
By MARK MILLER
• Related commentary, Page 4

In reviewing the 2024 property tax data 
that was released in late February, it is clear 
that a trend identified in a News-Banner 
analysis in 2022 has not only continued, but 
accelerated.

That trend is called “tax shifting,” as the 
burden of property taxes 
has been and continues 
to shift from one group 
of entities to another. 
That shift is illustrated 
in the pie charts at right.

In 2018, the share of 
what can be called the 
“property tax pie” that residential properties 
(to include owner-occupied homes, residen-
tial rental homes, apartments and mobile 
homes) were paying was just shy of 30% — 
29.96% to be exact. Non-residential prop-
erties — business and industrial real estate 
and personal property to include long term 
care facilities and agricultural land — were 
paying 70.04% of the total property tax bill 
of about $18,876,000. Homeowners — sin-
gle-family owner-occupied homes — were 
paying about 19% of the total.

The 2024 data reveals that the residential-
properties’ share of the tax bill has grown to 
essentially one-half — 49.19% to be exact. 
The total tax levied on all Wells County 
properties this year is about $32,612,000, 
a growth of almost 73% in just six years. 
Homeowners are now footing almost exact-
ly one-third (33.09%) of the bill.

Just one year ago, the share of the prop-
erty tax pie that residential-property-cate-

gories were funding was about 43%. The 
increase in that percent to nearly one-half 
results in a 32% increase in the actual dol-
lars collected from residential properties 
(from about $12.1 million to just over $16 
million) while non-residential tax dollars 
increased only 3.9% (from about $16 mil-
lion to about $16.5 million).

The result: property tax bills 
increasing for most homeown-
ers in the double-digits. Addi-
tionally, due to changes in how 
residential rental properties 
were assessed last year, prop-
erty tax bills for those properties 
doubled — or nearly doubled — 

more often than not.
The numbers and statistics can be over-

whelming. Digging into the hows and whys 
is time consuming and often confusing. 
There are numerous factors and issues that 
come into play, many which raise additional 
questions. 

The two key factors that go into the prop-
erty tax formula are assessed values and tax-
ing unit budgets. These result in a tax rate 
that is then applied to each property.

A list of other factors that have impacted 
2024 property tax bills includes but is not 
limited to:

• Assessed Values: Residential prop-
erties have, as documented over the past 
several years, been the biggest driver in the 
proportion of property taxes that residential 
properties pay. Home prices, although cool-
ing off the past year, have seen the highest 
rate of increases in perhaps decades. As 
noted in earlier analyses, those increases 

are inconsistently applied due to proscribed 
assessment procedures. For example, one 
“neighborhood” — a technical assess-
ment term — can experience higher sales 
than an adjacent “neighborhood” resulting 
in broad differences in AVs among nearly 
adjacent properties. The Bell Brook addi-
tion on Bluffton’s northeast side consists 
of three “neighborhoods” and have resulted 
in inconsistent increases in AVs, and thus 
property tax bills.

The Oak Forest subdivision on Bluffton’s 
north side had consisted of four neighbor-
hoods but this was consolidated into two 
in order to address that very issue. That 

change, however, resulted in some incon-
sistent changes this year which should even 
out in the coming years.

Meanwhile, business and commercial 
real estate values have been relatively 
stable over the past several years although 
recent sales may impact that in the com-
ing years. Agricultural AVs, as also noted 
in previous articles, are not based on land 
values or recent sales but on a complicated 
formula monitored by Purdue University 
economists. Ag Land values went up about 
26% across the board in 2024, as predicted 
by Purdue economist Dr. Larry DeBoer. 
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Tots in the Post Office
A group of tots enjoyed a tour by Stephen Bates of the Bluffton Post Office on Thursday, pictured above 
right. It was the last of the monthly activities planned, however, the city gym will still be open to kids on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. until March 28. At top, children colored pictures for the 
Postmaster and placed them into a mailbox. They then had a chance to view where their mail went.

Postmaster Brian Smith, above left, talked to the group about the work that is done at the post office, as well 
as where certain mailboxes might be located. (Photos by Sydney Kent)

A News
Analysis

Who gets the shift?
Homeowners, all residential properties 

paying an increasing share of property taxes
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Property tax data recently released for 2024 reveals a continuing trend of Homestead properties paying a larger portion of 
the total Wells County tax levy while most other categories’ proportions decline. The graphs below further illustrate the tax 
burden shift between all residential categories and all non-residential in the past six years. (Source: Datapitstop.com)

Wells County Property Tax Levies by Category:

29.96% 49.19%

70.04% 50.81%

All Residential 
Categories

Homestead (single-family 
owner-occupied); Residential 
Rentals; Comm. Apartments; 
Mobile Homes.

All Non-residential 
Categories

Commercial and Industrial 
Real Estate plus Business 
Personal Property; Ag Land; 
Long Term Care.

By HOLLY GASKILL
The Wells County Council will 

hold a special session later this 
month to address several financial 
and personnel matters in the High-
way Department.

The first of these items follows 
upcoming Local Trax grant proj-
ects. 

On Tuesday, the department 
requested two additional appro-
priations — $984,800 from the 
Local Trax fund and $1.1 million 
from the Rainy Day fund — for a 
grant project from Adams Street to 
Hoosier Highway. Adams County 
Engineer Nate Rumschlag, con-
tracted to assist Wells County with 
ongoing projects, said Wells will 
be reimbursed all but $984,000 
from a federal grant for the proj-
ect. 

Because Rumshlag was unsure 
how long reimbursement would 
take, the council was initially 
hesitant to approve the significant 
amount from the Rainy Day fund. 
However, Rumschlag said he had 
discussed the matter with Auditor 
Lisa McCormick, and they had 
agreed on the decision due to other 
upcoming Local Trax projects. 

Rumschlag also stressed that 
the county has to make the pay-
ment within a window to secure 
the bid, which was lower than the 
engineer’s estimate. 

The counci l  u l t imately 
approved a resolution on the mat-
ter, and can approve the additional 
appropriations at their special ses-
sion at 5:30 p.m. Monday, March 
25. 

Highway Supervisor Shawn 

Bonar also approached the coun-
cil and County Commissioners 
with continued discussion regard-
ing a lack of administrative sup-
port. With Rumschlag’s resigna-
tion, Bonar said he is inundated 
with ongoing county projects and 
administrative work in addition to 
transitioning into the new highway 
garage. 

Bonar proposed the county 
reduce their contracted hours with 
Rumschlag and hire an additional 
bookkeeper. Currently, an interlo-
cal agreement with Adams County 
supports Rumschlag’s services for 
one day weekly and “as needed” 
for $1,500. Bonar suggested the 
county reach an annual agreement 
with Adams County instead of 
their current 90-day agreement. 

Bonar also requested a $27,000 
stipend for his additional work-
load. 

Explaining this proposed sti-
pend, Bonar referenced the recent 
stipend approved for an Americans 
with Disabilities Act coordinator, a 
position previously held by Rum-
schlag. The council approved a 
$3,000 stipend for the role, which 
Rumschlag said accounted for 
0.5% of his total job. Bonar also 
referenced neighboring counties’ 
structure and compensation for 
similar situations. 

“Well, what surprised me was 
the last council meeting when 
I watched an ABA director get 
a $3,000 stipend,” Bonar said. 
“That kind of hurt right here. And 
I thought, I’m getting taken advan-
tage of, and I need to stand up for 

(Continued on Page 2)

County to tackle 
Highway Department 
financial matters
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Weather
Saturday, March 9, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:53 p.m. Friday)
High: 55; Low: 42; Precipitation: 0.50 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.78  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Today: A 30% chance of showers, mainly before 7 a.m. 

Cloudy, with a high near 47. Northwest wind around 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Saturday Night: A slight chance of rain and snow show-
ers before 10 p.m., then a slight chance of snow showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 29. West wind around 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph. Chance of precipitation 
is 20%.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 40. Breezy, with 
a northwest wind 15 to 25 mph, with gusts as high as 30 
mph. 

Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 27. West 
wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 54.
Monday Night: Clear, with a low around 39.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 63.
Tuesday Night: A 20% chance of showers after 1 a.m. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 46.
Wednesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 64.
Wednesday Night: A 30% chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 49.
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April 10, 2024 • 3:30-6:00pm
Please enter door #20. Bring Birth Certifi cate & Proof 
of Residency. Students are encouraged to attend. Tours 

will be offered. Sign up for screening held in May.

This change resulted in the 
Ag Land category’s piece 
of the pie increasing in 
2024 for the first time since 
2018.

• Residential/rental AV 
changes: This category, 
which includes single-fam-
ily residences and some 
multi-family structures but 
does not include the larg-
er apartment complexes, 
saw the highest percent-
age of growth in AV, and 
thus in property tax bills, 
of any other category. This 
is primarily the result of a 
change in the assessment 
formula.

Wells County Assessor 
Laura Roberts explains 
that her office had been 
using what is referred to 
as a “straight cap rate” 
based on the rent income. 
A change was made for 
the 2023-Pay-2024 cycle 
to utilize what is called 
the “gross rent multiplier” 
process that also factors 
in sales of the properties. 
While the state’s Depart-
ment of Local Government 
Finance has long preferred 
this method, Roberts says 
that Wells County had not 
had enough “valid” sales 
of rental properties to have 
“good comps,” meaning 
comparable sales to apply 
to other properties. 

“Rentals are often sold 
from one family member 
to another,” she explains, 
which essentially disquali-
fies such a sale as a “valid” 
market-based comparison.

The result was a 71% 
increase in the total tax dol-
lars levied in this category, 
growing from about $2.5 
million in 2023 to about 
$4.25 million in 2024.

One landlord’s approxi-
mately 50 properties’ 
assessed values — as a 
group —  increased about 
25% and tax bills increasing 
by 36%. But the increases 
were by no means consis-
tent among properties with 
no major modifications, 
which experienced increas-
es from 2.8% to more than 
50%.

• Bluffton Fire Ter-
ritory: This new taxing 
entity is a result of numer-
ous meetings and public 
hearings last year among 
the elected leaders from 
the city and Lancaster 

and Harrison townships 
to solve fire protection 
issues. Financial analyses 
by professionals predicted 
increases of at least 6% in 
these areas. Preliminary 
analysis appears to show 
that these predictions were 
fairly accurate if not a bit 
high. Exactly how much 
this impacted taxpay-
ers in the city and the two 
townships is still being 
reviewed.

• Change in LIT Prop-
erty Tax Credits: Wells 
County Council voted last 
year to change the formula 
of how the county’s Local 
Income Tax revenue is uti-
lized. 23% of that revenue 
had been designated to be 
used as a property tax credit 
for homeowners, residen-
tial rentals, long term care 
and agricultural property. 
Homeowners received the 
lion’s share of those credits 
(85%) with the remainder 
divided among the other 
categories. Funds designat-
ed to those tax credits was 
reduced to 14% of the LIT 
revenue.

The impact of this change 
is fairly easy to compute for 
homeowners and comes out 
to about 3 to 3.5 (and per-
haps as much as 4) cents 
per $1,000 Gross AV. The 
net amount will be impacted 
by each property’s deduc-
tions, such as mortgage and 
Homestead deductions.

Wells County Council 
President Seth Whick-
er was not surprised to 
learn these numbers and 
defends the decision. The 
revenue removed from the 
property tax credits was 
primarily applied to pub-
lic safety.

“The county’s number 
one priority is the safety of 
our citizens,” he says, noting 
the challenges and costs fac-
ing 911 and EMS services. 
“We had to fund these issues 
and this was the most effi-
cient way to do that.”

County council was also 
advised by tax consultant 
Darren Bates that the prop-
erty tax credit option is 
going to be removed by the 
state at some point.

• Budgetary pressures: 
One cannot ignore the fis-
cal pressures for local tax-
ing units to provide needed 
government services in an 
inflationary environment 

and in a labor market that 
has become increasingly 
competitive. Evidence has 
been seen recently in con-
versations at the county-
level meetings regarding pay 
and benefits, specifically 
in addressing issues at the 
health and highway depart-
ments. A breakdown of bud-
get changes from 2023 to 
2024 is included in a chart 
above.

Tax levy 
growth limitations

The Indiana Legislature 
has had an established limit 
on how much local govern-
ment tax levies can grow. 
It is called the Maximum 
Levy Growth Quotient — 
MLGQ for short, and often 
also referred to as simply the 
MGQ, Maximum Growth 
Quotient. That limit for 
2024 is 4%.

So the question is, if 
the state limits the tax levy 
growth at 4%, how can 
Wells County’s increase in 
the total tax levy be more 
than 12%?

The quick answer is: 
there are exceptions. Per-
haps the largest is municipal 
and school debt, but those 
increases have limitations 
as well. How that works is 
complex.

There are adjustments 
that are applied which, for 

example, resulted in the 
county’s general fund levy 
increase of almost exactly 
5% to come in at $1,754 
below the MGQ of 4%.

Taxing units can also 
appeal to the state to collect 
a higher levy, a process that 
apparently does not include 
a public hearing.

As displayed on the 
accompanying chart, 15 of 
Wells County’s 24 taxing 
units appear to exceed the 
4% MGQ, with Jefferson 
Township having the larg-
est percentage increase. 
The News-Banner is con-
tinuing to research this 
particular puzzle, includ-
ing how school debt fac-
tors in, what bases taxing 
units can appeal for the 
MLGQ exceptions and 
how widely utilized those 
appeals are. The News-
Banner is also analyzing 
the variances in property 
tax bills throughout the 
county.

While 2024 property tax 
bills are still being prepared 
and will not be mailed out 
for a couple weeks, tax-
payers can see what their 
2024 bill will be by going 
wellscounty.org and clicking 
on the “GIS” link in the top 
menu bar and then searching 
for their property.

miller@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Changes in Wells County Property Tax Factors, 2023-2024

Unit Tax Rates Total Certified Assessed Value Budgets
Taxing Unit 2024 Pctg. Chg. 23-24 2023 2024 Pctg. Chg. 23-24 2023 2024 Pctg. Chg. 23-24 2023
County Total 0.2498 -3.81% 0.2597 $2,146,731,596 9.16% $1,966,613,165 $19,392,346 8.74% $17,833,124
  Co. Gen. 0.1678 -4.77% 0.1762 $12,279,969 6.27% $11,555,345
  Highway $4,824,227 1.75% $4,741,439
  Cum Cap Dev 0.0333 0.00% 0.0333 $326,500 $0

Bluffton City# 0.6302 20.15% 0.5245 $621,895,299 5.38% $590,138,098 $11,785,425 15.03% $10,245,705
Ossian Town 0.3194 -5.28% 0.3372 $184,473,719 10.91% $166,329,317 $1,825,519 17.06% $1,559,432
Markle Town 1.0746 19.63% 0.8983 $28,339,738 9.59% $25,860,421 $1,619,950 6.84% $1,516,267
Poneto Town 0.7427 -3.43% 0.7691 $4,509,183 7.69% $4,187,205 $149,250 35.77% $109,926
Uniondale 0.3248 -6.40% 0.3470 $7,575,857 11.78% $6,777,543 $179,601 12.72% $159,339
Vera Cruz 0.0907 -14.35% 0.1059 $2,489,286 21.45% $2,049,687 $33,299 2.05% $32,631
Zanesville 0.2683 2.88% 0.2608 $15,575,578 15.57% $13,477,753 $136,167 -10.87% $152,770

BHMSD 0.9689 2.63% 0.9441 $582,573,830 6.54% $546,800,483 $22,707,204 -0.09% $22,728,465
NWCS 0.8967 0.00% 0.8967 $1,095,875,080 11.53% $982,582,678 $33,942,140 7.66% $31,527,891
SWCS 0.6439 -4.34% 0.6731 $468,282,686 7.10% $437,230,004 $11,033,720 9.76% $10,052,501

Library 0.0649 -5.53% 0.0687 $2,118,391,858 9.15% $1,940,752,744 $3,872,212 3.99% $3,723,507
Solid Waste 0.0066 -4.35% 0.0069 $2,146,731,596 9.16% $1,966,613,165 $246,440 3.84% $237,329

Chester Twp. 0.0200 -41.35% 0.0341 $153,600,011 0.08% $153,475,274 $52,050 -7.79% $56,450
Harrrison# 0.2231 114.93% 0.1038 $570,953,311 6.53% $535,977,315 $86,826 -76.07% $362,770
Jackson 0.0055 -20.29% 0.0069 $89,889,824 10.24% $81,543,803 $44,253 -7.79% $47,993
Jefferson 0.0913 81.87% 0.0502 $375,022,224 12.00% $334,835,331 $245,975 25.70% $195,690
Lancaster# 0.2338 103.48% 0.1149 $421,801,657 7.66% $391,774,987 $125,469 23.93% $101,243
Liberty 0.0000 -100.00% 0.0809 $106,140,688 7.78% $98,474,789 $162,800 -8.93% $178,773
Nottingham 0.0000 -100.00% 0.0477 $118,652,163 14.38% $103,736,138 $91,542 0.00% $91,542
Rockcreek 0.0532 -7.80% 0.0577 $146,091,934 16.40% $125,513,080 $112,232 -0.80% $113,132
Union 0.0427 -8.96% 0.0469 $164,579,784 16.49% $141,282,448 $150,010 17.23% $127,958

#Includes Bluffton Fire Territory Total Taxing Unit Budgets* $108,085,380 6.76% $101,239,738
Total Property Tax Levy* $31,982,741 12.47% $28,437,374

Source: Ind. Dept. of Local Gov't Finance *Including Rock Creek Conservancy 2023 Harrison Budget included $290,000 for Fire Territory

This chart summarizes just some of the data that goes into the computations that result in determining property taxes. While 
the Assessed Values and the Budgets are the two main factors that drive rates, the resulting Tax Levies (see chart below) 
then get applied to the unique factors of each individual property. The bottom line here is that the total taxes to be collected in 
Wells County in 2024 are up by about 12.5%, which means the average bill will increase by that percentage. However, since 
residential properties, both homeowners and rentals, experienced a higher percentage growth in Assessed Value, these two 
categories will absorb a larger share of that 12.5% increase. Agricultural land also saw an increase in their share of the pie 
after five years of declining share.
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Certified Tax Levy by Taxing Unit
Source: Ind. DLGF

2023 2024 Change
Wells County $5,107,294 $5,362,537 5.00%
Chester $52,214 $30,637 -41.32%
Harrison $349,324 $0 -100.00%
Jackson $5,627 $4,944 -12.14%
Jefferson $105,548 $195,554 85.27%
Lancaster $43,487 $45,133 3.79%
Liberty $77,610 $53,436 -31.15%
Nottingham $49,482 $53,869 8.87%
Rockcreek $61,265 $66,506 8.55%
Union $59,524 $63,167 6.12%
Bluffton City $3,095,274 $4,919,621 58.94%
Zanesville $35,150 $41,789 18.89%
Markle $232,304 $304,538 31.09%
Ossian $603,494 $632,844 4.86%
Poneto $32,204 $33,490 3.99%
Uniondale $23,518 $24,606 4.63%
Vera Cruz $2,171 $2,258 4.01%
SWCS $2,945,618 $3,015,272 2.36%
NWCS $8,841,526 $9,868,451 11.61%
BHMSD $5,162,344 $5,644,558 9.34%
WCP Library $1,333,297 $1,374,836 3.12%
Hntgtn Library $49,238 $61,299 24.50%
WC Solid Waste $135,696 $141,684 4.41%
Rock Creek Cnsrvncy $34,165 $41,712 22.09%

Totals $28,437,374 $31,982,741 12.47%

This chart lists the property taxes that will be billed in each 
taxing unit in 2024, compared to last year’s numbers. The 
state has a statutory limit on how much a unit’s tax levy can 
increase. The number for 2024 is 4%. There are exemp-
tions, exceptions and adjustments as explained in the 
accompanying article, which the News-Banner hopes to be 
able to explain at some point.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/newsbanner

myself because I think I’m 
doing great things for the 
county.”

While the council recog-
nized additional compensa-
tion was appropriate, they 
hesitated with the proposed 
amount or the potential for 
another full-time permanent 
position.

According to Bonar’s 
calculations, the total adjust-
ments would only lead to 
a $1,742.41 cost increase 
from the county’s current 
projects. Commissioner 
Jeff Stringer said there are 
no prospective candidates 
for county engineer, and 
outside consulting would 
cost significantly more than 
the current agreement with 
Adams County.

Rumschlag also endorsed 
this proposal. “The intent 
was by reducing my role, it 
frees up to allow you to do a 
bookkeeper position,” Rum-
schlag said. He also assured 
it would ultimately help the 
workload to have a full-time 
bookkeeper, noting it was 
previously discussed as a 
need. 

“We’re very vulnerable 
as a department because 
we didn’t have the staff,” 
Rumschlag added. “And my 
leaving essentially exposed 
that.”

Stringer also stressed 
that the county needed to 
be working toward some 
solution, even if it was 
temporary, because they 
are not guaranteed to 
always have Rumschlag’s 
services. 

“(Bonar’s) already work-

ing, to your point, he’s 
working 50% more now,” 
Stringer said. “(Rumschlag) 
leaves, that all falls on 
(Bonar). There is no light at 
the end of the tunnel, there 
are no sunny days — it’s in 
the trench all day long, dig-
ging what he’s doing. And 
you know, I don’t want to 
add cost, but when you do 
the math here, it’s a net sav-
ings to the county.”

Stringer added, “It’s a 
band-aid. It’s a stipend, not 
a salary.”

The council ultimately 
asked Bonar to return with a 
job description for an addi-
tional bookkeeper, and they 
could revisit the conversa-
tion on March 25.

“I feel like it’s great to 
have this conversation,” 
said council member Vicki 
Andrews. “I feel like we’re 
just a little premature and 
trying to make this kind of 
decision.”

“At a minimum, I do 
think that there has to be, 
with all the hours put in, 
I want to get the stipend 
taken care of,” council 
member Seth Whicker 
said. “The engineering with 
Adams County … either 
way, like it or not, we still 
need (Rumschlag)  coming 
to help out. And if we want 
to wait on a job descrip-
tion, I’m OK saying that 
we could look at those two 
positions in our next meet-
ing. But I do think that 
we owe it, in my view, to 
(Bonar) and to keep (Rum-
schlag) around, to get those 
two items squared.”

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

County Council

Ossian, Bluffton to test 
tornado sirens Tuesday

March 10-16, 2024, is severe weather preparedness week 
in Indiana. Coinciding with the statewide test of the Emer-
gency Alert System, the Bluffton Dispatch Center will be 
conducting a test of the Bluffton and Ossian tornado sirens.

The test will take place on Tuesday March 12, 2024, 
between 10-10:30 a.m. In the event of bad weather, the test 
will be moved to Wednesday, March 13, 2024, between 
10-10:30 a.m. The purpose of the test is to check our pre-
paredness as a community for severe weather.

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner



INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 3:36 p.m., 

Bluffton Police Depart-
ment. Report of a lost wal-
let.

Wednesday, 4:28 p.m., 
900 block of South Mul-
berry Street. Officer request-
ed to stand by for custody 
exchange.

Wednesday, 7:48 p.m., 
Walmart. Report of skip scan 
thefts.

Wednesday, 11:07 p.m., 
900 block of Clark Avenue. 
Report of theft, likely not a 
theft.

Thursday, 11:52 a.m., 
900 block of South Mari-
on Street. Caller reported 
woman yelling and refusing 
to leave the area. Officer 
asked her to leave and she 
left.

Thursday, 4:10 p.m., 500 
block of East Silver Street. 
Report of license place theft. 

Thursday, 4:14 p.m., 
West Wiley Avenue and 
South Indiana Street . 
Report of two juveniles 
playing on railroad. Sub-
jects advised they were 
cleaning off scrap wood 

from around the tracks, told 
to move.

Thursday, 6:12 p.m., 
Pak A Sak North. Woman 
accusing subject  of a 
scam.

Thursday, 7:25 p.m., 
South Adams and West 
Cherry streets. Driver cited 
for speeding 63 in a 45 mph 
zone.

Thursday, 8:24 p.m., West 
Central Avenue and Beth 
Avenue. Report of glass in 
roadway.

Friday, 9:26 a.m., 800 
block of South Bond Street. 
Report of theft.

Friday,  11:00 a.m., 
Exper t  Transmiss ion . 
Report of theft of services 
of vehicle not currently on 
lot.

Friday, 11:45 a.m., 1400 
block of Hunter Road. Caller 
advised she found coat that 
did not belong to her in her 
home.

Friday, 1:22 p.m., Lowes. 
Report of theft.

County:
Thursday, 4:08 p.m., 

1400 South 450 East, Bluff-
ton. Crash report, dog ran 
into side of a vehicle.

Friday, 6:20 a.m., Inteva. 
Driver cited for no valid 
license.

Friday, 6:33 a.m., North 
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Police Notebook

2024-2025 
Kindergarten 
Registration 

Bluffton-Harrison 
Elementary School 

1:00pm - 6:30pm 
Wednesday, March 13

All students age 5 by August 1, 2024, are 
eligible to attend kindergarten in the fall.

BHMSD welcomes incoming students and 
families from all area school districts.

For More Information: 
www.bhmsd.org 

Office: (260) 824-0333

Select 
Screening Dates 

 
Pre-Register 

for Kindergarten

Meet the 
Administrators 

 
Ask 

Questions

Join the BHMSD Family!

SATURDAY, MARCH 23 - at 10:00 AM - Willshire, OH

EXTRA FARM
 EQUIPMENT AUCTION

• Tractors • Combines • Heads & Carts
• Harvest Equip. • Grain Carts
• Wagons • Trucks, Trailers • Pickups
• Construction • Manure Equipment
• Livestock Equipment
• Hay Equipment
• Planters
• No-Till Drills
• Sprayers
• NH3 Bars
• Farm Related
• Miscellaneous
• Mowers & ATVs
• Toys
• Native Lumber

LOCATION:  At northwest edge of Willshire, Ohio, on St. Rd. 33 - or 
southeast approx. 8 miles from Decatur, IN - or St. Rd. 33, at Farmers Grain & 
Ag LLC, 1257 St. Rd. 33, Willshire, OH  45898.

QUESTIONS, CALL:  FARMERS GRAIN & AG, LLC - 419-495-2338
AUCTION MANAGERS: Ritter Cox • 800-451-2709, 260-609-3306 (cell) & Tim Kreider • 260-413-8008 (cell)  

#63198513759

VARIOUS OWNERS REPRESENTED 

CALL FOR BROCHURE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE
260-244-7606 • 800-451-2709 • SchraderAuction.com

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Lorena E. Spaulding
Calling: 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Sunday, March 10. 
Service: 2 p.m. 

Sunday, March 10 at the 
funeral home.

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Tina K. Purdue
Calling: 10 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. 

Saturday, March 9. 
Service: 12:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 9 at
 the funeral home.

Destination Recreation
I cannot believe that spring break is 

quickly approaching. Don’t forget to 
change your clocks tonight for daylight 
savings. This is also the time of year that 
Open Gym will end as the days get longer 
and the weather warms up, allowing kids 
to enjoy the parks outside. The last day is 
Thursday, March 14. 

We have a NEW program called Junk 
to Glam Barbie Dreamhouse on April 
13 from 10-11:30 a.m. at Washington 
Park Inside Pavilion. Families are invited 
to work together to build a Barbie Dream-
house out of a box and upcycle items 
to use as decorations. All supplies will 
be provided. Make sure you bring your 
Barbie doll to try out its new home. The 
morning will also include refreshments 
and a photo area. Registration is limited 
to the first 20 boxes sold, and the cost 
is $15 per box to create your very own 
Barbie Dream House. When registering, 
please indicate how many will be attend-
ing in your group. An adult is required 
to be present with their child/children to 
assist in the build.

Speaking of new events, we have 
decided to begin offering Tot Swim 
Lessons for ages 2-3, in addition to our 
already popular Pee Wee Swim (4-pre-K) 
and Group Swim lessons for K-12. Reg-
istration for all swim lessons will be held 
on Saturday, April 27, in the foyer of City 
Hall (128 E Market) from 9-11 a.m. 

Early swim lessons set a positive 
foundation for a lifetime of participation 
and enjoyment in and under the water. 
Swim lessons for children who have 
just finished grades K-11 are held Mon-
day through Friday, June 3-14 at either 
10-10:50 a.m. or 11-11:50 a.m. OR June 
24-July 5 at 11-11:50 a.m. at the Wells 
Community Pool. Diving lessons are only 
offered at the June 24-July 5 classes for 
students who have passed all the swim 
levels. The cost is $20, due at registration. 

Pee Wee Swim Lessons for ages 4 
through pre-K will run M-W-F the week 

of June 17. Swim time 
is from 11 to 11:45 a.m.; 
a parent must get in the 
water with each child. The cost is only $6 
per child. 

Tot Swim lessons for ages 2-3 will 
be M-W-F the week of June 17 from 
10-10:45 a.m. An adult must get in the 
water with each child. 

If your child would benefit from one-
on-one lessons, call the Wells Commu-
nity pool starting May 25 to schedule 
private lessons at 824-1550. Dates and 
times vary according to the rental calen-
dar. Lessons cost $25 per half hour, and 
openings fill up fast. 

Mark your calendars for the next The-
ater Thursday, which will be held on 
March 21. The Bluffton Parks Depart-
ment and Wells County Public Library 
have partnered to offer adults a free 
monthly movie. The movie starts at 10 
a.m. at the Wells County Public Library. 

We want to thank our most recent 
donors who have contributed to the 
Kehoe Concert Series. Thank you, Fair-
way Floor Covering, Meyer Building; 
AdamsWells Internet Telecom TV, Pro-
Fed Credit Union, Napa, Phil and Sue 
Swain, Brad and Michelle Baumgartner, 
Diane Humphrey, Patricia Troxel, Ray-
mond James Kim Gentis, Habig Truck-
ing & Excavating, Complete Smiles, 
Roembke Mfg & Design, Craigville 
Appliance and Family Ford of Bluffton. 
We truly appreciate these donations that 
keep this event free for our community to 
enjoy. 

Reminder: Baseball, Softball, T-ball, 
and any team organizers who wish to 
request diamond rentals during 2024 
must attend the next Park Board meeting, 
which is scheduled for Thursday, March 
14, at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd floor of City 
Hall to coordinate schedules. Questions 
about the diamonds and rental agree-
ments can be sent in advance by calling 
824-6069 or e-mailing parks@blufftonin-
diana.gov. 

Have a great week!

&News  Notes

Bluffton &Parks   Rec

By Brandy 
Fiechter

Local Roundup
Friends of the Shelter will 
meet Monday afternoon
Friends of the Shelter, the organization 

that provides support for the Bluffton/Wells 
County Animal Shelter, will meet at 5:30 
p.m. Monday, March 11, in the Council 
Chambers on the second floor of City Hall, 
128 E. Market St. 

Items on the agenda include financials 
and upcoming events.

Health board will hold 
executive session Monday

The board of the Wells County Health 
Department will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
March 11, in the large conference room of 
the Wells County Public Library, 200 W. 
Washington St. 

Reasons for the executive session were: 
to receive information about and inter-
view prospective employees and to discuss 
records classified as confidential by state or 
federal statute.

Regional Sewer District 
board will meet Monday
The board of the Wells County Regional 

Sewer District will meet at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, March 11, in Room 105, the multi-
purpose room on the lower level of the 
Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St.

Items on the agenda include:
• Financial matters.
• Superintendent report and board update. 
• Project status updates. 

Health board will hold  
special session Monday
The board of the Wells County Health 

Department will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, 
March 11, in the large conference room of 
the Wells County Public Library, 200 W. 
Washington St. 

The only item included on the agen-
da is the appointment of a new health  
officer.

Ossian Town Council will 
meet Monday evening

The Ossian Town Council will meet at 7 
p.m. Monday, March 11, at the Ossian Town 
Hall, 507 N. Jefferson St. in Ossian.

Items on the agenda include:
• Reports from the Fire Department, Park 

Board and Police Commission.
• Review of a Community Crossings 

Matching Grant proposal for Meadow Lane 
improvements.

• Review of Ordinance 24-2-5.
• Consideration of Pay Application No. 5 

from Ottenweller Contracting.
• Review of a request from Oak Lawn 

Cemetery to change the culvert right-of-way.
• Consideration of Salary Ordinance 

24-3-1. 
• Appointments to the Ossian Redevelop-

ment Commission and council liaisons. 
• Consideration of a utility adjustment.
• Consideration of a countywide master 

plan from Economic Development Execu-
tive Director Chad Kline.

An Ossian Redevelopment Commission 

(Continued on Page 10)

(Continued on Page 10)

Fourteen Ossian Rotary 
members and friends gath-
ered last Monday night at 
the conclusion of the 2024 
Ossian Rotary/Changing 
Footprints shoe drive. 

Thanks to donations at 
collection barrels at mul-
tiple places around town, a 
total of 856 pairs of shoes 
was collected. They will be 
cleaned, sorted, and deliv-
ered to Changing Footprints, 
an organization that special-
izes in redistributing them 
to those in need, in Indi-
ana, across the country and 
around the world. 

In addition, this year 90 
pairs of good, usable shoes 
will accompany a mission 
team from First Baptist 
Church of Ossian as they 
travel to Cuba to assist men, 
women and children with 
their physical and spiritual 
needs.

Ossian Rotary is a small 
part of a larger organization, 
Rotary International, which 
was founded over 110 years 
ago in Chicago. 

Ossian Rotary is a 

group of people with a 
desire to meet new peo-
ple, network, get involved 
and make a difference in 
Ossian and other com-
munities. Each week fea-
tures different speakers, 
who help attendees stay 

informed on topics that are 
relevant to our communi-
ty. Anyone is welcome to 
attend. Please contact Jere-
my Penrod, Ossian Rotary 
President, at jeremy.pen-
rod@edwardjones.com for 
more information.

Fourteen Ossian Rotary members and friends gathered last Monday night at the conclusion 
of the 2024 Ossian Rotary / Changing Footprints shoe drive to sort the 856 pairs of shoes col-
lected for distribution to those in need. Ossian Rotarians and helpers included (l-r) Carol Baker, 
Sammy Kefer (8), Jame Thompson, and Stephanie Kefer. (Photos provided)

Ossian Rotary completes shoe drive

Pictured left to right are Jeremy Penrod, Matthew Gullion, 
Carol Baker, and Stephanie Kefer.
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We’ve done this before, but there is new stuff to talk about
The old saying 

goes that there are 
only two things 
in life that are certain: death and taxes. 
I would add that there is one thing 
certain about taxes: the more you learn 
about them, the more you don’t know.

What we’ve come to refer to as my 
little tax saga, which I think is enter-
ing its third year, seems to bring new 
questions with each succeeding cycle. 
A number of them center on the same 
issue which we call “tax shifting” and 
is highlighted in today’s front page news analysis.

We like to label some stories as a “news analysis” 
because it includes some observations in addition to 
straight facts. It can sometimes border on opinion. 
We feel it important that we note the difference. But I 
digress.

This year includes new explorations into areas that 
have already existed but has not been a focus and, I 
believe, cries out for a fresh look. I have heard of and 
been aware of the MLGQ as mentioned in that article, 
but I had never connected it with reality. During my 
conversation in December with State Sen. Travis 
Holdman about his State Tax Review Task Force, he 
mentioned the Maximum Levy Growth Quotient that is 
supposed to limit the property tax levy to 4% in 2024.

It popped into mind as I was putting this year’s data 
together. So why has ours grown by more that 12%? 
Working on that. Stay tuned.

Meanwhile, a few much more opinionated observa-
tions about this year’s saga at this stage. (Thus it is on 
the opinion page, just to be clear.)

• Homeowners are (once again) experiencing these 
double-digit increases. Our share of the pie continues to 
grow in spite of the state legislature increasing both the 
standard and supplemental Homestead deductions in an 
effort to relieve some pain. I’ve thought about comput-
ing what my tax bill would have been without those 
changes and still may. It’s just not risen to the top of my 
tax-saga-to-do list.

• We are blessed with open, conscientious, local elect-
ed officials and school superintendents. Don’t want all 
of them to get a big head, but I have yet to run into any 
resistance about answering questions and helping me 
analyze and understand data and how the system works. 
“Patience” would be another good adjective. I can be 
slow on the uptake at times.

I have run into some concern that I am looking for 
villains. If we find any, so be it, but I just want to under-
stand how these things work, which may be helpful for 
our readers in their interactions with those who make 
these decisions, some of whom, I’ve discovered, have 
just as many questions as the rest of us.

• They feel the pain. County Auditor Lisa McCormick 
and Assessor Laura Roberts in particular, when it comes 

to tax bills. Lisa and her husband’s home taxes went up 
about 20%. They invested in a rental property. Its taxes 
have doubled this year. The Roberts residence’s taxes in 
the dynamically growing community of Rockford dou-
bled. To be precise, 120%. Their Assessed Value went 
up more than 60%. “We did add a deck to our above-
ground pool,” she told me. OK. But a 60% deck?

By the way, I lamented last week about perhaps 
having the distinction of having the largest percentage 
increase in the county (among homes that I’ve sampled) 
for our home’s taxes at 28%. Not to gloat, but as of now, 
Laura has that crown.

• As mentioned in today’s analysis, a change in the 
assessing process plus all the other factors has resulted 
in very significant increases in taxes on residential rental 
properties. (Again, this category does not include apart-
ment complexes.) With a big factor in those AVs being 
the amount of rent charged, this seems to be a vicious 
cycle: landlords have to raise rent to cover the increase 
in taxes; the next tax cycle reveals higher rent income 
which results in a higher AV. On it goes.

Bluffton has a problem here. The N-B has had a 
couple hires in the past year or so who could not find 
affordable, suitable rental housing and are thus commut-
ing from outside of the county. Wish I had a solution.

• While the price of homes has been the obvious fac-
tor in the growth of “Homestead” residential housing, 
one issue continues to be the inconsistency of the overall 
increase in this category. Another solution needed.

Further evidence of this arrived in my email inbox 
Thursday afternoon. A reader was inspired to look 
into the properties in his neck of the woods of eastern 
Lancaster Township. He found that of the eight resi-
dential properties in “‘my mile’ as country folk say it,” 
increases from 2023 to 2024 varied from 7 to 36%. 
Property tax bills from 2022 to 2024 varied from 23 to 
68% hikes. There are reasons, we presume, and plan to 
look into that.

More good news: rising residential home values are 
not going away. Local data for the Wells County real 
estate market has been released by the Upstate Alliance 
of Realtors. The median sales price went up 20.5% in 
2023.

• There are also a number of other factors that feed 
into the “tax shift” that has put an increasing tax burden 
on residential properties. The state has focused for many 
years on being “business friendly” in its tax structure. 
That has obvious benefits; not arguing against it. But 
when this filters down to the county level in property 
tax reality, one might be excused for asking for further 
review.

We will not belittle nor begrudge the property taxes 
paid by our local industries and businesses. It is not 
small change. Valero Renewables will pay $377,319 this 
year, for example, which is up about 15% from 2021’s 
$328,833. One modern, in-use commercial property in 
downtown Ossian has seen a 1.54-percent increase in its 

property tax bill since 2021. Meanwhile, you can find 
plenty — likely a majority — of homeowner properties 
with 50% and more growth in the same time period.

Tax shifting is not unique to Wells County. A quick 
analysis of numbers from neighboring Huntington 
and Adams counties reveal the same characteristics. 
However, those counties’ 2024 data is not yet available. 
The nearest rural county that has its 2024 data posted 
is Noble; it’s ratio of residential-to-nonresidential por-
tions of the pie have gone from a 34-66 mix in 2018 to a 
45-55 ratio in 2024.

• I am learning about how school debt funding works 
after realizing it is outside of the MLGQ. The more you 
learn, the more you don’t know. But it has had and will 
obviously continue to have an impact on the mail we get 
from the county treasurer’s office. 

• I am most puzzled by this MLGQ thing. In a brief 
conversation with Holdman this week, I learned about 
the appeal option. When hearing how much our total 
levy went up, he did not seem shocked but mentioned 
that perhaps something “needs tightened up.” The leg-
islative session was wrapping up so he was pressed for 
time. We will chat more later; meanwhile I submitted 
three specific questions to the Indiana Department of 
Local Government Finance Feb. 28 which basically say: 
“Explain this to me please.”

“We’re working on it,” I am told. Waiting.
• Last but far, far from least is this: Are Wells County 

taxpayers suffering any more or less than our fellow 
citizens in comparable Indiana counties? Last year, I 
devoted a few hours to trying to compare and quantify 
that. My conclusion was that while we are seeing dou-
ble-digit increases and want to cry “woe is me,” it could 
be worse if we would be living elsewhere. How are we 
doing in 2024?

There are so many factors that go into doing a com-
parison. In an effort to try to simplify that — to ascertain 
how to compare data and get an updated idea of how we 
compare with our neighbors — I’ve been renewing my 
acquaintance with Darren Bates, a tax consultant who 
lives near Muncie and works with 60 of Indiana’s 92 
counties, including Wells. A half-hour or so into a con-
versation and looking through his extensive data bases 
that involved assessed values (both gross and net), tax 
rates, tax caps, local income tax rates, property tax cred-
its, school budgets and school projects, county budgets 
per-person, and a few other details, we concluded our 
conversation with this:

“So Darren, if you had to choose, which county 
would you live in: Adams, Huntington or Wells?”

“I think, generally speaking, Wells is doing better 
than their surrounding counties,” he replied. “You’ve 
been good stewards.”

I sincerely believe him, and it’s nice to hear. It’s just 
difficult to keep that in mind sometimes — like when 
you get that piece of mail from the treasurer’s office.

miller@news-banner.com

Saturday’s Sub

Mark Miller

Things are looking good for Donald Trump. He 
(nearly) swept Super Tuesday. Nikki Haley has ended 
her primary challenge. The Supreme Court struck 
down efforts to keep him off the ballot. And four new 
polls show him beating President Biden in November.

Biden is almost twice as unpopular as Trump was 
at this point in 2020, measured by the gap between 
their approval and disapproval. A 43 percent plural-
ity of Americans say the president’s polices have 
hurt them personally (only 18 percent say they have 
helped), he faces double-digit disapproval on every 
issue, and 86 percent say he is too old for another 
term.

Many Republicans look at this and say: There’s no 
way Biden can win.

Yes, he can. And if you don’t believe it, I’ve got 
three words for you: Senator John Fetterman.

Pennsylvanians demonstrated in 2022 that Ameri-
cans will vote for a Democrat who had a strok dur-
ing the campaign if they don’t like the Republican 
alternative. And though Biden is the most unpopular 
president in the history of polling, Trump is almost as 
unpopular. In November, 
millions of Americans 
will be choosing between 
two candidates they dis-
like. Trump needs them 
to dislike him less. Yes, 
Biden is deeply vulner-
able, but Trump has to 
exploit his vulnerabilities 
and make a concerted 
effort to win over Haley 
voters and skeptical 
swing voters who could 
very well decide the elec-
tion.

The issue facing 
Trump is not “Never 
Trump” voters who didn’t 
support him in the past and won’t vote for him now 
under any circumstances. It is “Not Trump Again” 
voters, Americans who are open to his policies — and 
might have voted for him before — but don’t like how 
he behaved, particularly after the 2020 election, and 
supported Haley in the primaries. The former group is 
unpersuadable; the latter might not be.

But Trump has to go out and persuade them. He 
needs to recognize that right now, the party is not 
united. It is deeply divided between the dominant 
MAGA wing, which encompasses about two-thirds of 
Republican voters, and the not-MAGA wing, which 
makes up about a third. Trump can’t take back the 
presidency without bringing the not-MAGA Repub-
licans into his fold. But according to the Fox News 
Voter Analysis, 53 percent of not-MAGA Republicans 
in Iowa, 57 percent in South Carolina and 65 percent 
in New Hampshire say they won’t cast their ballot for 
Trump in November.

If even a fraction follows through on that prom-
ise, it could cost him the White House. Haley has 
won 2,873,491 votes in the GOP primaries this year. 

Trump lost in 2020 by just 42,918 votes in 
three battleground states: Georgia (11,779), 
Wisconsin (20,682) and Arizona (10,457). 
An equally small number of votes could be 
the difference between defeat and victory 
in 2024.

One challenge in bringing them in: 
Many Trump-skeptical Republicans voted 
for him in 2016 because the Supreme 
Court was on the ballot. Well, thanks to his 
success in securing the 6-3 conservative 
majority, the Supreme Court is no longer 
the driving issue it was for these Republi-
cans.

This much is certain: The election will tighten, and 
Trump can’t afford to leave any votes on the table. 
Attacking Haley supporters as “RINOs” might make 
his MAGA base swoon, but it does not help him win 
the presidency. Neither does boasting on Truth Social 
that “Nikki Haley got TROUNCED last night, in 
record setting fashion” or dismissing her voters as 
“Radical Left Democrats.” He needs to be gracious 

in victory and make 
a concerted effort 
to earn the votes of 
Republicans who did 
not support him in the 
primaries.

He also needs to 
win over independent 
swing voters who like 
how his policies have 
improved their lives 
but don’t like him. The 
reason he lost in 2020 
is that he spent most 
of his time feeding his 
base instead of trying 
to expand it. He needs 
to win over persuad-

able Americans and bring them into his coalition, not 
drive them away. Biden’s disastrous presidency means 
Trump-skeptical voters might be willing to give the 
former president a fresh look — but only if he asks 
for one.

How does he do that? He needs to convince them 
that a second Trump term would be a return not to 
chaos but to competence; that he would use the presi-
dency not to seek revenge but to restore our country. 
He needs to pick a vice president with broad appeal to 
all wings of the party, not one who will confirm many 
Republicans’ worst fears. And he needs to signal that 
he understands why some are skeptical about return-
ing him to the White House and assure them that their 
concerns are unfounded — and thus give them per-
mission to vote in their self-interest.

Biden is weak, and Trump’s hardcore MAGA base 
is firmly behind him. But MAGA voters are not going 
to decide this election. Haley might be out of the 
race, but Haley voters and others who did not support 
Trump could decide the election.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen @marcthiessen on X

Marc
Thiessen

Trump needs Haley voters to 
win back the White House

Justices correct to keep 
Trump on the ballot

No, there is no one weird trick to keep former President 
Donald Trump off the ballot and out of the White House. 
That is the unanimous opinion of the Supreme Court, which 
ruled Monday that the 14th Amendment does not authorize 
states to disqualify presidential candidates from seeking the 
office based on alleged oath-breaking and insurrection. This 
settles a legal controversy whose answer ought always to 
have been clear, leaving primary responsibility for prevent-
ing Trump 2.0 in the hands of voters.

Nearly as important as the substance of the Supreme 
Court’s decision this week was its speed. The justices 
expedited review of the Colorado Supreme Court’s Dec. 
19 ruling that Mr. Trump was ineligible thanks to the Con-
stitution’s “insurrection clause.” Thus their opinion arrived 
one day before Super Tuesday’s nominating contests. That 
allowed voters to choose from among all the candidates 
without worry that their preferred option will be removed 
by the time of the general election. The country would ben-
efit from similar promptness in another matter under the 
high court’s consideration: Mr. Trump’s weak claim that he 
is immune from criminal prosecution.

Of course, the substance of the 14th Amendment case 
was what matters most. The notion that an arcane Civil 
War-era provision could be used to exclude Mr. Trump from 
presidential politics was always a bit too good to be true. 
The arguments in favor contained multiple points of failure: 
Did the insurrection clause even apply to the presidency, as 
opposed to the “offices” it explicitly named? Had the rule 
against rebels returning to power in Washington, approved 
soon after the Civil War, already been expunged with the 
Amnesty Act of 1872? Was the former president even an 
insurrectionist, and who should decide? As it happened, the 
Supreme Court didn’t need to bother with these intricacies. 
The justices turned instead, sensibly, to federalism.

The framers designed the presidency as a uniquely 
national office, so it made little sense to suppose that the 
authors of the 14th Amendment could have intended to 
make eligibility subject to a de facto state veto. The justices 
accordingly noted that federal officers “owe their existence 
and functions to the united voice of the whole, not a portion, 
of the people.” They warned against the “patchwork” that 
would result from allowing various states with various rules 
to make various determinations about who may or may not 
run for federal office.

To be sure, the court’s unanimity was not perfect. In a 
disgruntled joint concurring opinion, liberal justices Sonia 
Sotomayor, Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson took 
their conservative colleagues to task for declining to limit 
their rationale to federalism. Instead, the court’s majority 
opinion went on to say that nobody can enforce Section 3 
against anybody without an act of Congress detailing whom 
the provision disqualifies. The three liberals called this 
judicial overreach, designed to “insulate this Court and peti-
tioner” from future political firestorms.

Justice Amy Coney Barrett, a Trump appointee, agreed 
with the liberals. What she objected to, however, in a short 
concurrence that read more like a blog post than a legal 
opinion, was the “stridency” with which the three expressed 
their quibble. “All nine Justices agree on the outcome of this 
case. That is the message Americans should take home.”

Justice Barrett might not be the right messenger — spin 
is not part of the court’s job description — but it was the 
right message. This often bitterly divided Supreme Court 
managed to reach the same bottom line: Whatever else it 
might do, the 14th Amendment does not authorize states 
to cull the presidential ballot. It struck a blow both for fed-
eralism and for democracy — albeit ironically, given Mr. 
Trump’s own antidemocratic tendencies. The way to pre-
vent his comeback remains clear: to vote.

THE WASHINGTON POST
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A CITY ON A HILL 
CHURCH

705 W.-900 N., 
Uniondale

10 a.m. - Worship.

APOSTOLIC 
CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

APOSTOLIC 
CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,

Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)

4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM 
LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service. 
10:15 - Adult Bible Class, 
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice 
of Bethlehem on 92.7 
FM.

BLUFFTON 
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. -  Sunday 
School. 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6 p.m.  - Service.

DILLMAN UNITED 
BRETHREN

8888S-1100W-90, 
Warren

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 
a.m. - Sunday School.

BLUFFTON 
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness 

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.

blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 & 6:30 
p.m. - Worship.

BOEHMER UNITED 
METHODIST

3467 S 600 W, 
Liberty Center

boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:45 - Sunday School.

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN, ELCA

1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

CHRISTIAN 
NEW LIGHT

1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Praise & wor-
ship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.

10 a.m. - Bible Study. 
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1

mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:15 - Worship. 
(Children’s Church for 
ages 6-12).

DOMESTIC CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school. 
10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST

1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:40 a.m. - Sunday 
School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH 
OF GOD

5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Discipleship.

 
FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com

10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF OSSIAN

1001 Dehner Dr.
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com

9:30 & 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL 
classes. 10:15 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.

firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/

youth & Adult Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:45 - Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
(EVANGELICAL)

123 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian

www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Adult Sun-

day school. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH OF 
BLUFFTON

301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E. 
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Wor-
ship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com

8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - 
Service at Main Campus. 
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service, 
north campus, Ossian.

KINGDOM HALL 
OF JEHOVAH’S 

WITNESSES
2803 N. Main St.

jw.org
10 a.m. - Worship.

LANCASTER CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

9:40 - Fellowship. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
BAPTIST

3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-

con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday 
School. 9:55 - Fellow-
ship. 10:15 - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir prac-

tice. 9 a.m. - Coffee, 
donuts, conversation. 
9:30 - Worship w/infant 
nursery & children’s 
church. 10:45 - Sunday 
School.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:30 - Sunday School.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.

lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service 

(Children’s programs 
available).

 
LIVING WATER 

UNITED CHURCH
6486 S 700E, Bluffton

8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 
a.m. - Sunday School. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL 
HILL SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath 
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org

9 a.m. - Adult Bible 
study groups. 10:30 - 
Worship. Children’s & 
student programming 
both hours.

MARKLE 
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St., 

Murray
murraymc.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218

10 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

NEW HOPE 
LUTHERAN

(Missouri Synod)
8824 N. SR 1, Ossian

newhopelutheran-ossian.
webs.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School 
& Adult Bible study. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1

9:30 - Sunday School. 
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

LIVING FAITH 
MISSIONARY

17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 

- Sunday School.

OSSIAN CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org

9:15 a.m. - Bible study. 
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED 
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org

9 a.m. - Worship, Wor-
ship child care nurse. 10 
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Adult Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.

blog.parkub.org
10 a.m. - Connection. 11 

a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 

- Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street

8:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

36 E. Walnut St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 

a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Sunday School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central

 11 a.m. - Worship & the 
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St. 
Suite 108, 110

riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1

sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
Nursery & Children’s 
classes available during 
Sunday School & Wor-
ship.

SOUTHERN WELLS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto
9 & 10:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. - 
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass. 
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or 
by appointment - Confes-
sions. 5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. 

- Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur

stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. 
LUTHERAN

16933 Thiele Rd. 
stmarkfw.org

8:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St., 

Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Children’s Sunday 
School.

THE CHURCH AT 
MCNATT

9221 W 800 S-90, 
Montpelier

8:30 a.m. - Coffee fel-
lowship. 9:15 - Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.

6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St., 

Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com

9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups. 
10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com

9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 
10 a.m. - Adult & Chil-
dren’s Worship.

UNIONDALE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

5867 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

 
UNIONTOWN 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER 

CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St., 

Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10-10:30 - Fel-
lowship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
205 S. Adams St., 

Monroe
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Discipleship for adults & 
children.

ZANESVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.
9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED 
BRETHREN 
IN CHRIST

3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

Call to Worship
This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible 
by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

 Les Gerber 
 Insurance

 Perry Gerber
 1120 N. Main St., Bluffton

 260-824-1237

 AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS
 Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver

 “For The Times You Don’t
 Want to Leave Home.”

 114 W. 
 Water

 824-4956

WHAT’S IN 
YOUR HAND?

A well-known song from 
the 1960s extolled the vir-
tue of everyone living their 
life MY WAY. Despite pos-
sible misunderstandings, 
the singer crooned that he 
had few regrets about liv-
ing “his way” even 
though he admit-
ted to making 
some mistakes. He 
believed that inde-
pendently forging 
a path through life 
brought him the 
most satisfaction.

Not everyone is 
confident enough 
to do things “our 
way” — especially 
when God places 
His call to obedi-
ent service on our hearts. We 
may feel uncertain, unquali-
fied, or simply terrified to 
attempt something com-
pletely new.

“When I pay this bill, I’ll 
be able to…”

“After the kids are 
grown, we’ll…”

“If I had more ________ 
(insert word here — time, 
money, energy, interest, etc.) 
I could…”

Exodus 3-4 tells the 
story of God presenting a 
life-changing mission to 
Moses through a burning 
bush. Moses approached the 
unique shrub with curiosity, 
obediently keeping a safe 
distance from the unusual 
sight (Exodus 3:5). But that 
is where the future leader 
of the Israelites showed 
us what NOT to do after 
receiving a heavenly mis-

sion: he began to question 
God’s plan.

“Who am I to approach 
Pharaoh? (Exodus 3:11)”

“Whom should I say has 
sent me? (Exodus 3:13)”

“What if they don’t 
believe me? (Exodus 4:1)”

“How can these stum-
bling lips ade-
quately and elo-
quently speak for 
God? (Exodus 
4:10)” 

Finally, there 
came an outright 
refusal:  “Send 
someone else . 
(Exodus 4:13)”

God answered 
each question and 
excuse by remind-
ing Moses to use 
the resources he 

already had to prove the 
power and authority of his 
message (Exodus 4:2, 6).

While we serve a God 
of infinite power, He may 
require that we use the abili-
ties and gifts He has given 
to us. He occasionally pairs 
us with someone who sup-
ports our mission, as He did 
by allowing Moses to work 
with his brother (Exodus 
4:14), or we may be given 
a solitary task to complete. 
No matter the mission, God 
equips His people with 
all they require (Hebrews 
13:21).

As God places His mis-
sion in your heart, His infi-
nite provisions will meet 
every need — just don’t be 
surprised if those miraculous 
supplies are already closer 
than you imagine.

mpaxson99@yahoo.com

a Devotional
              Break

Time to Take

by Martha 
Paxson

•	 Bluffton
•	 lafayette
•	 flora

•	 logansport
•	 frankfort
•	 swayzee

•	 Huntington
•	 waBasH

 Thoma/Rich,
 Lemler

 Funeral Home
 WELLS COUNTY’S

 OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
 308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN

 260-824-3850
 www.thomarich.com

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton • 824-3852

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

 Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver
 “For The Times You Don’t
 Want to Leave Home.”

 114 W. 
 Water

 824-4956

 HIDAY
 AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

 82 4-0900   General Motors

 82 4-1931  Chrysler

 (260)375-2135
 1-800-895-7035

 222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
 Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.

 Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
 Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

More Than 
A Customer...

You’re Family

More Than 

Family Ford 
of Bluff ton

(260)824-1253
Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

 1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
 (260) 824-5940

 Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
 decaturdentalin.com

 Bluffton
 Dental
 Clinic

 NATIONAL OIL
 Delivery to Home

 FARM • BUSINESS
 824-2220

 127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN  
824-1588

604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN • 622-4115 

CHEVROLET

 Les Gerber 
 Insurance

 Perry Gerber
 1120 N. Main St., Bluffton

 260-824-1237

 AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

 126 W. Townley
 Bluffton • 824-3330

 260-565-3131
 A Division of Craigville

 Telephone Company, Inc.

 643 N. Main St.
  Bluffton

  260-824-4460

 NAPA WELLS CO. 
 AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, 

 INC.

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:
• E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
• Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton



By PATRICK 
DONNELLY 

Associated Press
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 

— Caitlin Clark broke the 
NCAA Division I record for 
3-pointers in a season by a 
woman or man, finishing 
with 24 points, 10 rebounds 
and seven assists on a poor 
shooting night to lead No. 4 
Iowa past Penn State 95-62 
in the Big Ten Tournament 
quarterfinals on Friday.

Clark missed her first 11 
3s before finally connecting 
in the fourth quarter. It was 
her 163rd 3-pointer of the 
season, surpassing Stephen 
Curry of Davidson (2007-08) 
and Darius McGhee of Liber-
ty (2022-23) for the most by 

a D-I player.
Clark, who had already 

surpassed Pete Maravich as 
the all-time leading scorer 
in D-I, finished 2 of 14 from 
long range and 5 of 19 from 
the field while facing frequent 
double-teams. But Iowa (27-
4) still had little trouble with 
Penn State (19-12), leading 
31-14 after the first quarter 
with Clark contributing only 
four free throws.

The second-seeded Hawk-
eyes advanced to face either 
Indiana or Michigan in the 
Big Ten semifinals on Satur-
day.

Sydney Affolter scored 
a career-high 18 points and 
had nine rebounds for Iowa. 
Gabbie Marshall scored 15, 

Taylor McCabe had 12 and 
Kate Martin had 11 points 
and nine boards.

Leilani Kapinus led sev-
enth-seeded Penn State with 
19 points and Ashley Owusu 
had 18.

Clark, the nation’s leading 
scorer who came in averag-
ing 32.3 points per game, 
made her first field goal — a 
mid-range jumper — early 
in the second quarter. It was 
her only basket of the half, 
but she hit eight of nine free 

throws before halftime and 
12 of 13 overall.

She’d been held without 
a 3-pointer only once in her 
college career. Clark went 
0-for-6 from beyond the arc 
but scored 24 points in a win 
over Purdue on Jan. 13, 2022.

The Nittany Lions cut 
Iowa’s lead to single digits 
just once after the first quar-
ter. An 11-2 brought Penn 
State within 33-24. But Iowa 
scored the next nine points to 
regain control.
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BALANCE HAS ITS

BENEFITS
MANGE YOUR INVESTMENT RISKS THROUGH DIVERSIFICATION

Kim Gentis - Financial Advisor
Financial Advisor Wealth Management Specialist
(260)824-8070  •  kim.gentis@raymondjames.com
1245 N. Main St., Blu� ton, IN 46714
Investment Advisory Services are o� ered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

When the market � uctuates, a diversi� ed* portfolio may help smooth out the a� ects that 
can impact di� ering investment classes. By developing customized solutions that address your 
needs and concerns, I can help balance the risks of investing through asset allocation. Please 
call me today for a no-obligation consultation.

Individual solutions from independent advisors.
* Diversi� cation and asset allocation do not ensure a pro� t or guarantee against loss.

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC

Talk with one of your Wells County Agents today:
Mike Lampton • Michael Towne • Jacob Duncan • Kevin Sills

(260) 824-2234 | 1307 Baker Place | Bluffton

YOU’RE GOOD AT USING
EVERY LAST RAY OF SUN BEFORE

IT’S TOO DARK TO WORK OUTSIDE.

WE’RE GOOD AT YOUR INSURANCE.
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2829 E. State Rd. 124 • Bluffton, Indiana 46714
260-824-2220

For All Your Petroleum Needs Call Us!

Premium Diesel Racing Gasoline Mineral Spirits
Non-Ethanol REC-90 Pure 1-K Kerosene

DEF       Packaged and Bulk Motor Oils and Lubes

www.natloil.com

Bluffton - Main Office 824-2220
Bluffton - Jay Bertsch 241-0595
Bluffton - Brady Ripple 437-6292
Berne - Mark Lehmann 525-8186 
Decatur - Ryan Stucky 273-0317 

Huntington - Mathew Harvey 273-1231
Monroeville - Casey Scherer 433-0870

Montpelier - Butch Atkinson 765-348-6059

By DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Sports Writer

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Shyanne 
Sellers had 25 points, eight rebounds 
and seven assists to lead Maryland’s 
upset of fourth-
ranked and regu-
lar-season cham-
pion Ohio State 
82-61 in the quar-
terfinals of the Big 
Ten Tournament 
on Friday.

Brinae Alex-
ander and Jakia 
B r o w n - Tu r n e r 
each scored 19 
points and Faith 
Masonius added 
15 points and 11 
rebounds for the 
Terrapins (19-12), 
who delivered the type of statement 
performance that ought to push them 
toward the safe side of the bubble for 
an at-large bid to the NCAA Tourna-
ment.

“I’m telling you right now: The 
Maryland team you see in March is 
not the same team you see at the begin-
ning,” Sellers said. “I think we just 
proved that.”

Maryland will play the Nebraska-
Michigan State winner on Saturday 
afternoon, the 10th time in 11 years the 
Terrapins have reached the semifinals. 
The Huskers and Spartans took the 
court for their quarterfinal game right 
after the Terrapins finished aveng-
ing two regular-season losses to Ohio 
State.

Maryland owned a 55-31 rebound-
ing edge and a 19-5 advantage in sec-
ond-chance points on the way to its 

first win this season against a ranked 
opponent.

“To finally get over that hump 
today when it matters most in the 
most time of pressure is a testament to 

these guys,” coach 
Brenda Frese said.

Rebeka Miku-
lasikova scored 
16 points and Tay-
lor Thierry had 
13 points for the 
Buckeyes (25-5), 
whose quest for a 
No. 1 seed in the 
NCAA Tourna-
ment took a hit. 
Ohio State has 
lost two games in 
a row.

“ M a r y l a n d 
played a great 

game. They were really prepared. They 
played like a team that might have 
needed this to get in the tournament, 
and we played like a team that showed 
up as the No. 1 seed and everybody 
was just supposed to lie down,” Buck-
eyes coach Kevin McGuff said.

Maryland beat Illinois on Thursday 
after entering the bracket as the No. 8 
seed, the first time the Terrapins played 
in the second round of the tournament 
since joining the league nine years ago.

With second overall WNBA draft 
pick Diamond Miller now with the 
Minnesota Lynx and injuries factoring 
in, the season was a grind. After going 
137-20 in conference play over their 
first nine years in the Big Ten, the Ter-
rapins lost nine league games — more 
than the three previous seasons com-
bined.

The Terrapins nonetheless brought 

real potential to make a run this week-
end with three graduate starters — 
Alexander, Brown-Turner and Masoni-
us have 16 years of college experience 
between them — and a third-year star 
in Sellers.

The native of Aurora, Ohio, whose 
father, Brad Sellers, played for the 
Buckeyes and in the NBA, shot 9 
for 17 from the floor and injected a 
spark into her team at the most pivotal 
moments. She sank a pullup jumper at 
the second-quarter buzzer for a 38-30 
halftime lead.

Ohio State’s full court press never 
fazed Maryland. The Buckeyes instead 
were flustered by the physical play in 
the paint — often voicing their frustra-
tion by the foul calls and non-calls that 
went against them. But the rebounding 
disadvantage is what really did them 
in.

“We looked like a volleyball team 
out there for half the game, just batting 
the ball around,” McGuff said.

Jacy Sheldon, who had a quiet 10 
points, eight below her team-leading 
average, was called for a charging foul 
late in the third quarter. Sellers hit a 
jumper on the other end. Then Cotie 
McMahon was hit in the face during 
a scrap for a rebound with no whistle, 
setting McGuff up for a technical foul 
after a fast break 3-pointer by Alex-
ander gave Maryland a 15-point lead. 
Sellers sank both free throws to make 
it 61-44.

McMahon, who had 12 points and 
nine rebounds, finished 3 for 17 from 
the floor. The first team All-Big Ten 
player missed her first seven shots, 
at one point covering her face in her 
hands in disbelief after she couldn’t get 
a one-handed leaner in the lane to fall.

NEW YORK (AP) — Noelvi Marté, a 22-year-old 
infielder who is the Cincinnati Reds’ top prospect, 
was suspended for the first 80 games of the season on 

Friday following a positive test 
under Major League Baseball’s 
drug program.

Marté tested positive for the 
performance-enhancing sub-
stance Boldenone, triggering the 
first suspension under the big 
league program since Milwau-
kee right-hander J.C. Mejía was 
banned for 162 games on Sept. 
20 for a positive test for Stano-
zolol. Mejía’s suspension was 
his second under the program.

Marté was expected to be the 
Reds’ starting third baseman this season, joining Cin-
cinnati’s core of young players that includes Elly De 
La Cruz, Matt McLain, Spencer Steer and Christian 
Encarnacion-Strand.

The suspension is without pay. Marté’s salary this 
season was likely to be just above the $740,000 mini-
mum.

Marté signed with Seattle from the Dominican 
Republic for a $1.55 million bonus in July 2018. He 
was traded to the Reds in July 2022 along with three 
other prospects for All-Star right-hander Luis Castillo.

Marté made his major league debut last Aug. 19 
and hit .316 with three homers, 15 RBIs and six stolen 
bases in 35 games. He batted .279 with 20 doubles, 
11 homers, 45 RBIs and 18 steals over three minor 
league levels last year.

Four players have been disciplined this year under 
the minor league program.

Noelvi Marte

Reds’ Noelvi Marté 
suspended 80 
games by MLB for 
positive drug test

TORONTO (AP) — Former NL MVP Joey Votto 
says he has agreed to a minor league contract with his 
hometown Toronto Blue Jays.

The 40-year-old first base-
man became a free agent last fall 
after the end of a $251.5 million, 
12-year contract with the Cincin-
nati Reds, his only team over 17 
major league seasons.

“I am excited about the 
opportunity to work my way 
back to the Major Leagues. It’s 
even sweeter to attempt this 
while wearing the uniform of 
my hometown team, the Toronto 

Blue Jays,” Votto wrote Friday on 
X.

There was no immediate announcement by the 
team.

Votto hit .202 with 14 homers and 38 RBIs in 65 
games last year. He didn’t play his first game until 
June 19, 10 months to the day after surgery on his left 
biceps and rotator cuff.

A six-time All-Star and the 2010 NL MVP, Votto 
has a .294 average with 356 homers, 1,144 RBIs and a 
.409 on-base percentage in 2,056 games.

Cincinnati declined his $20 million option for 
2024.

Joey Votto

Joey Votto agrees 
to minor league 
deal with Blue Jays

Maryland upsets No. 4 Ohio State in Big Ten 
Tournament to seize familiar spot in semis

Clark sets NCAA record for 3s in one season

Many moves by Stanley Cup contenders at 
NHL trade deadline leaves no clear favorite
By STEPHEN WHYNO 

AP Hockey Writer
Florida got Vladimir 

Tarasenko, so the New York 
Rangers traded for Alex-
ander Wennberg and Jack 
Roslovic and Carolina went 
out and got Jake Guentzel 
and Evgeny Kuznetsov.

Colorado reshaped its 
roster with Casey Mittel-
stadt, Brandon Duhaime and 
Sean Walker, so defending 
champion Vegas answered 
with one move bigger than 
the last: first Anthony Man-
tha, then Noah Hanifin and 
finally the stunner that beat 
the NHL trade deadline 
buzzer: landing All-Star for-
ward Tomas Hertl.

After the dust settled, 
nearly every Stanley Cup 
contender made a signifi-
cant addition before Fri-
day’s trade deadline and the 
league is no closer to hav-
ing a clear-cut favorite than 
before the frenzy began. 
All the activity sets up what 
should be a wide-open chase 
for the title once the playoffs 
begin in six weeks.

“There isn’t a Boston of 
last year that had an ungodly 
amount of points and (then) 
the rest of the league,” St. 
Louis president and general 
manager Doug Armstrong 

said. “So, if you were in that 
market and you were com-
peting, you would have to 
think you have a chance to 
win a Cup and you maybe 
put a few more chips in.”

The Golden Knights, as 
they’ve done for years as 
hockey’s most prominent 
high-stakes gamblers, put 
all their chips in to try to go 
back to back. The defend-
ing NHL champions sent 
top prospect David Edstrom 
and their 2025 first-round 
pick to San Jose for Hertl, a 
two-time All-Star signed for 
six more seasons after this 
one.

Word of that move vault-
ed Vegas into a tie with the 
Panthers and Edmonton for 
the best odds — 7-1 — of 
winning it all, according to 
FanDuel Sportsbook. The 
Avalanche, Hurricanes, Dal-
las, Boston and the Rangers 
are not far behind but none 
of them higher than 11-1 to 
hoist the Cup.

“If you’re a team that’s 
contending for the Cup, the 
players want your manager, 
your management team to 
be aggressive, assertive and 
get as many good players 
in as you can,” Washington 
GM Brian MacLellan said 
after trading Kuznetsov, 

Mantha and defenseman 
Joel Edmundson. “It’s a 
long haul, and teams load up 
for the playoffs.”

Armstrong, whose Blues 
won the Cup in 2019 a year 
after MacLellan’s Capitals, 
also pointed out his col-
leagues take risks giving 
up multiple draft picks and 
prospects in hopes of cel-
ebrating a championship in 
June.

“You can’t predict how 
the playoff matchups are 
going to go,” Armstrong 
said. “The teams in the 
Pacific and the teams in the 
Central loaded up and two 
of them are (going) to play 
each other in the first round. 
That’s just the way it is. And 
so there’s going to be some-
body just as unhappy as 
teams that didn’t make the 
playoffs.”

But the swing is still 
worth it, especially for 
teams that did not give up 
a first-round pick. Only 
five were traded this week 
(including one that could 
only be No. 31 or 32) and 
seven total this season.

“It didn’t seem like the 
market was there for first-
rounders,” MacLellan said. 
“A lot of the contending 
teams were the same teams 

last year, too, that spent a 
lot of draft capital and pros-
pects.”

Tampa Bay’s Julien 
BriseBois agreed, particu-
larly that a lot of the top 
teams in the East spent big 
at the 2023 deadline. The 
Golden Knights, the only 
team to trade two first-
rounders and an elite pros-
pect, made moves as much 
to stem the tide of losses 
that have dropped them into 
a wild card spot as to set up 
another long run.

Vegas will have plenty 
of competition just to get 
through the West — not 
only from Colorado, Dal-
las and Edmonton but also 
Winnipeg, a dark horse 
that quietly got better by 
acquiring winger Tyler Tof-
foli and defenseman Colin 
Miller from New Jersey to 
go along with center Sean 
Monahan, who has been 
with the Jets since early 
February.

“You look at all the 
teams, it feels like every-
body’s trying to stack up 
and do whatever they can 
to win, so it’s not going to 
be easy,” Toffoli said. “It’s 
always tough, and anything 
can happen in the play-
offs.”

Follow us at ... twitter.com/newsbanner

ACAC released boys’ 
basketball awards

The Allen County Athletic Conference released its all-
conference selections for the 2023-24 season.

Bluffton’s Tucker Jenkins was the lone selection in Wells 
County on the first team as a center. The senior finished with 
a team-high 13.1 points per game and six rebounds.

The Tigers also netted freshman sharpshooter Axton 
Beste on the list as an honorable mention. He shot the three-
ball at a 47% clip.

Southern Wells pair of seniors Chandler Oswalt and Evan 
Pennington also made the list. Oswalt was on the second 
team and Pennington as an honorable mention.

Oswalt led the Raiders with 13.2 points per game and 
Pennington 8.3.

The ACAC was dominated by Adams Central, who fin-
ished 6-0 in the conference and had three players on the first 
team: Isaac Schultz, Micah McClure and Trace Maller.

Bluffton finished tied for fourth with Heritage with a 
record of 3-3, while Southern Wells was sixth at 1-5.



By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) 
— Tiger Woods is not in the 
field for The Players Cham-
pionship next week, open-
ing questions about wheth-
er or where the five-time 
Masters champion will play 
before Augusta National.

The Players already is 
missing a bevy of big names 
from those who joined LIV 
Golf. Now it’s missing the 
biggest draw in golf.

There was not an imme-
diate reason why Woods 
chose not to play at the TPC 
Sawgrass, where he has won 
twice. He was not listed 
in the field that the PGA 
Tour released Friday. Even 
though injuries have severe-
ly limited his schedule, he 
would be eligible from his 
five-year exemption from 
winning the 2019 Masters.

For Woods, his road to 
the Masters could be the 
Seminole Pro-Member last 
week in Florida. He played 
18 holes with PGA of Amer-
ica CEO Seth Waugh. Oth-
erwise, his only competition 
this year was 24 holes at the 
Genesis Invitational, where 
Woods withdrew after six 
holes in the second round at 
Riviera with the flu.

Woods had surgery to 

fuse his right ankle after the 
Masters last year and didn’t 
return until the Hero World 
Challenge in the Bahamas 
in December. He has said 
walking was no longer as 
big an issue, though he still 
got sore from other parts of 
his body. He has had five 
surgeries on his back.

Even so, he was opti-
mistic he could play once a 
month through the majors 
in 2024. He never commit-
ted to The Players, though 
it made sense for a once-a-
month schedule as the tour’s 
premier championship on a 
course he has won twice.

The Valspar Champion-
ship is after The Players. 
Woods played there in 2018 
and was runner-up, but he 
has never returned. The 
only other two tournaments 
remaining are the Houston 
Open, which he has never 
played, and the Texas Open, 
which he last played on a 
sponsor exemption when he 
was 20 and just out of col-
lege in 1996.

Then again, he has a his-
tory of showing up at the 
Masters without much com-
petition. The most notable 
example was in 2022, when 
Woods played for the first 
time since crashing his car 
in Los Angeles and shatter-

ing bones in lower right leg. 
Woods finished 47th that 
year.

He also went five months 
without playing in 2010, 
after his personal life came 
crashing down around him 
when he was exposed for 
having multiple extramari-
tal affairs. He opened with 
a 68 and tied for fourth, five 
shots behind Phil Mickel-

son.
Woods has never missed 

the cut at the Masters as a 
pro.

The Players Champi-
onship still has a stacked 
field, starting with defend-
ing champion Scottie 
Scheffler. With Woods not 
playing, the last player cur-
rently in the field is Alex-
ander Bjork.
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Stock Market IndexeS

 39,282.28 31,429.82 Dow Jones Industrials 38,722.69 -364.69 -.93 +2.74 +21.35
 16,717.04 13,400.45 Dow Jones Transportation 15,718.22 -114.40 -.72 -1.14 +10.62
 979.98 765.47 Dow Jones Utilities 855.65 +22.61 +2.71 -2.95 -3.59
 18,021.87 14,471.08 NYSE Composite 17,889.62 +161.35 +.91 +6.15 +20.11
 16,449.70 10,982.80 Nasdaq Composite 16,085.11 -189.83 -1.17 +7.15 +44.41
 5,189.26 3,808.86 S&P 500 5,123.69 -13.39 -.26 +7.42 +32.68
 2,994.56 2,322.38 S&P MidCap 2,952.39 +41.73 +1.43 +6.14 +20.38
 52,279.11 37,776.71 Wilshire 5000 51,615.39 -110.40 -.21 +6.87 +34.49
 2,115.95 1,633.67 Russell 2000 2,082.71 +6.32 +.30 +2.74 +17.49
 18,062.75 12,426.88 Lipper Growth Index 17,869.92 -115.94 -.64 +10.20 +43.80

           52-Week                                                                        Wk        Wk       YTD     12-mo
     High          Low      Name                                  Last          Chg     %Chg    %Chg    %Chg

the Week In revIeW

Mutual FundS

American Funds AmrcnBalA  m MA 101,638 33.47 +2.4 +18.4/B +8.8/B 5.75
American Funds EuroPacGrA  m FG 20,484 58.19 +5.3 +15.7/C +7.1/C 5.75
American Funds FdmtlInvsA  m LB 69,340 77.68 +4.1 +30.9/B +13.5/D 5.75
American Funds GrfAmrcA  m LG 134,804 69.59 +3.6 +39.3/D +15.0/C 5.75
American Funds IncAmrcA  m AL 74,460 24.02 +3.2 +10.4/E +7.4/D 5.75
American Funds InvCAmrcA  m LB 83,674 54.26 +3.3 +33.1/A +14.2/C 5.75
American Funds NwPrspctvA  m WG 58,405 59.86 +3.8 +25.2/C +12.9/B 5.75
American Funds WAMtInvsA  m LB 81,962 60.83 +3.0 +25.2/D +13.0/D 5.75
Davis NYVentureA  m LB 4,716 28.95 +4.7 +31.8/A +11.5/E 4.75
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm LB 515,222 178.27 +2.7 +30.4/B +15.2/A NL
Fidelity Contrafund LG 121,130 18.60 +3.8 +50.9/A +17.5/A NL
Fidelity TtlMktIdxInsPrm LB 88,994 141.33 +2.9 +28.9/C +14.4/C NL
Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA  m LG 2,196 19.44 +3.7 +45.5/B +19.6/A 5.75
Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA  m LG 3,998 146.42 +5.1 +49.5/A +18.2/A 5.75
George Putnam BalA  m MA 1,326 24.15 +2.2 +22.9/A +10.1/A 5.75
INVESCO MnStrA  m LB 8,817 54.14 +3.4 +27.8/C +13.2/D 5.50
PIMCO IncInstl MU 85,098 10.61 +0.8 +9.5 +3.2 NL
Putnam DiversIncA  m NT 535 5.53 +1.1 +6.2/D +0.5/E 4.00
Putnam SustLeadersA  m LG 5,712 121.06 +4.1 +35.6/D +15.7/C 5.75
Putnam TEIncA  m ML 539 7.86 +0.8 +7.0/B +1.8/B 4.00
Schwab SP500Idx LB 87,817 78.74 +3.4 +31.4 +15.3 NL
Thornburg IntermMnA  m MI 262 13.31 +0.6 +5.4/C +1.6/C 2.00
Thornburg LtdTrmUSGvtA  m GS 41 11.85 +0.6 +4.2/D +0.1/E 2.25
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl LB 489,260 473.95 +2.7 +30.4/B +15.2/A NL
Vanguard GrIdxAdmrl LG 74,350 174.65 +1.6 +45.2/B +18.6/A NL
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl MI 69,555 13.71 +0.5 +5.6/C +2.1/A NL
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl LB 68,161 165.94 +3.0 +32.2/A +14.1/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 76,463 18.91 +2.3 +14.7/A +6.8/B NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 90,610 36.69 +2.5 +16.2/A +7.6/B NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd TI 93,418 22.99 +2.7 +17.6/C +8.4/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 82,637 41.01 +2.9 +18.9/C +9.2/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 79,928 27.94 +3.1 +20.2/C +10.0/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2050Fd TN 66,801 46.71 +3.2 +21.0/C +10.2/B NL
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl CI 97,453 9.60 +0.8 +5.1/C +0.7/C NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl FB 73,196 32.22 +4.5 +14.0/C +6.5/D NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv FB 189,637 19.26 +4.5 +14.0/C +6.4/D NL
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl LB 361,738 123.83 +2.9 +28.9/C +14.4/C NL
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl MA 96,232 74.18 +1.9 +17.9/B +9.2/A NL

                                                      Total Assets                 Total Return/Rank         Pct
Name                                        Obj    ($Mlns)    NAV      4-wk     12-mo     5-year    Load

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government, 
IB -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate 
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World 
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same 
objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar. 
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Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. lf = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock 
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy 
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = 
Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants. 
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred 
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA 
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x  = fund 
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.

StockS oF local IntereSt
                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

AFLAC 2.00 82.11 +1.68 +2.1 -.5
AT&T Inc 1.11 17.20 +.22 +1.3 +2.5
AMD 1.60 207.39 +4.75 +2.3 +40.7
AirshipAI n ... 6.80 +5.31 +356.4 +300.0
Alphabt A ... 135.41 -1.73 -1.3 -3.1
Amazon ... 175.35 -2.87 -1.6 +15.4
AmAirlines .40 14.68 -.98 -6.3 +6.8
AEP 3.52 83.84 -1.15 -1.4 +3.2
Apple Inc s .96 170.73 -8.93 -5.0 -11.3
ApldMatl 1.28 205.56 -4.69 -2.2 +26.8
BP PLC 1.74 36.41 +.77 +2.2 +2.9
BkofAm .96 35.60 +1.25 +3.6 +5.7
BrMySq 2.40 53.79 +2.90 +5.7 +4.8
CampSp 1.48 42.25 -.62 -1.4 -2.3
Canoo rs ... 2.13 -.29 -11.8 -64.0
Caterpillar 5.20 339.19 +2.49 +0.7 +14.7
Chevron 6.52 149.88 -2.93 -1.9 +.5
Cisco 1.60 49.50 +1.10 +2.3 -2.0
Citigroup 2.12 57.51 +1.91 +3.4 +11.8
CleanSp ... 20.24 +2.38 +13.3 +83.5
CocaCola 1.84 59.52 -.01 ... +1.0
DxSOXBr ... 3.18 -.14 -4.2 -45.4
DxSOXBl ... 48.95 +.62 +1.3 +55.9
Disney .30 110.32 -1.63 -1.5 +22.2
Eaton 2.92 297.49 +4.73 +1.6 +23.5
EliLilly 5.20 762.14 -19.98 -2.6 +30.7
ExxonMbl 3.80 108.38 +2.54 +2.4 +8.4
FordM .60 12.18 -.27 -2.2 -.1
FrankElec .90 101.82 -2.11 -2.0 +5.3
FrptMcM .30 39.85 +1.92 +5.1 -6.4
GenElec .32 167.96 +9.31 +5.9 +31.6
HP Inc 1.02 30.74 +1.33 +4.5 +2.2
HP Ent .52 17.99 +2.43 +15.6 +5.9
HomeDp 9.00 373.35 -8.85 -2.3 +7.7
iShChinaLC .87 23.47 -.45 -1.9 -2.3
iShEMkts .59 40.82 +.34 +0.8 +1.5
Intel .50 44.00 +.18 +0.4 -12.4
IBM 6.64 195.95 +7.75 +4.1 +19.8

Inv QQQ 1.16 439.02 -6.59 -1.5 +7.2
JaguaH ... .08 -.01 -7.9 -45.7
Kroger 1.16 55.97 +6.81 +13.9 +22.4
LincNat 1.80 27.07 -.63 -2.3 +.4
Lowes 4.40 241.95 -2.74 -1.1 +8.7
MarathDig ... 23.48 -3.52 -13.0 ...
McDnlds 6.68 292.55 +1.82 +0.6 -1.3
Microsoft 3.00 406.22 -9.28 -2.2 +8.0
NL Inds .32 5.68 +.61 +12.0 +1.2
NY CmtyB .20 3.42 -.13 -3.7 -66.6
NiSource 1.06 27.01 +.88 +3.4 +1.7
Nikola ... .67 -.06 -8.5 -23.4
NorflkSo 5.40 259.54 +2.05 +0.8 +9.8
Nucor 2.16 185.82 -4.88 -2.6 +6.8
Nvidia .16 875.28 +52.53 +6.4 +76.7
OceanBio A ... 5.56 +3.56 +178.0 +742.4
Palantir ... 26.04 +1.11 +4.5 +51.7
PepsiCo 5.06 163.05 -1.54 -0.9 -4.0
Pfizer 1.68 27.22 +.63 +2.4 -5.5
PlugPowr h ... 4.02 +.13 +3.3 -10.7
PrUltPQ ... 60.06 -3.07 -4.9 +18.5
PShtQQQ ... 10.96 +.47 +4.5 -18.5
RiviaAu A ... 12.78 +1.43 +12.6 -45.5
SpdrDJIA 3.98 387.99 -3.32 -0.8 +3.0
S&P500ETF 4.13 511.72 -1.13 -0.2 +7.7
SnapInc A ... 12.39 +1.14 +10.1 -26.8
SoFiTech ... 7.71 -1.28 -14.2 -22.5
SPDR Fncl .46 40.62 +.33 +0.8 +8.0
StlDynam 1.84 131.48 -2.23 -1.7 +11.3
SummW ... .03 -.01 -22.5 -73.5
SunshBio ... .06 +.00 +5.5 -78.7
Tellurian ... .87 +.10 +12.8 +14.4
Tesla ... 175.34 -27.30 -13.5 -29.4
VerizonCm 2.66 39.51 -.69 -1.7 +4.8
WalMart s .83 60.12 +1.36 +2.3 ...
WalgBoots 1.00 21.16 -.33 -1.5 -19.0
WsteMInc 3.00 207.75 +1.96 +1.0 +16.0
WellsFargo 1.40 57.07 +2.01 +3.7 +15.9

Money rateS

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries
 1-year
 2-year
 5-year
 10-year
 30-year

 8.50 8.50
 6.00 6.00
 5.33 5.33

 4.92 4.93
 4.48 4.51
 4.06 4.07
 4.08 4.09
 4.26 4.25

                                     Last    Pvs Day
currencIeS

Australia 1.5094 1.5105
Britain 1.2857 1.2805
Canada 1.3485 1.3457
Euro .9139 .9135
Japan 147.06 148.02
Mexico 16.8081 16.8657
Switzerlnd .8773 .8773

                                   Last        Pvs Day

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All 
others show dollar in foreign currency. 

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
NY CmtyB 5373970 3.42 -.13
Palantir 5214507 26.04 +1.11
Pfizer 3520300 27.22 +.63
FordM 2768520 12.18 -.27
BkofAm 2305664 35.60 +1.25
HP Ent 1893046 17.99 +2.43
SnapInc A 1805679 12.39 +1.14
AT&T Inc 1717564 17.20 +.22
Nu Hldg 1705466 11.07 -.20
Petrobras 1663447 14.78 -1.90

nySe actIveS ($1 or More)nySe GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
SonSenL 18.79 +7.02 +59.6
NuScale 5.49 +2.04 +59.1
NaviosM 44.30 +9.95 +29.0
OrionGpHl 8.47 +1.80 +27.0
Chemours 25.84 +5.06 +24.4
DaqoNEn 28.05 +5.16 +22.5
HippoHl 17.91 +3.23 +22.0
Paymnus 19.21 +3.39 +21.4
GatosSilv 7.68 +1.29 +20.2
HarmonyG 7.14 +1.20 +20.2

nySe loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
CazooG rs 2.74 -1.86 -40.4
VictSec 18.12 -10.32 -36.3
SOS Ltd 2.27 -1.25 -35.5
Methode 14.12 -7.48 -34.6
CrwfdA 8.09 -3.93 -32.7
FootLockr 24.20 -10.40 -30.1
CrwfdB 8.00 -3.31 -29.3
SunnovEn 5.35 -1.89 -26.1
SpiritAir 4.85 -1.61 -24.9
UtdNtrlF 11.76 -3.62 -23.5

Stock exchanGe hIGhlIGhtS

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
Tesla 5480072 175.34 -27.30
SoFiTech 5129805 7.71 -1.28
MarathDig 4383767 23.48 -3.52
AMD 4270102 207.39 +4.75
Canoo rs 4212583 2.13 -.29
Apple Inc s 3924708 170.73 -8.93
RiviaAu A 3702611 12.78 +1.43
Nvidia 3437555 875.28 +52.53
AirshipAI n 2968169 6.80 +5.31
Intel 2800921 44.00 +.18

naSdaq actIveS ($1 or More)naSdaq GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
AirshipAI n 6.80 +5.31 +356.4
AptormG 6.88 +5.28 +328.7
BoneBio wt 19.58 +13.47 +220.5
TrxadeGr rs 25.53 +16.35 +178.1
OceanBio A 5.56 +3.56 +178.0
NKGenBio n 2.18 +1.33 +156.8
NwHorAir A 2.85 +1.70 +147.8
Energm A 8.12 +4.62 +132.0
Solowin n 28.05 +15.52 +123.9
Immuron 3.80 +2.08 +120.9

naSdaq loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Amylyx 3.36 -15.35 -82.0
MicCloud rs 5.42 -3.60 -39.9
AdialPh rs 2.06 -1.20 -36.8
CSP Inc 35.76 -20.14 -36.0
SemlerSci 30.62 -16.87 -35.5
NaturWood n 11.24 -5.75 -33.8
VivaniMed 2.05 -1.04 -33.7
Sidus A rs 4.14 -2.02 -32.8
ChXiang rs 3.92 -1.81 -31.6
RgncllBio 4.50 -2.04 -31.2

4,000

4,200

4,400

4,600

4,800

5,000
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FRI
Close: 5,123.69

1-week change: -13.39 (-0.3%)

S&P 500
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BASKETBALL
High School
Boys’ Basketball 

Regional Schedule
4A

East Chicago Central vs. Misha-
waka

Fort Wayne North Side vs. Fort 
Wayne Wayne

Kokomo vs. Fishers
New Palestine vs. Ben Davis
Franklin Community vs. Center 

Grove
Avon vs. Lawrence North
Jeffersonville vs. Evansville Har-

rison
3A

Peru vs. West Lafayette
Glenn vs. Suth Bend St. Joseph
Delta vs. Fort Wayne Concordia 

Lutheran
Batesville vs. scottsburg
Northview vs. Danville
Guerin Catholic vs. Indianapolis 

George Washington
Southridge vs. Evansville Bosse

2A
North Judson-San Pierre vs. 21st 

Century — Gary
Wapahani vs. Tipton
Wabash vs. Westview
Fort Wayne Blackhawk Christian 

vs. Lafayette Central Catholic
Switzerland County vs. Forest 

Park
Irvington Prep vs. Park Tudor
Sullivan vs. Brownstown Central
Parke Heritage vs. Northeastern

1A
Marquette Catholic vs. DeMotte 

Christian
Seton Catholic vs. Libery Chris-

tian
Tri-County vs. Elkhart Christian
Fort Wayne Canterbury vs. North 

Vermillion
Bethesda Christian vs. Clay City
Oldenburg Academy vs. Green-

wood Christian
Christian Academy of Indiana vs. 

Barr-Reeve
Trinity Lutheran vs. Evansville 

Christian

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Friday, Mar. 8
EAST

N. Illinois 78, Buffalo 68
SOUTH

ETSU 98, VMI 66
Hampton 56, Elon 55
High Point 77, Radford 63
Longwood 69, Winthrop 56
Mercer 84, The Citadel 76
UNC-Asheville 60, Charleston 

Southern 55
William & Mary 79, NC A&T 62

MIDWEST
Bowling Green 80, Ball St. 70
Cent. Michigan 65, E. Michigan 

62, OT
Dayton 91, VCU 86, OT
Drake 79, Evansville 58
Indiana St. 75, Missouri St. 59
N. Iowa 67, Belmont 62
Ohio 72, Miami (Ohio) 59
Oral Roberts 77, South Dakota 62
UALR 82, W. Illinois 57
W. Michigan 90, Akron 84

Women’s Basketball Scores
Friday, Mar. 8

EAST
Albany (NY) 57, NJIT 42
Binghamton 56, Bryant 51
Florida St. 78, Syracuse 65
Georgetown 62, Xavier 40
Maine 49, Mass.-Lowell 43
Marshall 116, Appalachian St. 74
Rhode Island 57, Saint Joseph’s 

47
Seton Hall 71, DePaul 64
Vermont 54, UMBC 41

SOUTH
Austin Peay 73, Kennesaw St. 60
Chattanooga 66, Mercer 55
Duquesne 63, George Mason 62
Jacksonville 79, Bellarmine 62
James Madison 77, Southern 

Miss. 49
LSU 78, Auburn 48
NC State 54, Duke 51
Old Dominion 67, Louisiana-

Monroe 64
Richmond 70, Loyola Chicago 54
Saint Louis 65, VCU 63
South Carolina 79, Texas A&M 68
Tennessee 83, Alabama 61
UNC-Greensboro 72, Wofford 62
Virginia Tech 55, Miami 47

MIDWEST
Iowa 95, Penn St. 62
Kansas 77, BYU 53
Maryland 82, Ohio St. 61
Nebraska 73, Michigan St. 61
Notre Dame 77, Louisville 68
Omaha 61, UMKC 55
Providence 75, Butler 60
S. Indiana 69, E. Illinois 54

SOUTHWEST
Baylor 71, Texas Tech 60
TCU 68, Oklahoma St. 66
UT Martin 54, UALR 48

FAR WEST
Loyola Marymount 78, Saint 

Mary’s (Cal) 62
Pacific 72, San Diego 66
Stanford 66, Oregon St. 57

NBA
Thursday’s Games

Detroit 118, Brooklyn 112
Minnesota 113, Indiana 111
Dallas 114, Miami 108
Phoenix 120, Toronto 113
Sacramento 131, San Antonio 129
Chicago 125, Golden State 122
Denver 115, Boston 109

Friday’s Games
Washington 112, Charlotte 100
New Orleans 103, Philadelphia 95
New York 98, Orlando 74
Atlanta 99, Memphis 92
Cleveland 113, Minnesota 104, OT
Oklahoma City 107, Miami 100
Houston at Portland, 10 p.m.
Milwaukee at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Chicago at L.A. Clippers, 4 p.m.
Brooklyn at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Boston at Phoenix, 8:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Golden State, 8:30 

p.m.
Utah at Denver, 9 p.m.
Toronto at Portland, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

Thursday’s Games
Philadelphia 2, Florida 1
Columbus 4, Edmonton 2
Washington 6, Pittsburgh 0
New Jersey 4, St. Louis 1
Calgary 6, Tampa Bay 3
Carolina 4, Montreal 1
Boston 4, Toronto 1
Nashville 4, Buffalo 2
Minnesota 5, Arizona 2
Vancouver 3, Vegas 1
N.Y. Islanders 7, San Jose 2
Los Angeles 4, Ottawa 3, OT

Friday’s Games
Detroit at Arizona, 9 p.m.
Minnesota at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Dallas at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Winnipeg at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Carolina at New Jersey, 12:30 p.m.
Edmonton at Buffalo, 12:30 p.m.
Nashville at Columbus, 12:30 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Boston, 3 p.m.
Calgary at Florida, 4 p.m.
Chicago at Washington, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at San Jose, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Montreal, 7 p.m.
St. Louis at N.Y. Rangers, 7:30 p.m.
Detroit at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Winnipeg at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Dallas at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Edmonton at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Nashville at Minnesota, 3:30 p.m.
Calgary at Carolina, 5 p.m.
Arizona at Chicago, 6 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Anaheim, 8 p.m.

Monday’s Games
New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
St. Louis at Boston, 7 p.m.
Washington at Winnipeg, 7:30 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Los Angeles, 10:30 

p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

Thursday’s Games
Tampa Bay 3, Philadelphia 2
Atlanta 3, Boston 2
Houston 6, St. Louis 3
Milwaukee 8, Chicago White Sox 2
Texas 7, Arizona 5
Oakland vs Cleveland at Mesa, 

Ariz., canc.
Seattle 5, L.A. Angels 0
Colorado vs Kansas City at Scott-

sdale, Ariz., canc.
Toronto 5, Detroit (ss) 4
N.Y. Mets 3, Washington 1
Detroit (ss) 11, N.Y. Yankees 5
Chicago Cubs 2, Cincinnati 2
San Francisco vs L.A. Dodgers at 

Scottsdale, Ariz., canc.
Friday’s Games

Philadelphia 6, Houston 3
Pittsburgh (ss) 6, Minnesota 3
Pittsburgh (ss) 6, Atlanta 6
Toronto 2, N.Y. Yankees 1
Kansas City 4, Texas 2
Chicago Cubs (ss) 9, Seattle 5
Cleveland 2, Chicago White Sox 1
Milwaukee (ss) 7, Oakland (ss) 4, 

1st game
L.A. Angels 8, Colorado 7
Arizona 7, Chicago Cubs (ss) 5
Baltimore 4, Detroit 3
St. Louis 7, Washington 6
N.Y. Mets 3, Miami 1
L.A. Dodgers vs Cincinnati at 

Phoenix, 8:05 p.m.
San Diego vs San Francisco at 

Peoria, Ariz., canc.
Oakland (ss) vs Milwaukee (ss) at 

Las Vegas, 9:05 p.m., 2nd game
Saturday’s Games

Houston vs Washington (ss) at 
West Palm Beach, Fla., 12:05 p.m.

Atlanta vs Baltimore at North Port, 
Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Detroit vs Pittsburgh at Lakeland, 
Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Minnesota vs N.Y. Yankees at Fort 
Myers, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Philadelphia vs Toronto at Clear-
water, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

St. Louis vs N.Y. Mets at Jupiter, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Cleveland vs L.A. Angels at Good-

year, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
Kansas City vs Arizona (ss) at 

Surprise, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers vs Texas at Phoenix, 

3:05 p.m.
Oakland (ss) vs Milwaukee (ss) at 

Las Vegas, 3:05 p.m.
San Francisco vs Oakland (ss) at 

Scottsdale, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs vs Colorado at 

Mesa, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
Milwaukee (ss) vs Seattle at Phoe-

nix, 3:10 p.m.
San Diego vs Chicago White Sox 

at Peoria, Ariz., 3:10 p.m.
Arizona (ss) vs Cincinnati at Scott-

sdale, Ariz., 3:10 p.m.
Tampa Bay vs Boston at Santo 

Domingo, Dominican Republic, 5:05 
p.m.

Washington (ss) vs Miami at West 
Palm Beach, Fla., 6:05 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Baltimore (ss) vs Toronto (ss) at 

Sarasota, Fla., 1:05 p.m., 1st game
Boston vs Tampa Bay at Santo 

Domingo, Dominican Republic, 1:05 
p.m.

Houston vs Miami (ss) at West 
Palm Beach, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Minnesota vs Washington at Fort 
Myers, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees vs Atlanta at Tampa, 
Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Pittsburgh vs Philadelphia at Bra-
denton, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Toronto (ss) vs Baltimore (ss) at 
Dunedin, Fla., 1:07 p.m., 2nd game

N.Y. Mets vs Detroit at Port St 
Lucie, Fla., 1:10 p.m.

Miami (ss) vs St. Louis at Jupiter, 
Fla., 1:10 p.m.

Cincinnati vs Cleveland at Good-
year, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

Oakland vs Kansas City at Mesa, 
Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

San Francisco (ss) vs Chicago 
White Sox at Scottsdale, Ariz., 4:05 
p.m.

Texas vs Chicago Cubs at Sur-
prise, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers vs Arizona at Phoe-
nix, 4:05 p.m.

L.A. Angels vs San Diego at Tem-
pe, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Seattle vs San Francisco (ss) at 
Peoria, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

Colorado vs Milwaukee at Scotts-
dale, Ariz., 4:10 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Friday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

MLB — Suspended Cincinnati INF 
Noelvi Marte 80 games without pay 
for testing positive for a performance 
enhancing substance in violation of 
MLB’s joint drug prevention and treat-
ment program.

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Optioned 

RHP Seth Johnson to the minor 
league camp. Reassigned C Silas 
Ardoin, RHPs Justin Armbruester, 
Garrett Stallings and Nathan Webb 
and LHP Ronald Guzman to the minor 
league camp.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — 
Optioned RHP Davis Martin, LHP 
Sammy Peralta, OF Oscar Colas 
and SS Jose Rodriguez outright to 
Charlotte (IL). Optioned RHP Josimar 
Cousin and LHP Jake Eder outright 
to Birmingham (SL). Reassigned 
LHPs Ky Bush and Fraser Ellard, Cs 
Adam Hackenberg and Edgar Quero 
and RHP Lane Ramsey to the minor 
league camp.

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — 
Optioned OF George Valera and RHP 
Daniel Espino to Columbus (IL).

DETROIT TIGERS — Optioned 
RHP Brendan White outright to Toledo 
(IL). Reassigned RHPs Garrett Hill, 
Jackson Jobe and Ty Madden, LHP 
Brant Hurter and C Eliezer Alfonzo to 
the minor league camp.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — 
Optioned RHP Jack Kochanowicz to 
Salt Lake (PCL).

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Reas-
signed RHPs Andrew Bash, T.J. 
Brock, Chad Dallas, Devereaux Har-
rison and Ryan Jennings, Cs Zach 
Britton and Andres Sosa, LHP Jimmy 
Burnette, INF Damiano Palmegiani 
and OF Alan Roden to the minor 
league camp. Optioned LHP Adam 
Macko to Buffalo (IL).

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — Optioned OF 

Brennen Davis and SS Luis Vazquez 
to Iowa and RHP Porter Hodge to Ten-
nessee (SL).

CINCINNATI REDS — Optioned 
OFs Rece Hinds and Jacob Hurtubise, 
RHPs Carson Spiers, Casey Legu-
mina and Christian Roa outright to 
Louisville (IL).

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — 
Optioned RHP Mike Burrows outright 
to Indianapolis (IL) . Reassigned 
RHPs Connor Sadzeck and Sean Sul-
livan to the minor league camp.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — 
Optioned RHP Adam Kloffenstein to 
Memphis (IL). Reassigned LHP Coo-
per Hjerpe to the minor league camp.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CHICAGO BEARS — Re-signed LS 
Patrick Scales to a one-year contract. 
Signed DB Tarvarius Moore. Agreed 
to terms with WR Collin Johnson on a 
renegotiated contract extension.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Agreed 
to terms with LT Jedrick Wills Jr. on a 
restructured contract.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — 
Released CB Patrick Peterson and 
WR Allen Robinson. Signed DT Bre-
iden Fehoko.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ARIZONA COYOTES — Returned 
D Patrik Koch and F Dylan Guenther 
to Tucson (AHL) on loan. Acquired a 
2024 sixth-round pick from Nashville 
in exchange for F Jason Zucker. 
Acquired a 2027 fifth-round pick from 
Tampa Bay in exchange for D Matt 
Dumba and a 2025 seventh-round 
pick.

BOSTON BRUINS — Returned C 
Marc McLaughlin to Providence (AHL) 
on loan. Signed D Parker Wotherso-
poon to a one-year contract extension.

CAROLINA HURRICANES — 
Acquired Evgeny Kuznetsov from 
Washington in exchange for a 2025 
third-round pick.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — 
Assigned Ds Louis Crevier and Isaak 
Phillips to Rockford (AHL).

COLORADO AVALANCHE — 
Acquired a 2024 fifth-round pick from 
Anaheim in exchange for F Ben Mey-
ers. Reinstated RW Valeri Nichushkin 
from personal leave.

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS 
— Assigned G Malcolm Subban, 
acquired via trade with St. Louis in 
exchange for future considerations, to 
Cleveland (AHL). Assigned D Jakub 
Zboril, acquired via trade from Boston 
in exchange for D Andrew Peeke and 
a 2027 third-round pick, to Cleveland. 
Traded C Jack Roslovic to New York 
Rangers in exchange for a conditional 
2026 fourth-round pick. Recalled F 
Trey Fix-Wolansky from Cleveland 
(AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Assigned 
D Radim Simek to Grand Rapids 
(AHL).

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Acquired 
RW Kyle Okposo from Buffalo in 
exchange for D Calle Sjalin and a 
2024 seventh-round pick. Sjalin was 
assigned to Rochester (AHL). Loaned 
G Evan Cormier to Charlotte. Acquired 
D Tobial Bjornfot off waivers from 
Vegas. Assigned D Zach Uens to Flor

MINNESOTA WILD — Acquired F 
Turner Elson from New York Rangers 
in exchange for F Nic Petan. Elson 
was assigned to Iowa (AHL). Acquired 
Luke Toporowski, who will report to 
Iowa (AHL) and a conditional 2026 six-
round pick from Boston in exchange 
for LW Pat Maroon. Returned LWs 
Adam Beckman and Jake Lucchini 
to Iowa. Acquired C Dmitry Ovchin-
nikov and a 2026 fourth-round pick 
from Toronto in exchange for C Con-
nor Dewar. Ovchinnikov will play for 
Toronto (AHL).

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — 
Acquired F Wade Allison from 
Philadelphia in exchange for F Denis 
Gurianov. Signed D Dante Fabbro to a 
one-year contract. Signed G Gustavs 
Grigals to a one-year, two-way con-
tract. Signed F Mark Jankowski to a 
two-year contract.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Acquired 
G Jake Allen from Montreal in exchange 
for a conditional 2025 third-round pick. 
Acquired a 2026 fourth-round pick from 
Winnipeg in exchange for D Colin Miller. 
Acquired G Kaapo Kahkonen from San 
Jose in exchange for G Vitek Vanecek 
and a 2025 seventh-round pick. Reas-
signed G Akira Schmid to Utica (AHL).

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS — 
Acquired D Erik Johnson from Buffalo 
in exchange for a 2024 fourth-round 
pick in the.

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — 
Recalled D Ty Smith from Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton (AHL). Loaned Valtteri RW 
Puustinen, C Jonathan Gruden and 
LW Joona Koppanen to Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton. Traded G Magnus Hellberg 
to Florida for G Ludovic Waeber and a 
conditional 2025 pick.

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Acquired LW 
Klim Kostin from Detroit in exchange for 
D Radim Simek and a 2024 seventh-
round pick. Assigned C Thomas Bor-
deleau to San Jose (AHL). Traded C 
Tomas Hertl, a 2025 third-round pick 
and a 2027 third-round pick to Vegas for 
C David Edstrom and a 2025 first-round 
pick. Traded D Nikita Okhotiuk to Cal-
gary for a 2024 fifth-round pick.

SEATTLE KRAKEN — Signed RW 
Jordan Eberle to a two-year contract 
extension. Recalled D Cale Fleury from 
Coachella Valley (AHL). Assigned D 
Ryker Evans to Coachella Valley.

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Reas-
signed Ds Max Crozier and Emil Lille-
berg to Syracuse (AHL).

VANCOUVER CANUCKS — 
Returned LW Vasily Podkolzin to 
Abbotsford (AHL) on loan.

WINNIPEG JETS — Acquired 
RW Tyler Toffoli from New Jersey in 
exchange for a 2025 second-round pick 
and a 2024 third-round pick.

News-Banner Scoreboard

Tiger Woods to skip the Players 
Championship as the Masters nears
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Good friend insists on 
reciprocating gifts

Dear Annie: I have a longtime friend 
who has serious trouble with gifts. It 
is very difficult to give her anything 
because she insists on “evening the 
score” by responding with a gift back 
to the giver. For instance, we comfort-
ably exchanged token holiday gifts at 
my place, but my husband learned she 
liked a certain special candy we had on 
hand, so he gave her a box. She tried to 
turn down this gift and even checked 
on her phone to see what it had cost. 

Two days later, she showed up at 
our condo with a beautiful but unex-
pected handmade item she had just cre-
ated for us (she is a very talented craft-
er). She also will always slip me a $20 
bill whenever I drive us to an event to 
which we are going anyway and that’s 
25 minutes away. If I say “thanks, but 
no need,” she will hide it in my purse 
or tuck it somewhere I will discover 
later. 

This makes me very uncomfortable 
as it seems she can’t accept a present 
of any kind if she feels she is beholden. 
I have thanked her and told her this is 
unnecessary (especially the gas money, 
as I have an electric car!), but this is a 
real issue with her that is getting worse. 
By the way, she is like this with every-
one and showers her family with items 
although they have asked her to stop. 
I’m beginning to not want to go places 
with her, and any casual gift-giving is 
fraught with anxiety. Any suggestions? 
— Awkward in Florida

Dear Awkward: Your friend’s ada-
mant reciprocation seems unneces-
sary and, indeed, awkward, but I have 
to imagine it’s coming from a heartfelt 
and genuine place. 

The next time you find yourself in 
one of these gift-giving dances with 
her, try having a serious one-on-one 
talk about how it makes you feel. 
Maybe she just needs a reminder that 
real, meaningful relationships aren’t 
transactional. It might be better for 

your friendship 
if you two start 
showing your 
love for each 
other in nonma-
terial ways.

Dear Annie: 
I am a survivor 
of some rather 
extreme physical 
and sexual abuse. 
Most people do 
not know this about me because it’s 
obviously not the kind of thing you tell 
many people. My issue is this: I don’t 
like to be touched and especially do 
not like to be hugged. It’s different if 
it’s my kids or my husband, but I really 
don’t like other people hugging me. 
I’ve had to just sort of deal with it so 
people don’t think I’m rude, cold or 
just don’t like them.

What’s the best way to navigate 
unwanted touching? I’ve considered 
a hazmat suit... Any advice would be 
helpful! — Hates Hugs

Dear Hates Hugs: Firmly and con-
fidently communicate your boundar-
ies. It shouldn’t matter why you don’t 
want to be touched: If you say no, the 
answer is no. A wave or quick hand-
shake, if you’re open to it, should cer-
tainly suffice as a way to greet some-
one or leave a social setting. 

At the end of the day, your true 
friends will respect your wishes and 
your space, no questions asked. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

Prayer is a privilege 
given to the child of God
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Swan's 
Place 

Let's Take 
It Outside 

A Fishing 
Story 

Life's 
Highway 

Living the 
Dream 

Divine Life Sue Thomas F.B.Eye 
"The Fraternity" 

Founda-
tion 

Pacific Garden Mission CURE America BillyGr-
aham.TV 

The Listen 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
(4:00) Basketball 
Kentucky at Tennessee 

WANE 15 
News (N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy! Tracker "Mt. Shasta" CSI: Vegas "Eyeballs" 48 Hours (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) IN 
Focus (N) 

(:05) The Equalizer 
"Lifeline" 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Law & Order: SVU 
"Perverted Justice" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Parents' Nightmare" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Surrendering Noah" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Devil's Dissections" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Criminal Pathology" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Transgender Bridge" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Institutional Fail" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Community Policing" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
(3:00) NHL Hockey TBA ABC World 

News (N) 
To Be Announced NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball Boston Celtics at Phoenix Suns From Footprint 

Center in Phoenix. (L) (N) 
ABC21 (N) Investig-

ateTV 
Seinfeld Modern 

Family 
NBC 

WPTA-2 
(21.2) 7 8  14 

(2:30) PGA Tour Golf News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

The Wall "Bria and 
Matt" 

Weakest Link "I 
Appreciate the Petty" 

Saturday Night Live News (N) Saturday Night Live Josh Brolin; 
Ariana Grande (L) (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
World Chase Tag Chicago Fire "The 

White Whale" 
Chicago Fire "I'm Not 
Leaving You" 

9-1-1 "Starting Over" The Rookie "Crash 
Course" 

Major Crimes "Long 
Shot" 

Murdoch Mysteries
"Rawhide Ralph" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Closure" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
(12:30) LIV 
Golf 

College Basketball Boston College at Louisville
From the KFC Yum! Center in Louisville, Ky. (L) (N) 

(:45) College Basketball NC State at Pittsburgh From Petersen 
Events Center in Pittsburgh. (L) (N) 

The 
Liquidator 

TMZ (N) The Good Doctor Bloodline 
Detectives 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Finance for the People With Paco 
de Leon 

Johnny Mathis: Wonderful,
Wonderful! 

American Pop Flashback! Great 
Hits of the '60s & '70s 

Marcus King: Live in Nashville Austin City Limits <++ At War With the 
Army (‘50) Dean Martin. 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Ken Burns: The National Parks Memory Makeover With Daniel 

Amen, MD 
<+++ The Rolling Stones Rock 
and Roll Circus (‘68) Mick Jagger. 

The Keto Diet With Dr. Josh Axe You, Happier With Daniel Amen, 
MD 

Beyond 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
College Basketball Marquette at Xavier From 
Cintas Center in Cincinnati. (L) (N) 

FOX College Hoops
Tip-Off (L) (N) 

Basketball Connecticut at Providence From Amica 
Mutual Pavilion in Providence, R.I. (L) (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

The Floor "The 
Professor" 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < Secrets of a 
Marine's Wife 

< A Rose for Her Grave: The Randy Roth Story
(‘23) Colin Egglesfield, Chrishell Stause. 

< Hunting Housewives (2024, Thriller) NeNe 
Leakes, Kym Johnson Herjavec, Denise Richards. (P)

(:05) < Single Black Female 2: Simone's 
Revenge (‘24) Raven Goodwin, Amber Riley. 

< Hunting Housewives 
(‘24) Denise Richards. 

FX  24 132 136 148 <++++ Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back (‘80) Mark Hamill. <+++ Star Wars: Return of the Jedi (‘83) Harrison Ford, Mark Hamill. <+++ Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:30) <+++ The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (2013, Sci-Fi)
Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

<+++ The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 1 (2014, Sci-Fi)
Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

<+++ The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 2 (2015, Sci-Fi) Josh 
Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
< Movie <+++ Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy (2004, 

Comedy) Christina Applegate, Paul Rudd, Will Ferrell. 
<++ Old School (2003, Comedy) Will Ferrell,
Vince Vaughn, Luke Wilson. 

< Anchorman: Legend 
of Ron Burgundy 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(4:00) Basketball Kansas 
at Houston (L) (N) 

GameDay 
(L) (N) 

College Basketball North Carolina at Duke From 
Cameron Indoor Stadium in Durham, N.C. (L) (N) 

UFC 299: O'Malley vs. Vera 2 -
Prelims (N) 

College Basketball Arizona at USC From Galen 
Center in Los Angeles. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 (4:00) Basketball College Basketball Baylor at Texas Tech (L) (N) College Basketball College Basketball Basketball Basketball 

FSMW  33  418 671 
(4:00) Rodeo Golf Life SportsM-

oney 
Pregame
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at New York Rangers From Madison 
Square Garden in New York. (L) (N) 

Blues Post.
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at New York Rangers
From Madison Square Garden in New York. 

Life
Missouri 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(:05) <+++ Creed (2015, Drama) Sylvester Stallone, Tessa Thompson,
Michael B. Jordan. 

<++ Criminal (2016, Action) Gal Gadot, Gary Oldman, Kevin 
Costner. (P) 

<+++ Creed (2015, Drama) Sylvester Stallone, Tessa 
Thompson, Michael B. Jordan. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Naked and Afraid 
"Don't Cave In" 

Naked and Afraid One survivalist must cope with 
menstruation in the middle of the African bush. 

Naked and Afraid Scarce food resources and 
torrential tropical storms take a quick toll. 

Naked and Afraid
"Fallen Farmer" 

Naked and Afraid
"Haunted and Hungry" 

Afraid "Colombian Cave 
Women" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Love "Tres Is a Crowd" Love "Amor Song" Love "Francais Kiss" 90 Day Fiancé "You May Now Kiss the Bride" 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
UnXplained "Secrets of 
Abandoned Places" 

UnXplained "Mysterious 
Ancient Ruins" 

The UnXplained
"Curses Unleashed" 

The UnXplained "Acts 
of God" 

The UnXplained "What 
Lies Below?" 

The UnXplained "The 
Mystery of Genius" 

(:05) The UnXplained The UnXplained "Acts 
of God" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Killer Contact" The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "Deadly Rap" The First 48 The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < My Secret 
Valentine 

< Hearts in the Game (2023, Romance) Marco 
Grazzini, Donia Kash, Erin Cahill. 

< Come Fly With Me (2023, Romance) Niall 
Matter, Pietra Castro, Heather Hemmens. 

< Summer Villa (2016, Romance) Victor Webster,
Emorphia Margaritis, Hilarie Burton Morgan. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:20) <+++ Annihilation (2018, Sci-Fi) Jennifer 
Jason Leigh, Gina Rodriguez, Natalie Portman. 

(:55) <++ Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides (2011, Adventure)
Penélope Cruz, Ian McShane, Johnny Depp. 

<++ Mechanic: Resurrection (2016, Action)
Jessica Alba, Tommy Lee Jones, Jason Statham. 

<+ Scary Movie 5 (‘13) 
Ashley Tisdale. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Jokers <+++ Ant-Man and The Wasp (‘18) Paul Rudd. Sheldon 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
<++ The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies (2014, Fantasy) Martin 
Freeman, Richard Armitage, Ian McKellen. 

Collision Exciting matches, stories and action 
featuring the world-class All Elite Wrestling roster. 

<++ The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies (2014, Fantasy) Martin 
Freeman, Richard Armitage, Ian McKellen. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+++ Ghostbusters (1984, Comedy) Dan Aykroyd, Harold 
Ramis, Bill Murray. 

<++ Ghostbusters II (1989, Comedy) Dan Aykroyd, Sigourney 
Weaver, Bill Murray. 

<++ Ghostbusters (2016, Comedy) Kristen Wiig, Leslie Jones, Melissa 
McCarthy. (P) 

COM  47  107 249 <+ Blended (‘14) Drew Barrymore, Joel McHale, Adam Sandler. <+++ The Wedding Singer (‘98) Adam Sandler. <+ Blended (‘14) Drew Barrymore, Joel McHale, Adam Sandler. South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) NASCAR Call 811.com Every Dig. Every Time. 
200 From Phoenix Raceway in Avondale, Ariz. (N) 

NHRA Drag Racing Top Fuel NHRA 
All-Star Callout (L) (N) 

College Basketball DePaul at Seton Hall From 
Prudential Center in Newark, N.J. (L) (N) 

Hoops (L)
(N) 

College Basketball Arizona State at UCLA From 
Pauley Pavilion in Los Angeles. (L) (N) 

WGN  53   307 Blue Bloods Blue Bloods NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Guilty Pleasure" NCIS "Moonlighting" NCIS "Obsession" NCIS "Borderland" NCIS "Patriot Down" NCIS "Rule Fifty-One" NCIS NCIS "Worst Nightmare" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck
NICK  68  170 299 (4:00) < Hotel Transylva... <++ Trolls World Tour (‘20) Anna Kendrick. < The Thundermans Return Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 (3:00) Big City (L) (N) Marvel's Moon Girl Monsters Monsters Big City Big City Shorts Hailey Hailey Hailey Marvel's Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(:20) <++++ Beauty and the Beast (1991, Animated) Voices 
of Robby Benson, Richard White, Paige O'Hara. 

(:25) <+++ Encanto (‘21, Ani) Voices of María 
Cecilia Botero, Diane Guerrero, Stephanie Beatriz. 

(:35) <+++ Zootopia (2016, Animated) Voices of Jason 
Bateman, Shakira, Ginnifer Goodwin. 

(:05) <++ Pocahontas 
(‘95) Irene Bedard. 

HBO  301  300 501 
Sam Jay: Salute Me or 
Shoot Me 

(:05) <+++ The Devil Wears Prada (‘06, Com.-
Dra) Anne Hathaway, Adrian Grenier, Meryl Streep. 

<+++ Wonka (2023, Comedy) Calah Lane, Hugh 
Grant, Timothée Chalamet. (P) 

<++ Post Grad (‘09) Zach Gilford,
Rodrigo Santoro, Alexis Bledel. 

<+++ Fruitvale Station (‘13) 
Octavia Spencer, Michael B. Jordan. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(3:40) <+++ Straight 
Outta Compton 

(:05) <++ Leatherheads (2008, Romance) Renée 
Zellweger, John Krasinski, George Clooney. 

<++ Carrie (‘13) Julianne Moore, 
Judy Greer, Chloë Grace Moretz. (P) 

(:40) < Come and Find Me (2016, Thriller)
Annabelle Wallis, Garret Dillahunt, Aaron Paul. 

(:35) <++ Pathology (‘08) Michael 
Weston, Milo Ventimiglia. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(3:00) <++ 
Flyboys 

<++ Golda (‘23, Dra) Liev Schreiber,
Camille Cottin, Helen Mirren. 

(:15) <+++ Past Lives (2023, Romance) Teo Yoo,
John Magaro, Greta Lee. 

< Raging Grace (‘23) Jaeden 
Boadilla, Max Eigenmann. (P) 

(:45) <++ The Last Voyage of the Demeter (‘23, 
Hor) Aisling Franciosi, Javier Botet, Corey Hawkins. 

(:45) < Once 
Upon a Ti... 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:05) <++ Southpaw 
(‘15) Jake Gyllenhaal. 

(:10) <++ Captive State (2019, Sci-Fi) Ashton 
Sanders, Jonathan Majors, John Goodman. 

<++ In Too Deep (‘99) LL Cool J, 
Nia Long, Omar Epps. (P) 

(:40) <++ Slow Burn (‘05) LL Cool J,
Jolene Blalock, Ray Liotta. (P) 

(:15) <++ Lucky Number Slevin (2006, Thriller) 
Morgan Freeman, Ben Kingsley, Josh Hartnett. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: As a parent, 
I get weary of hearing my 
kids ask for things. Does 
the Lord get weary of His 
children repeatedly ask-
ing for something? – W.P.

Answer: The Bible 
says to persist in prayer 
and to pray about every-
thing. God does not 
always answer the way 
we think He should, or 
when we think He should. 
We should be grateful for 
this — He knows far bet-
ter than we do what is 
best! But, the Bible tells 
us to always keep on 
praying (see 1 Thessalo-
nians 5:17).

Jesus told a parable 
about a persistent widow 
who constantly begged 

a judge to act on her 
case, which he even-
tually did (see Luke 
18:1–8). One reason 

Jesus told this parable 
was to encourage us to 
pray frequently.

We cannot change 
God’s mind about some-
thing that He has already 
answered. In other words, 
God will answer a prayer 
sometimes with a no rath-
er than a yes, and some-
times with a “wait.” Are 
we willing to accept His 
will? Always pray accord-
ing to God’s will.

There are times that 
we ourselves should 
take action as well as 
pray. Often we become 
the answer to our own 
prayers. Jesus told His 
disciples to ask Him to 
send workers into His 

harvest field, and in the 
very next verse we find 
that the disciples them-
selves went to the field to 
do God’s work (see Mat-
thew 9:38; 10:1).

Prayer is made possible 
because Jesus Christ has 
opened up the way to our 
Father. Prayer is a privi-
lege given to the child 
of God. He loves us and 
does not want us to be 
anxious about anything, 
but to faithfully pray 
about everything with 
thanksgiving (Philippians 
4:6).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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Plus!Plus!

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West
Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to
prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

RENTALS
Wanted to Rent

SMALL BUILDING FOR an-
tique restoration project west
of Bluffton, south of Uniondale.
Approximately a two year
project. Access to electricity
needed. Call 386-965-3191.

Lottery Numbers

Public Notice
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 07-19-31-40-41
Cash4Life — 16-37-42-49-51, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 07-14-16-24-26-27-29-30-34-

35-38-41-51-57-64-66-72-73-74-76, BE: 38
Daily Three-Midday — 01-01-08, SB: 05
Daily Three-Evening — 02-04-01, SB: 04
Daily Four-Midday — 09-08-03-03, SB: 05
Daily Four-Evening — 05-05-05-07, SB: 04
Quick Draw Evening — 01-09-21-23-26-28-32-35-37-

38-50-51-53-55-60-66-67-68-73-79, BE: 32
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $6.1 

million
MEGA MILLIONS

19-20-22-47-58, Mega Ball: 01, Megaplier: 3X
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $521 million
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
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•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives
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Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

CERTIFICATION
State of Indiana
SS:
Wells County
I, Brian D. Imel, Trustee of UNION TOWNSHIP, Wells County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the penalty 

of perjury that the preceding report contains the information required by Indiana Code 36-6-4-13, and is, true and 
correct; that the amounts with which I am charged in this report are all of the amounts received by me; and that 
the various items of expenditures credited have been fully paid in the amounts stated; that such payments were 
made without express or implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or to 
any other person. A complete abstract that contains the statements required under Indiana Code 36-6-4-13(a)(5) 
and (a)(6) is available for inspection in the county auditor’s office.

I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers showing 
the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required by law in the office 
of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the Township Board and the State 
Board of Accounts. Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer of the township.

Brian D. Imel
UNION TOWNSHIP Trustee
Telephone: 260-273-1834
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of UNION TOWN-

SHIP at its annual meeting, this 29th day of February, 2024.
Robert L. Caley
Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this 29th 

day of February, 2024.
Union Township Board:
Robert L. Caley
Kedric Bailey
John Walmsley

nb 3/9
hspaxlp

Union Township, Wells County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023

Local 	 Local Fund	 Beg Cash			   End Cash
Fund 	 Name	 & Inv Bal			   & Inv Bal
Number		  Jan. 1, 2023	 Receipts		  Disbursements	 Dec. 31, 2023
Governmental Activities
01	 Rainy Day	 $6,223.19	 $0.00	 $0.00	 $6,223.19
06	 Levy Excess	 $185.00	 $0.00		  $0.00	 $185.00
1	 Cumulative Fire	 $41,080.63	 $16,169.70	 $0.00	 $57,250.33
101	 Township	 $50,299.58	 $27,885.21	 $20,114.73	 $58,070.06
2	 Fire Fighting	 $16,872.85	 $23,023.16	 $20,967.21	 $18,928.80
205	 Fire Equipment Debt Fund	 $4,937.78	 $27,040.08	 $27,560.46	 $4,417.40
5	 Township Assistance	 $33,276.76	 $3,619.53	 $1,191.15	 $35,705.14
	 Total All Funds	 $152,875.79	 $97,737.68	 $69,833.55	 $180,779.92

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711 
or email: careers@swissvillage.org 

EOE

Now Seeking: Full-Time Housekeeper
Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking a Full-Time, 1st Shift 
Housekeeper to work Monday-Friday with a minimal 

weekend commitment. Prior experience in housekeeping is 
preferred. Seeking candidates who are at least 18+ years of 

age. Position eligible for insurance benefits, Paid Time Off 
(PTO), and 403(b) Retirement Plan participation.

NOTICE
Notices

HAVING AN UPCOMING

event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office
at 260-824-0224 or 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN, or
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

SERVICES
Services

Services
MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-

VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and physiological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Pre-Applica-
tion can be found on our web-
site at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once pre-application is com-
pleted, details on the paper
application will be emailed to
the applicant. Return complet-
ed paper application to 1615
W Western Ave, Bluffton, Indi-
ana 46714 Attn: Chief Deputy
Randy Steele no later than
12:00 pm on March 15, 2024.

Help Wanted

Read & recycle

HELOISE HINT: If you aren’t 
happy at your current job. Think 
over what you dislike about it. 
Talk with your supervisor to see 
if there are any changes that 
can be made to resolve these 
issues. Fax Heloise @ 210-HE-
LOISE (435-6473).

Help Wanted

Pets
HELOISE HINT: Just got a new 
dog? If you’re not careful, your 
dog can get dirty quickly. How-
ever, vets say not to use regular 
shampoo. Buy shampoos that 
are specifically formulated for 
your pet’s breed. Fax Heloise 
@ 210-HELOISE (435-6473).

VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,

INC. Huge Repo Sale March
14, 2024. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

HELOISE HINT: How long 
does it take for brake fluid to 
become contaminated? Ac-
cording to the Car Care Coun-
cil, it can happen in about two 
years. Have the brake fluid 
checked regularly so it can be 
changed before it goes bad. 
Write to HELOISE@Heloise.
com.

Services

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (I)
CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throt-
tling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch.  Call 1-833-
754-0929 (I)
ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-
965-4916 (I)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. Enjoy your 
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can 
save $1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier (I) 
NEVER PAY FOR Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 FREE 
Months! 1-855-408-3894 (I)

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. WE 
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Start-
ing at $39.99/month! Quickly 
compare offers from top pro-
viders. Call 1-844-961-0666 (I)
GUARANTEED LIFE INSUR-
ANCE! (Ages 50 to 80). No 
medical exam. Affordable pre-
miums never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. Policy 
will only be cancelled for non-
payment. 833-535-1043 (I)



This legislative session, 
Norwell High School gradu-
ate Hayden Emrah is gain-
ing professional experience 
as a legislative intern with 
the Indiana House of Repre-
sentatives.

Emrah, a Wells County 
native, is the son of Josh 
and Tori Emrah. He gradu-
ated from Ball State Univer-
sity in 2022 with a degree in 
public relations.

“This opportunity to 
meet so many incredible 
people while completing 
meaningful work on behalf 
of Hoosiers has been a 
rewarding experience,” 
Emrah said. “I’m grate-
ful to be able to learn and 
work alongside staffers and 
legislators, and I’m excited 
to use the skills I’ve gained 
here in my future career.” 

As a legislative intern, 
Emrah corresponds with 
constituents through phone 
calls, letters and emails 
while also staffing commit-
tee hearings and floor pro-
ceedings.

“I’m delighted to see the 
exceptional work Hayden 
has done during his intern-
ship,” Lehman said. “His 

commitment and strong 
interpersonal skills have 
helped greatly throughout 
session, and it’s good to see 
a local student take advan-
tage of this opportunity.

At the start of each year, 
the Indiana House of Repre-
sentatives offers paid intern-
ship opportunities to college 

students, law students, grad-
uate students, and recent 
college graduates for the 
duration of the legislative 
session. 

For more information 
on the House Republican 
internship program, visit 
IndianaHouseRepublicans.
com/internship.

300 West and West 300 
North, Bluffton. Report of a 
dead deer in the road.

Friday, 7:19 a.m., S.R. 
1 and East 1200 South, 
Montpelier. Report of a Jay 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment vehicle speeding 
through area. JCSD advised 
they do not have a vehicle in 
the area.

Friday, 11:38 a.m., Wells 
County Jail. Warrant served 
to Jon Baumgardner.

Ossian:
Thursday, 2:35 p.m., 

North 450 East and 100 
North, Ossian. Driver cited 
for speeding.

ACCIDENTS
Wednesday, 6:47 p.m., 

S.R. 218 and 600 West. 
Elizabeth Hendricks, 82, 
was driving when the driver 
side mirror of her Chevrolet 
Equinox struck the driver 
side mirror of a Ford Edge 
driven by Enrique Lopez, 
28. Only the driver mirror’s 

of each vehicle sustained 
damage. Damages did not 
exceed $2,500.

ARRESTS
John Alexander Burke, 

33, Bluffton; criminal tres-
passing, a Class A misde-
meanor, and possession of 
marijuana, a Class B misde-

meanor. Bond set at $1,500.
Katharine Anne Rao, 40, 

Yoder; driving while sus-
pended — prior, a Class A 
misdemeanor.

Yuliana Caloneo Morillo, 
40, Marion; operating with-
out ever obtaining a license, 
a Class A misdemeanor.
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Just Threads and More
Where there is prices from the past and 

a SALE every day!

A Family Fashion
Closeout Company

Find us at 1220 S. Main Street, Bluffton
5% off All Cash Purchase

Tuesday thru Friday 10am-5pm
Across from (A Perfect Blend Flower Shop) SELLING IN 3 TRACTS, 

AS A COMBINATION OR 
WHOLE UNIT

135 +/- 
ACRES 

AVAILABLE

Foudy CPA Group, P.C.
Certified Public Accountant 

Bluffton 
(260) 824-1040 

Ft. Wayne 
(260) 432-4565 

www.FoudyCPA.com     
Email:  info@foudycpa.com 

Serving our community for over 30 years 

MEMBER MEMBER MEMBER

Blu�  on CPA Group P.C.

2401 N. Main St.
Blu�  on, IN 46714

260-824-1040

www.blu�  onCPAGroup.com
Email: info@blu�  oncpagroup.com

Over 30 years experience serving our community

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING MARCH 14 - 10 
a.m. EST - Clemens and Carol Burger, own-
ers. Ken-Bar Tool & Engineering Company liq-
uidation! Over 300 lots. 2016 GMC Sierra, 2005 
Chevrolet 3500 cargo van, 2008 Mercury Grand 
Marquis, CNC machines, mills, lathes, lad-
ders, grinders, saws, tooling, tools, more! Pre-
view March 11, 10 a.m.-noon, 3121 S. Walnut 
St., Muncie, call for information. Pickup March 
18 and 19, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., large items can be 
picked up by appointment only up to 10 days. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.
MARCH 14 - 6 p.m. - Denver Neuen-
schwander Estate, sellers. Lehman Park, 212 
Park Ave., Berne. 135+/- acres available. Selling 
in 3 tracts, as a combination or whole unit. Tract 
1: 39+/- acres along SR 116, tillable/woods. 
Tract 2: 48+/- acres along 1000 S, tillable. Tract 
3: 48+/- acres along 1000 S, tillable. Heartland 
Auction & Realty, Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.
MARCH 17-25 - (Online Only Auction) - Vari-
ous consignors, seller. Antiques, primitives, 
Lionel trains and train items, modern furniture, 
vintage advertising, household items, patio fur-
niture. Auction Preview: March 19 and March 
21 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 118 East Craig St., 
Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
MARCH 23 - 10 a.m. - Various owners rep-
resented. Location: Farmers Grain & Ag LLC, 

1257 St. Rd. 33, Willshire, OH. Tractors, com-
bines, heads & carts, harvest equip., Grain 
carts, wagons, trucks, trailers, pickups, con-
struction, manure equipment, livestock equip-
ment, hay equipment, planters, no-till drills, 
sprayers, NH3 bars, farm related, miscella-
neous, mowers & ATVs, toys, native lumber. 
Questions, call: Farmers Grain & Ag, LLC, 419-
495-2338. Auction managers: Ritter Cox, 800-
451-2709, 260-609-3306 & Tim Kreider, 260-
413-8008. Schrader Real Estate and Auction 
Company, Inc., 260-244-7606, 800-451-2709, 
SchraderAuction.com.
MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only Auction) - The 
Estate of Sandra McCay and others, seller. 
2007 Dodge Caliber SXT sedan, 1999 Ford 
F250 with dump bed, 2013 12’ utility trailer, 
primitives, Turn of the Century cast iron riding 
horse, quilts, large qty. of crocks, antique furni-
ture, Fenton, Carnival and other glassware. Pre-
view: March 21, March 28 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
816 S. 11th Street, Decatur, IN. The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only Auction) - Unique 
Blue Bar and Grill (Formerly Stag Bar), seller. 
Ongoing needs. Outstanding collection of beer 
signs, neon signs, beer taps, collectibles, tools, 
much more. Preview: April 4 and April 11 from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m., 205 W. Market St., Bluffton, IN. 
The Steffen Group Inc., http://www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.

            Public Sale
         Calendar

Council approves additional 
appropriations, transfers
The Wells County Council approved a 

series of additional appropriations during 
their meeting Tuesday. They were as fol-
lows: 

• Sheriff’s Department: $10,305 for over-
time, to be reimbursed by the Ossian Police 
Department, $63,900 for police vehicles and 
$11,900 for equipment. 

• Health Department: $4,042.10 for 
part-time clerical work, $5,726.30 for sup-
plies, $3,368.41 for contractual services, 
$5,389.46 for other services, $1,684.21 for 
travel and $13,473.66 for equipment. These 
funds were reimbursed by an Immunization 
Cooperative Agreement grant.

• Clerk’s Office: $909.89 for supplies, 
$17,985 for maintenance and $9,000 for app 
development. These funds were reimbursed 
by a federal HAVA grant. 

• Superior Court: $2,000 for translation 

services. These funds will be reimbursed by 
a court interpreter grant. 

• CASA: $10,749 for the director, $3,000 
for guardian ad litem, $230 for volunteer 
recognition, $500 for training and recogni-
tion and $2,777 for room rental. 

• Highway Department: $555,848 for 
Community Crossing Matching Grant for 
rehabilitation of County Road 450 East 
from 1000 North to 11000 North. 

All council members were present Tues-
day. 

Drainage board 
appoints qualified deputy
The Drainage Board unanimously 

approved Corey McKinney as a qualified 
deputy during their Monday meeting. Sur-
veyor Jarrod also presented an annual Flood 
Safety Awareness proclamation during the 
following commissioners’ meeting.

All commissioners were present Monday. 

Wells County BriefsLocal Roundup
meeting will directly follow the council meet-
ing, during which the board will consider 
the election of officers, review an Economic 
Development annual report and approve an 
invoice for engineering resources.

Wells County SWCD board 
will meet Tuesday evening

The board of the Wells County Soil and 
Water Conservation District will meet at 9 
a.m. Tuesday, March 12, in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Service Center at 117 
W. Harvest Rd.

Items on the agenda include: 
• Reorganization of the boar
• Policy updates
• Field days
• Quickbooks

Bluffton Board of Works to 
meet Tuesday afternoon
The Bluffton Board of Public Works 

and Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 12, in the Council Chambers on the 
second floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Items on the agenda include:
• Financial matters. 
• A request from Monica Edgeman 

regarding the 4-H 5K.
• A water adjustment request for 321 W. 

Horton St. 
• Consideration of a MS4 agreement with 

Christopher Burke.
• Opening of concrete bids.

Norwell school board will 
meet Tuesday evening

The board of the Norwell Community 
Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 12, at the school district’s central 
office, 312 N. Jefferson St. in Ossian.

Items on the agenda include:
• Personnel matters. 
• Recognition of donations. 
• Field trip requests. 
• Superintendent’s report, including rec-

ognition of NHS athletics, an update regard-
ing the food and nutrition department, con-
struction updates, and assessed values and 
tax rate comparisons.  

• Discussion regarding the board’s policy 
for FMLA. 

• Discussion regarding SchoolCare Stu-
dent Information Software, and consider-
ation for its approval. 

• Consideration to remove the district’s 
COVID-19 Continuous Education plan. 

• Approval of a job description for a 
physical therapist. 

• Approval of the pre-school handbook. 
• Adoption of CTE and related arts cur-

riculum and elementary ELA curriculum. 
• Declaration of a no-value item. 

Wells County Public Library 
board will meet Tuesday
The board of the Wells County Pub-

lic Library will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 12, in the meeting room of the main 
library, 200 W. Washington St.

Items on the agenda include:
• Reports from the librarian, staff, trea-

surer and director. 
• Committee reports regarding the build-

ing, budget, police and bylaws, and public 
awareness and outreach. 

• Review of winter reading statistics. 
• Discussion regarding the solar eclipse.
• Review of the 2023-27 long-range plan. 
• Discussion regarding the WCPL 

endowment funds. 
• Personnel and financial matters. 

Markle Town Council will 
meet Wednesday evening

The Markle Town Council will meet at 
7 p.m. Wednesday, March 11, in the meet-
ing room of the Markle fire station, 150 W. 
Sparks St. in Markle.

Items on the agenda include:
• Discussion with Craig Lutz of Republic 

Services.
• Second reading and vote on Ordinance 

2024-1. 
• Town Correspondence
• Operations manager, town marshall, 

clerk-treasurer reports
• HCUED and Region 3-A reports

Rock Creek Conservancy 
District will meet Thursday

The board of the Rock Creek Conser-
vancy District will meet at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
March 14, at the Liberty Center Fire Depart-
ment, 2954 W. Market St.

Items on the agenda include:
• Maintenance and water monitoring pro-

gram reports.
• Treasurer’s reports and claim forms.

Bluffton parks board will 
meet Thursday evening
The Bluffton parks board will meet at 

6:30 p.m. Thursday, March 14, in the Coun-
cil Chambers on the second floor of City 
Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Items on the agenda include: 
• Project updates.
• Requests regarding the park diamonds.
• Request for the Washington tennis court 

May 21-22.
• Request for Pickett’s Run for the FCS 

Duck Race Aug. 10.
• Summer hiring consideration of repro-

posing T-ball diamond at Lions park. 
• Recognition of department donations.

(Continued from Page 3)
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Norwell grad interns with 
Indiana House of Representatives
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