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Southern Wells vies for a piece of Paddlefish Solar

SWCS board, county officials discuss possible
future of economic development payments

By HOLLY GASKILL

Community members flooded the media
center of Southern Wells Junior-Senior High
Tuesday night to stake their claim on possi-
ble economic development payments com-
ing into the county with the Paddlefish Solar
development.

The item had been touched on during
the last school district board meeting, par-
ticularly regarding a large group’s desire to
build a new auxiliary gym. During the con-

versation, board members called commu-
nity members to bring their requests to the
Wells County Council.

Subsequently, Council President Seth
Whicker asked SWCS Board President
Todd Fiechter to discuss the matter at the
upcoming board meeting. Also present were
council members Vicki Andrews and Brian
Lambert, Commissioner President Mike
Vanover, Executive Director of Wells Coun-
ty Economic Development Chad Kline, and

From the front row left to right, Kim Barger, representing Valero, Erin Prible, executive director
of the Chamber of Commerce, Jessica Bricker, Mark Brown, Valero plant manager, Dawn Don-
nelly, Brittany Kong, Matt Wilson; back row left to right: Joshua Peppers, Ryan Benedict, Jason
Elzey, Ben Renkenberger, Bruce Snyder. Donnelly, Kong, Wilson, Peppers, Benedict, Elzey and
Snyder, all representing Valero. (Photo by Jonathan Snyder)

Valero Renewables Named
2023 Business Of The Year

By JONATHAN SNYDER

Valero Renewables’s recent employee
appreciation luncheon had an extra surprise
for the workers — the announcement of the
company as Business of the Year.

Valero was honored Tuesday with the
award, as several members from the Wells
Chamber of Commerce and community
were in on the surprise.

As the workers were presented with a
dessert and balloons, complementing the
array of food already available, Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director Erin Prible
spoke about Valero’s mark on the commu-
nity, both financially and in manpower.

“Your commitment to filling gaps and
making a positive impact on so many
aspects of our community is truly com-
mendable,” said Prible.

Valero was officially nominated by Kim
Barger, an administrative employee of Vale-
10, and was supported by United Way Wells,
the Boys and Girls Club of Bluffton and the
4-H Backpack Program.

Valero officially entered Bluffton in 2018
after acquiring the ethanol facility from
Green Plains. According to Valero, 135
million gallons of ethanol can be produced
per year from the Bluffton plant. The corn
needed for ethanol production is primarily
purchased locally, with Valero buying more

than 38 percent of the corn grown in the
Bluffton area.

But Valero’s impact stretches farther than
local farmers as employees are encour-
aged to get involved in local community
events. Valero employees helped direct
runners on the appropriate path to take
during The Chicks Run on June 22 of this
year, collected health and hygiene supplies
for Grace and Mercy Transitional Housing
and helped pack bags for the Wells County
Backpack Program in November. Valero has
also donated more than $320,000 to United
Way Wells since 2019.

“We have made tremendous strides
in 2023 ... we will set some high goals in
2024, said Barger. “I sincerely want to
thank you for all of your hard work at the
plant and for your generosity ... I hope to
expand it (our community involvement) so
we get more employees involved and more
businesses involved.”

Plant Manager Mark Brown has been
with Valero for about 19 years, but recently
took the role at the Bluffton plant a couple
of months ago. Throughout the years, he has
seen the needs of communities and is look-
ing to continue the legacy left by the previ-
ous plant manager Justin Moen.

“I know Justin was involved with a

(Continued on Page 2)

Trena Roudebush and Mary Solada, who
represented Paddlefish Solar.

The foremost item Kline and Whicker
addressed was the timing of the economic
development payments. In exchange for
a 10-year total tax abatement, Paddlefish
Solar will pay the county at least $8.5 mil-
lion. However, this total will be delivered in
portions as the project begins its operation.
Roudebush said the group is currently aim-
ing to begin southern Wells County con-
struction in 2026.

The project itself has also not yet been
approved, Kline emphasized. The economic
development agreement has been made, but

the company still has to get project plans
approved by the Area Plan Commission and
multiple other entities before it can consider
breaking ground.

In short, the county is a long way from
seeing $8.5 million.

“If that project moves forward — and
that’s an important thing to understand,”
Kline reiterated.

That considered, Fiechter asked the offi-
cials present to consider pledging a certain
percentage of the payments for the district’s
use. Fiechter stated the district currently
receives roughly 60 percent of taxes and,

(Continued on Page 2)

Bluffton council members
take oath of office; approve
fire salary amendment

By JONATHAN SNYDER

Bluffton Common Council focused on
old business items in its meeting Tuesday,
but two members looked towards their
future on the board.

Council members Chandler Gerber and
Scott Mentzer in front of other members
— Janella Stronczek, Rick Elwell and Josh
Hunt — officially took the oath of office
for Common Council at Tuesday’s meeting
because they will be absent on Jan. 1. The
other members will be sworn in on the tra-
ditional date.

After the proceedings, the council then
approved of a new amendment to the Fire
Department’s salary ordinance. Under the
old ordinance, the methods and certifica-
tions needed to climb the ranking ladder
were not as clear as they could be. The goal
of the amendment is to make procedures

more relevant to what the fire department is
doing now.

While the numbers for salaries are not
changing, the wording of how full-time,
part-time and paid-on-call employees can
improve their rank is. Full-time and part-
time employees have different ladders they
climb to make it to the rank they want.
Elwell stated that at the end of the day
these are industry certifications that our
firefighters will need if they wish to prog-
ress.

“We want good language for what we
need.” said Hunt.

Furthermore, Gerber introduced a discus-
sion about the initial plan from Ferguson
Marketing about the rebranding initiative for
Bluffton. Before the council meeting Gerber
met with Ferguson to discuss the bigger pic-

(Continued on Page 2)

Zoning board discusses pickle
over potential pickleball courts

By JONATHAN SNYDER

The Board of Zoning Appeals approved
a variance to reduce the 25-foot requirement
for road frontage for Bob Meyer’s property
on South Main Street.

Meyer requested a variance to reduce the
requirement for road frontage on his prop-
erty to 12.5 feet. This will not require any
changes to the road itself, but rather the 25
feet of asphalt will be split between a build-
ing owned by ANS Enterprises, and Mey-
er’s property.

Meyer plans on building a new indoor
pickleball court facility with the property
next to the ANS building. Meyer stated
that there are a group of people in Bluff-
ton who are avid players and the only
indoor pickleball courts they can use are
in the YMCA. Meyer’s new project hopes
to reduce the headaches caused by the
YMCA’s multi-purpose courts that pickle-

ball is played on.

Meyer stated that the new facility should
allow people to play on their schedule with
their friends. After paying a monthly fee for
facility maintenance, players will be able to
declare their intentions to play at specific
times on a smartphone application. Play-
ers will then be sent a passcode to unlock
the building at that time and the lights will
automatically turn on for them. The facility
is also meant to be attendant-free, so costs
can be kept as minimal as possible.

After the present board members —
Tim Rohr, Tyson Brooks and Bill Dowty
— voted to approve the variance, they
expressed their excitement over the poten-
tial of the new facility. Tracy Gentis and
Jerry Petzel were absent.

“That’ll be exciting,”
“That’s cool.”

said Brooks.

jonathan@news-banner.com

Indiana lawmakers discuss chronic school absenteeism

School officials say solving the statewide chronic
absenteeism problem will require multiple approaches

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana lawmakers are adamant
that moving bills to help improve
student literacy and bolster career
readiness is high-priority in the
upcoming legislative session. But
their efforts could end up fruit-
less if the state can’t solve another
issue plaguing schools: Hoosier
kids aren’t showing up to the
classroom.

The latest Indiana data shows

that about 40 percent of students
statewide missed 10 or more
school days last year, and nearly
one in five were “chronically
absent” for at least 18 days.
Student absences have been
on the rise since the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic in Indiana
and across the nation. Although
Indiana’s latest numbers show
slight improvements, absentee
rates during the 2022-23 school
year were still 8 percent higher

than before the pandemic.

Educators around the state say
the reasons for absences vary, but
family challenges some students
face at home, along with hard-
to-break tendencies to keep kids
home when even mildly unwell —
a habit borne out of the pandemic
— are key factors. And schools are
getting creative to try to combat
the growing problem.

Education experts note that
being absent as few as three days

out of the school year affects test
scores and overall academic per-
formance. Getting to school every
day also helps kids develop a rou-
tine and increases their influential
engagement time with adults.

The student demographic
groups with the largest gaps in
state language arts and math test-
ing since the pandemic are more
likely to be chronically absent.

To that end, Indiana Secretary
of Education Katie Jenner, along
with Republican state legislative
leaders, have said that high rates of
absenteeism are likely contributing
to the state’s dismal literacy rates.

One in five third-graders currently
lacks foundational reading skills,
which Jenner and others are call-
ing ““a crisis.”

Lawmakers and local offi-
cials are in tandem that part of the
response needs to include more
targeted efforts to get kids show-
ing up to school consistently.

But agreeing on new policies
could prove more challenging.
Some ideas emphasize increased
relationship-building between
schools and parents, and direct-
ing more resources at schools to
help hire additional support staff,

(Continued on Page 3)
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Southern Wells

(Continued from Page 1)
considering the payments circumvent
tax distribution, he believes the dis-
trict should receive the same portion it
would have without the tax abatement.

While recognizing the validity of
the request, Kline and Whicker dis-
puted several assumptions made in the
statement. Whicker first advised that
it was unlikely the company would’ve
chosen to come to Wells County with-
out the tax abatement.

Kline said the payments still bring
in roughly 80 percent of the taxes that
would have been collected and noted
that the rate was very competitive
within Indiana. He also emphasized
that it would still be a net increase for
the district, as the land itself will be
taxed at 10 times its current agricultur-
al usage. “It’s not money lost,” Kline
said. The company has also pledged to
invest at least $250 million in the proj-
ect.

Whicker added that there are also
considerations for the southern part
of the county outside the school dis-
trict itself. He cited the county’s EMS,
which loses $1.2 million annually,
$400,000 of which he said occurs in
southern Wells.

“I think it would be a little bit irre-
sponsible to start talking about how
you’re going to spend that money
before you receive it — is that not
finance 101?” Kline said.

“I’m not going to (commit to) that
without a plan,” Vanover added. “I
have no way to know what the land-
scape will be like and that would be
completely irresponsible.”

Whicker also stressed that by the
time these payments begin, the county
and its officials could look quite differ-
ent.

Business of the

(Continued from Page 1)

few things, and I plan on
being involved in those
same things,” said Brown.
“Maybe I can do a few more
things within the community
and let people know that we
are here to be a member of
the community and work
with them.”

Barger echoed Brown’s
sentiments about get-
ting more organizations
involved. She wants to see
Valero reach places in Bluft-
ton that they have not been
yet.

“We are always trying
to get our name out there,”
said Barger. “With the hand-

“I have no problem saying that
a lot of that money needs to benefit
this southern part of the county,”
Whicker said. “What does it look
like? (That’s) a whole other discus-
sion, because we don’t fully know
what the needs are going to be in this
part of the county.”

Regarding the desire to build an
auxiliary gym, Andrews advised the
district may need to consider bond-
ing the project. Vanover added that he
would be willing to assist with future
projects, but they would need to devel-
op plans first.

All officials present expressed a
desire to give the school district a share
of the potential funds.

Lambert, in particular, endorsed 100
percent of the payments benefitting
the southern part of the county. “That
would be my goal, sitting in the seat
that you guys helped me get elected
into. That’s my position, and that’s
where I stand,” he said.

Superintendent Trent Lehman
recalled his appearance at the tax
abatement hearing over a year ago,
when he had just started with the dis-
trict. “I just asked that, when the time
comes, (Southern Wells) have a seat at
the table,” Lehman said.

“If I’'m still there, and I think I can
speak for the others, but you will have
a seat at the table,” Whicker affirmed.
“We will make sure of that.” Whicker
also asked the school board and com-
munity members to remain active in
conversations.

Fiechter gave his thanks for the con-
versation and the discussion concluded
with applause.

In closing, Lehman noted that the
board would meet next at 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 11.

During the meeting, the board also:

 Approved a virtual day on March
7 for grades 7-10 and 12 while juniors
take the SAT at the school.

* Recognized Kaleb Shepard as the
recipient of an HVAC scholarship and
Southern Wells Teacher of the Year
David Butler.

* Approved facility use requests
from Post Prom Parents to use the
Raider Dome May 3-5 and Paddle-
fish Solar to hold a public information
meeting in the elementary cafeteria
from 5-9 p.m. Jan. 24.

* Accepted donations from Calvary
Lutheran Church for the elementary
lunch fund; Heath Bros Ag, Coons
Show Lambs, Pennville Lodge of
Freemasons 212, BinegarFarms and
Leas Electric for archery; Psi Iota Xi
for the school libraries; Buckets for
Santa for families in need; Clean Fuels
National and an anonymous donor for
overdue lunch accounts; and Six Mile
Church Missions for past due lunch
accounts in the junior-senior high
school.

* Received resignations from ele-
mentary instructional assistant Cathy
Leucke, Tonia Harris as second shift
custodian and Taylor Roush as eighth
grade volleyball coach.

e Approved the employment recom-
mendation of Annette Thompson as
FFA assistant adviser. An agreement
for Chris Hartman and Abby Ramsey
to receive stipends for a technology
integration position was also approved.

» Approved fundraiser requests for
mini cheer camp Feb. 20-24 and soft-
ball calendars Dec. 20-Jan. 13.

* Approved a field trip request for
juniors and seniors to travel to New
York City Oct. 16-19,2024.

holly@news-banner.com

Year

Mark Brown gives a speech congratulating the employees on their hard work for the community.

LOCAL/NATION

Weather

Wednesday, December 20, 2023
(24-hour observations at 10:53 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 33; Low: 21; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.24

feet at 10:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast

Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 43. South wind
around 10 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 28. South

wind around 5 mph.

Thursday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 45. South-

east wind around 5 mph.

Thursday Night: A 20 percent chance of rain after 1
a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 34. Southeast wind

around 5 mph.

Friday: A 40 percent chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, with

a high near 46.

Friday Night: Rain likely, mainly before 1 a.m. Cloudy,
with a low around 39. Chance of precipitation is 60 percent.

Saturday: A 30 percent chance of rain before 1 p.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 49.

Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 41.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance of rain after 1 p.m. Mostly

cloudy, with a high near 54.

Sunday Night: A 40 percent chance of rain. Mostly

cloudy, with a low around 44.

Christmas Day: Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with a high
near 57. Chance of precipitation is 60 percent.
Monday Night: Rain likely. Cloudy, with a low around

46.

Bluffton council

(Continued from Page 1)
ture of what’s required from
the rebrand.

The initial plan is estimat-
ed to cost $25,000 to $35,000
to fully implement. Mentzer,
Hunt and Elwell talked about
specific parts of the Fergu-
son plan that were unclear.
After further discussion on a
potential cost for each section
of the rebrand and the use
of Chamber of Commerce
material in the rebrand, the
council requested more infor-
mation from Ferguson before
they take action.

Additionally, the coun-
cil approved to give $5,000
to Hannah’s House to help

fund the purchase of a new
vehicle. The vehicle will
allow everyone in Hannah’s
House to travel to events in
one car instead of multiple
trips. The matter was tabled
at the last meeting so the
council could find the appro-
priate pathway to fund the
expense.

The council also final-
ized the council appointees
for the Bluffton Redevelop-
ment Commission. Hunt and
Gerber will join the May-
or’s appointees, Stronczek,
Elwell and Mentzer, on the
Redevelopment Commis-
sion.

jonathan@news-banner.com

Israeli airstrikes Kill
dozens of Palestinians
across the Gaza Strip

RAFAH, Gaza Strip (AP) — The Israeli army has raided

ful of organizations that ...
we have a relationship with,
they are very appreciative of
what we have done. I still
kind of feel with the rest of
the community, they don’t
know who we are (and)
what we do.”

(Photo by Jonathan Snyder)

One of Brown’s goals
for next year is to get on a
first-name basis with some
of the Bluffton Common
Council members. He also
hopes to further accelerate

Valero’s ability to serve in
different capacities.

“If you see the need of
the community and you
work with the community,
the employees see that,” said

Brown. “You’ve got a busi-
ness that’s not only there to
do their thing but they’re
there to help the commu-
nity.”
Jjonathan@news-banner.com

Immigration fuels uptick in U.S. population growth

By MIKE SCHNEIDER
Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — The
number of immigrants to the U.S.
jumped to the highest level in two
decades this year, driving the nation’s
overall population growth, according
to estimates released Tuesday by the
U.S. Census Bureau.

The United States added 1.6 million
people, more than two-thirds of which
came from international migration,
bringing the nation’s population total
to 334.9 million. It marks the second
year in a row that immigration pow-
ered population gains.

A decline in the number of deaths
since the depths of the COVID-19
pandemic also contributed to the U.S.
growth rate.

Population gains stem from immi-
gration and births outpacing deaths.

After immigration declined in
the latter half of last decade and
dropped even lower amid pandemic-
era restrictions, the number of immi-
grants last year bounced back to
almost 1 million people. The trend
continued this year as the nation
added 1.1 million people, according
to Census Bureau figures compiled
by William Frey, a demographer at
The Brookings Institution.

It is a sign of things to come. With-
out immigration, the U.S. population is
projected to decline as deaths are fore-
cast to outpace births by the late 2030s.

“The immigration piece is going to
be the main source of growth in the
future,” Frey said.

The census determines how many
U.S. congressional seats each state
gets. If trends continue through the

2030 count, California could lose four
U.S. House seats and New York three.
Texas could gain four seats and Florida
could add three, according to an analy-
sis by the Brennan Center for Justice.

While low by historical standards,
2023’s half-percent growth rate was a
slight uptick from the 0.4 percent rate
last year and the less than 0.2 percent
increase in 2021.

There were about 300,000 fewer
deaths this year compared with a year
earlier. That helped double the natural
increase to more than 500,000 peo-
ple in 2023, contributing to the larg-
est U.S. population gain since 2018,
according to estimates that measure
change from mid-2022 to mid-2023.
The population increased in 42 states,
up from last year’s 31 states.

The vast majority of growth, 87
percent, came from the South, a region
the Census Bureau defines as stretch-
ing from Texas to Maryland and Dela-
ware. But the concentration of growth
seen during the height of the pandemic
in Texas, Florida, North Carolina and
Georgia diminished in 2023.

“We peaked in the movement of
people to those Sun Belt hotshots,”
Frey said. “It’s tapering off a little bit.”

South Carolina’s 1.7 percent growth
rate topped all other states, and its
population rose by more than 90,000
residents. More than 90 percent of the
growth came from domestic migra-
tion, or people moving from another
U.S. state to South Carolina. Without
domestic and international migration,
the Palmetto State would have lost
population in 2023 with almost 1,300
more deaths than births.

Florida had the next-highest growth
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rate at 1.6 percent, adding more than
365,000 residents. That was also the
second-highest growth in terms of
raw numbers. Only Texas surpassed
it, gaining more than 473,000 people.
More people moved to Florida than
any other’s U.S. state this year, with
the almost 373,000 movers about
evenly split between domestic and
international. Significantly fewer resi-
dents died in Florida compared to last
year, leading to a natural decrease of
only around 7,600 people.

Of the 50 states, New York had the
biggest rate of population decline, los-
ing 0.5 percent. It also recorded the
largest decline in pure numbers, with
a drop of almost 102,000 residents,
although it marks a much smaller
decline than last year’s 180,000-person
drop. The almost 74,000 international
arrivals and the state’s natural increase
of more than 41,000 residents couldn’t
offset the almost 217,000 New Yorkers
who departed the state from mid-2022
to mid-2023.

California was still the nation’s
most populous state, with 38.9 mil-
lion residents, though it lost more than
75,000 residents this year. The decline
was an improvement from the more
than 113,000-person drop last year.
Texas was the second most populous
state with 30.5 million residents.

For the first time, Georgia surpassed
11 million people in 2023, joining only
seven other states above that popula-
tion threshold.

“Barring something completely
unforeseen, the 2020s are shaping up
to be the South’s decade,” the Brennan
Center for Justice said in a report on
Tuesday.
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and detained staff at two of the last functioning hospitals in
Gaza’s north, where the defense minister said Tuesday that
troops were working to completely clear out Hamas militants.

Israel bombarded towns across southern Gaza Tuesday
with airstrikes, killing at least 45 Palestinians and pressing
ahead with its offensive with renewed backing from the
United States, despite rising international alarm. The Israe-
li defense minister, Yoav Gallant, warned the campaign in
Gaza’s south will persist for months.

In a hospital in the southern town of Rafah, Mahmoud
Zoarab bid farewell to his two children — a 2-year-old boy,
and a girl born two weeks ago — killed in a predawn strike
on their home.

Wounded in the strike, he winced as he peeled back the
shrouds to look at their faces as his wife and mother stood
by his bed.

“Just two weeks old. Her name hadn’t even been reg-
istered,” said the children’s grandmother, Suzan Zoarab.
Addressing Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
she cried, “Does he think that by killing these children he
will achieve something? Have they succeeded now? Has he
achieved what he wants?”

Defense Minister Gallant said Israeli forces were entering
Hamas’ tunnel network in northern Gaza as part of a “final
clearing” of militants from the region. The densely built
urban north, including Gaza City, has seen ferocious fight-
ing between troops and militants, with Palestinian health
officials reporting dozens of people killed in bombardment
in recent days.

Israeli troops have raided a series of hospitals and shel-
ters in the north, detaining men in a search for militants and
expelling others taking refuge there.

Gallant said that in southern Gaza, operations will take
“months,” including the military’s assault on Khan Younis,
the territory’s second largest city. “We will not stop until we
reach our goals,” he said.

After meeting with Israeli officials Monday, U.S. Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin urged Israel to protect civilians but reit-
erated America’s support for Israel in its war against Hamas,
saying he was “not here to dictate timelines or terms.”

Austin’s remarks signaled that the U.S. would continue
shielding Israel from growing international calls for a cease-
fire as the U.N. Security Council again delayed a vote —
and would keep providing aid for one of the 21st century’s
deadliest military campaigns.

STRIKES ACROSS GAZA

Twenty-seven people were killed in the strike, along with
at least three others in a separate strike in Rafah, according
to Associated Press journalists who saw the bodies arrive at
two local hospitals early Tuesday.

Rafah, which is in the southern part of Gaza and where
Israel has told Palestinians to seek shelter, has been repeat-
edly bombarded, often killing large numbers of civilians.
Israel said Tuesday it had killed a prominent Hamas finan-
cier in an airstrike on Rafah, without specifying when it

occurred.
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Steven “Bus” Bussel, 70

Steven “Bus” A. Bussel, 70, of
Bluffton, passed away Monday
18, 2023, at
Parkview Hospital Randallia
hospice unit in Fort Wayne, after
battling a long-time illness.

Steve was born on Aug. 20,
in Bluffton, to Roy and
Helen (McAdams) Bussel. On Nov.
23, 1999, he married Anna M.
Snider in Kentucky; together they

A 1972 graduate of Bluffton
High School, Steve retired from Fort Wayne Metals in
2021 after 16 years of service. He was a member of the
Sons of the American Legion Post 111 in Bluffton. He
was an avid Chicago Bears and I.U. basketball fan, and
he also loved watching boxing. Steve loved his wife

In addition to his wife, Steve is survived by a
daughter, Tori (Todd) Brown of Butler; a stepdaughter,
Christine (Jon) Newell of Auburn; a stepson, Shawn
(Cindy) Moser of Hoagland; six granddaughters, two
grandsons and five great-grandkids (and one on the
way in March of 2024); and a brother, David (Cathy)

Steve was preceded in death by his parents.

No public services are planned at this time. A
memorial service will be held at a later date. Goodwin
— Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel in Bluffton has been
entrusted with the arrangements.

Memorial contributions in Steve’s memory may
be made to the American Diabetes Association and
can be mailed directly to Goodwin — Cale & Harnish
Memorial Chapel, 3220 East State Road 124, Bluffton,

condolences
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.

may be made at

School absenteeism

(Continued from Page 1)
for example. Other possible
solutions are more puni-
tive, however, and could
see local courts get more
involved in compelling stu-
dents to go to school.

“Schools are work-
ing really hard to improve
attendance, and we’re strug-
¢ling,” said Lee Ann Kwi-
atkowski, director of public
education, CEO at Mun-
cie Community Schools.
“We’re trying hard, but we
still have a lot of work yet to
do — this is something we
all have to combat together.”

What is — and is not —
chronic absenteeism?

According to the Indiana
Department of Education,
roughly 221,000 Hoosier
students were considered
chronically absent during
the 2022-23 academic year.

More than 400,000 stu-
dents missed at least 10
days of school — which,
per Indiana statute — made
them “habitually absent.”

A school day is consid-
ered missed if a student is
there for less than half of the
day.

The Indiana Code spe-
cifically defines chronic
absenteeism as being absent
18 or more days within a
school year for any rea-
son. That’s different from
“habitual truancy,” however,
which is defined as being
absent 10 days or more from
school within a school year
“without being excused or
without being absent under
a parental request that has
been filed with the school.”

Under the “compulsory
education” laws in Indi-
ana, children must regularly
attend school from the time
they’re seven years old until
they turn 18, with some
exceptions.

But unless they’re
excused, students who cut
class too often could end
up under a juvenile court’s
supervision. Absence build-
ups could also prompt pros-
ecutors to file misdemeanor
charges against Hoosier
parents, given that they are
legally responsible for mak-
ing sure their children go to
school.

Generally, it’s up to local
school districts to decide
when students’ absences are
excused, though state law
requires schools to excuse
absences for certain reasons,
including illness, mental or
physical incapacity, required
court appearances, helping
in elections, service as a page
for the general assembly, par-
ticipating in the state fair and
up to 120 minutes per week
of religious instruction.

It’s currently up to each
Indiana county prosecutor
to decide how to enforce
absence and truancy laws.

In a post-COVID world,
more kids stay home

Indiana fares better than
most other states for chronic
absenteeism, but in the last
three years, the rate of Hoo-
sier students who have been
chronically absent more
than doubled compared to

INCIDENTS

County:

Monday, 9:05 p.m.,
1200 North 500 West,
Bluffton. Caller report-
ed subject threatened to
throw the caller’s child
down the stairs. Subjects
stated there no issues and
they did not require offi-
cer assistance.

Tuesday, 5:19 a.m., Ind. 1
and East 300 South, Bluffton.
Caller reported a car accident
with multiple horses.
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Tuesday, 5:34 a.m., Ind.
1 and East 300 South, Bluff-
ton. Driver reported they
sideswiped a horse running
on Ind. 1. Second accident
reported.

Ossian:

Monday, 2:58 p.m., Ind.
1 and East 1050 North,
Ossian. Report of truck in
ditch. Driver advised he ran
out of gas. Officer stood by
until driver’s arranged help
arrived.

ACCIDENTS

County:

Monday, 5:16 a.m.,
Ind. 1 and East 300 South.
Preston Hamilton was
driving Northbound on
Ind. 1 when he observed
two horses in the middle
of the roadway. Hamil-
ton attempted to prevent
his Kia Sorento from col-
liding with the horses
but was unsuccessful.
Both horses died on the
scene. Hamilton com-
plained of head pain after

the accident. The vehicle
was towed by Freeman’s
and both horses were
removed from the road by
Pemberton’s.

ARRESTS

Jason Oliver Juillerat, 43,
Ossian, intimidation, a Level
5 felony, and stalking viola-
tions, a Level 6 felony. No
bond set.

Rafael Jose, 24, Bluffton,
theft — purse snatching, a
Class A misdemeanor. Bond
set at $1,500.

Community Health Network to pay government
$345M to settle Medicare fraud charges

INDIANAPOLIS (AP)
— An Indianapolis-based
health network has agreed
to pay the government $345
million to resolve charges it
defrauded Medicare by over-
paying doctors who referred
patients to its facilities, pros-
ecutors said Tuesday.

The agreement settles
allegations that senior man-
agement at Community
Health Network recruited
hundreds of doctors begin-
ning in 2008 and paid them
salaries that were signifi-

cantly higher than what they
received in their own private
practices, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice said.
Community Health sub-
mitted an unspecified num-
ber of claims to Medicare for
services that resulted from
the unlawful referrals, the
department said. That vio-
lated a federal statute known
as the Stark Law, which pro-
hibits hospitals from billing
for certain services referred
by physicians with whom
the hospital has a financial

relationship unless the doc-
tors’ compensation is con-
sistent with fair market value
and not based on the value
or volume of their referrals
to the hospital.

“The Stark Law was
enacted to ensure that the
clinical judgment of physi-
cians is not corrupted by
improper financial incen-
tives,” Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General
Brian Boynton, head of the
Justice Department’s Civil
Division, said in a news

release.

Community Health, in its
own news release, called the
allegations against it “tech-
nical violations.”

“This settlement, like
those involving other health
systems and hospitals,
relates to the complex, high-
ly regulated area of physi-
cian compensation,” spokes-
person Kris Kirschner said.

The settlement resolves
the government’s claims
with no finding of wrongdo-
ing, Community Health said.

school year, when just 11.2
percent met that definition.

The rate rose to 18.5 per-
cent in 2020-21 — the first
year after the pandemic —
and topped out at 21.1 per-
cent in the 2021-22 school
year, according to state data.

The 2022-23 data indi-
cates that 19.3 percent of
students were chronically
absent from school.

Black students saw the
largest percentage of chronic
absenteeism of any racial or
ethnic group last year. Only
White and Asian students
had below the state average.

English learners and stu-
dents eligible for free and
reduced lunch addition-
ally experience greater-than-
average rates of chronic
absenteeism, per state
records.

Still, chronic absenteeism
was higher in some schools
than in others. In 84 school
buildings, 50 percent of
students were chronically
absent. Another 270 schools
recorded one out of every
three students as chronically
absent, while 547 schools
had one in four students.

Statewide, 1,651 Hoosier
schools had at least one out
of every 10 students marked
as chronically absent,
according to state data.

Rates were typically
highest in high-poverty
urban school districts and
charter schools, while sub-
urban schools reported
lower rates.

Gary Community
Schools had the highest
chronic absenteeism rate
among the state’s public
school districts at about 66
percent. District officials
declined the Indiana Capital
Chronicle’s request to com-
ment on student absences.

Chronic absenteeism
was higher than 40 percent
in Muncie and South Bend
schools and over 30 percent
in Anderson, Richmond,
Indianapolis Public Schools
and at least two dozen other
districts.

Multiple rural districts
had high rates, too, includ-
ing 43.2 percent in Cannel-
ton, 37.5 percent in Madison
and 32.1 percent in Medora.

High rates of absenteeism,
especially chronic absen-
teeism, has been an ongo-
ing concern in South Bend
Schools, and challenges have
“spurred” since COVID-19,
said Diamond Robinson, the
district’s assistant superinten-
dent of academics.

“Chronic absences have
various reasons and con-
tributing factors, and these
can often be complex and
interconnected,” she said,
noting that common fac-
tors keeping students out of
class include chronic health

issues and family responsi-
bilities — such as caring for
younger siblings or dealing
with crises at home. Fami-
lies facing financial diffi-
culties might also encoun-
ter obstacles like a lack of
transportation or unstable
housing, making it challeng-
ing for students to attend
school consistently.

The demand for wrap-
around services with local
agencies “is great, and has
increased,” but “community
resources and agency man-
power” has not increased
with the rate of demand,
Robinson added.

As a result, “some fami-
lies are not prioritizing edu-
cation due to overwhelming
needs within their house-
hold,” she continued.

Robinson said, too, that
students’ boredom or feeling
disconnected from school
activities can lead to a lack
of motivation, making them
more prone to skipping
classes. Students who strug-
gle academically may also
avoid school “to escape the
challenges they face in the
classroom.”

Kwiatkowski, who leads
Muncie’s school system,
said further that families
are “far more comfortable,”
post-COVID, keeping their
students at home.

“If someone is sick, we
still don’t want them in
school. But before, when we
had days where we may not
feel our best or you have a
cold, you persevere through
it. And during the pandemic,
nobody tried to persevere
through it. We all stayed
home,” she said. “I believe
that has been a major
struggle for us to get that
reversed. Now, it’s chang-
ing that culture of, okay, you
have sniffles, you can still
be in school — we don’t
need you to stay home for a
lot of days anymore.”

“We let students stay
home and then they contin-
ued to do okay in school.
And now we’re saying we
need you here, and we have
a lot of ground to make up,
and you need to be in school
and to be present,” Kwiat-
kowski continued.

Regardless, students
who miss school often
tend to live in poverty, said
Brad Meadows, director
of district and community
engagement at Anderson
Community Schools, and
with that “comes a number
of challenges which make it
more difficult for students to
attend school regularly.”

All about ‘relationships’
— and incentives

Less surprising, chron-
ic absenteeism rates have
remained mostly lower in
suburban and more affluent
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districts like Carmel Clay
— at 8.4 percent — and in
Zionsville, which recorded
a 7.3 percent rate of chronic
absenteeism.

School leadership in
the Hanover Community
School Corporation, which
had a chronic absenteeism
rate of just 4.7 percent last
year, said regular commu-
nication with parents and
close monitoring of missing
students has helped keep
absenteeism at bay.

“Usually, it’s the same
kids who are out. Being a
smaller school helps — it’s
a little bit more of a per-
sonal touch. We know our
kids. Whereas I’ve worked
in a bigger school before, it’s
harder to know them all,”
said Hanover Central High
School assistant principal
Brian Parker. “I think the key
word here is relationships. It
starts on the ground floor.”

Another assistant prin-
cipal, Lori Bathurst, said
attendance letters are sent
to parents after a student
accumulates five unexcused
absences. Principal Tami
Kepshire added that stu-
dents who show early signs
of struggling attendance are
called in — along with their
families — to meet with
school administrators “right
away, before there becomes
an issue.”

Tying privileges like
prom attendance and being
allowed to drive to school
additionally encourages
good attendance, Hanover
officials said.

Incentives have been key
to lowering chronic absentee-
ism rates in Clarksville Com-
munity Schools, as well.

Instead of primarily
focusing on “punishments”
for absent students, Clarks-
ville schools are directing
efforts around “good behav-
ior,” said district spokesper-
son Brian Shaw.

Clarksville students who
participate in co-curricular
and extracurricular activities
tend to have better attendance
than those who don’t, Shaw
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continued. Recognizing that,
the district “has been mak-
ing a really big push” to get
more students involved in
clubs and sports. New ath-
letic teams and school-based
service groups have already
launched this school year.

Shaw said absentee-
ism rates for the district’s
brick-and-mortar schools —
which averaged 32 percent
in the 2023-2023 academic
year — are already showing
signs of improvement. Still,
he said some parents “have
gotten used to the leni-
ency” around absences that
was offered during the pan-
demic. Part of the district’s
attendance campaign now
aims “to educate parents
about how important atten-
dance is.”

“I think that is one of the
challenges that we run into
most — parents being edu-
cated on chronic absentee-
ism — because we found
that a lot of parents don’t
even know how to define
that,” Shaw said. “They don’t
know what that means.”

In Anderson, district
schools prioritize bussing
and offer free breakfasts and
lunches to all enrolled stu-
dents, Meadows said.

Nearby Muncie schools
have rolled out an even larg-
er initiative.

Kwiatkowski said
every school in the district
employs a “student assis-
tance coordinator” whose
main responsibility is to
improve attendance. They
communicate with families
about their child’s atten-

dance and “take proactive
approaches with students.”

“We have our list of stu-
dents who are chronically
absent, so every day, they’ll
go to the classrooms of all
those students to have a
check-in and say, ‘So glad
you’re here,’ just as another
way of connecting with that
student,” Kwiatkowski said.
The coordinators use other
forms of motivation, too,
like organizing McDon-
ald’s lunches for kids who
show up to school for two
weeks straight, and offering
an outdoor camping experi-
ence for good and improved
attendance.

Six “family navigators”
additionally work across the
district to help reduce barri-
ers to kids getting to school.

“If the student needs
shoes, if they don’t have a
winter coat, if they need an
alarm clock, if mom is work-
ing late and has trouble wak-
ing up in the morning, we
find other ways of being able
to help get that student up to
be able to get out to catch the
bus,” Kwiatkowski said.
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The House set a model
with the Santos expulsion

It won’t be too long before George
Santos fades into obscurity, at least as
far as Congress is concerned. Before that
happens, though, it’s worth spending a
moment on his expulsion, because this
was one of those rare instances where
the House set an example its future self
should follow.

To understand why, it’s helpful to
remember two key points. First, the
House Ethics Committee report issued
in mid-November was a bombshell,

laying out a case that, as the
report put it, Santos “sought (H 00 Si er
] [
Opinions

Lee
Hamilton

to fraudulently exploit every
aspect of his House candidacy
for his own personal financial
profit.” And second, separately
from what was going on in
Congress, Santos has been charged with illegally defraud-
ing his donors and using their money for personal benefit,
as well as with additional charges that include identity theft.
That case is still in the courts.

Pressure to do something about Santos, of course, has
been percolating in the House since even before he took
office, after The New York Times published an exposé a
couple of weeks before his swearing in. Its headline said it
all: “Who is Rep.-Elect George Santos? His Resume May
Be Largely Fiction.” Months of revelations about his lies
followed. Then came not one, but two separate attempts —
both unsuccessful —to expel him. They failed in large mea-
sure because House members who were reluctant to take a
step as momentous as expelling one of their own wanted to
wait until the Ethics Committee investigation was finished.

When the bipartisan report was finally published, it left
no room for doubt that committee members—the members
of Congress most familiar with Santos’s dealings—believed
he should be kicked out of office. The first two sentences of
the report made that clear, stating that “the evidence uncov-
ered by the Investigative Subcommittee (ISC) revealed that
Representative George Santos cannot be trusted. At nearly
every opportunity, he placed his desire for private gain
above his duty to uphold the Constitution, federal law, and
ethical principles.”

One key thing to remember is that in these highly par-
tisan times, the House hasn’t always been so patient. In
recent years, the House has censured members (GOP Rep.
Paul Gosar in 2021, Democratic Rep. Adam Schiff in 2023)
by bringing those measures directly to the floor—thus
bypassing not only the Ethics Committee and its bipartisan
process, but its ability to constrain destructive partisan pas-
sions. In the Santos case, the fact that the House waited
until the committee had done its work gave the next step
bipartisan legitimacy —especially since the expulsion reso-
lution members considered was one brought up by the GOP
chair of the committee, rather than a separate measure that
had been filed by two members of the Democratic minority.

At the same time, although there were plenty of legisla-
tors and commentators arguing that the House should wait
until after Santos was tried on his legal charges, it moved
ahead on its own. This was the right thing to do. It’s worth
remembering that the original name of the Ethics Commit-
tee when it was set up in 1967 (full disclosure: I sat on the
commission that helped set it up) was the Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct, and that from the beginning,
its role has been to consider the impact of members’ actions
on the integrity of the House. In other words, disciplin-
ary proceedings are not about the legality of a member’s
actions, but about conduct that discredits the House as an
institution. This is something members need to decide, not
judges or juries.

Once the Ethics Committee did the key job of sorting
out the basic facts and determining that what Santos had
done harmed the House by discrediting it and its members,
it was appropriate for the full House to act. It didn’t need
to wait for the legal charges to wind their way through the
courts.

In the end, then, the House served itself and the Ameri-
can people well by putting two vital considerations front
and center. First, it followed bipartisan procedure. Second,
it focused on an assault on the integrity of the institution.
Let’s hope it valued the experience enough to repeat it in
the future.

Lee Hamilton is a distinguished scholar with the I1U School of

Global and International Studies. He was a member of the U S.
House of Representatives for 34 years.

‘Who’s “Who

A continuing series on how to contact government officials

BLUFFTON CITY ELECTED OFFICIALS

John Whicker (R), Mayor, City Hall, 128 E. Market St.,
Bluffton, 824-1520. Home address: 510 Channing Way, phone
820-2399. Email: john.whicker@blufftonindiana.gov

Tamara Runyon (R), Clerk-Treasurer, City Hall, 128 E.
Market St., Bluffton, 824-0612. Email: tami@blufftonindiana.
gov

Chandler Gerber (R), 1st District Common Council. Home
address: 411 Stillwater, 273-8792. Email: chandler.gerber@
blufftonindiana.gov

Josh Hunt (R), 2nd District Common Council. Home
address: 734 N. Main St., 417-1024. Email: josh.hunt@bluff-
tonindiana.gov

Janella Stronczek (R), 3rd District Common Coun-
cil. Home address: 802 S. Main St., 273-1539. Email: janella.
stronczek @blufftonindiana.gov

Scott Mentzer (R), 4th District Common Council and Com-
mon Council President. Home address: 628 E. South St., 615-
1566. Email: scott.mentzer@blufftonindiana.gov

Rick Elwell (R), Common Council at-large, 704 W. Dust-
man Road, 827-8216. Email: rick.elwell@ blufftonindiana.gov

Robert Bate (R), City Court Judge, Police-Fire Building,
200 E. Market St., , 824-3392. Email: court@ blufftonindiana.
gov

Today in History

LOOK, MARLEY... | KNOW
YOU'RE TRYING TO SCARE
ME AND ALL, BUT NOW IT'S
MY TURN... TAKE A LOOK
AT THIS GROCERY BILL
GINCE YOU DIED .

By The Associated Press

Today is Wednesday,
Dec. 20, the 354th day of
2023. There are 11 days left
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History: On Dec. 20, 1803,
the Louisiana Purchase was
completed as ownership of
the territory was formally
transferred from France to
the United States.

On this date:

In 1860, South Caro-
lina became the first state
to secede from the Union as
all 169 delegates to a special
convention in Charleston

voted in favor of separation.

In 1864, Confederate
forces evacuated Savan-
nah, Georgia, as Union
Maj. Gen. William T. Sher-
man nearly completed his
“March to the Sea.”

In 1945, the Office
of Price Administration
announced the end of war-
time tire rationing, effective
Jan. 1, 1946.

In 1963, the Berlin Wall
was opened for the first time
to West Berliners, who were
allowed one-day visits to
relatives in the Eastern sec-
tor for the holidays.

forgotten what was under your tree.

Most gifts wear out, break, or are given or thrown
away at some point. What if you could give a gift
that would literally keep on giving and continue to
influence the lives of others for generations to come?
Would that be worth more than material stuff?

Such an opportunity exists through the Children’s
Scholarship Fund (CSF), which has been helping
especially low-income parents have a choice and
children a chance to have a better education and a

better life.

I am a regular contributor to CSF and have seen
the difference it has made in the lives of children,
many of whom were locked in failing public schools

thanks to certain politicians

A gift that will keep

Admit it. Unless you received a big-ticket item for
Christmas last year - such as a car - you likely have

as tutoring.

warming.

and teachers unions that
oppose school choice for
strictly political reasons, while
some hypocritically send their
kids to private schools. Illinois
recently and cynically refused
to continue funding a popular
school choice program in the
state that was benefiting 9,600
low-income kids. It expires
Dec.31.

CSF is showing positive

results. President and CEO Darla Romfo says during
just the current academic year scholarships are being

provided to 33,945 students nationwide.

In New York City alone, CSF is providing schol-
arships to more than 7,000 children this year. They
are attending more than 200 low-tuition private
independent and faith-based schools in all five city

boroughs.

The graduation rate for scholarship recipients
beats those from public schools. Romfo notes 96.2

ing high school on time. I would argue they
likely receive a better education than the
83.7 percent of public school graduates.
With the exception of Illinois, school
choice is sweeping the nation. Just this year
10 states expanded or passed new Educa-
tion Savings Accounts (ESA) programs,
allowing money to follow a child to a pri-
vate school, home school, or microschool,
or to be used for education expenses such

Letters from grateful parents are heart-

Cal
Thomas

Here are just two of hundreds: Amanda,
the mother of CSF Scholar Matthew, wrote
this: “When Matthew and I talk about how much
we appreciate this award, I use
the opportunity to remind him
that as a recipient, we are grate-
ful that he will be offered the
opportunities to reach his full
potential. But most importantly,
I remind him that one day ... he
will be able to help someone
else and make a difference and
an investment in their - and our -
collective futures.”

And this from Laticia, who

wrote to tell about her daughter,

Laya: “I would like to say thank you for believing
in my daughter and giving her an opportunity for a

better chance at life. We will not let you down. ... It

means the world to our family.”

What gift could mean more to the receiver and the
giver than this? Having the opportunity to change a
life for the better now and for many years into the

future beats anything you can buy in a store or online

percent of CSF alumni in New York report graduat-

Trump’s opponents not
playing strictly by the book

You might have heard that
Donald Trump is going to
be a dictator if he wins the
presidency next year. Among
other things, he’s threatening
to target his political oppo-
nents.

Let’s stipulate that Trump
is a provocateur who freaks
out his opponents even when
he’s on relatively good
behavior. And his conduct
after the 2020 election was
genuinely alarming and
deeply wrong. He shouldn’t
talk about going after his political
enemies, let alone actually do it if he
takes power again.

But the vapors over Trump’s
threatening statements are rich com-
ing from people who have targeted
their enemy by any means necessary
for years now. The Russian-collusion
investigation, the Hunter Biden
cover-up and the ongoing, politically
timed legal onslaught against Donald
Trump are among the most shameful
and tawdry efforts to destroy a politi-
cal opponent in memory.

They all have involved the abuse
of power by national-security or
law-enforcement officials, with the
connivance of a complicit press. This
is Watergate-break-in-level political
subterfuge, or the something drawn
from fever dreams about Ronald Rea-
gan’s “October Surprise,” except it
has all happened in plain sight.

I’'m not opposed to, or shocked
by, political hardball. Count me out
on all the saccharine cliches about
how Ronald Reagan and Tip O’Neill
were great friends despite some polite

Rich
LOWI'y ment officials for a political

political differences between
9 am. and 5 p.m. The stakes
in our debate are enormous,
and that debate should be lit-
igated robustly, even harshly.
But that’s different from
S abusing investigative pro-
cesses and leveraging the
presumed professionalism
and moral authority of cur-
rent and former national-
security and law-enforce-

campaign against one man.
The press coverage of
Trump makes it sound as though we
are starting on a fresh playing field,
where everything has been strictly by
the book since 2016.

You’d never know that back then,
top law-enforcement officials began
a poorly predicted investigation
into Trump-campaign officials, lied
to the FISA court, connived to win
appointment of a special counsel,
and then, that special counsel —
puffed up by the press with “walls
are closing in,” “only Mueller
knows” coverage — kept his inves-
tigation going well after he knew
there was nothing there.

It’s unmentioned that in 2020, two
weeks before Election Day, former
national-security officials, some of
whom were highly respected, put
their names to a letter meant to mis-
lead about the Hunter laptop; Biden,
from the debate stage, lied about that
laptop and his son’s business dealing;
and Twitter censored the story and
much of the rest of the media treated
it as a non-event at best.

All of this was meant to keep the

that will soon be gone and forgotten. Check them out
at scholarshipfund.org.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com.

laptop’s true importance under wraps
through Election Day, and — if Joe
Biden and compliant Justice depart-
ment officials had had their way

— until this very day. If Hunter’s
original sweetheart plea deal hasn’t
blown up upon first contact with an
independent-minded judge, he would
have escaped serious legal conse-
quences.

The entire affair was a rank distor-
tion of the political and legal process.
And, oh yeah, Biden Justice Depart-
ment officials and Democratic pros-
ecutors are currently trying to put the
other side’s leading contender for the
White House in jail. As a warm-up
act, they are also attempting to knee-
cap his business in a trial, or “trial,”
in which the verdict has already been
decided.

Almost all these charges are
unworthy, dubious or imprudent, but
that hasn’t stopped Trump’s pursuers,
most of whom have wanted their tri-
als to start, for some reason, in March
right after the Republican nomination
will probably be decided.

Trump’s critics would be on firmer
ground objecting to his declared
campaign of vengeance if they had
been willing to forebear during any
of these episodes; if they had ever
insisted on neutrality or fair play; if
they’d been willing to look beyond
the man they loathe and make judg-
ments based on truth and professional
standards.

Instead, they’ve lit a fuse while
pretending that they’re opposed to
pyrotechnics, with consequences as
yet unknown.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry
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This year, consider a new type of resolution

As the year draws to a close,
everyone starts thinking about
those things that we need to
change about ourselves so that
we can proudly announce on New
Year’s Eve our resolutions for the
coming year. We feel so confident
that with the dropping of the glit-
tery ball we
will instantly
dissolve habits
that have been
ingrained in
our psyche. In
a short two or
three weeks,
we are dis-
mayed that we
find ourselves
drifting back to
old habits.

May I pro-
pose a new system for the coming
year.

First of all, I acknowledge that
I am good for thirty days of try-
ing something new. Secondly, I
accomplish so much more when
the tasks at hand are small. And
finally, I am in favor of change that
does not affect my bank account.

I begin by listing twelve actions
that fit the criteria of requiring a
short amount of time and do not
cost a lot of money. Next, I put

Kathy
Schwartz

them in the order STRETEGY_
. . BRAINSTORM risa
in which I want to | CREAT )
attempt to accom- | INNOVATE:
. TARGET MOTIVATEE
plish these tasks TEETHINKS
and assign them ’:gé;ﬁcﬁ;i’
to months of the i
coming year. kA
Here are my —

pens more often.
With the emer-
gence of the sun,
the warm cozy
feeling begins to
grow inside. I want
to spread that sun-
shine, so I plan to

Here's
the
Thing

tasks for 2024.

January: This
month finds me wrapped up in my
blanket and sipping a warm liquid,
so this month’s goal is to call a dif-
ferent friend or acquaintance every
day to see how they are doing or
how their holiday went. It can be a
short call, but my husband would
attest that it would be more likely
a long one. It could be just to say
thank you for a job well done or to
share a memory from long ago.

February: This month is for
love. I plan to hug at least one per-
son every day. This is a little self-
ish on my part. When I hug some-
one, I get more than I give. A hug
can be an embrace. A hug can be
given in an email...(((hug))) or
with words of kindness. A word
of caution, some people are very
protective of their personal space,
so asking before hugging is a good
idea.

March: Winter is breaking so
traveling outside my house hap-

give a smile to at
least one stranger
every day. That means that 31 ran-
dom people are going to be won-
dering just where they have met
me.

April: Spring is on the horizon,
and the air is filled with the aroma
of promise. I want to present 10
people with a bunch of wildflow-
ers from my woods. Many people
are unable to get out and smell the
wonderful fragrance that fills a
wooded area this time of year.

May: How often do we forget
to compliment someone? I hope
to give a heartfelt compliment
to someone every day. Caution
should be taken to not make the
compliment too personal because
there is a tendency to label that
type of compliment as creepy.

June: The summer months
bring warm weather. I will seek
out the neighborhood lemonade
stands and purchase at least one
glass to encourage these fledgling

entrepreneurs. In full disclosure: 1
probably won’t drink them, but I
will wait until I arrive home to dis-
pose of them.

July: I must confess that an
extraordinary number of deliver-
ies are made to our address. Those
July days can be brutal, so I plan
to have a cold bottle of water wait-
ing in my refrigerator to present to
the UPS, FEDEX, or PRIME driv-
er that is dropping off my package.

August: It’s back to school
we go. I know from experience
that this can be straining on a new
teacher’s pocketbook. I also can’t
stay away from the school supply
aisle at Walmart. Old habits die
hard. I will gather a few supplies
that every classroom needs and
present them to a new teacher.

September: I occasionally find
myself in a takeout line. I often
think about paying for the person
behind me and rarely do it. This
month I hope to pay it forward to
at least four people. Again, this
will cause four people to wonder
who I am.

October: Laughter is the best
medicine. It warms your soul and
spreads light to the dark corners of
your mind. I find the best humor is
the kind that makes the person tell-
ing the story the foolish one. It is

always better to laugh with some-
one, rather than laugh at someone.
So everyone, be prepared to laugh
with me.

November: It is the month
of giving thanks. I will create a
thankful jar. Every day I will write
one thing I am thankful for on
a slip of paper and place it in the
jar. At the end of the month, I will
have 30 things to be grateful for.

December: I say this every
year, but I will mail my Christmas
cards in December, not one- or
two-months afterwords. Prob-
ably in the last five years, I have
accomplished this perhaps twice.
My friends will be shocked.

Here’s the Thing: New Year’s
Resolutions are feasible. Make
them simple and very positive.
Take what is good about you and
spread it around. I guarantee after
a year of doing positive heart-
warming things for others and
yourself, you will look back on
2024 as the best year ever!

Editor’s Note: This is one of a series
of articles written by a group of retired
and current teachers — LaNae Abnet,
Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh, Kathy
Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. Their
intent is to spur discussions at the din-
ner table and elsewhere. You may also
voice your thoughts and reactions via The
News-Banner's letters to editor.

Why wait until the new year to
make a health resolution?

Kasey Trenum
Wealth of Geeks

According to a recent
Forbes Health/One Poll
survey, more than half of
Americans abandon their
new year’s resolutions with-
in the first three months.
Number significantly drop
off after that, with only 1%
making it to December and
6% seeing an actual sustain-
able life change.

If New Year’s Day is a
time for fresh starts and new
beginnings, why do so many
make the same resolution
each year but never achieve
it? A new year brings anoth-
er failed set of resolutions
— another year of unwanted
habits, pounds, or not work-
ing out. Why is it so hard to
change?

That same Forbes study
on New Year’s resolutions
found nearly 34% of respon-
dents set goals around los-
ing weight. An older survey
from Within Health shows
that 44% of Americans are
currently on a diet, creating
a $76 billion diet industry.
America has a problem.

Why Do So Many Fail?

Why do almost half of
those who make resolutions
to lose weight quit in the
first 30 days? While inten-
tions are great, the start of
a new year does not change
discipline. A 2015 study
indicated that people with
higher self-control and dis-
cipline tend to lose more
weight than those with
lower self-control. A shift in
self-discipline is vital to suc-
cessful weight loss.

Terri Bly, LCP, believes
most fail at their New
Year’s resolutions because
they call for sweeping life-
style changes. Humans are
not created to make these
kinds of changes. Instead,
people should set smaller,
more attainable goals that
lead them to a larger goal.
So, if nothing is magical
about January 1, why wait
until then to set actionable
weight loss goals? Now is
the time to take control of
your health.

Potential Benefits of a

Low-Carb or Keto Diet

According to The Cleve-
land Clinic, there may be
additional health benefits to
a keto diet rather than just
losing weight. Patients may
also lower blood sugar and
blood pressure, raise HDL
cholesterol, and lower tri-
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glycerides.
How Does the Diet Work?

A low-carb or keto diet is
a low-carbohydrate, moder-
ate protein, and high-fat diet
that forces the body to burn
fat instead of sugar. By eat-
ing minimal carbohydrates,
the body will deplete its
sugar storage bins and shift
its metabolism to burning
fat since it’s out of sugar to
burn.

What’s the Difference?

Low-carb and keto have
several differences. A low-
carb diet is more lenient and
easier to maintain long-term
due to the increased flex-
ibility with food choices.
Strict and dirty keto both
call for fewer carbohydrates
than a low-carb diet. The
main difference is that dirty
keto, also called lazy keto, is
much more flexible in food
choices.

Weight Loss Tips To Help

Make disciplined deci-
sions. Losing weight is
hard. Statista reports nearly
42% of American adults are
obese. If losing weight were
easy, the data would reflect
a lower number. Discipline
is what prompts tells you to
continue on the hard days.

Look for delicious reci-
pes that let you enjoy your
favorite flavors without sab-
otaging your progress. This
Keto Ground Beef Casse-
role is a perfect comfort dish
that will make you forget all
about carbs.

Experts at the Mayo
Clinic advise people to
drink plenty of water. Men
should drink about 15.5

cups (124 ounces) daily, and
women should drink about
11.5 cups (92 ounces) each
day.

Sleep, sleep, and more
sleep. The Mayo Clinic
sleep specialists recommend
more than seven hours of
sleep each night for adults.

If the scales aren’t mov-
ing, don’t panic. Get your
body measurements before
you start. Even if the scale
isn’t changing, your body
will if you’re sticking to
your low-carb diet.

Plan your meals ahead
of time. Meal planning and
prepping will make you
more successful by sticking
to a set menu.

Change your mindset.
Diets are short-term. Low-
carb is a lifestyle. View your
new changes as a long-term
solution, not a temporary
fix.

If you’re serious about
losing weight, you must
shift your mindset and
understand there is no magic
bullet or overnight solution.
Discipline and consistency
are key. A low-carb or keto
diet can be a great way to
lose weight and improve
your overall health, but it’s
essential to find a plan that
you can stick to long-term.

You are not alone on this
journey. There are many
resources available to help
you succeed. Talk to your
doctor, a registered dietitian,
or a certified personal train-
er to create the right plan for
you. Don’t be afraid to reach
out to friends and family for
support.
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John and Laura Martin would like to
open their home for free coffee for the
Bluffton police and fire departments and
EMS beginning 8 a.m. Thursday, Dec.
21 through 11:59 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.
26.

Coffee for emergency response personnel

When the front porch light of the
home, located at 322 W. Wabash St., is
on, emergency response personnel are
welcome to stop by for a free coffee and
thanks for their service. Personnel can
park behind the house, off Perry Street.

Lillian Cornett named to the
Dean’s List at Bob Jones University

GREENVILLE, SC - Lillian Cornett,
a Freshman Piano Pedagogy major from
Ossian, was among approximately 800 Bob
Jones University students named to the Fall
2023 Dean’s List.

The Dean’s List recognizes students who
earn a 3.00-3.74 grade point average during
the semester.

Located in Greenville, South Carolina,
Bob Jones University provides an outstand-
ing regionally accredited Christian liberal

leading.

Theater Thursdays at the library

Every third Thursday of the month the Wells County
Public Library hosts free Theater Thursday for adults at
the Bluffton library.

On Dec. 21 the film “Last Christmas” will be shown.

Sponsors are the Friends of the Library and the
Bluffton Parks & Recreation. Registration appreciated
to (260) 824-1612 or online at wellscolibrary.org.
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arts education purposely designed to inspire
a lifelong pursuit of learning, loving and

BJU offers over 100 undergraduate and
graduate programs in religion, education,
fine arts and communication, arts and sci-
ence, health professions, and business.

BJU has over 3,000 students from nearly
every state and more than 40 countries. We
are committed to the truth of Scripture and
to pursuing excellence in all we do.

Ouabache State

Park office hours

The office at Ouabache
State Park will be open 7
days a week through Dec.
24th.

Hours for the Wonder-
land of Lights will be from 6
to 9 p.m. each evening.
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Trump banned from Colorado ballot in ruling by state’s Supreme Court

By NICHOLAS
RICCARDI
Associated Press

DENVER (AP) — A
divided Colorado Supreme
Court on Tuesday declared
former President Donald
Trump ineligible for the
White House under the
U.S. Constitution’s insur-
rection clause and removed
him from the state’s presi-
dential primary ballot, set-
ting up a likely showdown
in the nation’s highest court
to decide whether the front-
runner for the GOP nomina-
tion can remain in the race.

The decision from a
court whose justices were
all appointed by Democratic
governors marks the first
time in history that Section
3 of the 14th Amendment
has been used to disqualify a
presidential candidate.

“A majority of the court
holds that Trump is disquali-
fied from holding the office
of president under Section
3 of the 14th Amendment,”
the court wrote in its 4-3
decision.

Colorado’s highest court
overturned a ruling from
a district court judge who
found that Trump incited
an insurrection for his role
in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack
on the Capitol, but said he
could not be barred from
the ballot because it was
unclear that the provision
was intended to cover the
presidency.

The court stayed its deci-
sion until Jan. 4, or until the
U.S. Supreme Court rules
on the case. Colorado offi-
cials say the issue must be
settled by Jan. 5, the dead-
line for the state to print its
presidential primary ballots.

“We do not reach these
conclusions lightly,” wrote

the court’s majority. “We are
mindful of the magnitude
and weight of the questions
now before us. We are like-
wise mindful of our solemn
duty to apply the law, with-
out fear or favor, and with-
out being swayed by public
reaction to the decisions that
the law mandates we reach.”

Trump’s attorneys had
promised to appeal any dis-
qualification immediately
to the nation’s highest court,
which has the final say
about constitutional matters.

“The Colorado Supreme
Court issued a completely
flawed decision tonight
and we will swiftly file an
appeal to the United States
Supreme Court and a con-
current request for a stay of
this deeply undemocratic
decision,” Trump campaign
spokesman Steven Cheung
said in a statement Tuesday
night.

Republican National
Committee chairwoman
Ronna McDaniel labeled
the decision “Election inter-
ference” and said the RNC’s
legal team intends to help
Trump fight the ruling.

Trump lost Colorado
by 13 percentage points
in 2020 and doesn’t need
the state to win next year’s
presidential election. But
the danger for the former
president is that more courts
and election officials will
follow Colorado’s lead and
exclude Trump from must-
win states.

Dozens of lawsuits have
been filed nationally to dis-
qualify Trump under Sec-
tion 3, which was designed
to keep former Confederates
from returning to govern-
ment after the Civil War.
It bars from office anyone
who swore an oath to “sup-

port” the Constitution and
then “engaged in insurrec-
tion or rebellion” against it,
and has been used only a
handful of times since the
decade after the Civil War.

“I think it may embolden
other state courts or secre-
taries to act now that the
bandage has been ripped
off,” Derek Muller, a Notre
Dame law professor who has
closely followed the Section
3 cases, said after Tuesday’s
ruling. “This is a major threat
to Trump’s candidacy.”

The Colorado case is the
first where the plaintiffs suc-
ceeded. After a weeklong
hearing in November, Dis-
trict Judge Sarah B. Wallace
found that Trump indeed had
“engaged in insurrection” by
inciting the Jan. 6 attack on
the Capitol, and her ruling
that kept him on the ballot
was a fairly technical one.

Trump’s attorneys
convinced Wallace that,
because the language in
Section 3 refers to “officers
of the United States” who
take an oath to “support”
the Constitution, it must not
apply to the president, who
is not included as an “officer
of the United States” else-
where in the document and
whose oath is to “preserve,
protect and defend” the
Constitution.

The provision also says
offices covered include
senator, representative, elec-
tors of the president and
vice president, and all others
“under the United States,”
but doesn’t name the presi-
dency.

The state’s highest court
didn’t agree, siding with
attorneys for six Colorado
Republican and unaffiliated
voters who argued that it was
nonsensical to imagine that

Biden administration moves to
protect old-growth forests as
climate change brings fires, pests

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP)
— The Biden administration
moved on Tuesday to con-
serve groves of old-growth
trees on national forests
across the U.S. and limit
logging as climate change
amplifies the threats they
face from wildfires, insects
and disease.

Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack said the agency
was adopting an “ecological-
ly-driven” approach to older
forests — an arena where
timber industry interests have
historically predominated.
That will include the first
nationwide amendment to
U.S. Forest Service manage-
ment plans in the agency’s
118-year history, he said.

The proposal follows
longstanding calls from
environmentalists to pre-
serve older forests that offer
crucial wildlife habitat and
other environmental ben-
efits. Timber companies
have fought against logging
restrictions on government-
owned lands.

President Joseph Biden’s
administration appears to be
aiming for a middle ground:
It would sharply limit com-
mercial timber harvests in
old-growth forests while
allowing logging to contin-
ue in “mature forests” that
have not yet reached old-
growth stage.

“This creates a commit-
ment to resiliency, a com-
mitment to restore and pro-
tect the existing old growth
that we have from the
threats that we see,” Vilsack
said in an interview.

Timber industry represen-
tatives said Tuesday’s pro-
posal would give its oppo-
nents new leverage to file
legal challenges against log-
ging projects that are intend-
ed to reduce wildfire risks
for communities near forests.
But environmental groups
called for logging restrictions
to be extended even further
and include mature for-

ests, which cover more than
100,000 square miles of for-
est service land, about three
times the area of old growth.

Old-growth forests, such
as the storied giant sequoia
stands of northern Califor-
nia, have layer upon layer
of undisturbed trees and
vegetation. There’s wide
consensus on the impor-
tance of preserving them
— both symbolically as
marvels of nature, and more
practically because their
trunks and branches store
large amounts of carbon
that can be released when
forests burn, adding to cli-
mate change.

Underlining the urgen-
cy of the issue are wild-
fires that killed thousands
of giant sequoias in recent
years. The towering giants
are concentrated in about 70
groves scattered along the
western side of the Sierra
Nevada range.

Many old-growth forests
fell during the second half
of the 20th century during
aggressive logging on nation-
al forests. Others were cut
earlier as the U.S. developed.

Logging volumes
dropped sharply over the
past several decades, but
the demise of older trees
due to fire, insects and dis-
ease accelerated. More than
5,100 square miles of old-
growth and mature forests
burned since 2000.

About 350 square miles
of older forests were logged
on federal lands during that
time, according to a recent
government analysis.

There’s no simple formu-
la to determine what’s old.
Growth rates among differ-
ent tree types vary greatly
— and even within species,
depending on their access to
water and sunlight, and soil
conditions. Groves of aspen
can mature within a half-
century. Douglas fir stands
can take 100 years. Wildfire
frequency also factors in:
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Ponderosa pine forests are
adapted to withstand blazes
as often as once a decade,
compared to lodgepole pine
stands that might burn every
few hundred years.

the framers of the amend-
ment, fearful of former con-
federates returning to power,
would bar them from low-
level offices but not the high-
est one in the land.

“President Trump asks
us to hold that Section 3 dis-
qualifies every oathbreak-
ing insurrectionist except the
most powerful one and that
it bars oath-breakers from
virtually every office, both
state and federal, except the
highest one in the land,” the
court’s majority opinion said.
“Both results are inconsistent
with the plain language and
history of Section 3.”

The left-leaning group
that brought the Colorado
case, Citizens for Respon-
sibility and Ethics in Wash-
ington, hailed the ruling.

“Our Constitution clearly
states that those who violate
their oath by attacking our
democracy are barred from
serving in government,” its
president, Noah Bookbind-
er, said in a statement.

Trump’s attorneys also
had urged the Colorado high
court to reverse Wallace’s
ruling that Trump incited the

Jan. 6 attack. His lawyers
argued the then-president
had simply been using his
free speech rights and hadn’t
called for violence. Trump
attorney Scott Gessler also
argued the attack was more
of a “riot” than an insurrec-
tion.

That met skepticism
from several of the justices.

“Why isn’t it enough that
a violent mob breached the
Capitol when Congress was
performing a core consti-
tutional function?” Justice
William W. Hood III said
during the Dec. 6 argu-
ments. “In some ways, that
seems like a poster child for
insurrection.”

In the ruling issued Tues-
day, the court’s majority dis-
missed the arguments that
Trump wasn’t responsible for
his supporters’ violent attack,
which was intended to halt
Congress’ certification of the
presidential vote: “President
Trump then gave a speech in
which he literally exhorted
his supporters to fight at the
Capitol,” they wrote.

Colorado Supreme Court
Justices Richard L. Gabri-

el, Melissa Hart, William
W. Hood III and Monica
Miérquez ruled for the peti-
tioners. Chief Justice Brian
D. Boatright dissented,
arguing the constitutional
questions were too com-
plex to be solved in a state
hearing. Justices Maria E.
Berkenkotter and Carlos
Samour also dissented.

“Our government cannot
deprive someone of the right
to hold public office without
due process of law,” Samour
wrote in his dissent. “Even
if we are convinced that a
candidate committed horri-
ble acts in the past — dare |
say, engaged in insurrection
— there must be procedural
due process before we can
declare that individual dis-
qualified from holding pub-
lic office.”

The Colorado ruling
stands in contrast with the
Minnesota Supreme Court,
which last month decided
that the state party can put
anyone it wants on its pri-
mary ballot. It dismissed a
Section 3 lawsuit but said
the plaintiffs could try again
during the general election.
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Tigers rout Eagles in girls’ hoops,
but adds to their injury report

By RICK SPRUNGER

CHURUBUSCO — Bluffton took care
of business Tuesday night.

The Tigers breezed past a badly over-
matched Churubusco squad 58-16 to
improve to 12-1 on the season.

Churubusco, badly depleted by injuries
to the point that it had to cancel the junior
varsity game so it could move some players
up, fell to 4-10.

But Bluffton is also banged up.

The Tigers, who have been making do
without one starter in Konley Ault, played
this game without a second one in Maryn
Schreiber, who injured a wrist in Saturday’s
game against Adams Central.

“We’re just waiting on an MRI report,”
said Bluffton coach Doug Curtis concerning
Schreiber. “We’re hoping to have her back
for Thursday night (at Class 3A powerhouse
Fairfield).”

But if playing without both Ault and
Schreiber wasn’t bad enough, 5-10 fresh-
man Sophie Eisenhut went down hard
under the basket late in the first quarter.
She immediately came out of the game and
never returned.

“She was wobbly,” said Curtis while list-
ing her as doubtful for the big game at Fair-
field.

In truth, Bluffton didn’t need any of those
players against Churubusco. The Tigers
used a 16-0 run to open up a 21-2 lead less
than two minutes into the second quarter
and were never headed.

Bluffton limited Churubusco to 1-for-12
shooting in the first quarter while forcing four
turnovers in that period and three more on the
Eagles’ first three possessions of the second.

In fact, Churubusco managed just one
field goal in each of the first three periods
and two in the fourth as the score continued
to mount.

The Bluffton lead reached 37-7 at half-

time and 50-10 after three quarters and
peaked at 58-12 midway through the fourth.

Bluffton was led in scoring by Isabella Stout
with 23 points and Haley Gibson with 18.

Stout added 12 rebounds to her point
total, and Gibson connected on four three-
pointers.

“We played exactly the way we want to
play in a game like this,” said Curtis. “We
wanted to work on doing a better job on our
matchups and work at improving our game
regardless of who the opponent is or what
the score is.”

Bluffton finished 21-for-57 from the field
for a less-than-stellar .351 shooting percent-
age but made up for that by practically play-
ing handball off the offensive glass.

The Tigers won the battle of the boards
by a crippling 39-26 margin.

Churubusco, meanwhile, hit on just five
of 34 shots for a .149 percentage while turn-
ing the ball over 22 times.

Bluffton achieved a running clock on a
three-point play by Marly Drayer that upped
the count to 45-10 with 4:24 left in the third
quarter.
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BLUFFTON 58, CHURUBUSCO 16
at Churubusco

BLUFFTON (12-1): Isabella Stout 9-19 5-5 23, Marly
Drayer 1-4 1-1 3, Haley Gibson 7-16 0-0 18, Tressa
Renner 1-5 3-4 6, Sophie Eisenhut 0-2 0-0 0, Madyson
Sonnigsen 3-7 0-0 8, Cayah King 0-0 0-0 0, Madelyn Funk
0-2 0-0 0, Addison Yates 0-0 0-0 0, Savanna Hughett 0-2
0-0 0, Isla Gibson 0-0 0-0 0. TOTAL: 21-57 9-10 58.

CHURUBUSCO (4-10): Patty Wiggs 0-7 2-2 2, Alyssa
Eby 0-2 0-0 0, Lilly Rinker 0-0 0-0 0, Bridget Timbrook 1-9
0-0 2, Jorja DeBolt 2-7 1-2 6, Mallory Schaefer 0-0 0-0
0, Jessica Price 0-2 0-2 0, Kailin Foote 1-5 1-3 4, Brooke
Andis 0-1 0-0 0, Tessa Vernon 1-1 0-0 2, Nola Bianksi 0-0
0-0 0. TOTAL: 5-34 4-11 16.
Bluffton 14 23 13 8 — 58
Churubusco 2 5 3 6 — 16

Three-point shooting: Bluffton 7-19 (Stout 0-1, Drayer
0-1, H. Gibson 4-8, Renner 1-2, Sonnigsen 2-6, Funk 0-1),
Churubusco 2-18 (Wiggs 0-1, Eby 0-1, Timbrook 0-5, DeBolt
1-4, Price 0-1, Foote 1-5, Andis 0-1). Rebounds: Bluffton 39
(Stout 12, Sonnigsen 6), Churubusco 26). Turnovers: Bluff-
ton 10, Churubusco 22. Personal fouls: Bluffton 13, Churu-
busco 7. Fouled out: None. Technical fouls: None.

JV Score: No JV Game.
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Haley Gibson drives in for a layup off a Churubusco turnover as the Eagles' Patty Wiggs pur-
sues Tuesday at Churubusco. (Photo by Glen Werling)

Southern Wells sloppy in
home loss to Southwood

Southern Wells senior Evan Pennington (right) drives past Southwood's Will Winer in the first
half of Tuesday night's game at Southern Wells. (Photo by Chad Kline)
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By ANDREW FEEBACK

If it wasn’t one thing, it was another for
the Southern Wells boys’ basketball team
Tuesday night.

Turnovers, missed shots and a lack of
size up front all, added up to a 57-40 loss to
the visiting Southwood Knights.

The score didn’t even seem to reflect
how one-sided it felt at times, with the Raid-
ers trailing by nearly 30 in the second half.

The Knights (2-4) relentlessly came after
the Raiders with a 2-3 zone that stretched
out to half-court, trapping the ball and forc-
ing the Raiders to make quick decisions.
This led to 19 turnovers, and when the
Knights weren’t stealing the ball, the Raid-
ers seemed hesitant to shoot it.

“I wasn’t as pleased as I would like to be
with our aggression offensively,” coach Joel
Roush said. “We wanted to attack that zone,
we wanted to get it in the gaps and attack
the basket. For some reason, we were reluc-
tant to do so.”

When they did shoot, the Raiders weren’t
finding the net too often. They finished 16
of 52 overall and were just 2 of 15 on three-
point shots.

Southern Wells led 5-0 early after Chan-
dler Oswalt hit one of those triples and CJ
Reber made a layup.

Then, Southwood’s pressure started tak-
ing its toll. The Raiders turned it over five
times in the opening quarter and saw the
visitors go on an 11-2 run.

It became a 17-2 run early in the second,
drawing a Raider timeout.

The Raiders’ other three-pointer, courtesy
of Caleb Johnson, along with a basket from
Evan Pennington and a free throw from Per-
rin Gates, had Southern Wells within strik-
ing distance at 19-13.

Southwood ended the half with 10
straight points, and it only got worse from
there.

The Knights’ size on the interior posed a
huge matchup problem for the Raiders.

Bryce Wilcox, a 6-6 forward, along with
a 6-3 forward in Dalton Barney, combined
for 20 points in the paint and blocked a
handful of shots on the defensive end. Wil-
cox led all scorers with 14 points.

Will Winer, a 6-3 guard, also chipped in
10 points for the Knights.

The Raiders’ lack of size was apparent
throughout the night, though they were only
out-rebounded by four.

With such an advantage in the front-
court, the Knights saw little need to attempt
any threes, finishing with two makes on just
five tries.

Southwood used a 13-0 run in the third
quarter to take a 46-17 lead, largely thanks
to the play of Maddox Marshall, who was
the third Knight to reach double figures with
13 points.

The Raiders outscored the Knights by
10 in the final frame to make the score a bit
more respectable.

Perrin Gates topped the Raiders with 12
points while Chandler Oswalt had 11.

Roush wants his team to be more aggres-
sive on offense going forward.

“We’re so aggressive and so connected
defensively, I would like that to transfer
over to the other end of the floor,” he said.

Southern Wells will be off until a week
from this Thursday. On Dec. 28, the Raiders
will travel to Union City for a two-day tour-
nament, in which they will face Elwood and
Union City on the first day, and then one of
Eastern Greentown, Randolph Southern or
Bluffton on the second day.

Southern Wells lost the JV game 67-30.
Landon Johnson scored 11 points, Joshua
Aulbach had 10, Trey Slusher had six and
Wade Tappy added three.

sports@news-banner.com
(Box score on Page A2)

Congratulations,

Kaden!

S Strategence
Capital

The Strategence Capital team congratulates
Kaden Bussel on his completion of a Bachelor
of Science in Business with a major in Finance
from Purdue University Fort Wayne. We're also
thrilled to welcome him as a full-time employee.

Kudos for everything you've accomplished,

1127 N Main St., Bluffton | 260.236.0385 | StrategenceCapital.com

Investment advice offered through OneAscent Financial Services, LLC, d/b/a

Strategence Capital, a Registered Investment Adviser with the United States
Securities and Exchange Commission.
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Tigershark boys, Knight girls win in
friendly county rivaly swim match

By RYAN WALKER

Tuesday night began rivalry week
as Bluffton and Norwell went head-to-
head in the swimming pool.

The Knights are visiting the Tigers
in middle school basketball, swimming
and boys’ basketball this week

The two swim teams earned a draw
as the Bluffton boys won 125-58 and
the Norwell girls won 140-37.

In his tenure at Bluffton, head coach
Justin Upgraft has never beaten the
school he graduated from. He admitted
the nerves were there before the meet
and was pleased with the result to say
the least.

“It’s kind of like a monkey has been
taken off our back,” Upgraft said.

On the girls’ side, Norwell’s large
margin of victory was perhaps expect-
ed due to a lack of numbers for the
Tigersharks and the Knights having a
lot of depth. Therefore, the focus on
the meet was different for them.

“Really, their focus is not neces-
sarily Bluffton — it’s Delta,” Nor-
well head coach Stephanie Scott said
standing right next to Upgraft during
the same interview. “Their focus is on
Delta. Just that small loss last year.
That’s their goal.”

“You know, right now our focus
was obviously Norwell,” Upgraft said
with a smirk on his face, looking at
Scott. “For multiple reasons. You want
to talk about the history and always
coming up one relay short or one event
short. And that’s kind of been our thing
and then to come out performance that
they did tonight speaks a lot.”

The two coaches represent the rela-
tionship between the two Wells County
programs. Upgraft’s swimmers com-
pete over the summer for the Wells
County Swim Team, coached by Scott.

Because of the summer program,
the kids are on the same team to defeat
area counties. The athletes talk with

Raiders fall to Southwood

(Continued from Page A1)

SOUTHWOOD 57,
SOUTHERN WELLS 40
At Southern Wells
SOUTHWOOD (2-4): Keaton Metzger 0-0 0-0 0,
Caleb Wyatt 0-3 0-0 0, Maddox Marshall 5-7 2-
13, Will Winer 5-9 0-0 10, Griffin Chambers 3-6 1-2
8, Jaret Denney 1-5 0-0 2, Bo Liddick 1-3 0-0 2,
Bryce Wilcox 6-13 2-2 14, Dalton Barney 3-5 0-2 6,

the opposing school when they go
against each other in what the coaches
call one big family.

The teams that won tonight have the
same goals in mind for their respective
seasons. Both want to win the ACAC
and NES8 Conferences and win the sec-
tional.

Upgraft’s group took the meet Tues-
day night into a stepping stone to their
goals.

“They want to have bragging rights
for a whole year that’s in the county.
And then I think of it more as though
(Norwell’s) the epitome of what a sec-
tional championship team should look
like — they’ve won over the last few
years,” Upgraft said. “To beat those
kinds of teams, we need to beat those
teams and it started here tonight. It’s a
really good first step. It’s not the end
product.”

Scott’s girls have a bad taste in their
mouths falling by a few points in the
sectional to Delta. The team is much
stronger this year, returning virtually
the entire cast from last year and add-
ing more numbers as well. The girls
are constantly working in practice and
at meets to make the top spot in their
event, and that competition has made
them better.

“They’re fighting for spots. We
have a lot of depth on our team,” Scott
said. “And a lot of competition they
do and they know they’re compet-
ing against each other, but yet, they’re
pushing each other in a good way and
supporting each other and building
each other up. Which is, as a coach,
that’s what we want to see. We don’t
want to tear them apart.”

Bluffton won’t have a meet until
the new year when they head to South
Adams at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 4.

Norwell will be at Angola at 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21.

sports@news-banner.com

Individual winners:

Boys

* Elija Robles (B) in diving.

* Noah Brooks, Dalton Rodgers,
Robles and Isaac Wheeler (B) in the
200-meter medley relay.

* Rylan Heyerly (N) in the 200-
meter freestyle.

e Wheeler (B) in the 200-meter IM
and in the 100-meter butterfly.

* Rodgers (B) in the 50-meter free-
style.

* Brooks in the 100-meter freestyle
and in the 100-meter backstroke.

e Griffin Linderwell (B) in the 400-
meter freestyle.

e Ashton Arnett, Linderwell, Wes
Frettinger and Robles (B) in the 200-
meter freestyle relay.

e Kale Meredith (N) in the 100-
meter breaststroke.

* Rodgers, Arnett, Wheeler and
Brooks in the 400-meter freestyle relay.

Girls

* Emerson Meredith (N) in diving
and in the 100-meter butterfly.

e Jillian Melcher, Ella Krug,
Haleigh Reinhard and Renee Fraze (N)
in the 200-meter medley relay.

e Cassie Coyne (N) in the 200-
meter freestyle and in the 400-meter
freestyle.

e Marlee Meredith (N) in the 200-
meter IM and in the 100-meter back-
stroke.

e Melcher (N) in the 50-meter free-
style.

e Karrigan Melcher (N) in the 100-
meter freestyle.

e Olivia Daniel, Ryleigh Huffman,
Addyson Heyerly and Emerson Mere-
dith (N) in the 200-meter freestyle relay.

¢ Ellie Coyne (B) in the 100-meter
breaststroke.

* Krug, Heyerly, Coyne and Jillian
Melcher (N) in the 400-meter freestyle
relay.

Randy Boone 1-2 0-0 2. TOTALS: 25-53 5-9 57.
SOUTHERN WELLS (1-5): Trey Slusher 0-0 0-0
0. Landon Johnson 0-0 0-0 0, Andrew Aker 0-5 0-0
0, Caleb Johnson 3-6 0-0 7, CJ Reber 1-5 2-2 4,
Evan Pennington 3-5 0-2 6, Chandler Oswalt 4-17
2-3 11, Joshua Aulbach 0-1 0-0 0, Perrin Gates
5-13 2-5 12. TOTALS: 16-52 6-12 40.
Southwood 11 18 19 9 — 57
SouthernWells 7 6 8 19— 40
Three-point Field Goals: Southwood 2-5 (Mar-

shall 1-1, Chambers 1-3, Liddick 0-1), Southern
Wells 2-15 (Caleb Johnson 1-2, Oswalt 1-8, Aker
0-3, Reber 0-2). Rebounds: Southwood 29 (Wilcox
10, Barney 5, Denney 5, Wyatt 4, Boone 2, Mar-
shall 1, Winer 1, Chambers 1), Southern Wells 25
(Gates 11, Aker 5, Pennington 4, Oswalt 2, Reber
2, Landon Johnson 1). Turnovers: Southwood 11,
Southern Wells 19. Fouls: Southwood 16, Southern
Wells 10. Fouled out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: Southwood 67, Southern Wells 30.

Bluffton drops 1-3 vs. Norwell in MS hoops

Bluffton-Harrison got one win out of four tries against

Norwell Tuesday night.

The eighth grade girls lost 37-13. Krista Blair led the
way with six points, followed by Frace Fry (5) and Khloe

Dick (2).

The eighth grade boys lost 43-34. Gavin Grieser led the
way with 16 points, followd by Cooper Jenkins (7), Bennett
Stoller, Gibby Grieser and Rafe Gerber (3) and Dawson Lee

WEDNESDAY, DEC 20

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Northfield at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.
WRESTLING: Norwell at Adams Central, 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC 21

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at Fairfield, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Norwell at Angola, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC 22

BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Bluffton, 7:45 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Garrett at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.
WRESTLING: Bluffton at ECIC Tournament (Jay County

@

The seventh grade girls lost 46-27. Audrey Mechling led
the Tigers with 12 points, followed by Averie Patton (7), and
Josie Nash and Gracie Jellison (4).

The seventh grade boys won 40-35, improving to 11-0

dox White (7).

on the season. Vince Lambert led the way with 13 points,
followed by Chase Kistler (11), Wyatt Holmes (9) and Mad-

High School Calendar

High School), 9 a.m.
SATURDAY, DEC 23
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Lawrence North at Norwell, 3:30

p-m

MONDAY, DEC 25
No events scheduled

TUESDAY, DEC 26

No events scheduled
WEDNESDAY, DEC 27
BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at New Castle Holiday Tour-

Agriculture
Tim Gauck named President of Indiana Corn Marketing Council

By HOOSIER AG
TODAY

Decatur County farmer
Tim Gauck is the new pres-
ident of the Indiana Corn
Marketing Council, the
state’s corn checkoff pro-
gram.

Gauck grows corn, soy-
beans and wheat in rural
Decatur, Rush and Ripley
counties and started farming
in 1972. Gauck participated
in the Decatur County Corn
Growers Association and
served as the group’s presi-
dent from 1988-91. He was
first elected to the ICMC
Board in 2017. Gauck is
an at-large member of the
ICMC board.

Gauck succeeds Roach-
dale, Ind., farmer Paul
Hodgen, who will remain
on the ICMC board. Gauck
grows corn, soybeans and
wheat on his farm in rural
Decatur and Rush coun-
ties. He started farming
in 1972, and he was first
elected to the ICMC board
in 2017. Gauck, along with
Knox County farmer Susan
Brocksmith, were re-elected
as at-large voting members
to the board during an elec-
tion earlier this year. At-
large candidates are elected
by farmers across Indiana.

Brocksmith was named
as the board’s treasurer for
2024. In 2023, she was the
chair of ICMC’s Market
Development Committee.

Brocksmith and her hus-
band, Mike, grow non-GMO
corn and soybeans on their
no-till farm near Vincennes,
Ind. Off the farm, she is
Dean of the College of Busi-
ness and Public Service at
Vincennes University.

Other elected ICMC
board officers include
Brownstown, Ind., farmer
Matthew Lucas as vice pres-
ident; Warren, Ind., farmer
Janis Highley as treasurer;
Ferdinand, Ind., farmer J.R.
Roesner as chair of the Mar-
ket Development Commit-
tee; and Noblesville, Ind.,
farmer Adam Sheller as
chair of the Sustainability
and Value Creation Com-
mittee.

Lucas represents Dis-
trict 8 on the board, which
includes the counties of
Brown, Crawford, Floyd,
Harrison, Jackson, Law-
rence, Monroe, Orange,
Perry and Washington. This
year, Lucas was the chair of
ICMC’s Sustainability and
Value Creation Committee.
He grows corn and soy-
beans in a partnership with
his father, James, on their
farm in Jackson County.
They are also contract swine
producers. Lucas earned a
degree in agribusiness from
Purdue University in 2020.

Highley is the third gen-
eration to grow corn and
soybeans on her farm in
Huntington County. Highley

earned a degree in business
administration and man-
agement from Huntington
University. She has been
involved in the National
Corn Growers Association’s
Women and Mentors Pro-
gram. Highley was recently
elected second vice presi-
dent of the Indiana Farm
Bureau.

On the ICMC board
since 2017, Roesner was
also elected to NCGA’s
Corn Board in 2022. He
grows corn and soybeans
on his farm that touches
Dubois, Pike, Spencer and
Warrick counties. He rep-
resents the District 7 coun-
ties of Sullivan, Greene,
Daviess, Martin, Knox,
Dubois, Pike, Gibson, War-
rick, Spencer, Vanderburgh
and Posey. Roesner earned
a degree in mechanical engi-
neering from Purdue Uni-
versity.

Sheller grows corn and
soybeans, and also raises
goats and beef cattle, on his
Hamilton County farm. A
farmer since 2016, he has a
degree in agricultural edu-
cation from Purdue Univer-
sity. Sheller has an off-farm
job in insurance sales, and
he also works at the county
level with Indiana Farm
Bureau. Sheller helped with
market development efforts
earlier this year by hosting
several foreign trade teams
on his farm.

Three incumbent ICMC
directors were re-elected to
the board this year for three-
year terms. They are Jerry
Osterholt of Roanoke, Ind.,
Ron Hensley of Daleville,
Ind., and John Adam, Jr. of
Sellersburg, Ind.

Osterholt represents

SPORTS

Bluffton’s Elija Robles finishes a dive during the Wells County

meet Tuesday night at Bluffton. The Tigershark boys defeated
the Knights 125-58. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

T

Norwell’s Rilynn Ervin swims in the 200-meter IM event, help-
ing the Knight defeat the Tigersharks 140-37.

Corrections and Clarifications

An error was made in Tuesday’s paper regarding Dick
Harris. Harris is not deceased, but alive and living in his

home in California.

nament (vs. Decatur Central), 5:30 p.m. & Norwell vs. New

Castle, 7:45 p.m.
THURSDAY, DEC 28

BOYS BASKETBALL: Bluffton, Southern Wells at 1st
Annual Holiday Tournament (Union City High School), 12

m

. GIRLS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Noblesville Holiday Tour-
nament vs. Noblesville, 10 a.m.; Randolph Southern at South-

ern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Southern Wells at Spartan Classic, 9 a.m.

District 3, which includes
the counties of LaGrange,
Steuben, Noble, DeKalb,
Whitley, Allen, Hunting-
ton, Wells and Adams.
He grows corn and soy-
beans along with his wife,
Deb, on Osterholt Farms
in Huntington and Allen

counties. A first-gener-
ation farmer, Osterholt
started farming in 1974.
He worked in machine
repair for 35 years with
Dana Corp. Osterholt has
also served with the Indi-
ana Soybean Alliance and
Indiana Farm Bureau.
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Do you have a
service or product
for area farmers?
Call 824-0224
or622-4108
and find out
how affordable our
AG SERVICES
DIRECTORY
can be!
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DIVERSIONS

Dear Annie: I truly enjoy read-
ing your column. At times, they are
funny and really do make me laugh,
and nearly always I can relate to cer-
tain situations that people write to you
about. I am 28 years old and work at
a middle school with children with
learning disabilities. I have been at my
job for the past three years, and yes, it
has been a challenge. But I enjoy help-
ing people and making a difference.

I graduated with my bachelor’s
degree in psychology because I
always wanted to help people, and

problems as I listen and give them
encouragement. [ always loved watch-
ing TV shows, such as talk shows and
reality shows, that allow family mem-
bers to resolve conflict and eventually
get along with one another.

It has always been my dream to be

encouragement. I would really love
your advice if you can let me know
how to make a dream come true. —
Your Number One Fan

Dear Number One Fan: First off,
thank you for your kind words, and
thank you for being a teacher! It is

doing. In addition, you might want to
start your own YouTube channel. If
you make recordings regularly, you
might gather a following over time. I
would also recommend that you start
keeping a journal of your activities
and thoughts, which might eventually
turn into a book.

Dear Annie: I'm not seeking

Advice for giving advice

advice. I simply
wish to compli-
ment you.

I do not know if
you hold a license
in psychology or
as a therapist, but
if you do not, you
need to know
you are a very
wise person!

Your advice,
whether or not
I happen to agree with it, is always

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

you seem to do it effortlessly.

If you do hold a license, you made
a good choice for yourself and career.
You were born to help people with a
conundrum.

That is all I wanted to say. Thank
you for doing what you do. I'm sure

Dear Much Admiration: Wow!
Thank you so much for your kind
words, which mean a great deal to
me. But you should know that it is the
readers who make this column unique,
with their letters and advice for me
and others. Wishing you and your

one of the most important jobs that family a wonderful holiday season. BORAN
exist. If you love to write and give “How Can I Forgive My Cheating
advice, just keep doing what you’re Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s CRANKSHAFT

second anthology — featuring favorite
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is
available as a paperback and e-book.
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.
© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham §

The key to finding
Heaven is finding

Christ
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WHY WON'T WHAT'S A GUY WHO
YOU GO OUT YOUR POESN'T THINK
WITH ME?2 HE'S GOD% GIFT

BLONDIE

TO WOMEN

MRS. WIGGINS WAS

OH, THAT'S
TOO BAD!

e, Inc. World Rights reserved
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WHAT WAS THAT ALL ABOUT?

LISTENING TO SOME

HEARING AID DIED
. . . . . NEIGHBORHOOD )
I am a great listener. My friends and thought-provoking. Delivering advice GOSSIPHAT A HOLIDAY i
family come to me and share their on touchy subjects is never easy, but PARTY...

www.Blondie.com

AND JUST WHEN IT WAS /]
REALLY GETTING INTERESTING,
THE BATTERY ON HER

able to have a podcast or become a many have been helped in a serious | ZITS

YouTuber. Or to have a column where way. At the least, you’ve likely pro- ;

I can help people as you do, give vided an easing of conscience and %&éﬁﬁgé&gﬂgﬁgE Z‘éﬁf&f&"‘ggge C}JIRSI%A\//\?SD!ECI)JFEPIN e
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BE A REOPENING!
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Q: I read in an aca-
demic journal that artifi-
cial intelligence will cre-
ate Heaven. The old term
for Al is “deep fake.” It’s
too bad more people do
not know that Al is fake
from beginning to end.
But can technology “cre-
ate” Heaven? — D.F.

A: More important
than Heaven capturing
our imagination is the
God of Heaven captur-

sible. The GPS, alone,
has changed how people
travel. But there is some-
thing far greater that has
been available to man
since the beginning of
time: a heavenly GPS
that will bring us safely
to our eternal destination
in Heaven. It is called the
Gospel Plan of Salvation.
It only has one direction
— up — and the Naviga-
tor, the Lord Jesus Christ,

ine is the supernatural
transformation that will
take place for all of God’s
people when He trans-
ports us to His heavenly
home. We are assured
that in Heaven, we will
be living in God’s dwell-
ing place forever, and it
will be glorious beyond
description. It will be
greater than any earthly
palace or mansion. Tech-
nology will never surpass
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“Wow! Morrie was born on
December 24th! He missed bein’
Baby Jesus by that much!”

"YES, THAT DOES MAKE ME START TO WORRY."

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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Difficulty: %% %

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE TOWN OF Warren is now
accepting applications for a
general labor position serving
all departments of the Town -
Water, Electric, Sewer, Street,
and Park as well as any other
duties which could/would be
assigned under Town opera-
tions. Prior Municipal work ex-
perience, background in
electric work, and/or licensing
preferred but not necessary to
be considered. Applications
can be found online at
warrenindiana.us or picked up
at Town Hall, 132 N. Wayne
Street and will be accepted un-
til January 15, 2024. Call
260-375-2656 for further infor-
mation. Town of Warren,
Indiana, is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

THE TOWN OF Warren is now
accepting applications for Op-
erations Manager to oversee
all departments of the Town -
Water, Sewer, Electric, Street,
Park as well as any other du-
ties which could/would be as-
signed through the Town
Council related to Public
Works operations. Prior Munic-
ipal Work Experience, Man-

agerial Experience, and at
least one License preferred
but all three not required.

Wage based on experience
level. Applications can be
found online at
warrenindiana.us or picked up
at Town Hall, 132 N. Wayne
Street. Applications and re-
sumes will be accepted until
January 15. 2024. Call
260-375-2656 for further infor-
mation. Town of Warren, Indi-
ana, is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Lottery Numbers

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 08-20-24-33-
45

Cash4Life — 09-17-26-
29-41, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday —
02-13-16-18-22-29-30-33-
37-38-42-50-53-62-63-64-
66-68-74-76, BE: 76

Daily Three-Midday —
02-00-06, SB: 07

Daily Three-Evening —
08-01-09, SB: 06

Daily Four-Midday —
06-04-04-05, SB: 07

Daily Four-Evening —
00-02-01-06, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening
— 02-03-06-07-18-19-20-
26-31-36-37-38-44-46-47-
50-57-67-73-76, BE: 26

Hoosier Lotto
Estimated jackpot (for
Wednesday): $1.4 million

MEGA MILLIONS

17-26-50-58-61; Mega
Ball: 11; Megaplier: 3X.

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Wednesday): $572 million
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Help Wanted

CNC MACHINIST Hi, tired of
working in a dead end job?
Running the same machine,
making the same part? Feel
like you're not getting any bet-
ter? Not learning any new ma-
chining skills? Take this
opportunity to become a mas-
ter machinist. Learn to operate
multiple machines, make pre-
cision component parts, in our
AS100 Certified Job Shop.
Perhaps you retired too early
and are looking for a part time
position we are offering this
too.

Email:
jturnbull@dedricktool.com

260 824-3334

HELOISE HINT: If there are
issues that occur in the office,
such as co-workers fighting.
Do not get involved unless you
are directly affected. If you are
affected, it'd be wise to speak
with your supervisor or hu-
man resources. Fax Heloise @
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

FOR SALE

Sporting Goods

NEW, 40 INCH, folding, mini
trampoline with carrying case
and bar, $55, OBO, 565-4556.

HELOISE HINT: When clean-
ing, keep pets secured and
away from the room you're ti-
dying. You don’t want them ac-
cidentally coming into contact
or licking residue from clean-
ing supplies like disinfectants,
bleach or detergents. Write to
HELOISE@Heloise.com.

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Home Furnishings

ESTATE WASHER AND Rop-
er dryer, excellent condition,
$75 each, 260-224-2685.

REAL ESTATE

Home For Sale

COMPLETELY REMOD-
ELED, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom
home at 711 W. Cherry St. All
new appliances, paint, interior
trim, water lines and drains,
siding and windows. Call (260)
820-2765 or (260) 273-1580.
Sale price $172,000.

Real Estate

HELOISE HINT: If you need
shelf covering for pots and
pans. Instead of using shelf pa-
per, which can tear, buy cheap
vinyl tiles. You can cut them to
fit your shelf. Just pull off the
backing to install them. They
can be cleaned easily by simply
wiping them off. Fax Heloise @
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

Z
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DECEMBER 23-JANUARY
1 - Online only auction -
Various consignors, seller.
Modeline MCM floor & table
lamps and Art Nuevo, Presi-
dential collection, advertising,
toys, early Moxie thermometer,
25+ Nativity scenes, antiques,
vintage primitives, artifacts,
trains, Fenton, Haviland &
Franciscan china, antique fur-
niture, military items, salesman
samples and miniatures, coins
& currency. Preview: Dec. 26
from 3 p.m.-6 p.m. and Dec.
28 from 3 p.m.-6 p.m., 102
South Jefferson, Ossian. Sale
manager, Rod Fetters. The
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND
STARTS CLOSING DECEM-
BER 27 - 10 a.m. EST -
Whites Meat Market, owner.
Complete liquidation. Meat
saws, scales, display cool-
ers, retail shelving, stainless
sinks and tables, Herring Hall
Marvin safe and much more!
Auction pick up Dec. 29, 10
a.m.-3 p.m. EST, 46 W 400 S
#1, Kokomo, IN. Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 31-JANUARY 7
- Estate of Mary Lynn Laut-
zenheiser, seller. Personal
property online only auction.
John Deere mower, lawn &
garden, furniture, Christmas,
books, household. Open
houses: Jan. 4 from 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. and Jan. 6 from 10
a.m. to noon, 4917 E 100 N.,
Bluffton, IN. Isaac Stoller, sale
manager, The Steffen Group
Inc., http://www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
JANUARY 11 - 6 p.m. -
Estate of Mary Lynn Laut-
zenheiser, seller. 4917 E. 100
N., Bluffton, IN. One-of-a-kind
property w/quick access to
Bluffton, Decatur, Fort Wayne.

Main home was once town-
ship school building, and has
covered porch walk through
to previous dance studio that
has potential to be fourth liv-
ing unit. Property also offers
detached two car garage and
two-unit apartment building.
Open houses: Jan. 4 from
4-6 p.m., Jan. 6 from 10 a.m.-
noon. Isaac Stoller, sale man-
ager, The Steffen Group Inc.,
http://www.steffengrp.com,
260-824-3006.

JANUARY 12 - 10 a.m. -
Secured creditors & vari-
ous consignors, owners.
815 Adams St., Decatur.
Online only truck and equip-
ment auction. Online bid-
ding only. Offering 500+ lots!
2012-2014 Freightliner M2106
box trucks, dump trucks, day
cabs, sleepers, utility trucks,
bucket trucks, utility & semi
trailers, SUV’s, pickup trucks,
250+ various skid steer
attachments, various truck
parts, fencing, work benches,
tool boxes and much more!
Accepting consignments!
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND
STARTS CLOSING JANU-
ARY 17 - 6 p.m. EST. - Gary
Meyer, owner. Online only
commercial real estate auc-
tion! 1,376 sq. feet building, 2
bay service area, 15'x16’ office
space, paved parking lot, .46
acre triangle lot located on N.
Main Street, (Hwy. 27)! Zoned:
Commercial. Year built: 1950.
Wabash Township, Section 29,
Adams County, Indiana, South
Adams School Corp. Auction
preview Jan. 8, 4-5 p.m. or by
appointment, 617 N. Main St.,
Geneva. Krueckeberg Auction
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
Kjauction.com.

RENTALS

GREAT LOCATION

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
for an additional $5. Contact
the Bluffton News-Banner of-
fice, 125 N. Johnson St
824-0224, or submit online at
Www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

SERVICES

SWITCH TO DISH and get up
to a $300 gift card! Plus get the
Multisport pack included for a
limited time! Hurry, call for de-
tails: 1-855-551-9764 (1)

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throt-
tling. Prices starting at $54.95.
Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 1-833-
754-0929 (1)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (l)

Services

FREE HIGH SPEED internet
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of
select programs incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE with
one-time $20 copay. Free ship-
ping & handling. Call Maxsip

Telecom today! 1-866-981-
3302 (1)
TIMESHARE CANCEL-

LATION EXPERTS - Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207 (1)

December ﬁwi pF = i

GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

Camelot Quto LILC

Get Holiday Cash NOW
260-307-1302

@e ?ﬁup %unk Cars

<2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

Free Estimate on
Metal Roofing
& More

260-273-9776

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-

Home Healthcare. pLiLIy

D i NAELA
As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN
ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning
« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Primary
Contracting, LLC

House’s and barns - Metal or Shingle Roofs
Decks or New Construction Additions Pole Barns

260-223-4276 Ask for Edwin Wickey

Inspections for remodeling

AN MUNCH MORE! COMPETITIVE RATES!

Free Estimates and

.Humr. Remodel and Repair

~Q

l‘/Repalr Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete - Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile » Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

Locally
Owned

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

qv_:e« ofFice 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

Seamless
Sure-Flo Gutiers
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

B INDIANA FARM
i . BUREAU INSURANCE"

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place ¢ Bluffton, IN
Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan

/e/v Hlack

& { ssociales

10X10 $45
10x20 $65

South Side
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

GA RAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models + broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”
Callus at 824-3262
DOWNSIzING HIDEAWAY
SHOBT ON SPAGE, BEERs*BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K1 for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. ¢ 824-0455

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

R Warren Tﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor|
222 N. Wayne St.,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN

Jim Ameter
For as

littleas .. 1 PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call
THE NEWS-BANNER  824:0224

E E ’ or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is
@ Tues, Dec.26!

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

ASSISTING IN:

« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

A-1 U-Stor
Q Safe & Secure

Self Storage

= 824-1846
«Safety Lighting <Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com &
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

COUNTRY
PLACE apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

+ 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

« Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered
TDD: 7-1-1
@ LL)- OssianApartments.com






