayer first reporting about
it in 2017. This despite no
definitive evidence that the
racist post was the work of
Clanton.

Now that Thomas has

Star hired Clanton, liberals have

shifted into high gear. With

Parker all the supposed concerns of
the left about racism, none

<7 “Apparently” is enough for Mayer
and her liberal compatriots to convict.

When Pryor hired Clanton, who
had a previous clerkship with Judge
Corey Maze in the U.S. District
Court for the Northern District of
Alabama, seven congressional Demo-
crats called for an investigation. An
investigation was conducted by Chief
Judge Debra Ann Livingston of the
Second Circuit. The end of Livings-
ton’s investigation of the incident was
a green light for Clanton.

Livingston pointed out that both
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Blacks who are not liberal as
not normal, not really Black.

As a Black woman and a conser-
vative for many years, I can testify
to the prevalence of this view. Now
the liberal media is getting into a
new version of this. Same story, but
slightly different version.

The big scoop is that Supreme
Court Justice Clarence Thomas has
hired as one of his clerks a young
woman who has been accused of rac-
ism.

Crystal Clanton, a magna cum
laude graduate of Antonin Scalia Law
School at George Mason Univer-
sity, most recently a clerk for highly
respected conservative Judge William
Pryor on the 11th circuit federal court
of appeals, was just hired by Thomas.
Clanton, according to liberal accus-
ers, posted remarks, back in 2015,
while working at Turning Point USA,
saying “I hate Black people” with
some profanity accompanying the
statement.

Far left journalists, such as Ruth

seem troubled or confused
by the allegation that a Black judge
— no less the most prominent Black
jurist in the nation — would hire a
racist. How does that compute?

The answer is that in liberal eyes,
Black conservatives “ain’t Black.”

Certainly, a Black conservative
as sophisticated as Thomas could in
no way be Black. And therefore, he
could even be a racist and sympa-
thetic to racists.

Absurd? Of course. Is it demean-
ing and insulting to Thomas? Of
course.

Liberals are not only very toler-
ant of sloppy thinking. They are
also tolerant of sloppy journalism.
Mayer’s latest coverage, which she
first reported in the New Yorker in
2017, appears under the headline
“The Scandal of Clarence Thomas’s
New Clerk.”

What is the scandal? Thomas has
hired Clanton “who became notori-
ous in 2015 for apparently sending

texts that said, ‘I hate Black people ...

Maze and Pryor knew of the allega-
tions when they hired her, rejected
their validity and found her to be
highly competent.

As part of the Second Circuit
investigation, Thomas sent a letter
saying, “I know Crystal Clanton and
I know bigotry. ... Bigotry is antitheti-
cal to her nature.” Thomas and his
wife, Ginni, have known Clanton for
years and Clanton actually lived with
them for almost a year. If she was a
racist, how could Thomas not know
it?

Yet despite this, liberal journalists
continue on about him hiring a racist
as his clerk.

When will we realize that the real
racism belongs to liberals who see
every Black American as a liberal
mannequin, denying their uniqueness,
integrity and individuality? When
will we realize the disservice to
Black Americans and all Americans
in denying the humanity of Black
Americans who are conservative?
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What's happening at the Wells County Public Library

The Wells County Public Library takes
its mission to “provide the community with
access, knowledge and growth” very serious-
ly and offers a variety of events each week
for kids, teens, and adults.

Registration is preferred at most events.
To sign up, go to www.wellscolibrary.org,
click on the Library Event Calendar, navi-
gate to the date of the event, and view more
to get to the registration screen. Alternative-
ly, call 260-824-1612 (Bluffton) or 260-622-
4691 (Ossian) to register.

Brown Bag Book Club

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Monday,
March 11 at 1:30 p.m.

Adults. Pick up a copy of the book-of-the-
month at the library before the discussion
each month. This month’s book for discus-
sion is “The Disappearing Spoon” by Sam
Kean. Registration appreciated.

Crafty Kids At Ossian

At the Ossian Branch Library: Monday,
March 11 at 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

School-age kids. Drop-in for a different
craft each month. No registration needed.

Computer and iPad Club

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Tuesday,
March 12 from 1 to 3 p.m.

Adults. Start with Computer Club and
then go or stay for iPad Club. Each month
has a different tech focus and there is plen-
ty of time for questions. All skill levels are
welcome. Registration appreciated your first
visit.

Cook, Talk, Taste

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Tuesday,
March 12 from 6 to 7 p.m.

Adults. Enjoy the tastiest club at the
library. This month the group will be talking
about differences in types of dough, along
with samples to taste. Registration appreci-
ated.

Children’s Book Clubs

At the Main Library (Bluffton)
Grades 3-4 Book Club: Tuesday, March

12 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Grades 5-6 Book Club: Thursday, March
14 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Pick up a copy of the book-of-the-month
when you sign up at the library. Talk about
the book and enjoy an activity or craft based
on the book.

Teen Fun with Food At Ossian
At the Ossian Branch Library: Thursday,
March 14 from 3 to 4 p.m.
Grades 6-12. Get hands-on experience
with treats dipped in chocolate. Registration
appreciated.

Teen Book Club

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Thursday,
March 14 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Grades 6-12. Join us as we discuss “The
Inheritance Games” by Jennifer Lynn Barnes
and enjoy an Inheritance Treasure Hunt. Pick
up the book-of-the-month when you register
at the library.

Book Discussion: “Blessings”

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Thursday,
March 14 at 6:30 p.m.

Adults. Pick up a copy of the book-of-the-
month at the library before the discussion
each month. This month’s book for discus-
sion is “Blessings” by Anna Quindlen. Reg-
istration appreciated.

Saturday Movies
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Saturday,
March 16 at 11 am.
All ages. Drop-in for a family-friendly
movie under the stars in the Story Hour
Room.

Secrets & Truths

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Monday,
March 18 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Grades 6-12. How’s your poker face?
Do you know your friends? Are you good at
reading strangers? Test your social deduction
skills and get to know your peers and friends
better with games that test your abilities at

S ™

Senior Maddie Brown
has been selected to
receive the Norwell
Internship Spotlight
award. She has been
doing her experience at
Christian Care Retirement
Community the entire
school year. Her mentor
is scheduling coordinator
Cierrah Walden. Maddie
is the daughter of Jeremy
Baer of Willshire, Ohio
and Kimberly Brown of
Bluffton.

As a CNA (Certified
Nursing Assistant), Mad-

f@: Norwell Internship Spotlight award
Maddie Brown

die assists her residents
with ADL’s (Activities
of Daily Living). This
includes toileting, walk-
ing, and hygiene. When
Maddie starts her shift,
she reads reports on each
of her residents. She then
begins charting such
information as behaviors,
toileting, and food intake
for her residents.

Upon graduation,
Maddie plans to attend
Indiana Tech. in Fort
Wayne to study health
sciences and attain her

BSN (Bachelors of Sci-
ences in Nursing).

Maddie Brown

Gloria’s favorite time of the year

Editor’s Note: Gloria
is taking the week off to get
caught up on some spring
cleaning and answering mail.
So this week we step back into
the time machine to the spring
of 2019 and read about this
favorite time of year in the
Yoder household. Gloria will
return next week- Kevin Wil-
liams, Editor

Ah, this Spring weather
gets me going. [ can’t wait
to start planting the garden.
Daniel plowed our garden
plot a couple days ago in
hopes to have it dry out
faster. Digging deeper by
plowing also helps some of
those buried nutrients to get
closer to the surface where
the plants will take be taking
root. The way it sounds we
have more rain coming the
next couple of days so we’ll
try to stay patient. There’s
just nothing like fresh good-
ies from the garden. Equal-
ly fulfilling is watching the
children’s eyes widen with
delight as they help harvest
veggies straight from plants
they heed start from seed,
pulled weeds, and helped
keep watered.

A couple girls from
our church own a green-
house that they have been
experimenting with grow-
ing greens all winter long.
Now that is quite impres-
sive if you ask me. Fresh,
nutritious salad greens
in December surely is an
amazing experience. Even
children will eat salads bet-
ter if it’s made up of tender
young greens fresh from the
patch. We have found too,
that having a good dressing
to go over the salad does go
a long way, whether you’re
feeding youngsters or even
Daddy! Daniel is just like
my dad has been as long as
I can remember; to them,
it’s not worth even eating a
salad if you don’t have some
good old fashioned home-
made dressing to go with it.

Another alternative,
I’ve found when it comes
to salad in the dead of win-
ter or when you run out of
patience while waiting in
the Springtime is sprouting

The Amish Cook

by Gloria Yoder |

your own seeds. It doesn’t
take nearly as long as plant-
ing and waiting till your let-
tuce is ready to harvest and
not only that, you can keep
growing it on your counter-
top through every inch of
rain that falls relentlessly on
the outdoors.

Talking about rain, yes-
terday when Julia stepped
inside after her walk home
from school she said,
“Mom, I know what we
could do to help the garden
dry off faster. We could use
buckets and dip the water
out of those furrows.”
Bless her heart. Obviously,
she heard Daniel and I dis-
cussing the matter the day
before and noticed all the
water that still needed to dry
out as she walked past the
garden.

I went with her to inves-
tigate, yes she was correct,
gardening does look like it
could be a little way off yet,
but then this really can be an
opportunity to be an exam-
ple to the children of being
thankful for the weather
God sends us and not spend
time pining over it.

Flowers are another thing
I enjoy, but I need or want to
keep things basic this year.
Never again will I have this
Summer with two one-year-
old boys and a two-year-old
girl. As my aunt would say,
“Your flowers run around.”
Yes, I wouldn’t trade my
darling for the world’s most
stunning flowers. Neither
do I want my little ones to
grow up with the memory
that Mom was constantly
saying, “No, no, don’t pick
Mommy'’s flowers!” So one
lofty goal that I do have is
having a few nice long rows

of flowers in the garden,
solely for the children to
be able to go out and pick
bouquets, I'm not sure what
kind it’ll be yet, perhaps
some gladiolus and free-
sias that cousin Owen gave.
Since Owen is staying at our
house, we also get to have
his blueberry plants which
he planted in large totes
a year ago. A brainy idea,
now he could just move it
with him. I can just see the
little boys’ hands reach up
and pick fresh berries, that
is if we can keep their hands
off long enough to allow the
berries to ripen.

GLORIA’S SPRING

SALAD

-2 cups chopped lettuce

-1 cup sprouted alfalfa
seeds

-1 hard boiled egg, diced

-4 cup each of the

following:

-Ham or chicken, diced

-Bacon

- Carrots

-Radishes

-Onions

- Cheese, shredded

-Raisins or dried cranber-
ries

- %% cup pecans or nuts

of your choice

Cut veggies, ham and
bacon into chunks. Toss
everything together. We pre-
fer using chopped pecans
and browning them lightly
in a tablespoon of melted
butter and sprinkling them
with salt. This adds an out-
standing flavor to the entire
salad. Last but not least,
remember to toss in only
what strikes your fancy and
don’t be limited to these
options.
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intrigue and instinct. Registration required.

Craft Club

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Tuesday,
March 19 from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.

Adults. Bring a current travel-sized proj-
ect and your materials with you to work on
your craft projects while chatting with oth-
ers and learning from each other. Open to
those that knit, crochet, embroider, quilt,
paper craft, and more. See what materials the
library has to assist you as well. Registration
appreciated, but not required.

Intro to the Computer and Internet

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Tuesday,
March 19 and Tuesday, March 26 from 6 to
8 p.m.

Adults. This two-part, beginning level
computer class will cover everything from
how to turn on the computer, using the
mouse and keyboard, working with Win-
dows, and basic computer terminology. No
computer experience necessary. Registration
required for this computer class series.

Kids’ Club

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Tuesday,
March 19 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

A club for kids in K-3rd grade who enjoy
fun stories, activities, and crafts! The meet-
ing will be held in the Story Hour room
every third Tuesday of the month. The pro-
gram lasts about an hour. Registration appre-
ciated.

Theater Thursday
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Thursday,
March 21 at 10 am
Adults. Join us for a movie, popcorn, and
snacks. Sponsored by the Bluffton Parks &
Recreation and the Friends of the Library.
No registration needed.

Board Game Night
At the Ossian Branch Library: Thursday,
March 21 from 6 to 8 p.m.
Adults (18+). Join us for a night of table-

\fouv qo"-ro Seo&-...

top games at the Ossian Branch. Registration
appreciated.

Fine Dining Extravaganza: Club 456

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Thursday,
March 21 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Grades 4-6. Connect with friends over a
multi-course meal! Fancy attire recommend-
ed but not required. Registration requested.

Trivia Night At The Parlor City
Brewing Company

Sunday, March 24 from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Adults (21+). Grab a team of up to four
people and test your knowledge on a variety
of subjects, from pop culture, sports, local
history, and other trivia categories. Prizes
awarded; space is limited. Sign up at the
library or online at wellscolibrary.org.

Library Hours

At the main library in Bluffton — Mon-
day through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Saturday, 9 a.m. to
2 p.m.

At the Ossian branch library — Monday
through Thursday, 9 am. to 8 p.m.; Friday, 9
am. to 5 p.m.; and Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon.

Access the library online at www.wellsco-
library.org for digital books, magazines,
online databases, event info, and more.

Workday at the Wells County Historical Museum

Volunteers will be gath-
ering at the Wells County
Historical Museum on
Tuesday morning, March
12, to move display cases

The Sports Room is
being relocated to the sec-
ond floor and the museum
is looking for items to add

to this collection. Some
larger items also will be
added to the Carriage Barn
area for display.

and artifacts in preparation
for 2024 Opening Day on
Sunday, April 14th.

Items have been added
to the Military display in
the Annex, a 1913 and 2003
Flood Display has been
created and a new display

featuring the work of local O
artist Harry Lindstrand is llp.duﬂ-ﬂquﬂ'.-'ﬂ Ilhﬂllt-ﬂf’“"ﬂ'h
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Knights open up the track season at
Bulldog Invitational at Indiana Tech

The Norwell track and field teams had
their first event of the 2024 season on
Saturday.

The Knights’ co-ed squads traveled
to Indiana Tech indoors for the Bull-
dog Invitational. The boys finished tied
for ninth with a team score of 25 points,
while the girls placed 11th with 11.33
points.

Carroll was the overall champion in
both boys and girls. Full team results are
below.

Top performers were:

Girls

* Eden Nash 14th in the 60-meter hur-
dles with a time of 10.86.

e Jaycie Grzych eighth in the high
jump with a jump of 4-6.

* Haley Williamson 15th in the long
jump with a jump of 14-3.

* Emerson Meredith third in the pole
vault with a height of 9-6, Ryleigh Huff-
man sixth (7-6) and Kendall Dunwiddie
(7-0) seventh.

» Sawyer Peterson 19th in the shot put
with a throw of 27-7.

Boys

e Trevon Stoppenhagen fifth in the
60-meter dash with a time of 7.36.

e Gavin Threewits 10th in the 3200-meter run with a
time of 10:49.63 and Lukas Mashuda 19th with a time of
11:17.23.

¢ Cohen Garrett 14th in the 60-meter hurdles 10.60.

e Jace Harmon second in the long jump with a jump of
20-4.25.

e Jasper Kreigh fourth in the pole vault with a height of
12-6, Easton Scherrer seventh (10-6) and Zach Roberts 10th
(10-0).

e Alex Fojtik 10th in the shot put with a throw 38-4.5,
Luke Harkless 11th (38-1) and Will Gerber 18th (36-11).

Team results:

Boys

1. Carroll (95 points), 2. Northrop (86), 3. Churubusco
(64), 4. Manchester (55.50), 5. Westview (47), 6. Leo (43), 7.
Bremen (42.50), 8. Goshen (30), T9. Norwell (25) & DeKalb
(25), 11. South Adams (16), 12. North Side (13), 13. Plymouth
(11), 14. Wayne (10), T15. South Side (8) & Central Noble (8).

Girls

1. Carroll (156), 2. Warsaw (111), 3. Northrop (71), 3.
Northrop (71), 4. Leo (38), 5. Leo (28), 6. Central Noble
(27), 7. Goshen (26), 8. Plymouth (23), 9. DeKalb (22.33),
10. West Noble (14), 11. Norwell (11.33), 12. Churubusco
(11), T13. Wayne (10) South Side (10), 15. Westview (9),
16. North Side (8), 17. Manchester (6.33), 18. (3).

SPORTS

Habegger finished 3rd in state

Bluffton bowler Miken Habegger participated in the Indi-
ana high school state bowling tournament on Satur-
day. The event took place in Kokomo, where Habegger
bowled a 601 to place second in the qualifying round. In
the finals, he finished in third. In addition to this, Habeg-
ger competed in the Indiana youth open on Saturday
and Sunday in Fort Wayne. He bowled another perfect

Christopher Bell pulls out an emotional
victory for Joe Gibbs Racing at Phoenix

By JOHN MARSHALL
AP Sports Writer

AVONDALE, Ariz. (AP) — Chris-
topher Bell and the rest of Joe Gibbs
Racing have been through more than
their share of heartbreak in the desert.

Owner Joe Gibbs’ son, the team’s
vice chairman, died unexpectedly in
Phoenix two years ago. Last fall, a bro-
ken brake rotor spoiled Bell’s NAS-
CAR Cup Series championship hopes
in the Valley of the Sun.

Winning at Phoenix Raceway will
never erase the anguish, but it’s cer-
tainly another step in the healing pro-
cess.

Bell surged into the lead when Mar-
tin Truex Jr. was forced to pit and then
pulled away for an emotional NAS-
CAR Cup Series win at Phoenix Race-
way on Sunday.

“This one feels really good,” Bell
said. “You don’t get cars like that very
often, as you know. Just super, super
proud to be on this 20 car.”

JGR has been through a whirlwind
of emotions in Phoenix.

In 2022, hours after Ty Gibbs won
an Xfinity season championship for
his grandfather’s team, vice chairman
Coy Gibbs was found dead in his hotel
room. Ty’s father was 49.

Bell and JGR returned to Phoenix
Raceway in November as part of the
championship four vying for the Cup
Series title. Instead of mending emo-
tions, the team left dejected after Bell’s
car broke early in the race.

Given another shot, Bell held his
emotions in check and the crew gave
him the fastest car on a perfect after-
noon in the desert that ended with a

“It is a little bit cathartic,” Bell’s
crew chief Adam Stevens said.

Bell’s win in the No. 20 Toyota
also ended Chevrolet’s perfect start to
the season after winning the first three
races. He is the eighth different winner
in eight races at Phoenix Raceway’s
mile tri-oval.

Chris Buescher finished second
after being wrecking 27 laps into last
week’s race in Las Vegas and Ty Gibbs
was third for his career-best finish.
Brad Keselowski and Ryan Blaney
rounded out the top five.

“We had a rough go last week,”
Buescher said. “This was good to get
everybody back to prove that we’re in
this together and we’re going to win
one of these things as a team.”

The Phoenix race marked the debut
of NASCAR’s new aerodynamics
package for short tracks in hopes of
producing more passing on tracks of
a mile or less and road courses. Good-
year also produced tires with thicker
treads designed to retain heat and
increase lap-time falloff.

Starting 13th, Bell took advantage
of the changes, overcoming a slow pit
stop to charge back to the front. Bell
moved into the lead with 40 laps to go
when leader Truex had to pit for fuel
and tires.

Bell led the final 49 laps for his sev-
enth career Cup Series victory — first
since Homestead in October.

“I drove a rocket ship today,” Bell
said. “It just took off.”

Truex and his crew made calculated
gamble on lap 217, opting to stay out
when most of the leaders went into the
pits.

The JGR driver stayed in the lead,

hoping he would have enough fuel and
his tires would hold out long enough to
reach the checkered flag. Neither hap-
pened and Truex was forced to the pits.
He finished seventh.

HAMLIN SPINS

Pole sitter Denny Hamlin took
advantage of having the first stall to
twice take the lead out of the pits, but
ran into trouble with about 100 laps
left.

Trying to pass Reddick, Hamlin’s
No. 11 car got loose and he spun out,
causing a caution that sent most of
the cars to the pits. Hamlin dropped
to 23rd after a pit stop and finished
11th.

“Just got in too deep and tried not to
wreck him,” Hamlin said. “Just ended
up wrecking ourselves.”

CINDRIC’S BAD LUCK

Austin Cindric had an early end to
his day, a week after a spinout knocked
him well back in the pack at Las Vegas.

Cindric completed six laps at Phoe-
nix Raceway before being involved in
a wreck with Austin Dillon and Derek
Kraus. Dillon and Kraus were able to
return to the track, but Cindric’s car
was damaged too much.

Cindric finished 29th at Las Vegas
and was in contention at the Daytona
500 before getting caught up in a late
wreck.

“I felt like I got hit twice,” Cindric
said. “T knew the 3 (Dillon) was on the
inside, but I thought he would fall back
but he came back up. It’s just a product
of not qualifying well.”

UP NEXT

The Cup Series heads to Bristol
Motor Speedway in Tennessee next
weekend.

game on Saturday to aid his 800 series with individual
scores of 257, 300 and 258. (Photo provided)

Knights defeat Tigers
in swimming & diving

Norwell’s swim and dive
teams defeated Bluffton on
Thursday in the second to last
week of the season.

The boys won 139-46,
while the girls 120-66.

Individual winners were:

Boys

* Ben Peterson in the div-
ing events and in the 50-yard
butterfly.

* Evan Swallow in the 200-
yard freestyle and in the 400-
yard freestyle.

* Easton Reinhard in the
100-yard IM and in the 100-
yard breaststroke.

* Wyatt Goulet in the 100-
yard freestyle.

e Tyler Zent in the 200-
yard backstroke.

¢ Oakleaf, Reinhard, Rodg-
ers and Hank in the 200-yard
medley relay.

e Zent, Goulet, Swallow
and Peterson in the 200-yard

freestyle relay.

¢ Goulet, Peterson, Swal-
low and Zent in the 300-yard
freestyle relay.

Girls

* Katelyn Troutt in the div-
ing events.

* Emma Easley in the 200-
yard freestyle.

* Faith Grant in the 50-yard

freestyle and in the 100-yard
backstroke.

e Mia Kurts in the 100-
yard freestyle.

* Reagan Wilson 100-yard
breaststroke.

*Hoopingarner, Mialkows-
ki, Easley and Kurtz in the
200-yard freestyle relay.

e Grant, Easley, Kurtz and
Mialkowski in the 300-yard
freestyle relay.

Ware scores 28 in the

massive celebration on victory lane.

Purdue retires Zach Edey’s jersey after he
leads No. 3 Boilermakers past Wisconsin

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

WEST LAFAYETTE,
Ind. (AP) — Zach Edey had
a banner day.

The 7-foot-4 Purdue
senior withstood a physical
onslaught from Wisconsin
in his home finale, perse-
vered and received a sur-
prise reward: seeing his jer-
sey number, 15, added to the
Mackey Arena rafters.

Edey played through
an injured left leg, fin-
ished with 25 points and 14
rebounds, became the first
Big Ten player with 2,200
points and 1,200 rebounds
and led No. 3 Purdue past
Wisconsin 78-70 on Sunday.
And then the Boilermakers
surprised him by retiring his
jersey.

“It’s real cool. I had all
my friends here from Toron-
to for like the first time,”
Edey said before addressing
the emotions of the day. “It’s
my last game in Mackey.”

And there was plenty to
celebrate for Edey and Pur-
due (28-3, 17-3), winners of
five straight.
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Afterward, Edey stood
arm in arm with his moth-
er before addressing the
crowd.

Before the game, coach
Matt Painter presented
point guard Braden Smith
with a ceremonial ball for
breaking Purdue’s single-
season assists record, which
stood for nearly 50 years.
Moments later, Purdue’s pep
band played “O Canada”
as a Senior Day tribute to
Edey, who’s from Toronto.

“I’ve been trying to get
them to do that for four
years,” Edey joked.

Edey needed less than
five minutes to grab the
three rebounds needed to
reach 1,200. It took a little
longer for the Boilermakers’
six-player senior class to
match Indiana’s record for
conference wins, 59, over
a four-year period. Indiana
did it from 1972-76.

Fletcher Loyer added 15
points and Smith added 10
points, 10 assists and eight
rebounds for the Boilermak-
ers, who won a second con-
secutive Big Ten title by at

‘ e |
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least three games.

John Blackwell scored 18
points for the Badgers (19-
12, 11-9). Tyler Wahl had 17
points and 10 rebounds, and
AlJ Storr also scored 17.

“I thought we did a lot
of good things offensively,”
Badgers coach Greg Gard
said. “That’s a tough team.
I would say you can’t get a
consistent diet of things in
the paint just because of his
presence.”

Purdue certainly tried to
fight off Edey near the bas-
ket, fouling him 11 times.
And it looked like Edey’s
presence might be short-
lived when he limped gin-
gerly to the bench with an
apparent left leg injury and
Purdue leading 17-9. He fin-
ished the half on the bench
because of foul trouble.

And after Loyer’s four-
point play helped stake Pur-
due to a 40-26 lead, Smith
appeared to hurt his right
ankle on a non-contact play.

He went to the locker room
but returned 75 seconds
later as the Boilermakers
made it 44-33 at the half.

Edey and Loyer remained
on the floor without appar-
ent difficulty in the second
half as the Badgers twice cut
the deficit to four. But the
Boilermakers answered with
3-pointers each time, first
by Smith and then by Caleb
Furst.

“You can tell he loves
the game, you can tell he
respects the game,” forward
Mason Gillis said when
asked about Edey. “The
people around know what
he does. He looks out for
everybody. He’s a good guy
in the gym. I don’t think we
could ask for a better nation-
al player of the year.”

UP NEXT

Purdue: Heads to Min-
neapolis with the Big Ten’s
No. 1 seed, a double bye
and a Friday quarterfinal
game.

Hoosiers win over MSU

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. (AP) — Kel’el Ware had 28
points, 12 rebounds and the go-ahead free throw to lead
Indiana to a 65-64 victory over Michigan State on Sunday
as the Hoosiers wrapped up the Big Ten regular season with
their fourth consecutive win.

The score was tied three times in the final three minutes.
The last tie was at 64 on a driving layup by MSU’s Tyson
Walker with 1:28 remaining. After a series of misses, Ware
made one of two free throws and the Hoosiers led 65-64
with 17 seconds left. Walker missed a jumper with 4 sec-
onds left and Indiana rebounded to run out the clock.

Ware scored 19 points in the second half, making 9 of
13 shots. For the game, he missed his first five foul shots
before connecting on the sixth. Malik Reneau added 16
points and Mackenzie Mgbako had 13. Only five players
scored for the Hoosiers (18-13, 10-10 Big Ten).

Walker scored 30 points for Michigan State (18-13,
10-10). Jaden Akins and A.J. Hoggard added 10 points
each.

The Hoosiers got 10 points each from Reneau and
Mgbako in the first half and led 34-29 at halftime. Indi-
ana had an early 20-5 lead and maintained a double-digit
advantage until the Spartans’ Walker and Malik Hall com-
bined to score the last eight points of the half.

The Spartans scored the first 11 points of the second
half, stretching their scoring run to 19 in a row and taking a
43-36 lead. Indiana chipped away at the lead and eventually
went ahead 56-55 on Xavier Johnson’s 3-pointer near the
eight-minute mark. Ninety seconds later, a dunk by Ware
gave the Hoosiers a 58-57 advantage and Michigan State
never regained the lead.

High School Calendar

MONDAY, MARCH 11
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 12
No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MARCH 14
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 15
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Bluffton, Norwell at Taylor Uni-
versity Qualifier, 5:30 p.m.
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SPORTS

BASKETBALL
High School

Boys’ Basketball
IHSAA Regionals
Class 4A

Greenfield

Lawrence North 69, Avon 50

Logansport

Ft. Wayne Wayne 79, Ft. Wayne
North 69

Michigan City

Crown Point 55, Warsaw 42, OT

Mishawaka 68, East Chicago
Central 52

New Castle

Fishers 66, Kokomo 52

Southport

Center Grove 68, Franklin 56

Indpls Ben Davis 70, New Pales-
tine 59

Southridge

Jeffersonville 70, Evansville Har-
rison 65

Class 3A

Greenfield

Guerin Catholic 56, Washington
39

Lapel

Delta 39, Ft. Wayne Concordia 37

Lebanon

Danville 61, Northview 39

Logansport

Peru 62, W. Lafayette 48

SB. Washington

S. Bend St. Joseph’s 53, Glenn
38

Seymour

Scottsburg 84, Batesville 46

Southridge

Evansville Bosse 56, Southridge
45

Triton

Fairfield 41, Hammond Noll 39
Class 2A

Frankfort

Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 64, Lafay-
ette Catholic 48

Lapel

Wapahani 65, Tipton 41

Lebanon

Indpls Park Tudor 83, Indpls
Irvington 44

Martinsville

Parke Heritage 51, Northeastern
37

North Judson

N. Judson 47, Gary 21st Century
43

Seymour

Forest Park 58, Switzerland Co.
53

Triton

Wabash 50, Westview 46

Washington

Brownstown 67, Sullivan 41

Class 1A

Frankfort

Ft. Wayne Canterbury 57, N. Ver-
million 38

Loogootee

Barr-Reeve 50, Christian Acad-
emy 43

Evansville Christian 72, Trinity
Lutheran 42

Martinsville

Greenwood Christian 49, Olden-
burg 42

New Castle

Liberty Christian 77, Seton Catho-
lic 72

North Judson

Elkhart Christian 58, Tri-County
57

SB. Washington

Michigan City Marquette 57,
DeMotte Christian 32

Washington

Bethesda Christian 68, Clay City
50

College

Men’s Basketball Scores
Sunday, Mar. 10
EAST
Colgate 68, Bucknell 65
Lehigh 84, Boston U. 79, OT
Ohio St. 73, Rutgers 51
Penn St. 85, Maryland 69
Stony Brook 91, Drexel 88, 20T
SOTH
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Arkansas St. 67, Appalachian
St. 65
Coll. of Charleston 83, Monmouth
(NJ) 59
ETSU 85, Chattanooga 84, OT
Longwood 85, UNC-Asheville 59
New Orleans 78, SE Louisiana 66
Samford 84, Furman 77
Stetson 94, Austin Peay 91
Towson 66, UNC-Wilmington 56
UAB 74, SMU 70
MIDWEST
Drake 84, Indiana St. 80
Illinois 73, lowa 61
Indiana 65, Michigan St. 64
Nebraska 85, Michigan 70
Purdue 78, Wisconsin 70
St. Thomas (MN) 68, N. Dakota

St. 58
SOUTHWEST
Temple 84, UTSA 82
FAR WEST

Hawaii 74, CS Bakersfield 57

Sacramento St. 74, E. Washing-
ton 69

San Francisco 72, Portland 51

Women’s Basketball Scores
Sunday, Mar. 10
EAST
Marshall 76, Old Dominion 70
UConn 58, Marquette 29
SOUTH
Chattanooga 69, UNC-Greensboro
60
East Carolina 65, Memphis 63
James Madison 64, Louisiana-
Lafayette 54
Notre Dame 55, NC State 51
Presbyterian 60, Radford 37
Rice 71, UAB 56
Richmond 65, Rhode Island 51
South Carolina 79, LSU 72
South Florida 69, Wichita St. 62
MIDWEST
Georgetown 55, Creighton 46
lowa 94, Nebraska 89, OT
South Dakota 70, St. Thomas (MN)

57
SOUTHWEST
Oral Roberts 91, North Dakota 68
FAR WEST
E. Washington 71, Weber St. 58
Fresno St. 62, Air Force 44
N. Arizona 81, Sacramento St. 63
San Diego St. 72, San Jose St. 51
Southern Cal 74, Stanford 61

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB

Boston 49 14 778 —

New York 37 27 578 12%

Philadelphia 36 28 .563 13%

Brooklyn 26 39 .400 24

Toronto 23 41 359 26%
Southeast Division

W L Pt GB

Orlando 37 28 .569 —

Miami 35 29 .547 1%

Atlanta 29 35 453 7%

Charlotte 16 48 250 20%

Washington 11 53 .172 25%
Central Division

Pct GB

Milwaukee 42 23 .646 —

Cleveland 41 23 .641 Y

Indiana 36 29 .554 6

Chicago 31 33 484 10%

Detroit 10 53 .159 31

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division

W L Pct GB

New Orleans 39 25 .609 —

Dallas 36 28 .563 3

Houston 29 35 453 10

Memphis 22 43 338 17%

San Antonio 14 50 .219 25
Northwest Division

W L Pct GB

Oklahoma Cityd5 19 .703 —

Minnesota 44 20 .688 1

Denver 44 20 .688 1

Utah 28 36 .438 17

Portland 18 45 286 26%
Pacific Division

W L Pct GB

L.A. Clippers 41 22 .651 —

Phoenix 37 27 578 4%

Sacramento 36 27 .571 5

L.A.Lakers 35 30 .538 7
Golden State 33 30 .524 8
Saturday’s Games
L.A. Clippers 112, Chicago 102
Charlotte 110, Brooklyn 99
Dallas 142, Detroit 124
Boston 117, Phoenix 107
San Antonio 126, Golden State 113
Denver 142, Utah 121
Portland 128, Toronto 118, OT
Sunday’s Games
Milwaukee 124, L.A. Clippers 117
New Orleans 116, Atlanta 103
Washington 110, Miami 108
Houston 112, Sacramento 104
Indiana 111, Orlando 97
Brooklyn 120, Cleveland 101
Oklahoma City 124, Memphis 93
Philadelphia 79, New York 73
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers, late
Monday’s Games
Charlotte at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Dallas at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Golden State at San Antonio, 8
p.m.
Toronto at Denver, 9 p.m.
Boston at Portland, 10:30 p.m.
Tuesday’s Games
Philadelphia at New York, 7:30
p.m.
Indiana at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Washington at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Houston at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Boston at Utah, 9 p.m.
Milwaukee at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers, 10 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Brooklyn at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
Denver at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Cleveland at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Golden State at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Portland, 10 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Florida 6544 17 4 92217153
Boston 6638 13 15 91222179
Toronto 6437 19 8 82231201
Tampa Bay6534 25 6 74224219
Detroit 643325 6 72221211
Buffalo 6530 30 5 65189195
Montreal 6424 30 10 58180229
Ottawa 622533 4 54200220

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA
N.Y. Rangers634118 4 86210172
Carolina 643919 6 84216177
Philadelphia653324 8 74192194
N.Y. Islanders622820 14 70191205
Washington6230 23 9 69170 194
New Jersey6431 29 4 66211 224
Pittsburgh 6328 27 8 64180 184
Columbus 6422 32 10 54192232
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Dallas 6640 17 9 89242199
Winnipeg 6340 18 5 85193153
Colorado 6540 20 5 85241197
Nashville 6637 25 4 78211 201
Minnesota 6531 27 7 69204 215
St. Louis 643229 3 67179199
Arizona 6526 34 5 57192218
Chicago 6517 43 5 39138233

Pacific Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA
Vancouver 6642 17 7 91234178
Edmonton 6339 21 3 81222180
Los Angeles633220 11 75194 171
Vegas 6434 23 7 75207 191
Seattle 6328 24 11 67174179
Calgary 643128 5 67200206
Anaheim 6323 37 3 49166 223
San Jose 6316 40 7 39139250
NOTE: Two points for a win, one
point for overtime loss. Top three
teams in each division and two wild
cards per conference advance to
playoffs.
Saturday’s Games
Nashville 2, Columbus 1
Buffalo 3, Edmonton 2, SO

Carolina 4, New Jersey 2

Boston 5, Pittsburgh 1

Florida 5, Calgary 1

Washington 4, Chicago 1

San Jose 2, Ottawa 1

Tampa Bay 7, Philadelphia 0

Toronto 3, Montreal 2

N.Y. Rangers 4, St. Louis 0

Vancouver 5, Winnipeg 0

Vegas 5, Detroit 3

Dallas 4, Los Angeles 1
Sunday’s Games

Edmonton 4, Pittsburgh 0

Minnesota 4, Nashville 3, OT

Carolina 7, Calgary 2

Chicago 7, Arizona 4

N.Y. Islanders at Anaheim, late
Monday’s Games

New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers, 7

.m.
St. Louis at Boston, 7 p.m.
Washington at Winnipeg, 7:30

.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Los Angeles,
10:30 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
Columbus at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Buffalo, 7 p.m.

N.Y. Rangers at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
San Jose at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Arizona at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Florida at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Colorado at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Vegas at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Los Angeles at St. Louis, 7:30
p.m.
Nashville at Winnipeg, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Edmonton, 10 p.m.

Colorado at Vancouver, 10:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
W L Pct

2 875

5 .688

Baltimore 14
Kansas City 11

YOU
(OUL
WIN

o55” HDR

SMART TV

0*100 GIFT
CERTIFICATE

0*50 GIFT
CERTIFICATE

Watch for the
NCAA Brackets
in Monday’s

LosAngeles 11 6 .647
Detroit 9 7 .563
Houston 8 7 .533
Texas 8 7 .533
Oakland 8 8 .500
Boston 10 6 .625
Minnesota 6 8 .429
Seattle 5 10 .333
Cleveland 4 10 .286
Chicago 4 12 .250
New York 6 9 .400
Toronto 6 9 .400
Tampa Bay 4 9 .308

NATIONAL LEAGUE

W L Pct

LosAngeles 12 3 .800
Cincinnati 8 5 615
New York 8 6 .571
Chicago 9 7 .563
Atlanta 7 7 .500
Washington 7 8 .467
Philadelphia 6 7 .462
St. Louis 6 7 .462
Miami 5 7 417
Colorado 9 6 .600
Milwaukee 7 10 412
Pittsburgh 6 9 .400
San Diego 7 9 438
San Francisco 5 7 .417
Arizona 7 10 412

Saturday’s Games
Houston 9, Washington (ss) 4
Detroit 8, Pittsburgh 5
Minnesota 10, N.Y. Yankees 7
Baltimore 10, Atlanta 3
Toronto 13, Philadelphia 5
N.Y. Mets 9, St. Louis 3
Kansas City 6, Arizona (ss) 5
San Francisco 5, Oakland (ss) 1
L.A. Dodgers 7, Texas 1
L.A. Angels 5, Cleveland 4
Chicago Cubs 5, Colorado 0
Seattle 7, Milwaukee (ss) 5
Chicago White Sox 1, San Diego 1
Cincinnati 7, Arizona (ss) 5
Oakland (ss) 4, Milwaukee

(ss) 2
Boston 4, Tampa Bay 0
Miami 4, Washington (ss) 1

Sunday’s Games
Miami (ss) 3, Houston 0
Washington 7, Minnesota 3

N.Y. Yankees 9, Atlanta 8

Boston 7, Tampa Bay 6

Toronto (ss) 6, Baltimore (ss) 6,
1st game

Philadelphia 9, Pittsburgh 7

Baltimore (ss) 11, Toronto (ss) 6,
2nd game

Detroit 3, N.Y. Mets 2

St. Louis 12, Miami (ss) 8

Cincinnati 5, Cleveland 3

Oakland 6, Kansas City 3

Chicago Cubs 5, Texas 1

San Francisco (ss) 5, Chicago
White Sox 4

L.A. Dodgers 12, Arizona 1

L.A. Angels 5, San Diego 4

Seattle 8, San Francisco (ss) 3

Colorado 3, Milwaukee 1

Monday’s Games

Atlanta vs Minnesota at North
Port, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Boston vs Pittsburgh at Fort
Myers, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Houston vs Detroit at West Palm
Beach, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (ss) vs Baltimore at
Tampa, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Philadelphia vs N.Y. Yankees (ss)
at Clearwater, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Tampa Bay vs Toronto at Port
Charlotte, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

St. Louis vs Washington at Jupiter,
Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Chicago White Sox vs Colorado at
Phoenix, 4:05 p.m.

Cleveland vs L.A. Dodgers at
Goodyear, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

Kansas City vs San Francisco at
Surprise, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

Arizona vs Oakland at Scottsdale,
Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

L.A. Angels vs Texas at Tempe,
Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Seattle vs San Diego at Peoria,
Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

N.Y. Mets vs Miami at Port St
Lucie, Fla., 6:10 p.m.

Tuesday Games

Cincinnati vs Chicago White Sox
at Goodyear, Ariz., 9:05 p.m.

Chicago Cubs vs Milwaukee at
Mesa, Ariz., 9:05 p.m.
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In many parts of the
country, April marks a
return to warm tempera-
tures, landscapes marked
by blooming foliage and
perhaps even a color-
ful flower or two. April
also signals tax season,
a notion that may elicit
different reactions than
warmer weather and bud-
ding plants, particularly
among those who do not
anticipate receiving a tax
refund.

According to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, the
deadline to file a 2023 tax
return is Monday, April
15, 2024. Individuals who
file more complicated
returns or those who sim-
ply don’t have the time to
file on their own typically
look to tax preparation
professionals to ensure
their returns are filed cor-
rectly and on time. As the
tax deadline draws closer,
taxpayers who work with
tax preparation profes-
sionals can make that part-
nership go more smoothly
by ensuring they bring
along these necessary doc-
uments and details to their

appointments.

* Social Security num-
bers: Individuals who are
filing as single or jointly
with a spouse will need
to list the Social Security
numbers of each person
on the return. Taxpayers
with dependents will need
to provide the full names
and Social Security num-
bers of each dependent as
well as their own Social
Security numbers.

e Identification: A

copy of a form of identi-
fication, such as a driver’s
license or passport, also
must be included in a tax
return. The identification
confirms a person’s iden-
tity and the name on the
ID provided must match
the name associated with
the Social Security num-
ber provided.

* Income statements:
Tax preparers need a copy
of each taxpayer’s W-2
form, which employers
must provide by the end
of January. Taxpayers
with more than one job
must provide a W-2 from
each employer. Addi-
tional income statements,

TOPP CPA FIRM

-

Topp notch tax service

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

« Individual Taxes

such as forms indicating
gambling winnings or
retirement account distri-
butions, also must be pro-
vided to the tax prep pro.
Taxpayers who have such
income should contact
their tax preparation pro
prior to their appointment
to determine which addi-
tional income form they
need to file.

* Tax deduction docu-
ments: Tax deductions
save taxpayers money, and
taxpayers may be eligible

for a range of deductions.
For example, homeowners
who finance their home
purchases with mortgages
will receive a 1098 form
from their mortgage pro-
vider each January. That
form is a mortgage inter-
est statement that can
help homeowners reduce
their tax obligations.
Donations, student loan
interest payments and
college tuition costs are
some additional potential
deductions. Charities, stu-

EY$ Doz | AXES

Documents to bring to your tax preparer

dent loan servicing firms
and colleges or universi-
ties should provide tax
deduction documents by
the end of January, and
taxpayers can turn these
forms over to their tax
preparation professional
so they earn all eligible
deductions.

e Receipts: Some
expenses are eligible for
tax deductions. Taxpayers
can contact their tax prep-
aration professional to
determine if any medical

bills, business expenses,
charitable contributions,
or additional expenses are
deductible. Receipts may
be required, and individu-
als are urged to hold on to
any receipts they might be
able to use to earn a tax
deduction.

and taxpayers are urged to
provide all relevant docu-
ments to their tax prepar-
ers to ensure their returns
are filed correctly and on
time.

Tax season has arrived,

Edward Jones

edwardjones.com Member SIPC
Finding
solutions

for your
financial needs.

m®,

Your Local Tax Specialists
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Healing is required on both sides

Dear Annie: My husband and I have
been married for 17 years and have five
adopted children through foster care. We
have gone through a lot of tough situa-
tions with the children during the last
six years, which put a lot of pressure on
our marriage, including financially. Dur-
ing that time, my husband lashed out at
me frequently. He has said many times
that he resents me because of the kids,
although he was always in agreement
with what we were doing and pursuing.

We’ve gone through four therapists
because he always quits when he hears
what he doesn’t want to hear. He even
got to the point where he would only
want to have sex with me without a kiss
or hug or anything. Since we’ve begun
to turn a corner on the troubles, he has
said he is sorry many times and has been
really working to get back to his old self
and break habits. He’s actually been
pretty good.

The problem is, for self-preservation,
I shut him off a long time ago, and now
I’'m struggling to feel any type of emo-
tional or physical connection to him.
I hung in there through all the abuse,
thinking he would turn it around, but
now that he has, I don’t even care. Do
I just need to give it more time or is this
change in him just too little too late? —
Too Late

Dear Too Late: What you need to
do is give yourself more time to heal.
Be compassionate with your reactions
to your husband. You are mad, and it is
understandable that you shut him out.
Whenever people are enduring any type
of abuse, they go into protection mode.
Fight, flight or freeze. It sounds like you
are still, understandably, in protection
mode. The best way to determine if you
want to stay in your marriage is to do
work on yourself. I would suggest that
you seek the help of a trained somatic
therapist. It is a type of therapy that
helps with people suffering from PTSD.
After you work with your therapist,

then you can make
a better decision
about your hus-
band.

Dear Annie:
I’'m responding
to “Feeling Sad,”
the woman who
moved up north
away from a man
she’d been with
for seven years.
A great deal of
her story was like
mine.

I had a stillborn baby and he cheated
because “I wasn’t any fun.” The neglect,
no backup, dismissals, all matched
mine. I spent 30 years with him because
I couldn’t figure out how to find the exit,
how to leave, and because we had chil-
dren together I was concerned for.

Now I am 70 and can give feedback
in hindsight. My huge regret is the time I
gave to him. The time I cannot get back.
Forgiving myself for that is my current
challenge.

He is not more important than you
are. Your 40s are a wonderful time to
start over. You have already left. Have
the courage to stay up north and build a
new life. Trust me, you will never look
back.

Dear Never Look Back: That took
a great deal of courage on your part.
Thank you for sharing your letter. I'm
very sorry for the loss of your baby and
that you didn’t have a partner who was
kind and empathetic to you.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more
information. Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane
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Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham {

Question: There are so
many different religions
that claim to know God
but they redefine God in
their own way. Today there
are many forms of Chris-
tianity as well, and many
forsake much of the Bible.
Isn’t this folly? — D .R.

Answer: People in
every nation — totalitar-
ian, democratic, or some-
where in between — must
decide about what they
will do about Christ. In the
United States, we can see

called to
light in

commands that we must
each take up our cross
daily. Compromising and
conforming to the world’s
standard is against God’s
Word.

The early Christians in
Asia lived in a world (not
unlike our own) where
their belief in Christ often
left them at odds with
the political powers, the
economic realities, and
the social norms. They
were surrounded by idol
worship. The day-to-day

Christians are

be Christ’s
the world

through. The Bible tells us
to worship God only —
not to be trapped by mate-
rialism, selfish pleasures,
and the dishonest practices
of this present age.

“Do not be conformed
to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of
your mind” (Romans 12:2,
NKIJV). Christians are
called to be Christ’s light
in the world. Christians
are called to be examples
of what Jesus taught when
He lived among us. So we

THE FAMILY CIRCUS
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“Where did you get those
beautiful eyes?”
“They came with my head.”

By Bil Keane
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"FOR THE LAST TIME, LEROY, YOU'RE TOO OLD
TO GO ON SPRING BREAK."
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ESPN2 32 | 54 143(209|Women's College Basketball College Basketball Basketball |College Basketball [College Basketball 34 Jou rney RIUIE gambo”
World Poker Tour: Focused |Pregame [NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Boston Bruins From TD Garden in [Blues Post. [NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Boston Bruins From [MLB Baseball
FSMW 3 4181671/ Season 20 (L) (N) Boston. (L) (N) (L) (N) TD Garden in Boston. part M[A|L 52 AUthor
4 133]105/ 242/ 40 Soccer Chelsea vs. [Prem Goal [Chrisley  [Law & Order: Special |WWE Monday Night RAW The superstars of the WWE square off in the ring  |McBee "Family Law-SVU "Hunt, Trap, 36 Soon’ O|L . Deighton
UsA 34 (133/105 Newecastle United (L) (N) |Zone (L) (N) Victims Unit "Crush"  |and behind the scenes. (L) (N) Succession” (P) (N) Rape, and Release" . ” s
DISC 35| 72 [182|2781 Contraband: Seized  |Contraband "New Contraband "Reading |Contraband: Seized at |Contraband: Seized at |Contraband: Seized "A |Contraband "The Fresh |Contraband: Seized at poetlca y Saturday s answer 3-11 54 Drench
"Fighting Words" Methods, Old Lies" Between the Lies" the Border the Border (N) Light Bulb Moment" Hot Chili Peppers” the Border
TLC 36 | 73 |183[280|Little People Seeking Sister Wife |90 Day: The Single Life |90 Day: Single Life (N) |Seeking Sister Wife (N) 90 Day: Single Life (N) |Love "Aniyo Thank You" {90 Day: The Single Life 2 3 8 9 10
38| 77 1120|269 History's-Mysteries Mysteries "The Ark of |Mysteries "The Chicago [Mysteries "Captain Mysteries "Escape from |(:05) Mysteries Magician and Houdini expert Bill  |(.05) History's-Mysteries
HIST "The Holy Grail" the Covenant” Tylenol Murders" Kidd's Treasure” Alcatraz" (N) Kalush secures access to Harry Houdini's diary. "Escape from Alcatraz"
A&E 39 (134/118|265| The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Hoarders "David & Odette" (N) Secrets of (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) Hoarders
0 [117]1850312 (4:00) ¥ A Ring by % Falling for Vermont (2017, Romance) Benjamin |¥ Moonlight in Vermont (2017, Romance) Carlo |Golden Golden Golden Golden Golden Golden
HALL Spring Rachel Boston.  |Ayres, Lauren McNamara, Julie Gonzalo. Marks, Jesse Moss, Lacey Chabert. Girls Girls Girls Girls Girls Girls
35012212 (:20) ¥%% Van Helsing (2004, Fantasy) Kate Beckinsale, Richard Roxburgh,  [(:55) ¥%%%% Alien (1979, Sci-Fi) Sigourney Weaver, John Hurt, ¥ Alien 3 (1992, Sci-Fi) Charles S. Dutton, Charles Dance,
SYFY 41135122244 Hugh Jackman. Tom Skerritt. Sigourney Weaver.
8BS 43 [130[139]247|Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang |Big Bang [Big Bang [Pet Tricks [Pet Tricks [American [American |American [American [American [American
¥ The Martian (2015, Sci-Fi) Jessica Chastain, Kristen Wiig, Matt Rk % Transformers (2007, Action) Tyrese Gibson, Josh Duhamel, Shia (:15) ¥% % The Accountant (2016, Thriller) Anna
NT 44 1131138245/ 3 o, LaBeouf. Kendrick, J.K. Simmons, Ben Affleck.
(:15) %% Gone in 60 Seconds (2000, Action) Angelina Jolie, Giovanni Ribisi, |¥*%% Lethal Weapon (1987, Action) Danny Glover, Gary ¥% % Lethal Weapon 2 (1989, Action) Danny Glover, Joe
AMC 4 1311258 yjicolas Cage. Busey, Mel Gibson. Pesci, Mel Gibson.
[ 47 107]249[Seinfeld  [Seinfeld [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Daily Show (N)  [South Park [South Park
(@:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L) {Women's College Basketball From the Mohegan |Big East  [Shattered Glass: A WNBPA Story |Inside the [Basketball Big East Tournament,
Fs1 486411501219 (N) Sun Arena in Uncasville, Conn. Postgame Big East  |Championship: Teams TBA
WGN 53 307|Vargas Report (L) (N)  |The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) [Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
WE 57 128/260|Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones
FOOD 59 [153[110[231|Beat Bobby|Beat Bobby|Baking "Spring Break: Tropical Fun in the Sun” Spring Baking "Spring Has Sprung" (N) Chopped Chopped Spring Baking
BRAVO 60 |140/129(237|Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Below Deck Below Deck (N) Below Deck (N) WatchWhat |Below Deck Summer House Summer
NICK 68 170]299SpongeBob[Rock Paper [SpongeBob]SpongeBob |Loud HouseLoud House[SpongeBob[SpongeBob Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends
DISN 69 | 30 [172]290(Bluey [Bluey Hamster & [Hamster & [Big City  [Big City  [Hailey  [Hailey Marvel's |Ladybug [Ladybug [Ladybug [Jessie Jessie Ladybug [Ladybug
®k %% Despicable Me (2010, Animated) Voices |¥*%% Despicable Me 2 (2013, Animated) Voices |¥*% Despicable Me 3 (2017, Animated) Voices |The 700 Club Simpsons [The
FREEFORM |70 | 32 1180311 o 560y Segel, Russell Brand, Steve Carell. of Kristen Wiig, Benjamin Bratt, Steve Carell. of Kristen Wiig, Trey Parker, Steve Carell. "Bart Star" |Simpsons
301 300501 (:00) ¥ Last |(:50) Last Week Tonight |(:25) ¥ % Serendipity (‘'01) Kate The (:50) ¥% % Now You See Me (2013, Mystery) Mark |(:50) Curb Your %% Shut In ('16) Oliver Platt, Charlie
HBO Witch Hu... [With John Oliver Beckinsale, John Cusack. Regime Ruffalo, Woody Harrelson, Jesse Eisenberg. Enthusi Heaton, Naomi Watts. (P)
MAX 325 3100515 (4:15) ¥k % Hustle & |(:15) ¥%* Predators (2010, Sci-Fi) Topher Grace, |¥%%% Let Me In (2010, Horror) Chloé Grace (:55) ¥ % Poltergeist ('15) %% Paycheck ('03) Aaron Eckhart,
Flow Alice Braga, Adrien Brody. Moretz, Richard Jenkins, Kodi Smit-McPhee. Rosemarie DeWitt, Sam Rockwell. Uma Thurman, Ben Affleck.
351/851(318 (4:15) ¥k This Is % War Pony (2022, Drama) LaDainian Crazy Halo "Onyx" (N) Star Trek: Discovery  [Star Trek: Discovery  [¥-% The Last Voyage of the Demeter (23, Hor)
sHow 51(851/318/545|\Where | Leave You Thunder, Ashley Shelton, Jojo Bapteise Whiting. "All Is Possible" "The Examples” Aisling Franciosi, Javier Botet, Corey Hawkins.
. (4:15) ¥k % Saturday |(:15) ¥k Mafia Mamma (2023, Action) Monica Rk % Seven Psychopaths (2012, Comedy) % Good Mourning ('22) Mod Sun, ~ |(35) ¥%% The Chumscrubber ('05)
™C 375/859/327/553 Night Fever Bellucci, Sophia Nomvete, Toni Collette. Christopher Walken, Sam Rockwell, Colin Farrell.  [Becky G, Machine Gun Kelly. Jamie Bell, Ralph Fiennes.
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WE ACCEPT

MasterCard

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West

Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to

prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

OLLEY
. ESINC

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

HELOISE HINT: Disabled and
looking for a job? Many com-
panies and recruiters seek
qualified disabled workers. For
more information, go to the Na-
tional Organization on Disabili-
ty or the National Business and
Disability Council. Fax Heloise
@ 210-HELOISE (435-6473).

Lottery Numbers

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 06-08-14-37-
41

Cash4Life — 01-06-23-
37-56, Cash Ball: 03

Lotto Plus — 11-13-20-
22-32-38

Quick Draw Midday —
15-19-20-27-29-31-33-34-
35-40-45-52-55-67-68-70-
74-75-77-79, BE: 67

Daily Three-Midday —
03-04-05, SB: 07

Daily Three-Evening —
07-06-06, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday —
04-07-02-01, SB: 07

Daily Four-Evening —
00-05-04-09, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening
— 06-08-12-13-14-19-28-
34-35-37-44-49-51-54-56-
59-60-70-72-73, BE: 56

Hoosier Lotto — 06-18-
28-31-43-46

POWERBALL

30-36-49-52-63; Power-

ball: 16; Power Play: 5X

Sunday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 02-19-31-33-
44

Cash4Life — 05-13-17-
42-43, Cash Ball: 04

Quick Draw Midday —
01-05-06-17-18-25-26-31-
35-37-40-43-48-52-55-57-
62-68-77-78,BE: 25

Daily Three-Midday —
00-09-02, SB: 05

Daily Three-Evening —
04-07-09, SB: 02

Daily Four-Midday —
08-07-08-05, SB: 05

Daily Four-Evening —
04-06-07-04, SB: 02

Quick Draw Evening
— 02-03-05-06-07-10-14-
17-24-27-29-30-42-44-52-
56-59-72-76-79, BE: 52

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $6.3 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Tuesday): $735 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Wednesday): $532 million

Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and physiological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Pre-Applica-
tion can be found on our web-
site at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.

Once pre-application is com-
pleted, details on the paper
application will be emailed to
the applicant. Return complet-
ed paper application to 1615
W Western Ave, Bluffton, Indi-
ana 46714 Attn: Chief Deputy
Randy Steele no later than
12:00 pm on March 15, 2024.

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

HELOISE HINT: How to know if
your kitty has worms. Examine
your cat closely to see if they
have a dull coat or a bloated
stomach. Also, check to see if
your cat has loose stools. If you
notice any of these symptoms,
take your cat to the vet as soon
as you can. Write to HELO-
ISE@Heloise.com.

NOTICE

HAVING AN UPCOMING
event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office
at 260-824-0224 or 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN, or
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

Z

P

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING
MARCH 14 - 10 a.m. EST -
Clemens and Carol Burger,
owners. Ken-Bar Tool & Engi-
neering Company liquidation!
Over 300 lots. 2016 GMC Sier-
ra, 2005 Chevrolet 3500 cargo
van, 2008 Mercury Grand Mar-
quis, CNC machines, mills,
lathes, ladders, grinders, saws,
tooling, tools, more! Preview
March 11, 10 a.m.-noon, 3121
S. Walnut St., Muncie, call for
information. Pickup March
18 and 19, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
large items can be picked up
by appointment only up to 10
days. Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
kjauction.com.

MARCH 14 - 6 p.m. - Denver
Neuenschwander Estate,
sellers. Lehman Park, 212
Park Ave., Berne. 135+/- acres
available. Selling in 3 tracts, as
a combination or whole unit.
Tract 1: 39+/- acres along SR
116, tillable/woods. Tract 2:
48+/- acres along 1000 S, till-
able. Tract 3: 48+/- acres along
1000 S, tillable. Heartland Auc-
tion & Realty, Inc., 260-724-
3499, heartlandauctionrealty.
com.

MARCH 17-25 - (Online Only
Auction) - Various consign-
ors, seller. Antiques, primi-
tives, Lionel trains and train
items, modern furniture, vin-
tage advertising, household
items, patio furniture. Auction
Preview: March 19 and March
21 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 118
East Craig St., Ossian, IN. The
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
MARCH 23 - 10 a.m. - Various
owners represented. Loca-
tion: Farmers Grain & Ag LLC,
1257 St. Rd. 33, Willshire, OH.
Tractors, combines, heads &
carts, harvest equip., Grain
carts, wagons, trucks, trail-
ers, pickups, construction,
manure equipment, livestock
equipment, hay equipment,
planters, no-till drills, sprayers,
NH3 bars, farm related, mis-
cellaneous, mowers & ATVs,
toys, native lumber. Questions,
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Public

call: Farmers Grain & Ag, LLC,
419-495-2338. Auction manag-
ers: Ritter Cox, 800-451-2709,
260-609-3306 & Tim Kreider,
260-413-8008. Schrader Real
Estate and Auction Company,
Inc., 260-244-7606, 800-451-
2709, SchraderAuction.com.
MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only
Auction) - The Estate of
Sandra McCay and others,
seller. 2007 Dodge Caliber
SXT sedan, 1999 Ford F250
with dump bed, 2013 12’ util-
ity trailer, primitives, Turn of the
Century cast iron riding horse,
quilts, large qty. of crocks,
antique furniture, Fenton, Car-
nival and other glassware. Pre-
view: March 21, March 28 from
3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 816 S. 11th
Street, Decatur, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006,
www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only
Auction) - Unique Blue Bar
and Grill (Formerly Stag
Bar), seller. Ongoing needs.
Outstanding collection of beer
signs, neon signs, beer taps,
collectibles, tools, much more.
Preview: April 4 and April 11
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 205 W.
Market St., Bluffton, IN. The
Steffen Group Inc., http://www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA )
SS

)
COUNTY OF WELLS)
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
2024 TERM
CAUSE NO.
90C01-2401-ES-000001
IN THE MATTER OF THE
SUPERVISED ESTATE OF
BEN C. MACIAS, deceased
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Marie E. Blacksten and Annette
McComas, were on February 27,
2024, appointed Co-Personal Rep-
resentatives of the Estate of Ben
C. Macias, deceased, who died on
November 27, 2023.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this
February 27, 2024.

Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
Colin Z. Andrews #26767-49
Andrews & Crell, P.C.
116 South Main Street
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-4049
Attorney for the Estate
nb 3/11, 3/18
hspaxip

RENTALS

Wanted to Rent

SMALL BUILDING FOR an-
tique restoration project west
of Bluffton, south of Uniondale.
Approximately a two year
project. Access to electricity
needed. Call 386-965-3191.

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-
VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION EXPERTS - Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207 (1)

March
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SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

SRe e ﬂlé:q«r offFice 260-824-1618  Corner of Main & Market  Bluffton, IN

 Slack

. rsoclales

Sersy

ASSISTING IN:
+ FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

+ Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

<2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

i

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- iy
Home Healthcare. s NAELA
As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN
ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning
« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

HIDEAWRY

BEER:==BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K1 for our Events.

128 S Jounson ST. *824-0455

Home Remodel and Repair

\h? "\Q Locally

=4 Owned

[#Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced

Concrete < Doors

Windows « Painting

Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

Seamless
Sure-Flo®iis
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

'\
STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. + Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding
» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
» Storm Damage

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!
B Warren Tﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN

Camelot Quto LILC

Get Cash NOW
260-307-1302

@We ?ﬁuy %mk (!]Zars

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

/’

— 824-1846
*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com ZE
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

COUNTRY
PLACE apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

+1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

« Equipped Kitchen

For as Ilttle as

1 PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Every, Dug!

; Call
Plus The Ossian Journal
824-0224 or
Every Week! 622-4108

Apr. deadlineis
Tues., Mar. 26!

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered
TDD: 7-1-1
@ LL;‘- OssianApartments.com
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Female representation remains low in U.S. statehouses

By LEAH WILLINGHAM
and KIMBERLEE KRUESI
Associated Press

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP)
—Democrat Kayla Young and
Republican Patricia Rucker fre-
quently clash on abortion rights
and just about everything else in
West Virginia’s Legislature, but
they agree on one thing: Too few
of their colleagues are women, and
it’s hurting the state.

“There are exceptions to every
single rule, but I think in general,
men do kind of see this as their
field,” said Rucker, part of the
GOP’s Senate supermajority that
passed one of the nation’s strictest
abortion bans while Young — the
lone Democratic woman elected to
the House — opposed it.

Nearly 130 years since the first
three women were elected to state
legislative offices in the U.S.,
women remain massively under-
represented in state legislatures.

In 10 states, women make up
less than 25% of their state legisla-
tures, according to Rutgers’ Center
for American Women in Politics.
West Virginia is at the very bottom
of that list, having just 16 women
in its 134-member Legislature,
or just under 12%. That’s com-
pared with Nevada, where women
occupy just over 60% of state leg-
islative seats. Similar low numbers
can be found in the nearby south-
ern states of Mississippi, South
Carolina, Tennessee and Louisi-
ana.

“It’s absolutely wild to know
that more than 50 percent of the
population of West Virginia are
women, and sometimes I’'m the

only woman that’s on a commit-
tee, period,” said Young, currently
the only woman on the House
Artificial Intelligence Commit-
tee and was one of just two on the
House Judiciary Committee when
it greenlighted the state’s near total
abortion ban.

The numbers of women filling
legislative seats across the U.S.
have remained low despite women
registering and voting at higher
rates than men in every presiden-
tial election since 1980 — and
across virtually every demograph-
ic, including race, education level
and socioeconomic status.

For the last three decades, vot-
ers have demonstrated a willing-
ness to cast ballots for women. But
they didn’t have the opportunity to
do so because women weren’t run-
ning, said Jennifer Lawless, chair
of the politics department at the
University of Virginia.

“The gender gap in political
ambition is just as large now as it
was then,” said Lawless, adding
that women are much less likely
to get recruited to run for office
or think they’re qualified to run
in what they perceive as a hostile
political environment.

And those running in southern,
conservative states — still mostly
Democratic women, data show
— aren’t winning as those states
continue to overwhelmingly elect
Republicans.

In 2022, 39 women ran as their
party’s nominee for state legisla-
tive seats in West Virginia, and 26
were Democrats. Only two of the
Democratic candidates won, com-
pared to 11 out of 13 of the Repub-

licans.

Debbie Walsh, director of
Rutgers’ Center for American
Women in Politics, said there’s
more money, infrastructure and
support for recruiting and running
Democratic female candidates.
The Republican Party often shies
away from talking about what is
labeled or dismissed as “identity
politics,”” she said.

“It’s a belief in a kind of meri-
tocracy and, ‘the best candidate
will rise. And if it’s a woman,
great.” They don’t say, ‘We
don’t want women, but if it’s a
man, that’s fine, too,”” she said.
“There’s no sort of value in and of
itself seen in the diversity.”

Larissa Martinez, founder and
president of Women’s Public
Leadership Network, one of only
a few right-leaning U.S. organi-
zations solely supporting female
candidates, said identity politics
within the GOP is a big hurdle to
her work. Part of her organiza-
tion’s slogan is, “we are pro-wom-
en without being anti-man.”

In 2020, small-town public
school teacher Amy Grady pulled
off a huge political upset when she
defeated then-Senate President
Mitch Carmichael in West Virgin-
ia’s Republican primary, follow-
ing back-to-back years of strikes
in which school employees packed
into the state Capitol.

Carmichael took in more than
$127,000 in contributions com-
pared to Grady’s self-funded war
chest of just over $2,000. Still,
Grady won by fewer than 1,000
votes.

“It’s just you’re told constantly,

“You can’t, you can’t, you can’t do
it,””” said Grady, who has now risen
through the ranks to become chair
of the Senate Education Commit-
tee. “And it’s just like, why give it
a shot?”

Tennessee state Sen. Charlane
Oliver says she didn’t have many
resources when she first raised her
hand to run for political office. She
had to rely on grassroots activism
and organizing to win her 2022
election.

Yet securing the seat was just
part of the battle. Oliver, a 41-year-
old Black Democratic woman, is
frequently tasked with providing
the only outside perspective inside
for the Republican supermajority
Legislature.

“They don’t have any incen-
tive to listen to me, but I view my
seat as disruption and give you a
perspective that you may not have
heard before,” she said.

Many male-dominant state-
houses have enacted strict abor-
tion bans in GOP-controlled states
since the U.S. Supreme Court
overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022.
For many female lawmakers, this
trend has meant sharing deeply
personal stories surrounding abor-
tion and childbirth.

In South Carolina, the abor-
tion debate resulted in an unlikely
coalition of five women senators
banding together to filibuster a
near-total abortion ban. The group
took turns describing pregnancy
complications, the dangers sur-
rounding limited access to con-
traceptives and the reproductive
system. The chamber has since
gained a sixth female senator, rais-

ing the total to three Republicans,
two Democrats and one indepen-
dent. Together they are known as
the “sister senators.”

The actions of the original
five were met with praise from
national leaders, but at home, the
consequences have been swift.
The Republican women received
censures and promises of primary
challenges in this year’s elections.

Women also have championed
gun policy, education, health care,
and housing proposals.

Recently, some states have
allowed candidates to make child-
care an allowable expense for
campaign finance purposes. Young
was the sponsor of her state’s law
— one of her priorities her first
session in the Capitol in the minor-
ity party.

During Young’s first term in
office, she relied on a family mem-
ber who would care for her two
young children while she was at
the state Capitol. But she was left
without a solution last year when
that caregiver passed away unex-
pectedly days before the session.
Her husband, who works in televi-
sion production, had to stay home
and didn’t work for two months,
meaning the family lost out on his
income.

Young’s bill won the vote of
Rucker, the first Hispanic woman
elected to the West Virginia Sen-
ate. She too has had to juggle the
challenges of being a working
mom. She left her job as a teacher
to homeschool her five children,
and the family relied on her hus-
band’s salary as a pediatric nurse
to make ends meet.

Gunmen kidnap nearly 300 students in northwest Nigeria

By CHINEDU ASADU
Associated Press

KURIGA, Nigeria (AP)
— Rashidat Hamza is in
despair. All but one of her
six children are among the
nearly 300 students abduct-
ed from their school in
Nigeria’s northwest, riddled
with Islamic extremists and
armed gangs.

It has been more than
two days after her children
— ages 7 to 18 — went to
school in the remote town of
Kuriga in Kaduna state only
to be kidnapped by gunmen.
She was still in shock Satur-
day.

Authorities said at least
100 children aged 12 or
younger were among the
abductees in the state known
for violent killings lawless-
ness and dangerous roads
where people get regularly
snatched.

“We don’t know what to
do, but we believe in God,”

Hamza told The Associated
Press during a visit to the
town.

The mass kidnapping
in Kuriga was the third in
northern Nigeria since last
week; a group of gunmen
abducted 15 children from a
school in another northwest-
ern state, Sokoto, before
dawn Saturday, and a few
days earlier 200 people,
mostly women and children
displaced by conflict, were
kidnapped in northeastern
Borno State.

The kidnappings are a
stark reminder of the secu-
rity crisis plaguing Africa’s
most populous country.

No group claimed
responsibility for any of
the recent abductions. But
Islamic extremists waging
an insurgency in the north-
east are suspected of car-
rying out the kidnapping
in Borno. Locals blame the
school abductions on herd-
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ers who are in conflict with
the settled communities.

It’s not the first time for a
student kidnapping in Nigeria
to shock the world. In 2014,
Islamic extremists abducted
more than 200 schoolgirls
from Borno’s Chibok, spark-
ing the global #BringBack-
OurGirls social media cam-
paign. A decade later, at least
1,400 Nigerian students have
so far been abducted from
their schools in similar cir-
cumstances. Some are still
held captive, including nearly
100 of the Chibok girls.

Recalling Thursday’s
kidnapping, Nura Ahmad,
a teacher, told the AP that
students were just settling
into their classrooms at the
government primary and
secondary school when gun-
men “came in dozens, riding
on bikes and shooting spo-
radically.”

The LEA Primary and
Secondary School, one of
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the few educational facili-
ties in this area, sits by the
road just at the entrance of
the town, tucked in the mid-
dle of forests and savannah.
Even with its decaying roof
and wrecked walls, it gave
parents hope for a better
future for their children.

“They surrounded the
school and blocked all pas-
sages ... and roads” to
prevent help from coming
before kidnapping the chil-
dren in less than five min-
utes, Ahmad said.

Fourteen-year-old Abdul-
lahi Usman braved gunshots
to escape the captors.

“Those who refused
to move fast were either
forced on the motorcycles or
threatened by gunshots fired
into the air,” Abdullahi said.
“The bandits were shouting:
Go! Go! Go!” he said.

Nigerian police and sol-
diers headed into the for-
ests Friday to search for the
missing children, but comb-
ing the wooded expanses of
northwestern Nigeria could
take weeks, observers said.

“Since this happened, my
brain has been muddled,”
said Shehu Lawal, the father
of a 13-year-old boy who is
among those abducted.

“My child didn’t even
eat breakfast before leaving.
His mother fainted (upon
hearing the news),” he said.

Some villagers like
Lawan Yaro, whose five
grandchildren are among the
abducted, say their hopes
are already fading.

People are used to the
region’s insecurity, “but it
has never been in this man-
ner,” he said.

“We are crying, looking
for help from the government
and God, but it is the gun-
men that will decide to bring
the children back,” Yaro said.
“God will help us.”
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