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Decision postponed for health officer’s removal
By HOLLY GASKILL

After a grueling 4.5-hour hear-
ing, the Wells County Health 
Board took the matter of Health 
Officer Dr. Kay Johnson’s remov-
al under advisement.

The board unanimously agreed 
to initiate the process for removal 
on Dec. 6 and met Wednesday at 5 
p.m. for a hearing. The bulk of the 
hearing was spent with evidence, 

interviews and cross-examination 
between County Attorney Ted 
Storer and Health Officer Dr. Kay 
Johnson’s legal counsel, Martha 
Lemert of Burt Blee law firm in 
Fort Wayne. Ben Bilimek of Beers 
Mallers law firm in Fort Wayne 
served as the hearing officer.

Roughly 40 people were in 
attendance, eight of whom spoke 
during public comment, which fol-

lowed four hours of pre-
sentation.

Referencing Indiana 
Code 16-20-1-28, Storer 
outlined the board’s rea-
sons for removal as John-
son’s alleged failure to 
perform statutory duties, 
specifically regarding 
department vacancies, 
and other just cause.

Health Board Presi-
dent Chris Esterling tes-
tified first, stating his 
belief Johnson had failed 
to maintain meeting min-
utes, appoint personnel, 
and hire and train person-
nel for the Health Depart-
ment. Lemert and John-
son later denied each of 
these points.

The crux of the con-
versation continually 
returned to the employ-
ee turnover within the 
department, which both 
parties agreed followed 
Marlene Hoag’s retire-
ment as deputy adminis-
trator in November 2022.

Hoag testified she had trained 
her replacement, Tricia Ross, for 
10-12 weeks before her retire-
ment and extended her help for 
the future. Ross reportedly text-
ed Hoag twice in the following 
months; meanwhile, the depart-
ment fell behind on regular paper-
work.

Former septic environmental 
specialist Ryan Bennett reportedly 
resigned in late April 2023, and 
Ross’ resignation followed shortly 

after. In June 2023, the department 
was effectively left with half of its 
previous full-time staff. 

In a special health board meet-
ing in June, the board approved 
Hoag returning to her previous 
position to assist in the transition. 
She returned on July 5, 2023.  

Due to the need to prepare an 
annual budget, catch up on paper-
work and discuss the positions’ job 
descriptions, the open positions 
were not posted immediately, and 

there was a significant delay in 
receiving applicants. 

The department later had turn-
over in another part-time role and 
the food environmental specialist 
position. 

Esterling alleged that Johnson 
had been absent in this process, 
which was later echoed by board 
member Steven Bales. Esterling 
said the situation required the 
County Commissioners’ interven-

Wells County Health Officer Dr. Kay Johnson, pictured right, speaks to the Health Board during the hearing for her 
removal Wednesday night. Next to Johnson is her attorney, Martha Lemert, and behind is County Attorney Ted 
Storer. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Snow in West, flooding in Northeast, more foul weather on way
By KATHY McCORMACK 
and SCOTT McFETRIDGE 

Associated Press
CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — 

Drenching rains, flooding and 
fierce winds stranded vehicles, 
shuttered schools and knocked out 
power to hundreds of thousands in 
the Northeast, the swan song of a 
bout of violent weather that bat-
tered most of the United States. 
Forecasters warned Wednes-
day that more misery was not far 
behind.

The storm hit the Northeast 

on Tuesday night and moved out 
Wednesday after toppling trees, 
downing power lines, and forc-
ing water rescues on flooded or 
washed-out roads.

Wind gusts reached as high as 
95 mph in Maine, and blustery 
weather continued Wednesday. 
Philadelphia, which sits on the 
Delaware River upstream from the 
Atlantic Ocean, experienced its 
highest storm surge on record.

Another storm could bring 
heavy rain and high winds to the 
Northeast from Friday night into 

Saturday, forecasters said.
The region’s woes followed a 

day of tornadoes and deadly acci-
dents in the South and blizzards 
in the Midwest and Northwest. In 
some parts of the Pacific North-
west and the Rockies, more than 
2 feet of snow fell. Bone-chilling 
cold promised to follow in some 
areas, and an avalanche in Califor-
nia killed at least one person as a 
new storm rolled in.

Hundreds of thousands of cus-
tomers lost power at some point 
as storms swept the country. At 

least 250,000 customers remained 
without power Wednesday after-
noon on both coasts and in parts of 
the Midwest, with New York and 
Pennsylvania leading the count, 
according to PowerOutage.us.

Nearly 700 flights were can-
celed across the country Wednes-
day, according to FlightAware.
com.

The effects of the storm by 
region, and what’s still to come:

NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY, 
PENNSYLVANIA

A couple of Pennsylvania com-

munities got more than 4 inches of 
rain, and others came close. Emer-
gency responders rescued some 
drivers as low-lying roads flooded.

In Lower Macungie, outside 
Allentown, a Mercedes remained 
in the middle of a now-dry two-
lane road Wednesday afternoon, 
its owner having yet to retrieve it. 
An orange cone, a sign that rescu-
ers had cleared the car, sat atop it. 
All told, first responders rescued 
four motorists in the bedroom 
community.

Man arrested 
after attempting 
to flee from police

By SYDNEY KENT
A man from Ossian has been 

taken into custody after he allegedly 
attempted to flee from police early 
Tuesday morning.

Cody Howe, 24, was charged with 
domestic battery in the presence of a 
child less than 16-years-old and resist-
ing law enforcement.

According to Ossian Chief of 
Police Kurt Jack, the Ossian Police 
Department responded to a report 
of a domestic altercation in the 
200 block of Countryside Drive at 
approximately 7:49 a.m. When officers arrived, Howe 
immediately attempted to run away and resist arrest. 
He was apprehended shortly after his failed attempt to 
flee.

Howe’s bond has been set at $26,000. Jack advised that 
additional details are limited at this time as this is an ongo-
ing investigation.

sydney@news-banner.com

Cody Howe

John Stauffer addresses the Wells County 
Health Board during the hearing’s time for 
public comments. 

House Republicans to push retiree 
13th check and antisemitism bills

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana’s House Republican caucus — 70 strong — 
will prioritize legislation boosting retirement benefits for 
public employees and banning antisemitism in public 
educational institutions, alongside bills on job training 
and administrative law.

Democrats, meanwhile, focused on accountability.
Conversations humming in the House Chamber on 

Monday quieted as Speaker Todd Huston stepped up to 
a lectern and gaveled the chamber’s 100 lawmakers into 
the de facto first day of session.

Huston said the caucus would again aim to give pub-
lic retirees a benefit increase known as a 13th check, 
after the Senate skipped out on one last session — 
angering many.

“It’s been an important thing to our caucus and we 
wanted to pass it again this year,” Huston told reporters.

The check supplements benefits that generally don’t 
keep up with inflation. Lawmakers have traditionally 
offered former employees either a 13th check or cost of 
living adjustments during two-year budget cycles.

The House last year unanimously approved legisla-

tion obligating $37.8 million one year followed by $38.2 
million the next to supplement retiree pay but it never 
got a hearing in the Senate.

Dedicated funding in a separate account already 
exists to cover the cost.

An interim study committee recommended that Indi-
ana should move from ad hoc benefit increases to a 
long-term approach guaranteeing annual 13th checks for 
some and COLAs for others.

Huston said House Republicans would additionally 
champion legislation reaffirming the rights of Jewish 
students to receive an education free of religious dis-
crimination.

Indiana law already bans discrimination on the basis 
of race and “creed,” which means religion. House Bill 
1002 would specify that antisemitism — bias against 
Jewish people — is religious discrimination and is not 
allowed within the public education system.

The legislation uses a definition of antisemitism 
adopted by the U.S. State Department, U.S. Education 
Department and the International Holocaust Remem-
brance Alliance. And it makes clear that “criticism of 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Testimony, discussion stretches past four hours
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tion. Esterling concluded, “The reason 
there are many people trying to assist 
and intervene is not because they want 
to take charge or be in a position of 
authority, but it appears to be due to 
no one taking charge and problems 
are trying to be solved because of the 
Health Officer’s lack of leadership.”

Having served on the board for over 
20 years, Bales said this was not the 
first time the board had been frustrat-
ed with a lack of action on Johnson’s 
part, and claimed he had discussed her 
removal with Hoag during the issues 
with COVID-19. “We need to move 
on with someone who wants to lead,” 
Bales stated.

Storer asserted Johnson had failed 
to give direction about job postings and 
had not done due diligence in advertis-
ing the positions.

Citing IC 16-20-1-9, Lemert said 
the deputy administrator was del-
egated the responsibility of job adver-
tisement in the role’s job description, 
and the topic was not an appropriate 
criticism of Johnson’s leadership. Even 
so, Lemert referenced several meet-
ing minutes and News-Banner articles 
where Johnson had reportedly provid-
ed guidance on staffing issues. Hoag 
additionally testified that Johnson had 
“always been available.”

In her testimony, Johnson alleged 
elected officials had instigated staffing 
issues. She stated Bennett had primar-
ily resigned due to an interpersonal 
issue with a coworker, and specifically 
regarding a disputed inspection. John-
son claimed “Mr. Hanover” had later 
come into the department and threat-
ened Ross’ job, and she submitted her 
resignation the following day. 

Commissioner Mike Vanover later 
denied this claim. County Council 
member Brandon Harnish, also present 
during Wednesday’s hearing, had pre-
viously confirmed he had a conversa-
tion with Ross prior to her resignation. 

In the Aug. 19, 2023, edition of The 
News-Banner, Harnish gave the fol-
lowing statement: “As far as I’m con-
cerned, an elected official had an inter-
view with an employee of the Health 
Department about the potential wrong-
doing of a subordinate. The next day, 
that employee quit.”

Johnson also took issue with how 
officials had publicly criticized the 
department, allegedly without speak-
ing with her first. Several times a 
Facebook post from Vanover was ref-
erenced, where he called the actions 
of some individuals at the Health 
Department “corrupt and reprehensi-
ble.” Johnson advised that public criti-
cism like this had made it difficult for 
the department to attract prospective 
employees.

“Whatever issues we have are 
not because of me, and certainly not 
because of bad leadership, it’s because 
of people interfering,” Johnson stated.

“I stand by the comments I made on 
Facebook,” Vanover said. “They were 
directed toward a specific employee 
that engaged in behavior and that is 
my opinion of what it represents, not 
the entire department. There are good, 
hardworking people that do a good job, 
and I absolutely believe that.”

Johnson additionally insisted she 
was kept out of the loop on issues and 
updates with the department. John-
son has held the position since 2010 
and claimed the position had always 
been understood as a largely advisory 
role. Several times Johnson said it was 
not communicated that the board or 
officials had wanted her to be more 
involved or complete certain tasks.

Board members Dr. Mary Donley 
and Dr. Bartholomew Hott took issue 
with this assertion. “When you know 
someone so crucial is leaving a depart-
ment, why didn’t you take steps to 
make sure things are OK?” Hott asked. 
Donley later asked, “You are not a neo-
phyte (novice) … how could you see 
problems that were developing and not 
become a more active participant?”

Johnson responded that it had not 
been a previous expectation for her to 
intervene in personnel matters. Storer 
asked if there had been a similar previ-
ous situation, and Johnson replied that 
there had not. 

Regarding Johnson’s alleged failure 
to train personnel, Johnson claimed 
Hoag had presented Ross as trained 
and capable for the position. Bales 
later disputed this, saying Hoag had 
told him there had been issues toward 
the end of Ross’ training, just before 
Hoag’s retirement.

Johnson argued she was never 
notified of this, and other issues were 
allegedly only discovered after Ross 
had left the department.

Concerning missing meeting min-
utes, both parties agreed that meet-
ing minutes were not recorded at the 
June 15, 2023, board meeting. Storer 
said this had been the deputy admin-
istrator’s responsibility at the time, but 
given Ross’ resignation reportedly the 
following day, it was Johnson’s respon-
sibility to ensure this was completed. 

Lemert again denied it was the 
health officer’s responsibility. Johnson 
later expressed that it was weak criti-
cism to focus on one meeting’s min-
utes in 14 years as a health officer. 

This sentiment was echoed by 
Michael Lautzenheiser Sr., 1718 Wil-
liam Wells Circle in Bluffton, dur-
ing the meeting’s public comments. 
Lauzenheiser contended that the Wells 
health officer has never been expected 
to fulfill such duties, and previous offi-
cers have not been judged so harshly. 
“We have a chance tonight to heal this 
community, not divide it,” Lautzen-
heiser said.

John Stauffer, 123 West Walnut St. 
in Bluffton, asked where criticism has 
been for the board, who appointed 
Johnson to a four-year term in 2022 
and apparently haven’t communicated 
with Johnson or stepped in past their 
advisory roles. 

Additionally, Stauffer questioned 
why the board had jumped toward 
removal when there had been no writ-
ten documentation of where she had 
failed expectations. “It seems really 
questionable whether or not appropri-
ate steps have been followed,” Stauffer 
said.

“As I listened to a lot of this, com-
mon decency, common sense and 
employment practices would tell you, 
if you have an issue with somebody’s 
performance, that you discuss it with 
them, that you have conversations, that 
you set expectations and timelines, 
right?” reiterated Tamra Boucher, 165 
Conifer Ct. in Markle. 

Storer and Esterling also mentioned 
Johnson’s failure to produce a plan for 
the potential use of additional funding 
available through Health First Indiana. 
Johnson advised she and Public Health 
Nurse Lynn Blevins had discussed sev-
eral wanted items, but Blevins said it 

was communicated early on that the 
county did not intend to join the pro-
gram. 

Jennifer Brink, 910 River Rd. in 
Bluffton, took significant issue with 
this and criticized the board’s lack of 
education about the program. 

However, Roger Thornton, 1335 
Hollendale Dr. in Bluffton, said it 
was “ill-advised” and “inappropri-
ate” to discuss Health First Indiana 
at the hearing. He added, “I believe 
that counsel for Dr. Johnson, and Dr. 
Johnson as well, have proven that she 
is not involved, takes no responsibil-
ity for any of the issues that now face 
your department … She doesn’t take 
responsibility for orienting this board, 
for developing job descriptions and for 
being active in the department leader-
ship. I appreciate your work as a board 
— it has to be a thankless job, particu-
larly tonight.”

Don Smith, 1426 Deerbrook Ct. in 
Bluffton, suggested much of the harsh 
criticism of the department ultimately 
began with COVID-19. “I don’t think 
anybody would want to come to Wells 
County and work with all this,” Smith 
said. “We got a real problem — let’s 
get rid of another person, and I guar-
antee you there will never be anybody 
who wants to come to this county and 
work in the Health Department.”

However, Walter Erxleben, 1157 
North Shore Dr. in Bluffton, said he 
had been disappointed Johnson had 
not taken a stronger leadership role to 
defend the Health Department with 
COVID-19 issues.

During her comments, Johnson 
expressed her belief that she has been 
more heavily criticized as a Black 
woman in the role. She stated every 
health officer before had been a white 
male, and she had been passed over the 
first time she applied to the position 
despite her credentials, which include 
a master’s in public health from Yale 
Medical School. 

“There have been people that I 
know have been uncomfortable with 
the face of a Black woman represent-
ing this department in Wells County,” 
she said. “And although I have not 
endured any racial slurs, it’s been obvi-
ous to me that some people are uncom-
fortable with that.”

Given the time and that board mem-
ber Hott had to leave before the hear-
ing’s end, Storer suggested the board 
take the matter under advisement. All 
board members were present Wednes-
day.

The next regular board meeting is 
scheduled for 6:30 a.m. Feb. 16. A spe-
cial meeting has not been scheduled at 
the time of print. 

“It’s a common occur-
rence that when we have 
the heavy rains and the 
flooding occurs, and we 
shut down these roads, that 
some people choose to take 
their chances,” said Lower 
Macungie Fire Chief David 
Nosal. “And some make it 
through, some don’t, and 
those that don’t end up call-
ing 911, and then we have to 
go out and retrieve them.”

The storm surge at Phila-
delphia was the highest in 
records dating to 1900, said 
Jeff Masters, a meteorolo-
gist with Yale Climate Con-
nections. The storm flooded 
roads, uprooted trees and cut 
power.

The previous high surge 
came during Hurricane 
Sandy in 2012.

“Coastal flooding is 
accelerating and will contin-
ue to do so because sea level 

rise is accelerating, as well,” 
Masters said.

In New Jersey, roads 
flooded and rivers rose after 
some up to 3 inches of rain 
fell on ground already satu-
rated by another storm a few 
weeks ago.

Lou DeFazio, 65, of 
Manville, lives steps from 
the Millstone River, which 
flooded disastrously in 2021 
in the remnants of Hurricane 
Ida.

“It’s getting worse and 
worse,” he said as the river 
swelled Wednesday.

In New York’s Nassau 
County, on Long Island, 
cars sloshed through water 
in the streets of Freeport. 
Farther east, near the Hamp-
tons, flooding was reported 
at Shinnecock Bay. Several 
schools across Long Island 
canceled or delayed classes.

New York City officials 
evacuated nearly 2,000 

migrants housed at a sprawl-
ing tent complex in Brook-
lyn amid fears high winds 
could collapse it. Fami-
lies slept on the floor of a 
high school. The migrants 
returned to the complex 
early Wednesday after winds 
eased.

NEW ENGLAND AND 
CANADA

Winds gusted to 95 mph 
at Maine’s Isle au Haut, an 

island in Penobscot Bay, 
said Jon Palmer, of the 
National Weather Service.

Winds pushed a parked 
but empty Southwest Air-
lines plane into a jet bridge 
early Wednesday at Port-
land International Jetport, 
Maine’s largest airport, offi-
cials said. No one was hurt, 
but a wing was damaged 
and a new aircraft was sent 
to operate the flight.

L O C A L / N AT I O NPage 2 • The News-Banner • THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 2024

Health Department Weather
Thursday, January 11, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:18 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 35; Low: 32; Precipitation: 0.03 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 4.98  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 36. West wind 

15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph. 
Thursday Night: A slight chance of snow after 1 a.m., 

mixing with rain after 4 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 28. West wind 5 to 15 mph becoming east after mid-
night. Winds could gust as high as 20 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 20 percent.

Friday: Rain, mainly after 7 a.m. Patchy blowing snow 
after 4 p.m. High near 43. East wind around 20 mph, with 
gusts as high as 35 mph. Chance of precipitation is 100 per-
cent. New precipitation amounts between 1 and 2 inches 
possible. 

Friday Night: Rain before 10 p.m., then snow, possi-
bly mixed with rain between 10 p.m. and 1 a.m., then snow 
likely after 1 a.m. Patchy blowing snow. Low around 24. 
Windy, with a southeast wind 25 to 30 mph becoming west 
30 to 35 mph in the evening. Winds could gust as high as 50 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 90 percent. New snow accu-
mulation of less than one inch possible. 

Saturday: A 50 percent chance of snow. Patchy blowing 
snow. Cloudy, with a high near 26. Windy. 

Saturday Night: A 20 percent chance of snow showers 
before 1 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 7. Breezy. 

Sunday: A 30 percent chance of snow showers, mainly 
after 1 p.m. Mostly cloudy and cold, with a high near 15.

Sunday Night: A 30 percent chance of snow showers, 
mainly before 1 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around -1.

M.L.King Day: Mostly cloudy and cold, with a high 
near 9.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around -5.
Tuesday: Partly sunny and cold, with a high near 10.
Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 3.

TYEGER’S PIZZA PARLOUR
tyegerspizza.com

260-827-0700
        931 N main st., 
        Bluffton, IN

ScAn fOR mEnU
facebook.com/TyegersPizzaParlour

Here’s the deal. The right 
insurance should help 
you feel confident and 
comfortable. I’m the right 
good neighbor for that.
Call me today.

Above, Health 
Board member 
Steven Bales 
(left) asks Health 
Officer Dr. Kay 
Johnson follow-up 
questions to her 
testimony. Board 
President Chris 
Esterling sits at 
right. 

At left, Johnson’s 
attorney, Martha 
Lemert, presents 
a document for 
review. John-
son sits at right. 
(Photos by Holly 
Gaskill)

Israel similar to that leveled 
against any other country” is 
not antisemitism.

Huston on Monday con-
firmed that support of Pal-
estine — not the terrorist 
group Hamas — would not 
be considered antisemitism 
under the legislation.

The House unanimously 
approved an identically-
worded bill last session, but it 
didn’t make it out of commit-
tee in the Senate and died.

“We’ll give it another 
shot to pass that again this 
year,” Huston said.

Democrats introduce 
priorities

Minority Leader Phil 
GiaQuinta agreed that law-
makers should send retir-
ees a 13th check “instead 
of breaking this promise to 
them like we did last year.”

House Democrats laid 
out a pricer list of priorities: 
universal pre-kindergarten 
in hopes of boosting Indi-
ana’s worsening reading 
proficiency rates, increasing 
Medicaid reimbursement 
rates, and offering more 
property tax relief to home-
owners and renters.

GiaQuinta also said he 
wanted to “moderate” the 
controversial Indiana Eco-
nomic Development Corp. , 
a quasi-public agency.

He criticized the entity 
for not establishing “com-
munity trust” while embark-
ing on a massive, water-
intensive industrial develop-
ment known as LEAP.

“Understandably, many 
Tippecanoe County resi-
dents feel that the IEDC 
has little concern for their 
long-term water supply, and 
views their concerns as sec-
ondary to getting the LEAP 
project over the finish line,” 
GiaQuinta said. “Likewise, 
Terre Haute and other down-
stream communities have 
expressed concern about 
the project. These decisions 
only amplify citizen distrust 
in their government.”

“IEDC needs more trans-
parency and oversight. The 
legislature has written IEDC 

far too many blank checks 
over the past few years. As 
my colleagues from Tippe-
canoe County have noted, 
we need to look before we 
leap,” GiaQuinta quipped, 
prompting quiet laughter 
from the chamber.

House Democrats addi-
tionally pushed for the state 
to adopt citizen-led ballot 
initiatives, which residents 
in states like Michigan, Ohio 
and Kansas have recently 
used to require independent 
redistricting, protect abor-
tion access or authorize mar-
ijuana use.

“Voters … have weighed 
in loud and clear: Midwest-
erners don’t like the gov-
ernment telling them what 
to do,” GiaQuinta said. “I 
don’t know about you, but I 
have a strong suspicion that 
Hoosiers don’t like the gov-
ernment telling them what to 
do on abortion or marijuana 
either.”

The constitutional change 
would require multiple years 
of legislative approval plus a 
voter referendum.

Huston indicated that the 
idea is a non-starter: “We 
have elections every two 
years where people have a 
chance to vote and I think 
the way it works today has 
been successful for Indiana.”

Quiet day in the Senate
Across the hall, Chief 

Justice Loretta Rush swore 
in the Senate’s newest mem-
ber: Dave Vinzant, a former 
Hobart councilman. He suc-
ceeds former Sen. Eddie 
Melton, who won the may-
oral election in Gary.

Vinzant joins three other 
new senators: Indianapo-
lis’ Cyndi Carrasco, Guild-
ford’s Randy Maxwell and 
Terre Haute’s Greg Goode. 
Sen. Pro Tem Rodric Bray, 
R-Martinsville, welcomed 
the assembled senators for 
their first day — noting 
that the chamber already 
had a committee scheduled 
to meet Monday and were 
moving quickly.

“I’m grateful to be back 
and ready to get to work,” 
he said.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

House Republicans

More foul weather

(Continued from Page 1)



By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

“The ability to have a 
house to call your own is an 
integral part of the Ameri-
can Dream,” East Chicago 
Rep. Earl Harris, the IBLC’s 
chair, said in a statement. 
“Homeownership is a step-
ping stone that allows an 
individual and their fami-
lies to plant their roots and 
build their lives. Owning 
a home is about far more 
than having a roof over your 
head; it’s about giving Hoo-
siers a sense of security and 
the ability to save up for 
upcoming milestones, like 
sending their kid to college 
or heading into retirement. 
This bill will help cut more 
everyday Hoosiers in on the 
American Dream and will 

strengthen the middle class 
along the way.”

House  B i l l  1176 , 
authored by Harris, would 
establish a program to assist 
home buyers with down 
payments while House Bill 
1128, authored by Indianap-
olis Rep. Vanessa Summers, 
would prohibit foreclosures 
due to medical debt.

Additional bills include:
Senate Bill 243, from 

Indianapolis Sen. Andrea 
Hunley: Requires landlords 
to deliver written notice of 
intent to sell their property 
and requires the buyer of a 
rental property to honor the 
written lease between the 
previous owner and their 
tenants 

House  B i l l  1112 , 
authored by Indianapolis 

Rep. Cherrish Pryor: Bans 
bias in home appraisals

House Bill 1195, by Indi-
anapolis Rep. Robin Shack-
leford: Creates the right to 
counsel eviction task force 
to help those in eviction pro-
ceedings receive appropriate 
representation. 

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The House Courts and Criminal Codes 
committee unanimously voted Wednesday 
to move a bill adding computer-generated 
nude pictures of real people to Indiana’s 
revenge pornography statute — despite res-
ervations over the legislation’s wording.

Technological advancements have made 
the computer creation of synthetic nudes 
simpler than ever, said Courtney Curtis, 
with the Indiana Prosecuting Attorneys 
Council.

In a deepfake, a person’s face can be 
pasted onto another’s body, making it 
appear as though the person said or did 
things that they did not. That technology 
emerged in 2020.

And it’s progressed since then. Now, 
websites and apps can take real photographs 
or videos and digitally remove the subject’s 
clothing.

“What is kind of insidious about this 
is that these images can be taken off of an 
individual’s social media,” Curtis said. “… 
Anyone can be a victim.”

Middle and high school students in New 
Jersey, Washington and Wisconsin have 
been targeted by the fake imagery, accord-
ing to news reports.

The U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
even warned in June that “malicious actors” 
are harassing or blackmailing children and 
non-consenting adults with synthetic nudes.

Indiana’s revenge pornography statute, 
however, only criminalizes intimate images 
and videos that are non-consensually dis-
tributed by the people who snapped the pic-

tures or shot the clips.
“We’re just not currently covering it,” 

Curtis said.
But House Bill 1047 could run afoul of 

the First Amendment, the Indiana Public 
Defender Commission cautioned.

Staff attorney Joel Wieneke said the leg-
islation’s language is too broad and could 
pull in cartoonish representations of people 
or lead to prosecution of people who see the 
imagery but weren’t involved in its creation.

He suggested the lawmakers tweak the 
text to require that the synthetic nudes actu-
ally resemble real people in order to be a 
crime and edit language criminalizing dis-
semination without creation.

The law would retain its 2019 conse-
quences: a Class A misdemeanor unless the 
perpetrator is a repeat offender. Then, it s a 
Level 6 felony.

Committee members voted 10-0 to 
advance the bill, with author Rep. Sharon 
Negele, R-Attica, vowing to continue work-
ing on the phrasing.

The bill advanced with an amendment 
temporarily waiving the state’s statute of 
limitations to ensure Boy Scouts settlement 
claimants to receive the full amount they’re 
owed. The House passed that proposal last 
year but the Senate killed it.

Negele said it was the legislature’s last 
chance to make the change for the 760 Hoo-
sier abuse survivors, as the Boy Scouts of 
America bankruptcy settlement’s window 
for changes closes in April — before next 
session.

The legislation will next be heard on the 
House floor.

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

New data shows Indi-
ana’s teacher pay is ticking 
up — but still trails behind 
averages in neighboring 
states — as the debate over 
Hoosier educator salaries 
continues.

The average teacher sal-
ary in Indiana is $58,531 
— up from about $57,000 
the year prior —  according 
to the 2022-23 state teacher 
compensation report by the 
Indiana Education Employ-
ment Relations Board.

The lowest teacher salary 
reported was $38,000. The 
highest is about $108,000. 

More than 31,000 full-
time Hoosier teachers earn 
above the statewide average. 
Almost 32,000 educators 
still earn below that margin, 
per the report.

Currently, Indiana law 
requires a minimum sal-
ary of $40,000 for each full-
time teacher. The Indiana 
State Teachers Association’s 
county-by-county map of 
average teacher salaries and 
starting salaries shows most, 
but not all, Hoosier districts 
have raised salary mini-
mums during the previous 
and current school years.

But representatives from 
the state’s largest teacher 
union told the Indiana Capi-
tal Chronicle that the latest 
IEERB report shows “there 
is still work to be done in 
achieving the teacher salary 
goals set by the governor in 
2020.”

“It’s evident that other 
states continue to outpace 
Indiana in making invest-
ments in K-12 education, 
placing Indiana at a disad-
vantage,” said ISTA Presi-
dent Keith Gambill, who 
emphasized in November 
that the union is additionally 
continuing to lobby for pro-
fessional pay benefits and 
support for parent educators, 
bus drivers, food service 
workers and other “vital 
support staff.”

He said salary concerns 
are further “amplified” by 
“weak” school funding in 
the recent state budget’s 
second year, “which jeopar-
dizes the progress made in 
the previous budget cycle.” 
In response, part of ISTA’s 
2024 legislative agenda calls 
for a $500 million increase 
to basic tuition support for 
traditional public schools in 
the 2025 fiscal year

“ISTA remains com-
mitted to attracting and 
retaining the best educators 
by being competitive on 
teacher pay,” Gambill con-
tinued.” We will continue 
to advocate for prioritizing 
public school funding to 
ensure what’s best for our 
students.”

Republican Gov. Eric 
Holcomb — whose 2024 
agenda is expected to be 
released Monday — said 
previously that he intends 
to make teacher pay com-
petitive with surrounding 
states and get Indiana’s 
average teacher salary up to 
$60,000. The same increase 
was recommended by the 
governor’s 2020 Next Level 
Teacher Compensation 
Commission.

Legislation mandating 
such pay has yet to pass. 
Instead, Holcomb has said 
he trusts districts to manage 
their own budgets and find 
ways to increase teacher sal-
aries locally.

Republican legislative 
leaders have repeatedly said 
they do not intend to re-open 
the Indiana budget during 
the 2024 short session — 
meaning any bills requir-
ing new state funds before 
the  next budget cycle are 
unlikely to advance.

Even so, a new bill filed 

by Rep. Sheila Klinker, 
D-Lafayette, seeks to 
increase teacher minimum 
salaries to $60,000.

House Bill 1037 would 
require school corporations 
that cannot meet the require-
ment to submit a report to 
the Indiana Department of 
Education explaining why 
they cannot meet the pay 
threshold.

“Teachers need to know 
that they’re valued and 
appreciated. It’s essential 
that teacher pay reflects the 
hard work and dedication of 
our educators. We’re experi-
encing a nationwide teacher 
shortage, so we need to 
encourage people to come 
into our profession,” said 
Klinker, a retired teacher. 
“Raising the minimum sal-
ary to a competitive pay is 
the start of recruiting new 
educators. … We must 
encourage people to join — 
and stay — in our profes-
sion.” 

The latest salary data
The IEERB has issued 

its Collective Bargain-
ing Report each year since 
2013. All Hoosier school 
corporations and employers 
that bargain with an exclu-
sive representative organi-
zation are required to com-
plete the survey. 

Of the 305 entities that 
submitted data for the latest 
analysis, 289 were tradition-
al public schools, 10 were 
special education coopera-
tives, and six were career 
centers.

Total salary costs for 
all teachers across Indiana 
totaled more than $3.6 bil-
lion. At least 291 school cor-
porations use federal grants 
and 31 use property tax ref-
erendums to support teacher 
salaries.

Indiana law addition-
ally tasks the IEERB with 
collecting teacher salary 
averages from surrounding 
states, including Michigan, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Ohio 
and Kentucky. Data from 
Illinois, Michigan and Ken-
tucky were not yet available 
and left out of the report, 
however.

Although Wisconsin and 
Ohio reported teacher salary 
minimums at $35,000 — 
$3,000 lower than Indiana 
— educators in both states 
average higher annual pay 
than their Hoosier counter-
parts.

Salary statistics for Wis-
consin indicate an average 
teacher salary of $61,858. 
In Ohio, the average is 
$71,495.

Indiana’s district-level 

administrators also average 
lower annual salaries than in 
neighboring states.

Administrators in Indiana 
average $113,746 per year, 
according to the IEERB 
report, while those in Wis-
consin average $153,111, 
and $130,372 in Ohio.

Even when adjusted for 
cost of living, salaries for 
Indiana’s teachers are below 
that of educators in Wiscon-
sin and Ohio.

Indiana superintendents, 
meanwhile, averaged $ 
136,961 in 2022-23. Super-
intendent salary compari-
sons for other states were 
not included in the report.

Indiana’s average teacher 
salary is ranked 39th in the 
United States by the Nation-
al Education Association. 
The state’s average teacher 
starting salary is ranked 
29th.

More educators 
in the pipeline

Though K-12 enrollment 
in Hoosier school decreased 
by 2,605 students in 2022-
23, the Indiana teacher 
workforce grew by more 
than 200 educators, accord-
ing to the report. 

The total number of full-
time teachers in the state 
increased to 62,882 — up 
from 62,673 in 2021-22, and 
62,393 in 2019-20.

The number of teacher 
candidates enrolled in Indi-
ana colleges and universities 
that offer teacher creden-
tialing programs increased 
to 11,824 in 2021-22, latest 
school year data available. 
That’s an increase from 
10,972 would-be educators 
in 2018-2019.

More than 3,600 first-
year, full-time educators 
were hired during the 2022-
23 school year. Another 
1,415 teachers retired.

Fewer teachers are being 
retained, however. Accord-
ing to the IEERB survey 
data, 55,227 teachers were 
retained in 2022-23 from 
the previous year. That’s 
compared to 55,682 the year 
before, and 56,999 in 2020-
21.

The number of district-
level administrators also 
dropped to 806 in the 2022-
23 school year, 138 fewer 
than the year prior. 

Multiple initiatives spear-
headed by Indiana lawmak-
ers and state education offi-
cials are currently underway 
to boost teacher numbers. 
That includes scholarships 
and multiple other incentive 
programs meant to recruit 
and retain students in educa-
tion preparation programs.
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Indiana teacher salaries are 
on the rise — but averages still 
fall short of governor’s goal

New report shows pay increases for many Hoosier educators in 
2022-23, though averages stayed below $60,000 goal

Indiana House panel advances 
bill criminalizing AI nudity

Chief Justice hails local courts 
in State of the Judiciary speech

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Loretta Rush 
used her annual State of the 
Judiciary address Wednes-
day to thank lawmakers for 
past financial support and 
illustrate how courts are 
helping Hoosiers every day.

“This year, we are eager 
to show you the return on 
your  investment — the 
proverbial ‘bang for the 
buck’ — your funding has 
produced. We are incredibly  
grateful for your trusted 
financial commitment to the 
judiciary,” Rush said in her 
10th address to the House 
and Senate. “Your invest-
ment has paid huge divi-
dends, enhancing operation-
al efficiencies in the courts 
and  improving the lives of 
the Hoosiers we all serve.”

She offered several 
examples, with emphasis on 
Indiana’s 21 family recov-
ery courts.

She told the story of a 

Vigo County man — identi-
fied as Josh — whose chil-
dren were removed from 
his custody while he was 
struggling with addiction. 
Through the recovery court 
process, he went to Narcot-
ics Anonymous and anger 
management meetings. He 
also worked with a volun-
teer teacher weekly until he 
earned his GED. Now he 
has his driver’s license, is 
married to a supportive wife 
and has been reunited with 
his children.

“Josh’s transformation 
was possible thanks to the 
funding you provided for 
problem-solving courts 
— what a return on invest-
ment,” Rush said. 

She also talked about a 
recent rural justice summit 
aimed at developing solu-
tions for  accessing treatment 
and promoting rehabilitation 
in under-resourced areas.

“Courts are a primary 
referral source to get people 
to treatment. But there are 

huge barriers  when a coun-
ty has no service providers, 
no problem-solving courts, 
or not enough attorneys,” 
Rush said. “And no one sees 
a return on investment when 
we have ‘justice by geog-
raphy,’ where a person can 
get help in one county but 
can get locked up in another 
because the same  resources 
are not present.”

The chief justice fur-
ther touched on technology 
improvements and commer-
cial courts before thanking 
Gov. Eric Holcomb for his 
leadership and appointment 
of 100 trial court judges.

“One of your legacies 
among many is that of a 
strong judiciary,” Rush told 
the governor. “So be confi-
dent that your Judiciary will 
continue to be strong. We 
will continue to respect the 
wise investment that you’ve 
done by giving us the fund-
ing you have the past year 
and may God continue to 
bless our great state.”

INCIDENTS
County:
Tuesday, 4:54 p.m., 

Ind. 116 and North Merid-
ian Road, Bluffton. Caller 
reported two vehicle acci-
dent. Ind. 116 closed down 
temporarily.

Tuesday, 5:32 p.m., Jeff 
Road and West 900 South, 
Warren. Officer assisted 
with crash involving one 
vehicle upside down with 
one person trapped. Offi-
cer noted open containers 
of alcohol and the odor of 
alcohol on driver’s breath. 
William Roberts arrested for 
operating while intoxicated, 
endangering another person, 
a Class A misdemeanor.

Tuesday, 5:50 p.m., North 
Meridian Road and Ind. 124, 
Bluffton. Caller reported 
water in roadway. Officer 
noted it wasn’t noteworthy.

Wednesday, 10:38 a.m., 
200 South and South 300 
West, Liberty Center. Caller 
reported workers parking on 
roadway are making things 
difficult. Officer noted there 
was plenty of room for vehi-
cles to get by.

ACCIDENTS
County:
Tuesday, 4:54 p.m., Ind 

116 and Meridian Road. A 
witness reported that a Sil-
ver Chevy Equinox, driven 
by David Lahwhorn, was 
driving left of center on 
Ind. 116 for approximately 
half a mile before striking a 
Ford Flex driven by Melis-
sa Fisher and continuing off 
of the roadway into a ditch. 
Both vehicles were towed 
due to disabling damage. 
Damages did not exceed 
$25,000.

ARRESTS

Cody Andrew Howe, 
24, Ossian, domestic bat-
tery in the presence of a 
child less than 16, a Level 
6 felony, and resisting law 
enforcement, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$26,000.

Austin Glen Kolkman, 
22, Fort Wayne, battery 
committed with a deadly 
weapon, a Level 5 felony, 
and criminal recklessness 
with a deadly weapon, a 
Level 6 felony. No bond 
set.

William D Roberts, 39, 
Warren, operating a vehi-
cle while intoxicated — 
endangerment, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,500.

Zachary Ryan Porter, 22, 
Ossian, leaving the scene 
of a crash, a Class B misde-
meanor. Bond set at $1,000.

IBLC targets fair housing in 2024 agenda
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Angelkeep ash, Deam ash, dead ash
Once upon a time 

Angelkeep had a pair of 
twin ash trees. Before 
Angelkeep even had been 
assigned a name, an exca-
vated hole appeared that 
would one day be dubbed Angelpond. 
Chaney Brothers were politely asked 
to try to save several trees marked 
about five foot off the ground with 
fluorescent hot pink duct tape. The 
marked pair of large ash trees were 
saved, although left very near the 
edge of the 15-foot deep hole. 

About half their roots were neces-
sarily cut away making the pond. 
After about five years both began to 
suffer. Their branches intermingled, 
so near to each other were their posi-
tions, and they appeared to cling to 
each other as the end came for both 
at the same time. The earliest autopsy 
results assumed death had occurred 
due to the loss of too many roots. 
Malnutrition and dehydration killed 
the twin ash. 

More years passed and the ash 
pair dried out, the bark cracked, and 
pieces began to fall off. Abundant 
grooves appeared underneath in the 
trunk’s wood changing the autopsy 
report to “death by Emerald Ash 
Borer.” 

It resembled a David and Goliath 
story. A wee small bug killed the 
giant twin ash. Perhaps it was more 
of a tortoise and hare story since the 
death took several years.

One hundred years prior to the 
Angelkeep’s twin-ash murder story, 
ash trees hit page four of a Bluffton 
newspaper. Charles C. Deam arrived 
from his Indianapolis office to secure 
specimens for a scientific study of 
Indiana ash. Deam, a former Bluffton 
pharmacist, became a self-taught 
botanist so renowned that Hoosiers 
tagged him as the first Indiana State 
Forester. In that role, Deam, “plain ol’ 
Charlie Deam,” as he called himself, 
coordinated with Buck & Gutelius 
Handle Company of Bluffton to 

obtain 50 blocks 
or discs of ash for 
scientific study. 
Deam shipped 
them to Purdue 
University.

Angelkeep’s 
ash tree twins 
were not yet sap-
lings when Deam sequestered ash 
samples. Angelkeep did have many 
large cottonwood trees that might 
have already been started back in 
June 1912 when the study’s ash discs 
were cut. For sure Angelkeep’s Osage 
orange trees were well established, 
having been planted as fence posts. 
They’d taken root at least half a 
century before Deam arrived. These 
Osage orange, or hedge apple trees, 
were cut off the Angelkeep perimeter 
by I & M Power. Ring counts proved 
some had taken root over a century 
and a half prior to their death in the 
21st century.

Angelkeep’s twin ash limbs broke 
and fell, little by little. The trunks 
rotted bit by bit. Soon the two were 
no longer holding hands (branches.) 
Each stood on their own against 
nature’s attempt to topple them. 
In 2023, one fell half way, lodged 
against another ash a generation 
younger, it probably started by a seed 
of the very ash that fell. A woods-
man and his chainsaw helped the ash 
to the ground. He cut a cord of fire 
wood. From there it would become 
ashes to ashes.

Bluffton’s handle factory had no 
Wells County timber purchased and 
ready for cutting when Deam arrived 
so he accepted whatever could be cut 
in Adams, Jay, or Blackford counties. 
Deam’s Purdue student assistants 
accompanied timber cutters with 
Deam personally superintending the 

cutting. Each tree providing a disc 
would be documented as to its loca-
tion, soil type, and with the cuts taken 
at six feet off the ground, would have 
their rings counted for a record of 
their age. All of the data would assist 
the Purdue scientists, and Deam, in 
determining the best and most rapid 
growing conditions for ash. “Ash had 
been declared the most profitable tree 
to be planted for the market.”

Angelkeep ash continue to grow 
from seeds. Once they get to a near 
mature stage, Emerald Ash Borers 
find them and do their dastardly deed. 
Angelkeep yet holds onto one original 
ash left at the north edge of Angel-
pond. Bark falls off the west side of 
the trunk. Insect bored groves show in 
the trunk. Yet, half of the tree contin-
ues to fight on. Half continues to leaf 
each year. It’s been fighting death two 
decades. In this case the hare is keep-
ing one hop ahead of the tortoise.

Charlie Deam’s education in 
botany began through E. B. Wil-
liamson when E. B. was age 19. 
They became buddies to the end, 
like Angelkeep’s twin ash. More of 
the Deam and Williamson relation-
ship will be explained at an “Edward 
Bruce Williamson – Bluffton His-
tory” book program at Wells County 
Public Library at 6:30 p.m. January 
16. Please attend to hear more about 
Bluffton’s dynamic duo. Bring your 
own Deam and Williamson stories 
along. News-Banner has that book 
available in the office.

History proved Deam and Wil-
liamson saved a Deam Oak tree. Not 
true with ash.

The end nears for the lonely twin 
ash tree yet standing at Angelkeep. 
Its base rots from the inside. One day 
it will join its twin on a pile forming 
a cord of wood. A cozy hearth fire or 
campfire will ensue.

Ashes to ashes.
Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 

who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

The history of western civilization 
is generally divided into three epochs, 
if memory serves from my junior high 
world history class. This classification 
scheme was retroactively applied by 
historians trying to make sense of why 
things changed so dramatically at cer-
tain points in time.

The first epoch, antiquity, covered 
the thousands of years between the 
first historical record and the “official” 
fall of the western Roman Empire just 
prior to A.D. 500. The current epoch is 
called modernity, beginning with the 
Renaissance and Refor-
mation around 1500 or a 
little earlier. Everything in 
between got the non-orig-
inal name of the Middle 
Ages.

The important thing 
about this taxonomy is not the dating which is hardly as 
precise as we like to think. Rather, it is the fundamental 
changes that occurred to the whole of civilization in the 
west. If one compares lives about 100 years before the 
divide to that of 100 years after, it is clear that something 
big had happened, although probably not noticed by those 
who lived through the transition.

I find the medieval period the most fascinating of the 
three so when the historian Dan Jones came out with a 
survey history of the entire Middle Ages, I had to read 
it. “Powers and Thrones: A New History of the Middle 
Ages” is long; after all, it has a thousand years to cover, 
but it is well written and hard to put down.

Jones’s thesis is that several events or developments 
occurred throughout the Middle Ages to prepare mankind 
for modernity. It is the confluence or accumulation of 
these developments which set a point of no return, a point 
of no going back to the way things were.

Jones ends with a question he deliberately does not 
answer: Are we today living through existential and fun-
damental changes similar to that experienced by our late 
medieval ancestors?

Consider each of Jones’s developments that brought in 
modernity and ushered out medieval life.

First is the invention of the printing press. No one 
would have heard of Martin Luther if it hadn’t been for 
Gutenberg. We live in a communication revolution every 
bit as structural with the internet, email, social media and 
24-hour cable news. Check box 1 with a big X.

Next, the discovery of America reoriented Europe 
away from the East and toward the West. We now live 
in a global community but are looking outward toward 
space travel and other planets. This may be restricted to 
astronauts and billionaire dilettantes right now, but only 
90 men sailed with Columbus. Check box 2 but with a 
lighter X.

Jones’s third development was the fracture of the 
church due to the Reformation and the concomitant 
weakened political power of the papacy. Today that frac-
ture is nearly complete as church attendance in the West 
is at an all-time low. A study of the world’s nations shows 
nine of the bottom ten are in Europe, with only Commu-
nist Cuba breaking into that list. Check box 3.

Fourth, demographic changes across Europe were the 
result of the Black Death and other pandemics. Europe’s 
feudal agricultural economy was shattered with political 
power shifting across class lines. Covid certainly wasn’t 
a medieval style plague but it has contributed to a funda-
mental change in our employment and educational power 
structures. Check box 4 but lightly.

Finally, Jones points to humanism as a new philosoph-
ical standard, upsetting medieval scholasticism and other 
traditional thought systems universally accepted by most 
everyone. Today we have a progressive attack on western 
values with Nietzschean nihilism as the orthodox philoso-
phy. Our emphasis is totally on the individual, not larger 
affinity groups (identity politics as the exception which 
proves the rule.) Check box 5 with an extra-large X.

That is my synthesis of Jones’s thesis. I didn’t need an 
antithesis to move my dialectic to the end point.

Jones, however, adds two more developments to his 
list of 21st century tipping points: mass migrations of 
displaced people and climate change. The so-called bar-
barian invasions of the fifth and sixth centuries get much 
of the blame for that first epochal shift although not such 
much in the second. But it is worth noting that the Little 
Ice Age began in the late Middle Ages, a mutli-century 
change in climate that left recurrent hunger due to colder 
and wetter growing seasons.

So are we living through the end of modernity as a his-
torical epoch? We can’t possibly know that from inside 
history. One hundred years from now our progeny, stand-
ing outside our history, can better answer that question.

The more important question is whether the new epoch 
will be an improvement on the current one. Advances in 
medicine, agricultural production and travel safety can’t 
be gainsaid. The same doesn’t hold for me at least in 
morality, philosophy and theology. Families and commu-
nities were anchored in a feeling of belonging, something 
we have lost . . . or voluntarily surrendered.

Maybe I pushed Jones’s conclusion way beyond where 
he wanted it to go. Even if not, I fervently hope my anal-
ysis is wrong.

Michael Anton, a research fellow at Hillsdale College, 
once wrote these changes that “new gods might do the 
trick but their introduction would seem to require a cata-
clysm.” I regard the woke revolution to be of cataclysmic 
proportions. Its true believers certainly have new gods in 
mind.

I should take some comfort in the assumption that 
those who live during epochal transition don’t notice it. 
The problem is that I more than notice it; I can’t stop see-
ing it everywhere.

Mark Franke, an adjunct scholar of the Indiana Policy 
Review, is formerly an associate vice chancellor at 
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne.

After Modernity, what?

Hoosier
Opinions

Mark
Franke

The AWOL defense secretary
Anyone following how weak and pas-

sive the U.S. has been in the face of provo-
cations from our adversaries in the Middle 
East might conclude that the secretary of 
defense has gone missing.

And, at least for a few days last week, he 
literally was.

In an age when it’s nearly impossible to 
go off the grid, Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
Austin managed it. He failed to notify the 
White House and other key players that he 
was hospitalized in the intensive care unit. 
This, needless to say, is not an incidental 
detail about his life — like, say, that he rou-
tinely does his grocery shopping on Satur-
day afternoons, or is taking the Kansas City Chiefs and 
giving the points this weekend.

If the principal deputy assistant secretary for Fair 
Housing and Equal Opportunity went missing, pre-
sumably only her personal assistant would notice, and 
the country would be better for it.

The secretary of defense, in contrast, is a rather 
consequential position in the U.S. government. He is 
in charge of the largest and most important part of the 
executive branch and second in the chain of command 
only to the president of the United States. He is central 
to any number of scenarios crucial to U.S. national 
security, including the decision to launch a nuclear 
strike.

If a U.S. destroyer gets hit in the Red Sea, you 
don’t want U.S. commanders and high U.S. officials 
wondering where the SecDef is.

Although much remains unanswered, we know that 
Austin had an elective procedure at Walter Reed hospi-
tal on Dec. 22. Back home, he experienced severe pain 
and went back to the hospital on Jan. 1 and was put in 
intensive care.

Somehow even Austin’s deputy secretary, who 
picked up some of his duties, didn’t learn of his where-
abouts until four days after his hospitalization.

Loose lips may sink ships, but spectacularly dys-
functional lack of communication at the top of the U.S. 
government is its own problem.

Just as no Harvard freshman could get away with 
the plagiarism that Claudine Gay engaged in, no Pri-

vate first class could go AWOL and expect to 
remain in the military.

The Pentagon says it couldn’t notify other 
VIPs like, you know, the president of the 
United States, because Austin’s chief of staff 
was also ill. Are we really supposed to believe 
that no one else at the Pentagon has access to 
a phone or email?

We are obviously not living through an era 
of great bipartisanship, so it was notable that 
the Austin absence resulted in a joint state-
ment from the Republican chairman and the 
Democratic ranking member of the House 
Armed Services Committee pointedly asking 

for more information about the days in ques-
tion.

The White House, naturally, immediately made 
clear its “complete trust and confidence in Secretary 
Austin.”

In fairness, once someone has presided over the 
pullout of Afghanistan without getting fired, it’s hard 
to cashier him for anything short of losing some other 
county in humiliating fashion.

This fiasco could simply be Austin’s own unbeliev-
able personal lapse. But it’s hard not to see the con-
troversy in the context of an administration that, when 
it comes to national security, cares as much about 
fashionable ideological fixations — from DEI to the 
climate — than the essentials involved in maintaining 
a highly capable war-fighting machine.

And the most important lack of transparency 
about health is happening before our eyes. It doesn’t 
involve any cabinet official, but the commander-in-
chief himself. We are told that Joe Biden is robust 
and energetic, when he is increasingly rickety and, 
seemingly, easily confused. We can be sure if the 
president gets worse, the White House — adopting 
the Austin policy — will do everything in its power 
to hide the ball.

Meanwhile, we’ve conducted a real-time experi-
ment regarding Biden foreign policy. With a war on 
in Gaza and Iranian proxies attacking U.S. interests 
throughout the Middle East, the secretary of defense 
disappeared, and it didn’t matter.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry
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A Talk with Tego

Tego’s Tips: Mouse or rat bait, antifreeze, ice-melting 
products and liquid potpourri can be deadly to pets.

Tego

Waylon is an is a 11-week-
old, black, domestic medi-
um hair, mitten pawed 
male.

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells 
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For more 
information call 824-6063.

Willie is an 11-week-old, 
black, domestic medium 
hair male.

Hank is an 11-week-old, 
tiger striped, domestic 
short hair male.

Gloria reflects on the boys’ first day of Kindergarten
We are home from church. The 

three oldest boys are playing vol-
leyball in the kitchen (with a soft 
ball) and Julia, the bookworm, 
is reading. Hosanna and Joshua 
are playing with dolls in the liv-
ing room and are singing German 
songs.

Today, we had church services 
at the Lehman residence. Barbara 
does all she can to make everyone 
who enters her home comfortable 
and supplied. I enjoy the wide 
range of attractive serving dishes 
she serves her food in. They set up 
long tables for us to be seated for 
the noon meal.

After lunch, a group of ladies 
chatted about the upcoming kin-
dergarten classes. Five children 
in our church, including our ‘little 
boys’, start day one of kindergar-
ten on Monday. (At five years old, 
they have a series of school work 
at school, and the rest of prep for 
first grade is done at home with 
mom.) When a friend asked what 
it was like for me to see Jesse and 
Elijah go to kindergarten for the 
first time, it touched a deep spot. 
I was so eager to have more time 
to invest in three-year-old Joshua 
and more time with God; at the 
same time, I also missed Daniel in 
this milestone.   I knew how these 

two little boys would be pleased to 
see their Daddy come to school for 
morning devotions like other chil-
dren’s dads do.

It’s now Monday evening, and 
the first day of school is over. 
Have you ever sent a young child 
to school for the first time? You’d 
think that after having a couple of 
children in school, you would get 
used to it, but then each child has 
their own story, personality, and 
place to fill in the family. As my 
two little boys dressed to go to 
school for the first time, I stood in 
awe. Babies grow up!

When Jesse came to tell me bye, 
memories of past years of adop-
tion, bonding, and countless bat-
tles we conquered together passed 
before me. Could this be happen-
ing today? And yes- he’s excited 
and ready to go!

Elijah came next for his good-
bye. He was born when Jesse was 
four months old; now the two boys 
have grown up together. Elijah is 
like a little image of Daniel as he 
comes and gives me flowers and 
doesn’t hesitate to show affection.

Julia is in sixth grade, Austin 
in third, and Hosanna in second 
grade. Each grabbed their dinner 
buckets and report cards. All five 
were ready to go. Smiles could 
both be seen and felt.

I stepped back into my emp-
tied kitchen and shut the door. I 
blinked. Somehow, my tears felt 
like they were wiped away even 
before they came. I knew it would 
be okay. I sat down with Joshua 
and told him we will have lots of 
time together on days the boys are 
in kindergarten. He was impressed 
with the idea.

I grabbed the broom, and as I 
swept, I wondered what the next 
school year would be like when 
five of our children go to school 
five days a week.

Daniels’ dad stopped in on his 
way home from having devotions 
at school. How amazing- yes, his 
name had been on the chart for 
devotions this morning, which hap-
pened to be the morning the boys 
went to school for the first time, 

and Daddy wasn’t here!
The day progressed smoothly 

at home. By 3:00, the beaming 
boys opened the back door from 
their short walk home from school. 
They had glowing school reports 
and wondered when they could go 
again. We had a special snack to 
celebrate the occasion.

That night, Mr. and Mrs. Lehm-
an stopped by to help on a project 
(which I will tell you about another 
day). Looking into my eyes, Barba-
ra asked, “Gloria, tell me how your 
day was with the boys at school.”

I expressed how I had a very 
relaxing day, and yes, I could enjoy 
it.

Her face was radiant as she said, 
“I prayed that the good would out-
weigh the bad (sadness of missing 
Daniel), and that God would just 
take your tears away so you can’t 
cry!”

In awe, I told her that that very 
thing happened in a way I had 
never had it happen before. Togeth-
er, we marveled. Does God hear? 
Does he answer?

Barbara brought pizza, and my 
mom, also here, brought a pot of 
stew. I set fruit slush on the table 
for dessert. Oh yes, little Joshua 
would inform you that we also had 
applesauce- his necessary staple.

Here you go with a taco pizza 
recipe. If you want a pizza, but 
need a simple version, this’ll help 
you out. I made it for Daniel many 
times over, he never got tired of it.

TACO PIZZA
DOUGH
2 cups flour
1 tablespoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
½ cup milk
½ cup vegetable oil
MEAT MIXTURE
1½ pounds hamburger, fried 

with onions
1 package taco seasoning
1 pint pizza sauce
DRESSING MIXTURE
1½ cups sour cream or 1 cup 

milk, scant
1 tablespoon sour cream and 

onion powder
2 /3 cup salad dressing
Put dough into 9 X 13 inch pan.
Spoon meat mixture onto 

dough, next put on dressing mix-
ture.

If desired, sprinkle with pep-
pers, onions, tomatoes or whatever 
you prefer.

Bake at 350 for 30 minutes

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

Community Harvest Farm Wagon every Tuesday

A variety of activities 
are planned at river side 
areas in downtown Fort 
Wayne.

The Winter Cozy 80s 
Apres Ski Party will be 
held at the Promenade 
Park Pavilion on Saturday, 
Jan. 27, from 6 to 10 p.m. 
Those attending must be 
21 or older and admission 
is $10 with online credit 
card only at the door.

On Friday, Jan. 12, 7 to 
9 p.m. a Skate Off will be 

held at the Headwaters Ice 
Rink.

The January Sunday 
Heritage Concert will be 
held on Jan. 14, from 2 to 
3 p.m. at the Promenade 
Park Pavilion featuring 
acoustic guitar and vocals 
by Topher Beyer. On Feb. 
11 the entertainment will 
be an Open Jam Session 
with folks bringing their 
own instruments.

“A Night at the Ball-
room” will be featured 

on Jan. 18, from 7 to 9:30 
p.m. at the Promenade 
Park Pavilion.

A free “Sunday Sweat 
on the Riverfront” will 
take place the 2nd Sun-
days of the month (Jan. 13 
and Feb. 11) with Kick-
boxing with 9Round from 
9 to 10 a.m. and Yoga 
on the Riverfronts from 
10:30 to 11 : 30 a.m. 

More info about the 
events at fortwayneparks.
org.

Activities at Fort Wayne’s riverfront areas

By LIZ WESTON
of NerdWallet

Making decisions when 
you’re grieving isn’t ideal, 
but some money tasks are 
time-sensitive. Your income 

a n d 
expens-
e s  a r e 
likely to 
change, 
so draw-
ing up a 
b u d g e t 
will be 
helpful. 
C o n -

sider talk-
ing to a tax professional 
since your filing status 
may change. Deal with the 
credit cards issued in your 
spouse’s name since those 
could get closed. You have 
a little more time to decide 
what to do with the house: 
A survivor has two years to 
sell their home and still get 
the $500,000 home sales tax 
exemption.

Widows and widowers 
are often told not to make 
any major decisions for a 
year or more after a spouse’s 
death. Grief can cause you 
to make choices you later 
regret.

Some financial tasks, 
though, shouldn’t be post-
poned. Revising your bud-
get, meeting with a tax pro 
and securing access to credit 
can help protect you from 
unpleasant surprises later.
REVISE YOUR BUDGET

Your income and expens-
es are both likely to change 
after a spouse’s death, which 
means it’s time to draw up a 
new budget.

A 2020 study for the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of Chica-
go found income for survi-
vors dropped an average of 
37% in the three years after 
a spouse’s death compared 
with the three years prior. 
You may have to figure out 
how to get by without your 
spouse’s paycheck or, if you 
were both receiving Social 
Security, how to live on a 
smaller benefit. (When a 
spouse dies, the survivor 
typically gets only the larg-
er of a couple’s two Social 
Security checks.)

Of course, you may have 
other resources. If you have 
minor children, you may 
qualify for additional Social 
Security benefits. You also 
may have life insurance pro-
ceeds, investment accounts 
or retirement funds you 
could use for living expens-
es. Figuring out how to cre-
ate a sustainable income 

stream from these resources 
can be complex, so consider 
getting help from a fiduciary 
financial advisor. If money 
is tight, look for resources 
that provide free or inex-
pensive advice, including 
the Foundation for Financial 
Planning’s pro bono finan-
cial services and Advisers 
Give Back, a nonprofit that 
links people who need finan-
cial coaching 
with certi-
fied financial 
planners.

W h i l e 
some expens-
e s  m a y 
diminish or 
g o  a w a y, 
others may 
increase, says 
Jennifer Mur-
ray, a certi-
fied financial 
planner in New Providence, 
New Jersey, who was wid-
owed at 43. You may pay 
less for health insurance 
and groceries, for example, 
but your tax rates may go 
up, even if you have less 
income. This so-called “wid-
ow’s penalty” is the result 
of shifting from a favorable 
married-filing-jointly status 
to a less favorable single sta-
tus.

CONSULT A TAX PRO
A tax pro can help you 

estimate how your tax bills 
might change, advise you 
on how to handle inherited 
retirement accounts and sug-
gest possible tax savings in 
the year your spouse dies, 
says CFP Marianela Collado 
in Plantation, Florida.

Before the year ends, for 
example, you could take 
advantage of joint filing 
rates to make Roth conver-
sions or taxable withdrawals 
from retirement funds. Also, 
the ability to “carry over” 
investment losses ends when 
the person who incurred 
the loss dies, Collado says. 
If your spouse was using a 
large loss to offset invest-
ment gains or income in sub-
sequent years, a tax pro can 
advise you whether to sell 
some winning investments 
to use up that carryover.

You have a little more 
time to decide what to do 
with a house you owned 
with a spouse. Normally, a 
single person can exclude 
a maximum of $250,000 in 
home sales profits from their 
income. But a survivor has 
two years from the date of 
their spouse’s death to sell 
a jointly owned home and 
claim a $500,000 exclusion.

Just don’t assume that 
selling is the right choice, 
even if reducing taxes on 
home sale profits is your 
main concern, Murray says. 
At least half of a jointly 
owned home will get a 
favorable “step up” in tax 
basis at a spouse’s death. 
This reduces how much 
of the home sale is con-
sidered profit and, in turn, 

how much 
capital gains 
taxes might 
be  owed . 
In commu-
nity property 
states, both 
halves of the 
home ge t 
this step up.

MAKE 
SURE YOU 

HAVE 
ACCESS TO CREDIT
You typically can change 

the name on jointly held 
accounts to your own by 
notifying the institutions of 
your spouse’s death and sub-
mitting the death certificate. 
Credit cards, though, are 
usually a different matter.

Few credit cards are joint 
these days. If you have a 
card with your spouse, typi-
cally one of you is the pri-
mary account holder and the 
other is an authorized user. If 
you’re the authorized user, 
you’re technically not sup-
posed to use the card after 
the primary account holder 
dies. When the issuer learns 
of the death, either from the 
person settling the estate or 
from Social Security, the 
account is usually closed.

CFP Patti Black of Bir-
mingham, Alabama, says her 
family discovered this the 
hard way. After her mother 
died, her parents’ only credit 
card was closed by the issu-
er. Black scrambled to help 
her 86-year-old father open a 
new card and transfer all the 
automatic bill payments that 
had been charged to the old 
card.

“My mom was a stay-at-
home mom, so it was never 
on anybody’s radar that she 
would have been the prima-
ry,” Black says.

Black says had she 
known the account would 
be closed, she would have 
encouraged her father to 
get his own card before her 
mother died.

“It was an unnecessary 
hassle in a time when there 
were so many other things 
that needed to be done, 
and my dad was grieving,” 
Black says.

Liz Weston

3 time-sensitive money tasks 
for new widows and widowers

The Community Harvest Farm Wagon 
visits Life Community Church every 
Tuesday at 9 a.m. to give FREE fresh 
food to needy families. The church 

address is 428 S. Oak St. in Bluff-
ton. Enter the parking lot at the south 
entrance off of Oak Street and park fac-
ing North.

Wells County’s Master Gardeners will 
welcome Ouabache State Park’s Property 
Manager Jon Winne as their speaker at their 
Thursday, Jan. 18, 7 p.m. meeting at the 4-H 
Community Center. 

“Native Plants and Pollinators” will be 
the subject for Winne’s talk as he tells of 

the “native plants’ initiative at Ouabache 
where native plants are being planted to 
replace invasive ones in areas of the park. 
The Friends of Ouabache State Park have 
obtained grants to fund the projects. 

Anyone interested in the topic is invited 
to attend.

Jon Winne to be Master Gardener speaker Jan. 18
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THURSDAY, JAN 11
SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Bluffton at 

Manchester, 5:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, JAN 12
BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Bellmont, 

7:30 p.m.; Bluffton at Heritage, 7:30 p.m. 
(approx.)

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton vs. Wood-
lan (at Heritage), 6 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN 13
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bellmont at Norwell, 

7:45 p.m.
SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): NE8 Meet 

at Norwell, 10 a.m.
WRESTLING: Norwell, Southern Wells at 

Garrett Invitational, 9 a.m.
MONDAY, JAN 15
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, JAN 16
BOYS BASKETBALL: Southern Wells at 

Adams Central, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Hunting-

ton North at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, JAN 17
WRESTLING: Norwell at South Adams, 

6:30 p.m.

High School Calendar

By RYAN WALKER
For at least a half, Norwell got itself a 

good test to cap off the non-conference reg-
ular season in a 71-33 victory over Dwenger 
at the Castle Wednesday night.

The Saints outplayed their 8-11 record 
and hung around with the No. 14 team in the 
state, regardless of class, until toward the 
end of the first half.

Vanessa Rosswurm and Kennedy Fuel-
ling helped spark an 8-0 run that stretched a 
three-point lead to 11 by the break. The two 
combined for 19 points in the first two peri-
ods and splashed four triples in the process. 
Makenzie Fuess also nailed a pair of them in 
the first quarter.

The trio’s efforts were enough to keep 
away Izzie and Giselle, the two Eke’s. Both 
dropped 13 of the 15 first-quarter points for 
Dwenger and kept the Knights within reach 
at 18-15.

For teams with a losing record, that defi-
cit was far better than some have faired.

“I thought Dwenger’s start was excel-
lent,” Norwell head coach Eric Thornton 
said after the game. “I was very impressed 
with their execution and their ball move-
ment and they made shots in that first quar-
ter.”

Giselle is heading to St. Francis in Penn-
sylvania after her senior campaign. She tal-
lied all five of her points in that first quarter 
and grabbed nine rebounds to lead her team. 
But Izzie Eke as a freshman is perhaps with 
the highest ceiling.

“You look at (Izzie Eke), and she is 
really going to be special,” Thornton said. 
“Her ability to make shots and to drive 
and pass, it’s just very difficult to play 
against with that length. It makes you 
really step it up defensively. Those two 
kids were definitely a load in that first 
quarter.”

If Thornton’s senior-heavy squad has 
learned anything in their tenure as a Knight, 
it’s making defensive adjustments.

The halftime score was 32-21, but the 
Saints mustered just 12 points for the 
remainder of the contest.

Thornton said he asked his team to apply 
more pressure at the top of Dwenger’s 
offense. Norwell, to say the least, did just 
that and caused 35 turnovers in the game, 
seven of them forced by point guard Anna-
belle Johnson.

“Our defensive effort the last three quar-
ters was really, really good. We really had to 
work against them, and I thought our kids 
did that,” Thornton said.

As the Knights halted the Eke’s scoring 
attack, the scoreboard lit up on the home 
side.

The third quarter brought 26 points for 
Norwell, who launched itself in front 46-23 
during a 14-2 run. Rosswurm, Fuelling and 
Fuess hit five from long range in the period 
and two more before all sitting the bench in 
the fourth quarter.

Fuelling led the team with 25 points and 
is now 112 points away from tying Jes-
sica Rupright’s school record of 1,591. She 
would need to average 28 points per game 
over the next four guaranteed games of the 
season, but could get some wiggle room the 
further the team goes in the sectional tourna-
ment.

Vanessa Rosswurm added a double-dou-
ble with 19 points and 10 rebounds, while 
Makenzie Fuess scored 15.

Thornton’s mission for his team to find 
a way to be tougher and find a way to win 

games has been evident this season. The 
timing was perfect with Dwenger’s 3-2 zone 
defense. Bellmont, the final realistic shot at 
beating Norwell, will travel to The Castle 
Saturday night and run a similar style of 
defense.

Last year, the Knights won on the road 
by three and avoided the Braves in the sec-
tional last season. 

Bellmont is currently 12-5 and 3-1 in 
the Northeast 8 Conference. A Norwell loss 
would mean tiebreaker scenarios for the 
NE8 title. A win for Norwell, though, con-
tinues the Knights quest in controling their 
own destiny. East Noble (10-6, 2-2 NE8) 
and DeKalb (12-6, 1-3 NE8) would be the 
only ones left on the schedule.

Norwell will have its hands full, but will 
seek its first NE8 trophy since the 2021-22 
campaign.

“(Bellmont’s) very good at what they 
do; it’s going to be a battle,” Thornton said. 
“It’s a rivalry, and we’ve got two more con-
ference games after that, but this is the one 
we want to get. We have to come out and 
go take it.”

That game will be at 7:30 p.m.
Norwell won the junior varsity game 

57-16. Jada Dale finished with 15 points,  
Macie Saalfrank 12 and Ashley Waldman 
11.

sports@news-banner.com

NORWELL 71, BISHOP DWENGER 33
At Norwell

DWENGER (8-11): Izzie Eke 5-12 0-0 13, Josie Wharton 
3-4 0-0 8, Giselle Eke 2-6 0-0 5, Mary O’Brien 1-2 2-2 4, Gillian 
Reidy 1-3 0-0 2, Anna Ponder 0-3 1-2 1, Kassidy Court 0-0 0-0 
0, Grace Barfield 0-0 0-0 0, Taylor Aselage 0-0 0-0 0, Maggie 
Pieper 0-2 0-0 0, Kaylee Birely 0-3 0-0 0, Lydia Garrett 0-2 0-0 
0, Lily Stineburg 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 12-37 3-4 33.

NORWELL (15-4): Kennedy Fuelling 8-18 2-2 25, 
Vanessa Rosswurm 8-18 2-4 19, Makenzie Fuess 6-17 
0-1 15, Ryland Graft 1-2 2-2 4, Dekota Hubble 1-5 0-0 2, 
Alivia Green 1-4 0-1 2, Addie Norris 0-4 2-2 2, Ammabelle 
Johnson 0-1 1-2 1, Lilly Norris 0-2 1-2 1, Ali Riley 0-0 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 25-71 10-16 71.

Dwenger    15     6    11    1   –– 33
Norwell       18   14   26   13  ––  71
Three-point FG: Dwenger: 6-10 (I. Eke 3-5, Wharton 2-3, G. 

Eke 1-1, Garrett 0-1), Norwell: 11-30 (Fuelling 7-14, Fuess 3-9, 
Rosswurm 1-6, A. Norris 0-1). Rebounds: Dwenger: 35 (G. 
Eke 9, O’Brien 5. Reidy 2, Garrett, Stineburg 1, Court 1, Pon-
der 1, Pieper), Norwell: 30 (Rosswurm 10, Hubble 5, Johnson 
3, Fuelling 3, L. Norris 2, A. Norris 2, Fuess 1, Graft 1, Green 
1). Turnovers: Dwenger: 35, Norwell: 9. Fouls: Dwenger: 13, 
Norwell: 7. Fouled Out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: 57-16 Norwell.

The Bluffton wrestling team made its 
mark at Manchester, winning 59-15 on 
the road Wednesday night.

Individual results:
• Rex Moore (M) won by forfeit at 

106.
• Will Frettinger (B) won by forfeit at 

113.
• Levi Johns (B) won over Jordan 

Owens by technical fall 24-7 at 120.
• Jed Logan (B) won by forfeit at 126.
• Parker Nash (B) won by forfeit at 

132.
• Ivan Amantecatl (B) won by forfeit at 

138.
• Tallon Selleck (M) won over Kaden 

Simoson by decision 6-3 at 144.

• Brody Lewis (B) won over Jose Cor-
tes by fall at 150.

• Pierceton Morgan (B) won over Isa-
iah Burlingame by fall at 157.

• Chris Kramer (B) won over Bryan 
Fields by devision 4-1 at 165.

• Christian Castanada (B) won over 
Peyton Neal by decision 6-1 at 175.

• Taven Frees (B) won over Jeffery 
Ruckman by fall at 190.

• Preston Duffy (M) won over Lukas 
Gehrett by fall at 215.

• Johnny Cruz (B) won by forfeit at 
285.

Bluffton will have a quick turnaround 
at West Noble at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 
11.

Tigers crush Squires in wrestling

Fuelling’s 25, Rosswurm’s 19 lead Knights over Saints

Norwell’s pesky defense of Lilly Norris (left) and Makenzie Fuess (right) tag-team to pounce on 
Dwenger’s Gillian Reidy Wednesday night at The Castle. The Knights went on to win 71-33 and 
forced a whopping 35 turnovers against the Saints. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Knights’ freshman Alivia Green hits a close 
shot to give the Knights a bucket late in the 
first quarter against the Saints. Green played 
over six minutes helping replace Haley Green, 
who has been out with a lower body-injury.

By JOHN ZENOR 
AP Sports Writer

Nick Saban’s coaching reign 
has come to an end. His domi-
nance over college football, how-
ever, will forever linger in lore.

Saban, who won seven nation-
al championships — more than 
any major college football coach 
— and turned Alabama back into 
a national powerhouse that shat-
tered an Associated Press poll 
record for most consecutive sea-
sons at No. 1, announced his retire-
ment Wednesday.

“The University of Alabama has been a 
very special place to Terry and me,” Saban 
said in a statement. “It is not just about how 
many games we won and lost, but it’s about 
the legacy and how we went about it. We 
always tried to do it the right way.”

Saban, 72, restored a Crimson Tide pro-
gram once ruled by Paul “Bear” Bryant to 
the top of college football after taking over 
in 2007. As he stacked his wins, Saban’s 
celebrity status reached royalty levels in the 
state of Alabama.

For a time, he was the sport’s overlord 
and there was little that could be done to 
stop him.

Saban won six of his titles during his 17 
seasons at Alabama. He won his first with 
LSU in 2003. His Tide teams were ranked 
No. 1 in the AP poll in a remarkable 15 

straight seasons, breaking the old 
record of seven held by Miami.

Saban’s wife, Terry, posted 
about their “incredible run” at 
Alabama on the Facebook page 
for Nick’s Kids Foundation.

“We hope that the Saban leg-
acy will be about helping others 
and making a positive difference 
in people’s lives as well as the 
winning tradition on the field,” 
Terry Saban wrote.

Saban’s tutelage helped launch 
the head coaching careers of Geor-

gia’s Kirby Smart, Texas’ Steve Sarkisian 
and Mississippi’s Lane Kiffin, among oth-
ers.

He finished just shy of the top in his final 
season, leading the Tide from a shaky start 
to a Southeastern Conference championship 
and back into the College Football Playoff 
before falling in overtime to Michigan in a 
semifinal game at the Rose Bowl.

Alabama athletic director Greg Byrne 
called him “one of the greatest coaches of 
all time, in any sport.”

Saban led the Tide to nine SEC cham-
pionships and won his first national title at 
Alabama with a 14-0 season in 2009. Titles 
came again in 2011, 2012, 2015, 2017 and 
2020. He also won the SEC with LSU in 
2001 and 2003.

After a 7-6 debut in 2007, Saban won at 

By JAY COHEN 
AP Baseball Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — Shōta Imanaga’s 
$53 million, four-year contract with the Chi-
cago Cubs includes a club option that could 
extend the deal to $80 million over five sea-
sons.

A person familiar with the agreement 
confirmed the terms to the AP on Wednes-
day night on condition of anonymity 
because it was pending a physical for the 
Japanese left-hander.

Under the deal, the Cubs can exercise a 
2028 option after 2025 or ‘26. If the team 
declines the option in either instance, Iman-
aga would have the right to opt out of the 
remainder of the contract to become a free 
agent.

The 30-year-old Imanaga, who got the 
win for Japan in last year’s World Baseball 
Classic final against the United States, has 
until 5 p.m. EST on Thursday for a finalized 
agreement to be submitted to Major League 
Baseball.

The addition of Imanaga is the first big 
player move for Chicago since it hired 
Craig Counsell as manager in November, 
replacing David Ross in a surprise move. 
The Cubs were in position for an NL wild 
card last year before stumbling in Sep-
tember, fading to an 83-79 record after 
finishing under .500 in the previous two 
seasons.

Imanaga gives Chicago a replacement for 

Marcus Stroman, who became a free agent 
after opting out of his contract. The Cubs 
also have lefty Justin Steele and right-hand-
ers Kyle Hendricks and Jameson Taillon 
penciled into their rotation.

Cody Bellinger is a free agent after 
a resurgent season in Chicago, and the 
Cubs are hoping to re-sign the slugger. 
They also could add a corner infielder 
or two before spring training begins next 
month.

Imanaga was 7-4 with a 2.80 ERA in 22 
starts this year for the Yokohama BayStars 
of Japan’s Central League. He struck out 
174 and walked 24 in 148 innings.

Imanaga, recognizable for throwback-
style high socks, was 64-50 with a 3.18 
ERA in eight seasons with Yokohama, strik-
ing out 1,021 and walking 280 in 1,002 2/3 
innings.

His fastball averaged 93.5 mph in the 
WBC final, when he allowed one run and 
four hits in two innings, giving up a home 
run to Trea Turner.

Under the MLB-NPB agreement, the 
posting fee will be 20 percent of the first 
$25 million of a major league contract, 
including earned bonuses and options. The 
percentage drops to 17.5 percent of the next 
$25 million and 15 percent of any amount 
over $50 million. There would be a sup-
plemental fee of 15 percent of any earned 
bonuses, salary escalators and exercised 
options.

CHICAGO (AP) — Blackhawks center 
Connor Bedard is expected to miss six to 
eight weeks after he had surgery to repair 
his fractured jaw.

The team announced the operation and 
timeline for the 18-year-old rookie on 
Wednesday. It means he will miss the Feb. 3 
NHL All-Star Game in Toronto — dealing a 
blow to the league.

“I think they just are precautionary on a 
young guy having a trauma injury like that,” 
coach Luke Richardson said. “I mean if it’s 
earlier, great, but I think that’s probably a 
normal timeline for what they were thinking 
of what the procedure they did.”

Bedard got hurt when he was leveled 
by New Jersey defenseman Brendan Smith 
midway through the first period of Friday 
night’s 4-2 loss to the Devils. The No. 1 
overall pick in last year’s draft was hit after 
he carried the puck into the Blackhawks’ 
offensive zone.

While Chicago has struggled this season, 
falling into last place in the Central Divi-
sion, Bedard has been impressive. He has 
a team-high 15 goals and 18 assists in 39 
games.

“I think he’ll graduate to the bike in the 
gym after a surgery, and then get to the 
(ice),” Richardson said. “But he’ll be prob-
ably trying to negotiate to get on earlier, I’m 
sure, but we’ll just try and manage that as 
best as possible.”

The Blackhawks’ long list of injured for-
wards also includes Nick Foligno (fractured 
left finger), Anthony Beauvillier (left wrist), 
Tyler Johnson (right foot) and Andreas 
Athanasiou (groin). But Joey Anderson and 
Taylor Raddysh returned to the lineup for 
Tuesday night’s 2-1 loss to Edmonton.

Seth Jones, the team’s top defenseman, 
also is on IR with a shoulder injury. He 
hasn’t played since Dec. 10.

The 29-year-old Jones wasn’t ready to 
travel with the team for Thursday night’s 
game at Winnipeg, but he is skating again 
and nearing a return.

“Today was his first day with a practice 
other than a morning skate,” Richardson said. 
“He did a little bit of bumping today, but we 
didn’t have much bumping in practice so he’s 
going to stay back and do some more tomor-
row, and then hopefully join us for a full prac-
tice on Friday and go from there.”

Alabama’s Nick Saban retires 
after 7 national titles, most in 
major college football history

Nick Saban

Blackhawks’ Connor Bedard 
will be out for at least 6 weeks

Shota Imanaga’s contract with 
Cubs is a $53 million, 4-year deal(Continued on Page 7)



BASKETBALL
High School

Wednesday Boys’ Scores
Boone Grove 55, S. Central (Union 

Mills) 32
Centerville 50, Connersville 43
Covenant Christian 54, Columbus 

North 41
East Chicago Central 79, Hammond 

Morton 74
Indpls International 71, Indpls Short-

ridge 68
Indpls Tindley 58, Indpls Riverside 50
Delaware County Tournament
First Round
Delta 68, Daleville 47
Wapahani 73, Cowan 51
Marion County Tournament
Quarterfinal
Franklin Central 52, Mt. Vernon (Posey) 

49
Indpls N. Central 61, Indpls Park Tudor 

58
Lawrence North 68, Indpls Pike 56
Warren Central 61, Indpls Roncalli 35
Northeast Corner Conference Tourna-

ment
Quarterfinal
Angola 55, Garrett 32
Westview 74, Lakeland 61, OT

Wednesday Girls’ Scores
Avon 65, Indpls Ben Davis 47
Cass 46, N. Miami 31
Eastbrook 83, Wabash 36
Edgewood 61, Monrovia 47
Evansville Central 51, Vincennes 40
Franklin 61, Plainfield 39
Greencastle 51, Union (Dugger) 11
Huntington North 53, Ft. Wayne 

Wayne 39
Jac-Cen-Del 71, Lawrenceburg 48
Michigan City 75, River Forest 28
Monroe Central 42, Union (Modoc) 

32
Norwell 71, Ft. Wayne Dwenger 33
Oak Hill 35, Northwestern 15
Randolph Southern 45, Union Co. 

33
Rochester 52, Logansport 24
S. Central (Union Mills) 42, Lake 

Station 41
Warsaw 79, Mishawaka 36
Northeast Corner Conference Tour-

nament
Quarterfinal
Angola 42, Garrett 22
Eastside 50, Central Noble 48
Fairfield 38, Fremont 28
Lakeland 37, Westview 34

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Wednesday, Jan. 10
EAST

Boston U. 72, American 68
Bucknell 86, Lehigh 80
Chicago St. 75, Fairleigh Dickinson 

74
East Carolina 73, Temple 62
Lafayette 69, Colgate 64
Loyola (Md.) 71, Army 65
Marshall 79, Georgia Southern 74
Navy 80, Holy Cross 70
Northwestern 76, Penn St. 72
St. John’s 75, Providence 73
Syracuse 69, Boston College 59
UMass 81, La Salle 65
Wright St. 101, Robert Morris 76

SOUTH
Belmont 67, Illinois St. 60
Charlotte 84, Tulsa 76
Georgia 76, Arkansas 66
Jacksonville St. 61, Liberty 51
Louisville 80, Miami 71
Memphis 107, UTSA 101, OT
Mississippi 103, Florida 85
Mississippi St. 77, Tennessee 72
North Carolina 67, NC State 54
Queens (NC) 78, Florida Gulf Coast 

75
UCF 65, Kansas 60
Virginia Tech 87, Clemson 72
W. Carolina 80, ETSU 66
Winthrop 81, Presbyterian 71
Wofford 74, Mercer 73

MIDWEST
Bradley 86, Evansville 50
Butler 69, Marquette 62
Drake 89, Indiana St. 78
Green Bay 68, IUPUI 58
Murray St. 77, Missouri St. 53
N. Iowa 67, Ill.-Chicago 59
Oakland 70, N. Kentucky 65, OT
S. Illinois 77, Valparaiso 68
Saint Louis 88, Saint Joseph’s 85
UConn 80, Xavier 75
Wisconsin 71, Ohio St. 60
Youngstown St. 93, Fort Wayne 85

SOUTHWEST
Sam Houston St. 78, W. Kentucky 

74
TCU 80, Oklahoma 71

Women’s Basketball Scores
Wednesday, Jan. 10

EAST
Army 55, Loyola (Md.) 45
Colgate 58, Lafayette 46
Holy Cross 69, Navy 54
Lehigh 69, Bucknell 63
UConn 85, Providence 41
Villanova 53, Georgetown 51, OT

SOUTH
Charleston Southern 83, Gardner-

Webb 61
Chattanooga 66, Mercer 57

George Mason 79, Davidson 41
High Point 64, UNC-Asheville 50
Jacksonville St. 78, Liberty 63
Middle Tennessee 64, Louisiana 

Tech 61, OT
Old Dominion 71, Coastal Carolina 

57
Radford 64, Longwood 59
Richmond 79, UMass 65
South Florida 68, Tulsa 52
Troy 90, Louisiana-Lafayette 44
UAB 73, East Carolina 64
UTSA 73, FAU 60
VCU 57, Fordham 54
W. Kentucky 76, Sam Houston 

St. 60
MIDWEST

Akron 70, Cent. Michigan 62
Ball St. 67, Buffalo 62
Bowling Green 69, E. Michigan 57
Chicago St. 105, Cougars 37
Cincinnati 64, UCF 63
Cleveland St. 74, Detroit 53
Creighton 89, Butler 53
Fort Wayne 79, Oakland 59
Illinois St. 76, S. Illinois 43
Indiana 75, Penn St. 67
Iowa 96, Purdue 71
Iowa St. 74, West Virginia 64
Kansas 87, Baylor 66
Kansas St. 74, Oklahoma 57
Kent St. 69, Miami (Ohio) 38
Loyola Chicago 61, Rhode Island 56
N. Illinois 67, Ohio 62
Northwestern 74, Wisconsin 69
Toledo 82, W. Michigan 55

SOUTHWEST
Houston 79, BYU 69
Oklahoma St. 71, Texas Tech 58
Texas 72, TCU 60

FAR WEST
Colorado St. 61, Fresno St. 55
New Mexico 71, Utah St. 67
UNLV 91, San Jose St. 55
Wyoming 72, San Diego St. 55

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB

Boston 29 8 .784 —
Philadelphia 23 13 .639 5½
New York 22 15 .595 7
Brooklyn 16 21 .432 13
Toronto 15 22 .405 14

Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB

Miami 21 16 .568 —
Orlando 21 16 .568 —
Atlanta 15 21 .417 5½
Charlotte 8 27 .229 12
Washington 6 31 .162 15

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 25 12 .676 —
Indiana 22 15 .595 3
Cleveland 21 15 .583 3½
Chicago 18 21 .462 8
Detroit 3 35 .079 22½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
New Orleans 23 15 .605 —
Dallas 22 16 .579 1
Houston 18 18 .500 4
Memphis 14 23 .378 8½
San Antonio 6 30 .167 16

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 26 11 .703 —
Oklahoma City 25 11 .694 ½
Denver 26 12 .684 ½
Utah 18 20 .474 8½
Portland 10 26 .278 15½
Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB
L.A. Clippers 23 13 .639 —
Sacramento 23 14 .622 ½
Phoenix 19 18 .514 4½
L.A. Lakers 19 19 .500 5
Golden State 17 20 .459 6½

Tuesday’s Games
Minnesota 113, Orlando 92
Sacramento 131, Detroit 110
New York 112, Portland 84
Memphis 120, Dallas 103
L.A. Lakers 132, Toronto 131

Wednesday’s Games
Sacramento 123, Charlotte 98
San Antonio 130, Detroit 108
Indiana 112, Washington 104
Oklahoma City 128, Miami 120
Atlanta 139, Philadelphia 132, OT
Chicago 124, Houston 119, OT
Boston 127, Minnesota 120, OT
New Orleans 141, Golden State 105
Denver at Utah, late
Toronto at L.A. Clippers, late

Thursday’s Games
Brooklyn at Cleveland, 2 p.m.
Boston at Milwaukee, 7:30 p.m.
Portland at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
New York at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Houston at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
Indiana at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Sacramento at Philadelphia, 7:30 

p.m.
Charlotte at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Golden State at Chicago, 8 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Orlando at Miami, 8 p.m.
Portland at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Toronto at Utah, 9:30 p.m.
New Orleans at Denver, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Houston at Boston, 7 p.m.
Washington at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.

Golden State at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
New York at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Orlando at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Chicago at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
New Orleans at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Utah, 9:30 p.m.

FOOTBALL
NFL

NFL Playoff Glance
Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 13

Cleveland at Houston, 4:30 p.m. 
(NBC/Peacock)

Miami at Kansas City, 8 p.m. 
(Peacock)

Sunday, Jan. 14
Pittsburgh at Buffalo, 1 p.m. 

(CBS)
Green Bay at Dallas, 4:30 p.m. 

(FOX)
L.A. Rams at Detroit, 8 p.m. 

(NBC/Peacock)
Monday, Jan. 15

Philadelphia at Tampa Bay, 8:15 
p.m. (ESPN/ABC)

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 40 24 8 8 56 136 109
Florida 40 26 12 2 54 128 100
Toronto 38 21 10 7 49 140 121
Tampa Bay 42 20 17 5 45 137 145
Detroit 40 20 16 4 44 144 136
Montreal 40 17 17 6 40 113 140
Buffalo 41 17 20 4 38 122 139
Ottawa 36 14 22 0 28 119 131

Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

N.Y. Rangers 39 26 11 2 54 132 112
Carolina 40 22 13 5 49 137 122
Philadelphia 41 21 14 6 48 120 115
N.Y. Islanders 40 18 12 10 46 123 135
New Jersey 38 21 15 2 44 135 136
Washington 38 19 13 6 44 94 117
Pittsburgh 39 20 15 4 44 121 106
Columbus 42 13 20 9 35 126 155

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Winnipeg 40 27 9 4 58 137 94
Colorado 41 26 12 3 55 152 130
Dallas 40 24 11 5 53 149 122
Nashville 41 22 18 1 45 129 130
Arizona 39 20 17 2 42 118 117
St. Louis 39 20 18 1 41 110 125
Minnesota 40 17 19 4 38 118 134
Chicago 41 12 27 2 26 95 153

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Vancouver 41 27 11 3 57 160 107
Vegas 40 23 12 5 51 133 112
Los Angeles 37 20 10 7 47 124 94
Edmonton 37 21 15 1 43 133 114
Seattle 40 17 14 9 43 111 117
Calgary 41 18 18 5 41 127 134
Anaheim 40 14 25 1 29 102 133
San Jose 41 9 29 3 21 81 171
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Tuesday’s Games
Seattle 5, Buffalo 2
Toronto 7, San Jose 1
Tampa Bay 3, Los Angeles 2, OT
Vancouver 5, N.Y. Islanders 2
Winnipeg 5, Columbus 0
Florida 5, St. Louis 1
Anaheim 5, Nashville 3
Edmonton 2, Chicago 1
Calgary 6, Ottawa 3
Arizona 4, Boston 3, OT

Wednesday’s Games
Philadelphia 3, Montreal 2, SO
Dallas 7, Minnesota 2
Vegas at Colorado, late

Thursday’s Games
Anaheim at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Edmonton at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at Florida, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
San Jose at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Washington, 7 p.m.
Toronto at N.Y. Islanders, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Calgary at Arizona, 9 p.m.
Boston at Vegas, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Nashville at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at Minnesota, 8 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers at Washington, 1 p.m.
San Jose at Ottawa, 4 p.m.
Vancouver at Buffalo, 4 p.m.
New Jersey at Florida, 6 p.m.
Anaheim at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Edmonton at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Winnipeg, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Arizona at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Boston at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Chicago, 8 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Calgary at Vegas, 10 p.m.
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least 10 games in his final 16 seasons.
It wasn’t until the rise of Dabo Swinney’s 

Clemson teams in the late 2010s and later 
Smart’s Georgia Bulldogs that any school 
could be considered a consistent threat to the 
Tide.

Saban has stepped away as the fabric of 
college football undergoes dramatic change. 
Colorado’s Deion Sanders, a coach who has 
sought to capitalize on the intervention of 
players profiting financially from their play 
on the field, said on social media “College 
Football just lost the GOAT.”

“WOW! I knew it would happen 1 day 
soon but not this soon,” he wrote. “The 
game has change so much that it chased the 
GOAT away. College football let’s hold up 
our mirrors and say HONESTLY what u 
see.”

Terry Saban addressed the changes to 
college football in her post, referencing her 
husband’s famed “process.”

“The rules for the game of football may 
change, but the ‘process’ will never go out 
of style: hard work, discipline, the relentless 
pursuit of a worthy goal, not cutting corners, 
and doing things the right way for the sake 
of constant personal improvement, not for 
the scoreboard,” she wrote.

Saban made a two-year foray into the 
NFL with the Miami Dolphins before return-
ing to college to revive one of the nation’s 
most storied programs, which hadn’t won a 
national title in 15 years. Saban is 297-71-1 
as a college head coach, with stops at Tole-
do, Michigan State and LSU. But Alabama 
is where he cemented his status as one of 
college football’s greatest coaches.

He coached Alabama’s first four Heis-
man Trophy winners and numerous NFL 
players, going 206-29, a winning clip of 
87.7%. His teams produced 44 first-round 
draft picks, including last year’s No. 1 quar-
terback Bryce Young.

During that span, he also adapted to 

the changing times of up-tempo offenses, 
churning out high-scoring teams after win-
ning with some of the nation’s best defenses, 
along with the new NIL and transfer rules.

He led Toledo to a Mid-American Con-
ference championship in 1990, his lone sea-
son as that program’s coach. Saban worked 
as Bill Belichick’s defensive coordinator 
with the Cleveland Browns for four seasons 
before becoming the first Michigan State 
coach to lead his first three teams to bowl 
games.

“I think he’s the greatest coach in the his-
tory of football,” Michigan State basketball 
coach and longtime Saban friend Tom Izzo 
said in a telephone interview Wednesday. 
“There are a lot of great coaches, but what 
he’s done and the consistency that he did 
it — in an era where so many people and 
things are coming at you — is remarkable.”

Saban’s latest team dealt with plenty of 
adversity early, including a loss to Texas, 
but rebounded with the emergence of quar-
terback Jalen Milroe to upset then-No. 1 
Georgia in the SEC championship game.

Saban didn’t sound like a coach looking 
to give up the job any time soon after the 
game. But it wasn’t a bad way to go, even 
without the title.

“This is one of the most amazing sea-
sons in Alabama football history in terms of 
where this team came from, what they were 
able to accomplish and what they were able 
to do, winning the SEC championship, and 
really, really proud of this group,” he said. 
“I just wish that I could have done more as 
a coach to help them be successful and help 
them finish, and all we can do now is learn 
from the lessons that sometimes failings 
bring to us.”

SEC Commissioner Greg Sankey feels 
Saban isn’t done entirely with college foot-
ball.

“Knowing Nick? He’s not walking away 
from the game. He’s walking away from a 
role,” Sankey said.

(Continued from Page 6)

Nick Saban retires

By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — Guenther Steiner, the first 
employee hired by Haas F1 and one of the stars of the Net-
flix docuseries on Formula One, has not been retained as 
team principal after a decade with the series’ only American 
team.

Gene Haas made the announcement Wednesday and said 
director of engineering Ayao Komatsu, who started with 
Haas as chief race engineer in its 2016 debut season, will 
now oversee the competition elements as team principal.

Haas said Komatsu will be responsible for overall strat-
egy and on-track performance. Haas also plans to hire a 
European-based chief operating officer to manage non-com-
petition matters from the team factory in Banbury, England.

Haas in a statement thanked Steiner “for all his hard 
work over the past decade” but was short of praise for the 
man who built the Haas F1 team.

“Moving forward as an organization it was clear we need 
to improve our on-track performances. In appointing Ayao 
Komatsu as team principal we fundamentally have engi-
neering at the heart of our management,” Haas said.

“We have had some successes, but we need to be con-
sistent in delivering results that help us reach our wider 
goals as an organization. We need to be efficient with the 
resources we have but improving our design and engineer-
ing capability is key to our success as a team,” he continued. 
“I’m looking forward to working with Ayao and fundamen-
tally ensuring that we maximize our potential — this truly 
reflects my desire to compete properly in Formula 1.”

Haas has never won an F1 race or scored a podium finish.
Steiner, who has a nearly 40-year career in motorsports, had 

guided Haas F1 since the California businessman was granted 
the team in 2014. Steiner was hired to build the organization, 
which splits its operations in both Kannapolis alongside the 
Haas NASCAR operation and the factory in England.

Steiner has been based in North Carolina, where he 
moved in 2006 to build Red Bull’s entry in NASCAR. 
Steiner left Red Bull in 2008 but remained in Mooresville 
and founded FibreWorks Composites, a carbon-composites 
design and manufacturing company that specializes in race-
car development.

Haas F1 drops Steiner 
as the team principal

By TIM BOOTH 
AP Sports Writer

RENTON, Wash. (AP) — Pete Carroll’s 
mantra was “always compete,” — it was the 
title of his book, after all.

And he did right up to the point where 
the ownership of the Seattle Seahawks 
decided it was time for a new voice to be in 
charge following 14 seasons.

After bringing the Seahawks two NFC 
championships and the team’s only Super 
Bowl title, Carroll will no longer be the 
head coach in Seattle following the longest 
stretch of success in franchise history.

The decision seems less a firing and more 
a separation, but one the 72-year-old Car-
roll was at least somewhat forced to accept 
following discussions with ownership. Car-
roll will move into an undefined advisory 
role within the organization, according to 
Wednesday’s statement from owner Jody 
Allen.

But it’s clear that Carroll wanted to con-
tinue in the role he had and see if he could 
produce one more title team.

“I competed pretty hard to be the coach, 
just so you know,” Carroll said during an 
emotional farewell news conference. “I just 
wanted to make sure I stood up for all of our 
coaches and the players and the things that 
we had accomplished. Not just so we could 
be the coach still, but so we could continue 
to have a chance to be successful and keep 
the organization going. That’s what I was 
fighting for.

“In that regard, that’s what I was repre-
senting in our discussions,” Carroll con-
tinued. “And we got to a good part, good, 
clean spot where it made sense, and I went 
along with their intentions.”

With staff from throughout the facility, 
assistant coaches and a few current play-
ers filling the auditorium, Carroll spoke for 
more than 30 minutes through a mix of tears 
and laughter about a tenure that will be dif-
ficult for any coach to match in the future.

“I’m thrilled that we’ve had this run. I 
really am. This level of consistency that 
we’ve demonstrated is such that it makes 
you proud,” Carroll said.

Carroll will step aside as the most suc-
cessful coach in franchise history, but with 
an unsatisfactory conclusion after several 
seasons of middling results, including a 9-8 
record and no playoff berth in his final sea-
son.

He’ll forever be lauded as the first coach 
to bring the Lombardi Trophy to Seattle 
with the Super Bowl 48 victory over Den-
ver. Carroll finished with a 137-69-1 record 
in the regular season with the Seahawks. He 
led Seattle to five NFC West titles and 10 
playoff victories.

But Carroll and the organization never 
fully recovered from what happened in the 
Super Bowl 49 and Russell Wilson’s goal 
line interception in the final seconds. The 

core that took Seattle to those title games 
eventually unraveled and while Carroll 
tried several different reboots, the Seahawks 
never again found that level of talent and 
chemistry to experience another title and 
wash away the memories of that painful 
loss.

Seattle also plateaued toward the end of 
Carroll’s time, finishing with a losing record 
in 2021 followed by consecutive 9-8 sea-
sons while falling short of becoming more 
of a contender in the NFC West.

The postseason was another problem. 
Seattle has not advanced past the divisional 
round since the 2014 playoffs and lost in 
the wild-card round in three of its past four 
postseason appearances.

“We lost our edge, really, the edge to be 
great, which was really how we ran the foot-
ball and how we played defense. It wasn’t 
as good as it needed to be,” Carroll said.

The future for Seattle will be under the 
watch of a different coach and with general 
manager John Schneider entirely in control 
of personnel.

One of the unique aspects of Seattle’s 
success was the marriage between Schnei-
der and Carroll. It was Carroll that was hired 
first in January 2010 before bringing aboard 
Schneider as his running mate. It was Car-
roll that retained final control over person-
nel decisions.

Now, it’s flipped. Schneider will be mak-
ing the call on the next coach and personnel.

“It’s why this happened,” Carroll said. 
“You want to know? I want him to have 
this chance. It’s been 14 years he’s been sit-
ting there waiting for his opportunity and he 
deserves it. And he’s great at what he does.”

Despite the lackluster final chapter, Car-
roll’s tenure in Seattle will be viewed as 
the most successful run since the franchise 
arrived in 1976. He ushered in a player-
friendly environment built around allow-
ing personalities to show within the defined 
structure of his system. Carroll preached 
competition, but made it fun along the way.

The Seahawks thrived under Carroll with 
the personalities of Marshawn Lynch, Doug 
Baldwin and Richard Sherman, for exam-
ple. They plucked Wilson out of the third 
round and watched him help the team win 
a Super Bowl in his second season. Known 
for his defensive mind, Carroll created a 
defense that was the best of its era for mul-
tiple seasons and was at the foundation of 
those back-to-back teams which won NFC 
titles.

Several players expressed their appre-
ciation for Carroll on Wednesday, including 
Wilson. Geno Smith, Bobby Wagner, Noah 
Fant and Tyler Lockett were among the 
handful of players to show up in person.

“Coach Carroll is a stud. If I’m sitting 
up here being able to do that as long as he 
did ... that be impressive,” Rams coach Sean 
McVay said.

Pete Carroll is out as head 
coach of the Seattle Seahawks
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The fast lane to happiness
Dear Annie: I recently had to go to 

a big-box store to purchase something 
that I couldn’t get online. The checkout 
lines on the grocery side of the store 
were six people deep, but if you looked 
beyond, to the other side of the store, 
there were no lines. I’ve been trying to 
teach family and friends this lesson — 
to look beyond themselves — for some 
time. 

Every Christmas, I get invited to a 
gathering so I won’t have to be alone. 
While I try to converse with guests, 
since I don’t have kids or grandkids to 
talk about, I wind up alone at the party 
anyway. No one wants to talk about 
books or world events.

Counselors tell me to volunteer 
or get involved in groups. When I 
moved back to the town I grew up in 
and tried to get involved, I was told, 
“You’re not from here; that’s not how 
we do things.” After 25 years, I am 
still not welcome. Their social groups 
were formed long ago, and new mem-
bers are not welcome. They can’t see 
beyond.

Everyone has been writing grati-
tude journals all year — things they are 
thankful for, such as children, grand-
children, work and health. It’s hard to 
listen to what they are thankful for, as 
I have health issues, which makes it 
hard for me to get out, and I am alone 
most of the time. They are so focused 
on things they are going through or 
thankful for that they don’t see beyond. 
They don’t see what others go through 
every day. Look beyond your world. 
What are others going through? 

There is a second part of gratitude, 
which is to show gratitude to oth-
ers. For 2021, thank others. Get away 
from social media, and make this the 
year you send that handwritten note or 

phone call to thank 
someone, even 
if it is for some-
thing that person 
helped you with 
years ago. Don’t 
include state-
ments about you. 
Make it only 
about the other 
person’s act of 
kindness. If need-
ed, rewrite it so 
that only a posi-
tive statement is 
left.

Look beyond 
the closest checkout line. Look beyond 
yourself. Others will appreciate it.

Finally, Annie, I want to thank you 
for including the words “I am sorry for 
what you are going through” in a lot of 
your responses. Being able to express 
that is a genuine trait few possess. — 
Wishing for True Friends

Dear Wishing for True Friends: 
You make a good point about “looking 
beyond,” but please, don’t be so hard 
on yourself or others. Seeing counsel-
ors helps enormously. Try not to take it 
all so seriously. Make a special effort 
to reach out and offer friendship to 
new people. You might find, similar to 
your observation at the big-box store, 
a faster lane to health and happiness.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” features favorite columns 
on marriage, infidelity, communica-
tion and reconciliation. It is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

Grandparents often 
dismiss the importance 

of their family role
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< Another Perfect Stranger (‘07) 
Jefferson Moore, Ruby Lewis. 

Creflo 
Dollar 

The 
Stranger 
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Meyer 

Perry 
Stone 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
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Ask the Pastor Today 
With God 

CBS 
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(15) 2 2 15 15 
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"Impossible Dream" 
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Radical Truth" 

Chicago P.D. "Signs of 
Violence" 

Chicago P.D. "Due 
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Chicago P.D. "Trouble 
Dolls" 

Chicago P.D. "Safe" Chicago P.D. "The Right 
Thing" 

Chicago P.D. "The 
Other Side" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Press Your Luck
"Royalty!!!" (N) 

Press Your Luck "A 
Spiritual Experience" 

Press Your Luck "Go 
Big or Go Gnome" 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 
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or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 
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Feud 

Law & Order Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Law & Order: 
Organized Crime 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline "The Fugitive 
Millionaire" 

Chicago P.D. 
"Conventions" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show 
(N) 

TMZ Live (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Son of a 
Critch (N) 

The 
Conners 

Conners 
"Miracles" 

Children 
Ruin (N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Burgers 
"Dr. Yap" 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Fight the Power: How 
"Still Fighting" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Arts In 
Focus (N) 

This Old 
House (N) 

Old House
(N) 

Miss Scarlet "Elysium" Funny Woman Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
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PBS 
WIPB 
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Fight the Power: How 
"Still Fighting" 
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America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Now 
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Vienna Blood "The Lost 
Child, Part 2" 

Flesh and Blood on 
Masterpiece 
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House 
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FOX 
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WFFT Fox News at 5 
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Big Bang Big Bang Hell's Kitchen (N) Gordon Ramsay's Road 
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Sheldon 
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Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "The Final Nail" Castle "Setup" Castle "Countdown" Castle "One Life to 

Lose" 
Castle "Law & Murder" (:05) Castle "Slice of 

Death" 
(:05) Castle "The Dead 
Pool" 

Castle "One Life to 
Lose" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) <+ Baywatch (‘17) Dwayne Johnson. <++ The Fate of the Furious (‘17) Dwayne Johnson, Vin Diesel. <++ Fast & Furious Presents: Hobbs & Shaw (‘19) Dwayne Johnson. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
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The King 
of Queens 

The King 
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The King 
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The King 
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E!  26 142 114 236 
<+++ Neighbors (2014, Comedy) Zac Efron,
Rose Byrne, Seth Rogen. 

<++ 17 Again (2009, Comedy) Leslie Mann,
Thomas Lennon, Zac Efron. 

<+++ Neighbors (2014, Comedy) Zac Efron,
Rose Byrne, Seth Rogen. 

E! News
(N) 

The E! True Hollywood 
Story "Mean Girls" 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++ The Hitman's Bodyguard (2017, Action) Samuel L. Jackson, Gary 
Oldman, Ryan Reynolds. 

< Movie

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) NHL Hockey Toronto Maple Leafs at New York Islanders From 

UBS Arena in Elmont, N.Y. (L) (N) 
College Basketball Teams TBA Men's college 
basketball action. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 ESPN BET Live (L) (N) To Be Announced Basketball Florida Atlantic at Tulane (L) (N) College Basketball Teams TBA (L) (N) Basketball Stanford at Oregon State (L) (N)

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line FCS Football Awards 

Show 2023 
The Card 
Life 

Pregame
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey New York Rangers at St. Louis Blues From 
Enterprise Center in Saint Louis, Mo. (L) (N) 

Blues Post.
(L) (N) 

FCS Football Awards 
Show 2023 

World Poker WPT Prime 
Championship - Part 2 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "911" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Ripped" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Blast" 

<++ The Equalizer (2014, Action) Marton Csokas, Chloë Grace Moretz,
Denzel Washington. (P) 

<++ The Equalizer (2014, Action) Marton 
Csokas, Chloë Grace Moretz, Denzel Washington. 
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Contraband: Seized 
"The $8,000 Man" 

Contraband: Seized
"All in the Family" 

Contraband "The Fresh 
Hot Chili Peppers" 

Caught! Caught! Caught! 
(N) 

Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught!
"Heists" 

Caught! Caught! Caught! 

TLC  36 73 183 280 1000-Lb. Sisters 1000-Lb. Sisters 1000-Lb. Sisters My 600-Lb. Life "Chrystal's Journey" My 600-Lb. Life "Tammy's Journey" My 600-Lb. Life
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Swamp People Swamp People Swamp People "Cruel 

Summer" 
Swamp People "Double Trouble" (N) (:35) Swamp Mysteries

"Dead Zone" (N) 
(:35) Swamp People "Who Will Be 
King?" 

(:05) Swamp People 
"Double Trouble" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 (N) Taking the Stand (N) (:05) Undercover (N) (:05) Prison Brides (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Amazing Winter 
Romance Jessy Schram. 

< Love at First Glance (2017, Drama) Adrian 
Grenier, Jonathan Bennett, Amy Smart. 

< Love on the Right Course (2024, Romance)
Marcus Rosner, Ashley Newbrough. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
<+++ Rise of the Planet of the Apes  (2011, 
Sci-Fi) Freida Pinto, John Lithgow, James Franco. 

(:15) <++ Blade (1998, Horror) Stephen Dorff, Kris Kristofferson, 
Wesley Snipes. 

(:50) <++ Blade II (2002, Horror) Kris Kristofferson, Ron 
Perlman, Wesley Snipes. 

(:20) <++ Moonfall 
(‘22) Halle Berry. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <+++ Girls Trip (‘17) Queen Latifah, Regina Hall. 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:45) <+ Grown Ups 2 (2013, Comedy) Kevin 
James, Chris Rock, Adam Sandler. 

NBA Tip-
Off (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Boston Celtics at Milwaukee Bucks From Fiserv 
Forum in Milwaukee. (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Phoenix Suns at Los Angeles Lakers From 
Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles. (L) (N) 

Inside the 
NBA (L) (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:00) < Ace Ventura: 
When Nature Calls 

<++ Ace Ventura: Pet Detective (‘94, Comedy)
Courteney Cox Arquette, Sean Young, Jim Carrey.  

<+++ Moneyball (2011, Drama) Jonah Hill, Philip Seymour Hoffman, Brad 
Pitt. 

<++ The Replacements (2000, Comedy) Gene 
Hackman, Orlando Jones, Keanu Reeves. (P) 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office (:35) Office (:10) Office (:45) Office (:20) The Office (:55) Office The Office The Office The Office TBA South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NFL Films 
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College 
Hoops 

College Basketball Michigan at Maryland From 
Xfinity Center in College Park, Md. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Michigan State at Illinois From 
State Farm Center in Champaign, Ill. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Arizona State at Washington 
From Alaska Airlines Arena in Seattle. (L) (N) 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Tomorrow" 9-1-1 "Cursed" 9-1-1 <+++ Trading Places (‘83) Eddie Murphy, Dan Aykroyd. <+++ Trading Places (‘83) Eddie Murphy, Dan Aykroyd. 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Southern Hospitality Charm "Playing House" Southern Charm Southern Charm (N) Southern (N) WatchWhat Charm "Reunion Part 1" Housewives SLC Southern 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob < Movie Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Hamster & Hamster & Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Jessie Jessie Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:35) <+++ Despicable Me 2 (‘13) 
Voices of Kristen Wiig, Steve Carell. 

(:45) <++ Despicable Me 3 (2017, Animated)
Voices of Kristen Wiig, Trey Parker, Steve Carell. 

(:50) <+++ Big Hero 6 (2014, Animated) Voices of Scott Adsit,
T.J. Miller, Ryan Potter. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:10) <+++ Gangs of New York (2002, History) Daniel Day-Lewis, Cameron 
Diaz, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

<+++ The Manchurian Candidate (‘04, Thriller)
Meryl Streep, Liev Schreiber, Denzel Washington. 

(:15) <+++ Killing Them Softly
(‘12) Scoot McNairy, Brad Pitt. (P) 

(:55) <++ Meg 2: The Trench (‘23) 
Jing Wu, Sophia Cai, Jason Statham. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:05) <+++ Hustle & 
Flow Terrence Howard. 

<+ Blended (2014, Romance) Drew Barrymore,
Joel McHale, Adam Sandler. 

<++ Fifty Shades of Grey (2015, Romance)
Jamie Dornan, Jennifer Ehle, Dakota Johnson. 

(:05) <++ Fifty Shades Darker (2017, Romance)
Jamie Dornan, Eric Johnson, Dakota Johnson. 

(:05) <+ Fifty Shades 
Freed Dakota Johnson. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:10) < 
Dead Shot 

(:45) <++ Need for Speed (2014, Action) Dominic Cooper,
Imogen Poots, Aaron Paul. 

<+++ The Fighter (2010, Drama) Christian Bale,
Amy Adams, Mark Wahlberg. 

<+++ Michael Clayton (2007, Drama) Tom 
Wilkinson, Tilda Swinton, George Clooney. 

The Curse "Young 
Hearts" 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:50) < Tollbooth (‘21) 
Michael Smiley. 

(:15) <++ Last Vegas (2013, Comedy) Robert De 
Niro, Morgan Freeman, Michael Douglas. (P) 

<++ Clue (‘85) Martin Mull, Lesley 
Ann Warren, Eileen Brennan. (P) 

(:40) <++ Better Off Dead (‘85)
Diane Franklin, John Cusack. 

(:20) < Emily (2022, History) Fionn Whitehead, 
Oliver Jackson-Cohen, Emma Mackey. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: As new grandpar-
ents, we are excited about 
our new role, but many of 
our friends are not only 
grandparents, but care-
givers to their children’s 
children. What has hap-
pened in society to cause 
this, and can grandpar-
ents turn it to something 
good for their grandchil-
dren? – G.G.

A: A few years ago, an 
article revealed a grow-
ing trend of grandparents 
caring for grandchildren. 
Multiple reasons were 
cited for this, such as par-
ents on active military 
duty, parents incarcerated, 
single parents battling 
life-threatening diseas-
es, teen pregnancy, etc. 
A subhead in the article 
shouted, “Grandparents to 
the rescue!”

A grandfather was 
asked if he resented his 
retirement being inter-

rupted by having to 
raise his young grandchil-
dren due to their parents’ 
deaths in an automobile 
accident. He said, “It is 
my duty. I certainly don’t 
want strangers raising my 
son’s children. Besides, 
what are grandparents 
for?” Some grandparents 
resent the intrusion; oth-
ers see it as a blessing and 
are grateful for the oppor-
tunity to provide stability 
in the midst of emotional 
trauma difficult for any 
youth to cope with.

One hundred years 
ago, similar conditions 
would not have present-
ed the same challenges. 
Multigenerational homes 
were common, particu-
larly in farm communi-
ties that were the back-
bone of our nation. Soci-
ety did not look down 
on multigenerational 
homes. Many collec-
tively worked the farm, 

maintained household 
chores, and prepared the 
meals. Everyone pitched 
in. Then they would all 
retreat to the front porch 
in the cool of the evening 
or gather around the fire-
place to keep warm in the 
winter.

Grandparents often 
dismiss the importance of 
their family role. While 
society has belittled the 
impact of the older gen-
erations, the elderly have 
too easily relinquished 
their roles without much 
thought. The Bible tells 
us to care for our family 
members, especially our 
immediate families (see 1 
Timothy 5:8).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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NOTICE

Help Wanted
SOUTHERN WELLS COM-

MUNITY School is seeking a
second shift custodian. $20.31
per hour with benefits. Please
send a resume of contact
rking@swraiders.com

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Maintenance/Custodian. Appli-
cants must have general
knowledge of heating/cooling,
plumbing, electrical with the
ability to make minor repairs
and/or adjustments. Additional
responsibilities include building
maintenance and ground
keeping. 20-year matrix salary
range for the position is
$43,682 - $52,774. Years of
service and experience will be
honored for a starting salary
up to five years in the pay ma-
trix. Apply at
www.wellscountysheriff.com
under "Job Opportunities".
Deadline for Pre-application
submission is no later than
February 5, 2024. A full job de-
scription is also listed on the
website for review.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Pets

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUP-

PIES, 8-weeks-old, good tem-
perament, shots and
dewormer done. Call or text
260-273-8976.

Lottery Numbers

Public Notices

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 01-14-17-26-

38
Lotto Plus — 06-09-17-

20-24-45
Cash4Life — 14-16-40-

47-58, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 

03-11-13-14-20-23-26-28-
31-53-57-62-63-65-66-68-
73-76-78-80, BE: 23

Daily Three-Midday — 
01-09-02, SB: 09

Daily Three-Evening — 
07-02-04, SB: 02

Daily Four-Midday — 
08-04-07-01, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening — 
01-04-08-08, SB: 02

Quick Draw Evening — 
10-23-29-31-33-37-45-46-
47-48-51-54-57-64-65-70-
73-74-75-78, BE: 31

Hoosier Lotto — 12-29-
30-35-43-46

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $187 million
POWERBALL

25-40-43-48-50 Power-
ball: 11; Power Play: 2X
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 

ESTATE AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of 

a decree to me directed from the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Wells 
County, Indiana, in Cause No. 
90D01-2308-MF-000017 wherein 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. was Plain-
tiff, and Linda S. Parker; State of 
Indiana were Defendants, requiring 
me to make the sum as provided 
for in said Decree with interest and 
cost, I will expose at public sale to 
the highest bidder, on the 14th  day 
of February, 2024, at the hour of 
1:00 pm or as soon thereafter as is 
possible, at Courthouse 

102 W. Market St., 1st Fl. Bluff-
ton, IN 46714, the fee simple of the 
whole body of Real Estate in Wells 
County, Indiana.

 A part of Out Lot Number 5 
in the Original Plat of the town of 
Ossian, Wells County, Indiana, 
bounded as follows: Commenc-
ing at the northeast corner of said 
Lot Number 5; thence west 50 
feet; thence south 150 feet; thence 
east 50 feet; thence north 150 feet 
to the place of beginning. Also 
described as follows: Part of Out 
Lot Number 5 in the Original Plat of 
the town of Ossian, Wells County, 
Indiana, bounded and described as 
follows: Commencing at the north-
east corner of said Lot Number 5; 
thence west 78 feet Recorded 50 
feet; thence south 150 feet; thence 
east 78 feet Recorded 50 feet; 
thence north 150 feet to the place 
of beginning.

 More commonly known as: 
301 West Lafever Street, Ossian, 
IN 46777

 State Parcel No.: 90-02-16-
519-049.000-009

Together with rents, issues, 
income, and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws.

Plaintiff Attorney
ATTORNEY NO. 15-23-01022
Codilis Law, LLC 
8050 Cleveland Place 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 736-5579
15-23-01022
 Sheriff of Wells County

JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP
 301 West Lafever Street, 
 Ossian, IN 46777
 Street Address
SHERIFF FILE NO:
The Sheriff’s Department 

does not warrant the accuracy 
of the street address published 
herein.

SERVICE DIRECTED TO:
Linda S. Parker 
301 West Lafever Street 
Ossian, IN 46777 

Type of Service
 Sheriff

NOTICE
NOTE: This law firm is a debt 

collector.
nb 1/4, 1/11, 1/18
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Town of Ossian, Indiana
Notice of Receipt of Bids

Project: Town of Ossian CCMG 
2023-2 Street Improvements 
(“Project”).

Summary: Along Millside Court 
and Melching Court in Ossian, Indi-
ana, the Project shall consist of 
removal of existing concrete pave-
ment, reconstruction of residential 
streets (HMA w/ concrete curb & 
gutter and underdrains), driveway 
improvements, erosion control, and 
surface restoration. All qualified 
Contractors are invited to bid the 
work.

General Plans and Specifi-
cations: Complete digital project 
bidding documents are available 
at www.questcdn.com. Quest CDN 
will serve as the Issuing Office 
and maintain the plan holder list. 
Digital Bidding Documents may be 
downloaded for a non-refundable 
fee of $22 by inputting Quest proj-
ect number QuestCDN eBidDoc 
#8899185 on the website’s proj-
ects search page. Please contact 
QuestCDN Customer Support at 
952.233.1632 or info@questcdn.
com for assistance in member-
ship registration, downloading, and 
working with digital project informa-
tion. No paper copies will be pro-
vided by the Owner.

Pre-Bid Meeting: Beginning 
at 9:00 a.m., on Tuesday, January 
30, 2024, a pre-bid meeting will be 
held at the Ossian Town Hall, 507 
N. Jefferson Street, Ossian, Indi-
ana 46777. Prospective bidders 
are strongly encouraged to attend.

Bids: All bids must be submit-
ted to the Town of Ossian by noon, 
Thursday, February 8, 2024, to be 
considered for the work. Bids sub-
mitted prior to 11:45 a.m. on Febru-
ary 8, 2024, shall be submitted at 
the Ossian Town Hall, 507 N. Jef-
ferson Street, Ossian, IN 46777. 
Bids submitted after 11:45 a.m. on 
February 8, 2024, must be deliv-
ered to the Ossian Town Council 
meeting location at Collier’s Com-
fort, 215 N. Jefferson St., Ossian, 
IN, between 11:45 a.m. and 12:00 
noon. Bidders are responsible for 
the timely delivery of their bids. All 
bids shall be in sealed envelopes 
bearing the Project title, “Town 
of Ossian CCMG 2023-2 Street 
Improvements”, and include the 
name and address of the bidder. 
All bids shall include fully com-
pleted and executed Contractor’s 
Bid for Public Work — Form 96 
and E-Verify and Iran Investment 
Certification. Bids shall be accom-
panied by a bidder’s bond or certi-
fied check equal to 5% of the bid 
amount. Bids arriving after the time 
set will be returned unopened and 
only complete bids with all required 
materials will be considered.

Review and Consideration: 
All bids timely received shall be 
publicly opened and read aloud at 
Collier’s Comfort, 215 N. Jefferson 
St., Ossian, IN at noon, Febru-
ary 8, 2024. The Town of Ossian, 
Indiana, reserves the right to reject 
all bids, waive defects and amend 
the Project’s scope. It is anticipated 
that the Ossian Town Council will 
take bids received under advise-
ment and that a determination may 
be made by February 12, 2024.

By: Town Manager, Crystal 
Chapman

Town of Ossian, Indiana
nb 1/11, 1/18
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ADVERTISEMENT TO BID
RECONSTRUCTION OF 

CR 450 EAST FROM 
CR 1000N TO CR 1100N

WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA
Sealed proposals wil l  be 

received by the Wells County 
Board of Commissioners, Owner, 
at the Wells County Auditor’s Office 
at 102 W Market St., Suite 205, 
Bluffton, IN 46714, until 1:00 P.M. 
(Local time) on January 24th, 2024 
and then will be publicly opened 
and read aloud in Suite 104. Any 
bids received later than the above 
time will be returned unopened.

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: 
Work for which proposals are to be 
received is for the full depth recla-
mation and asphalt overlay of CR 
450 East from the intersection of 
CR 1000N to CR 1100N in Wells 
County. The work consists of mill-
ing the existing roadway surface 
and base, compacting the base 
with a combination of cement and 
aggregate additives to provide the 
minimum roadway base and over-
laying the entire roadway with a hot 
mix asphalt. Final work will be to tie 
all surfaces and roadway features 
including mailbox turnouts and 
driveways into the roadway.

BID DOCUMENTS: Prospec-
tive Bidders may examine the 
Bidding Documents at the Issuing 
Office on Mondays through Fridays 
between the hours of 8 am and 4 
pm, and may obtain copies of the 
Bidding Documents as described 
below. The contract documents, 
including plans, specifications are 
available in print or digital format 
from eastern Engineering Sup-
ply Reprographics, 1239 Wells 
St., Fort Wayne, Indiana 46808 
(telephone: 260-426-3119, fax: 
260-426-3101). Printed plans and 
specifications may be purchased 
from Eastern Engineering for a 
non-refundable fee.

Bids shall be properly and 
completely executed on Bid Forms 
and in the order as identified and 
contained in the Contract Docu-
ments obtainable from the offices 
as stated above. Each bid shall be 
accompanied by a completely filled 
out Form No. 96 (latest revision) 
and acceptable Bid Security. Any 
bid not accompanied by the above-
required items shall be deemed to 
be a non-responsive bid.

No Bidder may withdraw his 
proposal within a period of 60 
days following the date set for 
the receiving of bids. The Owner 
reserves the right to retain any and 
all bids for a period of not more 
than 60 days and said bid shall 
remain in full force and effect dur-
ing said time. The Owner further 
reserves the right to waive infor-
malities and to award the Contract 
to any Bidder all to the advantage 
of the Wells County or to reject all 
bids.

BID SECURITY: Each bid shall 
be accompanied by an acceptable 
certified check made payable to 
the Wells County Board of Com-
missioners or an acceptable bid 
bond in the amount equal to 5% 
of the total bid price executed by 
an incorporated surety company 
in good standing and qualified to 
do business in the State of Indiana 
and whose name appears on the 
current Treasury Department Cir-
cular 570.

BONDS: A Performance Bond 
and Payment Bond each in the 
amount of 100% of the Contract 
price will be required from the 
Contractor to whom the work is 
awarded.

INDIANA REQUIREMENTS: 
Standard Questionnaire Form 96 
(latest revision), completely filled 
out and signed, including attach-
ment of Contractor’s Financial 
Statement as stipulated in Section 
III.

 FOR THE BOARD OF 
 COMMISSIONERS 

WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA
 By: Shawn Bonar

Wells County Highway 
 Superintendent

Attest:
By: Lisa McCormick, Auditor
Date: December 21, 2023

oj, nb 12/28, 1/11
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Town of Ossian, Indiana
Notice of Receipt of Bids

Project: Collection System 
Improvements & Septic Relief 
(“Project”).

Summary: The Town of Ossian 
intends to construct sanitary collec-
tion system improvements for sep-
tic relief at the northern limits of its 
collection system and to relocate 
the Mill St lift station at the eastern 
limits of its collection system. Along 
Dyar Drive, McNeal Circle, SR 
1 from 250 ft south of Dyar Drive 
to 350 ft north of Dyar Drive, and 
the northern and western limits of 
Homestead Place subdivision, the 
Project shall construct 2,800 LF of 
8-inch gravity sewers via open cut. 
Along SR 1 from 300 ft south of the 
Allen Mellot drain to 350 ft north of 
CR 1050N and along CR 1050N 
from 950 ft west of SR 1 to 400 ft 
east of SR 1, the Project shall con-
struct 1,300 LF of 2-inch and 1,400 
LF of 3-inch low pressure sewers 
via trenchless directional drilling. 
Along Mill St from Maxine Dr to 
150 ft east of Lynfield Ct the project 
shall construct 1,000 LF of 10-inch 
gravity sewers via open cut, 1,000 
LF of 6-inch force main, and a new 
lift station. The project shall include 
sanitary gravity and pressure lat-
erals, grinder stations, pavement 
removal and replacement, erosion 
control, and surface restoration.

General Plans and Specifi-
cations: Complete digital project 
bidding documents are available 
at www.guestcdn.com. Quest CDN 
will serve as the Issuing Office 
and maintain the plan holder list. 
Digital Bidding Documents may be 
downloaded for a non-refundable 
fee of $22 by inputting Quest proj-
ect number QuestCDN eBidDoc 
#8913311 on the website’s proj-
ects search page. Please contact 
QuestCDN Customer Support at 
952.233.1632 or info@guestcdn.
com for assistance in member-
ship registration, downloading, and 
working with digital project informa-
tion. No paper copies will be pro-
vided by the Owner.

Pre-Bid Meeting: Beginning at 
10:00 a.m., on Tuesday, January 
30, 2024, a pre-bid meeting will be 
held at the Ossian Town Hall, 507 
N. Jefferson Street, Ossian, Indi-
ana 46777. All prospective bidders 
are encouraged to attend.

Federal Funding: Any con-
tracts awarded under this Notice of 
Receipt of Bids are expected to be 
funded in part by loan funds from 
the Indiana State Revolving Loan 
Fund program. Neither the United 
States nor any of its departments 
or agencies will be a party to this 
Notice of Receipt of Bids or any 
resulting contract. All Contractors 
shall be aware of the requirement 
for the American Iron and Steel 
provision of this Contract. Bidders 
on this project shall be responsible 
for complying with the Federal 
Contract Provisions contained in 
these specifications. The prevail-
ing wage rates of the Department 
of Labor apply to this project. The 
Labor Standards Provisions found 
at 29 CFR 5.5(a) apply to this proj-
ect if the prevailing wage rates of 
the Department of Labor apply. 
The Contractor (and Sub-Contrac-
tors) must comply with the mini-
mum rates for wages for laborers 
and mechanics as determined by 
the Secretary of Labor in accor-
dance with the provisions of the 
Davis-Bacon and Related Acts.

Bids: All bids must be submit-
ted to the Town of Ossian by 12:00 
noon, Thursday, February 8, 2024, 
to be considered for the work. Bids 
submitted prior to 11:45 a.m. on 
February 8, 2024, shall be submit-
ted at the Ossian Town Hall, 507 N. 
Jefferson Street, Ossian, IN 46777. 
Bids submitted after 11:45 a.m. on 
February 8, 2024, must be deliv-
ered to the Ossian Town Council 
meeting location at Collier’s Com-
fort, 215 N. Jefferson St., Ossian, 
IN, between 11:45 a.m. and 12:00 
noon. Bidders are responsible for 
the timely delivery of their bids. All 
bids shall be in sealed envelopes 
bearing the Project title, “Town of 
Ossian Collection System Improve-
ments & Septic Relief”, and include 
the name and address of the bid-
der. All bids shall include fully com-
pleted and executed Contractor’s 
Bid for Public Work — Form 96 
and E-Verify and Iran Investment 
Certification. Bids shall be accom-
panied by a bidder’s bond or certi-
fied check equal to 5% of the bid 
amount. Bids arriving after the time 
set will be returned unopened and 
only complete bids with all required 
materials will be considered.

Review and Consideration: 
All bids timely received shall be 
publicly opened and read aloud at 
Collier’s Comfort, 215 N. Jefferson 
St., Ossian, IN at 12:00 noon, Feb-
ruary 8, 2024. The Town of Ossian, 
Indiana, reserves the right to reject 
all bids, waive defects and amend 
the Project’s scope. It is anticipated 
that the Ossian Town Council will 
take bids received under advise-
ment and that a determination may 
be made by April 8, 2024.

By: Town Manager, Crystal 
Chapman

Town of Ossian, Indiana
nb 1/11, 1/18
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SECTION 00 11 16 – NOTICE 
TO BIDDERS & BID PACKAGE 
INDEX

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

PURSUANT TO INDIANA CODE 
5-32, AS AMENDED, that the 
Norwell Community Schools (the 
“Owner”) and Weigand Construc-
tion Co., Inc. (“Construction Man-
ager” or the “CMc”), 7808 Honey-
well Drive, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
46825, have entered into a con-
tract pursuant to which Weigand 
Construction will be providing all 
of the Construction Manager as 
Constructor services in connec-
tion with the Ossian Elementary 
Interior Finishes Refresh. Accord-
ingly, Weigand Construction will 
be receiving sealed bids from 
pre-qualified contractors, as deter-
mined by Weigand Construction in 
its sole and complete discretion, for 
the work and supply of materials 
for the Ossian Elementary Interior 
Finishes Refresh (the “Project”).

Trade contractor bids will be 
accepted at Norwell Community 
Schools, Administration Building 
– Board Room, 312 Jefferson St. 
OSSIAN, IN 46777, until 3:00 PM 
(local time), on January 25, 2024. 
Bids received prior to 3:00 PM on 
January 25, 2024, must be mailed 
and/or delivered to Norwell Com-
munity Schools for and on behalf 
of Weigand Construction Co., 
Inc., Norwell Community Schools, 
Administration Building – Board 
Room, 312 Jefferson St., OSSIAN 
IN, 46777. Bids will be opened and 
read aloud by Architect / Engineer 
at 3:00 PM (local time) at the Nor-
well Community Schools Admin-
istration Building Board Room. A 
listing of the trade contractor bid 
packages is provided below.

A Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, January 18, 2024 at 
3:15 PM (local time). The meeting 
will take place Ossian Elementary 
213 S Jefferson St, Ossian, IN, 
46777 (DOOR 1). Site walk and 
building investigation will occur 
immediately following the Pre-Bid 
Meeting.

All bidding and construction 
shall be in accordance with con-
struction documents prepared 
by Schmidt Associates. All of the 
terms and conditions of which are 
incorporated herein by reference. 
Bidders desiring digital access to 
construction and bidding docu-
ments shall email Derek Biro of 
Weigand Construction at dbiro@
weigandconstruct ion.com to 
receive digital access to the bid-
ding documents at no cost. Bid-
ders may be required by Weigand 
Construction, if set forth in the con-
struction and bidding documents, 
to confirm or submit for pre-qual-
ification status prior to receiving 
digital access to construction and 
bidding documents. Bidders desir-
ing printed documents shall pay for 
their own cost of printing, shipping, 
and handling.

Each bid shall include with such 
bid, a certified check or bid bond 
made payable to Weigand Con-
struction Co., Inc. for an amount 
not less than five percent (5%) of 
the maximum bid.  Should a suc-
cessful bidder withdraw its bid or 
fail to execute a satisfactory sub-
contract with the CMc, Weigand 
Construction may then declare the 
bid deposit or bid bond to be for-
feited as liquidated damages.

Each successful bidder shall 
enter into a sub-contract and/or 
purchase order with Weigand Con-
struction. (See section 00 52 00 of 
the Project Manual.)

Each successful bidder may be 
required to furnish Performance 
& Payment Bonds (if Alternate 
Bid regarding Bonds is accepted) 
which cover faithful performance 
of the contract and the payment of 
all obligations arising thereunder 
(if Alternate Bid regarding Perfor-
mance Bond is accepted, it will be 
made out to Weigand Construction 
Co., Inc.). Said bonds shall remain 
in full force and effect for one year 
from the substantial completion 
of the work. A bidder’s ability to 
provide said bonds is a condition 
precedent to bidding the Project, 
and any bid submitted without an 
alternate cost for providing said 
bonds may be determined as non-
responsive by Weigand Construc-
tion, in its sole and complete dis-
cretion, and rejected by Weigand 
Construction.

The contract will be awarded to 
the lowest responsive and respon-
sible bidder complying with the 
conditions for bidding, provided the 
bid is reasonable and it is to the 
best interest of Weigand Construc-
tion and the Owner.

Bids may be hand delivered 
and/or delivered by delivery ser-
vice at the locations listed above. 
Bids not reaching said location by 
3:00 PM (local time)., on January 
25, 2024 will be returned unopened 
to the original bidder.

oj, nb 1/11, 1/18
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Lost

BLACK, WHITE, AND brown
Beagle named Baby. Last
seen at Capri. Small reward.
Call 260-273-8413 or
260-273-4742.

SERVICES

ServicesServices

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ANNOUNCE YOUR SER-

VICES in the Bluffton News-
Banner. A 20-word, line classi-
fied for two months is $97.
Contact the office at (260)
824-0224, 125 N. Johnson St.,
or www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted
THE WELLS COUNTY Prose-
cutor's Office is looking to hire
a person for an Investigator
position. The position is a part-
time county-paid position mak-
ing $21/hour. The investigator
would be responsible for con-
ducting criminal investigations
and assisting the Prosecutor in
preparing cases for trial. The
investigator must be an effec-
tive communicator, be profi-
cient with a computer, be able
to work independently, and
have the ability to be on 24-
hour call for assistance at
crime scenes. Interested per-
sons should go to
wellscounty.org/prosecutor/ for
a more detailed description of
this position. Send any re-
sumes to the Wells County
Prosecutor's Office, 102 West
Market Street, Suite 405,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or submit
them by email to
prosecutor@wellscounty.org.

HELOISE HINT: If your supervi-
sor calls you in to give criticism 
on your work performance. Pay 
attention to each comment. Do 
not get angry; just listen and try 
to improve your performance. 
Send your job-success story to 
HELOISE@Heloise.com.

Pets

HELOISE HINT: If your cat is 
acting up and jumping on fur-
niture. First, say “no” and move 
them away. You can also spritz 
a bit of water onto its face if it 
continues to jump on the furni-
ture. Your cat will eventually get 
the idea and refrain from doing 
this again. Make sure that they 
have scratching posts they can 
use or jump on instead. Fax 
Heloise @ 210-HELOISE (435-
6473).

Line Classified Ad Deadlines
 Monday editions: Friday by 4 p.m. 

Tuesday-Friday editions: 
day-before by 4 p.m.

Saturdays: Friday by noon

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-
965-4916 (I)
HEARING AIDS!!  HIGH-
QUALITY rechargeable, pow-
erful Audien hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. 
Tiny and NEARLY INVISIBLE! 
45-day money back guarantee! 
877-581-1734 (I)
CONNECT TO THE best wire-
less home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G 
and 4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. Call 
855-430-1496 (I) 

SWITCH AND SAVE up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)
DIRECTV SPORTS PACK - 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 
40 regional and specialty net-
works included. NFL, College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf 
and more. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931 (I)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (I)



NEW YORK (AP) — 
Donald Trump won’t make 
his own closing argument 
after all in his New York 
civil business fraud trial 
after his lawyers objected 
to the judge’s insistence that 
the former president stick to 
“relevant” matters and “not 
deliver a campaign speech.”

Judge Arthur Engoron 
nixed Trump’s unusual plan 
on Wednesday, a day ahead 
of closing arguments.

The judge had initially 
indicated he was open to 
the idea, saying he’d let 
Trump speak if he agreed 
to abide by rules that apply 
to attorneys’ closing argu-
ments. Among other things, 
Engoron wanted the for-
mer president and current 
Republican front-runner to 
promise he wouldn’t assail 
his adversaries in the case, 
the judge or others in the 
court system.

Trump’s legal team said 
those limitations unfairly 
muzzled him. They didn’t 
agree to the terms by the 
judge’s Wednesday deadline.

“Is anyone surprised 
anymore?” Trump attorney 
Alina Habba said in a state-
ment after Engoron wrote 
that he assumed Trump was 
not agreeing to the restric-
tions and therefore would 
not be speaking.

The trial could cost Trump 
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in penalties and strip him 
of his ability to do business in 
New York. He’s fighting alle-
gations that his net worth was 
inflated by billions of dollars 

on financial statements that 
helped him secure business 
loans and insurance.

The former president 
denies any wrongdoing, and 
he has lambasted the case 
as a “hoax” and a political 
attack on him. The judge 
is a Democrat, as is New 
York Attorney General Leti-
tia James, who brought the 
lawsuit.

The trial came after 
Engoron decided, in a pre-
trial ruling, that Trump had 
engaged in fraud for years. 
The judge ordered at that 
point that a receiver take 
control of some of the ex-
president’s properties, but 
an appeals court has put that 
order on hold.

The trial concerns remain-
ing claims of conspiracy, 
insurance fraud and falsifying 
business records. Engoron 
will decide the verdict.

It’s extremely uncom-
mon for people who have 
lawyers to give their own 
closing arguments. But 
Trump’s lawyers had sig-
naled privately to the judge 
last week that the ex-pres-
ident planned to deliver a 
summation personally, in 
addition to arguments from 
his legal team. James’ office 
objected, saying that the 
proposal would effectively 
amount to testimony with-
out cross-examination.

In an email exchange 
filed in court Wednesday, 
Engoron initially approved 
the request, saying he was 
“inclined to let everyone 
have his or her say.”

But he said Trump’s 
remarks would have to stay 
within the bounds of “com-
mentary on the relevant, 
material facts that are in evi-
dence, and application of the 
relevant law to those facts.”

Trump would not be 
allowed to introduce new 
evidence, “comment on 
irrelevant matters” or 
“deliver a campaign speech” 
— or impugn the judge, his 
staff, the attorney general, 
her lawyers or the court sys-
tem, the judge wrote.

Trump attorney Chris-
topher Kise responded 
that those limitations were 
“fraught with ambiguities, 
creating the substantial like-
lihood for misinterpretation 
or unintended violation.” 
Engoron said that they were 
“reasonable, normal limits” 
and would allow for com-
ments on the attorney gen-
eral’s arguments but not per-
sonal attacks.

Kise termed the restric-
tions “very unfair.”

“You are not allowing 
President Trump, who has 
been wrongfully demeaned 
and belittled by an out of 
control, politically motivat-
ed attorney general, to speak 
about the things that must be 
spoken about,” the attorney 
wrote.

“I won’t debate this yet 
again. Take it or leave it,” 
the judge shot back, with 
an all-caps addition saying 
he wouldn’t push back an 
already extended and immi-
nent deadline to resolve the 
matter. The deadline passed 

without a response from 
Trump’s lawyers.

Earlier in the exchange, 
the judge also denied Kise’s 
request to postpone clos-

ing arguments until Jan. 29 
because of the death Tues-
day of Trump’s mother-in-
law, Amalija Knavs. The 
judge expressed condolenc-

es but said he was sticking 
to the scheduled date, cit-
ing the security and logis-
tics required for Trump’s 
planned visit to court.
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JANUARY 11 - 6 p.m. - Estate of Mary Lynn 
Lautzenheiser, seller. 4917 E. 100 N., Bluffton, 
IN. One-of-a-kind property w/quick access to 
Bluffton, Decatur, Fort Wayne. Main home was 
once township school building, and has covered 
porch walk through to previous dance studio 
that has potential to be fourth living unit. Prop-
erty also offers detached two car garage and 
two-unit apartment building. Isaac Stoller, sale 
manager, The Steffen Group Inc., http://www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
JANUARY 12 - 10 a.m. - Secured creditors & 
various consignors, owners. 815 Adams St., 
Decatur. Online only truck and equipment auc-
tion. Online bidding only. Offering 500+ lots! 
2012-2014 Freightliner M2106 box trucks, dump 
trucks, day cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, buck-
et trucks, utility & semi trailers, SUV’s, pickup 
trucks, 250+ various skid steer attachments, 
various truck parts, fencing, work benches, 
tool boxes and much more! Accepting consign-
ments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, Kjauction.com.
JANUARY 14-JANUARY 21 - (online only 
auction) – Various consignors, sellers. 1999 
Ford F350 truck with lift bucket, antiques, dis-
play cases, advertising memorabilia, jewelry 
and pocket watches, Fenton and Indiana glass, 
mid-century modern, industrial quality fans and 
tools. Preview: Jan. 16th and Thurs. Jan. 18 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 118 East Craig Street, 
Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOS-
ING JANUARY 16 - 10 a.m. EST - Carmel 
Wellness and secured creditors, owner. Liq-
uidation of Carmel Wellness featuring decom-
pression table w/tension machine, body and 
therapy tables, hydraulic tables, washer and 
dryer, folding tables, chairs, desks, office sup-
plies, and much more! Auction pick up Jan. 17, 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOS-
ING JANUARY 17 - 6 p.m. EST. - Gary Meyer, 
owner. Online only commercial real estate auc-
tion! 1,376 sq. feet building, 2 bay service area, 
15’x16’ office space, paved parking lot, .46 acre 
triangle lot located on N. Main Street, (Hwy. 27)! 
Zoned: Commercial. Year built: 1950. Wabash 
Township, Section 29, Adams County, Indi-
ana, South Adams School Corp. Auction pre-
view by appointment, 617 N. Main St., Geneva. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-

7402, Kjauction.com.
JANUARY 23 - 2-6 p.m. ET - Online - Farm: 
Susan Dunn Estate. Property Location: Three 
miles southeast of Markle, IN and Wells Co., 
Rockcreek Twp. 207.3+/- total acres, high qual-
ity farmland, mostly tillable. Tracts 1 & 2: Locat-
ed on both sides of 200 N between 200 W and 
300 W. Tract 3: Located at intersection of 300 
N and 500 W. Tract 1: 19.83+/- acres. Tract 2: 
110+/- acres. Tract 3: 77.47+/- acres. Halder-
man Real Estate & Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, halderman.com, Rick Johnloz, 260-
827-8181.
JANUARY 30 - 10 a.m. EDT - Stetzel Farm 
LLC. Farm machinery retirement auction. Trac-
tors, planters, harvest equipment, tillage, mis-
cellaneous and farm related, trucks and trailers. 
Timed online. No reserve. Inspection Jan. 20 
and Jan. 29 from noon to 4 p.m., 7204 S 200 
E, Warren. Contact Mike Stetzel, 260-450-2370, 
with equipment questions or to set up an inspec-
tion appointment. Merit Auctions, 833-273-9300, 
www.meritauctions.com, auction manager: Zach 
Hiner, 260-437-2771. 
JANUARY 30 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m. ET - Online - 
Farm: Mann Farm. Property Location: Three 
miles northwest of Craigville, IN; 1/4 mile south 
of US 224 along 500 E in Lancaster Township, 
Wells County. 36.75+/- total acres, 34.5+/- till-
able, 2.25+/- non-tillable, high quality farmland, 
Wells Co. Soil Types: Pewamo silty clay loam, 
Bount Del-Rey silt loam; WAPI: 140.6 bu. corn, 
43.8 bu. soybeans. Additional information, drone 
flight, photos available at halderman.com. Hal-
derman Real Estate & Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, Rick Johnloz: 260-827-8181, Neal 
Wolheter: 260-336-2219.
FEBRUARY 12 - 6 p.m. - Daniel E. Schloss, 
Elizabeth L. Burchfield (f/k/a Elizabeth L. 
Schloss), Estate of Meshell L. Schloss. Wells 
County 4-H Community Center, Bluffton. Online 
bidding available. 164+/-A offered in 8 Tracts 
or combination. Productive tillable land, profes-
sionally designed and stocked pond, recreation-
al woods, newer tree plantings w/conservation 
grasses, potential country building sites, Hun-
tington County, Salamonie Township. Inspec-
tions Jan. 13, 10a.m.-1p.m., Feb. 5, 3-5p.m., 
call for private showing. Auction managers: 
Jerry Ehle, 260-410-1996, Steven C. Coil, 260-
446-2037, Schrader Real Estate and Auction 
Company, Inc., schraderauction.com, 800-451-
2709.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
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preserving the family assets from the high cost 
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As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

Primary 
Contracting, LLC Free Estimates and 

Inspections for remodeling

260-223-4276 Ask for Edwin Wickey

an munch more! competitive rates!
house’s and barns - metal or shingle roofs

Decks or new construction additions pole Barns

Goods & services 
directory

            Public Sale
         Calendar

By FARNOUSH AMIRI 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Republicans on Wednesday took 
the first step toward holding Hunt-
er Biden in contempt of Congress 
for defying a congressional sub-
poena. They advanced the charge 
to a full House vote just hours 
after the president’s son sparked 
a momentary political frenzy by 
appearing in the front row for part 
of the debate.

The House Oversight and Judi-
ciary committees each passed 
contempt charges against the 
younger Biden with unanimous 
Republican support and all Demo-
crats opposed. The action sets up 
a House vote on recommending 
criminal charges against a member 
of President Joe Biden’s family as 
the GOP moves into the final stag-
es of an impeachment inquiry into 
the president himself.

If the House votes to hold 
Hunter Biden in contempt, it will 
be up to the Department of Justice, 
specifically the U.S. attorney for 
the District of Columbia, to decide 
whether to prosecute.

It’s the latest step for the inqui-
ry, which began in September, 
but has so far failed to uncover 
evidence directly implicating the 

president in wrongdoing involving 
his son’s business dealings.

Hunter Biden has defended his 
lack of compliance with the GOP-
issued subpoena, which ordered 
him to appear for closed-door tes-
timony in mid-December. Biden 
and his attorneys said information 
from private interviews can be 
selectively leaked and manipulated 
by House Republicans and insisted 
that he would only testify in public

The arrival of the president’s 
son at the Oversight Commit-
tee, which has been engaged in a 
yearlong probe, sitting in the audi-
ence with his legal team, includ-
ing attorney Abbe Lowell, sent the 
panel into chaos.

One Republican Rep. Nancy 
Mace of South Carolina, insist-
ed that Hunter Biden be quickly 
arrested. GOP Rep. Marjorie 
Taylor Greene of Georgia called 
him a coward as he left during 
her remarks. Democratic law-
makers argued that Biden, who 
has refused to testify to the panel 
behind closed doors, should be 
allowed to speak publicly.

Committee Chairman James 
Comer struggled to regain control. 
“Mr. Biden doesn’t make the rules, 
we make the rules,” he said.

Hunter Biden and his attorneys 

left the committee room shortly 
after, making a brief statement to 
reporters outside. Lowell reiter-
ated Wednesday that, unlike the 
president, his client “was and is a 
private citizen.”

“Despite this, Republicans 
have sought to use him as a sur-
rogate to attack his father,” he 
said. “And, despite their improper 
partisan motives, on six different 
occasions, since February of 2023, 
we have offered to work with the 
House committees to see what and 
how relevant information to any 
legitimate inquiry could be pro-
vided.”

Hunter Biden’s only remarks 
to reporters were when asked 
why he had his father on speaker 
phone several times during busi-
ness meetings. “If he called you, 
would you answer the phone?” he 
responded.

White House press secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre also empha-
sized Wednesday that Hunter 
Biden is a private citizen, and she 
refused to say whether the White 
House was informed in advance of 
his surprise appearance on Capitol 
Hill.

“He makes his own decisions 
like he did today,” Jean-Pierre 
said.

If the contempt referral against 
Hunter Biden passes the full 
House it would be yet another 
challenge for federal prosecutors 
already under heavy scrutiny for 
their handling of charges against 
him related to his taxes and gun 
use.

Shelving the contempt of Con-
gress charges would likely further 
stoke conservative criticism that 
the Justice Department is politi-
cized — especially given that two 
one-time advisers to former Presi-
dent Donald Trump were pros-
ecuted for contempt of Congress 
by the Biden administration. But 
prosecuting contempt cases can be 
difficult.

Further angering Republicans, 
Hunter Biden did come to the 
Capitol on the day specified by 
the subpoena — but not to testify. 
Instead, he stood behind micro-
phones outside the U.S. Capitol 
complex — a couple hundred 
feet away from the awaiting GOP 
investigators — and delivered a 
rare public statement defending 
his business affairs and castigating 
the yearslong investigations into 
him and his family.

“There is no evidence to sup-
port the allegations that my father 
was financially involved in my 

business because it did not hap-
pen,” the president’s son said in 
those remarks.

He added, “There is no fairness 
or decency in what these Repub-
licans are doing — they have 
lied over and over about every 
aspect of my personal and profes-
sional life — so much so that their 
lies have become the false facts 
believed by too many people.

Speaker Mike Johnson gave his 
stamp of approval Wednesday to 
the contempt process, saying that 
the House must uphold its subpoe-
na power.

“We have to do this. This is our 
role. It’s our responsibility, “the 
Louisiana Republican said during 
a press conference. But, he added, 
“we’re not taking any pleasure in 
this.”

The contempt resolution, 
released by Republicans on Mon-
day, reads behavior has been 
“contemptuous, and he must be 
held accountable for his unlawful 
actions.”

While Republicans say their 
inquiry is ultimately focused on 
the president, they have taken par-
ticular interest in Hunter Biden 
and his overseas business dealings, 
questioning whether the president 
profited from that work.

Republicans push ahead with Hunter Biden contempt charge 

Judge says Trump won’t give closing argument at civil fraud trial




