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The Handkerchief on the Rim

By RICK SPRUNGER
When Norwell coach Eric Thornton affixed a ban-

dana to a rim shorn of its net in the post-game celebra-
tion at Huntington North Saturday night, probably more 
than a few old-timers had to smile.  

At the same time, a younger generation who had 
never seen or heard of such a thing must have scratched 
their heads in bewilderment — why tie a hanky to the 
rim?

But between 1972 and 1988, Norwell celebrated 
tournament championships by doing precisely that — 
which included sectional titles in 1972, ’73, ’75, ’78, 
’80, ’81, ’83 and ’88. 

It also included regional crowns in ’73 and ’88. It 
even encompassed Allen County Athletic Conference 
tournament championships in ’75, ’78, ’80, ’81, and 
’88. It also included the girls’ sectional championships 
in ’76, ’77, ’82 and ’84, regional crowns in ’76 and ’77, 
and the ’77 semi-state title.

That’s a lot of bandanas.
But that old tradition had been disregarded, forgot-

ten about, and gathering dust for 36 years until it was 
revived Saturday night. Thornton said that he was 
unaware of the tradition and was handed the bandanas 
by athletic director Kelby Weybright, who himself was 
given them by longtime fan and school board member 
Gene Donaghy.

But the question remains — why tie a hanky to the 
rim?

The answer: courtesy of the Norwell pep block.
In 1972, Norwell was in its fifth year of existence as 

a high school, and the students’ parents were still try-
ing to adjust from their days at Lancaster, Ossian, Rock-
creek and Union. These were also the days when bas-
ketball was king in Indiana, and winter in the commu-
nity revolved around its team and the tournament.

“We had a very strong pep block — girls and boys,” 
said Jerry Lewis, the Norwell head coach at the time, 
now living in Rochester, Minnesota. “We had a very 
close group of students, and we had a really good team. 
Everything just came together.”

While the sound of a girls’ pep block chanting in 
rhythm had become part of the background music of 
high school basketball, Norwell added a new chapter in 
the 1972 season with its boys’ pep block. It started in 
the ACAC tournament with flannel shirts and bandanas. 
Although the Knights did not win that tournament, it 
planted a seed.

When Norwell won the school’s first-ever sec-
tional championship that year, it was time to cel-

ebrate. Particularly satisfying was the fact that the 
Knights won it with a convincing 63-46 victory over 
arch-rival Bluffton. That’s the same Bluffton team 
that had won four straight sectionals between 1967 
and 1970 and probably would have won a fifth in 
1971 but for a massive first-round upset at the hands 
of Southern Wells. The were back in the title game 
in 1972 — with a foot planted firmly on Norwell’s 
neck. Between 1968 and 1971, Bluffton had run over 
the Knights seven straight times by an average mar-
gin of 17 points per game.

“People today don’t realize the intensity of that rival-
ry,” said Rex Decker, longtime Norwell athletic director. 
“They started calling us farmers right from the begin-
ning of the school in ’67-’68. They called us the “Farm-
ers of Drywell High School,’ because a well spouts 
water, and a dry well spouts nothing. That was why the 
kids started wearing bandanas to the games.”

But things were different in 1972. Norwell had final-
ly beaten Bluffton during the regular season, albeit by a 
narrow 54-52 score. In the sectional finals, however, the 
Knights left no doubt, pulling away from a tight game 
through three quarters to that lopsided 17-point margin 

The 1988 sectional championship against the South 
Adams Starfires was the last found documented occur-
rence of handkerchief tradition, pictured above with coach 
Jerry Lewis. The team also went on to secure the regional 
title against Homestead High School, and fell to Concord 
High School at the semi-state game. The original caption 
reads, “Old traditions never die.” (News-Banner file photo)

Uncovering the 
revived Norwell tradition

(Continued on Page 1a)

Resting WELLs
Ten Wells County nonprofits 
came together for a confer-
ence about rest and mental 
health at the Wells County 
Commerce and Visitors 
Centre on Thursday. Brenda 
Jank, pictured at top left, 
spoke at the conference and 
led the group through fun 
stretch breaks, shown at left. 
The event was made pos-
sible through a grant from the 
Wells County Foundation. 
Above right is Jank, Tammy 
Slater and Alicia Hill (Photos 
by Jonathan Snyder)

By SYDNEY KENT
An additional tax rate will apply to some Jefferson Town-

ship homeowners outside of Ossian next year.
The increase will help pay for a new fire truck in 2026. 

The rate was discussed during a special meeting Wednesday 
evening with the Jefferson Township Advisory Board and 
trustee Larry Heckber.

AJ Springer, board member, motioned to approve the 
rate, which would be in addition to the debt fund levy that is 
currently paying off an old fire truck. In conjunction, some 
taxpayers will pay $58.73 per $100,000 in assessed property 
value for 2025. In 2026, that cost will drop to $33.33.

Member Tim Baker could not vote due to his virtual 
presence, and Board President David Haiflich said he was 
against it. Heckber, as the tiebreaker, voted yes.

“It’s going to save the taxpayers a lot of money in inter-
est,” Heckber said. “After the one year, it’s going to be very 
smooth sailing.”

Heckber clearly proposed four potential financing 
options to accumulate the funds for the new fire truck. Of 

Antisemitism bill 
changes could drain 
support from many

By CASEY SMITH, Indiana Capital Chronicle
A major change to a bill that would define and ban anti-

semitism at Indiana’s public education institutions led to a 
reversal of support and opposition among those who testi-
fied on the proposal at the Statehouse Wednesday.

In contention is the removal of a definition of antisemi-
tism adopted by the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance, which was included in the original version of 
House Bill 1002. 

The IHRA’s “working definition” includes contemporary 
examples of antisemitism, like “denying the Jewish people 
their right to self-determination by claiming that the exis-
tence of a State of Israel is a racist endeavor,” and “hold-
ing Jews collectively responsible for actions of the State of 
Israel.”

Lawmakers in the Senate education committee amended 
the legislation on Wednesday to remove mention of IHRA 

Private lander makes 
first U.S. moon landing 
in more than 50 years

By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — A private lander on Thurs-
day made the first U.S. touch-
down on the moon in more than 
50 years, but managed just a weak 
signal back as flight controllers 
scrambled to gain better contact.

Despite the spotty communica-
tion, Intuitive Machines, the com-
pany that built and managed the 
craft, confirmed that it had landed. 
There was no immediate word 
from the company on the condi-
tion — or even the exact location 
— of the lander. The company 
ended its live webcast soon after 
confirming a touchdown.

Mission director Tim Crain 
said the team was evaluating how 
to refine the lone signal from the 
lander, named Odysseus, which 
delivered experiments to the moon 
for NASA.

“But we can confirm, without a 
doubt, that our equipment is on the 
surface of the moon,” he said.

Added Intuitive Machines CEO 
Steve Altemus: “I know this was 
a nail-biter, but we are on the sur-

face and we are transmitting. Wel-
come to the moon.”

The landing put the U.S. back 
on the surface for the first time 
since NASA’s famed Apollo 
moonwalkers.

Intuitive Machines also became 
the first private business to pull off 
a lunar landing, a feat achieved by 
only five countries. Another U.S. 
company, Astrobotic Technology, 
gave it a shot last month, but never 
made it to the moon, and the land-
er crashed back to Earth.

Astrobotic was among the 
first to relay congratulations. “An 
incredible achievement. We can’t 
wait to join you on the lunar sur-
face in the near future,” the com-
pany said via X, formerly Twitter.

The final few hours before 
touchdown were loaded with extra 
stress when the lander’s laser navi-
gation system failed. The com-
pany’s flight control team had to 
press an experimental NASA laser 
system into action, with the land-
er taking an extra lap around the 
moon to allow time for the last-
minute switch.

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

Township will get 
new truck, board 
approves tax rate
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New truck, tax rate Weather
Friday, February 23, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:37 p.m. Thursday)
High: 53; Low: 43; Precipitation: 0.53 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.02  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 46. Northwest 

wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Tonight: A chance of rain and snow before midnight, 

then a chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
20. North wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 32. North wind 5 to 
10 mph. 

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 23. 
South wind 5 to 15 mph. 

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 50. Breezy. 
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 35.
Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 59.
Monday Night: A 20% chance of rain after 1 a.m. Most-

ly cloudy, with a low around 49.
Tuesday: Rain likely, mainly after 1 p.m. Mostly cloudy, 

with a high near 64. Breezy. Chance of precipitation is 60%.
Tuesday Night: Rain and possibly a thunderstorm. Low 

around 52. Windy. Chance of precipitation is 80%.
Wednesday: Rain. High near 61. Breezy. Chance of pre-

cipitation is 80%.
Wednesday Night: Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with a 

low around 27. Breezy. 
Thursday: A slight chance of rain and snow. Mostly 

sunny, with a high near 40.
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Rockcreek Township 
trustee appointed

By HOLLY GASKILL
Douglas Dohrman has been appointed by the Wells 

County Republican Party to the vacant Rockcreek Trustee 
seat.

Wells County Clerk Beth Davis notified the Election 
Board of this appointment during their regular meeting 
Tuesday. Nathanael Wilson had resigned from the position 
in January. Rockcreek Township includes part of Markle 
and Uniondale townships.

Davis also advised she expected a challenge on the May 
primary ballot at the state level, and that might create stress 
near deadlines. She expressed no issues with the local ballot, 
but said there was a slight amendment to shorten the list by 
removing unopposed precinct committeemen.

Later, the board also agreed to move their March 19 
meeting to March 21, to coordinate with a scheduled testing 
of polling equipment. 

Roy Johnson, the Republican member of the board, was 
not present Tuesday.

holly@news-banner.com

the four options, raising 
the rate next year would 
allow taxpayers to save over 
$20,000 in interest on the 
tanker.

During the meeting, 
member Tim Baker outlined 
his issues with the additional 
tax rate next year. Baker 
insisted that the money from 
the raised rate would not be 
collected until 2026, rather 
than in 2025 as Heckber had 
estimated.

“It will be in the bud-
get in 2026,” Baker said. 
“That’s when we’re going 
to buy the tanker, and you’ll 
need a loan. We aren’t going 
to gain anything.”

However, Heckber said 
that he spoke with several 
people on the topic who 
assured him the township 
would receive the funds next 
year.

“So, you’re taking more 
money from taxpayers now 
and less later on to do the 
same thing?” Baker ques-
tioned.

“Yes, if I take it from 
them now, I save them (in) 
interest,” Heckber explained 
again. “If you guys don’t 
mind paying interest, then 
go ahead. There are different 
options. If you don’t want to 
raise the rate, you don’t have 
to, but you have to pay more 
(in) interest.”

County Council member 
Todd Mahnensmith a con-
firmed he also believed the 
process worked this way.

President of the Ossian 
Police Commissioners 
Caleb Chichester said that, 
as a taxpayer, he does not 
want to pay interest.

Baker also took issue 
with the potential for 
rates to change based on 
assessed value. Heckber 
cited data from the last five 
years, which showed value 
had increased rather than 
decreased. Baker explained 
that farmland assessments 
are based on a number of 
factors that don’t affect 
homeowners.

The board also discussed 
the ongoing topic of guide-
lines that would set stricter 
limits on assistance people 
could receive.

“I don’t want to see 
someone getting more 
(assistance) than someone 
else,” Springer said. “I want 
to see an equal playing field 
so they know this is the 
max (and) this is how many 
times they can get assis-
tance. The township can set 
further limits than what the 
state has.”

A meeting to discuss and 
finalize the guidelines is 
scheduled for 5:30 p.m. on 
April 10 at LPL Financial.

sydney@news-banner.com

and its examples of antisemitism, 
however. The newest draft of the bill 
instead defines antisemitism as “a cer-
tain perception of Jews, which may be 
expressed as hatred toward Jews.”

The measure was unanimously 
approved by the committee and now 
heads to the Senate floor.

“We’ve made some changes to try 
to ensure that we’re not referencing 
outside entities, but that we’re making 
the definition our own in the code, and 
the bill really tries to strike a balance of 
not impeding on any free speech, but 
just saying if we fund state education, 
we want that education to reflect our 
values as a body,” said Rep. Chris Jeter, 
R-Fishers, who authored the priority 
measure for the House GOP caucus.

“We wanted to be careful about 
referencing sort of outside groups, 
because if their definition changes, 
we don’t want anybody to impose that 
ours is supposed to be changed,” he 
continued.

But numerous members of Indiana’s 
Jewish community said they can’t sup-
port the bill unless it codifies the IHRA 
definition into state law.

“I’m extremely disappointed that 
the amendment that passed did not 
include reference to the IHRA state-
ment. This essentially gutted the bill 
we wrote, and now leaves Jews with-
out equal protection,” said Allon Fried-
man, president of the Jewish Affairs 
Committee of Indiana, which helped 
craft the bill. “This is essentially aban-
donment of the Indiana Jewish com-
munity and unwittingly rewards our 
enemies. … The Jewish community is 
absolutely united on this issue — we 
do not want the bill without IHRA.”

What is the IHRA definition?
Indiana law already bans discrimi-

nation on the basis of race and “creed,” 
which means religion. The legislation 
specifies that antisemitism — bias 
against Jewish people — is religious 
discrimination and is not allowed with-
in the public education system.

The definition approved by the Sen-
ate committee is part — but not all — 
of IHRA’s overall definition of anti-
semitism. 

By removing reference to IHRA, 
the bill excludes the alliance’s exam-
ples of contemporary antisemitism that 
would have also been outlawed in Indi-
ana, including:

• Calling for, aiding, or justify-
ing the killing or harming of Jews in 
the name of a radical ideology or an 
extremist view of religion.

• Making mendacious, dehumaniz-
ing, demonizing, or stereotypical allega-
tions about Jews as such or the power of 
Jews as collective — such as, especially 
but not exclusively, the myth about a 
world Jewish conspiracy or of Jews 
controlling the media, economy, govern-
ment or other societal institutions.

• Accusing Jews as a people of 
being responsible for real or imagined 
wrongdoing committed by a single 
Jewish person or group, or even for 
acts committed by non-Jews.

• Denying the fact, scope, mecha-
nisms (e.g. gas chambers) or intentional-

ity of the genocide of the Jewish people 
at the hands of National Socialist Ger-
many and its supporters and accomplic-
es during World War II (the Holocaust).

• Accusing the Jews as a people, or 
Israel as a state, of inventing or exag-
gerating the Holocaust.

• Accusing Jewish citizens of being 
more loyal to Israel, or to the alleged 
priorities of Jews worldwide, than to 
the interests of their own nations.

• Denying the Jewish people their 
right to self-determination, e.g., by 
claiming that the existence of a State of 
Israel is a racist endeavor.

• Applying double standards by 
requiring of it a behavior not expected 
or demanded of any other democratic 
nation.

• Using the symbols and images asso-
ciated with classic antisemitism (e.g., 
claims of Jews killing Jesus or blood 
libel) to characterize Israel or Israelis.

• Drawing comparisons of contempo-
rary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis.

• Holding Jews collectively respon-
sible for actions of the state of Israel.

Jeter filed an identical bill in 2023. 
It passed out of the House in a 97-0 
vote but never received a committee 
hearing in the Senate, effectively kill-
ing the proposal. 

He conceded Wednesday “there was 
some issue with some of those exam-
ples,” though. 

“Anytime we do lists in bills and 
legislation, I feel like it gets a little 
iffy,” he told the Senate committee.

Before the amendment, critics of 
the proposal maintained it limits free 
speech and suggests criticism of a for-
eign government would count as anti-
Jewish rhetoric.

More than two dozen people who 
testified against the original bill 
emphasized that criticism of the Israeli 
government does not amount to anti-
semitism. Some warned of witch hunts 
under the vague definition.

Many of those issues appeared to be 
resolved with the updated version of 
Jeter’s bill.

“Most of our concerns with this 
bill were related to very specific lan-
guage that was in there that conflated 
antisemitism with criticism against 
the State of Israel. As this amendment 
stands now, most of those concerns 
have been addressed,” said Syed Ali 
Saeed, president of the Indiana Muslim 
Advocacy Network. “I don’t think the 
IHRA definition is the best definition. 
It’s not the most complete, most fluid 
definition that’s out there.”

Maliha Zafar, executive director of 
the Indiana Muslim Advocacy Net-
work, added that although the exam-
ples in the IHRA definition “undeni-
ably address antisemitic sentiments,” 
the list is “concurrently overly broad 
and would have inadvertently stifled 
legitimate criticism and analysis of 
Israeli policies.”

Daniel Segal, representing Jew-
ish Voice for Peace – Indiana, said the 
group “strongly objected” to the IHRA 
definition’s examples of anti semitism 
and its “confusing criticism of the State 
of Israel, and its policies, with antisem-
itism.”

“We believe that the amendments 
that have been made render this bill 
acceptable — the harmful elements 
have been removed,” Segal said. “The 
previous bill, we thought, was harmful 
to our Arab brothers and sisters, and 
we committed as Jews to ensuring that 
‘never again’ is for everybody. And that 
includes Palestinians. As Jews, that is 
part of our faith and is part of what we 
learned from the horrible experience of 
the Holocaust.”

Jewish community 
withdraws support

Although originally in support of 
the bill, many from Indiana’s Jewish 
community said “hateful” and “harm-
ful” acts of semitism will continue 
across the state’s colleges and univer-
sities unless the IHRA definition is 
added back in.

“As a Jewish student, we navigate 
a world where concealing our identity 
has become a necessity. On a campus 
where 10 to 12% of students are Jew-
ish, incidents of antisemitism have sky-
rocketed by over 800%,” said Indiana 
University junior Kaylee Werner, who 
is also chair of the school’s Antisemi-
tism Prevention Task Force. 

She pointed to vandalism and swas-
tikas “stained” on campus walls, as 
well as “unfair treatment” against Jew-
ish students by some professors.

“This is the harsh reality that we 
face daily. The House-passed IHRA 
statement offers a beacon of hope in 
this darkness. It equips our administra-
tion with the necessary tools to combat 
antisemitism effectively and educate 
our community,” Werner said. “In 
this conversation, there is no room for 
ambiguity. There is either hate, or there 
is acceptance. There’s either right, 
or there’s wrong. We urgently need 
this statement to clearly identify and 
denounce these acts as antisemitism.”

Rabbi Sue Silberberg, execu-
tive director at IU Hillel, additionally 
emphasized that “we need the bill as 
passed through the House in order to 
protect the Jewish students on campus 
who are suffering every single day.”

“We must recognize that Jewish stu-
dents are marginalized, hated and dis-
criminated against based on their spiri-
tual connection, and this is antisemitism. 
… They are being harassed, they are 
being bullied, and they are being mar-
ginalized,” she said, noting that — since 
the Hamas attack in October — she has 
been “working with and seeing students 
who are facing severe antisemitism on 
campus every single day, in a way that I 
have not seen in the past 35 years.”

Even so, Sen. John Crane, R-Avon, 
said antisemitism and mistreatment of 
“Jews or any ethnic or racial group” is 
“absolutely abhorrent, the challenge is 
whether “government will be able to 
solve that.” 

Several other Republican senators 
said Wednesday they were concerned 
about the amended bill, citing opposi-
tional testimony from those in the Hoo-
sier Jewish community. 

Those lawmakers still voted in favor 
of the bill but said they want addi-
tional changes on the chamber floor to 
address those grievances.

With this change finally 
in place, Odysseus descend-
ed from a moon-skimming 
orbit and guided itself 
toward the surface, search-
ing for a relatively flat spot 
among all the cliffs and cra-
ters near the south pole.

Tension mounted in the 
company’s Houston com-
mand center following the 
designated touchdown time, 
as controllers awaited a sig-
nal from the spacecraft some 
250,000 miles away. After 
close to 15 minutes, the 
company announced it had 

received a weak signal from 
the lander.

Launched last week, the 
six-footed carbon fiber and 
titanium lander — tower-
ing 14 feet — carried six 
experiments for NASA. The 
space agency gave the com-
pany $118 million to build 
and fly the lander, part of 
its effort to commercialize 
lunar deliveries ahead of the 
planned return of astronauts 
in a few years.

Intuitive Machines’ entry 
is the latest in a series of 
landing attempts by coun-
tries and private outfits look-

ing to explore the moon and, 
if possible, capitalize on it. 
Japan scored a lunar landing 
last month, joining earlier 
triumphs by Russia, U.S., 
China and India.

The U.S. bowed out of 
the lunar landscape in 1972 
after NASA’s Apollo pro-
gram put 12 astronauts on 
the surface. Astrobotic of 
Pittsburgh gave it a shot last 
month, but was derailed by 
a fuel leak that resulted in 
the lander plunging back 
through Earth’s atmosphere 
and burning up.

Intuitive Machines’ tar-

get was 186 miles shy of 
the south pole, around 80 
degrees latitude and closer 
to the pole than any other 
spacecraft has come. The 
site is relatively flat, but 
surrounded by boulders, 
hills, cliffs and craters that 
could hold frozen water, a 
big part of the allure. The 
lander was programmed to 
pick, in real time, the saf-
est spot near the so-called 
Malapert A crater.

The solar-powered lander 
was intended to operate for 
a week, until the long lunar 
night.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Antisemitism bill

First U.S. moon landing

A Los Angeles woman 
was arrested in Russia 
on charges of treason

By RIO YAMAT,  Associated Press
Russia’s main domestic intelligence agency has arrested 

a woman with dual U.S. and Russian citizenship on charges 
of treason, accusing her of collecting money for the Ukrai-
nian military.

The Federal Security Service said in a statement early 
Tuesday that the Los Angeles resident was arrested in the 
Ural Mountains city of Yekaterinburg, about 1,100 miles 
east of Moscow. She had returned to Russia to visit family.

Authorities did not name the woman, but her longtime 
employer in California identified her as Ksenia Khavana.

Here is what is known about Khavana and Russia’s case 
against her:

WHO IS KHAVANA?
Khavana, 33, is a citizen of the U.S. and Russia.
The independent Russian news outlet Mediazona identi-

fied her as Ksenia Karelina, her maiden name, and said that 
she had received U.S. citizenship after marrying an Ameri-
can.

Isabella Koretz, owner of Ciel Spa at the SLS Beverly 
Hills where Khavana has worked for eight years, told The 
Associated Press that Khavana, a ballet dancer, came to the 
U.S. to study at the University of Maryland in Baltimore 
before relocating to Los Angeles.

She said Khavana is divorced and does not have any rel-
atives in the U.S., but Koretz said she has grown close to 
Khavana over the years and treats her like “she’s family.”

According to Koretz, Khavana tried to see her family in 
Russia at least once a year, usually around Christmas and 
New Year’s. This year, Koretz said, Khavana flew into Rus-
sia from Istanbul in early January for a two-week trip to 
spend time with her 90-year-old grandmother, parents and 
younger sister.

Koretz grew concerned when Khavana stopped returning 
her messages and phone calls after entering Russia. She said 
panic set in when Khavana ultimately did not return from 
her trip in mid-January as planned.

“This girl is like an angel,” Koretz said. “You have to 
understand that she wouldn’t hurt a fly.”

WHAT IS SHE ACCUSED OF?
Russia’s Federal Security Service alleges that Khavana 

had been “proactively” raising funds for a Ukrainian organi-
zation since February 2022 — money that it says was “sub-
sequently used to purchase tactical medicine, equipment, 
weapons and ammunition by the Ukrainian Armed Forces.”

The agency said she also took part in “public actions” in 
the U.S. in support of Kyiv. It did not provide further details 
about the allegations.

Koretz said Khavana actually was collecting funds for 
humanitarian aid and had made a donation to Razom for 
Ukraine, a U.S.-based nonprofit that says it provides medi-
cal kits and disaster relief to those affected by Russia’s inva-
sion of the country.



By CASEY SMITH 
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana’s House Educa-
tion Committee voted along 
party lines Wednesday to 
move a controversial bill 
that seeks to push speech in 
college classrooms toward 
“intellectual diversity.”

Debated language from 
the original draft of the pro-
posal — which would have 
given House and Senate 
majority leaders the power 
to choose some members 
of the boards of trustees at 
Hoosier public colleges and 
universities — was removed 
before the vote, however.

Sen. Spencer Deery, 
R-West Lafayette, who 
authored Senate Bill 202, 
said it adds protections to 
state law to ensure professors 
can’t be retaliated against 
“for criticizing administra-
tors for the content of your 
research or for your outside 
political views.”

But Democrats and col-
lege faculty continue to dis-
agree.

An attempt by Rep. Ed 
DeLaney, D-Indianapolis, to 
further amend — and essen-
tially gut Deery’s bill — 
was rejected on Wednesday.

“This (bill) is simply 
unnecessary and will embar-
rass us and will cost us con-
tracts, cost us faculty, and 
reduce our academic reputa-
tion,” DeLaney said. “This 
is one more attack on insti-
tutions, for its own sake, so 
that we can wear a badge 
saying, ‘I attacked an insti-
tution.’ … We do not need 
to add the universities to the 
list of people we don’t like.”

The bill is now headed 
to the full Republican-con-
trolled House chamber. The 
Senate approved the pro-
posal earlier this month on 
party lines.

What’s left in the bill
Deery and other Republi-

can lawmakers contend that 
conservative students and 
faculty members are increas-
ingly ostracized at progres-
sively liberal college and uni-
versity settings — or at least 
perceive such shunning.

His bill would require 
institutional boards of trust-
ees’ existing diversity com-
mittees to consider “intel-
lectual diversity” alongside 
cultural diversity in employ-
ment policies and faculty 
complaints.

The legislation would 
additionally require the 
committees to make rec-
ommendations promoting 
recruitment and retention of 
“underrepresented” students 
rather than the “minority 
students” specified in cur-
rent law. 

The measure re-shapes 
tenure and promotion poli-
cies, too.

Boards of trustees would 
be required to prevent a fac-
ulty member from getting 
tenure or a promotion if the 
board thinks the member is 
“unlikely to foster a culture 
of free inquiry, free expres-
sion and intellectual diver-
sity” and unlikely to offer 
students scholarly works 

from a range of “political 
or ideological frameworks.” 
Boards could also dock 
members considered likely 
to bring up personal politi-
cal views unrelated to their 
specific field or class.

The bill also mandates that 
boards conduct reviews of 
tenured professors every five 
years based on the above, as 
well as if faculty members 
“adequately” carry out aca-
demic duties and more.

Institutions would addi-
tionally be required to adopt 
policies establishing disci-
plinary actions — termina-
tion, demotion, salary cuts 
and more — for tenured fac-
ulty members who fail those 
reviews.

Boards would get wide 
latitude in making those pol-
icies. The bill says decisions 
would be based on past per-
formance “or other determi-
nation by the board.”

Still, a separate amend-
ment to the bill approved on 
Wednesday bars board poli-
cies from considering the 
following when determin-
ing’ tenure and promotion:

• Expressing dissent or 
engaging in research or pub-
lic commentary on subjects.

• Criticizing the institu-
tion’s leadership. 

• Engaging in any politi-
cal activity conducted out-
side the faculty member’s 
teaching or mentoring duties 
at the institution.

Opposition continues
Professors who testified 

against the proposal last 
week emphasized that Indi-
ana campuses would strug-
gle to recruit faculty if the 
bill becomes law.

Faculty councils at 
multiple Hoosier schools, 
including Indiana, Purdue 
and Ball State universities 
said Wednesday they remain 
vehemently opposed to the 
bill.

The Indiana Conference 
of the American Associa-

tion of University Profes-
sors said in a statement that 
its members are adamant to 
“keep big government out of 
university classrooms.” 

“Faculty, students, and 
administrators statewide see 
Senate Bill 202 as govern-
ment interference in educa-
tion,” the statement said.
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Police Notebook

Victor M. Bennett, 63
Victor M. Bennett, 63, of Bluff-

ton, passed away early Wednes-
day morning, Feb. 21, 2024, at 
Lutheran Hospital in Fort Wayne.

He was born on March 5, 1960, 
in Tularosa, New Mexico, to Kay 
and Georgia (Provencio) Ben-
nett, and attended Tularosa High 
School. After school, Victor moved 
to Bluffton area where he worked 
a Sterling Casting for many years 
and retired as a supervisor at 
Ward Aluminum in Fort Wayne.

He enjoyed fishing, hunting and cars. Victor had a 
green thumb and enjoyed working in his garden grow-
ing tomatoes, cucumbers and hot peppers.

On July 8, 1983, in Bluffton, Victor married Jewell 
Randall.

Survivors include his wife, Jewell Bennett of Bluffton, 
and children, Nicole D. Cruz and Dustin (Jessica) Ben-
nett, both of Fort Wayne. He  was a loving “Pa” to his 
grandchildren, David Lee Cruz, Jasmine Findley, Nova 
Bennett and Aydrian Bennett. He is also surived by his 
siblings, Louise Mendenhall of Bluffton, Zella Marshall 
of Mt. Zion, and Darwin “Bugzy” Bennett of Liberty Cen-
ter.

He is preceded in death by his parents and a sister, 
Terry L. Moya.

Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 
25, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in 
Bluffton. Visitation will be held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, prior to the service at the funeral home.

Memorials may be made to help the family at this dif-
ficult time.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the family at www.thomarich.com.

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION
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and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!
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MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

YOUR SMILE. 
OUR PASSION. 

EVERY TIME.

family dentistry

(260) 622-4138
www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

Accepting many new insurance plans 
including Humana and United Healthcare. 
Always accepting new patients. Please call 

today to schedule an appointment.

Blu� ton Bible College is recognized and certi� ed by the AICCS.
Credits and degrees are accepted for licensing.

260-273-0600

Non-Conventional Programs for Non-Traditional Students
Highly Flexible Christian Education in a Classroom Setting

Registration for All Upcoming Semesters’ is NOW!

Enroll Online @ blu� tonbiblecollege.com

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Shirley J. Blocker
Calling: 3 - 6 p.m. 
Friday, February 23. 
Service: 6 p.m. 

Friday, February 23 at the 
funeral home.

American Legion to host breakfast
The American Legion Post 111 will host its monthly 

breakfast all-you-can-eat buffet from 8-10 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 27, 111 W. Washington St. in Bluffton. The breakfast 
will cost $11 for adults, $5 for children 12 years and young-
er, and free for children under 5 year-old.

Chili by the Fire
Ouabache State Park hosted a fireside chili 
hike on Thursday. Over 20 people showed 
up for hiking and a bowl of chili, followed by 
a meeting of the Friends of Ouabache. Pic-
tured above, left to right, is Alan Arnold, Kent 
Koteskey, Emily Monticue, Amy Koteskey and 
Kathy Schwartz. At left, Tom and Judy Shively 
scoop out a bowl of chili. (Photos by Jonathan 
Snyder)

INCIDENTS
County:
Wednesday, 1:17 p.m., 

Wells County Courthouse. 
Officer transported subject 
to jail.

Wednesday, 2:27 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to Ryan Mullins at 
the jail.

Wednesday, 2:44 p.m., 
Ind. 116 and East 200 North, 
Bluffton. Report of a traffic 
hazard in the form of boxes 
blowing all over.

Wednesday, 3:38 p.m., 
3000 North 300 West, Bluff-
ton. Car vs. deer.

Wednesday, 10:09 p.m., 
Ind. 125 and North 700 East, 
Bluffton. Abandoned vehi-
cle towed due to position in 
roadway.

Thursday, 9:17 a.m., 5000 
South Meridian Road, Bluff-
ton. Woman reported she 
was overcharged for stone 
and work for her driveway 
and canceled check for the 
services. Officer advised she 
wasn’t forced to accept the 
contract and would likely 
face civil litigation if she 
didn’t pay for the services.

Ossian:
Wednesday, 6:54 p.m., 

North 100 East and East 950 
North, Ossian. Car vs. deer.

ACCIDENTS
County:
Friday,  11:18 p.m., 

Ind. 1 and 1100 North. 
Soe Win, 61, Fort Wayne, 
advised she was driv-
ing when an unknown 
vehicle crossed the center 
lane and collided with her 
Honda Pilot. Officer noted 
a scratch down the driver’s 
side door. Damages did not 
exceed $2,500.

ARRESTS
Jaden Drake Maggart, 

19, Zanesville; possession of 
marijuana, a Class B misde-
meanor. Bond set at $1,500.

Ryan Edward Mullins, 
41, Fort Wayne; child solici-
tation, a Level 4 felony. 
Bond set at $7,500.

Aaron Emmanuel Anaya, 
35, Bluffton; sex offender 
violation, a Level 6 felony. 
Bond set at $5,000.

Chad Shawn Sweet, 50, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan; crim-
inal trespassing, a Class A 
misdemeanor.

Despite changes, bill to end 
“viewpoint discrimination” draws ire

Bill sets up cosmetology 
apprenticeship as licensing 
alternative to beauty school
By WHITNEY DOWNARD, Indiana Capital Chronicle

Dozens of beauticians, barbers and stylists flooded the 
Statehouse Wednesday, urging senators to take action on a 
House bill establishing a cosmetology apprenticeship program 
but the crowd was evenly split when it came to their views. 

Lawmakers appeared more unified than testimony, 
approving the proposal on a 6-2 vote, with two of the com-
mittee’s Democrats voting against it. 

Rep. Tim Wesco said he authored House Bill 1135 to cre-
ate a second pathway for licensing that better served rural 
areas — which may not have nearby beauty schools — and 
was more affordable for students. 

“(House Bill 1135) expands opportunities for people 
to be able to enter a profession that can change their lives, 
change their families’ lives,” said Wesco, R-Osceola. “It 
expands opportunity geographically; it expands opportunity 
economically for people to rise up who could never afford 
the current single pathway into the profession.”

The original version of the bill included a compact with 
other states that would allow certain licensed cosmetologists 
from other states to work in Indiana but that move created a 
cost to the state so committee members struck the language. 

They also adopted another amendment shifting oversight 
of the apprenticeship program from the State Board of Cos-
metology and Barbers Examiners to a registered apprentice-
ship program with the U.S. Department of Labor. Such a 
move will increase the number of apprenticeship hours from 
1,500 to 2,000. 

“Moving to a Department of Labor apprenticeship pro-
gram also would only allow one apprentice or licensed cos-
metologist in a registered apprenticeship as opposed to up to 
two in the current bill,” Wesco continued.

Marta Stephens, the Terre Haute salon owner who 
brought the idea to Wesco, said apprentices will get real-
world experience, practical skills and one-on-one training 
they wouldn’t otherwise receive in a beauty school. 

“This bill broadens the doorway of entry into the cosme-
tology field and allows some apprentices to quickly enter 
the workforce without incurring any student debt,” Stephens 
told the committee. 

Other salon owners said they frequently hired graduates 
as assistants for six months to a year to teach them skills 
they felt were missing in their beauty school education. 

Several young beauticians shared how much they’d 
struggled to get through school, which can cost as much as 
$26,000 annually for a degree but can take up to three years.

But others had concerns about creating a program that 
would have just one vendor approved by the Department of 
Labor for Indiana, creating a bottleneck with no competition. 



O P I N I O NPage 4 • The News-Banner • FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2024

The never-ending 
wealth tax campaign

Wealth taxes are like a specter in search of a host, 
and an already overtaxed New England state may be 
the first to succumb. Vermont lawmakers want to tax 
residents’ unrealized 
gains, hoping to finally 
break the barrier that’s 
kept them from draining 
asset values year after 
year.

The state’s top tax 
legislator has spent recent weeks pushing bills that 
would dial up taxes on high earners. The biggest reach 
is a proposal to tax the paper gains from assets above 
$10 million. The plan would slap Vermont’s 8.75% top 
income-tax rate on half of those gains. That means a 
family whose business gains $3 million in value could 
owe $131,000, even if they don’t take out a single dol-
lar of cash.

Like levies on capital gains, the new tax would cut 
into investment returns and leave well-off Vermonters 
less reason to deploy their money in wealth-producing 
investments. Unlike a capital-gains tax, the wealth tax 
would create a mess of confusing estate appraisals and 
endless disputes with the revenue department.

This is why no state currently taxes unrealized gains, 
but the author of the Vermont plan says the novelty is 
the point. “Given the state of our national politics, it 
really is up to states to be moving these things along,” 
said Ways and Means Committee Chair Emilie Korn-
heiser last year. Lawmakers in 10 states are working 
on wealth taxes this year, and she wants the progres-
sive Green Mountain State to be first to enact one.

Vermont is a popular haven for escapees of the puni-
tive taxes in New York and Boston, and GOP Gov. Phil 
Scott has made the modest suggestion that a wealth tax 
might drive these newcomers out. Alas, Ms. Korn-
heiser has an answer for that one. Before introducing 
the bill, she brought in a Cornell sociologist to debunk 
the “myth” of millionaire tax flight. Never mind the 
masses leaving the Northeast for Florida and Texas. 
Relying on sociology explains a lot about progressive 
tax policy.

Few state tax increases are launched without the 
aid of teachers unions, and the national wealth-tax 
push began with the American Federation of Teach-
ers (AFT). Ms. Kornheiser wrote her bill with help 
from Fund Our Future, an advocacy group that traces 
its origin to a 2019 AFT campaign and has spawned 
tax proposals in California, Maryland, New York and 
more. The unions want to open new revenue streams 
for future contracts.

Ms. Kornheiser also introduced a fallback plan to 
tax higher earners if the wealth-tax bill doesn’t win 
enough support. Instead of targeting assets, the second 
bill adds a 3% surtax on incomes above $500,000, 
bringing the state’s top income-tax rate to 11.75%. 
This Plan B could raise nearly $100 million a year in 
revenue—at least until New York’s tax refugees decide 
to relocate elsewhere.
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The Week That Was - a look back through cartoonists’ eyes...

The message at the Munich Security Conference 
last weekend couldn’t have been clearer: Russia is 
advancing, Ukraine is struggling to survive and the 
West needs to provide more military assistance now.

“Ukraine is headed for a morale gulch” unless its 
allies move quickly to bolster support, said Sen. Shel-
don Whitehouse (D-R.I.), who led a bipartisan Senate 
delegation to the conference. “Russia is up, Ukraine 
is down,” and the West needs to help Kyiv’s brave 
soldiers find a way across “the valley of death” until 
Congress acts to send more weapons, Whitehouse 
said.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky signaled 
exactly what he needs — long-range ATACM-300 
missiles — during a private meeting with a bipartisan 
congressional group. He brought out 
a map showing the Russian targets in 
occupied Crimea that could be hit by 
those ATACMS. The strikes wouldn’t 
liberate Crimea, but they would rattle 
Russia’s confidence and lift Ukrainian 
morale at a time when Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin thinks he’s in control.

President Biden has been reluctant to send the 
ATACMS, for good reason. The United States needs 
them for its own defense. And Biden doesn’t want 
an escalatory spiral with Russia. But nothing is more 
important to U.S. security right now than helping 
Ukraine halt Russia’s momentum on the battlefield. 
And Ukraine has shown that it will keep its promises 
not to fire U.S. weapons into Russian territory. Don’t 
wait for legislation; send the missiles.

Two events last weekend underlined Putin’s maca-
bre momentum. The death of heroic dissident Alexei 
Navalny in a Siberian prison camp shows that Putin is 
conducting a “no limits” assault, as Russian mobsters 
like to say. Russia’s capture of Avdiivka in eastern 
Ukraine showed that 
Putin will sacrifice 
tens of thousands of 
soldiers in his “meat 
assaults,” as Zelen-
sky described them.

Avdiivka matters 
not because of its 
strategic importance, 
but because Ukraini-
an troops there were 
running out of artil-
lery ammunition and 
air defenses — a sign 
of their growing vul-
nerability. The short-
age of air defenses is 
especially worrying: 
Russian planes could drop precision bombs on Avdi-
ivka at will. If Ukraine doesn’t get new air-defense 
supplies soon, that threat could extend to cities across 
the country.

Russian troops are grinding forward using their 
two great national resources — warm bodies and 
coldblooded patience. That’s how Russia fights its 
wars, from Napoleon to Hitler to now. “They are 
crazy, they are raging … tens of thousands of their 
soldiers. That’s what they have,” Zelensky told the 
conference. Ukraine, in contrast, was struggling to 
protect its troops, whom he described as “our main 
weapon.”

“This war is going Russia’s way now,” warned a 
European ambassador who’s one of the West’s wisest 
observers of the Kremlin. He remembered cautioning 
U.S. officials when the war started that “it will take 
500,000 dead before Russia stops.” Their estimated 
casualties total more than 300,000 dead and wounded, 

according to U.S. officials.
Putin can keep sending troops not just 

because of Russian stoicism, but because 
he has cleverly drawn his forces from the 
poorest and most disadvantaged areas of 
the country. Those dying are dispropor-
tionately ethnic minorities from back-
waters such as Chechnya and Dagestan, 
U.S. analysts say. The pay for soldiers at 
the front is three times what they would 
normally earn, and the families of dead 
soldiers receive a bonus worth more than 
$50,000, noted the European ambassador. 
“The war has brought a kind of prosperity 
for poor Russians,” he said.

Navalny’s death displayed Putin’s cal-
culus. He doesn’t care about elite public 
opinion because it doesn’t threaten his con-
trol. Demonstrators laying flowers or stag-
ing small marches don’t faze him. “Any-
thing below a million we can handle,” a 
Kremlin official told the European ambas-

sador several years ago. The message, the diplomat 
told me, was that “thousands of demonstrators are a 
drop in the ocean.”

Yet even Putin knows he can’t keep the killing 
machine operating indefinitely. That’s why U.S. 
congressional support for continued military aid mat-
ters so much. It buys Ukraine time to consolidate its 
defenses and protect its territory from attack this year 
— so that maybe next year, it can relaunch an offen-
sive. For Ukraine, sustaining the fight and blocking 
Russia is a kind of victory.

One sign that the Kremlin is nervous is that Rus-
sian officials continue their nuclear saber-rattling. 
Dmitry Medvedev, a former Russian president, said 
on Telegram that if the West tried to force Russia back 

from the Ukrainian territory 
it has occupied to its “1991 
border,” then Russia would 
use its “nuclear triad” to 
attack targets including Kyiv, 
Berlin, London and Wash-
ington. Even for a Kremlin 
henchman, it was outrageous 
bullying.

This war is a character 
test for the West. Europe, to 
my surprise, is behaving with 
admirable fortitude, at least 
compared with the United 
States. Biden has been stead-
fast, but it’s time for him to 
do more.

As for congressional 
Republicans ready to abandon Ukraine at the whim 
of former president Donald Trump, one can only feel 
sorrow — especially for someone who once knew 
better, such as Sen. Lindsey Graham (S.C.), who had 
been until this year a bedrock member of the Munich 
conference’s consensus to resist Russian aggression. 
He has become a living sign of the corrosive effect of 
Trump’s embrace.

One of the most poignant images I took away from 
Munich was shared by Sen. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii). 
He described reports that Ukrainian soldiers at the 
front have been checking their cellphones to see what 
House Republicans will do about the military-aid 
package. What must those soldiers, huddling under 
Russian shells and bombs, think of the members of 
Congress who are ready to abandon them?

Let’s hope that House Republicans find some 
backbone before the curtain of shame descends.

Follow David Ignatius @IgnatiusPost on X

David
Ignatius

Ukraine faces a valley of death. There’s 
a way Biden can help it get across.

This war is a 
character test 
for the West.
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Bride gets giddy 
over wedding gift 

Dear Annie: I have a friend whose 
son was taking a job across the country 
after his wedding. She hosted a bridal 
shower since many of us had met her 
future daughter-in-law and her parents 
didn’t live nearby. We were asked to 
give our best marital advice and bring 
a gift. Since I wasn’t married and I had 
a custodial job, I made a list of every-
day products and what they could be 
used to clean.

At the wedding reception, the bride 
came to me and gave me a hug. Then 
she told me that mine was the best gift 
because she didn’t know how to clean 
very well. That’s one gift that could be 
used again and again and passed down 
for generations. Plus it’s something 
that made me feel good. — Still Feel-
ing Good

Dear Still Feeling Good: What a 
wonderful example of how thoughtful-
ness and creativity can go a long way. 
Many people experience stress or anx-
iety over the financial cost of attending 
a wedding — from travel fare to hotel 
reservations to wedding gifts, not to 
mention separate occasions altogether 
like bachelorette parties and bridal 
showers. Your thoughtfulness and your 
pride in your work are shining through 
in your gift, and the bride clearly 
appreciated the personal touch. Well 
done!

Dear Annie: My husband and I just 
moved from Ohio to South Carolina 
for better weather. We also went from 
a tiny house to a big, beautiful home. 

My in-laws always threaten to 
move in with us and they think it’s 
funny. I can’t stand them. I loathe 
them. They are alcoholics, and when 
we lived in Ohio, my husband would 
go to their house every weekend and 
drink heavily with them. 

Since we’ve moved, my husband 
hasn’t gotten drunk, which I appre-
ciate. When they come to visit, is it 

wrong to ask 
them not to bring 
liquor to our 
house and to ask 
them to stay at an 
Airbnb or hotel 
instead of with 
us? The thought 
of them being 
here with us 
makes me cringe. 
I should also 
mention that our lives and relationship 
are much healthier and happier with-
out them around. Please help! — In-
Law Annoyance 

Dear In-Law Annoyance: It sounds 
like this move has brought nothing but 
good things to you and your husband, 
and protecting that peace is important. 
Through honest communication with 
your partner, it can be done. 

Discuss your in-laws’ upcoming 
visit together and figure out the best 
way to approach setting boundar-
ies with them. It’s your house, which 
means your guests should abide by 
your rules — in this case, no booze. 
Suggest to your husband that they 
secure alternative accommodations, 
but host them for outings, dinners or 
other visits while they are in town. 

Navigating family dynamics like 
this can be tricky. The keys to success 
are honesty and open communication 
with your husband. If you two are on 
the same page, it will be much easier 
to keep the peace with your in-laws. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” features favorite columns 
on marriage, infidelity, communica-
tion and reconciliation. It is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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A person may believe in God, 
the Bible, and the church but 

not surrender to Christ

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | February 17 - 23, 2024    | 15 Friday prime time

02/23 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
< Power Play (‘94, Drama) Marietta 
DePrima, Hagan Beggs, Ken Olandt. 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Jewish 
Jesus 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Truths 
That 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

S.W.A.T. "Peace Talks"
(N) 

Fire Country "Like 
Breathing Again" (N) 

Blue Bloods "Dropping 
Bombs" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii "Hapai ke kuko, 
hanau ka hewa" 

Hawaii Five-0 "E'ao 
lu'au a kualima" 

Bull "The Exception to 
the Rule" 

Bull "No Good Deed" Bull "The Devil, the 
Detail" 

Bull "Thanksgiving" Bull "Home for the 
Holidays" 

Bull "Survival Instincts" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive 
newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. (N)

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Password Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Meet 
By-Product" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago P.D. "What 
Could Have Been" 

Chicago P.D. "Sacrifice" Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom Goldbergs
"Breakin'" 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Penn & Teller: Fool Us

"Game of Drones" (N) 
Funny Kids 
(N) 

Animals
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Ireland's Wild Coast PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 

America 
Primetime 
39 (N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Great Performances "George Jones: 
Still Playin' Possum" (N) 

NEXT "A Joni Mitchell 
Song Book" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Ireland's Wild Coast Context BBC News 

America 
PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-

ton Wk (N)
Firing-
Hoover (N)

Great Performances "George Jones: 
Still Playin' Possum" (N) 

NEXT "A Joni Mitchell 
Song Book" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < Salt-N-Pepa 
(‘21) G.G. Townson. 

< Keyshia Cole: This Is My Story (2023, Docu-
Drama) Debbi Morgan, Joseph C. Phillips, 

< Wendy Williams: The Movie (‘21, Docu-Drama)
Morocco Omari, Rebecca Davis, Ciera Payton. 

(:05) Wendy The life of talk show host Wendy Williams; 
her divorce & her notorious feuds with celebrities. 

< Wendy Williams: The 
Movie Ciera Payton. 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) <+++ Cars (‘06) Owen Wilson. <++ Cars 2 (‘11) Voices of Larry the Cable Guy, Owen Wilson. <++ Cars 3 (‘17) Voices of Cristela Alonzo, Owen Wilson. < Ron's Gone Wrong 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:30) <++ Ride Along (‘14, Comedy) 
Kevin Hart, John Leguizamo, Ice Cube. 

<++ Central Intelligence (2016, Action) Kevin Hart, Amy 
Ryan, Dwayne Johnson. 

<++ Ride Along (2014, Comedy) Kevin Hart, John 
Leguizamo, Ice Cube. 

<++ Central Intelligence (2016, Action) Kevin 
Hart, Amy Ryan, Dwayne Johnson. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ The Wolf of Wall Street (2013, Comedy Drama) Jonah Hill, Margot Robbie, Leonardo DiCaprio. <+++ The Wolf of 
Wall Street 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(3:00) MLB Baseball SportsCenter NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball Cleveland Cavaliers at Philadelphia 76ers From 

Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia. (L) (N) 
NBA Basketball Miami Heat at New Orleans Pelicans From 
Smoothie King Center in New Orleans. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 Around (N) Pardon (N) ESPN BET Live Gymnastics LSU at Florida (L) (N) College Basketball Duquesne at Fordham (L) (N) UFC Live SportsCenter (L) (N) SportCtr NFL Live 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line World Poker WPT Cash 

Game - Part 4 
In the 
Spotlight 

Pregame
(L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Los Angeles Clippers at Memphis Grizzlies From 
the FedEx Forum in Memphis, Tenn. (L) (N) 

Grizzlies 
Live (L) (N) 

Lights Out XF An elite fighting series that features 
crossover bouts, tournaments, title bouts and more. 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Chicago Fire "Tonight's 
the Night" 

Chicago Fire "Virgin 
Skin" 

Chicago Fire "Keep 
Your Mouth Shut" 

Chicago Fire "A Rocket 
Blasting Off" 

Chicago Fire "When 
Things Got Rough" 

Chi. Fire "Until Your 
Feet Leave the Ground" 

Chicago Fire "A Heavy 
Weight" 

Chicago Fire "A Dark 
Day" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Gold Rush "Off the 
Rails" 

Gold Rush "Waking the 
Beast" 

Gold Rush "Rally Valley 
or Bust" 

Gold Rush (N) (:10) Hustlers "The 
Master of Disguises" (N) 

(:10) Gold Rush-Res.
"For Love of Nuggets" 

(:10) Gold Rush "Legend 
of Freddy and Juan" 

Gold Rush

TLC  36 73 183 280 90 Day Diaries 90 Day Diaries 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé (N) 90 Day (N) 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Aliens A look at intelligent robots: whether they are 
a threat to humanity or the next step in evolution. 

Ancient Aliens "Aliens 
in Our Airspace" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Top Ten Alien Disasters" 

Ancient Aliens "Secrets 
of the Sumerians" (N) 

(:05) Proof-There "The 
UFO Files" (N) 

(:05) Ancient Aliens
"The Time Benders" 

(:05) Aliens "Secrets of 
the Sumerians" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "The Invitation" The First 48 First 48 "Senior Year" (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Sweeter Than 
Chocolate 

< The Royal Nanny (2022, Romance) Dan 
Jeannotte, Greta Scacchi, Rachel Skarsten. 

< Christmas With a Kiss (2023, Romance) Ronnie 
Rowe, Jaime M. Callica, Mishael Morgan. 

< The Sweetest Christmas (2017, Romance) Lea 
Coco, Jonathan Adams, Lacey Chabert. 

< Always Amore (‘22) 
Autumn Reeser. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:05) <++ Moonfall 
(‘22) Halle Berry. 

<++ Happy Death Day (2017, Horror) Israel 
Broussard, Ruby Modine, Jessica Rothe. 

<++ The Hunt (2020, Thriller) Betty Gilpin, Emma 
Roberts, Ike Barinholtz. 

< Squealer (2023, Action) Theo Rossi, Wes 
Chatham, Tyrese Gibson. (P) 

Resident Alien "The 
Upper Hand" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <++ Men in Black 2 (:40) <++ Men in Black 3 (‘12) Tommy Lee Jones, Will Smith. (:55) < Men in Black 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:15) <++++ Star Wars: The Empire Strikes 
Back (‘80) Harrison Ford, Mark Hamill. 

<+++ Star Wars: Return of the Jedi (1983, Sci-Fi) Harrison Ford, Carrie 
Fisher, Mark Hamill. 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

<+++ Star Wars: Return of the Jedi (1983, Sci-
Fi) Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamill. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+++ The Perfect Storm (2000, Thriller) Mark Wahlberg, John C. Reilly,
George Clooney. 

<++++ The Shawshank Redemption (1994, Drama) Morgan Freeman,
Bob Gunton, Tim Robbins. 

<+++ Cast Away (2000, Drama) Helen Hunt, 
Nick Searcy, Tom Hanks. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office To Be Announced

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) NASCAR Xfinity 
Racing Series 

I Am Kevin Harvick Pickleball PPA Tour: Mesa Arizona Cup 
Quarterfinal Action from the paddle sport. (L) (N) 

PokerStars PCA 2018 
Main Event - Part 9 

College Basketball From Provident Credit Union 
Event Center in San Jose, Calif. 

PokerStars PCA 2023 
Main Event - Part 1 (N) 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Law & Order "Mega" Law & Order Mama June Mama June Mama June (N) Mama June Mama June Mama June

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Vanderpump Rules Summer House <+++ The Blind Side (‘09) Tim McGraw, Quinton Aaron, Sandra Bullock. <+++ The Blind Side (‘09) Tim McGraw, Quinton Aaron, Sandra Bullock. 
NICK  68  170 299 (3:30) < Dora & the Lost ... <++ Hotel Transylvania (‘12) Adam Sandler. <++ Shrek Forever After (‘10) Mike Myers. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Hamster & Hamster & Big City Big City <+++ Up (‘09) Edward Asner. (:45) Kiff (:10) Kiff (:35) Kiff Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy The 700 Club The 

Simpsons 
The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:45) <++ Jurassic World (‘15) 
Bryce Dallas Howard, Chris Pratt. 

(:55) Curb Your 
Enthusiasm 

(:35) To Be Announced Programming to be announced. To Be Announced True Detective: Night 
Country "Part 6" 

(:20) <+++ Flight (‘12) 
Denzel Washington. 

MAX  325  310 515 
<++ Spaceballs (1987, Comedy) 
John Candy, Rick Moranis, Mel Brooks. 

(:35) <+ The Animal (‘01) Colleen 
Haskell, Rob Schneider. 

<++ Body of Lies (2008, Drama) Russell Crowe,
Mark Strong, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

(:10) <++ Taken 3 (2014, Action) Forest Whitaker,
Maggie Grace, Liam Neeson. 

<++ Hit & Run (‘12) 
Dax Shepard. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:45) <+++ Dreamgirls (2006, Musical) Beyoncé,
Eddie Murphy, Jamie Foxx. 

<+++ Everything Everywhere All at Once (2022, Comedy) 
Stephanie Hsu, Ke Huy Quan, Michelle Yeoh. 

<++ The Last Voyage of the Demeter (‘23, Hor)
Aisling Franciosi, Javier Botet, Corey Hawkins. 

<++ Jack Reacher (‘12) Rosamund 
Pike, Robert Duvall, Tom Cruise. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:35) < Rumba Love 
(‘21) Guillermo Iván. 

(:20) < Murina (2021, Drama) Danica Curcic, Leon 
Lucev, Gracija Filipovic. 

<+++ Silence (2016, History) Adam Driver, Tadanobu Asano,
Andrew Garfield. (P) 

(:45) <++++ The Exorcist (1973, Horror) Linda 
Blair, Max Von Sydow, Ellen Burstyn. 

(:50) < 
Grindhous... 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: Is it true 
that a person can go to 
church and believe in 
God and still not go to 
Heaven? This is con-
cerning to me, yet I know 
many people from around 
the world that say they 
believe in God and go to 
church (or in some cases 
a mosque or temple). – 
C.G.

Answer: Many people 
from around the world 
claim that they believe 
in Jesus, the church, and 
even the Bible. But that 
isn’t enough to be accept-
ed as a follower of Christ, 
for “even the demons 
believe — and tremble” 
(James 2:19, NKJV). 
We must confess and 

repent of our sins and 
receive Jesus as Lord 
and Savior. “But as 

many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to 
become children of God, 
to those who believe in 
His name” (John 1:12, 
NKJV).

To illustrate, a person 
can go to the airport with 
the intention of making a 
trip to a certain destina-
tion. He makes a flight 
reservation, purchases the 
ticket, and gets in line at 
the gate. There are three 
calls for boarding, but he 
fails to enter through the 
gate and walk the ramp to 
the plane’s cabin. He has 
not committed himself by 
getting on board.

A person may believe 
in God, the Bible, and 
the church but not sur-

render to Christ. This 
kind of belief does not 
involve complete com-
mitment and obedience 
to Him. The moment we 
receive Him, we are born 
again and belong wholly 
to Christ. The Holy Spirit 
comes on board in our 
souls and God’s nature 
begins to transform us 
into His obedient chil-
dren. We are to pray that 
His Word will put our 
hearts and minds on Him, 
thereby granting peace 
of mind that comes only 
from God in Heaven.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer

Scientists have con-
firmed what became of 
a star that exploded in a 
stunning supernova visible 
to Earth more than three 
decades ago: It morphed 
into a neutron star, one of 
the oddest objects in the uni-
verse.

In 1987, a star in a near-
by galaxy went supernova 
and its fiery demise was 
detected in Earth’s night-
time sky with the naked 
eye for months. Scientists 
figured when its core col-
lapsed, the remnants would 
turn into one of two things: 
a black hole, where nothing 
escapes; or a neutron star, 
the most dense object in 
the universe besides a black 
hole.

The trouble was there 
was so much debris, astron-
omers couldn’t see past the 
dust. But NASA’s Webb 
Space Telescope cut through 
the clutter by peering in 
infrared light and saw two 
telltale chemical signatures 
— argon and sulfur — of a 
pulsing super-hot neutron 
star, according to a study 
published Thursday in the 
journal Science.

Since the explosion was 
recent and well-tracked, 
this discovery should help 
astronomers better under-
stand this type of cosmic 
oddball and its predecessors 
that helped seed the universe 
with important elements 
such as carbon and iron.

This neutron star is only 
12 miles from end to end, 
yet weighs 1 1/2 times our 
sun. It’s densely packed 
with little space between 
parts of its atoms. The 
aftermath of the so-called 
supernova 1987A is like-

ly the only time modern 
astronomy has witnessed 
the birth and early years of 
a neutron star, even though 
there are closer but older 
ones in our own galaxy, 
scientists said.

“Besides the black hole, 
these are the most exotic 
objects we have in the uni-
verse,” said lead author 
Claes Fransson, an astro-
physicist at Stockholm 
University in Sweden. “We 
know about these objects 
from the 1960s, but we 
haven’t seen any of them 
being really formed.”

Images of the distant 
supernova remnant shows 

what Fransson calls “a ring 
of pearls” encircling a cloud 
of dust. Somewhere in the 
middle of that dust is the 
neutron star, he said.

Scientists had long sus-
pected the collapsed core 
was now a neutron star. 
But this measurement by 
the Webb telescope, even 
though it isn’t a direct image 
of the neutron star, provides 
a pretty definitive answer, 
Fransson and outside scien-
tists said.

The case for a neutron 
star is well-made, said Stan-
ford University astrophysi-
cist Roger Blandford, who 
wasn’t part of the study.
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By KIM CHANDLER 
Associated Press

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) 
— Additional in vitro fertilization 
providers in Alabama paused parts 
of their treatment Thursday, send-
ing patients scrambling to make 
other plans after the state Supreme 
Court ruled that frozen embryos 
are legally considered children.

The decisions by Alabama Fer-
tility Services and Mobile Infirma-
ry come a day after the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham health 
system said in a statement that it 
was pausing IVF treatments so it 
could evaluate whether its patients 
or doctors could face criminal 
charges or punitive damages.

Alabama Fertility Services said 
in a statement that it “made the 
impossibly difficult decision to 
hold new IVF treatments due to 
the legal risk to our clinic and our 
embryologists” and was working 
to find solutions for patients.

Mobile Infirmary, a hospital 
in the Infirmary Health system, 
decided the ruling left the provider 
with no choice but to pause treat-
ments, system President and CEO 
Mark Nix said in a statement.

“We understand the burden 
this places on deserving families 
who want to bring babies into this 

world and who have no alternative 
options for conceiving,” Nix said.

Doctors and patients have been 
grappling with shock and fear this 
week as they try to determine what 
they can and can’t do after the rul-
ing by the all-Republican Alabama 
Supreme Court that raises ques-
tions about the future of IVF.

Alabama Fertility Services’ 
decision left Gabby Goidel, who 
was days from an expected egg 
retrieval, calling clinics across the 
South looking for a place to con-
tinue IVF care.

“I freaked out. I started crying. 
I felt in an extreme limbo state. 
They did not have all the answers. 
I did not obviously have any 
answers,” Goidel said.

The Alabama ruling came 
down Friday, the same day Goidel 
began a 10-day series of injections 
ahead of egg retrieval, with the 
hopes of getting pregnant through 
IVF next month. Goidel, who 
experienced three miscarriages 
and turned to IVF as a way she 
and her husband could fulfill their 
dream of becoming parents, found 
a place in Texas that will continue 
her care and plans to travel there 
Thursday night.

“It’s not pro-family in any 
way,” Goidel said of the Alabama 

ruling.
Dr. Michael C. Allemand, a 

reproductive endocrinologist at 
Alabama Fertility, said Wednesday 
that IVF is often the best treatment 
for patients who desperately want 
a child, and the ruling threatens 
doctors’ ability to provide that 
care.

“The moments that our patients 
are wanting to have by growing 
their families — Christmas morn-
ings with grandparents, kinder-
garten, going in the first day of 
school, with little backpacks— all 
that stuff is what this is about. 
Those are the real moments that 
this ruling could deprive patients 
of,” he said.

At the Fertility Institute of 
North Alabama, Dr. Brett Daven-
port said his clinic will continue 
providing IVF as always.

“What we do could not be any 
more pro-life. We’re trying to help 
couples who can’t otherwise con-
ceive a child,” Davenport said.

He added that a fraction of fer-
tilized eggs result in pregnancy 
when a couple is trying to con-
ceive naturally. What fertility doc-
tors do with IVF is in many ways 
“mimicking the natural process 
that happens in a female body,” he 
said.

In their ruling last week, jus-
tices — citing language in the 
Alabama Constitution that the 
state recognizes the “rights of the 
unborn child” — said three cou-
ples could sue for wrongful death 
when their frozen embryos were 
destroyed in an accident at a stor-
age facility.

“Unborn children are ‘chil-
dren’ ... without exception based 
on developmental stage, physi-
cal location, or any other ancil-
lary characteristics,” Justice Jay 
Mitchell wrote in the majority 
ruling. Mitchell said the court had 
previously ruled that a fetus killed 
when a woman is pregnant is cov-
ered under Alabama’s Wrongful 
Death of a Minor Act and nothing 
excludes “extrauterine children 
from the Act’s coverage.”

Republican state Sen. Tim Mel-
son, who is a doctor, said he’s not 
surprised by the unintended conse-
quences of the ruling and intends 
to file legislation to protect IVF 
services in the state. Melson said 
the legislation seeks to clarify that 
a fertilized egg has legal protec-
tions once it is implanted in the 
uterus but until then is a “potential 
life.”

“I’m just trying to come up 
with a solution for the IVF indus-

try and protect the doctors and still 
make it available for people who 
have fertility issues that need to 
be addressed because they want to 
have a family,” Melson said.

Although the Alabama court 
case centered on whether embryos 
were covered under the wrong-
ful death of a minor statute, some 
said treating the embryo as a child 
could have broader implications.

Rachel Rebouche, dean of 
Temple University Beasley School 
of Law in Philadelphia, sees the 
ruling as “emblematic of the long 
march toward fetal personhood.”

“This may not be the case that 
launches it, but this is a very stra-
tegic decision on the part of anti-
abortion forces because they know 
that personhood bills have failed,” 
Rebouche said.

Dr. John Storment, a reproduc-
tive endocrinologist in Lafayette, 
Louisiana, said the Alabama deci-
sion could affect whether fertility 
doctors want to move to or stay in 
that state.

“I don’t think that any doctor 
knowing that there’s a potential for 
criminal prosecution would even 
want to be in that position,” he said. 
“There’s 49 other states and many 
other countries they could practice 
in without the same threat.”

Alabama IVF providers pause treatment after ruling on frozen embryos

By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Donald 
Trump could be at risk of losing 
some of his prized properties if he 
can’t pay his staggering New York 
civil fraud penalty. With interest, 
he owes the state nearly $454 mil-
lion — and the amount is going up 
$87,502 each day until he pays.

New York Attorney General 
Letitia James told ABC News on 
Tuesday that she will seek to seize 
some of the former president’s 
assets if he’s unable to cover the 
bill from Judge Arthur Engoron’s 
Feb. 16 ruling.

Engoron concluded that Trump 
lied for years about his wealth as 
he built the real estate empire that 
vaulted him to stardom and the 
White House. Trump denies wrong-
doing and has vowed to appeal.

“If he does not have funds 
to pay off the judgment, then 
we will seek judgment enforce-
ment mechanisms in court, and 
we will ask the judge to seize his 
assets,” James, a Democrat, said 
in an interview with ABC reporter 
Aaron Katersky.

Trump’s ability to pay his 
mounting legal debts is increas-
ingly murky after back-to-back 
courtroom losses. In January, a 
jury ordered him to pay $83.3 mil-
lion for defaming writer E. Jean 
Carroll.

Trump claimed last year that 

he has about $400 million in cash 
— reserves that would get eaten 
up by his court penalties. The rest 
of his net worth, which he says is 
several billion dollars, is tied up in 
golf courses, skyscrapers and other 
properties, along with investments 
and other holdings.

But don’t expect James to try to 
grab the keys to Trump Tower or 
Mar-a-Lago immediately. Trump’s 
promised appeal is likely to halt 
collection of his penalty while the 
process plays out.

Here’s a look at where things 
stand in the wake of Trump’s cost-
ly verdict.
COULD THE STATE REALLY 

SEIZE TRUMP’S ASSETS?
Yes. If Trump isn’t able to pay, 

the state “could levy and sell his 
assets, lien his real property, and 
garnish anyone who owes him 
money,” Syracuse University Law 
Professor Gregory Germain said.

Seizing assets is a common legal 
tactic when a defendant can’t access 
enough cash to pay a civil penalty. 
In a famous example, O.J. Simp-
son’s Heisman Trophy was seized 
and sold at auction in 1999 to cover 
part of a $33.5 million wrongful 
death judgment against him.

Trump could avoid losing 
assets to seizure if he has enough 
cash — or can free up enough cash 
— to pay his penalty and mount-
ing interest.

How much he has isn’t clear 

because most information about 
Trump’s finances comes from 
Trump himself via his government 
disclosures and the annual finan-
cial statements that Engoron has 
deemed fraudulent.

Trump reported having about 
$294 million in cash or cash 
equivalents on his most recent 
annual financial statement for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2021.

After that, according to state 
lawyers, he added about $186.8 
million from selling the lease on 
his Washington hotel in May 2022 
and the rights to manage a New 
York City golf course in June 
2023. Part of Trump’s penalty 
requires that he give those pro-
ceeds to the state, plus interest.

Engoron’s decision last week 
spared Trump’s real estate empire 
from what the Republican front-
runner deemed the “corporate 
death penalty,” reversing a prior 
ruling and opting to leave his com-
pany in business, albeit with severe 
restrictions including oversight 
from a court-appointed monitor.

James didn’t specify to ABC 
which of Trump’s assets the state 
might want to seize, though she 
noted that her office is right across 
the street from a Trump-owned 
office building in Lower Manhat-
tan that was the subject of some of 
the fraud allegations in her lawsuit.

“We are prepared to make sure 
that the judgment is paid to New 

Yorkers,” James told ABC. “And 
yes, I look at 40 Wall Street each 
and every day.”

HOW WILL AN APPEAL 
AFFECT PENALTY?

With Trump promising to 
appeal, it’s unlikely he’ll have to 
pay the penalty — or face the pros-
pect of having some of his assets 
seized — for a while. If he wins, he 
might not have to pay anything.

Under state law, Trump will 
receive an automatic stay if he 
puts up money, assets or an appeal 
bond covering the amount he 
owes. A stay is a legal mechanism 
halting enforcement of a court 
decision while the appeals process 
plays out.

“Even if we choose to appeal 
this – which we will – we have 
to post the bond, which is the full 
amount and some, and we will be 
prepared to do that,” Trump law-
yer Alina Habba told Fox News on 
Monday.

Trump’s lawyers can also ask 
the appeals court to grant a stay 
without obtaining a bond or with a 
bond for a lower amount.

In his Georgia election inter-
ference criminal case, Trump 
paid $20,000 — or 10% — for a 
$200,000 release bond. After losing 
at a first trial involving Carroll last 
year, Trump put $5.55 million in 
escrow to cover the cost of the judg-
ment while he appeals. He has said 
he would appeal the $83.3 million 

January verdict but has yet to do so.
“If he can’t post a bond or meet 

the appellate division’s bonding 
requirements, then I would expect 
him to file bankruptcy to take 
advantage of the automatic stay 
on collection,” Germain said. “But 
that’s a couple of chess moves 
away, so we will just have to see 
what happens.”

Trump’s vow to appeal all but 
assures the legal fight over his 
business practices will persist into 
the thick of the presidential pri-
mary season as he tries to clinch 
the Republican nomination in his 
quest to retake the White House.

The appeal is also likely to 
overlap with his criminal trial next 
month in his New York hush-mon-
ey case, the first of his four crimi-
nal cases to go to trial.

Trump’s 30-day window to 
appeal won’t start until the clerk at 
Engoron’s courthouse files paper-
work making the verdict official. 
Engoron sent the paperwork to the 
clerk’s office Thursday, but it has 
yet to be filed. The judge rejected a 
request from Trump’s lawyer Clif-
ford Robert asking for the enforce-
ment of the penalty to be delayed 30 
days “given the magnitude” of the 
judgment. Engoron, replying to the 
lawyer by email, said: “You have 
failed to explain, much less justify, 
any basis for a stay. I am confident 
that the Appellate Division will pro-
tect your appellate rights.”

New York AG says she’ll seize Trump’s property if he can’t pay $454M

Space telescope spies neutron star 
in the debris of famous supernova



of victory — and venting a lot of frustration 
in the process.

Making it equally delicious for Norwell 
was that the decisive win was accomplished 
on Bluffton’s own floor. In the postgame 
celebration, someone got the idea of tying a 
tiger tail, cut from the back of a stuffed ani-
mal, to the rim — Bluffton’s own rim — as a 
symbol of what had happened that night to 
its beloved Tigers. 

“Someone stole a stuffed tiger from the 
Bluffton cheering section and cut the tail 
off,” remembered Kay (Fox) Schwartz (’73). 
She’s pretty sure she knows who swiped the 
soft toy but can’t confirm it. “I know who 
cut the tail off,” she chuckled. “They were 
waving it around during the game.”

“The Bluffton-Norwell rivalry was so 
fierce,” added Decker. “They wanted to 
hang (that tail) in Bluffton’s own rim just to 
spite them.”

Almost as an afterthought, someone else 
got the idea of making sure that Bluffton 
was reminded of who did it and produced a 
conveniently-handy red bandana to tie to the 
rim as well. No one knew it at the time, but a 
tradition was being born. 

But the heckling and the harassing about 
being farmers and coming from farm coun-
try wasn’t limited to Bluffton. 

“(Norwell’s) glowing flannel shirts 
looked like rejects from a Sgt. Preston of 
the Yukon flick,” scoffed the Decatur Daily 
Democrat’s Eric Mann. “Added to the out-
fits were flashy red kerchiefs which, when 
waved, appeared suspiciously like rags usu-
ally tied to the back of slow-moving vehi-
cles. My guess is that there are a number 
of deflagged farm vehicles in upper Wells 
County. Either that or someone is missing a 
pair of crimson long johns.”

Lewis got a kick out of hearing about that 
blurb in the Decatur paper and added, “We 
were being called ‘farmers’ by someone 
(other than Bluffton). Was it Bellmont? I 
was thinking it was Marion at the regional.”

According to Lewis himself back then, it 
was Marion. “Actually, the ‘farmer’ tag was 
stuck on us last year in the regional tourna-
ment at Marion when several of the fans 
made remarks to the effect that we were 
farmers,” he said in a preview to the 1973 
semi-state a year later that ran in the Demo-
crat under the headline “Norwell ‘farmers’ to 
battle ‘city-slicker’ (Northrop) Bruins.”

“I don’t know why we were being called 
that,” says Dennis Elick, a starter on both the 
’72 and ’73 teams. “I didn’t live on a farm. 
None of us did. Well, maybe two of us. Gor-
don Wall might have lived on a farm, I think, 
and Mark Drabenstott did, too. But none of our 
dads were farmers, at least not full-time. Gor-
don’s dad worked at International Harvester. 
Drabenstott’s dad might have done some farm-
ing, but he was a teacher, too. We lived in Toc-
sin, and my dad worked for the railroad.”

The tag, of course, had nothing whatsoev-
er to do with actually being a farmer. “Farm-
er” was teenage slang for hick or hayseed or 
unsophisticated. In other words: you’re not 
cool. Those would have been fighting words 
for any 17-year-old. 

Farmers or not, Norwell very nearly 
force-fed Marion its own words before fall-
ing 58-57. A missed Marion free throw with 
0:16 left gave the Knights a chance, but they 
missed two shots in the remaining time. 

“We should have won that game,” insist-
ed Elick about the near-miss against the 
eventual regional champion.

But instead of running away from 
the “farmers” tag, the Norwell students 
embraced it. After all, they’d been hear-
ing it for five years. They called it, “Farmer 
Power.”

They came back for more the following 
season. The flannel shirts, hats and handker-
chiefs, whether red or blue, became a sort of 
dress code. But there was more than just dress 
and hanky-waving, there were the yells — the 
testosterone-soaked whoops and hollers com-
ing from the boys that were more provocative 
than anything the girls cooked up. 

While the girls were producing standard-
issue but innocuous stuff like “Re-bound 
that basketball,” the boys had other things 
in mind. If a particularly egregious call went 
against the Knights, fans might hear a bass-
pitched “I’m blind, I’m deaf, I wanna be a 
ref,” or perhaps a menacing, “We got a rope, 
we got a tree, all we need now is a referee!” 
An opponent who made an exceptional play 
could expect to be serenaded with “Water-
melon, watermelon, watermelon, rind; look 
at the scoreboard, see who’s behind!” And 
those were three of the tamer ones. There 
were others.

If those creative barnyard taunts and cat-
calls intended to get under someone’s skin, 
it worked. 

“Some of the four- and five-letter words 
used in some of their cheers and songs 

should not be allowed,” huffed the Berne 
Witness after seeing its hometown South 
Adams team eliminated in the sectional 
finals and no doubt after hearing a rapid-
fire, ‘We got a high school, we got a yell; 
we got a team that fights — like Helen in 
a high chair, we’re up there! Rah-rah-rah, 
zis-boom-bah, we’re going to beat you, ha-
ha-ha!’ If the Norwell administration does 
not stop this kind of mockery, nonsense, and 
insults, then tourney officials should,” fumed 
the Witness. “Some of the chants and cheers 
in both the Adams Central and South Adams 
games have absolutely no place in high 
school basketball circles.”

The offending cheer was rattled off at 
drink-from-a-firehose speed to be almost 
indecipherable. Almost. But one word in it 
was clearly audible to the Witness. Or so the 
paper thought.

The question is: was “Helen” one word or 
two? The cheer makes sense either way.

Some, like Brian Schwartz (’73), remem-
ber “Helen in a high chair.” Others remem-
ber it differently. Some plead the Fifth — 
with a twinkle in their eye. And maybe that, 
after all, was the point: plausible deniability.

“I think there were maybe times when 
they were doing some things that maybe 
they shouldn’t have been doing,” said Lewis. 
“Our principal back then was Lex Dormire, 
and I know he had some anxious moments 
during games.”

Anxious moments for a principal equal 
a barrel of laughs for a bunch of fun-loving 
teens.

“They were very mischievous,” added 
Elick. “Nothing would surprise me coming 
from that bunch.”

In any event, while the Norwell students 
in the bleachers were bothering the South 
Adams faithful, the ones on the floor were 
taking care of business, ripping the Starfires 
75-58 for Norwell’s second straight sectional 
championship. While there was no reason 
to fasten a tiger’s tail to the rim this time, 
the bandana came out anyway, along with 
a silent message, maybe not one directed at 
South Adams so much as toward Marion — 
we’re coming.

Even the adults got into the act. The 
News-Banner’s Gary Books reported seeing 
a doctor at the regional wearing bib overalls 
and other businessmen wearing bandanas 
instead of neckties with their sport coats. 
Lewis mentioned that to the Democrat, too. 
“I’ve seen well-known businessmen come to 
our games dressed in bib overalls, and when 
you can get that kind of support behind 
you, it can’t help but to make for a higher 
morale,” he said at the time.

Norwell did, indeed, come to Marion, 
ready to serve revenge up cold to their sup-
posedly “big-city” tormenters. The only 
problem was that Marion wasn’t there. 
The Giants were ousted in the sectional by 
Madison-Grant, an embarrassment in itself. 
No matter. The Knights came, they saw, and 
they conquered, beating the team that Mari-
on couldn’t along the way. 

After the nets were cut down, someone 

climbed the ladder and proudly tied farmer’s 
bandanas to the rims — Marion’s own rims 
— in the same gym where Norwell’s play-
ers and fans had been so derided a year ear-
lier. Just as Bluffton had “had it coming” last 
year, so Marion “had it coming” this year.

In the run-up to the semi-state a week 
later, a Fort Wayne News-Sentinel story on 
Norwell was headlined, “Farmers Are Com-
ing,” though the author of the story was 
quick to point out that the majority of the 
students, “probably don’t know the differ-
ence between a Holstein and an Angus, or at 
least don’t care.” 

Although the crop failed for Norwell that 
week, every tournament championship won 
by the Knights in the years that followed was 
celebrated by tying a farmer’s handkerchief, 
red or blue, to the rims after the nets were 
cut down. When the Knights won sectional 
and regional titles in 1988, a rally T-shirt was 
even made that depicted an empty rim with a 
bandana hanging from it.

But after that 1988 regional champion-
ship, nothing. Lewis retired after the 1989 
season. When the new coach, Larry Lael, 
led his team to the Northeast Hoosier Con-
ference tournament championship in 1991, 
the rims at the Coliseum were left conspicu-
ously bare. When asked about it, Lael admit-
ted that he was unaware of the tradition and 
pledged to restart it if his club won the sec-
tional.

But none of Lael’s teams ever did. It was 
not until 1995 under the leadership of Bruce 
Ballinger that Norwell claimed another sec-
tional title, seven years and two coaches 
removed from the previous one. No one 
thought to tie bandanas to the rims, and the 
tradition quietly died off.

But now, the Norwell girls have revived 
it. And hopefully, come this Saturday, 
the girls will be able, once again, to tie a 
farmer’s hanky ‘round the old iron hoop 
— after scoring what would be the biggest 
championship in the history of Norwell 
basketball.
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By RYAN WALKER
If you listen closely, from about 9:20 

a.m. to 11:10 a.m., you might hear the faint 
sound of singing down I-69 heading down 
to Indianapolis.

It isn’t a party bus. Nobody is going on 
tour. It’s the Norwell girls’ basketball team 
traveling to play the biggest game of their 
lifetime for the Class 3A state championship 
game.

It’s exactly what head coach Eric Thorn-
ton wants to hear, but “I’m not going to 
admit that it’s good singing, but it is sing-
ing.”

There’s a variety of genres they’ll play 
during road trips, and perhaps the loudest is 
“Hallelujah” by Pentatonix.

The song choice isn’t what’s important. 
What is important is Thorn-
ton’s team is loose and has 
a sense of normalcy under 
the spotlight of Gainbridge 
Fieldhouse.

“It makes me happy 
because I know they’re 
ready to play, so sing along,” 
Thornton said. “I want them to sing. I want 
them to do what helps them play their best.”

Gibson Southern, the No. 3 ranked team 
in 3A, awaits them at the end of the road 
trip. The opening tip will take place at 6 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24 in the first game of 
session two.

No. 2 Norwell has crushed anything in its 
path in the tournament thus far, topping No. 
1 Hamilton Heights by 14 and Bremen by 
44 in the Semi-State.

There’s no question that Norwell can 
shoot it, overwhelm opposing offenses in 
their 1-3-1 zone trap defense — but none 
of that at the top of the team’s strengths. It’s 
their team chemistry that has been building 
since they were in third grade.

Six seniors — Makenzie Fuess, Dekota 
Hubble, Annabelle Johnson, Lilly Norris, 
Haley Green, and Ali Riley — have been 
playing on the same team for 10 years now. 
The seventh senior, Kennedy Fuelling, 

joined the group in middle school.
They grew up living and breathing the 

game and doing it while representing Nor-
well on their jerseys. When the Thornton-
led girls’ basketball team would play, the 
seven girls could be found sitting as close 
to the varsity benches as possible, idolizing 
and dreaming of doing the same someday.

Fuess shared, “Normally, whenever 
we would go to varsity games, we’d all sit 
behind the bench. Whenever it was section-
als, we would get pictures with their teams 
when we were younger. Just always looking 
up to them and always wanting to fill their 
shoes. That’s kind of been a big thing for 
us.”

Now they have, and they’ve gone further 
than all of the teams they grew up watching. 

This is the Knights’ second 
state championship appear-
ance since 1977, the year after 
the IHSAA started the tourna-
ment for the girls.

“We talked about how we 
went to all of the high school 
girls’ games as they’d win and 

go further in the tournament as little girls,” 
Norris said. “I think it’s something we all 
dreamed about and it was in the back of all 
of our minds. Just seeing that come true and 
really start to take us places is really cool, 
— and that’s what it means to us, knowing 
that we’ve dreamed of this.”

“I think it’s really fun to do it with this 
group of seniors because it’s just a dream 
for everyone,” Hubble said. “From going to 
third grade to going all the way to state is an 
amazing feeling.”

Some of their favorite memories together 
were getting milkshakes from McDonald’s 
after tournaments or practices — also a way 
that coach Vic Reinhard would motivate the 
team to play at their best.

The team could also be found getting 
Pizza Hut after tournaments and after the 
season ended, haunted houses and Topgolf.

All of the team bonding and time they’ve 

After last Saturday’s semi-state win, a blue 
handkerchief was tied to the rim of the north 
basket of Bob Straight Court, reviving a 
decades-gone Norwell basketball tradition. 
(News-Banner file photo)

Admiring their idols
The current Norwell girls’ basketball team has won the sectional, regional and Semi-State 
over the past month. But growing up, it was them who were watching their favorite coach 
and players. Above, head coach Eric Thornton fills in for a middle school coach who was  
absent during a tournament. The girls pictured from left to right, Makenzie Fuess, Haley 
Green, Ali Riley and Dekota Hubble listen closely to what the parents said was their “Bob 
Knight.” Bottom from left to right, Green, Annabelle Johnson, then fourth is Fuess and 
Hubble get the closest seat they can find to observe their favorite basketball team, the 
Norwell girls’ varsity team. (Photos provided)

10 years, seven seniors — 
and one final challenge

“From going to third grade 
to going all the way to state 

is an amazing feeling.” 
– Dekota Hubble 

(Continued on Page A2)

Norwell’s girls’ basketball seniors get 
ready to finish what they started, together

Handkerchief on the rim

(Continued from Page 1)

Coach Jerry Lewis was pictured tying a hand-
kerchief to a basketball rim for the first time in 
a 1972 Norwell High School yearbook. 



BASKETBALL
High School

Thursday Boys’ Scores
Batesville 70, Shelbyville 45
Bethesda Christian 63, Terre Haute 

South 58
Blackford 78, Muncie Burris 42
Caston 62, N. Miami 31
Center Grove 70, Columbus North 

37
Christian Academy 55, N. Harrison 

39
Clay City 73, Bloomington Light-

house 31
DeMotte Christian 70, Winamac 53
Edgewood 65, Eastern (Greene) 45
Edinburgh 73, Brown Co. 68
Evansville Harrison 90, Springs 

Valley 40
Faith Christian 77, N. White 54
Fountain Central 47, Crawfordsville 

40
Franklin Co. 57, Connersville 36
Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 58, Ft. Wayne 

Northrop 40
Gary 21st Century 69, Michigan City 

Marquette 45
Greenwood Christian 55, Hauser 40
Hammond Noll 57, Gary West 41
Hammond Science and Tech 89, 

Portage Christian 38
IMSA 63, Thrival 52
Indpls Irvington 68, Indpls River-

side 60
Indpls Lutheran 56, Purdue Poly-

technic 49
Indpls N. Central 66, Hamilton 

Southeastern 47
Jasper 58, Bedford N. Lawrence 41
Jimtown 57, Argos 39
Lapel 67, Tipton 56
Lawrence Central 58, Southport 51
Lawrenceburg 57, Oldenburg 45
Loogootee 62, N. Knox 38
Madison 57, Switzerland Co. 49
Morgan Twp. 72, Lake Station 38
Mt. Vernon (Posey) 61, S. Spencer 

58
N. Daviess 43, Sullivan 35
N. Newton 51, River Forest 36
N. Posey 56, Gibson Southern 48
New Haven 57, Ft. Wayne South 53
Northview 51, Bloomington South 

47
Pendleton Hts. 60, Heritage Chris-

tian 47
Plainfield 93, Danville 72
Pleasant View Christian 57, Chris-

tian Academy of Madison 44
Princeton 72, Tecumseh 42
Richmond 58, Lafayette Jeff 38
Rushville 65, N. Decatur 55
S. Central (Elizabeth) 67, New 

Washington 39
S. Vermillion 70, Riverton Parke 38
South Knox 52, Wood Memorial 36
Southridge 51, Boonville 46
University 82, Phalen 67
Westfield 72, Indpls Pike 46
White River Valley 60, Vincennes 

Rivet 34

Girls’ State Final Schedule
Saturday, Feb. 24

1A
Lanesville (28-1) vs. Marquette 

Catholic (24-4), 10:30 a.m.
2A

Brownstown Central (21-8) vs. Fort 
Wayne Bishop Luers (19-6), 12:45 
p.m.

3A
Gibson Southern (25-4) vs. Norwell 

(23-4), 6 p.m.
4A

Lawrence Central (29-1) vs. Lake 
Central (26-4), 8:15 p.m.

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Thursday, Feb. 22
EAST

Oakland 63, Robert Morris 43
SOUTH

FAU 80, SMU 70
MIDWEST

Minnesota 88, Ohio St. 79
Northwestern 76, Michigan 62
Omaha 71, Oral Roberts 70
Purdue 96, Rutgers 68
Wright St. 93, Detroit 78

FAR WEST
Gonzaga 86, Portland 65

Women’s Basketball Scores
Thursday, Feb. 22

EAST
Duke 58, Syracuse 45
Ohio St. 82, Penn St. 69
Wake Forest 65, Pittsburgh 50

SOUTH
Florida 86, Missouri 70
Florida St. 84, Boston College 71
James Madison 71, Georgia South-

ern 65
Kentucky 78, Mississippi St. 68
LSU 71, Auburn 66
Louisville 80, Georgia Tech 62
Mississippi 73, Georgia 51
North Carolina 80, NC State 70
South Carolina 72, Alabama 44
Virginia 77, Miami 60

MIDWEST
Belmont 83, Valparaiso 56
Drake 76, Missouri St. 65
Green Bay 74, Oakland 45
Illinois St. 68, Bradley 50
Indiana 86, Iowa 69
Indiana St. 69, Evansville 66
Milwaukee 61, Detroit 55
Morehead St. 87, W. Illinois 85, 2OT
Murray St. 83, Ill. Chicago 63
N. Iowa 74, S. Illinois 51
Notre Dame 74, Clemson 47

SOUTHWEST
Texas A&M 73, Arkansas 67

FAR WEST
Gonzaga 74, San Francisco 48

NBA
Wednesday’s Games

No games scheduled.
Thursday’s Games

Indiana 129, Detroit 115
New York 110, Philadelphia 96
Toronto 121, Brooklyn 93
Orlando 116, Cleveland 109
Dallas 123, Phoenix 113
Oklahoma City 129, L.A. Clippers 

107
Boston 129, Chicago 112
New Orleans 127, Houston 105
Charlotte 115, Utah 107
Denver 130, Washington 110
L.A. Lakers at Golden State, 10 

p.m.
San Antonio at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Cleveland at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Toronto at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Miami at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at Houston, 8 p.m.
Washington at Oklahoma City, 8 

p.m.
Charlotte at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Denver at Portland, 10 p.m.
Milwaukee at Minnesota, 10 p.m.
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 

p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Orlando at Detroit, 8 p.m.
Boston at New York, 8:30 p.m.
Brooklyn at Minnesota, 9 p.m.

Sunday’s Games

Milwaukee at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Phoenix, 3:30 p.m.
Dallas at Indiana, 5 p.m.
Cleveland at Washington, 6 p.m.
Chicago at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Denver at Golden State, 7 p.m.
Orlando at Atlanta, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at Utah, 8 p.m.
Charlotte at Portland, 9 p.m.
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers, 9:30 

p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

Wednesday’s Games
Buffalo 3, Montreal 2
Philadelphia 3, Chicago 1
Columbus 7, Anaheim 4
Toronto 6, Arizona 3
Boston 6, Edmonton 5, OT

Thursday’s Games
Ottawa 4, Dallas 1
Pittsburgh 4, Montreal 1
Carolina 1, Florida 0
Detroit 2, Colorado 1, OT
Washington 5, Tampa Bay 3
N.Y. Rangers 5, New Jersey 1
St. Louis 4, N.Y. Islanders 0
Boston at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Toronto at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Vancouver at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Nashville at Los Angeles, 10:30 

p.m.
Friday’s Games

Buffalo at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Winnipeg at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Edmonton, 9 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
St. Louis at Detroit, 12 p.m.
Montreal at New Jersey, 2 p.m.
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Islanders, 2 

p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Philadelphia, 3 

p.m.
Washington at Florida, 6 p.m.
Boston at Vancouver, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Colorado, 7 p.m.
Vegas at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Carolina, 8 p.m.
Calgary at Edmonton, 10 p.m.
Minnesota at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Nashville at San Jose, 10 p.m.
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Publishing in the

News-Banner
Week of March 11

Ossian Journal
Thurs., March 14

IMPROVEMENT

If you have home improvement 
plans … You won’t want to 
miss out on our upcomingmiss out on our upcoming

Advertising Deadline
Tues., March 5 at Noon

HOME
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Marion Wells
Service Consultant

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

Be Summer Ready

• RV’s • Golf Carts • ATV’s

Powerful Sound For 
OFF-Road Adventure

The Best On The Water. 
Loud & Clear!

• Sound Systems for boats

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.

Then come 
to Hiday.
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News-Banner Scoreboard

The last go-around
The girls have won numerous championships in their time together since the third grade. 
But on Saturday, the group of seven seniors will play on the same floor for the final time. 
Above, Lily Norris, Ali Riley, Dekota Hubble, Kennedy Fuelling, Annabelle Johnson, Haley 
Green and Makenzie Fuess group together for a photo during Norwell’s state champion-
ship media day at the high school Wednesday. (Photo by Ryan Walker). Bottom, Fuess, 
Macy Felger, Norris, Riley, Hubble, Green, Fuelling and Johnson bite their championship 
medals during a basketball tournament when they were younger. (Photo provided)

10 years, seven seniors
spent together through the years has transi-
tioned to the court. They have a deep under-
standing of where each individual is going 
to be, along with their strengths and weak-
nesses.

The strong comradery between the team 
has given Thornton a chance to identify 
roles for each player. The six have been car-
rying trophies and medals around for a long 
time now, so the winning part was figured 
out at an early age.

Two seniors, Fuelling and Fuess, lead the 
team in points. Johnson is the facilitator and 
leads in assists. Hubble is the team leader in 
rebounds and blocked shots.

“I think there are those instincts of Anna-
belle, for example, knows exactly where 
(Fuelling) is and (Fuess) are,” Thornton 
said. “Having a feel for each other is cer-
tainly grown up with and are used to. That 
senior group is tight-knit. They’re really 
good. They’re competitive. They’ve been 
through the battles.”

“I think it helps that we’ve had a chemis-
try since we were young,” Johnson said.

During those 10 years of playing basket-
ball together, or in some cases, other sports 
too, they haven’t been apart from one anoth-
er much.

They watched their idols win sectional 
and regional titles when they were going 
through grade school, and their high school 
journeys were impactful right away.

Fuelling and Fuess played on varsity, 
while Johnson and Green would dress. 
Some of them even got to check into the 
regional championship game in 2021 game 
against Benton Central. Unsurprisingly, 
Fuelling splashed 2-3 from beyond the arc 
that game.

Now they’ve added two more sectional 
and Northeast 8 Conference titles, a regional 
and Semi-State, and now the state final.

Regardless of the outcome on Saturday, 
the reality will set in for the group. This will 
be the last time they will play together as a 
team.

When asked about it, the girls all looked 
at one another and went somber for a 

moment.
“We randomly will get emotional,” Nor-

ris said. “Like, today (Wednesday) it was 
the last time practicing on this floor. It’s like, 
‘Oh my goodness. That’s weird.’ We try not 
to think about it too much because we cry a 
little bit.”

“We’ve definitely been talking about it 
ever since the tournament started,” Johnson 
said. “We’ve been talking about how this is 
our last season ever playing together since 
third grade. It’s definitely a sad thing. We try 
to make the most out of it. Like it’s a happy 
thing.”

Even Thornton, who has been a coach for 
27 years at Norwell, has been thinking about 
it.

“I miss not being with this group in the 
offseason, and it’s a season you look for-
ward to,” he said. “To be able to still reach 
our goals with one week left in the season 
doesn’t happen very often, and we’re cer-
tainly not going to take it for granted. I’m 
just very appreciative of all the support. This 
group means a lot to me.”

Those friendships won’t die out. They’ll 
be moving on in different chapters of life, 
but fortunately, Fuelling, Fuess and Hubble 
are all playing college ball in the nearby 
Crossroads League.

Fuelling will go the furthest in distance to 
Marian, Fuess to St. Francis and Hubble to 
Huntington.

When asked it the rest of the girls would 
go watch them play, the room lit up imme-
diately.

“Absolutely!” A few shouted.
“I’m going to make a sign!” Another 

said.
No matter what happens, the team has 

one mission, and that’s to cut the nets down 
for a fourth and final time to cap off their 
careers. They know it won’t be easy, but 
they’re capable.

“This is what they’ve dreamed about,” 
Thornton said. “This group is playing its 
best basketball. They’re going there to win. 
This is not just a reward for a great season. 
They’re going there to win.”

ryan@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page A1)

FRIDAY, FEB. 23
BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Home-

stead, 7:30 p.m.; Southwood at Bluffton, 7:30 
p.m.; Cowan at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

BOYS SWIMMING: (State meet) Norwell, 
Bluffton at IUPUI’s Natatorium in Indianapolis, 
4:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 24
GIRLS BASKETBALL: (State champion-

ship) Norwell vs. Gibson Southern at Gain-
bridge Fieldhouse, 6 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 26
No events scheduled.

TUESDAY, FEB. 27
BOYS BASKETBALL: (Sectional) Southern 

Wells vs. Southwood at Southern Wells High 
School, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 28
BOYS BASKETBALL: (Sectional) Bluffton 

vs. Bishop Luers at Bluffton High School, 7:30 
p.m.; Norwell vs. Peru at Mississinewa High 
School, 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 29
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MARCH 1
No events scheduled.

High School Calendar

SAKHIR, Bahrain (AP) — Red Bull team principal Chris-
tian Horner indicated on Thursday he hopes the ongoing 
investigation into alleged misconduct by him will be resolved 
“as soon as possible” as the Formula 1 season nears.

The Red Bull parent company said on Feb. 5 it was inves-
tigating allegations of misconduct toward a team employee. 
Horner denies any wrongdoing and has continued to work. No 
timeline for the investigation to conclude has been made public.

“Everybody would like a conclusion as soon as possible, 
but I’m really not at liberty to comment about the process,” 
Horner said during the second of three days of preseason test-
ing in Bahrain. The first race is next week.

F1 and governing body FIA have previously issued state-
ments urging a quick resolution to the investigation. McLaren 
chief executive Zak Brown said on Thursday he hoped the 
investigation would be “handled in a very transparent way” 
following a similar call for transparency the day before from 
Mercedes’ Toto Wolff.

On the track, Carlos Sainz Jr. led the way for Ferrari with a 
time that was quickest by .758 seconds from Red Bull’s Ser-
gio Perez, with Lewis Hamilton third-fastest for Mercedes. 
Hamilton was driving in an official F1 event for Mercedes 
for the first time since his move to Ferrari for next season was 
announced. He will replace Sainz at the Italian team.

Teams can only have one driver on track per testing ses-
sion. Defending champion Max Verstappen, who was fastest 
on Wednesday, did not drive for Red Bull on Thursday.

The morning session of testing was cut short after Ferrari’s 
Charles Leclerc and Hamilton ran over a loose drain cover on 
a curb. That left debris on the circuit and led to an inspection 
of the track.

The reduced session cut into Perez’s track time, so Red 
Bull changed its plans and gave him the car for the evening 
session too.

Perez’s day was briefly disrupted again when his car 
seemed to suffer a technical fault and he had to crawl back to 
the pits in first gear, though he was soon underway again.

The third and last day of testing is Friday before the season-
opening Bahrain Grand Prix next week at the same venue.

Red Bull chief says he 
wants investigation 
resolved quickly



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

SERVICES

ETHAN'S OUTDOOR SER-

VICES LLC Lawn Care, Lawn
Rolling, Spring & Fall Clean
Ups, Landscaping & Grass
Seeding. Call Ethan today for
a free estimate. 260-827-7945.
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 18-19-23-25-

35
Cash4Life — 02-08-24-

47-51, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 

03-09-13-18-22-29-30-36-
44-47-48-49-53-59-62-64-
69-77-78-79, BE: 48

Daily Three-Midday — 
07-03-05, SB:00

Daily Three-Evening — 
02-02-04, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday — 
05-02-07-02, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening — 
08-06-04-00, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-12-19-20-25-26-29-
35-36-45-48-52-58-63-65-
68-75-77-78, BE: 48

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $5.2 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $525 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $376 million

BIDDING ENDS FEBRUARY 
25 - (Online Only Auction) - 
Thomas and Mary Woodward 
and other consignors, seller. 
Outstanding collection of vin-
tage pickle casters & brides 
baskets, condiment sets, cut & 
pressed glassware, toothpick 
holders, sterling silver, antique 
& modern furniture, vintage 
toys, primitives, shop tools, 
generator. Sale manager, Pat-
rick Carter, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
FEBRUARY 25-MARCH 3 - 
(Online Only Auction) - The 
Estate of Alan Johnson, sell-
er. 2021 Jeep Grand Chero-
kee Limited w/3,600 miles, (2) 
Vintage Triumph motorcycles, 
modern furniture, antiques, 
beer signs, model ships, qual-
ity tools, Schwinn Airdyne 
exercise bike, household, 2017 
Grasshopper zero turn mower, 
2018 Sure-Trac enclosed trail-
er. Preview: Feb. 25 from 2 
p.m.-4 p.m. and Feb. 29 from 4 
p.m.-6 p.m., 3651 E. 1000 N., 
Ossian. Sale manager, Bran-
don Steffen, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 5 - 
(Online Only Auction) - The 
Estate of Alan Johnson, 
seller. Northern Wells, 3 bed-
room ranch home on 1/2 acre 

with 2,384 square feet and 1 
full bathroom. Preview: Feb. 
25 from 2 p.m.-4 p.m. and Feb. 
29 from 4 p.m.-6 p.m., 3651 E. 
1000 N., Ossian. Sale manag-
er, Brandon Steffen, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
MARCH 2 - 9 a.m. - Con-
signment auction. 6632 N. 
500 W., Decatur, IN. Personal 
property: Furniture, antiques, 
jewelry, household, holiday 
decor, knife decor, collectibles, 
die cast, Scooby Doo, Betty 
Boop, books, vintage clothing, 
and more. Preview March 1, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wiegmann Auc-
tioneers, wiegmannauctioneers.
com, 260-447-4311.

Public Notice
NOTICE OF FINAL 

REPORT IN ESTATE
ESTATE NO. 

90C01-2303-ES-000004
CIRCUIT COURT OF 

WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA
Notice is hereby given to all 

persons entitled to share in the 
final distribution of the Estate of 
PAULINE E. KAEHR, deceased, 
that REBECCA S. MAGGART, 
Personal Representative of said 
estate, has filed a report of final 
accounting and a petition to dis-
tribute the remaining assets of 
said estate to the persons believed 
entitled thereto. The report and 
petition will be acted upon by the 
Circuit Court on March 14, 2024, 
unless written objections are pre-
sented to the Court. The deadline 
for filing such objections to the final 
accounting shall be fourteen (14) 
days prior to the date set for hear-
ing.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, on 
February 14, 2023.

 Beth Davis, Clerk
WELLS CIRCUIT COURT

David N. Baumgartner
Attorney for Estate
No. 4288-01
Baumgartner Attorneys PC
360 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711
Telephone: (260) 589-3139

nb 2/23
hspaxlp
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Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711 
or email: careers@swissvillage.org 

EOE

Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking Certified Nursing Assistants (C.N.A.s) 
to work in Residential/Assisted Living! Opportunities available include:

Full-time, day shift; 36 hours/week, 6am-6pm with every other 
weekend and holiday required.

Part-time, day shift; 24 hours/week, 6am-6pm with every other 
weekend and holiday required.

These positions will assist residents in the Assisted Residential, 
Residential Living, and Independent Living areas of Swiss Village with 

Activities of Daily Living. Candidates must have an active Indiana 
Certified Nursing Assistant license and must exhibit a cooperative and 

positive attitude towards co-workers and residents.
Full-time position eligible for benefits, including health, dental, 

vision, and life insurance, Paid Time Off (PTO), and 403(b) Retirement 
Plan participation. Part-time positions eligible for benefits, including 

dental and vision insurance, Paid Time Off (PTO), and 403(b) 
Retirement Plan participation.

New C.N.A. Positions Created for Residential/
Assisted Living! Come Join Our Team!

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and physiological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Pre-Applica-
tion can be found on our web-
site at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once pre-application is com-
pleted, details on the paper
application will be emailed to
the applicant. Return complet-
ed paper application to 1615
W Western Ave, Bluffton, Indi-
ana 46714 Attn: Chief Deputy
Randy Steele no later than
12:00 pm on March 15, 2024.

SPECIAL!
Earn Extra Cash by selling 

your “Unwanteds”!  
A 20-word, line classified 

ad is $5 for 5 Days! 
For Sale Items Only.
Contact the Bluffton 

News-Banner office at 
125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224, or 

classifieds.news-banner.com

5 for $5

HIDEABED COUCH, $5, flo-
ral, queen size, good condi-
tion, you pick up, (260)
824-3070.

CURIO CABINET WITH dual
lights, $95. Antique piano
desk, $125. Library table (met-
al with glass top), $60. (260)
824-9960.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

Services

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

WAIT UNTIL YOU taste it! 
Send 100% guaranteed, de-
livered-to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks! This package comes 
with 8 FREE PureGround Filet 
Mignon Burgers!  Order The 
Protein-Packed Assortment 
Package! ONLY $129.99.  Call 
1-833-498-2009 and mention 
code 75039YXB or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/TasteIt2240 
(I)

Services
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GOOD LUCK at STATE FINALS

 P RECISION   S ERVICE
 Specializing in Auto & Truck Repair

 Kevin R. Morris
 ASE MASTER CERTIFIED

 260-824-9149
 0520 South Decker Dr

 Bluffton, IN 46714

400 East Logan St., Markle, IN
260-758-3121

WAYNE      METALS

260-413-3515
ISAAC.STOLLER@STEFFENGRP.COM

Isaac Stoller

260.824.3006 | ste� engroup.com

Kerry Gentis, Manager

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton, IN

(260) 824-0418

NORWELL
KNIGHTS!

GOOD LUCK AT
State!

 (260)622-4196 • 1-800-499-3380
 107 N. Jefferson • Ossian, IN 46777

 1111 S. 100 E., Bluffton
 824-0882

410 E. Spring Street  Bluffton, IN 46714
Main: (260) 827-2200
www.weg-cm.com | www.weg.net

All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”
Call us at 824-3262

JC’s GaraGe 
Door

SaleS & Service

 Les Gerber Insurance
 PERRY •  KLINT

 1120 N. Main St.
 P.O. Box 334

 Bluffton, IN 46714
 E-Mail:  perry.gerber@lesgerberins.com  
Office 260-824-1237  Fax 260-824-8048
 AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  BUSINESS

 Les Gerber Insurance
 PERRY •  KLINT

 1120 N. Main St.
 P.O. Box 334

 Bluffton, IN 46714
 E-Mail:  perry.gerber@lesgerberins.com  
Office 260-824-1237  Fax 260-824-8048
 AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  BUSINESS

 Les Gerber Insurance
 PERRY •  KLINT

 1120 N. Main St.
 P.O. Box 334

 Bluffton, IN 46714
 E-Mail:  perry.gerber@lesgerberins.com  
Office 260-824-1237  Fax 260-824-8048
 AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  BUSINESS

 Les Gerber Insurance
 PERRY •  KLINT

 1120 N. Main St.
 P.O. Box 334

 Bluffton, IN 46714
 E-Mail:  perry.gerber@lesgerberins.com  
Office 260-824-1237  Fax 260-824-8048
 AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  BUSINESS

PERRY • KLINT • SETh

• Serving Breakfast ALL DAY!
• Daily Lunch 
   Specials

Markle Pancake House &  Restaurant

165 N. Clark St., Markle 
260-353-1414

6AM - 3PM
DAILY

919 N. Main St., Blu� ton
260-353-1414

Indiana Pancake House

www.ColliersComfort.com

Heating • Air Conditioning • Geothermal

260-622-6622

2883 E State Road 124
Blu� ton, IN 46714

(260) 824-4929

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

Computer Diagnostics and More!

2883 E State Road 124
Blu� ton, IN 46714

(260) 824-4929

Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

tics and More!

Committed to Serving You Better!

Computer Diagnostics and More!tics and More!
In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

1979 – 2024

OSSIANOSSIAN
HARDWARE

OSSIAN

YOU NEED IT
WE HAVE IT
Automotive • Rental

Hand Tools • Hardware
Housewares
Power Tools

Lawn Garden
Outdoor Living

• 105 Heyerly Dr • Ossian, IN • 260.622.4171

BLUFFTON
DOUG FEAR, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor
2035 Commerce Dr., Suite 209
260-565-4134

JEREMY TODD, AAMS®/CFP® 
Financial Advisor
1169 N. Main St. Suite 2
260-824-0686

JEREMY PENROD, AAMS®/CFP®

Financial Advisor
201 E. Market St., Suite 1
260-824-2354

OSSIAN
LARRY A. SMITH, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor
116 S. Jefferson St. 
260-622-7952

Member SIPC

Go Norwell Lady Knights! 
Good Luck at State!!

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD
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• Augers
• Concrete Tools
• Compactors
• Pumps

• Floor Equipment
• Skid Loader
• Aerial Lifts
• Pressure Washers

• Stump Grinder
• Lawn Aerators
• Trencher
• Lights

• Saws
• Drain Augers
• Wall & Painting 
Tools

975 N Main St  •  Bluff ton, IN   |   260.824.4000

Health Communities
215 Davis Rd. Ossian, IN 46777

O�  ce 260.622.7821 • Fax 260.622.4370
www.ossianhealthandrehab.com

POTTER’S
LAWN SERVICE
Insured Owner
& Operator& Operator

Residential
Commercial

LAWN FERTILIZATION
WEED CONTROL

KIRK POTTER
260•820•0437

On to state
With Knight students surrounding her and Knight fans in the stands 
behind her, Norwell girls’ basketball center Dekota Hubble holds high the 
trophy Saturday after the Knights won the north semi-state at Huntington 
North High School. Norwell dispatched top-ranked Hamilton Heights in 
the morning game 64-50 and then obliterated unranked Bremen in the 
nightcap 64-20. The Knights will play third-ranked Gibson Southern, a 
school just north of Evansville, for the Class 3A state championship at 6 
p.m. Saturday at Gainbridge Field House in Indianapolis. At right, a blue 
handkerchief is tied to the rim of the north basket of Bob Straight Court, 
honoring a tradition begun in 1973 when the Norwell boys’ basketball team 
won its first regional. At far right, Coach Eric Thornton hugs Norwell guard 
Lilly Norris while hanging onto the trophy after the game. At right bottom, 
the team poses with a championship trophy for the third time in as many 
weeks. (Photos by Glen Werling)

Celebrating
Members of the Norwell 
student section erupt onto 
Bob Straight Court  Saturday 
Night after the Knights rolled 
past Bremen 64-20 to advance 
to the state championship in 
girls basketball for the first time 
since 1977. At right,  Kennedy 
Fuelling erupts in celebration. 
(Photos by Glen Werling)Ossian

We Keep AmericA running

260-622-4197
Fax: 260-622-6099

Steve Hiser, store manager

Appreciation Lunch March 1st
Please Join Us!

NAPAGold™ FILTERS ARE ON SALE!
February 19 - March 2, 2024

101 n. Jefferson - Ossian, in


