
By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
A new statewide report is fuel-

ing discussions about consoli-
dating Indiana’s smallest school 
districts, but state lawmakers con-
tinue to lack an appetite for action 
— at least for now.

For years, the Indiana Chamber 
of Commerce has asked the Gen-
eral Assembly to move legislation 
that encourages school districts 
with fewer than 2,000 students to 
consolidate.

Small and rural school offi-
cials — longtime critics of the 

chamber’s lobby for more school 
consolidation — are pushing back 
against the new study and the 
potential for Indiana policies that 
would require small schools to 
increase their student population.

“We don’t have a problem with 
consolidation, but it needs to be 

driven by locals — it has to be 
something they want for it to be 
successful,” said Chris Lagoni, 
executive director of the Indiana 
Small and Rural Schools Asso-
ciation. “Our members do feel like 
there’s a lot of attacking going on 
here.”

“The state has said we want 
more private schools, we want 
more public schools, we want 
more choice, more choice, more 

choice,” he continued. “The cham-
ber advocated for those policies. 
That’s why we’re just having a 
hard time understanding this issue 
— because we’re not attacking it 
equally across all choices.”

The business advocacy group’s 
newest report highlights lagging 
academic performance in the 
state’s smallest schools — where 
a fifth of Hoosier students are 

Local/Area
 Obituaries. . . . . . . . . 3

Police Notebook  . . .3

Opinion
Michael Hicks . . . . .4

Also...
Sports. . . . . . . . . . . .8
Classifieds . . . . . . . .6
Diversions . . . . . . . .7

Vol. 95 No. 64

WEDNESDAY
January 17, 2024

Outside

 Today Thursday Friday
 High 23 High 27 High 19
   Low 19 Low 17 Low 4

Inside How to contact us:
   Call us: 824-0224

or 1-800-579-7476
  email@news-banner.com

On the Web:

www.news-banner.com
Follow us at:

twitter.com/newsbanner

Arnold Lumber Co.

Arnold Lumber Co.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

FREE QUOTES!

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

FABRAL Grandrib 3 Steel Roo� ng & Siding

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Hours: Monday-Thursday 7AM-5PM • Friday 7AM-4:30PM • Saturday 7AM-11:30AM

260-724-3108 • Fax 260-724-4505

Check Us Out on Facebook
425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, IN

Mostly sunny today, -15 
wind chill values

More Weather on Page 2

Fascinating giraffes 
in Here’s the Thing

Sp
or

ts Raiders win ACAC 
game vs. Patriots

Page 8

A
re

a
St

at
e NMS Spelling Bee 

winners announced
Page 3

Page 5

News-BannerThe
www.News-Banner.com

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2024 BLUFFTON, INDIANA • Wells County’s Hometown Connection $1.00

Online
Follow us on Facebook!

Go to www.facebook.com/
newsbanner
—————

Place Your Classified
Ads 24/7

Bluffton city engineer 
announces resignation

By JONATHAN SNYDER
The usual chatter and camaraderie that 

follows Bluffton Board of Public Works 
and Safety meetings was exchanged for a 
quiet and somber atmosphere as a signifi-
cant piece for Bluffton’s city development 
resigned.

Bluffton Mayor John Whicker announced 
former city engineer Kelly White’s letter of 
resignation Tuesday, much to the shock of 
Whicker’s fellow Board of Works members 
Josh Hunt and Scott Mentzer. In the letter, 
White thanked the city for the knowledge 
and experienced she has gained while in the 
position. 

White was hired Oct. 24, 2022, as the 
first-ever city engineer. Since then, she 
has helped rework Bluffton’s standards for 
sewer and water pipes alongside road con-
struction, overseen updates to the wastewa-
ter treatment plant and helped get the elec-
tric substation project on Cherry Street off 
the ground.

“Bummer,” was the word from Whick-
er after he read White’s resignation letter. 
Whicker then thanked White for all that she 
has done for the city, a sentiment echoed by 
both the board and the Bluffton Common 
Council, who met later on Tuesday. White’s 
last day will be on Feb. 2.

There was still some excitement for the 
board, however, as they approved a bid 
from E&B paving for road improvements 
via the Community Crossings Matching 
Grant. E&B had the low bid, totalling out 
to $1,966,039.64 for about six miles of pav-
ing. These include updates to Wiley Ave-
nue, Johnson Street, West and East Wabash 
Street, and North and South Oak Street 
among other roads.

“Let’s pave some roads,” said Mentzer 
with excitement.

The board also discussed two issues 
surrounding clean up issues. One for a 
property on 80 Sunset Lot, as the Build-
ing Department’s junk violation notifica-
tion letters have gone unanswered since 
April of last year. There is a delinquent tax 
bill currently on the property, which leads 
Hunt to wonder if there is anybody still on 
the property. No official action was taken 
by the board.

The other clean-up issue involves the 
demolition of two houses on Hale Street and 
the 200 block of East Market Street. Bids 
were put out for the project in November 
of last year, but there have been no offers. 
Interest was shown by Grant Frauhiger of 
Frauhiger Excavating, but he stated that he 

Zachary Delozier is pictured walking into the Wells County Jail after he was brought back to the 
state by the Wells County Sheriff’s Department last Thursday. (Photo by Sydney Kent)

All three kidnapping 
suspects arrive in Wells, 
new charges added

By SYDNEY KENT
Prosecutors in Wells 

County have approved 
additional charges for a 
man accused of kidnapping 
an 11-year-old from Zanes-
ville in late December.

Zachary Delozier, 27, 
South Dakota, in addi-
tion to a Level 5 felony 
for kidnapping, now faces 
additional charges for child 
molesting, a Level 1 felony, 
child molesting, a Level 
2 felony, promotion of child sexual human 
trafficking, a Level 3 felony, and child solic-

itation, a Level 4 felony. Multiple officials 
have referred to Delozier as the “leader” of 

Zachary DelozierSara GaudinoIsaiah Schryvers

Common Council handles 
ordinance amendments

By JONATHAN SNYDER
It was an ordinance outburst for Bluff-

ton’s Common Council as three were 
approved Tuesday.

After the first reading on the Wells 
County Flood Damage Prevention Ordi-
nance amendments in its Jan. 2 meeting, the 
council officially approved the changes on 
the second hearing. The only changes to the 
ordinance involve cleaning up the wording 
surrounding the standards for manufactured 
homes and recreational vehicles in special 
flood hazard areas.

The council also approved of a rezoning 
ordinance for Life Community Church’s 
parking lot on South Street west of Jersey 
Street. The rezoning request was given a do-
pass recommendation by the Wells County 
Area Plan Commission on Jan. 4. The park-
ing lot is now an industrial zone, where 

equipment and landscaping materials will 
be stored by Dubach Landscaping, who was 
given permission from the church to use the 
lot.

“It does fit the area,” said council mem-
ber Josh Hunt, a sentiment echoed by his 
peers on the council — Sarah Reed, Chan-
dler Gerber, Rick Elwell, Scott Mentzer, 
Janella Stronczek and Blake Fiechter. Hunt 
further clarified that a screen will be put up 
to shield off the line of sight from the resi-
dential areas next to the site, in accordance 
with Wells County ordinances.

The council’s final ordinance approval of 
the day involved approving additional funds 
from the Community Crossings Grant Fund. 
$1,973,365.92 from the fund will be added 
to the Paving/ADA Curb Line Item. Half of 
those funds will be paid for by the Commu-

Snow day
Ella McLeod celebrates her final day as a three-year-old with some fun in the snow. 
(Photos by Sydney Kent)

Wells County expected to 
partner with Markle park

By HOLLY GASKILL
Wells County Commissioners have 

pledged to work with the Markle Fish and 
Game Club Park to complete updates and 
renovations. 

The fundraising committee for the proj-
ect hopes to raise $250,000 as matching 
funds for a grant available through the state 
of Indiana. Mike Grant, Markle assistant 
superintendent, and Nick Lund, Markle 
Town Council member, discussed their fun-

draising efforts during the commissioners’ 
Tuesday meeting. 

The town has a five-year plan of 
improvements, with renovations to the 
softball/baseball diamond, concessions, 
and concert stage area first on their list. 
Although the park is not within the Wells 
County portion of Markle, commissioners 
Jeff Stringer and Blake Gerber recognized 
that it is an asset to residents of Wells. “I 

State lawmakers seem unlikely to tackle school consolidation
School officials are additionally pushing back against a new 

report that calls for small and rural schools to merge.
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enrolled — and pushes to 
consolidate at least some of 
the state’s rural schools and 
increase district sizes.

Although the latest study 
dropped just before the start 
of the 2024 session, the 
issue of school consolida-
tion doesn’t seem to be on 
policymakers’ radars.

So far, none of the rough-
ly 700 bills filed deal with 
consolidation, though such 
language could be amended 
into existing bills later in 
the session. One proposal, 
House Bill 1134, authored 
by Rep. Ed Clere, R-New 
Albany, addresses the distri-
bution of local income taxes 
after school districts merge, 
but it does not seek to enact 
policy pertaining to — or 
requiring — consolidation, 
specifically.

Instead, education-relat-
ed agendas released by the 
governor and GOP legis-
lative leaders focus on lit-
eracy, career readiness and 
antisemitism.

When asked by the Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle, Indi-
ana Secretary of Education 
Katie Jenner said she hadn’t 
reviewed the Chamber’s 
report in full. She addition-
ally did not say whether 
she thought more Hoosier 
school districts should con-
solidate.

The chamber maintains 
that — while difficult — 
conversations about con-
solidation and other reforms 
to improve performance at 
small and rural schools need 
to start now.

Chamber leadership said 
cutting the number of small 
districts in half will help 
increase educational attain-
ment in Indiana and pro-
duce more workforce-ready 
graduates. It could also help 
school districts struggling 
financially.

“Consolidation is the 
boogeyman. Historically, 
it’s the most controversial 
when talking about closing 
schools or consolidating 
districts. But we don’t see 
this as a solution for every-
thing,” said Jeff Brantley, 
the chamber’s senior vice 

president of political affairs. 
“We have talked in the 
state a lot over the last two 
decades about what’s hap-
pening in our urban districts. 
And there are still serious 
problems today. We don’t 
talk enough about what’s 
happening in small and rural 
towns in Indiana.”

A yearslong push
The School Corporation 

Reorganization Act of 1959 
led to a significant decrease 
in the number of districts 
across Indiana — from 939 
before the law took effect 
down to 382 by 1968.

In recent decades, con-
solidation has been far less 
common, however.

The 2007 Kernan-Shepa-
rd government streamlin-
ing report commissioned 
by Gov. Mitch Daniels rec-
ommended districts smaller 
than 2,000 students con-
solidate. Even so, legislation 
never advanced in the State-
house.

That same year, lawmak-
ers sent $200,000 to the 
Indiana Department of Edu-
cation for school corpora-
tions to conduct consolida-
tion feasibility studies dur-
ing the 2007-08 and 2008-
09 school years. Eight stud-
ies were conducted under 
the IDOE grant program, 
with varied findings from 
corporation to corporation. 

That led to the consolida-
tion of only two districts — 
Turkey Run and Rockville 
— into western Indiana’s 
North Central Parke Com-
munity School Corporation 
in 2013. District officials 
said students and fami-
lies were supportive of the 
merger because it increased 
opportunities for students to 
take advanced courses and 
participate in athletics.

Consolidation efforts 
in other parts of the state, 
like Randolph and Wabash 
counties, have been unsuc-
cessful, though.

The last serious push for 
school consolidation came 
in 2017, when a separate 
Ball State study commis-
sioned by the chamber pro-
duced similar findings to 

the one released earlier this 
month. 

Researchers noted that 
school corporation size 
impacted nearly every mea-
sure of student performance 
studied. Corporations with 
fewer than 2,000 students 
generally performed worse 
on SATs, passed Advance 
Placement tests at a lower 
rate, had a lower ISTEP pas-
sage rate and scored worse 
on most end-of-course 
assessments. 

Indiana  lawmakers 
responded with a one-time 
financial incentive of $250 
per student to schools that 
wanted to consolidate. But 
no school districts applied 
for a grant from the $5 mil-
lion fund.

Other studies have shown 
that around 2,000 students is 
the minimum for school cor-
porations in Indiana to sup-
port adequate student perfor-
mance. But more than half of 
Indiana’s school corporations 
had K-12 enrollment lower 
than 2,000 in 2022. 

And small school dis-
tricts are only getting smaller, 
according to the latest data. 
About 74 percent of the 162 
districts with less than 2,000 
students saw declining enroll-
ments over the last decade.

The chamber’s 2024 
study emphasized that 
increasing school corpora-
tion size to around 2,000 
students has the potential to 
reduce per pupil cost and 
free up funds for classroom 
instruction or other pur-
poses — changes that could 
improve the educational 
outcomes of students.

Researchers said further 
that a more modest increase 
to student enrollment in the 
state’s smallest school dis-
tricts can improve perfor-
mance, as well.

‘Flawed’ data?
But Lagoni, along with 

Indiana School Boards 
Association executive direc-

tor Terry Spradlin, point 
to what they say is a mis-
representation of data in 
the chamber’s study. They 
maintain, too, that the idea 
of consolidation is “simply 
flawed altogether.”

“The chamber’s report is 
wholly inadequate. It’s not 
complete. It doesn’t look at 
the full spectrum of educa-
tional policy and systems 
that the state is funding,” 
Spradlin said. 

Spradlin noted the cham-
ber’s study doesn’t adjust 
for poverty, for example. 

“There’s no secret — and 
they don’t address this in 
the report — that the big-
gest predictor of academic 
outcomes is family income, 
poverty,” he said. “Of 
course the smallest, rural 
districts and communities 
have high poverty. But the 
correlation here is that some 
of our largest urban districts 
also have a high concentra-
tion of poverty.”

He pointed to data in the 
chamber study showing that 
students in districts with 
enrollment between 500 and 
999 students earn the high-
est percentage of academic 
honors diplomas compared 
to all other districts. 

Spradlin also emphasized 
that Indiana’s small and 
rural school corporations 
currently operate 32 early 
college high schools that 
enable students to complete 
the Indiana College Core or 
an associate degree before 
graduation. Further, many 
Indiana small and rural high 
schools are leaders in Career 
and Technical Education 
programming, he said.

Spradlin additionally 
held that the chamber study 
fails to illustrate adequate 
data about charter schools, 
which would have been the 
lowest performing group of 
schools in the state had they 
been analyzed the same as 
small and rural schools.
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Weather
Wednesday, January 17, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:24 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 7; Low: 2; Precipitation: 0.4 inches of snow
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.93  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 23. Wind chill 

values as low as -15. Southwest wind 15 to 20 mph, with 
gusts as high as 30 mph. 

Tonight: Cloudy, with a low around 19. Southwest wind 
10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Thursday: A 50 percent chance of snow. Cloudy, with a 
high near 27. Southwest wind around 10 mph. 

Thursday Night: Snow likely, mainly after 1 a.m. 
Cloudy, with a low around 17. North wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 60 percent. New snow accumula-
tion of around an inch possible. 

Friday: Snow likely, mainly before 1 p.m. Mostly cloudy 
and cold, with a high near 19. Chance of precipitation is 60 
percent. New snow accumulation of 1 to 2 inches possible. 

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 4.
Saturday: Mostly sunny and cold, with a high near 17.
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 0.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 21.
Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 14.
Monday: A slight chance of rain and snow. Mostly 

cloudy, with a high near 35. Chance of precipitation is 20 
percent.

Monday Night: A chance of rain. Cloudy, with a low 
around 31.

Tuesday: Rain likely. Cloudy, with a high near 39.
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the three arrested. 
Delozier could potential-

ly spend the rest of his life in 
prison as he faces a sentence 
of up to 104 years if found 
guilty of the charges.

Delozier pled not guilty 
to the charges during his ini-
tial hearing in the Wells Cir-
cuit Court on Tuesday morn-
ing. He is currently being 
held on a $500,000 bond 
and has been appointed a 
public defender.

Sara Gaudino, 23, and 
Isaiah Schryvers, 24, were 
also charged with kidnap-
ping, a Level 5 felony. Less 
than three weeks after the 
trio allegedly abducted the 
child, all suspects have 
returned to the state. The 
van reportedly used in the 
crime was also brought to 
Indiana to be processed for 
evidence.

Both Gaudino and 
Schryvers arrived at the 
Wells County Jail on Mon-
day evening. Both suspects 
are scheduled for initial 
hearings at 8 a.m. today 
in the Wells Circuit Court, 
where more charges may be 

added.
The three suspects were 

located with the miss-
ing child at a traffic stop 
in Barneveld, Wisconsin, 
approximately 24 hours after 
a Silver Alert was issued on 
New Year’s Eve. 

In a statement to The 
News-Banner Tuesday eve-
ning, Sheriff Scott Holliday 
said the license plate reader 
cameras from Flock Safety 
were instrumental to locat-
ing the missing child and 
suspects.

“Unfortunately, as our 
investigation further unfolds 
it has warranted additional 
charges,” Holiday said. 
“The use of Flock cameras 
was a key piece to us locat-
ing the child and bringing 
her home safe to her fam-
ily. They were not our cam-
eras, but this is one reason 
why I believe they are an 
important tool and why I am 
implementing them in our 
county.”

The News-Banner will 
continue to follow these 
cases as they are processed 
in the Wells Circuit Court.

sydney@news-banner.com

needed a time frame within 
which to work. While May 
31 was a suggested date, no 
official action was taken by 
the board.

Additionally, the board 
gave a $1 hourly raise to 
Supervisor Dick Green of 

the Electric Department. 
The board also approved 
an SRF payment request 
totalling $134,508 for 
Inliner Solutions LLC 
for work on inlining the 
water lines for drainage. 
The tabled raise for Jona-
than Templin of the Fire 

Department was given an 
official decision as well. 
After looking at the sal-
ary ordinance in detail, 
the board saw that Tem-
plin’s time as a part-time 
firefighter does not count 
towards his one year 
raise as a paid on-call 

firefighter.
T h e  b o a r d  a l s o 

announced that the case of 
the missing water on West 
Wabash Street has been 
resolved. The new meters 
are working as intended so 
far.

jonathan@news-banner.com

nity Crossings Grant.
The council also unanimously 

elected to keep Mentzer as the coun-
cil president and approved their 
appointments for other city bodies in 
2024. 

The appointments made by the 
council are as follows:

• Board of Public Works and Safety 

— Mentzer and Hunt
• Economic Development Council 

— Elwell
• Bluffton Redevelopment Commis-

sion — Gerber, Hunt, Stronczek, Men-
tzer and Elwell

• Wells Economic Development 
Commission — John Emshwiller

• Wells County Area Plan Commis-
sion — Gerber

• 911 Board — Hunt and Elwell
• ABC Board — Ron Bleving
• Bluffton NOW — Stronczek
• Wells County Convention and Vis-

itors Commission — Brandy Fiechter
• Bluffton Fire Territory — Mentzer
• Wells County Solid Waste District 

— Mentzer
• Wells County Trails — Stronczek

jonathan@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

City engineer

Common Council

Markle park
know the Norwell girls’ 
league wears everything out 
out there,” Stringer said.

However, the commis-
sioners were unable to com-
mit a specific dollar amount 
to the campaign on Tuesday. 
They advised they would 
need to review their budget 
and discuss it with Commis-
sioner Mike Vanover, who 
was absent. 

The fundraising com-
mittee has already raised 
$100,000 for another match-
ing grant, which can be used 
again as matching funds 
for this new grant. Grant 
reported the town of Markle 
will be voting on a $25,000 
contribution, and they 
expect Huntington County 
Commissioners to commit 
$30,000. 

Grant also stated they 

would be taking some 
money from the Mar-
kle Fish and Game Club 
endowment.

“In this case, we’re com-
ing to the commissioners 
for an ask, but we’re going 
to leave that open as to what 
you deem fit,” Grant said. 

“I don’t think we can 
make a commitment that 
large — that’s my opinion,” 
Gerber advised. 

Grant said they also hope 
to install new playground 
equipment and build pick-
leball courts, an outdoor fit-
ness area, a utility building, 
and a new community build-
ing, among other items.

The deadline for the 
grant is Feb. 2. The com-
missioners’ next regularly 
scheduled meeting is 5 p.m. 
Feb. 6.

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

School consolidation 
(Continued from Page 1)

Follow us on Twitter at...twitter.com/newsbanner
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-

ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include 
the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of 
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of 
calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling 
arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, 
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person, 
there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will 
coordinate obituary publication.

Police NotebookErnest “Ernie” J. Barclay, 73
Ernest “Ernie” J. Barclay, 73, of 

Uniondale, passed away Monday 
evening, Jan. 15, 2024, at his resi-
dence, surrounded by his loving 
family.

Ernie was born Nov. 4, 1950 
in Cambridge, Ohio to John and 
Theresa (Miles) Barclay. He gradu-
ated from Meadowbrook High 
School in 1968. 

He served as an aircraft 
mechanic for the U.S. Air Force 
for 12 years, three of those years 
were spent in Vietnam. He was a truck driver for 42 
years. Ernie was able to be a part of Honor Flight 38 in 
September 2022. He enjoyed woodworking and camp-
ing. 

On August 12, 2002, Ernie and Tina Barclay were 
married in Reno, Nev. They shared 21 years of marriage 
together.

Survivors included his wife, Tina of Uniondale; his 
children, Angela (Paul) Rose of Cumberland Gap, Ohio, 
Theresa Renaye Barclay and Lisa Ann (Michael) Gatrell, 
both of Fort Wayne, Brandy Stronczek of Markle, Aaron 
(Janella) Stronczek of Bluffton, Christopher (Gina) Stron-
czek of Roanoke, Tamara York of New Haven and 
Heather (Aaron) Springer of Fort Wayne; along with 20 
grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren.

Ernie is preceded in death by his parents and a broth-
er, Robert Barclay.

Funeral services take place at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 20, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral 
Home with Pastor Troy Drayer officiating.

Visitation will be held from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 19, 2024, and for one hour prior to the service Sat-
urday at the funeral home. 

A graveside service will be held at 10 a.m. Monday, 
Jan. 22, 2024, at Marion National Cemetery will full mil-
itary honors by the United Sates Air Force Honor Guard 
and the American Legion Post 111 Honor Guard.

Memorials may be made in Ernie’s memory to Honor 
Flight of Northeast Indiana.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home. Friends can send online condolences to the 
family at www.thomarich.com.

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us
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Jerry Flack
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MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
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fast,   
reliable   
fiber
internet 

833.727.5563  
twncomm.com/heartland

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms and conditions apply. Taxes,
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. A line connection fee may be applicable. Call for details or visit
twncomm.com/terms-conditions for additional information and terms and conditions of services. Residential customers on
qualifying internet plans will receive download/upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan.  A 30-day notice 
is required to cancel service. 

SERVICE  NOW AVAILABLE  IN  MANY  AREAS.
Sign up today or get fiber-ready by signing the underground agreement. 
Call for more details!

UNLIMITED DATA  |  UP TO 1* GBPS  |  24/7 SUPPORT
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Heavy Glass Shower Doors •  Auto Glass • Vinyl Windows, 
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INCIDENTS
City:
Saturday, noon, West 

Wabash and North Oak 
streets. Report of a loose dog.

Sunday, 7:41 p.m., West 
Market and North Johnson 
streets, Bluffton. Vehicle in 
middle of the road, subject 
advised he was delivering 
food. Advised to use an open 
parking space next time.

Monday, 3:26 p.m., Bluff-
ton High School. Report of 
activated fire alarm. Water 
coming from under door.

Monday, 5:12 p.m., 
West Market and North 
Oak streets. Welfare check 
requested for child walk-
ing with backpack outside. 
Unable to locate.

Monday, 8:33 p.m., 200 
block of Capri Court. Report 
of a person possibly using 
drugs.

Tuesday, 8:57 a.m., 
South Main and East Hor-
ton streets. Warrant served to 
Skylark Gearlds.

County:
Friday, 1:12 p.m., 2700 

West 300 North, Bluffton. 
Report of harassment via 
cell phone.

Friday, 2:51 p.m., 1100 
South 700 West, Montpelier. 
Report of stolen television 
and video game system while 
caller was out on vacation.

Friday, 11:04 p.m., 5800 

North Main Street, Union-
dale. Report of a tree that 
fell and was blocking the 
roadway.

Saturday, 1:48 p.m., Ind. 
116 and 600 East, Bluffton. 
Caller requested permit for 
dead deer.

Saturday, 6:18 p.m., 
South Main and East Market 
streets, Petroleum. Report of 
tree partially in roadway.

Sunday, 8:37 p.m., Ind. 
218 and South 400 West, 
Poneto. Charter bus had 
vehicle issues due to weath-
er, officer stood by with 
lights until they were on 
their way.

Sunday, 11:05 p.m., 900 
South and South Ind. 3, War-
ren. Report of a  black dog. 
Dog ran away.

Monday, 5:35 a.m., 2600 
South Ind. 1, Bluffton. 
Report of a semi truck with 
trailer fallen in roadway. Ind. 
1 shut down.

Monday, 1:58 p.m., 
South 475 West and 1000 
South, Montpelier. Report of 
large tree in roadway. Coun-
ty Highway Department 
contacted.

Monday, 4:15 p.m., 7000 
West 900 South, Warren. 
Subject reported neighbors 
tree fell into his yard.

Ossian:
Sunday, 11:13 p.m., Ind. 

224 and 250 East, Ossian. 

Report of railroad arms mal-
functioning.

Sunday, 12:31 a.m., Nor-
well Middle School. Report 
of fire alarm at school show-
ing water flow. Found burst 
pipe and contacted mainte-
nance staff.

Tuesday, 10:30 a.m., 
Ossian Town Hall. Subject 
came to town hall to report 
he hit two mailboxes earlier 
that morning.

FIRES
County: 
Tuesday, 1:45 a.m., 1700 

West Ind. 218, Poneto. Call-
er reported fire in kitchen 
and on ceiling, all subjects 
safely out of residence. Fire 
under control approximately 
2:31 a.m.

ACCIDENTS
City: 
Thursday, 11:15 a.m., 

1250 S Wayne Street. Alexia 
Wheeler was backing her 
Ford Fusion when she col-
lided with a Chevy Malibu 
driven by David Stults. The 
Malibu was also backing. 
Damages did not exceed 
$10,000.

Saturday, 1:15 p.m., Main 
and Wiley streets. Mitchell 
Welbaum was talking to a 
passenger at a red light and 
began to proceed forward 
thinking the light had turned 
green. Welbaum’s Grand 
Prix collided with a Chrys-

ler 200 driven by Lori Wil-
son. Damages did not exceed 
$2,500.

County:
Tuesday, 6:30 a.m., Ind 

124 and Ind 1. Tony Dow-
ell was stopped at a red light 
when his Chevrolet Trail-
blazer was rear ended by a 
Mercury Milan driven by 
Vivian Girod. Girod advised 
she could not stop in time 
due to snow.  Damages did 
not exceed $2,500.

ARRESTS
I s a i a h  A l e x a n d e r 

Schryvers, 24, Rapid City, 
S.D., kidnapping, a Level 5 
felony. No bond set.

Sara Lynn Gaudino, 23, 
S.D., kidnapping, a Level 5 
felony. No bond set.

Skylark Gearlds, 33, 
Bluffton, sex offender reg-
istration violation, a Level 6 
felony. No bond set.

Casey Lee Huntley, 42, 
Bluffton, possession of a 
hypodermic syringe and 
possession of methamphet-
amine, both Level 6 felonies, 
possession of marijauna and 
possession of parapherna-
lia, both misdemeanors, and 
contempt of court. No bond 
set.

Clinton Aaron Gates, 
42, Fort Wayne, operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated, a 
Class C misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $1,000.

Meals available for 
those in need at Yergy’s

Free meals for those in need are available at Yergy’s 
State Road BBQ, located at 1415 S Main St. in Bluffton. 
Those wishing to utilize the offering can find a ticket on the 
wall and submit it at the register for a meal.

Mike Vanover has partnered with the business to start the 
“pay-it-forward” opportunity. Other community members 
are welcome to participate and help another in need.

Seth Bennett was misidentified in a photo caption from 
Monday’s fire on Central Avenue in Bluffton. Triston Nib-
lick’s name was also misspelled.

Corrections and clarifications

NMS Spelling Bee Champions
Pictured is Norwell Middle School spelling bee runner-up 
Zeke Ford and winner Benjamin Peterson. The competi-
tion had 17 spellers who competed for 14 rounds. Peter-
son, an eighth grade student, won with the word “sau-
sage.” Both Peterson and Ford will advance to the online 
regional qualifiers in February. (Photo provided)

ICBA lists FBB 
among Top 100 lenders

First Bank of Berne FBB has once again been listed in 
the Top 100 Independent Community Bankers of America 
by the ICBA. 

First Bank of Berne has a long history of agricultural 
lending, beginning when it opened in 1891. Today, FBB has 
grown into a regional leader in agribusiness lending, as evi-
denced by being named to the nation’s Top 100 list, ranking 
67th in 2023. FBB employs experienced farm financial con-
sultants with a proven ability to help agribusinesses prosper. 
The community bank offers a variety of agricultural lending 
services, including both long and short-term loans. 

“We are proud to have been selected by the ICBA as one 
of the nation’s best ag lenders,” said Rick Gentis, Agribusiness 
Banking Manager for the First Bank of Berne. “I am grateful 
to our wonderful ag customers, who trust us to help them grow 
year after year. I also must give credit to our amazing team of 
ag lenders, who make it their priority to provide our customers 
with the wisdom and insights that come from our bank’s 133-
plus years of ag lending experience.” 

Follow us on Twitter at...twitter.com/newsbanner

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. (AP) — An inmate has died fol-
lowing an apparent fight with another inmate at a federal 
prison in western Indiana, officials said.

The Federal Bureau of Prisons said inmate Mario Waters, 
35, was found unresponsive about 12:20 a.m. Monday at 
the U.S. Penitentiary in Terre Haute following a "perceived 
altercation" with another inmate.

Despite life-saving efforts, Waters was later pronounced 
dead Monday at a Terre Haute hospital.

The FBI has been notified about Waters' death, the 
Bureau of Prisons said.

Waters was sentenced in the Eastern District of Arkansas 
to life for conspiracy to commit sex trafficking of a minor. 
He had been incarcerated at the high-security federal prison 
in Terre Haute since April 21, 2023, the Tribune-Star report-
ed.

Terre Haute is a located about 70 miles west of Indianap-
olis.

Inmate dies following apparent fight 
with another inmate at federal prison 

At its regular weekly meeting on 
Thursday, January 18th, Ossian Rotary 
will host Ben Reckenberger, the new 
CEO and executive director of the 
United Way of Wells County. He’s 
been in the non-profit world for over a 
decade and says he feels the most ful-
filled when he is serving others.

United Way of Wells County is a 
locally governed, volunteer driven 
organization. The board is comprised 
of 13-17 community leaders, and the 
first full-time executive director was 
hired in 1999.

The focus of United Ways has shifted 
over the last few years from fundraisers and allocators of those 
funds to community impact. United Way of Wells County is in 
the business of improving lives with sustained changes in the 
local community. Ben says his goal is looking forward to con-
tinuing to get to know those that call Wells County home and 
make significant impact to help the community thrive.

Anyone is welcome to attend Ossian Rotary this Thurs-
day morning, at 7:30 at First Baptist Church of Ossian, 1001 
Dehner Drive for this program.

Next Thursday Ossian Rotary will hear from Grace 
Hochstetler, disaster program manager of the Wells County 
Red Cross.

Please note that Ossian Rotary will cancel when Nor-
well Community Schools has a delay or cancellation due to 
weather.

Ossian Rotary is a small part of a larger organization, Rota-
ry International, which was founded almost 120 years ago in 
Chicago. Ossian Rotary is a group of people with a desire to 
meet new people, network, get involved and make a differ-
ence in Ossian and the surrounding community. Each week we 
have a different speaker, usually business experts, political and 
civic leaders, and entrepreneurs, who help us stay informed on 
topics that are relevant to our community. Anyone is welcome 
to attend. Please contact Jeremy Penrod, Ossian Rotary Presi-
dent, at Jeremy.Penrod@edwardjones.com.

Ossian Rotary to hear 
from Ben Reckenberger of 
Wells County United Way

Ben Reckenberger
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Governor Holcomb, along with 
leaders of the House and Senate, laid 
out a legislative plan to hold back stu-
dents who fail to pass the 3rd Grade 
IREAD exam. This is a significant 
policy issue because about one in five 
Hoosier 3rd graders fail to pass the 
reading test. This pass rate has wors-
ened substantially since COVID. My 
back of the envelope analysis suggests 
that adding another year of school for 
15,000 children would cost over $125 
million a year.

Other states have 
tackled this issue already, 
including West Virginia 
and Mississippi. West 
Virginia will begin to hold 
back current 1st graders 
who don’t pass their read-
ing tests by the end of third 
grade. For almost a decade, students in Mississippi who 
fail the test have been held back. However, students in both 
states pass the tests at lower rate than do Hoosier students, 
though this may be due to different standards across states.

There are more than fiscal issues at play as well, and I 
certainly don’t know what the right policy decision might 
be. Still, Hoosiers should welcome a full and open discus-
sion of the matter. Of course, this should begin with a full 
set of facts combined with rigorous analysis to share with 
the legislature.

Before taking up the question of whether to hold 3rd 
graders back, we’d want to know the costs, as well as the 
benefits of doing so. So, I’d expect that we’ll soon hear not 
only a more rigorous fiscal analysis than I provided above, 
but much more details on the effect of the IREAD test on 
ultimate student success.

Knowing this requires more than just restating statistics. 
After all, it should be very simple to report IREAD pass 
rates of high school graduates versus drop outs over several 
cohorts of students. This could be done by demographics 
such as gender, race, ethnicity, poverty rates and school 
corporation size. We’d also want to know the demograph-
ics of pass/fail for students in 4th grade this year. Georgia 
has a “Governor’s Office of Student Achievement” that put 
together just such a study of their 3rd grade reading test in 
2017.

These descriptive statistics data are fine, but they aren’t 
really sufficient for policymaking. The key question is what 
the effect failing the IREAD had on later student achieve-
ment, controlling for all these other factors. Any competent 
researcher should be able to undertake this statistical test, 
so I would expect we will hear the answer in the coming 
weeks of testimony.

One recent study performed by the University of Chi-
cago found that once individual student demographics and 
school effects were properly controlled for, very few edu-
cational outcomes differences were predicted by 3rd grade 
reading scores. This study is a perfect illustration of the 
issue.

The descriptive statistics of 3rd grade reading scores 
suggested major impacts on later reading scores, school 
attendance, course failure, GPA, graduation, school atten-
dance and college attendance. But, when individual demo-
graphics (race, gender, poverty rate and cognitive impair-
ment), 8th grade reading scores and school characteristics 
were included in the statistical model, the 3rd grade test 
scores lost all ability to predict student outcomes. Let me 
state this more plainly.

In a study of Chicago’s schools, the research team found 
that when you control for individual student demographics, 
their 8th grade reading scores and individual school char-
acteristics, passing or failing 3rd grade reading tests had no 
effect on later educational outcomes (GPA, absences, high 
school graduation or college attendance). It is worth noting 
that this comprehensive study was performed on Chicago’s 
schools in 2010.

This is a classic problem in evaluating school outcomes 
and interventions. Many different variables are correlated, 
such as race, poverty, cohort performance and test scores. 
Descriptive statistics alone cannot answer questions about 
the role of 3rd grade reading and later school performance. 
To answer that question, you have to do analysis. Without 
it, you might be trying to fix a problem that doesn’t exist.

Doubtless such a study has been conducted on Indiana 
students, and we’ll soon learn the results of that study. But, 
there are other issues as well that the legislature should 
know as they approach this problem.

First among these is simply whether holding a student 
back improves later outcomes. A recent doctoral disserta-
tion at Ball State reports that among the students held back 
for IREAD, outcomes improved in later reading tests. 
But, this study didn’t go beyond 8th grade. Another study 
by a team of economists found that higher retention rates 
affected long-term average educational and economic out-
comes. Interestingly here, the benefits of this effect accrued 
to students who were promoted. Those who were held back 
faced a large economic cost. Because the number who were 
promoted was much greater than those held back, the net 
benefits were very positive.

As COVID demonstrated, not everyone is comfortable 
with this sort of benefit-cost analysis. But legislators and 
governors don’t have that luxury. They must consider such 
issues when evaluating policy alternatives.

Of course, this debate raises other questions. Does grade 
retention have other costly effects that might not have 
been considered? What is the optimal age to hold students 
back, and does that vary by gender? Are there lower-cost 
interventions that could improve reading outcomes? Are 
the reading standards appropriate? This debate raises even 
bigger questions.

Indiana is more than 20 years into expanding school 
choice. Those policies vastly expanded options for par-
ents, and focused heavily on cutting costs for taxpayers. 
What has been the effect? In 2000, before the first school 
choice, 88 percent of Hoosier students attended local pub-
lic schools. In 2022, that number was 89 percent. Indiana 
has an almost fully operational school choice system, and 
traditional public schools have won the competition for 
students.

At the same time, we struggle on every important 
domain of educational attainment. In 2000 we were ranked 
43rd among states in educational attainment. We rose to 
38th by 2010, and are back down to 43rd today. The push 
for cost savings and choice has benefits, but higher levels 
of educational attainment are not among them. There are 
other concerns that warrant a focus on quality over cost 
savings.

Nationwide, the wage premium for completing high 
school is a roughly 35 percent pay boost above those who 
don’t graduate. Here in Indiana, it is 10.1 percent. That 
may be because we have an excess supply of high school 
graduates, but it may also be that employers don’t value our 
high school diplomas as strongly as those from other states. 
Either way, a focus on quality is in order, and 3rd grade 
reading is a fine place to start..

Michael Hicks is the George and Frances Ball Distinguished 
Professor of Economics and the director of the Center for Business 

and Economic Research at Ball State University. 

Thinking hard about
the IREAD test

Michael 
Hicks

Hoosier
Opinions

What Democrats will never do
to defend democracy

Joe Biden went to Valley Forge to give a big 
speech telling us how much he cares about defending 
democracy against the threat represented by Donald 
Trump. 

How much does President Biden care? Enough to 
give a speech defending democracy, one of what’s 
sure to be many if Trump is his opponent. 

Biden’s alarm about the precariousness of the 
American system, though, will never translate into 
actions he wouldn’t otherwise want to take.   

To wit, if Joe Biden were, as a matter of the prin-
ciple, devoted to defending democracy at all costs, 
the first thing he would do would be to step aside for 
some younger, more capable, less radioactive Demo-
crat with a much better chance of beating Trump.

Biden taking this step would be politically electric, 
underlining how seriously he takes Trump’s challenge 
to the republic and perhaps proving to some skeptics 
that his rhetoric about defending democracy is more 
than simply rhetoric. 

Biden made much in his hackneyed speech -- it 
probably could have been written by a precocious 
eighth-grader in an AP government class -- of a paint-
ing in the U.S. Capitol of George Washington resign-
ing his commission.

Biden correctly calls it a sublime act, because 
Washington, who could have been tempted to lever-
age his position after the Revolution for personal and 
political gain, gives up power in the service of his ide-
als instead.

Biden makes the contrast between the statesman-
ship depicted in the painting and Jan. 6, which is fair 
enough. 

It probably doesn’t even occur to him, though, that 
if a supremely talented military and political leader in 
his prime could step aside for the good of the whole, 
it should be much easier for a hack politician who is 
increasingly rickety and unpopular to make a selfless 
sacrifice for his party and, as he sees it, his country. 

No?
No. Of course not. 
Biden’s defense of democracy has to end with him 

in the White House again, not some other Democrat 
who might vanquish Trump easily. (Granted, Kamala 
Harris would complicate a Biden-stepping-aside sce-

nario, but if the republic is at risk, perhaps 
Democrats could also be honest about how 
dreadful Harris is and nominate someone 
else -- although now we are really entering 
the realm of fantasy.)

OK, so Biden isn’t voluntarily going 
anywhere. But if the stakes this November 
are so world-historical, surely the defense 
of democracy should include some mod-
eration on progressive causes that are easy 
political targets for Trump. 

Consider the chaos at the border, 
which, if Trump makes it back to the 
White House, will be one of the major 
reasons. 

Would saving the republic make it worth going 
beyond whatever border deal might be in the offing 
with congressional Republicans and admitting that the 
Trump policies worked and should be restored imme-
diately? Or is allowing millions of illegal immigrants 
into the country more important than increasing the 
odds that democracy itself survives beyond 2024?

Finally, if substantive concessions are too pain-
ful, there’s always the possibility of staking out some 
genuinely new ground in the democracy debate itself. 
Imagine if Biden said that democracy is so important 
that no one should be striking his probable opponent 
from the ballot. Or if he said he now realizes that he, 
too, let down the constitutional order by undertaking 
executive orders that exceeded his authority and that, 
on second thought, he needs to lead by example in 
complete faithfulness to the system. 

Would that kill him? Evidently, yes. 
Biden’s position is that democracy is under such a 

threat that he -- the man with abysmal approval rat-
ings who most Americans believe can’t possibly serve 
a second term -- needs to run again to eke out a nar-
row, no-margin-for-error victory against the man who 
embodies the threat. 

Faith in our system of government, patriotism 
itself, supposedly demands nothing else. And if Biden 
flubs it, which is a real possibility? Then, I guess it’s, 
“Oh, well, democracy can always be saved again in 
the 2026 midterms.”

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry

Time to change the GOP logo
“Donald, you’re not 

going to be able to insult 
your way to the presidency. 
That’s not going to hap-
pen.”- Republican presi-
dential candidate Jeb Bush 
during a 2016 debate with 
Trump.

After watching too 
many of the Republican 
non-debates and the insults 
each of the candidates (and 
former candidates) have 
thrown at each other, along 
with the especially demeaning char-
acterizations by Donald Trump of his 
rivals, it’s time for a dose of reality. 
For the sake of accuracy and truth the 
Republican Party should exchange its 
elephant symbol for one that is more 
reflective of today’s GOP.

One candidate might be Triumph 
the Insult Comic Dog.

Consider some of the puppet’s 
best insult lines as you imagine them 
being directed at a Republican presi-
dential candidate. To an overweight 
man, Triumph said: “Are you a sepa-
ratist? ... Maybe you should try sepa-
rating yourself from donuts first.”

Addressing a French person who 
spoke no English, Triumph said: 
“Pardon me, I only know your basic 
French expressions like ‘I surren-
der.’”

Speaking to singer Bon Jovi, 
Triumph said: “So you’re acting 
now, you’re in a vampire movie, 
yes? That’s good. Finally, a role that 
requires you to suck.”

The difference between 
these comedic taunts, as 
well as those by the late 
comics Don Rickles and 
Rodney Dangerfield and 
the political insults, is that 
with the comedians people 
were usually in on the joke. 
While sometimes sound-
ing caustic, the comical 
barbs are meant to produce 
laughter. Even the targets 
of the jokes often laughed. 
That’s different from 

repeatedly calling your political rival 
a liar.

Where is the noble rhetoric from 
campaigns and presidencies past? 
Why the constant putdowns? Xi 
Jinping, Vladimir Putin and Iran’s 
ayatollahs don’t get smeared as much 
as the presidential candidates who 
revile each other. We’ve regressed 
from the schoolyard to the barnyard.

John F. Kennedy had some good 
lines, including:”We can no longer 
afford to be second best. I want peo-
ple all over the world to look to the 
United States again, to feel that we’re 
on the move, to feel that our high 
noon is in the future.” And the well-
known one from his 1961 Inaugural 
Address: “Ask not what your country 
can do for you. Ask what you can do 
for your country.”

Ronald Reagan always saw Amer-
ica as”a shining city on a hill” whose 
best days are ahead of us. When Rea-
gan spoke of his political opponents, 
he often referred to them as “our 

friends in the other party.” During a 
1984 debate with Walter Mondale, 
Reagan joked that” I will not make 
age an issue of this campaign. I am 
not going to exploit for political pur-
poses my opponent’s youth and inex-
perience.” Mondale laughed, seem-
ing to acknowledge the cleverness of 
the barb. His campaign manager, Bob 
Beckel, later told me, “Right then we 
knew we were going to lose the elec-
tion” because the issue of Reagan’s 
age (he was 74 at the time) had been 
laid to rest with that one line.

Here are a few more among many 
others: “ If your actions inspire others 
to dream more, learn more, do more 
and become more, you are a leader. 
-- John Quincy Adams.

This from Franklin Roosevelt 
would be a good one for modern 
presidential candidates to embrace: 
“If you treat people right they will 
treat you right ... ninety percent of the 
time.”

President Harry Truman said: “It 
is amazing what you can accomplish 
if you do not care who gets the cred-
it.” Reagan liked the saying enough 
to have it on his desk.

In modern politics, debating the 
best way to make America better has 
been replaced by a war footing. It’s 
DEFCON 1. Sadly, insults and anger 
seem to appeal to some voters. The 
price we are paying for tolerating 
this behavior is a diminished politics, 
which can only lead to a diminished 
and further divided country.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas
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Lynn Sherr begins Tall Blondes 
this way: “To understand this 
book, you should know something 
about me. First, I stand five feet 
eight inches and have (mostly) 
blond hair. Second, that I went to 
Africa for the first time in 1973 
and fell in love. With giraffes.” 

I could have 
written that 
with just a 
couple chang-
es: I am five 
f e e t  n i n e 
inches tall and 
went to Africa 
in 2003. Oh, 
t h a t  t h i n g 
about blond 
hair—mine is 
now the work 
of my hair-
dresser. Ask 

anyone who really knows me 
and they’ll attest to my extreme 
fondness for those gawky, grace-
ful giants. The large landscaping 
giraffe that peaks over the reading 
nook on our deck speaks of that 
fondness.

In July 2003 Marianne Darr-
Norman (a former writer of this 
column) and I flew to South Africa 
for three weeks, primarily to offer 
teachers strategies  for teaching 
young writers. It would have been 
a crime to travel that far without 
spending some time exploring the 
country, so we began our sojourn 
with three days in Kruger Nation-
al Park. With Pierre, our driver 
and guide, we saw large prides of 

lions, rhinoceroses, 
warthogs, a ser-
val, elephants of 
all ages, birds of 
all colors. None of 
them compared to 
the “tall blonde” 
that seemed to 
float out of the 
winter  fol iage 
to check us out, large eyes star-
ing from under long black, curled 
eyelashes. It was, for me, love 
at first sight. Granted, I had seen 
giraffes in zoos. None compared 
to the image of this single giraffe 
(Giraffa camelopardis—its scien-
tific name, hinting at its camel-like 
appearance in a leopard’s hide) in 
its natural habitat, stretching its 
bluish-purple tongue to strip ten-
der leaves from a thorny acacia 
tree.

Since that time I have read sev-
eral books—fiction and nonfic-
tion—and articles about giraffes. 
I’ve collected a tower (the collec-
tive name for a group) of giraffes 
in wood, plastic, and glass. I have 
a shelf of children’s books about 
giraffes and a wall of giraffe 
images in our study. Two favor-
ite pictures are the one painted by 
a giraffe (Ozzie at Lion Habitat 
Ranch, NV) and the other a col-
orful chalk rendering of a giraffe 
done by a talented young artist 
who lives in Ossian (thanks again, 
Elias).

The giraffe is a fascinating 
creature. Just as all human finger-
prints are distinct, so are the pat-

terns on the coats 
of all giraffes. No 
two are the same. 
The giraffe, of 
which there are 
four species and up 
to nine subspecies, 
is the tallest mam-
mal in the world 
(14 to over 18 feet 

tall); newborns are taller than most 
humans. Speaking of newborns, 
their arrival on this planet is star-
tling as females give birth stand-
ing up. Mother Earth provides the 
stimulus to get them breathing as 
they plummet about 6 feet to the 
ground. Within an hour they rise to 
walk on spindly legs. 

Giraffes and humans share the 
same number of vertebral bones 
in the neck. Though our neck may 
be even shorter than one of their 
smaller neck bones, we both have 
just seven (as do most mammals). 
As long as it is, the giraffe’s neck 
is still too short to reach a water-
ing hole. To drink, the giraffe must 
splay its forelegs and/or bend its 
knees to lower its head. In this 
position, giraffes are most suscep-
tible to attack by predators (lions, 
leopards, hyenas) who frequent the 
same watering holes.

With a head 7 to 10 feet higher 
than its heart, the giraffe requires 
a unique circulatory system. The 
need for a specialized system is 
even more apparent when it bends 
down, in some cases nearly 20 
feet, to drink. Consider the feeling 
you get when from a downward 

facing position you rise rapidly. 
Dare I say “dizzy” or “whoozy”? 
Imagine the giraffe’s dilemma.

I’ll try not to get too technical, 
but this is too fascinating to let it 
go unexplained.  The giraffe’s 
heart, two feet long and weigh-
ing twenty-five pounds with walls 
several inches thick, creates the 
highest known blood pressure in 
any mammal, 280/180. That heart 
beats normally at 170 bpm. The 
elastic walls of very long carotid 
arteries force blood to the head. 
Those walls then swell to absorb 
excess fluid when the head is low-
ered. In addition, the more than 
inch-wide jugular veins have a 
series of one-way valves that pre-
vent back flow when the head is 
down. And when the giraffe snaps 
its head up after a satisfying drink 
or when danger is detected, its 
massive heart keeps the blood flow 
constant. (Sherr, Tall Blondes)

Below the heart, the problem 
is reversed. Just know that its cir-
culatory plumbing is adapted so 
that blood doesn’t accumulate at 
the base of the legs, creating swol-
len ankles. Muscles and skin that 
fits tightly on its body acting like 
compression hose (you know what 
I’m talking about) provide the 
squeezing necessary to send blood 
back to the heart. Sherr shared that 
NASA has even studied the amaz-
ing circulatory system of giraffes 
to design a space suit for pro-
longed travel.

If you wish to learn more about 
these captivating creatures, check 

out the Giraffe Conservation 
Foundation (GCF). Give your kids 
or grandkids an assignment to visit 
the site and share what they learn 
with you.

Here’s the Thing: As fascinat-
ing as they are, giraffes may not 
be around long enough for oth-
ers to develop that love I have for 
them. A recent article in Smith-
sonian states that a 40 percent 
decline of the four giraffe species 
has occurred since 1985. Alex 
Fox, article author, reports the 
Nubian giraffe, a subspecies, has 
lost 95 percent of its population, 
down to around 3,000 in South 
Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, and 
Kenya. Destruction of huge areas 
of savanna by rapidly expanding 
agriculture and growing human 
communities has eliminated trees 
and shrubs that provide sustenance 
for the long-legged ruminants.

Lynn Sherr ends her informa-
tive and well-written book this 
way. “Of what use is a giraffe? I 
just like knowing it exists. Sure, 
I’m biased, but I can’t imagine a 
world without tall blondes.” 

Let’s talk.
annaspalding1956@gmail.com

———
Editor’s Note: This is one of a series 

of articles written by a group of retired 
and current teachers — LaNae Abnet, 
Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh, Kathy 
Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. Their 
intent is to spur discussions at the din-
ner table and elsewhere. You may also 
voice your thoughts and reactions via 
The News-Banner’s letters to editor.

Fascinating, graceful, imperiled “Tall Blondes”

Anna 
Spalding

‘Making a Difference’ sponsor
Dale, Huffman & Babcock Lawyers are among the sponsors for the Wells Community 
Boys & Girls Club “Making  Difference” fund-raising event on Jan. 22 at the club in Bluff-
ton. Left to right are Bridgette Ewart, Cindy Rhoads, Keith Huffman, Dawn Miller, Deedra 
Bercot, Ella King, Shelly Scott, April McElhaney and Michael Huffman. (Photo provided)

Contact Me!
260.414.6353

cathie.peterson@steffengrp.com 
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Looking for New 
Tires for Your Ride?
   WE HAVE ALL THE MAJOR BRANDS

See Us for All
Makes and Models of

PRODUCTS

HIDAY 
Chrysler  Dodge  Jeep

HIDAY 
CHRYSLER

Your local Mopar Dealer

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

~ DISCOVER WHY IT’S BETTER IN BLUFFTON ~

WE HAVE THE PARTS YOU NEED

Jefferson Homemakers hold January meeting
Mary Ann Ripperger 

opened the meeting by 
thanking Judy Schindler for 
helping host the January 
meeting.

Thought of the month: 
The Eskimo has 52 names 
for snow because it is 
important to him; there 
ought to be as many for 
love.

The inspiration was 
given by Judy Schindler 
entitled, “Use Your Tal-
ents” taken from the Bible 
reminding us that each per-
son has a special talent and 
we should use it, and as Ben 
Franklin once said, for each 
one it varies.

The pledge to the Ameri-
can Flag and the Homemak-
ers Creed were recited.

Roll call was answered 
by nine people responding 
to “What will the new year 
mean to you?”

Mary Ann gave a variety 
of traditions which several 
countries use as taken from 
the Almanac from mak-
ing resolutions to ringing 
Church Bells.

In the absence of Sha-
ron Jump, Mary Ann talked 

about the study on plastic 
water bottles. It has not been 
proven they are all contami-
nated.

The secretary’s minutes 
from the November meeting 
were read and approved.

Margie Huss, treasurer, 
gave the treasurer’s report 
and it was accepted.

The club collection was 
taken by each person giv-
ing 35 cents for the letters 
in new year and the Coins 
for Friendship/Nickels for 
Leadership was collected.

January birthdays were 
mentioned: Sharon Friend 
on Jan. 17, Jean Reef on 
Jan. 26; and Judy Kaehr on 
Jan. 29, and Jean Reef will 
be celebrating her anniver-
sary on Jan. 21.

Mary Ann read a cute lit-
tle poem on “ Walking with 
Grandma” as a small child 
would relate walking slow, 
looking at the scenery.

The Cultural Arts men-
tioned were the upcoming 
Norwell fish fry on Jan. 12 
and the chicken dinner at 
Norwell on Friday, Jan. 26 
with each dinner being $15.

Mary Ann thanked Mar-

gie Huss and Judy Schindler 
for helping with the set up 
for the holiday luncheon.

Those that wanted to 
have a Secret Pal drew 
names and then also signed 
a paper letting Mary Ann 
know who you drew so 
there would not be any mix 
up.

The backpack program 
received a nice grant from 
Vealora that will help with 
the increase in number of 
bags being prepared as 
well as the cost of food to 
fill them. At the February 
meeting we are to bring a 
can of fruit or a package of 
individual fruit servings and 
a small or medium box of 
cereal.

Mary Ann received a 
print-out of current infor-
mation for the new County 
Homemakers Booklet and 
asked each person to check 
their information.

As the weather is pre-
dicted to be severely cold, 
a work day at Carol Baker’s 
in February has been moved 
to April with possibly com-
bining the April meeting 
with the work day.

The Spring District 
Meeting will be March 5 
at Adams County with our 
county furnishing the door 
prizes.

Molly Hoag is willing to 
do an air fryer demonstra-
tion if there is enough peo-
ple interested.

The new county presi-
dent will be Linda Huseman 
of U.Y.B. Club, Jean Reef 
as treasurer again, and Mary 
Ann Ripperger will serve as 
secretary, both ladies from 
Jefferson Club.

Mary Ann Ripperger 
gave a lesson on “Winter 
Driving” and “Emergency 
Preparedness and First Aid 
Kits.” She had hand-outs for 
each person and explained 
everything thoroughly — 
good lesson!

Next Club Meeting: Jef-
ferson Club will meet at the 
Ossian Library beginning at 
1 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 
14, with Margie Huss and 
Charlotte Steffen serving as 
hostesses. Visitors are wel-
come to attend!

Check out these 
websites of local 
& area companies 
and businesses.

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! 
The power of print and the Internet, working 
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.
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Community Harvest 
Farm Wagon

The Community Har-
vest Farm Wagon visits Life 
Community Church every 
Tuesday at 9 a.m. to give 
FREE fresh food to needy 
families. The church address 
is 428 S. Oak St. in Bluffton. 
Enter the parking lot at the 
south entrance off of Oak 
Street and park facing North.

Aquaman and the Lost Kingdom 
Thursday, January 18th 6pm

The Iron Claw
Friday, January 19th 6p & 8:50p

Saturday, January 20th 2:45p, 5:45p, 
& 8:45p

Sunday, January 21st 2p & 5p

Mean Girls
Thursday, January 18th 6:20pm
Friday, January 19th 6:20p & 9p

Saturday, January 20th 3:30p, 6p, & 
8:30p

Sunday, January 21st 2:20p & 4:50p

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN • 260•724•SHOW

www.abcinemainc.com



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus! WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Maintenance/Custodian. Appli-
cants must have general
knowledge of heating/cooling,
plumbing, electrical with the
ability to make minor repairs
and/or adjustments. Additional
responsibilities include building
maintenance and ground
keeping. 20-year matrix salary
range for the position is
$43,682 - $52,774. Years of
service and experience will be
honored for a starting salary
up to five years in the pay ma-
trix. Apply at
www.wellscountysheriff.com
under "Job Opportunities".
Deadline for Pre-application
submission is no later than
February 5, 2024. A full job de-
scription is also listed on the
website for review.

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 14-29-32-33-38
Cash4Life —  10-11-26-30-45, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 03-04-07-08-10-11-18-33-42-

46-48-52-55-56-60-63-64-66-69-75, BE: 33
Daily Three-Midday — 00-05-07, SB: 08
Daily Three-Evening — 00-08-04, SB: 03
Daily Four-Midday — 00-09-05-02, SB: 08
Daily Four-Evening — 07-07-07-04, SB: 03
Quick Draw Evening — 01-02-08-11-20-22-29-31-36-

37-46-51-52-56-58-60-69-72-74-79, BE: 37
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Wednes-

day): $3 million
MEGA MILLIONS

02-10-42-49-54; Mega Ball: 13; Megaplier: 2X. 
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday): $102 million
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
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• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
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• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
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J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
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protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
JANUARY 17 - 6 p.m. EST. - 
Gary Meyer, owner. Online 
only commercial real estate 
auction! 1,376 sq. feet build-
ing, 2 bay service area, 15’x16’ 
office space, paved parking 
lot, .46 acre triangle lot locat-
ed on N. Main Street, (Hwy. 
27)! Zoned: Commercial. Year 
built: 1950. Wabash Township, 
Section 29, Adams County, 
Indiana, South Adams School 
Corp. Auction preview by 
appointment, 617 N. Main St., 
Geneva. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
Kjauction.com.
BIDDING ENDS JANUARY 
21 - (online only auction) 
– Various consignors, sell-
ers. 1999 Ford F350 truck with 
lift bucket, antiques, display 
cases, advertising memora-
bilia, jewelry and pocket watch-
es, Fenton and Indiana glass, 
mid-century modern, industrial 
quality fans and tools. Preview: 
Jan. 18 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
118 East Craig Street, Ossian, 
IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
JANUARY 23 - 2-6 p.m. 
ET - Online - Farm: Susan 
Dunn Estate. Property Loca-
tion: Three miles southeast 
of Markle, IN and Wells Co., 
Rockcreek Twp. 207.3+/- total 
acres, high quality farmland, 
mostly tillable. Tracts 1 & 2: 
Located on both sides of 200 
N between 200 W and 300 W. 
Tract 3: Located at intersection 
of 300 N and 500 W. Tract 1: 
19.83+/- acres. Tract 2: 110+/- 
acres. Tract 3: 77.47+/- acres. 
Halderman Real Estate & Farm 
Management, 800-424-2324, 
halderman.com, Rick Johnloz, 
260-827-8181.
JANUARY 30 - 10 a.m. EDT 
- Stetzel Farm LLC. Farm 
machinery retirement auction. 
Tractors, planters, harvest 
equipment, tillage, miscella-
neous and farm related, trucks 
and trailers. Timed online. No 
reserve. Inspection Jan. 20 
and Jan. 29 from noon to 4 
p.m., 7204 S 200 E, Warren. 
Contact Mike Stetzel, 260-450-
2370, with equipment ques-

tions or to set up an inspection 
appointment. Merit Auctions, 
www.meritauctions.com, 833-
273-9300, auction manager: 
Zach Hiner, 260-437-2771. 
JANUARY 30 - 2 p.m.-6 
p.m. ET - Online - Farm: 
Mann Farm. Property Loca-
tion: Three miles northwest of 
Craigville, IN; 1/4 mile south 
of US 224 along 500 E in Lan-
caster Township, Wells County. 
36.75+/- total acres, 34.5+/- till-
able, 2.25+/- non-tillable, high 
quality farmland, Wells Co. Soil 
Types: Pewamo silty clay loam, 
Bount Del-Rey silt loam; WAPI: 
140.6 bu. corn, 43.8 bu. soy-
beans. Additional information, 
drone flight, photos available 
at halderman.com. Halderman 
Real Estate & Farm Manage-
ment, 800-424-2324, Rick 
Johnloz: 260-827-8181, Neal 
Wolheter: 260-336-2219.
FEBRUARY 2 - 10 a.m. - 
Secured creditors & various 
consignors, owners. 815 
Adams St., Decatur. Online 
only truck & equipment auc-
tion. Offering 500+ lots! 2012-
2014 Freightliner M2106 box 
trucks, dump trucks, day cabs, 
sleepers, utility trucks, bucket 
trucks, utility & semi trailers, 
SUV’s, pickup trucks, 250+ 
various skid steer attachments, 
various truck parts, fencing, 
work benches, tool boxes & 
much more! Accepting con-
signments! Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.
FEBRUARY 12 - 6 p.m. - Dan-
iel E. Schloss, Elizabeth L. 
Burchfield (f/k/a Elizabeth L. 

Schloss), Estate of Meshell 
L. Schloss. Wells County 
4-H Community Center, Bluff-
ton. Online bidding available. 
164+/-A offered in 8 Tracts or 
combination. Productive tillable 
land, professionally designed 
and stocked pond, recreation-
al woods, newer tree plant-
ings w/conservation grasses, 
potential country building sites, 
Huntington County, Salamonie 
Township. Inspection Feb. 5, 
3-5p.m., call for private show-
ing. Auction managers: Jerry 
Ehle, 260-410-1996, Steven C. 
Coil, 260-446-2037, Schrader 
Real Estate and Auction Com-
pany, Inc., schraderauction.
com, 800-451-2709.
FEBRUARY 13 - 6 p.m. - 
Keith L. Gilbert estate. Markle 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
150 W. Sparks St., Markle. 
Property: From Town of Markle, 
travel northeast on Marzane 
Road 4 miles. 67.5+/-A offered 
in 4 tracts or any combination, 
Wells County, Union Township. 
Tract 1: 18+/-A w/16.44+/-A till-
able. Tract 2: 9.5+/-A w/7.26+/-
A tillable. Tract 3: 20+/-A, 
mostly tillable. Tract 4: 20+/-A, 
mostly tillable. All tracts have 
road access! Online bidding 
available. Inspection: Feb. 3, 
10 a.m.-noon. Auction man-
ager Al Pfister, 260-760-8922, 
Schrader Real Estate and Auc-
tion Company, Inc., 800-451-
2709, schraderauction.com.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Public Notice
Nottingham Township, 
Wells County, Indiana
Mark Shaffer - Trustee

 Email: nottinghamtownship
 trustee@gmail.com
Office Address:
8878 S. Walnut St.
Petroleum, IN 46778

Cell: 260-827-8104
Nottingham Township Advisory 

Board meeting Tuesday, January 
30, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the Not-
tingham Township Fire Department 
3518 E. Market St. Petroleum, IN. 
Meeting agenda: Board reorgani-
zation, approval of 2023 annual 
financial report and other township 
matters.

nb 1/17
hspaxlp
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         Calendar
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FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Pets

Pets

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUP-

PIES, 8-weeks-old, good tem-
perament, shots and
dewormer done. Call or text
260-273-8976.

HELOISE HINT: Be prepared 
for potential household emer-
gencies. Set up an emergency 
plan for your pets in case of 
floods or fires. Include all of 
your pets in this plan. Make 
sure that they have ID tags on 
them and have been micro-
chipped. Email HELOISE@
Heloise.com.

JOURNAL GAZETTE

NEWSPAPER CARRIER
Deliver newspapers Mon-Sat
in Bluffton city limits. Delivery
hours approx. 2-6 am Mon-
Fri and 2-7 am Sat. Indepen-
dent contractor - Estimated
monthly pay $1,400. Call
260-750-0524 today!

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

Help Wanted NOTICE
Lost

BLACK, WHITE, AND brown
Beagle named Baby. Last
seen at Capri. Small reward.
Call 260-273-8413 or
260-273-4742.

SERVICES
Services

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ANNOUNCE YOUR SER-

VICES in the Bluffton News-
Banner. A 20-word, line classi-
fied for two months is $97.
Contact the office at (260)
824-0224, 125 N. Johnson St.,
or www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

LEGAL ASSISTANT FOR

ADVANCED ELDER LAW
MEDICAID PLANNING
Sprunger Elder Law is grow-
ing and is seeking a Legal
Assistant. Responsibilities in-
clude documentation gather-
ing, scheduling, prep for e-
signing, lead tracking, com-
municating with clients, and
handling logistics.
Experience is preferred, but
not required. The ideal candi-
date is someone who is dedi-
cated and driven person who
excels in a team environ-
ment. They will be a focused
and organized professional
with strong attention to detail
and a desire to deliver impec-
cable service for clients.
sprungerandsprunger.com

SOUTHERN WELLS COM-

MUNITY School is seeking a
second shift custodian. $20.31
per hour with benefits. Please
send a resume of contact
rking@swraiders.com

Help Wanted

HELOISE HINT: Attending a 
job interview? Be well-pre-
pared for it by anticipating the 
kinds of questions the inter-
viewer will ask, such as your 
previous jobs and what you 
liked about them. Research the 
company thoroughly before the 
interview, too. Send your job-
success story to HELOISE@
Heloise.com.

THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West
Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to
prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

Lottery Numbers

NEW WINDOWS FROM Win-
dow Nation. Special money 
saving offer – zero down, zero 
payments, zero interest for 
TWO years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE! Offer is 
valid for select models. Labor 
not included. Other restrictions 
apply. Call Window Nation to-
day! 866-553-0725 (I)

TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION EXPERTS - Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-329-1207 (I)



BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

CRANKSHAFT

CROSSWORD By Eugene ShefferBUY IT
SELL IT
RENT IT
FIND IT
FILL IT
GET IT
    DO IT
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

!
Place Your Ad 24/7/365!
www.news-banner.com

Finding love later in life
Dear Annie: How do I deal with 

passive-aggressive siblings? When 
we are together, it can be all laughter 
and giggles, and the next minute all 
I hear are snarky comments. It took 
months to find out one sibling had 
purchased a new and expensive car. 
Then the talk was how to sell the old 
reliable model without asking my 
opinion. We all have social media 
accounts, though I have yet to see 
any of them post on my page. I have 
hobbies, and they do not; we all do 
volunteer work, yet there is seldom a 
conversation about it. I am reluctant 
to reach out fearing I might catch 
one of them on an “aggressive” day 
and be shut out. If I ask for house-
hold repair help, I am looked on as 
weak or ignored altogether. We are 
getting older, and I am at my wits’ 
end at trying to have a healthy rela-
tionship.

How do I reconnect with my sib-
lings? — Torn

Dear Torn: Now that you know 
the pattern of their behavior, you 
know what to expect. When you are 
having good times with your sib-
lings, focus on feeling grateful for 
the good times. At the same time, 
manage your expectations of them, 
and know that the aggressive parts 
will come. While things are good 
between you and your siblings, you 
can also let them know how much 
you are enjoying your time with 
them and how much you dislike the 
aggressive times. Communication 
and gratitude and good expectation 
management are three ingredients to 
happy and healthy relationships.

Dear Annie: I have always wanted 
to meet a man and be married. I am 

now 58 years old. 
Is it too late for 
me?

Some people 
say it is a choice, 
but I have not 
found anyone 
interesting, and 
during Covid I 
have been isolat-
ed. So I plan on 
getting out and 
meeting people 
now that it is 
safe.

I want a social 
life, but I don’t know how to get 
myself out there. I was wondering 
how to get myself back out after so 
much time isolating myself? — Iso-
lated Friend

Dear Isolated Friend: It’s never 
too late to find love. But love is not 
just going to come to your door-
step; you have to go out there to find 
it. There are lots of dating sites you 
could try. In addition, think of hob-
bies that you enjoy and try to find 
communities that share your similar 
interest.

As Nike says: just do it! And put 
yourself out there.

Best of luck to you.
“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 

Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidelity, 
communication and reconciliation 
— is available as a paperback and 
e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie 
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS
Set aside pride as 
the center of life

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | January 13 - 19, 2024    | 13 Wednesday prime time

01/17 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
News Washington Watch 

With Tony Perkins 
Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Love 
Worth 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Founda-
tion 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

The Price Is Right at 
Night (N) 

Raid the Cage 
"Mommas' Night" (N) 

FBI True (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) Comics 
Unleashed 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Blue Bloods "Partners" Blue Bloods "Forgive 

and Forget" 
Blue Bloods "Burning 
Bridges" 

Blue Bloods "Excessive 
Force" 

Blue Bloods "Loose 
Lips" 

Blue Bloods "Most 
Wanted" 

Blue Bloods "Shoot the 
Messenger" 

Blue Bloods "Power of 
the Press" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball Dallas Mavericks at Los Angeles Lakers From 
Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles. (L) (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Chicago Med (N) Chicago Fire "Barely 
Gone" (SP) (N) 

Chicago P.D.
"Unpacking" (SP) (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Dog 
Days" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline Dateline Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Wild Cards "The Infinity 

Thief" (P) (N) 
Family Law "What 
Came First?" (SP) (N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Burgers 
"Full Bars" 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
NOVA "High-Risk High-
Rise" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

LIFE Ahead
(N) 

Nature "Big Little 
Journeys: Survival" (N) 

NOVA "Ultimate Space 
Telescope" 

Secrets of the Dead
"Ben Franklin's Bones" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Nature "Big Little 
Journeys: Survival" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
NOVA "High-Risk High-
Rise" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Nature "Big Little 
Journeys: Survival" (N) 

NOVA "Ultimate Space 
Telescope" 

Secrets of the Dead
"Ben Franklin's Bones" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Nature "Big Little 
Journeys: Survival" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang I Can See Your Voice
(N) 

We Are Family (N) FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Pandora" Castle "Linchpin" Castle "Once Upon a 

Crime" 
Married at First Sight "Exploring 
Intimacy at an Altitude" (N) 

(:35) Prison Brides
"Proposal on Parole" (N)

(:35) 
Married 

(:05) Prison Brides
"Proposal on Parole" 

Married "Exploring 
Intimacy at an Altitude" 

FX  24 132 136 148 <+++ Spider-Man: No Way Home (‘21) Zendaya, Tom Holland. <++ Venom: Let There Be Carnage Tom Hardy. <+++ Deadpool (‘16) Morena Baccarin, Ryan Reynolds. Movie 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<++ Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald (2018, Fantasy)
Katherine Waterston, Dan Fogler, Eddie Redmayne. 

<++ Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of Dumbledore (2022, Fantasy) Jude 
Law, Mads Mikkelsen, Eddie Redmayne. (P) 

E! News
(N) 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

< Movie < Movie

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball Milwaukee Bucks at Cleveland Cavaliers From 

Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse in Cleveland. (L) (N) 
College Basketball USC at Arizona From McKale 
Memorial Center in Tucson, Ariz. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) Around (N) Pardon (N) Basketball Mississippi State at Kentucky (L) (N) Australian Open Second Round From Melbourne Park in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. (L) (N)

FSMW  33  418 671 
Angling 
Edge 

Live on the Line Sports 
Stars 

Facing 
Waves 

Focused AVP Pro Beach Volleyball Tour Manhattan Beach 
Open: Finals Coverage of beach volleyball. 

Lights Out XF An elite fighting series that features 
crossover bouts, tournaments, title bouts and more.

World Poker WPT Prime 
Championship - Part 3 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: SVU "A 
Final Call at Forlini's Bar" 

Law & Order: SVU "A 
Better Person" 

Law-SVU "And a 
Trauma in a Pear Tree" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Jumped In" (N) 

Law & Order: SVU
"Soldier Up" (N) 

Law & Order: SVU
"Blood Out" (N) 

Law & Order: SVU
"King of the Moon" (N) 

Law & Order: SVU "The 
Presence of Absence" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition "Finding the 
Lost Pilots of WW2" 

Expedition "Riches of 
Spain's Pirate King" 

Expedition "Lost City of 
the White Jaguar" 

Expedition "Chasing 
Bonnie and Clyde" 

Expedition "Lost Tomb 
of the Viking King" 

Expedition "Hunt for 
the Secret Seaplane" 

Expedition Unknown Expedition "Chasing 
Bonnie and Clyde" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Crack Addicts Crack Addicts Crack Addicts My 600-Lb. Life "Isaac's Journey" Too Large Too Large My 600-Lb. Life

HIST  38 77 120 269 
American Pickers 
"Searching in Selma" 

American Pickers
"Shelby in the Barn" 

American Pickers
"Gladiators of the Track"

American Pickers
"Picking Against Time" 

American Pickers
"Kiddie Car Heaven" (N) 

(:05) American Pickers
"Car-Tastic Picks" (N) 

(:05) American Pickers
"Detroit Dreaming" 

(:05) American Pickers 
"Kiddie Car Heaven" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Booked (N) CourtCam CourtCam CourtCam CourtCam 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
<++ Colombiana (2011, Action) Jordi Mollà,
Lennie James, Zoe Saldana. 

<++ Red (2010, Action) Morgan Freeman, John Malkovich, 
Bruce Willis. 

<++ Red 2 (2013, Action) John Malkovich, Mary-Louise Parker,
Bruce Willis. 

<++ Crank (‘06) Amy 
Smart, Jason Statham. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (L) (N) Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
Lucifer "They're Back, 
Aren't They?" 

Lucifer "The One With 
the Baby Carrot" 

NHL on 
TNT (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Chicago Blackhawks at Buffalo Sabres From KeyBank Center in 
Buffalo, N.Y. (L) (N) 

Post-Game
(L) (N) 

<+++ Transformers (2007, Action) Tyrese 
Gibson, Josh Duhamel, Shia LaBeouf. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:30) <++ The Day After Tomorrow (2004, 
Action) Jake Gyllenhaal, Ian Holm, Dennis Quaid. 

<++ Armageddon (1998, Sci-Fi) Billy Bob Thornton, Liv Tyler, Bruce Willis. <+++ Star Trek Into Darkness (2013, Sci-Fi) Zachary Quinto, 
Karl Urban, Chris Pine. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office TBA South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NFL Films 

Presents 
College 
Hoops 

College Basketball Creighton at Connecticut From 
Harry A. Gampel Pavilion in Storrs, Conn. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Providence at DePaul From 
Wintrust Arena in Chicago. (L) (N) 

Rodeo The American Rodeo: West Regional Final 
All the action from rodeo competitions. 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Guilty Pleasure" NCIS "Moonlighting" NCIS "Obsession" NCIS "Borderland" NCIS "Patriot Down" NCIS "Rule Fifty-One" NCIS NCIS "Worst Nightmare" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Grocery (N) Guy's Grocery Games Grocery "DDD All Day" Guy's Grocery Games 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Vanderpump Rules Real Housewives Real Housewives Real Housewives (N) Real Housewives "Sink or Swim" (N) Real Housewives Real Housewives Housewives 
NICK  68  170 299 (4:30) SpongeBob Loud House Loud House Danger Slimetime SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Hamster & Hamster & Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Ghost Ghost Ghost Ghost Ladybug Ladybug Bunk'd Bunk'd Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:30) <+++ 21 Jump 
Street (‘12) Jonah Hill. 

<+++ 22 Jump Street (2014, Comedy) Channing Tatum, Peter 
Stormare, Jonah Hill. 

<+++ Free Guy (2021, Action) Jodie Comer, Joe Keery, Ryan 
Reynolds. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:05) <+++ Gangs of New York (‘02) Daniel 
Day-Lewis, Cameron Diaz, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

(:55) True Detective: 
Night Country 

<++ Now You See Me (2013, Mystery) Mark 
Ruffalo, Woody Harrelson, Jesse Eisenberg. 

<++ Now You See Me 2 (2016, Adventure) Mark 
Ruffalo, Woody Harrelson, Jesse Eisenberg. 

(:10) <+++ Killing 
Them Softly Brad Pitt. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:45) <++ The Men 
Who Stare at Goats 

(:20) <++ Big Momma's House (2000, Comedy)
Nia Long, Paul Giamatti, Martin Lawrence. 

<+ Zookeeper (‘11) Rosario 
Dawson, Leslie Bibb, Kevin James. 

(:40) <++ Smart People (‘08) Sarah 
Jessica Parker, Dennis Quaid. 

(:15) <+++ Election (1999, Comedy) Reese 
Witherspoon, Chris Klein, Matthew Broderick. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) <++ Scream VI 
(‘23) Melissa Barrera. 

(:05) <++ The Yards (2000, Crime Story) Joaquin 
Phoenix, Charlize Theron, Mark Wahlberg. 

<++ Four Brothers (2005, Action) Tyrese Gibson,
André Benjamin, Mark Wahlberg. 

<++ Shooter (2007, Action) Michael Peña, Danny 
Glover, Mark Wahlberg. 

(:05) <+++ The Fighter 
(‘10) Mark Wahlberg. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:40) < Dead for a Dollar (‘22) 
Willem Dafoe, Christoph Waltz. 

< Robot Apocalypse (‘21) Jessica 
Chancellor, Katalina Viteri. 

<++ Beowulf (2007, Animated) Voices of 
Anthony Hopkins, Angelina Jolie, Ray Winstone. 

<+++ The Host (2006, Horror) Byun Hee-bong,
Park Hae-il, Song Kang-ho. 

< V for Vengeance 
(‘22) Jocelyn Hudon. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: I’ve been very 
proud of my career and 
accomplishments, but 
I was unprepared for 
financial reversals I’ve 
faced since the pandem-
ic and have lost my job 
— my identity. I have 
wondered if this might 
be God trying to get my 
attention, admitting that 
I’ve put Him on the back 
burner because of my 
ambition and success. 
I’m reluctant to run 
back to God for fear that 
other Christians will 
say that I’m only doing 
it because I’ve fallen on 
my face and am not as 
great as I claimed. Oth-
ers tell me this is also 
pride. How can I con-
quer this? – A.W.

A: The Bible says, 
“God opposes the proud 

but gives grace to 
the humble” (James 
4:6, ESV). Pride 

comes from looking 
only at ourselves; meek-
ness comes through 
looking at God. A major 
reason for pride is think-
ing there is no need for 
God because often those 
who enjoy great success 
believe they’ve been 
able to run their life 
quite satisfactorily — 
without Him!

When people run into 
difficulty, many times 
they turn to God. But 
everyone — everyone 
— needs God. Better to 
turn to Him than not at 
all! Sometimes the hard-
est thing for ambitious 
people to do is admit the 
need for God. There are 
times God allows things 
to happen to show us 
we aren’t as able to run 
things as we thought.

In our willful desire 
to live independently of 
God, we have severed 
the lifeline that flows 
from the source of life. 
Encountering a difficult 
turnaround could be 
the best time of life. We 
mustn’t let pride keep us 
from the greatest gift in 
the universe — the gift 
of salvation which God 
offers in Christ Jesus. 
Set aside pride as the 
center of life and sub-
mit to Christ. Repent of 
sin and turn to Him, and 
He will begin to change 
ambitious thoughts from 
self to Him.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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By RYAN WALKER
PONETO — Southern 

Wells’ first lead was the 
only one it needed to escape 
Heritage 36-35 with 15 sec-
onds remaining in the fourth 
quarter Tuesday night.

Collena Reeves hit the 
first of her two free throws 
with the Raiders down by 
one with 17.6 seconds to 
go. The second attempt 
clunked off the front of the 
iron, but Ashlie Needler 
swooped in for an offen-
sive rebound and put in 
an easy bunny to gain the 
team’s only lead of the 
game and eventually win 
it.

That bucket clinched 
Southern Wells’ first vic-
tory in the Allen County 
Athletic Conference since 
the 2019-20 season when 
they beat Bluffton by four.

The Raiders (5-13, 1-3 
ACAC) overcame a defi-
cit as large of 12 late in 
the second quarter before 
Needler helped trim the 
margin down to eight at 
halftime.

Slowly but surely they 
got it to one possession after 
Kyah Thomas swished a 
jumper from the right side 
of the free-throw line and 
Kenzie Paxson scored in the 
paint.

The Raiders kept within 
striking distance, but never 
got ahold of the lead. They 
were down by two with 23 
seconds to go and Patriots’ 
(1-16, 0-4 ACAC) freshman 
Trinitee Brown was fouled 
in a late-game desperation 
spot and a chance at the 
line to ice the game. Brown 
missed both and handed the 
Raiders the ball back down 
one possession.

Reeves, who did not have 
a point until stepping to 
the line in the big moment, 
nailed the first free throw 
that set up Needler’s game-
winner.

On Heritage’s next and 
final possession, Grace 
Guenther was fouled tak-
ing a shot with 2.3 sec-
onds on the clock. The first 
was no good, and Raiders’ 
head coach Jessica Killing-

beck blew a full timeout to 
ice the senior forward. It 
worked, missing both free-
bies again.

The rebound attempt was 
tipped out of bounds and 
a final opportunity for the 
Patriots in a time crunch. 
The inbounds pass was 
about 10 feet from the right 
baseline side of the bas-
ket back to Guenther being 
heavily guarded and never 
stood a chance to attempt a 
shot.

Despite trailing the entire 
game, the last two posses-
sions to take and hold the 
lead were enough to squeak 
past Heritage.

“I’m just super proud 
of them,” Killingbeck said 
after the game. “That’s the 
toughness that our coach-
ing staff has been wait-
ing for all year long. That 
last three minutes really 
showed the grit that these 
kids can have. They didn’t 
panic. They took exactly 
what we were trying to 
execute offensively and 
defensively. I’m just super 
proud, and it feels good 
to get that monkey off 
your back of not winning 
conference games for so 
long.”

Southern Wells could not 
have done it without its two 
forwards.

Paxson and Needler 
accounted for all but one 
of the team’s made field 
goals and both hit the dou-
ble-double mark before 
the fourth quarter. Paxson 
finished with a game-high 
16 points on a perfect 8-8 
shooting and 12 rebounds. 
Needler had 15 points and 
added 12 rebounds.

The two single-handedly 
kept Heritage off the boards 
and Southern Wells on the 
scoreboard.

“Kenzie and Ashlie feed 
off of each other, so when 
Ashlie scores, Kenzie’s 
pumped. When Kenzie 
scores, Ashlie’s pumped,” 
Killingbeck said. “That 
kind of energy motivates 
the rest of the team. Those 
two played really, real-
ly well with each other 
tonight, and it’s the post-
game that we’ve been try-
ing to get all year.”

Killingbeck gave a lot 
of credit to Paxson and her 
guards. She shared that Pax-
son has been frustrated with 
finishing around the rim, 
and has been working hard 
all season to fix it.

Her 100 percent rate 
from the floor was also 
attributed to guard play, who 
is also working on feeding 
Paxson and Needler in the 
post. She noted Erika Beav-
ans as playing well on both 
ends of the floor, along with 
Collena Reeves for their 
efforts.

“We’ve been talk-
ing about getting that ball 
dragged down to the cor-
ners so we can get a good 
entry look, and I thought 
our guards did a better job 
of trying to get the ball in 
the post tonight and getting 
better angles,” Killingbeck 
said.

The Raiders clearly have 
an edge with their forward 
play and scoring in the 
paint, and perhaps this was 
the best example this season 
of it.

Southern Wells will 
visit Jay County starting 

at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
20.

sports@news-banner.com

SOUTHERN WELLS 36, 
HERITAGE 35

At Southern Wells
HERITAGE (1-15): Danica Fuller 

3-8 2-2 9, Grace Guenther 3-9 2-6 
8, Natalie Otte 3-10 0-0 7, Kaydance 
Wallace 2-8 0-0 5, Trinitee Brown 
1-5 0-2 3, Olivia Lybarger 0-4 0-0 
0, Audra Bickel 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 
12-44 4-10 35.

SOUTHERN WELLS (5-13): 
Kenzie Paxson 8-8 0-1 16, Ashlie 
Needler 7-18 1-4 15, Kyah Thomas 
1-6 0-0 2, Collena Reeves 0-3 1-2 
1, Gracie Reeves 0-1 0-2 0, Erika 
Beavans 0-3 0-2 0, Kaylea Coffel 
0-1 0-0 0, Aubrey Meyer 0-1 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 16-41 2-11 36.

Heritage   16    9     6     6   ––  35
So. Wells   6    11   10    9   ––  36
Three-point FG: Heritage: 4-15 

(Wallace 1-3, Brown 1-4, Fuller 1-4, 
Otte 1-1, Lybarger 0-3), Southern 
Wells  Rebounds: Heritage: 27 
(Fuller 7, Guenther 4, Wallace 4, 
Otte 4, Brown 3, Lybarger 3, Bickel 
1), Southern Wells 32 (Needler 12, 
Paxson 11, C. Reeves 3, Thomas 2, 
Beavans 2, G. Reeve) Turnovers: 
Heritage: 15, Southern Wells 20. 
Fouls: Heritage: 12, Southern Wells 
13. Fouled Out: None. Technicals: 
None.

JV: No JV game.
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NEWS-BANNER’S

CHOICE

� ank You for Voting Us
1st in Best Place to Buy Mattresses!

One of the Best Places to Buy Furniture!

We Appreciate Your Support & Business!
Hours:  Mon. - Tues. 10-6 • Thurs. - Fri. 10-6 • Sat 10-3

915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton
260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com

WE
CARRY

LIFT
CHAIRS

10 in Stock

Ask Us About Our
Adjustable 
Beds!

WE  HAVE
RECLINERS

Vaughan-Bassett 
Bedroom Furniture

FISHER'S
GARAGE DOORS, LLC

S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

• Replace Broken Springs
& Cables on All Makes

• Replace or Repair Doors
& Openers on All Makes

Wells
Jay
Allen 
Grant
Adams 
Blackford
Huntington 

&RESIDENTIAL  
COMMERCIAL

“Large Enough to Serve, Small Enough to Care”

260-849-0206 • www.fishersgaragedoors.com

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

Computer Diagnostics and More!

Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

tics and More!

Committed to Serving You Better!

Computer Diagnos
In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

1979 – 2024

2883 E State Road 124, Blu� ton, IN 46714
(260) 824-4929

1595 Harrison Plaza • Bluff ton, IN

A Purchase of $3000 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 1/31/2024

A Purchase of $4000 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 1/31/2024

$300 $500
off off

MARIACHI LOCO
     Mexican Grill & Bar
MARIACHI LOCOMARIACHI LOCO

Call for Carry-Out 260-827-0616

Village Green
Apartments

224 E Vine St.
Montpelier, IN 47359

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider”

Water, Sewer and
Weekly Trash Removal 

included in rent.
Rental Assistance 
Available for those 

who qualify

260-563-1342
TTY 711

1 & 2 Bedroom 
Units Available

FOOTBALL
NFL

Wild-card Playoffs
Monday, Jan. 15

Buffalo 31, Pittsburgh 17
Tampa Bay 32, Philadelphia 9

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 20

Houston at Baltimore, 4:30 p.m. 
(ESPN/ABC)

Green Bay at San Fransciso, 8 p.m. 
(FOX)

Sunday, Jan. 21

Tampa Bay at Detroit, 3 p.m. (NBC/
Peacock)

Kansas City at Buffalo, 6:30 p.m. 
(CBS/Paramount)

BASKETBALL
High School

Tuesday Boys’ Scores
Columbia City 68, Homestead 49
Daleville 66, Eastbrook 62
DeKalb 49, Angola 40
Ft. Wayne Luers 69, Jay Co. 60
Greenfield 72, Indpls Shortridge 43

Indpls Ben Davis 64, Decatur Central 
48

Jimtown 47, Goshen 38
Merrillville 60, Crown Point 57
Mishawaka Marian 35, Culver Acad-

emy 24
New Palestine 64, Richmond 59
W. Washington 66, Medora 35
Wabash 44, Mississinewa 41
Warren Central 57, Zionsville 53
Westview 61, Hamilton 17

Tuesday Girls’ Scores
Angola 65, Westview 36
Churubusco 55, Lakeland 48

E. Noble 68, Prairie Heights 24
Eastern (Pekin) 57, Clarksville 30
Eastside 58, W. Noble 52
Fishers 44, Carmel 37
Ft. Recovery, Ohio 52, S. Adams 46
Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 56, Ft. Wayne 

Concordia 51
Ft. Wayne Luers 78, Ft. Wayne 

North 30
Henryville 45, Christian Academy 31
Lawrence North 69, Hamilton 

Southeastern 65
Southern Wells 36, Heritage 35
Valparaiso 67, Twin Lakes 51
Warsaw 69, Homestead 48

News-Banner Scoreboard

WEDNESDAY, JAN 17
WRESTLING: Norwell at South 

Adams, 6:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, JAN 18
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Eastbrook at 

Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Oak 

Hill at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.; Wayne at Bluff-
ton, 5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN 19
BOYS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at 

Adams Central, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Norwell at 

New Haven, 6 p.m. (no JV)

SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): 
ACAC Swim/Dive Invitational, 5:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Bluffton, Southern 
Wells at ACAC Tournament (at Bluffton), 
6 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN 20
BOYS BASKETBALL: New Haven at 

Norwell, 7:45 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at 

Heritage, 7:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at 
Jay County, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): NE8 
Meet at Norwell, 10 a.m.

WRESTLING: Norwell at NE8 Meet at 

Huntington North, 9 a.m.
MONDAY, JAN 22
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, JAN 23
BOYS BASKETBALL: Bishop Luers 

at Norwell, 7:45 p.m.; Muncie Burris at 
Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Southern 
Wells at Southwood, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Nor-
well at Delta, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JAN 24
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Cowan at 

Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

High School Calendar

Paxson, Needler lead Raiders to 1st ACAC win in 4 years

Kenzie Paxson (left) and Ashlie Needler shout for joy after stuffing Heritage in the final posses-
sion, securing Southern Wells’ first win in the ACAC in four years Tuesday night at The Raider 
Dome. The two led the team with double-doubles and accounted for all but one of the Raiders’ 
16 baskets. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Southern Wells guard Erika Beavans (right) stares down 
and locks up Patriots’ Trinitee Brown. Beavans, a freshman, 
got props from head coach Jessica Killingbeck for her game 
against the Patriots on both offense and defense.

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. 
(AP) — Purdue center Zach 
Edey arrived at Indiana 
determined to leave a lasting 
impact Tuesday night.

Then he showed every-
one why he is the reigning 
national player of the year.

The 7-foot-4 senior drew 
fouls, made shots and even 
chased loose balls, finish-
ing with 33 points and 14 
rebounds while leading the 
second-ranked Boilermak-
ers to an 87-66 rout over the 
rival Hoosiers.

“This was my last chance 
to get a win here,” Edey said 
before handing Indiana its 
worst loss at Assembly Hall 
in this series.

Edey did it all, nearly 
single-handedly getting 
Indiana’s big men into early 
foul trouble. He was 11 of 
23 from the field and 11 for 
12 at the free throw line. 
He dove for a loose ball, 
and his shot-blocking pres-
ence had the Hoosiers out 
of sync. It was his second 
straight 30-point double-
double since Purdue’s loss 
last week at Nebraska.

Thanks largely to Edey, 
the Boilermakers (16-2, 5-2 
Big Ten) got their first win 
at Assembly Hall in three 
seasons and erased, for a 
moment, the bitterness of 
getting swept by Indiana 
last season. Fletcher Loyer 
scored 19 points and Lance 
Jones added 17 for Purdue, 

but Edey was the catalyst.
“He causes a lot of atten-

tion, and you see when he 
goes 1-on-1, he’s going to 
draw some fouls,” Purdue 
coach Matt Painter said after 
securing his 214th career 
conference win to tie former 
Illinois coach Lou Henson 
for No. 5 in Big Ten his-
tory. “It’s difficult to see 
someone at 7-4, 300 pounds 
that plays hard every single 
point. It just kind of shows 
you who he is.”

The Hoosiers (12-6, 
4-3) didn’t like what they 
saw. Trey Galloway scored 
17 points and Mackenzie 
Mgbakco had 15, but Indi-
ana trailed for the final 37 
minutes — most of that time 
by double digits after falling 

into an early 25-13 hole and 
a 51-29 deficit at halftime.

Indiana charged back 
by opening the second half 
on a 20-7 spurt and cutting 
the margin to 60-51 with 
about 13 minutes left. But 
then Purdue answered with 
five straight points, the final 
two coming on Edey’s free 
throws, and Indiana never 
got close again.

“I can’t sit here and 
complain about the offi-
ciating. It’s what it is. We 
couldn’t get to Edey quick 
enough,” Hoosiers coach 
Mike Woodson said. “I’ve 
got to get my two big guys 
a little tougher. I didn’t 
think we played tough 
enough, and Edey kind of 
had his way.”

Zach Edey comes up big again and 
leads No. 2 Purdue past rival Indiana


