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Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET MEDICARE OR MEDICAID READY!

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

FREE INFORMATION - FREE EDUCATION ON 
ALL OUR PRODUCTS WE ARE FORMER TEACHERS

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR 
HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year.

We Have the Marketplace 
Insurance Products!

WE DO FREE INFORMATION/EDUCATION SEMINARS IN YOUR BUSINESS 
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Contents and Introduction

Welcome to the 2024 Wells County Fact Book, compiled by the staff of News-Banner Publications .This easy-to-use reference book is fi lled with a lot of information about the community. You can fi nd out how to contact your local elected offi cials, fi nd out what there is to do in Wells County, look up which agencies and businesses serve the community, and peruse through agri-cultural and population data .We’ve also included a collection of snapshots around the county from 2023 to showcase local events, ven-ues and activities for residents and visitors of all ages .
This is an annual edition, so we welcome suggestions on how to make this resource even more valu-able .
Contact us at Fact Book c/o The News-Banner, 125 N . Johnson St, Bluffton, IN 46714 .Email us at: email@news-banner com
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Emergency Phone Numbers

HOURS:  
Thursday - Friday 3:00 - 8:00pm 

Saturday 12:00 - 8:00pm
zane@dash90wines.com
www.dash90wines.com

6750 W 900 S-90 Warren, IN 46792

2024 Event Schedule
February
10 - Live Music from Bob Thompson
March
2 - Taste of Warren at Dogwood Glen Golf 

Course
9 - 8th Annual Blu� ton NOW! BrrrFest at The 

Wells County 4H Park
April
20 - Payne’s Fish and Chips
26 - Texas Tenderloin
27 - Texas Tenderloin w/ live music from 

Mudhound
May
11 - Live music from Bel and The Bad Wolves
25 - D&D Fish & Tenderloin w/ live music from 

The Rock Bottom Boys of Madison County
27 - D&D Fish & Tenderloin
June
7 - Huntington Trails Beer & Wine Festival @ 

The Huntington County 4H Fairgrounds
22 - Uncle Matt’s BBQ Shack w/ live music 

from The Rylie Lynn Band
29 - JB’s Cuisine Machine
July
4 - Texas Tenderloin w/ live music from The BT 

Boogie Band
5 - Texas Tenderloin
6 - Texas Tenderloin w/ live music from The 

Mountain Dewe Boys
20 - Live music from Bob Thompson
27 - JB’s Cuisine Machine
August
17 - JB’s Cuisine Machine w/ live music from 

Bob Thompson
31 - Live music from the Trevor Hunt Band
September
28 - Uncle Matt’s BBQ Shack
October
18 - Texas Tenderloin
19 - Texas Tenderloin

Emergency Numbers
In Case of 
ANY EMERGENCY, 
                             Dial:

Includes
• Ambulance/EMS • Fire • Police/Sheriff

Other Important Phone Numbers:
Adult Abuse Hotline  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1-800-992-6978
American Red Cross  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 800-733-2767
Bluffton Fire Department  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 824-6050
Bluffton Police Department  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 824-3320
Bluffton Regional Medical Center  .  .  . 824-3210
Bluffton Utilities  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 824-2500
   For other city numbers, see Bluffton listings
Child Abuse Hotline  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 800-800-5556
Crimestoppers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 800-237-7867
F .B .I  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 317-595-4000
Hospitals (area):
 Adams Memorial  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 724-2145
 Bluffton Regional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 824-3210
 Dupont Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 416-3000
   Family Medicine Ctr . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 423-2675
 Huntington Parkview  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 355-3000
 Lutheran Fort Wayne  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 435-7001
 Jay County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 726-7131
 Parkview Memorial .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 484-6636
 Veterans Affairs . Med . Ctr .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 426-5431
Immigration/Naturalization .  .  .  .  . 800-375-5283

Indiana Poison Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1-800-222-1222
Indiana State Police  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 317-232-8248 
Markle Marshall  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 758-2225
Ossian Marshall  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 622-7519
Ossian Town Hall  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 622-4251
   For other town numbers, see Ossian listings
Road Information .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 800-261-7623
Social Security Admin .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 800-772-1213
Suicide Prevention Emergency line  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 988
Suicide Prevention After Hours  . 800-552-0985
Travelers Aid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 240-505-4255
U .S . Customs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 317-248-4060
U.S. Post Office
 Craigville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 565-3606
 Bluffton  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 824-0310
 Liberty Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 694-6500
 Markle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 758-2218
 Ossian .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 622-4101
 Petroleum .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 346-2140
 Poneto .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 694-6446
 Uniondale .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 543-2255
 Yoder  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 622-7264
 Zanesville .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 638-4876
U .S . Secret Service  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1-317-635-6420
United Way of Wells County  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 824-5589
Veterans Service Office  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 824-6403 
Wells Community Foundation  .  .  .  .  .  . 824-8620
Wells County EMS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 824-0166
Wells County Sheriff’s Dept  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 824-3426
Zanesville Marshall  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 638-4080

9 11
for Social Services help, Dial: 2-1-1
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Accommodations
MOTELS/LODGINGS MOTELS

America’s Best Value Inn & Suites, 100 
Charles Deam Ct ., Bluffton, 824-5553 .

Budget Inn, 1090 N . Main St ., Bluffton, 820- 
8095 .

Comfort Inn, 1782 N . Main St ., Bluffton, 
824-4455 .

Hotel Z, 730 W Logan St ., Markle, 758-0701 .
BED & BREAKFAST

Washington Street Inn, 220 E . Washington 
St ., Bluffton, 824-9070 .

CAMPGROUNDS
Bluffton KOA Campground, 1625 W . Lan-

caster St ., Bluffton, 824-0127
Ouabache State Park, 4930 E . Ind . 201, 

Bluffton, 824-0926 .
RECEPTION HALLS

The Corner Depot Kitchen, 2736 S .W . Cen-
ter St .,Vera Cruz, 824-4775 .

Lighted Gardens, 10794 N . Ind . 1, Ossian, 
622-4023 .

Timber Ridge Golf Course, 2330E 250N, 
Bluffton, 824-2728 .

Wells County Commerce & Visitors Cen-
tre, 211 Water St ., Bluffton, 824-0510 .

Wells County Community Center at the 
4-H Park, 1240 4-H Park Road, 824-1689 .

BLUFFTON RESTAURANTS

Arby’s, 995 N . Main St ., 824-5580 .
Billy Ann’s, 113 N . Main St ., 824-8060 .
Bummie’s B&K, 1263 S . Main St ., 824-3626 .
Coco China Buffet, 2020 N . Main St ., 827-

0838 .
Dairy Queen, 960 N . Main St ., 824- 4404 .
El Camino Real III Mexican Restaurant, 

2185 Commerce Dr ., 565-3300 .
Hardee’s Restaurant, 211 N . Main St ., 824-

2668 .
Hoosier House, 1529 S . Harrison Plaza, 353-

1415 .
Hugh’s Bakery & Coffeehouse, 229 W . Mar-

ket St ., 353-1477
Indiana Pancake House, 919 N . Main St ., 

353-1414 .
KFC, 640 N . Main St ., 824-9367 .
Little Caesars Pizza, 941 N . Main St ., 824-

1000 .
Mariachi Loco Mexican Grill, 1595 Harri-

son Plaza, 827-0616 .
Milli’s, 1070 N . Main St ., 827-0755 .
McDonald’s, 984 N . Main St ., 824- 0433 .
Mt. Fuji, 121 N . Main St ., 296-1182
The Nutrition Loft, 109 E . Market St ., 353-

1554 .
Papa Johns, 1980 N . Main St ., 919-4279 .
Parlor City Brewing Company, 212 W . 

123 S.  JohnSon  St.,
Bluffton, In

Follow us 
on for 

our Events.

260-824-0455
Worship: 9 am
SS: 10:15 am

5867 North Main Street, Uniondale, IN

Uniondale Community Church
260-543-2256

A “back to the basics” traditional 
church through worship and song!

We are saving a place just for YOU!

Pastor Karen Ottjes

• Welcoming

• Friendly

• Christ centered
    atmosphere

• Handicap 
    accessible

• Welcoming

• Friendly

• Christ centered
    atmosphere

• Handicap 
    accessible

Uniondale 
Community 

Church
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Agriculture

Accomodations (cont’d); Agriculture

Purdue Extension Service, Wells County 
Community Center, 1240  4-H Park Road, 
Bluffton, s 46714 . Phone  824-6412; Fax 824-
4891 . Home Page: extension .purdue .edu/wells/

Director William Horan, extension educator 
- agriculture and natural resources and commu-
nity development, and Molly Hoag, extension 
educator - health and human sciences . Morgan 
Estrada and Jenni Hoover, secretaries . Anya 
Aulbach - extension educator - 4-H youth de-
velopment . Amy Burch - community wellness 
coordinator . Veronica Briles and Jane Hem-
mick - nutrition education program advisors .

Farm Service Agency (FSA)  115 W .  Har-
vest Road, Bluffton, 824-1930 . 

County Executive Director Elonda Shir-
meyer .

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict (SWCD) share office at 117 W.  Harvest 
Road, Bluffton, 824-1930 ext . 3 . Sara Day, 
NRCS District Conservationist . Dave Lef-
forge, ISDA Resource Specialist . Lynne Huff-
man, SWCD District Coordinator .

STATISTICS
and INFORMATION

Wells County has a population of 28,180 
by the official census in 2020, ranking it as the 
57th most populous county in the state . The 
county has 581 farms by the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture (the most recent year for which 
statistics are available) which was 46th in 
the state . The average farm size was listed as 
387 acres (18th in the state) .  Land in farms in 
Wells totaled 225,047 acres, 14th in Indiana . 
Cropland was 215,386 acres, 13th in Indiana . 
Harvested cropland was 212,268 acres, 12th 
in Indiana . Pastureland of all types was 1,810 
acres, which ranks 87th out of 92 counties . 
Woodland was 4,532 acres, which is 75th  in 
the state .

In 2017 (the most recent year for which sta-
tistics are available) farm cash receipts were 
$187,415,000 (18th in state), with crop receipts 
$111,212,000 (18th in state) and livestock re-
ceipts $76,203,000 (17th in state) .

Government payments came to $3,290,000, 
55th among 92 counties . Imputed income/rent 
received was listed at $9,064,000 which was 
29th  highest in Indiana .

2017 Total Income for Wells farms was 
$199,769,000 (19th in state); Less expenses of 
$180,578,000 (19th in state), leaving a Real-
ized Net Income of $19,191,000 (23rd in In-
diana)

2022 Crop Statistics were:
CORN: 78,300 acres planted, 76,500 acres 

harvested; yield 190 .4 bushels per acre, total 
production 14,566,000 bushels for 23rd place 
in Indiana .

SOYBEANS: 103,000 acres planted, 
102,700 acres harvested; yield 57 .4 bushels 
per acre, total production 5,895,000 bushels for 
11th place in Indiana .

WHEAT: 3,300 acres planted, 2,690 acres 
harvested; yield 79 .9 bushels per acre, total 
production 215,000 bushels for 23rd highest 
ranking in Indiana .

Livestock Statistics
CATTLE: January 2023 data: All cattle, 

7,500 head (35th in Indiana); Beef cows, 400 
head count (68th in Indiana); Milk cows, 2,900 
head count (14th in Indiana) .

HOGS: 2017 data: 180,138 head; 8th in In-
diana

SHEEP: 2017 data: 84 head; 87th in Indiana
CHICKENS: 2017 data: No statistics avail-

able .
TURKEYS: 2017 data: 170 head; 23rd in 

Indiana

Market St ., 307-3858 .
Pizza Hut, 632 N . Main St ., 824-5701 .
Pizza King, 114 W . Water St ., 824-4956 .
Richards Restaurant, 508 Charles Deam 

Court, 824-5884 .
Subway, 933 N . Main St ., 824-7821 .
Taco Bell, 628 N . Main St ., 824-1176 .
Toppings Ice Cream Parlor, 135 W . Market 

St ., 353-3355 .
Tyeger’s Pizza, 931 N . Main St ., 827- 0700 .
Unique Blue Bar & Grill, 205 W . Market St ., 

827-0756 .
Wendy’s, 860 N . Main St ., 824-2143 .
Wings Etc ., 657 N . Main St ., 296-1297 .
Yergy’s State Road BBQ, 1415 S . Main St ., 

824-4950 .
OSSIAN RESTAURANTS

Crimson House Cafe, 304 N . Jefferson St ., 
622-0167 .

East of Chicago Pizza, 1100 Dehner Dr ., 622-
6699 .

China Wok, 1130 Dehner Drive ., 622-6613 .
Mi Casa Mexican Restaurant, 1140 Dehner 

Drive ., 622-6555 .
Nel’s Cafe, 101 S . Jefferson St ., 622- 7345 .
The Tipsy Ditch, 710 S . Jefferson St ., 622-

0283 .
Subway, 502 S . Jefferson St ., 622-6433 .

MARKLE RESTAURANTS
Dairy Queen, Markle, 615 Annette Drive, 

758-2196 .
Koozie’s Pub & Grub, 148 E . Morse St ., 

758-2300 .
Markle’s Pancake House, 165 N . Clark St ., 

758-8106 .
The Pickle, 102 E . Morse St ., 758-2400
Vinatelli’s Italian Cafe, 617 Annette Dr ., 

758-9011
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Agriculture (cont’d)

Bluffton elects a mayor, seven-member 
Common Council, a clerk-treasurer and a City 
Court judge . The mayor heads the executive 
branch, and the city council is the legislative 
branch and makes all appropriations .

The Bluffton Common Council is in its first 
year as a seven-member council .

The mayor appoints two persons to serve 
with him on the Bluffton Board of Public 
Works and Safety, which manages the city util-
ities, authorizes and contracts for purchases, 
and approves payment of bills .

The clerk-treasurer is the city’s financial of-
ficer, issuing checks and serving as secretary 
for the Common Council and Board of Works .  

The City Court judge operates the court, 
which has jurisdiction on city ordinances and 
on traffic cases.

The mayor and clerk-treasurer are full-time 
positions .

John Whicker (R), Mayor, City Hall, 128 
E .  Market St ., 824-1520  . Home address: 510 
Channing Way; phone 820-2399;  Email: john .
whicker@blufftonindiana .gov

Michelle Simon (R), Clerk-Treasurer, City 
Hall, 128 E . Market St .; 824-0612 . Home ad-
dress: 206 Briarcrest Pl .; Email: michelle@
blufftonindiana .gov

Robert Bate (R), City Court Judge, Police-
Fire Building, 200 E . Market St ., 824-3392; 

Historical Wells County Crop Yields:                              
Year:   Corn  Soybeans  Wheat
2022      190         57              80
2021      219         65     
2020      189         58              71
2019      177         54              64
2018      204         62              76
2017      185         51              73
2016      177         62              85
2015      113         42              53
2014      190         57              86

2013      180         57              71
2012      122         53              70
2011      148         46              63
2010      157         51              60
2009      179         52              78
2008      158         43              75
2007      135         48              57

Note:                                          
Wheat in 2012, Corn in 2013, 2016 and 

2019 and Soybeans in 2019 are estimates .                                 
Wheat in 2021 was not recorded .  

City of Bluffton

We have a wide variety of family-supported programs available.

Specializing in family caregiving.

260-333-1114124 Oak Forest Dr.  Bluffton IN 46714

Call today to see what program fits your families needs!
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City of Bluffton (cont’d)
Email: court@blufftonindiana .gov

Chandler Gerber (R), 1st District Com-
mon Council . Home address: 411 Stillwater 
Dr ., 273-8792; Email: chandler .gerber@bluff-
tonindiana .gov

Josh Hunt (R), 2nd District Common Coun-
cil . Home address: 734 N . Main St ., 417-1024; 
Email: josh .hunt@blufftonindiana .gov

Janella Stronczek (R), 3rd District Com-
mon Council . Home address: 802 S . Main St ., 
273-1539; Email: janella .stronczek@
blufftonindiana .gov

Scott Mentzer (R), 4th Dis-
trict Common Council and 
Common Council President . 
Home address: 628 E . South 
St ., 615-1566; Email: scott .
mentzer@blufftonindiana .
gov

Susan Reed (R), 5th 
District Common Council . 
Home address: 1703 West-
ern Ave ., 830-1609; Email: 
sarah .reed@blufftonindiana .
gov

Blake Fiechter (R), Common Coun-
cil at-Large, 333 Crestwood Ct ., 827-8755; 
Email:  blake.fiechter@blufftonindiana.gov 

Rick Elwell (R), Common Council at-large . 
Home address: 704 W . Dustman Rd ., 827-
8216; Email: rick .elwell@ blufftonindiana .gov

All 10 Bluffton elected officials are elected 
for four-year terms at the same time . The last 
election was in 2023 for terms which expire at 
the end of 2027 . The next municipal election 
will be in 2027 .

Each district council member must reside 
in that district and is elected by only 
the voters in that district . The At-
Large council members and the 
mayor, clerk- treasurer and 
City Court judge are elected 
citywide .

The Bluffton Common 
Council meets at 5 p .m . on 
the first and third Tuesdays 
of the month in the Coun-
cil Chambers on the second 
floor of City Hall, 128 E. 
Market St .

The Bluffton Board of Pub-
lic Works and Safety, composed 
of Mayor John Whicker and Common 
Council members Scott Mentzer and Josh 
Hunt, meets at 4:30 p .m . every Tuesday in 
the City Council Chambers at City Hall, 128 
E . Market Street . The mayor’s assistant and 
secretary is Brenda Jackson, brenda .jackson@
blufftonindiana .gov .

The city attorney is Tony Crowell, tony .
crowell@blufftonindiana .gov .

BLUFFTON UTILITIES
The city of Bluffton operates three utilities 

— electric, water and sewage . Working hours 
are 7:30 a .m . to 4:30 p .m . The city also bills for 
trash and recycling pickup .

Regular office hours at the Utility Office 
are 8 a .m . to 4:30 p .m . Phone: 824-2500 . 
Emergencies during after-hours and weekends 
should be reported to the Bluffton Police De-
partment calling 824-3320 .

Jon Oman is operations manager of Bluff-
ton Utilities in City Hall, 128 E . Market St . 

Phone: 824-2500; Email: jon .oman@
blufftonindiana .gov

For new residential service, 
a deposit of $50 is required . 
If you have a reference from 
previous utility service or a 
good credit report, the de-
posit is only $25 . The de-
posit is refundable when 
leaving Bluffton Utilities .

A temporary connection 
to the electric utility is $50 .

For sewer and water tap 
inquiries and fees, contact the 

Bluffton Utilities office.
CITY ENGINEER

The city is searching for a new city engineer 
at the time of publication . All related emails 
should be sent to jon .oman@blufftonindiana .
gov until a new engineer is found .

BUILDING COMMISSIONER
Richard Triplett is the city’s building com-

missioner. He has an office at Wells Carnegie 
Government Annex, 223 W . Washington St . 
Phone: 824-6068; Email: richard .triplett@
blufftonindiana .gov

OTHER CITY SERVICES
The Street Department is at 1205 S . 
Wayne St ., Phone: 824-0714 . Tim 

Simpson is the street commis-
sioner . Email: tim .simpson@
blufftonindiana .gov . Work-
ing hours are 7:30 a .m . to 
4:30 p .m . 

Emergencies after hours 
and weekends should be 
reported to the Bluffton 
Police Department by call-

ing 824-3320 .
Brush and Limbs Pickup: 

These are collected by the Street 
Department the first 10 days of the 

month, April through November, as 
conditions allow . Brush and limbs should be 
placed out on the first day of each month. Items 
are collected as weather and volume permits .

Leaves will be collected in 2024 according 
to your trash pickup days, with one exception . 
Part of Wednesday’s trash route; homes east of 
Wayne street will be picked up on the Monday 
leaf collection schedule . 

 If your trash/recycling day is Monday and 
all streets east of Wayne Street, your leaves 
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City of Bluffton (cont’d)

1350 W. Main Street, Berne Indiana • 260.589.3173 • swissvillage.org

will be picked up the weeks of Oct . 14 and 
Nov . 11 . If your trash/recycling day is Tuesday, 
your leaves will be picked up the weeks of Oct . 
21 and Nov . 18 . If your trash/recycling day is 
Wednesday, your leaves will be picked up the 
weeks of Oct . 28 and Nov . 25 .

Leaves should be raked to the curb 
(not into the street) by Monday 
morning of your pickup week . 
Crews will make one pass 
through during that week . If 
conditions allow and there 
is a need for additional 
leaf pickup, crews will 
continue to pick up leaves 
the rest of November and 
into December .

Trash and recycling ser-
vices are provided by Re-
public Services . The compa-
ny’s toll-free phone number is 
800-876-9001 . The garbage and 
recycling fee is $18 .75 per month per 
residence, with that amount covering both 
garbage and recycling .

     Trash is picked up on the following 
schedule:

Monday — Homes north of the river .
Tuesday — Homes south of the river, west 

of Wayne Street and north of Wiley Avenue .
Wednesday — Homes south of Wiley Av-

enue and west of Wayne Street . Also, homes 
east of Wayne Street .

Recyclables are picked up every other week . 
The 2024 schedule and map can be download 

on the city’s website or picked up at City 
Hall .

If a pickup day falls on or fol-
lows a holiday, trash and recy-

clables will be collected on 
the following day .

Unlimited bagged trash 
pickup is scheduled for 
May 6, 7 and 8; Oct . 7, 
8 and 9; and Dec .  26, 30 
and 31 .
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Police-Fire Building, 
204 E . Market St ., phone 

(non-emergency) 824-3320 .
Kyle Randall is the police 

chief; his email is kyle .randall@
blufftonindiana .gov .   Andrew Ellis is the 

deputy police chief . Other members of the 
Bluffton Police Department are sergeants 
Brent Archbold, Jason Baker and Josh Smith; 
detectives Cliff Thomas and Marijean Heckel; 
school resource officer Philip Kurut; and offi-
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City of Bluffton (cont’d); Care Centers

Care Centers and Retirement Communities

cers Greg Steele, Geoff Gilbert, Travis Ford, 
Jeffrey Belda, Benjamin Griner, Justin Pitman, 
Amanda Johnson, Ethan Daggett, Trae Jojola, 
Tyler Lambert, Evan Holliday, Logan House 
and Trevor Werst .

Dispatchers are Mike Miller 
(911 director), Christine Ben-
nett, Andrea Garrett, Kim 
Noble, Devin Smith, Court-
ney Harvey, Tiffany Leas, 
Ian Cook, Zach Zeis, Dallas 
Creager and Nicholas Fields . 
Jennifer Krinn is the secre-
tary and city court clerk  .

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Police-Fire Building, 204 E . 

Market St ., phone (non-emergen-
cy) 824-6050. Don Craig is the fire 
chief; his email is don .craig@blufftonin-
diana.gov. Chris Wolf is the deputy fire chief; 
his email is chris .wolf@blufftonindiana .gov .

Lt . Dane Zoda is the Lieutenant of Train-
ing Operations . A-Shift full-time engineers 
and firefighters are Lt. Jim Platt, Tim Franklin, 

Landon Eads and Cameron Rittmeyer . A-Shift 
paid-on-call firefighters are Capt. Justin King, 
Lt . Kyle Morphew, Josh Moriarity, Denny 
Fiscus, Brad Nelson, Seth Bennett and Colin 

Alberson . B-Shift full-time engineers 
and firefighters are Lt. Ryan Stah-

ly, Lt . Dane Zoda, Adam Hannie 
and Caitlin Herndon . B-Shift 
paid-on-call firefighters are 
Lt . Jeremy Heckel, Nathan 
Bueter, Alex Augsburger, 
Jonathan Templin, Gage Dif-
fee and Kadin Garza . C-Shift 
full-time engineers and fire-

fighters are Lt. Taylon Elzey, 
Brian Ehrman, Joshua Hall and 

Kadin Gerber . C-Shift paid-on-
call firefighters are Capt. Justin Ger-

dom, Lt . Jordan Ehrman, Kelly Thomp-
son, Jeremy Wolf, Matt Burkholder, Kirk Bear 
and George Springer . Mike Moriarity is the 
Kelly Engineer. Part time firefighters include 
Trent Markley, Alex Burkhart, Abraham Pratt, 
Eric Musselman and Chelsea Dick .

CARE CENTERS
Markle Health and Rehabilitation, 170 N . 

Tracy St ., Markle, IN 46770, phone 758-2131; 
fax 758-2138. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p .m . Monday through Friday .

Long-term care center providing both skilled 
and intermediate levels of care, including short-
term rehabilitation. Dually certified for both 
Medicare and Medicaid . Accepts long-term 
care insurance policies, private pay, Medicaid 
and Medicaid pending, and most Medicare 
replacement policies . Hospice services and re-
spite care is available . Inpatient and outpatient 
therapy services available onsite . There is a 
limited number of private pay suites . Augustes 
Cottage is a secured memory care community 
located within the center which serves those 
with Alzheimers, dementia, and other diseases 
affecting memory . Admissions accepted 24/7 . 
The executive director is Nicole Moore .

Ossian Health and Rehabilitation Center, 
215 Davis Rd ., Ossian, IN 46777, phone 622-
7821; fax 622-4370. Office hours 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday . Admissions/In-patient Care 
Services 24/7 .

Senior living community offering a full con-
tinuum of care, featuring a new assisted living 
center with studio and 1-bedroom apartments, 
private rehabilitation suites, skilled and long-
term nursing care, inpatient/outpatient rehabili-
tation therapy services (PT, OT, ST, RT), ad-
vanced wound care, EKG monitoring program, 
in house palliative care, memory care unit, 
respite care, transportation services . Medicare 
(traditional and replacement plans) and Med-

icaid certified facility, accepts private pay and 
long-term care insurance policies . Now accept-
ing Medicaid Waiver for assisted living .

The health facility administrator is Tomi 
Cobb, HFA, for more information please call 
622-7821 or email admit .ossian@tlcmgmt .com

RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES
Christian Care Retirement Community, 

720 E . Dustman Rd ., phone 565-3000; fax 565-
3009 .

Office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday or by appointment; Staff avail-
able 24 hours a day .

Independent living including two- and 
three-bedroom villas and one-bedroom apart-
ments; assisted living in one- and two-bedroom 
or efficiency apartments; intermediate and 
skilled (Medicare) nursing care for complete 
service . Also special care unit for Alzheimer’s 
and dementia residents . The executive director 
is Austin Smith .

River Terrace Retirement Community, 
400 Caylor Blvd ., Bluffton, phone 824-8940; 
fax 824-8951 .

Senior living community offering the full 
continuum of care – two-bedroom, two-bath 
cottages with attached garage, one- and two-
bedroom independent living apartments; li-
censed Assisted Living and Memory Support 
Assisted Living apartments; skilled and inter-
mediate nursing care; rehabilitation services; 
transportation services; “River’s Edge Bistro” 
open for lunch; “Corner Shoppe” gift shop; 
walking trail and exercise room . The adminis-
trator is Rod Craft .
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Chamber of Commerce; Industrial Employers
The Wells County Chamber of Commerce 

serves all of Wells County and houses the 
countywide Economic Development and Revi-
talization .

The joint office is at 211 W. Water St., Bluff-
ton; phone 824-0510; fax 824-5871 . Website: 
wellscoc .com and wellsedc .com

Erin Prible is the chamber executive director 
and secretary for the board . Chad Kline is the 
economic development executive director .

2023 Board of Directors:
Patty Randall, president, ProFed Credit 

Union, 824-5991, prandall@profedcu .org
Julie Thompson, vice president, Bluff-

ton Regional Medical Center, 824-3210, ju-
liethompson@blufftonregional .com

Trent Bucher, treasurer, Honegger, Ringger 
& Co ., 824-4107, tbucher@hrc-cpa .com

Sarah MacNeill, secretary, Wells County 
Public Library, 824-1612, smacneill@wellsco-
library .org

Sam Haiflich, past president, BKM Real Es-
tate, 824-3982, sam@bkmauction .com 

Gina Eisenhut, Sprunger & Sprunger, 846-
6788, gina@sprungerandsprunger .com

Other board members: Rick Gentis, First 
Bank of Berne; Blake Gerber, Wells County 
Commissioners; Piercen Harnish, Shelton Fi-
nancial Group; Keith Muhlenkamp, First Mer-
chants Bank; Eventt Norris, Ossian Hardware; 
Julie Quinn, 1st Source Bank; Larry Smith, Ed-
ward Jones; Mike Springer, Norwell Commu-
nity Schools; John Stauffer, WEG Commercial 
Motors. Ex-officio members: Erin Prible, Wells 
County Chamber of Commerce, and Chad 
Kline, Wells County Economic Development .

Industrial Employers
A T Ferrell, 1440 S . Adams St ., Bluffton, 824-

3400
ADM/Alliance Nutrition, 1800 W . Western 

Ave ., Bluffton, 824-0079
Almco Steel Products, 0059 N . Oak St . Ext ., 

Bluffton, 824-1118
American Axle & Manufacturing, 131 W . 

Harvest Rd ., Bluffton, 824-6800
Berne Apparel, 2501E-850N, Ossian, 888-

772-3763
Bluffton Rubber Co ., 810 W . Lancaster St ., 

Bluffton, 827-0871
Buskirk Engineering, 7224E-900N, Ossian, 

622-5550
Cadrex Manufacturing, 6935N-Ind . 1, Ossian, 

622-4150
Croy Machine & Fabrication, 2744 SE Mul-

berry St .-Vera Cruz, Bluffton, 565-3682
Dedrick Tool & Die, 2929E-Ind . 124, Bluff-

ton, 824-3334
DPL Energy, (generating plant in southern 

Wells County), 1065 Woodman Drive, Dayton, 
Ohio, 937-259-7880

Edge Manufacturing, 899 Snider Dr ., 855-

238-8466
Energy Control, 804 W Mill St ., Ossian, 622-

7614
FirstFleet Inc ., 594 Decker Dr ., Bluffton, 824-

4612
Gei-Corp Trucking, 720 W Logan St ., Markle, 

820-0160
General Manufacturing, 1336 W . Wiley Ave ., 

Bluffton, 824-3440
Hershey’s Salty Snacks, 123 Harvest Rd ., 

Bluffton, 824-4838
Inteva Products, 1805 W . Lancaster St ., Bluff-

ton, 203-2060
J & R Products, 1955 W . Lancaster St ., Bluff-

ton, 353-3600
KK Tool, 50 Countryside Dr ., Markle, 758- 

2940
Linder Oil, 820 Industrial Parkway, Ossian, 

622-4680
Matalco, Inc ., 1390 S . Adams St ., Bluffton, 

353-3100
Melching Machine, 1630 Baker Dr ., Ossian, 

622-4315
Mitchel Enterprises, 712 Lancaster St ., Bluff-

 

Consulting, Design, Installation, Equipment Training, Maintenance 

Low Voltage  
Systems Integrator 

961 N. Main Street, Bluffton, IN 46714  
260-824-8888  - - www.stylusav.com 
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Industrial Employers (cont’d); 

Churches
WELLS COUNTY CHURCHES:

(Name, address, phone, pastor, website) 
Apostolic Christian Church, 1970S-800E, 

Bluffton . 565-3583 . Lynn Fiechter .
Apostolic Christian Church, (Bluffton 

North), 630 E . Dustman Road (P .O . Box 322), 
Bluffton. 824-5651. Dan Pfister.

Asbury Chapel United Methodist Church, 
8013W-1100S, Montpelier . Mailing address: 
7994W-900S-90, Warren, IN 46792 .

Bethel Reformed Baptist Church, 4500E-
300S, Bluffton . Ron Garner, pastor . 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church and School, 
6514E-750N, Ossian . 597-7121 . Rev . Samuel 
Wirgau .

Bluffton Church of God, 327 W . Cherry St ., 
Bluffton . 824-8202 . 

Bluffton Wesleyan Chapel (Independent), 
1309 W . Washington St ., Bluffton . 824-4431 . 
Chris King, pastor . 

Boehmer United Methodist Church, 3467S-
600W, Liberty Center . 694-6250 . Steve Nevius, 
260-356-9341 .

Calvary Lutheran Church, 1532 N Main 
St ., Bluffton . 824-0177 

Chester Center Christian Church, 9009S-
300W, (P .O . Box 29) Poneto . 360-608-4139 . Rev . 
Wayne Moore . 

Christian New Light Church, 1011 W . 
Washington St ., Bluffton . 273-0522 . Rev . Timo-
thy McKnight, senior pastor; Rev . Nate Morrow, 
pastor . Mailing address: 1225 W . Washington St ., 
Bluffton . 

Church of Christ, 735 S . Marion St ., Bluff-
ton . 

The Church at McNatt, 9183W-800S-90, 
(P .O . Box 568), Montpelier . 375-2957 . Dan 
Tucker, pastor . 

City on a Hill Church, 705W 900N, Union-
dale . Gary Aupperle, senior pastor; Jerroll Lehm-
an, worship pastor . 

Covenant Chapel, 3550 S . Ind . 1, Bluffton . 
824-8310 . Don Rentschler . 

Domestic Church of Christ, 7063E-900S, 
Bluffton . Mark Dauterman, pastor . Mailing ad-
dress: 4571E-900S, Keystone .

ton, 353-1050
Multi-Fiber LLC, 1000 W . Wiley Ave ., Bluff-

ton, 353-1510 .
Ossian Smoked Meats, 3044E-900N, Ossian, 

622-4191
Pena’s Mechanical Contractors, 405 Carol 

Ann Lane, Ossian, 622-1312
Perma-Column, 400 Carol Ann Lane, Ossian, 

622-7190
Peyton’s Northern, 1111 S . Adams St ., Bluff-

ton, 824-0882
Rethceif Packaging, 420 850N, Ossian, 622-

7200
Roembke Mfg . & Design, 1580 Baker Drive, 

Ossian, 622-4135
Same Day Inc ., 3140E-Ind . 124, Bluffton, 

824-9999
Snider Fleet Solutions, 1400 W . Wiley Ave ., 

Bluffton, 824-4520
SR Schaefer Trucking, 2383W-Ind . 124, 

Bluffton, 694-6980

Standard Plastics, 850 Decker Dr ., Bluffton, 
824-0214

Star Engineering & Machine Co ., 1717 W . 
Lancaster St ., Bluffton, 824-4825

Super-Pufft Snacks, 705 W . Dustman Road, 
Bluffton, 824-2800

TI Automotive, 1200 Baker Dr ., Ossian, 622-
7900

Trusted Supply Chain Partners, 1625 Baker 
Dr ., Ossian, 622-6000

20/20 Custom Molded Plastics, 785 Decker 
Dr ., Bluffton, 565-2020

Valero Renewables, 1441 S . Adams St ., Bluff-
ton, 846-0011

Wayne Metals, 400 E . Logan St ., Markle, 758- 
3121

WEG Commercial Motors, 410 E . Spring St ., 
Bluffton, 827-2200

Westland LLC, 1955 Lancaster St ., Bluffton, 
273-6680

How We Can Help:
•	 Aging
•	 Insomnia
•	 Sleep	Apnea
•	 Chronic	Stress
•	 Post	Traumatic	Stress
•	 Anxiety
•	 Depression
•	 Anger
•	 Memory
•	 Foggy	Thinking
•	 Persistent	COVID	Symptoms
•	 Post	Concussion	Symptoms
•	 Other	Life	Challenges

1169 North Main Street Ste. 4B
Bluffton, IN 46714

(260) 353-1598
Susan Clouser

cereset.com
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Churches (cont’d)
Dillman United Brethren Church, 

8888S1100W-90, Warren . 375-2779 . Matt Ken-
nedy, lead pastor . dillmanchurch .org 

Epworth United Methodist Church, 1204 
W . Cherry St ., Bluffton . 824-5510 . Marlene El-
lis, pastor . 

Fellowship Baptist Church, 210 W . Town-
ley, Bluffton . 565-4141 . Lenny Stringer, pastor . 

First Baptist Church, 202 W . Cherry St ., 
Bluffton . 824-1558 . Les Cantrell, pastor . 

First Church of Christ, 909 W . Spring St ., 
Bluffton . 824-0332 . fccfamily .com .

First Church of the Nazarene, 1515 Clark 
Ave ., Bluffton . 824-0460 . Tim Miller, lead pastor . 

First Presbyterian Church, 215 E . Dustman 
Road, Bluffton. 824-0767. firstpcbluffton.org. 
Rev . Terry Epling .

First Reformed Church, 301 W . Cherry St ., 
Bluffton . 824-3161 . Adam Carroll, interim pastor . 

First United Methodist Church, 325 W . 
Washington St ., Bluffton . 824-2654 . Sherrie 
Drake, pastor .

Forgiven Church, 1409 S . Main St ., Bluffton . 
824-2000 . Scott Ochsner, pastor; Michelle Och-
sner, associate pastor . 

Grace Baptist Church, 1621S-350E (Stog-
dill Road Extended), Bluffton . 824-4660 . Doug-
las McClure . 

Harvest Time Bible Church, 11015S-
600E-90, Keystone . (Mailing address: P .O . Box 
589, Bluffton) . 273-0877 . Tony Robles, pastor . 

Hope Missionary Church, 429 E . Dustman 
Road, Bluffton . 824-1844 . Mark Wilson, lead 
pastor . 

Keystone Church, 10556S-200W, Keystone . 
694-6912 . Dan Sommer . hope4thefamily .com .

Keystone Christian Fellowship, 10556S-
200W (P .O . Box 3) Keystone . 260-251-9313 . 
Pastor Dan Neuenschwander .

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 2803 
N . Main St ., Bluffton . 824-0051 . G . Rick Reyn-
olds, elder .

Lancaster Chapel United Methodist 
Church, 4510E-400N, Craigville . 565-3536 . 
Rev . Dewey Miller . 

Liberty Center Baptist Church, 3071 W . 

Cherry St ., (P .O . Box 206) Liberty Center . 694-
6622 . Aaron J . Westfall, licensed minister . 

Liberty Center Community Church, 2905 
S Main St ., (P .O . Box 226) Liberty Center . 694-
6405 . Diane Samuels, pastor . 

Life Community Church, 428 S . Oak St ., 
Bluffton . 824-2252 . Steve Surbaugh .

Living Water United Church, 6486 S 700E, 
Bluffton . 334-5318 . Rev . Clark Stoller, 334-5318 . 

Markle Church of Christ, 455 E . Morse 
St ., (P .O . Box 609)Markle . 758-2171 . Timothy 
Peace, lead minister; Nathan Palmer, administra-
tive minister; Nick Ridenour, student minister; 
Samantha Oakleaf, children’s minister . 

Markle Riverside 316, 145 W . Morse St ., 
(P .O . Box 378) Markle . Dan First, pastor . 

Murray Missionary Church, 1117 N . Wash-
ington St . (Ind . 116 in Murray), Bluffton . 824-
0113 . Mike Gilbert .

New Beginning Church, 2187 W . Ind . 218, 
Bluffton . 694-6577 . 

New Hope Lutheran Church LCMS, 8824 
N . Ind . 1, Ossian . 622-7954 . 

Nottingham Church, 11020 Ind . 1, Montpe-
lier . 

Ossian Church of the Nazarene, 302 N . 
Metts, Ossian . 622-7449 . Travis Tackett, lead 
pastor . 

Ossian First Baptist Church, 1001 Dehner 
Dr ., Ossian . 622-6900 . Matthew Gullion, pastor . 

Ossian First Presbyterian Church, 123 S . 
Jefferson St ., (P .O . Box 363) Ossian .  622- 4288 . 
Andrew Morton, pastor . ossianchurch .com .

Ossian United Methodist Church, 201 W . 
Mill St . (P .O . Box 385), Ossian . 622-4326 . Rev . 
David Herr .

Park Community Church, 617 S . Bennett 
St ., Bluffton . 824-0887 . Dennis Wood, lead pas-
tor . 

Petroleum Community Church, 3625 E . 
2nd St ., Petroleum . 223-9075 . Pastor Steve Bard .

Poneto Baptist Church, 5819 S . Grape St . 
(P .O . Box 52), Poneto . 726-9887 .

Poneto Faith Community Church, 36 E 
Walnut St ., Poneto . 694-6132 .

River of Hope, 1224 W . Central Ave ., (P .O . 

REDEFINING
REAL ESTATE
& AUCTIONS
IN WELLS COUNTY

ISAAC STOLLER
REAL ESTATE BROKER / AUCTIONEER

260.413.3515
ISAAC.STOLLER@STEFFENGRP.COM

Parades • Food • Free Live Entertainment
Show Choir Contest • Rides • Games

Heavyweight Horse Pulls

September 17–21, 2024
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Churches (cont’d); Clubs and Organizations
Box 568) Bluffton . 824-1986 . Paul Weaver, pas-
tor . rohbluffton .org . 

Seventh Day Adventist Church, 470 E 
Morse St ., (PO Box 314) Markle . 863-257-2349 . 
Pastor Michel Bayson .

Six Mile Church, 4790 
SE Ind . 116, Bluffton . 824-
8521 . Steve Studebaker, 
pastor . 

Sonlight Wesleyan 
Church, 2350 S . Ind . 1, 
Bluffton . 824-0068 . Lyle 
A . Breeding, senior pastor; 
Lane Sander, assistant pas-
tor . 

Southern Wells Com-
munity Church, 9450S-
300W, Poneto . 765-728-
2154 . Zach Ruble, pastor . 

St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, 1300 N . Main St ., 
Bluffton . 824-1380 . Father Da-
vid Violi .

St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, 5912 N . Sugar St ., (P .O . Box 175) 
Uniondale . 543-2245 . Rev . Jarrod Ball .

Tower Life Center, 11811 N . Wayne St ., 
(P .O . Box 4) Zanesville . 638-4108 . Kyle Rein-
hard, lead pastor . 

TurnPointe Community Church of the 
Brethren, 500 W . Logan St ., Markle . 758-9473 . 

Uniondale Community Church, 
5867 N . Main St ., (P .O . Box 115) 
Uniondale . 543-2256 . Rev . Karen Ot-
tjes, 

Uniontown Church of Christ, 
11419N-200W, Ossian . 705-7703 . 
Jon Newlon, minister .

Vera Cruz Family Worship 
Center, 2771 SE Mulberry 
(Vera Cruz), Bluffton . 565-
3678 . H .F . Cox, pastor .

Zanesville Community 
Church of God, 11984 N . 
Marzane Rd . (P .O . Box 26), 
Zanesville . 638-4239 . Steve 
Whetstone, pastor .

Zanesville Unit-
ed Brethren in Christ 
Church, 3092 W . Broad-

way, (P .O . Box 386) Zanesville . 638-4000 . Pas-
tor: Colin Raab . 

Clubs and Organizations
Agriculture & Natural Resources & Eco-

nomic Community Development, Bill Horan, 
County Extension director, Purdue University 
Cooperative Extension Service, Wells County, 
1240 4-H Park Rd ., Bluffton, 824-6412, Fax 
824-4891 . Home Page: extension .purdue .edu/
wells

Alcoholics Anonymous, First Reform 
Church, 301 West Cherr St .y, Bluffton, 9 a .m . 
Mondays . More information at 824-3161 . (Free 
WOW bus service to meetings available .)

Alcoholics Anonymous, Epworth United 
Methodist Church, 1204 West Cherry St ., 
Bluffton . Narcotics Anonymous 7 p .m . Tues-
days; Alcoholics Anonymous 7 p .m . Wednes-
days and 9 a .m . Saturdays . More information 
at 824-5510

American Cancer Society, cancer .org .
American Heart Association, 6500 Tech-

noledgy Center Dr ., Suite 100, Indianapolis, In 
46278, 317-732-4700, Fax: 317-732-4710

American Legion, Post 111, 111 West 
Washington St ., 824-3815 . Bob Buehl, com-
mander

American Red Cross of Northeast Indi-
ana, 1212 East California Rd ., Fort Wayne, 
46825; 1-800-733-2767 or 260-484-9336; 
Class information at 1-800-RED-CROSS; 
www .redcross .org

Bi-County Services Inc ., 425 East Harri-
son Rd ., Bluffton, 260-824-1253, Tim Ramsey, 
president

Big Brothers Big Sisters, Northeast Indi-
ana, 1005 West Rudisill, Fort Wayne 46807, 

888-456-1600, Josette Rider, executive direc-
tor .

Bird Count, information from Kathy Fuller 
about the annual bird count, 824-4525

Bluffton Lions Club, Don Smith, president, 
748-4548, d .smith@hotmail .com

Bluffton Lodge #145, F. & A. M. Masons, 
211 West Cherry St ., 824-2524

Bluffton Rotary Club, Jordan Arnold, 
president, 260-236-4472

Bluffton Street Fair Association Inc., PO 
Box 2, Bluffton, IN 46714, 260-824-4351 
(Sept. 19-23, 2023), office@blufftonstreetfair.
com

Boy Scouts of America, Anthony Wayne 
Area Council, 8315 West Jefferson Blvd ., Fort 
Wayne, 46804, 800-272-2922, District Direc-
tor Steve Higgins, 432-9593, awac .org

Boys & Girls Club, Wells Community 
Boys & Girls Club Inc ., 1410 South Wayne 
St ., Bluffton, 824-5070, Vicki Bell, executive 
director

Cancer Services of Northeast Indiana, 
Inc .,6316 Mutual Dr ., Fort Wayne, 46825, 
260-484-9560 or 866-484-9560 (toll free), or 
cancer-services .org

CADA (Citizens Advocatig for Drug 
Awareness), 102 West Market St ., Suite 205, 
Bluffton, Christine Walker, president; Molly 
Hoag, vice president; Angie Dial coordinator; 
824-8574, Email: CADAofwellscounty@ya-
hoo .com

Community Care of Northeast Indiana 
Inc ., 107 West Wabash, Bluffton, ccnei .org; 
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Clubs and Organizations (cont’d)

Grace & Mercy Women’s Transitional Hous-
ing 353-1006; Thrift Store, 119 S . Main, Bluff-
ton, 353-1004; Resource Center, 117 S . Main, 
Bluffton, 353-1005 . 

Community & Family Services, 1169 
North Main St ., Suite 12, Bluffton, 824-4836 
(Press 6 for Wells Co .)

Elks Lodge, B.P.O.E.#796 . 213 South Main 
St ., Bluffton, 824-2824

Extension Homemakers: Purdue Universi-
ty Cooperative Extension Service-Wells Coun-
ty, 1240 4-H Park Rd ., Bluffton, 824-6412, 
Molly Hoag, adviser

FCS (Family Centered Services), 1515 
North Sutton Circle Dr ., Bluffton, 824-8574; 
Fax 824-2790, fcs-inc .net

Food Bank, 1254 South Main St ., P . O . Box 
186, Bluffton, 827-0053, Connie Kaehr and 
Amy Moser, directors .

Friends of the Library, more information 
at 824-1612, Melanie Spalding, president

Friends of Ouabache State Park (FOO-
SP); Al Arnold, president; Quinn Curry, trea-
surer; information at park office 824-0926

4-H, Purdue University Cooperative Ex-
tension Service-Wells County, 1240 4-H Park 
Rd ., Bluffton; 824-6412, Fax 824-4891 . Home 
Page: extension .purdue .edu/wells (4-H Fair 
July 13-18, 2024)

Girl Scouts of Northern Indiana-Michiana, 
1008 DuPont Circle Dr . East, Fort Wayne, 422-
3417, Fax 855-422-0084

Habitat for Humanity, 2020 East Washing-
ton Blvd ., Suite 500, Fort Wayne, IN 46803, 
422-4828

Head Start Center, Bluffton-Harrison El-
ementary School, 824-0333 .

Health & Human Services, Molly Hoag, 
educator, Purdue University Cooperative Ex-
tension Services, Wells County, 1240 4-H Park 
Rd ., Bluffton, IN 46714, 824-6412, Fax 824-
4891, extension .purdue edu/wells

Kiwanis Club of Greater Bluffton, Con-
tact person: Julie Quinn, 824-1562 .

LiGHT, (Ladies Initiating Giving—an 
Honored Tradition), Wells County Founda-
tion, 222 West Market St ., Bluffton, 824-8620, 
grant deadline Sept . 13, teacher-creativity grant 
deadline April 1

Loving Shepherd Ministries, 1935 North 
Main St ., Buffton, 824-9000

Mental Health Association of Wells Coun-
ty, Behavior & Recovery Resource Center of 
Wells County, 223 West Washington St ., Bluff-
ton, 824-1514, Sharon McMillan, president

Moose Lodge, 120 North Main St ., Bluff-

ton, The Garage (youth center), 824-0660
Optimist Club of Bluffton, Steve Higgins, 

contact person, 273-2711
Ossian Lions Club, 5027 North St . Rd . 1, 

Ossian, 46777 . Roger Cash, president, 432-
638-8032

Parlor City Fraternal Order of Police 
Lodge 134, 1615 West Western Ave ., Bluffton, 
260-824-3426, Andrew Campbell, president

Psi Iota Xi, Bluffton, Melissa Gilgen, 824-
2695

Psi Iota Xi, Ossian, Debbie Plasterer, presi-
dent, 437-6154

Salvation Army of Wells Co ., extension 
service of the Connecting Center in Bluffton, 
116 South Johnson; emergency assistance, Pas-
tor Neil Ainsle, 622-8441; Facebook: Salvation 
Army of Wells County

Sigma Phi Gamma, Epsilon Zeta chapter, 
Kathy Curry, 260-273-1356

Tri Kappa, Beta Phi chapter, Jenny Es-

260.565.3000
www.christiancarerc.org

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING

SKILLED NURSING & 
REHAB

 5-STAR RATED & 
DEFICIENCY FREE FACILITY
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mond, president, 414-1969 . Tri Kappa Beta 
Associate chapter, Deb Brown, president, 692-
6379

United Way of Wells County, 122 Lamar 
St . Suite 118, Bluffton, 260-824-5589, www .
unitedwaywells .org

Vietnam Veterans of America, chapter 
698, 1031 Sycamore Ln ., Bluffton, , Ben Jones, 
president, 820-0047; Bob Frantz, vice presi-
dent; Jerry Blevens, chaplain/vice president; 
Rick Smith, secretary/treasurer, 597-7177

Visiting Nurse, 5910 Homestead Rd ., Fort 
Wayne, IN, serving 11 counties including 
Wells, 589-8598, 800-288-4111

Wells County Foundation, 222 West Mar-
ket St ., Bluffton, 824-8620, Tammy Slater, di-
rector, wellscountyfound .org

Wells County Genealogy Society, P .O . 

Box 54, Bluffton; Connie Brubaker, president, 
227-0465

Wheels of Yesteryear, Aug . 11-13, Dor-
rance Stinson, president, 466-1157; Chad Cap-
tain, vice president .

WorkOne Northeast Indiana, Dutch Mill 
Plaza, 360 North Main St ., Suite B, Bluffton; 
824-0855 (Fridays only) and 313 West Jeffer-
son, Suite 303, Decatur, 301-5610 (Wednes-
days only)

Yehoshua Inc ., 116 South Johnson St ., 
Bluffton . 307-2205, emergency assistance

YMCA, Wells County, 550 West Dustman 
Rd ., Bluffton, Thom Miller, executive director, 
565-YMCA (9622) or fwymca .org

Youth For Christ Adams, Blackford, Grant, 
Jay, Wells Counties, mailing address P .O . Box 
431, Bluffton, 824-1330

Clubs and Organizations (cont’d)

Bowen Center, Phone 356-2875 . Website: 
bowencenter .org .

Crosswinds Counseling Center, 1169N . 
Main St ., Suite 9, Bluffton . Phone, 594-9204 . 
Faith-based counseling that includes online or 
in-office therapy, as well as therapy for indi-
viduals, couples, families or juveniles . Cor-
porate  office 4150 Illinois Rd., Fort Wayne. 

Website: crosswindscounseling .org
Renovate Counseling Services, Phone 

307-5030 . 105 W . Cherry St ., Bluffton . Ser-
vices the following areas of counseling: 
depression, anxiety, addictions, marriage/
couples, premarital, family, grief, and trauma 
counseling . Website: renovatecounseling .org

Counseling Services

Design Services - Space Planning - Furniture Selection

At Gerber Furniture, we o� er exceptional furniture interior design 
services delivered by a team of experienced designers who are 
passionate about creating inspiring and functional living and 
working spaces. With a combined experience of over 75 years 

in the industry, our designers have honed their skills and have a 
deep understanding of how to transform interiors with carefully 

selected furniture pieces and thoughtful arrangements.

Mercy 
Johnson 

6 years of interior 
decorating 

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Financing Available

985 N. Main St., Blu� ton
260-824-1200  •  800-759-8795

www.gerberfurniture.com

Sara Imel
29 years of interior 

design and 
window treatment 

experience

Angie 
Biberstein
25 years of interior 

decorating

Susan 
Lambert 

15 years of interior 
decorating

THE EXPERTS AT GERBER FURNITURE

Furniture - Mattresses - Window Treatments
Flooring - Accessories
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www.dhblaw.com
406 SOUTH SCOTT ROAD

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46814
30 PREMIER AVENUE
BLUFFTON, INDIANA 46714 (260)824-5566260 824-5566

DALE, HUFFMAN 
& BABCOCK
L A W Y E R S

No two clients share the exact same vision or challenge. Let us help answer your legal challenges with a 
solution that is right for you and your family.  Our � rm provides guidance on Long Term Care Planning, 

Estate Planning, Asset Preservation Planning, Probate, Estate & Trust Administration, Guardianship 
Services, and Special Needs Planning. Come experience the Dale, Hu� man & Babcock di� erence. We are now 

seeing clients at our o�  ces located at 30 Premier Avenue, Blu�  on and 406 South Scott Road, Fort Wayne. 

Keith P. Hu� man Timothy K. Babcock Kristin L. Steckbeck Michael J. Hu� man

Counseling Services (cont’d)
Behavior And Recovery Resource Cen-

ter Of Wells County, office in the Wells 
Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W . Wash-
ington St . in Bluffton . Volunteers staff the of-
fice from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday and 
Thursday . The phone number is 824-1514, 
and the phone has an answering machine .

Assistance can be provided to community 
organizations on domestic abuse and school 
programs on bullying, discipline, and student 

responsibility .
The organization, previously known as the 

Mental Health Association of Wells County, 
provides written resources to individuals and 
is also able to direct individuals to locations 
where they can obtain treatment . It can pro-
vide information on mental health issues and 
has a literature display at the Wells County-
Public Library’s main branch in Bluffton . 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
& COUNTY COUNCIL

Wells County has two elected boards with 
governmental responsibilities and authority . 
The three-member Board of County Commis-
sioners is an executive and legislative board . 
The seven-member Wells County Council is 
the fiscal arm of county government.

The three Wells County Commissioners are:
Vice President Michael Vanover (R), Dis-

trict 1, which is the southern third of the county, 
from Ind . 218 to the south county line . Home 
address: 4620E-900S, Keystone, 273-4950 .

Blake Gerber (R), District 2, which is the 
central third of the county from Ind . 218 to 
County Road 300N and includes Rockcreek 

Township . Home address: 707S-Ind . 201, 
Bluffton, 824-1964 .

President Jeff Stringer (R), District 3, which 
is the northern third of the county, from County 
Road 300N to the north county line . Home ad-
dress: 4906N-100W, Uniondale, 577-1338 .

All three of the commissioners are elected 
countywide but they must reside in the district 
they represent . They are elected for four-year 
terms . The District 1 commissioner is elected in 
even-numbered nonpresidential election years . 
The District 2 and District 3 commissioners are 
elected in presidential election years . The com-
missioners redistricted in December 2017 and 
the decision moved Rockcreek Township out 
of District 3 and into District 2 .

County Government
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decaturdentalin.com

Dr. David Baker

County Government (cont’d)
The seven Wells County Council members 

include four who are elected from and by coun-
cil districts and three who are elected county-
wide and serve at-large .

District 1 (includes Rock Creek, Liberty, 
Jackson, Chester and Nottingham townships, 
as well as Harrison Township excluding the 
city of Bluffton): Brian Lambert (R), 3831N-
100W, Bluffton, 223-3817 .

District 2 (includes Lancaster Township and 
Jefferson Township east of the Ossian town 
limits): Steve Huggins (R), 1723E-350N, 437-
8872 .

District 3 (Union Township and Jefferson 
Township, including Ossian): Todd Mahnen-
smith (R), P .O . Box 342, Ossian, 433-3838 .

District 4 (the city of Bluffton south of the 
Lancaster Township line): Brandon Harnish 
(R), 225 Harrison St ., Bluffton, 273-1384 .

At-Large: Vicki Andrews (R), vice presi-
dent, 8708S-600W, Warren-90; 375-3131 .

At-Large: Scott Elzey (R), 1824 NW Ind . 
116-90, Markle, 750-1800 .

At-Large: Seth Whicker (R), president, 1191 
W . Hancock St ., Uniondale, 403-6928 .

All council members are elected for four-
year terms . The four district council members 
are elected in even-numbered non-presidential 
election years .

Only voters in their respective districts vote 
on the district council members . The three at-
large members are elected in presidential elec-
tion years, and they are elected countywide .

The county commissioners meet in regular 
session in the lower level meeting room of the 
Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W . 
Washington St., Bluffton at 5 p.m. on the first 
Monday and third Monday of each month, ex-
cept for county holidays . 

They also meet as the Wells County Drain-
age Board at 4:30 p .m . (unless otherwise not-
ed) on those same days in the same location, 
and as members of the Wells County Solid 
Waste District at 4 p .m . on the third Monday 
of the month, along with other county repre-
sentatives .

Wells County Council meets in regular ses-
sion on the first Tuesday after the first Monday 
of each month at 7 p .m . in the lower level meet-
ing room of the Wells Carnegie Government 
Annex, 223 W . Washington St ., Bluffton . (The 
schedule changes on holidays and for election 
week situations .)

County Auditor Lisa McCormick is the sec-
retary for both the commissioners and council . 
Information for either board can be sent to the 
Auditor’s Office in the Courthouse.

   

1308 S. Main St. 
Blu� ton

Call
824-0418

today!

INCLUDES: 
• Lube, Oil & Filter
• Tire Rotation
• Vehicle Inspection

up to 5 qts. 
synthetic blend

When was your 
Last Preventative 

Maintenance 
Inspection?

   

BLUFFTON 
TIRE INC.

$5998
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County Government (cont’d)

www.HidayMotors.com

CHRYSLER
260-824-1931

GENERAL MOTORS
260-824-0900

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

Service: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5pm — Sales: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm • Sat 8am - 1pm

Let Us Help You Find Your Next Vehicle!
• Extensive Inventory
• Competitive Lease Specials
• Outstanding Finance Options
• Exceptional Customer Service

Our Next Satisfied 
Customer Well Be You!

HOURS:

OTHER ELECTED 
COUNTY OFFICIALS

Lisa McCormick (R) County Auditor, 
Courthouse, Suite 205, Bluffton, 824-6470 .

Beth Davis (R) County Clerk, Courthouse, 
Suite 201, Bluffton, 824-6479 . Also County 
Election Board chairman .

Kathy Peeper (R) County Treasurer, Court-
house, Suite 204, Bluffton, 824-6512 .

Carolyn Bertsch (R) County Recorder, 
Courthouse, Suite 203, Bluffton, 824-6507 .

Laura Roberts (R) County Assessor, Court-
house, Suite 202, Bluffton, 824-6476 .

Jarrod Hahn (R) County Surveyor, Court-
house, Suite 102, Bluffton, 824-6414 .

Kenton Kiracofe (R) Wells Circuit Court 
judge, Courthouse, Suite 302, Bluffton, 824-
6485 .

Andrew Antrim (R) Wells Superior Court 
judge, Courthouse, Suite 303, 824-6508 .

Colin Andrews (R) prosecuting attorney, 
Courthouse, Suite 405, 824-4102 .

Scott Holliday (R) County Sheriff, 1615 W . 
Western Ave . (Wells County Jail), 824-3426 .

Hilarie Gaskill (R) County Coroner, Carn-
egie Government Annex, 223 W . Washington 
St ., Suite 100, Bluffton, 273-4013 .

These county elected officials are chosen 
countywide for four-year terms, except the Cir-

cuit Court judge and the Superior Court judge 
are chosen for six-year terms .

The auditor, clerk, assessor, prosecutor and 
sheriff are elected in even-numbered non-pres-
idential election years . The treasurer, recorder, 
surveyor and coroner are elected in presidential 
election years .

OTHER COUNTY OFFICIALS
Ted Storer, county attorney and Drainage 

Board Attorney, Beers Mallers, Fort Wayne, 
426-9706 .

LeAnne Gibbs-Wyss, public information of-
ficer, 202-494-0693, pio@wellscounty.org.

Shawn Bonar, Highway Department super-
visor . 1600 W . Washington St ., Bluffton, 824-
6430 .

Deane Lee Holderman, Department of Child 
Services director, 221 W . Market St ., Bluffton, 
824-3530 .

Karen Thompson, Wells County Jail com-
mander, Wells County Jail, 1615 W . Western 
Ave ., Bluffton, 824-3426 .

Jeffrey Stineburg, chief deputy prosecutor, 
Child Support IV-D, Courthouse, Suite 405, 
Bluffton, 824-4102 .

Blake Poindexter, Wells County Communi-
ty Corrections director, Courthouse, Suite 107, 
Bluffton, 824-6405 .

Gregory Werich, chief probation officer, 
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County Government (cont’d)

County Sheriff’s Department
The Wells County Sheriff’s Offi ce provides 

police and law enforcement services through-
out the county in cooperation with municipal 
departments, Indiana  State Police and others . 
The sheriff also is responsible for operation of 
the Wells County Jail and for serving of papers 
for the courts .

The sheriff’s offi ce and jail are located at 
1615 W . Western Ave . on the west side of Bluff-
ton . Phone: 824-3426; Fax: 260-824-6424 . 

The sheriff is Scott Holliday (90-1) . The chief 
deputy is Randy Steele (90-2) . The jail com-
mander is Karen Thompson . The detectives are 
Det . Chip Swindell (90-3) and Det . Quinton 
Greer (90-4) .

Other deputy sheriff’s are Jeff McClish (90-
5), Ryan Mounsey (90-6), School Resource Offi -
cer Chad Bradley (90-7), Sgt . Andrew Campbell 
(90-8), Kurtis Brooksher (90-9), School Re-

Courthouse, Suite 404, Bluffton, 824-6496 .
Rick Velasquez, Emergency Management 

director, 223 W . Washington St ., Carnegie An-
nex Suite 101, Bluffton, 824-6433 .

Bobbie Studebaker, Courthouse and Carn-
egie Annex custodian, Courthouse, Suite 
101, Bluffton, 824-6401 .

Michael Lautzenheiser Jr ., 
Area Plan Commission direc-
tor/GIS coordinator; Suzie 
Gentis, administrative as-
sistant, Carnegie Annex, 
223 W . Washington St ., 
Room 211, Bluffton, 824-
6407 .

Dewey Randall, Veter-
ans Service Offi cer, Carne-
gie Annex, 223 W . Washing-
ton St ., Suite 102, Bluffton; 
824-6403 .

Wells County Election Board: 
Beth Davis, Wells County Clerk, 
secretary/member, 824-6479; Roy Johnson, 
member, Republican representative, 824-0500; 
Larry Sell, member, Democratic representa-
tive, 824-2995 .

Wells County Cemetery Board: Thomas 
Liby, Connie Brubaker, Bill Dowty, Chris 
Pease,  and Jerri Lehman .

COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
The Wells County Health Department is 

located at 223 W . Washington St . in the Wells 
Carnegie Government Annex, phone 824-
6489; fax 824-8803 . The Health Department 
has a page on the county website, wellscounty .
org

The offi ce hours are 8 a.m. to noon and 1 to 
4:30 p .m . Monday through Friday .

Services include childhood immunizations, 
TB testing, birth certifi cates, death certifi cates, 
septic permits, septic installer registration, wa-

ter testing available, housing and environmen-
tal complaint attention, food permits, and adult 
vaccines .

The department also houses public pre-
paredness division .

Dr . Kay Johnson is the county health 
offi cer. Sahara Wall is the adminis-

trator . Lynn Blevins is the public 
health nurse . Ryan Bennett is 

the environmental health spe-
cialist . Kathy Feher is cleri-
cal assistant .

The health board is 
made up of members ap-
pointed by the Wells Coun-
ty Commissioners: Chris 

Esterling, (309)-657-3005; 
Steven Bales, 694-6938; 

Dr . Mary Donley, 824-3500; 
Molly Hoag, 824-6412; Ann 

McNabb, 565-4293; Dr . Bar-
tholomew Hott, 824-2442; and Ta-

mara Troutt, 402-8627 . The board meets at 
6:30 a .m . on the second Thursday every other 
month in the annex meeting room on the lower 
level . To view the full board meeting schedule 
and additional department information, visit 
wellcounty .org/health-department .

egie Annex custodian, Courthouse, Suite 

Michael Lautzenheiser Jr ., 
Area Plan Commission direc-
tor/GIS coordinator; Suzie 
Gentis, administrative as-

gie Annex, 223 W . Washing-
ton St ., Suite 102, Bluffton; 

Wells County Election Board: 
Beth Davis, Wells County Clerk, 

Dr . Kay Johnson is the county health 
offi cer. Sahara Wall is the adminis-

trator . Lynn Blevins is the public 
health nurse . Ryan Bennett

the environmental health spe-
cialist . Kathy Feher is cleri-

Esterling, (309)-657-3005; 
Steven Bales, 694-6938; 

Dr . Mary Donley, 824-3500; 
Molly Hoag, 824-6412; Ann 

McNabb, 565-4293; Dr . Bar-
tholomew Hott, 824-2442; and Ta-
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Creative Arts Council of Wells County
The Creative Arts Council of Wells County 

is located at 428 S . Oak St ., Bluffton; 824-5222; 
creativeartscouncil@gmail .com and wellscocre-
ativearts .com

Offering programs and events in dance, music, 
theater and visual art .

Typical office hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday and 9 a .m . to noon Friday . 

Staff includes Janiece Lipsey, executive direc-
tor, and Tammy Ray, director of creative services .

Board of Directors: Ted Smith, president; 
Mike Downey, vice president; John Emshwiller, 
treasurer; Meagan VandeLaar, secretary; and 
members Eric Blessing, Ted Chemey, Natasha 
Gilgen, Julie Harvey, Jeanette Lundeen and Nan-
cy Wagner .

Dance program instructors include Kelly Mc-
Cormick Bangs, Megan Kelly, Janiece Lipsey, 
Jeni Meeks and Davina Schnaars .

Music program instructors include Mike 
Needler, Alyssa Plisco and Tammy Ray .

 Upcoming 2024 Events
“Noir Supsicions”— Feb . 16-17
Dance Program Lecture/Demonstrations — 

March 2-3
Spring Dance Concert — April 26-27

Shrek the Musical Jr .: — June 14-15
The Jungle Book Kids —  June 28-29
Summer Dance Intensive Performance — 

June 21
Excerpts from “The Nutcracker” — Dec . 7
Holiday Theater Production (Show TBA) — 

Dec . 13-14 .

County Sheriff’s Department
source Officer Curt Hunt (90-11), Sgt. James 
Agler (90-12), Sgt . Austin Springer (90-13), 
Desmond Carter (90-14), Maciej Zaklikie-
wicz (90-15), Jeremy Heckel 
(90-16), Nicholas Conrad (90-
17), Andrew Gerz (90-18) and 
Alex Monce (90-19) . Ralph Mill-
er is the civil processor .

Central Control is Deb Garrett, 
Kirsten Brackin, Misty Haddix and 
Melissa Zirkle (part-time) . The 
transport officer is: Andrew Dock-

ter. Confinement officers are Angie McClish, 
Dallas Creager, Jairus Daggett, Ryan Gerber, 
Rachel Hartman, Chandler McCutcheon, 

Candice Myers, Jared Myers, 
Caleb Pugh, Karissa Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Stephanie Wix, 

Evan Zimmer and Michael Terrell 
(part-time) .

Office staff: Krista Markley, matron, 
and Bonnie Heckel, clerk/receptionist .

Maintenance staff: Bob Monce, 
pending his retirement in the spring .

Bowling

Dentists
Bluffton Dental Clinic, Pamela J . Johnson, 

D .D .S ., 1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, 824-5940 .
Hott Family Dentistry, Bartholomew L . Hott 

D .D .S ., 706 N . Main St ., Bluffton, 824-2442 . 
hottfamilydentistry .com

Laura Kukelhan, D.D.S., 1133 N . Main St ., 
Bluffton, 824-3100 .

Mercy Seat Dentistry, Dr . Nkechi A . Wan, 
D .D .S ., 2155 Commerce Drive, Bluffton, 823-
3328 .

Nicholson Family Dental, Teresa Burry 

Nicholson, D .D .S ., 116 E . Dustman Road, Bluff-
ton, 824-2811 .

Parrish Orthodontics, Kathryn Welch, 
D .D .S ., 116 E . Dustman Road ., Bluffton, 260-
447-2568 .

Riverstone Dental, Molly Sigler, D .D .S ., 
Blake Taylor RPH DMD, 1429 Baker Place, 
Bluffton, 824-4614 .

Still Waters Family Dentistry, Clark 
Downey, D .D .S ., 10045 N . Ind . 1, Ossian, 622-
4138 .

EZ Bowl (Bowling Center 
Inc .), 1231 S . Scott St ., Bluff-
ton, phone: 824-9966, is a 22-
lane facility offering league 

bowling for youth and adults . 
It also offers open bowling and 
special party arrangements and 
a snack shop . 
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The Wells County Historical Museum is lo-
cated at 420 W . Market St ., Bluffton, phone 
824-9956 . The home was built in 1882 by Alvin 
Stewart, who sold it to John Studabaker in 1892 . 
It was Studabker’s home until his death in 1912 . 
It became the Jahn Funeral Home and Goodwin 
Funeral Home from the 1920s until 1974 . The 
Historical Society purchased the home from 
Ralph Jahn in 1974 for use as a museum . 

The structure is listed on the National and 
State Registers of Historical Places and contains 
thousands of mementos of Wells County History .

The officers of the Wells County Histori-
cal Society are Jim Sturgeon, president; Connie 
Brubaker, vice president; Marcia Hotopp, secre-
tary; Lynn Elliott, treasurer . Elected board mem-
bers are Sam Aeschliman, Samantha Acosta, Re-
becca Behning, Susan Price, Roger Schere, Paul 
Griner, Larry McAfee and Pat Wall .

The museum is open from 1 to 4 p .m . on Sun-
days, and Wednesdays from 1 to 4 p .m . April 
through October . Contact Connie Brubaker for 
questions or special tours at 227-0465 .

Also find WCHS on Facebook at facebook.
com/WellsCoHistory for event updates and to re-
quest a tour through Messenger .

Historical Society and Museum

Legislators, State and Federal
STATE LEGISLATORS 

Representative Matt Lehman, a Republi-
can, is in his eighth two-year term through 2024 . 
He represents the majority of Wells County as 
part of the 79th House District: Nottingham, 
Harrison, Lancaster townships and the portion 
of Jefferson Township east of Ind . 1, including 
all of incorporated Ossian . Home Address: 663 
Lehman St ., Berne, IN 46711 . Statehouse Ad-
dress: House of Representatives, 200 W . Wash-
ington St ., Statehouse, Indianapolis, IN 46204-
2786. Office phone is (800) 382-9841, direct 
line: (317) 232-9677 . Lehman is the Majority 
Floor Leader and serves on the Financial Insti-
tutions and Insurance, Public Policy, and Public 
Health committees . Contact via email at h79@
in .gov or online at in .gov/h79

Representative Lorissa Sweet, a Republi-
can, is in her first two-year term through 2024. 
She represents all of Liberty, Union and Rock-
creek townships and the portion of Jefferson 
Township west of Ind . 1, excluding incorporat-
ed portions of Ossian, as part of House District 
50 . Home address: 10120S- 300W, Wabash, IN 
46992 . Statehouse Address: House of Represen-
tatives, 200 W . Washington St ., Statehouse, Indi-
anapolis, IN 46204-2786. Office phone is (800) 
382-9841 (toll free), direct line: (317) 232-9651 . 
She serves on the Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment, Courts and Criminal Code, and Local 
Government committees . Contact via email at 
h50@in .gov or online at in .gov/h50

State Senator Travis Holdman, a Republi-
can, is in his second six-year term through 2024 . 

R EAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

R EA L ESTATE & AUCTIONS
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Legislators (cont’d); Libraries
He serves all of Wells County as part of the 19th 
Senate District . Home Address: 2467 W 1000N, 
Markle, IN 46770 . Statehouse Address: Senate, 
State of Indiana, 200 West Washington St ., In-
dianapolis, IN 46204. Office phone (317) 232-
9400 . Toll-free phone number is (800) 382-9467 . 
Holdman is Majority Caucus Chair and serves on 
these committees: Tax and Fiscal Policy (Chair); 
Rules & Legislative Procedures; Appropriations . 
Contact via email at holdman@in .gov or online 
at indianasenaterepublicans .com/holdman

LEGISLATURE ONLINE 
INFORMATION:

The Indiana General Assembly home page is 
available at iga .in .gov
CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

U.S. Senator Todd Young, a Republican, is 
in his second six-year term . His position will be 
on the ballot again in 2028. Washington office: 
185 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington 
DC, 20510, Phone: 202-224-5623 . Fort Wayne 

office: 1300 S Harrison St., Suite 3161, Fort 
Wayne, IN 46802; phone (317) 226-6700 . Email 
accessible through Young’s website, young .sen-
ate .gov

U.S. Senator Mike Braun, a Republican, 
is in his first six-year term through 2024 and is 
not seeking another term.Washington office: 404 
Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, 
D .C . 20510 .  Phone (202) 224-4814 . Fort Wayne 
office: 203 E. Berry St., Suite 702B, Fort Wayne 
IN 46802; phone (317) 822-8240 . Email acces-
sible through Braun’s website, braun .senate .gov

Congressman Jim Banks, a Republican 
(Indiana Third Congressional District), is in 
his fourth two-year term . He is not seeking re-
election in 2024. Washington office: 1713 Long-
worth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
20515. Phone 202-225- 4436. Fort Wayne office: 
1300 S . Harrison St ., Fort Wayne IN 46802; 260-
702-4750 . Email accessible through Banks’ web-
site, banks .house .gov

Libraries
Wells County Public Library

The Wells County Public Library serves the 
county with its Main Library in Bluffton and the 
Ossian Branch—all modern and excellent physi-
cal facilities and offering many services . A major 
renovation project at the Main Library was com-

pleted in 2020 and at the Ossian Branch in 2013 . 
The main facility is at 200 W . Washington St ., 

Bluffton, 46714, phone-824-1612, fax 260-824-
3129 . Library website: wellscolibrary .org

Library hours at Bluffton are Monday through 
Thursday, 9 a .m . to 8 p .m .; Friday, 9 a .m . to 6 

Sure  we  car e ,  you’r e  wa lk ing  on  our  r e pu ta t i on
F LOOR I NGC J ’ s

Sure  we  car e ,  you’r e  wa lk ing  on  our  r e pu ta t i on
F LOOR I NGC J ’ s

Sure  we  car e ,  you’r e  wa lk ing  on  our  r e pu ta t i on
F LOOR I NGC J ’ s Sure  we  car e ,  you’r e  wa lk ing  on  our  r e pu ta t i on

F LOOR I NGC J ’ s
Email: info@cjsflooring.com
www.cjsflooring.com
Fax: 260-824-5490

947 N. Main St
Bluffton, IN 46714

Office: 260-824-5440
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Libraries (cont’d)
p .m .; and Saturday, 9 a .m . to 2 p .m .

Director email address: smacneill@wellscoli-
brary .org

Director: Sarah MacNeill; IT Manager: 
Brian Christman; Administrative Services: 
Dawn Miller; Accounting/HR: Danielle Arch-
bold; Public Relations: Emily Marshall; Adult 
Services: Jason Habegger, Catherine Campbell, 
Alice Curry, Lisa Powell-Sabinske; Andrew 
Feeback; Media Services: Jackie Dailey; Chil-
dren’s Services: Cynthia Burchell, Stefanie 
Kipfer, Kara Raschick, Rachel Maggard, Amy 
Meyer, Rachel Hunter; Circulation Services:
Teresa Dustman, Kaitlin Christman, Lora Kieser, 
Angela Pfi ster, Stephanie Rinkenberger, Nicole 
Zurcher; Materials Services: Annette Gover, 
Robin Barton, Chloe Maddox, Grace Zoll; Teen 
Services: Janelle Smith, Hilary Habegger, Lin-
den Barcus, Sarah Stuck; Shelvers: Stephanie 
Rinkenberger Beth Baumgartner, Donna Geis-
man, Mateo Castro Maintenance: Nate Rein-
hard, Jean Brinneman

County Library Board of Trustees
John Stauffer, president; Steve Tabor, vice 

president; Dustin Brown, secretary; Deb Johnson, 
treasurer; members: Julie Eicher, Kim Gentis and 
Matt Yergler . 

The board meets at the Wells County Public 
Library at 6:30 p .m . on the second Tuesday of 

each month .
Ossian Branch

207 North Jefferson, Ossian, IN 46777; phone 
622-4691; fax 260-622-7030

Email: osslib@wellscolibrary .org
Branch Manager: Susan Dailey
Branch Staff: Julie Christian, Melanie Gerber, 

Kim Konuch, Betty Maloney, LouAnn Winans 
and Melody Wolf .

Hours at Ossian: Monday through Thursday, 9 
a .m . to 8 p .m .; Friday, 9 a .m . to 5 p .m .; and Satur-
day, 9 a .m . to 12 noon .

Markle branch of the Huntington
City-Township Public Library

155 W . Sparks St ., 758-3332
Branch Manager: Wayne Huxhold
Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, noon to 

7 p .m .; Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday: 10 a .m . to 
5 p .m .

Wells County Public Library cardholders can 
register their card with Markle for reciprocal bor-
rowing privileges .

Asset Management  | Bonds  | College Planning
UITs  | Financial Planning  | Insurance & Annuities

IRAs  | Stocks  | Personalized Goal Planning
Mutual Funds | Research  | Retirement Planning

INVEST FOR 
THE FUTURE

BUSINESS OR PERSONAL

Kim Gentis - Financial Advisor
Financial Advisor Wealth Management Professional

(260)824-8070 • kim.gentis@raymondjames.com
1245 N. Main St., Blu� ton, IN 46714

Investment Advisory Services are o� ered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC

Take your business and 
your personal life to the next 
level with total investment and 
retirement plans. As a Raymond 
James Financial Advisor, I will 
listen closely to your needs and 
provide personalized answers for 
which you’re looking — for both 
your business and your personal 
life. For more information about 
investment strategies and how I 
can serve your � nancial needs, 
call me today.
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THERE’S SOMETHING  
FOR EVERYONE!

(260) 565-9622
550 W. Dustman Rd. | Bluffton, IN 46714

STOP IN FOR  
A TOUR!

CAYLOR-NICKEL FOUNDATION 
FAMILY YMCA
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WellsYMCAEarlyLearningCenter.org
(260) 565-4351

WELLS 
COUNTY 

EARLY 
LEARNING 

CENTER

LEARNING TODAY, 
LEADING TOMORROW

CALL 
FOR A 
TOUR!
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License Branch

The town of Markle is in both Huntington 
and Wells counties . The entire town is served 
by the Huntington County Plan Commission .

The Markle elected offi cials, all elected on 
a non-partisan basis, are the three members of 
the Markle Town Council and the town clerk-
treasurer . The Markle Town Hall is located at 
154 E . Morse St ., P .O . Box 367, Markle, IN 
46770, phone 758-3193; fax 758-2832 . The 
Town Council meets regularly on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7 p .m ., at the 
Markle Town Hall, 154 E . Morse St .

The Town Council members are:
Matthew Doss, president . Home address: 

225 N. Hafl ich St., Markle. Phone: 602-6805.
Nicolas Lund, vice president . Home ad-

dress: 302 Cottonwood Ct ., Markle . Phone: 
438-5845 .

The third council member is Blake Caley . 

Home address: 510 E . Morse St ., Markle . 
The clerk-treasurer is Stephenie Hensley, 

Town of Markle, 197 E . Morse St . (P .O . Box 
367), Markle 46770, phone 758-3193, fax 
758-2832 . Email: clerk@ markleindiana .com . 
Home address: 230 W . Morse St . (P .O . Box 
336), Markle . Phone: 917-0001 .

Markle operates water and sewage utilities . 
Mike Grant, Town Operations Manager, 310 N . 
Lee St ., Markle; Scott Spahr, Wastewater Util-
ity superintendent, 6770 N . Marzane Rd ., Mar-
kle; Stephen Jeffers, Water Utility superinten-
dent, 315 E . Morse St . P .O . Box 537, Markle .

Weekend or emergency utility problems: 
Call the phone number, 1-260-358-6604 .

POLICE DEPARTMENT: John Markley 
is the town marshal (police chief) . The police 
non-emergency phone is 758-2225 . The police 
department is located at 139 E . Morse St . Mar-
kle Water Utilities (Water and Wastewater), 
P .O . Box 367, Markle 46770 . Clerk Treasurer 
at 758-3193 . $100 deposit on rental properties 
for water . New water taps $1,015 for residen-
tial up to an inch; new residential sewer taps 
$830 for time and material . Commercial/busi-
ness/multi-unit sewer: minimum fee of $1,105 .

Most of Markle gets electric service from 
Duke Energy, phone 1-800-521-2232 . A small 
portion receives it from Heartland REMC, 758-
3155 .

Markle receives natural gas service from 
CenterPoint Energy, phone 1-800-777-2060 
day or night . Markle telephone service is from 
Frontier, phone 1-800-921-8104 for repair . 
Phone 1-800-921-8101 to order services or 
billing . 

Garbage and Recycling: Republic Services . 

The Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles’ 
Wells County License Branch is located at 
2917 E . Ind . 124, Suite B, Bluffton .

The phone number is 824-0620 or 888-692-
6841 . 

The branch hours are:

Tuesday — 8:30 a .m . to noon and 1 to 6:30 
p .m .

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday — 8:30 
a .m . to noon and 1 to 5 p .m .

Saturday — 8:30 a .m .-12:30 p .m .
(Closed Sunday and Monday)

Town of Markle

800.424.2324 | halderman.com

SINCE 1930. Rick Johnloz is the leading farm real estate broker and 

farm manager in Wells County focused on serving his 

clients like they are family. Driven with proven results and 

satisfied clients, contact Rick today to see how he can 

help you meet your farm goals - whether selling, 

appraising, or considering farm management.

RICK JOHNLOZ | Bluffton, IN 
260.827.8181 | 40 years of Experience
rickj@halderman.com

(260) 824-8600 
118 N Main St, Blu�  on, IN 46714 

parlorcitycabinetry.com
Owners: Nathan Stau� er and John Stau� er
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Town of Markle (cont’d); Massage Therapy

Massage Therapy
Balance Massage Therapy and Body 

Works, 122 S . Johnson St ., Bluffton, phone 827-
0541 . Miryah Boxell, owner . Relaxation, thera-
peutic, hot stone, and prenatal massages; cralo-
sacral and cupping therapy; raindrop technique; 
reflexology; relki; Ionic foot bath; myofacia re-
lease; and equine massage .

Achieva Salon and Spa, 107 N . Main St . in 
Bluffton .

Corrective Chiropractic, 1169 N Main St . in 
Bluffton .

Scott Johnson Chiropractic, 715 N . Main St . 
in Bluffton .

Sell Chiropractic Clinic, 1169 N . Main St . in 
Bluffton .

Physical Therapy, 2170 Commerce Drive in 
Bluffton .

Fort Wayne Orthopedics in the Bluffton Re-
gional Medical Center, 303 S . Main St ., Bluffton .

Bluffton Pediatrics, 421 W . South St ., Bluff-
ton .

Apply online today @ 
www.careers.thehersheycompany.com

Helping to create meaningful 
moments in people’s lives fuels 
our passion. Our Chief Executi ve 
Offi  cer, President and Chairman 
of the Board, Michele Buck, set a 
vision for the company to be an 
innovati ve snacking powerhouse. 
The vision is anchored in four 
interconnected strategies:  
Driving growth by capturing more 
snacking occasions. Profi table 
and sustainable internati onal 
expansion. Operati ng with 
best-in-class capabiliti es and 
partnerships. Investi ng in people 
and communiti es.

Phone 1-877-692-9729 for customer service . 
Trash pickup is on Thursdays, with recycling 
every other Thursday .

FIRE: The Markle Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment serves the town of Markle and the town-
ships of Rockcreek and Union in Wells County 
and Huntington (Township), Rock Creek and 
Union in Huntington County .

The fire station is located at 150 W. Sparks 
St., Markle. Jon Gray is the fire chief.

PARK and POOL: The Markle Fish and 
Game Club provides a large community park 
on Ind . 3 in Markle, with activities help of the 
Markle Business and Community Association . 
Provided are a major playground equipment ar-
ray installed through a community effort, plus 
a ballpark, a swimming pool, phone 758-3312 
(only available between Memorial Day and 
Labor Day), and picnic facilities . For pavilion 
rental, call Jacob Ainsworth at 530-6417 .

The Town of Markle’s Park Board meets the 
second Monday of each month at 8 a .m . in the 
conference room of the Fire Station, 150 W . 
Sparks St .

Markle Area Chamber of Commerce 
(MACC): The Markle Business & Commu-
nity Association and the Markle Economic 
Development Organization have merged to be-
come the Markle Area Chamber of Commerce 
(MACC). The officers are: President Mike 
Grant and Treasurer Cheryl Hardin . Meetings 
are held at 12:30 p .m . on the second Wednes-
day of the month at town hall .

Markle Historical Society: The Markle 
Historical Society, P .O . Box 197 Markle, IN, 
46770 . Teresa Beck and Lisa Street are co-
chairs . Contact them for meeting information . 
They can be reached through email at saving-
marklehistory@gmail .com and at facebook .
com/marklehistoricalsociety

www.news-banner.com
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Medical Services
BLUFFTON REGIONAL

MEDICAL CENTER
Bluffton Regional Medical Center is a re-

gional health care facility serving the families 
of Wells County and surrounding communities . 
Bluffton Regional offers a broad range of ser-
vices, including: 24-hour emergency care; infu-
sion services, digital diagnostic imaging, CT, 
MRI, ultrasound (ultrasound performs routine 
OB and arterial), Dexascan, nuclear medicine, 
radiology, hospitalist program, online interac-
tive childbirth classes, inpatient and outpatient 
rehabilitation, inpatient and outpatient surgery, 
Intensive Care/Cardiac Care Unit, Level 1 heart 
program, Women’s Center, medical/surgical/pe-
diatric unit, cardiopulmonary rehabilitation, re-
spiratory therapy, skilled nursing facility, Sleep 
Disorders Center, 24/7 laboratory services, 
Wound Care Center, diabetes/nutritional edu-
cation, dietitian services, swing beds, and new 
moms support group .

The main campus of Bluffton Regional Med-
ical Center is located at 303 S . Main St . The 
Medical Center and its lab are accredited by The 
Joint Commission, an organization that accred-
its and certifies more than 18,000 health care 
organizations and programs in the United States .

Julie Thompson is the chief administrative 
officer/chief nursing officer and Amy Hoch-
stetler is the chief financial officer of Bluffton 
Regional Medical Center . Julie Braun is the di-
rector of nursing .

The Bluffton Regional Medical Center phone 
number is 824-3210 .

Bluffton Regional Medical Center is a mem-
ber of the Lutheran Health Network .

Lutheran Health Physicians
824-3210 – Main Phone Number

Lutheran Health Physicians of Bluffton is a 
multi-specialty medical group . The physicians 
are affiliated with the Lutheran Health Network. 
Hours of operations are 8 a .m . to 5 p .m . Monday 
through Friday in most offices.

 303 S. Main St. - Bluffton  
Podiatry — E . Alex Lebrija DPM Phone, 

919-3430
Gastroenterology — Edward Schultz MD, 

353-2144
Pediatrics (Meridian Health Services)  — 

Carol Butler MD, Shelley Dunn NP-C, Mel 
Foley NP;  888-2102  

General Surgery — Robert Bleza MD, 353-
2021

Pulmonology — Harish Ardeshna MD, 919-
3456

Internal Medicine (Meridian Health Servic-
es) — Mary Donley MD, Pekka Mathew MD, 
Yadagiri Jonna MD; 888-2101 

Ophthalmology — Eric Purdy MD, 919-
3332

125 E. Cherry St., Bluffton
Family Medicine — Michael Volpe MD; 

Amy Kiel NP, Melissa Fisher NP,  Erica Snyder 
PA-C; 919-3470 

1026 S. Main St., Bluffton 
Obstetrics/Gynecology (Meridian Health 

Services) — Jonathan Larsen MD, 919-3880
201 South St., Markle

Family Medicine — Lloyd Williams MD; 
Rachel Huffman MD; Pekka Mathew MD; Brit-
tany Foreman NP-C; 758-2157  

105 Hillcrest Ct. - Ossian
Family Medicine — Brittany Kuhlenbeck 

PA-C, Erica Snyder PA-C, Rachel Huffman 
MD; 622-4707

824 Huntington Ave. - Warren
Family Medicine — Rachel Huffman MD, 

Judy Ripperger PA, Amy Kiel NP; 375-2965  
Additional Services/Courtesy Staff  

 303 S. Main St - Bluffton 
Oncology — Fort Wayne Medical Oncology 

& Hematology; 484-8830
Fort Wayne Orthopedics  — John Manalo 

MD, Brandon Huggins MD, Lakai Enterline 
DO, Adam Hall MD; 800-566-5659 

Urology  — Jessica Ross FNP-C, Colin Linke 
DO; 919-3344 

Cardiology — Mohammad Najib MD; Srini-
vas Pamidi MD; 724-2611  

Rheumatology — Anil Rao MD; 432-2297

3220 East State Road 124, Blu�  on, Indiana 46714  ~ 260.824.3852  ~  www.goodwincaleharnish.com

Doug Cale
Funeral Director/Owner

Mitch Harnish
Funeral Director/Owner
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3220 East State Road 124, Blu�  on, Indiana 46714

READERS’
NEWS-BANNER’S

CHOICE
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Chiropractors; Optometrists; News Media; Ossian

News Media-Newspaper

Town of Ossian

Optometrists

Corrective Chiropractic, Josh Bell, D .C ., 
360 N . Main St ., Suite A, Bluffton, 353-1400 .

P. Scott Johnson, D .C ., 715 N . Main St ., 
Bluffton, 824-8183 .

Mulvey Chiropractic, Dr . Kris Mulvey, D .C ., 
111 S . Jefferson St ., Ossian, 622-6418 .

Sell Chiropractic Clinic, Michelle Toth, 
D .C ., 1169 N . Main St ., Suite 6, Bluffton, 824-

9944 .
Shideler Chiropractic Clinic, Randy J . 

Shideler, D .C ., 753 N . Main St ., Bluffton, 824-
0318 . shidelerchiropractic .com

Wilson-Confer Chiropractic Center, Sarah 
Confer, D .C ., and Margaret Confer, D .C ., 9900N-
100W, Markle, 638-4479 .

Bluffton Family Eye Care, Matthew D . 
Mitchell, O .D . and Michelle Frye, O .D ., 105 Har-
vest Rd ., Bluffton, 824-3424 .

Eye Care Associates,  Richard J . Schamerloh, 
O .D .; Ryan Gustus, O .D .; and Jill Roth, O .D . 980 

N . Main St ., Bluffton, 824-2020 .
Ossian Family Eye Care,  Edward J . Schnei-

der, O .D ., 111 W . Mill St ., Ossian, 622-4000 .
Walmart Vision Center, 2100 N . Main St ., 

Bluffton, 824-0466 .

Town Council members — Josh Barkley, 
president; Brad Pursley, vice president; and  Ja-
son House,  Dennis Ealing, Stephanie Tucker, and 
Glen Werling are members . Council meetings 
are the second Monday of every month at 7 p .m . 
Meetings are held at 215 N Jefferson St ., the Col-
lier’s Building

Police Department — The Police Chief is Kurt 

Jack. Full-time officers: Sam Oliver, Josh Ware. 
Part-time officers: Larry Butler, Russell Mounsey, 
and Scott Adam .

Town Services
Water, Sewer and Streets: Water and Sewer Su-

pervisor is Darrell Reynolds; Utility Maintenance 
employees Chad Foreman, Nicholas Ormsby and 
Parks and Facilities is Ron Privett .

Town Services Contact: Ossian Town Hall, 
507 North Jefferson, phone 622-4251 

Curbside Garbage, Trash, Recycling Pickup: 
Weekly collection for trash, bi-weekly for re-
cycling . Monthly per unit charge by the town is 
$19 .09 . (The town’s contractor is Republic Ser-
vices) 

URGENT/EMERGENCY CARE
Redi-Med, 1980 N . Main St ., Bluffton . 353-
2190 . Hours: Monday through Friday, 8 

a .m . to 6 p .m .; Saturday and Sunday, 8 a .m . to 
2 p .m . Non-life threatening urgent care and in-

oculations .
Bluffton Regional Medical Center, 303 S . 

Main St ., entrance on East Cherry Street . 24-
Hour emergency room .

The News-Banner (daily), Ossian Journal 
(weekly)  News-Banner Publications Inc ., 125 
N . Johnson St ., Bluffton .

Doug Brown, publisher; Holly Gaskill, edi-
tor . (260) 824-0224; E-mail: email@news-ban-
ner .com . Website: news-banner .com .

643 Main St.
Bluffton

260.824.4460

• Quality Parts, Accessories, Paints, Tools, & Supplies
• Complete Line for Cars, Trucks, Imports, Marine, & Farm Equipment

128 N. Wayne St. 
Warren

260.375.3401

Bruce K. Stinson
Owner

MEMBER MEMBER MEMBER
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Town of Ossian (cont’d)
Electric service by I&M (American Electric 

Power) and United REMC . Natural Gas service 
by Northern Indiana Public Service Co . (NIP-
SCO), Telephone service by Frontier . Cable ser-
vice: Comcast . Internet services: Adams Wells 
Internet .

Town Boards and Committees
Police Commissioners: Caleb Chichester, 

president; Jay Esparza, vice president,  Jason 
House, member . Dennis Ealing serves as the  
non-voting liaison from the town council to the 
commissioners . The Police Commissioners meet 

on the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at 
215 N Jefferson St . the Colliers Building . 

Ossian/Jefferson Township Park Board: Presi-
dent Jeff Osborn, vice president Jay Esparza, sec-
retary Michael Dodge . Board members are Ben 
Jones and Jared Kurtz . Stephanie Tucker serves 
as the non-voting liaison from the town council 
to the board . The Park Board meets at 7 p .m . the 
first Monday of the month at 215 N Jefferson St. 
the Colliers Building with the exception being 
months where Mondays fall on a holiday . Dates 
of those meetings will be announced .

Ossian Economic Revitalization Committee: Kody Kumfer chairs the committee and Judy Harkless 
is vice-chair . Jan Williams serves as secretary, and Jim Brewer serves as treasurer .  Other members are 
Larry Heckber, Linda Hambrick, Cheryl Laley, Larry Smith, Mikeal Dodge, Tsipporah Harris, Chris 
Harris, Linda Morrett and Phil Dinovo . Luann Martin, the town manager, acts as the town’s liaison on 
the committee. The Revitalization Committee meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Ossian United Methodist Church, 201 W . Mill St ., Ossian .

Ossian Economic Revitalization Committee

Ben Fenstermaker, chief; Jon Sherburne, as-
sistant chief; Shawn Weikle, captain; Jeff Miller, 
captain; Mike Lewis, captain; Dan Scherrer, cap-
tain; Darrell Reynolds, safety officer; Rob Gre-
sley, lieutenant/medical officer; Kurk Haddix, 
training officer; Chris Kuntz, board member; Jay 
Werling, board member; and Mike Fenstermaker, 

secretary . Other members are Andi Bergman, 
Herb Bergman, Brad Cole, Zachary King, Brice 
Lawrence, Heather Miller, Eventt Norris, David 
Rittmeyer, Kevin Stout, William Thoma, Corey 
Privett, Jason House, Ryan House, Abe Pratt, Joe 
Bradley, Josh Hartman . Jim Platt . Dane Zoda, 
Kyle White, Jamie Macy and Kadin Gerber .

Ossian Fire Department

Help us build a stronger, inclusive community
Meaningful work • Flexible hours • Referral bonus

425 E. Harrison Rd. • Bluff ton, IN • bi-countyservices.com • 260-824-1253

PROGRAMS of TODAY
Residential Group Homes • Medicaid Waiver Services  • Music Therapy 

 Supported Living • Habilitation Services • Work Support

Find out what makes BCS so rewarding 260-824-1253
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Ouabache State Park

 Ouabache State Park
Ouabache State Park is a 1,104 acre state 

Park property bordering the Wabash River east 
of Bluffton at 4930 E Ind . 201, Bluffton, IN 
46714 . It is operated by the Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Division of State 
Parks and Reservoirs . Ouabache Flatwoods 
Nature Preserve is located within the park and 
designated on property maps .

Jon Winne is park manager, and Tyrone Jes-
sup is the assistant park manager .

Directions: Take Ind . 124 east from Ind . 1 
to Ind . 201, turn south and follow state park 
signs to main entrance .

Telephone: 824-0926
Office Hours: 8:30 a .m . to 3:30 p .m . Mon-

day through Friday from November through 
March . Daily hours April 1, through Oct . 31, 
are 8:30 a .m . to 3:30 p .m . Monday through Fri-
day .

Admission Fees: $7 per car for residents 
daily, $9 per car for non-residents daily, $50 
annual pass for residents,  $70 for annual -pass 
for non-residents and $25 Golden Hoosier 
Passport . Fees collected seasonally when the 
office is open seven days a week. (Subject to 
change)

Camping Facilities: 124-site electric camp-
ground with modern restrooms and shower fa-
cilities . Reservations available from early May 

to late October through Central Reservation 
System at 1-866-622-6746 or online at CAMP .
IN .Gov .

Primitive Youth Tent Campgrounds for ap-
proved youth groups under adult supervision .

Kunkel Lake Beach: Generally open from 
dawn to dusk Memorial Day to Labor Day . Free 
with admission to the park . Features 215 ft . of 
waterline and 2,500 tons of sand . Water is up 
to four feet deep . No life guard on duty, adults 
responsible for children’s safety while swim-
ming. Contact the office for more information.

Kunkel Lake: Generally open from dawn 
to dusk Memorial Day to Labor Day . Twenty-
five-acre lake offers fishing for large mouth 
bass, blue gill, channel catfish and other game 
fish. License required. Canoe and paddle boat 
rental available .

Fire Tower: Open during daylight hours, 
may close during severe weather, high winds 
or freezing conditions . 100 steps high . Offers 
view of the park .

Recreational Opportunities: Hiking trails, 
paved bike trail, bison exhibit, firetower, natu-
ralist activities, playground equipment, picnic 
shelters . Bocce ball court, baseball diamond, 
play fields and tennis/basketball courts. A 
paved bike trail extension connects Ouabache 
State Park to the Bluffton Rivergreenway Trail 
for a combined distance of almost 5 miles .

1979 – 2024

2883 E State Road 124  •  Bluff ton, IN 46714  •  (260) 824-4929
Trusted Automotive Experts  •  www.experttrans.com

Heating & Air Conditioning
Steering & Suspension
Routine Maintenance
Starting & Charging
Engines • Brakes
Transmissions
Drive Trains

Committed to Serving You Better!

2883 E State Road 124  •  Bluff ton, IN 46714  •  (260) 824-4929
Trusted Automotive Experts  •  www.experttrans.comTrusted Automotive Experts  •  www.experttrans.com

Heating & Air Conditioning
Steering & Suspension
Routine Maintenance
Starting & Charging

Committed to Serving You Better!
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Parks and Recreation
Bluffton Parks and Facilities

Angel of Hope Park, at the corner of Bennett 
and Wabash streets, is a place for anyone who 
has lost loved ones to remember them . This set-
ting provides a soothing sound of the water and 
a view of the beautiful Wabash River . The park 
includes brick walkways and several benches for 
those wishing to enjoy the park and remember 
their loved ones . 

Bluffton City Gym is in the back of City Hall, 
located at 128 E Market Street . Facilities include 
a basketball court, which is also lined for pickle-
ball, a volleyball court with a scoreboard, a rac-
quetball court, a weight lifting room, restroom fa-
cilities, shower rooms, and saunas . The facility is 
available year-round and is under the leadership 
of the Bluffton Parks and Recreation Department . 
Yearly memberships are $95 for a single or $125 
for the family and are available for purchase in 
the Park office in City Hall.

Jefferson Park is a park of 2 .1 acres located 
in the southeast portion of Bluffton, off of Town-
ley and Bennett streets . Facilities include a play-
ground, two T-Ball diamonds, a batting cage, and 
a concession stand/restroom building .

K-9 Kommons dog park, 805 W . Market St . 
is a fenced-in park offering a variety of dog ob-
stacles, a few benches, and a picnic table . Key 

memberships are sold by the year in the Park of-
fice and are $25.

Kehoe Park is a 2-acre park along the Wabash 
River, just west of the south junction of Ind . 1 and 
Ind . 124 . Facilities include a lighted amphithe-
ater, a pavilion with picnic tables, and a restroom 
building . This is the site of the summer concert 
series on Friday and Sunday evenings during the 
summer . The full schedule can be found on the 
city’s website .

Lancaster Park, 200 E . Jackson St ., is located 
on Bluffton’s north side off Ind . 1 and includes 
approximately 17 .5 acres . The park is still under 
construction but consists of a variety of ameni-
ties already open to the public, including a walk-
ing trail, playground, volleyball courts, football/
soccer field, dual-use disco golf/foot golf course, 
lighted basketball court, gaga ball pit, fire pit, 
phone charging station, bike air pump station, 
sledding hill, and pavilion . In 2024, the park will 
add pickleball courts and improve the parking lot .

Lions Park contains approximately 5 .5 acres 
in the west central part of Bluffton, off Midway 
and Washington streets . Facilities include a play-
ground, a pavilion with picnic tables and grill, 
two lighted basketball courts, three lighted tennis/
pickleball courts, restrooms, a maintenance build-
ing with storage, a lighted baseball diamond, and 

Foudy CPA Group, P.C.
Certified Public Accountant 

Bluffton 
(260) 824-1040 

Ft. Wayne 
(260) 432-4565 

www.FoudyCPA.com     
Email:  info@foudycpa.com 

Serving our community for over 30 years 

Blu�  on CPA Group P.C.

2401 N. Main St., Blu�  on, IN 46714
260-824-1040

www.blu�  onCPAGroup.com
Email: info@blu�  oncpagroup.com

Over 30 years experience 
serving our community

MEMBER MEMBER MEMBER

BLUFFTON
DOUG FEAR, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
2035 Commerce Dr., Suite 209
260-565-4134

JEREMY TODD, AAMS®/CFP®
Financial Advisor
1169 N. Main St. Suite 2
260-824-0686

JEREMY PENROD, AAMS®/CFP®
Financial Advisor
201 E. Market St., Suite 1
260-824-2354

OSSIAN
LARRY A. SMITH, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
102 S. Jefferson
260-622-7952
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Parks and Recreation (cont’d)
a T-Ball diamond . The Teen League baseball pro-
gram for 13- and 14-year-old boys use the field 
at Lions Park, which used to be Wilson Field, 
through the years that it was the football field for 
Bluffton High School .

Pickett’s Run is at the intersection of Wayne 
and East Washington streets . The park has paved 
paths, picnic tables, benches, wood carvings, a 
story walk trail, a gazebo, and a historical marker . 
The park gets its name from the stream that runs 
through the site . This is the former location of 17 
homes that were damaged in the July 2003 flood 
and had to be removed . Across the street from the 
park, at the corner of East Washington and Ben-
nett streets, is a splash pad and a life fitness trail 
of outdoor exercise equipment . The park also has 
two gazebos .

Rotary Park is a small part of the Rivergre-
enway corridor off the River Road along the Wa-
bash River in the east part of Bluffton . Facilities 
include a pavilion with picnic tables, a paved 
parking lot, and access to the Rivergreenway .

Roush Park, 925 W . Silver St ., is an 8-acre 
park in the southwest part of Bluffton off the In-
diana Street/Clark Avenue/Silver Street intersec-
tion . Facilities include playground equipment, 
two lighted baseball diamonds, two lighted soft-
ball diamonds, picnic areas, two rentable pavil-
ions (a small one with picnic tables and a larger 
one), restroom facilities, a storage building, press 
boxes at the ball diamonds, batting cages, two 
concessions stands and two basketball courts . 
A splash pad and a half-mile walking trail were 
added to the park in 2017 . The Farm League for 
9- and 10-year-old boys and the Junior League 
for 11 and 12-year-old boys use the two baseball 
diamonds . The Junior Girls League for ages 9-12 
and the Senior Girls League for ages 13-16 use 
the two softball diamonds .

Veterans Memorial Park is on Bluffton’s 
south side at the corner of Main and Arnold 
Streets . This park features memorial gardens, 
walkways, a gazebo, and park benches . It is the 
scene of official tributes to those who have served 
in the nation’s defense .

Washington Park, 710 S . Mulberry St ., cov-

ers approximately 2 .6 acres in the southeast part 
of Bluffton, bordered by Ohio, Mulberry, Ar-
nold, and Bennett streets . A pavilion was added 
in 2019/2020 . Facilities include playground 
equipment, two 8-foot basketball goals and two 
lighted 10-foot basketball goals, restrooms, two 
horseshoe pits, a cornhole game, a Rock Steady 
boxing gym, an all-seasons indoor facility with a 
kitchenette that seats 120 (with tables and chairs), 
a lighted outdoor pavilion with picnic tables and 
picnic areas . Tennis courts are lined with pickle-
ball and are located near the park on Mulberry St .

Wabash River Park, 225 E . Wabash St ., is 
located at the beginning of the River Greenway 
Trail Corridor and is about 1/2 acre in size . Fa-
cilities included are picnic tables, benches, and a 
gazebo . Located just west of the park is a covered 
pavilion with picnic tables and an oversized Ad-
irondack chair, perfect for a fun photo opportu-
nity .

Reforestation Wetlands Project: Some 
40,000 native trees and shrub seedlings have been 
planted on 90 acres of land on the east side of 
Bluffton, upstream on the north side of the Wa-
bash River . About 2 .5 miles of trails currently ex-
ist through the native grasses, shrubs, and trees 
that are establishing a native community and re-
storing a wetlands area on the former floodplain 

local matters.

404 N Main St
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
260-824-9982
FirstBankofBerne.com
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Parks and Recreation (cont’d)
farmland .

Parks and pavilions may be rented by call-
ing the Bluffton Park Department at 824-6069 
between 8 a .m . and 4:30 p .m . Monday through 
Friday . Prices and rental forms are on the Parks 
Department website blufftonindiana .net . Park 
hours are from dawn to 11 p .m .

Trails
The Interurban Trail is a paved walking and 

bicycle trail that starts at the pedestrian bridge 
over the Wabash River and extends north 2 1/3 
miles to the intersection of Main Street (Ind . 1) 
and Monroe Street . (Wells County Road 200N) 
where Walmart, Lowe’s, and Walgreens are lo-
cated . The trail runs along the west side of Main 
Street in front of restaurants and motels, plus 
other businesses . Approximately one mile will be 
added from Lowe’s to Lancaster Park in 2024 . 

The River Greenway is a paved walking and 
bicycling trail that starts at the east end of East 
Wabash Street in the heart of Bluffton . The trail 
runs southeast on the banks of the Wabash River 
on River Road to the White Bridge, a distance of 
2 .25 miles . The state has extended the trail east-
ward from the bridge, connecting it to the Oua-
bache State Park, which links into an extensive 
park trail . The trail from Bluffton to and through 
much of the state park is close to 5 miles . The 
River Greenway features include a boating ac-
cess site at the east end of the trail near the White 
Bridge, a replica historic covered bridge, and 
designated parking lots along the trail . No horses 
or motorized vehicles are allowed on the River 
Greenway .

Bluffton Parks — The award-winning Bluff-

ton Park Department has a variety of activities, 
programs, leagues, concerts, lessons, races, and 
events for all ages . Information about their pro-
grams can be found on the city’s website, bluff-
tonindana .net; on Facebook and X (Twitter), @
Bluffton Parks; in weekly articles in The News-
Banner; on the digital sign at the Commons park-
ing lot along Main Street, on the sign at Kehoe 
Park, and by emailing parks@blufftonindiana .
gov or calling 824-6069 .

Swimming
Wells Community Swimming Pool: The 

property is about 3 .1 acres in size, located at 310 
W . Spring St . It has a six-lane 50-meter outdoor 
swimming pool, is gas heated, with a 1-meter div-
ing board, small tube slide and a 150-foot open 
flume triple-loop waterslide, plus a concession 
stand area, restrooms, shower facilities, a sun 
deck around the pool, playground and a pavilion 
with picnic tables and grill . The pool and pavilion 
are open for rental . The Wells Community Pool 
is managed and operated by the Bluffton Parks 
and Recreation Department . It opens on Memo-
rial Day weekend and closes in early August . It 
is available for private rentals . Phone: 824-1550 .

Swim lessons and adult lap swim times are 
available during the pool season .

Other swimming facilities include Kunkel 
Beach at Ouabache State Park, as listed in the in-
formation elsewhere about Ouabache State Park, 
and the Markle Pool, as listed in the separate 
information about the town of Markle . grasses, 
shrubs and trees that are establishing a native 
community and restoring a wetlands area on the 
former flood plain farmland.

Planning and Zoning
WELLS COUNTY AREA PLAN COM-

MISSION
The Wells County Area Plan Commission 

serves all of Wells County except the Wells 
County part of Markle, which is served by the 
Huntington County Department of Community 
Development . The Wells County APC serves the 
entire town of Zanesville, including the parts of 
the town in Wells County and Allen County .

The office is located in the Wells Carnegie 
Government Annex, 223 W . Washington St ., 
Bluffton 46714 . The phone number 824-6407 .

Michael Lautzenheiser Jr. is the Area Plan 
Commission executive director/GIS coordinator . 
Suzie Gentis is the administrative assistant and 
Tracey Ulmer is a part-time clerical assistant .

Members of the Wells County Area Plan Com-
mission include:

Bluffton, IN  •  (260) 824-5384  •  fourstarservices.com
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Vera Cruz Town Council appointment is va-
cant at the time of publication .

Tyson Brooks, 413-3990 (appointed by the 
Wells County Commissioners; term ends Dec . 
31, 2024) .

Kiera Lance, 260-519-5921 (appointed by 
the Uniondale Town Council; term ends Dec . 31, 
2024) .

Jarrod Hahn, 824-6414 (on APC by virtue of 
his office as Wells County surveyor).

William Horan, vice president, 824-6412 (on 
APC by virtue of his office as Wells County’s 
Purdue Extension educator for agriculture) .

Chandler Gerber, 417-1024 (appointed by 
the Bluffton Common Council; term ends Dec . 
31, 2026) .

Jerome Markley, president, 694-6491 (ap-
pointed by the Wells County Council; term ends 
Dec . 31, 2025) .

Tim Rohr, 622-7708 (appointed by the Wells 
County Commissioners; term ends Dec . 31, 
2024) .

John Schuhmacher, 602-2391 (appointed by 
the Zanesville Town Council for a term through 
Dec . 31, 2026) .

John Potter, 307-1278 (appointed by the Po-
neto Town Council; term ends Dec . 31, 2024) .

Melissa Woodworth, 622-9110 (appointed 
by the Ossian Town Council; term ends Dec . 31, 
2024) .

The APC’s attorney is Colin Andrews, office 
phone 824-4049 .

Meetings of the Wells County Area Plan Com-
mission regularly are at 7 p.m. on the first Thurs-
day of each month in the Wells Carnegie Govern-
ment Annex . Those attending APC meetings are 
asked to use the entrance on either the east or west 
side of the building .

The APC reviews and approves develop-
ment plans, major subdivisions, certain confined 
animal feeding operations, planned unit develop-
ments, and makes recommendations on rezon-
ings . The APC will also hear any appeals of staff 
approvals or Plat Committee decisions . The Plan 
Commission’s staff reviews and approves minor 
development plans, wind energy conversion sys-
tems, and confined feeding operation projects.

PROCEDURE TO AMEND ZONING 
MAPS

Petitions must be filed in the Wells APC office 
by 4:30 p .m . by the posted deadline each month 
prior to the scheduled meeting . That will allow 
for a sign to be posted notifying interested parties 
and a legal notice to be published in the appropri-
ate local newspapers in accordance with state law .

The filing information and fees can be found 
on the Plan Commission’s website at wellscoun-
ty.org/area-planning-commission or at the office 
of the Area Plan Commission .

WELLS COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING 
APPEALS

Members of the Wells County Board of Zon-
ing Appeals are:

Bill Dowty (appointed by the Ossian Town 
Council for a term through Dec . 31, 2025) .

Tim Rohr (appointed by the Area Plan Com-
mission on an annual basis, for a term through 
Dec . 31, 2024) .

Tyson Brooks, president (appointed by the 
Wells County Commissioners, for a term through 
Dec . 31, 2024) .

Jerry Petzel (appointed by the mayor of 
Bluffton for a term through Dec . 31, 2025) .

Tracy Gentis (appointed by the Wells Coun-
ty Commissioners for a term through Dec . 31, 
2027) .

Meetings of the Wells County BZA are usually 
the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 p .m .

PROCEDURE FOR PETITIONS TO 
WELLS COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING 

APPEALS
Petitions are to be filed in the Wells County 

Area Plan Commission office by 4:30 p.m. by 
the posted deadline each month prior to the day 
of the scheduled meeting for legal notices to be 
published in the appropriate local newspapers, in 
accordance with state law and the BZA’s rules of 
procedure .

The filing information and fees can be found 
on the Plan Commission’s website wellscounty .
org/ area-planning-commission or at the office of 

Planning and Zoning (cont’d)

You Dream. I Plan.

email: s.hiday@magicalvacationplanner.com

Stephanie Hiday -Travel Specialist

260-417-7656
Personalized Concierge Vacation Planner and Team Leader

I Believe every vacation is as unique as the traveler. I work to 
create customized and detailed itineraries for singles, couples, 

families and groups.
I am passionate in working with you to create a lifetime 

of memories while saving you time, money and hassle. My 
expertise is at no extra cost to you when booking your trip.

Call me for your theme parks, all-inclusive resort vacations, 
river, ocean, expedition cruises and tour group trips.

• Personal attention before & during your trip
• Transportation, stroller & wheelchair setup
• Recommendations for Dining & 

Entertainment
• Club Level & Concierge stays
• Handle all payments for your trip
• O� er travel protection
• Accessible by personal cell phone to 

answer questions, help in the pre-
trip planning process, as well as, 
being accessible through your stay 
for questions & troubleshooting.

Magical Vacation Planner is a Diamond Earmarked Agency.
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Poneto

Political Parties
Wells County 

Democrats: Party 
headquarters are at 
119 S . Johnson St ., 
Bluffton; 273-0972; 
wellscountydemocrat-
icparty .com .

The county chair-
man is Dylan McIn-
tosh . Mellanie Hol-
lingsworth is the vice chairwoman .

Wells County 
Republicans: Party 
Headquarters are at 
125 S . Johnson St ., 
Bluffton; 288-9746; 
wells .gop .

The county chair-
man is Zach Rodgers 
and Sandy Garcia is 
the vice chairwoman

The town of Poneto has an elected three-
member Town Council and an elected clerk-
treasurer . The town address is P .O . Box 61, 
Poneto .

The members of the Poneto Town Council 
are:

Kelly Coleman-Potter (D), 119 W Washing-
ton, Poneto .

Linda L . Ogle (I), 5962 S . Meridian Rd ., 
Poneto . 820-0185

Paul Miller (R), P .O . Box 50, 443-9829 . 
The Poneto Town Clerk-Treasurer is Brad 

the Area Plan Commission .
PROCEDURE FOR PETITIONS TO THE 

WELLS COUNTY PLAT COMMITTEE
Petitions are to be filed in the Wells County 

Area Plan Commission office by 4:30 p.m. by 
the posted deadline each month prior to the day 
of the scheduled meeting for legal notices to be 
published in the appropriate local newspapers, in 
accordance with state law and the BZA’s rules of 
procedure .

The filing information and fees can be found 
on the Plan Commission’s website wellscounty .
org/area-planning-commission or at the office of 
the Area Plan Commission .

WELLS COUNTY GIS DEPARTMENT
The Wells County Geographic Information 

System serves all of Wells County and is locat-
ed at the Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W . 
Washington St ., Bluffton .

GIS is a computerized database management 
system for the capture, storage, retrieval, analysis 
and display of spatial data . In other words, it is 

a digital database of the collective governmental 
offices. You can search from your home or of-
fice via the internet and obtain information about 
Wells County .

The website is wellscountygis .org . Also see 
wellscounty .org/gis for news and information re-
lating to the office.

Planning and Zoning (cont’d)
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410 E. Spring Street 
Bluffton, IN 46714
Main: (260) 827-2200
www.weg-cm.com
www.weg.net

Poneto
Shoeff (D), 5753 S Grape, Poneto ., PHONE .

Town Hall: 694-6888 .
Poneto electric service is from AEP .
Poneto has its own sewage system . Garbage 

collection by Republic Services .
Poneto’s police protection is provided by 

the Wells County Sheriff’s Department . Tele-
phone service is from the Citizens Telephone 
Corp . of Warren .

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Len Smith is the 
chief of the Poneto Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment . The assistant chief is Tyler Moser . 
The secretary-treasurer is Tracy Fiscus . The 
captains are Scott Minniear, Jeff Prible, 
Dennis Fiscus and Gage Minniear . Other 
members include Victoria Bibdle, Mike Mc-
Farren, Ryan Nash, Mike Prible, Robin E . 
Lane, Steve Rush, Ethan Reynolds, Kevin 
Scott and Zach Smith . Scott Minniear, Tyler 
Moser, Dennis Fiscus, Gage Minniear, Ethan 
Reynolds and Victoria Bibdle are the depart-
ment’s first responders.

Our Philosophy for Total Customer Satisfaction:
DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME.

PROVIDING QUALITY PRODUCTS & SERVICES
for Heavy Truck, Automotive, Agricultural and Many Other Industries.

Supplying stamping 
products to American 
Companies Since 1947.

0059 N. Oak Street Extended
 Phone 260-824-1118

Fax 260-824-5472 • info@almcosteel.com

Products:
• Clutch & Brake Plates
• Pickup Frame 

Components

• Heavy Truck Frame 
Components

• Pass Car Engine 
Cradle Components

• Engine Valve Covers 
and Oil Pans

• Heavy Truck Bumpers
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 The mission of the Wells County 
Foundation is to enhance the present and 
future quality of life of the Wells County 
Community. 
 Your gifts assist the Foundation in 
fulfilling that mission. 
 In 2023, the Foundation awarded over 
$532,000 in scholarships and more than 
$1,000,000 in grants to organizations 
that help make Wells County a great 
place to live. 

The Wells County Foundation, Inc.
222 West Market Street

Bluffton, IN  46714
260 824 8620

www.wellscountyfound.org
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Population Statistics; Schools

Schools

Wells County, Indiana
Formed in 1837 and named for Captain 
William Wells, a scout for General Anthony 
Wayne 
County Seat:     Bluffton
Population per Sq . Mile: 75 .96
Square Miles: 368 .1

Population Over Time Number Rank in State
1980 25,401 57
1990 25,948 57
2000 27,600 55
2010 27,636 58
2020 28,142 57

Cities and Towns in Wells County
  2020 Census % of County
Bluffton 10,308 35 .9
Markle 454 1 .6*
Ossian 3,370 12 .0
Poneto 191 0 .6
Uniondale 311 1 .1
Vera Cruz 86 0 .3
Zanesville 488 1 .7*
* Population in this county is shown, this city or town 
crosses county lines .

People QuickFacts Wells County Bluffton
Population, 2010  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27,636 9,897
Population, percent change, 
  2010 to 2020  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 .8% 0 .4%
Population, 2020  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28,142 10,308
Population By Age (2020)
Under 5 years  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6 .2% 5 .4%
Under 18 years  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24 .6% 25 .1%
65 years and over  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18 .6% 19 .2%
Female persons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 .6% 51 .6%
Population by Race (2020)
White  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .96 .9% 95 .6%
Black or African American  . . . .0 .9% 1 .8%
American Indian  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0 .3% 0 .0%
Asian   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0 .7% 0 .4%
Two or More Races  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 .2% 1 .2%
Hispanic or Latino  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 .3% 3 .7%

People QuickFacts Wells County Bluffton
Mean travel time to work (minutes)
  workers age 16+  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22 .9 20 .2
Housing units     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,006 
Owner Occupied  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .78 .9% 65 .0%
Median value of owner-occupied 
   housing units  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$127,600 $100,300
Renter Occupied  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21 .1% 35 .0%
Median Rent  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$702 $622
Households  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,888 4,092
Households w/ a computer  . . .89 .0% 88 .7%
Households w/ broadband
  internet subscription  . . . . . . . . . . .79 .2% 76 .8%
Persons per household  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 .52 2 .35
Per capita income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$45,704
Median household income $61,636 $47,493
Persons below poverty level  . .8 .2% 12 .8%
Total Resident Labor Force  .14,006
Dec ., 2021 Unemployment Rate 0 .9%
Educational Attainment
Wells County Population Age 25+ (2020) 
  Wells Co . Bluffton   
High School Graduate or higher
  (incl . equivalents)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  92 .2% 91 .4% 
Bachelor’s Degree
    or higher  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18 .2% 14 .4%
Sources: US Census Bureau; Indiana Univer-
sity StatsIndiana

BLUFFTON-HARRISON METROPOLI-
TAN SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Bluffton-Harrison School District is all 
of Harrison Township including that part of 
Bluffton within Harrison Township . The ad-
ministration building is at 805 E . Harrison St ., 
Bluffton, IN, 46714, phone 824-2620, and the 
superintendent is Brad Yates, byates@bhmsd .
org

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS: Bruce 
Holland (District 2), president, 824-4308, 
bholland@bhmsd .org; Angie Sheets (at-large), 
vice president, 307-3462, asheets@bhmsd .org; 
Trent White (District 3), secretary, 341-1289, 
twhite@bhmsd .org; Mike Murray (District 
1), 273-0717, mmurray@bhmsd .org; Julie 

A New High Efficiency
Air Conditioning Unit 

LOWERS YOUR BILLS

219 E. Perry St. Blu� ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

ALL SEASON
SERVICE NEEDS

SUPERIOR PRODUCTS
SERVICE
SOLUTIONS

99.98% CLEANER AIR
Clean air starts with 
better air flow. Ask 
us about installing 
AccuClean™, Humidfiers, 
Dehumidifiers, or UV 
(Ultra Violet) Lights.

260•824•0228 • www.moserandsonheatingandair.com

SERVICE NEEDSSERVICE NEEDSSERVICE NEEDS
90 YEARS OF SERVICE to Our Customers



2024 WELLS COUNTY FACT BOOKpage 40

Schools (cont’d)
Thompson (at-large), 760-5631, jthompson@ 
bhmsd.org

Bluffton-Harrison Elementary School: 1100 
E. Spring St., Bluffton, 824-0333, Schlaura 
Linderwell, principal, slinderwell@
bhmsd.org

Bluffton-Harrison Middle 
School: 1500 Stogdill Road, 
Bluffton, 824-3536, Rick Met-
tler, principal (retiring after the 
Spring semester), rmettler@
bhmsd.org

Bluffton High School: 1 Tiger 
Trail, South Wayne Street, Bluff-
ton, 824-3724, Steve Baker, principal, 
sbaker@bhmsd.org

Bluffton athletic director: Steve Thompson
Fall sports: football, volleyball, girls’ golf, 

boys’ tennis, cross country (boys and girls)
Winter sports: basketball (boys and girls), 

swimming (boys and girls), wrestling
Spring sports: baseball, softball, boys’ golf, 

girls’ tennis, track and field (boys and girls)
noRWELL CoMMUnITY SCHooLS
The Norwell Community Schools serves 

all of Union, Jefferson, Rockcreek 
and Lancaster townships, including 
that part of Bluffton in Lancaster 
Township. The administrative 
office is at 312 N. Jefferson 
St., Ossian, IN 46777. Phone is 
622-4125. The superintendent 
is Mike Springer, offi ce phone 
622-4125, mike.springer@nwcs.
k12.in.us

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS: 
Gene Donaghy (Jefferson Township), 

president, 437-9823, gene.donaghy@nwcs.
k12.in.us; Chad Kline (Rockcreek Township), 
vice-president, 302-6252, chad.kline@nwcs.
k12.in.us; Angie Topp (Lancaster Township), 
273-2224, angie.topp@nwcs.k12.in.us; Traci 
Neuenschwander (Union Township), 402-
5924, traci.neuenschwander@nwcs.k12.in.us; 
Corey Krug (at-large), 273-7389, corey.
krug@nwcs.k12.in.us

Lancaster Central Elementary 
School: 275 E. Jackson St., Bluff-
ton, 565-3135. Ginger Butcher, 
principal, ginger.butcher@
nwcs.k12.in.us

Ossian Elementary 
School: 213 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian, 622-4179. Theresa 
Casto, principal, Theresa.cas-
to@ nwcs.k12.in.us

Norwell Middle School: 1100E U.S. 
224, Ossian, 543-2218. Andrew Enderle, 
principal, andrew.enderle@nwcs.k12.in.us

Norwell High School: 1100E U.S. 224, Os-
sian, 543-2213. Kam Meyer, principal kam.
meyer@nwcs.k12.in.us

Norwell athletic director: Kelby Weybright
Fall sports: football, volleyball, girls’ golf, 

boys’ tennis, cross country (boys and girls), 
soccer (boys and girls)

Winter sports: basketball (boys and girls), 
swimming (boys and girls), wrestling

Spring sports: baseball, softball, 
boys’ golf, girls’ tennis, track and 

field (boys and girls)
SoUTHERn WELLS CoM-

MUnITY SCHooLS
The Southern Wells Com-

munity Schools district is all of 
Liberty, Chester, Nottingham 

and Jackson townships. All of the 
schools and the school district head-

quarters are in one complex at 9120S-
300W, Poneto. The superintendent is Trent 

Lehman, office phone 765-728-5537, tlehm-
an@swraiders.com

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS:
Todd Fiechter (Nottingham Township),  

president, 4197E-1200S-90, Bryant; Chad 
Roush (Jackson Township), vice president, 
11270S-1000W-90, Marion, 765-348-6234; 
Delora Schneider (Liberty Township), secre-
tary, 2840S-400W, Liberty Center, 442-4760; 

Andrew Pursifull (Chester Township), 
board liason, 8155S-500W, Poneto, 

273-8373.
Southern Wells Elementary 

School: Phone, 765-728-2121. 
Kristen Wall, principal, kwall@
swraiders.com

Southern Wells Junior-Senior 
High School: Phone, 765-728-

5534. Kim Conner, principal, kcon-
ner@swraiders.com

Southern Wells athletic director: Todd 
Thieme

Fall sports: football, volleyball, girls’ golf, 
cross country (boys and girls)

Winter sports: basketball (boys and girls), 
wrestling

Spring sports: baseball, softball, boys’ golf, 
track and field (boys and girls)

noRWELL ALTERnATIVE SCHooL
Operated by Northern Wells Com-

munity Schools. Enrollment is 
limited. Admittance to the pro-
gram is through Norwell High 
School administration. Located 
at 312 N. Jefferson St., Ossian, 
46777. Phone, 622-4125.

ADAMS-WELLS SPECIAL 
SERVICES COOPERATIVE

102 W. Main St., Berne, IN 
46711. Phone: 824-5880. The ex-
ecutive director is Abi West. Pro-
vides special education services 

for five public school districts in Adams and 
Wells counties. Board is comprised of the five 
area school superintendents.

oTHER SCHooLS
Bethlehem Lutheran School, 6514E-750N, 

Ossian, 597-7366. The headmaster is Rev. An-
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 Townships
CHESTER TOWNSHIP

TRUSTEE: Steve Studebaker (R), 7620 
S. Meridian Road, Poneto, IN 46781; home 
phone 694-6530.

TOWNSHIP BOARD: Stanley J. Bales, 
90400S- 400W-90, Montpelier, IN 47359; 
Lynn Blevins, 8396S-200W, Poneto, IN 46781; 
Nate Holmes, 9463S-200W Poneto, IN 46781.

HARRISON TOWNSHIP
TRUSTEE: Kyle Hunt, 1314 W. Washing-

ton St., Bluffton, IN 46714; home phone 824-
6402. Office, Carnegie Government Annex, 
223 W. Washington St., Bluffton, IN, 46714; 
phone 824-6402.

TOWNSHIP BOARD: Jeff Hewitt, 1331 
Ridgewood Ln., Bluffton, IN 46714; Diane 
R. Markley, 1138 Sherwood Lane, Bluffton, 
IN 46714; Susan Popplewell (R), 940 Ranch 
Road, Bluffton, IN 46714.

JACKSON TOWNSHIP
TRUSTEE: Bruce Herr (R), 6620W-

900S-90, Warren, IN 46792; phone 765-348-
9160.

TOWNSHIP BOARD: Greggory Vanover 
(R), 9380S-900W-90, Warren, IN 46792; Bruce 
E. Leas (R), 9492S-900W-90, Montpelier, IN 
47359; Benjamin Morton, 8494W-900S-90, 
Warren, IN 46792.

JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP
TRUSTEE: Larry Heckber (R), 592 Indian 

Trace, Ossian, IN 46777; phone 260-704-6629. 
TOWNSHIP BOARD: Timothy M.  Baker 

(R), 2142E-800N, Ossian, IN 46777; David 
Haiflich (R), 3457E-800N, Ossian, IN 46777; 
AJ Springer (R), 2513 E U.S. 224, Ossian.

LANCASTER TOWNSHIP
TRUSTEE: David Rigney (R), 2414 Red 

Oak Ct., Bluffton, IN 46714; 824-9501.

thony Dodgers. The pastor is Rev. Samuel Wir-
gau. Grades kindergarten through eighth.

Kingdom Academy, 225 Ferguson Park Ct., 
Bluffton, 824-5590. The principal is Brian 
Steffen. Grades one through 12, preschool and 
kindergarten.

New Life Christian School, 1621S-350E, 

Bluffton, 824-4660. Open to toddlers and pre-
kindergarten children. Before- and after-school 
programs available for elementary-aged chil-
dren.

Wesleyan Heritage Academy, 1309 W. 
Washington St., Bluffton, 824-4431. Pre-kin-
dergarten through grade 12.

Schools (cont’d); Townships

LET’S BRING YOUR
VISION TO LIFE.
High quality post-frame buildings 
with superior materials, expert 
craftsmanship, and a team you 
can trust.

MeyerBuilding.com (260) 565-3274
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United Way of Wells County

Utilities

 Townships (cont’d); Uniondale; United Way; Utilities

The town of Uniondale has an elected three-
member Town Council and an elected clerk-trea-
surer . Council terms are four years and elections 
have been on a non-partisan basis . Next town 
elections will be in 2020 .

The Town of Uniondale’s mailing address is 
Post Office Box 111, Uniondale, IN 46791.

The Uniondale Town Council meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month . Its members are 
Erin Kreigh (D), 5866 N . Main St ., P .O . Box 33, 
Uniondale, IN 46791, phone 610-3942; Geoffrey 
Lance, 5965 N . Miller St ., Uniondale, IN 46791, 
phone 227-0022; Corey Elzey (R), 5857 N . Main 
St ., Uniondale, IN 46791, phone 260-433-2954 .

The Uniondale Clerk-Treasurer is Sharice Bow-

en (R), phone 543-2542 .
Electric Service is from American Electric Pow-

er and  natural gas service from NIPSCO . Phone 
service is from Frontier .

Sewage service is from the Town of Uniondale . 
Contact the Clerk-Treasurer, 543-2542 .

Garbage/trash collection is by Republic Servic-
es, phone 478-9864 . Recyclers can us the Wells 
County Recycling Center at 702 W . Wabash St ., 
Bluffton .

Uniondale has no police agency and no water 
service .

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT. No 
phone number at location. The fire chief is Aaron 
Nunley . 

Office: 122 LaMar St ., Suite 118, Bluffton, 
46714, 824-5589; www .unitedwaywells .org

Executive Director: Ben Renkenberger, UW-
Director@unitedwaywells .org

Mission Statement: Promote and lead posi-
tive solutions that improve lives and strengthen 
our Community .

Board of Directors: Carolyn Bertsch, Tamra 
Boucher, Jessica Bricker, Doug Brown, Patty 
Randall, Phil Swain, Cari Whicker and Alan 
Winterrowd .

Programs Funded
Childhood Development: Boy Scouts, Par-

enting Cafe, Youth as Resources, Junior Achieve-
ment

Self Sufficiency: WoW! transportation, In 
Home Services, Santa’s Workshop, Travelers Aid

Health & Safety: Teen Court, Alive & Well
Bright Beginnings Initiative: Kindergarten 

Countdown, BOOKENDS, Getting Ready for 
Kindergarten Calendar, 90by20 .com, Imagina-
tion Library, The Closet, Mentor Moms

There are no less than five electricity provid-
ers, five land-line telephone companies and two 
natural gas providers that do business in Wells 
County .
If you live within Bluffton, Ossian, Markle, 

Uniondale, Poneto, Vera Cruz or Zanesville, 
consult those community listings for water, sew-
age and waste disposal services . 
Here is a listing of other utility services in the 

county:
ELECTRICITY

• Bluffton Utilities — Serves the city of Bluff-
ton with eastern and western spurs into some 
rural areas . 
• Duke Energy— Serves Markle. For customer 

service: 1-800-521-2232 .
• Heartland REMC — Serves rural Wells 

County. The office is at 4563 E. Markle Road 

TOWNSHIP BOARD: Rick Smith, 5216N-
600E, Craigville, IN 46731; Greg Steele, 
3522E U .S . 224, Ossian, IN 46777; Andy Wolf 
(R), 5351E-500N, Craigville, IN 46731 . 

 LIBERTY TOWNSHIP
TRUSTEE: Chase Gentis, 2365S-300W 

Liberty Center, IN 46766; home phone 341-
1074. Office — 2600S-300W, Liberty Center 
(Liberty Center fire station), 964-6300, liberty-
township90@gmail .com

TOWNSHIP BOARD: Logan Mynatt, 
3244W-100S, Liberty Center, IN 46766; 
Richard Borror, 2479W-300S, Liberty Center 
46766; Scott Minniear, 2521W-300S, Liberty 
Center, IN 46766 .

NOTTINGHAM TOWNSHIP
TRUSTEE: Mark Shaffer (D), 8878 S . Wal-

nut St ., Petroleum, IN 46778; cell phone, 827-
8104 .

TOWNSHIP BOARD: Robin Gentis (R), 
3418E-700S, Bluffton, IN 46714; Michael 

D . Pursifull (R), 2875E-900S, Keystone, IN 
46759; Edward R . Herman (R), 3981E-900S, 
Keystone, IN 46759 . 

ROCKCREEK TOWNSHIP
TRUSTEE: Nathanael Wilson, 1041W-

200N-90, Markle, IN 46770, phone 438-3437, 
wellsrockcreek .trustee@gmail .com

TOWNSHIP BOARD: Lindsay J . Burnau, 
2579W-525N, Uniondale, IN 46791; John 
Legge, 170 Conifer Court, Markle, IN 46770; 
Dylan McIntosh, 115 Woodfield Court, Markle 
IN 46770 .

UNION TOWNSHIP
TRUSTEE: Brian D . Imel, 8313N-

600W-90, Markle, IN 46770; cell phone 260-
273-1834 .

TOWNSHIP BOARD: Kedric L . Bailey, 
3475W-1000N-90, Markle, IN 46770; John M . 
Walmsley, 11941 E . Smuts Drive, Zanesville, 
IN 46799; Robert L . Caley (R), 7756 N . Mar-
zane Road-90, Markle, IN 46770 .

Uniondale
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Utilities (cont’d); Vera Cruz

Vera Cruz

(just west of I-69 on U .S . 224) . Mailing ad-
dress: PO Box 605, Huntington IN 46750 . For 
customer service: 1-800-542-6339
• Indiana Michigan Power (AEP) — Serves 

the communities of: Ossian, Poneto, Reiffsburg, 
Uniondale, Tocsin, Craigville, Liberty Center, 
Vera Cruz and Kingsland. The office is at One 
Summit Square in downtown Fort Wayne . Mail-
ing address: PO Box 60, Fort Wayne IN 46801 . 
For customer service: 1-800-311-4634
• Jay County REMC — Serves a portion of 

southeastern Wells County and a portion of 
Adams County in addition to all of Jay County . 
The office is at Ind. 67 and Tyson Road in Port-
land . Mailing address: PO Box 904, Portland 
IN 47671 . For customer service: 1-800-835-
7362

TELEPHONE
Service providers within Wells County are:
• AdamsWells Telecom (Craigville Telephone 

Co .) — Serves the city of Bluffton, Craigville 
area and east-central Wells County. Office is lo-
cated at 2351 N . Main St . (SR 301), Craigville . 
Mailing address: PO Box 38, Craigville 
IN 46731 . For customer service: 565-3131 or 
800-917-7731 .
• AT&T — Serves the city of Bluffton and west 

central and southern Wells County . Residential 
repair service: 800-868-9696 . Customer Ser-
vice: Residential, 800-288-2020; Business, 800-
660-3000 .
• Citizens Telephone Co. — Serves the Liberty 

Center, Poneto, and rural Warren areas in south-
ern Wells County. The office is at 426 N. Wayne 
St . in Warren . The mailing address PO Box 533, 
Warren IN 46792 . Customer service, call 375-
2111 .
• CenturyLink — Serves a portion of north-

ern Wells  County (Tocsin area and west along 
US 224), the Petroleum area, and a portion 
of southeastern Wells County . For customer 
service: Residential, 1-888-723-8010; Busi-
ness: 1-800-786-6272; Repair: 1-800-788-3600 .
• Frontier — Serves the Ossian, Uniondale 

and Markle areas . For customer service pho-
nen1-877-462-8188 for business and 1-877-
723-8010 for residences .

NATURAL GAS
• Northern Indiana Public Service Co. (NIP-

SCO) —serves Bluffton and most of Wells 
County. The office and mailing address is: 801 
E 86th Ave ., Merrillville, IN 46410 . Customer 
Service Telephone: 800-464-7726 . Emergency 
Gas Leaks: 800-634-3524
• Vectren (formerly Indiana Gas Co.) — Serves 

the Poneto and Markle areas in Wells County in 
addition to Blackford and Huntington counties . 
Office is located at One Vectren Square, Evans-
ville, IN 47708 . Customer service: 800-227-
1376 .   . . . . . .Emergency gas leaks: 800-227-1376

RECYCLING
• Bluffton Recycling Center, 702 W. Wabash 

St ., 824-4828 .
INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDERS

• Adams/Wells Internet Telecom TV, 565-3131
• Citznet.com,  375-2111
• Mediacom, 800-874-2924
• OnlyInternet.net, 800-363-0989
• Swayzee Communicattons, 800-435-8353

CABLE TELEVISION
• Comcast, 456-9000
• Mediacom, 800-874-2924
• Swayzee Communicattons, 800-435-8353

MISCELLANEOUS
• Buckeye Pipe Line  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-523-9420
    24-Hr . Emergency gas leaks  . .800-331-4115
• Panhandle Eastern Pipe Line  . 713-989-7000
    24-Hr . Emergency gas leaks  . 800-225-3913

Vera Cruz is the smallest incorporated town in 
Wells County with a population of 69 according 
to the 2021 census . The town is governed by a 
three-member elected town council and an elect-
ed clerk-treasurer, all elected for four-year terms . 

The Vera Cruz Town Council members are:
John Ringger, Kiera Lance, Clerk-Treasurer, 

Sheila Flotow, 2928 SE Mulberry St ., Bluffton, 
IN 46714; phone 574-527-0898 .

Malvra Grover, 2986 SE Wabash St ., Bluffton, 
IN 46714; phone 565-3719 .

Kevin Ripple, 2736 SE Mulberry St ., Bluff-

ton, IN 46714; phone 849-2785 .
The clerk-treasurer is Jackie Alford, 2985 SE 

Wabash St . VC, Bluffton; phone 273-3696 .
The town office address is 2985 SE Wabash 

St ., Vera Cruz, Bluffton . Board meetings are at 
6:30 p .m . the third Tuesday of each month at the 
Town Hall . 

Vera Cruz was settled in 1841 and the town 
was incorporated as Newville until becoming 
Vera Cruz in 1870 .

Vera Cruz has a Community Development 
Committee and Fund and a community park . 
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Wells County Foundation

Wells County EMS Inc . is a private not-for-
profit corporation created by action of the Wells 
County Commissioners in July of 2000 . It has 
three locations serving Wells and surrounding 
counties .

Ambulances are stationed at the following lo-
cations:

• Wells County EMS headquarters at 140 W. 
Spring St .

• The Southern Wells County facility in the 

Chester Township Fire Station just south of 
Southern Wells school building on 300W .

• The Northern Wells County facility in the 
Ossian Fire Station/Ossian Town Hall building 
complex on Ind . 1 .

Although emergency calls for the EMS are 
to 911, administrative calls can be made to 827-
0166 .

Rick Piepenbrink is the CEO of Wells county 
EMS .

Office: 222 West Market St., Bluffton, IN 
46714

Phone: 260-824-8620
E-mail: wellscountyfound@wellscounty-

found .org
Website: www .wellscountyfound .org
Staff: Tammy Slater, CEO; Sherry Barnes, 

Administrative Assistant: Kaitlyn McNally, Fi-
nancial Assistant/Scholarship Manager .

Board of Directors: Sarah MacNeill, presi-
dent; Stephen Pastore, vice president, Brad 
Johnson, treasurer; Jessica Bricker, secretary; 
Alan Gunkel, Michael Towne, Stephen Pas-
tore, Seth Whicker, Lu Ann Garton,members .

Wells County EMS

The Wells County Council on Aging is locat-
ed at 225 W . Water St . in Bluffton . Betsy Collier 
is the executive director . The Council on Aging 
hours of operation are Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. The office phone 
number is (260) 824-1070 and the email address 
is info@councilonaginginc .com

The WCCOA provides transportation servic-
es to the Wells County community, regardless of 
the resident’s age or income status . Public tran-
sit hours of operation are 6 a .m . through 7 p .m . 
Monday through Friday . The name of this service 
is WOW! Wells on Wheels . Please call WOW di-
rectly at 824-4WOW (4969) to schedule a ride or 
to inquire about services .

The WOW! fleet includes 14 vans and all 

the vans are wheelchair lift or ramp-equipped . 
The agency provides transportation to any Wells 
County resident to destinations within a 50-mile 
radius of Bluffton . Transportation to dialysis 
treatments is also available .

Other services provided by the Council on 
Aging includes in-home services such as Home-
maker, Assistance to the Homebound, Telephone 
Reassurance/ Friendly Visitor, Information and 
Referral and Tax Assistance, Case Management, 
the Nutrition Site and Home-Delivered Meals 
are also available to Wells County residents . For 
additional information, please contact the office 
and ask to speak with Susie Ehlerding at 260-
824-1070 .

Bluffton Animal Clinic, Steven A . Bales, 
D .V .M .; Anthony Lahr, D .V .M .; Cody Anspach, 
D .V .M .; Acacia Suhrer, D .V .M .; Jamie McDow-
ell, D .V .M .; Brent Bales, D .V .M .; Rachel Riley, 

D .V .M .; 1890 N . Main St ., Bluffton, 824-0924 .
Honegger Animal Clinic, Erin-Ashley Ricks, 

D .V .M .; 420 N . Jefferson St ., Ossian, 622-4186 . 
honeggervet .com .

Wells on Wheels; Council on Aging

 Locally owned & operated
 Security lighting
 Security video cameras

 Safe & Secure

 Self Storage
 2 Convenient Locations

 A     1
 U-STOR

 2 60-82 4-1846 • 800-747-492 5 2 60-82 4-1846 • 800-747-492 5

 Office at:
 Chalet Real Estate
 1180 N. Main St.
 Bluffton, IN

 Hwy. 124 & 27 
 on 100W

 Monroe, IN

 COMPETITIVE RATES
 www.a1-ustor.com
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Zip codes

The town of Zanesville is in both Wells and 
Allen counties . The Wells County Area Plan 
Commission serves the entire town . Zanesville’s 
elected officials are the three members of the 
Zanesville Town Council and the clerk-treasurer . 

Regular town council meetings were designat-
ed as the third Tuesday evening of each month 
at 6:30 p .m .

The three Town Council members are:
John Schuhmacher, home address 2795 W . 

Rockhill Lane, P .O . Box 352, Zanesville, IN 
46799; phone 260-602-2391 .

Barb O’Connor, home address 2612 W . Wood-
view Drive, P .O . Box 391, Zanesville, IN 46799; 
home phone 260-403-6184 .

Council member Issac Zent, 3090 W . Scott St ., 
Zanesville, IN 46799; phone 260-251-1353 .

The Town Clerk-Treasurer is Tera Bowersock 
(R) . 3250 Scott St ., Zanesville, IN 46799; phone 
260-760-6070 .

The Zanesville Town Hall is at 17736 Wayne 
St . The phone number there is 260-638-0051 .

The Zanesville Sewage is managed by Fort 
Wayne City Utilities . Customer service, ac-
count and billing issues should be directed to 
Fort Wayne Utilities’ Customer Relations De-

partment at 427-1234 . This number operates 
7:30 a .m . to 5:30 p .m ., Monday  through Fri-
day . Questions or problems in the sewer system 
should be reported to Fort Wayne’s One Call to 
City Hall center at 427-8311 . This number can 
be used to report problems 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week . When the center is not staffed, a 
call will be directed to personnel who will re-
spond

Carl Collins is the Zanesville Town Marshal . 
The police non-emergency number is 638-4080 .

Fire protection is by the Southwest Allen 
County Fire Department . The non-emergen-
cy number is 747-2938 .

Electric service is from American Electric 
Power and United REMC . Natural gas service 
is from NIPSCO . Garbage collection is by Na-
tional Serv-All, Earth First Services or Reliable 
Trash Company .

Lions Park on Van Horn Street has a play-
ground, fitness area, ball diamond, pavilion, a 
24/7 free library . The town has an annual fes-
tival, community Easter egg hunt, Halloween 
party, and a Christmas lighting contest and party, 
all sponsored or led by the Lions Club . For in-
formation, call 638-4327 .

INDIANA
Albany  .  .  .  .  .  .47320
Albion  .  .  .  .  .  .46701
Alexandria  .  .  .46001
Andrews .  .  .  .  .46702
Angola  .  .  .  .  .  .46703
Arcola .  .  .  .  .  .  .46704
Ashley  .  .  .  .  .  .46705
Auburn  .  .  .  .  .  .46706
Avilla  .  .  .  .  .  .  .46710
Berne  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 46711
Bippus  .  .  .  .  .  .46713
Bluffton  .  .  .  .  .46714
Brimfield  .  .  .  .46720
Bryant .  .  .  .  .  .  .47326
Butler  .  .  .  .  .  .  .46721
Camby  .  .  .  .  .  . 46113
Churubusco  .  .46723
Columbia City 46725
Corunna  .  .  .  .  .46730
Craigville  .  .  .  .46731
Cromwell  .  .  .  .46732
Decatur .  .  .  .  .  .46733
Dunkirk  .  .  .  .  .47336
Eaton  .  .  .  .  .  .  .47338
Elwood .  .  .  .  .  .46036

Farmland  .  .  .  .47340
Fairmount .  .  .  .46928
Fremont  .  .  .  .  .46737
Garrett  .  .  .  .  .  .46738
Gas City  .  .  .  .  .46933
Gaston  .  .  .  .  .  .47342
Geneva  .  .  .  .  .  .46740
Goshen  .  .  .  .  .  .46526
Grabill  .  .  .  .  .  .46741
Hamilton  .  .  .  .46742
Harlan .  .  .  .  .  .  .46743
Hartford City  .47348
Helmer  .  .  .  .  .  .46747
Hoagland  .  .  .  .46745
Hudson .  .  .  .  .  .46747
Huntertown  .  .46748
Huntington .  .  .46750
Kendallville  .  .46755
Keystone  .  .  .  .46759
Kimmel  .  .  .  .  .46760
La Fontaine  .  .46940
LaGrange  .  .  .  .46761
Lagro  .  .  .  .  .  .  .46941
Laketon  .  .  .  .  .46943
Laotto  .  .  .  .  .  .  .46763
Larwill  .  .  .  .  .  .46764

Leo  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .46765
Liberty Center 46766
Ligonier  .  .  .  .  .46767
Linn Grove .  .  .46769
Lynn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .47355
Markle  .  .  .  .  .  .46770
Milford .  .  .  .  .  .46542
Modoc  .  .  .  .  .  .47358
Monroe .  .  .  .  .  .46772
Monroeville  .  .46773
Montpelier  .  .  .47359
Nappanee  .  .  .  .46550
New Haven  .  .46774
N . Manchester 46962
N Webster  .  .  .46555
Orland  .  .  .  .  .  .46776
Ossian .  .  .  .  .  .  .46777
Parker City .  .  .47368
Pennville  .  .  .  .47369
Petroleum .  .  .  .46778
Pierceton  .  .  .  .46562
Pleasant Mills 46780
Poneto  .  .  .  .  .  .46781
Portland  .  .  .  .  .47371
Preble  .  .  .  .  .  .  .46782
Redkey  .  .  .  .  .  .47373

Roanoke  .  .  .  .  .46783
Rome City  .  .  .46784
Salamonia  .  .  .47381
Shipshewana  .46565
South Whitley 46787
Spencerville  .  .46788
Stroh .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .46789
Uniondale .  .  .  .46791
Upland  .  .  .  .  .  .46968
Warren  .  .  .  .  .  .46792
Warsaw .  .  .  .  .  .46580
Waterloo .  .  .  .  .46793
Wawaka  .  .  .  .  .46794
Winchester  .  .  .47394
Wolflake  .  .  .  .  .46796
Woodburn  .  .  .46797
Yoder  .  .  .  .  .  .  .46798
Zanesville .  .  .  .46799

OHIO
Antwerp  .  .  .  .  .45813
Burkettsville .  .45310
Celina  .  .  .  .  .  .  .45822
Coldwater .  .  .  .45828
Convoy .  .  .  .  .  .45832
Elgin .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .45838
Ft . Recovery .  .45846

Mission Statement: The mission of the 
Wells County Foundation Inc . is to enhance the 
present and future quality of life of the Wells 
County community .

The Wells County Foundation is a public, 
tax-exempt, philanthropic organization which 
responds to merging and ongoing community 

issues by distributing income from funds to lo-
cal students via scholarships and to local not 
for profit organizations via grants.

2024 Grant Cycle Deadlines: Feb . 15, June 
14, Oct . 15

LiGHT Grant Deadline: Sept . 13
Teacher Creativity Grant Deadline: April 1

Town of Zanesville
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County numbers and seats
County numbers, county seats
1 .) Adams County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Decatur
2 .) Allen County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fort Wayne
3 .) Bartholomew County  .  .  .  .  .  . Columbus
4 .) Benton County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fowler
5 .) Blackford County .  .  .  .  .  .  .Hartford City
6 .) Boone County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Lebanon
7 .) Brown County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nashville
8 .) Carroll County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Delphi
9 .) Cass County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Logansport
10 .) Clark County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jeffersonville
11 .) Clay County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Brazil
12 .) Clinton County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Frankfort
13 .) Crawford County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . English
14 .) Daviess County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Washington
15 .) Dearborn County  .  .  .  .  . Lawrenceburg
16 .) Decatur County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Greensburg
17 .) DeKalb County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Auburn
18 .) Delaware County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Muncie

19 .) Dubois County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jasper
20 .) Elkhart County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Goshen
21 .) Fayette County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Connersville
22 .) Floyd County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . New Albany
23 .) Fountain County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Covington
24 .) Franklin County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brookville
25 .) Fulton County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Rochester
26 .) Gibson County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Princeton
27 .) Grant County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Marion
28 .) Greene County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bloomfield
29 .) Hamilton County  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Noblesville
30 .) Hancock County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Greenfield
31 .) Harrison County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Corydon
32 .) Hendricks County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Danville
33 .) Henry County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . New Castle
34 .) Howard County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Kokomo
35 .) Huntington County .  .  .  .  .  . Huntington
36 .) Jackson County  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brownstown
37 .) Jasper County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rensselaer
38 .) Jay County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Portland
39 .) Jefferson County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Madison
40 .) Jennings County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Vernon
41 .) Johnson County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Franklin
42 .) Knox County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Vincennes
43 .) Kosciusko County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Warsaw
44 .) LaGrange Count .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .LaGrange
45 .) Lake County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Crown Point
46 .) LaPorte County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . LaPorte
47 .) Lawrence County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bedford
48 .) Madison County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Anderson
49 .) Marion County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Indianapolis
50 .) Marshall County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Plymouth
51 .) Martin County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Shoals
52 .) Miami County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Peru
53 .) Monroe County  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bloomington
54 .) Montgomery County  .  .Crawfordsville
55 .) Morgan County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Martinsville
56 .) Newton County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Kentland
57 .) Noble County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Albion
58 .) Ohio County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Rising Sun
59 .) Orange County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Paoli
60 .) Owen County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Spencer
61 .) Parke County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Rockville
62 .) Perry County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tell City
63 .) Pike County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Petersburg
64 .) Porter County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Valparaiso
65 .) Posey County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mount Vernon
66 .) Pulaski County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Winamac
67 .) Putnam County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Greencastle
68 .) Randolph County  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Winchester
69 .) Ripley County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Versailles
70 .) Rush County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rushville
71 .) St . Joseph County .  .  .  .  .  .  . South Bend
72 .) Scott County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Scottsburg
73 .) Shelby County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Shelbyville

Grover Hill .  .  .45849
Maria Stein .  .  .45860
Mendon  .  .  .  .  .45862
Middle Point  .45863
Montezuma  .  . 45866 

New Bremen  .  .  .  .45869

Ohio City  .  .  .  .45874
Paulding  .  .  .  .  .45879
Payne  .  .  .  .  .  .  .45880
Rockford  .  .  .  .45882
Saint Henry  .  .45883
Saint Marys  .  .45885

Scott   .  .  .  .  .  .  .45886
Van Wert .  .  .  .  .45891
Venedocia .  .  .  .45894
Wapakoneta  .  .45895
Willshire .  .  .  .  .45898
Wren .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .45899

For Other Zip Codes, 
call your local 

Post Office 

Zip codes

Adjustable 
Beds!
and More!!!

Li�  Chairs

915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton
260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com
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74 .) Spencer County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rockport
75 .) Starke County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Knox
76 .) Steuben County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Angola
77 .) Sullivan County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sullivan
78 .) Switzerland County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Vevay
79 .) Tippecanoe County  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lafayette
80 .) Tipton County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tipton
81 .) Union County .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Liberty
82 .) Vanderburgh County  .  .  .  .  . Evansville
83 .) Vermillion County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Newport

84 .) Vigo County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Terre Haute
85 .) Wabash County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Wabash
86 .) Warren County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Williamsport
87 .) Warrick County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Boonville
88 .) Washington County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Salem
89 .) Wayne County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Richmond
90 .) Wells County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bluffton
91 .) White County  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Monticello
92 .) Whitley County  .  .  .  .  .  .Columbia City

Wells County snapshots
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