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Solar farm gets ‘do not pass’ recommendation

Paddlefish Solar project stimied
by Area Plan Commission ruling

By JONATHAN SNYDER

The Wells County Area Plan
Commission unanimously agreed
to send a “do not pass” recommen-
dation to the County Commission-
ers for the overlay district request-
ed by Paddlefish Solar.

The solar project had requested
to overlay 49 parcels of agricultur-
ally zoned land in Liberty Center
and Chester townships with a P-1
district for energy development.
The issue will now go to the Wells
County Commissioners, who can
vote to approve or disapprove the
request regardless of the APC’s
ruling. Their next meeting is at 5
p.m. on Monday, March 18.

The APC — over the course of
four hours — heard a presentation
from Paddlefish Solar and various
public comments about the proj-
ect and its potential tax benefits,
impact on property values, and
any future large-scale solar proj-
ects. Over 15 people spoke during
the public comments section, with
nearly all of them stating their

opposition to the project.

APC member Chandler Ger-
ber made the motion for the “do
not pass” recommendation, say-
ing that the project appeared to
be inconsistent with the Wells
County Comprehensive Plan. The
motion was passed unanimously
by all other board members, Tyson
Brooks, Tim Rohr, Board Presi-
dent Jerome Markley, Board Vice
President Bill Horan, Jarrod Hahn,
Melissa Woodworth, Geoff Lance,
John Potter, John Schuhmacher
and Executive Director Mike
Lautzenheiser.

Paddlefish Solar is jointly
owned by EDF Renewables and
Geenex Solar. Representing the
group Thursday were Regional
Project Development Manager for
EDF Renewables Jesse Laniak,
Project Developer Lana Gabrilyan
and Director of Community and
Governmental Relations Trena
Roudebush. The group spent the
bulk of their time talking about the

(Continued on Page 2)

Paddlefish Solar representatives Lana Gabrilyan, Jesse Laniak and Trena Roudenbush presented their request for
an Overlay District for solar development in southern Wells County to the Area Plan Commissioner Thursday night.
The APC unanimously gave a “do not pass” recommendation to the request. (Photo by Jonathan Snyder)

101 Birthdays

While Velmarose McCormick
was getting her hair done for
her 101st birthday, she enjoyed
cake, punch, and an extra spe-
cial surprise — Mayor John
Whicker declared March 9,
2024, as Velmarose McCor-
mick Day. In his proclamation,
Whicker recognized McCormick
as a “force for good” as a lifelong
resident of Wells County. Above,
Whicker presents the proclama-
tion to McCormick alongside
McCormick’s daughter, Janis
Jones. Whicker, McCormick,
Jones, and Jones’ husband,
Howard Jones, are shown at
right. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Biden uses State of the Union to

By ZEKE MILLER
and SEUNG MIN KIM
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden turned his State of
the Union speech Thursday night
into an animated argument for a
second term as he laced into GOP
front-runner Donald Trump for
espousing “resentment, revenge
and retribution” and jeopardizing

freedom at home and abroad.
Over and over, Biden delivered

broadsides at “my predecessor”
without ever mentioning Trump by
name — 13 times in all — raising
his voice repeatedly as he tried to
quell voter concerns about his age
and job performance while sharp-
ening the contrast with his all-but-
certain November rival.

It was a far feistier tone from
Biden than his prior State of
the Union addresses and it was
designed to banish doubts about
whether the 81-year-old is still up

to the job. For 68 minutes in the
House chamber, Biden goaded
Republicans over their policies,
invited call-and-response banter
with fellow Democrats on eco-
nomic issues, taxes and healthcare
and seemed to revel in the fight.
“Freedom and democracy are
under attack both at home and
overseas at the very same time,”
Biden said as he appealed for Con-
gress to support Ukraine’s efforts
to defend itself against Russia’s

Indiana undecided
on chronic student
absenteeism plan

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

In the final days of the legisla-
tive session, Indiana lawmakers
are still trying to address the thou-
sands of Hoosier students who are
missing multiple days — even
weeks — of school each year.

In negotiations is Senate Bill
282, authored by Sen. Stacey
Donato, R-Logansport. The lat-
est draft of the proposal, focused
on chronic absenteeism, requires
school districts to prohibit habitu-
ally truant elementary students —
those who have 10 or more unex-
cused absences — from participat-
ing in extracurricular activities.

Under the bill, school officials
must additionally report habitu-
ally truant students to prosecutors’
offices. Prosecutors would then
have to notify parents that they’ve
filed affidavits related to their stu-
dents’ absenteeism.

The House and Senate
approved different drafts of the
bill, but the two chambers now
have to agree on a final version.

Donato said the “emphasis”
of the bill is for children between
the ages of six and 10 “who are
absent, excessively, to get what
they need to get that education.”

How, or if, lawmakers will get
the bill across the finish line is still
unclear.

“We’re working on some

amendments. We are almost there,
but at this point ... we’re going to
continue to do our negotiations,”
Donato said in a short conference
committee on Wednesday.

Indiana’s absenteeism problem

State lawmakers were adamant
to move bills in the 2024 session
to help improve student literacy
and bolster career readiness. That
included the passage of Senate Bill
1, which will require schools to
hold back third graders who do not
pass the statewide IREAD test as
part of a push to improve reading.

Legislative leaders said, too,
that ensuring Hoosier kids actually
show up to class is part of their
priority agenda.

The latest Indiana data shows
that about 40% of students state-
wide missed 10 or more school
days last year, and nearly one in
five were “chronically absent” for
at least 18 days.

Student absences have been
on the rise since the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic in Indiana
and across the nation. Although
Indiana’s latest numbers show
slight improvements, absentee
rates during the 2022-23 school
year were still 8% higher than
before the pandemic.

Educators around the state say
the reasons for absences vary, but
family challenges some students

(Continued on Page 2)

contrast with Trump

invasion. “History is watching.”

Biden quickly pivoted to the
threats at home, referencing the
Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the
Capitol by Trump supporters
seeking to overturn the 2020 elec-
tion, and calling for the threat to
democracy to be countered.

“My predecessor — and some
of you here — seek to bury the
truth about Jan. 6 — I will not
do that,” Biden said. “This is a
moment to speak the truth and to

bury the lies. Here’s a simple truth.
You can’t love your country only
when you win.”

“My lifetime has taught me to
embrace freedom and democracy,”
Biden said. “A future based on
the core values that have defined
America: honesty, decency, dig-
nity, equality. To respect every-
one. To give everyone a fair shot.
To give hate no safe harbor. Now

some other people my age see a
(Continued on Page 2)
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Solar farm

(Continued from Page 1)
local impact of the solar grid
from a financial and natural
standpoint.

According to Laniak’s
projections, the solar grid
would have decreased tax
rates from 1.18% to 0.96%,
with an estimated tax rev-
enue of $90 million.

Roudebush also men-
tioned that there would
be vegetative screens that
would block some of the
views from residential areas,
game fencing along the
perimeter so that farmers
and any wildlife would not
be hindered, and any land
not used by the solar farm
would be potentially revert-
ed to tillable acreage.

However, a majority of
public comments centered
around the potential for
other large-scale solar proj-
ects to enter the area and
siphon land away from
farmers. Most every com-
ment against the project was
followed by applause from
the audience.

Robert Park, Uniondale,
stated that while he has no
issue with private solar pan-
els for individual houses,
the large-scale overlay dis-
trict could set a precedent

State of the Union

(Continued from Page 1)
different story: an Ameri-
can story of resentment,
revenge, and retribution.
That’s not me.”

The president showcased
his accomplishments on
infrastructure and manu-
facturing, and pushed Con-
gress to approve more aid to
Ukraine, tougher migration
rules and lower drug prices.
He also sought to remind
voters of the situation he
inherited when he entered
office in 2021 amid a raging
pandemic and a contracting
economy.

The 81-year-old presi-
dent was being closely
watched not just for his
message, but for whether he
could deliver it with vigor
and command.

White House aides said
Biden was aiming to prove
his doubters wrong by flash-
ing his combative side and
trying to needle Repub-
licans over positions he
believes are out of step with
the country, particularly on
access to abortion, but also
tax policy and healthcare.
It’s part of his campaign-
year effort to use even offi-
cial speeches to clarify the
choice for voters at the bal-
lot box this fall.

Taking a victory lap
in selling his legislative
accomplishments, such as
one that bolsters manufac-
turing of computer chips
nationwide, Biden veered
from his prepared script to
take a dig at Republicans
who voted against such
policies but are eager to take
credit for them back home.

“If any of you don’t want
that money in your dis-
tricts,” Biden said, “just let
me know.”

The president was speak-
ing before a historically
ineffective Congress. In the
GOP-led House, Speaker
Mike Johnson took power
five months ago after the
chaotic ouster of former
Speaker Kevin McCarthy.
Legislators are still strug-
gling to approve funding
bills for the current year
and have been deadlocked
for months on foreign assis-
tance bills to help Ukraine
stave off Russia’s invasion
and support Israel’s fight
against Hamas.

The State of the Union
address is a marquee night
on the White House calen-
dar, offering presidents a
direct line to a captive audi-
ence of lawmakers and dig-
nitaries in the House cham-
ber and tens of millions of
viewers at home. But even
so, the night has lost some
of its luster as viewership
has declined.

Biden aides inside the

for future projects, hinder-
ing Wells’ ability to produce
crops. Bruce Monce, Ches-
ter Township, and Tabby
Fate, Warren, echoed those
sentiments.

“Once you get the cam-
el’s nose under the tent,
then you are going to get
the whole camel,” said Jody
Holloway, Bluffton.

“There seems to be a gold
rush coming to Indiana for
solar,” Lance said.

County Commissioner
Jeff Stringer, County Coun-
cil member Brandon Har-
nish and Bluffton Common
Council member Blake
Fiechter also expressed their
doubts about the project’s
benefits for Wells County.
Stringer stated that while the
tax abatement was approved,
by the County Council pub-
lic opinion needed to be
taken into account.

Linda Stanton, Poneto,
also questioned how the
project would affect local
property values. However,
the Paddlefish representa-
tives later brought out Rich
Kirkland, a state-certified
appraiser, who said the proj-
ect would not affect property
values.

Also speaking against

the request were Kathie
Mounsey, Phil Leas, Jar-
rod Mounsey, Judy Craig,
Jim McAfee, Diana Collins,
Benjamin Herman and John
Maddox. Trent Lehman,
superintendent of Southern
Wells schools, spoke neither
in favor nor against but reaf-
firmed that the school dis-
trict should be considered in
any tax benefits.

One individual, Stacy
Wagner of Posey County,
provided a positive take on
the project, saying many of
the project’s supporters were
unlikely to be as loud as its
opposition. The Paddlefish
team met this with quiet
applause.

The APC also received 20
letters preceding the meeting
from various individuals in
and out of the county. Of the
Wells County residents, four
wrote in favor of the request
and three wrote against the

request.
APC members Lance,
Gerber, Schuhmacher,

Woodworth and Brooks all
expressed their opposition.
Gerber stated that the Wells
County Comprehensive Plan
mentions that the communi-
ty valuing agricultural back-
ground and the lack of pub-

lic support for solar farms
stands in opposition to the
solar project.

“It feels inconsistent to
support this when I signed
off on a comprehensive plan
15 months ago,” Gerber said.

Before the motion was
given, the APC was remind-
ed that their role was to pay
reasonable regard to the
Wells Comprehensive Plan,
the current conditions and
character of current struc-
tures and uses in each dis-
trict, the most desirable use
for the land, the conserva-
tion of property values, and
responsible development
and growth of the land.

“There are five points
that we have to give due
diligence to,” said Brooks.
“We spent a lot of time on
property value. I agree with
(Paddlefish about the con-
servation of property val-
ues), but (the other) 80%,
of other four points, could
be equally argued in either
direction. But I can’t in good
conscience be comfortable
with a do-pass recommenda-
tion with an 80% argument
in not favor of it ... The only
point that is 100% good is
property values.”

Jjonathan@news-banner.com

White House and on his
campaign had hoped for
some fresh viral moments
— like when he tussled last
year with heckling Repub-
licans and chided them for
past efforts to cut Medicare
and Social Security.

Johnson, eager to avoid
a similar episode this year,
urged Republicans in a pri-
vate meeting Wednesday
to show “decorum” during
the speech, according to
a person familiar with his
remarks to lawmakers.

He appeared to have lim-
ited success. A number of
House Republicans began
to stand up and leave the
chamber as Biden discussed
raising taxes on billionaires
and corporations. Other,
like Johnson, remained in
their chairs and shook their
heads.

Biden engaged in a loud
call and response with law-
makers as he rhetorically
questioned whether the tax
code was fair and whether
billionaires and corporations
need “another $2 trillion in
tax breaks,” as he charged
Republicans want.

One of the most con-
tentious moments of his
speech came during his
remarks on immigration,
when Biden was running
down the endorsements by
conservative groups of the
bipartisan border legislation
that Republicans killed last
month.

Some in the audience
appeared to yell and inter-
ject, and Biden shot back,
“I know you know how to
read.”

As Rep. Marjorie Tay-
lor Greene, decked out in
pro-Trump paraphernalia,
continued to shout at Biden,
the president held up a white
button that the Georgia
Republican had handed him
earlier bearing the name of
Laken Riley, who authori-
ties say was killed by a
Venezuelan national who
unlawfully crossed into the
U.S. in September 2022.

“Laken Riley,” Biden
said, calling her an “inno-
cent young woman who
was killed by an illegal.” He
expressed condolences to
her family, saying his heart
goes out to them.

And congressional
Republican leaders were
showcasing one of their
newest lawmakers through
the State of the Union rebut-
tal in order to make a gener-
ational contrast with Biden.
Alabama Sen. Katie Britt,
the youngest Republican
woman elected to the Sen-
ate, planned to paint a pic-
ture of a nation that “seems
to be slipping away” and
one where “our families are
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hurting.”

“Right now, our com-
mander-in-chief is not
in command. The free
world deserves better than
a dithering and dimin-
ished leader,” Britt was to
say, according to excerpts
released Thursday evening.
“America deserves leaders
who recognize that secure
borders, stable prices, safe
streets, and a strong defense
are the cornerstones of a
great nation.”

Biden painted an opti-
mistic future for the country
as the massive pieces of leg-
islation he signed into law
during his first two years in
office are implemented. But
he also was set to warn that
the progress he sees at home
and abroad is fragile — and
particularly vulnerable if
Trump returns to the White
House.

Trump, for his part, said
he planned to respond in
real time to Biden’s remarks
on his Truth Social platform.

This year, Biden faced
heightened emotions —
particularly among his
base supporters — over his
staunch backing for Israel’s
war against Hamas in Gaza.
The White House had ini-
tially hoped a short-term
cease-fire would be in place
by the speech. It blames
Hamas for not yet accepting
a deal brokered by the U.S.
and its allies.

A slew of Democrats
and Republicans wore pins
and stickers in honor of
the Israeli hostages still
being held captive in Gaza.
Meanwhile, several House
progressives wore Pales-
tinian keffiyehs, the black
and white checkered scarfs
that have come to symbol-
ize Palestinian solidarity.
Biden’s motorcade took a
circuitous route to the Capi-
tol, as hundreds of pro-
cease-fire demonstrators
tried to disrupt its path from
the White House.

Amid growing concerns
about the dire humanitar-
ian situation in Gaza, Biden
announced in his address
that he has directed the
U.S. military to establish a
temporary port on the Gaza
coast aimed at increas-
ing the flow of aid into the
beleaguered territory.

The president also issued
an emphatic call for law-
makers to pass sorely need-
ed defense assistance for
Ukraine. Acute ammunition
shortages have allowed Rus-

sia to retake the offensive in
the 2-year-old war.

The GOP-controlled
House has refused to act on
a Senate-passed version of
the aid legislation, insisting
on new stiffer measures to
limit migration at the U.S.-
Mexico border, after Trump
used his influence to help
sink a bipartisan compro-
mise that would have done
just that.

Access to abortion and
fertility treatments was also
a key component of Biden’s
speech, especially in light of
a controversial ruling from
Alabama’s Supreme Court
that has upended access to
in vitro fertilization treat-
ment in the state.

One of first lady Jill
Biden’s guests for the
speech was Kate Cox, who
sued Texas, and ultimately
left her home state, to obtain
an emergency abortion after
a severe fetal anomaly was
detected.

“If Americans send me a
Congress that supports the
right to choose I promise
you: I will restore Roe v.
Wade as the law of the land
again,” Biden said. Several
House Democratic women
were wearing white -- a
symbol of women’s suffrage
-- to promote reproductive
rights.

The White House also
invited union leaders, a gun
control advocate, and others
that Jill Biden and her hus-
band have met as they trav-
eled the country promoting
his agenda. The prime min-
ister of Sweden, Ulf Kris-
tersson, will attend to mark
his country’s accession to
NATO in the wake of Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine.

Expelled and disgraced,
former Rep. George Santos,
who still retains floor privi-
leges as an ex-member of
Congress, also showed up
for the speech.

Going into the State
of the Union, Biden also
has raised the problems of
“shrinkflation” — companies
putting fewer pretzels in the
jar and less yogurt in sealed
cups — and so-called “junk
fees” on services. Neither is
a prime driver of inflation,
but the White House hopes
to show consumers that
Biden is fighting for them.

Biden also unveiled an
expanded plan to raise cor-
porate taxes and use the pro-
ceeds to trim budget deficits
and cut taxes for the middle
class.
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Weather

Friday, March 8, 2024
(24-hour observations at 9:38 p.m. Thursday)
High: 48; Low: 39; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.64

feet at 9:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast

Today: Showers, mainly after 10 a.m. High near 58.
South wind 10 to 15 mph. Chance of precipitation is 90%.
New precipitation amounts between a quarter and half of an

inch possible.

Tonight: Showers. Low around 43. South wind 10 to 15
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. Chance of precipitation
is 100%. New precipitation amounts between a quarter and

half of an inch possible.

Saturday: Rain likely, mainly before 10 a.m. Cloudy,
with a high near 49. Northwest wind 15 to 20 mph, with
gusts as high as 25 mph. Chance of precipitation is 70%.
New precipitation amounts between a quarter and half of an

inch possible.

Saturday Night: A chance of rain and snow showers
before 1 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 29. West
wind 15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. Chance of

precipitation is 30%.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 40. Breezy.
Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 27.

Blustery.

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 53.

Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 38.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 62.

Tuesday Night: A 20% chance of showers. Mostly

cloudy, with a low around 45.

Wednesday: A 20% chance of showers. Partly sunny,

with a high near 62.

Wednesday Night: A slight chance of showers. Mostly

cloudy, with a low around 44.

Thursday: A chance of showers. Partly sunny, with a

high near 65.

Absenteeism

(Continued from Page 1)
face at home, along with
hard-to-break tendencies to
keep kids home when even
mildly unwell — a habit
borne out of the pandem-
ic — are key factors. And
schools are getting creative
to try to combat the growing
problem.

Education experts note
that being absent as few as
three days out of the school
year affects test scores and
overall academic perfor-
mance. Getting to school
every day also helps kids
develop a routine and
increases their influen-
tial engagement time with
adults.

The student demographic
groups with the largest gaps
in state language arts and
math testing since the pan-
demic are more likely to be
chronically absent.

A bill in flux

Still, policymakers have
struggled to advance signifi-
cant solutions for absentee-
ism.
Senate Bill 282 requires
school attendance officers
to implement a truancy
prevention policy. Schools
would have to intervene
if elementary school stu-
dents miss significant
amounts of school without
an excuse or parental noti-
fication.

If a student has five unex-
cused absence days within
a 10-week period, school
representatives, teachers and
parents of the truant student
would also have to meet to
establish a plan to prevent
future truancy. Habitually
truant students — already
defined in state law as those
who have missed 10 or more
days of school without an
excuse or parental notifica-
tion — may face referral to
juvenile court.

It’s a departure from an
earlier version of the bill
unanimously passed by the
Senate, which sought to
decrease school truancy by
increasing family involve-
ment with courts.

The House-approved ver-
sion also deleted a provision
that would have urged the

legislative council to assign
an interim study committee
to tackle the issue.

In the House chamber
earlier this week, Rep. Sue
Errington, D-Muncie, was
concerned the legislation
would push children who
miss school into the juvenile
justice system.

Bill sponsor Rep. Martin
Carbaugh, R-Fort Wayne,
clarified that the intent is not
to “throw the book™ at ele-
mentary schoolers, but said
“we are trying to wake up
the parents because they’re
kind of at the mercy of their
parents.”

Rep. Renee Pack, D-Indi-
anapolis, disagreed that such
punitive policies are neces-
sary.

“We don’t have to wake
up parents,” Pack said.
“They’re awake and they’re
taking care of their kids.
And they’re doing the best
they can.”

The Indiana Code spe-
cifically defines chronic
absenteeism as being absent
18 or more days within a
school year for any rea-
son— a higher standard than
“habitual truancy,” which is
ten or more days without an
excuse.

Under the “compulsory
education” laws in Indi-
ana, children must regularly
attend school from the time
they’re seven years old until
they turn 18, with some
exceptions.

But unless they’re
excused, students who cut
class too often could end
up under a juvenile court’s
supervision. Built-up
absences could also prompt
prosecutors to file misde-
meanor charges against
Hoosier parents, given that
they are legally responsible
for making sure their chil-
dren go to school.

District officials maintain
that chronic absenteeism
— which includes excused
absences — continues to
be a primary issue. Many
told lawmakers that the
bill should be expanded to
include chronically absent
students, and not just those
who are truant.
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Tina K. Purdue, 50

Tina K. Purdue, 50, of Fort
Wayne, passed away peacefully
Monday afternoon, March 4,
2024, at Stillwater Hospice Home
in Fort Wayne, surrounded by
family and friends.

She was born Tina Kristine
Boots on July 28, 1973, in Bluff-
ton, to Kenneth E. Boots and Patty
Jo Boots (Welches). Tina attended
Bluffton High School, participated
in choir, and was a member of the
National Honor Society. She grad-
uated in 1992 and pursued higher education at Ball
State University in Muncie. Tina pursued a career in the
medical field, making significant contributions in vari-
ous administrative roles in both Indianapolis and Fort
Wayne; her dedication and professionalism earned her
the respect and admiration of colleagues and patients
alike.

In her free time, Tina enjoyed spending quality time
with her family and friends. She enjoyed the company
of her pets, especially her latest pug, Bella, who brought
her great happiness and comfort.

She is survived by her loving parents, Kenneth
(Patty) Boots of Bluffton, cherished son, Hunter D. Pur-
due, of Waynedale, dear sister, Angela (Jason) Worman
of Edmond, Oklahoma, a nephew, Nathan (Courtney)
Worman of Bluffton, and a niece, Hannah (Christian)
Holcomb of Yukon, Oklahoma.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton.

A Celebration of Life Memorial Service will be held at
12:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 9, 2024, at Thoma/Rich,
Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton, led by Pastor Brian
Beeks of Monticello United Methodist Church. Visita-
tion will also be held on Saturday from 10 a.m. until the
Funeral Service at 12:30 p.m. on Saturday.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be
made towards funeral expenses through the funeral
home or EverLoved.com or donations to Stillwater
Home Hospice in Fort Wayne, to honor Tina’s compas-
sionate spirit and dedication to helping others. Tina’s
memory will forever remain in the hearts of those who
knew and loved her. May she rest in peace.

Ossian Rotary will
host blood drive

Ossian Rotary is teaming up with the American Red
Cross and First Baptist Church of Ossian to host another
blood drive event on March 11 from 1-6 p.m. at the church,
1001 Dehner Drive on Ossian’s north side.

Donors at previous blood drives report feeling great
about helping others, and are a vital step in saving
lives. Pre-scheduled appointments are highly encour-
aged to allow your donation time to better match your
availability. To make an appointment or to learn more,
download the American Red Cross Blood Donor App
or visit RedCrossBlood.org and search sponsor code
OSSIAN. You may also call 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767). Completion of a RapidPass® online
health history questionnaire is encouraged to help
speed up the donation process. A blood donor card or
driver’s license or two other forms of identification are
required at check-in.

According to Ossian Rotary President Jeremy Penrod,
“Ossian Rotary strives to help those in need in our com-
munity. What better way to do that than taking a few min-
utes to give blood? Please help our blood drive be suc-
cessful.”

Ossian Rotary is a small part of a larger organiza-
tion, Rotary International, which was founded over
110 years ago in Chicago. Ossian Rotary is a group of
people with a desire to meet new people, network, get
involved and make a difference in Ossian and other
communities. Each week features a different speak-
er, who helps attendees stay informed on topics that
are relevant to our community. Anyone is welcome to
donate and help those in need. Please contact Carol
Keplar, Ossian Rotary Blood Drive Chair, at rotary-
carolk@gmail.com for more information, or call 260-
402-8252.

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-
ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include
the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of
calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling
arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included,
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person,
there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will
coordinate obituary publication.

Corrections and clarifications

Coach and teacher Kyle Penrod spoke during South-
ern Well’s work session about a new gym, not Athletic
Director Todd Thieme, as stated in the article on March
7.
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Donation
to the arts

First Bank of Berne recently
made a $1,000 donation to
Creative Arts. Pictured left
to right, Erica Bennett, FBB
Bluffton branch manager
and Janiece Lipsey, execu-
tive director at Creative Arts.
(Photo provided)

INCIDENTS

County:

Wednesday, 1:42 p.m.,
South 300 West and West
1200 South, Keystone. Driv-
er warned for speeding and
expired plates, vehicle not
registered to driver. Vehicle
impounded.

Wednesday, 5:42 p.m.,
400 block of Cedar Road,
Bluffton. Protective order
served to Bobbi Wright.

Wednesday, 6:35 p.m.,
North 100 East and South
Adams Street, Bluffton.
Driver cited for speeding 76
in a 55 mph zone.

Thursday, 6:36 a.m.,
Wells County Jail. Warrant
served to Joel Newman.

Ossian:

Wednesday, 3:11 p.m.,
S.R. 1 and East 500 North,
Ossian. Driver pulled over
for speeding after initially

Police Notebook

failing to stop. Subject
charged with operating
without receiving license
and traveling at an unrea-
sonable rate of speed (89
mph).

Thursday, 12:36 a.m.,
Silo Farms. Car alarm set off
by tow company coming to
repossess vehicle.

ARRESTS

Ramon Ignacio Rincon-

Vasquez, 35, Fort Wayne,

Lawmakers revive restaurant
carry-out alcohol in finalized legislation

By LESLIE
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Expect to see happy
hours and the option to add
a cocktail to your carry-out
restaurant order as soon as
July, under finalized legisla-
tion approved Thursday. It
now goes to the governor.

House and Senate Hoo-
sier lawmakers were briefly
at odds over the prospect of
legalizing take-out alcohol
— which comes in regulat-
ed to-go beverage contain-
ers — but settled their dif-
ferences in a final draft both
chambers overwhelmingly
approved.

The bill now goes to
Gov. Eric Holcomb.

Restaurants and craft

manufacturers say House
Bill 1086 would enable
them to boost traffic during
off-peak hours and cater to
increasingly common con-
sumer preferences. Oppo-
nents cautioned against an
alcohol expansion, noting
potential impacts on sub-
stance use disorder.

The House legislation
originally included both
provisions, but even mem-
bers of that chamber had
concerns about how the
tamper-evident to-go bags,
dubbed “qualified contain-
ers,” would work.

A Senate committee later
ditched the language.

When the House dis-
sented from those changes,
lawmakers of both cham-

bers headed to conference
committee to negotiate
a final version — which
closely resembles earlier
drafts.

The bill legalizes happy
hours — currently, retailers
must hold all-day promo-
tions — and requires that
retailers get liquor liabil-
ity insurance worth at least
$500,000 to obtain or renew
a permit after July 1.

It revives the carry-out
drink provision, but with a
stipulation that the qualified
containers restaurants use
must be new.

Conference Committee
Chair Jake Teshka, R-North
Liberty, said he made the
change so customers can’t
bring containers back to be

Emergency powers change clears
General Assembly — moves to governor

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A law limiting the emer-
gency powers of the gover-
nor heads to Gov. Eric Hol-
comb’s desk after a Thurs-
day vote. Senators passed
Senate Bill 234 on a 40-8
concurrence vote, mostly
along party lines.

Under the proposal, an
Indiana governor may only
declare an emergency for
60 days before the General
Assembly must intervene.
With their approval, the
governor can file a 60-day
extension.

The language only
impacts statewide emergen-
cies.

The bill now goes to
Gov. Eric Holcomb, who
said he will sign it.

“When SB 234 reaches
my desk, I intend to sign
it. A big thank you is owed
to the authors of the bill
and the leadership in the
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C052100004

General Assembly for the
thoughtful collaboration to
achieve the proper guard-
rails during a statewide
emergency while still pre-
serving critical flexibility
and authority to react to the
unforeseen.”

Currently the state’s
leader can only authorize
an emergency declaration
for 30 days but has end-
less renewals — a power
Holcomb exercised dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Authors cited that repeat-
ed emergency declaration as
the impetus of the bill. Dur-
ing COVID-19, lawmakers
convened multiple times
without taking actions to
limit Holcomb’s emergency
powers.

Holcomb is term lim-
ited and a slew of Repub-
lican candidates have
tossed their hat in the ring
to succeed him. The win-

WE HELPYOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

ner of the May primary
will likely be the next state
governor and at least one
candidate has voiced full-
throated support for the
measure: Lt. Gov. Suzanne
Crouch.

“... For our government
to serve the people best, we
need a balance of power. I
am committed to working
with legislators to ensure
that Hoosiers always have
a say in matters that direct-
ly impact their families
and businesses, especially
in a prolonged emergency
situation,” Crouch said in
a campaign newsletter this
week.

Crouch and her com-
petitors were similarly
supportive of the Senate
version, which would have
limited the office to an ini-
tial 30-day declaration fol-
lowed by one renewal —
but only for federal funding
purposes.

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

cssociates

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

WE HA VE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

resisting law enforcement
using vehicle, a Class
A misdemeanor, reck-
less driving and operat-
ing without ever obtain-
ing license, both Class C
misdemeanors. Bond set at
$2,500.

Joel Campbell Newman,
35, Poneto, unlawful carry-
ing of a handgun, a Class A
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$1,500.

refilled.

And it maintains bans on
retailer-hosted games that
are determined by the quan-
tity of alcohol competitors
consume and on drinks as
prizes — except, as added
in conference committee —
for drinks won in charity
gambling or sold in charity
auctions.

Teshka said that edit
would avoid a conflict
with charity-related alco-
holic beverages allowances
already on the books.

The House approved the
finalized bill on an 80-12
vote, and the Senate on
a 39-9 vote. Most votes
in opposition came from
Republicans breaking with
their caucuses.

VISITATION & SERVICES

% Tina K. Purdue
’LCaIIing: 10a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 9.
It Service:12:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 9 at
the funeral home.

Thoma/Rich, Lemler

Funeral Home
308 W. Washington St.
32 85§

7 Bruce D. \
Klefeker

Graveside Service:
11 a.m. Saturday,
March 9 at Grove
Cemetery
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The Week That Was - a look back through cartoonists’ eyes...

AMERICA’S WEEKLY 1Q REPORT

Other Opinions

Feeding the
U.S. war machine

The United States’ military has a habit. It is in constant
need of a fix. And it has repeatedly shown that it will say
or do anything, without any shame or qualms, to satisfy its
craving. The U.S. already has the most powerful military,
yet the U.S. top brass are constantly hyping up external
threats to try and get more money for their buzz-giver of
choice.

This time, it is Stephen Whiting, head of the U.S. Space
Command, who has sounded the alarm over what he per-
ceives as China’s rapid advancement in space technology,
warning of the potential threats he alleges it poses to U.S.
interests in outer space.

Speaking before the U.S. Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee on Thursday, Whiting set off a siren about China’s
“breathtaking” progress in military space technology and
counterspace capabilities, which he claimed are aimed at
denying the U.S. and its allies access to space assets when
necessary. By 2030, he cautioned lawmakers, China will
have reached “world-class status in all but a few space tech-
nology areas”.

Whiting didn’t bother to hide the addiction motivat-
ing such scaremongering, claiming there was “an urgency
for our Command to advocate for delivery of new space
capabilities and capacity to retain an enduring competitive
advantage” in the space domain.

His playing up of a military threat from China was
echoed at the same event by Anthony Cotton, head of the
U.S. Strategic Command. The purpose of their hustling, as
was evident, was to get cash, and lots of it, in order to mod-
ernize the U.S. nuclear triad capabilities, that is its ability to
strike from the land, sea and air, a mammoth project expect-
ed to ultimately cost $1.5 trillion over the next 30 years.
Their unfounded scaremongering was a textbook U.S. mili-
tary hustle that played to the gallery of their sponsors’ bias.
Their pantomime portrayal of China as the villain of their
story is risible because contrary to their money-tapping tall
tales, no country has posed a more serious threat to other
countries’ security in space than the U.S.

The country has in recent years taken significant actions
— such as establishing the U.S. Space Force as a new mili-
tary wing and setting up the U.S. Space Command as a uni-
fied combatant command — to accelerate its militarization
of space. It is also actively deploying offensive weapons
in space and conducting military exercises and technical
experiments there. Such moves undermine world peace and
stability and risk triggering an arms race in space.

Belying their budget-badgering scare stories, China has
advocated the peaceful use of space and opposed a space
arms race. It has called on countries to work together to
build a community of shared future in space and to carry
out in-depth exchanges and cooperation for the mutually
beneficial utilization of outer space. It has actively pro-
moted talks on an arms-control treaty on outer space, and
cosponsored related United Nations General Assembly
resolutions such as No First Placement of Weapons in Outer
Space and Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space.
Facts show that China has remained a stabilizing force,
rather than a threat as claimed by the U.S., and it is the lead-
ing advocate for cooperative space utilization and explora-
tion for the common security and well-being of humankind.

The U.S. should abandon its Cold War mentality, follow
the trend of the times, and join China and other countries in
the efforts to preserve space as a global commons, where all
countries share broad common interests. Space should be
an exciting new frontier for cooperation rather than a battle-
field for falsely fear-fueled confrontation.

THE CHINA DAILY

THE. STARTING GUN
FOR THE LONGEST
PRESIDENTIAL (AMPAIGN
IN AMERICAN HISTORY

With Colorado ruling, the court displays
an ‘originalism of convenience’

So much for originalism.

We’ve seen this phenom-
enon from this conservative,
supposedly originalist court
before. But Monday’s ruling
in Trump v. Anderson under-
scores the undeniable reality:
the court practices an origi-
nalism of convenience. When
push comes to shove, when
a strict originalist approach
would yield an undesirable
outcome, professed fealty
to originalism gives way to
practical considerations.

Some might call this results-ori-
ented reasoning hypocritical. In this
instance — I agree with the bottom
line — I’ll go with a welcome display
of intellectual flexibility and common
sense. In my view, the court was cor-
rect to consider the practical fallout
of letting Colorado remove former
president Donald Trump from its pri-
mary ballot, as all nine justices agreed
should not be allowed. Maybe we’re
all living constitutionalists
now.

Listen to the conservative
justices discussing the dan-
gerous consequences of let-
ting individual states decide
for themselves whether can-
didates for president should
be allowed on the ballot.

“An evolving elec-
toral map could dramati-
cally change the behavior
of voters, parties, and
States across the country,
in different ways and at dif-
ferent times,” the opinion
observes. “The disruption
would be all the more acute — and
could nullify the votes of millions and
change the election result — if Sec-
tion 3 enforcement were attempted
after the Nation has voted. Nothing
in the Constitution requires that we
endure such chaos — arriving at any
time or different times, up to and per-
haps beyond the Inauguration.”

That sounds, to me, responsibly
practical. But these same justices
have a track record of declaring their
opposition to logic like this.

“Suppose originalism does lead to
a result you happen to dislike in this
or that case. So what?” Justice Neil
M. Gorsuch wrote in his book on
originalism. And more: “The fact is,
a good originalist judge will not hesi-
tate to preserve, protect, and defend
the Constitution’s original meaning,
regardless of contemporary political
consequences.” Oh really?

Justice Clarence Thomas pur-
ports to be similarly self-abnegating.

“There are really only
two ways to interpret the

as best we can what the
framers intended or make
itup,” he said in a 2008
lecture. “No matter how
ingenious, imaginative or
artfully put, unless inter-
pretive methodologies are

Ruth tied to the original intent
of the framers, they have
Marcus no more basis in the Con-

stitution than the latest
football scores.”

You might think that self-pro-
claimed originalists would have spent
a bit more time grappling with the
constitutional text. After all, an influ-
ential law review article by two lead-
ing originalist scholars argued that

Section 3 required Trump’s disqualifi-

cation. It received not a mention.
Another chance to pursue an

originalist line of thought: Scholars,

and the lower courts, disagreed about

whether the president is an “officer”
and the presidency an “office” under
the Constitution. The court didn’t
deign to examine this question —
what Justice Elena Kagan, at oral
argument, called “the officer stuff” —
in their decision.

Indeed, to the extent it grounded
its decision in constitutional text, the
court arguably got things precisely
backward. Section 3 provides that
“no person shall ... hold any office”
who, having previously taken an
oath to support the Constitution, then
“engaged in insurrection.” (Emphasis
mine.) “Shall” implies that disqualifi-
cation is automatic, a default position
that, like other sections of the 14th
Amendment, doesn’t require congres-
sional legislation to be effective.

The majority asserts that “the text
of Section 3 reinforces [its] conclu-

sions” that Section 3 requires separate

congressional enforcement legisla-
tion. It points, implausibly, to Section

Constitution: try to discern

3’s final sentence: “But Congress
may by a vote of two-thirds of each
House, remove such disability.”

As the concurring (but actu-
ally dissenting on this point) liberal
justices observed, “In fact, the text
cuts the opposite way. ... It is hard
to understand why the Constitu-
tion would require a congressional
supermajority to remove a disqualifi-
cation if a simple majority could nul-
lify Section 3’s operation by repealing
or declining to pass implementing
legislation.” Trump’s own lawyer,
they noted, acknowledged this “ten-
sion” at oral argument.

Meanwhile, the court’s paeans
to the rights of voters and its worry
about state-by-state patchworks don’t
track with the Constitution’s provi-
sions assigning state legislatures the
authority to determine how to choose
presidential electors. Back in the day
(1868, when the 14th Amendment
was ratified), primary elections didn’t
exist, state legislatures chose senators
and presidential electors were still
legally free to cast votes however
they wanted. So protecting popu-
lar sovereignty isn’t exactly ...
originalist.

You know who understands
that the originalist justices lost
their way here? Actual original-
ists, who are beside themselves.
“The Originalist Disaster in
Trump v. Anderson,” Michael
Rappaport, director of the Center
for the Study of Constitutional
Originalism at the University of
San Diego School of Law, head-
lined a blog post.

“It is understandable that the
Supreme Court would have decided
the case on this nonoriginalist basis,”
Rappaport wrote. “It does not want
to wade into the question of whether
Trump engaged in an insurrection.
The Republic will not fall because
the Court engaged in an unprincipled,
pragmatic resolution where its self-
interest was severely implicated. But
let’s not kid ourselves that this was
originalism. It was not.”

And let’s not kid ourselves about
what’s going on here. Original-
ism is a method rigged to produce
a result — no abortion rights, easy
access to guns — that is congenial
to conservatives’ ideological prefer-
ences. On the occasions when it’s not,
they cherry-pick history or, as here,
abandon the approach, with nary an
acknowledgment. Hypocrisy in the
service of a sensible outcome may not
be the worst vice, but it shouldn’t go
unremarked.

ruthmarcus @washpost.com.
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BEETLE BAILEY
Balancing boundaries = “Dear zroocasunch | [ why | zeropromosonees |
and support Jannie ORI
CAN'T USEANY

Dear Annie: I have been dating
my boyfriend for four years and am
very lucky to call him mine. He loves

me well, gets along with everyone he

meets and is very giving. His mother, plains almost 3/ 'ﬁﬂb

on the other hand, is a taker, financially every waking R @IGE
. . +MORT

and emotionally. She hates her job and moment, my WALKER]

where she lives but is not willing to
make a change. She relies on her two
sons emotionally, calling them multiple
times a week to complain about her job
and life in her town. Family vacations
are a drag due to the conversation being
dominated by her constant discussion of
her weight or fancy dinners she suggests
but never picks up the tab for.

I’ve mentioned my concerns to my
partner, and he validates them but is
not willing to talk with his mother. I'm
happy to have a conversation with his
mother, more along the line of how
therapy would be a great resource (I've

done it before and it rocks), but I do not thoughtful people. — Need Earplugs ZITS
want to overstep. I fear the boundar- Dear Earplugs: Being the partner pr—
ies I’'m beginning to put up are going of a person with severe health issues is e THE DISHWASHER

to pull my family away from her in the
future if she doesn’t seek help. — Hope
to Help

Dear Hope to Help: I can hear
the frustration in your words, and it’s
understandable that you're feeling torn
between wanting to help and not want-
ing to overstep boundaries.

Expressing your concerns to your
partner — and having him validate
them — is a great first step, even if he’s

not quite ready to address his mother in an effort to cope with their ailments, | CRANKSHAFT

directly. In the meantime, consider hav- whether real or imagined.

ing a gentle and non-confrontational DO ©OU WANT TO SCHEDULE THE WESTVIEW BRANCH.
conversation with your partner’s moth- “How Can I Forgive My Cheating HOUR SCAN AT OUR AN

er. Next time she brings up something
she’s unhappy with in her life, tell her
how much you have found therapy to be
a helpful resource. Opening up about
your own experience with therapy might
be enough to encourage her to give it a

supportive and
help in any way
I can. But I find
that, as he com-

patience is wear-
ing thin. It also
stresses me out
and frustrates me
because it is lit-
erally nonstop, and
there is nothing his doctor or I can do.

He has a sister who also complains
nonstop about ailments, and she has lost
relationships due to the stress it causes.
I find myself avoiding spending time
with him, and I feel sad and guilty.

Do you have any advice for me?
Other than the nonstop whining and
complaining, he and his sister are good,

no easy feat. While it’s important to be
supportive and empathetic of your boy-
friend’s health woes, you must also look
out for your own well-being.

Gently explain to your boyfriend the
toll his negativity takes on you and see
what outlets are available for him to
work through living with his struggles.
Your boyfriend, and his sister, for that
matter, might really benefit from support
groups, physical therapy or counseling

Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more

OF THEM
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Answer
By Dr. Billy

When we seize God’s
strength, we grow with a
deeper sense of God’s love

Graham

Question: My oldest
daughter died of cancer
after several years of pain
and heartache. She was
unable to raise her chil-
dren and had to depend
on others to do so. Her
testimony was remark-
able, and though I raised
her to love and serve the
Lord, I'm struggling to fol-
low my own advice; that

touch them again. Be
thankful that God is
with us in our own grief.
God is still in control
— even when we don’t
understand all that hap-
pens in this sin-scarred
world. Like the Apostle
Paul, we can be sorrowful
yet always rejoicing (see 2
Corinthians 6:10).

It’s important that we
confess to God how we
really feel. He already

loneliness, anger, or any
other emotion that grips
us.

When we seize God’s
strength, we grow with
a deeper sense of God’s
love and we begin to feel
His comfort. He came “to
comfort all who mourn ...
to give them beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, the garment
of praise” (Isaiah 61:2-3,
NKJV). When we know

©2024 Bl Keane. Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“You know you’re growin’ up
when your toes keep getting

farther away.”
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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WANE-2 kumu ‘ole o Kahilikolo" |'Owau, Nalo la Mea" Beneath Their Feet" .

ABC @ 302121 ABC21 News at 5 (N) |ABC21 (N) |ABC World [ABC21 Ent. Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive [ABC21 (N) |(:35) Jimmy Kimmel (:35) 20 UnCtUOUS |at|Ve memo tree
WPTA i News (N) Nevois (N) Tonight (N) newsriiaker interviews a.nd investigative reports. (N) Live! i Nightline 21 Al'tl St flnlSh 8 F|aV0r 33 BefOl’e
NEC 8 Family 25 Words |News (N) [NBC News [Family Family Deal or No Deal Island |Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful News (N) [(:35) Tonight Show (N) |(:35) Seth

WPTA-2 7 | Feud or Less (N) Feud Feud documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) Meyers (N) Yoko 56 COI’p. enhancer, 34 Slugger

MNT TheKing |[TheKing [Modern |News (N) [LastMan [Last Man |Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld |Seinfeld |[Mom Mom The The a0

wera3 B[ 10| 915634 o Queens |of Queens |Family "Tasers"  |Standing "The Cafe" Goldbergs |Goldbergs 23 Pouch Symb0|S for short Williams

w The Steve Wilkos Show|TMZ Live (N Dish TMZ (N) Penn & Teller: Fool Us |Funny Kids [Animals  |Dish TMZ (N) Family Guy|Family Guy[Bob's Bob's i
|84 Nation (V) i o P Nation () burgers  [purgers | 24 Pithy 57 Marsh 9 Gospel 36 Tolerates

P85 a5 13| 5 | 39 30 Magical Land of 0z [PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News [Primetime |Washing- [Firing- Freddie Mercury Live recording of the 1992 tribute [Amanpour and Washin-  [Firing- 25 Greets p|ant group 38 Sufficient
WFWA “Land" America (39 (N) ton Wk (N) [Hoover (N) [concert for Queen singer Freddie Mercury. Company (N) gton Wk  [Hoover T

PBS 4| 3 Magical Land of 0z Context  [BBC News [PBS NewsHour (N) Washing- [Firing- Icon: Music Through  [Icon: Music Through  |Amanpour and Washin-  [Firing- the villain 39 Heaps
WIPB "Land" America ton Wk (N) [Hoover (N) [the Lens "On the Wall" |the Lens "On the Net" |Company (N) gton Wk [Hoover . . . .

FOX 559 WFFT Fox News at 5 |WFFT Fox News at6  [Big Bang |Big Bang |SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling News at  |Locker Young Young Neighbor |Neighbor 27 1 50’ say Solution time: 25 mins. 40 To date
WFFT 6165555 (N) (N) Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr... | 10 (N) Room (N) |Sheldon |Sheldon 29 “All 42 Glitches
CABLE CH - »

Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy (:05) Grey's y  |05) Grey's Anatomy  [Grey's y finished! 45 Wee
LIFE 23 (113|108(252 31 “S . |
FX 24 (132(136/148| ¥*** Boh Rhapsody ('18) Lucy Boynton, Gwilym Lee, Rami Malek. ¥ Avatar (2009, Sci-Fi) Zoe Saldana, Sigourney Weaver, Sam Worthington. %% %% Birdman Michael Keaton. .Ure ang er
5 1 " Andy Andy Andy Andy Everybody |Everybody |Everybody |Everybody [Everybody |Everybody |Everybody |Everybody [The King |[The King |The King |The King thlng!” 46 Oklahoma
TVLAND 5 6304 Griffith  |Griffith | Griffith Griffith y 1 |Raymond |Ray d y 1 |Raymond |Ray d y 1 |Raymond |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens . .
I 26 |1420114]236 (4:30) ¥ * The Proposal (2009, Romance) Ryan %% %% Pitch Perfect (2012, Romance) Skylar Astin, Rebel ®%* The Proposal (2009, Romance) Ryan Reynolds, Mary ¥ % Tag ('18) Jon 35 COUntn' trlbe
E Reynolds, Mary Steenburgen, Sandra Bullock. Wilson, Anna Kendrick. Steenburgen, Sandra Bullock. Hamm, Ed Helms. .
- - fied 48 Feedbag
Twoand a [Twoand a [Two anda (Two and a |[Two and a {Two and a |% Movie % Movie
PARMT |30 |241241|yaif Men  |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men 37 Tradi- S morsel
Around (N) [Pardon (N) [SportsCenter (L) (N) NBA (L) (N) [NBA Basketball Atlanta Hawks at Memphis Grizzlies From the |NBA Basketball Milwaukee Bucks at Los Angeles Lakers From  [SportsCe- . .
ESPN 3150 (140(206 FedEx Forum in Memphis, Tenn. (L) (N) Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles. (L) (N) nter (L) (N) tional P 50 Piano
ESPN2 32 | 54 |143(209|NFL Live ESPN BET Live (L) (N) |College Baskethall VCU at Dayton (L) (N) College Basketball Wichita State at Tulane (L) (N) iSportsCenter (L) (N) |Sp0rtCtr UFC taleS A su ort
(3:30) Sports Adventure [Snow College Basketball From Enterprise Center in Between |College Basketball From Enterprise Center in Basketball MVC Tournament, First pp
Fsmw 33 418671/ Basketball |Stars Cities Motion Saint Louis, Mo. (L) (N) Saint Louis, Mo. Quarterfinal: Teams TBA 38 Sepa_ L 51 Caustic
41331105 242 Chicago Fire "We Chicago Fire "Category |¥% The Equalizer (2014, Action) Marton Csokas, Chloé Grace Moretz, %% The Equalizer (2014, Action) Marton Csokas, Chloé Grace Moretz, s
USA 341331105242/ C5leqf Her Jellybean”  |5" Denzel Washington. Denzel Washington. rated cleaner
DIsC 35| 72 [182/278] Gold Rush: White Gold Rush: White Gold Rush WW "In Gold |Gold Rush Dakota Fred and his son, Dustin, dive  |Gold Rush WW "In Gold |(.05) Gold Rush-Res. Gold Rush: White
Water "Judgment Day" |Water We Trust" (N) deep beneath raging waters to search for gold. (N) |We Trust" "Busch Creek or Bust"  |Water
TLC 36 | 73 183(280{90 Day: The Single Life [Seeking Sister Wife |90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé (N) 90 Day (N) ]90 Day: Single Life (N) [90 Day 90 Day Fiancé 10 111
HIST 38| 77 1120/269 Ancient Aliens "Earth's [Ancient Aliens "The ~ |Aliens "The Mystery of [Ancient Aliens "The  |Aliens "Mysteries of (:05) The Proof Is Out  ((.05) Ancient Aliens (:05) Ancient Aliens
Black Holes" Alien Protocols” the Stone Giants" UFO Superhighway" Scotland" (N) There (N) "Journey to Immortality" | "Mysteries of Scotland”
A&E 39 [134/118[265|First 48 "Old Wounds" [First 48 "Cover Story" |The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48
40 |117]185312 (4:00) ¥ Love & Jane % The Blessing Bracelet (2023, Drama) Carlo % A Veteran's Christmas (2018, Romance) Sean |Golden Golden Golden Golden Golden Golden
HALL ('24) Alison Sweeney. Marks, Nathan Parrott, Amanda Schull. Faris, Mary Long, Eloise Mumford. Girls Girls Girls Girls Girls Girls
(4:25) %% The Protégé ('21) Maggie |(:55) %% % Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End (2007, Adventure) Orlando Bloom, Keira ¥ %% Annihilation (2018, Sci-Fi) Jennifer Jason Leigh, Gina
SYFY 411135122244 Q, Samuel L. Jackson, Michael Keaton. |Knightley, Johnny Depp. Rodriguez, Natalie Portman. (P)
TBS 43 [130[139[247|Movie [#* % Girls Trip ("17) Queen Latifah, Regina Hall [#%x Ride Along 2 ('16) Ice Cube. [(55) %% Fist Fight ("17) Ice Cube, Charlie Day. (:5) ¥%** Girls Trip Regina Hall
(3:45) ¥k %x Wonder Woman ('17) |(:45) ¥%* Wonder Woman 1984 (2020, Action) Chris Pine, Kristen Wiig, Gal Gadot. All Elite Wrestling: %% Wonder Woman (2017, Action) Chris
NT 4411311381245 cpric pine, Connie Nielsen, Gal Gadot. Rampage (N) Pine, Connie Nielsen, Gal Gadot.
(3:00) ¥k % [¥*** Trading Places (1983, Comedy) Eddie Murphy, Ralph  |¥*%% Beverly Hills Cop (1984, Comedy) Judge |(:15) ¥*% Beverly Hills Cop Il (1987, Comedy) (:15) ®%* Beverly Hills
AMC 4 131/254|g,g Boys |Bellamy, Dan Aykroyd. Reinhold, John Ashton, Eddie Murphy. Judge Reinhold, Brigitte Nielsen, Eddie Murphy. Cop Il Eddie Murphy.
oM 41 107]249[Seinfeld [Seinfeld  [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office |The Office [The Office [South Park [South Park [South Park [South Park
NASCAR Shriners NASCAR Race Hub (L) |Presents BEST OF ARCA Racing Series Phoenix American stock car  |College Basketball Boise State at San Diego State |PokerStars PCA 2023
Fs1 48 | 64 1501219 cidren's 500, Practice | (N) RADIOACTIVE: Phoenix |racing action. (L) (N) From Viejas Arena in San Diego. (L) (N) Main Event - Part 3 (N)
WGN 53 307|Vargas Report (L) (N)  |The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) [Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
WE 57 128|260|Law "Girl Most Likely" [Law "Equal Rights" Law "Slaughter” Mama June Mama June (N) Mama June Mama June Mama June
FOOD 59 [153[110[231|Diners [Diners Diners [Diners Diners [Diners Diners [Diners Diners (N) [Diners Diners [Diners Diners [Diners Diners [Diners
BRAVO 60 [140(129(237|(3:30) ¥ Fast & the Furio...|¥-%* Fast & Furious ('09) Paul Walker, Vin Diesel. |¥-%* Fast & Furious 6 ('13) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin Diesel. (P) ~ |¥%* Fast & Furious 6 ("13) Vin Diesel.
NICK 68 170(299|SpongeBob |Rock Paper ¥ Movie % Movie Friends Friends Friends iFriends Friends Friends
DISN 69 | 30 |172|290|Jessie Jessie Raven Raven Jessie Shorts (N) [¥%*% Moana Dwayne Johnson. (.35 Ghost [Disney's |Raven Raven i]ust Roll [Fam Jam |Jessie
FREEFORM | 70 | 32 180|311 Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy|Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy |[Family Guy|Family Guy|Family Guy [The 700 Club ;?nemsuns ;R:psons
301 3000501 (3:20) % Now | %% Priscilla (2023, Drama) Jacob Elordi, (:25) (:10) ¥4 The Last Witch Hunter (2015, Fantasy) [Real Time With Bill The Regime (:55) Real Time With Bill
HBO You See ... [Dagmara Dominczyk, Cailee Spaeny. Entt Elijah Wood, Rose Leslie, Vin Diesel. Mabher (L) (N) "“Memorial" Maher
MAX 325 310l515 (4:35) ¥ Taxi ('04) (:15) ¥4 Beauty Shop (2005, Comedy) Alicia %% Baby Mama ('08) Amy Poehler, |(:40) #*%%* Election ('99) Reese (:25) ¥ | Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry
Queen Latifah. Silverstone, Andie MacDowell, Queen Latifah. Greg Kinnear, Tina Fey. Witherspoon, Matthew Broderick. ('07, Com) Kevin James, Jessica Biel, Adam Sandler.
351851318 (4:25) ¥k %% Coach Carter ('05) (:45) % Freedom's Path (2022, History) RJ Cyler, Ewen Bremner, |% War Pony (2022, Drama) LaDainian Crazy %% Beau Is Afraid (2023, Horror) Patti LuPone,
SHOW 51(851|318/545|pobert Ri'chard, Samuel L. Jackson. (P) |Gerran Howell. Thunder, Ashley Shelton, Jojo Bapteise Whiting. Amy Ryan, Joaquin Phoenix.
7 (4:20) % A Promise ('13) |¥* % Emma (1996, Romance) Jeremy Northam, |¥*%% The Duchess (2008, History) Ralph * Jane Eyre (1996, Drama) Charlotte % The Lesson ('23) Julie
™C 375(859/327(553 | Ropecca Hall. Toni Collette, Gwyneth Paltrow. Fiennes, Charlotte Rampling, Keira Knightley. Gainshourg, Joan Plowright, William Hurt. Delpy, Richard E. Grant.
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Anthony Edwards scores 44,
has spectacular last-second
block as Wolves beat Pacers

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Anthony
Edwards matched his season high with 44
points, made a tiebreaking 3-pointer with 1:11
remaining and came up with a spectacular
block at the buzzer to give the short-handed
Minnesota Timberwolves a 113-111 victory
over the Indiana Pacers on Thursday night.

Edwards soared to reject a last-second
layup by the Pacers’ Aaron Nesmith, hitting
his head on the rim as the buzzer sounded. He
yelled, flexed his muscles and chest-bumped
Rudy Gobert in celebration.

Gobert added 18 points and 14 rebounds
for the Timberwolves, who played without
All-Star Karl-Anthony Towns. Minnesota
moved into the top spot in the Western Con-
ference, one-half game ahead of Oklahoma
City.

Neither team led by more than five points
over the final 20 minutes, and Edwards scored
the final eight points for the Wolves.

Pascal Siakam scored 24 points and Tyrese
Haliburton added 23 points and 13 assists for
the Pacers, who trailed by 17 points in the
first half but led 104-103 on Siakam’s power-
ful dunk with 2 minutes left. Indiana has lost
three of four and is eighth in the East.

With Edwards in charge, Minnesota took
a 54-37 midway through the second quarter
only to see the Pacers cut the deficit to 60-49
at halftime.

Indiana then opened the second half on
19-4 run and finally took the lead on Myles
Turner’s dunk after a Minnesota turnover
made it 68-66 midway through the third.

From there, it was a back-and-forth game
until Edwards’ closing flurry.

Towns sat out with a sore left knee, and
Indiana also was short-handed. Starting guard
Bennedict Mathurin was out with a shoulder
injury and is expected to miss at least three
more games.

UPNEXT

Pacers: Visit Orlando on Sunday.

High School Calendar

THURSDAY, MARCH 7

No events scheduled.

FRIDAY, MARCH 8

No events scheduled.

SATURDAY, MARCH 9

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Norwell at Bulldog
Invite at Indiana Tech (Warrior Park), 10 a.m.

MONDAY, MARCH 11

No events scheduled.

TUESDAY, MARCH 12

No events scheduled.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13

No events scheduled.

THURSDAY, MARCH 14

No events scheduled.

FRIDAY, MARCH 15

TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Bluffton, Nor-
well at Taylor University Qualifier, 5:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 16

No events scheduled.

Nebraska women advance past
Purdue in Big Ten Tournament

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Jaz Shel-
ley had 19 points, seven assists and seven
rebounds to lead fifth-seeded Nebraska to
a 64-56 win over 12th-seeded Purdue in the
second round of the Big Ten Tournament on
Thursday.

The Cornhuskers (20-10) will take on
fourth-seeded Michigan State in Friday’s
quarterfinals. Nebraska won 80-74 at Michi-
gan State on Dec. 9.

Shelley was 6-of-12 shooting with four
3-pointers for Nebraska, which got 15
points from Callin Hake, nine in the fourth
quarter. Alexis Markowski added 12 points,
seven rebounds and six assists in Nebraska’s
third win over Purdue this season.

Sophie Swanson scored a career-high
25 points with seven 3-pointers on nine

attempts from the arc, including five in
the final quarter. Her seven 3s tied a Pur-
due freshman record. Abbey Ellis added
11 points and Jeanae Terry grabbed 11
rebounds for the Boilermakers (13-18).

Swanson hit a 3-pointer to open the
fourth quarter and tie the game then Nebras-
ka went on a 19-3 run for its largest lead of
16 with four minutes left. Consecutive 3s by
Swanson got the Boilermakers within eight
and her final 3 with 17 seconds left made it
62-56 before Hake sank two free throws.

Purdue led 12-7 after one quarter but was
tied 25-all at halftime on Shelley’s 3 with
three seconds remaining. Nebraska led by
as many as nine in the third quarter before a
6-0 Purdue run to end the quarter capped by
a Swanson 3 cut the lead to 40-37.

Oakland tops Purdue Fort Wayne
in Horizon League Tournament

ROCHESTER, Mich. (AP) — Rocket
Watts led Oakland over Purdue Fort Wayne
on Thursday night with 18 points off of the
bench in a 75-65 win in the Horizon League
Tournament.

Watts shot 7 of 10 from the field and 4
for 4 from the free-throw line for the Golden
Grizzlies (21-11). D.Q. Cole went 6 of 8
from the field (2 for 3 from 3-point range) to
add 14 points. Chris Conway finished 5 of 6
from the field to finish with 11 points, while
adding four blocks.

Rasheed Bello finished with 16 points
and five assists for the Mastodons (21-12).

Jalen Jackson added 15 points and two
steals for Purdue Fort Wayne. Anthony Rob-
erts also had 13 points.

Oakland took the lead with 16:45 left in
the first half and did not give it up. Cole led
their team in scoring with 14 points in the
first half to help put them ahead 38-27 at the
break. Oakland used a 9-0 run in the second
half to build a 23-point lead at 57-34 with
12:17 left in the half before finishing off the
win.

The Grizzlies play No. 7 seed Cleveland
State on Monday in the semifinals at Indi-
ana Farmers Coliseum in Indianapolis.

News-Banner Scoreboard

Louisville 58, Boston College 55
Mercer 67, ETSU 52
Miami 60, North Carolina 59

SPORTS

By ANDREW SELIGMAN
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — The Chicago Bears
and Pro Bowl cornerback Jaylon Johnson
agreed Thursday to a four-year, $76 million
contract that guarantees him $54 .4 million.

Two people familiar with the situation
confirmed the financial terms of the deal,
which was first reported by the NFL Net-
work. The people spoke to The Associ-
ated Press on the condition of anonymity
because the terms were not announced.

“We’re extremely excited to be able to
keep Jaylon here for the next four years,”
general manager Ryan Poles said in a

Bears, Pro Bowl CB Jaylon Johnson
agree to 4-year contract extension

statement. “He’s an integral part of our
defense and his leadership will help our
team continue to ascend.”

The move comes two days after the
Bears placed the franchise tag on Johnson.
He would have been due $19.8 million in
2024 had he not agreed to the extension
prior to the July 15 deadline. He had said
he wanted to remain with the Bears.

Johnson, who turns 25 in April, had
four interceptions and returned one for a
touchdown last season after picking off
one pass in his first three years. He had
10 passes defensed and forced one fumble
and was selected second-team All-Pro.

BASKETBALL Md.-Eastern Shore 67, Delaware
= o~ St. 59
High School Niagara 66, Siena 59
Qe s st
Regiona) Schedule UAB 100, Temple 72

East Chicago Central vs. Misha-
waka

Fort Wayne North Side vs. Fort
Wayne Wayne

Kokomo vs. Fishers

New Palestine vs. Ben Davis

Franklin Community vs. Center
Grove

Avon vs. Lawrence North

Jeffersonville vs. Evansville Har-
rison

3A

Peru vs. West Lafayette

Glenn vs. Suth Bend St. Joseph

Delta vs. Fort Wayne Concordia
Lutheran

Batesville vs. scottsburg

Northview vs. Danville

Guerin Catholic vs. Indianapolis
George Washington

Southridge vs. Evansville Bosse

2A

North Judson-San Pierre vs. 21st

Century — Gary
Wapahani vs. Tipton
Wabash vs. Westview
Fort Wayne Blackhawk Christian
vs. Lafayette Central Catholic
Switzerland County vs. Forest
Park
Irvington Prep vs. Park Tudor
Sullivan vs. Brownstown Central
Parke Heritage vs. Northeastern
1A

Marquette Catholic vs. DeMotte
Christian

Seton Catholic vs. Libery Christian

Tri-County vs. Elkhart Christian

Fort Wayne Canterbury vs. North
Vermillion

Bethesda Christian vs. Clay City

Oldenburg Academy vs. Green-
wood Christian

Christian Academy of Indiana vs.
Barr-Reeve

Trinity Lutheran vs. Evansville
Christian

College

Men’s Basketball Scores
Thursday, Mar. 7
EAST

Boston U. 70, Navy 61

Bucknell 80, American 57

Colgate 81, Holy Cross 64

Fairfield 74, Canisius 62

Lehigh 76, Lafayette 61

Manhattan 77, lona 60

SOUTH
Austin Peay 77, North Alabama 71
Belmont 86, Valparaiso 61
Catawba 80, Wingate 62
Clark Atlanta 54, Savannah St. 53
Flagler 76, Georgia College 64
Georgia Southern 76, South Ala-

bama 71

Lincoln Memorial 70, Carson-

Newman 65

Louisiana-Lafayette 80, Coastal

Carolina 66

Miles 66, Allen 51

Missouri St. 60, Murray St. 35

NC Central 79, SC State 68

North Georgia 58, Columbus St. 53

Nova Southeastern 124, Lynn 89

Stetson 88, Jacksonville 87

Texas St. 75, Southern Miss. 59
MIDWEST

Cleveland St. 82, Youngstown St.

70

Evansville 59, lllinois St. 53
Indianapolis 77, McKendree 68

N. Kentucky 99, Wright St. 97, OT
NW Missouri St. 80, Missouri West-

ern 52

Oakland 75, Fort Wayne 65
W. lllinois 61, Tennessee St. 59
Wisconsin 78, Rutgers 66
SOUTHWEST
Abilene Christian 64, Seattle 59
Arkansas Tech 67, Harding 65
Barry 73, Embry-Riddle (AZ) 71
SE Oklahoma 94, S. Arkansas 86
Stephen F. Austin 87, S. Utah 60
Texas-Arlington 71, Cal Baptist 57
Utah Valley St. 63, Tarleton St. 60
FAR WEST
Alaska-Anchorage 81, St. Martin’s

76

Azusa Pacific 56, Hawaii Pacific 55
Hawaii 72, CS Northridge 70
Hawaii Hilo 84, Biola 72
Pepperdine 102, Pacific 43

Utah Tech 79, Texas Rio Grande

Valley 74

Women'’s Basketball Scores
Thursday, Mar. 7
EAST
Maryland 75, lllinois 65
Penn St. 80, Wisconsin 56
Rhode Island 70, Dayton 57
SOUTH
Alcorn St. 63, MVSU 48
Auburn 67, Arkansas 48
Duke 70, Georgia Tech 58
Florida 62, Vanderbilt 59
Florida St. 70, Wake Forest 53

NC Central 73, SC State 54
Norfolk St. 59, Howard 53
Presbyterian 54, Charleston South-

ern 51

Radford 64, Winthrop 51
SC-Upstate 60, Longwood 37
SE Louisiana 68, Nicholls 62
Southern U. 61, Alabama St. 49
Stony Brook 71, Hampton 35
Tennessee 76, Kentucky 62
Texas A&M 72, Mississippi St. 56
UNC-Greensboro 64, Furman 44
UT Martin 79, Tennessee Tech 71
William & Mary 2, Northeastern 0
Wofford 66, Samford 45
MIDWEST
Belmont 77, Bradley 72
Cleveland St. 88, N. Kentucky 78
Drake 86, Evansville 53
E. lllinois 60, Tennessee St. 48
Fort Wayne 66, Detroit 35
Green Bay 94, Youngstown St. 57
lll. Chicago 65, Missouri St. 61
lllinois St. 85, Murray St. 75
Loyola Chicago 53, Fordham 52
N. lowa 91, Indiana St. 62
Nebraska 64, Purdue 56
S. lllinois 60, Valparaiso 51
Saint Louis 75, George Washington

8
Wright St. 70, Milwaukee 60

SOUTHWEST
Lamar 69, Houston Christian 47
Texas Tech 74, Houston 60
FAR WEST
Oregon St. 85, Colorado 79, 20T
San Diego 79, Pepperdine 64
Stanford 71, California 57

NBA
Thursday’s Games
Detroit 118, Brooklyn 112
Minnesota 113, Indiana 111
Dallas 114, Miami 108
Friday’s Games
Charlotte at Washington, 7 p.m.

New Orleans at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.

Minnesota at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Milwaukee at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

Thursday’s Games
Philadelphia 2, Florida 1
Columbus 4, Edmonton 2
Washington 6, Pittsburgh 0
New Jersey 4, St. Louis 1
Calgary 6, Tampa Bay 3

Jake Paul fight against Mike
Tyson is announced for July 20

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — Social
media star-turned-boxer Jake Paul will
fight former heavyweight champion Mike
Tyson on July 20 at AT&T Stadium, Netflix
announced Thursday.

The streaming platform will provide live
coverage of the bout between the 27-year-
old Paul and 57-year-old Tyson, who hasn’t
fought since he took on Roy Jones Jr. in
an exhibition in November 2020. Paul and
Tyson will be the main event of the first
combat sports show for Netflix in its recent
forays into live sports production.

It’s still uncertain whether this bout will
be staged as an actual pro fight or an exhi-
bition, particularly given the age of Tyson,
who will be 58 by July. The specifics still
must be approved by the Texas Department
of Licensing and Regulation, which regu-
lates boxing in the state.

Tyson posts workout videos on social
media in which he looks sharp in training,
but boxing is dangerous at any age. The Cal-
ifornia State Athletic Commission required
his bout against Jones to be an exhibition —
essentially a lively sparring session.

Paul built a significant fan following as
a YouTube influencer before he embarked
on a professional boxing career four years
ago. He has won nine of 10 fights with six
knockouts against mostly undistinguished
opponents, including several mixed martial
artists and a fellow YouTuber.

His only loss came last year to Tommy
Fury, the less-accomplished half brother of
WBC heavyweight champion Tyson Fury.

“My sights are set on becoming a world
champion, and now I have a chance to prove
myself against the greatest heavyweight
champion of the world, the baddest man on
the planet and the most dangerous boxer of
all time. Time to put Iron Mike to sleep,”
Paul wrote on X, formerly Twitter.

season when Lewis Hamilton joins Ferrari.

Jos Verstappen said over the weekend that his son’s
if Christian Horner remains in
charge after the Red Bull team principal’s alleged behav-
ior toward a team employee. The younger Verstappen

133

team will “ explode

said his father has always been outspoken.

“He is not a liar, that’s for sure,” Max Verstappen said
in comments reported by the UK-based Press Associa-
tion ahead of this weekend’s Saudi Arabian Grand Prix.

Last week, the team’s parent company dismissed a
complaint of alleged misconduct by Horner toward an
unidentified team employee. A day later, a file alleged to
contain evidence against Horner was emailed to nearly
200 people in the F1 paddock, including Liberty Media,

F1, the FIA, the other nine team principals
media outlets.

Horner has denied any wrongdoing and remained in
place for season-opening Bahrain Grand Prix, which fea-
tured a dominating win by Verstappen. Jos Verstappen’s

comments came after the race.

Verstappen, in pursuit of his fourth straight F1 cham-
pionship, said he wants “a quiet environment where
everyone is happy to work.” The Dutch driver is under
contract with Red bull until 2028 but said Hamilton’s
surprise switch from Mercedes to Ferrari — in 2025 —

is proof that anything can happen.

“Nobody would have seen that Lewis would move to
Ferrari,” Verstappen said. “You never know in general
life what happens, or comes to you, or happens around
you or what might influence you, so you can never say
100% that that is how it is going to be, and that is the

way I approach my life.

“But I am very relaxed and very happy at the team
and the performance is there, so there is no reason to

leave.”

F1 " ax Verstéppe
defends his father
after Horner criticism

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Three-time defend-
ing Formula 1 champion Max Verstappen defended his
father amid turmoil at Red Bull and addressed specula-
tion Wednesday that he could switch to Mercedes next

“Iron Mike” Tyson was the undisputed
world heavyweight champion from 1987-
90. He retired in 2005 after winning 50
fights, 44 by knockout. His entertaining
exhibition bout with Jones was unofficially
ruled a draw.

“I'm very much looking forward to
stepping into the ring with Jake Paul at the
AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas,” said
Tyson, who was in the crowd in Saudi Ara-
bia last year when Paul lost to Fury. “He’s
grown significantly as a boxer over the
years, so it will be a lot of fun to see what
the will and ambition of a ‘kid’ can do with
the experience and aptitude of a GOAT. It’s
a full circle moment that will be beyond
thrilling to watch; as I started him off on
his boxing journey on the undercard of my
fight with Roy Jones and now I plan to fin-
ish him.”

Paul had his second pro bout on the
undercard of the Tyson-Jones fight, knock-
ing out former NBA player Nate Robinson.
His most recent fight was last Saturday,
when he stopped journeyman professional
boxer Ryan Bourland.

Paul has gradually raised his level of
competition in recent years while pursuing
his dream of fighting for a real world title.
A bout against the still-revered Tyson would
be a sidestep on that quest, but still his high-
est-profile stage yet.

Paul’s company, Most Valuable Promo-
tions, is partnering with Netflix to stage the
show.

The fight card at the Dallas Cowboys’
home stadium will be the third venture
into live sporting events for Netflix, which
staged a golf/auto racing crossover event
last November. Last weekend, the stream-
ing giant held The Netflix Slam, an exhibi-
tion tennis match between Rafael Nadal and
Carlos Alcaraz in Las Vegas.
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Motorcycle
Sound
i Systems

9 Noddord fosgate.
lq (260) 724-2276

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
[re=mre— % block west of U.S. 27 North

PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!”
260-824-9149

and multiple

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

ﬂ% Discontinued

Closeout Tires

and Compare...
‘\; Then come
SN to Hiday.
[t'll be like watching the sun
come out after the rain.

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM
1791 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1931 » 888-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

\

Its OK to Shop

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

260-824-0900 * 800-824-0901

) |Service with a Smile!

g

.‘/l

L

Barry Scott Mark Foreman Marion Wells
Service Manager Service Consultant  Service Consultant

Hiday Motors

Y 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton « 824-0900




SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku

3

9

»

9

&)
oo

o

00
O

&)

N

AN

oo

~
o))

N

1

©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

3

Difficulty: k% %

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

3/8

Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and physiological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Pre-Applica-
tion can be found on our web-
site at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.

Once pre-application is com-
pleted, details on the paper
application will be emailed to
the applicant. Return complet-
ed paper application to 1615
W Western Ave, Bluffton, Indi-
ana 46714 Attn: Chief Deputy
Randy Steele no later than
12:00 pm on March 15, 2024.

HELOISE HINT: When prepar-
ing yourself for a job interview.
Study the company, and be
ready to talk about relevant
qualifications and experience.
You should be able to clearly
explain why you want the posi-
tion and why you want to work
for the company. Email HELO-
ISE@Heloise.com.

Public

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING
MARCH 14 - 10 a.m. EST -
Clemens and Carol Burger,
owners. Ken-Bar Tool & Engi-
neering Company liquidation!
Over 300 lots. 2016 GMC Sier-
ra, 2005 Chevrolet 3500 cargo
van, 2008 Mercury Grand Mar-
quis, CNC machines, mills,
lathes, ladders, grinders, saws,
tooling, tools, more! Preview
March 11, 10 a.m.-noon, 3121
S. Walnut St., Muncie, call for
information. Pickup March
18 and 19, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
large items can be picked up
by appointment only up to 10
days. Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
kjauction.com.

MARCH 14 - 6 p.m. - Denver
Neuenschwander Estate,
sellers. Lehman Park, 212
Park Ave., Berne. 135+/- acres
available. Selling in 3 tracts, as
a combination or whole unit.
Tract 1: 39+/- acres along SR
116, tillable/woods. Tract 2:
48+/- acres along 1000 S, till-
able. Tract 3: 48+/- acres along
1000 S, tillable. Heartland Auc-
tion & Realty, Inc., 260-724-
3499, heartlandauctionrealty.
com.

MARCH 17-25 - (Online Only
Auction) - Various consign-
ors, seller. Antiques, primi-
tives, Lionel trains and train
items, modern furniture, vin-
tage advertising, household
items, patio furniture. Auction
Preview: March 19 and March
21 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 118
East Craig St., Ossian, IN. The
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
MARCH 23 - 10 a.m. - Various
owners represented. Loca-
tion: Farmers Grain & Ag LLC,
1257 St. Rd. 33, Willshire, OH.
Tractors, combines, heads &
carts, harvest equip., Grain
carts, wagons, trucks, trail-
ers, pickups, construction,
manure equipment, livestock
equipment, hay equipment,
planters, no-till drills, sprayers,

NH3 bars, farm related, mis-
cellaneous, mowers & ATVs,
toys, native lumber. Questions,
call: Farmers Grain & Ag, LLC,
419-495-2338. Auction manag-
ers: Ritter Cox, 800-451-2709,
260-609-3306 & Tim Kreider,
260-413-8008. Schrader Real
Estate and Auction Company,
Inc., 260-244-7606, 800-451-
2709, SchraderAuction.com.
MARCH 23-30 - (Online Only
Auction) - The Estate of
Sandra McCay and others,
seller. 2007 Dodge Caliber
SXT sedan, 1999 Ford F250
with dump bed, 2013 12’ util-
ity trailer, primitives, Turn of the
Century cast iron riding horse,
quilts, large qty. of crocks,
antique furniture, Fenton, Car-
nival and other glassware. Pre-
view: March 21, March 28 from
3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 816 S. 11th
Street, Decatur, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006,
www.steffengrp.com.

APRIL 7-14 - (Online Only
Auction) - Unique Blue Bar
and Grill (Formerly Stag
Bar), seller. Ongoing needs.
Outstanding collection of beer
signs, neon signs, beer taps,
collectibles, tools, much more.
Preview: April 4 and April 11
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 205 W.
Market St., Bluffton, IN. The
Steffen Group Inc., http://www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
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Classifieds

Place Your Ad 24/7: o 7o www.news-banner.com Anp cLick on “Classifieds”
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Lottery Numbers Help Wanted

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 13-18-19-21-
36

Cashd4Life — 31-34-40-
51-60, Cash Ball: 01

Quick Draw Midday —
11-13-14-15-21-25-28-32-
34-38-49-53-58-62-63-64-
68-73-78-80, BE: 63

Daily Three-Midday —
09-06-07, SB: 05

Daily Three-Evening —
00-01-01, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday —
00-04-07-05, SB: 05

Daily Four-Evening —
09-03-09-00, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening
— 05-14-20-24-29-34-39-
44-46-47-50-53-56-57-58-
64-68-71-75-77, BE: 05

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $6.1 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Friday): $687 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Saturday): $521 million

Help Wanted

LA I

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

Need more
employees!

A 20 word, line classified in
the Bluffton News-Banner
for amonth is $52.
Contact the office at 125
N. Johnson St., 824-0224,
or submit on-line at
classifieds.news-banner.
com.

Public Notice

TO THE OWNERS OF THE
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
NOTICE
OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of
a decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Wells Superior Court of
Wells County, Indiana, in Cause
No.: 90C01-2308-MF-000016,
wherein PennyMac Loan Services,
LLC, was Plaintiff, and Nathan T.
Nusbaumer, Nichole S. Nusbaum-
er, was/were Defendant(s), requir-
ing me to make the sum as provid-
ed for in said Decree with interest
and cost, | will expose at public
sale to the highest bidder, on the
10th day of April, 2024, at the hour
of 1:00PM or as soon thereafter
as is possible, at 1525 E. Corning
Road, Bluffton, IN 46714, the fee
simple of the whole body of Real
Estate in Wells County, Indiana.

Lot Numbered Six (6) as
known and designated on the
recorded plat of Sunnyglenn
Estates, an addition to the City of
Bluffton, reference being had to
Plat Book 4, page 43, Wells Coun-
ty, Indiana Records.

More Commonly Known As:
228 Columbian Avenue, Bluffton,
IN 46714

90-08-05-512-006.000-004

Together with rents, issues,
income, and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without relief
from valuation or appraisement
laws.

Jennifer L. Snook
MARINOSCI LAW GROUP, P.C.
455 West Lincolnway, Ste. B,
Valparaiso, IN 46385
Telephone: (219) 386-4700
Sheriff of Wells County
City of Bluffton
228 Columbian Avenue
Bluffton, IN 46714
Street Address
The Sheriff's Department
does not warrant the
accuracy of the street
address published herein
Type of Service: Personal
SERVICE DIRECTED TO:
Nathan T. Nusbaumer
228 Columbian Avenue
Bluffton, IN 46714

Nichole Nusbaumer
228 Columbian Avenue
Bluffton, IN 46714
NOTICE: MARINOSCI LAW
GROUP, P.C. IS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR. THIS IS AN ATTEMPT
TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
nb 3/8, 3/15, 3/22
hspaxip

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-

hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to

wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West
Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to
prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD
products from AceWellness.
We guarantee highest qual-
ity, most competitive pricing on
CBD products. Softgels, Oils,
Skincare, Vape & more. Cou-
pon Code: PRINT20 Call Now
833-226-3105 (1)

March

IR

00DS &

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-
VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

RENTALS

Wanted to Rent

SMALL BUILDING FOR an-
tique restoration project west
of Bluffton, south of Uniondale.
Approximately a two year
project. Access to electricity
needed. Call 386-965-3191.

WE ACCEPT

NOTICE

HAVING AN UPCOMING
event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office
at 260-824-0224 or 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN, or
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

7
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Now Seeking: Full-Time Housekeeper

Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking a Full-Time, 1st Shift
Housekeeper to work Monday-Friday with a minimal
weekend commitment. Prior experience in housekeeping is
preferred. Seeking candidates who are at least 18+ years of
age. Position eligible for insurance benefits, Paid Time Off
(PT0), and 403(b) Retirement Plan participation.

N

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist
Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711
oremail: careers@swissvillage.org
EOE

/
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

/e/v (/ Hlack

Assoclates

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:

+ FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

+ Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

1':':__ & OFFIcE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market » Bluffton, IN

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

IsGARAGE DOOR

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- e
Home Healthcare. ||\I|IM| NAELA

o endm B L e, .
WEMEER.

As your guide through
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN
ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning
« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON
THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on Ei for our Events.

128 S Jounson ST. ©824-0455

.Home Remodel and Repair

k} "\Q Locally

/ = Owned

'ﬂpaw Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced

Concrete « Doors

Windows « Painting

Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican | pREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

Seamless
Sure-Flo®:i:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. . Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

- Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding
» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
» Storm Damage

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Qil!
B Warren Tﬁamcy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St.,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN

Camelot Quto LILC

Get Cash NOW
260-307-1302

e %uy yunk’@ars

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

—
== 824-1846
*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
+*Video Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

For as Ilttle as

Increase your business with regul

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER

; Call
Plus The Ossian Journal
824-0224 or
Every Week!
I PER ISSUE 622-4108

. you can keep your name in the public eye!

Every Dug!

Apr. deadline is
Tues., Mar. 26!

ar advertising!

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

« 1& 2 Bedrooms

= Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

- Private Entrances
- Water Included

260824.5280

For those 62 + or

TDD: 7-1-1 disabled, regardless
of age.
as




Page 8 - The News-Banner - FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2024

Uvalde parents angered by new report that clears police of missteps

UVALDE, Texas (AP)
— An investigation Uval-
de city leaders ordered
into the Robb Elementary
School shooting that killed
19 students and two teach-
ers defended the response
by local police at a City
Council meeting Thursday,
prompting shouts of “cow-
ards” from the audience and
causing several family mem-
bers of the victims to angrily
walk out of the meeting.

The report acknowledged
wide failures by police dur-
ing the 2022 attack and reit-
erated rippling missteps that
the Justice Department and
state lawmakers have previ-
ously laid bare. Nearly 400
law enforcement agents,
including Uvalde Police
Department officers, rushed
to the scene of the shoot-
ing but waited more than an
hour to confront a teenage
gunman armed with an AR-
style rifle.

But an investigator hired
by Uvalde officials found
that the city’s officers did
not deserve punishment,
and in some cases, praised
their actions during one
of the deadliest classroom
shootings in U.S. history.
The presentation prompted
an eruption of anger among

some of the victims’ family
members, who also scolded
the investigator for leaving
the room before they had a
chance to address him.

“You said they did it in
good faith. You call that
good faith? They stood there
77 minutes,” said Kimberly
Mata-Rubio, whose daugh-
ter was among those killed
in the attack, after the pre-
sentation ended.

Jesse Prado, an Austin-
based investigator and for-
mer police detective who
made the report for the
Uvalde City Council, began
his presentation by describ-
ing the failures by respond-
ing local, state and federal
officers at the scene that day:
communication problems,
poor training for live shooter
situations, lack of available
equipment and delays on
breaching the classroom.

“There were problems all
day long with communica-
tion and lack of it. The offi-
cers had no way of knowing
what was being planned,
what was being said,” Prado
said. “If they would have
had a ballistic shield, it
would have been enough to
get them to the door.”

The city’s report is just
one of several probes into

the massacre, including the
Justice Department report
in January that criticized
the “cascading failures” of
responding law enforce-
ment.

Law enforcement took
more than an hour to get
inside the classroom and kill
the gunman, even as chil-
dren inside the classrooms
called 911, begging police
to rescue them.

But Prado said his review
showed that officers showed
“immeasurable strength”
and “level-headed thinking”
as they faced fire from the
shooter and refrained from
shooting into a darkened
classroom.

“They were being shot at
from eight feet away from
the door,” Prado said.

Prado also said the
families who rushed to the
school hampered efforts
to set up a chain of com-
mand as they had to conduct
control with parents try-
ing to get in the building or
pleading with officers to go
inside.

“At times they were diffi-
cult to control,” Prado said.
They were wanting to break
through police barriers.”

Family members erupted
when Prado briefly left after

Rugar is a three-year-old,
Texas Heeler, neutered
male. He will do best in an
only dog home.

or toy sucking.

information call 824-6063.

" A Talk with Tego

Carter is a two-year-old,
tabby, neutered male.

Tego’s Tips: Some dogs don’t out grow blanket, bed

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For more

Cash is a two-year-old,
tiger striped, neutered
male.

his presentation.

“Bring him back!” sev-
eral of them shouted.

Prado returned and sat
and listened when victims’
families cried and criticized
the report, the council and
the responding officers.

“My daughter was left
for dead,” Ruben Zamorra
said. “These police officers
signed up to do a job. They
didn’t do it.”

A criminal investigation
by Uvalde District Attorney
Christina Mitchell’s office
into the law enforcement
response in the May 2022
shooting remains open. A
grand jury was summoned
earlier this year and some
law enforcement officials
have already been asked to
testify.

Tensions remain high
between Uvalde city offi-
cials and the local prosecu-
tor, while the community
of more than 15,000, about
85 miles southwest of San
Antonio, is plagued with
trauma and divided over
accountability.

Uvalde City Council

member Hector Luevano
said he was “embarrassed”
and “insulted” by the city’s
report.

“These families deserve
more. This community
deserves more,” Luevano
said. “I don’t accept this
report.”

The city report comes
after a nearly 600-page
report by the Department
of Justice in January found
massive failures by law
enforcement, including act-
ing with “no urgency” to
establish a command post,
assuming the subject was
barricaded despite ongoing
gunfire, and communicating
inaccurate information to
grieving families.

“Had law enforcement
agencies followed generally
accepted practices in active
shooter situations and gone
right after the shooter and
stopped him, lives would
have been saved and people
would have survived,” U.S.
Attorney General Merrick
Garland said when the fed-
eral report was released.

The DOJ reported that

48 minutes after the shooter
entered the school, UPD
Acting Chief Mariano Par-
gas “continued to provide
no direction, command or
control to personnel.”

The city report notes
the agency’s SWAT team
had not trained consistently
since before the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020. Three
UPD officers who were
present in the hallway dur-
ing the shooting “were the
leadership of the SWAT
team and had the most expe-
rience with Uvalde PD.”

Texas Republican
Gov. Greg Abbott initially
praised the law enforcement
response, saying the reason
the shooting was “not worse
is because law enforcement
officials did what they do.”
He claimed that officers had
run toward gunfire to save
lives.

But in the weeks fol-
lowing the shooting, that
story changed as informa-
tion released through media
reports and lawmakers’ find-
ings illustrated the botched
law enforcement response.

SELECT

SCREENING DATES

PRE-REGISTER
FOR KINDERGARTEN

JOIN THE BHMSD FAMILY!

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
WWW.BHMSD.ORG

2024-2025
KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION
BLUFFTON-HARRISON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
1:00PM - 6:30PM
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13

BHMSD WELCOMES INCOMING STUDENTS AND
FAMILIES FROM ALL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

ALL STUDENTS AGE 5 BY AUGUST 1,
ELIGIBLE TO ATTEND KINDERGARTEN IN THE FALL.

ADMINISTRATORS

OFFICE: (260) 824-0333

2024, ARE

MEET THE

ASK
QUESTIONS

We believe

LOCAL AGRICULTURE EXPERTS
MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

e AG OPERATING LINE OF CREDIT

e [NVENTORY LOANS

e CONSTRUCTION & EQUIPMENT LOANS
e GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED LOANS

e LIVESTOCK LENDING
e CROP INSURANCE

FARM FINANCIAL CONSULTING
FARM REAL ESTATE LOANS

AEERI M Bt rn

Eaa s b2 SR FEY

First Bank
of Berne

FirstBankofBerne.com




