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Ossian man
held here on
Kentucky
allegations

By SYDNEY KENT

A man from Ossian was arrest-
ed on charges related to a human
trafficking case in Hopkinsville,
Kentucky, last week.

According to a press release
from Indiana State Police on
Monday, Zavian Leon Jones, 23,
was apprehended on one count of
human trafficking, one count of
the use of a minor under 16 in a
sexual per-
formance,
and four
counts of
procur-
ing a minor
by electric
means.

Ossian
Police Chief
Kurt Jack
explained
that the ISP
and the Inter-
net Crimes
Against Children Task Force
reached out to his department
approximately three weeks ago to
request information about Jones.

Aside from a few minor inter-
actions, such as a vehicle lockout,
Jack noted nothing of significance
in Jones’s interactions with the
department.

Jack said that the warrant was
executed during a traffic stop.
Afterwards, Jones was taken to be
interviewed by detectives at the
Ossian Police Department before
being booked at the Wells County
Jail.

It is unclear if Jones has waived
extradition at this time.

The Hopkinsville Police
Department was identified as the
lead agency on this case. Also
assisting in the investigation was
the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security Investigations, U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Patrol/Protection,
the Wells County Prosecutor’s
Office, and the Fort Wayne Police
Department.

sydney@news-banner.com

Zavian Leon
Jones

Rising river

A combination of rain
and melting snow has
caused the Wabash
River (measured at

the Main Street bridge,
pictured) to raise nearly
two feet on Monday,
starting at 4.75 feet
deep in the early morn-
ing and ending at 6.5
feet deep in the evening.
The river measured
just over 3 feet deep
early Sunday morning.
More rain and snow
are expected Tuesday,
but no precipitation is
expected the rest of the
week. (Photo by Holly
Gaskill)

Hoosiers are flocking to ACA coverage

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Hundreds of thousands of Hoosiers recently
transferred into the Affordable Care Act Health
Insurance Marketplace, many of them first-
time users of the program. Part of that growth
is likely due to Indiana’s unwinding of Med-
icaid coverage, or the review of millions of
enrolled Hoosiers to redetermine benefits.

“It remains to be seen, but my hope is that
the increased ACA enrollment rates reflect
people successfully moving into the market-
place and maintaining or continuing coverage,”
said Tracey Hutchings-Goetz, the communica-
tions and policy director for Hoosier Action.

Nearly 300,000 Hoosiers secured health
insurance coverage through the ACA Market-
place during the open enrollment period for
2024, part of the record 21.3 million consum-
ers nationally utilizing the program for the
upcoming year.

Indiana’s enrollment increased by 60% —
from 185,354 to 295,772 Hoosiers — between
2023 and 2024, the fourth-highest percent
increase for signups in the nation, according to
an analysis from KFF, an organization with a
focus on health care policy.

According to data from the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services, the 21.3 mil-
lion Americans using the ACA Marketplace

The number of Hoosiers enrolled in an ACA Marketplace health insurance plan grew as the state
unwinds Medicaid enrollment. (Getty Images)

included 5 million, or 24%, of people who
were new to the process while the remaining
16.3 million were renewals. That data doesn’t
yet include a breakdown state-by-state and
some states still have open enrollment.

But Hutchings-Goetz shared stories of con-
fusion from enrollees about the process over-
seen by the Family and Social Services Admin-
istration and paperwork errors that terminated
their insurance coverage. And the “handoff”
between Medicaid and the ACA Marketplace

isn’t always smooth.

“We continue to be watching closely, the
paperwork errors, system glitches and issues
with notices and are continuing to work with
FSSA to try to resolve as many of these issues
as we can,” Hutchings-Goetz said. “It is entire-
ly incumbent upon the person to go and pursue
that additional coverage... So we’re cautiously
hopeful that there is a higher number of people
maintaining coverage.”

(Continued on Page 2)

Inflation has slowed. Will the Fed cut its borrowing rates?

By CHRISTOPHER
RUGABER

AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — Chair
Jerome Powell will enter this
week’s Federal Reserve meeting
in a much more desirable posi-
tion than he likely ever expected:
Inflation is getting close to the
Fed’s target rate, the economy is
still growing at a healthy pace,
consumers keep spending and the

unemployment rate is near a half-
century low.

A year ago, most economists
had envisioned a much darker
outlook. As the Fed raised inter-
est rates at the fastest pace in
four decades to fight high infla-
tion, most economists warned of a
recession, possibly a painful one,
with waves of layoffs and rising
unemployment. Even the Fed’s
own economists had projected that

the economy would sink into a
recession in 2023.

The unexpectedly rosy picture
— one that’s sure to be subject to
heated debate in the 2024 presi-
dential race — may have left some
Fed officials saddled by uncer-
tainty. With their frameworks for
assessing the economy upended
by the pandemic and its aftermath,
it’s hard to know whether the
economy’s healthy conditions can

By ISABELLA VOLMERT
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —
Some Indiana officials, includ-
ing the attorney general and the
secretary of state, could carry
handguns in the state Capitol
under a bill approved Mon-
day by state lawmakers, who
already can do so inside the
complex.

The new bill authored by a
Republican lawmaker would
allow the state attorney gen-
eral, secretary of state, treasurer

State officials might carry guns at Capitol

and comptroller and their staff
members to carry a handgun if
they are not otherwise barred
by state or federal law.

The bill now advances to the
House.

Guns are allowed in U.S.
statehouses in some form in
21 states, according to a 2021
review by The Associated
Press.

Indiana State Treasurer Dan-
iel Elliott testified in favor of
the bill this month.

“I believe it is something

elected officials should be able
to decide for their own staff,”
he told lawmakers.

retary of state and comptroller

Representatives for Secretary
of State Diego Morales and
Attorney General Todd Rokita
confirmed their support.

this legislation because we
have a Constitutional right
to keep and bear arms in this

The attorney general, sec-

support the bill, Elliott said.

“Our office fully supports

(Continued on Page 2)

endure.

“It almost feels like what we
saw in the second half of last
year was too good to be true,”
said Nathan Sheets, chief global
economist at Citi and a former Fed
economist. “When things are too
good to be true, you want to try to
scratch the surface and say, how
durable is this?”

Some Fed officials have raised
similar questions and expressed

caution about their next moves.
When they last met in December,
the Fed’s 19 policymakers who
participate in interest-rate deci-
sions said they expected to cut
their benchmark rate three times
this year. Yet the timing of those
rate cuts, which would lead to
lower borrowing costs for con-
sumers and businesses, remains
uncertain.
(Continued on Page 2)

Death of girl brings house
fire’s toll to six siblings

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP)
— An 1l1-year-old girl who was
hospitalized for burns following
a northern Indiana house fire has
died, bringing the fire’s death toll
to six children, all of them sib-
lings, authorities said Monday.

Angel Smith died Friday at
Riley Hospital for Children in
Indianapolis, the Marion County
Coroner’s Office said in a Monday
update. Her death was confirmed
one day after a vigil was held in
South Bend for the six victims of
the Jan. 21 fire.

Fire officials said the siblings
were trapped by flames on the
home’s second floor in South
Bend, a city of about 100,000 just
south of the Michigan state line.
Their father survived the blaze
and is recovering from his injuries,
said Suzie Krill, a spokesperson
for the South Bend Fire Depart-
ment.

He had told firefighters that he
tried to rescue the children but was
forced back by heavy smoke and
wind-driven flames, South Bend

(Continued on Page 2)
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ACA coverage

(Continued from Page 1)

Unwinding COVID-19 Medicaid
waivers

During the COVID-19 pandemic,
the federal government directed states
not to kick anyone off of their Medic-
aid rolls as millions lost their jobs and
insurance coverage in exchange for
enhanced federal funds. In Indiana,
enrollment swelled from 1.5 million in
February of 2020 to over 2.3 million in
April of 2023, the last month of protec-
tions.

Since that time, the Family and
Social Services Administration has
reported that it reviewed more than one
million Hoosiers’ Medicaid coverage.
Of those, just over half — 540,185,
or 53% — have been renewed while
another 25% — 255,561 — are main-
taining their coverage while FSSA
reviews their cases.

Indiana is among a handful of states
that automatically enroll children in the
Children’s Health Insurance Program
should they no longer qualify for Med-
icaid. Prior to the unwinding process,
KFF ranked Indiana highly for having
policies — such as the above — that
encourage continuous coverage.

As of December, there are just over
2 million Hoosiers still enrolled in
Medicaid and over 383,000 Hoosiers
have fallen off of the Medicaid rolls.

A consistent concern for advocates
in the early months of the unwinding
process were the high rates of proce-
dural disenrollments, so-called paper-
work errors that could deny someone
coverage who actually qualified.

“At the end of the day, the major-
ity of our disenrollments continue to
be procedural, which means that those
people may still be eligible ... but due
to some paperwork error — materials
not getting in by the right deadline or
materials getting lost in processing —
they’ve been kicked off,” Hutchings-
Goetz said. “This can have some pretty
devastating consequences for people.
We’ve spoken to Medicaid members
who, when they lose coverage, they
have had to make decisions like ration-
ing medication ... they’ve had to can-
cel doctor’s appointments.”

Nearly one in five Hoosiers previ-
ously on Medicaid, 190,834 or 19%,
were terminated for procedural rea-
sons. KFF reports that Indiana’s disen-
rollment rate due to procedural reasons
is higher than its peer states, at 81%

Inflation

compared to the national average of
71%.

Members who lose coverage have
the right to appeal that decision and
Hutchings-Goetz recommended that
Hoosiers going through the process uti-
lize the state’s health care navigators.

Of those disenrolled, another
32910, or 3%, of enrollees were deter-
mined ineligible and some of those
were transferred to the ACA Market-
place but the state’s breakdown doesn’t
include how many.

Could more Hoosiers lose their
coverage after the unwinding pro-
cess?

Hutchings-Goetz flagged another
post-pandemic change unrelated to the
nationwide process that could impact
Hoosier access to insurance: Indiana’s
re-introduction of premiums for some
Medicaid beneficiaries.

“We’re really concerned about this
because everyone who has enrolled in
(the) Healthy Indiana Plan since the
pandemic protections has never had to
pay premiums so there is a very signifi-
cant amount of Medicaid HIP mem-
ber education that needs to happen,”
Hutchings-Goetz said.

The Managed Care Entities con-
tracted by the state offer several dif-
ferent types of insurance packages for
members but, for those in HIP, certain
Hoosiers can access HIP Plus by mak-
ing a monthly POWER Account con-
tribution.

Those who make between 100-
133% of the Federal Poverty Level, or
between $31,200-41,496 for a family
of four, are required to make these con-
tributions in order to stay enrolled. This
requirement, which impacts between
14-19% of HIP enrollees, was waived
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

But FSSA told the CMS that it
would bring those charges back some-
time in 2024 — something the federal
agency had concerns about.

“Evidence on the effects of premi-
ums in Medicaid ... suggest that pre-
miums beyond those authorized under
Medicaid statute may reduce access
to coverage and care among the popu-
lation that Medicaid is designed to
serve,” read a December letter from
CMS to FSSA’s Medicaid Director
Cora Steinmetz. “Beneficiaries who
are subject to premiums appear to
experience greater disruptions in Med-
icaid coverage and exhibit lower initial

rates of enrollment.”

CMS noted that between Febru-
ary 2015 and November 2016, over
half of all beneficiaries, or 324,840
Hoosiers, required to make POWER
contributions missed at least one pay-
ment, of which 88%, or 286,914, were
put onto HIP Basic and 4%, or 13,550,
were disenrolled. The remaining 14%,
or 46,176, were those who applied for
HIP Plus and were accepted but didn’t
make the initial payment.

Several states’ worth of beneficia-
ries say the process of charging pre-
miums is confusing in addition to the
challenge of meeting that monthly
payment. But Hutchings-Goetz noted
another layer of confusion for Hoosier
participants.

“HIP premiums have often been
paid by charity organizations on behalf
of individuals and that charity network
is no longer intact,” Hutchings-Goetz
said.

Previously, those organizations
included churches, housing advocacy
groups, and even charitable hospital
care programs, she said.

“I think it’s an important part of
the story to highlight because we’ve
always been told that the reason to
have HIP premium payments is that it
teaches people to take responsibility
for their own health care coverage. But
if many of those payments are made
by charity organizations on half of
individuals because individuals are so
confused by the program, then it seems
like it is completely failing,” Hutch-
ings-Goetz said.

In the last few years, Congress
increased subsidies and struck the
premium requirement for individu-
als making up the 150% of the federal
poverty level, or $46,800 for a family
of four, in the ACA Marketplace. That
means that poorer Hoosiers will be
paying premiums while their slightly
wealthier peers pay nothing.

This rule also disproportionate-
ly cuts off Black Hoosiers, young-
er enrollees and those with lower
incomes, CMS added.

“CMS continues to have concerns
with premium requirements...,” the
CMS letter said.

The letter concluded by saying that
CMS would not take action “act this
time ... to minimize disruptions to the
state’s unwinding efforts” but didn’t
rule out future action.

(Continued from Page 1)

Most economists say
they expect the first rate cut
to occur in May or June,
though a cut at the Fed’s
March meeting is not off the
table. The timing of rate cuts
will almost certainly be the
top issue at the Fed’s two-
day meeting, which ends
Wednesday. The Fed is all
but sure to announce after
the meeting that it’s leaving
its key rate unchanged at
about 5.4%, where it’s stood
since July, its highest point
in 22 years.

The Fed’s consideration
of rate cuts is taking place
against an intensifying presi-
dential campaign as Presi-
dent Joe Biden seeks re-
election with the economy
a polarizing issue. Rate cuts
have the potential to pro-
voke an attack from former
President Donald Trump,
who nominated Powell to be
Fed chair but later publicly
assailed him for raising rates
during the Trump presidency
and demanded that he lower
them. Trump might view
any Fed rate cuts carried out
this year as aiding Biden’s
prospects in November.

At a news conference

last month, Powell said:
“We don’t think about poli-
tics. We think about what’s
the right thing to do for the
economy.”

On Wednesday, the Fed’s
policymakers could signal
that they’re close to cutting
rates by adjusting the lan-
guage in the statement they
issue after each meeting. In
December, the statement
still suggested that the offi-
cials were willing to con-
sider more rate increases.
Removing or altering that
language in this week’s
statement would signal that
they’re shifting to a new
approach, focused on rate
cuts.

The Fed’s aggressive
streak of 11 rate hikes,
beginning in March 2022,
was intended to tame infla-
tion, which peaked in June
2022 — according to the
central bank’s preferred
gauge — at 7.1%. But data
released Friday showed that
over the past six months,
inflation has fallen all the
way back to the Fed’s 2%
annual target level. In the
past three months, year-
over-over inflation that
excludes volatile food and
energy costs has dropped to

just 1.5%.

Yet Fed officials are
expected to wait for at least
a few months, to try to build
confidence that inflation has
been truly beaten, before
they start reducing rates.

Christopher Waller, an
influential member of the
Fed’s governing board,
sounded a note of caution in
a recent speech.

“Inflation of 2% is our
goal,” he said. “But that goal
cannot be achieved for just a
moment in time. It must be
sustained.”

Waller has previously
referred to having been
“head-faked” on inflation.
On more than one occa-
sion, when initial govern-
ment reports had indicated
that inflation was falling,
subsequent revisions to
the data showed that price
increases actually remained
high. In his speech, Waller
mentioned the government’s
upcoming revisions of infla-
tion data, to be released on
Feb. 9, as a report he will be
watching closely.

It’s possible that inflation
could stay undesirably high,
especially if the economy
remains strong, which could
cause the Fed to leave rates
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unchanged. Fed officials
have said that as long as the
economy stays healthy, they
can take time before cutting
rates.

Average paychecks are
still increasing at about 4%
to 4.5% annually, and apart-
ment rental prices are still
rising faster than they did
before the pandemic.
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Weather

Tuesday, Jan. 30, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:32 p.m. Monday)
High: 36; Low: 32; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 6.49

feet at 9 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast

Tuesday: Rain and snow, mainly before 11 a.m. High
near 36. South wind 5 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20
mph. Chance of precipitation is 80%. New snow accumula-
tion of less than a half inch possible.

Tuesday night: A slight chance of rain and snow before
10 p.m. Cloudy, with a low around 32. Northwest wind
around 5 mph. Chance of precipitation is 20%.

Wednesday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 41. North-

west wind 5 to 10 mph.

Wednesday night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 33.
Southwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Thursday: Partly sunny, with a high near 49.

Thursday night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 33.

Friday: Partly sunny, with a high near 43.

Friday night: Mostly clear, with a low around 27.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 44.

Saturday night: Mostly clear, with a low around 27.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 44.

Sunday night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 27.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 42.

State officials

(Continued from Page 1)

nation,” Rokita’s office said
in a statement. “We believe
this is a commonsense mea-
sure to promote safety that
deserves quick passage.”

Individual offices can
write their own policies
regarding carrying a hand-
gun, the legislation says.

According to Indiana
law, members of the general
assembly and their staff who
possess a valid license to
carry a handgun may do so
in the state Capitol and on
the complex grounds.

Death of girl

(Continued from Page 1)

Fire Chief Carl Buchanon
said last week.

The five other children
killed in the fire were pre-
viously identified as three
boys — Demetris Smith,
10; Deontay Smith, 5; and
D’Angelo Smith, 4; and two
girls, Davida Smith, 9; and
Faith Smith, 17 months.

Krill said Monday that
the cause of the deadly fire
remains under investigation
by South Bend fire inves-
tigators and the Indiana
Department of Homeland
Security.

During a vigil held Sun-
day outside the burned home
for the six children, white,
pink and blue balloons were
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Indiana in 2022 repealed
a state law requiring a permit
to carry a handgun in pub-
lic. The new bill advanced
Monday would also roll
back the license requirement
for members of the General
Assembly and their staffs on
Capitol grounds.

Metal detectors are in
place at public entrances on
Capitol grounds.

State employees with a
valid access badge do not
have to walk through the
metal detectors to enter the
buildings.

released for the siblings,
their names were recited and
prayers were offered.

Lynn Coleman, a South
Bend community leader,
said the deadly fire was dif-
ficult to comprehend.

“You know, people say,
‘What happened?’ It doesn’t
matter. It won’t bring those
six babies back,” Coleman
told WNDU-TV.

TELL US
WHAT YOU
THINK!
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Harold Duane Arnold, 90

Harold Duane Arnold, 90, of
Bluffton, passed Sunday morn-
ing, Jan 28, 2024, at Christian
Care Retirement Community.

Harold was born on Aug.
21, 1933, in Liberty Township,
Wells County, the son of Luster
Arnold and Gertrude (Reese)
Arnold.

He graduated from Rock-
creek High School in Wells
County with the Class of 1951.

He entered service in the U.S.
Army in 1954 and was later honorably
discharged.

Harold married Marjorie A. Jennings on
March 3, 1956, in Markle. He worked as
a typesetter for the Bluffton News-Banner
for 26 years, was a realtor with McBride
Reality for many years and then finished
his working career as a custodian for the
Northern Wells Community Schools sys-
tem.

Harold was a member of the Markle
Church of Christ.

Survivors include his wife of 66 years,
Marjorie, of Bluffton. They had two sons,
Kent (Linda) Arnold of Decatur, and Ste-
ven Arnold of Bluffton; and two daugh-
ters, Kelli Arnold of Indianapolis, and

Willard F. Lechleitner, 86

Willard F. Lechleitner, 86, of
Huntington, passed away on
Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024, at
Markle Health and Rehab.

Willie was born in Fort
Wayne, on Jan. 7, 1938; he
was a son of the late Willard
August and Vera (Grabemeyer)
Lechleitner.

Willie was a retired GTE/
Verizon Lineman after 38
years of service. He loved
country ballroom and ballroom
dancing, NASCAR racing and fishing.
Willie enjoyed going on road trips no
matter where you went.

One of his greatest adventures was
his trip to Japan in 2002. Willie was a
dedicated volunteer for Drum and Bugle
Corp competitions.

He was a fun-loving husband, father
and grandfather, with a lot of joy in his
heart. Willie laughed and shared his
love with everyone he met. He was very
much loved and will be deeply missed,

G. Allan Penrod, 85

G. Allan Penrod, 85, a longtime Bluffton
resident, passed away Monday afternoon,
Jan. 29, 2024, at Heritage Pointe in War-
ren.

Jodi Arnold of Bluffton. They
also had nine grandchildren,
two step-grandchildren, and 21
great-grandchildren.

Harold was preceded in death
by his parents, Luster and Ger-
trude Arnold; his brothers Dale
Arnold, Bob Arnold, and Max
Arnold; and his sister, Marjorie
Spoolstra.

Visitation will take place from
6-8 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 1,
2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lem-
ler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Funeral services will take place at 10:30
a.m. on Friday, Feb. 2, 2024, at the funer-
al home with calling after 10 a.m. Pastor
Gerald Moreland will officiate. Burial will
follow at EIm Grove Cemetery in Bluffton.

Memorials may be made in Harold’s
memory to the Markle Church of Christ or
to the Golden Apple Unit at Christian Care
Retirement Community and can be direct-
ed to the funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the Lemler fam-
ily of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home
in Bluffton. Friends can send online con-
dolences to the family at www.thomarich.
com

especially his smiles by his
family and friends.

Willie is survived by his wife
of 29 years, Joyce Lechleitner;
daughters, Christine Hoover,
Kimberly (Shane) Dafforn,
Dawn (Scott) Studebaker, Laurie
Elliott, Amber Johnson; sons,
Kelly (Suthin) Carney, Jeremy
and Joshua (Bethany) Carney;
along with 19 grandchildren;
18 great-grandchildren; and
sister, Sandra Good.

He was also preceded in passing by
his first wife, Lorain Lechleitner; and
grandson, Darrian Carney.

A celebration of life will be held at noon
on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, at the Living
Faith Missionary Church, 17718 Bluffton
Road in Yoder, with visitation one hour
prior.

Contributions in Willie’s memory may
be made to Heart-to-Heart Hospice.
Condolences may be left online at www.
elzey-patterson-rodak.com

Funeral arrangements are pending at
this time with the Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths.
“Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of death,

Police Notebook

CITY

Incidents

Wednesday, 4:54 p.m.,
McDonald’s. Caller report-
ed someone went through
drive-thru and intimidated
her son with a gun on his lap
the day before.

Wednesday, 5:07 p.m.,
Valley Park Apartments.
Caller reported verbal alter-
cation over parking space.

Wednesday, 8:28 p.m.,
400 block of West Market
Street. Caller reported possi-
bly intoxicated man tried to
get into their house. Unable
to locate.

Wednesday, 8:31 p.m.,
Life Community Church.
Report that a juvenile drove
into tree on South Oak
Street at Central Avenue
intersection.

Wednesday, 10:35 p.m.,
300 block of Capri Court.
Caller reported they found
pills in the hallway, unsure
who they belong to or what
they are.

Thursday, 9:32 a.m.,
Bluffton Harrison Middle
School. Student found in
possession of vape.

Thursday, 2:50 p.m.,
American Axle and Manu-
facturing. Officer request-
ed to standby during shift
change.

Thursday, 4:18 p.m., 200
block of East Market Street.
Subject requested to speak
to officer regarding potential
fraud via Facebook Market-
place.

Thursday, 7:17 p.m.,
North Main Street and Capri
Court. Vehicle stopped on
roadway, pushed to Wen-
dy’s.

Thursday, 7:39 p.m.,
Advance Auto Parts. Report
of someone doing donuts in
parking lot. No one driving
pastry style located, howev-
er, officer found about seven
trucks and a limousine at
Hope Church.

Thursday, 8:52 p.m.,
200 block of Capri Court.
Report of subject being loud
and possibly intoxicated.

Thursday, 9:29 p.m., 200
block of South Jersey Street.
Caller reported broken win-
dow in house.

Friday, 2:24 a.m., North
Main Street and East 300
North. Driver cited for no
valid license.

Arnold Streets. Report of a
male driver on a four wheel-
er with a small child, not
stopping at intersections.

Saturday, 1:54 p.m.,
CVS. Report of man and
woman in ski masks and
pufty coats, possible theft.

Saturday, 2:27 p.m., 600
block of West Ohio Street.
Caller advised his license
was stolen in Indianapolis.

Saturday, 3:47 p.m., Pret-
zels. Caller reported a ciga-
rette pack with “meth” on it.

Monday, 1:14 a.m., 1400
block of Lancaster Street.
Caller reported vehicle at
residence when no one
should be there.

Monday, 9:55 a.m.,
South Wayne Street and
Riverview Drive. Report of
a sick raccoon meandering
in roadway.

Monday, 10:36 a.m.,
Wells County Jail. Inmate
Ron Petty advised his vehi-
cle was stolen.

Monday, 11:32 a.m.,
5900 block of South Market
Street. Report of child refus-
ing to go to first grade.

COUNTY

Incidents

Wednesday, 2:13 p.m.,
6600 South 1150 West, War-
ren. Caller reported a group
of high school-age children
advised they parked their
vehicle in the woods due
to an accident on Tuesday
evening. Truck was located
with significant damage
from trees.

Wednesday, 2:31 p.m.,
Wells County Jail. Warrant
served to Camerron Peck at
the jail.

Wednesday, 3:47 p.m.,
Wells County Jail. Warrant
served to Justin Neal at the
jail.

Wednesday, 11:44 p.m.,
40 block of Sunrise Way,
Bluffton. Thomas Mossburg
arrested for possession of
child pornography.

Thursday, 12:50 a.m.,
600 block of Millside Court,
Ossian. Warrant served to
Sydney Wells, taken to jail
without incident.

Thursday, 3:57 a.m., Ind.
224 and North 450 East,
Ossian. Report of a cow in
the roadway that then disap-
peared into the fog.

Thursday, 8:36 a.m.,
4500 East Ind. 224, Ossian.

reported unpaid child sup-
port in the amount of
$60,309.97. Subject charged
with two counts of nonsup-
port of a dependent child,
both Level 6 felonies.

Friday, 3:31 p.m., Wells
County Courthouse. Woman
transported from Commu-
nity Corrections the Wells
County Jail.

Friday, 6:10 p.m., 900
South and South 1000 West,
Marion. Car versus deer.

Friday, 7:32 p.m., East
1050 North and North 450
East, Ossian. Report of a
speed sign down. Dispatch
advised to notify county
highway department.

Friday, 7:51 p.m., 4300
East 200 North, Bluffton.
Caller reported daughter
babysitting someone and
heard knock on door.

Friday, 9:06 p.m.,
I-69 Southbound, Roa-
noke. Vehicle with flat tire
requested assistance.

Saturday, 4:44 p.m.,
North 700 East and Ind.
224, Craigville. Subject stat-
ed his dog ran away and he
located in a field. The dog
would only answer to his
wife, however. The dog was
lounging a quarter mile into
the field.

Saturday, 5:42 p.m.,
7000 East Market Street,
Craigville. Caller reported
domestic issue.

Saturday, 9:43 p.m.,
South Meridian Road and
700 South, Poneto. Report
of a telephone pole struck
by vehicle, driver left truck
and was picked up by alter-
native vehicle. Officer locat-
ed ID badge belonging to
Jordan Daily. Daily admit-
ted to his involvement in the
wreck earlier and was taken
to Bluffton Regional Medi-
cal Center for a drug test.
Daily was arrested for driv-
ing while under the influ-
ence.

Saturday, 11:53 p.m.,
1500 East 350 North, Bluff-

(Continued on Page 6)

2 SueH. N
(Swartz) Cubbage

Calling: 2 -7 p.m., Tues.,
Jan. 30 and one hour prior
to the service.
Funeral: 10 a.m. Wed.,
Jan. 31 at the funeral home.

basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and services and the name of

the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not meet the

definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publication.

Friday, 12:26 p.m., 200
block of West Cherry Street.
Report of a battery between
juveniles.

Friday, 7:53 p.m., 4300
block of West 200 North.

Cow emerged from the fog
in an effort to trespass on
random property. Unclear if
it was remooved.

Friday, 12:19 p.m., Wells
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Holcomb postpones requirement
for remote meeting testimony

By NIKI KELLY Administra-
Indiana Capital Chronicle tion.

Gov. Eric Holcomb on Monday issued an “It has
executive order postponing new technology been appro-
requirements for public meetings or hear- priately dem-
ings on proposed executive branch rules. onstrated...

that the web-
casting and
archiving
of all the
rulemaking
hearings and
public meet-
ings are not
yet technical-
ly feasible,
but progress
is being made with the continuing goal to
achieve compliance as soon as reasonably
possible,” the order said.

Holcomb delayed implementation until
Sept. 1.

The Indiana General Assembly last year
required that all such hearings should be
webcast on the state website. But it went
further to say the technology must allow
Hoosiers to attend and comment remotely
during the hearings.

Lawmakers don’t require their own
branch of government to allow remote atten-
dance and comments but they do livestream
all committee hearings and session action.

Holcomb’s order said the Indiana Office
of Technology and Office of Management
and Budget have been working to meet the
new law but technical challenges remain.
He specifically referenced a Dec. 4, 2023
hearing by the Family and Social Services

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb
postponed a requirement
for public meeting comment
Monday. (Indiana Capital
Chronicle photo)
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1245 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN 46714

Report of banging on win-
dow. Unable to locate

Friday, 11:49 p.m., East
Wiley Avenue and South
Bennett Street. Caller
reported kids running on
Main Street. Officer did not
see anything.

Saturday, 7:14 a.m., 1300
block of West Washing-
ton Street. Caller reported
someone keyed his car.

Saturday, 9:26 a.m., Dol-
lar General South. Officer
observed expired sticker on
license plate, conducted traf-
fic stop. Subject arrested for
possession of marijuana.

Saturday, 12:35 p.m.,
500 block of West Washing-
ton Street. Report of a civil
issue over property.

Saturday, 12:55 p.m., 500
block of West Market Street.
Report of a couple fighting
outside.

Saturday, 1:49 p.m.,
South Morgan and West

Investment Advisory Services are offered through
Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.
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Congress tests its own
willingness to get things done

Back in mid-January, among people
who pay attention to the state of Ameri-
can democracy, perhaps the most wide-
ly circulated quote from a news article
had nothing to do with the presidential
primaries or drama in Congress. Rather,
it was from a European ambassador
who likened the United States to “a
fat buffalo trying to take a nap” while
wolves circle.

The point this ambassador was
making — along with other
diplomats to whom Politico
foreign affairs correspondent
Nahal Toosi spoke — is that
as seen from abroad, the US
is failing basic tests. “The
diplomats are aghast that so
many U.S. leaders let their zeal for partisan politics pre-
vent the basic functions of government,” Toosi wrote.

Normally, I’d read something like that, think, “Huh,
that’s interesting,” and move on. But I keep returning to
it in my mind.

When I began work on this commentary, my plan
was to praise the budget agreement that Republican
House Speaker Mike Johnson and Senate Democratic
leader Chuck Schumer reached in early January. It was
a sign that maybe Congress was ready to avoid a gov-
ernment shutdown and get its most important
work done.

The waters have gotten muddier since then, though
both houses of Congress did agree to another continuing
resolution that will allow them to keep the government
operating into March. The truth is, with a closely divid-
ed electorate and a narrowly divided US House, this
kind of brinksmanship may be the best we can expect.
In our system, someone will always be unhappy. We
make progress when political leaders who are willing
to search for common ground and find people they can
work with.

To some extent, the diplomats in Politico are just
reacting to the messy way policy sometimes gets made
in the US. Still, there’s no question that our ability to
move forward as a country on key questions is ham-
strung on Capitol Hill right now.

There are plenty of reasons for hopefulness, includ-
ing a functioning Senate and a perception among Demo-
crats that Johnson, as a Republican House speaker, has
been willing to deal honestly with them. But the fact
that there is so little predictability about Congress’s
ability to get things done is worrisome. As long as con-
gressional leaders on both sides can keep talking to one
another and are willing to seek points of agreement, our
system can function. If that stops, maybe we’re a fat
buffalo after all.

Lee
Hamilton

‘Hoosier
Opinions

Lee Hamilton is a distinguished scholar with the IU School of

Global and International Studies. He was a member of the U.S.
House of Representatives for 34 years.

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: * Our website
link (Submit your Letter) ¢ E-Mail: email@news-banner.
com * Fax: (260) 824-0700 « Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton
IN 46714 « Drop-off: 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton. All letters
must be signed and must include a phone number or address
in case verification is desired. Letters are edited for brevity and
clarity. Letters must be no more than 500 words. Please
mark your correspondence as a “Letter to the Editor,” or if you
wish to express an opinion to us but do not want it published,
please mark as “Not for Publication.”

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, Jan.
30, the 30th day of 2024.
There are 336 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History: On Jan. 30, 1933,
Adolf Hitler became chan-
cellor of Germany.

On this date:

In 1649, England’s
King Charles I was execut-
ed for high treason.

mance.
In 1972,
Catholic civil

Sunday.”
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I'M GONNA WIN
IN 2024, JUST LIKE

10\D IN 2020/

DeSantis withdrawal paved the way
for likely Trump-Biden rematch

What went wrong with Ron DeSantis’ presiden-
tial campaign? You can list many arguable mistakes,
as you can with any campaign, and you can add, as
some reporters have, that the candidate was not lik-
able or good at retail campaigning — which mostly
reflected reporters’ personal dislike of DeSantis or
resentment at his refusal to schmooze what he con-

sidered unfriendly press.

But I think his campaign’s failure came down
to two things. One is that Republican voters rallied
to Donald Trump in the face of what they regarded
(correctly, in my view) as politically motivated and
legally unjustified indictments. I made that point in
columns last November and December and once

In contrast, Gerald Ford beat Ronald
Reagan in 1976, Jimmy Carter beat Edward
Kennedy in 1980, and George H.W. Bush
dispatched Pat Buchanan in 1992 -- although
in each case the challenger got to deliver a
convention speech that caused some ruckus
and the incumbent lost in November. It turns
out that it’s hard to ask voters who have
already voted once for a president, and who
have reflexively defended him against critics
time and again, to turn and vote against him
— as evidenced by the fact that the strongest
of these challenges was Reagan’s against
Gerald Ford, the one incumbent here who

Michael
Barone

staged an impromptu con-
cert atop Apple headquar-
ters in London that would
be their last public perfor-

13 Roman
rights
marchers were shot and
killed by British soldiers in
Northern Ireland on what
became known as “Bloody

In 1993, Los Angeles

again in my column after DeSantis’ second-place
finish in the Iowa caucuses last week.

You can say that Republican voters responded
mindlessly to these indictments, or without prudent
regard for the possibility that convictions on one or
more charges would make Trump unelectable in the
fall. You might add, with a chortle if you’re a Trump
supporter, that Democratic prosecutors who thought
they were disqualifying Trump were actually mak-
ing him stronger.

But there is no question that there was a rallying
around Trump, a rally that disregarded the plente-
ous evidence from 2021 and 2022 elections that his
claims to have actually won in 2020 cost Republi-
can candidates decisive votes. And a rally that put
into the shade the strong arguments that DeSantis
had shown in Florida the capacity to actually deliver
on his promises, in stark contrast with Trump’s
incapacity to do so on many issues — including the
wall! — in his four years as president.

Which leads me to my second point, which
is that it is hard to get a party’s voters to repudi-
ate a party’s president. As National Review’s Dan
McLaughlin has written, that hasn’t happened in the
era in which primary voters started dominating the
presidential nomination process in the 1972 cycle.
Democratic national conventions did reject ex-
President Martin Van Buren in 1844 and refused to
renominate Franklin Pierce in 1856, and Republican
national conventions rejected Ulysses S. Grant in
1880 and Theodore Roosevelt in 1912, and gave no
serious consideration to Herbert Hoover in 1936 or

In 1911, James White,
an intellectually disabled
young Black man who had
been convicted of rape for
having sex with a 14-year-
old white girl when he was
16, was publicly hanged in
Bell County, Kentucky.

In 1945, during World
War II, a Soviet subma-
rine torpedoed the German
ship MV Wilhelm Gustloff
in the Baltic Sea, killing
9,000, most of them war
refugees; roughly 1,000
people survived.

In 1948, Indian politi-
cal and spiritual leader
Mohandas K. Gandhi, 78,
was shot and killed in New
Delhi by Nathuram Godse,
a Hindu extremist.

In 1968, the Tet Offen-
sive began during the Viet-
nam War as Communist
forces launched surprise
attacks against South Viet-
namese towns and cities.

In 1969, The Beatles

inaugurated its Metro Red
Line, the city’s first mod-

1940.

had not been elected president himself.

So perhaps DeSantis’ defeat was inevitable,
at least after the indictments and maybe from the
beginning, just as his decision to withdraw was
overdetermined. Polls suggested he’d finish in
single digits in Tuesday’s New Hampshire primary,
his chances were dismal in the Feb. 8 caucuses in
Nevada (Trump’s best early-contest state in 2016),
and his chances seemed no better in the Feb. 24
primary in South Carolina, Nikki Haley’s home
state and whose governor and two senators have
endorsed Trump.

It would have been impossible for DeSantis to
have maintained a semblance of a campaign, against
such odds, over those 33 days. The difficulty of
plugging on over a similar interval prompted the
withdrawal of Democrat Bill Bradley after losing
New Hampshire to Al Gore by only 4 points in
2000.

Writing about the presidency in Federalist 70,
Alexander Hamilton asserted that “energy in the
executive” is important. Thanks to the decisions of
our two parties’ voters, the nation will have to rely
on the energy of one of two executives who are or
will be past 80 in the term they are seeking.

Michael Barone is a senior political analyst for
the Washington Examiner, resident fellow at the
American Enterprise Institute and longtime co-
author of The Almanac of American Politics. His
new book, “Mental Maps of the Founders: How
Geographic Imagination Guided America’s Revolu-
tionary Leaders,” is now available.
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ern subway.

In 2005, Iraqis voted in
their country’s first free
election in a half-century;
US President George W.
Bush called the balloting a

resounding success.

In 2006, Coretta Scott
King, widow of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.,
died in Rosarito Beach,

Mexico, at age 78.

In 2017, President
Donald Trump fired Act-
ing U.S. Attorney General
Sally Yates after she pub-
licly questioned the con-
stitutionality of his contro-
versial refugee and immi-
gration ban and refused to

defend it in court.

In 2020, health officials
reported the first known
case in which the new
coronavirus was spread
from one person to another

in the United States.

It seems many still harbor,
or want to perpetuate, the
illusion that our Social Secu-
rity system is not in trouble.

Let me quote here from a
press release from the Social
Security Administration
released March 31, 2023:

“The Social Security
Board of Trustees today
released its annual report on
the financial status of the
Social Security Trust Funds.
The combined asset reserves
of the Old-Age and Survivors Insur-
ance and Disability Insurance (OASI
and DI) Trust Funds are projected to
become depleted in 2034, one year
earlier than projected last year, with
80% of benefits payable at that time.”

In 2034, per the report, “if Con-
gress does not act before then ... there
would be sufficient income coming in
to pay 80% of scheduled benefits.”
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It couldn’t be clearer. In 10 years,
with no action from Congress, every-
one will begin receiving 80% of
what they are currently receiving, or
promised, under the existing Social
Security system.

Can anyone imagine getting a
notice from a private retirement pro-
vider saying that in 10 years all ben-
eficiaries will begin receiving 80% of
what they were promised?

How did we get into this situation?
It’s the wonders of government plan-
ning, of socialism.

Social Security is not a pension
program based on investments. It is a
government tax and spend program.

Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper.

The stipends of current retirees are

paid with the payroll tax of
those currently working.

Because life spans have
increased and population
growth has decreased, there
are far fewer working now to
support each retiree than was
the case years ago. Socialism
is always mugged by reality.

The Committee to
Unleash Prosperity estimates
that over the last 40 years,
the annual real return of
Social Security for “the typi-
cal middle-class worker” has been
about 1% per year.

Today, 30-year government bonds
yield over 4%. The historic long-
term return on stocks is 6%. Inflation
adjusted.

The paltry returns on Social Secu-
rity are going to turn out much worse.
To close the 20% deficit between rev-
enues and outlays 10 years from now,
some combination of tax increases
and benefit cuts will be necessary.
This will make bad returns even
worse.

Aside from the terrible economics
of Social Security, how about the ter-
rible politics?

Every young person entering the
workforce today has no choice but
pay the payroll tax into this bankrupt
system.

With all our rhetoric about free-
dom, democracy and social justice,
shouldn’t young people entering the
workforce be given a choice whether
they want to participate in this sys-
tem? Why shouldn’t they be given
the option — the freedom — to join

Star
Parker

Social Securlty A broken socialist dinosaur

a private retirement plan rather than a
socialist government system?

How about the injustice this causes
low-income Americans under the
guise that government socialism is
good for them?

For a low-income earner, the
Social Security payroll tax takes the
only funds that they have available to
invest.

Per the Federal Reserve Consumer
Finance Survey, median wealth of
Black families is 15% of the median
wealth of white families. Wealth
comes from investment, not income.
The percentage of Black families
owning stock is about 60% of white
families.

Shouldn’t low-income families
be given the option of getting out of
the government system and investing
privately over a 40-year working life
and have the option to build wealth?
Why should government be telling
these free, private individuals how to
manage their retirement savings?

Beyond what this broken system
does to individuals, it also hurts the
nation in the larger fiscal scheme of
things. Social Security accounts for
19% of federal spending.

Social Security not only points to
fiscal and economic bankruptcy but
also to political bankruptcy, as politi-
cians unwilling to tell the hard truths
to citizens tell them everything is OK.

It’s time for leadership and truth.
And it is time to give American citi-
zens freedom to control their own
property and their own lives in our
free country.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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Recorders for county’s kids

Thanks to funds from the Psi lota Xi Sorority of Bluffton all kids in public schools
in Wells County will be learning to play music on a brand new recorder this spring.
Each elementary school will be receiving enough money to purchase the instruments
for their students in those classrooms. Bluffton-Harrison Elementary music teacher
Grace Sommerfeld, at right, is shown accepting a check for her students from Psi
Ote member Rhonda Ryan, at left. Excited about the news were students Haylee
Sanchez and Cayden Lynch. The Psi Otes are committed to supporting speech,
hearing, art, literacy and music in Wells County. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

Senior’s lunch at
Ossian Lutheran
Church Feb. 8th

A Senior Citizen’s Lunch
is being planned by the New
Hope Lutheran Church for
Thursday, Feb. 8, at 11:30
a.m. at the church at 8824 N
St.Rd. 1 in Ossian.

Bob Walters from Soarin’
Hawk will be speaking on
the rescue of raptors and will
bring live birds, including an
eagle, to the program.

To reserve a spot call or
text 260-415-1462 or 260-
223-4830. A free will offer-
ing will defray the cost.

All seniors 50 and older
are invited to attend.

Activities at
Fort Wayne’s
riverfront areas

A variety of activities are
planned at river side areas in
downtown Fort Wayne.

On Feb. 11 the entertain-
ment will be an Open Jam
Session with folks bringing
their own instruments.

“A Night at the Ball-
room” will be featured
tonight from 7 to 9:30 p.m.
at the Promenade Park
Pavilion.

A free “Sunday Sweat
on the Riverfront” will
take place the Sunday, Feb.
11 with Kickboxing with
9Round from 9 to 10 a.m.
and Yoga on the Riverfronts
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

More info about the
events at fortwayneparks.
org.

Area Things to See and Do

ALL FOR ONE PRODUCTIONS,
FORT WAYNE
www.allforonefw.org
ALLEN CO. WAR
MEMORIAL COLISEUM
Camping Show: Feb. 1-4; Boat
Show: Feb. 9-11; Show Me Reptike
Show: Feb. 10; Disney on Ice: Feb.
22-25; Baby Fair & Family Expo:
Feb. 24; Bryan Adams Tour: Feb. 28;
Home & Garden Show: Feb. 29-March
3;
www.memorialcoliseum.com
ARENA DINNER THEATER,
FORT WAYNE
“Funny Money,” March 1-16; “A
Delightful Quarantine,” April 19-May
4; “The Drowsy Chaperone,” June
14-29. www.arenadinnertheatre.org
CLYDE THEATRE,
FORT WAYNE
ClydeTheatre.com or at 1-800-514-
3849.
EMBASSY THEATER,
FORT WAYNE
Joy Koy comedy: Feb. 4; http://
fwembassytheatre.org/events
FIRE AND LIGHT
PRODUCTIONS
“Finding Nemo Jr., April 11-13,
Arts United enter, 303 E. Main St., Fort
Wayne. Tickets at fireandlightproduc-
tions.com.
1ST PRESBYTERIAN THEATRE
FORT WAYNE
firstpresfortwayne.org/theater/

BOTANICAL CONSERVATORY

Botanical Speedway: through April
7; botanicalconservatory.org.

FORT WAYNE CIVIC THEATER

“The Color Purple,” Feb. 9-18,

2024; “Six Degrees of Separation,”

March 15-24; “Jersey Boys,” May

4-19; “Something Rotten,” July 21-30.

Arts United Center box office 260-424-

5220; info at www.fwcivic.org.

FORT WAYNE MUSEUM OF ART

Open Tuesday through Saturday, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. (until 8 p.m. on Thurs-
days, noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. www.
fwmoa.org

FURTH CENTER, ANGOLA

Don McLean: May 18; Hotel Cali-
fornia: May 31;

trine.edu/furth

HONEYWELL CENTER &
EAGLES THEATRE, WABASH

Honeywell Center:

Little River Band, Feb. 2; 360 All-
stars, Feb. 3; Princess Bride/Cary
Elwes; 1954 The Tribute: March. 2;
Tommy Jones/The Shondells: March
30; Etta May & Southern Fried Chick-
en: April 7; Killer Queen: July 12;
Eagles Theatre: Sons of Mystro, Feb.
8; Tennessee Whiskey Chicago: Feb.
9; Michael Palascak: Feb. 14; Unspo-
ken: Feb. 15; Stepcrew Dance: Feb. 29;
https://www.boxofficeticketsales.com/
honeywell-center

ARTS UNITED CENTER—FW

Fort Wayne Ballet: .fortwayneballet.

~Q

N
S, Norwell Internship
Spotlight award

og
PURDUE-FORT WAYNE
THEATER
Productions at Williams Theatre on
the Purdue-FW campus. www.pfw.edu/
visual-performing-arts.
SCIENCE CENTRAL,
FORT WAYNE
1950 N. Clinton St. in Fort Wayne.
Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Info at
260-424-2400 or at www.sciencecen-
tral.org
SWEETWATER SOUND,
Performance Pavilion
KennyWayne Shepherd, May 18;
Tickets: 800-514-3849 or eTix
BAKER STREET CENTER-FW
www.bakerstreetcentre.com
PIERE’S ENTERTAINMENT
CENTRE, FORT WAYNE
Etix.com
FW’S PARKVIEW FIELD
ticketmaster.com
LERNER THEATRE, ELKHART
Colin Mochrie: Feb. 10; Rodney
Carrington: Feb. 23; Saxon & Uriah
Heep: Hell, Fire & Choas: May 12;
TheLerner.com
WAGON WHEEL, WARSAW
wagonwheelcenter.org
ABCINEMA, DECATUR
130 W. Monroe St., Decatur. Infor-
mation: www.abcinemainc.com or
260-724-SHOW

Winter events at the Fort
Wayne Museum of Art

Madeline McCabe

Senior Madeline
McCabe has been
selected to receive the
Norwell High School
Internship Spotlight
award. Madeline has
been doing her experi-
ence at the Lutheran
Hospital ENT (Ear,
Nose, and Throat) Sur-
gery Recovery Center.
Her mentor is Nikki
Zwick who is the direc-
tor of nurses. Madeleine
is the daughter of Bill
and Melissa McCabe of
Markle.

Madeline has been a
huge help with patient
care as she assists with
transporting clients to
and from the recovery
rooms, to the restroom
facilities, and eventu-
ally to their cars. She
has had the opportunity
to observe surgeries and
procedures such as ton-

Madellne McCabe

sillectomies and septo-
plasties (the straighten-
ing of the nose bon).

Upon graduation,
Madeline plans to
attend Tennessee Chat-
tanooga University to
study pre-med and play
volleyball. Her ultimate
career goal is to become
a pathologist.

The International Glass
Invitational exhibit will be
on view through Feb. 18th
and the works by Brooklyn-
born artist Robert Kipniss
will be through Feb. 25th.
The new Glass Wing will
continue to showcase the
Paul Stankard Paperweights
from the Shaffer Collection.

A Curator’s Tour will
be held on Thursday, Feb.
1, beginning at 12:15 p.m.,
which is free with museum
admission and an RSVP to
fwmoa.org/events.

After Hours: Wine by
the Glass get-togethers are
planned for the Saturdays of
Feb. 10 (American South-
west glass) and March 23
(Australian glass) and are
free for museum members
and $20 for non-members.
Wine tasting and a tour of

the Glass Studio will be led
by Jeff Armstrong, FWoMA
president and Charles
Shepard, CEO from 5 to 6
p.m. RSVP to fwmoa.org/
events.

Live music and sweet
treats will be offered on
Thursday, Feb. 11, from 5 to
7:30 p.m. at the 2nd Thurs-
day’s museum event. Admis-
sion is free and the Paradigm
Gallery will be open for last
minute Valentine’s gifts.

Regular gallery hours
are Tuesday through Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(until 8 p.m. on Thursdays)
and Sunday noon to 5 p.m.
Admission is $10 for adults,
$8 students (PreK-college)
and seniors and $25 for fam-
ilies. General admission is
free on Thursdays from 5 to
8 p.m.

Thank you for reading
your local newspaper
Tre Nefos-Beanner

Become a Published Author with Dorrance.
We want to read your book!

Our staff is made up of
writers, just like you. We are
dedicated to making publishing
dreams come true. Trusted by
authors for nearly 100 years,
. Dorrance has made countless
[ authors’ dreams come true.

Complete Book
Publishing Services

FIVEEASY STEPS
TO PUBLICATION:
4. Distribution

2. Book Production 5. Merchandising
and Fulfillment

1. Consultation

3. Promotion

Call now to receive your FREE Author’s Guide
888-965-1444 @
A, DORRANCE

or www.dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

8 BURGERS FREE

ORDER NOW! » 1.833.498.2009 Ask for 75039YXB
OmahaSteaks.com/Tastelt2240 ner

Protein-Packed Assortment

A Bulehers Cul File. Mignons (5 oz

4 Air-Chiled Bonsleas Chickan Breasts (5 o7

A Boreloss Pork Chops (G o)

A PureGround® Rkl BMignon Burgors (5 oe)

4 Peratoes al Grafin (241 o7 )

A Cararnel Apple Tarlels (102

1 Crriaha Sleaks Seasoning (5 os)

8 FREE PureGround™Fle. Micrion Burgzrs (G ce)
TREIYHB  separately 534393
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POWER UP FROM ANYWHERE

DURACELL

M150 Portable
Power Station

From Duracell, the #1 trusted battery
brand, the M150 Pertable Power
Station enables you to work and have
fun from anywhere.

ONLY $199

Give the gift of E
portable power r T
to friends and
family this
holiday season!® Ep

portablepower.info/otfer145

Phone Tablet

Laptop

1Charge

6 Charges 3 Charges

er 15th for . Bottery pu

Speeds up to

100 Mbps with
EarthLink Wireless
Home Internet

Sign up today and
get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and canditions apply fj EGrthLink3

Reliable Internet NOW! 855'430' | 496

DENTAL
INsurance

Great coverage for retirees.

Get your FREE
Information Kit

It's easy! Call today

1-844-244-7025

Dental50Plus.com/Hoosier
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

ProduelFeaivies not asaifable i 2l sfales, Contac us for comrplete delals about his insurance salicitation. Ta find 3
netwark provider. gc o physiciansmuual.com,find-dencisk. This specific o'ler nat available in €O, Ny, MY, & - call 1-800-
969-4781 or respond far & similar offzr in your stace, Certioate C254/8455, (2504 8435 (1D: C25410; PA: CZ54PR); Insuranz2
Palicy P154/E469, PISIVB43D (GA: PISLEA D PISCON: TH: PI54ThL

6347

Consumer Gellular-

NO HIDDEN FEES.
NO HIDDEN
ANYTHING.

Plans start at just $20/month.,

899-372-3169
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NS will let workers use anonymous federal safety hotline

By JOSH FUNK
Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — About
1,000 engineers and conductors
who work for Norfolk Southern
will soon be able to report safety
concerns anonymously through a
federal system without any fear of
discipline.

Norfolk Southern is the first of
the six major freight railroads to
follow through on promises made
in the wake of last year’s fiery
eastern Ohio derailment to join the
Federal Railroad Administration’s
program. The one-year pilot agree-
ment is limited to members of just
two unions who work in Atlanta,
Georgia; Elkhart, Indiana; and
Roanoke, Virginia.

But federal officials who
urged the railroads to do more to
improve safety touted the agree-
ment Monday as a breakthrough
coming just days before Saturday’s
one-year anniversary of the disas-
trous Norfolk Southern derail-
ment in East Palestine, Ohio, that
prompted temporary evacuations,
a $1 billion and counting cleanup
and lingering questions about

long-term health consequences for
residents in the area near the Ohio-
Pennsylvania border.

“Norfolk Southern has taken
a good first step, and it’s time for
the other Class I railroads to back
up their talk with action and make
good on their promises to join this
close call reporting system and
keep America’s rail network safe,”
U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg said.

The major freight railroads
have resisted joining the anony-
mous reporting system because
they wanted the ability to disci-
pline workers who use the hot-
line in certain circumstances. The
Association of American Rail-
roads trade group has said rail-
roads were worried that the system
could be abused by workers who
try to avoid discipline by reporting
situations a railroad already knows
about.

Unions and workplace safety
experts countered that the idea of
disciplining workers who report
safety concerns undermines the
entire purpose of such a hotline
because workers won’t use it if

they fear retribution. Experts say
programs like the one overseen
by the Federal Railroad Admin-
istration are especially important
in industries like railroads where
there is a long history of workers
being fired for reporting safety
violations or injuries.

Norfolk Southern CEO Alan
Shaw said he hopes his railroad’s
agreement to join the reporting
system will set an example for the
rest of the industry. Shaw has been
focused on improving safety and
service at Norfolk Southern ever
since the East Palestine derail-
ment.

“NS is proud to partner with
our labor leaders and FRA to make
another industry-leading advance-
ment in safety,” Shaw said.

Officials with the unions that
signed onto the deal — the Broth-
erhood of Locomotive Engineers
and Trainmen and the Transporta-
tion Division of the International
Association of Sheet Metal, Air,
Rail and Transportation Work-
ers — praised the agreement and
urged the other major freight rail-
roads to join.

“For far too long the large rail-
roads and their trade association,
The Association of American
Railroads, have paid lip service to
safety,” BLET First Vice President
Mark Wallace said. “The AAR
prefers to spend millions of dollars
on television commercials brag-
ging about safety while backtrack-
ing on safety agreements.”

Amtrak and several dozen
small railroads use the government
reporting program, but none of the
big freight railroads have signed
on to it so only about 32,000 rail
workers are covered. The big
freight railroads, which include
Union Pacific, CSX, Canadian
National, CPKC and BNSF, col-
lectively employ more than
100,000.

The railroads have said part
of why they resisted joining the
federal program is because they
believe their own internal report-
ing systems are sufficient. But
railroad unions have consistently
said workers are reluctant to use
the railroads’ own safety hotlines
because they fear retribution.

The head of the SMART-TD
conductors’ union Jeremy Fergu-

son said this agreement at Norfolk
Southern “will allow our members
to speak up when they see unsafe
conditions without fear of negative
repercussions.”

The railroad trade group has
said that a similar safety hot-
line used in the aviation industry
allows workers to be disciplined if
they report the same safety viola-
tion more than once in a five-year
period. The railroads have been
pushing for a similar rule for their
industry.

“Railroads have been clear
about their commitment to
enhance and join C3RS (the FRA’s
Confidential Close Call Report-
ing System),” AAR spokeswoman
Jessica Kahanek said. “This com-
mitment remains unchanged.”

But FRA Administrator Amit
Bose said it’s time for the railroads
to move beyond promises and take
action to join the program.

“The occurrence of any pre-
ventable accident, injury, or death
is unacceptable, and FRA will
continue to fight for the right of
rail workers to help improve rail
safety without fear of discipline or
enforcement,” Bose said.

Shock, grief and mourning for 3 soldiers Killed in drone strike

BY RUSS BYNUM

SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP)
— Described by their par-
ents as bubbly and con-
stantly laughing, Spc. Ken-
nedy Sanders and Spc. Bre-
onna Moffett became close
friends soon after enlisting
in the Army Reserve five
years ago. Sgt. William
Jerome Rivers served a
tour in Iraq before joining
the same company of Army
engineers.

The three citizen-soldiers
from different corners of
Georgia all died in a week-
end drone strike on a U.S.
base in Jordan near the Syri-
an border that also wounded
more than 40 others.

Families of the slain
reservists said they were
shocked when uniformed

military officers came to
their doors to deliver the
news Sunday.

While President Joe
Biden has promised the U.S.
will respond, Moffett’s par-
ents said they hope there’s
no escalation in violence
that kills more American
troops. Their daughter cel-
ebrated her 23rd birthday
oversees just nine days
before she was killed.

“I just hope and pray
no other family has to go
through this,” Francine
Moffett, the young sol-
dier’s mother, said Monday
through tears at the dining
table of her Savannah home.
“It takes your heart and your
soul.”

A native of Waycross,
100 miles southwest of

Police Notebook

(Continued from Page 3°)

ton. Caller reported they
heard a knock on the door
multiple times, did not see
anyone. Placed on house
watch list.

Sunday, 6:35 a.m., 200
block of East Lafever Street,
Ossian. Caller reported all
tires flat on vehicle, hap-
pened sometime after mid-
night. Tires were deflated at
nearby residence as well.

Sunday, 11:58 a.m., 3300
block of South Main Street,
Liberty Center. Domestic
disagreement over doctors
bills.

Sunday, 4:49 p.m., Ind.
124 and 600 West, Markle.
Seth Dressler transported to
Wells County Jail.

Sunday, 4:59 p.m., Ind.
116 and 200 North, Bluff-
ton. Car versus deer.

Sunday, 6:17 p.m., 3300
South Main Street, Lib-
erty Center. Caller reported
young woman came to call-
ers door to ask for cigarettes
and phone.

Sunday, 7:07 p.m., 500
block of West Maplewood
Drive, Ossian. Welfare
check requested due to
absence of lights. Subject
was okay.

Sunday, 8:19 p.m., South
300 West and West 1200
South, Keystone. Report of

vehicle that ran into river.

Monday, 11:23 a.m.,
2500 East 200 South, Bluff-
ton. Subject requested tag
for deer.

ARRESTS

Thomas Steven Moss-
burg, 34, Bluffton, posses-
sion of child pornography, a
Level 5 felony. Bond set at
$15,000.

Sydney Lillian Wells, 30,
Ossian, theft, a Level 6 felo-
ny. Bond set at $5,000.

Danielle Rae Sawyer,
36, Ossian, contributing to
the delinquency of a minor,
a Class A misdemeanor,
possession of marijuana, a
Class B misdemeanor, and
possession of parapherna-
lia, a Class C misdemeanor.
Bond set at $3.,000.

Milot Larose, 29, operat-
ing a vehicle with an ACE
of .15 or more and operating
a vehicle while intoxicated -
endangerment, both Class A
misdemeanors. Bond set at
$1.,500.

Dawn Amber Smith,
40, Bluffton, harassment, a
Class B misdemeanor. Bond
set at $1,000.

Cameron Ryan Peck, 24,
Bluffton, leaving the scene
of a crash - property dam-
age, a Class B misdemean-
or. Bond set at $1,000.
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Your Local Tax Specialists

EMSHWILLER
EMSHWILLER

BUSINESS CONSULTING - TAX PREPARATION
BOOKKEEPING - PAYROLL - QB CONSULTS
IRS REPRESENTATION

JOHN EMSHWILLER, EA
NICK SCHEER, EA
CORY RECKARD, CPA
COLIN PENROD, EA

207 N. Johnson
Street, Bluffton, IN

7230 Engle Road,
Fort Wayne, IN

www.emshwiller.net  260.824.1826

Savannah, 24-year-old
Sanders had volunteered
for the Middle East deploy-
ment, eager to see a new
part of the world, her par-
ents said.

more military experience
than the two young women.
The Defense Department
said he joined the Army
Reserve in New Jersey in
2011 and served a nine-

Georgia Gov. Brian
Kemp issued a statement
mourning the “inexcusable
loss of life”” of the three sol-
diers, saying they “gave the
last full measure of devotion
in service to this country.”

Army Brig. Gen. Todd
Lazaroski, commander of
the Army Reserve’s 412th
Theater Engineer Com-
mand, said in a statement:
“They represent the best of
America.”

At age 46, Rivers had far month tour in Iraq in 2018.

NATIONAL

DENTAL HYGIENE

MONTH

e leng-term cipes o proper chlldhood ezl cans

Parents of young children are undoubtedly
familiar with the morning and nighttime ritual of
getting kids to brush their teeth. Kids may or may
not embrace that routine no matter how hard
parents try to relate the benefits of proper oral
hygiene, but moms and dads can take solace in
the knowledge that childhood dental care can
have a positive and lasting effect on kids’ overall
health.

DENTAL CARE AND HEART DISEASE

Harvard Health Publishing notes that numerous
studies have now shown that people with poor
oral health exhibit higher rates of cardiovascular
issues, including heart attack and stroke. The
reason behind that remains something of a
medical mystery, but some theorize that bacteria
that infects gums and causes conditions such as
gingivitis and periodontitis trigger an immune
response, inflammation, that then contributes to
vascular damage.

DENTAL CARE AND ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
The National Institute on Aging reports that a
recent analysis published in the Journal of
Alzheimer’s Disease noted the bacteria that
cause gum disease are also linked with the
development of Alzheimer’'s disease. That
analysis found that older adults with signs of
periodontitis, a condition marked by inflammation
of tissue around the teeth that can cause
loosening of the teeth, were more likely to develop
Alzheimer’s disease. Additional research is
necessary before more concrete conclusions
about the Ilink between dental care and
Alzheimer’s disease can be made, but dental
care that protects the gums could very well
reduce individuals’ risk for dementia.

DENTAL CARE AND CANCER RISK

Cancer is among the leading causes of death |

across the globe, affecting people from all walks
of life. Researchers at Harvard’s T.H. Chan
School of Public Health discovered a link between
dental care and cancer risk. In a letter published
in the journal Gut in 2020, researchers reported

~
\Q/ O, PERSONALIZE CARE

‘Laura Kukelhan DDS

HEALTHY, BEAUTIFUL SMILES START HERE
% General Family Dentistry

% Accept Care Credit & Most
Dental Insurance Plans

Call For An
Appointment
Today!

that they found that people with a history of gum
disease have a higher risk of stomach and
esophageal cancers than people with no such
history. And that risk was not exactly minimal, as
researchers reported a 43 percent higher risk for
esophageal cancer and a 52 percent higher risk
for stomach cancer.

An emphasis on lifelong oral hygiene in childhood
could pay lasting dividends, potentially reducing
kids’ risk for various diseases when they reach
adulthood.

A Hedalthy Smile is a

GREAT Refilection on You!
Offering Complete Family Dentistry

AN

N ﬂ’, ¥ -'-.

Bluffton Dental Clinic

1417 Baker Place, Bluffton
(260) 824-5940

Decatur Dental Services, Inc.

FAMILY DENTISTRY

YOUR SMILE.
OUR PASSION.
EVERY TIME.

Accepting many new insurance plans
including Humana and United Healthcare.
Always accepting new patients. Please call

today to schedule an appointment.

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

(260)-622-4138

www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com




How Bluffton juggled three coaching searches for two positions

By RYAN WALKER

Around mid-June was supposed to be the
perfect time of year for athletic directors in
high school sports, especially at Bluffton
High School.

Steve Thompson, the athletic director
for the Tigers, and the rest of the staff could
take a deep breath after the boys’ golf sea-
son was the last sports domino to fall to
finish the 2022-23 calendar year. But that
all changed with one phone call that threw
Thompson and many others into an unex-
pected whirlwind of events.

Adam Gray, the newly hired boys’ bas-
ketball coach, dialed Thompson’s phone
number and informed him that he was under
investigation for financial concerns. The
following morning, Thompson along with
Superintendent Brad Yates and Principal
Steve Baker met in person with Gray as he
said he was resigning from the position.

“I didn’t think it was anything other than
a basketball question,” Thompson admitted
when he answered the phone.

Gray, 32, was charged with theft on
Aug. 25 from the Heritage boys’ basketball
team’s credit card where he made personal
purchases.

Luckily, the resignation happened in the
summertime. They had recently hired Gray
around the time Doug Curtis was hired as
the girls’ basketball coach, but the sudden
change of events opened a third head coach-
ing search in just a few months for the two
positions.

In the time being, Assistant Athletic
Director Robert Vanderkolk opened the
gym doors for current basketball players
to get shots up and work out. He and other

assistant basketball coaches had to fill in the
spots to coach the summer program when
Gray stepped down.

About a week and a half after Gray was
gone, Thompson was sitting at the kitchen
table at his home when he received a text
from DeKalb’s head boys’ basketball coach
Marty Beasley.

Beasley requested Thompson’s phone
number, he approved, and minutes later the
phone rang.

Initially, Thompson picked up the phone
and told him that there was no way he was
leaving DeKalb for Bluffton without even
greeting Beasley. Beasley replied and said it
wasn’t about him.

Thompson then followed with, “Well, 1
really appreciate what you’re about to do,
but I don’t have time to hear about you give
a plug for your 25-year-old JV coach.”

“It’s not about him either,” said Beasley.

“OK, what are you talking about?”
Thompson asked.

Beasley then dropped the bomb, “Craig
Teagle.”

Understandably, Thompson didn’t
believe Beasley when he casually threw
out the potential hall-of-fame head coach’s
name, especially after Teagle recently
accepted the head coaching position at
New Albany. But of the odd chance that
he wasn’t kidding, Thompson told him that
Bluffton is interested if Teagle’s interested.

Later that day, Thompson received a
phone call while golfing at Timber Ridge in
Bluffton, thinking this was all a fluke — but
it was coach Teagle, and he was serious.

“The snowball started going, and the
right snow came down the hill,” Thompson

Bluffton head coach Doug Curtis (right) shares a moment with junior Isabella Stout toward the
end of the game with Heritage Jan. 20. (Photo by Glen Werling)

High School Calendar

TUESDAY, JAN 30

GIRLS BASKETBALL: (Sectional) Bluffton
vs. Manchester at South Adams High School,
6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JAN 30

No events scheduled.

THURSDAY, FEB 1

BOYS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at East-
brook, 7:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Jay Coun-
ty, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): (section-
al prelims, girls only) Norwell, Bluffton at Jay
County, 5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB 2

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Southern Wells vs.
Lakeland Christian at Northfield High School,
6 p.m.; Norwell vs. TBD at Maconaquah High
School.

SATURDAY, FEB 3

BOYS BASKETBALL: Columbia City at
Norwell, 1:30 p.m.; Heritage at Bluffton, 2:30
p.m.

WRESTLING: (regional): Norwell at Jay
County, 8:30 a.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): (sectional
finals, girls only) Norwell, Bluffton at Jay Coun-
ty, 9 am.

MONDAY, FEB. 5

SWIMMING & DIVING: (Boys only): Nor-
well at Adams Central, 6 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 6

BOYS BASKETBALL: Heritage at Norwell,
7:45 p.m.; Bluffton at Manchester, 7:30 p.m.;
Elwood at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING: (Boys only): Bluff-
ton at Huntington North, 5:30 p.m.

The Super Bowl is set: Mahomes,
Chiefs will face Purdy, 49ers

By ROB MAADDI
AP Pro Football Writer

Patrick Mahomes, Travis Kelce and
the Kansas City Chiefs are heading to Las
Vegas with a chance for a rare repeat while
facing the San Francisco 49ers in a Super
Bowl rematch from four years ago.

The Chiefs beat Lamar Jackson and the
No. 1-seeded Baltimore Ravens 17-10 in
the AFC championship game Sunday to
advance to the Super Bowl for the fourth

time in five years. A few hours later, Brock
Purdy rallied the No. 1-seeded 49ers to a
34-31 victory over the Detroit Lions in the
NEC title game.

The Chiefs (14-6) are aiming to become
the first back-to-back champions since Tom
Brady and the New England Patriots did it
following the 2003-04 seasons.

Purdy — who was still two years away
from being the last pick of the 2022 NFL

(Continued on Page A2)
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Bluffton head coach Craig Teagle (middle) instructs his Tigers during a timeout at Adams Cen-
tral on Jan. 19. (Photo by Chad Kline)

said.

The next morning, Teagle met at the high
school with a last-second search committee
consisting of at least Thompson, Baker, and
a board member for an official interview.

The board member was not aware of
who was interviewing for the job, but his
jaw dropped when he saw who walked in.

“The board member stands up and asks
to leave early,” Thompson said. “His kids
have youth baseball or something and says,
‘Whatever you do, Get this done.” And then
we just rolled right into it. The way it hap-
pened, it’s beyond me.”

In between the short timeline between
Gray’s resignation and Teagle’s emergence,
a few coaches contacted Bluffton for inqui-
ries about the head coaching vacancy. But
the consensus in the room was that Teagle
was their guy, and the two sides reached an
agreement over the summer to make it offi-
cial.

In a short background, Teagle left from
Huntington North after eight seasons to
join New Albany. When the Bluffton job
opened, Thompson shared that Teagle
would have been interested in the first place,
but he already committed with New Albany.

The interest in the Tigers combined with
the fact that his wife was still in Fort Wayne
and his mother was getting sick — that was
more than enough for him to take the job.

The Tigers have already reaped the ben-
efits of the 450 career victory head coach.
Teagle has brought a 7-8 season to Bluff-
ton so far after the team went 2-20 the year
prior. The 3-1 record to start the season was
already more than its win total from last sea-
son.

The boys’ team hasn’t been the only bas-
ketball program in town that ended up with
an uptick of success with new leadership.
Curtis’ girls have gained five wins more
compared to last season before sectional
play.

But even that hire had its twists and
turns.

Once the girls’ position opened at Bluff-
ton, Thompson had a few ideas in mind for
potential candidates. One day, his phone
provider had issues with connection all day,
and he decided to enjoy his screen time

away up in Fort Wayne.

As he was driving, one bar popped up
and immediately a phone call from Tigers’
junior varsity head coach and varsity assis-
tant coach Jaci Moser’s name appeared.

He thought it was odd, but he picked up
the phone. She was calling to tell him that
Curtis might be interested in the job.

Like Teagle, Thompson didn’t think
it would be a possibility because he had
retired the season before from Adams Cen-
tral, but Moser insisted.

As Thompson pulled over, his connection
was completely restored, and he ran up Cur-
tis” phone number and scheduled an inter-
view. And not too long after, Curtis was the
perfect fit and he took the job with the Tigers.

“It was really kind of a meant-to-be
thing,” Thompson said. “He likes it here. I
love working with him, and I think he does
a great job coaching and allowing our girls
to learn through mistakes within the param-
eters, but to take risks and can coach beyond
the risks.”

Though both hires were different stories,
both are admired for not only their coaching
abilities but also for their traits are teachers
and leaders.

When looking for coaches, the athletic
department seeks someone who will teach
the athlete’s life lessons and inspire the next
generation of people.

Thompson said that both Teagle and Cur-
tis didn’t emphasize their vision with the
program, but how they wanted to grow each
player and develop life skills.

That was one reason they hired Gray: his
interview showed that he was a good com-
municator, held firm relationships with the
players and taught life with them.

Of course, building a winning culture
like the two coaches have in year one is a
must, but both are teaching something more
valuable than the game.

“Is a win for you the sectional, or is a
win for you to get invited to their wed-
ding?” Thompson said. “So that relation-
ship part, the life skills part — they both
gravitated towards that without ever me
asking.”

ryan@news-banner.com

Bluffton’s Miken Habegger continued his run at the semi-state bowling round over the
weekend. This performance was good enough to move on to the state high school bowl-
ing round at Championship Lanes in Anderson. The finals will be taking place on Feb. 18.
At the semi-state, Habegger completed his total series with a 617 score and placed sixth
out of the 17 bowlers advancing to the finals. (Photo provided)
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Norwell girls win its regular season finale,
boys sweep Bruins, Braves in swimming

Norwell defeated all three teams in the swimming pool at

Blackford Monday night.

The boys’ team won over Blackhawk 100-45 and 94-76
over Blackford. The girls defeated Blackford 125-46.

Event winners:
Boys

e Ethan Williamson, Colten Sturnk, Parker McCartney
and Rylan Heyerly in the 200-yard medley relay.
* Kale Meredith in the 200-yard freestyle and in the 100-

yard butterfly.

e Williamson, McCartney, Heyerly and Meredith in the

200-yard freestyle relay.

e Heyerly in the 100-yard backstroke.
e Willianson, Heyerly, Gage Reinhard and Meredith in

the 400-yard freestyle relay.
Girls

e Alaina Barnhart, Marlee Meredith, Olivia Daniel and

Addyson Heyerly in the 200-yard medley relay.

¢ Ella Krug in the 200-yard freestyle.

e Jillian Melcher in the 200-yard IM.
* Cassie Coyne in the 50-yard freestyle.

* Emerson Meredith in the diving events and in the 100-

yard breaststroke.

* Sawyer Peterson in the 100-yard butterfly.
* Renee Fraze in the 100-yard freestyle.
* Marlee Meredith in the 500-yard freestyle.

* Addilynn Page, Sawyer Peterson, Astrid Claussen and

Melcher in the 200-yard freestyle relay.

* Heyerly in the 100-yard backstroke.
* Molly Threewits, Ryleigh Huffman, Rilynn Ervin and

Melcher in the 400-yard freestyle relay.

Norwell will girls will be at the sectional prelims at 5:30
p-m. Thursday, Feb. 1. The boys will be at Adams Central for

their regular season finale starting at 6 p.m. Monday, Feb. 5.

Lions lament the one that got away after
blowing big lead with Super Bowl on the line

By LARRY LAGE
AP Sports Writer

ALLEN PARK, Mich. (AP) — The
Detroit Lions had their best season in
generations.

Players, coaches and at least some
fans are not ready to celebrate at the
moment.

The Lions let an opportunity slip
to play in the Super Bowl for the first
time, becoming the first team to lose a
17-point halftime lead in a conference
championship game with their 34-31
loss at San Francisco.

“We know we accomplished a lot
this year, but our ultimate goal was
the Super Bowl and we were within
reaching distance and there’s nothing
worse than almost making it,” Lions
linebacker Alex Anzalone said Sunday
night. “These are the losses that you’ll
remember forever.”

Even though nothing can erase the
pain for the Lions, there’s no doubt
they were the source of joy for mil-
lions in the Motor City and throughout
the state of Michigan in a season that
surpassed unusually high expectations.
And their future seems promising.

“I think think what we built was
hope,” running back David Montgom-
ery said.

Hopes were high for Detroit last
summer as the favorite to win the NFC
North, and the team lived up to the
hype by ending a three-decade stretch
without a division title and tying a
franchise record with 12 regular-sea-
son wins.

The Lions had two home playoff
games for the first time, earned two
postseason victories for the first time

since winning the 1957 NFL champi-
onship and reached the conference title
game for the first time in 32 years and
second time in franchise history.

Once there, they led San Francisco
24-7 early in the third quarter before
blowing it.

“That feeling that we all had walk-
ing off of that field, I don’t think any
one of us want to feel that again,”
receiver Amon-Ra St. Brown said.
“I think the feeling that we have is
enough to motivate us for next year.

“We had a good year as a whole,
but it is all for nothing if you don’t win
the whole thing.”

Even though the franchise fell short,
owner Sheila Ford Hamp got it right
when she hired general manager Brad
Holmes and coach Dan Campbell three
years ago after decades of poor leader-
ship in the front office and on the side-
line.

Holmes has hit much more than
he’s missed in three drafts, giving the
franchise plenty of building blocks on
both sides of the ball.

Campbell’s gambles have led to a
league-high 62 conversions on fourth
down in his three seasons and 22 wins
in his last 30 games, but his character-
istically risky moves didn’t go his his
way against the Niners.

Detroit had a chance to restore its
17-point lead midway through the third
quarter, but Campbell chose to for it on
fourth-and-2 from the 28 instead of
having having Michael Badgley kick
a field goal. Josh Reynolds dropped a
slightly errant throw from Jared Goff,
making the move backfire.

Reynolds also dropped a pass on

third down later in the quarter.

“I definitely didn’t help,” he said
Monday as he and his teammates
cleared out their lockers.

Down three points midway through
the fourth quarter, Campbell went for
it again on fourth-and-3 from the 30
instead of attempting a field goal, and
Goff threw incomplete under pressure.

“You want to make the most of
every opportunity and we had an
opportunity, and we just couldn’t close
it out,” Goff said. “It stings.”

Campbell stood by his choices,
including running the ball on the
team’s final drive and being forced to
use the first of three timeouts.

“I gambled and lost,” he said softly
at his season-ending news conference
about 10 hours after the team arrived
back in Detroit.

MAKING MOVES

The Lions start their offseason with
$60-plus million in salary cap space,
ranking No. 7 in the league, and will
have some decisions to make.

Goff has one year left on his con-
tract, possibly making him a candidate
for an extension.

Free agents include guards Jonah
Jackson, who had a second straight
injury-shortened season, and Graham
Glasgow along with defensive back
C.J. Gardner-Johnson, who was lim-
ited to three games due to injuries.

COVETED COACHES

Offensive coordinator Ben John-
son and defensive coordinator Aaron
Glenn are among the candidates to be
Washington’s coach, potentially leav-
ing Campbell with an important role to
fill on his staff for next season.
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Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 28
Kansas City 17, Baltimore 10
San Francisco 34, Detroit 31
Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 11
At Las Vegas
Kansas City vs. San Francisco, 6:30

Economic tools to

Monday boys’ Scores
Riverside 51, Lutheran Northeast 48
ECNC Conference Tournament
Auburn 79, Palmyra 24
Freeman 69, Falls City 21
Johnson County Central 42, Weep-

ing Water 40
Mead 60, EImwood-Murdock 44

Coleridge 50

Play-in

Agriculture

By JOHNE.
WOODMANSEE
What is the right custom
rate for field operations?
What does a typical crop

budget look like? Purdue
Extension has resources
that can help producers find
answers to these and other
important farm manage-
ment questions at the Pur-
due Center for Commercial
Agriculture website, https://
ag.purdue.edu/commerci-
alag/.

I get the question from
farmers on custom rates
several times each year.
Farmers generally ask what
the “going rate” is to per-

Michael Langemeier is the associate director of the Purdue
Center for Commercial Agriculture. (Purdue University photo)

Ponca 49, Wakefield 33
Wynot 70, Laurel-Concord/

Centura 66, Gibbon 31
Pioneer Conference Tournament
Southern 66, Humboldt/Table Rock-

Monday Girls’ Scores
Bishop Neumann 56, Logan View-
Scribner-Snider 30
Central Valley 40, Anselmo-Merna

LouPlatte Conference Tournament

Columbus Lakeview 53, Aquinas 46
Crofton 77, O’'Neill 40

Dorchester 40, East Butler 32
Guardian Angels 59, Hartington

decisions

guide offers average budgets
for continuous corn, rotation
corn, rotation beans, wheat,
and double-crop beans.

Find the guide under the
“Publications” tab at the
website, or via direct link at:
https://ag.purdue.edu/com-
mercialag/home/resource/
keyword/crop-cost-return-
guide-archive/. Multiple
years are available on the
page for multi-year com-
parisons.

SPORTS

Super Bowl is set

(Continued from Page A1)

draft the last time the teams
played in the Super Bowl —
will try to lead the 49ers (14-
5) to a record-tying sixth title
in their eighth appearance.

The teams meet at Alle-
giant Stadium on Feb. 11.
The 49ers opened as 2 1/2-
point favorites, according to
FanDuel Sportsbook.

Mahomes and the Chiefs
overcame a 20-10 fourth-
quarter deficit and beat the
49ers 31-20 to give coach
Andy Reid his first Super
Bowl victory on Feb. 2,
2020. Brady and the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers spoiled
Kansas City’s repeat bid the
following year.

The Chiefs will become
just the third team to play
in four Super Bowls over
a five-year span. Only the
Pittsburgh Steelers in the
1970s, the Dallas Cowboys
in the 1990s and the Patriots
in the 2000s and 2010s won
three Super Bowls in a five-
year span.

Mahomes rallied the
Chiefs for a 38-35 comeback
win over the Philadelphia
Eagles in the Super Bowl
last year. They beat Miami
26-7 in the wild-card round
and defeated the Bills 27-24
in Buffalo last week in
Mahomes’ first career play-
off game on the road besides
Super Bowls.

The 49ers were domi-
nated by the Eagles in the
NFC title game last year
in a game that saw Purdy
suffer a significant elbow
injury that required surgery.
He returned for the season

opener and helped them
earn a first-round bye. Purdy
led a 24-21 comeback win
over Green Bay last week
and brought the Niners
back from a 17-point deficit
against the Lions.

Only New England and
Pittsburgh have more Super
Bowl wins the San Francis-
co, which last won it follow-
ing the 1994 season.

Reid will lead a team in
the Super Bowl for the fifth
time, moving into a tie with
Tom Landry for third most
behind Bill Belichick’s nine
and Don Shula’s six. Reid
coached the Eagles when the
Patriots beat them to repeat
19 years ago.

Niners coach Kyle Sha-
nahan returns to the Super
Bowl after losing to Reid
in his first crack at it. Sha-
nahan was Atlanta’s offen-
sive coordinator when the
Falcons blew a 28-3 lead
against Brady and the Patri-
ots in Super Bowl 51.

Mahomes, a two-time
NFL and Super Bowl MVP,
will start in his fourth Super
Bowl, tied with Joe Mon-
tana, Terry Bradshaw, Pey-
ton Manning, Roger Stau-
bach and Jim Kelly for third-
most behind Brady’s 10 and
John Elway’s five.

The biggest question is
whether Taylor Swift will
make it to Las Vegas to watch
her boyfriend in the Super
Bowl on Feb. 11. Swift, who
celebrated with Kelce on the
field after the victory over the
Ravens, is scheduled to per-
form in Japan just 24 hours
before kickoff.
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form custom field opera-
tions. Typically, I find that
the farmer simply wants to
charge a fair rate, and they
need a place to start, or at
least some data to get them
in the ballpark for good-
faith negotiations.

Dr. Michael Langemeier,
associate director of the Pur-
due Center for Commercial
Agriculture, periodically
conducts state-wide sur-
veys to determine average
Indiana farm custom rates,
reported at the Purdue Cen-
ter for Commercial Agricul-
ture website under the “Pub-
lications” tab. The direct
link for 2023 rates is https://
ag.purdue.edu/commercial-
ag/home/resource/2023/03/
indiana-farm-custom-rates/.

“Unless otherwise stated,
the rates reported include
payments made for fuel,
operator labor, and machin-
ery ownership costs,” said
Langemeier.

Langemeier said farm

custom rates may differ sig-
nificantly from one area in
the state to another based
on the availability of custom
operators and demand for
their services. Therefore, the
statewide averages reported
might be quite different
from the going rate in any
given area. “Custom rates in
a given area may vary sig-
nificantly according to time-
liness, operator skill, field
size and shape, crop condi-
tions, the performance char-
acteristics of the machine
being used, the relationship
between the custom opera-
tor and the person needing
custom work done, competi-
tive pressures, and econom-
ic circumstances of the cus-
tom operator,” he said. “The
variation of reported rates
was large for many of the
operations and thus should
only be used as a starting
point for establishing a rate
in any given situation.”
Another question I get

from time to time revolves
around what a “typical” or
“average” budget for a par-
ticular crop might look like.
As you might imagine, “typ-
ical” may not exist in real-
ity. Much variability exists
from field to field, farmer
to farmer, and from among
various management sys-
tems. But, again, we think
about “getting in the ball-
park.”

Find the 2024 Crop
Cost and Return Guide on
the website. The guide is
cooperatively authored by
Langemeier and other Pur-
due specialists in multiple
departments. If significant
pricing structures change,
the guide may be updated.
The current version was
based on December 2023
estimates.

The guide offers farmers
crop budgets for three lev-
els of soil productivity: low,
average, and high produc-
tivity soil. Additionally, the
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my favorite poems about winter and
snowy days. I hope you enjoy them
while the days are shorter and the
nights longer.

“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening” by Robert Frost
“Whose woods these are I think I
know.

His house is in the village though;
He will not see me stopping here
To watch his woods fill up with snow.
My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.
He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.
The only other sound’s the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.
The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.”

“A Winter Eden”” by Robert Frost
“A winter Eden in an alder swamp
Where conies now come out to sun and
romp,

As near a paradise as it can be
And not melt snow or start a dormant
tree.

It lifts existence on a plane of snow
One level higher than the earth below,
One level nearer heaven overhead
And last year’s berries shining scarlet
red.

It lifts a gaunt luxuriating beast
Where he can stretch and hold his
highest feast
On some wild apple tree’s young ten-
der bark,

What well may prove the years” high
girdle mark.

Pairing in all known paradises ends:
Here loveless birds now flock as winter
friends,

Content with bud inspecting. They pre-

Poetry for snowy days

Dear Readers: Below are a few of

‘Dear
Annie

sume
To say which
buds are leaf and
which are bloom.
A feather ham-
mer gives a
double knock.
This Eden day
is done at two
o’clock.

An hour of winter
day might seem
too short
To make it worth

life’s while to wake and sport.”

by Annie Lane

“Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind”
by William Shakespeare
“Blow, blow, thou winter wind,
Thou art not so unkind
As man’s ingratitude;

Thy tooth is not so keen,
Because thou art not seen,
Although thy breath be rude.
Heigh-ho! sing, heigh-ho! unto the
green holly:

Most friendship is feigning, most lov-
ing mere folly:

Then, heigh-ho, the holly!
This life is most jolly.
Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky,
That dost not bite so nigh
As benefits forgot:
Though thou the waters warp,
Thy sting is not so sharp
As friend remembered not.
Heigh-ho! sing, heigh-ho! unto the
green holly ... “

Appears in “As You Like It,” Act II,
Scene VII.

Annie Lane’s second anthology —
“How Can I Forgive My Cheating Part-
ner?” — is available as a paperback
and e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more information.
Send your questions for Annie Lane to
dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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By Dr. Billy |
Graham {

Question: What does
the Bible mean when it
says we are to conform to
Christ? Should we pray
about this or does this
happen naturally? — C.C.

Answer: When souls
are saved, a desire to be
nourished from God’s
Word is of utmost impor-
tance. We should bring
every matter to God in

of Christ’s church,
and sharing your
new faith with those
who are still wandering
in darkness. The church
is the Body of Christ on
Earth, and it is important
to join with other fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ to
learn from one another,
to encourage one another,
and to obey God’s Word.
This is how we grow in
faith. Christ will work in
us and through us and we

Be faithful in
reading the Bible

© 2024 Mediagraphics, Inc. Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication

BATIUK € DAVIS

forming His children to
the image of His Son. Sal-
vation is the most impor-
tant step anyone can take
in life and is the only way
to truth.

This is “the mystery
which has been hid-
den from ages and from
generations, but now
has been revealed to
His saints. To them God
willed to make known
what are the riches of the
glory of this mystery ...

©2024 Bil Keane, Inc.
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Around (N) [Pardon (L) [SportsCenter College Basketball North Carolina at Georgia College Baskethall Oklahoma State at Kansas Basketball Loyola Marymount at Gonzaga From
ESPN 31501401206 (N) Tech From McCamish Pavilion in Atlanta. (L) (N) From Allen Fieldhouse in Lawrence, Kan. (L) (N) McCarthey Athletic Center in Spokane, Wash. (N) |ace from
ESPN2 32| 54 |143|209|NFL Live (N) ESPN BET |Wooden |College Baskethall Texas Tech at TCU (L) (N) College Baskethall Miami at NC State (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N)
Live on the Line Life Basketball |Brad Pregame |NHL Hockey Columbus Blue Jackets at St. Louis Blues From Blues Post. |Focused  {In the World Poker WPT Cash 33 CrUnChy E|D WSW
FSMW 3 418/671 Midwest ~ |(N) Cesmat (N) |(L) (N) Enterprise Center in Saint Louis, Mo. (L) (N) (L) (N) Spotlight |Game - Part 1 party T|E 47 Shark
4 |133105|242 (15) Goal  |Chrisley  |Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove (:10) ¥ Colombiana (2011, Action) Jordi Molla, |(:10) Law & Order: SVU EIN
UsA 34133105 Zone (L) (N) "Spiraling Down" "Home Invasions" they've got what it takes. (L) (N) Lennie James, Zoe Saldana. "Father Dearest" snack feature
35| 72 [182/278] Moonshiners "Beer hiners "The Moonshiners Mark, Digger, Tim and Tickle delve  [Moonshiners "Free Is  [Big Little Brawlers Double Mark & Digger partner with Danielle Parton Yesterday’s answer 1-30
pisc Before Liquor" Drunkest President” deep into bourbon country's darkest secret. Me" (N) “Last Laughs" (N) to run the first moonshine on her property in decades.
TLC 36 | 73 |183]280|sMothered sMothered 1000-Lb. Sisters 1000-Lb. Sisters (N)  [1000-Lb. Sisters (N)  |sMothered (N) (05) 90 Day Diaries 1000-Lb. Sisters 5 6 7 9 10 |11
38| 77 1120|269 UnBelievable "Bizarre |The Curse of Oak The Curse of Oak Digging Deeper Curse of Oak Island |(.05) Cursed Waters (:05) The Curse of Oak |(.05) Digging Deeper
HIST Deaths" Island "Filling Cavities" |Island "Chain Reaction" |"Plugged Up" (N) "Digging Back In" (N) | "Falling Stars" (N) Island " Chain Reaction" |"Plugged Up"
ARE 39 |134/118(265|Road Wars \Road Wars |Road Wars \Road Wars |Road Wars |Road Wars |Road Wars \Road Wars |Road Wars \Road Wars |Customer |Customer [RoadWars [RoadWars |RoadWars |RoadWars 13 14
0 1171851312 (4:00) ¥ The Vows We | Sweet Autumn (2020, Romance) Andrew % Winter in Vail (2020, Drama) Tyler Hynes, Marla |Golden Golden Golden Golden Golden Golden
HALL Keep Fiona Gubelmann. |Walker, Henriette Ivanans, Nikki DeLoach. Renae, Lacey Chabert. Girls Girls Girls Girls Girls Girls 17
35012212 (3:30) ¥ (:25) ¥ %% Troy (2004, Adventure) Eric Bana, Orlando Bloom, Brad Pitt. %% Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines (2003, Sci-Fi) %% Terminator Salvation (2009, Sci-Fi) Sam
SYFY 411135122244/ €] o erfield Nick Stahl, Claire Danes, Arnold Schwarzenegger. Worthington, Moon Bloodgood, Christian Bale.
8BS 43 [130[139]247|Big Bang |Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang |Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang |Mod Fam [Mod Fam [Mod Fam [Mod Fam
44 |131/138|2a5 (4:30) ¥ % The Meg (2018, Sci-Fi) Li Bingbing, NBA Tip- |NBA Basketball Indiana Pacers at Boston Celtics From TD NBA Basketball Philadelphia 76ers at Golden State Warriors NBA on
NT Rainn Wilson, Jason Statham. Off (L) (N) |Garden in Boston. (L) (N) From Chase Center in San Francisco. (L) (N) TNT (L) (N)
(3:00) ¥k % Braveheart (1995, History) Sophie  [¥%%* Gladiator (2000, History) Joaquin Phoenix, Connie Nielsen, Russell Crowe. %% 300 (2006, Action) Lena Headey, David Wenham,
AMC 4 131)254 Marceau, Patrick McGoohan, Mel Gibson. Gerard Butler.
COM 41 107]249[Seinfeld  [Seinfeld  [The Office [The Office |The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [South Park [South Park [South Park [South Park 28 |29
(@:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L) |College Baskethall Marquette at Villanova From |College Basketball Seton Hall at DePaul From College Basketball Fresno State at UNLV From
Fst 48641150219 (N) Finneran Pavilion in Villanova, Pa. (L) (N) Wintrust Arena in Chicago. (L) (N) Thomas & Mack Center in Las Vegas. (L) (N)
WGN 53 307|The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) |Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
WE 57 128(260|9-1-1 "Parenthood" 9-1-1 "First Responders" [9-1-1 "Treasure Hunt"  |9-1-1 "Suspicion" 9-1-1 "Survivors” 9-1-1 "Panic" 9-1-1 "Desperate Times" |9-1-1
FOOD 59 [153/110(231|Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped (N) Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped
BRAVO 60 |140/129(237|Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules (N) Southern Hospitality [Vanderpump Rules WatchWhat Jery WatchWhat
NICK 68 170(299](4:30) SpongeBob Loud House [Loud House [Loud House[SpongeBob|SpongeBob[SpongeBob|Friends  |Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends [Friends
DISN 69 [ 30 |172[290[Hamster & [Hamster & [(05) ¥k Ralph Breaks the Internet Marvel's |[Marvel's |Marvel's  [Marvel's [Ladybug [Ladybug |Villains  |Villains  [Ladybug [Ladybug
(2:30) #% % Night at the Museum (2006, Children) |¥% % The Parent Trap (1998, Children) Dennis Quaid, Natasha Richardson, |Good Trouble (N) The 700 Club The The
FREEFORM |70 | 32 1180/311| ¢ Gugino, Dick Van Dyke, Ben Stiller. Lindsay Lohan. Simpsons  [Simpsons
301 300(501 62 ¥k%* Spy (2015, Comedy) Jason Statham, ~ |Real Time With Bill ®x % The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (2001, % Lil Nas X: Long Live Montero (:40) True
HBO Rose Byrne, Melissa McCarthy. Maher Fantasy) lan McKellen, Liv Tyler, Elijah Wood. (23) “Part 3"
MAX 325 3100515 (4:30) ¥k % | Love (:15) ¥%* How to Talk to Girls at Parties (2017, [¥*** Rescue Dawn (2006, War) Steve Zahn, (:05) ¥%* The Promise (2016, History) Charlotte  [(:20) ¥%*% Out of the
You, Man Paul Rudd. Romance) Alex Sharp, Nicole Kidman, Elle Fanning. [Jeremy Davies, Christian Bale. Le Bon, Christian Bale, Oscar Isaac. Furnace Christian Bale.
351/851/318/505| 4% ¥x% Scream VI [(:15) ¥ The Lesson (2023, Thriller) Julie Delpy, Daryl[The Woman in the Wall[¥%%% You Hurt My Feelings ('23) |(35) %%% Adore (2013, Drama) Naomi Watts, Ben |%- Bridget
sHow 51(851|318/545) 193 Melissa Barrera. McCormack, Richard E. Grant. "Show Thyself" Tobias Menzies, Julia Louis-Dreyfus. fendelsohn, Robin Wright. Jones's Di...
7 (4:30) % Loud h (2022, (:35) ¥%** 12 0'Clock Boys: The |¥%%* The Inspection (22) Ral (:35) ¥%** Blue Velvet (1986, Thriller) Isabella  |(:35) ¥ Headhunters ('11) Nikolaj
e 375/859)327)553 Documentary) Director's Cut (2013, Documentary) |Castillo, Jeremy Pope. Rossellini, Dennis Hopper, Kyle MacLachlan. Coster-Waldau, Aksel Hennie.
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CLASSIFIEDS

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ANNOUNCE YOUR SER-
VICES in the Bluffton News-
Banner. A 20-word, line classi-
fied for two months is $97.
Contact the office at (260)
824-0224, 125 N. Johnson St.,
or www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

1/30

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-

hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to

wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West

Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to

prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Maintenance/Custodian. Appli-
cants must have general
knowledge of heating/cooling,
plumbing, electrical with the
ability to make minor repairs
and/or adjustments. Additional
responsibilities include building
maintenance and  ground
keeping. 20-year matrix salary
range for the position is
$43,682 - $52,774. Years of
service and experience will be
honored for a starting salary
up to five years in the pay ma-
trix. Apply at
www.wellscountysheriff.com
under "Job  Opportunities".
Deadline for Pre-application
submission is no later than
February 5, 2024. A full job de-
scription is also listed on the
website for review.

G Ul

Now Seeking: Kinder Haus Daycare - Full-Time Team Teacher

Kinder Haus Daycare at Swiss Village is now seeking a Full-Time
Team Teacher to work 32+ hours/week! Varied hours from 6am-
5pm M-F. Responsibilities include providing high quality childcare
services and assisting the Lead Teacher with supervision of the
classroom. Must have a high school diploma or GED and be at
least 18 years of age. Strong desire to work with children required.
Educational background in early childhood is preferred.

N

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist
Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711
oremail: careers@swissvillage.org
EOE
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9 Swiss Village, Inc.

Berne, IN

Now Seeking: Full-Time, Day Shift Nurse

Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking a Full-Time Healthcare Nurse for Day
Shift!Position will be 3 days/week, 6am-6pm, with a weekend rotation
required. Candidates must be licensed in the State of Indiana as a Licensed
Practical Nurse or Registered Nurse and be dependable, flexible, and have
excellent interpersonal skills. Position eligible for insurance benefits, Paid
Time Off (PT0), and 403(b) retirement plan participation.
$5,000 Sign On Bonus!!

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org, in person, or send Resume to:
Taylor Lehman, Vice President of HR
Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711

oremail: careers@swissvillage.org
EOE

A
7

G Wl

A

Lottery Numbers

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 03-25-33-40
45

Cashd4Life — 12-42-43-
45-53, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday —
12-13-15-16-17-19-22-39-
40-50-51-55-58-60-62-67-
69-73-74-78, BE: 39

Daily Three-Midday —
08-08-04, SB: 03

Daily Three-Evening —
02-01-08, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday —
00-03-08-04, SB: 03

Daily Four-Evening —
01-02-09-07, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening
— 02-03-07-09-14-15-16-
20-21-23-25-30-39-54-63-
66-70-71-73-76

Hosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $3.8 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Tuesday): $311 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Tuesday): $188 million

Help Wanted

JOURNAL GAZETTE
NEWSPAPER CARRIER
Deliver newspapers Mon-Sat
in Bluffton city limits. Delivery
hours approx. 2-6 am Mon-
Fri and 2-7 am Sat. Indepen-
dent contractor - Estimated
monthly pay $1,400. Call

260-750-0524 today!

HELOISE HINT: If a co-work-
er does not seem to like you.
Try to change this and at least
make the situation tolerable.
You can also discuss this with
your supervisor. It's best for
everyone to get along in the
office. Send your job-success
story to HELOISE@Heloise.
com.

Read & recycle
this newspaper

Public Notices

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
TO CREDITORS
ESTATE NO.
90C01-2401-EU-000002
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

WELLS COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that
JOSHUA HARTMAN and HEATH-
ER ABBOTT were on the 16th
day of January, 2024, appointed
as Personal Representative of the
ESTATE OF BERTHA M. WYATT,
deceased, who died on the 3rd day
of November, 2023.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
Office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after decedent’s death, whichever
is earlier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

DATED AT BLUFFTON, INDI-
ANA, THIS 16th DAY OF January,
2024.

Beth Davis
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT FOR WELLS
COUNTY, INDIANA
nb 1/23, 1/30
hspaxIp

90C01-2401-EU-000004
STATE OF INDIANA )
WELLS COUNTY

IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
IN THE MATTER OF THE )
ESTATE OF
DONALD E. OWENS,
Deceased
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
DAWN L. BRICKLEY was, on the
25th day of January, 2024, appoint-
ed personal representative of the
estate of DONALD E. OWENS,
deceased, who died on Decem-
ber 23, 2023, and was authorized
to administer said estate without
court supervision.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the clerk of this court with-
in three (3) months from the date of
the first publication of this notice,
or within nine (9) months after the
decedent’s death, whichever is
earlier, or the claims will be forever
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this
25th day of January, 2024.

Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
Timothy K. Babcock
Attorney No. 21526-90
DALE, HUFFMAN & BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-5566
Attorney for Estate

———

nb 1/30, 2/6
- hspaxip
Now Seeking: Baylor LPN/RN
The Baylor LPN/RN at Swiss Village, Inc. will be a weekend-only LPN/RN position SUDOKU ANSWER
working from 6am-6pm on Fridays and Saturdays OR Saturdays and Sundays. This oe/1 Xx Amouna
position will work 24 hours/week and be paid for 36 hours/week. Candidates must EvisziL|elelel[s]ole
be willing to work 48/52 weekends per year. Baylor LPNs/RNs will be considered ;9 alslzl1lzlelgly
Full-Time status and are eligible for benefits including health, dental, vision, and T slzlelviolslslLlz
life insurance, Paid Time Off (PT0), and 403 (b) retirement plan participation. H
$5,000 sign-on bonus! g }|6]8]c|S|¥|L€]9
§C¢|€L]|9|8|}[V]|G|6
Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to: solvislelzl6lglzlt
Taylor Lehman, VP of Human Resources
Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711 6/1|9]G|V|8[|C|L|¢E
oremail: careers@swissvillage.org AR AR AR IR AR AR
O /- |elslv[1iz[z]906][s

Public Sale Calendar

JANUARY 30 - 10 a.m. EDT - Stetzel Farm
LLC. Farm machinery retirement auction. Trac-
tors, planters, harvest equipment, tillage, mis-
cellaneous and farm related, trucks and trailers.
Timed online. No reserve. Contact Mike Stetzel,
260-450-2370, with equipment questions or to
set up an inspection appointment. Merit Auc-
tions, 833-273-9300, www.meritauctions.com,
auction manager: Zach Hiner, 260-437-2771.
JANUARY 30 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m. ET - Online -
Farm: Mann Farm. Property Location: Three
miles northwest of Craigville, IN; 1/4 mile south
of US 224 along 500 E in Lancaster Township,
Wells County. 36.75+/- total acres, 34.5+/- till-
able, 2.25+/- non-tillable, high quality farmland,
Wells Co. Soil Types: Pewamo silty clay loam,
Bount Del-Rey silt loam; WAPI: 140.6 bu. corn,
43.8 bu. soybeans. Additional information, drone
flight, photos available at halderman.com. Hal-
derman Real Estate & Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, Rick Johnloz: 260-827-8181, Neal
Wolheter: 260-336-2219.

FEBRUARY 2 - 10 a.m. - Secured creditors
& various consignors, owners. 815 Adams
St., Decatur. Online only truck & equipment
auction. Offering 500+ lots! 2012-2014 Freight-
liner M2106 box trucks, dump trucks, day cabs,
sleepers, utility trucks, bucket trucks, utility &
semi trailers, SUV’s, pickup trucks, 250+ vari-
ous skid steer attachments, various truck parts,
fencing, work benches, tool boxes & much
more! Accepting consignments! Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.

FEBRUARY 4 - 6 p.m. - Reida Zezula, owner.
2221 Lower Huntington Rd., Fort Wayne. Online
only personal property auction. Furniture, vacu-
um, name brand purses, Sentry safe, bedroom
sets, vintage picnic baskets, costume jewelry,
kitchen items, wicker swing, Star Wars collect-
ibles, Fiesta ware, Barbies, household items,
etc. Preview: Jan. 31, 5-6 p.m. Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.

FEBRUARY 12 - 6 p.m. - Daniel E. Schloss,
Elizabeth L. Burchfield (f/k/a Elizabeth L.
Schloss), Estate of Meshell L. Schloss. Wells
County 4-H Community Center, Bluffton. Online
bidding available. 164+/-A offered in 8 Tracts
or combination. Productive tillable land, profes-
sionally designed and stocked pond, recreation-
al woods, newer tree plantings w/conservation
grasses, potential country building sites, Hun-
tington County, Salamonie Township. Inspection
Feb. 5, 3-5p.m., call for private showing. Auction
managers: Jerry Ehle, 260-410-1996, Steven C.
Coil, 260-446-2037, Schrader Real Estate and
Auction Company, Inc., schraderauction.com,
800-451-2709.

FEBRUARY 13 - 6 p.m. - Keith L. Gilbert
estate. Markle Volunteer Fire Department, 150
W. Sparks St., Markle. Property: From Town of

Markle, travel northeast on Marzane Road 4
miles. 67.5+/-A offered in 4 tracts or any com-
bination, Wells County, Union Township. Tract
1: 18+/-A w/16.44+/-A tillable. Tract 2: 9.5+/-A
w/7.26+/-A tillable. Tract 3: 20+/-A, mostly till-
able. Tract 4: 20+/-A, mostly tillable. All tracts
have road access! Online bidding available.
Inspection: Feb. 3, 10 a.m.-noon. Auction man-
ager Al Pfister, 260-760-8922, Schrader Real
Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 800-451-
2709, schraderauction.com.

FEBRUARY 18 - 2 p.m. - Multiple consign-
ors, owners. Online only consignment auc-
tion. Furniture, freezers, Pokemon items, sports
cards, G.I. Joe figurines, china, 4 wheeler, riding
mower, fishing lures, upholstery fabric, house-
hold items, vintage toys, light fixtures, etc. Pre-
veiw Feb. 15, 3-5 p.m., 812 EIm Street, Decatur.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.

FEBRUARY 18-FEBRUARY 25 - (Online Only
Auction) - Thomas and Mary Woodward
and others, sellers. Outstanding collection of
antique pickle casters and brides baskets, Vic-
torian condiment sets, large glassware collec-
tion including Carnival, Fenton, cut and pressed
glass, Indiana glass, sterling silver, antique and
modern furniture, primitives, vintage toys, out-
standing line of shop tools, much more. Open
house: Feb. 15 and 22 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
102 S. Jefferson St., Ossian, IN. The Steffen
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOS-
ING FEBRUARY 21 - 6 p.m. EST - Dean Stop-
penhagen, owner. 3877 E 900 N, Ossian, IN
(located just east of Aviation Dr. on 900 N, north
side of road). Online only land auction! 69.588
tillable acres! Zoned: agricultural, residential
development potential!, Jefferson Township,
Northern Wells School Corporation. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
Kjauction.com.

FEBRUARY 25-MARCH 3 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - The Estate of Alan Johnson. 2021 Jeep
Grand Cherokee with 3,600 miles, 2 completely
restored 1967 and 1969 Vintage Triumph motor-
cycles, 2017 Grasshopper zero turn mower,
2018 Sur-Trac enclosed trailer, tools, modern
furniture, household. Open house: Feb. 25 from
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and Feb. 29 from 4 p.m. to 6
p.m., 3651 E. 1000 N., Ossian, IN. The Steffen
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 5 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - The Estate of Alan Johnson. Three
bedroom ranch home on full finished basement
located in prime Northern Wells location. This
home sits on a half acre lot with mature trees
and an asphalt driveway. Open houses: Feb. 25
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and Feb. 29 from 4 p.m. to
6 p.m., 3651 E. 1000 N., Ossian, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
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Sure-FloSamess

5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place e Bluffton, IN
Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net
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<2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

A-1 U-Stor
Q Safe & Secure

Self Storage

= 824-1846
*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com ZEZ|
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of

o Flack

ssociales

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

;-:Qw ofFice 260-824-1618 ¢ Corner of Main & Market » Bluffton, IN

COUNTRY
PLAC E Apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

+1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

- Private Entrances

» Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429
Virtual Tours Offered

OssianApartments.com

ASSISTING IN:

+ FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

.Home Remodel and Repair
Locally

\ —
/\7 4\@ Owned

[#Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile « Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1263
Jim Baker

We Carry Prevagen and CBD OQil!

R Warren _'Pﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St.,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN

U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton = é\

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey
Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding
«» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

e

GARAG E DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models - broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

HIDEAWRAY

BEER:=BOURBON
THURSDAY -

practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

T
MIHH v NAELA

“Wemstn

As your guide through

Dollar Off Drinks
: Excludes Po,
Asa resic}ent of the Wells County Zap Elemlcl I“c' WEDNE;DUAY _ KI;)RAOKE
Swearingen, bas devorcd bl | | ZOO-SBA-RYRT

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates
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ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!
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