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Hartford City man sentenced for outburst, resisting police
By SYDNEY KENT

Robby Lee Bullard, 38, Hart-
ford City, was sentenced to five 
years in the Indiana Department 
of Correction with two years sus-
pended. 

In September of last year, Bul-
lard was charged with battery with 
bodily injury to a public safety 
official, a Level 5 felony, three 
counts of resisting law enforce-
ment, all Level 6 felonies, and 

resisting law enforcement and 
criminal trespassing, both Class A 
misdemeanors.

The charges were filed in con-
nection to a 911 call. According 
to a probable cause affidavit, Bul-
lard’s family member called the 
police when he refused to leave 
the property. The family member 
stated that he appeared to be on 
an intoxicant and potentially hal-
lucinating as well, and even refer-

enced someone who is no longer 
alive.

Officers reportedly directed 
Bullard to leave the residence on 
multiple occasions; he refused. His 
vehicle was also parked in a no-
parking zone on Silver Street. He 
was eventually taken to the Wells 
County Jail without incident. 
However, when Bullard arrived, 
his behavior became irrational and 
aggressive.

After multiple altercations and 
attempts to resist officers, Bullard 
was tased. He then needed medi-
cal clearance. The police report 
noted that after Bullard returned 
to the jail, his behavior escalated. 
Bullard was again tased multiple 
times, yet continued to disobey 
commands. He eventually com-
plied with the commands. When 
the handcuffs were fully removed, 
Bullard lay on the floor of the jail 

cell and “screamed unintelligibly,” 
the affidavit reads.

During the hearing, Bullard 
claimed that he was not on any 
drugs at the time of the incident. 
He also told the court that he was 
days away from the end of his 
probation for a charge involving 
methamphetamine use.

Bullard requested to serve the 
entirety of his sentence on house 

Norwell hosts ribbon 
cutting for precision 
machining class

The precision maching 
instructor, Dusty Clifton, 
showed administrators and 
community members how 
the students use a piece 
of equipment to engrave a 
design during a ribbon cut-
ting Friday. At far left, Susan 
Mendenhall, representing 
the Don Wood Foundation, 
shares her excitement for the 
program. At left is Brittany 
Kloer, Area 18 CTE director, 
who has championed the 
project to fruition (Photos by 
Holly Gaskill)

By HOLLY GASKILL
Norwell High School celebrat-

ed the addition of its precision 
machining program Friday with a 
special ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

The program was made pos-
sible through a $480,000 grant 
from the Don Woods Foundation 
and local partnerships. The school 
was able to purchase multiple 
types of industry-standard equip-
ment to develop a large breadth of 
transferable skills. It also joins the 
expanding list of career and tech-
nical courses available to all Wells 
County students. 

Susan Mendenhall, vice presi-
dent of programs at the Don Wood 
Foundation, was present Friday to 
mark the occasion. 

“Young people can’t be what 
they can’t see,” Mendenhall said. 
“And this is an opportunity to 
invest in the future of individuals 
who are going to join our work-
force and help build thriving com-
munities in Wells County and 
beyond. We’re just so pleased to 
have that opportunity.”  

“From the manufacturers of 
Wells County, we’re all very excit-
ed,” said Greg Roembke of the 
Adams Wells Manufacturing Alli-
ance. “Every company in Wells 
County that’s in manufacturing has 
been a part of this process, through 

helping spec out equipment, to the 
layouts, to giving advice for what 
we’re looking for in new hires. I 
guarantee you, every single manu-
facturer in Wells County is hiring 
right now — every single one. 
And these are phenomenal jobs.” 

In the program’s inaugural year, 
about 20 students have taken the 
course from teacher Dusty Clifton. 
Clifton worked in the industry for 
over 20 years and has relished the 
opportunity to introduce students 
to a possible career pathway. With 
what might be considered a rather 
technical role, the hours spent with 
students discovering their passion 
and ability have tugged on Clif-
ton’s heartstrings. 

Clifton particularly commend-
ed two students, Calvin Cozad 
and Landon Daniel, who used the 
machine tools to make keychains 
for the classroom’s guests. The 
keychains were rectangular metal 
tags etched with the words “Nor-
well Precision Machining” and 
attached to a key ring.

Multiple school administrators 
and leaders credited Kloer as a driv-
ing force in the project’s comple-
tion.

“If it wasn’t for (Kloer), cham-
pioning this program, it wouldn’t 
have happened,” said Chad 

‘Made in Indiana’ tour
Above, U.S. Senator Todd 
Young, middle, was shown 

around the WEG facility in Bluff-
ton by Managing Director Silvio 

Billo, left, Finance Manager John 
Stauffer, right and Industrial 

Manager Gustavo Slongo. WEG 
has seen $20 million of invest-

ment over the last five years 
and is working to optimize the 
production process of electri-
cal motors. Young mentioned 

Bluffton being in a manufactur-
ing intensive region of Indiana 
and wishes to make advanced 

manufacturers thrive in Indiana. 
(Photos by Jonathan Snyder) 

Markle to have fiber-optic 
internet connectivity

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Downtown Markle will have new fiber-

optic cables set underground, providing a 
more stable option for the town. The dig-
ging process will hopefully begin in April, 
according to Citizens Telephone Corpora-
tion General Manager Neil Laymon. 

Through the outskirts of Markle, TWN 
Communications in partnership with Heart-
land REMC, has provided internet service 
since late 2019. While TWN’s service has 
been good, customers who were unable to 
get TWN have relied on service from either 
Fiberhawk or Frontier Internet.

“It was just spotty,” said Markle Opera-
tions Manager Mike Grant, “There are some 
areas that might get decent speeds, they 
might get 40 to 50 megabits per second, 
there are others that might only get two — 
and that could be within the same block.”

Seeing the need, Citizens out of Warren 
decided to add Markle to their list of fiber-
optic installed areas. They have put cable in 
Lancaster, Mount Etna and Majenica, all in 
Huntington County.

“REMC has done a lot of fiber in the coun-
ty so we’re kind of looking to go where they 
haven’t gone,” said Laymon. “So we’ve been 
looking at Markle for a while on and off and 
… Grant did call me at some point and said, 
‘Have you guys thought about this?’”

The project is expected to cost Citizens 

$1.5 million. Markle did try for a grant to 
bring the cost down, but their application 
was denied because of the other services in 
the area.

“The grant system works on a point sys-
tem,” said Laymon. “And since they (Mar-
kle) already had some form of service, you 
don’t get very many points.”

“It was difficult unless you could show 
that pretty much the whole area was really 
slow,” said Grant. “Because we had areas 
that had good service it dropped our point 
value down significantly.”

Laymon hopes that the project will be 
completed by July or August. Laymon 
stated that one crew could connect four or 
five in one day, but Citizens could have two 
crews working to speed the process up.

Citizens will use directional boring to 
put the fiber-optic cables underground. This 
method will avoid road closures and keep 
the ground from being disturbed. 

“You don’t have to chop up road,” said 
Laymon. “(There’s) no pavement and no 
sidewalk work.”

Prices start at $48 monthly for 50 mega-
bits per second speed for internet only. Prices 
increase along with the speeds, with the max 
speed being one gigabit per second at $120 
monthly. There are also options for landline 
phone service only and bundle packages.

jonathan@news-banner.com
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By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer
CAPE CANAVERAL, 

Fla. (AP) — A private U.S. 
lunar lander tipped over at 
touchdown and ended up 
on its side near the moon’s 
south pole, hampering com-
munications, company offi-
cials said Friday.

Intuitive Machines ini-
tially believed its six-foot-
ed lander, Odysseus, was 
upright after Thursday’s 
touchdown. But CEO Steve 
Altemus said Friday the 
craft “caught a foot in the 
surface,” falling onto its side 
and, quite possibly, leaning 
against a rock. He said it 
was coming in too fast and 
may have snapped a leg.

“So far, we have quite a 
bit of operational capability 
even though we’re tipped 
over,” he told reporters.

But some antennas were 
pointed toward the surface, 
limiting flight controllers’ 
ability to get data down, 
Altemus said. The anten-
nas were stationed high on 
the 14-foot lander to facili-
tate communications at the 
hilly, cratered and shadowed 
south polar region.

Odysseus — the first 
U.S. lander in more than 
50 years — is thought to 
be within a few miles of its 
intended landing site near 

the Malapert A crater, less 
than 200 miles from the 
south pole. NASA, the main 
customer, wanted to get as 
close as possible to the pole 
to scout out the area before 
astronauts show up later this 
decade.

NASA’s Lunar Recon-
naissance Orbiter will 
attempt to pinpoint the land-
er’s location, as it flies over-
head this weekend.

With Thursday’s touch-
down, Intuitive Machines 
became the first private 
business to pull off a moon 
landing, a feat previously 
achieved by only five coun-
tries. Japan was the latest 
country to score a landing, 
but its lander also ended up 
on its side last month.

Odysseus’ mission was 
sponsored in large part by 
NASA, whose experiments 
were on board. NASA paid 
$118 million for the delivery 
under a program meant to 
jump-start the lunar econo-
my.

One of the NASA exper-
iments was pressed into 
service when the lander’s 
navigation system did not 
kick in. Intuitive Machines 
caught the problem in 
advance when it tried to 
use its lasers to improve the 
lander’s orbit. Otherwise, 
flight controllers would not 

have discovered the failure 
until it was too late, just 
five minutes before touch-
down.

“Serendipity is absolute-
ly the right word,” mission 
director Tim Crain said.

It turns out that a switch 
was not flipped before 
flight, preventing the sys-
tem’s activation in space.

Launched last week from 
Florida, Odysseus took an 
extra lap around the moon 
Thursday to allow time for 
the last-minute switch to 
NASA’s laser system, which 
saved the day, officials 
noted.

Another experiment, a 
cube with four cameras, 
was supposed to pop off 
30 seconds before touch-
down to capture pictures 
of Odysseus’ landing. But 
Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University’s EagleCam 
was deliberately powered 
off during the final descent 
because of the navigation 
switch and stayed attached 
to the lander.

Embry-Riddle’s Troy 
Henderson said his team 
will try to release Eagle-
Cam in the coming days, 
so it can photograph the 
lander from roughly 26 feet 

away.
“Getting that final picture 

of the lander on the surface 
is still an incredibly impor-
tant task for us,” Henderson 
told The Associated Press.

In tu i t ive  Machines 
anticipates just another 
week of operations on the 
moon for the solar-powered 
lander — nine or 10 days at 
most — before lunar night-
fall hits.

The company was the 
second business to aim for 
the moon under NASA’s 
commercial lunar services 
program. Last month, Pitts-
burgh’s Astrobotic Technol-
ogy gave it a shot, but a fuel 
leak on the lander cut the 
mission short and the craft 
ended up crashing back to 
Earth.

Until Thursday, the U.S. 
had not landed on the moon 
since Apollo 17’s Gene Cer-
nan and Harrison Schmitt 
closed out NASA’s famed 
moon-landing program in 
December 1972. NASA’s 
new effort to return astro-
nauts to the moon is named 
Artemis after Apollo’s 
mythological twin sister. 
The first Artemis crew land-
ing is planned for 2026 at 
the earliest.
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Hartford City man Weather
Saturday, February 24, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:41 p.m. Friday)
High: 51; Low: 32; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.91  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Today: A 30% chance of snow before 7 a.m. Mostly 

sunny, with a high near 32. North wind 5 to 15 mph, with 
gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 24. South 
wind 5 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 50. South wind 
15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph. 

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 32. 
Southwest wind 5 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 59.
Monday Night: A 30% chance of rain and thunder-

storms after 1 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 51. 
Breezy. 

Tuesday: A 50% chance of rain and thunderstorms. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 65. Breezy. 

Tuesday Night: Rain and possibly a thunderstorm. Low 
around 38. Windy. Chance of precipitation is 80%.

Wednesday: A 40% chance of rain before 1 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 48. Breezy. 

Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
27.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 45.

Appreciation Lunch March 1st
Please Join Us!

NAPAGold™ FILTERS ARE ON SALE!
February 19 - March 2, 2024

Ossian
WE KEEP AMERICA RUNNING

101 N. Jefferson - Ossian, IN • 260-622-4197
Fax: 260-622-6099 • Steve Hiser, store manager

Al Pfister
Sale Manager

Call Al • 260-760-8922
Email: auction@adamswells.com

Auction Marketing Specialists Since 1944

1-800-451-2709
www.schraderauction.com

1169 N. Main St. Ste. 14 Bluffton, IN

30 Years Experience 
Land, Farms, Farm 

Equipment, Estate Sales
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BLUFFTON
DOUG FEAR, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
2035 Commerce Dr., 
Suite 209
260-565-4134

JEREMY TODD, AAMS®/
CFP®
Financial Advisor
1169 N. Main St. Suite 2
260-824-0686

JEREMY PENROD, 
AAMS®/CFP®
Financial Advisor
201 E. Market St., Suite 1
260-824-2354

OSSIAN
LARRY A. SMITH, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
102 S. Jefferson
260-622-7952

Some of the program’s first students were present to help Area 18 CTE Director Brittany Kloer (at left) and Superintendent Mike 
Springer (at right) ceremonially cut the ribbon and open the completed classroom. (Photo provided)

arrest. The reason for this, he said, was 
to continue the “close relationship” he 
had with his teenage daughter.

During the hearing, Judge Kenton 
Kiracofe seemed perplexed at this rea-
son.

“Is this the same daughter that 
called the police?” Kiracofe ques-
tioned.

“Yes, it was — I didn’t know she 
was there,” Bullard confirmed. “I 
didn’t know she called the police.”

“I’ve dealt with your daughter in 
juvenile court quite a bit,” Kiracofe 
continued. “I don’t recall ever seeing 
you be here.”

Bullard said that he was not able to 
be there due to his divorce and work 
schedule. He also said he didn’t know 
when his daughter had court.

“You would have received a sum-
mons to be here,” Kiracofe said. 
“You’ve never thought about being 
involved in your daughter’s court 
cases? Do you go to probation meet-
ings?”

Bullard said he believed he had 
taken her to one meeting before.

Prosecutor Colin Andrews took 

issue with Bullard’s claim that he was 
sober at the time of the incident.

“I don’t believe him,” Andrews sat 
pointedly. “I think drug use was going 
on. I think that is what happened here, 
and if he’s not going to be honest with 
the court I think he needs to serve some 
time. That’s the only way that what he 
did makes sense — is that he was high.”

“Mr. Bullard said it wasn’t drug-
related,” responded Patrick Miller, 
Bullard’s public defender. “There’s 
nothing to indicate that it was. For 
whatever reason, he didn’t handle this 
well.”

“He’s not well situated to be in com-
munity supervision,” Andrews summa-
rized. “His bizarre behavior and lack of 
an explanation for it leads the state to 
believe he is a danger to himself and to 
this community.”

Andrews also emphasized that if the 
crime had occurred as a result of drug 
use or significant mental health issues, 
the state would be well-positioned to 
address those issues. However, due to 
his insistence that he was of the right 
mind, Bullard was unable to receive 
any help.

“If I’m given this opportunity,” Bul-

lard said during his final statement, “I 
won’t re-offend, and I will do whatever 
it takes. I’m very sorry for what hap-
pened.”

“All along this period of time, Mr. 
Bullard had the ability to prevent this 
from going any further,” Kiracofe said 
before he issued the ruling. “He was 
asked to leave. He was transported to 
jail, and he was fine. He became really, 
really difficult. He went from literally 
no criminal charges to, at best, crimi-
nal trespassing. And then to where we 
are now, which is that he committed 
battery to where the officers involved 
had to tase him. He controlled this situ-
ation, and at every stage, he increased 
the level of the problem. I don’t know 
what happened that day. His explana-
tion doesn’t make sense.”

Kiracofe ultimately decided that 
home detention was not a viable option 
due to Bullard’s resistance to law 
enforcement. However, Kiracofe stated 
that should Bullard do well in prison, 
he may consider a transition program 
toward the end of his sentence.

Bullard was also ordered to pay 
court costs and filing fees.

sydney@news-banner.com

Kline, executive director 
of Wells County Economic 
Development.

Kloer herself was rather 
sentimental, calling it “five 
years in the making.” She 
described how seeing the 
students interact with the 
machinery or hearing them 

explain how they etched 
the keychains gave her 
“hope for the next genera-
tion.” 

“We want to have some-
thing for all students, regard-
less of what the interest 
might be, what the need 
might be, what their goals 
might be,” Norwell Com-

munity Schools Superinten-
dent Mike Springer stated. 
“We want to have a program 
for everybody, and so this is 
a big part of that.”

Roembke added, “This 
is going to really help the 
community train the kids 
and want them to stay here 
as well because then they’re 

gonna get exposed to all 
the opportunities that Wells 
County has.”

holly@news-banner.com
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Ribbon cutting

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) — A long-awaited 
postwar plan by Israel’s prime minister shows that his gov-
ernment seeks open-ended control over security and civilian 
affairs in the Gaza Strip. That was swiftly rejected Friday by 
Palestinian leaders and runs counter to Washington’s vision 
for the war-ravaged enclave.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu presented the two-
page document to his security Cabinet late Thursday for 
approval.

Deep disagreements over Gaza’s future have led to 
increasingly public friction between Israel and the United 
States, its closest ally. The Biden administration seeks even-
tual Palestinian governance in Gaza and the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank as a precursor to Palestinian statehood, an out-
come vehemently opposed by Netanyahu and his right-wing 
government. Netanyahu’s plan envisions hand-picked Pales-
tinians administering Gaza.

Separately, cease-fire efforts appeared to gain traction, 
with mediators to present a new proposal at an expected 
high-level meeting this weekend in Paris. The U.S., Egypt 
and Qatar have been struggling for weeks to find a formula 
that could halt Israel’s devastating offensive in Gaza, but 
now face an unofficial deadline as the Muslim holy month 
of Ramadan approaches.

In Gaza, Israeli airstrikes in the center and south of the 
territory killed at least 92 Palestinians, including children 
and women, overnight and into Friday, health officials 
and an Associated Press journalist said. Another 24 bodies 
remained trapped under the rubble.

After a strike levelled his apartment building in the cen-
tral town of Deir al-Balah, online video showed Mahmoud 
Zueitar — a comedian well known in Gaza for his appear-
ances in TV commercials — rushing into the hospital 
holding his young sister, who was screaming and covered 
in blood. At least 25 people were killed in the strike, 16 of 
them women and children.

Throughout the war, Zueitar has been posting upbeat and 
cheerful videos on social media, joking with people about 
ways they endure bombardment and displacement, praising 
Palestinian culture and assuring those around him that one 
day things will be better.

Another video at the hospital showed him cradling his 
wounded sister in his lap. “I always say, ‘God, may they not 
force us out of Gaza,’ that’s how much I love it and its peo-
ple,” he says, crying. “But it looks like they want us to leave 
Gaza.” Earlier at the hospital, relatives wept over bodies laid 
out in burial shrouds in the courtyard, and a man cradled a 
dead infant.

The overall Palestinian death toll since the start of the 
war rose to more than 29,500, with close to 70,000 people 
wounded, Gaza health officials said. The death toll amounts 
to close to 1.3% of Gaza’s population of 2.3 million.

Netanyahu’s plan, while lacking specifics, marks the first 
time he has presented a formal postwar vision. It reiterates 
that Israel is determined to crush Hamas, the militant group 
that overran the Gaza Strip in 2007.

Polls have indicated that a majority of Palestinians don’t 
support Hamas, but the group has deep roots in Palestin-
ian society. Critics, including some in Israel, say the goal of 
eliminating Hamas is unattainable.

Netanyahu’s plan calls for freedom of action for Israel’s 
military across a demilitarized Gaza after the war to thwart 
any security threat. It says Israel would establish a buffer 
zone inside Gaza, which is likely to provoke U.S. objections.

Netanyahu seeks 
control over security, 
civilian affairs in Gaza

Private US spacecraft is on its side on the moon 
with some antennas covered up, company says

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner



INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 3:41 p.m., 

North Main Street and Wil-
lowbrook Trail. Officer 
escorted subject to Auto 
Doctor.

Thursday, 5:42 a.m., 
Lowes. Report of a person 
sleeping in demo shed on 
side of lot. One subject taken 
to the ER and then jail.

Thursday, 1:10 p.m., 
Wells County Food Bank. 
Report of pushing and shov-
ing.

Thursday, 3:32 p.m., East 
Washington and South Scott 
streets. Officer stayed with 
vehicle until tow truck came.

Thursday, 5:09 p.m., 
500 block of South Indiana 
Street. Report of a window 
broken, caller had photo of 
juvenile that did it.

Thursday, 5:45 p.m., 
Wells county Jail. Caller 
concerned about subject 
released from jail. Subject 
found a ride to the Rescue 
Mission in Fort Wayne.

Thursday, 9:17 p.m., 
70 block of Sunset Drive. 
Report of a vehicle on fire.

Thursday, 10:01 p.m., 
800 block of Melody Lane. 
Caller advised she wanted 
to see her child, parents with 
temporary guardianship 
would not allow it. Advised 
to go back to court.

Friday, 2:14 a.m., Sun 
N Suds. Door was found 
propped open.

Friday, 2:25 a.m., South 
Main and East Spring 
streets, Bluffton. Report 
of a dark-colored Chevy 
truck picking up speed on 
Main street. Jyler Morphew 
arrested for resisting law 
enforcement, reckless driv-
ing, and operating while 
intoxicated,

Friday, 9:08 a.m., 600 
block of Westfield Drive. 
Caller reported child locked 
family out of the home. 
Denace the menace no was 
no match for the caller, who 
found a way in through the 
window.

Friday, 10:21 a.m., 300 
block of East South Street. 
Report of a domestic issue.

County:
Thursday, 3:04 p.m., 

1000 North 300 West, Mar-
kle. Report of harassment 
and threats to harm people.

Thursday, 3:53 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Report 
of a man stretching in the 
rain by a mailbox. The man 
allegedly had a camouflage 
coat and a mustache, which 
seemed suspicious.

Thursday, 7:51 p.m., East 
100 North and 100 East, 
Bluffton. Report of an aban-
doned vehicle.

Friday, 12:25 a.m., 

Uniondale Volunteer Fire 
Department. Driver cited for 
no valid license.

Friday, 6:04 a.m., South 
300 West and Ind. 218, 
Bluffton. Report of an unoc-
cupied vehicle. Owner 
advised they ran out of gas 
and would collect the car 
during the day.

Friday, 6:55 a.m., Ind. 1 
and East 400 North, Bluff-
ton. Driver reported they fell 
asleep at the wheel and their 
vehicle made contact with 
a mailbox and then another 
mailbox, and eventually 
landed in a ditch. No injuries 
probably, driver refused EMS.

Ossian:
Friday, 2:16 a.m., 600 

block of Greenwood Trail, 
Ossian. Report of a dark 
colored Chevy truck driv-
ing at high rate of speed and 
squealing tires.
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Police Notebook

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.
Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumbing Service

#1

•

Get Ready for 
Spring & Summer. 

Call and Schedule a 
Check Up Today!

CO52100004
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www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Victor M. Bennett
Calling: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Sunday, February 25. 
Service: 2 p.m. 

Sunday, February 25 at the 
funeral home.

Destination Recreation
Wow! Last Sunday was so much fun at 

the Mother/Son Nerf War and the Daddy-
Daughter Dance. It was a very long day 
for us, but it was totally worth it when 
you saw the smiles on everyone’s faces. 
Special thanks to our volunteer crew, 
who, between everyone’s time, put in 
about 122 hours of work. 

The Earth Day 5K is coming back 
this year and will be held Saturday, April 
20, at 9 a.m. Enjoy a no-frills, no-fuss, 
inexpensive 5K race while we care for 
the planet. In honor of Earth Day, we will 
recycle old event shirts and SWAG by 
giving them away until they’re gone. No 
plastic water bottles, no new race bibs, 
and no extra waste for this event! Follow 
us on Facebook for registration details. 

YOGA at the Washington Park 
Pavilion — We are partnering with Glow 
Up Wellness on yoga classes. Class times 
are Monday and Wednesday from 6-7 
p.m. and again Wednesday from 7:15-
8:15 p.m. You can buy a 10-class punch 
card for all yoga classes for $60 (good for 
two months). Payable at the door. 

Monday 6-7 p.m. — Vinyasa Yoga
Wednesday 6-7 p.m. — 30/30 CLASS 

— 30 minutes of strength training set to 
fun music. Using hand weights to build 
strength, tone muscle, shred fat, and burn 
calories. Thirty minutes of pure relax-
ation. *Props, like blocks, bolsters, and 
straps, are used to support you comfort-
ably in your gentle pose. You will then 
hold the pose for an extended period. Set 
to beautiful music and yummy aroma-
therapy. All levels.

Wednesday 7:15-8:15 p.m. Restorative 
Yoga — This class will combine gentle 
yoga stretches and postures to stretch and 
strengthen the body, reduce stress, and 
make you feel more balanced. All levels.

2024 Kehoe Concert Sponsorship 
opportunities: This year marks the 33rd 
year of the Kehoe Park Summer Concert 
Series! This highly anticipated series has 
developed a reputation for featuring qual-
ity bands and expert musicianship that 
draw visitors to Bluffton. To bring talent 

from across the country, 
we rely on local spon-
sors who believe in 
showcasing our community to audiences 
that can reach an attendance of more than 
1000. The Kehoe Park Summer Concert 
Committee is dedicated to reaching a 
broad audience by offering free concerts. 
We can only keep these shows free with 
the generosity of our local businesses, 
organizations, and private donors. Would 
you like to get the word out about your 
business at the same time as you give 
back to the community? 

Donations of $1,200 or more will be 
recognized as a Concert Sponsor at one 
of the performances. Additionally, Con-
cert Sponsors will be announced dur-
ing the show, have printed yard signs in 
the park, listed on the digital sign at the 
Common’s Parking lot, and shared on the 
City’s website and social media pages. 
Concert Donors who contribute a gift of 
any size will be listed on the flyer shared 
on the City’s Website and social media 
pages. All donors who reply by March 
15 will be listed on the printed flyer dis-
tributed throughout town. Contributions 
supporting the Kehoe Park Summer Con-
cert Series are tax-deductible and may be 
directed to the Wells County Foundation, 
Inc. (Please note Kehoe Park Summer 
Concert Series in the memo section of 
your check.) 

Baseball, Softball, and any team orga-
nizers who wish to request diamond rent-
als during 2024 must attend the next Park 
Board meeting scheduled on Thursday, 
March 14, at 6:30 p.m. on the second 
floor of City Hall to coordinate sched-
ules. Rental agreements can be sent in 
advance by request by calling 824-6069. 

We want to thank the Huggins-
Mann Pretzels, Inc. Legacy Fund for 
their recent unrestricted donation to the 
parks and the Howard and Beverly Rich 
Endowment Fund for providing a dona-
tion to the Kehoe Summer Concerts! 
We appreciate all the help we receive to 
improve our parks and events!

Have a great week!

&News  Notes

Bluffton &Parks   Rec

By Brandy 
Fiechter

Local Roundup
Bluffton Board of Works to 

meet Tuesday afternoon
The Bluffton Board of Public Works and 

Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
27, in the meeting room on the first floor of 
City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Topics on the agenda will include:
• A discussion regarding a shooting 

range, brought by Sally Haus.
• Personnel and financial matters. 

Norwell school board to 
hold executive session

The board of the Northern Wells Com-
munity Schools will meet at 4:45 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 27, at Norwell High School, 
1100E. U.S. 224, for an executive session. 
The reason for the session was cited as to 
either receive information about an individ-
ual’s misconduct or to determine the status 
as an employee, student, physician or bus 
driver under the board’s jurisdiction.

Norwell school board will 
meet Tuesday evening

The board of the Norwell Community 
Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 27, at Norwell High School, 1100E. 
U.S. 224.

Topics on the agenda will include:
• Personnel and financial matters. 
• A revisited conversation regarding 

latchkey services on April 8. 
A strategic planning session will directly 

follow the regular board agenda.

Wells County BZA will  
meet Tuesday evening

The Wells County Board of Zoning 
Appeals will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
26, in Room 214 on the ground floor of the 
Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St. in Bluffton.

Topics on the agenda will include: 
• Election of officers.
• A request from Todd Fiechter and 

Aaron Isch to reduce road frontage from 25 
ft. to zero feet on a R-1 property located on 
the east side of Wayne Street and south of 
Harrison Street in Bluffton.

• 2023 annual report. 

PSAP Advisory Board will 
meet Wednesday morning

The advisory board for the Public Safety 
Answering Point (911 Dispatch) will meet 
at 8 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 28, in Room 105, 
the multi-purpose room on the lower level 
of the Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 
223 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include:
• Discussion and approval of an execu-

tive committee. 
• Organization of the board and approved 

meeting dates.
• Discussion regarding radio encryption, 

brought by Director Mike Miller. 
• A director’s report from Miller.  
A policy committee meeting will directly 

follow the regular agenda. 

By BARBARA BARBIERI
Mini Golf at the main branch of 

the Wells County Public Library 
got underway Friday, during regu-
lar library hours.

The 18-hole course led the golf-
ers through the library stacks — 
starting by the Arts Prints to Loan 
area and ending up with their balls 
being “eaten” by a book return bin.

Just as at regular golf events, 
each of the holes had a sponsor and 
the sponsors included: Emshwiller 
& Emshwiller, Erin Daugherty State 
Farm, Honegger Ringger & Co. 
Inc, Adams Wells Internet Telecom, 
Auctionit, Bluffton Family Eye 
Care, Daniel’s Jewelers, Eyecare 
Associates of Bluffton, Family Ford 
of Bluffton, First Bank of Berne, 
Four Star Services, Inc., Iteva 
Products LLC, Parlor City Cabine-
try, Kim Gentis/Raymond James, 
Lowe’s Bluffton, Meyer Building, 
National Oil & Gas Inc., The Par-
lor City Brewing Company, Reno-
vate Counseling Services LLC, 
Star Engineering & Machine Co., 
Ben Burman State Farm Agent and 
Wells County Land Title.

Cost to play a round of golf was 
$5 at the door. All proceeds from 
the event will benefit the Friends 
of the Library — the group that 
helps funds library programs and 
events.

The mini course was also open 
on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

barb@news-banner.com

Mini golf at the Wells library

Teeing off at the second hole on the mini golf course at the Wells County Public Library was 
Isaac Smith, at right, as the rest of his team waited a turn. A family member, at the left, was 
keeping score for the group. (Photos by Barbara Barbieri)

Declaring “bragging rights” for their winning golf scores 
and posing for a group photo, taken by their escort 
Scott, at right, were Courage, Khaleesi, Karrane and 
Chauntelle Garmon.

It was a family event as brothers Asher and Dalton 
Shotzman took turns teeing off at hole six, as their moth-
er, at left, waited for her turn and their dad, out of cam-
era range, kept score. 
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By The Associated Press
Today is Saturday, Feb. 

24, the 55th day of 2024. 
There are 311 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On Feb. 24, 1942, the 
SS Struma, a charter ship 
attempting to carry nearly 
800 Jewish refugees from 
Romania to British-mandat-
ed Palestine, was torpedoed 
by a Soviet submarine in the 
Black Sea; all but one of the 
refugees perished.

On this date:

In 1803, in its Marbury 
v. Madison decision, the 
Supreme Court established 
judicial review of the con-
stitutionality of statutes.

In 1981, a jury in White 
Plains, New York, found 
Jean Harris guilty of sec-
ond-degree murder in the 
fatal shooting of “Scarsdale 
Diet” author Dr. Herman 
Tarnower. (Sentenced to 15 
years to life in prison, Har-
ris was granted clemency 
by New York Gov. Mario 
Cuomo in December 1992.)

Today in History
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Jesus: a Socialist or a Capitalist? It’s 
complicated. Some of our Lord’s 
harshest statements were about wealth 
and the rich:

“How hard it is for the rich to enter 
the kingdom of God!” (Luke 18:24)

“Now listen, you rich people, weep 
and wail because of the misery that is 
coming on you.” (James 5:1)

“There were no needy persons 
among [the Christians]. For from 
time to time those who owned land or 
houses sold them, brought the money 
from the sales and put it 
at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to anyone 
who had need.” (Acts 
4:34–35)

Marx adapted that last 
one: “From each accord-
ing to his ability, to each according to his needs.”

With such strong statements by Jesus against wealth, 
it might seem like a contradiction that He could be 
a free-market capitalist. But capitalism is only a few 
hundred years old. Its major contribution to economics 
is the idea that markets should be allowed to function 
based on freedom, cooperation and decentralization, not 
centralized governmental control. It allows people to 
take risks to create, innovate, satisfy others wants and 
needs and, thereby, build wealth.

Back in Jesus’ day, however, wealth was evil. In 
Jesus’ day, different assumptions informed economic 
behavior:

• A zero-sum approach to wealth.
• A coercive economic system wherein wealth was 

intertwined with “extractive imperial policies.”
Under Rome, only about 2 percent or 3 percent of the 

population ruled. And they did so largely by hereditary 
control of land and labor, consuming most of the pro-
duction and confiscating most of what’s left for peas-
ants.

No surprise, then, wealth was seen as theft. Add to 
this exploitative picture the grim fact most of the non-
wealthy were slaves it’s not hard to understand why the 
rich were hated. Every poor person was oppressed, and 
every rich person was an oppressor — or the willing 
recipient of the fruits of oppression.

Such systems of oppression produce only limited 
amounts of goods. They obstruct innovation and dull the 
motivation for personal profit. There is only so much to 
go around, and the powerful take most of it. Surviving 
— let alone thriving — without free markets really is 
zero-sum.

By contrast, private property rights, unbiased 
rules and free trade create the conditions for upward 
mobility. Those at the bottom have opportunities to 
advance. Wealth grows and is spread around, even to the 
poorest.

In the short life of capitalism so far, these prin-
ciples have borne results beyond what any ancient could 
have imagined. Bailey and Tupy, in “Ten Global Trends 
Every Smart Person Should Know” refer to capitalism 
creating “The Great Enrichment,” since the world’s 
economy has grown more than a hundredfold since 
1820.

Compared with the stagnation of the previous 1,800 
years, this number is incredible. Despite critics’ frus-
tration, growth has transcended the wealthy. Consider 
Baily and Tupy’s data:

In 1820, nearly 84 percent of humans suffered 
extreme poverty; by 1910, only 66 percent; by 1950, 
only 55 percent; by 1981, 42 percent; and by 2018, 8.6 
percent.

In short, capitalism builds wealth — and human 
flourishing. But too many today, even among Christians, 
begrudge capitalism. We need better language to con-
vince people of capitalism’s successes. Milton Friedman 
tried. How’s this: Be “pro free-enterprise,” not just “pro-
business . . . ”

Business people too often favor free enterprise for 
everybody else but want special governmental protection 
for themselves. Much like the Roman elites of Jesus’s 
day, corporations that lobby politicians try to rig the sys-
tem.

Of course, there are limits to what even free enter-
prise can do. Illness, disability, disaster and other unfore-
seen challenges happen. But if we’re serious about 
alleviating the hardships of others, free markets are 
essential.

James O’Donnell is the retired, emeritus, Luke J. Peters 
Professor of Business and Economics and Executive-in-Resident at 

Huntington University, Huntington. Before becoming a professor, he 
was an Executive Vice President at Fidelity Investments in Boston.

Free markets — and 
capitalism — are essential

Hoosier
Opinions

Mark
Franke

Donald Trump says that, if elected, he 
will negotiate a deal to end the Ukraine war. 
“I’ll have that done in 24 hours,” he has said.

If Republicans want to give him the lever-
age to deliver on that promise, they need to 
approve military aid to Ukraine — and fast.

Last year, thanks to U.S. weaponry, Rus-
sia made no military gains on the ground 
while Ukraine succeeded in wiping out 
nearly one-third of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet. 
But as aid has stalled in Congress, Ukrainian 
fighters have been forced to ration artillery, 
allowing Russia to start taking territory 
again and launching new offensives on five 
different lines of attack.

Why would pro-Trump Republicans want him to 
inherit a dire military situation? They should be help-
ing put Trump in the strongest position to negotiate a 
peace agreement when he takes office. If Republicans 
cut off weapons for Kyiv, and Russia makes major 
battlefield advances over the coming months, it will 
be impossible for Trump to negotiate that stable, last-
ing peace. Without U.S. arms, Vladimir Putin’s forces 
could break through Ukraine’s defenses, march on 
Kyiv again, and potentially reach NATO’s borders. 
Ukraine could be so weak in 11 months time that Putin 
wouldn’t see any need to negotiate.

Setting aside the Trumpian bluster of “24 hours,” 
it’s worth doing something the former president’s 
reflexive critics so often fail to do — look closely at 
what he has actually said. Far from seeking to appease 
Putin, Trump’s message has been: Stop your aggres-
sion and agree to peace, or he will help Ukraine win 
the war. In fact, Trump has threatened to increase 
U.S. aid. “I would tell Putin: If you don’t make a deal, 
we’re going to give [the Ukrainians] a lot. We’re going 
to give them more than they ever got, if we have to,” 
told Fox News’s Maria Bartiromo last July.

But that threat will be empty if Putin has already 
all but won on the battlefield by the time Trump takes 
office. For Trump’s warning to be credible, Ukraine 
needs to hold on to the territory it has taken back since 
Russia’s full-scale invasion two years ago. Even better 
if Ukraine is on the offensive.

Trump does not share the hostility that some on the 
anti-Ukraine right maintain toward President Volody-
myr Zelensky and his country. Quite the opposite. 
During a 2022 speech at the Conservative Political 
Action Conference, Trump called Putin’s invasion 
appalling. “It’s an outrage,” he said, “and an atroc-
ity that should never have been allowed to occur.” 
He called Zelensky “a brave man.” During a CNN 
town hall event last May, he said, “I have a very good 
relationship with President Zelensky because, as you 
know, he backed me up … with the phony impeach-
ment … when he said the president didn’t do anything 
wrong. And Trump told Bartiromo in July: “I know 
Zelensky very well. I felt he was very honorable 
because when they asked him about the perfect phone 
call that I made, he said it was indeed, he said it was.”

Unlike the anti-interventionist right, 
Trump has shown that he will flex Ameri-
can muscle against Russia. During a 2019 
Oval Office interview, he told me that he 
ordered U.S. military forces to kill hun-
dreds of Russian Wagner Group fighters in 
a February 2018 firefight in eastern Syria, 
and authorized a covert cyberattack against 
Russia’s Internet Research Agency, the St. 
Petersburg-based troll farm that spearheaded 
Russian interference in the 2016 presidential 
election. He imposed crippling sanctions that 
halted construction of Russia’s Nord Stream 
2 natural-gas pipeline with Germany — until 
Joe Biden took office and greenlighted the 

project to please Berlin.
And don’t forget: Trump provided Ukraine with 

lethal aid while he was in office. “I sent a massive 
number of antitank busters,” he told me. “I sent them 
military equipment and [President Barack] Obama 
sent them nothing” but nonlethal aid. He’s right. After 
Putin’s 2014 invasion of Crimea, the Obama-Biden 
administration refused Ukraine’s request for weapons, 
instead sending blankets, Humvees and night-visions 
goggle. (“One cannot win a war with blankets,” 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko complained to 
Congress at the time.) In December 2017, however, 
Trump approved the transfer of $47 million in Javelin 
antitank missiles. Those weapons might have saved 
Ukraine when Russia invaded again on Biden’s watch, 
helping Zelensky stave off Putin’s attempt to march on 
Kyiv in 2022.

Now, some Republicans want to cut military aid to 
Ukraine, which would allow Putin to finish that march 
on Kyiv. “He’s going for the big one, he’s going for 
all of Ukraine, not a little piece,” Trump said on Tues-
day night. Republicans have the power to stop that 
from happening — and in so doing set Trump up for a 
major foreign policy victory.

To be clear, I’d like to see the United States do 
everything in its power to help the people of Ukraine, 
and it doesn’t matter who gets the credit. But House 
Republicans might consider the narrative Trump will 
have if he successfully negotiates a peace deal, as he 
has vowed to do: Russia would have never invaded 
if Trump had been reelected in 2020. It was Biden’s 
weakness on the world stage (including his disastrous 
withdrawal from Afghanistan) that emboldened Putin 
to try to take Ukraine. Biden then slow-rolled weapons 
to Ukraine, with no strategy for victory, allowing Putin 
to run roughshod over the country — until Trump 
potentially returns to the White House to set things 
straight. It would be a diplomatic triumph and foreign 
policy vindication.

But for that to happen, the GOP needs to give 
Ukraine weapons now. If they don’t, they — not Biden 
— will own Ukraine’s military collapse, and they 
would leave Trump with a weak hand if he retakes the 
Oval Office.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen @marcthiessen on X

Marc
Thiessen

If Republicans want to help Trump, 
they should pass Ukraine aid now

Willis vs. Wade vs. euphemisms
During questioning of 

Fulton County, Georgia 
prosecutor Nathan Wade 
about his “relationship” 
with District Attorney 
Fani Willis there was a 
moment that cut through 
all the euphemisms we 
have become accustomed 
to when it comes to human 
behavior.

Scott Sadow, an attorney 
for Donald Trump, who is 
trying to get an indictment 
against Trump dismissed for 
Trump’s alleged interference in the 
2020 presidential election, received 
an answer to a question that appeared 
to surprise him. Asked about his 
“relationship” with Willis, Wade 
said”do you mean intercourse?” 
Sadow said he wasn’t going to use 
that word, but since Wade brought it 
up, then yes, that’s what he meant.

It was a classic example of how 
euphemisms are increasingly used to 
soften the meaning of questionable 
behavior.

A forceful Willis tried to obfus-
cate her relationship with Wade, 
even calling him at one point a “ 
Southern gentleman.” But in an ear-
lier court filing, she admitted to an 
affair (meaning sex) with Wade, who 
she put on the payroll as part of her 
Trump prosecution team.

Radio host Dr. Laura Schlessinger 
receives calls from women who 
speak of living with their boyfriends.

“In other words,” she said, “you’re 

shacking up.”
One woman replied, “I 

wouldn’t put it that way.”
Schlessinger then asked, 

“How would you put it?”
The woman had no 

answer.
That was once called 

telling the truth.
So many descriptions 

of human behavior have 
been modified or changed 
to gloss over their real 
meaning. In part, I think, it 

is to avoid judgment which 
can lead to a change in behavior that 
benefits individuals and the wider 
culture. Failing to identify certain 
behavior for what it is can have the 
effect of legitimizing that behavior 
in the eyes of people who are engag-
ing in it and in the wider culture that 
refuses to accept a standard defining 
right and wrong.

How many speak of cheating on 
one’s spouse, as Wade is alleged to 
have done, as “adultery”? Today’s 
preferred description is “a romantic 
relationship.” Going on “vacation” 
with a woman not your wife or a man 
not your husband is now considered 
as legitimate as a married couple 
enjoying a similar experience.

Could we also stop saying “boy-
friend” and “girlfriend” when speak-
ing of adults? These are not dating 
teenagers. They are mature people 
who have presumably been exposed 
to what used to be called the right 
way to live, but who have chosen 

another way.
Lying doesn’t always bring the 

consequences it once did, even 
when witnesses take an oath to 
tell the truth. It is more than fishy 
that Wade and Willis exchanged 
cash and have no receipts or other 
records to back up their claims of 
legal behavior and propriety. Wade 
refused to say where he keeps his 
cash, but suggested some of it might 
be under his pillow. Willis said she 
once paid Wade $2,500 in cash that 
came from her pocketbook. Who 
carries around that kind of money? 
Wade even obfuscated on whether 
he used a credit card and how he 
was reimbursed for part of his 
expenditures when he and Willis 
traveled together. Who doesn’t keep 
receipts, especially for tax purpos-
es? Will the IRS investigate?

Two of the Ten Commandments 
prohibit adultery and bearing false 
witness. Those two forms of behavior 
are increasingly allowed in our “non-
judgmental” culture. We see daily the 
corrosion violating these commands 
have caused.

Using words that accurately 
describe behavior, instead of euphe-
misms, can have the effect of limit-
ing that behavior. It once seemed 
to. Approving, or at least failing to 
reject such behavior, contributes to 
more of it. As one translation of Prov-
erbs 29:18 puts it, “If a nation is not 
guided by God, the people will lose 
self-control (ERV).

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas
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A CITY ON A HILL 
CHURCH

705 W.-900 N., 
Uniondale

10 a.m. - Worship.

APOSTOLIC 
CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

APOSTOLIC 
CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,

Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)

4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM 
LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service. 
10:15 - Adult Bible Class, 
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice 
of Bethlehem on 92.7 
FM.

BLUFFTON 
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. -  Sunday 
School. 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6 p.m.  - Service.

DILLMAN UNITED 
BRETHREN

8888S-1100W-90, 
Warren

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 
a.m. - Sunday School.

BLUFFTON 
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness 

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.

blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 & 6:30 
p.m. - Worship.

BOEHMER UNITED 
METHODIST

3467 S 600 W, 
Liberty Center

boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:45 - Sunday School.

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN, ELCA

1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

CHRISTIAN 
NEW LIGHT

1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Praise & wor-
ship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.

10 a.m. - Bible Study. 
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1

mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:15 - Worship. 
(Children’s Church for 
ages 6-12).

DOMESTIC CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school. 
10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST

1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:40 a.m. - Sunday 
School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH 
OF GOD

5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP 
BAPTIST

210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Discipleship.

 
FIRST BAPTIST 

CHURCH OF OSSIAN
1001 Dehner Dr.

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com

9:30 & 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL 
classes. 10:15 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.

firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/

youth & Adult Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
(EVANGELICAL)

123 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian

www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Adult Sun-

day school. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH OF 
BLUFFTON

301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com

10:15 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:45 - Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E. 
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Wor-
ship.

HARVEST TIME 
BIBLE

11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com

8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - 
Service at Main Campus. 
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service, 
north campus, Ossian.

KINGDOM HALL 
OF JEHOVAH’S 

WITNESSES
2803 N. Main St.

jw.org
10 a.m. - Worship.

LANCASTER CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

9:40 - Fellowship. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
BAPTIST

3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-

con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday 
School. 9:55 - Fellow-
ship. 10:15 - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir prac-

tice. 9 a.m. - Coffee, 
donuts, conversation. 
9:30 - Worship w/infant 
nursery & children’s 
church. 10:45 - Sunday 
School.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:30 - Sunday School.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.

lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service 

(Children’s programs 
available).

 
LIVING FAITH 
MISSIONARY

17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 

- Sunday School.

LIVING WATER 
UNITED CHURCH

6486 S 700E, Bluffton
8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 

a.m. - Sunday School. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL 
HILL SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath 
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org

9 a.m. - Adult Bible 
study groups. 10:30 - 
Worship. Children’s & 
student programming 
both hours.

MARKLE 
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY 
MISSIONARY

1117 N. Washington St., 
Murray

murraymc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 

a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218

10 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1

9:30 - Sunday School. 
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.

blog.parkub.org
10 a.m. - Connection. 11 

a.m. - Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org

9:15 a.m. - Bible study. 
10:30 - Service.

NEW HOPE 
LUTHERAN

(Missouri Synod)
8824 N. SR 1, Ossian

newhopelutheran-ossian.
webs.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School 
& Adult Bible study. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

OSSIAN UNITED 
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org

9 a.m. - Worship, Wor-
ship child care nurse. 10 
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Adult Sunday School.

PETROLEUM 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
3625 E. 2nd St.

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 
- Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street

8:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
36 E. Walnut St.

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Sunday School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central

 11 a.m. - Worship & the 
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St. 
Suite 108, 110

riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT 
WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1

sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
Nursery & Children’s 
classes available during 
Sunday School & Wor-
ship.

SOUTHERN WELLS 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto
9 & 10:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. - 
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass. 
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or 
by appointment - Confes-
sions. 5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. 

- Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur

stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. 
LUTHERAN

16933 Thiele Rd. 
stmarkfw.org

8:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St., 

Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Children’s Sunday 
School.

TURNPOINTE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com

9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 
10 a.m. - Adult & Chil-
dren’s Worship.

THE CHURCH AT 
MCNATT

9221 W 800 S-90, 
Montpelier

8:30 a.m. - Coffee fel-
lowship. 9:15 - Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.

6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St., 

Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com

9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups. 
10:30 - Worship.

UNIONDALE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

5867 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

 
UNIONTOWN 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER 

CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St., 

Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10-10:30 - Fel-
lowship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

205 S. Adams St., 
Monroe

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 
- Discipleship for adults & 
children.

ZANESVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.
9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST

3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

Call to Worship
This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible 
by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

 HIDAY
 AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

 82 4-0900   General Motors

 82 4-1931  Chrysler

 260-565-3131
 A Division of Craigville

 Telephone Company, Inc.

THE BEAUTY OF GOD
“Beauty is in the eye 

of the beholder.” All of us 
have used this phrase at one 
time or another to explain 
why something that appears 
beautiful in our eyes may 
seem unattractive to some-
one else. Personal preferenc-
es apply to many things in 
life: food, colors, 
fashion, music, 
even people, to 
name a few. But 
what ultimately 
determines true 
beauty?

Recollect for a 
moment the most 
colorful, brilliant 
sunrise you’ve 
ever witnessed. 
Or consider an 
especially memo-
rable vacat ion 
spot, filled with nature’s 
wild magnificence. Maybe 
you find beauty to be in 
special moments spent with 
cherished loved ones, or a 
breathtaking musical perfor-
mance that left you speech-
less.

Now, imagine those same 
incomparable occasions 
and natural vistas marred 
by pollution, the cacophony 
of construction equipment, 
or hidden behind scarred, 
stained plastic windows. 
What began as splendor 
meant to delight the senses 
and soul turned to frustrat-
ing imitations of the “real 
thing.”

Human beings can find 
the most supreme beauty 

known to man in God, Him-
self. David described what 
he considered to be the most 
glorious of visions when 
he wrote about “gazing on 
the beauty of the Lord and 
seeking him in his temple” 
(Psalms 27:4) and later the 
“splendor, majesty, strength, 
and beauty” that is found 

in God’s sanctu-
ary (Psalm 96:6). 
While creation, 
our consciences, 
and the Word of 
God reveal God’s 
majesty to us, the 
ultimate revelation 
comes in the per-
son of Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son (John 
1:18).

Unfortunately, 
the idols of this 
world — enter-

tainment, busyness, even 
worthy pursuits — can keep 
us from experiencing fully 
the glory and radiance that 
is our Creator. In the same 
way that photos of nature’s 
beauty or the recording of 
symphonic music captures 
only part of the actual place 
or event, so our contentment 
with the temporary pleasures 
of life keep us from fully 
comprehending the richness 
of God.

Seek God’s face. Inquire 
in His temple. Choose to put 
aside the temporary as you 
intentionally revel in and 
contemplate the true beauty 
of God through time alone 
with Him.

mpaxson99@yahoo.com

a Devotional
              Break

Time to Take

by Martha 
Paxson

•	 Bluffton
•	 lafayette
•	 flora

•	 logansport
•	 frankfort
•	 swayzee

•	 Huntington
•	 waBasH

 Thoma/Rich,
 Lemler

 Funeral Home
 WELLS COUNTY’S

 OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
 308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN

 260-824-3850
 www.thomarich.com

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton • 824-3852

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

 Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver
 “For The Times You Don’t
 Want to Leave Home.”

 114 W. 
 Water

 824-4956

 HIDAY
 AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

 82 4-0900   General Motors

 82 4-1931  Chrysler

 (260)375-2135
 1-800-895-7035

 222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
 Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.

 Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
 Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

More Than 
A Customer...

You’re Family

More Than 

Family Ford 
of Bluff ton

(260)824-1253
Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

 1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
 (260) 824-5940

 Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
 decaturdentalin.com

 Bluffton
 Dental
 Clinic

 NATIONAL OIL
 Delivery to Home

 FARM • BUSINESS
 824-2220

 127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN  
824-1588

604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN • 622-4115 

CHEVROLET

 Les Gerber 
 Insurance

 Perry Gerber
 1120 N. Main St., Bluffton

 260-824-1237

 AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

 126 W. Townley
 Bluffton • 824-3330

 260-565-3131
 A Division of Craigville

 Telephone Company, Inc.

 643 N. Main St.
  Bluffton

  260-824-4460

 NAPA WELLS CO. 
 AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, 

 INC.

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:
• E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
• Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton
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Norwell’s Ashton Federspiel (left) drives and draws a blocking foul from Homestead's Aidan 
Good in overtime Friday at Spartan Arena. (Photo by Glen Werling)

By RYAN WALKER
PONETO — An 18-point comeback still 

was not enough to salvage a heartbreaker 
on Southern Wells’ Senior Night in a 47-44 
defeat over Cowan.

As Raiders’ (8-14) head coach Joel 
Roush described it, his team scratched and 
fought through a Blackhawks (10-11) team 
that had the three of the tallest players on the 
floor at all times, led by 6’10” Cole Duncan.

“That’s the thing I’ve never not been 
proud of this team,” Roush said after the 

game. “They scrap and fight and we’re 
outsized, and tonight pretty significantly. 
We battle and we scrap and we fight and it 
means something to these guys and I want 
those guys on my side all the time. I don’t 
want guys that just do it because they enjoy 
it. This place means something to our peo-
ple, to this school. Those are the people I 
want in my life.”

The Raiders did have their chances to tie 
it. Cowan’s Mason Kidd missed three of his 
four free-throw attempts with 12 seconds 
remaining in the game, aided by Duncan’s 
offensive rebound. His only make was the 
third shot to make it a guaranteed three-
point chance at the buzzer for the Raiders to 
tie.

Roush used a timeout to design a play for 
Chandler Oswalt, who got a slightly contest-
ed spot on the right wing that went just right 
of the rim to end the game.

“We wanted to get Evan (Pennington) off 
of a ball screen with Perrin (Gates), and then 
we wanted him to come down and hit Chan-
dler’s man and get it on a dribble handoff. 
And you saw we executed it pretty real well, 
but it just didn’t go.”

Cowan played bully ball with South-
ern Wells the entire night. It took an early 
advantage midway through the first quarter 
and not letting go for a long time.

As a team, Cowan outrebounded South-
ern Wells 45-30 — Duncan with 19, Grif-
fin Smith with nine and Gentry Graves with 
six, who would all be the tallest Raider on 
the team if they swapped uniforms.

The Raiders tried to play physical and 
disrupt the 6’10” big man, but Duncan got 
his double-double late in the second quarter.

At halftime, it was a close, but not prom-
ising nine-point deficit, and the Blackhawks 

came out hot in the third.
Duncan got two buckets in a row in the 

middle of Smith’s free throws and a make 
by Zack Lawson. The lead stretched out to 
18 at the time, and Roush needed to put out 
the fire with a timeout.

Not only did he put out the fire, but they 
caught it too.

CJ Reber got free for a quick jump shot 

in front of the basket on an inbounds play. 
Then, Duncan picked up his third foul and 
checked out of the game. After he left, the 
Raiders ramped up their pace of play and 
ran with it.

Reber knocked down a triple, and Gates 
scored underneath without the big wall to 
stop them.

Southern Wells’ senior Caleb Johnson (middle) stands with his family, holding a headshot of 
himself Friday night at the Raider Dome. Cowan spoiled the fun and won 47-44 in a tight game 
to cap off the regular season. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Blackhawks spoil Raiders Senior Night despite comeback

Cowan’s 6’10” Cole Duncan (right) towers 
over Southern Wells’ tallest, player Perrin 
Gates, in the post. Duncan was a thorn in the 
side of the Raiders, scoring a game-high 20 
point and 19 rebounds for the Blackhawks. (Continued on Page 7)

By RICK SPRUNGER
A strong second-half charge 

propelled the Bluffton Tigers to 
a 53-47 win over Southwood on 
Senior Night and the last regular 
season basketball game.

Trailing 28-19 early in the sec-
ond half, the Tigers hit Southwood 
with an 11-0 run to surge into the 
lead.

Then, down 46-45, Bluffton 
closed out the Knights with a 9-2 
run in the game’s last two minutes 
to secure the win.

Bluffton improved to 11-11 
going into next week’s sectional; 
Southwood fell to 7-15.

“We did a much better job of 
taking care of the basketball in the 
second half,” said Bluffton coach 
Craig Teagle after the game.

The Tigers had committed 14 
turnovers in the first half against 

an effective 2-2-1 press thrown at 
them by Southwood.

The Knights continued with the 
press in the second half but with 
decidedly different results.

“We pass-faked better, we came 
to the ball, and we were just more 
aggressive and less passive,” said 
Teagle.

The first of Bluffton’s big runs 
started early in the second quarter 
with a trio of hoops underneath, 
the first by Tucker Jenkins and two 
in a row by Kaleb Green.

That drove Southwood coach 
Christian Perry to a timeout.

But  Cameron Wil l iams 
rebounded a Bryce Wilcox miss 
and went coast to coast for a layup 
that got the Tigers within one 
point.

Andrew Hunt then stepped up 
with a dagger, a three-pointer from 

the right wing that gave Bluffton 
its first lead of the game, 30-28.

“I was really proud of Andrew 
Hunt,” said Teagle later. “He had 
been sick the last two days, and 
he got worn down in the first half. 
But he stepped up in the second 
half and hit that huge three for us 
and played great defense.”

Not only was Bluffton han-
dling Southwood’s pressure better 
at that point, it was also limiting 
the Knights to one-and-done shot 
opportunities on their end.

The Tigers finished with a 
crippling 31-16 advantage on the 
boards to help give themselves 
an opportunity to win down the 
stretch.

Bluffton maintained a 36-35 
edge heading into the fourth quar-
ter after Declan Grieser canned 
one of two free throws with 0:01 

left in the period.
Kaleb Green inched the lead to 

37-35 with another free throw 44 
seconds into the fourth quarter.

Unfortunately for Bluffton, 
Green was not the one fouled. Jen-
kins was, but Jenkins was slow 
getting up and had to be helped to 
the sideline.

Green came off the bench to 
shoot the free throws while Jen-
kins retreated to the locker room.

When he re-emerged, he had 
an ice pack taped to a swollen left 
ankle, his evening’s work finished.

“We don’t know yet,” said 
Teagle about Jenkins’ availabil-
ity for next week. “It looked like 
he stepped on someone’s foot and 
turned his ankle.”	 

Bluffton soldiered on without 
its wounded warrior and watched 
Southwood sneak into a 45-44 

lead with 3:40 to play on a three-
pointer by Maddox Marshall and a 
15-footer by Will Winer, who led 
all scorers with 19 points.

Axton Beste tipped in a Hunt 
miss, then rifled a three-pointer to 
put the Tigers up, 49-45, with 1:07 
remaining.

Marshall knocked down a pair 
of free throws to keep Southwood 
close.

But a charity flip by Williams, 
a layup by Green, and another free 
throw by Grieser closed it out.

Things were different in the first 
half, however, when Bluffton strug-
gled against Southwood pressure.

The Tigers turned the ball over 
on five of their first six posses-
sions and fell into a quick 8-2 hole.

The turnovers continued to 
mount in the second quarter, and 

Bluffton ends regular season with win over Southwood

(Continued on Page 7)

Knights outlast Spartans 
for overtime victory
By ANDREW FEEBACK

FORT WAYNE —  The 
defense did not rest for the 
Norwell Knights Friday 
night, as they clamped down 
on the hosting Homestead 
Spartans late to emerge with 
a 49-43 overtime win. 

Homestead (12-12) failed 
to score over the final 6:47 
of regulation and didn’t 
make a field goal the rest of 
the game. 

Norwell (14-8) did not 
even take its first lead until 
overtime, but gradually 
worked its way back from 
an early deficit with a zone 
defense that had the Spar-
tans off-balance for much of 
the night. 

When Homestead got 
out to a 15-5 lead early in 
the second quarter, Norwell 
called a timeout. 

Following that timeout, 
the Knights switched to a 
zone defense. 

“We were struggling 
offensively, and we just 
couldn’t get it going,” coach 
Mike McBride said. “(Will) 
Jamison was getting some 
good downhilll attacks. 
We were getting beat to the 
rim, so we changed to the 
2-3, which we had used at 
Concordia because they 
were really good drivers. It 
changed the tempo of the 
game for us. They didn’t 
seem to have the same 
rhythm offensively.” 

And that was noticeable 
right away, as the Knights 
kept the Spartans off the 
board for the next four min-
utes. 

Norwell trailed by seven 
at the break, but quickly had 
it down to three after a couple 
buckets from Cohen Bailey. 

The teams traded baskets 
for much of the third quar-
ter, which ended with the 
Spartans up 35-30. 

Mack Welker began the 
fourth quarter with a three-
pointer before Norwell got a 
layup from Adam McBride 

and two free throws from 
Ashton Federspiel. 

At the 6:47 mark, Welk-
er’s layup gave Homestead 
a 40-34 lead. 

Two buckets in the paint 
from Cade Shelton brought 
Norwell within two points. 

The score remained that 
way for the next four min-
utes before Shelton tied it 
with 1:20 to play. 

Homestead had 13 con-
secutive possessions that 
ended with either a missed 
shot or a turnover, spanning 
the last few minutes of regu-
lation and overtime. 

The Knights got it back 
with less than a minute to 
play when McBride came 
up with a steal near mid-
court, but Bailey’s jumper 
from the free throw line was 
off the mark, and an extra 
session ensued. 

Then, in a rather strange 
twist, every single point 
scored in overtime came 
from the free throw line, and 
Norwell’s all came from the 
same player. 

Federspiel made the first 
of two at the 2:20 mark 
to give Norwell its first 
lead. After his second one 
missed, Shelton rebounded 
it and got it back to Feder-
spiel, who was fouled again 
and made both shots. 

“He was great tonight,” 
McBride said. “He kept us 
in it in the first half, and I 
thought he did a great job 
staying focused in the sec-
ond half. He did a good job 
of being able to get to the 
free throw line, and that 
was a big key for us. He 
had some big blocks and 
rebounded well for us.” 

In recent years, it hasn’t 
been often that the Knights 
have had the best player 
on the court when they’ve 
faced the Spartans. 

But it was certainly the 
case Friday, with Feder-
spiel leading all scorers 
with 25 points, grabbing 10 

rebounds and going 13-14 
from the foul line. 

He made four more to 
push Norwell’s lead to 
47-40. Homestead still 
had some life when Will 
Jamison was fouled on a 
three-point shot with 27 
seconds left. He made all 
three, then the Spartans stole 
the inbound pass. But they 
missed their next attempt, 
and Federspiel made two 
more to end it. 

“Defensively, we were 
really good in the fourth 
quarter and overtime,” 
McBride said. “We did 
switch back to man-to-man, 
because Jamison got in a lit-
tle rhythm there against the 
zone. We’ve been working 
on our zone in practice all 
year. It’s not something we 
normally do in our program, 
but it’s helping us now and 
we’re getting better at play-
ing it.”

“I thought our kids really 
battled, really played hard, 
and I was proud of their 
effort tonight,” he contin-
ued. 

Shelton chipped in 10 
points for the Knights while 
Bailey added nine. 

Jamison topped the Spar-
tans with 20 while Welker 
had 10. 

Norwell will take a five-
game winning streak into 
sectional play next week, 
where the Knights will face 
Peru in the second game 
Wednesday evening at Mis-
sissinewa. 

The junior varsity game 
went to Homestead, 46-40. 
Nick McBride scored 22 
points, while Garry Riley 
scored seven and Caiden 
Petrie added six. 

sports@news-banner.com

NORWELL 49,
HOMESTEAD 43, OT

At Homestead
NORWELL (14-8): Cade Shelton 

5-11 0-0 10, Caiden Petrie 0-0 0-0 0, 
Garry Riley 0-0 0-0 0, Brady Smith 
0-0 0-0 0, Kaedyn Quintanilla 0-2 0-0 

(Continued on Page 7)
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Stock Market IndexeS

 39,282.28 31,429.82 Dow Jones Industrials 39,131.53 +503.54 +1.30 +3.83 +19.24
 16,717.04 13,400.45 Dow Jones Transportation 15,921.02 +291.83 +1.87 +.14 +8.83
 979.98 765.47 Dow Jones Utilities 849.05 +4.65 +.55 -3.70 -8.55
 17,642.10 14,471.08 NYSE Composite 17,616.02 +206.73 +1.19 +4.53 +13.91
 16,134.05 10,982.80 Nasdaq Composite 15,996.82 +221.17 +1.40 +6.56 +40.39
 5,111.06 3,808.86 S&P 500 5,088.80 +83.23 +1.66 +6.69 +28.18
 2,866.85 2,322.38 S&P MidCap 2,858.02 +29.72 +1.05 +2.75 +9.90
 51,337.12 37,776.71 Wilshire 5000 51,154.39 +702.98 +1.39 +5.92 +28.88
 2,071.78 1,633.67 Russell 2000 2,016.69 -16.06 -.79 -.51 +6.68
 17,665.22 12,426.88 Lipper Growth Index 17,628.13 +177.88 +1.02 +8.70 +37.09

           52-Week                                                                        Wk        Wk       YTD     12-mo
     High          Low      Name                                  Last          Chg     %Chg    %Chg    %Chg

the Week In revIeW

Mutual FundS

American Funds AmrcnBalA  m MA 99,357 33.04 +2.9 +16.2/B +8.2/B 5.75
American Funds EuroPacGrA  m FG 19,927 56.94 +5.9 +13.6/C +6.3/C 5.75
American Funds FdmtlInvsA  m LB 65,830 76.23 +5.7 +28.8/B +12.6/D 5.75
American Funds GrfAmrcA  m LG 126,062 68.44 +6.5 +37.3/D +14.2/D 5.75
American Funds IncAmrcA  m AL 74,181 23.62 +1.9 +7.6/E +6.9/D 5.75
American Funds InvCAmrcA  m LB 79,697 53.59 +4.9 +31.7/A +13.6/C 5.75
American Funds NwPrspctvA  m WG 55,841 59.12 +5.9 +23.5/C +12.3/B 5.75
American Funds WAMtInvsA  m LB 78,759 60.30 +4.2 +23.2/D +12.4/D 5.75
Davis NYVentureA  m LB 4,433 28.67 +7.5 +29.5/A +11.0/E 4.75
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm LB 484,415 176.93 +4.8 +28.9/B +14.7/A NL
Fidelity Contrafund LG 111,669 18.40 +9.7 +50.2/A +16.9/A NL
Fidelity TtlMktIdxInsPrm LB 84,231 139.95 +4.5 +26.9/C +13.7/C NL
Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA  m LG 2,003 19.19 +8.1 +43.2/C +19.0/A 5.75
Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA  m LG 3,665 142.09 +7.4 +45.4/B +17.4/A 5.75
George Putnam BalA  m MA 1,289 23.94 +3.2 +21.1/A +9.7/A 5.75
INVESCO MnStrA  m LB 8,326 53.71 +6.2 +26.3/C +12.6/D 5.50
PIMCO IncInstl MU 83,491 10.51 +0.3 +7.3/B +3.0/B NL
Putnam DiversIncA  m NT 542 5.45 +0.2 +4.9/D +0.2/E 4.00
Putnam SustLeadersA  m LG 5,342 119.06 +7.0 +32.9/D +15.1/C 5.75
Putnam TEIncA  m ML 542 7.82 +1.1 +6.2/B +1.8/C 4.00
Schwab SP500Idx LB 82,566 78.15 +4.8 +28.8/B +14.6/A NL
Thornburg IntermMnA  m MI 262 13.25 +0.6 +4.9/C +1.5/C 2.00
Thornburg LtdTrmUSGvtA  m GS 42 11.75 -0.3 +2.4/D -0.1/E 2.25
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl LB 464,447 470.38 +5.0 +29.5 +14.6 NL
Vanguard GrIdxAdmrl LG 69,263 174.38 +5.4 +45.4/B +18.3/A NL
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl MI 69,521 13.67 +0.6 +5.2/B +2.0/A NL
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl LB 65,598 164.06 +3.5 +29.1/B +13.3/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 75,695 18.69 +2.1 +12.9 +6.3 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 88,546 36.26 +2.6 +14.4 +7.1 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd TI 90,652 22.71 +3.0 +15.8 +7.8 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 79,816 40.52 +3.4 +17.1 +8.6 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 76,742 27.60 +3.8 +18.5 +9.3 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2050Fd TN 63,788 46.13 +4.1 +19.3 +9.6 NL
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl CI 98,878 9.50 -1.0 +3.0 +0.4 NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl FB 71,246 31.65 +4.5 +12.0 +5.7 NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv FB 183,388 18.92 +4.5 +11.9 +5.7 NL
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl LB 343,627 122.66 +4.5 +26.9/C +13.7/C NL
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl MA 94,211 73.69 +2.8 +16.6 +8.8 NL

                                                      Total Assets                 Total Return/Rank         Pct
Name                                        Obj    ($Mlns)    NAV      4-wk     12-mo     5-year    Load

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government, 
IB -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate 
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World 
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same 
objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar. 

Weekly doW JoneS and S&P 500
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Close: 39,131.53

1-week change: 503.54 (1.3%)

Dow Jones industrials

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. lf = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock 
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy 
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = 
Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants. 
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred 
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA 
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x  = fund 
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.

StockS oF local IntereSt
                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

AFLAC 2.00 80.41 +1.03 +1.3 -2.5
AT&T Inc 1.11 16.80 -.17 -1.0 +.1
AMD 1.60 176.52 +2.65 +1.5 +19.7
Amazon ... 174.99 +5.48 +3.2 +15.2
AEP 3.52 82.45 +1.10 +1.4 +1.5
Apple Inc s .96 182.52 +.21 +0.1 -5.2
ApldMatl 1.28 197.16 -2.09 -1.0 +21.7
BP PLC 1.74 35.38 -.07 -0.2 -.1
BkofAm .96 33.92 -.17 -0.5 +.7
BrMySq 2.40 51.66 +1.80 +3.6 +.7
CampSp 1.48 42.45 +1.00 +2.4 -1.8
Canoo Inc ... .12 -.03 -17.7 -54.9
Caterpillar 5.20 323.88 +1.97 +0.6 +9.5
Chevron 6.52 154.66 +.03 ... +3.7
Cisco 1.60 48.86 +.42 +0.9 -3.3
Citigroup 2.12 55.93 +1.08 +2.0 +8.7
CocaCola 1.84 61.20 +1.81 +3.0 +3.9
DxSOXBr ... 4.09 -.30 -6.8 -29.7
DxSOXBl ... 40.17 +1.84 +4.8 +27.9
Disney .30 107.74 -3.86 -3.5 +19.3
Eaton 2.92 284.93 +7.41 +2.7 +18.3
EliLilly 5.20 769.54 -12.52 -1.6 +32.0
ExxonMbl 3.80 103.84 +.11 +0.1 +3.9
FordM .60 12.14 -.16 -1.3 -.4
FrankElec .90 100.48 +.20 +0.2 +4.0
FrptMcM .30 38.96 +.13 +0.3 -8.5
GenElec .32 153.33 +4.17 +2.8 +20.1
GrabHl A ... 3.16 -.37 -10.5 -6.2
HP Inc 1.02 29.27 +.69 +2.4 -2.7
HomeDp 9.00 371.96 +9.61 +2.7 +7.3
iShChinaLC .87 24.12 +1.05 +4.6 +.4
iSh20 yrT 3.05 93.87 +1.11 +1.2 -5.1
iShiBxHYB 5.09 77.35 +.44 +0.6 -.1
iShR2K 1.77 199.89 -1.77 -0.9 -.4
Intel .50 42.99 -.52 -1.2 -14.4
IBM 6.64 185.72 -1.92 -1.0 +13.6
IntuitMch A ... 9.59 +2.27 +31.0 +275.3
Inv QQQ 1.16 436.78 +6.21 +1.4 +6.7

IovanceTh ... 15.77 +6.62 +72.3 +94.0
Kroger 1.16 48.21 +.57 +1.2 +5.5
LincNat 1.80 27.34 -.01 ... +1.4
Lowes 4.40 232.56 +5.71 +2.5 +4.5
LucidGrp ... 3.02 -.69 -18.6 -28.3
MarathDig ... 23.99 -2.95 -11.0 +2.1
McDnlds 6.68 297.75 +5.73 +2.0 +.4
Microsoft 3.00 410.34 +6.28 +1.6 +9.1
MonoprT ... 1.30 +.96 +279.0 +282.4
NL Inds .28 5.22 -.14 -2.6 -7.0
NiSource 1.06 26.12 +.22 +0.8 -1.6
Nikola ... .76 +.02 +3.2 -12.7
NorflkSo 5.40 258.01 +5.97 +2.4 +9.2
Nu Hldg ... 10.22 -.14 -1.4 +22.7
Nucor 2.16 189.99 +4.41 +2.4 +9.2
Nvidia .16 788.17 +62.04 +8.5 +59.2
Palantir ... 22.97 -1.47 -6.0 +33.8
PepsiCo 5.06 169.60 +3.28 +2.0 -.1
Pfizer 1.68 27.76 +.14 +0.5 -3.6
PlugPowr h ... 3.01 -.95 -24.0 -33.1
PrUltPQ ... 59.62 +2.21 +3.8 +17.6
PShtQQQ ... 11.12 -.53 -4.5 -17.3
RiviaAu A ... 10.07 -6.23 -38.2 -57.1
SpdrDJIA 3.98 391.28 +5.09 +1.3 +3.8
S&P500ETF 4.13 507.85 +8.34 +1.7 +6.8
SnapInc A ... 10.80 -.37 -3.3 -36.2
SoFiTech ... 8.17 -.19 -2.3 -17.9
SPDR Fncl .46 40.30 +.67 +1.7 +7.2
StlDynam 1.70 127.01 +3.67 +3.0 +7.5
Tellurian ... .74 -.15 -17.0 -2.1
Tesla ... 191.97 -7.98 -4.0 -22.7
U Power n ... .08 -.02 -19.4 -59.2
VerizonCm 2.66 40.66 +.17 +0.4 +7.9
WalMart 2.49 175.56 +5.20 +3.1 +11.4
WalgBoots 1.00 21.73 -.25 -1.1 -16.8
WBroDis A ... 8.61 -1.22 -12.4 -24.3
WsteMInc 2.80 208.05 +6.51 +3.2 +16.2
WellsFargo 1.40 53.86 +1.95 +3.8 +9.4

Money rateS

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries
 1-year
 2-year
 5-year
 10-year
 30-year

 8.50 8.50
 6.00 6.00
 5.33 5.33

 5.00 5.02
 4.69 4.72
 4.28 4.33
 4.25 4.33
 4.37 4.47

                                     Last    Pvs Day
currencIeS

Australia 1.5232 1.5256
Britain 1.2675 1.2659
Canada 1.3501 1.3489
Euro .9239 .9240
Japan 150.47 150.56
Mexico 17.1214 17.1126
Switzerlnd .8812 .8811

                                   Last        Pvs Day

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All 
others show dollar in foreign currency. 

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
Palantir 2660463 22.97 -1.47
Nu Hldg 2004631 10.22 -.14
FordM 1590206 12.14 -.16
AT&T Inc 1462026 16.80 -.17
BkofAm 1460457 33.92 -.17
Pfizer 1379659 27.76 +.14
SnapInc A 1329690 10.80 -.37
Vale SA 1197782 13.47 -.16
Carnival 1111363 15.23 +.43
Square 967288 78.92 +13.28

nySe actIveS ($1 or More)nySe GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
EmergBio 2.74 +1.18 +75.6
Owlet rs 6.17 +1.71 +38.3
Carvana A 69.23 +16.75 +31.9
MativHl 16.32 +3.72 +29.5
MediaAlp 20.02 +3.90 +24.2
Univ Insur 21.09 +3.77 +21.8
TPG RE 6.85 +1.20 +21.2
Square 78.92 +13.28 +20.2
ArmstrWld 122.37 +17.28 +16.4
ArcusBio 19.53 +2.73 +16.3

nySe loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Unisys 5.25 -2.72 -34.1
SunnovEn 7.44 -3.83 -34.0
Teladoc 14.50 -6.53 -31.1
CmtyHlt 2.93 -1.12 -27.7
GrayTelev 6.14 -2.17 -26.1
Starret 9.85 -3.45 -25.9
Medifast 40.73 -9.26 -18.5
BrdgInv 7.26 -1.58 -17.9
QuadGrph 5.34 -1.16 -17.8
TorridHl 4.11 -.89 -17.8

Stock exchanGe hIGhlIGhtS

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
RiviaAu A 3928464 10.07 -6.23
Tesla 3790530 191.97 -7.98
MonoprT 3167177 1.30 +.96
Nvidia 3064859 788.17 +62.04
AMD 2877783 176.52 +2.65
Intel 2206047 42.99 -.52
IntuitMch A 2197118 9.59 +2.27
MarathDig 2116085 23.99 -2.95
Amazon 2009203 174.99 +5.48
Apple Inc s 1917477 182.52 +.21

naSdaq actIveS ($1 or More)naSdaq GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Ventyx 6.71 +4.25 +172.8
Infobird 3.78 +1.90 +101.1
Vincerx 3.58 +1.77 +97.8
SoundHnd 2.44 +1.19 +95.2
Root A 16.96 +8.05 +90.3
TrxadeGr rs 8.22 +3.63 +79.1
CareMxA rs 7.69 +3.29 +74.8
IovanceTh 15.77 +6.62 +72.3
EngFoc rs 2.13 +.88 +70.0
La Rosa n 2.55 +1.05 +70.0

naSdaq loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
MicCloud rs 6.61 -59.75 -90.0
RaptTher 8.72 -17.25 -66.4
ModivCre 26.62 -23.17 -46.5
Carmell A 2.04 -1.62 -44.3
BoneBio wt 2.87 -2.13 -42.6
UplandSoft 2.82 -1.97 -41.1
Datasea rs 5.47 -3.63 -39.9
RiviaAu A 10.07 -6.23 -38.2
SurgePay wt 2.24 -1.18 -34.5
AriszAc 7.36 -3.84 -34.3
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Close: 5,088.80

1-week change: 83.23 (1.7%)

S&P 500
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Bluffton ends regular season
Southwood increased its margin to nine points on two occa-
sions, first at 19-10 and then at 23-14.

A three-point play by Grieser cut the margin to 23-17 
with 0:53 left, and Bluffton got the ball back and played for 
one shot to end the half. But Wilcox stepped in front of a 
pass and fired the ball to Bo Liddick for a layup just ahead 
of the horn and a 25-17 Southwood halftime edge.

It was then that Bluffton came out with guns blazing in 
the second half and rallied around the Knights for the win.

The Tigers were 20-35 from the field for the game for a 
red-hot .571 shooting percentage.

“We shot the ball well because we took good shots,” 
observed Teagle. “Unfortunately, we weren’t so hot from 
the free throw line.”

Nope. The Tigers were 9-20 from there.
Green scored 15 points and Beste and Grieser 13 each to 

lead Bluffton in scoring. Marshall joined Winer in double 
figures for Southwood with 14 points.

The Knights were 15-for-42 from the field for a .357 per-

centage.
Bluffton won the reserve game, 35-30.
Jared Moser scored 10 points, Nolan Lambert and Benja-

min Maggard eight apiece, Coleson Teeple three, and Jude 
Baumgartner, Eli Bertsch, and Easton Blair two each for the 
Tigers.

sports@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 53, SOUTHWOOD 47
At Bluffton

SOUTHWOOD (7-15): Maddox Marshall 5-11 2-2 14, Will Winer 6-9 7-8 19, 
Jaret Denney 1-6 0-0 3, Bryce Wilcox 1-12 2-6 4, Dalton Barney 0-0 2-2 2, Bo 
Liddick 2-4 0-0 5, Caleb Wyatt 0-0 0-0 0. TOTAL: 15-42 13-18 47.

BLUFFTON (11-11): Andrew Hunt 1-3 0-0 3, Cameron Williams 1-2 1-3 3, 
Tucker Jenkins 3-7 0-2 6, Axton Beste 5-7 0-0 13, Kaleb Green 6-8 3-4 15, 
Declan Greiser 4-7 5-11 13, Elijah Garrett 0-0 0-0 0, Hunter Wenger 0-1 0-0 0. 
TOTAL: 20-35 9-20 53.
Southwood   12     13    10     12	 —  47
Bluffton	         6	 11	  19     17	 —  53

Three-point shooting: Southwood 4-11 (Marshall 2-4, Denney 1-2, Wilcox 
0-2, Liddick 1-3), Bluffton 4-8 (Hunt 1-3, Williams 0-1, Beste 3-3, Wenger 0-1). 
Rebounds: Southwood 16 (Wilcox 5), Bluffton 31 (Jenkins 7, Grieser 5). Turn-
overs: Southwood 11, Bluffton 21. Personal fouls: Southwood 18, Bluffton 15. 
Fouled out: Barney. Technical fouls: None.

Junior varsity: Bluffton 35, Southwood 30.

(Continued from Page 6)

Blackhawks spoil Senior Night
Cowan head coach Aaron Graves threw Duncan back into 

the game after only sitting for two minutes, but the Raiders 
were still rolling.

Oswalt hit on back-to-back threes to trickle the lead down 
to 36-29. Pennington split free-throw attempts and Reber hit 
a fastbreak layup. Duncan ended the third quarter with a bas-
ket close to the hoop, but Southern Wells did its damage and 
turned a once 18-point deficit to a manageable 38-32 score all 
within the same quarter.

On his Senior Night, the fourth quarter was Pennington’s 
time.

The Raiders’ second-leading scorer of the season scored six 
of the next eight points and regained the lead with 4:10 left. 
The Blackhawks didn’t see any points until Jayden Terry’s 
three went in right after.

The two traded leads over the next three minutes, but then 
Kidd sized up his defender, squared off a deep three at the top 
of the key and swished it home. That put Cowan up 46-44, and 
ended up being the dagger.

It spoiled what could have been a miraculous comeback 
story in front of the packed Raider Dome. Roush wasn’t disap-
pointed in his team, rather, he was quite proud of the group he 
watched grow as an assistant and now as a head coach.

“We talked before the game — we wanted to leave a good 
impression on our fans, on our student body, on our parents 
and on our community,” Roush said. “And I thought our effort 

tonight was really, really good, and I feel like we made those 
people proud. I’m so proud of our seniors, they’ve really 
committed. They’ve done what we’ve asked them to do, and 
they’ve accepted the roles that we’ve asked them to accept and 
honestly, it’s been an honor to coach them.”

Pennington led the Raiders with 15 points and four 
rebounds. Oswalt finished with 11 points and four rebounds.

The Raiders have now dropped two in a row heading into 
sectionals.

Southern Wells will kick off the sectional its hosting at 6 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27 against Southwood.

Southern Wells won the junior varsity game 20-18 in two 
quarters. Trey Slusher and Landon Johnson scored seven 
points each.

ryan@news-banner.com

COWAN 47, SOUTHERN WELLS 44
At Southern Wells

COWAN (10-11): Cole Duncan 10-17 0-3 20, Jayden Terry 2-8 0-0 10, Mason Kidd 
3-12 1-6 9, Griffin Smith 3-9 1-2 7, Zack Lawson 2-3 0-1 2, Gentry Graves 1-4 0-0 2. 
TOTALS: 21-55 2-12 44.

SOUTHERN WELLS (8-14): Evan Pennington 7-9 1-5 15, Chandler Oswalt 4-20 0-0 
11, CJ Reber 3-8 2-2 9, Perrin Gates 2-4 0-0 4, Andrew Aker 1-10 0-0 3, Joshua Aulbach 
1-1 0-0 2, Caleb Johnson 0-1 0-0 0, Landon Johnson 0-3 0-0 0. TOTALS: 18-56 3-7 47.

Cowan     11   14    13     9  –– 47
S. Wells     9     7    16   12  –– 44
Three-point FG: Cowan 3-13 (Kidd 2-7, Terry 1-2, Smith 0-3, Graves 0-1), Southern 

Wells 5-24 (Oswalt 3-10, Reber 2-6, Aker 1-7, L. Johnson 0-1). Rebounds: Cowan 45 
(Duncan 19, Smith 9, Kidd 6, Graves 5, Terry 4, Lawson), Southern Wells 30 (Aker 9, 
Gates 7, Reber 5, Oswalt 4, Pennington 4, C. Johnson 1). Turnovers: Cowan 11, South-
ern Wells 4. Fouls: Cowan 9, Southern Wells 10. Fouled Out: None. Technicals: none.

JV: 18-16 Southern Wells.

(Continued from Page 6)

Knights outlast Spartans
0, Adam McBride 2-7 0-0 5, Trace Moser 0-0 0-0 0, 

Owen Wallis 0-0 0-0 0, Cohen Bailey 3-9 0-0 7, Nick 
McBride 1-2 0-0 2, Ashton Federspiel 6-12 13-14 25, 
Ryne Thornton 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 17-43 13-14 49.

HOMESTEAD (12-12): Will Jamison 7-19 3-3 20, 
Aidan Good 0-1 0-0 0, Josh Rodgers 1-3 0-0 3, Alex 
Graber 0-1 0-0 0, Owen Smith 0-0 0-0 0, Levi Selking 
0-0 0-0 0, Michael Raudenbush 2-8 0-3 4, Payton 
Rhinehart 0-0 0-0 0, Mack Welker 4-6 0-0 10, Mar-
shawn Warfield 0-0 0-0 0, Ayle Taylor 0-0 0-0 0, Wyatt 

Weaver 3-7 0-0 6, Jake Coolman 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 
17-47 3-6 43.

HOMESTEAD (12-12): Will Jamison 7-19 3-3 20, 
Aidan Good 0-1 0-0 0, Josh Rodgers 1-3 0-0 3, Alex 
Graber 0-1 0-0 0, Owen Smith 0-0 0-0 0, Levi Selking 
0-0 0-0 0, Michael Raudenbush 2-8 0-3 4, Payton 
Rhinehart 0-0 0-0 0, Mack Welker 4-6 0-0 10, Mar-
shawn Warfield 0-0 0-0 0, Ayle Taylor 0-0 0-0 0, Wyatt 
Weaver 3-7 0-0 6, Jake Coolman 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 
17-47 3-6 43.
Norwell        5     8    17  10   9 —  49
Homestead 10  10   15    5   3 — 43

Three-point Field Goals: Norwell 2-12 (Adam 
McBride 1-6, Bailey 1-2, Federspiel 0-2, Quintanilla 
0-1, Nick McBride 0-1), Homestead 6-23 (Jamison 
3-9, Welker 2-3, Rodgers 1-5, Raudenbush 0-5, Good 
0-1). Rebounds: Norwell 30 (Federspiel 10, Shelton 8, 
Quintanilla 5, Adam McBride 5, Bailey 1, Nick McBride 
1), Homestead 21 (Jamison 6, Weaver 6, Rauden-
bush 4, Rodgers 2, Welker 2, Good 1). Turnovers: 
Norwell 12, Homestead 9. Fouls: Norwell 11, Home-
stead 17. Fouled out: Graber. Technicals: None.

JV: Homestead 46, Norwell 40.

(Continued from Page 6)

Habegger competes at state
Bluffton bowler Miken Habegger finished in 12th place 
at the singles state bowling tournament on Saturday. 
He bowled a total series of 771, and was enough to be 
selected to the all-region team for high school bowl-
ing. The all-state scholarship tournament in Kokomo on 
March 9. (Photo provided)

The Norwell swim and 
dive team for the middle 
school beat Bellmont at 
home on Wednesday night 
122-58 on the boys’ side and 
146-39 on the girls.
First-place finishers were:

Boys
• Ben Peterson in the div-

ing events.
• Tyler Zent in the 200-

yard freestyle.
• Wyatt Goulet in the 

50-yard freestyle.
• Evan Swallow in the 

400-yard freestyle.
• Goulet, Zent, Swallow 

and Peterson in the 200-yard 
freestyle relay.

• Zent in the 100-yard 
backstroke.

• Easton Reinhard in the 
100-yard breaststroke.

Girls
• Katelyn Troutt in the 

diving event.

• Faith Grant, Haiflich, 
Emma Easley and Kurtz in 
the 200-yard medley relay.

• Layken Miakowski in 
the 200-yard freestyle.

• Grant in the 100-yard 
IM.

• Easley in the 50-yard 
freestyle.

• Mia Kurtz in the 
50-yard butterfly.

• Hoppingarner, Holmes, 
Holte and Grisafo in the 
200-yard freestyle relay.

• Grant in the 100-yard 
backstroke.

• Elle Bales in the 100-
yard breaststroke.

• Grant, Kurtz, Easley 
and Miakowski in the 300-
yard freestyle relay.

The team will swim next 
at Huntington’s YMCA 
against Crestview and Riv-
erview at 5 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 26.

Tigersharks, Heyerly 
race at swim state

Bluffton and Norwell 
were represented on day one 
of the IHSAA’s boys’ swim-
ming state finals Friday 
night.

All events took place at 
the IUPUI Natatorium.

The Tigersharks, who 
won the setional as a team 
last weekend at Jay County, 
had two events and two 
relays on display.

The Knights had Rylan 
Heyerly competing in both 
the 200 and 100-freestyle 
races after taking first in the 
sectional as a freshman.

Here’s how each 
of them did:

• Bluffton’s 200-yard 
medley relay team of Noah 

Brooks, Dalton Rodg-
ers, Elija Robles and Isaac 
Wheeler finished 29th with 
a time of 1:46.18.

• Norwell’s Heyerly fin-
ished 29th in the 200-yard 
freestyle relay with a time of 
1:50.10. Then, he finished 
30th in the 100-yard free-
style with a time of 49.54.

• Bluffton’s Wheeler fin-
ished 31st in the 100-yard but-
terdly with a time of 55.51.

• Brooks finished 32nd 
in the 100-yard backstroke 
with a time of 58.16.

• Bluffton’s 400-yard 
freestyle relay team of 
Brooks, Griffin Linderwell, 
Rodgers and Wheeler 31st 
with a time of 3:38.45.

Knights top  Braves 
in MS swim & diving
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Feeling like I’m falling short
Dear Annie: I am the sole caregiver 

of my partner of 30 years who started 
suffering from dementia five years ago. 
I am at a point where I do nothing all 
day if I can avoid it. I read compulsively. 
I start stressing days ahead of when I 
know I’ll have to make a trip to town — 
40 miles roundtrip for groceries, etc. 

My partner doesn’t require me to be 
on my feet all day. He just lays in his 
chair and listens to audiobooks. He can 
still make his way to the bathroom and 
back with his walker. I just make sure 
he has his meals and meds at certain 
times. Right now, he is dealing with a 
back injury due to a fall. When his back 
is better, it’ll be either his teeth or his 
stomach we are dealing with. I don’t 
have enough energy to clean the house, 
cook good meals, do laundry or take 
care of the truck. 

I dread having to do anything or think 
about anything. I have become an abso-
lutely worthless human being. It takes 
everything I have in the way of energy 
to just feed him, take care of the ani-
mals, the bills and groceries, etc. How 
can I be so tired when I am doing less 
and less every day? I am so ashamed of 
myself. — Caregiver Not Good Enough

Dear Caregiver: Consider what 
local resources and support groups are 
at your disposal. Socialization and time 
out of the house will no doubt improve 
your mental health and provide you an 
outlet beyond just caring for your sick 
partner. Lean on your family and friends 
for support and allow them to help you if 
they can. Don’t be a hero.

Being the sole provider for another 
human being is a challenging, exhaust-
ing role to hold. Don’t belittle this; show 
yourself some compassion and remem-
ber that your productivity is not an indi-
cation of your value.

Dear Annie: A few years ago, I 
responded to a letter in your column 
from a widower, “Missing Love,” who 
wanted to date again but felt it was a 
“problem” that he still loved his late 
wife. I said it was not a problem, but 
a blessing, and if he ever did find love 

again, it would 
exist alongside 
his love for his 
wife, not replace 
it. That was my 
theory, anyway. 
I was a widow of 
four years who 
was NOT looking 
for love! But here 
is my update.

I decided to join an online dating site 
six years after my husband died, when 
my life was finally happy and fulfilling 
as it was. I wasn’t looking to be rescued 
or taken care of, so I could date light-
heartedly: I had no expectations but 
nothing to lose, either, so it was easy.

I met a few men who didn’t click, 
and then, three months in, I met a won-
derful man who instantly did! His wife 
had also died six years before. We mar-
ried six months later. We found “The 
Princess Bride” style true love, much to 
our continuing amazement. 

I can say from experience now that 
indeed, the new love lives happily 
beside the old, which is not at all dimin-
ished or set aside. We speak easily and 
with great fondness of our first spouses, 
and our families and longtime friends 
are most happy for us. I hope “Missing 
Love” has the same great good fortune. 
— Buttercup

Dear Buttercup: Thank you for shar-
ing your sweet story. It’s truly a testa-
ment to the fact that we can experience 
and celebrate new relationships while 
still treasuring ones that have come 
before. When it comes to love, there’s 
always room for a second chance.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” features favorite columns on 
marriage, infidelity, communication 
and reconciliation. It is available as a 
paperback and e-book. Visit http://www.
creatorspublishing.com for more infor-
mation. Send your questions for Annie 
Lane to dearannie@creators.com. Send 
your questions for Annie Lane to dear-
annie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNSJesus Christ opened 
Heaven’s door for us by 
His death on the cross
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Swan's 
Place 

Let's Take 
It Outside 

A Fishing 
Story 

Life's 
Highway 

Living the 
Dream 

Divine Life Sue Thomas F.B.Eye 
"Simon Says" 

Founda-
tion 

Pacific Garden Mission CURE America BillyGr-
aham.TV 

The Listen 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
(4:00) Basketball 
Alabama at Kentucky (N) 

WANE 15 
News (N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Honoring 
Black (N) 

So Help Me Todd 48 Hours 48 Hours (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) IN 
Focus (N) 

(:05) The Equalizer "The 
Milk Run" 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Law & Order: SVU 
"Betrayal's Climax" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Wednesday's Child" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Comic Perversion" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Gridiron Soldier" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Gambler's Fallacy" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Criminal Stories" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Downloaded Child" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Beast's Obsession" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 6 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball Boston Celtics at New York Knicks From 
Madison Square Garden in New York. (L) (N) 

ABC21 (N) Investig-
ateTV (N) 

Seinfeld Mod Fam 
"Sleeper" 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
(3:00) PGA Golf Mexico 
Open, Third Round (N) 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

The Wall "Monet and 
Kevyn" 

Weakest Link Saturday Night Live News (N) Saturday Night Live Shane Gillis; 21 
Savage (L) (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
World Chase Tag Chicago Fire "You 

Choose" 
Chicago Fire "Make 
This Right" 

9-1-1 "May Day" The Rookie "Day in the 
Hole" 

Crimes "Dismissed With 
Prejudice" 

Murdoch Mysteries
"Murdoch on the Couch"

Law & Order: SVU 
"Sanctuary" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
To the 
Rescue 

College Basketball Virginia Tech at Pittsburgh
From Petersen Events Center in Pittsburgh. (L) (N) 

(:45) College Basketball Florida State at Clemson From 
Littlejohn Coliseum in Clemson, S.C. (L) (N) 

The 
Liquidator 

TMZ (N) <++++ Glory (‘89) Denzel 
Washington, Matthew Broderick. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Journey Indiana from 
Above 

Tribute Lawrence Welk regulars & special guest stars 
celebrate the bandleader from the Grand Ole Opry. 

Marcus King: Live in Nashville Charley Crockett: Live From the 
Ryman 

Austin City Limits
"Bonnie Raitt" (N) 

NOVA "Hunt for the 
Oldest DNA" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
(4:30) America's Home Cooking: 
Gadgets & Gizmos 

Social Security & You With Mary 
Beth Franklin 

Bee Gees-Time Following the Bee Gees from their 
roots in England to superstardom on a global scale.

Ancient Remedies With Dr. Josh 
Axe 

You, Happier With Daniel Amen, 
MD 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
(4:30) MLS Soccer Seattle Sounders FC at Los 
Angeles FC From BMO Stadium in Los Angeles. (N) 

FOX College Hoops 
Tip-Off (L) (N) 

College Basketball Villanova at Connecticut From 
Harry A. Gampel Pavilion in Storrs, Conn. (L) (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

The Floor "You Can Run 
but You Can't Hide" 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < Wendy 
Williams: The Movie 

Wendy The life of talk show host Wendy Williams; 
her divorce and her notorious feuds with celebrities.

Where Is Wendy Williams? New questions arise 
about Wendy's career and her family life. (N) 

(:05) W. Williams "I'm 
Not a Crier" 

(:05) Where Is Wendy 
Williams? 

W. Williams "I'm Not a 
Crier" 

FX  24 132 136 148 <+++ Captain America: The Winter Soldier (‘14) Chris Evans. <+++ Guardians of the Galaxy (‘14) Chris Pratt. <+++ Guardians of the Galaxy (‘14) Chris Pratt.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:00) <+++ Men in 
Black Tommy Lee Jones. 

Red Carpet Extensive multiplatform coverage of 
Hollywood's biggest nights. (N) 

<++ Men in Black II (2002, Action) Will Smith,
Rip Torn, Tommy Lee Jones. 

<++ Men in Black 3 (2012, Action) Tommy Lee Jones, Josh 
Brolin, Will Smith. 

< Straight 
Outta Co... 

PARMT  30  241 241 
<+++ Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989, Adventure) Sean 
Connery, Denholm Elliott, Harrison Ford. 

<++++ Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981, Adventure) Karen 
Allen, Paul Freeman, Harrison Ford. 

<+++ Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989, 
Adventure) Sean Connery, Denholm Elliott, Harrison Ford.  

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(4:00) Basketball North 
Carolina at Virginia (N) 

College Basketball Texas at Kansas From Allen 
Fieldhouse in Lawrence, Kan. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Texas A&M at Tennessee From 
Thompson-Boling Arena in Knoxville, Tenn. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Teams TBA Men's college 
basketball action. (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 (4:00) Basketball College Basketball Teams TBA (L) (N) Basketball Washington State at Arizona State (N) College Basketball USC at UCLA (L) (N) Basketball E60

FSMW  33  418 671 
Adventure 
Cities 

Snow 
Motion 

MLB Baseball Miami Marlins at St. Louis Cardinals
From Roger Dean Stadium in Jupiter, Fla. 

College Basketball Teams TBA Men's college 
basketball action. (L) (N) 

College Basketball George Washington at Saint 
Louis From Chaifetz Arena in St. Louis. (N) 

Baseball Miami Marlins 
at St. Louis Cardinals 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(4:30) College Basketball George 
Mason at Loyola-Chicago (L) (N) 

911 Crisis 
Center (N) 

9-1-1 "Red Flag" 9-1-1 "In Another Life" 9-1-1 "Recovery" 9-1-1 "Mixed Feelings" 9-1-1 "Performance 
Anxiety" 

9-1-1 "Death and 
Taxes" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
(4:00) Afraid XL "Mutiny 
in the Jungle" 

Afraid XL EJ and Steven's new camp is stalked by a 
jaguar; a survivalist leaves the group to go solo. 

Naked and Afraid XL A distant fishing hole means 
a punishing journey for a team's next meal. 

Afraid XL Desperate for food ahead of their day 40 
extraction, Jen pushes Trish to hunt new territory. 

Naked and Afraid XL 
"A Gathering Swarm" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Love & Translation Love "Amore Is Blind" Love "Tres Is a Crowd" 90 Day: Single Life (N) 90 Day: Single Life (N) 90 Day: Single Life (N) 90 Day: Single Life (N) 90 Day: The Single Life 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained The UnXplained The UnXplained "Lost 

Cities" 
The UnXplained
"Mysterious Structures" 

The UnXplained "Evil 
Places" 

(:05) The UnXplained
"Life Beyond Death" 

(:05) UnXplained "The 
Truth About Bigfoot" 

(:05) The UnXplained 
"Mysterious Structures" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < The Last 
Bridesmaid 

< Love & Jane (2024, Romance) Benjamin Ayres,
Eduardo Britto, Alison Sweeney. 

< Sense and Sensibility (‘24, Romance) Deborah 
Ayorinde, Victoria Ekanoye, Bethany Antonia. (P) 

< Royally Ever After (2018, Romance) Torrance 
Coombs, Barry McGovern, Fiona Gubelmann. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:45) <++ The Hunt (‘20, Thril) Betty 
Gilpin, Emma Roberts, Ike Barinholtz. 

(:45) <+++ Freaky (2020, Horror) Kathryn Love Newton, Katie 
Finneran, Vince Vaughn. 

<++ I, Robot (2004, Sci-Fi) Bridget Moynahan, Bruce 
Greenwood, Will Smith. 

<++ Transporter 3 (‘08) Natalya 
Rudakova, Jason Statham. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Movie (:45) <++ Men in Black 3 (‘12) Tommy Lee Jones, Will Smith. <+++ Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (‘17) Zoë Saldaña, Chris Pratt. Pet Tricks Pet Tricks < Captain America: Civ... 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:45) <+++ American Gangster (2007, Crime Story) Russell Crowe,
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Denzel Washington. 

Collision Exciting matches, stories and action 
featuring the world-class All Elite Wrestling roster. 

<+++ Black Panther (2018, Action) Michael B. Jordan, Lupita Nyong'o, 
Chadwick Boseman. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<++++ The Shawshank Redemption (1994, Drama) Morgan Freeman,
Bob Gunton, Tim Robbins. 

<+++ The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 1 (2014, Sci-Fi)
Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

<+++ The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 2 (2015, Sci-Fi) 
Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

COM  47  107 249 The Office The Office <++ Couples Retreat (‘09) Jason Bateman, Vince Vaughn. <++ Daddy's Home (‘15) Will Ferrell. <+++ The Other Guys (‘10) Mark Wahlberg, Will Ferrell. 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
NASCAR Xfinity Racing Series RAPTOR King of Tough 250
From Atlanta Motor Speedway in Hampton, Ga. (L) (N) 

PBA Bowling Indiana Classic From David Small's 
Championship Lanes in Anderson, Ind. (L) (N) 

Women's College Basketball UNLV at Nevada
From Lawlor Events Center in Reno, Nev. (L) (N) 

Horse Racing Saudi Cup College 
Basketball 

WGN  53   307 Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Decision Desk '24: South Carolina Republican Primary (L) (N) Decision Desk '24: South Carolina Republican Primary
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Identity Crisis" NCIS "Leap of Faith" NCIS "Chimera" NCIS "Requiem" NCIS NCIS "Lost & Found" NCIS NCIS "Tribes"

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 <+++ Bridesmaids (‘11, Comedy) Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne, Kristen Wiig. <+++ Bridesmaids (‘11) Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne, Kristen Wiig. <+++ Easy A (‘10) Penn Badgley, Emma Stone. 
NICK  68  170 299 (4:30) <++ Hotel Transylvania <++ Sonic the Hedgehog (‘20) Jim Carrey, James Marsden. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Big City Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Hailey <+++ Encanto Stephanie Beatriz. (:45) Marvel's (:10) Marvel's (:35) Marvel's Hamster & Hamster & Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:50) <+++ The Jungle 
Book (‘16) Neel Sethi. 

(:20) <++ Jumanji (1995, Children) Bonnie Hunt, Kirsten Dunst,
Robin Williams. 

(:50) <++ Aladdin (2019, Children) Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott, Will Smith. (:55) <++ The Pacifier 
(‘05) Vin Diesel. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:50) True Detective: 
Night Country "Part 6" 

(:10) <++ Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit (2014, 
Action) Kevin Costner, Kenneth Branagh, Chris Pine.

<+++ Priscilla (2023, Drama) Jacob Elordi,
Dagmara Dominczyk, Cailee Spaeny. (P) 

(:55) True Detective: 
Night Country "Part 6" 

(:15) Curb Your 
Enthusiasm 

<++ Sex and the City 
Sarah Jessica Parker. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:45) <+ Friday the 
13th Jared Padalecki. 

(:20) <+++ Fargo (1996, Thriller) Steve Buscemi,
William H. Macy, Frances McDormand. 

<+++ Green Room (‘15) Imogen 
Poots, Alia Shawkat, Anton Yelchin. 

(:35) <++ Jennifer's Body (‘09)
Amanda Seyfried, Megan Fox. 

(:20) <++ Hotel Artemis (‘18)
Sterling K. Brown, Jodie Foster. 

(:55) < 
Revenge ... 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:45) <+++ Love & Basketball (2000, Romance)
Omar Epps, Alfre Woodard, Sanaa Lathan. 

< Kokomo City (‘23) (:15) <+++ The Wolf of Wall Street (2013, Comedy Drama) Jonah Hill,
Margot Robbie, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

(:15) <++ Get Rich or Die Tryin' (‘05, Cri)
Adewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje, Walter Alza, 50 Cent. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(3:15) <+++ The 
English Patient 

<+++ Road to Perdition (2002, Crime Story)
Paul Newman, Jude Law, Tom Hanks. (P) 

<+++ The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo (2011, Thriller)
Rooney Mara, Christopher Plummer, Daniel Craig. (P) 

(:40) < Headhunters (2011, Action) Nikolaj Coster-
Waldau, Synnøve Macody Lund, Aksel Hennie. 

(:25) < Bad 
Lieutenant 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: My family 
visited the Ark Encounter 
in Kentucky. We were fas-
cinated to learn that there 
was only one point of entry 
in Noah’s ark. What is the 
spiritual significance of 
this? – O.W.

Answer: Every house 
and building has at least 
one entrance. Every nation 
has points of entry. The 
children of Israel entered 
the Promised Land by way 
of the Jordan River. God 
had delivered them out 
of slavery and persecu-
tion into a better country, 
and that entry point still 
remains today.

The Kingdom of God 
also has an entrance — 
only one — and it is Jesus 
Christ. He proclaims, “I 
am the door. If anyone 
enters by Me, he will be 

saved” (John 10:9, 
NKJV). The human 

heart has an entrance as 
well, but many have it 
bolted, defiantly refus-
ing to let Christ come in. 
The Bible says, “Behold, 
I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears My 
voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him” (Rev-
elation 3:20, NKJV).

God formed our hearts 
and wants to dwell there, 
but many have locked 
theirs up, ignoring the 
Savior who says, “I am 
the way, the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me” 
(John 14:6, NKJV). Still, 
many refuse His salvation 
by claiming that they don’t 
believe there is only one 
way to God.

In 1971, when the crew 
of Apollo 15 returned to 
the earth’s atmosphere 

after a journey of nearly 
300 hours and almost half 
a million miles, they had to 
re-enter the earth’s atmo-
sphere through a corridor 
less than 40 miles wide. 
That is a narrow passage. 
This illustrates what Jesus 
said: “Enter by the narrow 
gate; for wide is the gate 
and broad is the way that 
leads to destruction” (Mat-
thew 7:13).

Jesus Christ opened 
Heaven’s door for us by 
His death on the cross 
and by His resurrection 
from the grave. When He 
knocks, do not turn Him 
away.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and physiological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Pre-Applica-
tion can be found on our web-
site at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once pre-application is com-
pleted, details on the paper
application will be emailed to
the applicant. Return complet-
ed paper application to 1615
W Western Ave, Bluffton, Indi-
ana 46714 Attn: Chief Deputy
Randy Steele no later than
12:00 pm on March 15, 2024.

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 06-13-23-31-

44
Cash4Life — 09-36-41-

46-47, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

04-06-15-18-19-24-25-26-
28-29-31-38-51-57-67-68-
69-76-77-79, BE: 06

Daily Three-Midday — 
07-08-04, SB: 03

Daily Three-Evening — 
08-08-09, SB: 00

Daily Four-Midday — 
01-04-03-09, SB: 03

Daily Four-Evening — 

09-08-00-02, SB: 00
Quick Draw Evening 

— 01-02-03-07-09-11-14-
16-18-24-32-37-39-42-44-
53-54-72-76-77, BE: 76

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $5.2 million

MEGA MILLIONS
04-06-40-41-60, Mega 

Ball: 11, Megaplier: X2
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $376 million
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Increase your business with regular advertising!
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YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

IN THE WELLS CIRCUIT COURT
OF WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA

	 DOCKET NO.
90C01-2401-EU-000007

Notice is hereby given that 
LYNETTE E. JOHNSON, KAY-
LEEN J. REUSSER and CAMILLE 
E. HAVENS, were on February 9 
2024, appointed co-personal rep-
resentatives of the estate of EVE-
LYN JOAN BREWER, deceased, 
who died on the 11th day of Janu-
ary, 2024, and were authorized to 
administer her estate without Court 
supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file those claims 
in the office of the Clerk of the 
Wells Circuit Court within three (3) 
months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or those claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
9th day of February, 2024.

	 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Matthew P. Hayes
Attorney for Co-Personal Repre-
sentatives
Attorney No. 32002-02
GORDON & ASSOCIATES
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
119 East Oak Forest Drive
Bluffton,IN 46714
(260) 824-9377

nb 2/17, 2/24
hspaxlp

Public Notices
Alcohol & Tobacco Commission

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board 
of Wells County, Indiana will hold a 
public hearing at 9:00 am on March 
05, 2024 at the Wells Carnegie 
Govt Annex Multi Purpose Room 
105, 223 W Washington St in the 
city of Bluffton in said county, to 
investigate the propriety of holding 
an alcoholic beverage permit by 
the applicants listed herein to wit:

RR9021591 Beer Wine & 
Liquor ‑ Restaurant (209) RENEW-
AL

LIGHTED GARDENS, INC. 
10794 NORTH S.R. #1 Ossian IN

D/B/A LIGHTED GARDENS
JERRY A SPRINGER 616 N 

JEFFERSON Ossian, President
 
DL9032043 Beer & Wine Deal-

er ‑ Grocery Store RENEWAL
DAGCO Oil, LLC 404 N Jeffer-

son Ossian IN
D/B/A All‑American Stores #8
ADAM DAGER 9014 Black 

Wolf Rd Leo, President
nb 2/24
hspaxlp

SOUTHERN WELLS  
SUPERINTENDENT CONTRACT

On Tuesday, March 5, 2024 at 
4:00 PM in the High School Media 
Center, 9120 S 300 W; Poneto, IN 
46781, the School Board will meet 
to discuss and hear objections 
to and support for the proposed 
Superintendent’s contract for 
employment.

EFFECTIVE CONTRACT 
DATES: July 1, 2023 through June 
30, 2026

ANNUAL SALARY: $113,000 
for school year 2023-24; $116,000 
for school year 2024-25

VACATION DAYS: 20 days per 
year

Any continuous days beyond 
five must have Board approval.

PAID HOLIDAYS: New Year’s 
Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, 
July 4, Labor Day, Fall Break (2 
days), Thanksgiving Break (2 
days), Christmas Break (2 days)

ANNUAL 401a ANNUITY: 
$5,000

HEALTH INSURANCE: Fam-
ily HDHP1 plan ($20,376 for 2024) 
provided for $1.00 with $5,000 
annually contributed to a HSA

LIFE INSURANCE: $100,000 
term life plan ($132 for 2024) for 
$1.00

LONG TERM DISABILITY: LTD 
plan ($326.57 for 2024) for $1.00

Indiana TRF: 3% of the annual 
salary ($3360 for 2023-24) is paid 
by the school corporation per 
teachers’ contract for the Teachers’ 
Retirement Fund (TRF)

LEAVE DAYS: Days available 
per master teacher contract provi-
sion. Maximum accumulation of 
180 days.

MILEAGE: The superintendent 
is encouraged to use a corpora-
tion owned vehicle for corporation 
business. When corporation trans-
portation is not available, he shall 
be reimbursed for miles driven in 
personal car when on corporation 
business. Rate established by cor-
poration.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBER-
SHIPS: The Corporation agrees to 
pay membership fees for the fol-
lowing associations:

Indiana Association of School 
Business Officials

Indiana School Board Associa-
tion

Indiana Association of Public 
School Superintendents

Upper Wabash Valley Superin-
tendent Study Council

As the superintendent has an 
underlying teacher contract, all 
provisions of the collective bargain-
ing agreement shall be afforded as 
well. In addition, the superinten-
dent shall be considered immedi-
ately vested for retirement purpos-
es and benefits as defined with the 
collective bargaining agreement.

nb 2/24
hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA 	 )
	 ) SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )
	 IN THE WELLS 
	 CIRCUIT COURT
	 CAUSE NUMBER:

90C01-1101-DR-14
IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF: 	 )
COREY LEE HARRIS 	 )

Petitioner 	 )
vs 	 )
TRINA M. (HARRIS) KRAMER )

ORDER FOR SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION

The Court, having read and 
examined the Praecipe for Notice 
by Publication, and being duly 
advised, now Orders that the 
Notice of Filing of Petition to Mod-
ify Child Support in this matter 
be served upon Trina M. (Harris) 
Kramer by publication.

Dated this 2/9/2024
	 Kenton W. Kiracofe

Judge, Wells Circuit Court
Distribution:

David G. Crell
STATE OF INDIANA )

	 )SS:
WELLS COUNTY 	 )

	 IN THE WELLS 
	 CIRCUIT COURT
	 CAUSE NUMBER: 

90C01-1101-DR-0014
ON RELATION OF THE 
DEPARTMENT
OF CHILD SERVICES
CHILD SUPPORT BUREAU
IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF:
COREY LEE HARRIS
Petitioner
vs
TRINA M. (HARRIS) KRAMER
Respondent

	 To: COREY L. HARRIS
		  P.O. Box 127
		  124 1/2 E. Craig St.
		  Ossian, IN 46777
		  AND
	 To: TRINA M. HARRIS

ORDER TO APPEAR
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 

that a MODIFICATION hearing will 
be held in the above captioned 
cause on the 19th day of April, 
2024 at 10:00 A.M. in the Wells 
Circuit Courtroom, Wells County 
Court House, Bluffton, IN 46714. 
The Court being duly advised in 
the premises hereby ORDERS 
you to appear at said hearing. Your 
failure to appear as ordered may 
result in a bench warrant being 
issued for your arrest.

EXAMINED, ORDERED and 
DECREED this 2/9/2024

	 Kenton W. Kiracofe
	 JUDGE

WELLS CIRCUIT COURT
Note:
Personal Service on Petitioner 

Required by Sheriff
Service by Publication on 

Respondent
cc:
Wells Co. Child Support

STATE OF INDIANA )
	 )SS:

WELLS COUNTY 	 )
	 IN THE WELLS
	 CIRCUIT COURT
	 CAUSE NUMBER:

90C01-1101-DR-000014
IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF
COREY LEE HARRIS
Petitioner
and
TRINA M. (HARRIS) KRAMER
Respondent
PETITION FOR MODIFICATION

Comes now the Indiana 
Department of Child Services, by 
the Prosecuting Attorney for the 
28th Judicial Circuit, and respect-
fully petitions the Court for a modi-
fication of the child support order 
heretofore entered in this cause, 
and in support of its petition, the 
State alleges and says:

1. That on the 3rd day of 
DECEMBER, 2013, the Court 
entered an order for the support of 
the children herein in the amount of 
$75.83 per week.

2. That a change of circum-
stances has occurred since the 
creation of this order that is sub-
stantial and continuing in nature 
and renders the original order 
entered herein unreasonable.

3. That the support order pre-
viously entered on the 3rd day 
of DECEMBER, 2013, should be 
modified in an amount consistent 
with the best interest of the chil-
dren herein.

Therefore, it is respectfully 
requested that the Court modify the 
previous support order in a manner 
consistent with the best interests of 
the children and provide any and 
all other relief just and proper in the 
premises.

Respectfully submitted,
	 David G. Crell
	 Prosecuting Attorney
	 Child Support Division

Certificate of Service
I certify that on the 1st day of 

December, 2023, service of a true 
and complete copy of the above 
forgoing pleading was made upon 
all parties of record by depositing 
the same in the U.S. Mail in an 
envelope properly addressed and 
with sufficient first class postage 
affixed.

	 WELLS COUNTY 
	 PROSECUTING
	 ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
	 David G. Crell

nb 2/17, 2/24, 3/2
hspaxlp

SPECIAL!
Earn Extra Cash by selling 

your “Unwanteds”!  
A 20-word, line classified 

ad is $5 for 5 Days! 
For Sale Items Only.
Contact the Bluffton 

News-Banner office at 
125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224, or 

classifieds.news-banner.com

5 for $5

CURIO CABINET WITH dual
lights, $95. Antique piano
desk, $125. Library table (met-
al with glass top), $60. (260)
824-9960.

SERVICES
Services

Services
MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-

VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

HELOISE HINT: When you 
first start a new job. Read all of 
the manuals and materials that 
they give you about the com-
pany’s policies or regulations. 
You never know if a situation 
will arise where you’ll need to 
refer back to them. Send your 
job-success story to HELO-
ISE@Heloise.com.

FOR SALE

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Miscellaneous

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanne

VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,

INC. Huge Repo Sale Febru-
ary 29, 2024. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711 
or email: careers@swissvillage.org 

EOE

Now Seeking: CNAs For All Shifts and 
Candidates For June 2024 C.N.A. Class!
Part-Time and Full-Time Healthcare CNA positions available on 
all shifts! Part-Time and Full-Time Assisted Living CNA positions 
available on 1st shift! $2.00/hr. bonus for picking up open shifts! 
Full-Time positions eligible for benefits including health, dental, 

vision, and life insurance, Paid Time Off (PTO) and 403b(b) 
retirement plan participation! Part-Time positions eligible for 

Paid Time Off (PTO) and dental and vision insurance!
Sign-On Bonuses for certified Full-Time new hires!

 CNA class will begin June 3, 2024! Students will be paid for class 
and clinical hours.

Application deadline for the C.N.A. class: Monday, May 13, 2024.

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award – 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
844-229-7933 (I)

DURACELL. THE #1 trusted 
battery brand now offering the 
M150 Portable Power Station. 
When fully charged the M150 
provides enough power to 
charge all your devices - lap-
tops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. 
Give the gift of portable power 
this holiday season - only $199. 
Go to portablepower.info/145. 
(I)



WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Former President Don-
ald Trump urged a Florida 
judge to dismiss the crimi-
nal case charging him with 
illegally retaining classified 
documents, claiming in part 
that presidential immunity 
protects him from prosecu-
tion even as that sweeping 
argument has so far in failed 
in federal courts in a sepa-
rate case.

In one of a slew of 
motions attacking the case 
brought by special counsel 
Jack Smith, Trump’s law-
yers late Thursday echoed 
arguments that were roundly 
rejected by a federal appeals 
court this month in his 2020 
election interference case 
in Washington. Trump has 
asked the U.S. Supreme 
Court to intervene in that 
case as the Republican presi-
dential primary front-runner 
seeks to delay the trial until 
after the November election.

Trump’s lawyers wrote 
that the classified docu-
ments charges turn on his 
alleged decision to designate 
the papers as “personal” 
records under the Presiden-
tial Records Act, and argued 
that he cannot be prosecuted 
since that was an “official 
act” made while he was still 
in the White House.

Trump has  denied 
wrongdoing in all four of 
the criminal cases he is fac-
ing, and has cast himself as 
the victim of a politically 
motivated justice system as 
he seeks to reclaim to the 
White House in November.

Washington’s federal 
appeals court in its decision 
this month was unsparing in 
its repudiation of Trump’s 
novel claim that former 
presidents enjoy absolute 
immunity for actions that 
fall within their official job 
duties. But Trump’s law-
yers argued that the appeals 

court decision was wrong, 
telling U.S. District Judge 
Aileen Cannon not to follow 
the court’s “poorly reasoned 
decision” in the classified 
documents case.

In other court filings late 
Thursday, Trump’s lawyers 
argued that Attorney General 
Merrick Garland’s appoint-
ment of special counsel 
Smith to investigate the for-
mer president was “unlaw-
ful” and grounds for dismiss-
ing the documents case. They 
also are attacking the law 
Trump is accused of violating 
as “unconstitutionally vague” 
as applied in his case.

The case accuses Trump 
of illegally hoarding classi-
fied documents at his Mar-
a-Lago estate and obstruct-
ing government efforts 
to retrieve them. A June 
2023 indictment charging 
him with dozens of felony 
counts alleges investigators 
found boxes of sensitive 
documents recklessly stored 
at Mar-a-Lago in spaces 
including a ballroom, a bath-

room and shower, his bed-
room and a storage room.

Prosecutors have said 
the documents he stowed, 
refused to return and in some 
cases showed to visitors 
risked jeopardizing not only 
relations with foreign nations 
but also the safety of troops 
and confidential sources. 
They’ve also accused Trump 
of asking a staffer to delete 
camera footage at his Florida 
estate in an effort to obstruct 
the federal investigation into 
his records.

The case is currently 
scheduled to go to trial in 
May, but Judge Cannon has 
pushed back multiple other 
deadlines and signaled an 
openness to revisiting the 
trial date during a pivotal 
pretrial conference set for 
March.

Smith’s other case 
against Trump, accusing 
him of scheming to over-
turn his 2020 election loss, 
was supposed to go to trial 
in March, but that date was 
canceled while the former 

president pushed his claims 
of presidential immunity. 
Trump’s lawyers have asked 
the Supreme Court to keep 
the case on hold while he 
continues to fight his presi-
dential immunity claim.

The Supreme Court has 
previously held that presi-
dents are immune from civil 
liability for official acts, and 
Trump’s lawyers have for 
months argued that that pro-
tection should be extended to 
criminal prosecution as well.

The justices’ decision on 
what to do and how quickly 
they act could determine 
whether the 2020 election 
case goes to trial before the 
November election. It car-
ries enormous political rami-
fications, as Trump — if he 
wins — could potentially 
use his authority as head of 
the executive branch to try to 
order a new attorney general 
to dismiss the federal cases. 
Or he potentially could seek 
a pardon for himself — 
something that’s a legally 
untested proposition.

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Biden administration, 
leaders of four Columbia 
River Basin tribes and the 
governors of Oregon and 
Washington celebrated on 
Friday as they signed papers 
formally launching a $1 bil-
lion plan to help recover 
depleted salmon populations 
in the Pacific Northwest.

The plan, announced in 
December, stopped short of 
calling for the removal of 
four controversial dams on 
the Snake River, as some 
environmental groups and 
tribal leaders have urged. 
But officials said it would 
boost clean energy produc-
tion and help offset hydro-
power, transportation and 
other benefits provided by 
the dams should Congress 
ever agree to breach them.

The plan brokered by the 
Biden administration pauses 
long-running litigation over 
federal dam operations and 
represents the most signifi-
cant step yet toward eventu-
ally taking the four Snake 
River dams down. The plan 
will strengthen tribal clean 
energy projects and pro-
vide other benefits for tribes 
and other communities that 
depend on the Columbia 
Basin for agriculture, energy, 
recreation and transporta-
tion, the White House said.

“Since time immemorial, 
the strength of the Yakama 
Nation and its people have 
come from the Columbia 
River, and from the fish, 
game, roots and berries it 
nourishes,’’ Yakama Nation 
Chairman Gerald Lewis said 
at a White House ceremony.

“The Yakama Nation will 
always fight to protect and 
restore the salmon because, 
without the salmon, we can-
not maintain the health of 
our people or our way of 
life,’’ Lewis said, adding 
that Columbia Basin salmon 
are dying from the impacts 
of human development.

“Our fishers have empty 
nets and their homes have 
empty tables because his-
torically the federal govern-
ment has not done enough 
to mitigate these impacts,’’ 
he said. “We need a lot more 
clean energy, but we need 
to do development in a way 
that is socially just.’’

Lewis was among four 
tribal leaders who spoke at 
the hourlong ceremony at 
the White House complex, 
along with Washington Gov. 
Jay Inslee, Oregon Gov. 
Tina Kotek and an array of 
federal officials.

The agreement, formally 
known as the Columbia 
Basin Restoration Initiative, 
“deserves to be celebrated,’’ 
said Jonathan W. Smith, 
chairman of the Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs Reservation.

The settlement “takes the 
interests of all the stakehold-
ers in the Columbia Basin 
into account,’’ he said. “It 
lays out a pathway to restore 
salmon and steelhead to 
healthy and abundant levels 
and moves forward with the 
necessary green energy tran-
sition in a socially just and 
equitable way.”

Corinne Sams of the Con-
federated Tribes of the Uma-
tilla Indian Reservation called 
the signing ceremony a his-
toric moment, not just for the 
tribes, but also for the U.S. 
government “and all Ameri-
cans in the Pacific Northwest. 
My heart is big today.”

The Columbia River 
Basin, an area roughly the 
size of Texas, was once the 
world’s greatest salmon-

producing river system, with 
at least 16 stocks of salmon 
and steelhead. Today, four 
are extinct and seven are 
listed under the Endangered 
Species Act.

Dams are a main cul-
prit behind the salmon’s 
decline, and federal fisher-
ies scientists have concluded 
that breaching the dams in 
eastern Washington on the 
Snake River, the largest 
tributary of the Columbia, 
would be the best hope for 
recovering them, provid-
ing the fish with access to 
hundreds of miles of pris-
tine habitat and spawning 
grounds in Idaho.

Conservation groups 
sued the federal government 
more than two decades ago 
in an effort to save the fish. 
They have argued that the 
continued operation of the 
dams violates the Endan-
gered Species Act as well 
as treaties dating to the mid-
19th century ensuring the 
tribes’ right to harvest fish.

Friday’s celebration did 
not include congressional 
Republicans who oppose 
dam breaching and have 
vowed to block it.

Dams along the Colum-
bia-Snake River system pro-
vide more than one-third of 
all hydropower capacity in 
the United States, said Rep. 
Cathy McMorris Rodgers, a 
Washington Republican who 
chairs the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee. 
In Washington state, hydro-
power accounts for 70% of 
electricity consumed.

The Snake River dams 
“helped transform Eastern 
Washington into one of the 
most productive agricul-
tural regions in the world,’’ 
including 40% of America’s 
wheat, Rodgers said in a 
statement.

She denounced “secret 
negotiations” led by White 
House senior adviser and 
climate envoy John Podesta, 
saying he and other offi-
cials “worked behind closed 
doors with a select group of 
radical environmentalists 
to develop a secret pack-
age of actions and commit-
ments’’ that advance “efforts 
to remove the four Lower 
Snake River dams.’’

Biden officials “ignored 
the concerns of people who 
live in the Pacific North-
west and who would be sig-
nificantly impacted if these 
dams were breached,’’ Rod-
gers said.

Podesta and other speak-
ers at the White House cer-
emony looked past those 
concerns, with few even 
mentioning the dams.

“President Biden under-
stands that the Columbia 
River is the lifeblood of the 
Pacific Northwest, for its 
culture, for its economy and 
for its people,’’ said Brenda 
Mallory, chairwoman of the 
White House Council on 
Environmental Quality.
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Wells County Commerce &

Visitors Centre

211 Water Street, Bluffton

Discover the magic of small-town
elegance at our Formal Event Expo! 

Join us for an enchanting day filled
with inspiration and excitement as we

showcase the finest in formal event
planning and execution. 

Talented vendors to showcase stunning
venues, decor, food, photography, hair,

makeup and more.

This event is your one-stop shop for all
things formal. 

March 2, 2024

10am ~ 2pm

Don't miss out on this
opportunity to turn your

dreams into reality—come on
out and let the planning

begin!

Josie Smith Photography
MC Hair by Design~Hair Services,
Waxing
ML Creamery~Food Truck
Son Rise Bakery~Bakery
Texas Tenderloin~Food Truck
The Charcuterie Shop~Catering
Wells County 4H~Venue
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information

Contact Diane Carroll

260-353-1514

helloe lliegraceco@gmail.com
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Just Threads and More
Where there is prices from the past and 

a SALE every day!

A Family Fashion
Closeout Company

Find us at 1220 S. Main Street, Bluffton
5% off All Cash Purchase

Tuesday thru Friday 10am-5pm
Across from (A Perfect Blend Flower Shop)

BIDDING ENDS FEBRUARY 25 - (Online Only 
Auction) - Thomas and Mary Woodward and 
other consignors, seller. Outstanding collec-
tion of vintage pickle casters & brides baskets, 
condiment sets, cut & pressed glassware, tooth-
pick holders, sterling silver, antique & modern 
furniture, vintage toys, primitives, shop tools, 
generator. Sale manager, Patrick Carter, The 
Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
FEBRUARY 25-MARCH 3 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - The Estate of Alan Johnson, seller. 
2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited w/3,600 
miles, (2) Vintage Triumph motorcycles, mod-
ern furniture, antiques, beer signs, model ships, 
quality tools, Schwinn Airdyne exercise bike, 
household, 2017 Grasshopper zero turn mower, 
2018 Sure-Trac enclosed trailer. Preview: Feb. 
25 from 2 p.m.-4 p.m. and Feb. 29 from 4 p.m.-6 

p.m., 3651 E. 1000 N., Ossian. Sale manager, 
Brandon Steffen, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 5 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - The Estate of Alan Johnson, seller. 
Northern Wells, 3 bedroom ranch home on 1/2 
acre with 2,384 square feet and 1 full bathroom. 
Preview: Feb. 25 from 2 p.m.-4 p.m. and Feb. 
29 from 4 p.m.-6 p.m., 3651 E. 1000 N., Ossian. 
Sale manager, Brandon Steffen, The Steffen 
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
MARCH 2 - 9 a.m. - Consignment auction. 
6632 N. 500 W., Decatur, IN. Personal property: 
Furniture, antiques, jewelry, household, holiday 
decor, knife decor, collectibles, die cast, Scooby 
Doo, Betty Boop, books, vintage clothing, and 
more. Preview March 1, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wieg-
mann Auctioneers, wiegmannauctioneers.com, 
260-447-4311.
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Living history
Sixth grade students at Southern Wells Elementary School hosted a “Wax Museum” during school Friday, wherein they 
presented to the other classrooms and held open performance times for a public audience. The students researched a 
historical figures and memorized a presentation, and often donned a costume to complete the image. Pictured above 
are three of the historians, Carlie Billman as Betsy Ross, Tenley Fiechter as Dr. Suess and Aubree Neuenschwander as 
Queen Elizabeth I. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

White House, tribal leaders 
hail deal to restore salmon 
runs in Pacific Northwest

Trump’s lawyers call for dismissal of classified 
documents case, citing presidential immunity


