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Health officer resignation agreement released
By HOLLY GASKILL

Nearly two weeks after the 
county’s initial joint statement, 
more details have been made 
available regarding the agreement 
between the Wells County Board 
of Health, Wells County Health 
Department and the local health 
officer.

The joint statement announced 

that Health Officer Dr. Kay John-
son had voluntarily resigned, but 
would continue her duties until 
a new doctor was appointed and 
thereafter as a “consultant to the 
board.” The Board of Health had 
initiated the removal of Johnson, 
who has served as health officer 
since 2010, on Dec. 6. 

This consultant role will be uti-

lized at “any reasonable time for 
consultation at the sole discretion 
and request of the President of the 
(Board of Health)”, as outlined in 
the agreement. The role will be 
compensated at the same rate and 
duration that would have been due 
through Johnson’s term as health 
officer, subject to her fulfillment 
of the agreement. According to the 
approved 2024 budget, the health 
officer is budgeted to receive 

$19,693 annually. 
Johnson was most recently 

appointed to a four-year term 
in 2022. Payment will continue 
through April 30, 2026. 

The board has agreed to take no 
further action against Johnson but 
retains the power to vote on her 
removal should the terms of the 
agreement be violated. Johnson 
has also agreed to not apply for 
any county vacancies in the future, 

including the recently posted 
vacancy for a local health officer.

Neither party has admitted 
wrongdoing through the agree-
ment, but both parties desired a 
“mutually beneficial conclusion” 
and to avoid “further public hear-
ing, appeals, and other potential 
litigation.”

On Dec. 19, the Wells County 
Superior Court granted Johnson 

Johnson to be paid through 2026

(Continued on Page 2)

Leap Day learners
Bluffton-Harrison Elementary 

School held a “Leap Into a Good 
Book” storytime for Leap Day on 

Thursday. Special guest Jerry 
Amstutz, affectionately called 
“Uncle Jerry” by the students, 

read “The True Story of the Three 
Little Pigs.” Amstutz was also 

celebrating a special 17th Leap 
Day birthday, and, shown right, 

kindergarten students took a turn 
guessing how “old” Amstutz was 
turning. (Photos by Holly Gaskill) 

By SYDNEY KENT
A 19-year-old from Bluffton received less than the advi-

sory sentence after he sold enough fentanyl pills to kill 
9,550 people. 

Malvern G. Bozarth was sentenced to 15 years in prison 
with 12 years executed during his hearing in the Wells Cir-
cuit Court last week. In December, Bozarth pled guilty to 
one count of dealing a narcotic drug in 10 or more grams, a 
Level 2 felony, and one count of possession of a firearm, a 
Level 4 felony. 

According to the probable cause affidavit, the charges 
stem from a drug deal between Bozarth and a confidential 
informant, or CI, in late April 2023. In less than four min-
utes,  Bozarth sold 19.9 grams of fentanyl pills to the infor-
mant for $1,000. 

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is 50 to 100 times 
more potent than heroin or morphine — 2 milligrams is a 
lethal dose to an average adult. 

Over 500 pills were reportedly in Bozarth’s possession 
at the time the deal was arranged, according to the infor-
mant, and more pills were seen in his apartment. A string of 

Bluffton man is 
sentenced after 
selling fentanyl

20 years of books

Congress avoids shutdown with extension
By KEVIN FREKING 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Congress 

passed another short-term spending 
measure Thursday that would keep 
one set of federal agencies operat-
ing through March 8 and another set 
through March 22, avoiding a shut-
down for parts of the federal govern-
ment that would otherwise kick in Sat-
urday. The bill now goes to President 
Joe Biden to be signed into law.

The short-term extension is the 
fourth in recent months, and many 
lawmakers expect it to be the last for 
the current fiscal year. House Speaker 
Mike Johnson said negotiators had 

completed six of the annual spending 
bills that fund federal agencies and had 
“almost final agreement on the others.”

“We’ll get the job done,” Johnson 
said as he exited a closed-door meeting 
with Republican colleagues.

The House acted first Thursday. 
The vote to approve the extension was 
320-99. It easily cleared the two-thirds 
majority needed for passage. Demo-
crats overwhelmingly voted to avert 
a partial shutdown. But the vote was 
much more divided with Republicans, 
113 in support and 97 against.

The Senate then took up the bill and 
approved it during an evening vote of 
77-13.

“When we pass this bill, we will 
have, thank God, avoided a shutdown 
with all its harmful effects on the 
American people,” Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer said moments 
before the vote.

Next week, the House and Senate 
are expected to take up a package of 
six spending bills and get them to the 
president before March 8. Then, law-
makers would work to fund the rest of 
the government by the new March 22 
deadline.

At the end of the process, Congress 
is expected to have approved more 
than $1.6 trillion in spending for the 

By JONATHAN SNYDER
United Way of Wells County is celebrating its 20th anni-

versary partnering with Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library 
with a fundraiser goal of $15,000. 

Imagination Library donates books to every child in 
Wells County who signs up. They are mailed one age-appro-
priate book every month from the day they sign up until 
they are five years old. 

“I’ve never found a kid yet that didn’t enjoy a book,” said 
Pamela Beckford, who started the partnership with Imagina-
tion Library. “They want to look at the pictures, they want to 
turn the pages, (and) they want somebody to read to them. 
It’s a great bonding experience between parents and chil-
dren.”

From paperboard books to early childhood learning 
books, Imagination Library has a wide selection of titles 
given to children. While Wells County cannot control what 
books are mailed, Renkenberger stated that the Imagination 
Library keeps books on a rotation so that no kid gets the 
same book twice.

“Their very first book is always the same, and the last 
book they get is the same,” said Office Assistant Maribeth 
Harder. The first book is titled “The Little Engine That 
Could”, and the last is “Look Out Kindergarten, Here I 
Come.”

Imagination Library serves counties, towns and cities 
throughout the U.S., Canada, United Kingdom, Ireland and 

Career U.S. diplomat admits to spying for communist Cuba 
By JOSHUA GOODMAN 

and JIM MUSTIAN
 Associated Press

MIAMI (AP) — A former 
career U.S. diplomat told a fed-
eral judge Thursday he will plead 
guilty to charges of working for 
decades as a secret agent for com-
munist Cuba, an unexpectedly 
swift resolution to a case prosecu-
tors called one of the most brazen 
betrayals in the history of the U.S. 

foreign service.
Manuel Rocha’s stunning fall 

from grace could culminate in 
a lengthy prison term after the 
73-year-old said he would admit to 
federal counts of conspiring to act 
as an agent of a foreign govern-
ment.

Prosecutors and Rocha’s 
attorney indicated the plea deal 
includes an agreed-upon sentence 
but they did not disclose details 

at a hearing Thursday. He is due 
back in court April 12, when he is 
scheduled to formalize his guilty 
plea and be sentenced.

“I am in agreement,” said 
Rocha, shackled at the hands and 
ankles, when asked by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Beth Bloom if he 
wished to change his plea to guilty. 
Prosecutors, in exchange, agreed 
to drop 13 counts including wire 
fraud and making false statements.

The brief hearing shed no 
new light on the question that 
has proved elusive since Rocha’s 
arrest in December: What exact-
ly did he do to help Cuba while 
working at the State Department 
for two decades? That included 
stints as ambassador to Bolivia 
and top posts in Argentina, Mexi-
co, the White House and the U.S. 
Interests Section in Havana.

“Ambassador Rocha,” as he 

preferred to be called, was well 
known among Miami’s elite for 
his aristocratic, almost regal, 
bearing befitting his Ivy League 
background. His post-government 
career included time as a special 
adviser to the commander of the 
U.S. Southern Command and 
more recently as a tough-talking 
Donald Trump supporter and Cuba 
hardliner, a persona friends and 

(Continued on Page 2)

Wells County United Way celebrates 
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prosecutors say Rocha adopted to hide his true allegiances.
Peter Lapp, who oversaw FBI counterintelligence against 

Cuba between 1998 and 2005, said the fast resolution of the 
case benefits not only the elderly Rocha but also the govern-
ment, which stands to learn a lot about Cuba’s penetration of 
U.S. foreign policy circles.

Typically in counterintelligence cases, the defendant 
is charged with espionage. But Rocha was accused of the 
lesser crimes of acting as a foreign agent, which carry maxi-
mum terms of between five and 10 years in prison, making 
it easier for prosecutors and Rocha to reach an agreement.

“It’s a win-win for both sides,” said Lapp, who led the 
investigation into Ana Montes, the highest-level U.S. offi-
cial ever convicted of spying for Cuba. “He gets a signifi-
cant payoff and the chance to see his family again, and the 
U.S. will be able to conduct a full damage assessment that it 
wouldn’t be able to do without his cooperation.”

“There are details that can really only come from the 
defendant,” he added.

But the abrupt deal drew criticism in the Cuban exile 
community, with some legal observers worrying it amount-
ed to a slap on the wrist.

“Any sentence that allows him to see the light of day 
again would not be justice,” said Carlos Trujillo, a Miami 
attorney who served as U.S. Ambassador to the Organization 
of American States during the Trump administration. “He’s a 
spy for a foreign adversary who put American lives at risk.”

A Justice Department spokesman declined to comment.
Rocha was arrested by the FBI at his Miami home on 

allegations he had engaged in “clandestine activity” on 
Cuba’s behalf since at least 1981 — the year he joined the 
U.S. foreign service — including by meeting with Cuban 
intelligence operatives and providing false information to 
U.S. government officials about his contacts.

Rocha made a series of recorded admissions to an under-
cover FBI agent who posed as a Cuban intelligence opera-
tive who reached out to Rocha on WhatsApp, calling him-
self “Miguel” and saying he had a message “from your 
friends in Havana.”

Rocha praised the late Cuban leader Fidel Castro as 
“Comandante,” branded the U.S. the “enemy” and bragged 
about his service for more than 40 years as a Cuban mole in 
the heart of U.S. foreign policy circles, prosecutors said in 
court records.

“What we have done … it’s enormous … more than a 
Grand Slam,” he was quoted as saying.

Federal authorities have said little about what Rocha 
actually did to aid Cuba, and FBI and State Department 
investigators have been conducting a confidential intelli-
gence damage assessment that could take years.

But a recent Associated Press investigation found there 
were plenty of missed red flags over the years.

Those included a tip that a longtime CIA operative received 
warning in 2006 that Rocha was working as a double agent. It 
was never pursued. And separate intelligence revealed that the 
CIA had been aware as early as 1987 that Castro had a “super 
mole” burrowed deep inside the U.S. government, and some 
officials suspected it could have been Rocha.

fiscal year that began Oct. 
1. That amount is roughly 
in line with the previous fis-
cal year and is what former 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
negotiated with the White 
House last year before eight 
disgruntled Republican law-
makers joined with Demo-
crats a few months later and 
voted to oust him from the 
position.

Some of the House’s 
most conservative members 
wanted deeper cuts for non-
defense programs than that 
agreement allowed through 
its spending caps. They 
also sought an array of pol-
icy changes that Democrats 
opposed. They were hoping 
the prospect of a shutdown 
could leverage more conces-
sions.

“Last I checked, the 
Republicans actually have 
a majority in the House of 
Representatives, but you 
wouldn’t know it if you 
looked at our checkbook 
because we are all too will-
ing to continue the policy 
choices of Joe Biden and the 
spending levels of Nancy 
Pelosi,” said Rep. Matt 
Gaetz, R-Fla.

But Rep. Chuck Fleis-
chmann, R-Tenn., coun-
tered before the vote that 
shutdowns are damaging 
and encouraged lawmakers 
to vote for the short-term 
extension.

“I want the American 
people to know, Mr. Speak-
er, that this negotiation has 
been difficult, but to close 
the government down at a 

time like this would hurt 
people who should not be 
hurt,” Fleischmann said.

The split within the GOP 
conference on spending 
and their tiny House major-
ity bogged down the efforts 
to get the bills passed on a 
timely basis. With the Sen-
ate also struggling to com-
plete work on all 12 appro-
priations bills, lawmakers 
have resorted to a series of 
short-term measures to keep 
the government funded.

Republican leadership 
said that the broader funding 
legislation being teed up for 
votes in March would lead 
to spending cuts for many 
nondefense agencies. By 
dividing the spending bill up 
into chunks, they are hoping 
to avoid an omnibus bill — 
a massive, all-encompassing 
bill that lawmakers gener-
ally had little time to digest 
or understand before voting 
on it. Republicans vowed 
there would be no omnibus 
this time.

“When you take away 
Defense and Veterans 
Affairs, the rest of the agen-
cies are going to be see-
ing spending cuts in many 
cases,” said House Majority 
Leader Steve Scalise, R-La. 
“There are also some poli-
cy changes that we pushed 
through the House that will 
be in the final product. Of 
course, some of those are 
still being negotiated.”

The temporary extension 
funds the departments of 
Agriculture, Transportation, 
Interior and others through 
March 8. It funds the Pen-

tagon, Homeland Security, 
Health and Human Services 
and the State Department 
through March 22.

While congressional 
leaders have said they’ve 
reached final agreement 
on what will be in the first 
package of spending bills 
voted on next week, there’s 
still room for an impasse on 
the second package to be 
voted on later in the month.

“We are working in a 
divided government. That 
means to get anything done, 
we have to work together, in 
good faith to reach reason-
able outcomes,” said Sen. 
Patty Murray, the Demo-
cratic chair of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee.

The renewed focus on 
this year’s spending bills 
doesn’t include the separate, 
$95.3 billion aid package 
that the Senate approved 
for Ukraine, Israel and Tai-
wan earlier this month, with 
much of that money being 
spent in the U.S. to replen-
ish America’s military arse-
nal. The bill also contained 
about $9 billion in humani-
tarian assistance for civil-
ians in Gaza and the West 
Bank, Ukraine and other 
war zones.

Biden summoned con-
gressional leaders to the 
White House on Tuesday, 
during which he and oth-
ers urged Johnson to also 
move forward with the aid 
package. Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer said 
the U.S. can’t afford to wait 
months to provide more mil-
itary assistance to Ukraine, 
which is running short of 
the arms and ammunition 
necessary to repel Russia’s 
military invasion.

“We’ve got a lot of pri-
orities before us, but we 
have to get the government 
funded and secure our bor-
der and then we’ll address 
everything else,” Johnson 
told reporters upon exiting 
his meeting with GOP col-
leagues.

Democrats urged quicker 
action on Ukraine as the 
temporary spending bill was 
debated.

“Without swift action, 
the legacy of this Congress 
will be the destruction of 
Ukraine, the appeasement of 
a dictator, and the abandon-
ment of starving children 
and ailing families,” said 
Rep. Rosa DeLauro, the 
top Democrat on the House 
Appropriations Committee.
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Health officer resignation Weather
Friday, March 1, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:13 p.m. Thursday)
High: 40; Low: 20; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.03  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 47. South wind 5 

to 10 mph. 
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 38. South 

wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high near 57. South wind 

5 to 10 mph. 
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 42. 

South wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 66.
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 52.
Monday: A 20% chance of rain after 1 p.m. Mostly 

sunny, with a high near 71.
Monday Night: Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 51. Chance of precipitation is 70%.
Tuesday: A chance of rain, with thunderstorms also 

possible after 1 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 59. 
Chance of precipitation is 50%.

Tuesday Night: A 30% chance of rain and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 37.
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an emergency temporary 
restraining order against 
the Board of Health and its 
members at the time, Chris 
Esterling, Steve Bales, Tom 
Longenberger, Dr. Mary 
Donley, Molly Hoag and 
Ann McNabb. Johnson had 
filed the request on Dec. 
18, preceding the original 
date of the public hear-
ing for her removal, 8 a.m. 
Dec. 20. 

The filed complaint 
states Johnson was unable to 
attend the scheduled hearing 
due to a previously planned 
commitment to see and treat 
patients in Paoli, Indiana. 
Johnson’s legal counsel sent 
a letter notifying of this con-
flict, and the county report-
edly refused to reschedule. 
The emergency temporary 

restraining order effectively 
postponed the hearing.

In the court’s order, Judge 
Kenton Kiracofe, appointed 
in Judge Andrew Antrim’s 
place, wrote, “The parties 
are ordered to meet and 
confer to determine a mutu-
ally available date and time 
for the rescheduling of said 
Due Process Hearing.” The 
public hearing was later 
rescheduled for 5 p.m. Jan. 
10. 

County Attorney Ted 
Storer filed for the dismissal 
of the temporary restrain-
ing order on Jan. 18, citing 
that the reason for its place-
ment was no longer relevant. 
Kiracofe granted this request 
on Feb. 1.

Johnson will no lon-
ger pursue the temporary 
restraining order nor sue 

for any claim included in 
the agreement. Both par-
ties have also agreed not to 
make any publicly disparag-
ing comments regarding the 
others’ roles.

Immediately following 
the release of the joint state-
ment, Johnson called the 
agreement “fair and ami-
cable” and that “everyone 
is happy with the outcome.” 
Commissioner President Jeff 
Stringer expressed a similar 
statement. 

Since the announcement 
of the agreement on Feb. 
15, The News-Banner made 
several requests to relevant 
county parties, including 
Health Department Admin-
istrator Sahara Wall, Audi-
tor Lisa McCormick, Public 
Information Officer LeAnne 
Wyss and Stringer, who 

deferred to Storer. Howev-
er, Storer repeatedly stated 
he was not the appropriate 
party to request the docu-
ment from. 

A Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request was filed 
with McCormick, and offi-
cials later stated a formal 
FOIA request was neces-
sary due to a confidentiality 
statement in the agreement. 

The Board of Health is 
responsible for appointing 
a new health officer, and 
the County Commissioners 
will certify the appointment. 
The current board members 
are Esterling, Bales, Don-
ley, Hoag, McNabb, Tamara 
Troutt and Dr. Bart Hott.

Their next scheduled 
meeting is 6:30 a.m. April 
18.

holly@news-banner.com

social media messages also proved that 
Bozarth gave the CI money to purchase 
a firearm from a man in Fort Wayne on 
his behalf. This earned Bozarth the sec-
ond count in this case. 

“Cases involving informants have a 
number of variables not always within 
our control,” Chief Deputy Prosecu-
tor Jeffrey Stineburg said following 
the hearing. “We have to take that into 
account. Given Bozarth’s limited crim-
inal history and the variables that can 
occur at a trial involving an informant 
 — we believe this to be an appropri-
ate plea. We believe that the judge took 
this into consideration and sentenced 
Mr. Bozarth appropriately.”

According to a plea agreement, 12 
years was the maximum amount of 
time Bozarth could be ordered to serve 
in incarceration. There were no guide-
lines on the amount of time he could be 
sentenced.

“Both the detectives and depart-
ments involved did an excellent job 
in this case,” Stineburg concluded. 
“(They) were all of the same mind that 

this was a good outcome.” 
According to court documents, 

Bozarth’s first introduction to the judi-
cial system was at 12-years-old, and 
continued with several charges since. 
By 16, Bozarth testified that he had 
been shot with a firearm in the course 
of a drug deal during a four-month 
period where he was on the run. 

In October 2021, when Bozarth 
was 17-years-old, he rear-ended the 
back of a vehicle driven by a Bluff-
ton Police Department detective. The 
officer noted that Bozarth smelled of 
marijuana. Bozarth stated that he did 
not have any weapons, but the maga-
zine well of a firearm was located in 
his front pocket. Officers also located 
25 grams of marijuana and 81 pills 
identified as Alprazolam in the vehi-
cle. 

For this, Bozarth was charged with 
possession of a controlled substance, 
a Level 6 felony, carrying a handgun 
without a license and dangerous pos-
session of a firearm by a child, both 
Class A misdemeanors, possession of 
marijuana, a Class B misdemeanor, 

and driving without receiving a license, 
a Class C misdemeanor. 

Bozarth could have faced several 
years in prison for the charges acquired 
from the accident if convicted, howev-
er, every charge was dismissed under a 
plea agreement from a case earlier that 
year.

In June 2021, Bozarth acquired 
charges for dealing a controlled sub-
stance over 10 grams, a Level 3 felony, 
dealing a controlled substance less than 
1 gram, a Level 5 felony, dealing mari-
juana, a Level 6 felony, and dangerous 
possession of a firearm by a child, a 
Class A misdemeanor. 

He was ultimately sentenced to two 
years in the Indiana Department of 
Correction with one year suspended 
and probation time. Bozarth has con-
tinued to violate probation on the case 
and has acquired new charges since. 

Though he was ordered to serve 12 
years of prison sentence, Bozarth could 
exit incarceration several years sooner 
contingent upon completing the Pur-
poseful Incarceration, or PI, program. 

sydney@news-banner.com

Australia. The partnership with Wells 
County started in December 2003.

“The Imagination Library has 
to be made available to every child 
within your service area … Not every 
book program does that,” Beckford 
said. “So many of them are based on 
income.”

Parents can sign their child up 
through a registration form at the Wells 
County Public Library or by following 
a link at United Way Wells’ website. 
The link is located under the “What We 
Do” tab, which has a section for the 
Imagination Library.

The impact of Imagination Library 
is felt throughout the area, with an esti-
mated 1,000 children receiving books 
every month, according to United Way 
Wells Director Ben Renkenberger. Jer-
emy Penrod, who signed up for Imagi-

nation Library when his three kids 
were young, still holds fond memories 
of sitting in a rocking chair and telling 
stories to his family.

“There were quite a few different 
books … that we even talk about now, 
and my kids are teenagers,” Penrod 
said. “So it’s kind of cool that they still 
remember those.”

“That’s what these are for,” Renken-
berger said. “It’s to spark that imagi-
nation system to move the needle for 
those kids that may not have had other-
wise, especially in the early years.”

Renkenberger and Harder expect 
they will hit over 200,000 total 
books given to Wells County through 
Imagination Library. The fundraiser 
is meant to cover the monthly cost 
of administering the books to kids. 
It costs over $1,000 a month out of 
United Way’s budget to continue this 

program.
Since funding for the program 

is running low, the goal is to raise 
$15,000 by March 15. The campaign 
has been underway for about a week 
and has seen about $1,000 raised 
already.

Anyone who donates a minimum 
of $30 will be entered into a draw-
ing for a prize package from the Fort 
Wayne TinCaps baseball team. The 
TinCaps donated four tickets for any 
regular season baseball game, an 
opportunity to throw out the ceremo-
nial first pitch, a TinCaps hat and bag, 
along with a United Way hat and sun-
glasses. 

Donations are accepted via mail or 
in person. A link for a digital donation 
is available on the United Way of Wells 
County’s Facebook page. 

jonathan@news-banner.com
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By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

As more than a dozen 
states contemplate “death 
with dignity” laws, Indiana 
lawmakers are making clear 
they’re staunchly opposed 
to any policy allowing phy-
sician-assisted suicide. 

A Senate resolution 
penned by Sen. Tyler John-
son, R-Leo, emphasizes that 
the legalization of assisted 
suicide “sends a message that 
suicide is a socially accept-
able response to aging, termi-
nal illnesses, disabilities, and 
depression” and subsequently 
imposes a “duty to die.”

Further, it states assisted 
suicide “is a direct threat to 
human dignity, patient rights, 
and the disabled when the 
medical goal must be to elim-
inate suffering rather than the 
person who suffers.”

Alternatively, the reso-
lution preferences ongoing 
advancements in palliative 
care that can relieve pain 
and allow a person “to die 
naturally, comfortably, and 
in a dignified manner with-
out a change in the law.”

The Senate health com-
mittee approved the reso-
lution in a 9-2 vote, along 
party lines, on Wednesday.

“You cannot compassion-
ately kill a patient, and you 
cannot care for the patient 
that you are comfortable 
killing,” said Johnson, who 
works as an emergency phy-
sician. “Physician-assisted 
suicide is contrary to every-
thing I have as a physician 
and my duty to my patients, 
as a healer, and it clearly 
undermines the physician-
patient relationship.”

Strong opposition 
against assisted suicide
The arguments in the reso-

lution are similar to those 
held by other critics of phy-
sician-assisted death, includ-
ing some religious groups, 
disability rights advocates, 
and the American Medical 
Association. They maintain 
the practice is at odds with 
physicians’ responsibility to 

care for patients and can open 
the door to more suicide.

Last year, the AMA’s leg-
islative body voted against 
changing its stance on phy-
sician-assisted death, which 
its code of ethics describes 
as “fundamentally incom-
patible with the physician’s 
role as healer.” 

Advocates, on the other 
hand, say giving terminal 
patients more control of 
end-of-life decisions brings 
more dignity to death.

Assisted suicide is 
already banned in Indiana. 
Current statute states that a 
person who “participates” 
or “provides the physical 
means” for another person 
to attempt or commit suicide 
commits assisting suicide, 
a Level 5 felony. Those 
who have knowledge of an 
assisted suicide can also 
face the felony charge.

Exempt from the law are 
medical professionals who 
provide care “to relieve a 
person’s pain or discom-
fort, even if the medication 
or procedure may hasten or 
increase the risk of death, 
unless such medications or 
procedures are intended to 
cause death.” Health care 
providers are additionally 
permitted to withhold or stop 
life-prolonging treatments.

Johnson clarified that 
end-of-life and palliative 
care are not the focus of his 
resolution, however.

“People call it medi-
cal assistance in dying, or 
paid physician assistance in 
dying, or physician-assist-
ed suicide, or euthanasia. 
Really, at its core, we’re 
discussing the act of a phy-
sician taking steps to end 
a patient’s life,” Johnson 
said, noting that he regularly 
works in his hospital’s pal-
liative care settings.

“Frankly, medicine is 
really hard. It’s not an easy 
thing. It gets tougher as we 
get more advanced. We 
don’t always get it right,” he 
continued. “But I can’t fath-
om what it feels like to stop 

trying. We strive every day 
to take great care of people 
— even in the toughest of 
situations, even when it’s 
hard, even when it’s hard for 
the patient to keep going.”

Legal in other states
On the opposite side of 

the issue, House Bill 1011, 
introduced earlier in the leg-
islative session by Rep. Matt 
Pierce, D-Bloomington, 
sought to allow terminally 
ill patients to voluntarily 
end their lives. The bill was 
never heard in committee 
however.

Pierce has filed similar 
proposals in years past with-
out success. 

Still, support for such 
legislation is growing.

Assisted suicide has so far 
been legalized in 10 states 
— Maine, Vermont, Oregon, 
New Mexico, Hawaii, Colo-
rado, California, Montana, 
Washington and New Jer-
sey, as well as the District of 
Columbia — either through 
legislation or court decisions, 
according to Death with Dig-
nity, an organization promot-
ing end-of-life options.

Pierce’s proposal mir-
rored Oregon’s Death With 
Dignity Act, which took 
effect in 1998 and has since 
been used as a model in sev-
eral other states.

Under Pierce’s bill, a 
patient’s doctor would 
supervise the process and be 
required to refer the patient 
to another physician for a 
second opinion. Both must 
agree that the patient is ter-
minally ill.

The patient would even-

tually be prescribed medi-
cation, which they must 
self-administer, that renders 
them unconscious before 
death ensues.

According to a 2020 
study from the Journal of 
American Geriatrics Soci-
ety, 5,329 patients died by 
“medical aid in dying” and 
8,451 received a prescrip-
tion between 1998 and 
2020 in states that had such 
laws and publicly available 
records. Roughly 74% of 
those deaths had a diagnosis 
of cancer, per the study.

Sen.  Shell i  Yoder, 
D-Bloomington, who voted 
against the resolution, point-
ed to national polling that 
shows broad support for 
assisted suicide legalization. 

She called the resolution 
“problematic at best,” and 
said the General Assembly 
should have instead held 
public hearings on a bill 
like Pierce’s “so we could 
at least have a discussion, a 
grown-up conversation, to 
bring in experts, to listen to 
Hoosiers — all while honor-
ing the sacredness of life.” 
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Police NotebookBruce D. Klefeker, 71
 Bruce D. Klefeker, 71, of Bluffton, died Tuesday eve-

ning, Feb. 13, 2024, at his residence.
Bruce was born in Bluffton on Feb. 1, 1953, to Walter 

R. and A. Diane (Meadows) Klefeker-Enyart. Both parents 
preceded him in death.  

Survivors include two sons, Justin (Sam) Klefeker of Fair-
field, Ohio, and Ryan Klefeker of Carmel; two brothers, 
Walter (Teri) Klefeker Jr. of Ossian, and Doug (Tammy) Kle-
feker of Keystone; a sister, Diana (Dave) Collins of Liberty 
Center; along with five grandchildren.

In addition to his parents, Bruce was preceded in death 
by a son, Aaron Klefeker; and a brother, Steve Klefeker. 

A public graveside service will be held Saturday, Mar. 9, 
2024, at 11:00 a.m., at Grove Cemetery, 5200 S. 100 E., 
Poneto, IN.  Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel 
in Bluffton has been entrusted with the arrangements.

Online condolences may be made at www.goodwin-
caleharnish.com.
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Graveside 
Service: 11 a.m. 

Saturday, March 2 at 
Elm Grove Cemetery.

INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 4:08 p.m., 

400 block of West Washing-
ton Street. Caller reported 
subject took child to a house 
that had possible drug abuse.

Wednesday, 4:27 p.m., 
Valley Park Apartments. 
Report of a woman yelling 
for help and that someone 
was throwing something at 
her. The male then left in 
a vehicle. Kyle Davis was 
arrested for domestic battery, 
intimidation and operating 
while intoxicated.

Wednesday, 6:17 p.m., 
500 block of Cottonwood 
Court. Report of a domestic 
issue.

Wednesday, 7:20 p.m., 
400 block of Cedar Road. 
Report of a noise complaint, 

subject cited for noise ordi-
nance violation.

Wednesday, 11:31 p.m., 
100 block of North Union 
Street. Report of theft.

Thursday, 10:28 a.m., 
300 block of East Horton 
Street. Report of subject 
going in and out of build-
ing, property manager was 
at wrong place.

Thursday, 12:27 p.m., 
400 block of West Town-
ley Street. Welfare check 
requested for subject with 
mental health disorder 
involving hallucinations. 
Caller changed their mind 
when advised the Bluffton 
Police Department would be 
responding and took subject 
to ER on her own.

County:
Wednesday, 2:45 p.m., 

Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to Renee Fox.

Wednesday, 4:29 p.m., 
River Terrace Estates. 
Report of fighting between 
dementia patients.

Thursday, 5:03 a.m., 
Eagle View Lodge. Report 
of subject walking around 
with a flashlight. Subject 
was walking his dog.

Thursday, 6:26 a.m., S.R. 
1 and East 300 North. Car 
vs. deer.

Thursday, 7:21 a.m., 
Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served at the jail.

ACCIDENTS
Monday, 12:57 p.m., S.R. 

1 and Commerce Drive. 
Margaret Muster, 24, was 
driving straight in her Pon-
tiac G8 when the vehicle 
in front of her stopped sud-

denly due to traffic. Muster’s 
vehicle collided with the 
rear end of a Buick Encore 
driven by James Wenger, 
74. Damages did not exceed 
$2,500.

ARRESTS
Renee Ceresina Fox, 28, 

Gary; disorderly conduct, a 
Class B misdemeanor.

Kyle Aaron Davis, 33, 
Bluffton; domestic bat-
tery with moderate bodily 
injury and intimidation, 
both Level 6 felonies, and 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated, a Class A mis-
demeanor. Bond set at 
$31,500.

Keith Lamont Hopkins, 
33, Indianapolis; posses-
sion of marijuana, a Class 
B misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,000.

Pulse’s ‘Radio Show’
Several members of the cast of 
the Pulse Opera House’s produc-
tion of “The Invisible Man: A Live 
Radio Show” have connections 
to Wells County’s theatre pro-
ductions. In the back row, left to 
right, are Dave Schultz, Michael 
Blaugher, Ken Zuk, David Parker, 
Ben Kizer, April Smith, John Cole 
and Shaun Berkey; in front are 
Priscilla Alter, Steve Rodenberg-
er and J.J. Leak. They all will be 
on stage this evening at 8 p.m. 
and again on March 2, 8 and 
9, as well as at 4 p.m. March 3 
and10. Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $5 for those 12 and younger. 
(Photo provided) 

American Legion will 
host youth program

For the past 82 plus years, The American Legion and The 
American Legion Auxiliary have sponsored a week-long 
program enhancing youth’s leadership skills and teaching 
them in a mythical setting about our government at the city, 
county and state levels. The program is designed to educate 
young men and women of Indiana on the duties, privileges, 
rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

To be eligible, the student must be enrolled in an Indi-
ana high school, having completed their junior year and be 
returning to the high school setting the following year, be in 
the upper half of their class academically, and be sponsored 
by a Post or Unit of The American Legion. Home school 
students are eligible if their home school is registered with 
the State of Indiana or the local school superintendent, or 
they are registered with a home school association.

Qualifications for the program include that the delegate 
shall be interested in government, have leadership abilities, 
be honest and possess good character. In addition, they must 
give proper respect to the U.S. Flag and have a love for God 
and country. Many colleges and universities award financial 
aid based on completing an AL Boys/ALA Girls State ses-
sion. For the past several years, the American Legion pro-
gram has been recognized as one of the top leadership pro-
grams for young men and women. 

Both programs are held at Trine University in Angola, 
during separate weeks in June 2024. Delegates are expected 
to stay the entire week, following the guidelines and rules 
of the HBS/HGS Board and Trine University. Love for God 
and country will be broadened by inspirational flag ceremo-
nies and non-denominational religious services held during 
the week. All participants are expected to attend these pro-
grams. 

Citizenship, not politics, is emphasized at Boys State/
Girls State and completion for elective office is the means to 
an end, not the goal. 

For more information, please contact Robert Buehl at 
260-824-3815 for Boys State, and Sandy Oswalt at 260-
341-6013 or Cheryl Mann at 260-307-3360 for Girls State. 

State lawmakers send firm message that 
Indiana remains ‘opposed’ to assisted suicide

Rust files court petition 
to supersede state 
election commission

By CASEY SMITH, Indiana Capital Chronicle
John Rust, who earlier this week was denied access to Indi-

ana’s GOP primary ballot, is appealing the decision in Marion 
County court, in hopes of continuing his run for U.S. Senate. 

Rust’s petition for judicial review was filed in Marion 
County Superior Court on Wednesday, one day after the 
Indiana Election Division voted unanimously to block his 
Republican candidacy. 

The basis for the state panel’s decision was an Indiana 
party affiliation law that prohibits candidates from running 
whose last two primary votes don’t match the party they 
wish to represent.

The Seymour egg farmer’s two most recent primary 
votes were Republican in 2016 and Democrat in 2012 — 
meaning under the law he can’t appear on the Republican 
ballot for the 2024 May primary election. The law allows an 
exception, should the county’s party chair grant it. Jackson 
County Republican Party Chair Amanda Lowery elected not 
to do so in this case.

But in his appeal, Rust points to a December ruling from 
Marion County Superior Court Judge Patrick J. Dietrick, 
who found the two-primary requirement to be unconstitu-
tional. Rust maintains the contested law was on hold “dur-
ing the entirety of the candidacy filing period” and therefore 
should not preclude him from running.

And although the Indiana Supreme Court blocked the 
injunction earlier this month, Rust and his legal counsel 
argue that action came after the filing period, giving him 
“no opportunity to go back to Lowery and see if she would 
change her mind and certify him.”

“This process has shown me how far the establishment is 
willing to go to maintain control over our elections. At every 
turn, I’ve been challenged by party bosses who have already 
picked their insider candidate and are desperate to get him 
into the United States Senate. It’s this kind of gamesman-
ship that has eroded trust in our political system,” Rust said 
in a statement Thursday morning.”I’ll fight this all the way 
up to the United States Supreme Court because Hoosiers 
deserve a choice and they deserve a change.”

Additionally included in the appeal is an affidavit from 
LaPorte County Republican chair Allen Stevens, who tes-
tified that — had Rust established residency in LaPorte 
County — he would have certified his candidacy.

Indiana election commissioners said in their deliberations 
on Tuesday that Rust could have moved to a county with a 
“friendlier” party chair who would have signed off on his 
candidacy.
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By The Associated Press
Today is Friday, March 1, the 61st day of 2024. There 

are 305 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History: On March 1, 1974, 

seven people, including former Nixon White House 
aides H.R. Haldeman and John D. Ehrlichman, former 
Attorney General John Mitchell and former assistant 
Attorney General Robert Mardian, were indicted on 
charges of conspiring to obstruct justice in connection 
with the Watergate break-in. (These four defendants 
were convicted in January 1975, though Mardian’s con-
viction was later reversed.)

On this date:
In 1867, Nebraska became the 37th state as President 

Andrew Johnson signed a proclamation.
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The Week That Was - a look back through cartoonists’ eyes...

Today’s subject is potentially the most consequen-
tial mistake of Joe Biden’s irresponsibly prolonged 
public life. She, the mistake, will not, however, be 
mentioned again:

In 1940, President Franklin D. Roosevelt replaced 
his vice president, Texan John Nance Garner, with 
his agriculture secretary, Iowan Henry Wallace. 
If FDR, who died April 12, 1945, had died a year 
earlier, the postwar era would have been even more 
dangerous than it was and we might live in an even 
worse world.

Roosevelt in 1940 was in his 59th year, a paraple-
gic with signs of physical decline and ominous 
prospects regarding longevity. Yet he put Wallace on 
the precipice of the presidency, for which Wallace 
was grotesquely unsuited. This story is told in his-
torian Benn Steil’s new biography “The World That 
Wasn’t: Henry Wallace and the Fate of the American 
Century,” which should be read right now.

Wallace was a jumble of weird attributes that 
made him difficult to decipher, and he disguised his 
long infatuation with political evil. He was a scien-
tist, an agronomist smitten by an abstraction, human-
ity, but more fond of plants than of actual people. 
Wallace, who called himself “a practical mystic,” 
became enthralled by a charlatan guru to whom Wal-
lace wrote embarrassingly effusive letters in which 
he called himself Galahad and spoke of “Karmic 
duty” and the “Holy Chalice.”

Wallace’s maunderings about “changing the 
human heart” and ending “selfishness” made him 
seem like a harmless naif rather than what he was: an 
apologist for, and advocate of accommodating, the 
blood-soaked tyranny Joseph Stalin imposed on the 
Soviet Union and later exported to Eastern Europe.

On a four-week 1944 tour organized by Andrei 
Vyshinsky (prosecutor in the 1936-1938 show trials 
of Stalin’s Great Purge), Wallace and his Soviet han-
dlers traveled through Siberia’s vast prison/forced-
labor complex. The ideologically blinkered Wallace 
saw this as (in Steil’s words) a “testament to Soviet 
economic, social, and artistic accomplishment.” 
Wallace celebrated Siberian high wages and salubri-
ous working conditions (supposedly an eight-hour 
workday and pay equivalent to that of a high-ranking 
Red Army officer) “that had brought the miners” — 
prisoners all — “into the Far East.”

Rapturous, Wallace said, “They know how to 
laugh and play and sing.” Were they singing, those 
people plodding, under armed guards, to 14 hours 
of forced labor, while Wallace’s car waited for the 
column to pass? “No Potemkin landmass the size of 
the one Wallace traversed,” writes Steil, “can fool 
one unwilling to be fooled.” Wallace’s “perception 

merely projected predisposition.”
Steil, who has studied Soviet-era 

archives, says members of what Wallace 
complacently called the “extreme lib-
eral group” in the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration included Alger Hiss, Lee 
Pressman, John Abt and Nathan Witt. All of 
whom, Steil writes, “would go on to culti-
vate long-standing secret ties to the Commu-
nist Party or Soviet intelligence.”

FDR replaced Wallace with Harry S. 
Truman as his 1944 running mate. Shortly 
before dying the following year, Roosevelt 
made Wallace commerce secretary. Steil 
writes that Wallace’s “manipulation by Soviet assets 
within the Commerce Department” was followed by 
“his back-channel collusion with Stalin to undermine 
official U.S. foreign policy.”

President Truman belatedly fired Wallace in 1946 
for his pro-Soviet pronouncements; then Wallace ran 
against Truman in 1948 as the candidate of the thor-
oughly communist-infiltrated Progressive Party. In 
the 1950s, when Wallace no longer mattered, he had 
second thoughts about Stalinism.

Wallace was neither the first nor the last running 
mate selected for short-term political advantages — 
in his case, the farm states — without responsible 
considerations of presidential suitability. (Abraham 
Lincoln’s second vice president, Andrew Johnson, 
was drunk at the 1865 inauguration and, drunk or 
sober, was an especially virulent white supremacist.) 
In 1940, with the world ablaze, Wallace’s disrepu-
table sympathies and strange ideas should have been 
disqualifying. But even a 1940 running mate whose 
shortcomings were merely banal — say, having no 
pertinent talent — would have been shockingly reck-
less.

FDR’s 1944 replacement for his 1940 mistake 
was a Missouri senator who, as president, launched 
the Berlin airlift, implemented the Marshall Plan, 
oversaw the creation of NATO, and resisted commu-
nist aggression in Greece, Turkey and Korea. Wal-
lace denounced all such anti-Soviet measures.

A lesson of Steil’s timely, riveting biography 
is: Playing roulette with presidential successions 
is risky, even if, as Otto von Bismarck supposedly 
said, a special providence looks after fools, drunks 
and the United States. Perhaps a special providence 
prolonged FDR’s life during the four years Wallace 
was a heartbeat — or a cerebral hemorrhage — away 
from the presidency. Today, however, auxiliary pre-
cautions are advisable, in case providence is negli-
gent sometime before 2029.

georgewill@washpost.com.

George
Will

Roosevelt fixed his serious 
VP mistake. Will Biden?Biden’s student loan 

forgiveness boast
American Presidents may not like Supreme Court deci-

sions, but most since Andrew Jackson haven’t bragged 
about defying its rulings. Not even Donald Trump. Then 
there’s President Biden, who, while canceling more student 
debt this week, boasted about ignoring the Supreme Court’s 
landmark 2023 ruling that his previous loan forgiveness 
plan was illegal.

Speaking in Culver City, Calif., on Wednesday, Mr. 
Biden said his original plan to “provide millions of working 
families with debt relief for their college student debt” was 
derailed by “MAGA Republicans” and “special interests” 
who challenged the plan in court. “The Supreme Court 
blocked it,” Mr. Biden added, “but that didn’t stop me.” He 
apparently thinks defying the law is a virtue.

On Wednesday Mr. Biden wrote off another $1.2 bil-
lion in student-loan debt, bringing the total amount he has 
canceled to some $138 billion. That’s not as much as the 
$400 billion debt cancellation a 6-3 Supreme Court majority 
struck down last summer, but it’s still a handout to 3.9 mil-
lion borrowers.

He’s not really cancelling anything because he’s transfer-
ring the debt from the borrowers it benefited to the taxpay-
ers who will finance it with higher taxes or interest pay-
ments on the rising national debt.

Under his Saving on a Valuable Education (SAVE) 
plan, President Unstoppable is offering loan forgiveness 
through income-driven repayment plans. Borrowers used to 
be expected to pay 10% of the portion of their discretion-
ary income that exceeds 150% of the federal poverty level 
($22,590 for individuals) for 20 years after which their 
loans are forgiven. The Biden plan reduces the payments to 
5% of their discretionary income above 225% of the pov-
erty level.

The Education Department says borrowers will also 
be eligible for loan forgiveness if they are enrolled in the 
SAVE plan, have been making payments for 10 years, and 
had total original debt of less than $12,000. Those with 
larger loan amounts will also be eligible for forgiveness on 
a sliding scale.

Missouri had standing to challenge the first Biden 
loan forgiveness plan because its loan servicer would be 
adversely affected if borrowers stopped paying their loans. 
In overturning that Biden diktat, the Court said Mr. Biden 
had acted without proper Congressional authority and thus 
violated the Constitution’s separation of powers.

Mr. Biden’s method of loan forgiveness has changed, but 
the same legal principles apply. We hope states and other 
plaintiffs harmed by Mr. Biden’s debt transfer to taxpayers 
are already looking to sue.

Mr. Biden is boasting about his debt forgiveness because 
he is desperate to get young voters to support him again in 
November. His 2020 coalition is splintering, and younger 
voters aren’t thrilled with his leadership or the results of his 
economic policies. His debt forgiveness scheme is as fla-
grant a vote-buying ploy as we can remember.

But the costs are high, and they aren’t merely to the fed-
eral fisc. The forgiveness skews to upper-income borrow-
ers who have attended college at the expense of those who 
don’t. It is grossly unfair.

It also punishes parents and students who have saved to 
pay for college without loans, or who sacrificed consump-
tion after college to repay them. Mr. Biden’s scheme does 
nothing to reform student lending, so it increases the incen-
tive for students to borrow more and colleges to raise tuition 
knowing all or nearly all will be forgiven eventually.

But worst of all is Mr. Biden’s blatant rejection of the 
law, even after the Supreme Court called him out. Is it any 
wonder that GOP voters don’t take Democratic alarms 
about losing democracy seriously? Mr. Biden doesn’t take 
his own warnings seriously.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
Distributed by The Associated Press
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Mother-in-law longs for order
Dear Annie: I need advice on how to 

approach my son about the disorder in 
his house. He was raised in a very neat 
home. When he lived alone for several 
years, his house was immaculate. He’s 
now been married for four years. They 
have a 2-year-old and one on the way. 

Their house is in total disarray — 
laundry basket full of dirty clothes, 
counters and every surface full of junk. 
He does all the cooking and works full 
time. I don’t want to insult them, but 
I can afford to get them organized. I 
don’t want to overstep as the mother-in-
law, though. Any advice? — Neat Freak

Dear Neat Freak: It sounds like your 
son and his wife have their hands full 
with a 2-year-old and another on the 
way. I’m sure your son would appreci-
ate a little extra help around the house, 
but it is possible his wife might not. She 
might have grown up in a messy house-
hold and that’s what makes her com-
fortable.

Have a conversation with them with-
out criticizing them. Acknowledge how 
busy they are and that you want to offer 
your services around the house in any 
way that might be helpful. Let’s hope 
that cleaning and organizing top their 
list, but even if they employ your servic-
es with other chores, it will free up more 
time for them.

Remember “The Odd Couple,” 
where Felix was a neat freak and Oscar 
was a slob? If that’s what you are deal-
ing with, you might need to back off if 
you want to avoid being a meddling 
mother-in-law.

Dear Annie: I try my best not to be 
a jealous person. My boyfriend of three 
years has been sick and just got out 
of the hospital from a cancer-related 
health issue. He lives at my home with 
me. He said that there is nothing wrong 
with letting all his exes come by our 
home to visit him after getting out of 
the hospital. I have a problem with that. 

I don’t care how he throws a fit that 
they are just friends and there is nothing 
going on between him or any of them. 
He just started telling them that they 

could come on by, 
and he never even 
asked me if it was 
OK with me or if 
I had bad feelings 
about it. He just 
decided it doesn’t 
matter how I feel 
about it and that 
he can have them 
visit him at our 
home anytime 
they want. 

Annie, am I 
wrong or self-
ish for getting 
offended or upset 
about this deci-
sion that he made, no matter if I like it 
or not, because these are his friends? 
Please tell me because he thinks that 
I’m wrong for getting upset and mad 
about it. What should I have done in 
this ordeal? — Upset Girlfriend

Dear Upset Girlfriend: Exes pop-
ping up can be uncomfortable under 
any circumstance, but the fact that your 
boyfriend invited them around without 
a discussion or your consent makes it 
even worse. For him to then get so bent 
out of shape and angry at you is unac-
ceptable.

In instances like these, open com-
munication with your partner is crucial. 
Share your concerns with him and fig-
ure out how to set boundaries together. 
It sounds like the real issue here is that 
he doesn’t take you into consideration 
when he makes decisions, which is a big 
red flag and one that must be addressed 
for your relationship to thrive. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, commu-
nication and reconciliation — is avail-
able as a paperback and e-book. Visit 
http://www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

D I V E R S I O N S FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 2024 • The News-Banner • Page 5

The LOCKHORNS

No substitute for 
goodness

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | February 24 - March 1, 2024    | 15 Friday prime time

03/01 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
< Nikki and the Perfect Stranger 
(‘13) Jefferson Moore, Juliana Allen. 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Jewish 
Jesus 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Truths 
That 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

S.W.A.T. "Good for 
Nothing" (N) 

Fire Country "See You 
Next Apocalypse" (N) 

Blue Bloods "Fear No 
Evil" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii "Hana Mao 'ole 
ka ua o Waianae" 

Hawaii "Ua 'eha Ka 'ili I 
Ka Maka O Ka Ihe" 

Bull "Kill Shot" Bull "Keep Your Friends 
Close" 

Bull "Witness for the 
Prosecution" 

Bull "Absolution" Bull "Gag Order" Bull "Bad Medicine" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive 
newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. (N)

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family
Feud 

Password "Heidi Klum & 
Jimmy Fallon" 

Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man
"Pledging" 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Seinfeld
"The Truth"

Mom Mom Goldbergs
"Lucky" 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Penn "Brought to You by 

the Letter P" (N) 
Funny Kids 
(N) 

Animals
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Outback "The Dry 
Season" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 (N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Craft in America
"Music" 

Craft in America
"Harmony" 

TBA Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Firing-
Hoover 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Outback "The Dry 
Season" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Craft in America
"Music" 

Craft in America
"Harmony" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 
"Pilot" 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy (:05) Grey's Anatomy (:05) Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy

FX  24 132 136 148 Movie <++ Thor: The Dark World (‘13) Chris Hemsworth. <++ Venom: Let There Be Carnage Tom Hardy. <++ Venom: Let There Be Carnage Tom Hardy. < Men in Black: Intern... 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:30) <+++ Creed (2015, Drama) Sylvester Stallone, Tessa 
Thompson, Michael B. Jordan. (P) 

<++ Con Air (1997, Action) John Cusack, John Malkovich,
Nicolas Cage. 

<+++ Creed (2015, Drama) Sylvester Stallone, Tessa Thompson, Michael B. 
Jordan. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Gladiator (2000, History) Joaquin Phoenix, Connie Nielsen, Russell Crowe. <+++ The Dark Knight Rises (‘12) 
Anne Hathaway, Christian Bale. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (N) To Be Announced NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball Dallas Mavericks at Boston Celtics From TD 

Garden in Boston. (L) (N) 
NBA Basketball Milwaukee Bucks at Chicago Bulls From the 
United Center in Chicago. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 UFC Live ESPN BET Gymnastics Alabama at LSU (L) (N) Gymnastics Michigan at Oklahoma Basketball Dayton at Loyola-Chicago (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportCtr NFL Live 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line Lights Out XF Live fights are back at LXF 14 with the 

return of Shawne Merriman's Lights Out Xtreme Fighting.
Rodeo RodeoHouston: Super Series 2, Round 1 All 
the action from rodeo competitions. (L) (N) 

Epic Trails Snow 
Motion 

World Poker WPT Cash 
Game - Part 5 

Lights Out Xtreme 
Fighting LXF 14 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Chicago Fire "Arrest in 
Transit" 

Chicago Fire "Santa 
Bites" 

<+++ Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl (2003, 
Adventure) Geoffrey Rush, Orlando Bloom, Johnny Depp. 

<++ Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest (2006, Adventure) 
Orlando Bloom, Keira Knightley, Johnny Depp. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Gold Rush "Rally Valley 
or Bust" 

Gold Rush "The Money 
Pit Fights Back" 

Gold Rush WW "Golden 
Goose Chase" 

Gold Rush "Winter's Reckoning" Tony calls his son Kevin to help fire up 
nearly every plant he can, including Dredge #1. (N) 

(:10) Gold Rush-Res. "A 
Golden Promise" 

Gold Rush "Winter's 
Reckoning" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Love "Amore Is Blind" Love "Tres Is a Crowd" Love "Amor Song" 90 Day "More to Love: Happily Ever Afters" (N) 90 Day (N) 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
(4:00) Ancient Aliens 
"Earth Station Egypt" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Shapeshifters" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Divine Number" 

Ancient Aliens "Secrets 
of the Sumerians" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
UFO Superhighway" (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is Out 
There (N) 

(:05) Ancient Aliens
"The Harmonic Code" 

(:05) Aliens "The UFO 
Superhighway" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "The Standoff" The First 48 "Tracked" (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < My Favorite 
Wedding 

< Hearts Down Under (2020, Romance) Tim Ross,
Naomi Sequeira, Cindy Busby. 

< Christmas Island (2023, Drama) Andrew 
Walker, Kate Drummond, Rachel Skarsten. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:25) <+ Law Abiding Citizen (2009, Thriller)
Gerard Butler, Colm Meaney, Jamie Foxx. 

(:55) < Movie < Movie (:05) Resident Alien 
"141 Seconds" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <++ White House Down (‘13) Jamie Foxx, Channing Tatum. (:45) <++ Angel Has Fallen (‘19) Gerard Butler.

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:40) <+++ Star Wars: Revenge of 
the Sith (‘05) Ewan McGregor. 

(:45) <+++ Dune (2021, Sci-Fi) Rebecca Ferguson, Oscar Isaac, Timothée Chalamet. All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

All Elite 
Wrestling 

<++ Star Wars: The Rise of 
Skywalker (‘19) Carrie Fisher. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<++ Beverly Hills Cop II (1987, Comedy) Judge 
Reinhold, Brigitte Nielsen, Eddie Murphy. 

<+++ Lethal Weapon (1987, Action) Danny Glover, Gary 
Busey, Mel Gibson. 

<+++ Lethal Weapon 2 (1989, Action) Danny Glover, Joe 
Pesci, Mel Gibson. 

< Movie (P)

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) NASCAR 
Craftsman Truck Series 

NASCAR 
Hub (L) (N) 

NASCAR Xfinity Racing Series The 
LiUNA!, Qualifying (L) (N) 

NASCAR RaceDay -
NCTS Las Vegas (L) (N) 

NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series From Las Vegas 
Motor Speedway in Las Vegas. 

College Basketball Air Force at Utah State From 
Dee Glen Smith Spectrum in Logan, Utah. (L) (N) 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Law & Order "Ego" Law "White Lie" Law "Whiplash" Mama June Mama June (N) Mama June Mama June Mama June

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 (:15) <+++ The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (‘13) Josh Hutcherson, Jennifer Lawrence. <+++ The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 1 <+++ The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 2 
NICK  68  170 299 (4:00) <+ Dolittle <++ Trolls World Tour (‘20) Anna Kendrick. <++ Sonic the Hedgehog (‘20) Jim Carrey, James Marsden. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Jessie Jessie Raven Raven Jessie Jessie <+++ The Jungle Book (‘16) Neel Sethi. Disney's Raven Raven Just Roll Fam Jam Jessie 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy The 700 Club The 

Simpsons 
The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:50) <+++ Elvis (‘22, Drama) Tom 
Hanks, Olivia DeJonge, Austin Butler. 

<++ Date Night (2010, Action) Tina 
Fey, Mark Wahlberg, Steve Carell. 

<++ San Andreas (2015, Action) Carla Gugino,
Alexandra Daddario, Dwayne Johnson. 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (L) (N) 

Enthus-
iasm 

(:35) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

(:35) < Run 
All Night 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:25) < Barbershop 2: 
Back in Business 

(:15) <+ Paranoia (2013, Thriller) Harrison Ford,
Gary Oldman, Liam Hemsworth. 

<++ XXX (2002, Action) Asia Argento, Marton 
Csokas, Vin Diesel. (P) 

(:05) <++ XXX: State of the Union
(‘05) Willem Dafoe, Ice Cube. (P) 

(:45) <++ You're Next (‘11) Nicholas 
Tucci, Wendy Glenn, Sharni Vinson. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:50) <++ 13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of 
Benghazi (‘16) James Badge Dale. (P) 

(:15) <++ Golda (2023, Drama) Liev Schreiber,
Camille Cottin, Helen Mirren. 

<+++ Gladiator (2000, History) Joaquin Phoenix, Connie 
Nielsen, Russell Crowe. 

(:35) <++++ Once Upon a Time in 
America (‘84) Robert De Niro. (P) 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:50) <++ Clue (‘85) Martin Mull, 
Lesley Ann Warren, Eileen Brennan. 

<++ Snow Day (‘00, Children) Mark 
Webber, Jean Smart, Chris Elliott. (P) 

<+++ Clueless (‘95) Stacey Dash, 
Brittany Murphy, Alicia Silverstone. (P) 

(:40) <++ The DUFF (2015, Romance) Robbie 
Amell, Bella Thorne, Mae Whitman. 

(:25) <+++ Your Sister's Sister 
(‘11) Rosemarie DeWitt, Emily Blunt. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: Why does 
the Bible say that no one 
is good, “no not one”? – 
N.G.

Answer: The word 
good in the language of 
Scripture literally means 
“to be like God,” because 
He alone is the One who 
is perfectly good. It is 
one thing to have high 
ethical standards but quite 
another for the Holy Spirit 
to produce the goodness 
that has its depths in God 
Himself. The meaning 
is more than just “doing 
good.” Goodness goes 
far deeper. Goodness is 
love in action. It carries 
with it not only the idea 
of righteousness but righ-
teousness demonstrated 
in everyday living. It is 

doing good out of a 
good heart, to please 
God, without expect-

ing medals and rewards. 
Christ wants this kind of 
goodness to be the way 
of life for every Christian. 
People can find no substi-
tute for goodness, and no 
spiritual touch-up artist 
can imitate it.

We can do good deeds, 
and by practicing princi-
ples of goodness, we can 
witness to those around 
us that we have something 
“different” in our lives — 
perhaps something they 
themselves would like to 
possess. We may even be 
able to show others how 
to practice the principles 
of goodness in their own 
lives. But the Bible says, 
“Your goodness is as a 
morning cloud, and as the 
early dew it [goes] away” 

(Hosea 6:4, KJV). True 
goodness is a “fruit of the 
Spirit,” and our efforts 
to achieve it in our own 
strength alone can never 
succeed.

We must be constantly 
aware that Satan can take 
any human effort and 
twist it to serve his own 
purposes, but he can-
not touch the spirit that 
is covered by the blood 
of Christ and rooted deep 
in the Holy Spirit. Only 
the Spirit can produce the 
goodness that can stand up 
under any test.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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Marion Wells
Service Consultant

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

WALKWAY
AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

INDICATOR 
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.

Then come 
to Hiday.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 1
TRACK & FIELD (CO-ED): Bluffton at 

Hoosier State Relays (IWU Troyer Field-
house), 5:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 2
No events scheduled.

MONDAY, MARCH 4
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, MARCH 5
No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6
No events scheduled.

High School Calendar

Fuelling makes Supreme 15, 
Fuess & Rosswurm on All-state

By HANK KURZ Jr. 
AP Sports Writer

Iowa star Caitlin Clark, who 
is on the verge of becoming the 
all-time NCAA scoring leader 
in college basketball, announced 
Thursday she will leave the 
Hawkeyes after this season and 
enter the WNBA draft.

“While this season is far from 
over and we have a lot more 
goals to achieve, it will be my 
last one at Iowa,” Clark wrote on 
social media.

Clark has become the focal point of 
women’s basketball, with her flashy play 
and 3-point shot, often from the on-court 
logo. Many players would be benched for 
shooting from so far out, but Clark has the 
green light from her coach and has delivered 
while also finding her teammates and hitting 
the boards.

The guard, with one more year of eligi-
bility, became the all-time leading women’s 
scorer in major college basketball by scor-
ing 33 points to pass Lynette Woodard and 
post her 17th career triple-double in a 108-
60 victory over Minnesota on Wednesday 
night.

In her announcement, she thanked her 
teammates, coaches and the thousands of 
fans who have packed arenas across the 
country to watch her and the sixth-ranked 
Hawkeyes.

Those fans were chanting “One more 
year! One more year!” while Clark was 
being interviewed on the court Wednesday 
night, when she also broke the NCAA sin-
gle-season record by sinking eight 3-point-
ers for a total of 156.

She has 3,650 career points. Woodard 
had 3,649 points for Kansas from 1977-81, 
before the NCAA sanctioned the sport. Ear-
lier this month, Clark broke Kelsey Plum’s 

NCAA scoring record (3,527 
points).

Next up is the overall NCAA 
scoring record of Pete Maravich, 
who is just 17 points ahead of her.

Clark is expected to be the top 
pick in the draft on April 15.

The Indiana Fever, who have 
the first pick, indicated on social 
media shortly after Clark’s 
announcement that they intend to 
select her.

“We’re just simply reminding 
you that there are only 46 days until the 
2024 WNBA Draft,” the team posted after 
dropping a link to its game tickets and a 
conspicuous “No. 1.”

The Fever had the first pick in last year’s 
draft as well. They selected Aliyah Bos-
ton out of South Carolina. The forward is 
averaging 14.5 points and 8.4 rebounds per 
game.

The two former Associated Press players 
of the year sat down for an interview with 
NBC Sports in October.

“Well, the Indiana Fever could have 
the first pick, so people may, may or not, 
may not, maybe will, have the duo. I don’t 
know?” Clark said to a laughing Boston. 
“It remains to be seen. But me and Aliyah 
may be teammates at some point, you never 
know.”

Clark went on to say in the interview that 
“your time in college is so special and it’s 
different from being a pro.”

“I want to experience every single 
moment and really soak it in,” she said.

Clark’s final regular-season home game 
at Iowa is likely to bring one of the priciest 
tickets in women’s college basketball his-
tory.

The cheapest ticket listed Thursday on 
TickPick.com for the Sunday game against 
No. 2 Ohio State was $481.

By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer

Significant free agents 
still on the mNEW YORK 
(AP) — Major League 
Baseball’s average sal-
ary rose 7.1% last year to a 
record $4,525,719, accord-
ing to the annual report the 
players’ association issued 
Thursday, but several teams 
appear to be cutting payroll 
for 2024.

After declining in 2021 
following the pandemic-
shortened season, the aver-
age rose 23% over two 
seasons. The 2022 average 
marked a 14.8% increase 
from 2021.

Union figures are based 
on the 2023 salaries, earned 
bonuses and prorated shares 
of signing bonuses for 1,038 
players on Aug. 31 active ros-
ters and injured lists, before 
active rosters expanded for 
the remainder of the season.

Luxury tax payrolls, 
based on 40-man rosters 
and average annual values, 
increased 12.2% in 2023, 
according to MLB’s calcula-
tions.

The Los Angeles Dodg-

ers have topped offseason 
spending, giving two-way 
star Shohei Ohtani a record 
$700 million, 10-year con-
tract and pitcher Yoshinobu 
Yamamoto a $325 million, 
12-year deal.

With some significant 
free agents still on the mar-
ket, the New York Mets, San 
Diego, Los Angeles Angels, 
San Francisco, Boston, 
Colorado, Minnesota and 
the Chicago White Sox are 
among the teams on track to 
cut payroll from last year.

“In the face of record rev-
enues of our game that will 
continue to spiral upward, 
we have major market 
teams, many of which would 
otherwise be competitive 
teams, simply cutting pay-
roll and not investing in 
competitiveness,” said agent 
Scott Boras, who has yet to 
reach deals for free agents 
Blake Snell, Jordan Mont-
gomery, Matt Chapman and 
J.D. Martinez.

The Mets and Padres paid 
the highest luxury tax last 
year for exceeding payroll 
thresholds and both failed to 
make the playoffs.

San Diego along with 
the Angels and Twins are 
among the 14 teams who 
entered the offseason uncer-
tain of their local broadcast 
revenue because of the Dia-
mond Sports’ Bally regional 
sports networks.

“When you look at the 
mass of the decline just 
in eight teams, you might 
see well over $300 million 
that was spent a year ago 
and that is not being spent 
today,” Boras said.

Union deputy executive 
director Bruce Meyer said 
he will wait until after open-
ing day rosters are set before 
analyzing 2024 spending.

With some large mul-
tiyear deals for players 
with little or no major 
league experience, the gap 
decreased last year for play-
ers with two-to-three years 
service who are eligible for 
arbitration and those who 
were not.

Super-2s averaged $1.96 
million last year, down from 
$2.1 million, and the rest 
of the of the two-year class 
averaged $1.1 million, up 
from $867,000.

Three Norwell Knights were honored 
by the Indiana Basketball Coaches Asso-
ciation Thursday morning for the 2023-
24 basketball season.

Girls’ basketball players across 
the state were selected for the IBCA’s 
Supreme 15 and All-State members sep-
arated by large school and small school 
All-State teams.

Senior guard Kennedy Fuelling 
received the highest award, earning a 
spot on the Supreme 15 All-State list. 
This group is the top 15 senior players in 
the state.

Fuelling, who will join Marian Uni-
versity next fall for basketball, averaged 
21.6 points per game and a red-hot 43 
three-point percentage this season. She 
also picked off nearly four steals per 
game.

Others selected on the Supreme 15 
include Jordyn Poole from Fort Wayne 
Snider and Purdue University commit, 

and Camryn Runner from Hamilton 
Heights, a University of Evansville com-
mit.

Senior guard Makenzie Fuess 
received large school All-State honors. 
The future Saint Francis Cougar was the 
second piece in the Knights’ one-two 
punch of scorers. Fuess averaged 16.1 
points per game and shot 36% from long 
range and 78% at the free-throw line.

Other notable names on the list 
include Chloe Graham, Gibson South-
ern; Ciara Sims, Fort Wayne Snider; Lexi 
Castator, Fort Wayne Northrop and Mor-
gan Cross, Northridge.

Sophomore forward Vanessa Ross-
wurm earned large school honorable 
mention honors for underclassman. This 
award includes any grade below seniors.

Rosswurm burst on the scene in her 
second year on varsity with 11.6 points 
per game, 34% from deep and led the 
Knights in rebounding.

By JAMES ELLINGWORTH 
AP Sports Writer

SAKHIR, Bahrain (AP) — Red Bull principal Christian 
Horner dismissed “anonymous speculation” after alleged 
evidence in his misconduct investigation was widely distrib-
uted on Thursday, two days before his team opens its bid for 
a fourth consecutive Formula 1 drivers’ championship.

His statement was forced by a stunning off-track devel-
opment: As the second practice was going on for the Bah-
rain Grand Prix, a file alleged to contain evidence presented 
against Horner was emailed to nearly 200 people in the F1 
paddock, including Liberty Media, F1, the FIA, the other 
nine team principals and multiple media outlets.

The authenticity of the files has not been verified by 
The Associated Press; the file came from a generic email 
account.

The files were sent one day after the team’s parent com-
pany dismissed a complaint that alleged misconduct by 
Horner toward a team employee. He was at the practice 
when the files were sent.

“I won’t comment on anonymous speculation, but to reit-
erate, I have always denied the allegations,” Horner said in a 
statement read to journalists by a team spokesman; the state-
ment was from Horner, not on behalf of Red Bull.

“I respected the integrity of the independent investigation 
and fully cooperated with it every step of the way,” Horner 
said. “It was a thorough and fair investigation conducted by 
an independent specialist barrister and it has concluded, dis-
missing the complaint made. I remain fully focused on the 
start of the season.”

Details of the allegations involving Horner have not been 
made public. The Red Bull company said Wednesday the 
complainant has a right to appeal the decision.

The 50-year-old Horner has been the team principal since 
Red Bull entered F1 as a full constructor in 2005. He has 
guided the team to six constructors’ championships and 
seven drivers’ championships. Red Bull won all but one of 
the 22 races last season, with 19 wins for Max Verstappen, 
the three-time champion. Its redesigned car is widely con-
sidered the fastest on the grid for 2024 going into Saturday’s 
season opener.

Red Bull’s Horner 
denies misconduct

Iowa star Caitlin Clark declares 
for WNBA draft, will skip final 
season of college eligibility

Caitlin Clark

MLB average salary rose 7% 
to a record $4.5M last year

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — Rock 
and Roll Hall of Famer Jon Bon Jovi will be 
featured at the first two IndyCar races of the 
season and take a ride in the “Fastest Seat 
in Sports” with four-time Indianapolis 500 
winner Helio Castroneves.

Meyer Shank Racing said Wednesday 
that SiriusXM’s Bon Jovi Radio channel 
will be featured on Felix Rosenqvist’s car 
at both next weekend’s season-opening race 
in St. Petersburg, Florida, and the $1 million 
challenge at California’s Thermal Auto Club 

in late March.
Bon Jovi will be in IndyCar’s star-stud-

ded two-seater at St. Pete when Castroneves 
leads the field to green on the downtown 
city streets for the March 10 season open-
er. Both will be wearing custom Bon Jovi 
Radio firesuits.

Castroneves now has an ownership shake 
in Meyer Shank Racing, which is co-owned 
by Jim Meyer, the former CEO of Siri-
usXM. Rosenqvist will be making his MSR 
debut.

Bon Jovi to lead the field to 
green in IndyCar season-opener

The Norwell Middle School swim and 
dive team won over Indian Springs Wednes-
day night.

The boys won 13-34 and the girls 113-
69.

First-place finishers were:
Boys
• Ben Peterson in the diving events and in 

the 100-yard IM.
• Evan Swallow in the 200-yard freestyle 

and in the 400-yard freestyle.
• Wyatt Goulet in the 50-yard freestyle.
• Eli Rodgers in the 50-yard butterfly.
• Tyler Zent in the 100-yard back-

stroke.

• Easton Reinhard in the 100-yard breast-
stroke.

• Oakleaf, Reinhard, Rodgers and Rupp 
in the 200-yard medley relay.

• Goulet, Zent, Swallow and Peterson in 
the 200-yard freestyle relay.

• Zent, Peterson, Swallow and Goulet in 
the 300-yard freestyle relay.

Girls
• Katelyn Troutt in the diving events.
• Mia Kurtz in the 200-yard freestyle.
• Abby Swineford in the 100-yard free-

style.
• Grant, Kurtz, Easley and Miakowski in 

the 300-yard freestyle relay.

Knights beat Eagles in MS swim

By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer

South Carolina, Ohio State, Stanford and 
UCLA would be the No. 1 seeds in the NCAA 
Tournament if it began now.

The NCAA women’s basketball selection 
committee on Thursday did its second reveal 
of the teams in line for the top 16 seeds. A lot 
has changed in the two weeks since the ini-
tial unveiling, outside of South Carolina and 
Ohio State’s dominance. Of the original top 16 
seeds, 11 lost at least one game.

“That’s a testament to where college basket-
ball is right now, it’s difficult night in and night 
out,” NCAA women’s basketball selection 
committee chair Lisa Peterson told The Asso-
ciated Press in a phone interview Thursday. 
“That hasn’t always been the case.”

Peterson said that South Carolina and Ohio 
State have had really strong seasons and that 
there was a lot of discussion of the final two 
No. 1 seeds.

“Stanford was a little more secure than the 
others because of their body of work,” she said. 
“They lost to Arizona, but Cameron Brink was 
out. The last No. 1 had a lot of conversations 
considering that Virginia Tech has been play-
ing so great right now. UCLA had such a tough 
schedule and they have (Lauren) Betts back.”

Just outside the top four teams was Caitlin 
Clark and Iowa, which is ranked No. 6 in the 
AP poll. It will be Clark’s last NCAA Tour-
nament as she announced on Thursday she is 
foregoing her final season to enter the WNBA 

Draft.
The Hawkeyes, last year’s national runners-

up, were once again projected as a No. 2 seed. 
They play at home against Ohio State on Sun-
day.

The top 16 seeds will host first- and sec-
ond-round games, with the regional rounds 
being played at two neutral sites for the second 
straight year. Portland, Oregon, will host half of 
the Sweet 16, and Albany, New York, will host 
the other eight teams.

South Carolina and Ohio State were pro-
jected as the top seeds in the Albany Region-
al, with Stanford and UCLA in Portland. The 
unbeaten Gamecocks were the overall No. 1 
seed.

Joining the Gamecocks in their bracket 
were No. 2 Iowa, No. 3 Oregon State and No. 
4 Oklahoma.

Peterson said Iowa was switched with USC 
to ensure that the bracketing principle of keep-
ing the top four teams in a conference in differ-
ent regions was protected.

The Pac-12 had five of the top 16 seeds.
The Buckeyes would have No. 2 seed 

Southern Cal, No. 3 LSU and No. 4 Colorado. 
The Buffaloes were a No. 1 seed in the initial 
review.

The other top teams in Stanford’s region 
were No. 2 Texas, No. 3 N.C. State and No. 4 
Indiana. UCLA would be joined by Virginia 
Tech, UConn and Gonzaga.

Teams just outside the top 16 included Kan-
sas State, Notre Dame, Syracuse and Utah.

NCAA reveals its top 16 seeds 
in women’s tournament reveal



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and physiological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Pre-Applica-
tion can be found on our web-
site at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once pre-application is com-
pleted, details on the paper
application will be emailed to
the applicant. Return complet-
ed paper application to 1615
W Western Ave, Bluffton, Indi-
ana 46714 Attn: Chief Deputy
Randy Steele no later than
12:00 pm on March 15, 2024.

Lottery 
Numbers

Public Notice
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 12-21-24-39-

40
Cash4Life — 06-07-21-

26-57, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

02-04-06-08-10-12-25-31-
33-34-35-36-37-52-57-68-
69-73-78-79, BE: 06

Daily Three-Midday — 
01-00-01, SB: 03

Daily Three-Evening — 
00-03-01, SB: 07

Daily Four-Midday — 
02-06-06-01, SB: 03

Daily Four-Evening — 
04-08-08-08, SB: 07

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-10-12-13-21-25-33-
35-36-40-43-49-50-56-57-
58-60-65-73-78, BE: 50

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $5.6 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $607 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $443 million

Chester Township, Wells County, Indiana Cash & 
Investments Combined Statement - 2023

Local Local Fund    Beg Cash        End Cash & 
Fund Name     & Inv Bal        Inv Bal Dec.
Number       Jan. 1, 2023    Receipts  Disbursements          31, 2023
Governmental Activities
CF1 Cumulative Fire $225,225.60 $61,208.29                  $0.00     $286,433.89
FF1 Fire Fighting   $72,066.26   $8,234.30            $1,824.41       $78,476.15
RD1 Rainy Day   $13,024.66          $0.00                   $0.00       $13,024.66
T1 Township   $59,910.37 $38,729.34          $24,369.83       $74,269.88
TA1 Township Assistance     $7,539.76          $0.00               $348.60         $7,191.16
      Total All Funds $377,766.65 $108,171.93 $26,542.84     $459,395.70

A complete and detailed Annual Report has been filed with the County Auditors Office and is subject to 
inspection by any taxpayer of the township.

nb 3/1
hspaxlp

MARCH 2 - 9 a.m. - Con-
signment auction. 6632 N. 
500 W., Decatur, IN. Personal 
property: Furniture, antiques, 
jewelry, household, holiday 
decor, knife decor, collectibles, 
die cast, Scooby Doo, Betty 
Boop, books, vintage clothing, 
and more. Preview March 1, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wiegmann Auc-
tioneers, wiegmannauctioneers.
com, 260-447-4311.
BIDDING ENDS MARCH 3 - 
(Online Only Auction) - The 
Estate of Alan Johnson, sell-
er. 2021 Jeep Grand Chero-
kee Limited w/3,600 miles, (2) 
Vintage Triumph motorcycles, 
modern furniture, antiques, 
beer signs, model ships, qual-
ity tools, Schwinn Airdyne 
exercise bike, household, 2017 
Grasshopper zero turn mower, 
2018 Sure-Trac enclosed trail-
er. Sale manager, Brandon 
Steffen, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING ENDS MARCH 5 - 
(Online Only Auction) - The 
Estate of Alan Johnson, 
seller. Northern Wells, 3 bed-
room ranch home on 1/2 acre 
with 2,384 square feet and 1 
full bathroom. Sale manager, 
Brandon Steffen, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
MARCH 14 - 10 a.m. EST - 
Clemens and Carol Burger, 
owners. Ken-Bar Tool & Engi-
neering Company liquidation! 
Over 300 lots. 2016 GMC Sier-
ra, 2005 Chevrolet 3500 cargo 
van, 2008 Mercury Grand Mar-
quis, CNC machines, mills, 
lathes, ladders, grinders, saws, 
tooling, tools, more! Preview 
March 11, 10 a.m.-noon, 3121 
S. Walnut St., Muncie, call for 
information. Pickup March 
18 and 19, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 
large items can be picked up 
by appointment only up to 10 
days. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.

Public
Sale 

Calendar

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711 
or email: careers@swissvillage.org 

EOE

Now Seeking: Team Teacher
Kinder Haus Daycare at Swiss Village is now seeking a Full-Time Team 
Teacher to work 32+ hours/week! Varied hours from 6am-5pm M-F. 
Responsibilities include providing high quality childcare services and 

assisting the Lead Teacher with supervision of the classroom. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED and be at least 18 years of age. Strong 

desire to work with children required. Educational background in early 
childhood is preferred.

NOTICE
Notices

HAVING AN UPCOMING

event? A 20 word, line classi-
fied ad for six days is only
$24.50. Add a border for an
additional $1 or a graphic for
an additional $5. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office
at 260-824-0224 or 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN, or
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-

VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

Help Wanted

HELOISE HINT: Want to be 
successful at your job? Part of 
being successful at work is hav-
ing the ability to communicate 
clearly and effectively. It’s also 
good to be concise, according 
to job experts. Fax Heloise @ 
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West
Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to
prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Miscellaneous
FOR SALE

HOLLEY SALES, INC. is
looking for an experienced
medium duty / heavy duty
truck mechanic. Full-time.
Starting pay is $25.00 per
hour. 40-45 hours per week.
Some Saturday mornings re-
quired. Paid uniforms. Vaca-
tion & holiday pay. Please
apply in person at 12005 In-
dianapolis Rd. Yoder, IN
46798 or send your resume
to
dirk@holleytruckparts.com.
For more information, call
260-478-7411.

BASKETBALL
High School

Monday Boys’ Scores
No Games.

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Thursday, Feb. 29
EAST

Albany (NY) 91, New Hampshire 67
Binghamton 76, Maine 74, OT
CCSU 78, LIU 64
Delaware 73, Northeastern 67
Drexel 90, Stony Brook 86
Le Moyne 70, Wagner 56
Mass.-Lowell 89, Bryant 67
Merrimack 74, Fairleigh Dickinson 

55
Rutgers 82, Michigan 52
Sacred Heart 79, Stonehill 51
UMBC 79, NJIT 60

SOUTH
Coll. of Charleston 96, Campbell 73
Elon 76, William & Mary 71
Gardner-Webb 72, Longwood 69
Hampton 64, Monmouth (NJ) 56
Hofstra 69, UNC-Wilmington 58
Liberty 83, New Mexico St. 58
Memphis 82, East Carolina 58
Morehead St. 72, SE Missouri 50
Towson 84, NC A&T 58
UT Martin 80, Tennessee Tech 69
UTEP 72, Jacksonville St. 65

MIDWEST
Lindenwood (Mo.) 67, S. Indiana 63
Ohio St. 78, Nebraska 69
S. Dakota St. 72, North Dakota 62
South Dakota 88, N. Dakota St. 68
St. Thomas (MN) 88, Omaha 61
W. Illinois 70, E. Illinois 66

FAR WEST
Abilene Christian 77, S. Utah 68
Grand Canyon 72, Texas Rio 

Grande Valley 43
Montana St. 62, Idaho 48
Utah 90, Stanford 68

Women’s Basketball Scores
Thursday, Feb. 29

EAST
Albany (NY) 45, New Hampshire 40
Boston College 78, North Carolina 

74
Bryant 60, Mass.-Lowell 51
CCSU 65, LIU Brooklyn 56
Delaware St. 57, Morgan St. 53
Fairfield 64, Quinnipiac 46
Fairleigh Dickinson 71, Merrimack 

63
Iona 71, Canisius 58
Le Moyne 55, Wagner 46
Maine 57, Binghamton 51
Maryland 79, Wisconsin 63
Mount St. Mary’s 58, Manhattan 43
NJIT 77, UMBC 76, OT
Niagara 75, Rider 56
Sacred Heart 78, Stonehill 49
Siena 73, Marist 62

SOUTH
Alabama 76, Florida 73
Auburn 77, Mississippi St. 60
Austin Peay 63, E. Kentucky 55
Chattanooga 60, Furman 53
Clemson 68, Wake Forest 64
Duke 73, Virginia 54
Florida Gulf Coast 75, North Florida 

33
Louisville 70, Florida St. 55

McNeese St. 72, Houston Christian 
64

Miami 62, Pittsburgh 44
Mississippi 75, Kentucky 45
NC State 75, Syracuse 71, OT
Northwestern St. 55, Nicholls 47
SE Missouri 70, Morehead St. 63
Stetson 55, Jacksonville 51
Tennessee 75, Texas A&M 66
UT Martin 67, Tennessee Tech 37
Wofford 75, ETSU 64

MIDWEST
Bellarmine 80, Lipscomb 74
Denver 74, UMKC 60
Detroit 64, IUPUI 59
Drake 84, Ill. Chicago 63
Grand Canyon 66, Texas Rio 

Grande Valley 40
Illinois St. 75, S. Illinois 66, OT
Michigan St. 87, Illinois 70
Missouri St. 70, Bradley 44
N. Dakota St. 63, South Dakota 54
N. Iowa 78, Valparaiso 59
Notre Dame 71, Virginia Tech 58
Oakland 84, Wright St. 82, 2OT
Omaha 79, St. Thomas (MN) 62
S. Dakota St. 103, North Dakota 47
S. Indiana 75, Lindenwood (Mo.) 38
Vanderbilt 68, Missouri 61
W. Illinois 64, E. Illinois 54

SOUTHWEST
Abilene Christian 75, S. Utah 42
Cal Baptist 100, Stephen F. Austin 

96, OT
Incarnate Word 53, SE Louisiana 51
Lamar 74, Texas A&M Commerce 

58
Seattle 81, Texas-Arlington 77
South Carolina 98, Arkansas 61
Tarleton St. 76, Utah Tech 60
Texas A&M-CC 81, New Orleans 54
UALR 68, Tennessee St. 46
UTEP 70, Jacksonville St. 48

FAR WEST
E. Washington 56, Montana 55
Idaho 58, Montana St. 53
Liberty 60, New Mexico St. 56
N. Arizona 89, Idaho St. 74
N. Colorado 72, Weber St. 64
Pacific 82, San Diego 62
Santa Clara 86, Loyola Marymount 

45
Southern Cal 95, Arizona 93, 2OT
UC Irvine 64, CS Northridge 54
UCLA 70, Arizona St. 41
Utah 82, Washington St. 67

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB

Boston 46 12 .793 —
New York 35 25 .583 12
Philadelphia 33 25 .569 13
Brooklyn 23 36 .390 23½
Toronto 22 37 .373 24½

Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB

Miami 33 25 .569 —
Orlando 34 26 .567 —
Atlanta 26 33 .441 7½
Charlotte 15 44 .254 18½
Washington 9 49 .155 24

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Cleveland 38 20 .655 —
Milwaukee 39 21 .650 —
Indiana 34 26 .567 5
Chicago 28 31 .475 10½

Detroit 9 49 .155 29
WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division
 W L Pct GB

New Orleans 35 25 .583 —
Dallas 34 25 .576 ½
Houston 25 33 .431 9
Memphis 20 39 .339 14½
San Antonio 12 48 .200 23

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 42 17 .712 —
Oklahoma City 41 18 .695 1
Denver 40 19 .678 2
Utah 27 33 .450 15½
Portland 15 42 .263 26

Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB

L.A. Clippers 37 20 .649 —
Phoenix 34 24 .586 3½
Sacramento 33 25 .569 4½
Golden State 31 27 .534 6½
L.A. Lakers 32 28 .533 6½

Wednesday’s Games
Dallas 136, Toronto 125
Indiana 123, New Orleans 114
Minnesota 110, Memphis 101
Chicago 132, Cleveland 123, 2OT
Denver 117, Sacramento 96
L.A. Lakers 116, L.A. Clippers 112

Thursday’s Games
Milwaukee 111, Charlotte 99
Orlando 115, Utah 107
Brooklyn 124, Atlanta 97
Golden State 110, New York 99
San Antonio 132, Oklahoma City 

118
Houston at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Miami at Denver, 10 p.m.
Washington at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 

p.m.
Friday’s Games

Charlotte at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Cleveland at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Golden State at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Indiana at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Portland at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Milwaukee at Chicago, 10 p.m.
Washington at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 

p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Atlanta at Brooklyn, 3 p.m.
Utah at Miami, 5 p.m.
Portland at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Denver at L.A. Lakers, 8:30 p.m.
Houston at Phoenix, 9 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Philadelphia at Dallas, 1 p.m.
Golden State at Boston, 3:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Minnesota, 3:30 

p.m.
Charlotte at Toronto, 6 p.m.
Detroit at Orlando, 6 p.m.
Indiana at San Antonio, 7 p.m.
New York at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Phoenix, 9:30 

p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Florida 60 40 16 4 84 198 145
Boston 61 35 12 14 84 207 169

Toronto 59 34 17 8 76 220 187
Detroit 60 33 21 6 72 216 191
Tampa Bay 62 32 24 6 70 210 210
Buffalo 60 28 28 4 60 174 180
Montreal 60 23 28 9 55 170 215
Ottawa 57 25 29 3 53 190 203

Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

N.Y. Rangers 60 40 17 3 83 201 164
Carolina 60 36 18 6 78 198 167
Philadelphia 60 31 22 7 69 183 177
New Jersey 59 30 25 4 64 198 205
N.Y. Islanders 59 25 20 14 64 175 200
Washington 58 27 22 9 63 153 186
Pittsburgh 56 27 21 8 62 170 154
Columbus 59 19 30 10 48 173 218

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Dallas 62 36 17 9 81 222 188
Winnipeg 58 37 16 5 79 177 139
Colorado 60 36 19 5 77 221 189
Nashville 61 34 25 2 70 194 189
St. Louis 59 30 26 3 63 171 185
Minnesota 60 28 26 6 62 189 202
Arizona 59 23 31 5 51 170 196
Chicago 59 15 39 5 35 123 208

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Vancouver 61 38 16 7 83 221 170
Vegas 60 33 20 7 73 196 172
Edmonton 57 35 20 2 72 204 170
Los Angeles 58 29 19 10 68 178 160
Calgary 59 29 25 5 63 185 184
Seattle 58 25 22 11 61 163 169
Anaheim 58 20 35 3 43 151 207
San Jose 57 15 37 5 35 120 222
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Wednesday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers 4, Columbus 1
Edmonton 3, St. Louis 2, OT

Thursday’s Games
Carolina 4, Columbus 2
N.Y. Islanders 5, Detroit 3
Toronto 4, Arizona 2
Buffalo 3, Tampa Bay 2, OT
Boston 5, Vegas 4
Florida 4, Montreal 3, SO
Dallas 4, Winnipeg 1
Nashville 6, Minnesota 1
Colorado at Chicago, 9 p.m.
Los Angeles at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Anaheim at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Arizona at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Washington, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Anaheim, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Winnipeg at Carolina, 12:30 p.m.
Florida at Detroit, 3 p.m.
Edmonton at Seattle, 4 p.m.
Colorado at Nashville, 6 p.m.
Minnesota at St. Louis, 6 p.m.
Montreal at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Vegas at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Boston at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 p.m.
Columbus at Chicago, 8 p.m.
San Jose at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Calgary, 10 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Arizona at Washington, 1 p.m.
New Jersey at Los Angeles, 3:30 

p.m.

San Jose at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Winnipeg at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at Anaheim, 8 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Edmonton, 9 p.m.

BASEBALL
Spring Training

AMERICAN LEAGUE
  W L Pct

Baltimore 6 1 .857
Texas 5 1 .833
Kansas City 5 3 .625
Detroit 3 3 .500
Boston 4 2 .667
New York 3 2 .600
Los Angeles 3 3 .500
Oakland 3 3 .500
Chicago 3 5 .375
Cleveland 2 4 .333
Houston 3 4 .429
Minnesota 1 4 .200
Tampa Bay 2 3 .400
Toronto 2 4 .333
Seattle 1 4 .200

NATIONAL LEAGUE
  W L Pct

Cincinnati 4 1 .800
Philadelphia 3 1 .750
Los Angeles 5 2 .714
New York 4 2 .667
Washington 4 2 .667
Colorado 5 3 .625
Arizona 4 3 .571
Atlanta 3 3 .500
San Diego 4 4 .500
Chicago 3 3 .500
St. Louis 2 3 .400
Miami 1 3 .250
Milwaukee 1 5 .167
Pittsburgh 1 5 .167
San Francisco 0 4 .000

Wednesday’s Games
Detroit 5, Pittsburgh 3
Washington 4, Boston 3
Baltimore 12, Minnesota 3
Atlanta 7, Philadelphia 7
Toronto 3, Tampa Bay 2
Houston 6, Miami 1
N.Y. Mets 3, St. Louis 0
San Diego 3, Chicago White Sox 1
Oakland 7, San Francisco 4
Texas 6, L.A. Dodgers 4
Arizona 8, Cleveland 6
Colorado 3, L.A. Angels 1
Kansas City 9, Seattle 7
Chicago Cubs 6, Milwaukee 1

Thursday’s Games
Boston 5, Detroit 2
Atlanta (ss) 5, Minnesota 0
Baltimore 9, Pittsburgh 8
Atlanta (ss) 12, Tampa Bay 9
Washington 3, St. Louis 1
Philadelphia 5, Toronto 0
San Diego 5, Oakland 3
Chicago White Sox (ss) 6, Kansas 

City 1
Texas 7, Milwaukee 5
Colorado 10, Chicago Cubs 9
L.A. Angels 4, Cleveland 1
Chicago White Sox (ss) 6, Seattle 

5
Arizona 2, San Francisco 1
Houston 2, N.Y. Mets 1
Miami 0, N.Y. Yankees 0
Cincinnati 5, L.A. Dodgers 4

Friday’s Games
Atlanta vs Baltimore at North Port, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Detroit vs Philadelphia (ss) at 

Lakeland, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Minnesota vs Boston at Fort 

Myers, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh vs Tampa Bay at Bra-

denton, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Washington vs Houston at West 

Palm Beach, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Philadelphia (ss) vs Miami at 

Clearwater, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
St. Louis vs N.Y. Mets at Jupiter, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs vs Chicago White 

Sox at Mesa, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
Kansas City vs Oakland at Sur-

prise, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
San Francisco vs Texas at Scotts-

dale, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
Colorado vs Seattle at Scottsdale, 

Ariz., 3:10 p.m.
San Diego (ss) vs L.A. Angels at 

Peoria, Ariz., 3:10 p.m.
Milwaukee vs San Diego (ss) at 

Phoenix, 3:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees vs Toronto at Tampa, 

Fla., 6:35 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers vs Cleveland at 

Phoenix, 8:05 p.m.
Cincinnati vs Arizona at Goodyear, 

Ariz., 8:05 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Baltimore vs N.Y. Yankees at 
Sarasota, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Boston (ss) vs Washington at Fort 
Myers, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Detroit vs Pittsburgh at Lakeland, 
Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Houston vs St. Louis at West Palm 
Beach, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Philadelphia vs Minnesota at 
Clearwater, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Tampa Bay vs Boston (ss) at Port 
Charlotte, Fla., 1:05 p.m.

Toronto vs Atlanta at Dunedin, 
Fla., 1:07 p.m.

Miami vs N.Y. Mets at Jupiter, Fla., 
1:10 p.m.

Cleveland vs Kansas City at 
Goodyear, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.

Texas vs Chicago White Sox at 
Surprise, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (ss) vs Chicago 
Cubs at Phoenix, 3:05 p.m.

San Francisco vs San Diego at 
Scottsdale, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.

L.A. Angels vs Arizona at Tempe, 
Ariz., 3:10 p.m.

Seattle vs Oakland at Peoria, 
Ariz., 3:10 p.m.

Colorado vs Cincinnati at Scotts-
dale, Ariz., 3:10 p.m.

Milwaukee vs L.A. Dodgers (ss) at 
Phoenix, 3:10 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Thursday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
DETROIT TIGERS — Claimed 3B 

Buddy Kennedy off waivers from St. 
Louis.

National League
NBA

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS — 
Assigned G Sharife Cooper to the 
Cleveland Charge of the G League.

News-Banner Scoreboard
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Check out these 
websites of local 
& area companies 
and businesses.

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! 
The power of print and the Internet, working 
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.

hidaymotors.comicav.us EdwardJones.com

blu� tontire.com

Bluffton 
Tire

thomarich.com

Th oma/Rich, 
Lemler

Funeral Home
bi-countyservices.com(260)824-1253

Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

riverstonedental.net

jerry� ackinsuranceandinvestments.com

Jerry Flack
& Associates

lafontainecenter.org
A RHF Community

abovebeyondrecon.com

&ABOVE  BEYOND
Vehicle Reconditioning

stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

family dentistry

nb-digital.com
Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO

Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 
Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring

Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

myersfuneralhomes.com3riversfcu.org

lengerichmeats.com

Have a Webs ite?
Tell the World!

daniels-jewelers.net 2155 N. Main St., Bluffton
 (260)824-9643

 www.daniels-jewelers.net

kellysautocollision.com

Owners: Dustin Kelly
820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton

824-3995

JC’sGARAGE
DOOR

SALES & SERVICE

jcsgaragedoor.com

moserandsonheatingandair.com

ALL SEASON
SERVICE NEEDS
Check Out Our Air Conditioning 
or Furnace Units

219 E. Perry St. Bluff ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

thegmcfamily.com

myblu� tonsfagent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com
Erin Daugherty

260.827.0527
www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

� shersgaragedoors.com

homecourthomecare.com

dazeys.com/blu� ton-ingenesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

mrkoolheatingandair.com

extension.purdue.edu/wells

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is Tues., Mar. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
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$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Apr. deadline is 
Tues., Mar. 26!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

By EMILY 
WAGSTER PETTUS 

Associated Press
VICKSBURG, Miss. (AP) — 

Thelma Sims Dukes grew up dur-
ing the 1940s and ‘50s in a segre-
gated Mississippi town steeped in 
Civil War history.

As a small Black girl, she 
would walk to school through 
Vicksburg National Military Park 
— the hilly battlefield where 
Union and Confederate soldiers 
fought and died over whether the 
U.S. would continue allowing 
slavery in the South.

Union forces won a pivotal 
campaign to capture the town of 
Vicksburg and gain control of 
the Mississippi River in 1863, 
hastening the war’s end. But dur-
ing Dukes’ childhood, Vicksburg 
venerated the Confederacy and 
ignored the history of Black sol-
diers who fought for the Union, 
including her great-great grandfa-
ther, William “Bill” Sims.

“The superintendents and the 
museum curators — they said 
we didn’t fight in the Civil War,” 
Dukes said recently.

The Black soldiers’ valor and 
service to the country is no longer 
ignored, thanks to the efforts of 
historians, park employees and cit-
izens like Dukes. On crisp morn-
ing in mid-February, Dukes and 
her niece, Sara Sims, and four park 
employees — two of them Black 
men wearing reproductions of U.S. 
Army uniforms from the Civil War 
— placed American flags on 13 
graves where a group of recently 
identified Black soldiers are buried 
in Vicksburg National Cemetery, 
which is part of the military park.

A historian working for the mil-
itary park, Beth Kruse, identified 
the soldiers through research of 
military records, newspapers and 
other sources. Their remains lie 

beneath white marble headstones 
carved with numbers rather than 
names, as are most veterans buried 
in the cemetery.

In recent years, the National Park 
Service has broadened how it pres-
ents history in parks nationwide. In 
the Vicksburg military park, which 
is dotted with more than 1,400 
monuments, markers and tablets 
and is one of the largest tourist 
attractions in Mississippi, drawing 
visitors from around the globe, the 
visitor center now includes infor-
mation about Black history, and a 
monument to Black soldiers was 
dedicated 20 years ago.

Sunlight dappled the graves 
under a towering magnolia tree 
during the flag-planting ceremony 
on Feb. 14. Dukes said the men 
and other Black Union soldiers 
were “freedom fighters,” not only 
for themselves but for all Ameri-
cans.

“They are not unknowns any-
more,” she said. “This is a start. 
This is good. Let’s put history 
right.”

The newly identified soldiers 
had enlisted in the Vicksburg-
based 1st Mississippi Infantry 
(African Descent) as the town was 
under federal occupation. In early 
1864, 18 soldiers and two white 
officers traveled by boat some 95 
miles north along the Mississippi 
River to Chicot County, Arkansas, 
to forage for crops to feed people 
and horses.

On Feb. 14, 1864, at Ross 
Landing near the town of Lake 
Village, irregular Confederate 
troops from Missouri shot the 
Union soldiers and officers, killing 
most and leaving some for dead. 
They used the Union soldiers’ 
own bayonets to impale the dead 
and wounded, pinning them to the 
ground, according to research by 
Kruse.

Brendan Wilson, chief of inter-
pretation, education and part-
nerships for Vicksburg National 
Military Park, said on the 160th 
anniversary of the gruesome day 
in Ross Landing that it’s still not 
known which of the 13 Black 
soldiers from that massacre is in 
which specific grave. Records 
show where the group is buried.

“And now we have their names 
and can bring those names back to 
life,” Wilson said.

Kruse is working in Vicksburg 
through the National Park Ser-
vice’s Mellon Humanities Post-
doctoral Fellows program. She 
said at least 11 soldiers of the 
1st Mississippi Infantry (African 
Descent) were previously enslaved 
on southern plantations.

“For these soldiers, it was not 
abstract ideology,” she said. “They 
knew what it was to be unfree.”

Vicksburg National Cemetery 
was established in 1866 and now 
holds more than 18,000 graves 
— veterans from six wars and a 
few former park employees. More 
than 17,000 of them fought for the 
Union in the Civil War, includ-
ing more than 5,500 Black sol-
diers, designated by the U.S. War 
Department in 1863 as United 
States Colored Troops.

Vicksburg is the largest ceme-
tery for Union soldiers and sailors, 
its dead brought from Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Arkansas and other 
states. Nearly 13,000 are buried as 
unknown.

About 5,000 Confederate sol-
diers are buried in a city cemetery 
in Vicksburg, outside the military 
park.

Some 80 years after the Civil 
War ended, Dukes’ father worked 
in maintenance at the national 
military park. She said she has 
always thought the landscape of 
the former battlefield is beautiful, 

but when she was young she never 
saw any of the history there as rel-
evant to the Black community.

“All I know is that the South 
lost. OK, I did know that,” Dukes 
said. “But none of the battles 
like we are learning now. I didn’t 
feel like it was any connection to 
Blacks.”

In 2004, Vicksburg National 
Military Park dedicated a monu-
ment honoring the Black soldiers 
who fought in the Vicksburg Cam-
paign. The troops were pivotal 
in a Union victory at Milliken’s 
Bend, Louisiana, along the Missis-
sippi River north of Vicksburg, in 
June 1863. Robert Major Walker, 
a historian elected as Vicksburg’s 
first Black mayor in 1988, pro-
posed the monument in 1999 after 
spending years doing research and 
securing money for it.

“Something had to be done to 
show the involvement of Black 
folk in the Civil War,” Walker said 
recently. “So much positive had 
been left out of the books of his-
tory. Everybody needed to know 
the truth.”

Dukes, whose great-great 
grandfather fought at Milliken’s 
Bend and survived the war, criti-
cizes efforts by some Republican 
governors, including Florida’s Ron 
DeSantis and Mississippi’s Tate 
Reeves, to limit the teaching about 
slavery and other difficult aspects 
of U.S. history.

“And I don’t see why the 
majority of people in America 
don’t say, ‘No, you can’t do that. 
Let’s tell it all,’” Dukes said.

Three days after placing Ameri-
can flags in the cemetery, Dukes 
joined others inside the military 
park’s visitor center for a libation 
ceremony, a traditional African 
religious ritual, to pay tribute to 
the 20 men killed or wounded at 
Ross Landing.

Albert Dorsey Jr., a history pro-
fessor from Jackson State Univer-
sity, read the name of each man — 
Black and white — as he poured 
water into a pot of soil and grass, 
a small chunk of Earth brought 
indoors for the chilly day:

Pvt. Henry Berry, Pvt. Calvin 
Cathron, 1st Lt. Thaddeus Cock, 
Pvt. Howard Dixon, Corp. Flem-
ing Epps, Pvt. Ruffian Epps, Corp. 
Peter Everman, Pvt. Charles Far-
rar, Pvt. Henry Ford, Pvt. John 
Genefa, Pvt. Anthony Givens, Pvt. 
Richard James, Sgt. Tony McGee, 
Sgt. Noah Powell, Pvt. Thomas 
Ransom, 1st Sgt. James Spen-
cer, Pvt. Isaac Stanton, Pvt. Isom 
Taylor, Corp. Nelson Walker, Pvt. 
James H. Boldin.

After each name, the audience 
of about 50 people responded: 
“Asé,” pronounced ah-SHAY, a 
word from the Yoruba language 
spoken in parts of western Africa. 
It is similar to “Amen,” an affir-
mation of a life force.

The 13 Black men killed in the 
massacre were initially buried at 
Ross Landing, and later interred in 
the cemetery as unknowns. Three 
more were wounded and died dur-
ing or shortly after the Civil War, 
and also were buried as unknowns. 
Two others survived until 1918. 
The two white officers’ bodies had 
been identified and sent home to 
Ohio and Indiana for burial during 
the war.

Kruse told told the audience 
that the Black men who joined the 
Union Army were “not groveling 
for inclusion” but actively chose to 
fight.

“As President Lincoln remarked 
of the Gettysburg dead,” Kruse 
said, “we, too, can recognize the 
men who lay in the hallowed 
grounds of the Vicksburg National 
Cemetery, and never forget what 
they did for freedom.”

Black soldiers are honored, name by name, at Civil War battlefield

WASHINGTON (AP) — Defense Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin faced pointed bipartisan 
criticism at a congressional hearing Thurs-
day for his failure to promptly notify Presi-
dent Joe Biden and other U.S. leaders about 
his hospital stay last month. Republicans 
demanded to know why no one has been 
disciplined.

Members of the House Armed Servic-
es Committee condemned the lapse as an 
embarrassment and a failure of his leader-
ship. They said the fact that Biden was kept 
in the dark about Austin not being in com-
mand for days could have meant confusion 
or delays in military action, even though 
decision-making authorities had been trans-
ferred to the deputy defense secretary.

Austin insisted there were no gaps in 
control of the department or the nation’s 
security because “at all times, either I or 
the deputy secretary was in a position to 
conduct the duties of my office.” He said 

changes have been made to the notification 
process.

Many Democrats also expressed con-
cerns about Austin’s lack of transparency 
about his hospitalization for complications 
from prostate cancer surgery. But some also 
used the hearing to criticize House Republi-
cans, who hold a slim majority, for not pass-
ing a budget or addressing critical national 
security needs.

Rep. Elissa Slotkin, D-Mich., denounced 
the “outrage and drama” from commit-
tee members as she said Austin has admit-
ted making an error, apologized and taken 
action to prevent a repeat. She implored her 
colleagues to “focus in on the things that are 
actually important to national security” such 
as threats from Russia and China.

Nonetheless, there was general agree-
ment that Austin and his staff bungled noti-
fications about his hospital stay in early 
January.

Lawmakers fault Defense Secretary Austin 
for failure of leadership over hospital stay


