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By SYDNEY KENT
The year was 1984, and the merchants 

group in downtown Bluffton was in need of 
a Santa for the Christmas season. 

Lauren “Bud” Elzroth, an employee 
with Franklin Electric, was the first choice 
for the position; he had served as the desig-
nated Santa for the annual company Christ-
mas party for years prior. Unfortunately, he 
wasn’t available.

His son, however, was up for the chal-
lenge — and the extra cash. Jeff Elzroth 
borrowed a Santa suit and agreed to the 
task. He didn’t know that “yes” would con-
tinue for the next 40 years and counting.

“I took it over that year so I had money 
to buy my kids presents for Christmas,” Elz-
roth explained. “I just loved it so much and I 
loved kids. So when they asked me to come 
back, I was like, ‘Sure thing.’”

With that, the money that Elzroth earned 
for Christmas was ultimately redirected 
to purchase a suit that would bring joy to 
the community. The community returned 
the favor. Over the past four decades, Elz-
roth has been an integral piece of countless 
Christmas memories.

“Years ago at Sonlight Church, I was in 
a play,” Elzroth recounted. “In the past, we 
would always go to the hospital on Christ-
mas Eve to see if there were any kids to 
visit. If there were, we would find some-
thing to take up to them with permission. 
We’ve even had brand new deliveries — 
I’ve held a baby that was two hours old.”

Elzroth has donated time throughout his 
tenure as jolly Saint Nick at local day cares 
and the head start program. He has also 
delivered a wide variety of gifts. Jeff and Amy Elzroth as Santa and Mrs. Claus at the annual Winter Wonderland event on Thurs-

day. (Photo by Sydney Kent)

Bluffton’s very own 
Santa marks 40th year

(Continued on Page 2)

‘Christmas Around the World’
Lancaster Elementary School students hosted friends, family and peers for showings of their special Christmas concert 
on Thursday. Music teacher Hannah Hobson directed students through songs of “Christmas Around the World,” featuring 
songs from different traditions. Pictured, the choir sings “African Noel” from West Africa with teachers Allyson Schwartz 
and Zach Teeple assisting on percussion. (Photo by Holly Gaskill) 

Ossian Elementary’s historians
Fourth grade students at Ossian Elementary School hosted a “Learning Museum” on 
Friday, where they dressed up as people, places and events from the “Who was...?” 

nonfiction book series. Judd Bauermeister (above) dressed as Albert Einstein and 
Cayla Wolford (right, top) dressed for the Amazon Rainforest are pictured sharing 

their research projects with fellow students. At right bottom, Charlotte Scott, Holley 
Cole and Ellie Sands dress as British royalty, Queen Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria, and 

Princess Diana. Scott said she chose to study Queen Elizabeth I because she liked 
learning about sightings of Elizabeth’s ghost. Walking through the special museum,  
a visiting student exclaimed, “This is so cool — this used to be a gym.” (Photos by 

Holly Gaskill)

Homeless 
population 
is up 12 
percent 

By KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States experienced a dra-
matic 12 percent increase in home-
lessness to its highest reported 
level as soaring rents and a decline 
in coronavirus pandemic assis-
tance combined to put housing out 
of reach for more Americans, fed-
eral officials said Friday.

About 653,000 people were 
homeless, the most since the coun-
try began using the yearly point-
in-time survey in 2007. The total 
in the January count represents an 
increase of about 70,650 from a 
year earlier.

The latest estimate indicates 
that people becoming homeless for 
the first time were behind much of 
the increase.

A rise in family homelessness 
(Continued on Page 2)

By NAJIB JOBAIN, JACK JEFFERY 
and JULIA FRANKEL 

Associated Press
RAFAH, Gaza Strip (AP) — Israeli troops mistakenly 

shot three hostages to death Friday in a battle-torn neighbor-
hood of Gaza City, and an Israeli strike killed a Palestinian 
journalist in the south of the besieged territory, underscoring 
the ferocity of Israel’s ongoing onslaught.

The deaths were announced as a U.S. envoy tried to per-
suade the Israelis to scale back their campaign sooner rather 
than later.

The hostages were killed in the Gaza City area of Shijaiyah, 
where troops have been engaged in fierce fighting with Hamas 
militants in recent days. The soldiers mistakenly identified 
the three Israelis as a threat and opened fire on them, said the 
army’s chief spokesman, Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari.

He said it was believed that the three had either fled their 
captors or been abandoned.

“Perhaps in the last few days, or over the past day, we 
still don’t know all the details, they reached this area,” 
Hagari said. He said the army expressed “deep sorrow” and 
was investigating.

Hamas and other militants abducted more than 240 peo-

Israeli military says 
it mistakenly killed 
3 Israeli hostages

(Continued on Page 2)
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Santa and Mrs. Claus

Weather
Saturday, December 16, 2023

(24-hour observations at 9:07 p.m. Friday)
High: 56; Low: 31; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.24  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Today: A 10 percent 

chance of showers after 5 
p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 51. Southeast wind 
5 to 10 mph. 

Tonight: Showers, main-
ly after 7 p.m. Low around 
41. South wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 90 percent. New precipitation 
amounts between a quarter and half of an inch possible. 

Sunday: A 50 percent chance of showers, mainly before 
1 p.m. Cloudy, with a high near 48. South wind around 10 
mph becoming west in the afternoon. 

Sunday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers. Cloudy, 
with a low around 32. West wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts 
as high as 20 mph. 

Monday: Snow showers likely, possibly mixed with 
rain, becoming all snow after 1 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 36. Breezy. Chance of precipitation is 60 percent. 
New snow accumulation of less than one inch possible. 

Monday Night: A 20 percent chance of snow showers 
before 1 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 20. Blus-
tery. 

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 33.
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 24.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 41.
Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

31.
Thursday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 44.
Thursday Night: A slight chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 35.
Friday: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high 

near 45.

Country Road 
Primitives

Store Closing For the Winter Sale
Dec. 22nd, 23rd, 29th and 30th  •  10am to 4pm

2446 E. 350 N., Bluffton, IN
260-273-0222

50% off All
Inventory

(except Bereavement)

Bereavement Shop will continue taking 
orders and serving customers by calling 

260-273-0222 for personal appointments.

Have A Very Merry Christmas!
343434343434343434

343434343434343434

Al Pfister
Sale Manager

Call Al • 260-760-8922
Email: auction@adamswells.com

Auction Marketing Specialists Since 1944

1-800-451-2709
www.schraderauction.com

1169 N. Main St. Ste. 14 Bluffton, IN

30 Years Experience 
Land, Farms, Farm 

Equipment, Estate Sales

Call Today!

260-824-4626
TDD 800-326-9193 #776

• Laundry Facilities in Building
• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance
• $20 Application fee

Capri Meadows 
Apartments

58 Capri Court • Bluff ton, IN

• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

Utilities
Included! Applications 

Accepted 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. & 

Fri. 10am-4pm
(Closed Wednesday)

1, 2 & 3 
Bedroom 

Apartments

Deadline for Christmas Eve, Day events 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day church and commu-

nity events should be sent to The News-Banner by 5 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 18. A list of events will appear in the Thurs-
day, Dec. 21 edition of the The News-Banner.

Both religious and non-religious events can be included. 
Please also send church service information if there is a 
change in regular worship schedules due to the holiday.

Information should include:
• The name and address of the church.
• Times and dates for all events.
• Any specific details about the event planned.
• A contact phone number (N-B use only) 
Information can be submitted by email at email@news-

banner.com, or brought into the N-B’s office at 125 N. John-
son St. in Bluffton. Information may be edited for length or 
grammar.

“I have delivered a horse, 
guinea pig, cat, dog, a little 
bit of everything over the 
years,” Elzroth laughed. 
“And you know, we get your 
typical request for a million 
dollars. One request almost 
made me cry one year. There 
was a little girl, and her par-
ents were fighting and get-
ting divorced. She asked 
me if her parents could get 
back together. I told her 
there was probably nothing 
I could do, but I would say 
a prayer with her. And I did. 
Four years ago, we even did 
a marriage proposal.”

“This year, they will have 
three kids,” Amy Elzroth, 
the beloved Mrs. Claus for 
12 years, added.

“When Amy and I met,” 
Elzroth said. “She agreed to 
do this with me, though she 
was very shy. We would go 
out to the middle school 
and Southern Wells in front 
of a couple hundred peo-
ple.”

“I would hide behind him 
a little bit,” Amy smiled.

“She was a huge help,” 
Elzroth continued. “I told 
her she could do the pic-
tures, and she said she want-
ed a suit. The kids would 
often come up and start 
screaming as soon as they 

saw me, and so they sat with 
her.”

The couple have five 
children and 19 grandchil-
dren together. When the 
children were younger, Elz-
roth said he kept Santa a 
secret from them, just as his 
parents had done with him. 
As they aged, they became 
his helpers.

“All of my kids helped 
me uptown, they were 
my little elves,” Elzroth 
laughed. “They took pic-
tures, collected money for 
me. (My daughter) Kira 
(Lee) was the best. A cou-
ple of my kids would come 
around for home visits with 
me and dress up like elves.”

“It’s been very fun hav-
ing him be Santa my whole 
life,” Lee said. “I looked 
forward to helping with 
Santa’s workshop every year 
and riding downtown on the 
fire truck. I love seeing the 
repeat people every year and 
the new ones. He’s always 
been great with remember-
ing names, which is always 
surprising for the kids. The 
best part is having him be 
Santa for my daughter now 
too.”

“Our grandkids don’t 
really know,” Elzroth added. 
“Our newest one doesn’t, 
but they’ve seen us, they 

always make a point to take 
a picture with us. That’s 
really special and that will 
be something they get to 
look at.”

From advances in pho-
tography to the fluctuating 
economy, Elzroth explained 
that the Santa experience has 
changed over the past four 
decades.

“People don’t hire Santa 
anymore,” Elzroth said. 
“COVID is when it seemed 
like everything changed, we 
didn’t do any bookings at 
all. I was afraid we would 
have spread it. It was the 
only time we ever missed 
Christmas. Up until then, 
I came to town on the fire-
truck and we had the light-
ing ceremony. Bluffton did 
away with the lighting cer-
emony after COVID. It’s 
really sad.”

Elzroth recalled an 
impactful donation he 
received the year he was 
forced to miss Christmas 
due to the virus.

“I cried when I saw the 
money,” Elzroth said. “It 
was from one of the fami-
lies we have been going to 
for over 30 years. The year 
before, we had just bought 
new suits and everything 
and thought we would lose a 
lot of money.”

The Claus suits are made 
of velour, and cost approxi-
mately $1,200 each. Elz-
roth also has to replace the 
beard for the costume every 
few years. In between new 
beards, a local stylist at Hair 
By Design styles the beard.

“Easily thousands of dol-
lars in investment in the 
suits alone, but do you know 
what people notice?” Elz-
roth quipped. “My wife’s 
nails.”

The Elzroth’s said that 
they plan to continue to fill 
the beloved roles for as long 
as they can.

“I will be 65 in a few 
months,” Elzroth said. 
“We’ve already slowed 
down. The regulars keep us 
coming back, families that 
we have done for decades. 
It’s kind of like our fam-
ily too. We see who has 
arrived, who has passed 
away. One family gives us 
envelopes for the adults 
every year. They get their 
envelope, but they still 
have to sit on my lap and 
take a picture.”

Though Santa and Mrs. 
Claus are fully booked on 
Christmas Eve this year, 
they will be available from 
1-3 p.m. today at the Family 
Farm and Home store.

sydney@news-banner.com

ended a downward trend that began in 
2012.

“For those on the frontlines of this 
crisis, it’s not surprising,” said Ann 
Oliva, chief executive officer at the 
National Alliance to End Homeless-
ness, an advocacy group.

Housing and Urban Development 
Secretary Marcia Fudge said the data 
underscored an “urgent need” to sup-
port proven solutions that help people 
quickly exit homelessness and that pre-
vent homelessness in the first place.

Going back to the first 2007 survey, 
the U.S. then made steady progress for 
about a decade in reducing the home-
less population as the government 
focused particularly on increasing 
investments to get veterans into hous-
ing. The number of homeless people 
dropped from about 637,000 in 2010 to 
about 554,000 in 2017.

The numbers ticked up to about 
580,000 in the 2020 count and held rel-
atively steady over the next two years 
as Congress responded to the COVID-
19 pandemic with emergency rental 
assistance, stimulus payments, aid to 
states and local governments and a 
temporary eviction moratorium.

Jeff Olivet, executive director of the 
U.S. Interagency Council on Home-
lessness, a federal agency, said the 
extra assistance “held off the rise in 
homelessness that we are now seeing.” 
He said numerous factors are behind 
the problem.

“The most significant causes are 
the shortage of affordable homes and 
the high cost of housing that have left 
many Americans living paycheck to 
paycheck and one crisis away from 
homelessness,” Olivet said.

Within the overall rise, homeless-
ness among individuals rose by nearly 
11 percent, among veterans by 7.4 per-
cent and among families with children 
by 15.5 percent.

People who identify as Black make 
up about 13 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation but comprised 37 percent of all 
people experiencing homelessness. 
People who identify as Hispanic or 
Latino make up about 19 percent of the 

population but comprised about 33 per-
cent of those experiencing homeless-
ness. Also, more than a quarter of the 
adults experiencing homelessness were 
over age 54.

HUD said that rental housing condi-
tions were “extraordinarily challeng-
ing” in 2022, with rents increasing 
at more than twice the rate of recent 
years. It noted that trend has subsided 
since the January count. Such relief 
could show benefits when volunteers 
and housing officials around the coun-
try begin the next homeless count in 
just a few weeks.

Officials also noted that President 
Joe Biden’s budget for this fiscal year 
has recommended guaranteed vouch-
ers for low-income veterans and youths 
aging out of foster care, among other 
investments designed to reduce home-
lessness.

More than half the people experi-
encing homelessness in the country 
were in four states: California, New 
York, Florida and Washington. While 
about 28 percent of the nation’s home-
less are estimated to be in California, 
its increase was only about half the 
national rate. New York’s homeless-
ness went up more than three times 
the national rate, according to HUD’s 
report.

New Hampshire, New Mexico and 
Colorado along with New York saw the 
largest percentage increases in home-
lessness. In all, the number of people 
experiencing homelessness increased 
in 41 states and the District of Colum-
bia, and decreased in just nine states.

Dave Giffen, executive director of 
The Coalition for the Homeless in New 
York City, said the cost of rental hous-
ing soared after the pandemic.

“So when we saw the pandemic-era 
protections go away, we did start to 
see homelessness starting to increase 
again. We saw more people being 
evicted, housing instability,” Giffen 
said. “But then all of that got kind of 
masked by the sudden, very rapid 
influx of new asylum seekers, and that 
is a crisis for which the city and state 
were more unprepared to deal with.”

Starting in the summer of 2022, 

New York City’s homeless shelter sys-
tem has been overwhelmed by waves 
of international migrants who are 
being bused into the city from southern 
U.S. border states. More than 150,000 
migrants have been in the city’s shel-
ters for some period of time.

Mayor Eric Adams has pleaded with 
the federal government for aid to help 
defray the cost of housing migrants, 
which he says will run into the billions 
of dollars over the next few years. He 
has chastised the governor of Texas, 
for arranging to bus migrants out 
of that state to New York. Adams, a 
Democrat, has also asked for legal and 
bureaucratic changes that would allow 
migrants to get work permits more eas-
ily.

HUD did not get data that enabled 
it to separate out the specific impact 
of migrants and asylum seekers on 
homelessness, but some communities 
indicated it did affect their increase. 
The Biden administration has provided 
more than $1 billion in grant fund-
ing to cities and states to fund critical 
needs for migrants. It’s also identify-
ing potential federal land and buildings 
that can be made available for shelter 
and other services for migrants, said a 
senior HUD official not authorized to 
publicly discuss the report.

HUD also sought to highlight 
improvements and noted that some 
communities bucked the national trend. 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and the sur-
rounding region, for example, saw a 
49 percent drop from the 2022 count 
to this year’s. Chattanooga increased 
efforts to more rapidly connect people 
to permanent housing and boosted 
efforts to prevent people from becom-
ing homeless.

Other communities highlighted for 
a drop were Dallas, which experienced 
a 3.8 percent decrease, and Newark 
and Essex County, New Jersey, which 
saw a 16.7 percent drop. Houston has 
closed numerous homeless encamp-
ments across the city and saw a 17 
percent reduction in unsheltered home-
lessness. San Jose, California, and 
Tucson, Arizona, were also cited for 
improvements.

ple in the Oct. 7 attack that 
triggered the war, and the 
hostages’ plight has domi-
nated public discourse in 
Israel ever since. Their 
families have led a powerful 
public campaign calling on 
the government to do more 
to bring them home.

Demonstrations in soli-
darity with the hostages and 
their families take place 
nearly every day. Late Fri-
day, hundreds of protesters 
blocked Tel Aviv’s main 
highway in a spontaneous 
demonstration calling for the 
the hostages’ return.

Israeli political and mili-
tary leaders often say free-
ing all the hostages is their 
top aim in the war alongside 
destroying Hamas.

Still, in seven weeks 
since ground troops pushed 
into northern Gaza, they 
have not rescued any hos-
tages, though they freed one 
early in the conflict and have 
found the bodies of several 
others. Hamas released over 
100 in swaps for Palestin-
ian prisoners last month, and 
more than 130 are believed 
to still be in captivity.

The three hostages were 

identified as young men who 
had been abducted from 
Israeli communities near 
the Gaza border — Yotam 
Haim, 28, Samer Al-Talalka 
25, and Alon Shamriz, 26.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu called 
their deaths an “unbearable 
tragedy” and vowed to con-
tinue “with a supreme effort 
to return all the hostages 
home safely.”

In southern Gaza, the Al 
Jazeera television network 
said an Israeli strike Friday 
in the city of Khan Younis 
killed cameraman Samer 
Abu Daqqa and wounded its 
chief correspondent in Gaza, 
Wael Dahdouh. The two 
were reporting at a school 
that had been hit by an ear-
lier airstrike when a drone 
launched a second strike, the 
network said.

Khan Younis has been the 
main target of Israel’s ground 
offensive in the south.

Speaking from a hospi-
tal bed, Dahdouh told the 
network that he managed to 
walk to an ambulance. But 
Abu Daqqa lay bleeding in 
the school and died hours 
later. An ambulance tried to 
reach the school to evacu-

ate him but had to turn back 
because roads were blocked 
by the rubble of destroyed 
houses, it said.

Dahdouh, a veteran of 
covering Israel-Gaza wars 
whose wife and children 
were killed by an Israeli 
strike earlier in the war, was 
wounded by shrapnel in his 
right arm.

According to the Com-
mittee to Protect Journalists, 
Abu Daqqa is the 64th jour-
nalist to be killed since the 
conflict erupted: 57 Palestin-
ians, four Israelis and three 
Lebanese journalists.

Palestinian U.N. Ambas-
sador Riyad Mansour told a 
General Assembly meeting 
on the war that Israel “targets 
those who could document 
(their) crimes and inform the 
world, the journalists.”

“We mourn one of those 
journalists, Samer Abu 
Daqqa, wounded in an Israe-
li drone strike and left to 
bleed to death for six hours 
while ambulances were pre-
vented from reaching him,” 
Mansour said.

The Israeli army did not 
immediately respond to an 
Associated Press request 
for comment about Abu 

Daqqa’s death.
Israel’s offensive has 

flattened much of northern 
Gaza and driven 80 percent 
of Gaza’s population of 2.3 
million from their homes. 
Displaced people have 
squeezed into shelters main-
ly in the south in a spiraling 
humanitarian crisis.

The offensive has killed 
more than 18,700 Palestin-
ians, according to the Health 
Ministry in Gaza. Thou-
sands more are missing and 
feared dead beneath the rub-
ble. The ministry does not 
differentiate between civil-
ian and combatant deaths. 
Its latest count did not spec-
ify how many were women 
and minors, but they have 
consistently made up around 
two-thirds of the dead in 
previous tallies.

While battered by the 
Israeli onslaught, Hamas has 
continued its attacks. On Fri-
day it fired rockets from Gaza 
toward central Israel, setting 
off sirens in Jerusalem for the 
first time in weeks but caus-
ing no injuries. The group’s 
resilience called into question 
whether Israel can defeat it 
without wiping out the entire 
territory.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Homeless population

Israeli military
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths. 

“Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of death, 
basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and services and the name of 
the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not meet the 
definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publication.

Police Notebook

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

Sunday, December 17

Concert at 10 AM

Worship Service at 10:30 AM

First Presbyterian Church Special Christmas 
Concert and Worship Service

Featuring the A440 Strings from Fort Wayne Philharmonic
Sunday, December 17 • Concert at 10 AM • Worship Service at 10:30 AM

The A440 Strings, all members of the Fort Wayne Philharmonic, will 
perform Traditional Christmas music and other seasonal music.

Violinist Pablo Vasquez • Violinist Alexandre Tsilibes
Violist Kristin Westover • Cellist Brian Klickman

First Presbyterian Church in Bluffton is located at 215 E. Dustman Road. 
Everyone is invited to this special Worship Service!

Destination Recreation
If becoming fitter is part of your New 

Year’s resolution, we have an excellent 
goal for you to reach. Around 220 people 
commit to doing the Wells Winter 100 
Mile Virtual Challenge each year. The 
idea is to run or walk 100 miles between 
Jan. 1 – March 21 (the first day of spring). 

Whatever your fitness goals are for 
2024, this challenge will help you build 
and maintain a solid base, while reinforc-
ing good habits and consistency through 
group accountability and motivation. All 
you need is an average of just under 10 
miles a week – simple as that. The price 
of the challenge is only $25.00. 

By registering, you receive access 
to our Strava group, where you can log 
your miles and view the leaderboard 
(Note: You can also submit your miles 
via email), a Wells 100 Challenge T-Shirt, 
and a finishing medal if you complete 
100 miles by March 22. There will also 
be chances to win additional prizes and 
discounts by submitting photos and com-
ments on Strava or the Wells Winter 100 
Challenge Facebook Page.

If you want a warm place to walk, stop 
by the FREE Weekday Walkers in the 
City Gym from 8:30-10:30 a.m. Enter the 
glass door on the west side of City Hall 
and sign in on the wooden door before 
you enter. Twenty laps equal one mile. If 
running on a treadmill is more your pace, 
consider signing up for a year-long city 
gym membership for only $95. Stop by 
the park office on the 2nd floor of City 
Hall to sign up. 

Don’t forget to check the Bluffton 
Parks Facebook page to see where Pep-
permint the Elf is hiding next! Children 
12 and under are encouraged to look for 
a clue to the elf’s whereabouts, then go 
to that park and take a selfie when they 
find a photo of him. Post those photos 
on our Facebook page, and we will draw 
winners to pick up a prize at City Hall. 
Hurry before time runs out. The Search 

for Santa’s Helper game 
will end on Dec. 20.

It’s voting time for 
the annual Gingerbread Contest. While 
you are checking out the events on our 
Facebook page, be sure to “like” your 
favorite gingerbread creation in each age 
category. Voting ends Monday, Dec. 18, 
and the winners will be announced the 
next day. 

Many people have been asking about 
taking crochet lessons, so we have sched-
uled additional classes after the first of 
the year. Hooked on Crochet classes will 
be taught by Kathy Gehrett at the Wash-
ington Park pavilion from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
on Thursdays, Jan. 11, 18 and 25. Learn-
ing to crochet will give you a lifetime of 
pleasure and relaxation. You can learn to 
create handmade items for yourself and 
those you love. 

Three one-hour group lessons cost $20 
(exact change preferred) due the first day. 
Yarn and instructions will be provided, 
and you will need to bring a size H hook. 
Call the park office to pre-register at 824-
6069 or email events@blufftonindiana.
gov. Class size is limited and open to 
beginners and advanced students. 

Join us on Christmas Eve at 9 a.m. for 
a FREE Santa Run/Walk. We will pro-
vide Santa and elf hats and jingle bells to 
the first 75 to check in. Donuts will be 
served after the run/walk until 10 a.m. in 
the city gym. Check-in opens on Dec. 24 
at 8:15 a.m. at the City Gym.

The final Theater Thursday for the 
year is this Thursday, Dec. 21, at the 
Wells County Public Library. We look 
forward to seeing you by 10 a.m. to enjoy 
the film Last Christmas, rated PG-13. 

Please note that Community Harvest 
closes to give employees time off during 
the holidays to be with their families. The 
Farm Wagon at Life Community Church 
will only take Tuesday, Dec. 26 off and 
will return to the regular schedule starting 
on Jan. 2 at 9 a.m.

Have a great week!

&News  Notes

Bluffton &Parks   Rec

By Brandy 
Fiechter

BHMS students
become authors through
self-publishing opportunity

Sixth-grade students in Clarissia Tije-
rina’s writing class at Bluffton-Harrison 
Middle School had the unique opportunity 
this fall to write, create, publish, and sell 
their own books as part of National Young 
Author’s Fair USA 2023.

Tijerina says the idea came from an email 
Superintendent Brad Yates sent to staff 
about the opportunity. Students had been 
learning in Tijerina’s class about fractured 
fairy tales, which changed the point of view 
of classic fairy tales. Some students incorpo-
rated that lesson into their books, while oth-
ers created new projects.

For Tijerina, it’s about giving the stu-
dents the tools and empowering their voices 
to write. Every year, she tries to find ways to 
encourage students to take their writing and 
give it more purpose. When students com-
pleted their required in-class work, this was 
an optional project they could participate in. 
Most students completed their stories inde-
pendently at home, but could also work on 
them in their free time once work was done.

“Every year I try to take something out 
of the classroom that gives more meaningful 
purpose to their writing, other than a grade. 
I want them to understand that their voice 
matters,” Tijerina says.

Twenty-seven students and Tijerina have 
published their books with a combined total 
of 44 books. Some students wrote two or 
three books. Copies will be purchased for 
the BHMS library under a “Student Pub-
lished Authors” section.

“I enjoy writing books for others to 
read. It was fun to use my imagination and 
to share that with others,” Renley Hurst 
explained.

Tijerina says the BriBooks program is 
easy to use. Students can type or talk to text 
straight onto the page, and get feedback in 
real-time on grammar and spelling. They 
can also select from a large bank of graph-
ics to illustrate their books. The books fea-
ture a biography and photo of the authors on 
the back cover, just like any other published 
book.

“It was a pretty easy process,” student 
Naomi Dailey says. “They were very good 
at helping us fix grammar errors. It was 
a fun and exciting experience. It is a cool 
opportunity to publish our book and sell it 
online.”

Tijerina fully vetted each book before 
signing off on them. After the books were 
completed, they were listed on Amazon for 
purchase — and students get royalties for 
each book sold. The program is free for stu-
dents to use, and BriBooks also waived the 
fees associated with obtaining ISBNs for the 
students’ books.

“Seeing the pride on the students’ faces, 
as they bring me their books,” Tijerina says, 
“makes this teacher very proud. They have 
done an amazing job!”

Students are currently in the promotion 
portion of the project. Book promotion is 
until Dec. 17. Currently, nearly 100 student 
books have already been sold. A few stu-
dents will present excerpts of their books to 
the BHMSD school board on Monday, Dec. 
18.

Search for books by author’s name or 
book title, and check for sale updates at: 
https://www.yaf.bribooks.com/us/dash-
board) Awards are available to the top 10 
“Best Seller” winners.

Little Angels
Cleo Graham, Zoe Osborne and Fiona Striker sing along to “10 Little Angels” during the 
preschool recital at Bluffton-Harrison Elementary School on Friday. The students also 
sang “Sugar Plum Fairy,” “Must be Santa,” “I’m the Happiest Christmas Tree” and “Feliz 
Navidad.” (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

INCIDENTS
City:
Thursday, 3:31 p.m., 1200 

block of Lancaster Street. 
Caller reported subject violat-
ed protection order by appear-
ing at property and “putting 
hands” on her. One subject 
arrested for domestic battery 
and invasion of privacy.

Thursday, 4:09 p.m., 1000 
block of West Cherry Street. 
Caller reported a young tod-
dler reported someone inap-
propriately touched her.

Thursday, 9:58 p.m., Pey-
ton’s Northern Distribution 
Center. Caller reported dam-
age to mirror from unknown 
vehicle.

Thursday, 11:38 p.m., 200 
block of East Market Street. 
Caller requested to turn 
ammunition over to officer.

Friday, 1:05 p.m., 400 
block of West Miller Street. 
Caller requested welfare 
check for mother who 
allowed subject in residence 
after they offered to pave her 
driveway. Subject then ques-

tioned mother’s medication.
Friday, 1:25 p.m., 300 

block of Autumn Court. 
Welfare check requested for 
elderly subject, contact made.

County:
Thursday, 12:54 p.m., 

Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served at the jail.

Thursday, 11:33 p.m., 
Ind. 1 and East 400 North, 
Bluffton. Subject arrested 
for driving while suspended 
with a prior suspension.

Friday, 7:45 a.m., South 
Meridian Road and East 250 
South, Bluffton. Car versus 
deer.

Friday, 8:16 a.m., Wells 
County Jail. Warrant served 
at the jail.

Friday, 9:14 a.m., 5900 
North Miller Street, Union-
dale. Dispatch received a 
call and hang up with no 
more information. When 
officers arrived, they found 
multiple subjects outside. 
One man advised he had just 
had an affair with his wife’s 
sister and his wife would 

not leave. The man’s wife 
advised she had suspicions 
he had been unfaithful when 
he was not in bed at 4 a.m. 
She reportedly went to her 
sister’s house after his work 
reported he was not there 
and found the two together.

Ossian:
Friday, 7:29 a.m., Ind. 1 

and Ind. 224, Ossian. Report 
of a car accident with three 
to four vehicles involved and 
injuries.

ARRESTS
Lee Mack Breedlove, 33, 

Bluffton, domestic battery, 
a Level 6 felony, and inva-
sion of privacy, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$50,000.

Mikala Paige Bailey, 
23, Bluffton, two counts 
of domestic battery with 
serious bodily injury, both 
Level 5 felonies. Bond set at 
$20,000.

Satar Satar, 43, Fort 
Wayne, driving while sus-
pended — prior conviction, 
a Class A misdemeanor.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner
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The hick has returned 
to Hoosierland

Have you ever 
felt like Mark 
Twain’s character 
in “A Connecticut Yankee in King 
Arthur’s Court”? Out of place, even 
out of your epoch?

A Hoosier Hick in the Big Apple. 
Same thing.

Many of you have likely experi-
enced this, but this was the first adven-
ture into the heart of the city for the 
Millers — a “Christmas in NYC” bus 
trip. So glad I wasn’t driving, more 
so in the city than to and from, but that wouldn’t have 
been any fun either.

We stayed just across the Hudson River in Secaucus, 
New Jersey, which looks an awful lot like Weehawken 
and East Rutherford and North Bergen. We drove by 
the Meadowlands Sports Complex several times com-
ing and going, home of the Jets and the Giants. Also the 
scene of a lousy performance by my Packers Monday 
evening. But I digress.

It was just five miles from our hotel to Midtown 
Manhattan, which at about 8 a.m. on a weekday means 
one hour and 15 minutes. Except for Friday, which took 
us less than 20. Even our local New York guide could 
not pinpoint a reason for that.

Day One: Strawberry Fields Memorial and the 
building where John and Oko lived .. and the front 
entrance where he was gunned down. Central Park. 
Grant’s Tomb. Harold Square and Macy’s where the 
Thanksgiving Day Parade begins.

You have to have reservations to see Santa at 
Macy’s. There is still a long line. 
Long. But a friendly elf guides 
people in and answers Hoosier 
questions. He wishes us a 
Merry Christmas and when 
we return the greeting he 
reaches into his apron and 
gives us a “Macy’s Santaland, 
2023” button. Best souvenir I 
brought home. Actually, the only 
one beside a couple ticket stubs. 
And it was free.

Times Square, an early dinner, time for a stop at 
Smith’s Bar. The Smith in our group insisted on buying. 
He was a popular guy. Pictures were in order. Then on 
to a performance of “Hamilton.” We’ve watched the 
video on Disney+ but in-person is a bit different. Just a 
bit.

Day Two. A morning behind-the-scenes tour of 
Radio City Music Hall where we got to meet a real 
Rockette. We learned there are actually two “teams” or 
“casts” of Rockettes, since they do four shows a day. 
But it’s not a year-round job. Hundreds audition for just 
a few openings each year. The Rockette we met has a 
degree from Boston College in four kinds of dancing. 
Pretty impressive. 

Then time enough for several members of our group 
to ice skate at Rockefeller Center. We checked out  
NBC Studios just across the street and saw Al Roker 
taping something; then a tour of the Intrepid Museum 
which houses the Enterprise space shuttle before 
another early dinner so we could head back to Radio 
City Music Hall for the evening performance of the 
Rockettes Christmas Spectacular. Whew. Usually, when 
something is billed as “spectacular” it is not. If you’ve 
seen it, you know it is. Truly amazing. I honestly think I 
was smiling during the full 90 minutes or so.

Day Three: Lower Manhattan. A view of a very 
distant Statue of Liberty. Thought we’d get closer. The 
FiDi — Financial District — and the 9/11 Memorial 
and Museum. It is not possible to characterize this as a 
“fun day.” We’ve been to the USS Arizona Memorial at 
Pearl Harbor. A very similar experience. 

Our Last Supper in New York was at a classic Italian 
eatery — Carmine’s — that fed us family style. Huge 
plates of Italian salad and appetizers. Huge plates of 
sausage-and-pasta and shrimp-and-pasta. We thought 
we were ready for dessert until they brought out huge 
plates of chicken-and-pasta and salmon-and-pasta. They 
offered to box up the leftovers but what would we have 
done with it? As we were leaving the restaurant, waiting 
outside was one of the relatively few homeless people 
we came across on the trip. There was a universal 
lament: What we’d just thrown away would have fed 
this poor guy for two months.

Every trip to New York City, I understand, is 
required by law to include the Empire State Building. 
Judging by how things are laid out, nighttime is the best 
time to avoid the crowds. We got to the top and enjoyed 
the spectacular views — again, living up to its billing 
— in pretty good time. 

But we didn’t see Cary Grant or Deborah Kerr or 
Tom Hanks or Meg Ryan. There was a cardboard cut-
out of the Elf (Will Ferrell) but we passed on a pose 
with that.

New York is supposed to be crowded. What’s a word 
that triples that? Quadruples? Is it possible to have grid-
lock on a sidewalk? Yes.

New York is expected to be expensive. It’s not if you 
don’t spend money.

New Yorkers are supposed to be rude. There was one 
fellow, an usher at the Empire State Building, who we 
think was just trying to fill that stereotype. Otherwise, 
you’d have thunk they are all Hoosiers. Enough to 
make us feel at home? They tried, but I am happy as a 
Hoosier Hick.

miller@news-banner.com

Saturday’s Sub

Mark Miller

To pass a compromise on funding for bor-
der security and Ukraine, Senate Democrats 
are going to have to learn some new math — 
because the old Democratic math won’t cut it.

Here is the old math: You need 60 votes to 
pass a bill in the Senate, and Democrats have 
51 votes, so all they need to do is win over 
nine Republicans and — voilà! — bipartisan 
compromise.

No longer. The 51+9 model might have 
worked during the first two years of Joe 
Biden’s presidency, when Democrats con-
trolled the House (which would pass what-
ever compromise Senate Democrats came up 
with). But the House is in Republican hands 
now, and the GOP majority knows that any border 
security measure which passes the Senate without 
losing at least some Democratic support will be — 
practically by definition — nothing more than window 
dressing. That means it is dead on arrival in the lower 
chamber.

Despite his public demands that the Senate approve 
H.R.2, the House GOP’s excellent border security bill, 
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) understands that Sen-
ate Democrats won’t do that. But to pass the House, 
a compromise bill must make changes to our border 
laws robust enough that it will inevitably lose some 
Democratic support in the Senate.

Senate Republicans agree. “This is going to end 
up being 30 and 30,” Sen. James Lankford (R-Okla.), 
who is leading negotiations for a compromise, recently 
told Politico. “We’re going to have folks on my side 
that are going to say, not enough, no way, there [are] 
still loopholes” on the border. And “we’re going to 
have folks on the other side that are going to say [it is 
too] draconian, non-compassionate” and refuse to vote 
for it. Only after making changes that cause some sen-
ate Democrats to balk will the Biden administration 
have a bill that can become law.

In other words, the key to passing a Ukraine-border 
compromise will not be addition but  subtraction. 
Senate Republican leaders are ready to move forward 
knowing they will lose about 10 GOP senators who 
are dead-set against any additional aid to Ukraine. 
They also know they will have to make border policy 
compromises that will cost additional GOP votes. The 
question is: What fundamental changes to our border-
security laws are Biden and Senate Majority Leader 
Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) willing to make that will 
cost some Democratic votes in the Senate — yet make 
the bill palatable enough to pass the GOP-controlled 
House?

Democrats tried to avoid making real concessions 
and shaming the GOP for delaying aid to Ukraine and 
Israel. “Republicans — and only Republicans — are 
holding everything up because of unrealistic, maxi-
malist demands on the border,” Schumer thundered 
on the Senate floor on Monday. Those pressure tactics 

were never going to work. Even the most pro-
Ukraine Republicans will vote against a bill 
that includes funding to more efficiently pro-
cess illegal migrants entering the country but 
does not do more to stop them from entering 
in the first place.

So now, some on the left are panicking 
that Biden is going to make real, substantive 
changes to border policy that Republicans 
are demanding. Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) 
implored Biden: “Please don’t go down this 
road, don’t cave to the extreme Republican 
immigration proposals … because if you do 
so, you cement your legacy as the asylum 
denier in chief. That’s not something we want 

to see.” If he loses Menendez’s vote on a final pack-
age, that would be a sign real progress is being made.

Getting tough on the border is in Biden’s politi-
cal interest, as well. A recent Wall Street Journal poll 
shows that immigration is the second-most important 
issue to voters, and 64 percent disapprove of his bor-
der policies, while just 27 percent approve. That’s 
because he has presided over the worst border crisis 
in U.S. history. In fiscal 2023, the record for the most 
encounters at the southern border was again broken — 
for the third year in a row. Last week, migrant encoun-
ters hit more 12,000 in a single day — the highest total 
ever recorded. To put that in perspective, in 2019, the 
Obama administration’s homeland security secretary, 
Jeh Johnson, said that 1,000 border encounters a day 
“overwhelms the system.” Wouldn’t it be better for 
Biden’s reelection prospects if border encounters drop 
down from current record levels to the averages under 
the past three (Republican and Democratic) presi-
dents?

Even some Democrats see that the status quo at 
the border is unsustainable. “Honestly, it’s astonish-
ing,” Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pa.) said last week, “you 
essentially have Pittsburgh showing up there at the 
border.” There is a compromise to be had that can win 
60 to 70 votes in the Senate and pass the House. But it 
depends on whether Schumer and Biden are willing to 
move forward with a bill that loses some votes in their 
conference, just like Republicans are.

Doing so would be good for Biden and good for 
the American people — and it would be good for 
Ukraine. The most devastating argument employed by 
the anti-Ukraine right is that Biden cares more about 
securing Ukraine’s border than our own. Well, Biden 
could prove critics right by refusing to secure the 
U.S. border. Or he can prove them wrong by reaching 
an agreement with Republicans that would stop the 
flood of illegal migrants into this country and disarm 
the GOP isolationists of their most potent argument 
against aid to Ukraine.

The American people — and the Ukrainian people 
— are waiting to see what he decides.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen @marcthiessen on X

Marc
Thiessen

A compromise on the border would 
be good for Biden (and for Ukraine)

Root causes of lower learning
We are constantly told 

how necessary it is to find 
the”root causes” of every-
thing, from crime, to illegal 
immigration, to the wave 
of antisemitism spreading 
across many college cam-
puses and in our streets.

Often, this call to exam-
ine root causes is simply a 
distraction that avoids com-
ing up with solutions.

Let’s not kid ourselves 
that the resignation of the 
president of the University 
of Pennsylvania for her refusal to 
unequivocally denounce genocide 
against Jews (though Liz Magill will 
stay on as interim president until a 
replacement is found and will also 
remain a tenured professor ) is going 
to solve anything so long as this atti-
tude prevails among many faculty 
members and the boards that hire 
university presidents. 
The latest involves a 
medical school panel 
at George Washing-
ton University which 
has defended Hamas’ 
“right of resistance.” It will likely 
not be the last as other universities 
confront the issue and their conduct 
codes.

We are paying a price for the jet-
tisoning of standards by which right 
and wrong, good and evil can be 
defined and judged. If everybody is 
right; if truth is subjective, then noth-
ing can be said to be wrong which 

has brought us to the cur-
rent moral chaos and intel-
lectual flabbiness.

C.S. Lewis knew right 
and wrong and how the 
wrong dominates when 
standards disappear. In his 
classic book “The Abolition 
of Man,” Lewis wrote: “ In 
a sort of ghastly simplicity 
we remove the organ and 
demand the function. We 
make men without chests 
and expect of them virtue 

and enterprise. We laugh at 
honour and are shocked to find trai-
tors in our midst. We castrate and bid 
the geldings be fruitful.”

It’s difficult to improve on that 
critique, but Lewis does in this quote 
that also has modern applications: 
“For every one pupil who needs to 
be guarded against a weak excess of 
sensibility there are three who need to 

be awakened from the 
slumber of cold vul-
garity. The task of the 
modern educator is not 
to cut down jungles 
but to irrigate deserts. 

The right defence against false senti-
ments is to inculcate just sentiments. 
By starving the sensibility of our 
pupils we only make them easier prey 
to the propagandist when he comes. 
For famished nature will be avenged 
and a hard heart is no infallible pro-
tection against a soft head.”

The propagandists are in place 
throughout America’s education sys-

tem, especially at the college level. 
The rotting intellectual fruit of their 
excesses can now be seen on cam-
puses and in the streets as students 
and others who know little other than 
what they’ve been taught call for the 
elimination of the Jewish democratic 
state and the murder of Jews. Heil 
Hitler 2023!

Lewis isn’t finished in his critique 
of academia: “A great many of those 
who ‘debunk’ traditional or (as they 
would say) ‘sentimental’ values have 
in the background values of their own 
which they believe to be immune 
from the debunking process.”

This book was written in 1943 in 
the middle of World War II, a war that 
united Americans and Britons. When 
pictures of German death camps were 
published, the country was shocked 
and revolted. The Nazi hatred of Jews 
80 years ago has been resurrected 
in our day. This, too, is revolting, 
especially as it comes from what are 
supposed to be institutions of “higher 
learning.” More like lower learning.

If these excerpts leave you unper-
suaded, try this one: “An open mind, 
in questions that are not ultimate, 
is useful. But an open mind about 
the ultimate foundations either of 
Theoretical or of Practical Reason 
is idiocy. If a man’s mind is open on 
these things, let his mouth at least be 
shut...”

Yes, a mind is a terrible thing to 
waste. It is also a terrible thing to 
lose.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com. 

Cal 
Thomas

... if truth is subjective, 
then nothing can be 

said to be wrong
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A CITY ON A HILL 
CHURCH

705 W.-900 N., 
Uniondale

10 a.m. - Worship.

APOSTOLIC 
CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

APOSTOLIC 
CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,

Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)

4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM 
LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service. 
10:15 - Adult Bible Class, 
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice 
of Bethlehem on 92.7 
FM.

BLUFFTON 
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. -  Sunday 
School. 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6 p.m.  - Service.

DILLMAN UNITED 
BRETHREN

8888S-1100W-90, 
Warren

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 
a.m. - Sunday School.

BLUFFTON 
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness 

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.

blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 & 6:30 
p.m. - Worship.

BOEHMER UNITED 
METHODIST

3467 S 600 W, 
Liberty Center

boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:45 - Sunday School.

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN, ELCA

1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

CHRISTIAN 
NEW LIGHT

1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Praise & wor-
ship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.

10 a.m. - Bible Study. 
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1

mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:15 - Worship. 
(Children’s Church for 
ages 6-12).

DOMESTIC CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school. 
10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST

1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:40 a.m. - Sunday 
School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH 
OF GOD

5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Discipleship.

 
FIRST BAPTIST 

CHURCH OF OSSIAN
1001 Dehner Dr.

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com

9:30 & 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL 
classes. 10:15 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.

firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/

youth & Adult Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
(EVANGELICAL)

123 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian

www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Adult Sun-

day school. 10 a.m. - 
Worship. 11 a.m. - Carry-
in lunch.

FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH OF 
BLUFFTON

301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com

10:15 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:45 - Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E. 
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Wor-
ship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com

8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - 
Service at Main Campus. 
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service, 
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:30 - Sunday School.

LANCASTER CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

9:40 - Fellowship. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
BAPTIST

3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-

con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday 
School. 9:55 - Fellow-
ship. 10:15 - Worship.

LIVING FAITH 
MISSIONARY

17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 

- Sunday School.

LIBERTY CENTER 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir prac-

tice. 9 a.m. - Coffee, 
donuts, conversation. 
9:30 - Worship w/infant 
nursery & children’s 
church. 10:45 - Sunday 
School.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.

lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service 

(Children’s programs 
available).

 
LIVING WATER 

UNITED CHURCH
6486 S 700E, Bluffton

8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 
a.m. - Sunday School. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL 
HILL SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath 
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org

9 a.m. - Adult Bible 
study groups. 10:30 - 
Worship. Children’s & 
student programming 
both hours.

MARKLE 
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St., 

Murray
murraymc.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW HOPE 
LUTHERAN

(Missouri Synod)
8824 N. SR 1, Ossian

newhopelutheran-ossian.
webs.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School 
& Adult Bible study. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218

10 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1

9:30 - Sunday School. 
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org

9:15 a.m. - Bible study. 
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED 
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org

9 a.m. - Worship, Wor-
ship child care nurse. 10 
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Adult Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.

blog.parkub.org
10 a.m. - Connection. 11 

a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 

- Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street

8:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

36 E. Walnut St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 

a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Sunday School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central

 11 a.m. - Worship & the 
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
927 N. Main St.

10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1

sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
Nursery & Children’s 
classes available during 
Sunday School & Wor-
ship.

SOUTHERN WELLS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto
9 & 10:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. - 
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass. 
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or 
by appointment - Confes-
sions. 5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. 

- Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur

stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. 
LUTHERAN

16933 Thiele Rd. 
stmarkfw.org

8:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St., 

Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Children’s Sunday 
School.

TURNPOINTE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com

9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 
10 a.m. - Adult & Chil-
dren’s Worship.

THE CHURCH AT 
MCNATT

9221 W 800 S-90, 
Montpelier

8:30 a.m. - Coffee fel-
lowship. 9:15 - Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.

6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St., 

Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com

9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups. 
10:30 - Worship.

UNIONDALE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

5867 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

 
UNIONTOWN 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER 

CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St., 

Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10-10:30 - Fel-
lowship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

205 S. Adams St., 
Monroe

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 
- Discipleship for adults & 
children.

ZANESVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.
9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST

3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

Call to Worship
This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible 
by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

 643 N. Main St.
  Bluffton

  260-824-4460

 NAPA WELLS CO. 
 AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, 

 INC.

604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN • 622-4115 

CHEVROLET

REBELS & RULE 
FOLLOWERS

I’m a rule follower.
I may talk big and occa-

sionally do some crazy, 
spontaneous things, but at 
heart - I follow the rules.

Wait in line over here? 
Okay.

Avoid that park-
ing area? No prob-
lem.

Leave the mat-
tress tag alone? 
You betcha.

Whether due to 
a strict upbringing 
or years spent fol-
lowing rules in a 
small missionary 
boarding school 
or a simple dislike 
of chaos, I have 
discovered that in 
most instances, behaving in 
an orderly fashion is the best 
practice. Leave it at that — I 
generally follow the rules.

Rule-followers typically 
disdain rebels. We pity them 
for their choices but inward-
ly smile as we watch them 
receive consequences from 
their actions.

While Christians are not 
expected to abide by the 
laws and restrictions of the 
ancient Jewish faith, God 
HAS provided guidelines 
for each of us to follow. In 
reading His Word and imi-
tating the life of Christ, we 
become more like our Sav-
ior, more pleasing to God.

God’s Word also clari-
fies some of the conse-
quences facing those who 
choose NOT to obey these 

principles of holy living. 
The psalmist spoke of such 
rebels when he wrote of 
kings and rulers choosing 
to break the shackles and 
chains placed around them 
by their Creator (Psalm 2: 
1-3). Rather than viewing 
God’s laws of Truth as lov-

ing protections, 
their sinful, alien-
ated hearts chose 
to imagine that 
God was cruelly 
s topping them 
from enjoying life. 
In throwing off 
God’s guidelines, 
they reaped tragic 
consequences.

Throwing off 
hindrances is not 
always wrong. We 
CAN be “good 

rebels.”
Romans 12:1-3 encour-

ages believers to remember 
that, watched by a heavenly 
audience, we should “throw 
off everything that hinders 
us” as we run with endur-
ance a race of obedience 
to God’s Word. This type 
of “revellion” is the good 
kind, in which we dispense 
restraints placed on us by 
sin.

God delights in this type 
of rebel! He wants us to see 
that the ramifications of our 
disobedience far outweigh 
any temporary pleasure we 
may derive from that rebel-
lion.

Decide today to be both 
a spiritual rule follower as 
well as an obedient rebel.

mpaxson99@yahoo.com

a Devotional
              Break

Time to Take

by Martha 
Paxson

•	 Bluffton
•	 lafayette
•	 flora

•	 logansport
•	 frankfort
•	 swayzee

•	 Huntington
•	 waBasH

 Thoma/Rich,
 Lemler

 Funeral Home
 WELLS COUNTY’S

 OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
 308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN

 260-824-3850
 www.thomarich.com

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton • 824-3852

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

 Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver
 “For The Times You Don’t
 Want to Leave Home.”

 114 W. 
 Water

 824-4956

 HIDAY
 AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

 82 4-0900   General Motors

 82 4-1931  Chrysler

 (260)375-2135
 1-800-895-7035

 222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
 Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.

 Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
 Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

More Than 
A Customer...

You’re Family

More Than 

Family Ford 
of Bluff ton

(260)824-1253
Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

 1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
 (260) 824-5940

 Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
 decaturdentalin.com

 Bluffton
 Dental
 Clinic

 NATIONAL OIL
 Delivery to Home

 FARM • BUSINESS
 824-2220

 127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN  
824-1588

604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN • 622-4115 

CHEVROLET

 Les Gerber 
 Insurance

 Perry Gerber
 1120 N. Main St., Bluffton

 260-824-1237

 AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

 126 W. Townley
 Bluffton • 824-3330

 260-565-3131
 A Division of Craigville

 Telephone Company, Inc.

 643 N. Main St.
  Bluffton

  260-824-4460

 NAPA WELLS CO. 
 AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, 

 INC.

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:
• E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
• Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton
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The high-quality care you need can be found right here at the PPG — 
Family Medicine clinic in Bluffton, where Tammy Troutt, PA, is proud to 
welcome new patients of all ages. As a family medicine provider, Tammy 
will partner with you throughout your well-being journey — helping you 
maintain your health, working to prevent disease and caring for you when 
you’re sick. It’s expert care for the whole family, right in your community.  

Get convenient, quality care for your whole family.

To schedule an appointment, call 
(260) 375-3670. 

Tammy Troutt is proud to 
welcome patients in Bluffton.

1169 N. Main St., Suite 5
Bluffton, IN 46714

Tammy Troutt, PA
PPG — Family Medicine

Local Roundup
Solid Waste District board 

will meet Monday
The board of the Wells County Solid 

Waste District will meet at 4 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 18, in Room 105, the multi-purpose 
room on the lower level of the Wells Carn-
egie Government Annex, 223 W. Washing-
ton St.

Topics on the agenda will include: 
• Financial updates
• 2024 Solid Waste District contract
• Supervisor report 

County Drainage Board will 
meet Monday afternoon
The Wells County Drainage Board will 

meet at 4:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 18, in 
Room 105, the multi-purpose room on the 
lower level of the Wells Carnegie Govern-
ment Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda will include:
•  Consideration of a utility drain ease-

ment on the H. Bunn Tile Drain in Jefferson 
Township. 

• Project updates and miscellaneous 
drainage matters.

County Commissioners to 
meet Monday evening

The Wells County Commissioners will 
meet at 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 18, in Room 
105, the multi-purpose room on the lower 
level of the Wells Carnegie Government 
Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda will include:
• A hearing regarding Jefferson Town-

ship’s appeal for benefits. 
• Review of bid packages for the Wells 

County Highway Department.
• Discussion of Wells County TRAX 

FRA grant assistance agreement with Jodi 
Coblentz and Ben Beer. Also with Beer, the 
board will discuss a possible supplemental 
agreement for Bridge 54.

• Consideration of an extension of the 
Joray Hillis sewer with Eric Gerber. 

• Approval of right-of-way and utility 
agreements. 

• 2024 board appointments 
• Review of ARPA funds and open ADA 

coordinator designation.
• Monthly reports and miscellaneous 

business. 

County Commissioners will 
hold executive session

The Wells County Commissioners will  
meet directly following their regular meet-
ing Monday, Dec. 18, in Room 105, the 
multi-purpose room on the lower level of 

the Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 
W. Washington St.

The executive session was cited as a dis-
cussion of “initiation of litigation or litiga-
tion that is either pending or has been threat-
ened specifically in writing.”

Bluffton-Harrison school 
board will meet Monday
The board of the Bluffton-Harrison Met-

ropolitan School District will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 18, in the school district’s 
administration building at 803 E. Harrison 
St. in Bluffton.

Topics on the agenda will include:
• Financial matters.
• Reports and announcements, specifical-

ly discussion of sixth grade author project 
and the 2024 Lilly scholarship. Communi-
cations Specialist Jessica Bricker, Assistant 
Superintendent Julie Meitzler, and Superin-
tendent Brad Yates will also give updates.

• Continued discussion regarding the 
high school building project envelope and 
athletic facility needs.

• Personnel matters. 
• Recognition of donations.
• Routine policy review.
• Consideration to adopt resolutions for 

the Wells County Multi-Hazard Mitigation 
Plan and year-end transfers. 

• Discussion of the healthy operations 
plan. 

• Board reorganization. 
A board of finance meeting will follow 

the regular agenda. 

County Election Board will 
meet Tuesday afternoon
The Wells County Election Board will 

meet at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 19, in the 
clerk’s office in the Wells County Court-
house, 102 W. Market St.

Topics on the agenda will include:
• Discussion of disposal of decommis-

sioned voting machines.
•  Any other election business.

Bluffton Board of Works to 
meet Tuesday afternoon
The Bluffton Board of Public Works and 

Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
19, in the Council Chambers on the second 
floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Topics on the agenda will include:
• Financial matters
• Consideration of a water bill adjust-

ment for  Marletta McConnehey at 128 W. 
Silver St. 

• Review of a personnel matter brought 
to the board by Fire Chief Don Craig. 

Southern Wells school board 
to hold executive session
The board of the Southern Wells Com-

munity Schools will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 19, to evaluate job performance. 
The board’s regular monthly meeting will 
follow.

Southern Wells school 
board will meet Tuesday
The board of the Southern Wells Com-

munity Schools will meet at 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 19, in the high school media center of 
the SWCS campus.

Topics on the agenda will include: 
• Financial matters
• Recognition of recent Raider success.
• Approval of fundraiser requests and 

donations. 
• Personnel matters
• Approval of the separation agreement 

from the special education co-op. 
• Consideration of facility use requests.
• Approval of conference requests and 

field trip requests.
• Discussion regarding the 2024-25 

school calendar. 
• A tax abatement presentation with the 

Wells County Council.
• Superintendent information. 
A work session will immediately follow 

in the board room to discuss potential build-
ing projects. 

Bluffton Common Council 
will meet Tuesday evening

The Bluffton Common Council will meet 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 19, in the Council 
Chambers on the second floor of City Hall, 
128 E. Market St.

Topics on the agenda will include:
•  Revisiting the potential opportunity 

to use opiate settlement funds to purchase 
a vehicle for Hannah’s House/Community 
Care.

• Council appointments.
• Discussion regarding a possible part-

nership with Ferguson Marketing, brought 
to the council by Council member Chandler 
Gerber. 

• Consideration of an amendment to the 
salary ordinance.

Wells County BZA will  
meet Tuesday evening

The Wells County Board of Zoning 
Appeals will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
19, in Room 214 on the ground floor of the 
Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St. in Bluffton.

Topics on the agenda include:
• A request from ANS Enterprises to 

allow reduced property road frontage of 
12.5 ft. from 25 ft. for a new parcel to be 
created at 1780 S Main St. in Bluffton. 

County health board to 
hold hearing Wednesday
The board of the Wells County Health 

Department will hold a hearing regarding 
the potential removal of Health Officer Dr. 
Kay Johnson at 8 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
20, in Room 105, the multi-purpose room 
on the lower level of the Wells Carnegie 
Government Annex, 223 W. Washington 
St.

Markle Town Council will 
meet Wednesday evening

The Markle Town Council will meet at 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 20, at 154 E. 
Morse St. in Markle.

• Review of an agreement with Hunting-
ton County United Economic Development, 
brought by Marker Wickersham. 

• Bid opening for 197 E. Morse St. Lease
• Adoption of Resolution 2023-7, the 

Wells County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan
• Consideration of Ordinance 2023-11, 

establishing a capital asset policy
• Town correspondence with the Hun-

tington County Chamber of Commerce, 
Youth Services Bureau and Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental Management

• Reports from the town marshal, super-
intendent, assistant superintendent and 
clerk-treasurer.

• HCUED and Region 3-A reports

County health board will 
meet Thursday morning
The board of the Wells County Health 

Department will meet at 6:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 21, in Room 105, the multi-pur-
pose room on the lower level of the Wells 
Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St.

Topics on the agenda will include: 
• Bi-monthly reports.
• Updates from the nursing and regarding 

Health Department staffing.
• Request to approve a full-time employee.

County Council will meet 
Thursday afternoon

The Wells County Council will meet at 
1:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 21, in Room 105, 
the multi-purpose room on the lower level 
of the Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 
223 W. Washington St.
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By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
and ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A jury awarded $148 million in 

damages on Friday to two former Georgia election workers 
who sued Rudy Giuliani for defamation over lies he spread 
about them in 2020 that upended their lives with racist 
threats and harassment.

The damages verdict follows emotional testimony from 
Wandrea “Shaye” Moss and her mother, Ruby Freeman, 
who tearfully described becoming the target of a false con-
spiracy theory pushed by Giuliani and other Republicans as 
they tried to keep then-President Donald Trump in power 
after he lost the 2020 election.

There was an audible gasp in the courtroom when the 
jury foreperson read aloud the $75 million award in puni-
tive damages for the women. Moss and Freeman were each 
awarded another roughly $36 million in other damages.

“Money will never solve all my problems,” Freeman told 
reporters outside Washington’s federal courthouse after the 
verdict. “I can never move back into the house that I call 
home. I will always have to be careful about where I go and 
who I choose to share my name with. I miss my home. I 
miss my neighbors and I miss my name.”

Giuliani didn’t appear to show any emotion as the ver-
dict was read after about 10 hours of deliberations. Moss 
and Freeman hugged their attorneys after the jury left the 
courtroom and didn’t look at Giuliani as he left with his 
lawyer.

The former New York City mayor vowed to appeal, 
telling reporters that the “absurdity of the number merely 
underscores the absurdity of the entire proceeding.”

“It will be reversed so quickly it will make your head 
spin, and the absurd number that just came in will help that 
actually,” he said.

It’s not clear whether Giuliani will ever be able to pay 
the staggering amount. He had already been showing signs 
of financial strain as he defends himself against costly law-
suits and investigations stemming from his representation of 
Trump. In September, his former lawyer sued him, alleging 
Giuliani had paid only a fraction of nearly $1.6 million in 
legal fees he racked up.

His attorney in the defamation case told jurors that the 
damages the women were seeking “would be the end of Mr. 
Giuliani.”

Giuliani had already been found liable in the case and 
previously conceded in court documents that he falsely 
accused the women of ballot fraud. Even so, the former 
mayor continued to repeat his baseless allegations about the 
women in comments to reporters outside the Washington, 
D.C., courthouse this week.

Giuliani’s lawyer acknowledged that his client was 
wrong but insisted that Giuliani was not fully responsible 
for the vitriol the women faced. The defense sought to large-
ly pin the blame on a right-wing website that published the 
surveillance video of the two women counting ballots.

Giuliani’s defense rested Thursday morning without call-
ing a single witness after the former mayor reversed course 
and decided not to take the stand. Giuliani’s lawyer had told 
jurors in his opening statement that they would hear from 
his client. But after Giuliani’s comments outside court, the 
judge barred him from claiming in testimony that his con-
spiracy theories were right.

Jury awards $148M in 
damages to Georgia 
election workers 
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Looking for New 
Tires for Your Ride?
   WE HAVE ALL THE MAJOR BRANDS

See Us for All
Makes and Models of

PRODUCTS

HIDAY 
Chrysler  Dodge  Jeep

HIDAY 
CHRYSLER

Your local Mopar Dealer

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

~ DISCOVER WHY IT’S BETTER IN BLUFFTON ~

WE HAVE THE PARTS YOU NEED

By RYAN WALKER
PONETO — Bluffton got its revenge 

against Southern Wells in a Friday night 
boys’ basketball clash between the two 
Wells County rivals.

The Tigers got a 43-22 win in a defensive 
battle just one day shy of when the Raiders 
earned a 5-point win at the Tiger Den last 
season.

Bluffton (3-1, 2-0 ACAC) executed its 
offensive gameplan by feeding big man 
Tucker Jenkins in the post. The 6’3” for-
ward had a game-high 18 points on 9-12 
from the field and tallied 12 rebounds. 

The senior is two inches taller than any-
one listed on the Raiders’ roster and domi-
nated near the glass all night.

“(Jenkins) is a bad combination for his 
opponents,” Southern Wells head coach Joel 
Roush admitted after the game. “He’s physi-
cal, he’s athletic and he’s skilled. That’s a 
bad combination for us, and he is really hard 
for us to deal with.”

Jenkins made three shots in each of the 
first three quarters and always hit his first 
one within the first minute or so. His pres-
ence on the block was much needed — out-
side of him, the Tigers shot 34 percent and 
turned the ball over 12 times.

The score was only 11-5 by the end of 
the first quarter, as the Raiders were desper-
ately hanging on to Andrew Akers’ three-
pointer to hold them within a manageable 
distance. But what gave Bluffton its spark 
wasn’t exactly expected.

Just 26 seconds into the second quarter, 
Hunter Wenger checked in the game. How-
ever, the official scorekeeper called over a 
Bluffton assistant coach and a referee to ask 
about Wenger’s uniform number, which was 
No. 12.

The scorebook appeared to have him as 
No. 10. The No. 2 did not have its tail drawn 
all the way and therefore looked like a 0.

The result was a technical foul issued to 
Bluffton for the error and gave Chandler 
Oswalt two free throws and he made them 
both.

Bluffton head coach Craig Teagle said 
that the scorebook keeper read it wrong.

“But it was 12 in my book,” Teagle said. 
“She read it wrong. So, we somehow got 
punished because the home book wrote it in 
there different.”

The intensity of the game on both sides 
turned up a notch. A few more fouls were 
called and a handful of turnovers ensuded, 
but the Tigers got the best of the call in the 
end with back-to-back runs after the techni-
cal was issued, the first at 6-0 and the sec-
ond 7-0. They outscored Southern Wells 
13-1 in that timespan.

“The kids got fired up about that,” Teagle 
said. “They got upset when that happened. 
It shouldn’t have to, you should be ready 
to go. When we talked to them as (the free 
throw) was being shot, then you could see 
it in their eyes that they were pretty fired up 
about it.”

In the full 32 minutes, Bluffton was the 
top dog on defense.

Teagle’s squad suffocated Southern Wells 
to an ice-cold 6-36 on the night for 16 per-
cent. That total is 22 percentage points 
lower than the Raiders’ average.

In last year’s game, Chandler Oswalt 
dropped 19 points in the Raiders’ victory, 
and this season leads the team with 14.3 
points per contest. Friday night, he went 
1-12 and with six points.

“(Our) game plan was trying to take 
(Oswalt) out of it and not let him get a lot 
of shots,” Teagle said. “He had 19 points 
against us last year. He’d been their leading 
scorer and I thought for the most part we did 
a good job. We lost him two or three times. 
We were fortunate that he didn’t hit a couple 
of those threes when he was open.”

Roush agreed with Teagle’s assessment, 
but wasn’t happy with his own team for 
missing some easy looks.

“Bluffton, first of all, is always in the right 
position,” Roush said. “They’re physical. 
They’re active. They’re good defensively. 
I thought that we handled them pretty well, 
we just couldn’t get the ball in the basket. 
We were 7-40. We’re taking shots that we 
generally make. Maybe other than a couple, 
I thought we took good shots, and you just 
have to live with that. If you take good shots, 
and they don’t go in ... I think we missed 
five, six or seven what we call 100 percent-
ers that just got to go into the basket.”

Teagle wasn’t entirely pleased with his 
defense, though.

As much as his team stopped their lead-
ing scorer and stuffed them for 22 points, 
Perrin Gates had himself a night on the 
glass, too.

The senior forward, two inches shorter 
than Jenkins and four shorter than forward 
Kaleb Green, led the Raiders with a team- 
and season-high 10 points and 12 rebounds. 
Gates had only averaged three points and 
six rebounds per night.

“We didn’t do a good job on (Gates) at 
all,” Teagle said. “He had eight (offensive 
rebounds) and scored 10 points. We’ve got 
to do a much better job than that. But again, 
in saying that to his credit, he was crashing 
the boards and doing the things he needed 
to do.”

“He is my most conscientious player,” 
Roush said. “He’s always in the right posi-
tion. He’s undersized but he fights like crazy 
down there, and you can’t ask more of a kid 
than all he can give, and he gives it to us. He 
really does a great job.”

Bluffton’s Axton Beste finished the game 
with nine points on 3-6 shooting and a free 
throw to go with four rebounds.

Bluffton won the junior varsity game 
27-12 in two quarters. Bluffton’s top scorer 
was Ben Maggard with eight points and 
Colsen Teeple had six. Southern Wells was 
led by Landon Johnson with eight and Trey 
Slusher had four.

The Tigers have a quick turnaround at Gar-
rett starting at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 16.

Southern Wells will be at Smith Acad-
emy at 2 p.m. the same day.

sports@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 43, SOUTHERN WELLS 22
At Southern Wells

BLUFFTON (3-1, 2-0 ACAC): Tucker Jenkins 9-12 0-1 
18, Axton Beste 3-6 1-2 9, Kaleb Green 1-5 2-4 4, Eli Gar-
rett 1-3 0-0 3, Cameron Williams 1-3 0-0 3, Declan Grieser 
1-3 1-2 3, Nolan Lambert 1-1 0-0 3, Andrew Hunt 0-1 0-0 
0, Hunter Wenger 0-1 0-0 0, Ben Maggard 0-1 0-0 0, Jude 
Baumgartner 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 17-35 4-9 43.

SOUTHERN WELLS (0-4, 0-1 ACAC): Perrin Gates 3-7 
4-7 10, Chandler Oswalt 1-12 2-2 6, Andrew Aker 1-7 0-0 
3, CJ Reber 0-4 1-2 1, Evan Pennington 0-4 1-2 1, Caleb 
Johnson 0-1 1-2 1, Landon Johnson 0-1 0-0 0, Trey Slusher 
0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 6-36 9-15 22.

Bluffton       11   13   11   8    ––  43
So. Wells      5     3    6     8   –– 22
Three-point FG: Bluffton: 5-14 (Beste 2-4, Lambert 1-1, 

Garrett 1-3, Williams 1-3, Grieser 0-1, Hunt 0-1 Jenkins 
0-1),  Southern Wells: 1-15 (Aker 1-6, Oswalt 0-7, Reber 
0-2). Rebounds: Bluffton: 29 (Jenkins 12, Williams 4, Beste 
4, Hunt 3, Wenger 2, Grieser 2, Garrett 1, Green 1), South-
ern Wells: 17 (Gates 12, Aker 1, Reber 1, Pennington 1, 
Oswalt, C. Johnson 1. Turnovers: Bluffton: 12, Southern 
Wells: 12. Fouls: Bluffton: 14, Southern Wells: 10. Fouled 
Out: None. Technicals: Bluffton 1 (team).

JV: 27-12 Bluffton (two quarters).

By RYAN WALKER
Norwell’s Addyson Heyerly inked with 

Trine University Friday morning at the high 
school to continue her tennis career.

The senior, and Knights’ No. 1 singles 
player, got together with family, friends and 
coaches for signing day.

“I’m really excited to move on to the 
next level and do something I love,” Hey-
erly said after she finalized the pen to paper 
on her letter of intent.

The Thunder will be getting a first-team 
all-conference singles player in Heyerly. 
She helped the Knights win Northeast 8 and 
sectional championships last season.

Heyerly shared that she loved the campus 
and it was the perfect size and community. 
She plans on studying elementary and spe-
cial education.

Another reason for her commitment to 

the Thunder was the coaching staff. Head 
coach Erin Kolar and assistants made it 
clear they wanted her to be a part of the ros-
ter.

“They were really nice and they made 
me feel welcome, like I was valuable,” She 
said.

She is still not sure if she will stick to 
singles or doubles at the college level, but 
what’s for certain is that she will be join-
ing a winning program. Trine has finished 
its last two seasons at 11-7 to complete five 
straight seasons of winning records except 
for the COVID-19 season that lasted only 
nine games.

Heyerly will finish up her final season 
with Norwell’s tennis team in the spring and 
is currently wrapping up her swimming sea-
son as well.
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Bluffton’s Tucker Jenkins (middle) goes up for a layup over Southern Wells’ CJ Reber (left) dur-
ing the county/ACAC battle. Jenkins led the Tigers with 18 points in their 43-22 win over the 
Raiders. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Raiders’ Chandler Oswalt (middle) goes up for a jump shot over Bluffton’s Declan Grieser (left) 
and Andrew Hunt (right).

Jenkins’ 18 points leads 
Tigers in county clash 
win over the Raiders

Knights’ Heyerly signs with Trine 
Thunder to continue tennis career

Norwell’s No. 1 singles tennis player Addyson Heyerly (middle) moments before signing her 
national letter of intent with Trine University Friday morning in the high school breezeway. (Photo 
by Ryan Walker)



BASKETBALL
High School
Friday Boys’ Scores

Adams Central 77, Woodlan 70
Alexandria 49, Eastbrook 45
Andrean 73, Kankakee Valley 56
Argos 60, South Bend Career Acad-

emy 48
Attica 47, OPH, Ill. 34
Barr-Reeve 53, Eastern (Greene) 34
Bellmont 62, New Haven 47
Blackford 58, Elwood 44
Bloomington South 60, North Vigo 

56, OT
Bluffton 43, Southern Wells 22
Boone Grove 51, Tri-Township 38
Brown Co. 59, Cloverdale 54
Brownsburg 59, Avon 42
Brownstown 84, N. Harrison 27
Cannelton 54, Seven Oaks Classi-

cal 44
Carroll (Flora) 68, Rossville 62
Carroll (Ft. Wayne) 74, Ft. Wayne 

Wayne 62
Center Grove 77, Whiteland 54
Central Noble 40, W. Noble 37
Chicago Washington, Ill. 70, Whit-

ing 60
Christian Academy 91, S. Central 

(Elizabeth) 46
Churubusco 52, Prairie Heights 49
Clarksville 64, Trinity Lutheran 48
Columbus East 46, Columbus North 

45
Connersville 56, S. Dearborn 52
Covington 58, Lafayette Catholic 47
Crawfordsville 46, N. Montgomery 31
Crown Point 69, Munster 51
Daleville 63, Blue River Valley 46
Danville 59, Lebanon 52
DeMotte Christian 63, Hammond Sci-

ence and Tech 42
Decatur Central 65, Mooresville 39
Delta 47, Jay Co. 26
E. Noble 59, Columbia City 56
Eastern (Greentown) 64, Sheridan 57
Eastern Hancock 60, Knightstown 30
Evansville Bosse 59, Washington 42
Evansville Christian 65, Boonville 36
Evansville Reitz 67, Castle 65
Fishers 64, Hamilton Southeastern 57
Franklin 78, Beech Grove 28
Frankton 53, Oak Hill 37
Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 65, Ft. Wayne 

Canterbury 61
Ft. Wayne Concordia 46, Ft. Wayne 

Dwenger 44
Ft. Wayne Luers 60, Homestead 47
Ft. Wayne North 56, Ft. Wayne Snider 

44
Ft. Wayne South 71, Ft. Wayne 

Northrop 53
Gibson Southern 64, S. Spencer 51
Greenfield 54, Yorktown 46
Greenwood 56, Speedway 51
Guerin Catholic 63, Heritage Christian 

40
Hamilton Hts. 57, Western 52
Hammond Central 74, Gary 21st 

Century 72
Hauser 66, Edinburgh 33
Henryville 54, Lanesville 49
Heritage 45, S. Adams 29
Heritage Hills 66, Evansville Memo-

rial 65
Highlands Latin, Ky. 69, Columbus 

HomeSchool 28
Hobart 43, Lowell 35
Illiana Christian 75, River Forest 45
Indian Creek 62, Edgewood 58
Indpls Chatard 57, Covenant Chris-

tian 52
Indpls N. Central 53, Carmel 50
Indpls Park Tudor 68, Culver Acad-

emy 44
Indpls Tindley 77, IMSA 33
Indpls Washington 59, Indpls Tech 57
Indy Brebeuf 86, University 57
Jeffersonville 75, Silver Creek 48
Jimtown 64, New Prairie 35
Knox 57, Caston 42
Kokomo 80, Marion 49
Kouts 68, Westville 53
LaPorte 54, Griffith 49
LaPorte LaLumiere 73, Legacy, S.C. 

57
LaVille 54, Pioneer 38
Lafayette Harrison 57, McCutcheon 41
Lafayette Jeff 62, Logansport 22
Lake Central 53, Mishawaka Mar-

ian 45
Lakeland 72, Eastside 38
Lapel 57, Monroe Central 32
Lawrence Central 69, Indpls Pike 55
Lawrenceburg 51, Rushville 34
Leo 69, Huntington North 65
Liberty Christian 44, Anderson Prep 

Academy 32
Madison Shawe 58, Crothersville 40
Manchester 70, Southwood 55
Mishawaka 43, Concord 34
Mississinewa 53, Madison-Grant 48
Mitchell 67, N. Knox 65
Morgan Twp. 45, Hebron 42
Mt. Carmel, Ill. 65, Ev. Day 62
Mt. Vernon (Fortville) 72, Shelbyville 

35
N. Daviess 56, Vincennes Rivet 25
N. Posey 48, Evansville Mater Dei 45
New Albany 51, Orleans 48
New Palestine 61, New Castle 60
NorthWood 58, Plymouth 46
Northeastern 45, Shenandoah 33
Northview 52, N. Putnam 44
Northwestern 71, Maconaquah 68
Norwell 57, DeKalb 41
Parke Heritage 88, Shakamak 43
Penn 58, Bremen 42
Peru 55, Tippecanoe Valley 51, OT
Plainfield 66, Indpls Perry Meridian 44
Princeton 68, Vincennes 34
Providence 60, Floyd Central 56
Rising Sun 68, New Washington 62
Rochester 74, N. Miami 51
S. Bend Adams 67, S. Bend Clay 41
S. Bend Riley 79, S. Bend St. 

Joseph’s 72
S. Bend Washington 55, Glenn 48
S. Decatur 71, Morristown 46
S. Vermillion 65, South Vigo 62
Scottsburg 62, Corydon 24
Seeger 69, Faith Christian 57
Southport 67, Bloomington North 57
Southridge 47, Jasper 45
Southwestern (Hanover) 65, Jac-Cen-

Del 51
Springs Valley 62, Perry Central 56
Sullivan 76, Greencastle 56
Taylor 55, Delphi 47
Tecumseh 42, Tell City 31
Tri 69, Cowan 59
Tri-Central 82, Clinton Central 47
Tri-County 60, N. White 32
Triton 41, Winamac 34
Triton Central 55, Cascade 39

Twin Lakes 43, Frankfort 33
Union (Dugger) 31, Riverton Parke 29
Union Co. 32, Winchester 31
Victory 66, Eminence 46
Vincennes (South Knox— 76, Wash-

ington Catholic 23
W. Lafayette 62, Benton Central 22
W. Vigo 52, S. Putnam 48
Wabash 53, Northfield 40
Waldron 63, Milan 60
Warren Central 65, Indpls Ben Davis 

60
Washington Twp. 60, W. Central 47
Wawasee 56, Warsaw 51
Western Boone 58, Southmont 45
Westview 45, Angola 42
White River Valley 61, Bloomington 

Lighthouse 25
Whitko 54, Cass 27
Zionsville 62, Franklin Central 51
Washington County Tournament=
First Round=
Borden 48, W. Washington 38
Eastern (Pekin) 58, Salem 27

Friday Girls’ Scores
Anderson 83, Muncie Central 35
Avon 62, Brownsburg 58
Blackford 67, Elwood 4
Brown Co. 62, Cloverdale 42
Carroll (Flora) 57, Rossville 24
Carroll (Ft. Wayne) 74, Ft. Wayne 

Wayne 62
Caston 40, Knox 22
Centerville 39, Hagerstown 22
Central Noble 49, W. Noble 25
Clinton Central 61, Tri-Central 26
Connersville 46, S. Dearborn 36
Danville 62, Lebanon 26
Delphi 58, Taylor 18
Eastbrook 39, Alexandria 34
Eastern Hancock 70, Knightstown 

16
Fairfield 51, Elkhart Christian 18
Fountain Central 24, Attica 10
Franklin Co. 37, Oldenburg 32
Ft. Wayne Concordia 41, Ft. Wayne 

Dwenger 40
Ft. Wayne Northrop 57, Ft. Wayne 

South 23
Ft. Wayne Snider 66, Ft. Wayne 

North 29
Greensburg 62, Batesville 40
Homestead 66, Ft. Wayne Luers 50
Indian Creek 78, Edgewood 35
Indpls Chatard 51, Covenant Chris-

tian 26
Indpls Lutheran 54, Shelbyville 28
Indpls Lutheran 54, Southwestern 

(Shelby) 28
Indpls Riverside 23, KIPP Indy 19
Indpls Roncalli 52, Indy Brebeuf 33
Kokomo 59, Marion 15
LaVille 32, Pioneer 22
Lafayette Jeff 42, Logansport 26
Lake Central 57, Crown Point 41
Lawrence Central 68, Indpls Pike 43
Lawrence North 66, Warren Central 

45
Manchester 53, Southwood 35
McCutcheon 56, Lafayette Har-

rison 29
Mooresville 63, Decatur Central 45
N. Decatur 75, Waldron 49
N. Montgomery 36, Crawfordsville 

21
Northridge 60, Goshen 20
Northview 58, N. Putnam 32
Plainfield 60, Martinsville 28
Portage 52, LaPorte 34
Prairie Heights 44, Churubusco 38
Rensselaer 76, S. Newton 13
S. Bend St. Joseph’s 48, S. Bend 

Riley 26
S. Central (Elizabeth) 49, Christian 

Academy 40
S. Putnam 45, W. Vigo 34
Sheridan 54, Eastern (Greentown) 

20
Sullivan 53, Greencastle 34
Tri 70, Cowan 18
Tri-Township 50, Boone Grove 22
Valparaiso 62, Chesterton 46
Western Boone 51, Southmont 47

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Friday, Dec. 15
EAST

Mount St. Mary’s 72, St. Francis 
(Pa.) 65

SOUTH
ETSU 105, Tusculum 43
Elon 104, Bridgewater (Va.) 70
NC Central 102, St. Andrews 50

MIDWEST
Butler 96, Saginaw Valley St. 70
Cleveland St. 76, Bradley 69

SOUTHWEST
Texas St. 73, Sam Houston St. 60

FAR WEST
Colorado 90, N. Colorado 68
New Mexico 73, New Mexico St. 72
Texas A&M-CC 86, Texas Rio 

Grande Valley 76

Women’s Basketball Scores
Friday, Dec. 15

EAST
NJIT 68, St. Francis (Pa.) 41

SOUTH
Bethune-Cookman 114, Trinity 

Baptist 37
E. Kentucky 79, Tennessee St. 69
Gardner-Webb 82, Appalachian 

St. 78
Marshall 102, Jacksonville 77
North Carolina 96, W. Carolina 36
Presbyterian 63, SC State 52
South Alabama 67, SE Louisiana 

60
MIDWEST

E. Michigan 84, IUPUI 74, OT
Ill. Chicago 76, Chicago St. 46
Mayville St. 75, North Dakota 68
Milwaukee 59, E. Illinois 52
Ohio St. 73, Grand Valley St. 49
Xavier 68, SIU-Edwardsville 43

SOUTHWEST
Tulsa 82, Texas Southern 45
FAR WEST

California 78, E. Washington 70
Long Beach St. 77, Colorado St. 

76
Oregon St. 80, Santa Clara 52

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB

Boston 19 5 .792 —
Philadelphia 17 7 .708 2
New York 13 10 .565 5½

Brooklyn 13 11 .542 6
Toronto 10 15 .400 9½
Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Orlando 16 8 .667 —
Miami 14 11 .560 2½
Atlanta 10 14 .417 6
Charlotte 7 16 .304 8½
Washington 4 20 .167 12

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 17 7 .708 —
Indiana 13 10 .565 3½
Cleveland 13 12 .520 4½
Chicago 10 16 .385 8
Detroit 2 23 .080 15½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Dallas 15 9 .625 —
Houston 13 9 .591 1
New Orleans 15 11 .577 1
Memphis 6 18 .250 9
San Antonio 4 20 .167 11

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 18 5 .783 —
Denver 17 9 .654 2½
Oklahoma City 15 8 .652 3
Utah 9 16 .360 10
Portland 6 17 .261 12

Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB

Sacramento 14 9 .609 —
L.A. Clippers 14 10 .583 ½
L.A. Lakers 15 11 .577 ½
Phoenix 13 11 .542 1½
Golden State 10 14 .417 4½

Thursday’s Games
Boston 116, Cleveland 107
Chicago 124, Miami 116
Minnesota 119, Dallas 101
Denver 124, Brooklyn 101
Utah 122, Portland 114
Sacramento 128, Oklahoma City 

123
L.A. Clippers 121, Golden State 113

Friday’s Games
Philadelphia 124, Detroit 92
New Orleans 112, Charlotte 107
Washington 137, Indiana 123
Atlanta 125, Toronto 104
Boston 128, Orlando 111
San Antonio 129, L.A. Lakers 115
Houston 103, Memphis 96
New York at Phoenix, late

Saturday’s Games
Detroit at Milwaukee, 6 p.m.
Philadelphia at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Atlanta at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Miami, 8 p.m.
Indiana at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Brooklyn at Golden State, 8:30 p.m.
Dallas at Portland, 9 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Denver, 9 p.m.
Utah at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
New York at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 

p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Orlando at Boston, 3 p.m.
New Orleans at San Antonio, 3:30 

p.m.
Houston at Milwaukee, 7 p.m.
Washington at Phoenix, 8 p.m.
Golden State at Portland, 9 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Chicago at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Houston at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Charlotte at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Detroit at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Memphis at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Brooklyn at Utah, 9 p.m.
Dallas at Denver, 9 p.m.
Washington at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
New York at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

HOCKEY
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Boston 28 19 5 4 42 93 71
Toronto 27 15 6 6 36 99 90
Florida 29 17 10 2 36 85 77
Detroit 29 15 10 4 34 107 94
Tampa Bay 31 14 12 5 33 103 110
Montreal 29 12 13 4 28 79 101
Buffalo 30 12 15 3 27 86 101
Ottawa 25 11 14 0 22 85 83

Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

N.Y. Rangers 28 20 7 1 41 94 79
N.Y. Islanders 29 14 7 8 36 91 95
Philadelphia 29 16 10 3 35 89 79
Carolina 30 16 12 2 34 99 98
Washington 26 14 8 4 32 67 76
New Jersey 27 15 11 1 31 94 96
Pittsburgh 28 13 12 3 29 83 74
Columbus 31 10 16 5 25 93 111

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Colorado 29 18 9 2 38 105 88
Dallas 28 17 8 3 37 100 88

Winnipeg 28 17 9 2 36 91 74
Nashville 30 17 13 0 34 96 93
Arizona 29 14 13 2 30 92 86
St. Louis 29 14 14 1 29 84 96
Minnesota 27 11 12 4 26 84 90
Chicago 29 9 19 1 19 67 105

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Vegas 30 20 5 5 45 105 74
Vancouver 30 20 9 1 41 115 74
Los Angeles 26 16 6 4 36 94 65
Edmonton 27 13 13 1 27 96 92
Calgary 30 11 14 5 27 89 107
Seattle 31 10 14 7 27 85 102
San Jose 30 9 18 3 21 64 119
Anaheim 29 10 19 0 20 75 101
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Thursday’s Games
Columbus 6, Toronto 5, OT
Philadelphia 4, Washington 3, SO
Carolina 2, Detroit 1
St. Louis 4, Ottawa 2
Minnesota 3, Calgary 2, SO
Tampa Bay 7, Edmonton 4
Seattle 7, Chicago 1
Vancouver 4, Florida 0

Friday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers 5, Anaheim 1
Nashville 6, Carolina 5, OT
Boston 5, N.Y. Islanders 4, SO
Dallas 5, Ottawa 4
Arizona 1, San Jose 0
Buffalo at Vegas, late

Saturday’s Games
Vancouver at Minnesota, 2 p.m.
Colorado at Winnipeg, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Montreal, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Boston, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Dallas at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Washington at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Buffalo at Arizona, 9 p.m.
Florida at Edmonton, 10 p.m.
Los Angeles at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Calgary, 10 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Vancouver at Chicago, 3 p.m.
Washington at Carolina, 6 p.m.
Anaheim at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Vegas, 8 p.m.
San Jose at Colorado, 8 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Anaheim at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Winnipeg, 7:30 p.m.
Seattle at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Florida at Calgary, 9:30 p.m.

FOOTBALL
College

2023-24 Bowl Game Schedule
Saturday, Dec. 16

Myrtle Beach Bowl
Conway, S.C.
Georgia Southern vs. Ohio, 11 a.m.
Celebration Bowl
Atlanta
Howard vs. Florida A&M, noon
New Orleans Bowl
New Orleans
Jacksonville St. vs. Louisiana, 2:15 

PM
Cure Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
Miami (Ohio) vs. Appalachian St., 

3:30 p.m.
New Mexico Bowl
Albuquerque, N.M.
New Mexico St. vs. Fresno St., 

5:45 p.m.
LA Bowl Hosted
Inglewood, Calif.
UCLA vs. Boise St., 7:30 p.m.
Independence Bowl
Shreveport, La.
California vs. Texas Tech, 9:15 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 18
Famous Toastery Bowl
Charlotte, N.C.
W. Kentucky vs. Old Dominion, 

2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec 19

Frisco Bowl
Frisco, Texas
UTSA vs. Marshall, 9:00 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 21
Boca Raton Bowl
Boca Raton, Fla.
USF vs. Syracuse, 8:00 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 22
Gasparilla Bowl
Tampa, Fla.
Geogia Tech vs. UCF, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 23
Camellia Bowl
Montgomery, Ala.
Arkansas St. vs. N. Illinois, noon
Birmingham Bowl

Stock Market IndexeS

 37,347.60 31,429.82 Dow Jones Industrials 37,305.16 +1057.29 +2.92 +12.54 +13.32
 16,717.04 13,230.05 Dow Jones Transportation 16,016.11 +805.05 +5.29 +19.60 +16.58
 1,013.30 765.47 Dow Jones Utilities 881.89 +7.87 +.90 -8.84 -8.45
 16,774.06 14,471.08 NYSE Composite 16,609.84 +402.08 +2.48 +9.39 +10.60
 14,855.62 10,207.47 Nasdaq Composite 14,813.92 +409.95 +2.85 +41.54 +38.38
 4,738.57 3,764.49 S&P 500 4,719.19 +114.82 +2.49 +22.91 +22.50
 2,779.43 2,322.38 S&P MidCap 2,745.60 +113.51 +4.31 +12.97 +13.62
 47,978.55 37,324.63 Wilshire 5000 47,743.36 +1321.66 +2.85 +25.40 +24.93
 2,009.08 1,633.67 Russell 2000 1,985.13 +104.31 +5.55 +12.71 +12.57
 15,989.59 11,731.63 Lipper Growth Index 15,989.59 +448.21 +2.88 +33.28 +31.14

           52-Week                                                                        Wk        Wk       YTD     12-mo
     High          Low      Name                                  Last          Chg     %Chg    %Chg    %Chg

the Week In revIeW

Mutual FundS

American Funds AmrcnBalA  m MA 95,070 31.63 +5.0 +11.3/C +8.3/B 5.75
American Funds EuroPacGrA  m FG 19,445 53.62 +4.2 +12.3/C +6.9/D 5.75
American Funds FdmtlInvsA  x LB 62,407 70.36 +5.4 +22.6/B +12.4/D 5.75
American Funds GrfAmrcA  x LG 118,096 62.23 +6.5 +32.2/C +13.9/D 5.75
American Funds IncAmrcA  m AL 72,356 23.11 +5.3 +5.4/E +7.4/D 5.75
American Funds InvCAmrcA  m LB 75,508 49.59 +5.5 +25.5/A +12.9/C 5.75
American Funds NwPrspctvA  m WG 53,606 55.00 +5.1 +20.5/C +12.7/A 5.75
American Funds WAMtInvsA  x LB 75,446 56.62 +5.0 +14.8/E +12.3/D 5.75
Davis NYVentureA  m LB 4,235 26.05 +6.0 +27.6/A +10.8/E 4.75
Dodge & Cox StkI LV 61,287 245.60 +6.8 +16.6/A +12.8/A NL
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm  x LB 447,395 163.66 +5.0 +23.2/B +14.6/A NL
Fidelity Contrafund LG 103,423 15.85 +3.5 +36.2/B +15.4/B NL
Fidelity TtlMktIdxInsPrm  x LB 78,946 130.19 +5.8 +22.9/B +13.9/B NL
Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA  m LG 1,820 16.92 +4.6 +30.6/D +18.0/A 5.75
Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA  m LG 3,381 125.69 +5.4 +37.3/B +18.5/A 5.75
George Putnam BalA  m MA 1,227 22.71 +4.9 +16.8/A +9.9/A 5.75
INVESCO MnStrA  x LB 8,024 49.23 +5.1 +21.1/C +12.4/D 5.50
PIMCO IncInstl MU 78,396 10.57 +3.5 +7.2 +3.4 NL
Putnam DiversIncA  m NT 544 5.52 +4.3 +3.4/D +0.5/E 4.00
Putnam SustLeadersA  m LG 5,040 107.44 +5.5 +22.8/E +15.2/C 5.75
Putnam TEIncA  m ML 535 7.82 +5.4 +5.3/B +2.1/B 4.00
Schwab SP500Idx LB 76,905 72.29 +5.2 +20.1 +14.6 NL
Thornburg IntermMnA  m MI 266 13.30 +3.5 +4.6/B +1.8/C 2.00
Thornburg LtdTrmUSGvtA  m GS 42 11.85 +3.0 +2.0/E +0.2/E 2.25
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl LB 437,896 436.91 +5.0 +23.1/B +14.6/A NL
Vanguard GrIdxAdmrl LG 64,730 158.64 +4.8 +40.5/A +18.0/A NL
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl MI 67,500 13.69 +3.8 +4.6/B +2.4/A NL
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl LB 63,039 165.04 +4.6 +24.5/A +13.7/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 73,950 18.88 +4.8 +10.1 +7.1 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 84,828 35.92 +5.1 +11.2 +7.8 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd TI 86,328 22.36 +5.2 +12.2 +8.5 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 75,757 39.64 +5.3 +13.3 +9.3 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 72,507 26.84 +5.4 +14.2 +10.0 NL
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl CI 95,981 9.67 +4.6 +2.8 +1.2 NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl  x FB 69,669 30.32 +4.0 +12.5/C +6.5/D NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv  x FB 176,880 18.13 +4.0 +12.5/C +6.4/D NL
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl LB 323,910 114.58 +5.7 +22.8/B +14.0/B NL
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl MA 91,911 70.46 +4.2 +10.1 +9.0 NL

                                                      Total Assets                 Total Return/Rank         Pct
Name                                        Obj    ($Mlns)    NAV      4-wk     12-mo     5-year    Load

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government, 
IB -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate 
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World 
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same 
objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar. 

Weekly doW JoneS and S&P 500
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Close: 37,305.16

1-week change: 1,057.29 (2.9%)

Dow Jones industrials

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. lf = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock 
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy 
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = 
Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants. 
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred 
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA 
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x  = fund 
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.

StockS oF local IntereSt
                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

AFLAC 2.00 80.57 -1.98 -2.4 +12.0
AT&T Inc 1.11 16.52 -.40 -2.4 -10.3
AMD 1.60 139.15 +10.23 +7.9 +114.8
Amazon ... 149.97 +2.55 +1.7 +78.5
AEP 3.52 82.23 +2.59 +3.3 -13.4
Apple Inc s .96 197.57 +1.86 +1.0 +52.1
ApldMatl 1.28 161.95 +14.23 +9.6 +66.3
AvaloTh ... .06 +.01 +13.2 -98.8
BP PLC 1.74 34.81 -.49 -1.4 -.3
BkofAm .96 33.60 +2.64 +8.5 +1.4
BitBroLtd ... .01 -.01 -35.7 -99.9
BrMySq 2.40 50.89 +.58 +1.2 -29.3
C4Thera ... 4.95 +3.65 +280.8 -16.1
CampSp 1.48 43.88 +.97 +2.3 -22.7
CanopyGr ... .52 -.28 -35.1 -77.5
Caterpillar 5.20 285.74 +26.24 +10.1 +19.3
Chevron 6.04 149.35 +5.04 +3.5 -16.8
Cisco 1.56 49.87 +1.49 +3.1 +4.7
Citigroup 2.12 49.83 +.94 +1.9 +10.2
CocaCola 1.84 58.60 -.01 ... -7.9
DxSOXBr ... 6.15 -1.92 -23.8 -84.4
DxSOXBl ... 30.57 +6.87 +29.0 +216.1
Disney .30 93.46 +.64 +0.7 +7.6
Eaton 2.92 237.41 +5.10 +2.2 +51.3
EliLilly 5.20 572.04 -26.01 -4.3 +56.4
Esports ... .02 ... ... -99.8
ExxonMbl 3.80 100.90 +1.35 +1.4 -8.5
Farfetch ... .64 -.59 -47.7 -86.4
FordM .60 12.02 +1.01 +9.2 +3.4
FrankElec .90 95.93 +3.88 +4.2 +20.3
FrptMcM .30 41.50 +3.35 +8.8 +9.2
GenElec .32 123.23 +2.64 +2.2 +89.3
HP Inc 1.02 30.78 +1.60 +5.5 +14.6
HomeDp 8.36 354.00 +27.53 +8.4 +12.1
iSh20 yrT 3.05 99.15 +4.61 +4.9 -.4
iShiBxHYB 5.09 76.93 +1.07 +1.4 +4.5
iShR2K 1.77 197.04 +10.24 +5.5 +13.0
Inpixon ... .08 +.01 +13.6 -95.6

Intel .50 46.16 +3.46 +8.1 +74.7
IBM 6.64 162.23 +.27 +0.2 +15.1
Inv QQQ 1.16 405.34 +13.17 +3.4 +52.2
Kroger 1.16 44.11 -.47 -1.1 -1.1
LincNat 1.80 27.82 +3.49 +14.3 -9.4
Lowes 4.40 225.59 +17.76 +8.5 +13.2
LucidGrp ... 4.77 +.04 +0.8 -30.2
MarathDig ... 18.29 +1.51 +9.0 +434.8
McDnlds 6.68 287.27 +1.74 +0.6 +9.0
Microsoft 3.00 370.73 -3.50 -0.9 +54.6
MullnAuto rs ... .14 -.00 -2.0 -99.8
NL Inds .28 5.15 -.11 -2.1 -24.4
NiSource 1.00 26.48 +.18 +0.7 -3.4
Nikola ... .91 +.19 +26.9 -58.0
NorflkSo 5.40 232.27 +11.27 +5.1 -5.7
Nucor 2.16 172.82 +10.73 +6.6 +31.1
Nvidia .16 488.90 +13.84 +2.9 +234.5
Nxu Inc A ... .02 +.00 +5.3 -99.4
Palantir ... 18.20 +.43 +2.4 +183.5
PepsiCo 5.06 167.00 +1.32 +0.8 -7.6
Pfizer 1.68 26.63 -2.15 -7.5 -48.0
PlugPowr h ... 4.71 +.70 +17.5 -61.9
PrUltPQ ... 49.24 +4.41 +9.8 +184.6
PShtQQQ ... 14.25 -1.41 -9.0 -73.6
RiviaAu A ... 22.83 +3.79 +19.9 +23.9
SpdrDJIA 3.98 372.63 +9.51 +2.6 +12.5
S&P500ETF 4.13 469.33 +9.13 +2.0 +22.7
SoFiTech ... 9.35 +1.22 +15.0 +102.8
SPDR Fncl .46 37.35 +1.22 +3.4 +9.2
StlDynam 1.70 124.52 +11.36 +10.0 +27.5
Tellurian ... .68 -.07 -8.8 -59.5
Tesla ... 253.50 +9.66 +4.0 +105.8
Uber Tch ... 61.86 +.16 +0.3 +150.1
VerizonCm 2.66 37.37 -.88 -2.3 -5.2
WalMart 2.28 152.74 +1.88 +1.2 +7.7
WalgBoots 1.92 25.20 +2.04 +8.8 -32.5
WsteMInc 2.80 174.55 +2.05 +1.2 +11.3
WellsFargo 1.40 50.31 +4.21 +9.1 +21.8

Money rateS

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries
 1-year
 2-year
 5-year
 10-year
 30-year

 8.50 8.50
 6.00 6.00
 5.33 5.33

 4.95 4.90
 4.45 4.38
 3.91 3.90
 3.92 3.92
 4.01 4.04

                                     Last    Pvs Day
currencIeS

Australia 1.4912 1.4933
Britain 1.2690 1.2757
Canada 1.3371 1.3411
Euro .9175 .9098
Japan 142.19 142.05
Mexico 17.2222 17.2039
Switzerlnd .8701 .8662

                                   Last        Pvs Day

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All 
others show dollar in foreign currency. 

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
Pfizer 4996839 26.63 -2.15
Uber Tch 4776207 61.86 +.16
FordM 3485826 12.02 +1.01
BkofAm 3239486 33.60 +2.64
Palantir 3094945 18.20 +.43
AT&T Inc 2624228 16.52 -.40
Carnival 1734394 18.61 +.50
PG&E Cp 1709039 17.76 +.15
SnapInc A 1619154 16.92 +1.83
Oracle 1614251 103.32 -10.29

nySe actIveS ($1 or More)nySe GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Gaotu Tch 4.63 +1.87 +67.8
SunnovEn 13.84 +3.43 +32.9
Buenavent 12.50 +3.06 +32.4
GravEd s 7.60 +1.83 +31.8
ZIM Intg 9.64 +2.28 +31.0
RckitCo 13.74 +3.23 +30.7
LoanDpt 2.80 +.65 +30.2
AshfrdH pfI 13.00 +3.00 +30.0
AshfrdH pfH 12.88 +2.88 +28.8
AshfHT pfF 12.87 +2.87 +28.7

nySe loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
CazooG rs 12.15 -11.10 -47.7
Regis rs 7.10 -2.70 -27.6
LocBount rs 2.44 -.64 -20.8
HeritageIns 6.51 -1.65 -20.2
AmpriusTc 3.48 -.59 -14.5
Navios pfG 13.73 -2.27 -14.2
MesaRoyl 13.69 -2.03 -12.9
AshfordH 2.02 -.27 -11.8
DelekLogis 43.78 -5.64 -11.4
NEurO 6.17 -.76 -11.0

Stock exchanGe hIGhlIGhtS

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
C4Thera 6505530 4.95 +3.65
Tesla 6350806 253.50 +9.66
AMD 4309890 139.15 +10.23
LucidGrp 4008301 4.77 +.04
Apple Inc s 3786028 197.57 +1.86
Amazon 3167225 149.97 +2.55
Intel 2760596 46.16 +3.46
MarathDig 2722699 18.29 +1.51
SoFiTech 2702112 9.35 +1.22
RiviaAu A 2395174 22.83 +3.79

naSdaq actIveS ($1 or More)naSdaq GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
C4Thera 4.95 +3.65 +280.8
Shattuck 6.61 +4.24 +178.9
LQR Hs rs 2.57 +1.55 +152.0
View rs 4.00 +2.37 +145.4
TriSalus 8.45 +4.45 +111.3
CardioDi 2.34 +.98 +72.1
SagimetB n 6.20 +2.57 +70.8
BT Brnds 2.45 +.99 +67.8
AileronTh 3.80 +1.50 +65.2
Xos Inc A rs 9.90 +3.72 +60.2

naSdaq loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
MaisonSlA n 2.50 -11.30 -81.9
CareCld pfB 3.99 -9.60 -70.7
CareCld pf 5.25 -10.24 -66.1
HywinHl 2.37 -3.79 -61.5
TC BioPh rs 2.58 -3.84 -59.8
XBP Euro 6.96 -9.11 -56.7
AadiBios 2.34 -2.62 -52.8
CogentBi 4.88 -3.76 -43.5
Banzai 6.49 -4.90 -43.0
AchvLfS 3.18 -2.33 -42.3
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Close: 4,719.19

1-week change: 114.82 (2.5%)

S&P 500
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News-Banner Scoreboard

Norwell tops DeKalb in first NE8 win
Norwell played and got its first 

Northeast 8 Conference win of the sea-
son in a 57-41 victory over DeKalb at 
home Friday night.

The Knights outscored the Barons 
(3-3) 33-18 in the second half after 
leading by just one point at halftime.

Ashton Federspiel continued to 
pour it on offense, leading his team, 
and had a game-high 28 points on 9-14 
shooting and 10-12 at the free throw 

line.
The Knights improved to 4-2 on the 

season and 1-0 overall in the NE8.
Their next game will be at Bluffton 

at 7:30 p.m. next Friday, Dec. 22.

NORWELL 57, DEKALB 41
At Norwell

DEKALB (3-3, 0-1 NE8): Caiden Hinkle 4-6 1-2 
9, Caden Pettis 3-5 3-4 9, Braiden Boyd 2-4 2-4 7, 
Brady Culler 2-2 0-0 6, Christian Stenger 2-5 1-2 5, 
Kiefer Nagel 1-3 0-0 3, Will Weber 1-2 0-0 2, Conner 
Schmidt 0-1 0-0 0. TOTALS: 15-28 7-12 41.

NORWELL (4-2, 1-0 NE8): Ashton Federspiel 

9-14 10-12 28, Cohen Bailey 4-8 2-2 12, Adam 
McBride 4-8 0-0 11, Kaedyn Quintanilla 1-3 1-2 
4, Cade Shelton 1-1 0-2 2, Caiden Petrie 0-0 0-0 
0, Gary Riley 0-0 0-0 0, Brady Smith 0-0 0-0 0, 
Nick McBride 0-0 0-0 0, Ryne Thornton 0-0 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 19-37 13-18 41.

DeKalb        9    14    9     9  –– 41
Norwell      10   14   15   18  ––  57
Three-point FG: DeKalb: 4-12 (Culler 2-2, Boyd 

1-2, Nagel 1-3, Schmidt 0-1, Stenger 0-1, Pettis 0-1, 
Hinkle 0-2), Norwell: 6-16 (McBride 3-7, Bailey 2-4, 
Quintanilla 1-2, Wallis 0-3). Rebounds: DeKalb: 15 
(Pettis 5, Stenger 4, Hinkle 2, Boyd 1, Weber 1, Cull-
er 1), Norwell: 18 (Federspiel 5, Shelton 3, McBride 
3, Shelton 3, Smith 1, Wallis 1, Bailey 1). Turnovers: 
DeKalb: 11, Norwell: 6. Fouls: DeKalb: 13, Norwell: 
11. Fouled Out: None. Technicals: None.

SATURDAY, DEC 16 
BOYS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at Gar-

rett, 7:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Smith 
Academy, 2 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Adams Cen-
tral at Bluffton, 1:30 p.m. Norwell at 
DeKalb, 7:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Norwell at Wawasee 
Super Duals, 9 a.m.; Bluffton at New 
Haven Super 10, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, DEC 18
No events scheduled
TUESDAY, DEC 19 

BOYS BASKETBALL: Southwood at 
Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at 
Churubusco, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Nor-
well at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC 20
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Northfield at 

Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.
WRESTLING: Norwell at Adams Cen-

tral, 6:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, DEC 21
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at 

Fairfield, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Nor-

well at Angola, 6 p.m.
FRIDAY, DEC 22
BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at 

Bluffton, 7:45 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Garrett at 

Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.
WRESTLING: Bluffton at ECIC Tour-

nament (Jay County High School), 9 a.m.
SATURDAY, DEC 23 
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Lawrence 

North at Norwell, 3:30 p.m.

High School Calendar
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Honesty needed in a 
healthy marriage

Dear Annie: My husband doesn’t 
spend time with me anymore. We have 
been together for eight years and mar-
ried for three. We were inseparable 
most of that time, but, all of a sudden, 
he doesn’t want me around. He says 
most married people hardly ever hang 
out. He tells me the honeymoon is over.

I have tried everything. At marriage 
counseling, he puts on a show and 
tries to make me look bad. He mostly 
ignores my calls and texts when he 
leaves, and when he does respond, it’s 
very nasty. 

I’m not sure if he is cheating or not. I 
don’t think I want to be married to him 
anymore. How do I handle this? Is ask-
ing for a divorce reasonable? How do 
you do that? — Still Unsure

Dear Unsure: Are you telling the 
marriage counselor that you feel he 
puts on a show and tries to make you 
look bad? It is important to be com-
pletely honest during your counseling 
sessions or else they won’t work. Once 
you have said all of that during your 
therapy sessions, and you still want a 
divorce, then you can most certainly 
ask for one. Honesty, love and com-
munication are all pillars for a healthy 
marriage, and you deserve a man who 
understands that.

Dear Annie: My husband and I have 
been married for 24 years, and we have 
two adult kids who no longer live in our 
household.

My husband has always treated me 
as if I were his maid. I am told to do all 
the housework. I don’t mind, but some-
times a little help is nice. When he’s not 
upset, he’s the sweetest man.

About three years ago, he made me 
quit my job because I cheated on him. 
He made me delete all social media, 
and I was unable to take individual pic-
tures of myself.

We have been having lots of dis-
agreements, and one day in our home, 
he hit me. That left me with bruises 
and a bad headache because he hit me 
on the head. I told him I didn’t love 

him and wanted 
to divorce him. 
As soon as I said 
that, he promised 
he would never 
hit me again and 
that he would be 
a better person in 
the future.

He  a l ways 
does this. He 
slaps me and then 
promises he will never do it again. And 
then he does it again, and I fall into his 
little game — again. After the most 
recent incident, he bought me a belt and 
clothing that I have been wanting so 
that I would forgive him.

What do I do to get away from him? 
I have no money or job. How do I leave 
this man? — Trapped By a Monster

Dear Trapped: It might feel like you 
are trapped because 24 years of living 
with a man who is abusive is a long 
time. But you are not trapped. There is 
help available. There are many local 
and national hotlines available to 
help women in your exact situation. I 
encourage you to contact the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-
799-7233 or chat with someone via 
their website (https://www.thehotline.
org). The National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence is another great 
resource at https://ncadv.org/get-help. 
If you feel like you are in immediate 
danger, call 911. Just remember that 
you have the power to leave the cage 
that you feel trapped in. There are 
groups and people out there.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, commu-
nication and reconciliation — is avail-
able as a paperback and e-book. Visit 
http://www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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He lives!

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | December 16 - 22, 2023    | 5 Saturday evening
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Let's Take 
It Outside 

A Fishing 
Story 

The 
Stranger 

Don Frost Family & 
Friends 

Who Is This Jesus? Is 
He the Only Way? 

Three Days Sue Thomas F.B.Eye Pacific Garden Mission Daywind BillyGr-
aham.TV 

Daily Faith With Philip 
Cameron 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
(3:00) 
Basketball 

College Basketball North Carolina vs. Kentucky From State 
Farm Arena in Atlanta. (L) (N) 

Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer 

Frosty the 
Snowman 

Frosty 
Returns 

48 Hours (N) Nightcast 
(N) 

(:35) IN 
Focus (N) 

(:05) Equalizer "What 
Dreams May Come" 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Law & Order: SVU 
"Man Down" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Zero Tolerance" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Revenge"

Law-SVU "Confess Your 
Sins to Be Free" 

Law & Order: SVU "A 
Final Call at Forlini's Bar"

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Accredo" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Exile" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Caretaker" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
(3:30) College Football From FBC Mortgage 
Stadium in Orlando, Fla. 

Football (L)
(N) 

College Football LA Bowl: Teams TBA From SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, Calif. (L) (N) ABC21 (N) Investig-
ateTV 

Seinfeld Modern 
Family 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
(2:30) Golf PNC 
Championship, Day 1 (N) 

News (N) NBC News Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

That Clip Show: 
Holiday Edition 

Dateline NBC Saturday Night Live 
Austin Butler; Lizzo (N) 

News (N) Saturday Night Live Kate McKinnon; 
Billie Eilish (L) (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
World Chase Tag Chicago Fire "That 

Day" 
Chicago Fire "Lift Each 
Other" 

9-1-1 "Ghost Stories" The Rookie "The 
Knock" 

Major Crimes 
"Sanctuary City: Part 5" 

Murdoch Mysteries 
"Pay the Piper" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"December Solstice" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
Bloodline "Stabbing in 
Sacramento" 

Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

The Good Doctor 
"Decrypt" 

<+++ Shrek 2 (2004, Animated) Voices of Eddie 
Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. 

The 
Liquidator 

TMZ (N) < Santa Stole Our Dog! ('17) Yves 
Bright, Carrie Schroeder, Ed Asner. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Weekend 
(N) 

Plan "Debt, 
Debt, Debt" 

Antiques Roadshow 
"Tearjerkers" 

Lawrence Welk "Time 
Was (JoAnn Castle)" 

Doc Martin "I Will 
Survive" 

Keep-
Appear 

As Time 
Goes By 

Mr. Bean Songs at 
the Center

Austin "Brandy Clark; 
Charley Crockett" 

NOVA "The Next 
Pompeii" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Woods-
mith Shop 

American 
Woodshop 

Weekend 
(N) 

Joy/Pain-
ting 

Woodsongs "Jimmie 
Vaughan" 

Pokagon Story Road Christmas-
New 

Christmastime in New 
Orleans 

Austin "Brandy Clark; 
Charley Crockett" 

NOVA "The Next 
Pompeii" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
Paid 
Program 

Paid 
Program 

Big Bang Big Bang Young 
Sheldon 

Hoops Tip-
Off (L) (N) 

College Basketball Baylor vs. Michigan State From 
Little Caesars Arena in Detroit, Mich. (L) (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Beat Shazam "Can 
Mama Make a Million?" 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < Merry Liddle 
Christmas Wedding 

< Merry Liddle Christmas Baby ('21, Com.-Dra) 
Thomas Cadrot, Bresha Webb, Kelly Rowland. 

< The Holiday Proposal Plan (2023, Romance) 
Jesse Kove, Whitney Able, Tatyana M. Ali. (P) 

< A Christmas Intern (2023, Drama) Vivica A. 
Fox, Michael Paré, Jackée Harry. (P) 

< The Holiday 
Proposal Plan 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <+++ Star Wars: Revenge of the Sith  <++ Solo: A Star Wars Story ('18) Emilia Clarke, Alden Ehrenreich. <+++ Rogue One: A Star Wars Story ('16) Diego Luna, Felicity Jones. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:30) <++ Just Friends ('05) Amy 
Smart, Anna Faris, Ryan Reynolds. 

<+++ Pitch Perfect (2012, Romance) Skylar Astin, Rebel 
Wilson, Anna Kendrick. 

<++ Just Friends (2005, Romance) Amy Smart, 
Anna Faris, Ryan Reynolds. 

<+++ Pitch Perfect (2012, Romance) Skylar 
Astin, Rebel Wilson, Anna Kendrick. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
(3:30) <+++ The Dark Knight Rises (2012, Action) Anne 
Hathaway, Tom Hardy, Christian Bale. 

To Be Announced Programming to be announced. <+++ The Dark Knight Rises (2012, Action) 
Anne Hathaway, Tom Hardy, Christian Bale. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(2:15) 
Football 

(:45) College Football Isleta New Mexico Bowl: Teams TBA From University Stadium in 
Albuquerque, N.M. (L) (N) 

(:15) College Football Radiance Technologies Independence Bowl: Teams TBA From 
Independence Stadium in Shreveport, La. (L) (N) 

(:45) 
SportCtr 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 (4:30) College Football UFC 296 UFC 296 - Prelims (L) (N) College Basketball NC State vs. Tennessee (L) (N) SportCtr UFC Top 10 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Lights Out XF An elite fighting series that features 
crossover bouts, tournaments, title bouts and more.

Football Pregame 
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Dallas Stars at St. Louis Blues From Enterprise 
Center in Saint Louis, Mo. (L) (N) 

Blues Post. 
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Dallas Stars at St. Louis Blues From 
Enterprise Center in Saint Louis, Mo. 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(4:35) <++ A Bad Moms Christmas (2017, 
Comedy) Kristen Bell, Kathryn Hahn, Mila Kunis. 

(:55) <++ Just Go With It (2011, Romance) Jennifer Aniston, 
Nicole Kidman, Adam Sandler. 

(:25) <++ Step Brothers (2008, Comedy) John C. 
Reilly, Richard Jenkins, Will Ferrell. 

<++ Just Go With It ('11) Jennifer 
Aniston, Adam Sandler. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Naked and Afraid 
"Category 5 Survival" 

Naked and Afraid "The 
Hunted" 

Naked and Afraid 
"Playing With Fire" 

Afraid Four male survivalists who tapped in previous 
challenges seek redemption in South Africa. 

Afraid A backpacker & experienced hunter attempt 
to survive 21 days in a swampy Argentine savanna. 

Naked and Afraid "Bro, 
Hold My Fear" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 The Family Chantel 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day: Other "More to Love: Tell All Part 2" (N) 90 Day "Now or Never" 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day Fiancé: Other 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Ancient Aliens "Russia 
Declassified" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Badlands Guardian" 

Aliens "The Mystery of 
the Stone Giants" 

Ancient Aliens: Declassified An enhanced version of the series "Ancient Aliens." (N) (:05) Ancient Aliens: 
Declassified 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Legends Legends Buddy Valastro's (N) Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < The Royal 
Nanny Rachel Skarsten. 

< The Secret Gift of Christmas (2023, Drama) 
Christopher Russell, Meghan Ory. 

< Sealed With a List (2023, Romance) Evan 
Roderick, Daylin Willis, Katie Findlay. (P) 

< The Santa Summit (2023, Romance) Benjamin 
Hollingsworth, Amy Groening, Hunter King. 

< Christmas in Tahoe 
('21) Laura Osnes. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:05) < Fantastic Beasts 
& Where to Find Them 

<++ Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald (2018, Fantasy) 
Katherine Waterston, Dan Fogler, Eddie Redmayne. 

<++ Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of Dumbledore (2022, Fantasy) Jude 
Law, Mads Mikkelsen, Eddie Redmayne. (P) 

(:05) < Harry Potter & the 
Prisoner of Azkaban 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <++++ The Wizard of Oz ('39) Judy Garland. (:15) <++ Two Weeks Notice Sandra Bullock. (:15) < A Dog's Purpose 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
<+++ Transformers (2007, Action) Tyrese Gibson, Josh Duhamel, Shia La 
Beouf. 

Collision Exciting matches, stories and action 
featuring the world-class All Elite Wrestling roster. 

<++ Alien: Covenant (2017, Sci-Fi) Katherine Waterston, Billy 
Crudup, Michael Fassbender. 

<++ The 
Punisher 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+++ The Polar Express (2004, Animated) 
Voices of Michael Jeter, Nona Gaye, Tom Hanks. 

<+++ Elf (2003, Children) James Caan, Bob 
Newhart, Will Ferrell. 

<+++ Elf (2003, Children) James Caan, Bob 
Newhart, Will Ferrell. 

<+++ The Polar Express (2004, Animated) 
Voices of Michael Jeter, Nona Gaye, Tom Hanks. 

COM  47  107 249 (4:30) <+ Little Fockers The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(3:30) 
Basketball 

College Basketball Northwestern at DePaul From 
Wintrust Arena in Chicago. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Winthrop at Xavier From 
Cintas Center in Cincinnati. (L) (N) 

WWE Friday Night SmackDown The biggest and 
baddest wrestling superstars. 

Women's College Basketball 
Louisville at Connecticut 

WGN  53   307 Blue Bloods Blue Bloods NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Reveille" NCIS "See No Evil" NCIS NCIS "Vanished" NCIS "Lt. Jane Doe" NCIS "The Bone Yard" NCIS "Terminal Leave" NCIS "Call of Silence" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Movie <+++ Jurassic Park ('93, Adventure) Laura Dern, Jeff Goldblum, Sam Neill. <++ The Lost World: Jurassic Park ('97) Julianne Moore, Jeff Goldblum. <++ Jurassic Park III Sam Neill. 
NICK  68  170 299 Movie <++ The Addams Family (:15) <++ Hotel Transylvania ('12) Adam Sandler. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Big City Big City Big City Toy Story <+++ Home Alone (P) (:50) < The Naughty Nine ('23) Winslow Fegley. Big City Big City Big City Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:35) <++ Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas ('00) Jeffrey Tambor, Jim Carrey. 

(:15) <+++ The Santa Clause (1994, Children) Judge Reinhold, 
Wendy Crewson, Tim Allen. 

(:25) <++ The Santa Clause 2 (2002, Children) Elizabeth 
Mitchell, David Krumholtz, Tim Allen. 

(:55) < Santa Clause 3: 
Escape Clause 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:55) The 
Gilded Age 

(:50) <++ Black Adam (2022, Action) Aldis Hodge, Pierce 
Brosnan, Dwayne Johnson. 

<+++ Recount (2008, Docu-Drama) Bob 
Balaban, Ed Begley Jr., Kevin Spacey. 

Leo Reich: Literally 
Who Cares?! (N) 

(:10) <+++ The Devil Wears Prada ('06, Com.-
Dra) Anne Hathaway, Adrian Grenier, Meryl Streep. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:25) <+++ Gemini 
('17) Lola Kirke. 

<++ Knowing (2009, Sci-Fi) Rose Byrne, Chandler 
Canterbury, Nicolas Cage. 

<+++ A Most Violent Year (2014, Thriller) 
Jessica Chastain, David Oyelowo, Oscar Isaac. 

(:05) <++ Kill the Irishman ('11) 
Vincent D'Onofrio, Ray Stevenson. 

(:50) <+++ Don Jon ('13) Scarlett 
Johansson, Joseph Gordon-Levitt. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:05) <+++ Total Recall (1990, Sci-Fi) Rachel Ticotin, Sharon 
Stone, Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

<+++ Jules ('23) Harriet Sansom 
Harris, Zoe Winters, Ben Kingsley. 

Boxing David Morrell vs. Sena Agbeko Morrell defends his WBA world super middleweight 
title against Agbeko. (L) (N) 

The Curse 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:35) <+++ Train to Busan ('16) 
Jung Yu-mi, Ma Dong-seok, Gong Yoo. 

(:35) < Disquiet ('23) Lochlyn Munro, 
Jonathan Rhys Meyers. 

<++ Phantasm ('79) Bill Thornbury, 
Reggie Bannister, A. Michael Baldwin. 

< Grizzly II: Revenge 
('83) Charlie Sheen. 

(:45) <++ The Best Offer (2013, Drama) Geoffrey Rush, Donald 
Sutherland, Jim Sturgess. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV  

Q: Time magazine once 
featured an article about 
the great thinkers of histo-
ry, even before the time of 
Jesus, and that most came 
to believe in life after 
death, in some fashion. It 
claims that Socrates and 
many Greek thinkers had 
subscribed to the idea of 
the immortality of the soul. 
It claimed that Jesus stood 
in a very long line of seri-
ous thinkers. I’ve never 
heard this before. – T.H.

A: The belief in the 
immortality of the soul is 
intuitive and instinctive. 
When Charlemagne’s 
tomb was opened, all that 
was left was a jumble of 
moldy bones; his crown 
and scepter lay buried in 

the dust of his tomb. 
Powerless! The Taj 
Mahal holds the 
remains of a Mughal 
emperor and his favor-
ite wife. The building 

itself is glorious, but as for 
the occupants? No more 
glory! Greek philosophers 
chased after immortality 
with an intellectual fervor. 
No unbeliever yearned 
more fervently for a pleas-
ant eternity than Plato, 
who constantly felt the 
“longing after immortal-
ity.”

It  has also been 
observed that Aristotle 
reflected that the “species 
of mankind possesses 
immortality.” Shakespeare 
wrote, “I have immortal 
longings in me.” They 
died and were buried. No 
more wisdom! Ancient 
Egyptians built pyramids 
for their dead and filled 
them with provisions for 

life beyond the grave. An 
African chief was bur-
ied with his wife to give 
him companionship in the 
future life. The Norsemen 
buried horses and armor 
with their warriors so that 
they might fight in the 
afterlife.

Christian missionaries 
have been heckled because 
there is no tomb with the 
bones of its leader. Christ 
followers speak of the 
empty tomb, for the eter-
nal, immortal One who 
possesses all power, all 
glory, and all wisdom is 
the Life-giver Himself and 
is not dead — He lives! 
What a glorious truth!

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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EMPLOYMENT

EXPERIENCED WORSHIP/

YOUTH LEADER, Faith Com-
munity Church (Huntington
In.), myfaithcommunity.org,
FT/PT Flexible - Competitive
Salary, Email:
jason@myfaithcommunity.org

THE TOWN OF Warren is now
accepting applications for a
general labor position serving
all departments of the Town -
Water, Electric, Sewer, Street,
and Park as well as any other
duties which could/would be
assigned under Town opera-
tions. Prior Municipal work ex-
perience, background in
electric work, and/or licensing
preferred but not necessary to
be considered. Applications
can be found online at
warrenindiana.us or picked up
at Town Hall, 132 N. Wayne
Street and will be accepted un-
til January 15, 2024. Call
260-375-2656 for further infor-
mation. Town of Warren,
Indiana, is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Sporting Goods
NEW, 10 INCH, folding, mini
trampoline with carrying case
and bar, $55, OBO, 565-4556.

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate

Lottery Numbers
Friday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 12-15-21-26-

32
Cash4Life — 07-19-34-

51-55, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 

01-07-11-14-21-31-33-35-
37-39-45-51-53-55-57-62-
65-67-69-79, BE: 45

Daily Three-Midday — 
03-08-08, SB: 00

Daily Three-Evening — 
09-09-05, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday — 
08-09-09-02, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening — 
07-03-03-00, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening 
— 12-17-21-26-27-30-36-
40-42-46-47-61-62-63-65-
69-76-77-79-80, BE: 80

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $1.2 million

MEGA MILLIONS
10-20-28-40-54, Mega 

Ball:12, Megaplier: X2
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $535 million

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is Tues., Dec. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
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824-0224 

or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is 
Tues., Dec. 26!
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PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is 
Tues., Dec. 26!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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Fort Wayne, IN  46804
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Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Get Holiday Cash NOW

We Buy Junk Cars

Camelot Auto LLC

260-307-1302

Primary 
Contracting, LLC Free Estimates and 

Inspections for remodeling

260-223-4276 Ask for Edwin Wickey

an munch more! competitive rates!
house’s and barns - metal or shingle roofs

Decks or new construction additions pole Barns

Goods & services 
directory

BIDDING STARTS ENDING 
DECEMBER 17 - 6 p.m. EST 
- Ronald H. Jackson estate, 
owner. Online only personal 
property auction! 300 lots fea-
turing: household, antiques, 
furniture, glassware, collectible 
Bossom chalkware, tools, long 
& hand guns & much more! 
Auction pick up: Dec. 18, 2-6 
p.m., 3934 Summersworth 
Run, Fort Wayne, IN. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 23-JANUARY 1 
- Online only auction - Vari-
ous consignors, seller. Mod-
eline MCM floor & table lamps 
and Art Nuevo, Presidential 
collection, advertising, toys, 
early Moxie thermometer, 25+ 
Nativity scenes, antiques, vin-
tage primitives, artifacts, trains, 
Fenton, Haviland & Franciscan 
china, antique furniture, mili-
tary items, salesman samples 
and miniatures, coins & cur-
rency. Preview: Dec. 26 from 
3 p.m.-6 p.m. and Dec. 28 
from 3 p.m.-6 p.m., 102 South 
Jefferson, Ossian. Sale man-
ager, Rod Fetters. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING DECEM-
BER 27 - 10 a.m. EST - 
Whites Meat Market, owner. 
Complete liquidation. Meat 
saws, scales, display coolers, 
retail shelving, stainless sinks 
and tables, Herring Hall Marvin 
safe and much more! Auction 
pick up Dec. 29, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
EST, 46 W 400 S #1, Kokomo, 
IN. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 31-JANUARY 7 - 
Estate of Mary Lynn Lautzen-
heiser, seller. Personal prop-
erty online only auction. John 
Deere mower, lawn & garden, 
furniture, Christmas, books, 
household. Open houses: Jan. 

4 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Jan. 6 from 10 a.m. to noon, 
4917 E 100 N., Bluffton, IN. 
Isaac Stoller, sale manager, 
The Steffen Group Inc., http://
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
JANUARY 11 - 6 p.m. - Estate 
of Mary Lynn Lautzenheiser, 
seller. 4917 E. 100 N., Bluff-
ton, IN. One-of-a-kind prop-
erty w/quick access to Bluff-
ton, Decatur, Fort Wayne. 
Main home was once town-
ship school building, and has 
covered porch walk through to 
previous dance studio that has 
potential to be fourth living unit. 
Property also offers detached 
two car garage and two-unit 
apartment building. Open 
houses: Jan. 4 from 4-6 p.m., 
Jan. 6 from 10 a.m.-noon. 
Isaac Stoller, sale manager, 
The Steffen Group Inc., http://
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA  )

 ) SS
COUNTY OF WELLS )

 IN THE WELLS
 CIRCUIT COURT
 PROBATE DIVISION
 CAUSE NO.

90C01-2312-EU-000055
IN THE MATTER OF  )
THE ESTATE OF  )

TIMOTHY L. TOPP, )
 DECEASED.  )

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
For Publication in Newspaper
Notice is hereby given that 

James R. Topp was on the 7th day 
of December, 2023, appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the estate 
of Timothy L. Topp, deceased, who 
died on the 20th day of April, 2023.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
7th day of December, 2023.

 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

BURT, BLEE, DIXON, SUTTON & 
BLOOM, LLP
Attorneys for Petitioner
Michael C. Moellering
Attorney No. 16813-64
W. Michael Horton
Attorney No. 7787-02
200 East Main Street, Suite 1000
Fort Wayne IN 46802
(260) 426-1300

nb 12/16, 12/23
hspaxlp

VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,

INC. Huge Repo Sale Decem-
ber 21, 2023. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

HELOISE HINT: During the 
winter months, pay close at-
tention to your car’s tires. Make 
sure that they are properly in-
flated so they are effective on 
the road. It’s especially impor-
tant when highways are icy or 
snowy. Email HELOISE@Helo-
ise.com.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

THE TOWN OF Warren is now
accepting applications for Op-
erations Manager to oversee
all departments of the Town -
Water, Sewer, Electric, Street,
Park as well as any other du-
ties which could/would be as-
signed through the Town
Council related to Public
Works operations. Prior Munic-
ipal Work Experience, Man-
agerial Experience, and at
least one License preferred
but all three not required.
Wage based on experience
level. Applications can be
found online at
warrenindiana.us or picked up
at Town Hall, 132 N. Wayne
Street. Applications and re-
sumes will be accepted until
January 15. 2024. Call
260-375-2656 for further infor-
mation. Town of Warren, Indi-
ana, is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Help Wanted
CNC MACHINIST Hi, tired of
working in a dead end job?
Running the same machine,
making the same part? Feel
like you're not getting any bet-
ter? Not learning any new ma-
chining skills? Take this
opportunity to become a mas-
ter machinist. Learn to operate
multiple machines, make pre-
cision component parts, in our
AS100 Certified Job Shop.
Perhaps you retired too early
and are looking for a part time
position we are offering this
too.
Email:
jturnbull@dedricktool.com
260 824-3334

Need more employees! 
A 20 word, line classified in 
the Bluffton News-Banner 

for a month is $52.  
Contact the office at 125 N. 
Johnson St.,  824-0224, or 

submit on-line at 
classifieds.news-banner.com.

Pets
HELOISE HINT: Pet’s ears 
needs cleaning? According to 
guidelines from the American 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, just pour 
a bit of liquid ear cleaner onto 
a cotton ball. Then wipe away 
any wax or dirt that you see. 
Avoid going too deep into the 
ear canal. Email HELOISE@
Heloise.com.

RENTALS
Office Space Rental

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
for an additional $5. Contact
the Bluffton News-Banner of-
fice, 125 N. Johnson St.,
824-0224, or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Home For Sale

HELOISE HINT: Wooden 
drawers sticking? To get them 
moving again, rub gliders or 
contact surfaces with a bar of 
soap. Email HELOISE@Helo-
ise.com.

COMPLETELY REMOD-

ELED, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom
home at 711 W. Cherry St. All
new appliances, paint, interior
trim, water lines and drains,
siding and windows. Call (260)
820-2765 or (260) 273-1580.
Sale price $172,000.

ESTATE WASHER AND Rop-
er dryer, excellent condition,
$75 each, 260-224-2685.

Home Furnishings


