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Friends book sale
Friends of the Library will be hosting a used book sale this week at the Wells County Public Library’s Bluffton 
location during regular hours Wednesday through Saturday. In addition to children’s books, fiction and non-
fiction books there will be jig saw puzzles, wooden children’s puzzles, magazines and movies offered in the 
sale. Pictured left to right are Lowell Tillman, Missi Clark, Leslie Tillman, Alan Daugherty, Barbara Oswalt, 
Dave Oswalt and Audrey Almdale. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri) 

County nears agreement regarding health officer
By HOLLY GASKILL

A resolution may be on its 
way for the ongoing matter of the 
removal of Wells County’s health 
officer.

During their regular meeting 
Tuesday, County Attorney Ted 
Storer requested the County Com-
missioners approve a motion as 
the parties are “close to a reso-

lution.” The motion, approved 
unanimously, allows Commis-
sioner President Jeff Stringer to 
“develop a settlement package 
relative to those issues” with 
Storer and “approve and execute 
any documents (Stringer) deems 
necessary,” as Storer proposed. 
The commissioners also permitted 
Auditor Lisa McCormick to attest 

to Stringer signing any documents.
“The county and the Board of 

Health have been working dili-
gently to attempt to resolve the 
issues in an amicable and fair 
manner, and we may be close to a 
resolution on that dispute, which 
will require the preparation and 
execution of some documents to 
effectuate whatever resolution we 

may have,” Storer said during the 
meeting.

A public hearing on the matter 
was held on Jan. 10, where several 
Health Board members expressed 
frustration at what they believed 
to be a lack of leadership from 
Health Officer Dr. Kay Johnson 
during the Wells County Health 
Department’s understaffing and 

employee turnover last year.
Johnson and her legal counsel 

claimed that these grievances were 
not communicated prior to the 
board’s unanimous Dec. 6 deci-
sion to initiate the process for her 
removal. She has held the posi-
tion since 2010 and was elected to 
another four-year term in 2022.

By SYDNEY KENT
The Ossian Parks Department met for 

the first time this year Monday night. Jeff 
Osborn was appointed as the president of 
the board, with Jay Esparza voted as vice 
president. Michael Dodge was appointed 
as board secretary; all votes were unani-
mous.

In an update for old business, the board 
discussed reconfiguring the ball diamonds 
in town. Dodge advised there was potential 
funding with grants available to assist with 
the infrastructure for the diamonds. Though 
the funding couldn’t be used for the dia-
mond itself, it could be allocated for purpos-
es such as parking for the field.

In 2022, a quote from Jim Breckler with 
Engineering Resources estimated the con-
ceptual cost to be between $180,000 and 
$240,000 that would include extending a 
road as part of the project.

Osborn emphasized that the overall 
goal would be that people could find the 
park. The board also acknowledged that 

people on either side may take issue with 
additional traffic in the area. Osborn point-
ed out that larger events can often frustrate 
attendees as parking is not available. He 
suggested the board seek a solution to the 
issue of parking that would be an alterna-
tive to the project, such as a sign redirect-
ing people.

The board questioned where the funds 
for the sign would come from and esti-
mated the cost to be between $500-$1,000. 
Crystal Chapman, Ossian town manager, 
explained that not much money is allo-
cated for the parks department outside of 
salary.

Michael suggested the Ossian Revitaliza-
tion Committee could potentially assist with 
the funds. The board will continue the con-
versation at a later date.

Planning for the summer concert series 
is in full swing, with more than half of 
the dates booked already. The board also 
accepted a $1,500 grant to be designated for 

Blinken returns to Mideast in push for hostage deal, post-war Gaza plan
By MATTHEW LEE, 
WAFAA SHURAFA 
and SAMY MAGDY 

Associated Press
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) 

— U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken met with Saudi Arabia’s 
crown prince Monday at the start 
of his fifth visit to the Middle East 
since the outbreak of the war in 
Gaza, hoping to press ahead with a 
potential cease-fire deal and post-

war planning while tamping down 
regional tensions.

But on all three fronts he faces 
major challenges: Hamas and 
Israel are publicly at odds over key 
elements of a potential truce. Israel 
has dismissed U.S. calls for a path 
to a Palestinian state, and Iran’s 
militant allies in the region have 
shown little sign of being deterred 
by U.S. strikes.

In Gaza, meanwhile, Hamas 

has begun to re-emerge in some 
of the most devastated areas after 
Israeli forces pulled back, an indi-
cation that Israel’s central goal of 
crushing the group remains elu-
sive. Video footage from the same 
areas shows vast destruction, with 
nearly every building damaged or 
destroyed.

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav 
Gallant said the military would 
continue to conduct operations in 

northern Gaza for many months 
and press ahead with its main 
offensive in the south, where it has 
been locked in heavy fighting for 
weeks, until it has “full reign” over 
the entire territory.

He said the offensive will even-
tually reach the town of Rafah, on 
the Egyptian border, where some 
1.5 million displaced Palestinians 
have sought refuge. Egypt has said 
an Israeli deployment along the 

border would threaten the peace 
treaty the two countries signed 
over four decades ago.

Blinken met with Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman shortly 
after arriving in the Saudi capital, 
Riyadh. Saudi officials have said 
the kingdom is still interested in 
normalizing relations with Israel in 
a potentially historic deal, but only 
if there is a credible plan to create 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Ossian Parks Department 
tackles ball diamonds and 
summer concert series

(Continued on Page 2)

By CASEY SMITH 
and ARNOLT CENTER FOR 

INVESTIGATIVE 
JOURNALISM STAFF

Indiana Capital Chronicle
“Garbage in, garbage out.” That’s 

what a Rome City resident thought of 
Sherman Alexie’s “The Absolutely 
True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.”

The complaint filed with the East 
Noble School Corporation told admin-
istrators the book didn’t belong on 
library shelves but in the trash can.

“The material is persistently racist, 
encourages ‘white guilt’, contains many 
unhealthy over-generalizations, glorifies 
masturbation, uses offensive gay slurs, 

uses the word n*gger [sic], is repeatedly 
sexual — including attraction to school 
staff, portrays Christianity in a negative 
light, openly mocks Jesus Christ, and 
thanks God for self-gratification,” the 
May 2023 complaint read.

But East Noble’s school board dis-
agreed and denied the request and 
subsequent appeal to keep the award-
winning book in the curriculum. Public 
records from East Noble did not say 
why the board opted to keep Alexie’s 
book.

In Indiana, it’s rare for school dis-
tricts to ban books from libraries and 
classrooms. Since 2020, at least six dis-

Here’s how Indiana 
schools are tackling 
library book complaints

(Continued on Page 2)

Wells Commissioners 
withhold final payment 
for jail renovation

By HOLLY GASKILL
Over a year has passed since 

the Wells County Jail renovation 
project was set to wrap up. 

Since then, several final items 
have remained unfinished, and the 
final portion of the project unpaid. 
Several months ago, however, 
Sheriff Scott Holliday reported 
that Ameresco, the group in charge 
of the project, wanted to close out 
billing. A representative attended 
Monday’s County Commissioner 
meeting seeking the same thing.

Brad Driver, senior project 
developer, claimed the county was 
notified of substantial completion 
in October, and the group intended 
to finish the final items but could 
not do so immediately. Driver 
explained that in issues regulating 
HVAC, for example, the contrac-
tor would have to come out in the 

summer to ensure accuracy.
He subsequently asked the 

county to close out billing with a 
written promise to complete the 
final items. He estimated the final 
bill to be just over $138,000.

“This has been over a year 
since we were supposed to be 
complete, so I’m reluctant to pay 
any of that until we’re just done,” 
Commissioner Jeff Stringer said. 
“My gut feel since I started with 
this with Ameresco (is) it’s been 
difficult at best, in my eyes. And I 
think you ought to be done to get 
your last payment — that’s the 
only way, I feel, we can motivate 
you to have it finished the way it 
needs to be finished is to hold that 
last payment.” 

Driver then asked if the county 
would consider holding back 10% 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

A new law took effect in January, but school officials 
have been dealing with book challenges for years
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Health officer agreement Weather
Tuesday, February 6, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:03 p.m. Monday)
High: 36; Low: 27; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.7  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: Patchy fog before 10 a.m. Otherwise, partly 

sunny, with a high near 46. East wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 27. East wind 

around 5 mph. 
Wednesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 50. South 

wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

38. South wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Thursday: Partly sunny, with a high near 57. Breezy. 
Thursday Night: Showers likely, mainly after 1 a.m. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 48. Breezy. Chance of 
precipitation is 60 percent.

Friday: A 40 percent chance of showers. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 58. Breezy. 

Friday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms 
before 1 a.m., then a slight chance of showers. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 41. Breezy. Chance of precipitation is 30 
percent.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 52.
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 35.
Sunday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, 

with a high near 44.
Sunday Night: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 31.
Monday: A chance of rain and snow showers. Partly 

sunny, with a high near 40.
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The Health Board met in 
an executive session on Jan. 
24 and eventually tabled the 
conversation in the special 
session immediately follow-
ing.

Storer declined to fur-

ther explain the nature of 
this possible agreement, not 
limited to whether Johnson 
would resign from or remain 
at the Health Department. 
He also declined to com-
ment on when or if informa-
tion regarding the agreement 

would be public, given the 
motion allowed Stringer to 
take executive action outside 
of a public meeting.

“We don’t know what 
that would be, so I can’t 
comment on what an agree-
ment might or might not 

entail,” Storer told The 
News-Banner.

The next regular meeting 
of the Health Board is 6:30 
a.m. Feb. 15., and the com-
missioner’s next meeting is 
5 p.m. Feb. 20. 

holly@news-banner.com

events. They discussed pos-
sible fundraising tactics and 
tiers for people to donate as 
fundraising will be needed.

Potential dates and bands 
for the concerts were also 
discussed.

The board approved a 

motion to allow Horizon 
Events to continue to pro-
vide concessions at the 
concerts and collect the 
funds. The proceeds from 
the concessions are used to 
support free local events in 
Ossian. Additional options 
for concessions were also 

discussed, with the poten-
tial to sign on with new 
food trucks or local busi-
nesses.

The board also discussed 
respective roles and respon-
sibilities related to the main-
tenance of each of the parks 
in the town. Each member 

has a park assigned to them 
to regularly check in and 
report back on any needed 
updates.

The next regularly sched-
uled Ossian Park Board 
meeting is at 7 p.m. on 
March 4 at Collier’s.

sydney@news-banner.com

of the final payment as retention, and 
Stringer said he believed the final pay-
ment acted as retention. “I think (10%) 
isn’t enough to motivate them to get it 
done,” Stringer replied. 

After a brief sidebar with County 
Attorney Ted Storer, Mike Vanover 
stated he believed the county was 
unable to close billing before the proj-
ect’s total completion. 

Storer added, “The pay application 
that I’m looking at, it says retainage is 
not applicable … So from a standpoint 
of my role to the commissioners, I 
can’t provide advice to them to execute 
and approve this until we have more 
information.” 

Holliday credited Ameresco in that 
it was difficult to get the subcontrac-
tors to return after they’ve moved on 

to new projects. Driver reported that 
Ameresco’s subcontractors are already 
paid in full.

Commissioner Blake Gerber said 
he would consider the county keep-
ing a more significant part of the final 
payment — around $75,000. Driver 
was receptive to this and suggested he 
return at the commissioners’ March 4 
meeting with further discussion.

Holliday also presented quotes 
regarding a repair to sewer lines in 
the administrative portion of the jail, 
unrelated to the Ameresco renovation 
project. Holliday stated he had had the 
area inspected following longstanding 
issues with an occasional sewer odor 
and found several cracking pipes. 

The trick, however, is the placement 
of the pipes. Holliday advised the lines 
are located behind a narrow false wall 

between the restrooms, requiring the 
removal of the whole wall. 

The first quote for the total work 
came in at approximately $22,000, but 
the commissioners approved a second 
set of quotes, $9,500 for the pipework 
and $2,400 for the masonry. Holliday 
will file for an additional appropriation 
through the Wells County Council for 
the project.

“It’s something that needs to be 
taken care of, for sure,” Holliday con-
cluded. 

As of Monday, Holliday reported 
83 inmates in the Wells County Jail. 
Of this total, 39 were pre-trial holds for 
the Wells County Circuit Court, 28 pre-
trial holds for the Superior Court, 14 
from the Department of Correction and 
two Level 6 felons.

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)
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Jail renovation

Ossian Parks Department

Library book complaints
tricts banned books, two moved books 
to other libraries and 17 received com-
plaints, according to an investigation 
by the Arnolt Center for Investigative 
Journalism and the Indiana Capital 
Chronicle. 

But a new law — House Enrolled 
Act 1447 — opens the door to more 
public scrutiny of school library cata-
logs and has districts anticipating more 
challenges to what books students can 
read.

“I’ve heard from some parents 
locally that there has been some 
reviews and that there is some frustra-
tion with the processes some schools 
have created,” said Rep. Martin Car-
baugh, R-Fort Wayne, who authored 
the legislation. “The end goal is trans-
parency for parents and ensuring kids 
aren’t exposed to materials that aren’t 
age appropriate.”

Republican Sen. Jim Tomes, of 
Wadesville — who has tried to pass 
some version of the new law for years 
— authored the initial bill that the 
language appeared in. He declined to 
comment for this story.

Much of the outrage has come 
from conservative groups like Moms 
for Liberty and the Indiana chapter of 
Purple for Parents. A few loud fights in 
key cities caused the issue seem like a 
statewide “crisis.”

The Arnolt Center and the Indiana 
Capital Chronicle contacted around 
440 school districts and charter schools 
in Indiana — 249 responded to the 
requests and 191 are still processing 
the requests.

But advocates for schools and 
libraries contend the issue goes 
beyond claims about pornography in 
libraries or legal defenses available in 
state statute. More broadly, they say 
the issue stems from “fundamental 
differences” in values and opinions 
over what material is “appropriate” for 
Hoosier youth.

Effective Jan. 1, HEA 1447 
requires Indiana school districts to 
establish procedures for responding 
to complaints about library material 
alleged to be “obscene” or “harmful 
to minors.” Districts must review 
requests at public meetings and hear 
appeals if necessary. Schools must 
also maintain public catalogs of 
library materials.

Beneath the surface of the school 
library discourse is contention from 
Hoosier parents who say their local 
school boards have rejected their chal-
lenges of certain materials, leaving 
books some deem to be “obscene” and 
“objectionable” accessible to kids in 
school libraries.  

Still, obscene material is already 
illegal under Indiana code and federal 
law, and material harmful to minors is 
unlawful for people under 18 to access. 
Those terms have very specific defini-
tions in state law — with a high bar to 

meet.
Outlawed materials must, as a 

whole, describe or represent, in any 
form, nudity, sexual conduct, sexual 
excitement, or sado-masochistic abuse, 
appeal to the prurient interest in sex of 
minors, be patently offensive to pre-
vailing standards in the adult commu-
nity as a whole with respect to what 
is suitable matter for or performance 
before minors, or lack serious literary, 
artistic, political, or scientific value for 
minors

Librarians and other opponents of 
the new law maintain such materials 
are not — and haven’t been — present 
in school libraries, given that librar-
ians already have a duty to vet what’s 
appropriate.

Critics have said, too, the new law 
will have a “chilling effect,” particu-
larly because school librarians found 
in violation could be charged with a 
felony.

Diane Rogers, a librarian at Ben 
Davis Ninth Grade Center in India-
napolis and president of the Indiana 
Library Federation, said for the most 
part, the law didn’t change much for 
school libraries. Many Hoosier dis-
tricts already had public-facing cata-
logues, as well as processes in place 
for parents to request review of books 
and other educational materials.

Even so, she said “it wasn’t nec-
essary to have this bill,” noting that 
a 1982 U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
affirmed school personnel have discre-
tion over the content of their libraries, 
but can not remove books because they 
dislike the ideas contained in those 
titles.

“It’s been illegal to have those 
materials in libraries,” Rogers said. 
“Most of our decisions, we’re not 
really thinking in terms of obscen-
ity because most of us were not even 
considering those books to begin 
with.”

“It seems to me that the bill has 
caused that chilling effect to happen 
already, which is what many of us 
were afraid of,” she continued. “By 
further specifying criminal charges and 
taking away defenses from teachers … 
you’re putting fear into people.”

Superintendent Derek Arrowood, of 
the Hamilton Heights School Corpo-
ration in Arcadia, also objected to the 
General Assembly’s intervention.

“The legislature pulls the trigger 
on whatever they do,” said Arrowood. 
“We’d prefer it if they did nothing and 
left me alone [sic]. We’ve got this – it 
should be a local decision.”

Districts take preemptive action 
in anticipation of complaints

Even before the new law took effect 
on Jan. 1, school districts attempted to 
get ahead of potential challenges.

Jim White, Superintendent of Bre-
men Public Schools in Bremen, said 
in an interview that the local library 
within the district recently came under 

fire on Facebook for circulating the 
book “Genderqueer,” and he worried 
that the anger would make its way into 
the schools. 

“Not that we have that book, but the 
people start looking for anything to be 
unhappy about,” White said. “We were 
fortunate it didn’t make its way over.” 

Lake Central School Corporation in 
Saint John and Adams Central Com-
munity Schools in Monroe reviewed 
lists of commonly banned books, 
including those from Purple for Par-
ents and Moms for Liberty.

“I think by doing so, we did head 
off some of the controversy, situa-
tions other school corporations expe-
rienced,” said Adams Central Superin-
tendent Joel Mahaffey.

Concord Community Schools in 
Dunlap reevaluated books subject 
to previous complaints and opted to 
require parental approval for students 
to check out some titles or moved 
books from the junior high to high 
school library.

Lake Central Superintendent Larry 
Veracco said many districts preemp-
tively removed titles they thought 
would be harder to defend to be safe.

“We’re willing to fight but not when 
we know we’re gonna lose,” Veracco 
said. 

The fear of challenges has adminis-
trators watching what books libraries 
are buying.

Arrowood, of Hamilton Heights, 
said the district is cautious when 
selecting new library materials 
because of political groups as well as 
the new law. District librarians were 
concerned enough that they met with 
the county prosecutor about the new 
law, he said.

“We just sat down with him and 
said, ‘Hey, listen, are you gonna start 
arresting my librarians if there’s a book 
in the library that somebody on one 
of those fringes thinks is horrible and 
awful?’” Arrowood said.

Rogers maintained, though, that 
school librarians are trained to fol-
low best practices from the American 
Library Association and use multiple 
professional review sources — includ-
ing Kirkus and Horn Book reviews and 
the School Library Journal — before 
adding titles to their collection.

“I don’t think the new law us neces-
sarily going to cause more books to be 
found to be obscene, because I am of 
the opinion that we don’t have obscene 
materials on the shelf already,” she 
said. “A librarian is going to make a 
decision for what is appropriate to be 
in their collection. They have a certain 
age group of students — so you have 
books that don’t come anywhere near 
meeting the standard of obscenity, but 
perhaps you choose not to purchase 
that book, or you choose not to have 
that book in your collection because 
it’s for older students. But mature does 
not mean obscene.”

(Continued from Page 1)

Blinken
a Palestinian state.

Blinken “underscored 
the importance of address-
ing humanitarian needs in 
Gaza and preventing further 
spread of the conflict,” and 
he and the crown prince dis-
cussed “the importance of 
building a more integrated 
and prosperous region,” the 
State Department said in a 
statement.

But any such grand bar-
gain appears a long way 
off as the war still rages in 
Gaza, where 113 bodies 
were brought to hospitals 
in the last 24 hours alone, 
according to the Health 
Ministry in the Hamas-
ruled territory. Another 205 
people were wounded, the 
agency said.

The fatalities bring 
the overall Palestinian 
death toll from nearly four 
months of war to 27,478. 
The ministry does not dis-
tinguish between civilians 
and combatants in its count 
but says most of the dead 
have been women and chil-
dren.

The war has leveled vast 
swaths of the tiny enclave, 
displaced 85 percent of its 
population of 2.3 million 
Palestinians and pushed a 
quarter of residents to star-
vation.

A video circulating 
online Monday showed 
masked gunmen leading a 
line of shirtless detainees 
past bombed-out buildings 
in northern Gaza, forcing 
them to shout out that they 
are thieves. The Associated 
Press was not able to inde-
pendently confirm the inci-
dent, but it is consistent with 
AP reporting.

It was the latest sign that 
Hamas, which has ruled 
Gaza since seizing power 
from rival Palestinian forces 
in 2007, is reasserting con-
trol in parts of the north. 
Residents say Hamas-led 
security forces, which num-
bered in the tens of thou-
sands before the war, have 
begun to reappear in some 
areas where they focus on 
distributing civil salaries 
and cracking down on loot-
ers.

The Israeli military says 
it has launched targeted 
operations in northern Gaza 
over the last week to prevent 
Hamas from rebuilding its 
capabilities.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has vowed to 
continue the war until Israel 
crushes Hamas’ military 
and governing abilities and 
wins the return of the 100-
plus hostages still held by 
the militant group after the 
Oct. 7 cross-border raid that 
ignited the war.

Hamas and other mili-
tants killed some 1,200 
people, mostly civilians, 
in the attack and abduct-
ed around 250. More 
than 100 captives, mostly 
women and children, were 
released during a weeklong 
cease-fire in November in 
exchange for the release 
of 240 Palestinians impris-
oned by Israel.

Meeting with troops on 
Monday, Netanyahu said 
Israel had defeated 18 of 
Hamas’ 24 battalions, with-
out providing evidence. “We 
are on the way to absolute 
victory, and I want to tell 
you that we are committed 
to it and we will not give it 
up.”

(Continued from Page 1)



SOUTH BEND, Ind. 
(AP) — Members of a 
northern Indiana commu-
nity mourned and searched 
for answers Monday as they 
gathered for the funeral of 
six siblings killed in a house 
fire.

The Smith siblings 
— 11-year-old Angel, 
10-year-old Demetris, 
9-year-old Davida, 5-year-
old Deontay, 4-year-old 
D’Angelo and 17-month-
old Faith — died after a 
fire engulfed their South 
Bend home on Jan. 21. Six 
photographs of the children 
and six flower arrange-
ments lined the stage for 
the funeral held at the at 
the Century Center con-
vention space.

“We all want answers,” 
Mayor James Mueller said 
during the service. “It’s hard 
to even fathom how this 
could happen. Why could 

this happen? How could 
this be prevented so it could 
never happen again?” Muel-
ler asked.

“There’s never going 
to be an answer that’s ade-
quate when you lose chil-
dren, to have their lives 
cut far, far too short,” the 
mayor said.

Fire officials said the 
siblings were trapped 
by flames on the second 
floor of the home in South 
Bend, a city of about 
100,000 people located 
just south of the Michigan 
state line. Their father sur-
vived the blaze. He told 
firefighters that he tried 
to rescue the children but 
was forced back by heavy 
smoke and wind-driven 
flames.

The cause of the fire 

remains under investigation.
Communi ty  l eade r 

Lynn Coleman talked 
about the impact the 
“Smith6” have had on 
their community since 
their deaths.

“They’ve brought peo-
ple together across this 
community — Black, 

white, Hispanic, Asian, 
young, old, rich, poor,” 
Coleman said at the funer-
al. “They’ve connected 
people that  would’ve 
never talked with each 
other. They’ve caused 
people to come together 
to say, ‘What can I do to 
help?’”

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — One year after passing a law 
that allows Ukrainian immigrants on humanitarian parole 
to receive driver’s licenses, Indiana lawmakers are trying 
to repeal it after a federal judge recently ruled that the law 
must extend to all parolees.

The bill that passed the House on Monday with biparti-
san support would eliminate a statute that allowed people 
legally in the U.S. on a narrow parole definition to receive a 
driver’s license, but only if they are from Ukraine. A group 
of Haitian immigrants living in Indiana under the same fed-
eral designation sued the state over the law, saying it was 
discriminatory and unconstitutional.

In mid-January, a federal judge issued a temporary 
injunction striking the Ukrainian provision of the law, 
allowing all immigrants on humanitarian parole to receive 
temporary licenses in the state.

The American Civil Liberties Union of Indiana and the 
National Immigration Law Center are representing the Hai-
tian immigrants in the ongoing lawsuit, which seeks to per-
manently undo the Ukrainian stipulation.

Gavin Rose, senior staff attorney with the ACLU of Indi-
ana, told The Associated Press it’s not clear how the suit 
would be affected if the bill, House Bill 1162, becomes law.

“It would obviously be extremely concerning if the leg-
islature removed the ability of Ukrainians to obtain cre-
dentials simply because Indiana has been required to also 
extend these credentials to persons from countries such as 
Haiti, who, like Ukrainians, have been allowed to enter and 
work in the United States because of dire humanitarian cri-
ses in their own countries,” Rose said in an email.

Republicans have said extending the privilege to all peo-
ple on parole makes the state vulnerable to federal immigra-
tion classifications out of their control.

Rep. Jim Pressel, Republican author of the bill, told law-
makers Thursday that the lawsuit has made the situation a 
“mess” and took issue with the federal definition of parole 
that includes people from several countries. He said he 
wants a conversation in the Senate about how to secure the 
intent of last year’s law.

Rep. Matt Lehman, Republican floor leader in the House, 
said allowing all people on parole to get a license opens the 
door to the “coveted status” to “dishonest” people.

“I just don’t have faith in our immigration policy on a 
national level that that status is coveted,” he told lawmakers 
Thursday. “I think that status is being granted to people that 
we would have problems with.”

The bill passed 89-8 in the Republican-controlled state 
House without debate and now advances to the state Senate.
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Police NotebookDanny Lee Hidy, 89
Danny Lee Hidy, 89, of Bluffton, died Feb. 3, 2024, at 

the Waters of Hartford City in Hartford City. 
Arrangements are pending at Walker & Glancy Funer-

al Home in Montpelier.
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Dean (Chip) Topp, CPA
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• Quickbook ProAdvisor

INCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 2:04 p.m., 100 

block of North Johnson 
Street. Assistance given in a 
property retrieval. 

Friday, 3:23 p.m., Stef-
fen Oil. A report of juvenile 
problem acting erratically in 
the back of a vehicle.

Friday, 3:36 p.m., 600 
block of East Spring Street. 
Caller reported a missing 
juvenile, located two hours 
later. 

Saturday, 12:38 a.m., 
Airplane Express & Service 
Station. Driver detained for 
testing.

Saturday, 11:36 a.m., 
North Main Street and East 
Ind. 124. Report of a male 
subject visibly drunk walk-
ing alongside the road. 

Saturday, 3:05 p.m., Riv-
erstone Dental. Report of 
two men trespassing on the 
property and going through 
the dumpster, unable to 
locate.

Saturday, 7:18 p.m., 
600 block of Beth Avenue. 
Officer spoke with juvenile 
about controlling anger.

Saturday, 7:30 p.m., 
Bluffton Police/Fire Depart-
ment. Report of multiple 
scam calls harassing the call-
er. Officer assisted in block-
ing phone number. 

Saturday, 7:43 p.m., 400 
block of Eastmoor Drive. 
Report of a small unclothed 
toddler running down the 
road. Caller advised mother 
came out and collected the 
child, and an officer cleared 
the situation with the mother.

Saturday, 8:45 p.m., 400 
block of South Merchant 
Street. A 26-year-old male 
reported feeling like his 
“heart exploded.” While on 
the line, the male advised 
he felt better and no longer 
needed medical attention — 
he said he had had a panic 
attack after getting sick from 
some Arby’s food.

Sunday, 12:22 a.m., 200 
block of Jersey Street. Caller 
reported a man was in their 
home. Officers found and 
spoke with the man, who 
was identified as a juvenile 
who had been knocking on 
the window. He was allowed 
to be there.

Sunday,  1:55 a .m. , 
North Main Street and 
Capri Court. Vehicle did 
not stop for a traffic stop, 
reportedly traveling at over 

100 mph. Vehicle contin-
ued for some time until 
nearing Ind. 218. Dispatch 
log describes one suspect 
being held at gunpoint and 
Blackford and Grant coun-
ties assisting with K9s. 
Three arrests made. Report 
to follow.

Sunday, 2:59 a.m., resi-
dence on Westgate Road. 
Woman requesting assis-
tance in finding a place to 
stay.

Sunday, 11:16 a.m., 400 
block of Cedar Road. Report 
of excessive noise. Advised 
to notify the landlord as 
well. 

Sunday, 2:55 p.m., Chris-
tian Care Retirement Center. 
Woman reported her vehicle 
had been sideswiped while 
she was working. 

Sunday, 3:39 p.m., Lake-
side and Sunset drives. 
Report of a small dog on the 
loose, agitating the caller’s 
dogs. Unable to locate.

Monday, 7:30 a.m., 1200 
block of West Washington 
Street. Caller reported their 
vehicle had been hit in the 
back alley overnight.

Monday, 9:37 a.m., 
Bluffton Regional Medical 
Center. Vehicle backed into 
another. 

Monday, 11:06 a.m., resi-
dence on Sunset Drive. Call-
er found a grocery cart in her 
back yard. She advised she 
would leave it out in front of 
her property.

Monday, 1:57 p.m., Com-
fort Inn. Welfare check on 
an individual who had not 
shown up for work and had 
been unable to make contact. 
Individual was located. 

County:
Friday, 3:00 p.m., Ind. 

116 and East 150 North, 
Bluffton. Report of vehicle 
on side of road possibly 
jump started by other vehi-
cle. Owner advised they 
would have it towed.

Friday, 7:52 p.m., 1500 
West 900 North, Markle. 
Deer vs. car.

Friday, 10:47 p.m., West 
1000 South and Jeff Road, 
Warren. Caller requested 
report after they hit a rac-
coon and broke the bumper 
on their vehicle.

Saturday, 8:16 a.m., 
South Main and East Wash-
ington streets. Officer escort-
ed subject to Peyton’s.

Saturday, 10:18 a.m., 
Ind. 1 and East 450 South, 

Bluffton. Caller reported 
multiple young people pos-
sibly speeding. Vehicle had 
slowed by the time it hit city 
limits.

Saturday, 3:49 p.m., 4600 
East 400 North, Craigville. 
Car vs. chicken. Driver 
requested report for damage 
to vehicle.

Sunday, 7:45 a.m., 700 
Countryside Drive, Markle. 
Caller reported hearing sus-
picious sounds overnight and 
noticed an unlocked door. 
Officer found no issues, but 
advised to report anything 
suspicious.

Monday, 6:50 a.m., Ind. 
116 and South 400 East, 
Bluffton. Car vs. deer. Vehi-
cle towed due to disabling 
damage.

Ossian:
Saturday, 3:23 p.m., 6000 

block of North Main Street, 
Ossian. Caller reported sub-
ject dumped items in yard.

Saturday, 5:59 p.m., 
Ind. 1 and East 1100 North, 
Ossian. Automated report 
that an iPhone user was in a 
car crash. Officer found sub-
ject had left his phone on the 
top of his vehicle.

Sunday, 1:14 p.m., 1000 
North 750 East, Ossian. Wel-
fare check requested for sub-
ject, subject not at home.

Sunday, 1:36 p.m., 5400 
North 450 East, Ossian. 
Report of damage to front 
yard via vehicle.

Monday, 2:09 a.m., Ind. 
1 and Industrial Parkway, 
Ossian. Report of a slow 
moving semi. Driver advised 
he is over his hours and driv-
ing slowly to not violate 
restrictions. 

ACCIDENTS
City:
Thursday. Leslie Apple 

Berg, 45, Fort Wayne, 
reported an accident that had 
occurred earlier that day at 
Willowbrook Trail and Main 
Street, where a 2014 Chev-
rolet Equinox driven by Earl 
Richard Howell, 86, Bry-
ant, had reportedly backed 
into her 2006 Toyota at a 
stop sign. Berg said she later 
noticed the damage on her 
vehicle. 

Thursday, 3:40 p.m., 
Walmart. Pauline A. Haines, 
81, Bluffton, was backing 
a 2012 Buick Enclave and 
did not see a 2016 Toyota 
Avalon driven by Justin M. 
Tom, 50, Bluffton, behind 
her vehicle. Damage did not 

exceed $5,000. 
Thursday, 3:55 p.m., 

Walmart. Daniel J. McFar-
ren was pulling a 2002 
GMC Sierra into a parking 
spot and improperly turned, 
striking an unattended 2014 
Cadillac ATS. Damage did 
not exceed $5,000. 

Friday, 6:33 p.m., Ind. 
116, 900 ft. east of Hamp-
shire Court. A 2011 Chevro-
let Impala driven by Eliza-
beth Bothast, 24, Uniondale, 
and a 2015 Chrysler Town 
and Country driven by Pat-
rick D. Autry were stopped 
at a railroad crossing, when 
Bothast let up on the brake 
and stuck the other vehicle. 
Damage did not exceed 
$5,000. 

Monday, 8:23 a.m., Ind. 
1 just north of Ind. 124. A 
2002 Honda Civic driven by 
Kandice K. Baker, 42, Fort 
Wayne, struck a large piece 
of metal in the road, causing 
damage to the vehicle and 
rupturing the radiator. Dam-
age did not exceed $2,500.

ARRESTS
Juan Perez Quixan, 22, 

Bluffton, operating without 
obtaining a license, a Class 
C misdemeanor.

Bradley Robert Gard-
ner, 19, Warren; interfering 
with law enforcement using 
a vehicle, a Level 6 felony, 
operating with a controlled 
substance in body and pos-
session of paraphernalia, 
both Class C misdemean-
ors, and operating a  vehicle 
while intoxicated – endan-
germent, a Class A misde-
meanor. No bond set.

Tony Jo Worthington, 42, 
Berne; possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Level 6 fel-
ony. No bond set.

Lesly Ramirez, 19, South 
Bend; resisting law enforce-
ment, a Class A misdemean-
or. Bond set at $1,500.

Charlene Kassandra 
Perez, 18, South Bend; 
resisting law enforcement, a 
Class A misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $1,500.

Terez Alastair Leonard 
Jr., 19, South Bend; resist-
ing law enforcement, a Class 
A misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,500.

Raphael Marquis McCall, 
29, Fort Wayne; driving 
while suspended – prior sus-
pension, a Class A misde-
meanor, and operating with-
out financial responsibility, a 
Class C misdemeanor.

State legislators vote 
to repeal Ukrainian 
driver’s license law

Indiana community mourns 6 siblings killed in house fire

Follow us on Twitter at... twitter.com/newsbanner

Spartz announces she’s 
filing for reelection
By WHITNEY DOWNARD, Indiana Capital Chronicle

U.S. GOP Rep. Victoria Spartz announced Monday she 
will file for reelection in the 5th Congressional District , a 
reversal from her position one year ago when she said she 
would be retiring from Congress. Previously, she said she 
wanted to spend more time with her family.

The decision leaves other Republicans who had been 
running in her absence — at least nine of them — in a lurch. 
And two so far say they are staying in the race.

Spartz acknowledged the flip-flop in a release, saying the 
state of today’s politics prompted her to run again.

“Deciding where your duty lies – family, work, or coun-
try, is never an easy task. Earlier last year, I decided to take 
some time off from running for public office to recharge and 
spend more time in Indiana with my family,” Spartz said. 
“However, looking where we are today, and urged by many 
of my constituents, I do not believe I would be able to deliv-
er this Congress, with the current failed leadership in Wash-
ington, D.C., on the important issues for our nation that I 
have worked very hard on,”

Spartz, a Ukrainian immigrant, has been vocal about her 
upbringing and how it informs her conservative political 
views.

“As someone who grew up under tyranny, I understand 
the significance of these challenging times for our Republic, 
and if my fellow Hoosiers and God decide, I will be honored 
to continue fighting for them. We must carry on the sacrifice 
of countless Americans for our liberties and keep the Ameri-
can dream alive for our children,” Spartz concluded in her 
announcement.

But the decision from Spartz throws a wrench into the 
plans of Republican candidates who have spent the last year 
fundraising in hopes of succeeding her. Candidates reported 
millions in contributions in the year-end reports to the Fed-
eral Election Commission, much of it in the form of self-
funding.
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Until Feb. 24, the geography of 2024’s presiden-
tial politics will suggest a satisfying symmetry. The 
first state that voted for secession can put the nation 
on a path away from today’s political vitriol - the 
worst since the 1850s. A South Carolinian who 
lives here, 27 miles from the Charleston harbor fort 
at which the Civil War’s first shots were fired, is 
neither in a surrendering mood nor short of ammuni-
tion.

South Carolinian truculence threatened the 
nation’s unity 163 years ago. Today, that trait has 
the state’s former governor Nikki Haley, a self-
described “street fighter in heels,” spoiling for a 
fight. Almost the entire Republican elite, in Wash-
ington and in this state, is prostrate before Donald 
Trump, the supposed populist scourge of the “estab-
lishment.” She is, however, approved by 76 percent 
of this state’s voters. They remember that Haley 
earned the enmity of the state’s political establish-
ment by enforcing transparency: Before she did, 
only 8 percent of House and 1 percent of Senate 
decisions were by recorded votes.

This state’s voters also might reasonably resent 
Trump’s apparent belief that her continuing candi-
dacy is an affront to his grandeur. And his imperti-
nence that their primary election is a nullity, given 
his inevitability.

Calling herself a “happy warrior,” looking inex-
plicably rested and exuding an exuberant pugnacity, 
she is wagering that Trump cannot keep his compo-
sure for four weeks. And that a majority of voters, 
already embarrassed and exhausted by Trump, will 
be more so if he has a testosterone spill when she 
relentlessly needles him about being afraid to debate 
someone with two X chromosomes.

President Biden’s handlers cannot allow him out 
campaigning for nine months because they know 
what voters will see. Trump’s operatives cannot 
know what he does not know: what he will say next. 
One of Haley’s tasks is to trigger him.

In South Carolina, independents can vote in 
either party’s primary. Many of them - especially 
independent suburban women, who are apt to be 
decisive in November - are weary of behavior from 
Trump that they would not tolerate from their chil-
dren.

A British diplomat, one of Theodore Roosevelt’s 
close friends, when asked to explain TR, said: You 
must understand that the president is about 6 years 
old. The ambassador was referring to TR’s over-
flowing enthusiasm, energy and curiosity. Trump 
only has a 6-year-old’s defects: lack of impulse 

control, and a penchant for infantile insults - 
e.g., referring to Haley as “birdbrain.”

Laughing at him might not be Haley’s 
preferred mode of attack. Voters, however, 
are in no mood for policy speeches, such 
as the one she gave at the Hudson Institute 
in 2020 - a luminous defense of economic 
freedom against the statism, corporatism 
and protectionism that make Biden and 
Trump kindred spirits. For perhaps the first 
time in U.S. history, and certainly for the 
first time in modern polling, voters’ con-
cerns about immigration - Biden’s chaos at 
the border - eclipses all other issues, includ-
ing the economy.

This fact. And Trump’s weirdness. (Between his 
inauguration and his expulsion from the platform, 
he tweeted 26,237 times - about 18 times a day). 
And his increasingly erratic behavior under the pres-
sure of his legal difficulties. And Haley revealing 
his manifold insecurities. All these facts require her 
to run a MANA campaign: Make America Normal 
Again.

Trump’s electoral weakness is as obvious as 
is the probability of a Haley landslide against 
Biden. Trump was weaker in the Iowa caucuses 
(51 percent) than in the 2020 election in Iowa (53 
percent). He won just 30 percent of independents 
in New Hampshire, where 21 percent of voters in 
the Republican primary said they would not sup-
port Trump in November. In 21 coming Republican 
primaries, including 11 of the 15 on Super Tues-
day (March 5), voters do not have to be registered 
Republicans.

South Carolinians, remember this: In 2020, 
Trump lost the suburbs by 10 percent. And 6 percent 
more women than men voted. And Biden carried 
women by a larger margin than Trump carried men.
Why would anyone consider Trump a stronger can-
didate than Haley against Biden?

This is a cliché: It is better to light a candle than 
to curse the darkness. This is a fact: Haley is the last 
candle fending off darkness.

Many South Carolinians are eager to snuff out 
Republican competition by supporting Trump. 
Do they wonder why Biden, too, ardently wants 
Trump’s nomination guaranteed immediately? If, 
however, South Carolina prolongs the nominating 
process by supporting Haley, there will be time for 
pleasant Republican surprises and sudden Demo-
cratic forebodings.

georgewill@washpost.com.

George
Will

Haley is the last candle fending off 
darkness. And she’s fired up.

Putting off until tomorrow 
what I should have done today

Never put off until tomorrow what 
you can do today.

That proverb has long been a part of 
our cultural vocabulary and is one that 
reminds us not to procrastinate.

In other words, it’s best not to put 
off intentionally and habitually a job 
because we think it might be easier to 
do that task in the future.

I consider myself lucky, as procras-
tination has never been a problem for 
me. In fact, I’m wired more the oppo-
site way. 

Putting off a task that I know needs to be taken care 
of would cause me more stress. Instead of trying to 
delay doing the job, I’m more likely to plan ahead or 
dive in right away.

One of my roles at the high school where I teach, for 
example, is to help our students plan big events such 
as proms and semi formals — annual celebrations that 
involve almost 1,000 students.

I tried a couple of weeks ago to put in an order for 
some catering we’ll need for an event later this spring 
only to gently be told by the venue that I was reaching 
out a bit too early.

There is one task, however, that seems to bring out 
my procrastination side — a job that needs to be done 
about every six weeks.

It only takes about an hour to do this job, but it’s 
always the one task I never look forward to every sixth 
Saturday of the year.

I used to do this job at home but stopped almost two 
years ago when the drenched golden canine in question 
somehow managed to escape from the bathroom and 
make a few laps around the house before I could catch 
him with a towel to dry him off after he had already 
shaken off most of the water.

Bathing our 4-year-old golden retriever Santiago is a 
task I never look forward to and one that I put off until 
the last day of the last week — and sometimes even a 
few days beyond.

Getting the 110-pound pooch into the car is a piece 
of cake, as he loves car rides more than I love not being 
a procrastinator. And getting him into the pet store we 
now go to so that we can use their facilities to bathe him 
instead of our bathtub is as easy as pie.

The first time we took him to the store in the sum-
mer of 2022 so we could bathe him there instead of at 
home, however, our sweet Santiago who has never met 
a stranger turned into a deadweight lion as he ceased to 
cooperate. 

Trying to get an uncooperative golden retriever a few 
feet off the ground into the self-serve dog wash turned 
out to be more difficult than I thought. 

We have been back about 10 times since that dread-
ful first visit, and each time Santiago cooperates a bit 
more. That first time, however, has made me dread each 
visit since and turned me into a procrastinator when it 
comes to bathing our dog.

This past weekend was supposed to be Santiago’s 
trip to the spa (a.k.a. the self-serve dog wash). When we 
arrived Saturday, however, one of the two wash stations 
was broken and another pet owner was using the other.

“It might be 20 minutes or so,” the employee told us.
It’s about a 10-minute drive each way to the pet store 

from where we live. Waiting 20 minutes would have 
been the logical thing to do. 

Instead, I looked at Jen and said let’s just come back 
tomorrow. 

We returned Sunday afternoon only to discover that 
the one functional self-serve dog wash was being used.

“It might be 20 minutes or so,” another employee 
told us.

We should have just waited after making a second 
trip but you probably know where this story is going.

We put off until next weekend what we could have 
done Sunday. 

It makes no sense. It will be another 10 minutes there 
and 10 minutes back Saturday, and we will have spent 
more time driving back and forth to the pet store than it 
actually takes to give Santiago a bath.

At the time, however, procrastinating sounded good.
All was not lost, though.
Our car needed washed even more than our dog after 

January’s nasty weather. The car wash just happened to 
be right across the street from the pet store.

At least something that was in need of a washing got 
it this weekend.

And you know where I’ll be first thing Saturday 
morning. 

jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

Justin
 Peeper

Finally, Biden admits: there’s a crisis at the border
What do you call it when 

somewhere between 6 and 
8 million people enter the 
United States illegally in the 
course of three years? Many 
people would call it a crisis, 
albeit a man-made one, since 
the reason so many have 
been able to cross illegally 
into the United States is the 
refusal, by President Joe 
Biden, to enforce immigra-
tion laws that authorize him 
to stop the incursion at any 
time.

For years, the Biden administra-
tion denied the seriousness of the sit-
uation and steadfastly refused to call 
the crisis a crisis. Homeland Security 
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, in 
particular, has gone to great lengths to 
avoid the word. On many occasions 
Mayorkas has conceded that the situ-
ation is a “challenge,” but definitely, 
absolutely, totally not a crisis. 

On March 1, 2021, as the Biden 
administration was just beginning its 
long, ambitious project to open the 
border, Mayorkas met the press in 
the White House briefing room and 
pointedly declined to call the situa-
tion on the border, in which the num-
ber of illegal crossers was already 
skyrocketing, a “crisis.” Mayorkas 
wouldn’t even discourage illegal 
crossers from coming to the border. 
He just asked them to wait a little 
while so the Biden administration 
could get things ready for them.

“We are not saying, ‘Don’t 
come,’” Mayorkas said. “We are 
saying, ‘Don’t come now because 
we will be able to deliver a safe and 
orderly process to them as quickly as 
possible.’”

And on it went. As the 
number of illegal cross-
ings grew and grew, May-
orkas would declare, with 
a straight face, that the 
border was “closed.” He 
told potential illegal border 
crossers not to come while 
at the same time worked to 
increase the administration’s 
ability to process, care for, 
and relocate the illegal cross-
ers. Talk about a mixed mes-
sage. Nobody listened to the 

administration’s declaration that the 
border was “closed.” Instead, they 
just came right in, and, as promised, 
Biden allowed most of them to stay.

Through it all, the president would 
never agree that the situation on the 
border constituted a crisis. So now, 
fast forward to today’s standoff in 
the Senate over a bill that would 
include, all in one big package, aid 
to Ukraine, aid to Israel, aid to Tai-
wan and a far-reaching reworking of 
the immigration system. Biden has 
insisted that they must all be passed 
together, all or nothing. If Congress 
were to pass a bill with one or two of 
those provisions, but not the others, 
Biden has said he would veto it.

The problem with Biden’s ulti-
matum is that it is almost impossible 
to pass a far-reaching reworking of 
the immigration system. Lawmakers 
have tried and failed for decades. It 
is the most difficult and intractable 
issue in American politics. So Biden 
has linked desperately needed aid to 
Ukraine, for example, to passing an 
immigration bill, which reduces the 
chances of success to nearly zero.

With Congress deadlocked, Biden 
has begun to make wild promises. 

Campaigning in South Carolina 
recently, he said, “If that bill were the 
law today, I’d shut down the border 
right now and fix it quickly.” That’s 
hard to believe, to say the least. From 
the moment he became president 
of the United States, Biden has had 
the authority to stop or restrict the 
flow of illegal migrants into the U.S. 
He needs no new law to give him 
that authority. In fact, what the bill 
under consideration would actually 
do is regularize the arrival of up to 
5,000 illegal migrants into the United 
States each and every day. Only if 
the level rose above that for a week 
would Biden take action to stop the 
flow. And even then, as always, there 
would be a lot of restrictions.

But give Biden this: In his desper-
ate campaigning for an immigration 
bill, the president has done something 
else neither he nor anyone in his 
administration has ever done: He has 
admitted that the situation on the bor-
der is a crisis. 

In a statement last Friday, Biden 
said he had directed administration 
officials “to begin negotiations with 
a bipartisan group of senators to seri-
ously, and finally, address the border 
crisis.” He finished the statement with 
a challenge to Congress: “If you’re 
serious about the border crisis, pass a 
bipartisan bill and I will sign it.”

A crisis! Finally, Biden has con-
ceded what has been obvious from 
nearly the moment he took office. 
That won’t make the Capitol Hill 
negotiations go any better -- they are 
probably doomed to fail -- but it is a 
major step in the president admitting 
reality.

Byron York is chief political correspondent 
for The Washington Examiner

Byron
York

Letter to the Editor
No longer reading
“Here’s the Thing” 

If you are like me, I no longer read “Here’s the Thing.” 
We have heard for a long time now how underpaid teachers 
are, yet we are given a column by ex-teachers talking about 
exotic vacations and using slave labor to make a cheap suit. 
Unlike most occupations, the teachers and their unions have 
pensions that allow them to retire early. Sometime take a trip 
through a teacher’s parking lot and you will see that their 
vehicles are nicer compared to the vehicles in your company 
parking lot. News-Banner, do us a favor and stop running 
this column.

JOSH NELSON
Bluffton
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Reduce your dementia risk
Also: The childhood obesity epidemic

Question: I come from a family 
where a few older folks developed 
dementia. What can I do to help 
prevent that fate? (I am 52.) — 
Dwayne R., Moline, Illinois

Answer: Dr. Oz knows how you feel 
since his mother developed dementia 
at age 80, but there is a lot you can 
do to protect your brain. In his book, 
“The Great Age Reboot,” Dr. Mike 
details 40 choices that have been 
shown in at least two studies to either 
decrease your risk for dementia or 
increase brain reserve. And in 2020, 
The Lancet Commission on Dementia 
Prevention identified 12 modifiable 
risk factors that can delay or prevent 
40 percent of dementia cases. The 
modifiable risk factors include 
hearing loss in mid-life, smoking in 
later life, less education in early life, 
obesity, diabetes, high blood pressure, 
depression, physical inactivity, social 
isolation, excessive alcohol intake, 
exposure to air pollution later in life, 
and head injury in mid-life. 

The Lancet Commission says, to 
reduce dementia risks:

• From age 40, maintain systolic 
blood pressure of 130 mm/Hg or less. 
We say aim for less than 125/85.

• Protect ears from high noise 
levels; use hearing aids when needed.

• Reduce exposure to air pollution 
and second-hand tobacco smoke.

• Stop smoking — or never start.
• Prevent head injury
• Limit drinking to less than 21 

servings weekly.
• Practice activities that improve 

endurance, strength, balance, and 
flexibility.

• Prevent or reverse obesity and 
diabetes.

• Provide children with a good 

elementary education.
Getting started: The science-backed 

advice at LongevityPlaybook.com 
and iHerb.com sets out simple steps 
to protect your brain. Two of our 
favorite tips on preventing cognitive 
decline are:

1. Find a posse and a purpose. 
That provides support, stimulation 
and meaning to your daily life — 
motivating you to make healthier 
choices in other aspects of life. At 
LongevityPlaybook.com, you will 
find experts available 24/7 for a chat, 
email or call to provide support and 
help decrease your dementia risks.

2. Join support groups if you need 
help controlling your eating habits, 
smoking or drinking. And check out 
the iHerb blog, “Quitting Time,” for 
tips on natural addiction-easing aids.

* * *
Question: I’m a kindergarten 

teacher and I’m seeing more and 
more children who are seriously 
overweight. What should I try to let 
their parents know about the risks they 
are facing? — Shelley P., Chicago

Answer: A new study published 
in the journal Pediatrics finds that 
the number of kids enrolled in the 
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) 
program who struggle with severe 
obesity has increased to about 2 
percent. Nationally, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention says 
that almost 13 percent of 2-5-year-
olds are obese and around 21 percent 
of 6-11-year-olds are — and many 
more are overweight. Excess weight 
increases youngsters’ risk of premature 
disease (diabetes and heart disease) 
and disability (joint problems). It also 
restricts their ability to actively play, 
is associated with social distress and 

inhibits their ability to learn.
Childhood obesity happens for a 

constellation of reasons. Having one 
obese parent means a child has a 50 
percent chance of becoming obese; 
two obese parents and the risk jumps 
to 80 percent. Kids also may not have 
a steady supply of healthy foods, may 
live in areas where outdoor play is 
restricted, or may have schools with 
inadequate recess programs.

As a teacher (or a parent who 
decides to get involved), you can help 
kids by making sure they have plenty 
of physical activity during the school 
day.  You may also be able to help your 
school provide improved nutrition 
through the National School Lunch 
Program (www.fns.usda.gov/nslp) 
and School Breakfast Program (www.
fns.usda.gov/sbp/school-breakfast-
program).Check out “Strengthening 
School Meals for Healthier Kids” at 
usda.gov.

Working with parents, you can 
offer suggestions for healthier “from 
home” meals that contain one piece 
of fruit, non-sweetened beverages, 
and whole grain breads. And you can 
provide simple nutrition lessons to the 
kids that identify healthy, tasty foods 
so they understand their choices. 
Good luck!

Mehmet Oz, M.D. and  
Mike Roizen, M.D.

TV WITHOUT 
COMPROMISE.

EXPERIENCE PREMIUM TV 
via your internet connection.

888.885.8931
IVS Holdings

Service subject to DIRECTV delivered via internet terms and conditions. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Some o�ers may not be available through all 
channels and in select areas. Requires high speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended for optimal viewing. Call for details.

Entertainment under construction
A few of the cast members of the coming production of “Noir Suspicions” are shown 
as they were rehearsing for the murder/mystery that will be presented on Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 16 and 17, at the Auditorium at Life Community Church. Left to right 
are Ralph Tuttle, Johanne Lichsten, David Shepherd, Matthew Elwell, Tim Bryan, Yank 
Lowe and Heather Barkley. Show only tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for those 12 
and under while Show and Dessert tickets are $30 per person. (Photo provided)

Coffee concerts 
at crescendo by

‘ The Phil’ groups
Fort Wayne’s Crescendo 

Coffee Cafe (by the Clyde) 
will host monthly Wednes-
day morning concerts by 
small groups of musicians 
from the Wayne Philharmon-
ic over the next few months.

Scheduled dates include: 
Feb. 7, March 6, April 2 and 
May 15. All concerts begin 
at 10 a.m. with  coffee and 
breakfast items available for 
purchase. The concerts are 
free.

Fireside Chili 
Hike at

Ouabache 
State Park

Ouabache State Park 
will host its first Chili Hike 
on Thursday, Feb. 22, from 
5-6:30 p.m.

Participants are encour-
aged to hike on their own on 
one of the park’s five Trails 
after which they are invited 
to the Lodge building by the 
Kunkel Lake for chili served 
beside a crackling fire. Chili 
and refreshments will be 
provided by the Friends of 
Ouabache.

People  can then stay for 
the Friends of Ouabache’s 
monthly meeting at 6:30 
p.m. to hear about the park’s 
2024 events.

For more details contact 
the park office at 260-824-
0926 or JCincotta@dnr.
in.gov.

The International Glass Invitational 
exhibit will be on view through Feb. 18th 
and the works by Brooklyn-born artist Rob-
ert Kipniss will  be through Feb. 25th. The 
new Glass Wing will continue to showcase 
the Paul Stankard Paperweights from the 
Shaffer Collection.

After Hours: Wine by the Glass get-
togethers  are planned for the Saturdays of 
Feb. 10 (American Southwest glass) and 
March 23 (Australian glass) and are free 
for museum members and $20 for non-
members. Wine tasting and a tour of the 
Glass Studio will be led by Jeff Armstrong, 
FWoMA president and Charles Shepard, 

CEO from 5 to 6 p.m. RSVP to fwmoa.org/
events.

Live music and sweet treats will be 
offered on Thursday, Feb. 11, from 5 to 7:30 
p.m. at the 2nd Thursday’s museum event. 
Admission is free and the Paradigm Gal-
lery will be open for last minute Valentine’s 
gifts.

Regular gallery hours are Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
(until 8 p.m. on Thursdays) and Sunday 
noon to 5 p.m.  Admission is $10 for adults, 
$8 students (PreK-college) and seniors and 
$25 for families. General admission is free 
on Thursdays from 5 to 8 p.m.

Events at the Fort Wayne Museum of Art

Area Things to See and Do
ALL FOR ONE PRODUCTIONS,

FORT WAYNE
www.allforonefw.org

ALLEN CO. WAR
MEMORIAL COLISEUM

Boat Show: Feb. 9-11; Show Me 
Reptike Show: Feb. 10; Disney on Ice: 
Feb. 22-25; Baby Fair & Family Expo: 
Feb. 24;  Bryan Adams Tour: Feb. 28; 
Home & Garden Show: Feb. 29-March 
3; www.memorialcoliseum.com

ARENA DINNER THEATER, 
FORT WAYNE

“Funny Money,” March 1-16; “A 
Delightful Quarantine,” April 19-May 
4; “The Drowsy Chaperone,” June 
14-29. www.arenadinnertheatre.org
CLYDE THEATRE, FORT WAYNE

 Nicle Creek: Feb. 16; ClydeThe-
atre.com or at 1-800-514-3849.

EMBASSY THEATER,
FORT WAYNE

 http://fwembassytheatre.org/events
FIRE AND LIGHT
PRODUCTIONS

“Finding Nemo Jr., April 11-13, 
Arts United enter, 303 E. Main St., Fort 
Wayne. Tickets at fireandlightproduc-
tions.com.
1ST PRESBYTERIAN THEATRE,

FORT WAYNE
firstpresfortwayne.org/theater/

BOTANICALCONSERVATORY
Botanical Speedway: through April 

7; botanicalconservatory.org.

FORT WAYNE CIVIC THEATER
 “The Color Purple,” Feb. 9-18, 

2024; “Six Degrees of Separation,” 
March 15-24; “Jersey Boys,” May 
4-19; “Something Rotten,” July 21-30. 
Arts United Center box office 260-424-
5220; info at www.fwcivic.org.
FORT WAYNE MUSEUM OF ART

“Lucky Monster” work by Jiha 
Moon. Open Tuesday through Satur-
day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (until 8 p.m. on 
Thursdays, noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. 
www.fwmoa.org

FURTH CENTER,  ANGOLA
Face ti FaceL April 26; Don 

McLean: May 18; Hotel California: 
May 31;  trine.edu/furth

HONEYWELL CENTER &
EAGLES THEATRE, WABASH
Honeywell Center: 
Arival from Sweden: Feb. 16; Prin-

cess Bride/Cary Elwes; 1954 The Trib-
ute: March. 2; Tommy Jones/The Shon-
dells: March 30; Etta May & Southern 
Fried Chicken: April 7; Killer Queen: 
July 12;  Eagles Theatre: Michael 
Palascak: Feb. 14;  Unspoken: Feb. 15; 
Stepcrew Dance: Feb. 29; https://www.
boxofficeticketsales.com/honeywell-
center

ARTS UNITED CENTER—FW
Fort Wayne Ballet:.fortwayneballet.

org
PURDUE-FORT WAYNE THEATER

Productions at Williams Theatre on 

the Purdue-FW campus. www.pfw.edu/
visual-performing-arts.
SCIENCE CENTRAL, FORT WAYNE

1950 N. Clinton St. in Fort Wayne. 
Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Info at 
260-424-2400 or at www.sciencecen-
tral.org

SWEETWATER SOUND,
 Performance Pavilion

KennyWayne Shepherd, May 18; 
Tickets: 800-514-3849 or eTix

BAKER STREET  CENTER-FW
Ally Venable: March 9; Classig 

SEger: March 23; Bayou Country: 
May 11; www.bakerstreetcentre.com

PIERE’S ENTERTAINMENT
CENTRE, FORT WAYNE

  Etix.com
PARKVIEW FIELD, FORT WAYNE

ticketmaster.com 
LERNER THEATRE, ELKHART

Colin Mochrie: Feb. 10; Rodney 
Carrington: Feb. 23;  Saxon & Uriah 
Heep: Hell, Fire & Choas: May 12; 
TheLerner.com 

WAGON WHEEL, WARSAW
wagonwheelcenter.org

ABCINEMA, DECATUR
130 W.  Monroe St., Decatur. Infor-

mation: www.abcinemainc.com or 
260-724-SHOW
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Locally Owned 
Restaurant in 
Wells County!

260-824-4950
1415 South Main Street, Bluffton, IN 46714

Prime Rib Dinner
Every Friday after 4pm
Includes Green Beans & 

Baby Potatoes with Bread 1595 Harrison Plaza • Bluff ton, IN

A Purchase of $3000 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 2/29/2024

A Purchase of $4000 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 2/29/2024

$300 $500
off off

MARIACHI LOCO
     Mexican Grill & Bar
MARIACHI LOCOMARIACHI LOCO

Call for Carry-Out 260-827-0616
Heavy Glass Shower Doors •  Auto Glass • Vinyl Windows, 

Custom Mirrors as well as Commercial Work
www.strongholdglassllc.com • 1325 West Wiley, Blufft  on • 260-824-4715

TUESDAY, FEB. 6
BOYS BASKETBALL: Heritage at Norwell, 

7:45 p.m.; Bluffton at Manchester, 7:30 p.m.; 
Elwood at Southern Wells, 6:45 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING: (Boys only): Bluff-
ton at Huntington North, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 7
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, FEB. 8
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, FEB. 9

BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Hunting-
ton North, 7:45 p.m.; Northfield at Bluffton, 7:30 
p.m.; Woodlan at Southern Wells, 6:45 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 10
GIRLS BASKETBALL: (Regional final) Norwell 

vs. Benton Central at Caston High School, 4 p.m.
WRESTLING: (Semi-State): Norwell, Bluff-

ton, Southern Wells at War Memorial Coliseum 
(Fort Wayne), 8:30 a.m. 

MONDAY, FEB. 12
No events scheduled.

High School Calendar

By RYAN WALKER
MONROE — The Snider Panthers were 

the winners of the dual meet at Adams Cen-
tral with Norwell on Monday.

By just seven points, Snider topped the 
Knights in a 110-103 score, while the host-
ing Flying Jets put up 96 points.

This meet was unique, as it was the first 
where the boys’ team traveled without the 
girls’ team, who finished their season in the 
sectional over the weekend. It was also the 
final one of the regular season, so Norwell 
head coach Stephanie Scott mixed the line-
up around to keep things loose.

She also flipped the lineup around some 
due to some of the injuries and illness hap-
pening this week and took it easy.

“They did well tonight,” Scott said after 
the meet. “We have a few who are injured 
and not feeling well, so for what we’ve got 
going on with the team at the moment, we 
did really well. Their spirits are up and had 
fun tonight.”

The team is swimming loose right now, 

a calm before the storm that is the sectional 
beginning next Thursday, Feb. 15. 

To prepare, the team will be going into 
a taper either Tuesday or Wednesday. The 
taper will include high-intensity work-
outs with more rest in between to recover 
and train hard for the big showdown at Jay 
County.

This year’s team will hope to defend its 
2022-23 sectional championship but will be 
doing it with less swimmers on the roster 
due to six key graduates from that squad.

That sectional will take place at Jay 
County beginning at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 15.

Event Winners
• Ethan Williamson, Colten Strunk, Park-

er McCartney and Kale Meredith in the 200-
yard medley relay.

• Meredith in the 200-yard freestyle.
• Williamson in the 100-yard backstroke.
• McCartney in the 100-yard breast-

stroke.
ryan@news-banner.com

Knights get second at Jets’ dual meet, Panthers first

A loose bunch of Norwell swimmers Colten Strunk (left) and Rylan Heyerly (right) enjoy compet-
ing in the breaststroke at Adams Central High School. Head coach Stephanie Scott had her 
team have some fun during their final regular season match against Snider and the hosting Fly-
ing Jets (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Knights’ Ethan Williamson gasps for air during the 100-yard butterfly.

Knights net 5 on all-NE8 team
The Northeast 8 Conference made its 

selections for the girls’ basketball season, 
and Norwell made its mark.

The Knights, also the conference cham-
pion with a perfect 7-0 record, had their 
entire starting lineup on the list.

On the first team were Kennedy Fuelling, 
Makenzie Fuess and Vanessa Rosswurm. 

Dekota Hubble made the second team, and 
Annabelle Johnson honorable mention.

Norwell recently won the sectional 
championship over NE8 foe Bellmont on 
Saturday, advancing to the regional title 
match set for 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 10 at 
Caston High School against Benton Cen-
tral.

Regional champions
Two wrestlers from Wells County won regional championships Saturday afternoon at Jay 
County High School. Top, Norwell’s Hunter Douglas (second from left) holds up his 120-
pound bracket with the rest of the top three from his class. Bottom, Bluffton’s Johnny Cruz 
(second from left) holds his 285-pound bracket along with his other competition. (Photos 
by Ryan Walker)

By AARON BEARD 
AP Basketball Writer
Reigning national cham-

pion Connecticut, Pur-
due and North Carolina 
remained atop The Associ-
ated Press Top 25 men’s 
college basketball poll 
for the third consecutive 
week, while South Carolina 
cracked the rankings for the 
first time in nearly seven 
years.

The Huskies earned 
45 of 61 first-place votes 
to remain at No. 1 for the 
fourth straight week in 
Monday’s poll, while the 
Boilermakers topped the 
ballots of 16 other voters.

The top of the poll 
remained set after a big 
week that included four 
top-10 matchups over the 
weekend, with Purdue 
winning at Wisconsin and 

UNC beating rival Duke. 
The week also included 
Kansas beating Houston, 
which vaulted the Jay-
hawks up four spots to No. 
4 and dropped the Cougars 
one spot to No. 5.

Tennessee fell one spot to 
No. 6 after losing at home to 
the now-No. 15 Gamecocks 
but followed that with a win 
at Kentucky in the week-
end’s other top-10 tussle. 
The Wildcats tumbled seven 
spots to No. 17 after losses 
to the Vols and Florida.

Marquette, Arizona, 
Duke and Illinois rounded 
out the top 10, with the 
Wildcats and Fighting Illini 
returning after stints earlier 
this season.

IN AND OUT
South Carolina is making 

its first appearance in the 
poll since February 2017, a 

season that saw the Game-
cocks make a surprise run 
to the Final Four. Lamont 
Paris’ squad has won five 
straight games, and its 19 
wins already surpassed its 
season haul for any year 
since that run.

The Gamecocks joined 
No. 24 San Diego State 
as the week’s new addi-
tions, replacing Okla-
homa (No. 23) and TCU 
(No. 25).
RISING AND SLIDING

Alabama had the week’s 
biggest jump, moving 
up eight spots to No. 16 
after rising to the top of 
the Southeastern Confer-
ence standings at 8-1. No. 
13 Baylor was next, rising 
five spots after a home win 
against No. 14 Iowa State.

In all, nine teams moved 
up from last week’s poll.

By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer

Hockey Canada said Monday all 22 play-
ers from its 2018 world junior team remain 
suspended from representing the country 
at any international tournaments where 
the federation has control over rosters — 
including the Olympics and world champi-
onships — in light of sexual assault charges 
filed against five members of that team.

That includes NHL All-Stars Cale Makar 
of the Colorado Avalanche and Robert 
Thomas of the St. Louis Blues, who are not 
among those charged. Hockey Canada, in a 
statement responding to charges, said any-
one involved with that team is “ineligible 
to play, coach, officiate or volunteer with 
Hockey Canada-sanctioned programs.”

A Hockey Canada spokesperson confirmed 
to The Associated Press that the appeals pro-
cess that began in November is ongoing. After 
announcing the NHL would allow its players 
to participate in the next two Olympics, Com-
missioner Gary Bettman referenced players 
appealing Hockey Canada’s decision.

Makar has repeatedly denied any 
involvement in the alleged sexual assault 
that led to charges against Carter Hart of the 
Philadelphia Flyers, Michael McLeod and 
Cal Foote of the New Jersey Devils, Dil-
lion Dube of the Calgary Flames and former 

NHL player Alex Formenton.
“I’ve been kind of straightforward from 

the start that I wasn’t there,” Makar said 
Thursday during All-Star Weekend in 
Toronto. “I can’t stress enough that I wasn’t 
a part of that.”

Thomas, when asked about the situation, 
said: “I’ve said my comments and my state-
ments. I’ve cooperated with the investiga-
tion, and that all I’m going to comment (on) 
at this.”

Bettman and Deputy Commissioner Bill 
Daly were asked about those players’ eli-
gibility in tournaments moving forward, 
including the “4 Nations Face-off” sched-
uled to include the U.S., Canada, Sweden 
and Finland in February 2025. Daly said 
Hockey Canada had no say in who could 
play in that NHL-run event.

“This tournament is our tournament,” 
Daly said. “It will be our eligibility rules, 
not Hockey Canada’s.”

Makar, a 2022 Stanley Cup champion 
and playoff MVP who was also voted the 
league’s best defenseman that season, said 
it was tough not to be able to play in the 
world championships last year because of 
the Hockey Canada suspension.

“But at the end of the day, actions have 
consequences, and that’s what I was taught 
growing up,” Makar said.

All players from 2018 world 
junior team suspended by 
Hockey Canada pending appeal

UConn, Purdue and North 
Carolina stay atop AP Top 25



FOOTBALL
NFL

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 28

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 28

Kansas City 17, Baltimore 10
San Francisco 34, Detroit 31

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 11

At Las Vegas
Kansas City vs. San Francisco, 6:30 

p.m. (CBS)

BASKETBALL
High School

Saturday boys’ Scores
Adams Central 82, Leo 49
Anderson 64, Marion 59
Bedford N. Lawrence 50, Craw-

fordsville 38
Benton Central 60, Frankfort 42
Bluffton 37, Heritage 31
Center Grove 79, Floyd Central 45
Columbia City 66, Norwell 50
Daleville 65, Seton Catholic 62
Delta 55, Mississinewa 36
Eastern Hancock 54, Cowan 50
Elwood 52, Hamilton 18
Ft. Wayne Canterbury 68, Fremont 

45
Ft. Wayne Luers 59, DeKalb 41
Ft. Wayne South 81, Woodlan 57
Indpls Ben Davis 62, Zionsville 49
Indy Brebeuf 70, Indpls Park Tudor 

57
Lawrence Central 74, Liberty Chris-

tian 51
Lawrence North 93, Ft. Wayne 

North 59
Maconaquah 98, Western 78
Madison-Grant 64, Wes-Del 53
New Albany 72, Columbus East 68
New Haven 49, Huntington North 33
New Palestine 73, Southport 60
Northwestern 73, Southwood 52
Oak Hill 76, Logansport 67
Rockford Parkway, Ohio 45, S. 

Adams 34
Tipton 69, Shenandoah 46
Warsaw 73, Chesterton 62
Westview 53, Plymouth 39
Westville 51, Winamac 36
Whitko 46, Garrett 26
Winchester 54, Hamilton Hts. 52

Saturday Girls’ Scores
IHSAA Sectionals

Championship
Class 4A

1. Lake Central
Lake Central 51, Merrillville 39
2. Valparaiso
Valparaiso 41, Crown Point 28
3. S. Bend Washington
S. Bend Washington 77, S. Bend 

Adams 45
4. Northridge
Northridge 53, Penn 37
5. Carroll (Ft. Wayne)
Ft. Wayne Snider 68, Carroll (Ft. 

Wayne) 29
6. Columbia City
Homestead 57, Columbia City 49
7. Kokomo
McCutcheon 51, Lafayette Har-

rison 49
8. Hamilton Southeastern
Noblesville 49, Hamilton Southeast-

ern 45
9. Pendleton Heights
Mt. Vernon (Fortville) 48, New Pal-

estine 39
10. Indpls Cathedral
Lawrence Central 54, Warren Cen-

tral 39
11. Indpls Pike

Indpls Pike 61, Franklin Central 60
12. Avon
Plainfield 59, Terre Haute North 12
13. Mooresville
Center Grove 61, Mooresville 41
14. Whiteland
Franklin 45, Whiteland 42
15. Floyd Central
Bedford N. Lawrence 43, Jennings 

Co. 39
16. Evansville Harrison
Evansville North 52, Evansville 

Central 46
Class 3A

17. Highland
Hanover Central 36, Highland 33
18. Rochester
Bremen 55, Tippecanoe Valley 53
19. New Prairie
New Prairie 56, S. Bend Clay 38
20. W. Noble
NorthWood 34, Fairfield 32
21. Garrett
Woodlan 53, Ft. Wayne Concordia 

45
22. Twin Lakes
Benton Central 48, W. Lafayette 43
23. Maconaquah
Norwell 57, Bellmont 40
24. Yorktown
Hamilton Hts. 37, Jay Co. 36
25. Cascade
Danville 53, Lebanon 14
26. Owen Valley
Indian Creek 52, Edgewood 35
27. Indpls Chatard
Indpls Chatard 59, Heritage Chris-

tian 53
28. Beech Grove
Speedway 52, Purdue Polytechnic 

42
29. Lawrenceburg
Greensburg 41, Batesville 22
30. Charlestown
Scottsburg 53, Madison 36
31. Southridge
Washington 52, Vincennes 42
32. Gibson Southern
Gibson Southern 78, Boonville 35

Class 2A
33. Lake Station
Andrean 40, Illiana Christian 20
34. N. Judson
LaVille 47, N. Judson 37
35. Eastside
Fremont 41, Central Noble 38
36. N. Miami
Cass 45, Winamac 25
37. S. Adams
Ft. Wayne Luers 59, Whitko 46
38. Delphi
Lafayette Catholic 45, Delphi 22
39. Elwood
Eastbrook 62, Blackford 58, 4OT
40. Lapel
Lapel 62, Winchester 21
41. Northeastern
Northeastern 58, Shenandoah 21
42. Indpls Scecina
Eastern Hancock 67, Indpls Scecina 

11
43. Park Tudor
Sheridan 47, Covenant Christian 28
44. S. Putnam
Parke Heritage 43, Greencastle 32
45. N. Decatur
N. Decatur 57, S. Ripley 39
46. Providence
Brownstown 56, Austin 42
47. N. Knox
Linton 43, N. Knox 36
48. S. Spencer
S. Spencer 38, Crawford Co. 33

Class 1A
49. Morgan Twp.
Morgan Twp. 28, Kouts 24
50. Culver
Michigan City Marquette 52, Triton 

39
51. Lakewood Park

Bethany Christian 59, Ft. Wayne 
Blackhawk 55

52. S. Newton
Caston 37, Tri-County 36
53. Northfield
Northfield 41, Southern Wells 22
54. Attica
Clinton Central 48, Rossville 33
55. Anderson Prep
Daleville 39, Anderson Prep Acad-

emy 38
56. Union City
Daleville 39, Anderson Prep Acad-

emy 38
57. Bloomfield
N. Central (Farmersburg) 33, 

Shakamak 26
58. Bethesda Christian
Bethesda Christian 62, IMSA 22
59. Eminence
Eminence 52, Greenwood Chris-

tian 26
60. Southwestern (Shelby)
Jac-Cen-Del 49, Oldenburg 41
61. W. Washington
Lanesville 41, Borden 20
62. New Washington
Trinity Lutheran 67, Rising Sun 58
63. Barr-Reeve
Barr-Reeve 33, Orleans 27
64. Wood Memorial
Wood Memorial 45, Evansville 

Christian 31

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Monday, Feb. 5
Virginia 60, Miami 38

Sunday, Feb. 4
EAST

Villanova 68, Providence 50
SOUTH

Wright St. 85, N. Kentucky 78
MIDWEST

Fort Wayne 82, Youngstown St. 78
Illinois 87, Nebraska 84, OT
Loyola Chicago 76, Davidson 63
Milwaukee 87, IUPUI 67
Purdue 75, Wisconsin 69
S. Dakota St. 70, South Dakota 67

FAR WEST
Arizona 82, Stanford 71

Saturday, Feb. 3
EAST

BYU 86, West Virginia 73
Hofstra 59, Towson 56
Marquette 91, Georgetown 57
Pittsburgh 70, Notre Dame 60
UConn 77, St. John’s 64

SOUTH
Alabama 99, Mississippi St. 67
Auburn 91, Mississippi 77
FAU 102, Tulsa 70
James Madison 78, Old Dominion 

63
LSU 95, Arkansas 74
Louisville 101, Florida St. 92
Memphis 65, Wichita St. 63
Miami 82, Virginia Tech 74
NC State 82, Georgia Tech 76
North Carolina 93, Duke 84
South Carolina 72, Georgia 62
Tennessee 103, Kentucky 92
Vanderbilt 68, Missouri 61
Virginia 66, Clemson 65
Wake Forest 99, Syracuse 70

MIDWEST
Ball St. 77, W. Michigan 67
Bradley 73, Illinois St. 60
Cent. Michigan 77, Bowling Green 

76, 2OT
Evansville 63, Valparaiso 62
Fordham 67, Saint Louis 65
Indiana St. 75, Drake 67
Kansas 78, Houston 65
Michigan St. 63, Maryland 54
Minnesota 75, Northwestern 66, OT
Missouri St. 87, Belmont 80

Murray St. 71, N. Iowa 43
N. Illinois 76, E. Michigan 66
North Dakota 60, N. Dakota St. 58
Oakland 83, Cleveland St. 71
Ohio 78, Miami (Ohio) 69
Oral Roberts 82, Denver 76
Penn St. 85, Indiana 71
Robert Morris 75, Detroit 67
Rutgers 69, Michigan 59
Xavier 93, DePaul 68

SOUTHWEST
Baylor 70, Iowa St. 68
Cincinnati 75, Texas Tech 72
Liberty 67, UTEP 65
Oklahoma St. 75, Kansas St. 72
Texas 77, TCU 66
Texas A&M 67, Florida 66

FAR WEST
Boise St. 94, Air Force 56
California 81, Arizona St. 66
Colorado St. 73, Fresno St. 61
Grand Canyon 86, Utah Valley 

St. 67
Saint Mary’s (Cal.) 64, Gonzaga 62
San Diego St. 81, Utah St. 67
Southern Cal 82, Oregon St. 54
UCLA 71, Oregon 63
UNLV 62, Wyoming 48
Utah 73, Colorado 68
Washington St. 90, Washington 

87, OT

Women’s Basketball Scores
Monday, Feb. 5

NC State 77, Louisville 67

Sunday, Feb. 4
Syracuse 75, Boston College 63
Florida St. 75, Miami 68
Georgia 72, Kentucky 65
Virginia Tech 70, North Carolina 

61, OT
Ohio St. 74, Indiana 69
South Carolina 85, Ole Miss 56
Texas 61, Kansas St. 54
Stanford 80, UCLA 60
Colorado 80, Washington 57
LSU 106, Florida 66
UConn 78, St. John’s 63
Baylor 83, Houston 60
Notre Dame 78, Pittsburgh 53
USC 79, Cal 69
Virginia Tech 70, North Carolina 61
Oregon State 64, Oregon 60
Utah 73, Washington St. 61
Syracuse 74, Boston College 63
Creighton 75, Butler 65
Illinois St. 64, Indiana St. 59
Tennessee 80, Missouri 69
Northwestern 69, Wisconsin 43

Saturday, Feb. 3
Iowa 93, Maryland 85
Gonzaga 104, Pacific 39
West Virginia 76, BYU 69
Princeton 76, Brown 63
Ball State 97, Ohio 66
Cincinnati 74, Texas Tech 56
Toledo 82, Bowling Green 70
Miami (OH) 58, Akron 48
Rutgers 71, Nebraska 70
Michigan 80, Penn St. 75
Bradley 79, Evansville 72
Buffalo 75, Eastern Michigan 63

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Boston	 38	 12	 .760	 —
New York	 32	 18	 .640	 6
Philadelphia	 30	 19	 .612	 7½
Brooklyn	 20	 29	 .408	 17½
Toronto	 17	 33	 .340	 21

Southeast Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Orlando	 27	 23	 .540	 —
Miami	 26	 24	 .520	 1
Atlanta	 22	 28	 .440	 5

Charlotte	 10	 39	 .204	 16½
Washington	 9	 40	 .184	 17½

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Cleveland	 32	 16	 .667	 —
Milwaukee	 33	 17	 .660	 —
Indiana	 28	 23	 .549	 5½
Chicago	 23	 27	 .460	 10
Detroit	 6	 43	 .122	 26½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
New Orleans	 29	 21	 .580	 —
Dallas	 27	 23	 .540	 2
Houston	 23	 26	 .469	 5½
Memphis	 18	 32	 .360	 11
San Antonio	 10	 40	 .200	 19

Northwest Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Oklahoma City	35	 15	 .700	 —
Minnesota	 35	 15	 .700	 —
Denver	 35	 16	 .686	 ½
Utah	 25	 26	 .490	 10½
Portland	 15	 35	 .300	 20

Pacific Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

L.A. Clippers	 34	 15	 .694	 —
Sacramento	 29	 20	 .592	 5
Phoenix	 29	 21	 .580	 5½
L.A. Lakers	 27	 25	 .519	 8½
Golden State	 22	 25	 .468	 11

Sunday’s Games
Orlando 111, Detroit 99
Phoenix 140, Washington 112
Boston 131, Memphis 91
Indiana 115, Charlotte 99
L.A. Clippers 103, Miami 95
Minnesota 111, Houston 90
Oklahoma City 135, Toronto 127, 

2OT
Utah 123, Milwaukee 108
Denver 112, Portland 103

Monday’s Games
L.A. Lakers 124, Charlotte 118
Cleveland 136, Sacramento 110
Dallas 118, Philadelphia 102
Golden State 109, Brooklyn 98
L.A. Clippers 149, Atlanta 144
New Orleans 138, Toronto 100

Tuesday’s Games
Houston at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Memphis at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Orlando at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Utah, 9 p.m.
Milwaukee at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Cleveland at Washington, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Atlanta at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Golden State at Philadelphia, 7:30 

p.m.
San Antonio at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Detroit at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
New Orleans at L.A. Clippers, 10 

p.m.
Thursday’s Games

Golden State at Indiana, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Cleveland at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Dallas at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Utah at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Denver at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.
Detroit at Portland, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Boston	 49	31	 9	 9	 71	173	128
Florida	 49	31	14	 4	 66	158	127
Tampa Bay	50	27	18	 5	 59	175	164
Toronto	 48	25	15	 8	 58	168	153
Detroit	 50	26	18	 6	 58	176	161
Buffalo	 49	22	23	 4	 48	146	155
Montreal	 49	20	21	 8	 48	136	175
Ottawa	 47	20	25	 2	 42	158	170

Metropolitan Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

N.Y. Rangers	50	31	16	 3	 65	163	143
Carolina	 48	28	15	 5	 61	163	144
Philadelphia	50	25	19	 6	 56	147	148
N.Y. Islanders	50	21	17	12	 54	146	168
Pittsburgh	 46	22	17	 7	 51	138	126
New Jersey	47	24	20	 3	 51	161	168
Washington	47	22	18	 7	 51	115	146
Columbus	 50	16	24	 10	 42	148	184

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Colorado	 50	32	14	 4	 68	191	155
Dallas	 49	30	13	 6	 66	183	151
Winnipeg	 47	30	12	 5	 65	148	109
St. Louis	 49	26	21	 2	 54	141	153
Nashville	 51	26	23	 2	 54	153	160
Arizona	 48	23	22	 3	 49	143	147
Minnesota	 49	21	23	 5	 47	149	166
Chicago	 50	14	34	 2	 30	105	177

Pacific Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

Vancouver	49	33	 11	 5	 71	186	127
Vegas	 50	29	15	 6	 64	163	138
Edmonton	 45	29	15	 1	 59	160	124
Los Angeles	48	23	15	 10	 56	152	132
Seattle	 50	21	19	 10	 52	140	147
Calgary	 49	22	22	 5	 49	149	155
Anaheim	 50	18	30	 2	 38	129	170
San Jose	 51	14	32	 5	 33	107	199
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Sunday’s Games
No games scheduled

By AGDAILY
Despite recession warn-

ings and adverse precursors 
in 2022, the United States 
economy performed better 
than predicted in 2023.

Purdue  Un ive r s i t y 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics experts annu-
ally provide insights into 
the national economy, trade, 
policy, and food prices for 
the year.

These findings were 
recently published in the 
Purdue Agricultural Eco-
nomics Report’s annual out-
look, including potential out-
comes of a delayed farm bill. 

“As we enter 2024, the 
farm bill debate’s complexi-
ties persist. With federal 
spending cuts in focus, the 
projected cost of the farm 
bill will likely take center 
stage in agricultural com-
mittee deliberations this 
year,” said Roman Keeney, 
associate professor of agri-
cultural economics at Pur-
due University and co-editor 
of the report. 

Inside the issue, Pur-
due agricultural economists 
predict an overall positive 
outlook for 2024 with mod-
est GDP growth, low unem-
ployment, decreasing infla-
tion, and a potential lower-
ing of interest rates.

Here’s a wrap-up
 on the U.S. economy
In December 2022, 

recession concerns triggered 
rapid interest rate hikes, but 
the predicted 2023 recession 
did not occur. By December 
2023, positive economic 
indicators suggested a favor-
able outlook for 2024, antic-
ipating moderated growth.

Despite the pessimis-
tic sentiment, consumer 
spending rose by 2.3 per-
cent above inflation in Q3 
2023. Investment spending 
rebounded, and government 
purchases, particularly at the 
federal level, contributed to 
GDP growth. Both exports 
and imports declined, affect-
ing trade dynamics.

In 2024, real GDP 
growth is projected at 
around 2.2 percent, with a 
potential slowdown in con-
sumer spending and modest 
investment growth. Though 
experiencing a slight job 

growth slowdown in 2023, 
the labor market is expect-
ed to maintain a 4 percent 
unemployment rate by the 
end of 2024. Inflation is 
forecasted at 2.7 percent.

The Federal Reserve’s 
policy, marked by inter-
est rate hikes in response 
to inflation, is expected to 
stabilize, with a median 
prediction of a 4.6 percent 
federal funds rate by the 
end of 2024. The three-
month Treasury rate and 
the 10-year Treasury bond 
interest rate are projected to 
align with this trend, reach-
ing approximately 4.6 per-
cent and 4.4 percent, respec-
tively, by December 2024.

An outlook for 
trade and policy

In 2023, the Russia/
Ukraine war disrupted agri-
culture trade, impacting fer-
tilizer and wheat markets, 
while oil and gas markets 
eventually normalized. U.S. 
trade policy offered large 
subsidies to semiconductor 
and electric vehicle indus-
tries, raising World Trade 
Organization concerns and 
affecting export-oriented 
agriculture. The 2023 WTO 
fishing subsidies agreement 
highlighted its ongoing role.

The 2024 U.S. Presi-
dential election, featuring 
potential candidates Biden 
and Trump, holds implica-
tions for trade policy. Past 
policies, especially Trump’s, 
influenced agriculture 
exports negatively. Chal-
lenges for export-oriented 
agriculture include lim-
ited market access improve-
ments, a shift in policy 
focus, and consequences of 
sector-specific subsidies. 
Despite positive develop-
ments, uncertainties persist, 
shaping the sector’s future 
amid evolving trade policies.

Will 2024 bring 
a new Farm Bill?

In May 2023, the Con-
gressional Budget Office pro-
jected a cost exceeding $1.4 
trillion for a ten-year con-
tinuation of the 2018 Farm 
Bill, with nutrition programs 
claiming a significant share. 
The farm bill’s cost is poised 
to be a focal point in 2023 
debates amid rising deficits, 
reaching nearly 7 percent of 

gross domestic product over 
the decade.

Farm bill priorities echo 
those of the previous year, 
emphasizing the total base-
line amount to address 
diverse food and agriculture 
needs. Advocacy focuses on 
climate-smart agriculture, 
maintaining current crop 
insurance, and addressing 
concerns about direct farm 
payments. Integrating nutri-
tion spending with farm 
income and agricultural 
conservation remains cru-
cial for bipartisan support.

The outlook suggests 
new farm legislation might 
not take precedence until 
fiscal 2024 spending bills 
are resolved. Changes to 
mandatory spending pro-
grams could be negotiated 
during the budget process. 
Delays in federal spend-
ing bills will likely shift the 
farm bill debate into a chal-
lenging general election 
year, with potential scenar-
ios ranging from construc-
tive compromise to contin-
ued policy brinksmanship 
and uncertainty, potentially 
leading to the absence of 
a replacement farm bill by 
October 2024.

The Policy Analysis for 
the Economic Region will 
actively monitor and pro-
vide updates through ongo-
ing policy briefs.

Food prices
In 2023, food price infla-

tion slowed to 2.5 percent, 
the lowest since 2019. Pric-
es for groceries rose by 1.2 
percent, while food service 
increased by 4.9 percent.

Beef and sugar prices 
surged, with beef up by 8.8 
percent due to high demand 
and low cattle inventories 
and sugar rising by 5 percent 
due to global droughts. In 
contrast, egg prices fell by 
30 percent as Avian Influ-
enza faded, and fresh veg-
etables and cheese products 
decreased 4.3 percent and 
3.1 percent, respectively.

Despite easing food price 
inflation, the cumulative 
effect of inflation in recent 
years has left food prices 26 
percent higher than in 2019. 
Consumer purchasing power 
has been eroded, impact-
ing confidence. Economic 

conditions improved in the 
latter half of 2023, with his-
toric Fed interest rate hikes 
slowing inflation. Over-
all economic growth led 
to increased incomes, with 
average wages rising by 3.6 
percent through November, 
outpacing inflation for the 
first time since 2020.

Looking ahead to 2024, 
macroeconomic uncer-
tainty persists. The Fed’s 
focus on reducing inflation 
raises hopes, but higher 
rates may impact economic 
growth, potentially leading 
to increased unemployment 
and slower wage growth.

While a predicted reces-
sion hasn’t occurred, uncer-
tainties surround achieving 
a “soft landing.” The re-
emergence of highly patho-
genic avian influenza may 
impact poultry and egg pric-
es in the food market. The 
USDA forecasts a continued 
deceleration in food prices 
in 2024, with a 0.6 percent 
decrease in Food at Home 
prices and a 4.9 percent 
increase in food away from 
home prices.
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Agricultural 
Services Guide

Agricultural 
Services Guide

Agricultural 
Services Guide

Do you have a 
service or product 
for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 or 622-4108
and � nd out how a� ordable our 

AG SERVICES DIRECTORY 
can be!

Prompt Delivery ...
To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils  •  Pure 1-K Kerosene  •  Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol     •   Competitive Prices!

Agriculture

News-Banner Scoreboard

Purdue Agricultural Economics Report
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At a crossroads in retirement
Dear Annie: I have three kids and 

four bonus kids. They are all adults and 
living great lives. Most of them live in 
the same city as my husband and me.

We want to downsize and move to a 
quieter town, but I don’t want to move 
far away from them. I like the connec-
tion of them coming for the holidays 
and birthdays or just stopping by. That 
will obviously change if we move far 
away (a few hours). I also want to be in 
the lives of any grandchildren we might 
have.

I just don’t know what to do. Hubby 
wants to move to the coast, a plane ride 
away, which seems so far for me. I also 
worry about being a lonely old widow 
not close to my family! My family lives 
in a different country, so the kids are all 
the family I have here. We currently live 
in a big city, so selling and moving is a 
big step, and we won’t be able to afford 
to come back.

I feel lost and sad as this next phase 
happens. — Lost in Confusion

Dear Lost in Confusion: I don’t think 
you are lost because I think you know 
what you want. You want to be close 
to your adult children and potential 
grandchildren. Being close to family is 
very important to you, and that makes 
more sense than isolating yourself hours 
away or even a plane ride away. Talk to 
your husband and ask him why he wants 
to move away. If he is tired of the big 
city, maybe you could compromise and 
try to budget in more vacations or time 
out of the city.

Home is where the heart is, and it 
sounds like your heart is with your chil-
dren, especially if you live far away 
from your family in a different country.

Dear Annie: My wonderful wife and 
I have been married for 40-plus years. 
We get along in almost every way, 
except needing affection.

I am medically retired, unable to 
work or drive; she works full-time and 
will retire in three years.

My problem is that when she gets 
home, she is not in the mood for giving 
or receiving affection. I hate to mention 
it to her, as she has a fragile sense of 
self-worth and will look on this as being 

another instance 
where she is not 
good  enough . 
For the record, I 
always hold her 
up.

I would give 
anything to be 
able to spend time 
holding her in my 
arms and cud-
dling. We used 
to have this, but 
when I left the 
workforce eight 
years ago, this all 
went away.

I love my wife 
but am afraid of spending the rest of my 
life starved for affection. What in the 
world can I do? I’m dying inside! — 
Needing Affection

Dear Needing Affection: Have you 
told your wife about your needs? There 
is a wonderful book by Gary Chapman 
called the “The Five Love Languages.” 
In the book, he describes five ways that 
people receive and express love in a 
relationship. These are words of affir-
mation, quality time, physical touch, 
acts of service and receiving gifts. 
Knowing your partner’s love language 
and letting them know yours is a way 
to help you both feel loved and appreci-
ated.

Maybe you and your wife could each 
read the book and figure out what her 
love language is. Yours is clearly physi-
cal touch, but maybe hers is something 
you’re not even aware of. Expressing 
your needs and listening to your wife’s 
needs will be an important step in rekin-
dling the closeness you used to feel.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.
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The LOCKHORNS

Covet God’s will more 
than anything else

TV & Entertainment Weekly | February 3 - 9, 2024 12 | Tuesday prime time
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
< Horse Camp: A Treasure Tail 
(‘23) Kristen Ryda, Rachel Sowers. 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Place for 
Miracles 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Billy 
Graham 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

FBI "God Complex" FBI: International
"Fencing the Mona Lisa"

FBI: Most Wanted "Bad 
Seed" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago Fire "You 
Choose" 

Chicago Fire "Make 
This Right" 

Chicago Fire "The 
Plunge" 

Chicago Fire "It Wasn't 
About Hockey" 

Chicago Fire "What I 
Saw" 

Chicago Fire "Fault in 
Him" 

Chicago Fire "Move a 
Wall" 

Chicago Fire "No Such 
Thing as Bad Luck" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
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PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 
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(N) 

Finding Your Roots
"Far and Away" (N) 

Masters Black female entertainers change American 
culture through films, fashion, music & politics. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding Your Roots 
"Far and Away" 

PBS 
WIPB 
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Becoming Frederick 
Douglass 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Finding Your Roots
"Far and Away" (N) 

Masters Black female entertainers change American 
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FOX 
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WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Name That Tune (N) The Floor (N) FOX 55 News First at 
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FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <++++ Star Wars: A New Hope <++++ Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back (‘80) Mark Hamill. <+++ Star Wars: Return of the Jedi (‘83) Harrison Ford, Mark Hamill. 
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E!  26 142 114 236 
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Movie 

<+++ The Blind Side (2009, Drama) Tim McGraw, Quinton Aaron, Sandra 
Bullock. 
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(N) 

Sex and 
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the City 
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PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
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Two and a 
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Two and a 
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Two and a 
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Two and a 
Half Men 

<++++ Titanic (1997, History) Kate Winslet, Billy Zane, Leonardo DiCaprio. < Movie

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter College Basketball Teams TBA Men's college 

basketball action. (L) (N) 
College Basketball Teams TBA Men's college 
basketball action. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live College Basketball Teams TBA (L) (N) Basketball Charlotte at South Florida (L) (N) College Basketball Saint Mary's at Pacific (L) (N) 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line Basketball 

(N) 
Pregame
(L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Houston Rockets at Indiana Pacers From 
Gainbridge Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. (L) (N) 

Postgame
(L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Houston Rockets at Indiana Pacers
From Gainbridge Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. 

World Poker WPT Cash 
Game - Part 2 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: SVU 
"Wednesday's Child" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Comic Perversion" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Gambler's Fallacy" 

WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove 
they've got what it takes. (L) (N) 

(:10) <++ Bad News Bears (2005, Comedy) Greg Kinnear,
Marcia Gay Harden, Billy Bob Thornton. (P) 

(:40) < Bad 
News Bears 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Moonshiners "The 
Drunkest President" 

Moonshiners "Quarter 
Ton of Backwoods Fun" 

Moonshine "Secrets of 
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Moonshiners Amanda tracks down a lost apple 
variety made famous by outlaw brandy. (N) 

Big Little Brawlers (N) Moonshiners "Zero 
Proof Spirits" 

Moonshiners
"Tennessee Spirit" 
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Stars" 
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Island "Chain Reaction"

The Curse of Oak 
Island "Plugged Up" 

Digging Deeper
"Digging Back In" (N) 

The Curse of Oak 
Island "Tea Time" (N) 

(:05) Cursed Waters
"Eye of the Cyclops" (N) 

(:05) The Curse of Oak 
Island "Plugged Up" 

(:05) Digging Deeper 
"Digging Back In" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Customer Customer Customer Customer RoadWars RoadWars 
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(4:00) < A Scottish Love 
Scheme Erica Durance. 

< Harvest Love (2017, Romance) Ryan Paevey,
Brenden Sunderland, Jen Lilley. 

< Hearts in the Game (2023, Romance) Marco 
Grazzini, Donia Kash, Erin Cahill. 
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Gold. Girls
"The Audit"
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SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:40) <++ I, Robot 
(‘04) Will Smith. 

(:10) <++ Men in Black 3 (2012, Action) Tommy Lee Jones,
Josh Brolin, Will Smith. 

<++ Moonfall (2022, Sci-Fi) Patrick Wilson, John Bradley, Halle Berry. (:25) <++++ Mad Max 2: The Road 
Warrior (‘81) Mel Gibson. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <+++ Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2
(‘17) Zoe Saldaña, Bradley Cooper, Chris Pratt. 

NBA Tip-
Off (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Dallas Mavericks at Brooklyn Nets From 
Barclays Center in Brooklyn, N.Y. (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Milwaukee Bucks at Phoenix Suns From 
Footprint Center in Phoenix. (L) (N) 

NBA on 
TNT (L) (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+++ The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (2013, Sci-Fi) Josh Hutcherson,
Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

<+++ The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 1 (2014, Sci-Fi)
Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

<+++ The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 2 (2015, Sci-Fi) 
Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office TBA South Park South Park South Park 
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(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR 

Hub (L) (N) 
College Basketball DePaul at St. John's From UBS 
Arena in Elmont, N.Y. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Butler at Connecticut From XL 
Center in Hartford, Conn. (L) (N) 

College Basketball San Diego State at Air Force
From Clune Arena in Colorado Springs, Colo. (L) (N)

TMZ 
Sports 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Crash & Learn" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Home Invasion" 9-1-1 "Tomorrow" 9-1-1 "Cursed" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Red Flag" 9-1-1 "In Another Life" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped (N) Chopped (N) Chopped Chopped Chopped
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Adventure Below Deck Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules (N) WatchWhat Southern Hospitality Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpu.. 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Hamster & Hamster & Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Villains Villains Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:30) < 10 
Things I H... 

<+++ Ferris Bueller's Day Off (1986, Comedy) Alan Ruck,
Mia Sara, Matthew Broderick. 

<+ The Waterboy (1998, Comedy) Kathy Bates,
Henry Winkler, Adam Sandler. 

Good Trouble "One 
Way or Another" (N) 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:25) <+++ Edge of 
Tomorrow Tom Cruise. 

(:20) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

(:20) Curb Your 
Enthusiasm 

<++ The Flash (2023, Action) Michael Keaton, Sasha Calle,
Ezra Miller. 

True Detective: Night 
Country 

Jerrod Carmichael: 
Rothaniel 

<+++ 
The Grey 

MAX  325  310 515 
<+ Scary Movie 2 (‘01) 
Shawn Wayans. 

(:20) <+++ Ingrid Goes West (‘17, Com.-Dra)
Elizabeth Olsen, O'Shea Jackson Jr., Aubrey Plaza. 

<+++ The New World (2005, History) Christian Bale,
Q'orianka Kilcher, Colin Farrell. 

(:25) <++ Ronin (1998, Action) Jean Reno,
Natascha McElhone, Robert De Niro. 

< Source 
Code 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) < The Forgiven 
(‘17) Forest Whitaker. 

<+++ Michael Clayton (2007, Drama) Tom 
Wilkinson, Tilda Swinton, George Clooney. 

The Woman in the Wall
"Knock Knock" 

< Kokomo City (‘23) (:15) Thriller 40 (:45) <++ Get Rich or Die Tryin' 
(‘05) Curtis "50 Cent" Jackson. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:15) < Margaux (‘22) 
Madison Pettis. 

<+++ The Long Kiss Goodnight (‘96) Samuel L. 
Jackson, Patrick Malahide, Geena Davis. (P) 

<+ Deception (‘08) Ewan McGregor, 
Michelle Williams, Hugh Jackman. (P) 

(:50) <+ Basic Instinct 2 (2006, Thriller) David 
Morrissey, Charlotte Rampling, Sharon Stone. 

(:45) < Dead for a Dollar (‘22) Willem 
Dafoe, Christoph Waltz. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: Is there a dif-
ference between coveting 
and longing? For me, I 
long to be filled with hap-
piness, instead I stay in a 
state of depression. I covet 
the happiness others have, 
yet I’ve been taught that 
coveting is a sin, so is it 
wrong to want happiness? 
– L.C.

Answer: There are 
many people who feel 
that something is missing 
in life and cannot seem 
to fill the void. Obtaining 
possessions, friends, and 
prestige still leaves them 
empty. They have a long-
ing that cannot be satis-
fied. They’ve tried every-
thing but have not submit-
ted to God.

Someone underwa-
ter longer than expect-
ed becomes desperate 
to reach the surface 

and breathe the air. The 
greater the time underwa-
ter, the more longing there 
is for a breath of air; the 
desire is overwhelming, 
and so the body rushes to 
the surface as rapidly as 
possible. There is no other 
thought but quenching the 
need for air.

This is what it means 
to “long for God,” to feel 
unfulfilled without Him. 
It means we know we des-
perately need Him, even 
more than we need air, 
and we yearn to be filled 
with His presence. “My 
heart and my flesh cry 
out for the living God.” 
God wants us to be satis-
fied with nothing less than 

Himself. And we are never 
more fulfilled than when 
we know Him.

The psalmist wrote, 
“My soul longs, yes … my 
heart and my flesh cry out 
for the living God” (Psalm 
84:2, NKJV). God will 
give a person a hunger for 
Him and we can experi-
ence knowing the fullness 
of Christ (see Ephesians 
4:13).

Covet God’s will more 
than anything else. To 
know God’s will — and 
to do it — is life’s greatest 
joy.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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At a crossroads in retirement
Dear Annie: I have three kids and 

four bonus kids. They are all adults and 
living great lives. Most of them live in 
the same city as my husband and me.

We want to downsize and move to a 
quieter town, but I don’t want to move 
far away from them. I like the connec-
tion of them coming for the holidays 
and birthdays or just stopping by. That 
will obviously change if we move far 
away (a few hours). I also want to be in 
the lives of any grandchildren we might 
have.

I just don’t know what to do. Hubby 
wants to move to the coast, a plane ride 
away, which seems so far for me. I also 
worry about being a lonely old widow 
not close to my family! My family lives 
in a different country, so the kids are all 
the family I have here. We currently live 
in a big city, so selling and moving is a 
big step, and we won’t be able to afford 
to come back.

I feel lost and sad as this next phase 
happens. — Lost in Confusion

Dear Lost in Confusion: I don’t think 
you are lost because I think you know 
what you want. You want to be close 
to your adult children and potential 
grandchildren. Being close to family is 
very important to you, and that makes 
more sense than isolating yourself hours 
away or even a plane ride away. Talk to 
your husband and ask him why he wants 
to move away. If he is tired of the big 
city, maybe you could compromise and 
try to budget in more vacations or time 
out of the city.

Home is where the heart is, and it 
sounds like your heart is with your chil-
dren, especially if you live far away 
from your family in a different country.

Dear Annie: My wonderful wife and 
I have been married for 40-plus years. 
We get along in almost every way, 
except needing affection.

I am medically retired, unable to 
work or drive; she works full-time and 
will retire in three years.

My problem is that when she gets 
home, she is not in the mood for giving 
or receiving affection. I hate to mention 
it to her, as she has a fragile sense of 
self-worth and will look on this as being 

another instance 
where she is not 
good  enough . 
For the record, I 
always hold her 
up.

I would give 
anything to be 
able to spend time 
holding her in my 
arms and cud-
dling. We used 
to have this, but 
when I left the 
workforce eight 
years ago, this all 
went away.

I love my wife 
but am afraid of spending the rest of my 
life starved for affection. What in the 
world can I do? I’m dying inside! — 
Needing Affection

Dear Needing Affection: Have you 
told your wife about your needs? There 
is a wonderful book by Gary Chapman 
called the “The Five Love Languages.” 
In the book, he describes five ways that 
people receive and express love in a 
relationship. These are words of affir-
mation, quality time, physical touch, 
acts of service and receiving gifts. 
Knowing your partner’s love language 
and letting them know yours is a way 
to help you both feel loved and appreci-
ated.

Maybe you and your wife could each 
read the book and figure out what her 
love language is. Yours is clearly physi-
cal touch, but maybe hers is something 
you’re not even aware of. Expressing 
your needs and listening to your wife’s 
needs will be an important step in rekin-
dling the closeness you used to feel.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

Covet God’s will more 
than anything else

TV & Entertainment Weekly | February 3 - 9, 2024 12 | Tuesday prime time

02/06 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
< Horse Camp: A Treasure Tail 
(‘23) Kristen Ryda, Rachel Sowers. 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Place for 
Miracles 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Billy 
Graham 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

FBI "God Complex" FBI: International
"Fencing the Mona Lisa"

FBI: Most Wanted "Bad 
Seed" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago Fire "You 
Choose" 

Chicago Fire "Make 
This Right" 

Chicago Fire "The 
Plunge" 

Chicago Fire "It Wasn't 
About Hockey" 

Chicago Fire "What I 
Saw" 

Chicago Fire "Fault in 
Him" 

Chicago Fire "Move a 
Wall" 

Chicago Fire "No Such 
Thing as Bad Luck" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Celebrity Wheel of 
Fortune 

Will Trent The Rookie "A Hole in 
the World" 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Night 
Court (N) 

Extended 
Family (N) 

La Brea "The Road 
Home, Part 1" (N) 

Quantum Leap "The 
Family Treasure" (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Dire 
Strayts" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago Fire Chicago Fire Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Inside the NFL Week 22

(N) 
Whose 
Line (N) 

Whose 
Line 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Becoming Frederick 
Douglass 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline
(N) 

Finding Your Roots
"Far and Away" (N) 

Masters Black female entertainers change American 
culture through films, fashion, music & politics. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding Your Roots 
"Far and Away" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Becoming Frederick 
Douglass 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Finding Your Roots
"Far and Away" (N) 

Masters Black female entertainers change American 
culture through films, fashion, music & politics. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding Your Roots 
"Far and Away" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Name That Tune (N) The Floor (N) FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Castle Castle Castle (:05) Castle (:05) Castle Castle

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <++++ Star Wars: A New Hope <++++ Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back (‘80) Mark Hamill. <+++ Star Wars: Return of the Jedi (‘83) Harrison Ford, Mark Hamill. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(3:00) < 
Movie 

<+++ The Blind Side (2009, Drama) Tim McGraw, Quinton Aaron, Sandra 
Bullock. 

< Movie E! News
(N) 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++++ Titanic (1997, History) Kate Winslet, Billy Zane, Leonardo DiCaprio. < Movie
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<++ Moonfall (2022, Sci-Fi) Patrick Wilson, John Bradley, Halle Berry. (:25) <++++ Mad Max 2: The Road 
Warrior (‘81) Mel Gibson. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <+++ Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2
(‘17) Zoe Saldaña, Bradley Cooper, Chris Pratt. 

NBA Tip-
Off (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Dallas Mavericks at Brooklyn Nets From 
Barclays Center in Brooklyn, N.Y. (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Milwaukee Bucks at Phoenix Suns From 
Footprint Center in Phoenix. (L) (N) 

NBA on 
TNT (L) (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+++ The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (2013, Sci-Fi) Josh Hutcherson,
Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

<+++ The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 1 (2014, Sci-Fi)
Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

<+++ The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 2 (2015, Sci-Fi) 
Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office TBA South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR 

Hub (L) (N) 
College Basketball DePaul at St. John's From UBS 
Arena in Elmont, N.Y. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Butler at Connecticut From XL 
Center in Hartford, Conn. (L) (N) 

College Basketball San Diego State at Air Force
From Clune Arena in Colorado Springs, Colo. (L) (N)

TMZ 
Sports 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Crash & Learn" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Home Invasion" 9-1-1 "Tomorrow" 9-1-1 "Cursed" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Red Flag" 9-1-1 "In Another Life" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped (N) Chopped (N) Chopped Chopped Chopped
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Adventure Below Deck Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules (N) WatchWhat Southern Hospitality Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpu.. 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Hamster & Hamster & Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Villains Villains Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:30) < 10 
Things I H... 

<+++ Ferris Bueller's Day Off (1986, Comedy) Alan Ruck,
Mia Sara, Matthew Broderick. 

<+ The Waterboy (1998, Comedy) Kathy Bates,
Henry Winkler, Adam Sandler. 

Good Trouble "One 
Way or Another" (N) 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:25) <+++ Edge of 
Tomorrow Tom Cruise. 

(:20) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

(:20) Curb Your 
Enthusiasm 

<++ The Flash (2023, Action) Michael Keaton, Sasha Calle,
Ezra Miller. 

True Detective: Night 
Country 

Jerrod Carmichael: 
Rothaniel 

<+++ 
The Grey 

MAX  325  310 515 
<+ Scary Movie 2 (‘01) 
Shawn Wayans. 

(:20) <+++ Ingrid Goes West (‘17, Com.-Dra)
Elizabeth Olsen, O'Shea Jackson Jr., Aubrey Plaza. 

<+++ The New World (2005, History) Christian Bale,
Q'orianka Kilcher, Colin Farrell. 

(:25) <++ Ronin (1998, Action) Jean Reno,
Natascha McElhone, Robert De Niro. 

< Source 
Code 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) < The Forgiven 
(‘17) Forest Whitaker. 

<+++ Michael Clayton (2007, Drama) Tom 
Wilkinson, Tilda Swinton, George Clooney. 

The Woman in the Wall
"Knock Knock" 

< Kokomo City (‘23) (:15) Thriller 40 (:45) <++ Get Rich or Die Tryin' 
(‘05) Curtis "50 Cent" Jackson. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:15) < Margaux (‘22) 
Madison Pettis. 

<+++ The Long Kiss Goodnight (‘96) Samuel L. 
Jackson, Patrick Malahide, Geena Davis. (P) 

<+ Deception (‘08) Ewan McGregor, 
Michelle Williams, Hugh Jackman. (P) 

(:50) <+ Basic Instinct 2 (2006, Thriller) David 
Morrissey, Charlotte Rampling, Sharon Stone. 

(:45) < Dead for a Dollar (‘22) Willem 
Dafoe, Christoph Waltz. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: Is there a dif-
ference between coveting 
and longing? For me, I 
long to be filled with hap-
piness, instead I stay in a 
state of depression. I covet 
the happiness others have, 
yet I’ve been taught that 
coveting is a sin, so is it 
wrong to want happiness? 
– L.C.

Answer: There are 
many people who feel 
that something is missing 
in life and cannot seem 
to fill the void. Obtaining 
possessions, friends, and 
prestige still leaves them 
empty. They have a long-
ing that cannot be satis-
fied. They’ve tried every-
thing but have not submit-
ted to God.

Someone underwa-
ter longer than expect-
ed becomes desperate 
to reach the surface 

and breathe the air. The 
greater the time underwa-
ter, the more longing there 
is for a breath of air; the 
desire is overwhelming, 
and so the body rushes to 
the surface as rapidly as 
possible. There is no other 
thought but quenching the 
need for air.

This is what it means 
to “long for God,” to feel 
unfulfilled without Him. 
It means we know we des-
perately need Him, even 
more than we need air, 
and we yearn to be filled 
with His presence. “My 
heart and my flesh cry 
out for the living God.” 
God wants us to be satis-
fied with nothing less than 

Himself. And we are never 
more fulfilled than when 
we know Him.

The psalmist wrote, 
“My soul longs, yes … my 
heart and my flesh cry out 
for the living God” (Psalm 
84:2, NKJV). God will 
give a person a hunger for 
Him and we can experi-
ence knowing the fullness 
of Christ (see Ephesians 
4:13).

Covet God’s will more 
than anything else. To 
know God’s will — and 
to do it — is life’s greatest 
joy.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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Wish your Sweetie 
Happy Valentines Day!

~Stop in before Feb. 9~
You can include a picture too!

Will publish Feb. 14 News-Banner!

$33.00
Size: 2 col. (3.4”) x 3”

$23.00
Size: 1 col. 

(1.625”) x 3”

SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Specializing in:
•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines
•	All	Inclusive	

Resorts

SPOTLIGHT
Put your 
business

in the

Call 824-0224

LIN’S LOCK &
 KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Commercial - Business 
Home - Industrial

Electronic Locks - Keypads 
Safes • Handicap openers 

Camera Surveillance

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

 Radio Controls
 1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

 Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

 CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Al Pfister
Sale Manager

Call Al • 260-760-8922
Email: auction@adamswells.com

Auction Marketing Specialists Since 1944

1-800-451-2709
www.schraderauction.com

1169 N. Main St. Ste. 14 Bluffton, IN

30 Years Experience 
Land, Farms, Farm 

Equipment, Estate Sales
Gyro Nachos

Tues., Feb. 6 & 
Wed., Feb. 7

Chicken 
Costoletta

Fri., Feb. 9 & 
Sat., Feb. 10

SpeCialS

205 W. Market St.
Bluffton, iN

Mon-Sat 10am - 3am • Closed Sunday

By STEPHEN GROVES 
and MARY CLARE JALONICK 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Facing a tor-

rent of criticism from conservatives, Senate 
Republicans on Monday distanced them-
selves from a bipartisan proposal intended 
to clamp down on illegal border crossings, 
signaling a likely defeat in Congress that 
would leave leaders with no clear path to 
approve wartime aid for Ukraine.

Senate negotiators on Sunday night 
released a $118 billion package of bor-
der enforcement policy and funding for 
Ukraine, Israel and other U.S. allies, hoping 
that the details would win over skeptics. The 
bill represented a rightward tilt in Senate 
negotiations over border measures, yet the 
backlash was intense from conservatives. 
They savaged the border policy proposal as 
insufficient, with former President Donald 
Trump leading the charge.

“This is a gift to the Democrats. And this 
sort of is a shifting of the worst border in 
history onto the shoulders of Republicans,” 
Trump, the likely Republican presidential 
nominee, said Monday on “The Dan Bongi-
no Show.” “That’s really what they want. 
They want this for the presidential election 
so they can now blame the Republicans for 
the worst border in history.”

Many Senate Republicans — even those 
who have expressed support for Ukraine aid 
and the contours of the border policy chang-
es — raised doubts Monday they would 
support the package. A private Republican 
meeting was scheduled in the evening to 
discuss it.

Sen. Roger Wicker, a Mississippi Repub-
lican, exited a meeting with other GOP lead-
ers and told reporters, “I think the proposal 
is dead.”

Still, Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer moved toward a key test vote on 
Wednesday.

“The actions here in the next few days 
are an inflection point in history,” the New 
York Democrat said in a floor speech Mon-
day afternoon. “The security of our nation 
and of the world hangs in the balance.”

Schumer worked closely with Senate 
Republican Leader Mitch McConnell on 
the border security package after the Ken-
tucky Republican had insisted on the pair-
ing as a way to win support for Ukraine aid. 
The Democratic leader urged his colleagues 
across the aisle to “tune out the political 
noise” and vote yes.

“For years, years our Republican col-
leagues have demanded we fix the border. 
And all along they said it should be done 
through legislation. Only recently did they 
change that when it looks like we might 
actually produce legislation,” he said.

Both leaders have emphasized for 
months the urgency of approving tens of bil-
lions of dollars for Ukraine’s fight, saying 
that the U.S.’s ability to buttress democra-
cies around the world was at stake. Yet with 
the funding stuck in Congress, the Defense 
Department has halted shipments of ammu-
nition and missiles to Kyiv.

McConnell said in a floor speech that 
“it’s now time for Congress to take action” 
to meet global challenges, even as he 
decried President Joe Biden’s handling of 
the border that has seen historic numbers of 
migrants crossing illegally.

“The gaping hole in our nation’s sover-
eign borders on President Biden’s watch 
is not going to heal itself,” the Republican 
leader said.

Biden, speaking to reporters at a Las 
Vegas meeting with members of a culi-
nary union, noted that Congress has not 
approved his funding requests for more 
Border Patrol agents and immigration judg-
es to handle the number of migrants. “We 
need help,” he said. “Why won’t they give 
me the help?”

“Everything in that bipartisan bill gives 
me control,” Biden said, adding that he was 
disappointed the border legislation does not 
address the fate of immigrants who as chil-
dren entered the U.S. without authorization.

House Speaker Mike Johnson has 
already called the proposal “dead on arriv-
al” if it passes the Senate, but Biden urged 
the Republican speaker to “pay attention to 
what the Senate’s doing.”

Zelenskyy signals a shakeup of 
military leadership is imminent 

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he 
is thinking about dismissing the country’s 
top military officer as part of a broader 
leadership shakeup, a possibility that 
has shocked the nation fighting a war to 
end Russia’s invasion and also worried 
Ukraine’s Western allies.

Zelenskyy confirmed in an interview 
with Italian broadcaster RAI TV released 
late Sunday that he was thinking about 
removing Gen. Valerii Zaluzhnyi, the 
popular commander-in-chief of Ukraine’s 
armed forces. He said he was contem-
plating the move to ensure the country 
remains led by individuals who are “con-
vinced of victory” against Russia.

“A reset, a new beginning is neces-
sary,” Zelenskyy said. The review is “not 
about a single person but about the direc-
tion of the country’s leadership.”

“I’m thinking about this replacement, 
but you can’t say here we replaced a sin-
gle person,” Zelenskyy said. “When we 
talk about this, I mean a replacement of a 
series of state leaders, not just in a single 
sector like the military. If we want to win, 
we must all push in the same direction, 
convinced of victory. We cannot be dis-
couraged, let our arms fall. We must have 
the right positive energy.”

Zelenskyy’s comments were his first 
acknowledgement of Zaluzhnyi,’s pos-
sible firing. The potential ouster of the 
general already has caused an uproar in 
Ukraine and delighted the Kremlin as the 
war approaches its second anniversary.

Zaluzhnyi is widely respected among 
Ukrainian service members and consid-
ered a national hero. He is credited with 
stalling Russia’s full-scale invasion in the 
early days of the war and expertly push-
ing back Moscow’s troops.

Kyiv Mayor Vitalii Klitschko criti-
cized the possibility of Zaluzhnyi’s firing, 
saying it was due to the general’s leader-
ship that “many Ukrainians truly trust the 
armed forces.”

“Today is a moment when politics 
might prevail over reason and coun-
try’s interests,” Klitschko said on social 
media. The mayor of Ukraine’s capital 
city has been a vocal critic of Zelen-
skyy. The presidency in turn has accused 
Klitschko’s office of inefficiencies.

It is unclear who might replace Zalu-
zhnyi and if his successor would com-
mand the same level of respect from 
Ukraine’s troops and foreign defense 
leaders. His firing could risk degrading 
morale at a critical time in the war.

According to Ukrainian and Western 
media reports, Zelenskyy asked Zaluzh-
nyi to resign last week, but the general 
refused. Zaluzhnyi has not commented 
publicly on the reports.

Tensions between him and the presi-
dent have been rising since a much antic-
ipated Ukrainian counteroffensive, which 
was launched in June with the help of an 
array of Western weapons, failed to pro-
duce major territory gains in Russian-
occupied areas, disappointing allies.

Ukraine now is grappling with ammu-
nition and personnel shortages while 
Russia is on the offensive, mounting 
relentless attacks. Four people were 
killed and at least one was injured in a 
Monday afternoon strike over the city of 
Kherson in southern Ukraine, the head of 
the local military administration said.

The need for a broad mobilization to 
beef up the number of Ukrainian troops 
has reportedly been one of the areas of 
disagreement between Zelenskyy and 
Zaluzhnyi.

Senate GOP distance selves from border bill, leaving aid for Ukraine in doubt

NEW YORK (AP) — While the U.S. 
economy is broadly healthy, pockets of 
Americans have run through their sav-
ings and run up their credit card balanc-
es after battling inflation for more than 
two years.

Experts worry that members of these 
groups -- mostly lower- and middle-income 
Americans, who tend to be renters -- are 
falling behind on their debts and could face 
further deterioration of their financial health 
in the year ahead, particularly those who 
have recently resumed paying off student 
loans.

“The U.S. economy is currently perform-
ing better than most forecasters expected a 
year ago, thanks in large part to a resilient 
consumer,” wrote Shernette McLoud, an 
economist with TD Economics, in a report 
issued Wednesday. “However, more recently 
that spending is increasingly being financed 
by credit cards.”

Americans held more than $1.05 trillion 
on their credit cards in the third quarter of 
2023, a record, and a figure certain to grow 
once the fourth-quarter data is released 
by Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. next 
month. A recent report from the credit rating 
company Moody’s showed that credit card 
delinquency rates and charge-off rates, or 
the percent of loans that a bank believes will 
never be repaid, are now well above their 
2019 levels and are expected to keep climb-
ing.

These worrisome metrics coincide with 
the average interest rate on a bank credit 
card of roughly 21.5 percent, the highest it’s 
been since the Federal Reserve started track-
ing the data in 1994.

“Overall, the consumer is credit healthy. 
However, the reality is that there are starting 
to be some significant signs of stress,” said 
Silvio Tavares, president and CEO of Van-
tageScore, one of the country’s two major 
credit scoring systems.

Most analyses of Americans’ financial 

health tend to tell a tale of two consumers. 
On one side are the roughly two-thirds of 
Americans who own their homes and those 
who’ve invested in the stock market and 
done substantially well. They generally had 
the savings cushion necessary to weather 
high inflation. Delinquency rates on single-
family homes remain at near historic lows 
and home prices have continued to climb.

But for the rest of America, things are 
looking rough.

“You have these noticeable pockets of 
consumers -- mostly middle- and lower-
income renters who have not benefitted 
from the wealth effect of higher housing 
prices and stock prices -- who are feeling 
financial stress and that’s driving up these 
delinquency levels. They’ve been hit very 
hard by inflation,” said Warren Kornfeld, 
a senior vice president at Moody’s, in an 
interview.

Kornfeld, who co-wrote a report last 
week looking at the climbing levels of delin-
quencies, expects them to keep climbing 
this year.

Consumers’ financial health could play a 
big role in the 2024 election. President Joe 
Biden is running in part on his efforts to 
bring down costs for U.S. families. Republi-
cans counter that Biden is to blame for high-
er costs in the first place.

One way to gauge this bifurcation of 
the American economy is by looking at the 
results of some major credit card compa-
nies. The customers of Capital One, Dis-
cover Financial and Synchrony have his-
torically been those with lower credit scores, 
while American Express typically serves the 
wealthiest and well-to-do.

At Synchrony Bank, the largest issuer of 
retail co-brand credit cards, the charge-off 
rate jumped from 3.5 percent to 5.6 percent 
in a year. Meanwhile, roughly 4.7 percent of 
Synchrony customers are 30 days or more 
behind on their bills, which is also up from 
a year ago.

Some Americans have become 
saddled with credit card debt as rent 
and everyday prices remain high


