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BHMS celebrates career 
exploration classroom

By HOLLY GASKILL
Bluffton-Harrison Middle School hosted 

a ribbon-cutting celebration for its new EEE 
Exploration Center on Wednesday. 

The classroom was designed to provide 
hands-on experiences in possible career 
pathways for seventh and eighth grade stu-
dents. Specifically, there are three stations 
connected with programs available at Bluff-
ton High School — culinary, welding and 
electrical. The renovation project, including 
its various interactive technology, was made 
possible by a $200,000 grant from the Don 
Wood Foundation. 

Lizette Downey, marketing manager for 
the Don Wood Foundation, described her 
excitement for the new venture’s investment 
in younger students.

“Programs like this, classes like this, 
hopefully, will make it OK for you to 
decide, ‘Maybe a four-year degree is not my 
thing, maybe another path is,’ but also, we 
need engineers, we need all kinds of other 
educated people as well,” Downey told a 
seventh grade class on Wednesday. “Don 
Wood would be so proud of this space and 
the great work you’re doing here at Bluff-
ton-Harrison Middle School and carrying 
that up into the high school.” 

Assistant Superintendent Julie Meitzler, 
working alongside Area 18 CTE Director 
Brittany Kloer, spearheaded the project in 
the middle school.

“The EEE Exploration Center is a cul-
mination of collaboration to meet the needs 

of our middle school students,” Meit-
zler added in a press release. “When we 
talked to our students last year about what 
they wanted more of at the middle school 
level, they said PCC (Preparing for Col-
lege and Careers). With that information, 
we expanded to include our seventh grade 
students and are continually working to 
make this a hands-on learning experience 
to allow students the opportunity to explore 
the possibilities.”

Krista Baxter joined the district to 
teach the college and careers class. Pre-
viously teaching science, Baxter com-
pared the interactive components of the 
classroom to a lab. Instead of experiment-
ing to calculate or record data, however, 
the students are experimenting to learn 
more about themselves and their possible 
career pathways.

“They get to enjoy things and try it out 
— that’s the fun part,” Baxter said. “It’s less 
pressure, and there’s no danger to any of the 
equipment we’re using.”

For seventh grader Anna Hartman, the 
interactive elements of the classroom have 
made all the difference. 

“I feel like I didn’t expect (the job possi-
bilities) to be as interesting,” Hartman said. 
“When you learn about it, you can kind of 
connect with some of the ones you know 
you want to do.”

“It’s almost like it just clicks,” added 
Charlie Shantz. 

Above, Bluffton-Harrison 
seventh grade students 
Charlie Schantz and Dea-
con Yates demonstrate how 
to use the virtual welder to 
the classroom’s visitors dur-
ing the ribbon cutting on 
Wednesday. The machine 
has a physical components 
that mimic a torch and welded 
materials, which are then 
shown in an animated form 
on an adjacent screen. At left, 
Lizette Downey, representing 
the Don Wood Foundation,  
shares her excitement for 
the school. (Photos by Holly 
Gaskill)(Continued on Page 2)

Reading bill clears House 
Chamber; controversial 
tenure bill also approved

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Lawmakers voted Tuesday to 
approve two contentious education bills 
— one would require school corpora-
tions to retain students who fail to pass 
the IREAD exam and another would 
push colleges and universities to include 
more conservative instruction. 

The reading overhaul in Senate Bill 1 
now moves back to its original chamber 
where senators must approve changes 
made by the House before it can head 
for the governor’s desk.

Under the bill, schools must first test 
students in second grade — a year ear-
lier than current statute — and offer tar-
geted support to struggling students. If 
a student fails three times they must be 
held back with limited exceptions. 

“The future is bleak for students who 
are not proficient in literacy,” said GOP 
Rep. Jake Teshka, the bill’s sponsor. “It’s 
really about earlier intervention and giv-
ing student’s every possible chance to 
read by third grade.”

Various Democrats spoke against the 
retention mandate, even calling it a “poi-
son pill” in a bill with “good intentions.”

Several attempts to weaken the reten-
tion mandate failed on Monday, as bill 
sponsors repeated the assurance that 
retention was “the last resort.” Rep. Ver-
non Smith, D-Gary, also noted that the 
body hadn’t given adequate time to ana-
lyze the impact of the science of reading, 
a literacy initiative passed by the Gen-
eral Assembly last year.

According to the latest reading 
scores, one in five Hoosier students 
struggle to read. Even as 13,840 third-
graders failed the test, just 412 were 
retained. Roughly one-third, or 5,503 
students, received an exemption.

The law provides for exemptions, 
including those for special education 
and English learner students.

Others pointed out what they called 
a hypocrisy in the General Assembly 
for not funding universal pre-kindergar-
ten education, which repeated studies 

(Continued on Page 2)

Senate approves child care 
proposal, House punts on 
health care merger oversight

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Senate Republicans on Monday pushed 
the legislature’s latest effort to improve 
child care access for Hoosier families closer 
to the finish line. But Democrats say the bill 
loosens regulations for providers and could 
put children at risk.

The House, meanwhile, withdrew cost-
controlling legislation increasing oversight 
of health industry mergers and acquisitions. 
Committees additionally advanced bills 
limiting land ownership by certain “foreign 
adversaries” and protecting election workers 
from threats and injury.

Child care shortage
Sen. Greg Walker, R-Columbus, said 

Hoosier families are spending nearly a quar-
ter of their incomes on child care. It should 
take up no more than 10% to be considered 
affordable, according to federal guidelines.

House Bill 1102‘s provisions, he said, 
“are necessary if we’re to begin to address 
the problem of such a shortfall of seats that 
we have.”

Under the bill, unlicensed home provid-
ers would be able to care for up to seven 
children — an increase from the previous 
limit of five children. The limit doesn’t 

include children related to the provider.
That’s above the National Association for 

the Education of Young Children’s recom-
mended caregiver-to-child ratios: one adult 
for four infants under a year old, and one 
adult for six toddlers between one and three 
years old.

Other child care centers would see 
license renewals every three years instead 
of every two years. Programs operating out 
of a private or public school would also be 
exempt from licensure, so long as they com-
ply with health and safety regulations. 

Democrats have opposed the bill, arguing 
that it focuses on deregulation over invest-
ment.

Sen. J.D. Ford, D-Indianapolis, said law-
makers should have boosted pay for child 
care workers or increased eligibility for 
child care vouchers instead of relaxing care-
giver-to-child ratios. He also advocated for 
greater security measures at home child care 
settings, like background checks for other 
adults in the home.

“Without proper and reasonable over-
sight to ensure the safety of children, we 
can unwillingly be allowing opportunities 
for child predators, sex abusers (and) violent 

(Continued on Page 2)

By LISA MASCARO 
and KEVIN FREKING 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con-

gressional leaders announced 
Wednesday they have reached a 
tentative agreement to prevent a 
government shutdown for now, 
days before an end-of-the-week 
deadline that risked shuttering 
some federal operations.

Under the new plan, Congress 
would temporarily fund one set of 
federal agencies through March 8 
and another set through March 22. 

In the meantime, Congress will try 
to draft and pass packages of legis-
lation to fund the government for 
the remainder of the budget year.

But there was no immediate 
plan to approve the $95 billion 
emergency national security funds 
for Ukraine, Israel and other allies.

“We are in agreement that 
Congress must work in a bipar-
tisan manner to fund our gov-
ernment,” said the joint state-
ment from House Speaker Mike 
Johnson, Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, Senate Repub-

lican Leader Mitch McConnell 
and House Democratic Leader 
Hakeem Jeffries, along with the 
Appropriation Committee leaders.

Johnson said the House would 
vote Thursday to approve the tem-
porary funds — ahead of Friday’s 
deadline, when some federal mon-
ies run out. The Senate would be 
expected to vote next.

The deal comes together as 
negotiators in Congress have been 
working furiously to finish up a 
federal spending plan and Wash-
ington joined Ukraine and other 

American allies around the world 
in watching and waiting for John-
son’s next move.

The new Republican leader is 
facing the test of his career trying 
to keep the U.S. government open 
by Friday’s midnight deadline for 
several federal departments. At the 
same time, emergency funding for 
Ukraine, Israel and Indo-Pacific 
allies remains stubbornly stalled. 
President Joe Biden convened 
leaders Tuesday in hopes of push-
ing them toward a deal.

“As the President and Congres-

sional Leaders made clear at yes-
terday’s meeting, we cannot allow 
a government shutdown,” White 
House press secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre said in a statement. She said 
the agreement reached would help 
prevent a “needless” federal shut-
down.

Congress is in what has become 
a familiar cycle of threatened shut-
downs and disruptions as hard-
right Republicans in Johnson’s 
majority strive for steeper spend-
ing reductions than Democrats and 

Congressional leaders reach a tentative deal to avoid shutdown

(Continued on Page 2)
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Weather
Thursday, February 29, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:49 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 62; Low: 23; Precipitation: Trace of snow, .06 

inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.28  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Sunny, with a high near 41. West wind around 10 

mph. 
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 27. South wind 

around 10 mph. 
Friday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 47. South wind 

around 10 mph. 
Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 37. 

South wind around 10 mph. 
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 57.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 44.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 66.
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 53.
Monday: A 40% chance of rain, mainly after 1 p.m. 

Partly sunny, with a high near 68. Breezy. 
Monday Night: Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 37. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Family Owned & Operated!

By Appointment:
Tues - Wed - Thurs

Showroom Open:
Fri & Sat 11am - 4pm

7824 Bluffton Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN

Amy & Tracy Houtz  
260-227-2145

We treat our customers the way we want to be treated!

MARCH 2 - 9 a.m. - Consignment auction. 6632 N. 500 W., 
Decatur, IN. Personal property: Furniture, antiques, jewelry, 
household, holiday decor, knife decor, collectibles, die cast, 
Scooby Doo, Betty Boop, books, vintage clothing, and more. 
Preview March 1, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wiegmann Auctioneers, 260-447-
4311, wiegmannauctioneers.com.
BIDDING ENDS MARCH 3 - (Online Only Auction) - The 
Estate of Alan Johnson, seller. 2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
Limited w/3,600 miles, (2) Vintage Triumph motorcycles, modern 
furniture, antiques, beer signs, model ships, quality tools, Sch-
winn Airdyne exercise bike, household, 2017 Grasshopper zero 
turn mower, 2018 Sure-Trac enclosed trailer. Preview: Feb. 29 
from 4 p.m.-6 p.m., 3651 E. 1000 N., Ossian. Sale manager, 
Brandon Steffen, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.
steffengrp.com.
BIDDING ENDS MARCH 5 - (Online Only Auction) - The 
Estate of Alan Johnson, seller. Northern Wells, 3 bedroom 
ranch home on 1/2 acre with 2,384 square feet and 1 full bath-
room. Preview: Feb. 29 from 4 p.m.-6 p.m., 3651 E. 1000 N., 
Ossian. Sale manager, Brandon Steffen, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING MARCH 14 - 10 a.m. EST - Cle-
mens and Carol Burger, owners. Ken-Bar Tool & Engineering 
Company liquidation! Over 300 lots. 2016 GMC Sierra, 2005 
Chevrolet 3500 cargo van, 2008 Mercury Grand Marquis, CNC 
machines, mills, lathes, ladders, grinders, saws, tooling, tools, 
more! Preview March 11, 10 a.m.-noon, 3121 S. Walnut St., Mun-
cie, call for information. Pickup March 18 and 19, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 
large items can be picked up by appointment only up to 10 days. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.

Shantz, Hartman and 
Deacon Yates shared that 
the class has helped them 
shape a better idea of what 
they might want to do 
someday, as well as what 
classes they might take in 
high school to get them 
ready. Hartman would like 
to be a veterinarian, Shantz 
an aerospace engineer and 
Yates a robotics engineer.

Superintendent Brad 
Yates concluded, “It was 
referred to by the other 
speakers that we had today 
that we had the opportunity 

to align visions with foun-
dations, with local busi-
ness and with schools, and 
(because of that), really 
incredibly things can hap-
pen. As our students in 
the room, you’re going to 
be the direct result of the 
incredible things that are 
going to happen in this 
classroom with Mrs. Bax-
ter. We’re really excited 
about that opportunity 
for you, not only for this 
school year but for school 
years to come.”

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Seventh grade students were invited to join Bluffton-Harrison Superintendent Brad Yates (at left) and Area 18 CTE Director Brit-
tany Kloer (at right) in cutting the ribbon, ceremoniously opening the classroom. Below, Yates speaks about the endeavor prior to 
the ribbon cutting. (Photo by Holly Gaskill) 

demonstrate is pivotal to a 
child’s ability to learn and 
read. 

Rep. Renee Pack, a Dem-
ocrat from Indianapolis, said 
she worked for a decade as 
a reading intervention spe-
cialist for Wayne Township 
schools. She said children 
who might fail IREAD need 
“a second look,” especially 
children living in poverty or 
homelessness.

“This body is against 
adequate funding for pre-
kindergarten where a child 
could get the head start that 
they critically need,” Pack 
said. “Would you all please, 
please, please consider that 
as an option so that we can 
truly walk the walk and talk 
the talk when it comes to 
taking care of our kids and 
making sure that they can 
read proficiently.”

Three  Republ icans 
joined the Democratic cau-
cus and voted against the 
bill, which passed on a 
69-27 vote: Rep. Ed Clere, 
R-New Albany; Rep. Randy 
Lyness, R-West Harrison; 
and Rep. J.D. Prescott, 
R-Union City. 
Higher education targeted

The House also approved 
a bill aimed at pushing col-
leges toward “intellectual 
diversity.”

Its author based the 
bills on surveys that found 

conservative students feel 
uncomfortable in college 
classes. The legislation was 
amended meaning the Sen-
ate will also need to approve 
those changes. 

Several  Democrats , 
many of whom have out-
side employment with the 
state’s universities, lam-
basted Senate Bill 202 for 
having a “chilling effect” 
on faculty and microman-
aging higher education 
institutions.

“SB 202 makes the 
accusation that our uni-
versities can’t be trusted 
to govern themselves,” 
said Democrat Rep. Sue 
Errington, who moved to 
Muncie in the 1970s so 
she and her husband could 
work as professors at Ball 
State University. 

“I trust our world-class 
universities; I trust our edu-
cators. I do not trust that this 
bill will do anything but dis-
suade potential students and 
teachers from coming to our 
state universities,” Errington 
continued. 

Several decried the infu-
sion of a professor’s poten-
tial politics into tenure deci-
sions, specifically. 

Two Republicans joined 
Democrats in a vote against 
the bill: Reps. Ed Clere, of 
New Albany, and Dave Hall, 
of Norman. It advanced on a 
67-30 vote.

(Continued from Page 1)

Reading bill

Child care proposal
felons to be in a home with 
children – without their par-
ents’ knowledge,” Ford said. 
“Parents deserve to know 
their children are safe.”

Senators approved the 
bill on a 40-9 vote, along 
party lines.

The House must consent 
to changes made in the Sen-
ate to send the legislation to 
Gov. Eric Holcomb. Other-
wise, they’ll negotiate a final 
draft in a specialized confer-
ence committee.

Merger notification bill 
withdrawn – for now?
Rep. Donna Schaibley 

pulled back a bill that would 
have required health care 
entities making an acquisi-
tion valued at $10 million or 
more report such a purchase 
with the attorney general’s 
office, which would conduct 
an antitrust review. 

The Carmel Republican 
introduced the bill, which 
has faced little opposition 
from lawmakers in the legis-
lative process until now, but 
later withdrew it from con-
sideration after bipartisan 
pushback.

More than two dozen 
other states already require 
such a report, 13 of which 
also stipulate that the office 
must approve the acquisi-
tion. Indiana didn’t include 
the latter — which concerned 
members of both parties.

Schaibley said the bill’s 
contents came from an inter-
im committee, where national 
experts testified that Indiana’s 
consolidated health care mar-
ket increased prices. When 
Senate Bill 9 went through 
the committee process, stake-
holders acknowledged that 
the bill would have been 
more effective decades ago, 
before Indiana’s health care 
monopolies emerged. 

Rep. Ryan Hatfield, 
D-Evansville, criticized the 
standalone bill for being 
“cherry-picked” out of a 
comprehensive set of recom-
mendations and said it would 
require private businesses to 

hand over sensitive informa-
tion to the attorney general.

“If this had been part of 
a comprehensive overview, 
perhaps this could be some-
thing we could stomach,” 
Hatfield said. 

Republican Rep. Peggy 
Mayfield, of Martinsville, 
expressed reservations with 
the bill’s impact.

“I appreciate the years 
— literally years — of work 
Rep. Schaibley has been 
putting into these transpar-
ency bills. … I’m not so 
sure that the way the bill is 
currently worded actually 
gets to the point that she’s 
trying to make,” Mayfield 
said. “I am cautious about 
voting for a bill that in my 
view is vague enough that 
I don’t know if it addresses 
the issues.”

When asked whether she 
thought the bill could move 
before deadlines later this 
week, Schaibley said she 
“hope(s) so.”

The deadline to move the 
bill out of the House is Mon-
day.

Committee moves land 
ownership limits over 
enforcement concerns
Legislation banning citi-

zens and companies from 
six “foreign adversary” 
countries from owning or 
leasing certain plots of land 
got a mixed reception in a 
Senate Agriculture Commit-
tee on Monday, but passed 
unanimously. 

“We don’t want some 
little glitch to hold the bill 
up because we’ve got a lot 
bigger fish to fry,” said Sen. 
Jean Leising, R-Oldenburg, 
who chairs the panel. 

She pledged to “try and 
get that language right.”

House Bill 1183 bars 
entities affiliated with China, 
Cuba, Iran, North Korea, 
Russia and Venezuela from 
acquiring or leasing agricul-
tural land — and mineral, 
riparian and water rights.

A substantive amendment 
taken Monday exempts 
renewals for leases made 

before July 1, 2024 from the 
ban, as long as the acreage 
doesn’t change. That edit 
was made to accommodate 
Syngenta, a Switzerland-
based agrichemical compa-
ny acquired by ChemChina 
in 2017.

The bill was also amend-
ed to prohibit such foreign 
adversaries from owning or 
leasing land within 50 miles 
of a military installation, and 
10 miles from an Indiana 
National Guard armory or 
maintenance facility.

Residential property was 
excluded, Leising said, to 
allow people like foreign 
university students to rent 
apartments.

The legislation addition-
ally requires entities buy-
ing land to sign affidavits 
affirming that they’re not 
banned from making the 
purchase.

Attorney General Todd 
Rokita’s office would be 
tasked with investigating 
suspect transactions. Land 
purchased in contravention 
of the law would be put in 
receivership and divested.

Rep. Kendell Culp, 
R-Rensselaer, emphasized 
that while Canada is by far 
the largest foreign owner of 
farmland in the United States, 
Chinese interests — and the 
amount of nationwide acre-
age acquired — are “growing 
at an alarming rate.”

He feared that control 
could risk the state’s food 
security, and the country’s 
national security.

The legislation would 
therefore cover much of the 
state, according to a map 
distributed to committee 
members and viewed by the 
Capital Chronicle.

But some had concerns.
Maggie McShane, of 

the Indiana Realtors Asso-
ciation, said she supported 
the changes but still feared 
real estate professionals 
would be on the front lines 
of enforcing the legislation. 
She said such professionals 
are barred from even ask-

ing a buyer’s nationality, 
in accordance with nondis-
crimination laws.

Chris Daley, execu-
tive director of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union 
of Indiana, said the bill 
punished people escaping 
“oppressive regimes” and 
noted that it takes years to 
become a U.S. citizen.

“Because this bill is so 
incredibly broad, you are 
telling (those people) they 
are no longer welcome here, 
except for as employees of 
someone else,” Daley said. 
“They cannot participate as 
owners of businesses if that 
includes renting or owning 
the storefront.”

He added that litigation 
had put enforcement of a 
similar Florida bill on hold.

Protecting 
election workers

Members of the House 
Courts and Criminal Code 
committee advanced a bill 
that will provide support to 
election workers as the num-
ber of willing volunteers 
dwindles. 

“Not only has it become 
increasingly and exponen-
tially more difficult for Indi-
ana’s clerks to recruit and 
retain new poll workers, but 
our current and experienced 
poll workers are expressing 
concern for their personal 
safety and well-being at a 
time when clerks are prepar-
ing for what is likely to be 
history’s biggest election to 
date,” said Nicole Browne, 
Monroe County’s clerk.

Browne also serves as the 
president of the Association 
of County Clerks and chairs 
the Association of Indiana 
Counties’ legislative com-
mittee. 

Senate Bill 170 would 
make it a Level 6 felony to 
threaten, injure or interfere 
with an election worker doing 
their duties. The bill would 
take effect immediately, rath-
er than the traditional July 1 
start, meaning it would be in 
place in time for the May pri-
mary elections this year.

(Continued from Page 1)

Congressional leaders
even some other Republicans are will-
ing to accept. This would be the fourth 
short-term funding extension in about 
five months.

While Johnson, R-La., inherit-
ed a difficult dynamic, it was only 
compounded after his majority 
shrunk further when Democrat Tom 
Suozzi of New York was sworn in 
Wednesday to boisterous applause 
from Democrats and visitors in the 
galleries following the special elec-
tion to replace ousted GOP Rep. 
George Santos. The House is split 
213-219, leaving Johnson no room 
for dissent.

Congressional leaders said they 
reached an agreement on six bills that 
will adhere to spending levels previ-
ously agreed to last year.

Those bills involve Veterans Affairs 
and the departments of Agriculture, 
Transportation, Interior and others and 
will be voted on and enacted before 
March 8.

The remaining six bills for the 
Pentagon, Homeland Security, Health 
and Human Services and the State 
Department still need to be finalized, 
voted on and enacted before March 
22.

Leaders said a short-term extension 
would be voted on this week so that 

funding would continue for agencies 
while lawmakers worked on the two 
packages. Lawmakers would be given 
72 hours to review the broader legis-
lative packages, as is expected under 
House rules.

If the deal and the subsequent bills 
are approved, it would keep the fed-
eral government funded until the end 
of the budget year, on Sept. 30, and 
avoid more short-term measures.

Top military officials said at a Pen-
tagon briefing that the delay in passing 
a 2024 budget has affected the military 
as it has responded to crises over the 
past several months without additional 
new money to do so.

(Continued from Page 1)



By LESLIE 
BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
House Republicans on 

Tuesday weakened their 
Senate counterparts’ latest 
attempt to limit the gover-
nor’s emergency powers 
following a slew of pandem-
ic-era executive orders by 
Republican Gov. Eric Hol-
comb.

Rep. Matt Lehman, 
R-Berne, who sponsored 
Senate Bill 234, said it 
established “parameters” 
for the state’s next gover-
nor. Holcomb is term-lim-
ited, and a packed slate of 
candidates is competing to 
replace him.

“I think the time is 
right, with the new gov-
ernor coming in, to know 
where the parameters are,” 
Lehman told the Public 
Health Committee. “If I’m 
going to be the governor, 

I’m going to ask my staff 
how far I can go in every 
division within the state. 
I think we need to set that 
parameter now.”

The Senate version of 
the legislation would’ve 
removed a Hoosier gov-
ernor’s ability to extend a 
state of disaster emergency 
after 30 days. It included 
an exception: one 30-day 
renewal for the exclusive 
purpose of receiving federal 

relief funds. And it applied 
to all disaster declarations, 
not just statewide.

Lehman brought chang-
es Tuesday allowing the 
governor to make statewide 
disaster emergency decla-
rations lasting 30 days with 
one 30-day renewal. There 
is no tie to funding. The 
General Assembly would 
have to convene to contin-
ue any statewide declara-
tion.
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Police Notebook

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
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INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 2:04 p.m., 300 

block of South Midway 
Street. Caller reported semi 
truck drove through yard.

Tuesday, 8:16 p.m., Ind. 
124 and 800 East. Officer 
gave courtesy transport to 
police department to wait for 
daughter.

Wednesday, 9:30 a.m., 
500 block of West Miller 
Street. Report of a theft of a 
bicycle.

County:
Tuesday, 3:49 p.m., Fam-

ily Ford. Caller request-
ed deputy for paperwork 
regarding inher i tance 
encroachment.

Tuesday, 4:23 p.m., 
500 block of East Dust-
man Road. Protection order 
served to Ian Adams.

Tuesday, 4:40 p.m., 5500 
West 700 North, Markle. 
Protection order served to 
Anthony Grieb.

Tuesday, 7:45 p.m., 5400 
West 600 North, Markle. 
Report of threatening via 

phone due to domestic 
issues.

Tuesday, 10:22 p.m., 
West 900 North and North 
200 West, Markle. Driver 
crashed vehicle, admitted to 
drinking before driving. PBT 
was .228.

Wednesday, 12:49 a.m., 
1700 East 350 South, Bluff-
ton. Officers responded to a 
report of an automated crash 
activation with no response 
on call back. Upon arrival, 
an ATV was seen in a field. 
Mutliple subjects acquired 
non life-threatening injuries. 
Alcohol was involved with 
passengers and drivers.

Wednesday, 8:50 a.m., 
Ind. 124 and South 400 
West, Liberty Center. Driv-
er cited for speeding and 
warned for no vehicle regis-
tration.

Wednesday, 11:24 a.m., 
Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to Trita Lampre-
cht who reportedly did not 
acknowledge officers pres-
ence or communicate during 
the process.

Ossian:
Tuesday, 3:13 p.m., North 

100 East and 900 North, 
Ossian. Driver cited for 
speeding 65 in a 45 mph 
zone.

ARRESTS
Kaytlyn Marie Fayth 

Koch, 24, Fort Wayne; 
resisting law enforcement, a 
Level 6 felony, and driving 
while suspended, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$6,500.

Jami A. Gilbert, 35, 
Ossian; operating with an 
ACE of .15 or more, a Class 
A misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,500.

Shawn A. King, 47, 
Bluffton; two counts of oper-
ating a vehicle while intoxi-
cated, both Class C misde-
meanors. Bond set at $500.

Cooper Andrik King, 21, 
Bluffton; operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated, a Class C 
misdemeanor, and operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated 
— endangerment, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,500.

House members place 
transparency requirements on 
FSSA following Medicaid snafu

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A bill dealing with state fiscal mat-
ters attracted a bevy of amendments in the 
House Ways and Means Committee Tues-
day, ranging from a tax exemption for femi-
nine hygiene products to enhanced reporting 
on Medicaid spending.

The Republican supermajority addition-
ally beat back several Democratic amend-
ments on attendant care, a program used by 
over 1,600 families with disabled children 
that will be curtailed following a $1 billion 
Medicaid shortfall. 

The bulk of Tuesday’s discussion 
revolved around the Family and Social Ser-
vices Administration’s oversight of atten-
dant care. As costs surged under the pro-
gram, which had no hourly caps nor federal 
approval, the agency decided to transition 
those families to Structured Family Caregiv-
ing and make up some of $1 billion deficit. 
Families decried the move, which would 
transition them from an hourly rate to a 
lower per diem.

Committee Chair Rep. Jeff Thompson 
said work was ongoing and discussed pos-
sible second reading amendments address-
ing attendant care.

“I don’t want to make any promises. 
I think there will be a motion on second 
reading but for me to say, ‘This will be in,’ 
or ‘This will not be in’ — I can’t do that,” 
Thompson, R-Lizton, said. “But I’m trying 
to find a spot to land with the Senate in dis-
cussions.”

Second reading amendments must be 
adopted by Thursday, the deadline for such 
maneuvers, when a bill is heard before the 
entire House Chamber.

Medicaid oversight
Thompson introduced an amendment 

that would place additional reporting 
requirements on the Family and Social Ser-
vices Administration, the agency respon-
sible for administering Medicaid.

FSSA must make two reports to the 
State Budget Committee annually, one 
in either April or May — depending on 
whether it’s a budget-writing year or not 
— and another in December, under the 
proposal. The agency’s secretary, cur-
rently Dr. Dan Rusyniak, must present a 
“detailed plan for monitoring expenses” 
under Medicaid, including managed care 
and waiver programs, improving transpar-
ency on Medicaid expenditures and how 
they will share Medicaid data with legisla-
tors along with traditional forecasts.

Lastly, the agency presentation must 
include an analysis of the feasibility of a 
Medicaid dashboard that includes monthly 
reports on expenditures and enrollments.

“We know, obviously, there were some 
surprises that occurred last summer,” said 
Thompson. “… In my view, it’s a transpar-
ency amendment.”

While the amendment had the full sup-
port of the committee, enrollment and 
the growth of expenses continued to be a 
concern for legislators — foreshadowing 
difficult conversations when lawmakers 
convene next year for a budget-writing 
session.

“It’s not just a forecast issue, it’s a policy 
issue where we may agree or disagree. But 
that’s the broader issue to me,” said Rep. 
Jack Jordan, R-Bremen. “I like the transpar-
ency in the forecast but we have a policy 
issue that I’m assuming we’ll deal with and 
wrestle with maybe not this session but next 
session.”

Attendant Care under the microscope
An amendment offered by Indianapolis 

Rep. Greg Porter, a Democrat, sparked vig-
orous debate about attendant care, which 
will still be used by elderly and adult Hoo-
siers. Porter pushed for a one-year pause in 
the transition of 1,622 pediatric beneficia-
ries from attendant care to Structured Fam-
ily Caregiving — a move that Thompson 
said “part of (him) likes” but he worried 
about the state’s compliance with the federal 
waiver. 

“The other thing is — we have to 
change the structure. And how that should 
be changed, that we can debate about,” 
Thompson said. “But the costs right now 
and what’s happening in terms of exces-

sive costs that some of the providers, in 
my opinion, are receiving — that has to be 
addressed.”

In particular, Thompson said there were 
some cases where payments exceeded those 
sent to nursing homes, traditionally the most 
expensive form of intensive care. 

“I’m not saying that’s all bad, maybe it’s 
a good thing,” Thompson said. “But there 
is, in some cases, a lot of money being paid 
and the service that’s needed isn’t that great 
… I’m not so sure the dollars are being put 
in the right spot.”

Indianapolis Democrat Rep. Ed DeL-
aney introduced a separate amendment 
targeting monies to intermediaries, or 
providers, noting that FSSA said last 
week it didn’t have transparency on funds 
paid to families. The agency said it paid 
providers $34.36 per hour, anticipating 
that families would get 60% and provid-
ers would keep the rest for administra-
tive fees. Instead, families have indicated 
that they receive roughly $15 per hour, or 
44% of the funds.

“What I’ve learned, to my utter amaze-
ment, is that FSSA does not know if they 
send $150 bucks to a home for attendant 
care (FSSA) does not know what percentage 
actually goes to the family and what per-
centage goes to the intermediary,” DeLaney 
said. “I find that stunning.”

DeLaney’s amendment would have 
included other programs administered by 
FSSA. While attendant care has received 
most of the attention, FSSA has enacted 
several changes in response to the Medic-
aid shortfall, including a pause on index-
ing reimbursement rates and halting a 
practice of automatically approving certain 
claims.

DeLaney opted to withdraw his amend-
ment, with the intention of reintroducing the 
language on the floor, while Porter’s failed 
on a party-line vote.

Federal compliance, families in limbo
Being out of compliance with federal 

guidelines could be costly for the state 
should the federal government penalize 
Indiana for spending Medicaid dollars — 
of which roughly two-thirds is paid by the 
federal government — on an unapproved 
program. While using attendant care dol-
lars to pay families of disabled children is an 
acceptable use, Indiana is not approved for 
it.

Rep. Ed Clere, R-New Albany, flagged 
concerns about adopting Porter’s amend-
ment, in particular, which would have 
extended the unapproved program for 
another year.

“If we were to adopt this amendment, 
I think it could actually dig our Medicaid 
hole even deeper and endanger other vulner-
able Hoosiers who may see their services 
reduced because we would have to come 
up with this money,” Clere said. “I think it 
could lead to other unpredictable and unfor-
tunate cuts in Medicaid.”

But Indianapolis’ Democrat Reps. Cher-
rish Pryor and DeLaney pointed to the 
families, who would transition to Structured 
Family Caregiving by July 1 of this year. 

“I’m bothered by the notion that we 
don’t quite know what’s going to happen to 
them,” DeLaney said.

Clere said that his discussions with stake-
holders had convinced him that “many, if 
not most” families currently receiving pay-
ments under the attendant care system “will 
be served better under Structured Family 
Caregiving.”

“My concern is there is a segment of 
families for which Structured Family Care-
giving may not be adequate. And those are 
the folks we risk leaving behind if we don’t 
do something here in the legislature before 
sine die,” Clere said, using the legislative 
term for the adjourning session. 

He noted that the state doesn’t have 
enough providers to cover the needs of fam-
ilies, especially in rural areas. 

The committee cleared the underlying 
bill, now with several amendments, to the 
House Chamber unanimously. Even if the 
measure passes the House, senators must 
also accept the changes before it can move 
to the governor’s desk to be signed into 
law.

House panel weakens bill limiting 
governor’s executive powers

By MARK MILLER
Hillsdale College president Dr. Larry 

Arnn has endorsed the candidacy of Wells 
County native Grant Bucher in Bucher’s 
quest to become the Republican nominee 
for the open 3rd Congressional District.

Arnn, along with Hillsdale College, has 
been one of the foremost conservative voic-
es in the nation. 

“Grant Bucher has helped his company 
build structures here at Hillsdale for many 
years,” Arnn said in a statement released 
by Bucher. “I have watched him work and 
admired him. I have talked with him many 
times and found him principled, intelligent, 
and full of goodwill. He will be a fine con-
gressman. I endorse him heartily.”

Bucher, who now resides with his family 
in Steuben County, is one of six Republican 
candidates in the May 6 primary to replace 
Jim Banks, who is running to represent Indi-
ana in the U.S. Senate.

“Dr. Arnn and I had the opportunity to 
interact a number of times before I shared 
with him that I was running for Congress,” 
Bucher said. “If you have talked with Dr 
Arnn, you know his response to news like 
that is going to be honest and straightfor-
ward. To my delight, he commended my 
character and provided his endorsement.”

Arnn produces a 
monthly commentary on political and cul-
tural issues that receive wide recognition. 
His op-eds have appeared in national publi-
cations such as the Wall Street Journal.

Hillsdale College has long prevented any 
government interference or influence by 
refusing to accept any government money, 
including federal grants and loans for stu-
dents.

“The reason Dr. Arnn inspires me is that 
he is not hesitant to speak truth,” Bucher 
continued. “Moreover, he challenges all 
who interact with him, whether one-on-one 
or in a crowd, to seek truth.”

miller@news-banner.com

Bucher gets support from Hillsdale 
president in Congressional race

Dr. Larry ArnnGrant Bucher
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By The Associated Press
Today is Thursday, Feb. 

29, the 60th day of 2024. 
There are 306 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On February 29, 1940, 
Hattie McDaniel became 
the first Black actor to win 
an Academy Award when 
she took best supporting 
actress for “Gone With the 
Wind,” which won eight 
Oscars overall including 
best picture.

On this date:
In 1504, Christopher 

Columbus, stranded in 
Jamaica during his fourth 
voyage to the West, used 
a correctly predicted lunar 
eclipse to frighten hostile 

natives into providing food 
for his crew.

In 1796, President 
George Washington pro-
claimed Jay’s Treaty, which 
settled some outstanding 
differences with Britain, in 
effect.

In 1892, the United 
States and Britain agreed to 
submit to arbitration their 
dispute over seal-hunting 
rights in the Bering Sea. (A 
commission later ruled in 
favor of Britain.)

In 1904, bandleader 
Jimmy Dorsey was born in 
Shenandoah, Pennsylvania.

In 1960, the first Playboy 
Club, featuring waitresses 
clad in “bunny” outfits, 
opened in Chicago. 

Today in History
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Leap Year, when February has 29
Thirty days hath Sep-

tember, April, June, and 
November. All the rest 
have thirty-one, except-
ing February alone, and 
that has twenty-eight 
days clear, and twenty-nine in each 
leap year.

Angelkeep remembered learning a 
jingle something to that effect while 
being educated at Lancaster Central 
School. Teachers never taught beyond 
sing-song knowledge. 

Today is the seventh Leap Year 
for Angelkeep. The house and pond 
started in 1999, habituated in 2000, 
the first Leap Year. Back in 1900, the 
year fell in the four year rotation, but 
was not a Leap Year. This writer will 
not see it, but year 2100, also a four 
year rotation date, will not, repeat, 
not, be Leap Year. Why? Lancaster 
math never taught this kind of stuff.

The year must be divisible by 4 
evenly, and not divisible by 100 or 
400.

1900 ÷ 400 = 4.75 thus not Leap 
Year.

2000 ÷ 400 = 5 = an even number 
= Leap Year.

2100 ÷ 400 = fractional 5.25 = no 
Leap Year.

Got it! After 75 years, Angelkeep’s 
got it.

Who do we blame for this confu-
sion? Julius Caesar arranged it in 
BC 45. No wonder Brutus stabbed 
him. Pope Gregory XIII, “improved” 
Ceasar’s calendar in 1582 and adjust-
ing for the annual eleven minutes 
each year, began borrowing from 
the future. The Pope’s solution was 
a “divide by 400” rule. The Pope 
adjusted 1582, and ordered October 5 
to become October 15.

Angelkeep wonders what Protes-
tants thought about that. Amish, set in 
their old ways? Atheists?

It proved horrendous for anyone 
born between October 6 and the 14th, 

1582. The days 
simply didn’t 
exist.

Angelkeep was 
just getting over 
the struggle to 
understand 12th 
Night. It had noth-
ing to do with the 
drum corps of the chosen twelve at 
all. 

Do the critters of Angelkeep 
observe Leap Year? Instead of red 
winged blackbirds strutting feathers 
to choose a mate, will brown females 
fluff dingy colors to grab themselves 
their choice of lover? Do the does go 
running through the forest on Leap 
Year looking for a buck? Are 
Leap Day does more 
industrious than a 
human deer hunter 
looking for the ten-
tined-kind?

In 1904, do 
the math, a Leap 
Year in Indiana, 
Bluffton noted a 
distinct reduction of 
marriage applications 
from the previous 
year. By Christmas 
the girls, who had 
the right to do the 
proposing, left the county 
with a deficiency of 78 due to what, 
shyness? It was nearly a 30 percent 
drop in weddings. Think of the tax 
burden for that next generation with 
reduced taxpayers. Was the Pope to 
blame in 1904? Doubtful.

Blame the British again. One if by 
land, two if by sea, once cometh Leap 
Year, set the ladies free.

The parliamentary record of 1228 

literally reads, “Ordonit that during 
ye reign of her maist blessed Majes-
tie, ilka maiden, lade of baith high 
and lowe estait, shale hae libertie to 
speak ye man she likes. Gif he refus-
es to tak her to bee his wyf, he shale 
bee mulet in ye sum of ane hundridty 
pundes, or less, as his estait may bee, 
except an always gif he can make it 
appeare that he is betrothit to another 
woman, then he shale be free.”

Angelkeep offers any man or 
beast a hiding place should he be 
accosted on Leap Day by hordes of 
unwed womenfolk desiring a change 
of marital tax status. Of course by 
saving such a man the cost of getting 
out of the proffered proposal, a sum 
of an hundred pundes, Angelkeep 
will require the payment of half a 
hundered pundes for providing the 
escape route. 

One can’t have too many pundes 
these days with inflation sky-

rocketing, gas prices ris-
ing, pizza soaring, and 

deer corn kernels so 
costly.

Bluffton’s news-
paper deduced the 
reason few 1892 
Leap Year parties 
were taking place 

fell due to girls trying 
to square accounts by 
boycotting young men 

for being stingy with 
money during the 
preceding three years. 

Indi- ana Supreme Court in 
1883 decreed “the added day of leap 
year and the day immediately preced-
ing, if they shall occur in any period 
so to be computed, shall be reckoned 
together as one day.”

So by Indiana law, Happy 
Wednesday/Thursday Leap Day.

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

The things we miss
A few random bits happened in the 

past week that have me in a nostalgic 
mood.

This past Friday, in the middle 
of a serious conversation, it briefly 
devolved into a discussion about dogs 
we have lost. 

For Larisa and I, dogs are part of 
the family, not just pets. We have cats 
at the moment — definitely not the 
same thing. Our dog, Indy, has been 
gone for two years and I still miss her 
dearly. Dogs tend to single one person out as their favor-
ite. I was hers.

We spent a lot of time together. She followed me 
everywhere, she slept at my feet and we went for walks 
often. She was adamant about going with me to take the 
recycle container down to the road. We also had long 
discussions about our mutual hatred of rabbits.

I really don’t hate rabbits, but I made it Indy’s job to 
keep them out of our yard. Any time we saw one in the 
yard, Indy sprang into action. She wasn’t good at it, but 
she tried. Yard rabbits are pretty nimble. It got to the 
point that I would yell at the yard rabbits for being in 
the yard and Indy for allowing it. Larisa thought I was 
nuts.

Two years later, our yard is overrun with frolicking 
rabbits. I still yell at them. Larisa still thinks I’m nuts. 
Who knew Indy was doing her job the whole time?

Cleaning out my laptop over the weekend, I stumbled 
on a misplaced folder named Ron. The folder was full 
of photos we accumulated to send to the funeral home 
for my father-in-law’s service.

One of them, a photo from the day my son won his 
Lilly Scholarship, is a picture of Ron and I clapping. I 
had no discernible emotion. Ron was full-on ugly cry-
ing. The pride and love for his grandson was too much 
for the stoic grandfather to contain. That photo still 
moves me, nearly 11 years later.

My nephew played his final basketball game last 
week. During the senior night festivities, my brother 
and sister-in-law looked so happy. Proud as they were, 
I’m not sure if they realized how big that moment really 
was. 

I readily admit to not realizing the magnitude of those 
moments for my boys. Both of them were extremely 
active with sports and show choir. Each time we were 
involved in a senior night, I knew there would be anoth-
er sooner or later. Until there wasn’t. 

I wouldn’t trade my life now to go back to those 
days. Raising two athletes was organized chaos. They 
played different sports more often than not. I don’t have 
that kind of energy now but those are great memories to 
look back on fondly.

Reflecting on the things I miss has me thinking about 
creating new memories with the people I love the most.

When our boys were little we took a few overnight 
trips with Larisa’s parents. Those are treasured memo-
ries. We haven’t done anything that intentional since our 
oldest was a high school senior. He’s nearly 29 now.

I love feeling nostalgic. Looking backwards is great 
as long as it inspires me to look forward. I’m reminded 
about an analogy I’ve heard many times; the windshield 
is bigger than the rear view mirror for a reason, because 
what’s in front of you is more important than what’s 
behind you.

I am inspired. It’s way past time for Larisa and I to 
make a few new memories with our kids — and their 
girlfriends — before they are married and have kids of 
their own.

A famous line from the movie Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off sums up my current state of mind perfectly; “Life 
moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look around 
once in a while, you could miss it.”

Truer words were never spoken.
All thanks to a few random bits.

dougb@news-banner.com

Doug 
Brown

Dock their pay
When the government shuts down, the 

people responsible continue to receive their 
pay because they are considered “essen-
tial.” These include the president and mem-
bers of Congress. It reminds me of when 
it snows in Washington (as opposed to the 
snow jobs we get all year from politicians). 
The guy on the radio says, “only essential 
workers need to report to work.” Let’s find 
out who they are and get rid of the rest. 
That would substantially reduce our $34 
trillion national debt and cut the size of the 
federal government, the nation’s largest 
employer.

The threat of another government shut-
down reminds me of movies some of the cable chan-
nels repeatedly run. Even films I love eventually reach 
a saturation point as they become overly familiar. It is 
the same with reruns of government shutdowns.

Government shutdowns are a relatively recent 
phenomenon. As the History Channel recounts, the 
first one happened in November 
1981, Ronald Reagan’s first year in 
office. Reagan vetoed a spending 
bill he thought should have cut more 
domestic programs. The shutdown 
lasted only a few days and the 
spending continued.

The second shutdown occurred in 
the fall of 1982 and for the nuttiest 
of reasons. As The New York Times reported: “Con-
gress missed the deadline because both major parties 
had events they didn’t want to miss: Republicans were 
attending a White House barbecue and the Democrats 
had a fundraising dinner.”

The next one happened in mid-October of 1984. It 
lasted only half a day because Reagan was cruising 
toward re-election and Democrats quickly caved, a 
rarity.

In 1990, House Speaker Newt Gingrich, respond-
ing to President George H.W. Bush’s broken promise 
not to raise taxes, led a Republican rebellion against 
a spending bill, triggering a shutdown that led to the 
closing of national parks and museums. The media 
then, as now, always heads for the parks and muse-

ums to show their “closed” signs, as well as 
trumpeting the scare tactics of Democrats who 
claim retirees might not get their Social Secu-
rity checks.

During the Bill Clinton administration, 
the government was closed for 21 days over 
opposition to major spending cuts. In 2013, 
there was a 16-day shutdown during the 
Obama administration, caused by a dispute 
over implementation of the Affordable Care 
Act.

In late 2018, another funding gap triggered 
the longest shutdown in U.S. history. The 
argument was over President Trump’s pro-

posed plan to build a wall along the U.S. bor-
der with Mexico. As the History Channel notes: “The 
shutdown led the government to furlough 800,000 
federal workers. Democrats refused to fund the wall, 
and ultimately Republicans relented. The shutdown 
ended a month after it began with no funding in place 
for a border wall.” How’s that looking with millions 

of migrants, including criminals and 
drugs, flooding the country?

There’s no reason to recount the 
other shutdowns because it’s all politi-
cal theater. With only a few variations 
they have looked like reruns of a famil-
iar movie. The real problem — too 
much spending, too much growth in 
government power, too much debt and 

a failure to cut unnecessary and outmoded government 
programs  — is rarely addressed, especially by the 
media, which prefers arguments over solutions.

If the pay of the president and members of Con-
gress could be cut when faced with a shutdown, there 
likely would be no more of them. Unfortunately, like 
the hope some people have for term limits, the people 
who have created the problem pay no penalty for their 
refusal to do what used to be called the right thing.

In gangland days such threats were called extortion. 
Today, it is politics as usual. It is why so many hate 
Washington. If voters continue to vote for the people 
who have created the problem they will continue these 
reruns and get what they deserve.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas

The people who have 
created the problem pay 

no penalty for their refusal 
to do what used to be 
called the right thing.
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A Talk with Tego

Tego’s Tips: Brushing a 
dog regularly removes 
its loose fur.

Tego

Ruger is a three-year-old, 
Blue Merle Texas Heeler 
(cattle dog/Australian 
Shepherd mix), neutered 
male. He is very friendly 
but needs an only pet 
home. 

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells 
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For more 
information call 824-6063.

Loki and Aeros are almost 
two years of age, neu-
tered and bonded broth-
ers. They are both very 
affectionate.Gwen is a one-year-

old, domestic short hair, 
spayed female. She is 
super sweet but shy at 
first.

Over 1,800 students from Saginaw Val-
ley State University earned a spot on the fall 
2023 semester Deans’ List.

Emma Helvie of Markle was among 
those honored for academic excellence.

To be eligible for the Deans’ List, a stu-
dent must take at least 12 credit hours and 

carry a semester GPA of 3.4 or better.
Saginaw Valley State University is a 

comprehensive university with more than 90 
programs of study for its nearly 7,000 stu-
dents. The university is located on a subur-
ban campus in Michigan’s Great Lakes Bay 
Region.

Helvie earns spot on SVSU’s Deans’ List

Dealing with the times when life doesn’t go as planned
The sun is shining. Ah, the won-

der of spring becoming reality! 
Doesn’t it take the winter chill to 
enable us to appreciate the sooth-
ing rays of sunshine?

Isn’t that life itself? The difficult 
life events generate a rest and tran-
quility no other could reformat.

I find that those older people in 
my life who are full of the sweet-
ness and gentleness I covet are 
often the ones who have passed 
through the heat of the battles of 
life and learned to accept situations 
as they are.

This past week, we had one of 
those reminders of life not being as 
planned. A six-week-old baby died 
through the night of SIDS. For that 
young family, the sting is real, and 
it’s sharp. 

Though I didn’t know the fam-
ily well, when I was a teenager, I 
babysat for a little girl who was 
a cousin to this baby’s mother. 
Though they are not an Amish 
family we became friends through 
this connection. Though we rarely 
saw them, I still felt that kinship 
as years passed. Our children were 
spellbound by the story of such a 
tiny baby going to heaven.

We decided to all go to the 
viewing. It was an excellent oppor-
tunity for the children to experi-
ence the sovereignty of God, even 
in a situation as difficult as such.

It was precious to me; our six 
children gathered with me around 
the white cradle where baby Stet-
son was placed. Together we mar-
veled, such sweet innocence. My 
mind went back to my two still-
born sisters years ago, now bloom-
ing in heaven.

We do not understand why the 
crushing disappoint of it all. Three-
year-old Joshua, who I was hold-
ing, whispered, “Is he for real?”

“The baby went to be with 
Jesus, where Daddy is,” I respond-
ed.  This reality, even sometimes 
too deep for us adults to grasp, 
made an impression on his young 
mind. 

As the children shook hands 
with the grieving parents, it became 
real to them that these people also 
faced sadness with their loss. Shak-
ing the father’s hand, I told him 
how beautiful his son looked in 
the little shirt which had been cut 
from the father’s favorite shirt. The 
father had requested explicitly for 
his best shirt to be used for a new 
shirt for his son. Beautiful. That’s 
love.

The Mommy of the baby held 
her infant through the funeral ser-
vices.  Despite their grief they 

rejoiced over their baby being safe 
with Jesus. What a beautiful pic-
ture of resilience.

Yes, we thought he was meant 
to stay, God meant for him to fly 
with the angels. I love the verse 
in Revelations 7:14 where it says, 
“These are they which came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.”

No matter how long or short 
our pathway to eternity is, we are 
promised an abundant life that 
goes on forever, filled with all the 
glories of love and joy abundant if 
we walk in obedience to our Savior 
Jesus Christ.

That afternoon Julia and Aus-
tin, along with more friends, sang 
at the graveyard. It was a sunny yet 
cool afternoon, as those gathered 
by the grave huddled together with 
both a common ache and a com-
mon joy. Though no longer with 
us, he’s safe in the arms of Jesus, 
as the song they sang.

In the evening when we as a 
family gathered in a circle in the 
living room to pray, there was an 

extra special accent to it. We are 
blessed to have each other.

As life continues, we pick up 
and go on with heartfelt prayers to 
the Father for all who have parted 
with loved ones. Surely, such trag-
edies will draw us all closer to the 
Lord and each other as we cry out 
to him.

Lastly, I’ll leave you with a 
recipe from my cousin Judith, 
who is a friend to baby Stetson’s 
mother. Judith has blessed many 
others with this recipe over the past 
months. Food can provide comfort 
during a difficult time and a dish 
like this is easy to make and people 
seem to really enjoy it.

EASY TACO SKILLET MEAL
1 pound ground beef
1 pint tomato juice
3 /4 cup water
1 package taco seasoning
2 tablespoons brown sugar
1 cup rice
1-2 cup cups of shredded cheese 
(any kind you like)
Optional: Lettuce, sour cream, 

salsa 
 Brown beef in a skillet with a 

lid.  Add the rest of the ingredients 
and simmer until rice is tender, 
stirring several times throughout.   
Top with cheese and let it melt. 
Let it melt. Serve with lettuce, sour 
cream, salsa.

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

This Weekend
‘Live Radio Show’ 

at the Pulse
“The Invisible Man: A 

Live Radio Show” will be 
on stage at the Pulse Opera 
House in Warren on March 
1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10.

This script was devel-
oped and performed by 
actors from various Star 
Trek casts. The Pulse cast 
will include: Priscilla Alter 
(Rebecca), Shaun Berkey 
(Bartender), Jon Cole (Grif-
fin), Ben Kiser (Teddy), 
Michael Blaugher (Peter), 
J.J. Leak (Mrs. Hall), David 
Parker (Marvel), Steve 
Rodenberger (Kemp), David 
Schultz (Narrator/Inspec-
tor), April Smith (Rebec-
ca’s mother) and Ken Zuk 
(Mayor).

Admission is $15 adults 
and $5 for those 12 and 
younger. Curtain times are 
at 8 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day with a 2 p.m. matinee 
on Saturdays and 4 p.m. on 
Sundays. 

Online reservations to 
www.pulseoperahouse.org. 
or call 260-375-017.

Artlink exhibits
student art with 

teachers’ art
Fort Wayne Artlink Gal-

lery is sponsoring “Influ-
ences,” an exhibit that will  
feature artwork by high 
school art teachers and their 
students, is ongoing through 
March 10.

Artlink representatives 
explain that this exhibit 
“reinforces the importance 
of art education in our 
schools.” 

Viewing hours for Art-
link, 300 East Main St. in 
Fort Wayne are Thursday 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday and 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Sunday noon to 5 p.m.

Gaven Drew’s  
play to debut

March 2 in FW
“Equals—A New Play” 

will have a debut on Satur-
day, March 2 at The Local 
Archive in Fort Wayne.

Authors of the produc-
tion are Dakota Norman and 
Gavin Thomas Drew, who 
was active once as both a 
performer and a director for 
Wells Community Theater 
(now Creative Arts Theatre).  
The one-man play will fea-
ture Drew in the role writ-
ten about his life as an actor 
who becomes deaf and finds 
a new way to pursue his the-
ater passion.

Drew, who can now hear 
with a cochlear implant, cur-
rently is artistic director for 
the Summit City Music. The 
one night presentation will 
serve as a fund raiser for 
Summit City Music Theatre  
in the small venue to allow 

the audience to become a 
part of the story. 

Admission is $25 adults 
and $20 for students and 
seniors. The Local Archive 
is located a 118 W. Colum-
bia St., Suite 201 (door near 
Utopian Coffee + Kitchen.

The production is being 
recorded in hopes of getting 
community theaters to bring 
it to their audiences.

FW’s Youtheatre
productions

Fort Wayne’s Youthe-
atre will present the next 
two productions at the First 
Presbyterian Theater.

“The Prom” will be on 
stage March 1-17, There are 
7:30 p.m. performances on 
March 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 and 
2 p.m. ones on March 2, 10, 
17. Admission is $16 adults 
and $12 seniors and children 
18 and younger and group 
rates. Tickets at Artistix o 
260-422-4226.

FW Bach
 Collegium
presenting

St. John Passion
In celebration of the 

300th anniversary of J.S. 

Bach’s St. John Passion, 
BWV 245 the Fort Wayne 
Bach Collegium will be pre-
senting it on Sunday, March 
3, at 4 p.m. at the Zion 
Lutheran Church in Fort 
Wayne.

Ticket information avail-
able at the web site at www.
bachcollegium.org or at the 
group’s Facebook page.

The Zion Lutheran 
Church is located at 2313 
South Hanna St. in Fort 
Wayne.

‘Making Waves’ 
art at Orchard 

Gallery
“Making Waves” art will 

be featured at the Orchard 
Gallery in Fort Wayne 
throughout the month of 
March.

All items by the 30 artists 
will be have a water focus 
and include wall art, jewelry 
and pottery. An open house 
will be held on Saturday, 
March 2, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

Other hours will be Mon-
day through Friday 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The websie 
is www.TheOrchardGallery.
com.

1421 Manchester St.,
Decatur, IN

½ block west of U.S. 27 North

260-724-2276 • www.icav.us
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Hunter Biden was defi-
ant Wednesday in a closed-
door deposition on Capitol 
Hill, blasting a Republican 
impeachment inquiry into 
his father and the family’s 
business affairs as a “house 
of cards” built on “lies” as 
he faced a battery of probing 
questions from lawmakers.

“For more than a year, 
your Committees have hunt-
ed me in your partisan politi-
cal pursuit of my dad,” Hunt-
er Biden said in an opening 
statement obtained by The 
Associated Press. He accused 
Republicans of trafficking 
in “innuendo, distortion, and 
sensationalism” and insisted, 
“I did not involve my father 
in my business.”

After the nearly seven-
hour deposition wrapped, an 
attorney for the president’s 
son told reporters that dur-
ing the testimony Republi-
cans “produced no evidence 
that would do anything to 
support the notion that there 
was any financial transac-
tions that involved Hunter 
with his father. Period.”

He added, “It seems to 
me that the Republican 
members wanted to spend 
more time talking about 
my client’s addiction than 
they could ask any ques-
tion that had anything to 
do with what they call their 
impeachment inquiry.” The 
White House echoed their 
sentiments, with press secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre say-
ing its the probe is a “stunt” 
that has “dragged on for 
months and months.”

But GOP lawmakers 
remained undeterred by 
Hunter Biden and his coun-
sel’s repudiation of their 
investigation. Rep. James 
Comer, one of the GOP 

chairmen leading the inqui-
ry, came out late Wednes-
day to declare that it was a 
“great deposition,” and said 
it helped back several pieces 
of evidence they’ve gath-
ered thus far.

“But there are also some 
contradictory statements that 
I think need further review,” 
the Kentucky Republican 
said, adding that the next 
forum for that will be a 
public hearing with Hunter 
Biden at a future date.

The deposition of Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s son marked 
a decisive point for the 
14-month Republican inves-
tigation into the Biden fam-
ily. The probe has centered 
on Hunter Biden and his 
overseas work for clients in 
Ukraine, China, Romania 
and other countries. Repub-
licans have long questioned 
whether those business deal-
ings involved corruption 
and influence peddling by 
President Biden, particularly 
when he was vice president.

Yet after conducting doz-
ens of interviews and obtain-
ing more than 100,000 pages 
of documents, Republicans 
have yet to produce direct 
evidence of misconduct by 
the president. Meanwhile, 
an FBI informant who 
alleged a bribery scheme 
involving the Bidens — a 
claim Republicans had cited 
repeatedly to justify their 
probe — is facing charges 
from federal prosecutors 
who accuse him of fabricat-
ing the story.

Many expected Hunter 
Biden, who is currently 
under federal investiga-
tion, to spend the duration 
of the deposition asserting 
his Fifth Amendment rights. 
But the 54-year-old facing 
an indictment on nine feder-

al tax charges and a firearm 
charge in Delaware did not 
assert those rights a single 
time throughout the gruel-
ing, hourslong session.

Instead, the few Republi-
cans who spoke to reporters 
Wednesday said that Hunter 
Biden provided testimony 
that was “defiant and dis-
honest.”

The majority of GOP 
lawmakers remained quiet 
as the deposition dragged 
into the afternoon, with 
Rep. Jim Jordan, the other 
Republican chairmen lead-
ing the inquiry, declining to 
answer reporters’ questions 
in the hallways. He cited the 
sensitivity of a private depo-
sition and said the release of 
the public transcript would 
speak for itself.

By WAFAA SHURAFA 
and SAMY MAGDY 

Associated Press
RAFAH, Gaza Strip (AP) 

— Aid convoys carrying 
food reached northern Gaza 
this week, Israeli officials 
said Wednesday, the first 
major delivery in a month to 
the devastated, isolated area, 
where the U.N. has warned 
of worsening starvation 
among hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians amid 
Israel’s offensive.

The increasing alarm 
over hunger across Gaza 
has fueled international calls 
for a cease-fire as the U.S., 
Egypt and Qatar work to 
secure a deal between Israel 
and Hamas for a pause in 
fighting and the release of 
some of the hostages seized 
by Hamas in its Oct. 7 
attack.

Mediators hope to reach 
an agreement before the 
Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan starts around 
March 10. But so far, Israel 
and Hamas have remained 
far apart in public on their 
demands.

Increasing the pressure 
on Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
to reach a deal, families of 
hostages on Wednesday 
launched a four-day march 
from southern Israel to Jeru-
salem to demand their loved 
ones be set free. Some of the 
around 100 hostages freed 
during a cease-fire in late 
November are joining the 
march, which is to end near 
Netanyahu’s official resi-
dence.

The plight of the hostages 

has deeply shaken Israelis, 
who see in them an enduring 
symbol of the state’s failure 
to protect its citizens from 
Hamas’ assault. In its Oct. 7 
attack, the Palestinian mili-
tant group abducted roughly 
250 people, according to 
Israeli authorities, includ-
ing men, women, children 
and older adults. After the 
November releases, some 
130 hostages remain, and 
Israel says about a quarter of 
them are dead.

Israel’s  assault  on 
Gaza, which it says aims 
at destroying Hamas after 
its attack, has killed more 
than 29,900 Palestinians. 
U.N. officials warn of fur-
ther mass casualties if it 
follows through on vows to 
attack the southernmost city 
of Rafah, where more than 
half of Gaza’s population of 
2.3 million has taken refuge. 
They also say a Rafah offen-
sive could collapse the aid 
operation that has already 
been crippled in the fighting.

Across Gaza, more than 
576,000 people – a quar-
ter of the population – are 
a step away from famine, 
the U.N. says. But northern 
Gaza in particular has been 
gutted by hunger. The north 
has largely been cut off and 
much of it has been leveled 
since Israeli ground troops 
invaded in late October. 
Several hundred thousand 
Palestinians are believed 
to remain there, and many 
have been reduced to eat-
ing animal fodder to sur-
vive. The U.N. says one in 6 
children under 2 in the north 
suffer from acute malnutri-

tion and wasting.
A convoy of 31 trucks 

carrying food entered north-
ern Gaza on Wednesday, 
the Israeli military office 
that oversees Palestinian 
civilian affairs said. The 
office, known by the acro-
nym COGAT, said nearly 
20 other trucks entered the 
north on Monday and Tues-
day. Associated Press foot-
age showed people carrying 
sacks of flour from the dis-
tribution site.

It was not immediately 
clear who carried out the 
deliveries. The U.N. was not 
involved, said a spokesper-
son for the U.N.’s humani-
tarian coordination office, 
Eri Keneko.

As of Sunday, the U.N. 
had been unable to deliv-
er food to northern Gaza 
since Jan. 23, according to 
Philippe Lazzarini, the head 
of UNRWA, the U.N. agen-
cy for Palestinian refugees 
that has led the aid effort 
during the war. On Feb. 18, 
the World Food Program 
attempted a delivery to the 
north for the first time in 
three weeks, but much of the 
convoy’s cargo was taken en 
route by desperate Palestin-
ians, and it was only able to 
distribute a small amount in 
the north. Two days later, 
the WFP announced it was 
pausing deliveries to the 
north because of the chaos.

Since launching its 
assault on Gaza following 
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack, Israel 
has barred entry of food, 
water, medicine and other 
supplies except for a trickle 
of aid entering the south 

from Egypt at the Rafah 
crossing and Israel’s Kerem 
Shalom crossing. Despite 
international calls to allow 
in more aid, the number of 
supply trucks entering has 
dropped dramatically in 
recent weeks.

COGAT said Wednesday 
that Israel does not impose 
limits on the amount of aid 
entering. Israel has blamed 
U.N. agencies for the bottle-
neck, saying hundreds of 
trucks are waiting on the 
Palestinian side of Kerem 
Shalom for aid workers to 
collect them.

U.N. spokesman Stepha-
ne Dujarric on Wednesday 

countered saying large trucks 
entering Gaza have to be 
unloaded and reloaded onto 
smaller Palestinian trucks, 
but there aren’t enough of 
them and there’s a lack of 
security to distribute aid in 
Gaza. Police in Gaza stopped 
protecting convoys after 
Israeli strikes on them near 
the crossing. There is also 
“insufficient coordination” 
from Israel on security and 
deconfliction, which puts the 
lives of U.N. staff and other 
humanitarian workers at risk.

“That’s why we’ve 
repeatedly asked for a 
humanitarian cease-fire,” 
he said. The U.N. has called 

for Israel to open crossings 
in the north to aid deliveries 
and guarantee safe corridors 
for convoys.

The director of Kamal 
Adwan Hospital in north-
ern Gaza said the number 
of children who have died 
in recent days from severe 
malnutrition and dehydra-
tion had risen to four.

Dr. Hussam Abu Safiya 
said that operations at the 
hospital will shut off start-
ing Wednesday due to fuel 
shortages. “Dialysis, inten-
sive care, childcare, and sur-
geries will stop. Therefore, 
we will witness more deaths 
in the coming days,” he said.
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Food aid reaches north Gaza for the first time in weeks 

Hunter Biden insists he did not 
involve his father in business



By RYAN WALKER 
In a sectional where five of the seven 

schools are ranked amung the top-20 in 2A, 
the Bluffton Tigers faced the top-ranked No. 
5 Bishop Luers Knights. And the Knights 
proved that rank, topping the Tigers 68-37 
on their own floor to end their season.

Bishop Luers’ (19-5) size, length, athleti-
cism and depth was too much for the host-
ing Tigers (11-12). 

Three Knights 
finished the game 
in double figures — 
Drelyn Truesdale 
and Daniel Kelly 
with 15 points and 
Dereon Truesdale 
with 11.

Bluffton wanted 
to clog up the scor-
ing lanes with a 3-2 
zone defense, hop-
ing it could force 
deep shots due to 
Bishop Luers’ 31% 
clip on the year, but 
that didn’t work.

Kelly and Drelyn 
Truesdale combined 
for three triples in 
the first quarter, and 
the team scored all 
the rest of their 20 
points inside the arc. 
That led them to a 
strong 29-16 lead at 
the break.

“It’s hard,” Bluff-
ton head coach Craig 
Teagle said after the 
game. “We wanted 
to keep them out of 
the paint, and I think 
at halftime we’d 
given up 18 points 
in the pain and you 
can’t do that you got 
to make them beat 
you by threes.”

But then, the 
Knights got hot 
from beyond the arc, 
and they did it with 
several different 
players.

Kelly went 3-for-
3 in the second half on threes, while Isaac 
Zay, Carmani Davis, Zachary Calderon and 
Hunter Meek all added at least one to the 
tally. For a team that makes about seven per 
game, Bishop Luers looked like a different 
team with 11 on Wednesday night.

“You can’t,” Teagle said about guard-
ing the Knights’ depth. “And overall they 
only shoot 30% from the three, so your goal 
going in is making them shoot the three ... 
once they got the lead the basket looks a lot 
bigger. I’ve been on that and so the basket 
look bigger.”

For Bluffton, it didn’t look like the same 
team either.

Rarely does their best player get shut out, 
but Bishop Luers 
had a game plan for 
Tucker Jenkins.

The senior for-
ward averages 13.1 
points per game and 
3.9 rebounds, the 
Tigers’ top player 
in both categories. 
He picked up his 
third foul with 4:45 
left in the first half 
and Teagle had to 
sub him out. Even 
before he left the 
game, he didn’t 
have a shot and 
didn’t touch the ball 
much.

Teagle said that 
along with the foul 
trouble, Bluffton’s 
guards and the 
coaching staff didn’t 
do a good job find-
ing ways to get their 
best guy the ball.

A bright spot for 
the Tigers was their 
first-year guard, 
freshman Axton 
Beste.

He led the team 
in scoring with 18 
and shot a clean 
8-for-13 from the 
floor. He will lead 
a Tigers’ program 
next year that gradu-
ates Jenkins, Hunter 
Wenger, Eli Garrett 
and Andrew Hunt.

That will be in 
year two for Teagle, 
who led Bluffton to 
a 11-12 record after 

the team last season put up a 2-20 record.
His message about the season included 

wanting to beat Mississinewa last week to 
end the regular season so that the seniors 
could go out with a winning record. He 
emphasized the foundation they left behind 

in year one of the new coaching regimen.
“It’s tough to buy into a new coach,” 

Teagle said. “(There’s a) new way of doing 
things I felt like they really did, and we’ve 
always talked about them being part of the 
foundation, but they were more than the 
foundation. I had no idea we’d be able to 
have 11 wins. That tells you how much buy-
in we had from them.”

ryan@news-banner.com

BISHOP LUERS 68, BLUFFTON 37
At Bluffton

BISHOP LUERS (19-5): Daniel Kelly 5-8 0-0 15, Drelyn 
Truesdale 6-11 2-2 15, Dereon Truesdale 4-9 3-6 11, Isaac 
Zay 3-4 0-0 7, Zachary Calderon 2-6 0-0 6, Hunter Meek 
2-3 0-0 5, Carmani Davis 2-5 0-0 5, George Javins 1-2 0-0 

2, Cameron Mitchell 1-3 0-0 2, Brandon Busch 0-0 0-0 0, 
Benjamin Kiracofe 0-0 0-0 0, TOTALS: 26-52 5-8 68.

BLUFFTON (11-12): Axton Beste 8-13 0-0 18, Hunter 
Wenger 2-5 0-0 5, Tucker Jenkins 2-4 0-0 4, Cameron Wil-
liams 1-2 0-0 3, Eli Garrett 1-1 0-0 3, Andrew hunt 0-3 0-2 
0, Nolan Lambert 0-1 0-0 0, Ben Maggard 0-1 0-0 0, Jared 
Moser 0-0 0-0 0, Marshall Gerber 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 16-32 
0-3 37.
B. Luers   21   8   20  19  —  68
Bluffton   12    4    9   12 — 37

Three-point FG: Bishop Luers 11-24 (Kelly 5-7, Calderon 
2-4, Meek 1-2, Zay 1-2, Dre. Truesdale 1-3, Davis 1-4, 
Mitchell 0-1. Der. Truesdale 0-1), Bluffton 5-14 (Beste 2-6, 
Williams 1-2, Wenger 1-1, Hunt 0-2, Jenkins 0-1, Lambert 
0-1). Rebounds: Bishop Luers 22 (Dre. Truesdale 6, Davis 
3, Meek 3, Kelly 2, Jackson 2, Calderon 2, Mitchell 1, Busch 
1, Zay 1), Bluffton 14 (Williams 4, Jenkins 2, Grieser 2, 
Hunt 2, Beste 1, Lambert 1, Moser 1, Gerber 1) Turnovers: 
Bishop Luers 6, Bluffton 19. Fouls: Bishop Luers 4, Bluffton 
11. Fouled Out: None. Technicals: None.
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Bishop Luers finish Bluffton’s strong season

Bluffton freshman Axton Beste, left, drives toward the hoop past Bishop Luers’ Brandon Busch 
in the second half of Wednesday night’s sectional game in Bluffton. The Tigers’ season ended 
with a 37-68 loss. (Photos by Chad Kline)

Bluffton senior Andrew Hunt (left) glides 
through the air as he aims the ball toward the 
basket over Bishop Luers' Brandon Busch in 
the second half of Wednesday night's sectional 
game in Bluffton.

Cade Shelton goes coast to coast after a steal in the fourth quarter Wednesday against Peru in 
game three of Sectional 23 at Mississinewa. (Photo by Glen Werling)

By ANDREW FEEBACK
 GAS CITY — Ian Potts made a three-

pointer at the buzzer to defeat the Norwell 
Knights 45-42 in the opening round of sec-
tional play at Mississinewa High School 
Wednesday night. 

The season ended abruptly for the Knights, 
who finished with a record of 14-9 and had 
won five straight entering the postseason.  
Peru will take a 13-10 record into the semi-
final round later this week and face Oak Hill. 

Norwell started hot, jumping out to a 14-5 
lead after hitting five straight shots, four of 
them from beyond the arc. 

The Knights held an 18-12 lead after the 
first quarter, but seemed to hit a wall in the 
next period. 

“Early in the game, we had good ball 
movement, and we got really good shots,” 
coach Mike McBride said. “The second quar-
ter, we rushed. We didn’t get the ball inside. 
We needed to get inside touches and play off 
the inside touches, and we just didn’t do that.” 

Norwell missed nine straight shots to 
begin the quarter, and the Tigers gradually 
worked their way back. Back-to-back buck-
ets from Alex Ross put them in front 22-20, 
and a three-point play from Matthew Roettger 
made it 25-23. Roettger then came up with a 
steal and took it in for a layup that gave Peru a 
four-point cushion at the break. 

Points were hard to come by in the third 
quarter, even though McBride felt his team 
did a better job of finding shots. 

“We missed some shots that were good 
shots,” he said. “We got ourselves good shots, 
we just didn’t convert them.” 

Peru widened its lead to 36-27 by the end 
of the third, but Norwell didn’t go away qui-
etly. 

A mini-run by the Knights got them within 
38-35 after Cade Shelton’s put-back at the 
4:34 mark. 

Roettger got to the bucket for a layup, then 
Xavier Turner hit a short baseline jumper to 
put the Tigers up 42-35 with 2:51 to play. 

Cohen Bailey made back-to-back threes to 
bring the Knights within one with 1:06 left. 

After the Tigers turned it over, Ashton 
Federspiel was fouled with 33 seconds to go. 
He made his first attempt to tie the game, but 
missed the second. 

With the Tigers playing for the last shot, 
Roettger drove baseline, was cut off, nearly 
fell down, and threw an under-handed pass 
barely above the floor out to Potts on the 
wing. Potts got the shot off just before the 
buzzer sounded.  

“Give our kids credit to get themselves 
back into it,” McBride said. “We tied it up, 

and it was unfortunate we didn’t get the free 
throw to take the lead. Just kind of a lucky 
break went their way. That’s just how it 
went.” 

The Knights got 15 points from Cohen 
Bailey and 12 from Cade Shelton in their final 
high school games. Adam McBride added 
eight and Federspiel had seven. 

Roettger topped the Tigers with 17 while 
Ross had 13. 

The postseason can be an unforgiving 
time of year for basketball teams, which is 
why McBride is pleased with what his team 
accomplished over the past few months. 

Norwell went 11-3 in games decided by 
fewer than 10 points and won all three of its 
games that went to overtime. 

“I think we exceeded a lot of people’s 
expectations,” he said. “Our kids competed 
really hard, and I thought our seniors were 
really good.” 

The Knights will graduate Bailey, Shelton, 
Federspiel and Trace Moser. 

“Trace didn’t really get a chance to play 
due to an injury from football,” McBride 
said. “Cohen Bailey was outstanding; he had 
a great career at Norwell. I loved coaching 
Cohen, he brought it every night. Cade Shel-
ton, great athlete, was glad to have him back 
on the court this year. Ashton Federspiel was 
our leading scorer all year and did a lot for us. 

“I can’t thank our four seniors enough for 
what they did,” he continued. “It was unfor-
tunate that we weren’t able to advance to the 
Friday night game, but when you get a tight 
game like this, sometimes those things hap-
pen, and unfortunately, we were the ones on 
the wrong end tonight.” 

ryan@news-banner.com

PERU 45,
NORWELL 42

At Mississinewa
NORWELL (14-9): Cade Shelton 5-8 2-4 12, Caiden 

Petrie 0-0 0-0 0, Garry Riley 0-0 0-0 0, Kaedyn Quintanilla 
0-3 0-0 0, Adam McBride 3-8 0-0 8, Owen Wallis 0-1 0-0 
0, Cohen Bailey 5-10 2-2 15, Nick McBride 0-0 0-0 0, 
Ashton Federspiel 2-13 2-4 7, Drew Jolley 0-0 0-0 0, Ryne 
Thornton 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 15-43 6-10 42.

PERU (13-10): Ian Potts 2-7 0-0 6, Ben Wynkoop 
0-0 0-0 0, Gavin Eldridge 1-4 0-0 3, Zion See 0-0 0-0 
0, Alex Ross 5-7 1-2 13, Reis Bellar 0-1 0-0 0, Matthew 
Roettger 8-15 1-1 17, Xavier Turner 3-5 0-0 6, Jaxon 
Manriquez 0-0 0-0 0, Oliver Rabe 0-0 0-0 0, Isaac 
Braley 0-0 0-0 0, Jackson Boswell 0-0 0-0 0, Treson 
Ambrose 0-0 0-0 0, Talin Douglass 0-0 0-0 0, Jacob 
Boswell 0-0 0-0 0, Ryne Butt 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 19-39 
2-3 45.
Norwell    18     5    4    15  —  42
Peru         12   15    9      9  —  45

Three-point Field Goals: Norwell 6-19 (Bailey 3-6, 
Adam McBride 2-7, Federspiel 1-3, Quintanilla 0-2, Wal-
lis 0-1), Peru 5-18 (Ross 2-4, Potts 2-6, Eldridge 1-2, 
Roettger 0-4, Bellar 0-1, Turner 0-1). Rebounds: Norwell 
20 (Federspiel 7, Shelton 6, Adam McBride 4, Quintanilla 
1, Wallis 1, Bailey 1), Peru 21 (Ross 7, Roettger 7, Potts 
2, Eldridge 2, Bellar 2, Turner 1). Turnovers: Norwell 10, 
Peru 13. Fouls: Norwell 9, Peru 10. Fouled out: None. 
Technicals: None.

Peru buzzer-beater 
ends Norwell’s season
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 Hiday Motors
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 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

Marion Wells
Service Consultant

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

UTV

Motorcycle 
Sound 
Systems

Marine

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.

Then come 
to Hiday.
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It’s OK to Shop 
and Compare...

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Feb. deadline is Tues., Jan. 23!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

BASKETBALL
High School

Monday Boys’ Scores
IHSAA Sectionals

First Round
Class 1A

50. Triton
Triton 61, Culver 54
Westville 66, Argos 50
56. Blue River Valley
Blue River Valley 68, Union City 45
57. White River Valley
Bloomfield 56, Union (Dugger) 37
N. Central (Farmersburg) 85, 

Bloomington Lighthouse 33
58. Bethesda Christian
IMSA 77, Indpls International 75, 

OT
Indpls Metro 101, MTI 36
59. Indpls Lutheran
Greenwood Christian 61, Provi-

dence Cristo Rey 12
60. Edinburgh
Jac-Cen-Del 55, Waldron 44
63. Loogootee
Barr-Reeve 91, Washington Catho-

lic 13
Loogootee 60, Springs Valley 47

Class 2A
33. Bowman
Andrean 58, Bowman 44
37. Bluffton
Ft. Wayne Luers 68, Bluffton 37
Whitko 63, Manchester 42
39. Tipton
Eastbrook 61, Madison-Grant 50
Taylor 51, Blackford 46
40. Alexandria
Wapahani 47, Lapel 31
Wes-Del 66, Muncie Burris 29
44. Greencastle
Greencastle 71, S. Putnam 45
Parke Heritage 85, Riverton Parke 

36
46. Southwestern (Hanover)
Brownstown 83, Henryville 41
Southwestern (Hanover) 56, 

Clarksville 47
47. Paoli
Eastern (Greene) 69, N. Knox 58
South Knox 60, Mitchell 40

Class 3A
17. Calumet
Hammond Noll 54, Boone Grove 

40
21. Woodlan
Heritage 50, Ft. Wayne Dwenger 

46
Leo 64, Woodlan 54
22. Frankfort
Frankfort 70, Rensselaer 57
W. Lafayette 41, Benton Central 40
23. Mississinewa
Oak Hill 67, Maconaquah 66
Peru 45, Norwell 42
24. New Castle
Delta 46, Frankton 25
New Castle 46, Jay Co. 38
26. Owen Valley
Edgewood 67, Brown Co. 37
Indian Creek 58, S. Vermillion 49, 

OT
29. Greensburg
Batesville 49, S. Dearborn 45
Connersville 30, Franklin Co. 25, 

OT
30. Scottsburg
Corydon 72, Charlestown 61, OT
Scottsburg 62, N. Harrison 35
31. Princeton
Pike Central 62, Washington 59
Princeton 57, Heritage Hills 52

Class 4A
1. E. Chicago Central
East Chicago Central 60, Mer-

rillville 55
2. Chesterton
Crown Point 68, Kankakee Val-

ley 39
9. Greenfield
Greenfield 50, Anderson 44
Muncie Central 54, Richmond 51
10. Lawrence North
Indpls Attucks 63, Indpls Tech 55
Lawrence North 65, Indpls N. 

Central 51
11. Southport
Indpls Ben Davis 64, Indpls Pike 45

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Wednesday, Feb. 28
EAST

American 73, Army 51
Boston U. 64, Lehigh 62, OT
Bucknell 68, Loyola (Md.) 46
Colgate 77, Holy Cross 58
Duquesne 75, La Salle 63
N. Kentucky 70, Robert Morris 60
Navy 62, Lafayette 58
Northwestern 68, Maryland 61

SOUTH
Appalachian St. 89, Old Dominion 

64
Arkansas St. 71, Coastal Carolina 

60
Austin Peay 83, E. Kentucky 79
Belmont 83, Murray St. 61
Charleston Southern 58, Radford 57
Chattanooga 84, Mercer 75
Duke 84, Louisville 59
ETSU 81, The Citadel 63
Florida 83, Missouri 74
Florida Gulf Coast 79, North Florida 

60
Georgia Southern 87, Marshall 73
High Point 100, Winthrop 96, OT
James Madison 84, Georgia St. 78
Lipscomb 90, Bellarmine 74
Louisiana Tech 90, W. Kentucky 84
North Texas 80, Tulane 76
SC-Upstate 74, Presbyterian 72
South Alabama 73, Southern Miss. 

70
Stetson 86, Jacksonville 73
Tennessee 92, Auburn 84
Troy 87, Louisiana-Lafayette 73
UNC-Greensboro 100, VMI 58
VCU 88, Rhode Island 67
W. Carolina 85, Furman 77
Wichita St. 74, UAB 66
Wofford 91, Samford 69

MIDWEST
Bradley 86, S. Illinois 67
Creighton 85, Seton Hall 64
Drake 107, Ill.-Chicago 105, 3OT
Fort Wayne 79, Wright St. 77, OT
Green Bay 69, Cleveland St. 61
Illinois St. 75, Missouri St. 74
Indiana St. 85, Evansville 67
Iowa St. 58, Oklahoma 45
Marquette 91, Providence 69
Milwaukee 75, IUPUI 70
Richmond 80, Saint Louis 64
St. John’s 82, Butler 59
Xavier 91, DePaul 58
Youngstown St. 69, Detroit 55

SOUTHWEST
South Carolina 70, Texas A&M 68
Temple 65, Rice 43
UCF 77, Oklahoma St. 71
UTSA 89, Tulsa 73

FAR WEST
Colorado 88, California 78

Women’s Basketball Scores
Wednesday, Feb. 28

EAST
Boston U. 89, Lehigh 78
Bucknell 74, Loyola (Md.) 56
Colgate 86, Holy Cross 79
Fordham 62, Saint Joseph’s 57
Navy 58, Lafayette 49
Saint Louis 78, La Salle 57
Seton Hall 71, Providence 65
Tulsa 76, Temple 67
UConn 67, Villanova 46
UMass 58, St. Bonaventure 45
VCU 69, Rhode Island 59

SOUTH
FAU 80, Tulane 67
George Mason 78, Dayton 53
George Washington 45, Davidson 

40
High Point 65, Winthrop 64, OT
James Madison 69, Coastal Caro-

lina 60
Kansas 65, UCF 53
Longwood 67, Gardner-Webb 57
Louisiana Tech 45, W. Kentucky 41
Memphis 60, UTSA 53
Presbyterian 47, SC-Upstate 43
Radford 81, Charleston Southern 68
Richmond 90, Duquesne 74
Troy 102, Appalachian St. 69

MIDWEST
Ball St. 75, Akron 41
Buffalo 70, Bowling Green 55

Butler 73, DePaul 70
Cent. Michigan 76, Miami (Ohio) 

73, 2OT
Green Bay 70, Fort Wayne 61
Iowa 108, Minnesota 60
Iowa St. 82, Kansas St. 76
Kent St. 76, E. Michigan 64
Ohio 67, W. Michigan 64
Ohio St. 67, Michigan 51
Penn St. 93, Purdue 88
SMU 88, Wichita St. 84, OT
Toledo 74, N. Illinois 61

SOUTHWEST
Oklahoma 71, Texas 70
Southern Miss. 67, Texas St. 59
TCU 73, Texas Tech 52

FAR WEST
Air Force 85, Utah St. 46
Colorado St. 54, Nevada 51

NBA
Wednesday’s Games

Dallas 136, Toronto 125
Indiana 123, New Orleans 114
Minnesota 110, Memphis 101
Chicago 132, Cleveland 123, 2OT
Denver 117, Sacramento 96
L.A. Lakers at L.A. Clippers, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Milwaukee at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Utah at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Atlanta at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Golden State at New York, 7:30 

p.m.
Oklahoma City at San Antonio, 

8:30 p.m.
Houston at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Miami at Denver, 10 p.m.
Washington at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 

p.m.
Friday’s Games
Charlotte at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Cleveland at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Golden State at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Indiana at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Portland at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Milwaukee at Chicago, 10 p.m.
Washington at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 

p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

Wednesday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers 4, Columbus 1
St. Louis at Edmonton, 8:30 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Arizona at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Buffalo at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Carolina at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Florida, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Vegas at Boston, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Winnipeg at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Colorado at Chicago, 9 p.m.
Los Angeles at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Anaheim at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
Spring Training

Wednesday’s Games
Detroit 5, Pittsburgh 3
Washington 4, Boston 3
Baltimore 12, Minnesota 3
Atlanta 7, Philadelphia 7
Toronto 3, Tampa Bay 2
Houston 6, Miami 1
N.Y. Mets 3, St. Louis 0
San Diego 3, Chicago White Sox 1
Oakland 7, San Francisco 4
Texas 6, L.A. Dodgers 4
Arizona 8, Cleveland 6
Colorado 3, L.A. Angels 1
Kansas City 9, Seattle 7
Chicago Cubs 6, Milwaukee 1

Thursday’s Games
Boston vs Detroit at Fort Myers, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
St. Louis vs Washington at Jupiter, 

Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (ss) vs Kansas 

City at Phoenix, 3:05 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard

By CHRIS GOFF 
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 
— Pascal Siakam had 24 
points and 11 rebounds, 
Tyrese Haliburton added 
17 points and 13 assists 
— four on late consecu-
tive possessions — and 
the Indiana Pacers beat 
the New Orleans Pelicans 
123-114 on Wednesday 
night.

The teams will com-
plete the home-and-home 
set Friday night in New 
Orleans.

“It’s a massively impor-
tant win,” said Indiana 
coach Rick Carlisle, allud-
ing to his team’s 34-26 
record with 22 games to 
play. “This time of year, 
each game has such great 
meaning.”

Brandon Ingram had 30 
points and six rebounds for 
the Pelicans, who lost for 
the third time in their past 
four games. CJ McCollum 
added 23 points and six 
rebounds and Zion Wil-
liamson also scored 23 
points.

Once behind by 20, 
New Orleans crept within 
three before Haliburton 
took over in crunch time. 
His stepback 3-pointer 
from the right wing extend-
ed the lead to 115-109 with 
2:56 to play. Haliburton 
then assisted on three con-
secutive baskets by Siakam 
in the lane, the last a fast-
break dunk that put New 
Orleans behind 121-111 

with 1:17 to go, before 
finding Myles Turner for 
another basket in the final 
minute.

“I knew he’s a pass-
first kind of guy,” Siakam 
said about Haliburton, the 
NBA’ assists leader. “With 
the gravity that he has on 
offense, I’m just trying to 
make the right reads, the 
right cuts, and I know the 
ball is going to find me. 
We’ve got something spe-
cial. I’m happy to be on the 
same team.”

Turner finished with 
14 points and 10 rebounds 
for the Pacers, who shot 
49% from the field and 
made 14 3-pointers. Obi 
Toppin added 16 points 
and six rebounds, Benne-
dict Mathurin scored 16 
points, and T.J. McConnell 
had eight points and nine 
assists.

Indiana seized control 
early, finishing a domi-
nant first quarter with a 
40-24 advantage. McCo-
nne l l ’s  uncha l l enged 
learner in the lane pushed 
the gap to 44-24 and 

prompted a timeout by 
New Orleans coach Wille 
Green early in the second 
period.

Mixing in some zone 
defense,  the Pelicans 
slowed Indiana’s scor-
ing over the next 10 min-
utes and cut the deficit 
to 64-53 at halftime. A 
10-point third quarter from 
Mathurin helped the Pacers 
carry a 96-86 lead to the 
fourth.

“Extremely proud of our 
group under the circum-
stances,” Green said. “This 
was an extremely tough 
game. For us to get down 
20 and battle back against a 
really good team, this was 
a growth moment.”

Indiana played with-
out starting wing Aaron 
Nesmith (sprained right 
ankle) and reserve for-
ward Doug McDermott 
(sprained right calf).

Dyson Daniels, one of 
New Orleans’ top perim-
eter defenders who was 
tied for 13th in the league 
in steals per game, missed 
his eighth straight because 
of a meniscus tear. Starting 
center Jonas Valanciunas, 
averaging 13.7 points and 
9.6 rebounds per game, 
played only seven minutes 
and did not score.

“We knew we were 
going to have to go small,” 
Green said. “It allows you 
to stay in front of them 
defensively. (Sitting Valan-
ciunas) was the adjustment 
for us.”

Pacers beat Pelicans to 
open home-and-home set

NASCAR CUP SERIES
Pennzoil 400 presented by Jiffy Lube

Site: Las Vegas.
Schedule: Saturday, practice, 2:05 p.m., and qualifying, 

2:50; Sunday, race, 3:30 p.m. (FOX).
Last race: Daniel Suarez narrowly edged Ryan Blaney and 

Kyle Busch in the closest finish in Atlanta history for his sec-
ond career victory in the top series.

Next race: March 10, Avondale, Arizona.
NASCAR XFINITY SERIES

The LiUNA
Site: Las Vegas.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 6:35 p.m., and qualifying, 7:05 

p.m.; Saturday, race, 5 p.m. (FS1).
Last race: Hill won his second straight race to open the sea-

son, surging to the lead on an overtime restart when teammate 
Jesse Love ran out of gas at Atlanta.

NASCAR TRUCK SERIES
Victoria’s Voice Foundation 

200 presented by Westgate Resorts
Site: Las Vegas.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 4:35 p.m., qualifying, 5:05 p.m., 

and race, 9 p.m. (FS1).
Last race: Busch moved to the lead when Grant Enfin-

ger had tire problems with six laps to go and won in the truck 
series for the seventh time at Atlanta.

Next race: March 16, Bristol, Tennessee.
FORMULA ONE

Bahrain Grand Prix
Site: Sakhir, Bahrain.
Track: Bahrain International Circuit.
Last race: Verstappen completed his third consecutive 

championship season by winning the season finale in Abu 
Dhabi, his seventh consecutive victory and season-record 19th 
in 22 races in 2023.

Next race: March 10, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
INDYCAR

Last race: Scott Dixon won last year’s season finale at 
Laguna Seca, his third win of the season, all in the last four 
races. The six-time champion gave Chip Ganassi Racing a 1-2 
finish in the standings.

Next race: Season opener at St. Petersburg, Florida, March 
10.

NHRA DRAG RACING
Next event: March 7-10, Gainesville, Florida.

WORLD OF OUTLAWS
Next events: March 3 & 4, Barberville, Florida.



BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

CRANKSHAFT

CROSSWORD By Eugene ShefferBUY IT
SELL IT
RENT IT
FIND IT
FILL IT
GET IT
    DO IT
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

!
Place Your Ad 24/7/365!
www.news-banner.com

Navigating forgiveness 
and boundaries

Dear Annie: I am 70 years old and 
blessed with two well-settled and caring 
grown children (one son and one daugh-
ter), who have each been blessed with two 
kids of their own, making me a grandma 
of 4 under 4; for which I’m very excited 
and grateful. Every day of my life, it gives 
me positive energy. 

My marriage of 36 years fell apart six 
years ago. My ex-husband started having 
issues with our kids as they were teen-
agers, and the family conflicts became 
worse. My ex seemed to change his whole 
personality in his middle age. The best 
father in the world (which is what we con-
sidered him) used to work tirelessly to care 
for the family and, of course, helped our 
children with their education, their person-
al lives, etc. 

Unfortunately, he has slowly evolved 
over the course of 10 years into a control-
ling, short-tempered and somewhat abu-
sive man. Our children, once they were 
grown, and I tried our best to get help, to 
not to break the family. Our efforts were 
met with anger on his end. 

I’m very old-fashioned and spiritual, 
and I didn’t want to leave him. Finally, 
when he got into gambling, wasting our 
hard-earned money, I had to legally split 
after much therapy and counseling for 
myself. Our adult children, already mar-
ried and settled by this time, supported me 
all the way. In fact, my daughter even let 
me live with her in her newly built home, 
adding a suite for my privacy, and I feel so 
blessed in this regard, too. 

I know he is not involved in any other 
relationship, and I am not either; I am not 
interested in dating at all at this time. He 
just became more angry at all of us — 
somewhat making himself believe that we 
didn’t care for him. I prayed so hard for his 
conversion and reconciliation so he could 
meet his adorable grandchildren. It hurts 
me so much that the little angels don’t 
know all these stories about their grandfa-
ther, and now the oldest has started asking 
questions. 

My son and daughter are not interested 
in having him come visit. When they had 

reached out in the 
past, he did not 
seem to care, and 
he has refused to 
go to counseling 
or even take advice 
from his own fam-
ily. We think he 
has a personality 
disorder and is in 
total denial. 

Please advise me, at this time, should I 
leave the stubborn grandpa alone or con-
tinue to attempt reconciliation? So far, my 
children want nothing to do with him, and 
I can only push them so much. I have been 
able to forgive my husband 100 percent, 
and I understand that I can only pray and 
wish for him to open his eyes one day. I 
have told him this many times. Forgive-
ness is very powerful and gives me peace, 
knowing I tried my best. 

He is also 70 years old, lives by him-
self, is in pretty good health and is doing 
OK financially (no more hard gambling 
now, and he retired, too). — Brokenheart-
ed Grandma

Dear Brokenhearted Grandma: It’s evi-
dent that you love your family, including 
your ex-husband, despite the challenges 
you’ve faced.

While forgiveness is a powerful tool for 
finding peace, it’s also important to recog-
nize the boundaries you need for your own 
well-being and that of your family. Your 
children have made their feelings known 
regarding their relationship with him, and 
pushing them further may only strain your 
relationship with them.

At this point, continuing to pray for 
your ex-husband’s well-being and recon-
ciliation may be the most you can do. His 
refusal to seek counseling or acknowledge 
the family’s concerns suggests he may not 
be ready to confront his behavior.

Focus on cherishing the precious 
moments with your family and finding joy 
in the love and support they offer.

Send your questions for Annie Lane to 
dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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The LOCKHORNS

In God’s kingdom, 
Christ is King

TV & Entertainment Weekly | February 24 - March 1, 2024 14 | Thursday prime time

02/29 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
< Another Perfect Stranger (‘07) 
Jefferson Moore, Ruby Lewis. 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Perry 
Stone 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Today 
With God 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Sheldon
(N) 

Ghosts (N) So Help Me Todd (N) Elsbeth "Pilot" (P) (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago P.D. "She's Got 
Us" 

Chicago P.D. "Start 
Digging" 

Chicago P.D. "The 
Silos" 

Chicago P.D. "Made a 
Wrong Turn" 

Chicago P.D. "All 
Cylinders Firing" 

Chicago P.D. "Big 
Friends Big Enemies" 

Chicago P.D. "A War 
Zone" 

Chicago P.D. "Some 
Friend" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

American Idol "702 (Auditions)" Singers compete 
for the grand prize. 

Will Trent "It's the Work 
I Signed up For" 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Law & Order "On the 
Ledge" (N) 

Law & Order: SVU
"Carousel" (N) 

Law & Order "Beyond 
the Sea" (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Papa 
Pill" 

King "Soft 
Touch" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline "Graduation 
Night" 

Chicago P.D. "Debts of 
the Past" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld
"The Note"

Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) The 

Conners 
The 
Conners 

Son of a 
Critch (N) 

Children 
Ruin (N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Craft in America 
"Neighbors" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Arts In 
Focus (N) 

A Home for the Arts Bee Gees-Time Following the Bee Gees from their 
roots in England to superstardom on a global scale.

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Craft in America 
"Neighbors" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Creatures A virtual travelogue of locations from the 
series, featuring Skeldale House & Heston Grange. 

Rick Steves' Heart of 
Italy 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Next Level Chef (N) Farmer Wants a Wife
(N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Theresa Caputo: 

Raising Spirits 
Theresa Caputo "High 
Hair, High Tea" 

Theresa Caputo: 
Raising Spirits (N) 

(:05) Baby
(N) 

(:35) Baby
(N) 

(:05) Theresa Caputo: 
Raising Spirits 

Theresa Caputo "High 
Hair, High Tea" 

FX  24 132 136 148 <++ Pitch Perfect 3 (‘17) Anna Kendrick. <+++ Spider-Man: No Way Home (‘21) Zendaya, Tom Holland. <+++ Spider-Man: No Way Home (‘21) Zendaya, Tom Holland.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:00) <+ Mr. Deeds 
(‘02) Adam Sandler. 

<+++ Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story (‘04, 
Comedy) Christine Taylor, Ben Stiller, Vince Vaughn.

<+++ Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story (‘04, 
Comedy) Christine Taylor, Ben Stiller, Vince Vaughn.

Botched "You're So 
Vein" (N) 

E! News
(N) 

Botched "You're So 
Vein" 

Botched 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ World War Z (2013, Horror) Mireille Enos, James Badge 
Dale, Brad Pitt. 

<++ The Day After Tomorrow (2004, Action) Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Ian Holm, Dennis Quaid. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter Wm. Basketball Virginia Tech at Notre Dame From 

Purcell Pavilion in Notre Dame, Ind. (L) (N) 
NHL Hockey Colorado Avalanche at Chicago Blackhawks From 
the United Center in Chicago. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt 
(L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 The Point (L) (N) ESPN BET Top 16 Basketball Memphis at East Carolina (L) (N) Wm. Basketball LSU at Georgia (L) (N) Basketball Gonzaga at San Francisco (L) (N) 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line Basketball Athletes Unlimited, a player-centric women's 

sports organization, showcases top basketball players. 
MLB Baseball Washington Nationals at St. Louis 
Cardinals From Roger Dean Stadium in Jupiter, Fla. 

Sports 
Stars 

Life
Missouri 

The Icons
Nick Saban 

Golf Life World Poker WPT Cash 
Game - Part 5 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: SVU "In 
Loco Parentis" 

Law & Order: SVU "At 
Midnight in Manhattan" 

Law-SVU "Nightmares 
in Drill City" 

<+++ The Avengers (2012, Action) Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, Robert 
Downey Jr.. 

Law & Order: SVU
"Devastating Story" 

Law-SVU "Once Upon a 
Time in El Barrio" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught!

"Heists" 
Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! 

(N) 
Hustlers "The Master of 
Disguises" 

Hustlers Gamblers
"$4.5 Million Gamble" 

Caught! Caught! Caught! 

TLC  36 73 183 280 90 Day Fiancé Little People Little People My 600-lb Life My 600-lb Life My 600-lb Life "Brandi and Kandi's Story" My 600-lb Life

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Swamp People "Enemy 
Transformed" 

Swamp People
"Monster Highway" 

Swamp People "Curse 
of Graveyard Island" 

Swamp People "Gator Stakes" (N) (:35) Swamp People
"Brace for Battle" (N) 

(:35) Swamp People "Chasing a 
Legend" 

(:05) Swamp People 
"Gator Stakes" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Birthday Girl" The First 48 First 48 "Street Life" The First 48 (N) Taking the Stand (N) (:05) Undercover (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < A Royal Winter 
(‘17) Merritt Patterson. 

< Paging Mr. Darcy (2024, Romance) Will Kemp,
Jinny Wong, Mallory Jansen. 

< Sense and Sensibility (‘24, Romance) Deborah 
Ayorinde, Victoria Ekanoye, Bethany Antonia. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
Quantum Leap Quantum Leap Quantum Leap "Blind 

Faith: February 6, 1964" 
Quantum Leap Quantum Leap Quantum Leap "Jimmy: 

October 14, 1964" 
Quantum Leap "So Help 
Me God: July 29, 1957" 

Quantum Leap

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Jokers (N) Jokers <+ What Happens in Vegas (‘08) Cameron Diaz. 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
<++ 300: Rise of an Empire (2014, Action) Eva 
Green, Lena Headey, Sullivan Stapleton. 

NBA Tip-
Off (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Golden State Warriors at New York Knicks
From Madison Square Garden in New York. (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Miami Heat at Denver Nuggets From Ball Arena 
in Denver. (L) (N) 

Inside the 
NBA (L) (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:30) < Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay, Part 1 

<+++ The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 2 (2015, Sci-Fi) Josh 
Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

<++ Rampage (2018, Action) Naomie Harris, Malin Akerman,
Dwayne Johnson. (P) 

<+++ First Blood (‘82) Richard 
Crenna, Sylvester Stallone. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office (:35) Office (:10) Office (:45) Office (:20) The Office (:55) Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show SouthPark South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak NASCAR 

Hub (L) (N) 
College Basketball Nebraska at Ohio State From 
Schottenstein Center in Columbus, Ohio. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Michigan at Rutgers From 
Jersey Mike's Arena in Piscataway, N.J. (L) (N) 

College Basketball UCLA at Washington From 
Alaska Airlines Arena in Seattle. (L) (N) 

Back to 
School 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Cursed" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Red Flag" Bold & Bougie Bold & Bougie (N) Bold & Bougie Mama June Bold & Bougie

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Southern Charm Summer House Real Housewives Real Housewives (N) Summer House (N) WatchWhat (:45) Summer "House of Cards" Real Housewives 
NICK  68  170 299 Patrick (N) Rock Paper Loud House Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Hamster & Hamster & Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Jessie Jessie Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(:15) <+++ Spider-Man (2002, Action) Willem Dafoe, Kirsten Dunst, Tobey 
Maguire. 

(:55) <+++ Spider-Man 2 (2004, Action) Kirsten Dunst, James Franco, Tobey 
Maguire. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:05) <++ The A-Team 
(‘10) Liam Neeson. 

(:05) <+++ Up in the Air (2009, Comedy Drama)
Vera Farmiga, Anna Kendrick, George Clooney. 

Enthus-
iasm 

(:35) <+++ The Color Purple (2023, Musical) Taraji P. Henson,
Danielle Brooks, Fantasia Barrino. 

Jerrod Carmichael: 
Rothaniel 

<++ D...: The Musical 
(‘23) Megan Mullally. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(:55) <+ A Night at the 
Roxbury Will Ferrell. 

(:15) <++ Jennifer's Body (2009, Horror) Amanda 
Seyfried, Johnny Simmons, Megan Fox. 

<+ Scary Movie 2 (‘01)
Shawn Wayans. 

(:25) <++ Scary Movie 3 (‘03)
Anthony Anderson, Anna Faris. 

(:50) <++ Dumb and Dumber To (2014, Comedy)
Jeff Daniels, Kathleen Turner, Jim Carrey. 

(:40) < Fluffy 
Movie 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:30) <+++ Love & Basketball 
(‘00) Omar Epps, Sanaa Lathan. 

(:35) <++ Last Holiday (2006, Comedy) Gérard 
Depardieu, LL Cool J, Queen Latifah. 

< Kokomo City (‘23) (:45) The Woman "A 
Little Resurrection" 

(:45) <+++ American Hustle (2013, Crime Story) Bradley 
Cooper, Jeremy Renner, Christian Bale. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:50) < Fade to Black (‘06) Paz Vega, 
Christopher Walken, Danny Huston. 

(:35) < V for Vengeance (‘22) Grace 
Van Dien, Jocelyn Hudon. 

<+++ Miller's Crossing (1990, Crime Story)
Albert Finney, Marcia Gay Harden, Gabriel Byrne. 

<+++ Bad Lieutenant (‘92) Frankie 
Thorn, Zoë Lund, Harvey Keitel. 

< The Collective (‘23) Ruby Rose, 
Sasha Banks, Lucas Till. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I’ve been 
told that government was 
ordained by God but it 
seems that government and 
kingdoms have both failed. 
I thought America had it 
figured out, but our govern-
ing bodies are imploding as 
well. There’s chaos every-
where. What hope is left if 
we can’t depend on proper 
oversight of the people? – 
F.G.

Answer: The govern-
ment in God’s kingdom is 
unique. It is not a democ-
racy where the people gov-
ern, but a “Christocracy” 
where Christ is the supreme 
Authority. In a government 
of unredeemed people, 
democracy is the only fair 
and equitable system. But 
no democracy can ever 
be better than the people 

who make it up. When 
people are selfishly 
motivated, the govern-

ment will be inequitable. 
When people are dishon-
est, the government will be 
the same. When everyone 
wants his or her own way, 
someone is going to get 
hurt.

But in God’s kingdom, 
Christ is King. He is com-
passionate, fair, merciful, 
and just. When He is sov-
ereign in people’s hearts, 
anguish turns to peace, 
hatred is transformed into 
love, and misunderstanding 
turns to understanding.

God’s kingdom is also 
lasting. The history of man 
has been a continuous series 
of half successes and total 
failures. Prosperity exists 
for a time, only to be fol-
lowed by war and depres-
sion. Civilizations have 

come and gone, and people 
still battle with the same 
problems.

One day, the kingdom 
of God will abide forever. 
The fluctuations of time, the 
swinging of the pendulum 
from war to peace, from 
starvation to plenty, from 
chaos to order, will end for-
ever. The Bible says, “And 
of His kingdom there will be 
no end” (Luke 1:33, NKJV).

For believers in Jesus 
Christ, God not only gives 
us a new relationship with 
Him but He makes us citi-
zens of His kingdom and 
gives us a new family — the 
family of God.

(This column is based on 
the words and writings of 
the late Rev. Billy Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-

cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West
Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to
prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

Lottery Numbers
Public Notices

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 12-17-23-28-

44
Lotto Plus — 03-15-18-

27-28-35
Cash4Life — 07-08-19-

22-33, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

02-03-09-19-21-24-28-34-
37-42-52-53-58-59-60-62-
65-69-72-73, BE: 58

Daily Three-Midday — 
09-02-06, SB: 06

Daily Three-Evening — 
08-02-04, SB: 00

Daily Four-Midday — 
07-07-03-00, SB: 06

Daily Four-Evening — 
04-03-06-04, SB: 00

Quick Draw Evening — 
02-06-12-15-16-19-26-37-
41-44-46-48-49-57-64-66-
71-73-74-80, BE: 06

Hoosier Lotto — 02-11-
22-23-33-41

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $607 million
POWERBALL

16-26-29-38-50 Power-
ball: 06; Power Play: 2X

NOTICE
The City of Bluffton will receive 

sealed bids for the construction 
of sidewalks/curbs and concrete 
repair. Specifications and Notice 
to Bidders may be obtained from 
the Clerk Treasurer’s Office, 128 E 
Market St, Bluffton, IN, 46714, from 
8 am-4:30 pm Mon-Fri. Sealed bids 
must be returned to the Clerk Trea-
surer’s Office by 4:30p.m on Tues-
day, March 12, 2024 to be opened 
at the Board of Works and Public 
Safety at 4:30 p.m. on March 12, 
2024.

nb 2/22, 2/29
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
AREA PLAN COMMISSION 

2/21/2024
Notice as required by IC 36-7-

4-610 is hereby given in regards 
to the adoptions of amendments 
to the Wells County Zoning Ordi-
nance, Wells County Subdivision 
Control Ordinance, and Wells 
County Flood Damage Prevention 
Ordinance.

 Subject Matter:
  A) Wells County Zoning 

Ordinance Amendments 
   1) Removal of Communica-

tion Tower Requirements
   2) Establishing Pond Staff 

Development Plan
   3) Adjusting Legal Ad Fee 

to $50
   4) Adjusting Paper and Digi-

tal Submission of Petion Require-
ments

   5) Requiring Signed and 
Written Violation Complaints

   6) Addition of Battery Stor-
age System (Grid Scale and User 
Scale)

   7) Adding Permitted Dis-
tricts for Daycare Centers

   8) Adding Permitted Dis-
tricts for Farm Implements Sales, 
Service, and Repair

   9) Reorganizing Lot Size, 
Setbacks, and Height Restrictions 
Table

   10) Establishing Higher 
Right-of-way Requirements for 
Collector and Arterial Roadways

   11) Intergrading Sight Trian-
gle Requirements into Ordinance

   12) Adjusting Participating 
Property Setbacks and Electric 
Wire Requirements for Solar Ener-
gy Systems

   13) Establishing New Junk 
Definition

  B) Wells County Subdivision 
Control Ordinance Amendments

   1) Removal of Communica-
tion Tower Requirements

   2 )  Es tab l i sh ing  New 
Approval Process for Division of a 
Minor Subdivision

   3) Adjusting Findings of 
Fact and Ruling Requirements

   4) Establishing Lot Size 
and Setback Table for Preexisting 
Structures

   5) Adjusting Road Connec-
tivity Requirements for Major Sub-
divisions, PUDs, and Development 
Plans

   6) Changing Storm Water 
Standards

  C) Wells County Flood Dam-
age Prevention Ordinance Amend-
ments

   1) Zanesville-Allen County 
Flood Map Added

   2) Manufactured Home 
Standards Update

ADOPTION DATE: March 11, 
2024

AFFECTED AREAS: All of 
Wells County, Indiana excepting 
the incorporated area of the Town 
of Markle and including all of the 
Town of Zanesville both in Wells 
and Allen County.

VIOLATION PENALTY: Civil 
action in conformance with IC 
36-7-4-1014, IC 36-1-6-4, and IC 
34-28-5-1, and any amendments 
thereto.

LOCATION FOR INSPEC-
TION: Wells County Area Plan 
Commission, 223 W. Washington 
St, Bluffton, Indiana 46714 and 
Wells County Public Library 200 W. 
Washington St, Bluffton, Indiana 
46714.

Dated this 21st day of Febru-
ary, 2024

 WELLS COUNTY AREA 
 PLAN COMMISSION

Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr., 
 Director
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Jefferson Township, Wells County, Indiana
Annual Financial Report - 2023

Cash & Investments Combined Statement
Local Local Fund Beg Cash           End Cash
Fund Name & Inv Bal           & Inv Bal
Number  Jan. 1, 2023 Receipts  Disbursements Dec. 31, 2023
Governmental Activities
101008 General Fund $154,092.87 $81,161.59 $94,897.39 $140,357.07
102086 Township Assistance $24,597.56 $10,683.40 $42,864.94 -$7,583.98
102087 Fire Fighting $35,649.59 $23,052.90 $39,069.08 $19,633.41
102194 Rainy Day $20,609.00 $0.00 $0.00 $20,609.00
104206 Cumulative Fire $79,108.53 $36,311.77 $3,500.00 $111,920.30
903052 Fire Equipment Debt $12,466.81 $52,900.06 $52,688.56 $12,678.31
999999 Payroll Withholding $1,376.60 $5,145.75 $5,409.87 $1,112.48
 GRAND TOTAL $327,900.96 $209.255.47 $238,429.84 $298,726.59

CERTIFICATION
State of Indiana
SS:
Wells County
I, Larry Heckber, Trustee of JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP, Wells County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the 

penalty of perjury that the preceding report contains the information required by Indiana code 36-6-4-13, and is, 
true and correct; that the amounts with which I am charged in this report are all of the amounts received by me; 
and that the various items of expenditures credited have been fully paid in the amounts stated; that such pay-
ments were made without express or implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid 
to me or to any other person. A complete abstract that contains the statements required under Indiana Code 
36-6-4-13(a)(5) and (a)(6) is available for inspection in the county auditor’s office.

I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers showing 
the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required by law in the office 
of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the Township Board and the State 
Board of Accounts. Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer of the township.

Larry Heckber
JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP Trustee
Telephone: 260-704-6625
Date this report was to be submitted: 2-27-2024
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of JEFFERSON 

TOWNSHIP at its annual meeting, this 21st day of February, 2024.
David Haiflich
Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this 21st 

day of February, 2024.
Township Board:
David Haiflich
Andrew J. Springer
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Tab Rate Chart for the year 2023 Payable 2024
Notice is hereby given that the Tax Duplicates for the Taxing Units of Wells County, for the year 2023 payable 2024, are now in the hands of the Wells County Auditor, who is ready to receive the Taxes charged thereon. 
The following table shows the rate of taxation on each $100.00 of Taxable Real Estate, Personal Property and Mobile Homes. The first installment will be delinquent after May 10, 2024. 
Second installment will be delinquent after November 12, 2024. Lisa McCormick, Auditor, Auditor of Wells County.
   
  90 001 90 002 90 003 90 004 90 005 90 006 90 007 90 008 90 009 90 010 90 011 90 012 90 013 90 014 90 015 90 016 90 017 90 018 90 019 90 020 90 021 90 022
  Chester Poneto - Harrison Bluffton- Poneto - Vera Cruz Jackson Jefferson Ossian Lancaster Bluffton City - Bluffton City - Liberty Poneto - Nottingham Rockcreek Markle - Uniondale - Union Markle - Uniondale - Zanesville
Fund Fund Name  Chester  Harrison Harrison      Lancaster NW Lancaster - BH  Liberty   Rockcreek Rockcreek  Union Union  

    61 County Rainy Day
  101 Wells County General 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678 0.1678
  124 20015 Reassessment 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131 0.0131
  702 Highway
  706 Local Road & Street
  790 County Cum Bridge 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250 0.0250
  801 Health 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072 0.0072
2003 County 4-H 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034 0.0034
2391 County Cum Capital  0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333
  Development
90 1 Total COUNTY 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498 0.2498
    61 Township Rainy Day
  101 Township General        0.0022 0.0022    0.0058 0.0058 0.0067 0.0171 0.0171 0.0171` 0.0059 0.0059 0.0059 0.0059
  840 Township Assistance        0.0095 0.0095 0.0107 0.0107 0.0107       0.0020 0.0020 0.0020 0.0020
1101 TWP Emerg Ambul/                 
   Med Fire                
1111 Township Fire        0.0055 0.0534     0.0191  0.0122 0.0039   0.0055
1181 Township Fire Bldg Debt             0.0148
1182 TWP Fire Equipment        0.0255       0.0099 0.0199   0.0174
  Debt
1190 TWP Cum Fire 0.0200       0.0007     0.0118  0.0166 0.0123   0.0119
8604 Special Fire Territory     
  General
8692 Special Fire Territory   
  Equip.          
90 2 Total TOWNSHIP 0.0200 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0055 0.0913 0.0117 0.0107 0.0107 0.0107 0.0515 0.0058 0.0454 0.0532 0.0171 0.0171 0.0427 0.0079 0.0079 0.0079
   61 CORP Rainy Day
 101 Corp General  0.7427  0.1228 0.7427 0.0907   0.1098  0.1228 0.1228  0.7427   0.9747 0.2959  0.9747 0.2959 0.0659
 342 CORP Police Pension
 706 CORP Road & Street
 708 CORP Motor Vehicle    0.1187     0.1244  0.1187 0.1187        
  Highway
1108 Municipal Fire                      0.1524
1111 CORP Fire                      
1191 CORP Cum Fire Special         0.0167
1301 CORP Park & Recreation    0.1219       0.1219 0.1219
1303 CORP Park         0.0229 0.0229        0.0793   0.0793
2379 CORP Cum Cap IMP
2391 CORP Cum Cap Dev    0.0437     0.0456  0.0437 0.0437     0.0206 0.0289  0.0206 0.0289 0.0500
8604 Special Fire General                        
8692 Special Fire Equipment                                       
8704 Spd Fire Territory Gen     0.1898 0.1898           0.1898 0.1898 0.1898                    
   Post22
8792 SPC Fire Terr Eq Repl     0.0333 0.0333           0.0333 0.0333 0.0333
   Post 22
90 3 Total CITY/TOWN 0.0000 0.7427 0.2231 0.6302 0.7427 0.0907 0.0000 0.0229 0.3194 0.2231 0.6302 0.6302 0.0000 0.7427 0.0000 0.0000 1.0746 0.3248 0.0000 1.0746 0.3248 0.2683
    22 REF SCH POST 09 0.1221 0.1221     0.1221      0.1221 0.1221 0.1221
    61 School Rainy Day
  180 School Debt Service 0.1244 0.1244 0.4879 0.4879 0.4879 0.4879 0.1244 0.3776 0.3776 0.3776 0.3776 0.4879 0.1244 0.1244 0.1244 0.3776 0.3776 0.3776 0.3776 0.3776 0.3776 0.3776
  287 Referendum Debt        0.0790 0.0790 0.0790 0.0790     0.0790 0.0790 0.0790 0.0790 0.0790 0.0790 0.0790
    Post 09                
3101  EDUCATION, School
  District
3300 OPERATIONS, School 0.3974 0.3974 0.4810 0.4810 0.4810 0.4810 0.3974 0.4401 0.4401 0.4401 0.4401 0.4810 0.3974 0.3974 0.3974 0.4401 0.4401 0.4401 0.4401 0.4401 0.4401 0.4401 
  district
90 4  Total SCHOOL  0.6439 0.6439 0.9689 0.9689 0.9689 0.9689 0.6439 0.8967 0.8967 0.8967 0.8967 0.9689 0.6439 0.6439 0.6439 0.8967 0.8967 0.8967 0.8967 0.8967 0.8967 0.8967
    61 Library Rainy Day
  101 Library General 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.0495 0.2163 0.0495 0.0495 0.2163 0.0495 0.0495
  180 Library Debt Service 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154 0.0154  0.0154 0.0154  0.0154 0.0154
2011 LIRF
90 5 Total LIBRARY 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.0649 0.2163 0.0649 0.0649 0.2163 0.0649 0.0649
8210 Special Solid Waste 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066
  Management
90 6 Total SPECIAL UNIT 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066 0.0066
 301-ROCKCREEK 0.0157 0.0157 0.0157  0.0157        0.0157 0.0157 0.0157 0.0157      
  CONS.
90 7 Total CONSERVANCY 0.0157 0.0157 0.0157 0.0000 0.0157 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0157 0.0157 0.0157 0.0157 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
 Total Tax Rates (Less 0.9852 1.7079 1.5133 1.9204 2.0329 1.3809 0.9707 1.3322 1.5491 1.4518 1.8589 1.9311 1.0167 1.7137 1.0106 1.2712 2.4611 1.5599 1.2607 2.4519 1.5507 1.4942
  Conservancy) 
Lisa McCormick, Auditor
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SERVICES

Services

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-

VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

Help Wanted

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous
EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

5 for $5

EARN EXTRA CASH by sell-
ing your "unwanted" items dur-
ing the month of February. A
20-word, line classified ad for
5 days is only $5! For Sale
Items Only. Excludes Garage
Sales. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner office at 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, (260)
824-0224, or place online at
news-banner.com and click on
classifieds.

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and physiological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Pre-Applica-
tion can be found on our web-
site at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once pre-application is com-
pleted, details on the paper
application will be emailed to
the applicant. Return complet-
ed paper application to 1615
W Western Ave, Bluffton, Indi-
ana 46714 Attn: Chief Deputy
Randy Steele no later than
12:00 pm on March 15, 2024.

Services
ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-
965-4916 (I)

HELOISE HINT: Looking for 
a new job? Experts say to be 
organized, establish a routine 
and set up weekly targets or 
goals. Email HELOISE@Helo-
ise.com.

Read & recycle


