
Elizabeth Wheeler, a Bluffton High School senior, 
has been named the Wells County Foundation 2024 
Lilly Endowment Community Scholar. 

Wheeler will receive not only full tuition to any 
eligible Indiana public or private nonprofit college 
or university, but also up to a $900 per year stipend 
for required books and equipment. Lilly Endowment 
Community Scholars may also participate in the Lilly 
Scholars Network, which connects scholars with 
resources and opportunities to be active leaders on 
their campuses and in their communities. 

Wheeler is the daughter of James and Abbey 
Wheeler. She is a two-year member of National 
Honor Society and has achieved high honor roll sta-
tus throughout high school. Wheeler stays busy in 
and out of school, extensively involved in a variety 
of extra curricular and service opportunities. Wheeler 
has also been involved in dance since she was three-
years-old, and that’s where she found out about this 
major award.

In a press release from Bluffton-Harrison schools, 
Wheeler said, “I was actually at my dance recital and 
my dad gave (the letter) to me after my first perfor-
mance. I opened up the letter and I was shocked. I 
actually started crying. It was really cool. It was really 
special.”

Wheeler has been active in varsity tennis and 
served as junior varsity and varsity manager for the 
Bluffton boys’ basketball teams. She has received 

numerous honors in the Tri Kappa Art Show and 
has been an active member of Youth As Resources, 
Campus Life, Students for Christ, The Creative Arts 
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Knights stun No. 1 Eagles in girls’ basketball  ... Page 1a
Free holiday performances today BHS students pursue computer science

Lights Away 
Beauty was on display 

at the 10th annual Won-
derland of Lights at Oua-

bache State Park. The 
lights will be on display 

from 6-9 p.m through 
Dec. 31. Cost is $5 per 

car. (Photos by Jonathan 
Snyder)

A vision forward for 
Bluffton’s council 
and community

By JONATHAN SNYDER
A new marketing plan for the 

city seeks to advertise quality of 
life improvements, different attrac-
tions and upgrades to systems 
around the city while putting up 
new signs welcoming people to 
Bluffton for 2024 and beyond. 

Each member of the Bluffton 
Common Council had ideas for 
city-wide improvements. First 
on their docket — “Welcome to 
Bluffton” signs. 

The city previously had wood-
en welcome signs, but they fell 
into disrepair and were removed. 
After a conversation between the 
council earlier this year, council 
member Chandler Gerber took it 
upon himself to seek out possible 
options for new signs. 

“We had a couple of council 
members that chimed in that they 
would like to see some options for 
the signs,” said Bluffton Mayor 
John Whicker. “That kicked off 
the rebranding, and the thought of, 
‘Let’s take a holistic viewpoint of 

people coming into town and mak-
ing them feel welcome.’” Whicker 
and the council are looking to 
make Bluffton a community that 
is future focused and beneficial to 
everyone.

“The heart behind it is mak-
ing Bluffton attractive to families 
and attractive to people across the 
board, whether you are 18 fresh 
out of high school or 60 and look-
ing to retire,” said Gerber.

As described by Whicker, the 
plans opened a larger conversation 
— how can the city attract people? 

A marketing plan is in the 
works, with hopes to advertise the 
city’s schools, housing and tech-
nology upgrades. Gerber wants to 
market the upgrades in hopes of 
attracting developers and bring-
ing jobs and housing for families. 
However, the project is still in its 
infancy. 

Additionally, the city has rec-
ognized a need to upgrade its ser-
vices to accommodate the digital 

Man pleads guilty 
to burglary of Wells 
County business

By SYDNEY KENT
A man from Richmond pled guilty to the bur-

glary of Baker Farms in January of 2022 in the 
Wells Circuit Court last month.

David Shane Sullivan, 46, was charged with 
burglary, a Level 5 felony, auto theft, a Level 6 fel-
ony, and two counts of auto theft with a prior con-
viction, both Level 5 felonies. The charges were 
filed after DNA evidence, found in a glove on the 
property, placed Sullivan at the scene of a burglary.

According to a probable cause affidavit, Zach 
Krinn, a representative from Baker Farms, reported 
that a theft had occurred overnight on New Year’s 
Eve in 2021. A laptop, various tools, and a Polaris 
Ranger UTV was stolen, along with additional items. The total cost of 
stolen items was estimated at $80,540. The following morning, a subject 
near the business reported that his moped had been stolen overnight.

Several days after the burglary, Krinn advised detectives on the case 
that some of the stolen items were found in a field behind the business. 
One of the items was reportedly a computer system torn out of the UTV.

On March 5, officers responded to a report of a suspicious vehicle 
parked in the bushes on a property approximately 14 miles from the busi-
ness. The vehicle was identified as the stolen UTV. The stolen moped 
was recovered in Florida approximately five months later.

During his interview with detectives, Sullivan advised he had previ-
ously dismissed charges in Florida. Sullivan was arrested with his girl-
friend, Tessa Rettinger, after a high speed pursuit in a vehicle reported to 
be stolen out of Richmond. The charges were ultimately dismissed in the 
state.

Sullivan, who initially denied ever visiting Wells County, admitted 
that he was homeless and using drugs at the time of the burglary. When 
officers asked Sullivan how he found the barn, he reportedly said that he 
“had to get out of Richmond” and rode a train to the business. The officer 
noted a train track that runs from Richmond to an area near the farm.

Sullivan has multiple past convictions for theft of an automobile, as 
well a past conviction for possession of methamphetamine and one count 
of theft.

Sullivan is scheduled for a sentencing hearing in this matter at 1 p.m. 
on Dec. 13 in the Wells Circuit Court.

sydney@news-banner.com

David Sullivan

Elizabeth (Ella) Wheeler is this year’s recipient of the 
Lilly Endowment Scholarship. (Photo provided)

Wheeler receives 
Lilly scholarship

Indiana secretary of state appeals ruling for Senate candidate
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 

The Indiana secretary of state 
is appealing a ruling that a law 
stipulating voting requirements 
for a candidate’s party affiliation 
is unconstitutional in a decision 
that lifted the hopes of a U.S. Sen-

ate hopeful who wants to run as a 
Republican.

The Indiana attorney general’s 
office filed the notice of appeal 
Friday with the Indiana Supreme 
Court on behalf of Secretary of 
State Diego Morales.

The filing came a day after a 
Marion County judge granted an 
injunction sought by John Rust, 
the former chair of the egg sup-
plier Rose Acre Farms who is run-
ning to replace Sen. Mike Braun. 
Rust filed a lawsuit in September 

against Morales, the Indiana Elec-
tion Commission and Jackson 
County Republican Party Chair 
Amanda Lowery to challenge the 
law and ensure the possibility of 
his place on the ballot.

The law in question says a can-

didate’s past two primary elections 
must be cast with the party the can-
didate is affiliated with or a county 
party chair must approve the can-
didacy. In court documents, Rust 
argued that this statute “should be 

(Continued on Page 2)
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DEIR AL-BALAH, 
Gaza Strip (AP) — Israel 
said Friday that the mili-
tary was rounding up 
Palestinian men in north-
ern Gaza for interroga-
tion, searching for Hamas 
militants, while desperate 
Palestinians in the south 
crowded into an ever-
shrinking area, and the 
U.N. warned that its aid 
operation is “in tatters.”

The detentions pointed to 
Israeli efforts to secure the 
military’s hold on northern 
Gaza as the war entered its 
third month. Furious urban 
fighting has continued in the 
north, underscoring Hamas’ 
heavy resistance, and tens 
of thousands of residents 
are believed to remain in the 
area six weeks after troops 
and tanks rolled in.

The first images of mass 
detentions emerged Thurs-
day from the northern town 

of Beit Lahiya, showing 
dozens of men kneeling or 
sitting in the streets, stripped 
down to their underwear, 
their hands bound behind 
their backs. Some had their 
heads bowed. U.N. monitors 
said Israeli troops reportedly 
detained men and boys from 
the age of 15 in a school-
turned-shelter.

In other developments, 
the United States vetoed a 
United Nations resolution 
backed by the vast majority 
of Security Council mem-
bers and many other nations 
demanding an immediate 
humanitarian cease-fire 
in Gaza. The vote in the 
15-member council was 
13-1 with the United King-
dom abstaining.

Secretary-General Anto-
nio Gutteres told the council 
that Gaza is at “a breaking 
point” and “there is a high 
risk of the total collapse of 

the humanitarian support 
system.”

Israel has vowed to crush 
Hamas, which rules Gaza, 
following the group’s Oct. 7 
attack that sparked the war.

Israel’s air and ground 
campaign initially focused 
on the northern third of 
Gaza, leading hundreds of 
thousands of residents to 
flee south. 
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Vision forward Weather
Saturday, December 9, 2023

(24-hour observations at 9:37 p.m. Friday)
High: 53; Low: 40; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.22  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Today: A 40 percent chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, with 

a high near 60. South wind 15 to 20 mph becoming west in 
the afternoon. Winds could gust as high as 35 mph. 

Tonight: A 30 percent chance of rain, mainly before 1 
a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 32. Northwest wind 
around 10 mph. 

Sunday: A 20 percent chance of rain before 1 p.m. Most-
ly cloudy, with a high near 38. West wind around 15 mph. 

Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 25. 
West wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 38.
Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 26.
Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 43.
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 23.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 41.
Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 25.
Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 44.
Thursday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 27.
Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 48.

Just Threads and More
Where there is prices from the past and 

a SALE every day!

A Family Fashion
Closeout Company

Find us at 1220 S. Main Street, Bluffton
Monday thru Friday 10am-6pm

And Saturday 11am-4pm
Across from (A Perfect Blend Flower Shop)

Al Pfister
Sale Manager

Call Al • 260-760-8922
Email: auction@adamswells.com

Auction Marketing Specialists Since 1944

1-800-451-2709
www.schraderauction.com

1169 N. Main St. Ste. 14 Bluffton, IN

30 Years Experience Land, Farms, 
Farm Equipment, Estate Sales

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas & New Year

age. Council member Scott Mentzer 
has contacted developers about a city 
app that could help residents navigate 
the city calendar, as well as modernize 
utility and e-billing processes. 

With so many benefits being adver-
tised, the need to consolidate these 
ideas into one vision for the city was 
presented by Gerber, which was sup-
ported by all members of Bluffton’s 
City Council.

“As I’ve worked with other coun-
cil members and the mayor … we’ve 
all got things that we are working on,” 
said Gerber. “All these things are in 
motion, but we are trying to bring them 
all together under a coordinated cam-
paign that we can launch at the same 
time to the public and say ‘Here’s all 
the features,’” said Gerber.

Gerber hopes that the new market-
ing focus will give Bluffton a vision 
for the future, which in turn will attract 
new residents and businesses who buy 
into that vision.

“From elementary school to nursing 
home care and everything in between, 
we’ve got great features. But we just 
want people to know,” said Gerber.

Gerber sees immense growth poten-
tial for Bluffton and he’s hoping that 
new procedures and technological 
improvements can attract the right peo-
ple to develop the city.

“If we can streamline procedures 
and development standards, that’s 
going to incentivize developers to come 
do business in Bluffton. When they 

do that … that attracts people to move 
here, as the people move here that 
attracts large name attractions to move 
here,” said Gerber. “I’m not saying we 
will become the next Fort Wayne, but I 
also don’t think that 30 years from now 
we should be at 10,000 people.”

Another goal of this plan is to make 
the city more transparent with its resi-
dents, and ask for their cooperation in 
the marketing process. All board meet-
ings will soon be required to be stream-
ing online, and Gerber has expressed 
a desire to make this happen sooner 
rather than later.

Gerber advised there are plans to 
hold focus groups and anonymously 
survey people for their opinion about 
these efforts and what should be 
involved. The desire for community 
feedback is a sentiment which Whicker 
reflects.

“We want the community to be 
involved in the decision on what the 
final product is,” said Whicker. “I 
would imagine that there would be 
some way that people would be able 
to interact electronically and by writ-
ten methods while talking to chamber 
members.”

“I wish we could have 100 people at 
every city council meeting,” said Ger-
ber. “But people are busy, so the next 
best thing is to bring it to them and 
they can watch from the comfort of 
their bedroom.” 

Gerber believes the city should 
be able to implement some of these 
improvements at a relatively low 

cost. While sign design, website over-
haul and marketing will require some 
spending, Gerber assured that the city 
can handle it.

“We’re not living off of reserves,” 
said Gerber. “The city has significant 
reserves on deposit that we are mak-
ing significant interest off of monthly. 
There are options to do this in a way 
that is fiscally responsible, and is 
advantageous to all the constituents 
around Bluffton,” said Gerber.

Gerber also expressed thanks for the 
people who paved the way for this new 
project and to honor the city’s past, he 
wants to see Bluffton become more 
competitive compared to other cities 
and townships. Gerber believes growth 
is something that the city should be 
constantly striving for.

“People vote with their feet, if 
people aren’t happy they’re going to 
leave,” said Gerber. “Let’s make it 
(the city) such a positive experience, 
that they don’t want to leave. I want 
people to move here after they gradu-
ate college and make it so they can land 
somewhere, they can plug their kids 
into activities, they can get involved in 
a faith community and they can get a 
high paying job after college.”

All the common council members 
emails are available on the city’s web-
site for suggestions about what the 
public would like to see from the mar-
keting plan. There will also be a survey 
in the future about what the communi-
ty wants as well.

jonathan@news-banner.com

Council School of Ballet 
and the Beekeepers Associa-
tion of Indiana.

Wheeler has an extensive 
involvement in 4-H, where 
she has received awards in 
archery, dairy goats, ento-
mology, fine arts, sewing 
wearables, group photogra-
phy and beekeeping to name 
a few.

She is employed at 
Wheeler’s Bees and has 
provided volunteer hours 
for the 4-H Junior Leaders, 
the Boys & Girls Club and 
the Creative Arts Council. 
Wheeler is a member of 
Sonlight Wesleyan Church. 

Both BHS Principal 
Steve Baker and Superin-
tendent Brad Yates extend-
ed their congratulations to 
Wheeler.

“Ella may be the most 
well-rounded student at 
Bluffton High School,” 
Baker said. “It is truly amaz-
ing all that she has accom-
plished and all that she is 
involved in. I believe that is 
why she has been named the 
Lilly winner. It is more than 
just grades. It is more than 
just community service. Our 
communities need students 
who excel in more than one 
area of their high school 
experience and Ella is the 
model for the high-achiev-
ing, well-rounded student.”

“ T h i s  t r e m e n d o u s 
achievement is a testament 
to her exceptional academic 
accomplishments, leadership 
qualities, and commitment 
to community service,” 
Yates said. “Her dedication 
to her studies and involve-
ment in various community 
initiatives have not only set 
her apart but also reflect the 
values that the Lilly Endow-
ment Community Scholar-
ship seeks to honor. It is 
truly inspiring to witness a 
student like Ella, who not 
only excels academically but 
also actively contributes to 
the betterment of our com-
munity.”

The Wells County high 
schools were asked to sub-
mit the names of students 
meeting the following cri-
teria: a) minimum GPA of 
3.8 on a 4.0 scale; b) plan-
ning to attend an accredited 
four-year Indiana college or 
university; and c) a full-time 
resident of Wells County 
and a current high school 
senior who will graduate by 
June 30, 2024.

A total of 46 candidates 
were determined to have 
met the initial eligibil-
ity requirements. The can-
didates were judged on aca-
demic achievement, school 
and community activities, 
work experience, letters of 
recommendation, and a 500 

to 750-word essay convey-
ing what makes him/her 
special and deserving of the 
scholarship. These essays 
were reviewed, scored and 
ranked by an outside schol-
arship management profes-
sional, and the Foundation 
sent the recommendations 
to Independent Colleges of 
Indiana for the final deter-
mination. ICI is a nonprofit 
corporation that represents 
31 regionally accredited 
degree granting, nonprofit, 
private colleges and univer-
sities in the state.

Lilly Endowment created 
the Lilly Endowment Com-
munity Scholarship Program 
for the 1998-1999 school 
year and has supported the 
program every year since 
with tuition grants totaling 
in excess of $486 million. 
More than 5,000 Indiana 
students have received the 
Lilly Endowment Commu-
nity Scholarship since the 
program’s inception. 

The primary purposes of 
the Lilly Endowment Com-
munity Scholarship Program 
are: 1) to help raise the level 
of educational attainment 
in Indiana; 2) to increase 
awareness of the benefi-
cial roles Indiana commu-
nity foundations can play in 
their communities; and 3) to 
encourage and support the 
efforts of current and past 

Lilly Endowment Commu-
nity Scholars to engage with 
each other and with Indiana 
business, governmental, 
educational, nonprofit and 
civic leaders to improve 
the quality of life in Indi-
ana generally and in local 
communities throughout 
the state. The Wells County 
Foundation, Inc. administers 
the Lilly Endowment Schol-
arship program locally.

“Year after year, the 
competition for this cov-
eted scholarship award is 
immense,” stated Founda-
tion CEO Tammy Slater. 
“The wide range of accom-
plishments these young 
adults have achieved in 
their lives are exemplary 
and Wells County would 
be extraordinarily well-rep-
resented by any one of the 
them. Elizabeth is a note-
worthy nominee. She main-
tains outstanding scholastic 
standing while at the same 
time being actively engaged 
in numerous extra-curricular 
and community activities. 
She has chosen to pursue 
leadership positions within 
many of the activities she 
has immersed herself in. 
She has earned the respect 
of her peers and those who 
lead her. These character-
istics will serve her well as 
she pursues her education in 
college. We have great con-

struck down as being unconstitutionally 
vague and overly broad.”

A phone message seeking comment 
from Rust was left Friday evening by 
The Associated Press.

Rust voted as a Republican in the 
2016 primary but as a Democrat in 2012. 
He did not vote in the 2020 Republican 
primary because of the pandemic and 
the lack of competitive Republican races 
in Jackson County, the lawsuit said. Rust 
said his Democratic votes were for peo-
ple he personally knew.

Lowery, the county’s Republican 
Party chair, said in a July meeting with 
Rust that she would not certify him, 
the lawsuit said. Rust has said Lowery 

later cited his primary voting record.
In a November hearing, Rust said 

the law keeps legitimate candidates 
who have recently moved to Indiana or 
have switched political identifications 
from running for office.

In his ruling, Marion County Supe-
rior Court Judge Patrick J. Dietrick said 
the law “unduly burdens Hoosiers’ long 
recognized right to freely associate with 
the political party of one’s choosing and 
to cast one’s vote effectively.”

Should Rust prevail, he still faces an 
uphill challenge for the GOP nomina-
tion. U.S. Rep. Jim Banks has received 
the endorsement of the Indiana Repub-
lican Party and former President Don-
ald Trump. Rust must also fulfill a sig-

nature quota for the nomination.
Casting himself as a conservative 

gay man with an “outsider’s voice” to 
Washington, D.C., Rust is the former 
chair of his family business Rose Acre 
Farms in southern Indiana. Rose Acre 
Farms identifies itself as the second-
largest egg producer in the U.S.

The company was one of four major 
egg producers in the country accused 
of fixing the price of eggs in the 2000s. 
A jury in an Illinois federal court 
recently ruled the producers conspired 
to limit the domestic supply of eggs to 
increase prices between 2004-2008 and 
ordered the companies to pay $17.7 
million in damages. Rose Acre Farms 
has denied any wrongdoing.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Lilly scholarship

Indiana secretary of state

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. employers added a 
healthy 199,000 jobs last month and the unemployment rate 
fell, fresh signs that the economy could achieve an elusive 
“soft landing,” in which inflation would return to the Fed-
eral Reserve’s 2 percent target without causing a steep reces-
sion.

Friday’s report from the Labor Department showed that 
the unemployment rate dropped from 3.9 percent to 3.7 
percent, not far above a five-decade low of 3.4 percent in 
April. The jobless rate has now remained below 4 percent 
for nearly two years, the longest such streak since the late 
1960s.

Last month’s job gain was inflated by the return of about 
40,000 formerly striking auto workers and actors, who were 
not at work in October but were back on the job in Novem-
ber.

The latest jobs report and other recent data portray an 
economy and a labor market that, while still sturdy, are 
downshifting back to pre-pandemic norms. Businesses are 
hiring but are less desperate to fill huge numbers of jobs. 
More Americans have come off the sidelines to look for 
work, and immigration has jumped this year.

As a result, employers are finding it easier to hire, with 
fewer complaints of worker shortages and less pressure to 
aggressively raise pay, which can fuel inflation.

“What we wanted was a strong but moderating labor 
market, and that’s what we saw in the November report,” 
said Robert Frick, an economist at the Navy Federal Credit 
Union.

A cooling job market is also just what the Fed was hop-
ing to achieve as it sought to slow the economy and inflation 
with its rapid interest rate hikes in the past year and a half. 
Hiring has averaged just over 200,000 a month in the past 
three months, down from an average of about 320,000 in the 
same period last year.

And most of last month’s job gains were concentrated in 
just a few sectors. The health care industry — doctors’ offic-
es and hospitals — added 93,000 jobs in November. Hotels 
and restaurants added 40,000, and governments 49,000, 
accounting for nearly all the job growth. By contrast, retail-
ers, shipping and warehousing companies, and temporary 
help agencies all cut jobs.

Still, last month’s hiring gain raised the proportion of 
Americans who are employed to 60.5 percent, the highest 
level since the pandemic struck, though it remains below the 
pre-COVID level of 61.1 percent.

In the meantime, wages are growing at a slower but 
still-healthy pace. In November, average hourly pay rose 4 
percent from a year earlier, matching the previous month’s 
figure, which was the smallest since June 2021. Still, aver-
age pay is now growing faster than inflation, which should 
support consumer spending.

And layoffs remain low, according to government data, 
despite job cuts at such companies as Panera Bread, a res-
taurant chain, and Spotify, the music streaming platform, 
which cited higher interest rates as a reason it had to cut 
about 1,500 jobs globally.

Becky Frankiewicz, president of the staffing giant Man-
power Group North America, said more employers are mov-
ing workers they may not need in one part of the company 
to another division rather than laying them off. Many com-
panies still recall the difficulty they had finding workers 
during the pandemic and want to hold onto staff.

“Everything we see continues to point to a slow glide 
into a cooler labor market,” she said.

Aaron Seyedian, owner of a small cleaning company 
based in Takoma Park, Maryland, says his business is still 
growing and hiring. He has enough demand to add five 
workers to his 30-person staff.

Seyedian’s company, “Well-Paid Maids,” has just raised 
its starting pay from $23 to $24 an hour. He said he hasn’t 
had any trouble finding people to hire.

Solid U.S. hiring lowers 
unemployment rate in 
sign of sturdy job market

Israeli troops round up Palestinian men in Gaza 
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths. 

“Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of death, 
basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and services and the name of 
the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not meet the 
definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publication.

Police Notebook

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

fast,   
reliable   
fiber
internet 

833.727.5563  
twncomm.com/heartland

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms and conditions apply. Taxes,
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. A line connection fee may be applicable. Call for details or visit
twncomm.com/terms-conditions for additional information and terms and conditions of services. Residential customers on
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SOLUTIONS FOR HOME AND BUSINESS

Destination Recreation
Next week, Mrs. Claus will be stop-

ping by the Bluffton City Gym for Tot 
Time. Kids will enjoy jumping in a 
bouncy house, hearing Christmas stories, 
and making crafts from 11 a.m. to noon 
on Thursday, Dec. 14. Don’t forget that 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be coming to 
Winter Wonderland on Thursday night 
from 5:30-7 p.m. to visit with the chil-
dren. Kids will enjoy playing games, 
jumping in the bounce house, and letting 
Santa know what is on their wish list. 

Bend, Breath, Brunch will be on 
Saturday, Dec. 16, at 9 a.m. We are part-
nering with Jenni Millholland to offer 
a festive yoga flow and restore class at 
the Washington Park pavilion (710 S 
Mulberry). Bring your mat and enjoy a 
holiday-themed Yoga with 30 minutes of 
flow / 30 minutes of restorative, followed 
by a light brunch and ornament decorat-
ing. The cost is only $20, and space is 
limited, so sign up now at https://tinyurl.
com/33t52t64. 

City Gym Keys for next year are 
on sale now in the Parks Department’s 
office on the second floor of City Hall. 
The locks on the gym will be changed on 
Tuesday, Jan. 2 by 10 a.m., so make sure 
you purchase one ahead of time. A single 
membership for 2024 is only $95, and a 
family membership is $125 for the entire 
year. Membership includes the basketball 
court, racquetball court, weight room, and 
restrooms. 

Dog Park Keys are also on sale for the 
2024 season in the Parks Department’s 
office on the second floor of City Hall. 
The $25 fee covers all the dogs in your 
household for the 2024 year starting on 
Jan. 2. Your pet’s vaccination record and 
proof of parasite prevention will need to 
be submitted at the time of registration. 
Forms can be printed from the city’s web-
site at https://tinyurl.com/4h2jnjn8. 

The last Theater Thursday of the 

year will be shown at 
the Wells County Pub-
lic Library on Thursday, 
Dec. 21. Bluffton Parks and Recreation 
Department and Wells County Public 
Library have partnered to offer adults 
a FREE monthly movie. The film “Last 
Christmas”, Rated PG13, will be shown 
at 10 a.m. This year-round event is on the 
third Thursday of every month. 

Registration is open for the Chilly 
Chili Trail Run! You can sign 
up now at https://raceroster.com/
events/2024/82820/chilly-chili-trail-run 
for our annual Chilly Chili Trail Run on 
Feb. 3 at Ouabache State Park. Choose 
from 5- or 3-mile events. Stay for hot 
chili after the race! Runners and walk-
ers are welcome. Overall and age group 
awards.

Make sure to visit downtown Bluffton 
today for the annual Parlor City Christ-
mas. There are all kinds of exciting events 
you don’t want to miss. For example, the 
owl demonstration, trolley rides, kids’ 
games, Santa visits, entertainment, and a 
goodie walk with lots of businesses hand-
ing out treats. Don’t forget to vote for 
your favorite downtown window display. 

The Giant Stocking Coloring Con-
test ends Wednesday, Dec. 15. Be sure to 
have the kids turn in their coloring page 
to the park office on the second floor of 
City Hall by 4 p.m.

Help us decorate the Community 
Positivi-Tree! Bring an ornament with 
a positive message on it to hang on the 
tree at Pickett’s Run Park (along the story 
walk trail on East Washington St). If you 
are thankful for the birth of a new baby, a 
recent engagement, time with loved ones, 
or have words of inspiration write your 
message on one of your plastic orna-
ments from home and hang it on the tree 
to brighten the day of anyone who stops 
to read the messages.

Have a great week!

&News  Notes

Bluffton &Parks   Rec

By Brandy 
Fiechter

Marilyn J. Hiday, 93, of 
Portland, passed away at 9:04 
a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 7, 2023, 
at her home. 

She was born on Thursday, 
April 10, 1930, in Bluffton, 
to Albert John Keller Jr. and 
Evelyn May (Captain) Keller. 
Marilyn was a 1948 graduate 
of Bluffton High School. Shortly 
after graduating high school, 
she married Harold R. “Dutch” 
Hiday on June 6, 1948, in 
Bluffton.  Dutch passed away on Nov. 26, 
2007. 

Marilyn worked for Corning Glass for 17 
years, however, she spent most of her life 
filling the proud role of wife and mother. 
She spent many years at home, raising 
her family on the farm and helping Dutch 
with anything he needed related to the 
farm. She enjoyed transporting midwives 
and hauling many Amish families and 
children to school over the years. Marilyn 
was a long-time member of Six Mile 
Church in Wells County.

Loving survivors include her children, 
Teresa Kelly of Alvin, Texas, Ted (Judy) 
Hiday of Celina, Tim (Vickie) Hiday of 
Salamonia, Ind., and Toneta (Alan) Bailey 
of Portland; 17 grandchildren; 55 great-

grandchildren; 47 great-great 
grandchildren; sisters, Joyce 
Harris of Bluffton, Jill Brown of 
Greensburg, Ind.; and brothers, 
Roger Keller of Hickory, N.C., 
and Jerome Keller of Elkhart.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband; 
daughters, Tamara Gordon 
and Tonya Hiday; and siblings, 
A lber ta Dubach,  Sharon 
Battershell, Ralph Keller and 
Larry Keller.

Family and friends may gather to share 
and remember at from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023, at Downing & 
Glancy Funeral Home, located at 100 N. 
Washington St. in Geneva.

A service to celebrate Marilyn’s life will 
follow at 2 p.m. with Pastor Steve Rogers 
officiating. Burial will follow in Elm Grove 
Cemetery in Bluffton.

In  l ieu  of  f lowers ,  memor ia l 
contributions may be made in honor of 
Marilyn to: CHP Home Care & Hospice, 
816 Pro Drive, Celina, OH  45822. 

Arrangements have been entrusted 
to Downing & Glancy Funeral Home in 
Geneva.

Online condolences may be made at  
www.glancyfuneralhomes.com.

Marilyn Hiday, 93

Local Roundup
Friends of the Shelter  

will meet Monday
Friends of the Shelter, the organization 

that provides support for the Bluffton/Wells 
County Animal Shelter, will meet at 5:30 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 11, in the meeting room 
on the first floor of Bluffton City Hall, 128 
E. Market St.

The meeting is open to the public. For 
more information, call 273-1742.

Regional Sewer District 
board will meet Monday
The board of the Wells County Regional 

Sewer District will meet at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 11, in Room 105, the multi-pur-
pose room on the lower level of the Wells 
Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include:
• Superintendent report and update. 
• Project updates regarding Liberty Cen-

ter/Murray, Craigville and Kingsland from 
the engineer. 

• General project updates from they law-
yer. 

Ossian Town Council will 
meet Monday evening

The Ossian Town Council will meet at 7 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 11, at the Ossian Town 
Hall, 507 N. Jefferson St. in Ossian.

Bluffton Board of Works to 
meet Tuesday afternoon
The Bluffton Board of Public Works and 

Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
12, in the Council Chambers on the second 
floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Topics on the agenda include:
• Financial matters and claims.
• Opening of Community Crossing bids. 
• Review of quotes for maintenance shop 

insulation with parks Superintendent Bran-
dy Fiechter. 

• Consideration of a vehicle replacement 
request from Dick Green, superintendent of 
the Electric Department.

• Discussion of job descriptions and per-
sonnel with Mike Miller, director of the dis-
patch center.

• Disucssion of change directives with 
City Engineer Kelly White.

Norwell school board to 
hold an executive session
The board of the Norwell Community 

Schools will hold an executive session, 
closed to the public, at 4:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 12, at the school district’s central 
office, 312 N. Jefferson St. in Ossian. 

The reasons cited for the executive ses-
sion were: 

• For the discussion of the assessment, 
design, and implementation of school safety 
measures, plans and systems.

• With respect to any individual over 
whom the governing body has jurisdiction: 

A.) To receive information regarding the 
individual’s allegeded misconduct; and 

B.) To discuss, before a determination, 
the individual’s status as an employee, a stu-
dent, or a physician or school bus driver. 

Norwell school board will 
meet Tuesday evening

The board of the Norwell Community 
Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 12, at the school district’s central 
office, 312 N. Jefferson St. in Ossian.

Topics on the agenda include: 
• Personnel matters 
• Recognition of donations
• Superintendent’s report, with recogni-

tion to the district’s Teacher of the Year. 
• Discussion regarding the Norwell Edu-

cation Foundation Fund.
• Appointment to the Ossian Redevelop-

ment Commission. 

Wells County Public Library 
board will meet Tuesday
The board of the Wells County Pub-

lic Library will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 12, in the meeting room of the main 
library, 200 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include: 
• Monthly librarian’s and treasurer’s 

reports, as well as director updates. 
• Claims and financial matters.
• Committee reports regarding the build-

ing, budget, policy and by-laws, public 
awareness and outreach, nominating, and 
director evaluation. 

• A personnel hire. 
• New business, namely discussion 

regarding a Cafeteria 125 Approval Plan, 
CD investments and Kanopy.

A board of finance meeting will directly 
follow the regular board meeting. 

Visitors Commission will 
meet Wednesday morning

The Wells County Convention and Visi-
tors Commission will meet 8 a.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 13, in the conference room of the 
Wells County Commerce and Visitors Cen-
tre. The meeting was originally scheduled to 
take place at the Comfort Inn, but has been 
moved to take a group photos.

Topics on the agenda include: 
• A financial update.
• New business, including strategic plan-

ning metrics and marketing grant applicants. 
• Discussion regarding the monthly over-

view, 2024 meeting dates and times, and the 
Visitors Guide. 

UWRBC board will meet 
Wednesday morning

The board of the Upper Wabash River 
Basin Commission will hold its regular 
bi-monthly meeting at 8 a.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 13, at the Wells Carnegie Government 
Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Agenda items include: 
• Minutes, financial reports and claims.
• A grant update regarding the Bluffton 

Parks Department Rivergreenway/Wabash 
River functional assessment 

• Lake and River Enhancement grant 
applications for 2024

• Personnel matters 
For additional information, contact Sta-

cia Henderson, the UWRBC watershed 
coordinator by e-mail at shenderson@
adamswells.com or by phone at 260-273-
0972.

INCIDENTS
County:
Thursday, 3:20 p.m., 7200 

South 300 West, Poneto. Car 
versus deer.

Ossian:
Thursday, 2:30 p.m., Ind. 

1 and 700 North, Ossian. 
Deputies requested to assist 

Indiana State Police with 
accident.

Thursday, 4:51 p.m., 8200 
North 750 East, Ossian. Sub-
ject requested to speak to 
officer regarding a 23-year-
old man showing inappropri-
ate material to a 15-year-old 
girl via Snapchat.

ARRESTS
Brent Alan Wells, 36, 

Markle, criminal trespass-
ing, a Class A misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $1,500.

Michael T. Bryant, 27, 
Fort Wayne, driving while 
suspended — prior suspen-
sion, a Class A misdemeanor.
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425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, INFriday’s edition of The 
News-Banner mistated that 
Larry Heckber was a Lan-
caster Township trustee. 
He is a Jefferson Township 
trustee.

Corrections and 

clarifications

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner
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Let them eat chicken
The worthies attending 

the United Nations COP28 
climate summit in Dubai 
are mostly not eating meat. 
That’s because they believe 
and have been told that meat 
leads to flatulence and flatu-
lence leads to “global warm-
ing.” Instead, they’re getting 
mostly plant-based food. In 
another fitting irony, some 
attendees came from Euro-
pean countries where there 
is heavy snow and cold tem-
peratures. Their private jets 
emit far more CO2 than many steaks.

In a press release, The United Arab 
Emirates environment minister, Mari-
am Almheiri, said: “We know that our 
food systems are intrinsically linked 
to the fate of our natural world, and so 
we have made the progressive deci-
sion to ensure that we explore how the 
catering provided across the event can 
be responsible and climate conscious.”

Where have we heard versions 
of this apocalyptic nonsense before? 
From just about everywhere elites 
gather and attempt to regulate, 
increasingly tax us, and limit our free-
doms. Global warming is the secular 
holy of holies and those who don’t 
embrace their “faith” are to be cast 
into the outer darkness where there is 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

King Charles III ratch-
eted up his already high 
hyperbole about climate 
change when he said at the 
gathering: “ The Earth does 
not belong to us, we belong 
to the Earth.” Was he refer-
ring to the Genesis account 
of creation? Probably not.

In 2009, then-Prince 
Charles said we had only 96 
months to avert “irretriev-
able climate and ecosystem 
collapse.” Two thousand 

seventeen came and went 
and we have yet to see a collapse. 
Neither have any of the other numer-
ous predictions from various climate 
change apostles come true. It doesn’t 
matter. Just as we have now learned 
from the British Medical Journals that 
masking children during the Covid- 
19 pandemic had no “real- world 
effectiveness,” we should take the 
alarmist claims coming from Dubai 
with a grain of salt substitute.

U.S. climate envoy John Kerry, 
who flew in on his private jet, said he 
thinks coal plants should not be “per-
mitted anywhere in the world.” Kerry, 
who is not a climate scientist and 
basically repeats and adds to what he 
has been told by people who reinforce 
what he already thinks, has made 
repeated end- of-the-world predic-

tions. Like Nostradamus and modern 
religious and secular false prophets, 
none have come true. But we should 
believe Kerry now because he said 
he is becoming “more and more” 
militant about climate policy. That’s 
because, he says, people are avoiding 
responsibility. Facts from real experts, 
not more militancy, is what we need. 
Avoid believing a “scientific consen-
sus” on climate change. Remember 
Dr. Anthony “I am science” Fauci’s 
claims that subsequently proved 
untrue?

How much more of this should 
we take? Government leaders and 
bureaucrats are constantly looking for 
new “crises” to impose their will on us 
while largely not obeying the laws and 
regulations they pass. When their fore-
casts of disaster fail to come true, they 
quickly move on to the next one.

The fast food chain Chick-fil-A 
has a billboard ad depicting a cow that 
says “eat more chicken.” Maybe the 
climate alarmists should adopt that 
slogan as they continue to promote a 
false doctrine that if adopted will cost 
trillions of dollars and not achieve the 
ends they claim. Doesn’t this represent 
something akin to the old central plan-
ning systems of Soviet Russia? We 
know how that turned out, including a 
forced famine under Joseph Stalin.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas

The Lilly experience
Today’s front page offers the Wells 

County Foundation announcement of 
Ella Wheeler being awarded the Lilly 
Endowment Scholarship. It is similar 
to stories we run each year, high-
lighting the current recipient. I don’t 
know most of the kids, although I’ve 
introduced myself to many of them. 
They are rock stars to me. The Lilly 
Scholarship is a lifetime achievement 
award in many ways for these amaz-
ing teens.

Today’s announcement, however, is 
special to me.

Months ago, I met Ella while she was preparing for 
the Miss Indiana Teen competition. She impressed me 
so much that I featured her and my cousin Brad in a 
column. Brad happened to be the emcee of that com-
petition. Brad and I were talking at a family member’s 
funeral quite a while later. He clearly remembered Ella 
and spoke about how extraordinary she was.  

Ella’s mom, Abbey, stopped by the office earlier this 
week to share the news with me. I was honored to have 
been included and was so excited that I was still shak-
ing hours later.

It brought back a flood of memories and emotions.
Let me explain.
Flashing back to 2013, my oldest son Chandler 

had applied for the Lilly scholarship just like so many 
seniors do all over Indiana.

Chandler, Larisa and I had high hopes, but worked to 
keep our expectations in check.

For reference, the Lilly Endowment Scholarship cov-
ers four years of tuition costs plus a book/technology 
stipend each year at any accredited Indiana university.

Considering the high cost of college, this scholarship 
is the equivalent of a teenage lottery.

Being struck by lightning seemed more likely than 
Chandler winning this scholarship.

He wanted to be a chemical engineer. Only four 
schools in Indiana offered that degree – Notre Dame, 
Trine, Purdue and Rose-Hulman. He was only interested 
in touring two of them, Purdue and Rose. 

Tuition costs for three of those four colleges were 
simply outrageous. The cost of any higher education 
is generally ridiculous, but Notre Dame, Rose-Hulman 
and Trine were out of reach for us. Purdue was the only 
relatively reasonable option.

We toured Purdue first. We all thought it was won-
derful, which is quite a compliment coming from par-
ents with Indiana University degrees. After leaving, 
he was pretty sure that was where he wanted to go. 
He grew up in a small town and attended a small high 
school. He wanted something different. He wanted big.

Rose-Hulman had a different vibe altogether. It was 
small. It was friendly. It felt like home. His college deci-
sion was finalized that day.

Getting accepted and paying for it were problems to 
worry about later. 

A few days after the Rose-Hulman tour we received 
incredible news. Chandler was one of three Lilly final-
ists.

That lightning strike was now a one-in-three chance.
We had precious little time to prepare but were 

blessed by a few community members who helped 
Chandler get ready for his one big shot. Everything was 
riding on a 15 minute interview with a panel of strang-
ers. The pressure was immense.

He felt good about his interview, but you never 
know. His high school, Churubusco, was the small-
est school in Whitley County. His competition, two 
Columbia City students, had so many more advantages. 
We were optimistic but tried to remain realistic.

Time moved slowly. Larisa and I talked privately 
about the sacrifices we could make to get Chandler to 
Rose-Hulman. Retirement could be cashed in. Maybe 
we’d sell a kidney.

The day the letter came, we were out as a family, 
driving home in separate cars. I opened the mailbox. 
My youngest son was in the car with me. We both felt 
sick. We were either being struck by lightning or there 
was bad news in that letter. There was a 66.7% chance 
of the latter.

I hid the evidence and tried to act like nothing had 
happened. I told my wife about the letter. She raced to 
the bedroom to open it. We had decided that if it was 
crushing news, we wanted help soften the blow. 

Larisa came out of the bedroom crying with no indi-
cation if the news was good or bad. I had to go look for 
myself to find out.

The words on that piece of paper were the most glo-
rious I had ever read.

Lightning had struck.
We kept the news from Chandler that day. Winning 

the teenage lottery deserved a massive reveal.
His principal was in our small group at church. He 

devised a plan. Monday morning, Larisa got up at 3 
a.m. to drive to Terre Haute to buy Rose-Hulman appar-
el for the event. We had cake, balloons, close friends, 
family and one life-changing surprise.

I will never forget the moment he walked into that 
room. I’m tearing up as I write this.

This photo, which hangs on my office wall, tells the 
story.

A lifetime of dreams and hard work had just come 
true. For the past 10 years, every time we drive by 
the Lilly building in Indianapolis, Larisa quietly says 
“Thank you Mr. Lilly.” Chandler lives down there now 
and, coincidentally, works at Lilly.

Back to this week. After hearing the news, I called 
my wife. Larisa called Chandler. Chandler called 
me. We were all excited for Ella despite the fact that 
Chandler and Larisa haven’t met her.

Congratulations Ella, you are a rock star.
Finally, from the Brown family to the Wheelers, con-

gratulations and welcome to the Lilly family.
dougb@news-banner.com

Doug 
Brown

As winter comes to Kyiv, Ukrainian and U.S. com-
manders are making cold and unsentimental assessments 
of the lessons of the summer’s failed counteroffensive 
against Russian forces.

The stalled counteroffensive was a signal that the war 
in Ukraine is deadlocked. Drones and other high-tech 
weapons have made Ukrainian and Russian tanks largely 
obsolete. In this conflict, it’s now clear that defense beats 
offense: A Ukrainian armored assault meant to last four 
days stretched to an exhausting 12 weeks. The result is a 
deadly standoff.

“Just like in the first world war we have reached 
the level of technology that puts us into a stalemate,” 
Ukraine’s commander, Gen. Valery Zaluzhny, said blunt-
ly in an interview last month with the Economist. “There 
will most likely be no deep and beautiful breakthrough,” 
he said, in an epitaph for the counteroffensive.

“The simple fact is that we see everything the enemy 
is doing, and they see everything we are doing,” Zalu-
zhny explained. “The level of our technological develop-
ment today has put both us and our enemies in a stupor.”

Zaluzhny said Ukraine needs tech breakthroughs, 
which he likened to China’s invention of gunpowder, 
to overcome this impasse. Otherwise, he said, “sooner 
or later we are going to find that we simply don’t have 
enough people to fight.” A deadlocked war of attrition 
could “drag on for years and wear down the Ukrainian 
state,” he said.

The basic dilemma for Kyiv is whether to keep fight-
ing for a decisive victory. With more and better high-tech 
weapons from the United States and its allies, Ukraine 
could take another shot at cutting Russia’s supply lines 
to Crimea, as it attempted over the summer. That might 
force Moscow to bargain an end to the war on terms that 
would be favorable to Kyiv.

The bitter alternative is to play for a draw. If the 
U.S. weapons pipeline is blocked - making a big new 
assault impossible - a fatigued, and increasingly fractious 
Ukraine might have little choice but to explore a settle-
ment. Like the separation of North and South Korea, such 
a deal would leave Russia in control of territory it has 
seized since 2014 - but it could offer Kyiv the security of 
future membership in the European Union and NATO.

William B. Taylor, a former U.S. ambassador to Kyiv, 
sees a fork ahead: Either NATO nations increase sup-
port for Ukraine to regain its territory or “Ukraine fights 
on with inadequate force” and might have to eventually 
accept a Korea-like partition.

The story of how and why Ukraine’s counteroffensive 
failed was explained this week in a superb two-part series 
by The Post. The articles described weeks of tabletop war 
games by U.S. and Ukrainian commanders that didn’t 
begin to capture the bloody reality ahead. Kyiv’s new 
mobile forces, staffed largely by untested recruits, were 
stopped cold by dense Russian minefields and savage 
drone attacks. “It was hellfire,” one Ukrainian platoon 
commander told The Post.

The most painful part of the Post series was its 
description of how top U.S. officials anticipated that 
Ukraine probably would fail, but still encouraged the 

campaign go forward. The CIA reckoned 
Ukraine had a 50-50 chance of success 
and an intelligence assessment predicted 
the Ukrainians would fall “well short” of 
their goals, The Post wrote.

CIA Director William J. Burns told 
The Post: “We could see [the Russians] 
building really quite formidable fixed 
defenses, hard to penetrate, really costly, 
really bloody for the Ukrainians.” But 
despite these obstacles, Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin said: “My take is that 
they didn’t have a choice.”

Zaluzhny gave the Economist a shop-
ping list of what he thinks he needs to win. First, more 
drones, so that Ukraine can “conduct massive strikes 
using decoy and attack drones to overload Russia’s air-
defense systems.” To counter Russian drone attacks, he 
wants hunter drones with nets and other more advanced 
systems.

The Ukrainian commander stressed that Ukraine also 
needs better electronic warfare tools to jam Russian com-
munication and navigation. “EW is the key to victory in 
the drone war,” he said. He wants new counter-artillery 
systems that can hit Russian batteries despite their 
improved EW protection. He needs better high-tech tools 
to breach the massive minefields Russia has laid along 
the southern front. And he needs more reserves to counter 
Russia’s decided advantage in manpower.

As always after military setbacks, the failed counterof-
fensive has brought some recriminations. The Post series 
included a compendium of second-guessing by Ukrainian 
and U.S. commanders, speaking anonymously, criticiz-
ing each other’s mistakes in planning and equipping the 
summer attack. U.S. generals wished the Ukrainians had 
concentrated their forces better for a breakthrough toward 
Melitopol, on the Sea of Azov. Ukrainians bemoaned the 
United States’ reluctance to supply fighter jets and long-
range rockets.

Criticism and self-criticism are essential for military 
success. And the bracing comments by Zaluzhny to the 
Economist and by Burns, Austin and others to The Post 
are healthy. They demonstrate an effort to learn from mis-
takes and avoid repeating them.

The political divisions that have begun to surface 
inside Ukraine are more worrying. I heard an early ver-
sion of them when I was in Kyiv in October. The internal 
sniping seems to be increasing, with rumors of growing 
friction between President Volodymyr Zelensky and his 
political rivals, and even with his much-admired com-
mander, Zaluzhny. As Ukraine heads into a cold winter, 
this backbiting will probably get worse.

Here’s the holiday present that Ukraine needs from the 
United States: Quick passage by the Senate and House 
of a generous military assistance package that can carry 
Kyiv through 2024. Ukraine suffered a severe setback 
this year, but its people are still in the fight. The least 
America can do is give them the weapons that would 
give them another chance at victory.

Follow David Ignatius @IgnatiusPost on X

Ukraine’s counteroffensive ran
into a new reality of war

David
Ignatius
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A CITY ON A HILL 
CHURCH

705 W.-900 N., 
Uniondale

10 a.m. - Worship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,

Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)

4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH LCMS

6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service. 
10:15 - Adult Bible Class, 
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice 
of Bethlehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON 
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. -  Sunday School. 
11 a.m. - Worship. 6 p.m.  - 
Service.

BLUFFTON 
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness 

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.

blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 & 6:30 p.m. - 
Worship.

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN, ELCA

1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

BOEHMER UNITED 
METHODIST

3467 S 600 W, 
Liberty Center

boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45 

- Sunday School.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

CHRISTIAN NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.

9:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship. 6 
p.m. - Praise & worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.

10 a.m. - Bible Study. 
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1

mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:15 - Worship. 
(Children’s Church for ages 
6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED 
BRETHREN

8888S-1100W-90, 
Warren

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. - 
Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school. 
10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST

1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:40 

a.m. - Sunday School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH 
OF GOD

5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 a.m. 
- Discipleship.

 
FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com

10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF OSSIAN

1001 Dehner Dr.
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com

9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL class-
es. 10:15 - Worship. 6 p.m. 
- Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.

firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/youth 

& Adult Sunday School. 
10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
(EVANGELICAL)

123 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian

www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Adult Sunday 

school. 10 a.m. - Worship, 
Communion.

FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH OF BLUFFTON

301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45 
- Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E. 
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com

8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - 
Service at Main Campus. 
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service, 
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:30 - Sunday School.

LANCASTER CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
BAPTIST

3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-

con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday 
School. 9:55 - Fellowship. 
10:15 - Worship.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.

lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service (Chil-

dren’s programs available).

 LIBERTY CENTER 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir practice. 

9 a.m. - Coffee, donuts, 
conversation. 9:30 - Wor-
ship w/infant nursery & 
children’s church. 10:45 - 
Sunday School.

LIVING FAITH 
MISSIONARY

17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 - 

Sunday School.

LIVING WATER 
UNITED CHURCH

6486 S 700E, Bluffton
8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 

a.m. - Sunday School. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL HILL 
SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath 
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org

9 a.m. - Adult Bible study 
groups. 10:30 - Worship. 
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

MARKLE RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St., 

Murray
murraymc.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218

10 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10:30 - Worship.

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)

8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.

webs.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School & 

Adult Bible study. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1

9:30 - Sunday School. 
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org

9:15 a.m. - Bible study. 
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED 
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org

9 a.m. - Worship, Worship 
child care nurse. 10 a.m. 
- Fellowship. 10:15 - Adult 
Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.

blog.parkub.org
10 a.m. - Connection. 11 

a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 - 

Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street

8:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

36 E. Walnut St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. - 

Fellowship. 10:15 - Sunday 
School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central

 11 a.m. - Worship & the 
Word.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1

sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
Nursery & Children’s class-
es available during Sunday 
School & Worship.

SOUTHERN WELLS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto

9 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. - 
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass. 
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or by 
appointment - Confessions. 
5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. - 

Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur

stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 - 

Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. 
LUTHERAN

16933 Thiele Rd. 
stmarkfw.org

8:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10 a.m. - Worship.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St., 

Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 - 

Children’s Sunday School.

THE CHURCH AT 
MCNATT

9221 W 800 S-90, 
Montpelier

8:30 a.m. - Coffee fellow-
ship. 9:15 - Worship.

RIVER OF LIFE
927 N. Main St.

10:30 a.m. - Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.

6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St., 

Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com

9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups. 
10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com

9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 10 
a.m. - Adult & Children’s 
Worship.

UNIONDALE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

5867 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

 
UNIONTOWN 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER 

CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St., 

Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10-10:30 - Fellow-
ship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

205 S. Adams St., Monroe
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Discipleship for adults & 
children.

ZANESVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.

9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST

3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

Call to Worship
This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible 
by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

 NATIONAL OIL
 Delivery to Home

 FARM • BUSINESS
 824-2220

 Thoma/Rich,
 Lemler

 Funeral Home
 WELLS COUNTY’S

 OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
 308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN

 260-824-3850
 www.thomarich.com

•	 Bluffton
•	 lafayette
•	 flora

•	 logansport
•	 frankfort
•	 swayzee

•	 Huntington
•	 waBasH

 Thoma/Rich,
 Lemler

 Funeral Home
 WELLS COUNTY’S

 OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
 308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN

 260-824-3850
 www.thomarich.com

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton • 824-3852

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

 Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver
 “For The Times You Don’t
 Want to Leave Home.”

 114 W. 
 Water

 824-4956

 HIDAY
 AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

 82 4-0900   General Motors

 82 4-1931  Chrysler

 (260)375-2135
 1-800-895-7035

 222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
 Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.

 Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
 Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

More Than 
A Customer...

You’re Family

More Than 

Family Ford 
of Bluff ton

(260)824-1253
Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

 1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
 (260) 824-5940

 Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
 decaturdentalin.com

 Bluffton
 Dental
 Clinic

 NATIONAL OIL
 Delivery to Home

 FARM • BUSINESS
 824-2220

 127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN  
824-1588

604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN • 622-4115 

CHEVROLET

 Les Gerber 
 Insurance

 Perry Gerber
 1120 N. Main St., Bluffton

 260-824-1237

 AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

 126 W. Townley
 Bluffton • 824-3330

 260-565-3131
 A Division of Craigville

 Telephone Company, Inc.

 643 N. Main St.
  Bluffton

  260-824-4460

 NAPA WELLS CO. 
 AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, 

 INC.

MORE THAN 
MERRY CHRISTMAS

I wish I could remember 
the day I learned that not 
everyone celebrated a merry 
Christmas.

I remember Dad 
and I were relaxing 
in a toasty, comfort-
able vehicle outside 
a store, where Mom 
was purchasing some 
last-minute items for 
a yuletide party.

And I remember 
that I anticipated a 
merry celebration of 
gifts, jokes and food. 

But the woman on the 
radio was not.

According to the song 
she sang, she was pleading 
for her boyfriend or hus-
band to return for Christ-
mas.

Surprised — and per-
haps even slightly annoyed 
— at this sour intrusion, I 
immediately and carelessly 
mocked the singer for mar-
ring my festivities with mel-
ancholy.

Dad, however, simply 
responded that not everyone 
will or can celebrate a merry 
Christmas — and his words 
now echo in my heart.

(Years later, I heard 
“Wonderful Christmas-
time,” another song that 
inspires mourning, only 
because I learned that the 
song actually exists — and 
that people actually like it.)

Today, I still wish people 
a merry Christmas. How-
ever, considering the strug-
gles and trials this world 
endures, perhaps Christians 
can more fully share the 
blessings of the incarnation 
if they also wish people a 
“Mary” Christmas.

“Now when (the shep-
herds) had seen Him, they 
made widely known the 
saying which was told them 
concerning this Child. And 
all those who heard it mar-
veled at those things which 
were told them by the 
shepherds. But Mary kept 
all these things and pon-
dered them in her heart,” 
Luke records in his gospel 
(emphasis added).

Mary might not have cel-
ebrated a “merry” Christmas 
after traveling more than 
90 miles while pregnant 
and under the shadow of a 
murderous monarch, but it 
seems she still treasured the 
eternal, life-changing prom-
ises of Jesus’ birth.

And people today can too 
when they sacrifice some 
seasonal pursuits to stop, 
study the Word, and medi-
tate on not just the account 
of Jesus’ birth, but His life, 
His death, His resurrection, 
His reign and His return.

And they can when 
they, like Mary, invite these 
promises to penetrate their 

hearts with the hope of not 
just a Savior, but a Sover-
eign as well.

“For there is born to you 
this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord,” Luke quotes 
the angel (emphasis 
added).

This angel wasn’t 
christening Jesus 
with a last name 
when He called Him 
the Christ. He used 
the Greek word for 
the Hebrew word 
“Messiah,” or the 
anointed one.

He announced the birth 
of a king, the Son of David, 
and the beginning of a king-
dom far more glorious than 
the Kingdom of Israel or 
any earthly kingdom before 
or since.

And this King still reigns 
to make every night holy 
through resurrection, Holy-
Spirit-flowing power and 
truth.

“But now the righteous-
ness of God apart from the 
Law is revealed, being wit-
nessed by the Law and the 
Prophets, even the righ-
teousness of God, through 
faith in Jesus Christ, to all 
and on all who believe,” 
the Apostle Paul writes in 
Romans.

But Paul didn’t neces-
sarily just refer to some 
abstract “status” for believ-
ers in which God sees them 
as righteous. Paul referred 
to vibrant faithfulness that 
springs from forgiveness 
and that discerns and works 
out God’s will each day. 
He referred to a born-again 
life that can overcome and 
redeem the less-than-merry 
circumstances.

And even when God 
does not wield this power to 
change those circumstances, 
He’ll use them to one day 
reap eternal blessings, and 
because of this, Paul could 
triumphantly write, “Yet in 
all these things we are more 
than conquerors through 
Him who loved us.”

Because of this power, 
Peter could write, “Blessed 
be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to His 
abundant mercy has begot-
ten us again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead,” 
and, “In this you greatly 
rejoice, though now for a 
little while, if need be, you 
have been grieved by vari-
ous trials.”

Because of this power, 
Peter, Paul and Mary could 
with the world a “Mary” 
Christmases.

And I too wish the lost, 
the least and the lonely a 
Mary Christmas to all, and 
to all a new life.

baumofchet@gmail.com

by Chet 
Baumgartner

A Joyful Noise ...

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:
• E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
• Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton



NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(AP) — When country 
music star Brad Paisley and 
his wife, actress Kimberly 
Williams-Paisley, helped 
create a free grocery store in 
Nashville, Tennessee, their 
goal was to give families in 
need the ability to choose 
their own food in a place 
that felt like a normal store.

This year, The Store is 
offering that same dignity 
of choice to parents looking 
for gifts for the holiday sea-
son. During a two-day event 
starting Friday, 400 families 
will shop at a free toy store, 
stocked with brand new 
toys, video games, stuffed 
animals, scooters, clothes, 
makeup and musical instru-
ments.

“The emotional aspect of 
being able to give your child 
something your child want-
ed versus just something to 
sort of get you through the 
holidays, that’s such a load 
off the minds of somebody 
who maybe didn’t think 
they were going to be able 
to do that,” Paisley said.

Nashville resident Steph-
anie Brodie got enrolled at 
The Store when she was a 
caregiver to her mother and 
they both enjoyed getting to 
shop for the foods that they 
needed for their diets. Her 
mom has since passed and 
now she’s taking care of five 

grandchildren, including 
four under the age of 15.

On Friday, Brodie and her 
granddaughter La’Delegant 
Hartsfield picked out arm-
loads of toys, musical instru-
ments, beauty products and 
clothes for the family on Fri-
day, a much-needed blessing 
when she’s trying to save 
money to replace a broken 
stove this year.

“It’s a very much digni-
fied process and it gives you 
the freedom of choice,” said 
Brodie, who wore a paisley 
print dress in honor of the 
Paisley family. “So we have 
choice in what we present to 
our children. And we have 
choice in what we feed and 
put on the table, which of 
course empowers you.”

The Paisleys got a sneak 
peak on Thursday before 
the free toy store opened, 
marveling over the stacks 
of gifts, wrapping station, 
Christmas trees and holiday 
decorations. Volunteers and 
staff from Belmont Uni-
versity and The Store spent 
hours unpacking and orga-
nizing all the donated toys 
into sections and decorating 
while listening to Christmas 
music.

The celebrity couple 
brought the idea of a free 
grocery store to Nash-
ville after seeing the con-
cept years ago at the Unity 

Shoppe in Santa Barbara, 
California. When The Store 
launched in early 2020, it 
was just weeks after a tor-
nado hit the city and before 
the global pandemic made 
food access an immediate 
problem.

The Store and its staff 
adapted, turning into a food 
delivery service for older 
people and delivering a mil-
lion meals in the first year 
of operation. The Store has 
an enrollment process each 
year, and to qualify, a house-
hold’s total annual income 
has to be at 200% or below 
the federal poverty line. In 
addition to the free grocer-
ies, Belmont University, 
where Paisley graduated, 
now offers additional ser-
vices to low-income fami-
lies, including financial lit-
eracy events, music therapy 
and medicine management.

“People come on hard 
times and we want this to be 
a safe, welcoming place for 
everybody, whether you’re 
volunteering or whether 
you’re needing the servic-
es,” Williams-Paisley said. 
“It’s just a community and 
we’re all in it together.”

Brodie said The Store 
and Belmont gave her a 
bridge to resources she 
needed, whether it was a 
cooking class or homework 
help, especially when taxes, 

inflation and real estate pric-
es have made it harder to 
live in Nashville.

The Store received about 
2,000 donated items, about 

half of which came from the 
Nashville area and the other 
half from First Responder’s 
Children’s Foundation, and 
raised $20,000. Parents will 

be able to drop off their kids 
at a church next door, where 
they can play and drink hot 
chocolate while the adults 
shop and get gifts wrapped.
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HIDAY
AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

www.hidaymotors.com
260-824-1931

CHRYSLER
260-824-0900

GENERAL MOTORS

31K miles • Automatic, 
Back Up Camera, Gas Sipper!

$14,908

2020 Spark LS

*SPECIAL*
2020 Spark LS

51K miles • Heated Seats, 
Collision Alert, Blind Zone Alert

$14,764

2015 Verano2015 Verano

92K miles • SEL, FWD, 
3.5L, Local Trade

$14,596

2015 Edge2015 Edge

67K miles • LX, Automatic

$14,633

2018 Forte2018 Forte

94K miles • Leather, AWD, 
Heated Power Seats

$12,533

2014 Encore2014 Encore

125K miles • LT, Heated Seats, 
Power Tailgate • Climate Control

$11,994

2017 Equinox2017 Equinox

81K miles
Backup Cam and Keyless Entry

$12,875

2017 Sonic2017 Sonic

128K miles • Leather, AWD, Sunroof, 
Navigation, Heated Seats & Wheel

$11,391

2015 Encore2015 Encore

66K miles • 5 Door, HB, SE

$10,992

2015 Focus2015 Focus

101K miles • FWD, 2nd Row 
Bench Seat with Rear Stow ’N Go

$10,000

2014 Grand 
Caravan

2014 Grand 
Caravan

204K miles • Trailing Package, 
4WD Vortec

$7,900

2011 Avalanche2011 Avalanche

3.5L, Local Trade

SOLD

Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumbing Service

#1

•

Get Ready for Winter. 
Call and Schedule a 

Check Up Today!

CO52100004
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BHS students pursue computer science as career pathway
A recent report named Indiana 

one of the top states in the coun-
try this year for providing access 
to computer science education in 
public high schools, and at Bluff-
ton High School students are see-
ing computer science as a future 
career opportunity.

Students say the success of the 
program at BHS may have some-
thing to do with Andrew Cook, 
who is in his fourth year of teach-
ing computer science at the high 
school.

“All of my computer science 
classes are project-based, which 
results in abundant amounts of 
student creativity,” Mr. Cook 
says. “When looking at what the 
students create, there are a lot of 
‘That’s really cool,’ and ‘Woah, 
how did you do that?’ moments. I 
enjoy seeing students bounce ideas 
off of their classmates and learn 
from each other.”

Principal Steve Baker said BHS 
is pleased to offer this graduation 
pathway to high school students. 
Students find the classes engag-
ing as they learn how technology 
impacts various areas of their lives.

“Mr. Cook has completed the 
necessary training and has done 
a tremendous job in creating and 
implementing this very important 

pathway for our students,” Mr. 
Baker says. “Our students have the 
opportunity to participate in three 
separate courses during their high 
school career that will offer our 
students the opportunity to explore 
how computers can be used in a 
wide variety of settings.”

New this school year is the 
Topics in Computer Science class 
and Mr. Cook says he could not 
be happier with how the course is 
going so far. The curriculum cov-
ers four crucial areas: Cybersecu-
rity, data science, artificial intelli-
gence and game development. In 
recent weeks, students have been 
using Unreal Engine to learn how 
to create video games.

“Unreal Engine requires seri-
ous computational power, and I 
am beyond grateful to our district 
leadership and tech department for 
purchasing new laptops capable of 
running this software,” Mr. Cook 
says. “In my opinion, this class 
is one of the most cutting-edge 
classes we offer at the high school. 
Of course, it helps that I have a 
truly terrific group of students in 
my class right now who make me 
think, smile, and laugh every day.”

Two of his Topics students this 
semester are seniors Ashton Arnett 
and Elijah Spencer. Ashton has 

taken all three of the computer sci-
ence classes BHS has offered and 
plans to study computer science in 
college. He says he enjoys learn-
ing how each piece is programmed 
and can work in the real world.

“It just gives me a basic under-
standing of what I’m going to go 
into,” he says. “I feel like without 
this class, I probably wouldn’t 
have picked computer science. It 
kind of opened my eyes to this.”

Ashton said the way Mr. Cook 
teaches helps make the classes so 
successful. He shows them how 
it works and how it applies to the 
real world. “(He) shows us how 
fun it can be,” Ashton says.

Elijah likes the exploratory 
setting of the computer science 
courses. Mr. Cook teaches all the 
aspects of programming and cod-
ing while providing students the 
space to explore and learn on their 
own, all under his guidance.

Mr. Cook has also arranged for 
a variety of speakers to engage 
with his students, from universities 
to the Space Force. Elijah said that 
has exposed students to the tech 
world beyond high school.

While he is considering pursu-
ing music after high school, Elijah 
says he could potentially incorpo-
rate his technology knowledge in 

the future. But in the meantime, he 
says computer science is a “pas-
sionate hobby” of his and having 
an understanding of artificial intel-
ligence and cybersecurity is help-
ful.

Elijah believes Bluffton High 
School is at the forefront of pro-
viding an education pathway for 
students interested in pursuing 
computer science.

“The students have accom-
plished some incredible things 
so far in class,” Mr. Cook says, 
“from learning how social engi-
neering leads to cyber attacks like 
the recent MGM data breach, to 
creating code that analyzes and 
visualizes real data sets, to explor-
ing new generative AI models like 
ChatGPT and creating their own 
neural network.”

Mr. Cook’s favorite part of 
teaching computer science is 
watching students persist through 
whatever problem they may be 
struggling with.

“I love that moment when stu-
dents overcome obstacles they 
are facing in their code,” he says. 
“In programming, mistakes are 
bound to happen. When students 
persevere and have that moment 
where their code finally works, it’s 
a treat to see their smile and sense 

of self-accomplishment. On the 
other hand, it’s tough to see stu-
dents who give up early and think 
that they can’t do something after 
repeated failures. Success is so 
close, they just can’t see it yet.”

Ashton isn’t the only student of 
Mr. Cook’s who is pursuing com-
puter science after high school. 
One of his former students discov-
ered computer science by happen-
stance and is developing his future 
around it.

“Two years ago, I had a student 
sign up for my class several days 
after school started because he 
couldn’t find another class to fit 
into his schedule. He’s now in col-
lege studying computer science,” 
Mr. Cook says. “It was so neat to 
watch that student become totally 
engrossed in programming. He’s 
actually coming back to chat with 
my Topics in CS class in Decem-
ber.”

Mr. Cook believes anyone can 
learn computer science, and he 
would encourage BHS students to 
sign up for one of his classes — or 
at least stop by and ask him ques-
tions about the courses.

“It is my goal to grow the BHS 
computer science program into 
one of the best in the state,” Mr. 
Cook says.

At left, Mr. Cook works with senior Elijah Spencer on a class project. At right, Students have the opportunity to collaborate in Mr. Cook’s classes. (Photos submitted)

Free toy store gives families the dignity of choice shopping for gifts



By RICK SPRUNGER
COLUMBIA CITY — Norwell’s Lady Knights were the 

best team in the state of Indiana Friday night.
For one night, anyway.
They must have 

been; they knocked 
off the consensus 
No. 1 team in the 
state, previously 
unbeaten Columbia 
City, 45-44.

They even did it 
on Columbia City’s 
own floor.

Two free throws 
by Dekota Hubble 
with 0:09 left lifted 
Norwell over the 
top, and Addison 
Baxter missed a shot 
from the lane under 
heavy pressure to 
secure it.

The win was a 
huge step toward a 
Northeast 8 Confer-
ence championship 
for Norwell, now 
9-2 on the season.

But it was hardly 
a conference clinch-
er.

It was only the second game in the league for both clubs, 
and Bellmont still has dates with both.

The sequence that set up the winning points started when 
Kennedy Fuelling knifed through the lane for a layup that 
got the Knights to within 44-43.

A vicious defensive stand for Norwell ended with a 
Columbia City pass on the baseline going through the legs 
of its intended receiver and out of bounds with 0:30 remain-
ing.

Norwell used its final timeout with 0:23 left and started 
working the ball around the perimeter until Makenzie Fuess 
found a wide-open Hubble under the basket with a bullet 
pass.

Columbia City’s Addiston Baxter hammered Hubble 
from behind to make sure she earned the points at the stripe.

She did, scoring her only two points of the game but per-
haps two of Norwell’s biggest of the season.

But the Knights still had 
to make one defensive play.

Columbia City raced to 
midcourt and burned its final 

timeout with 0:06 
left.

But the Eagles 
had a huge problem. 
Norwell still had 
two fouls to give.

“And we want-
ed to use both of 
them,” said Norwell 
coach Eric Thorn-
ton about what went 
on in that final hud-
dle. “We knew they 
would go to Baxter, 
and we didn’t want 
her to turn the cor-
ner (at the elbow). 
We wanted to foul 
her on her second 
dribble. Vanessa 
(Rosswurm) got her 
the first time (with 
0:03.8 to play) but 
missed her the sec-
ond time. Baxter 
slipped by her, and 
all you can do is 
hold your breath.”

Columbia City’s all-state 
candidate, and Butler commit 
got off a 10-footer from the 
right side of the lane in heavy traffic but missed it, and there 
was no time for a follow.

“Wide left,” smiled Thornton later. “All our players had 
their arms up, and she didn’t have much time to work with.”

Baxter, a 5-9 junior, and Molly Baker, a 5-10 senior, 
were a load inside for Norwell all night.

Baker totaled 15 points and Baxter 13 points and 11 
rebounds for the Eagles, and the two of them keyed a 15-2 
second-half run that flipped a 26-20 Norwell advantage 
with 4:32 left in the third quarter to a 35-28 Columbia City 
edge at the 7:09 mark of the fourth.

It was still 40-34 after Columbia City’s Laney Ziliak 
spotted up from the right corner and hit her only shot of the 
game, a three-pointer with 4:01 left that got the Columbia 

City crowd smelling it.
“I was so proud of our team for how we fought back in 

the fourth quarter,” said Thornton “It would have been real-
ly easy to let it go at that point, and we didn’t do that.”

A Fuess drive down the lane and a pair of Rosswurm free 
throws wrapped around a Columbia City turnover got Nor-
well back in it at 40-38.

Kyndra Sheets answered for Columbia City from in front 
of the basket, but Fuelling drilled a three-pointer to inch the 
Knights within 42-41 at 1:41.

Baker got a bucket underneath 15 seconds later, and 
that set up the final minute of play that has already been 
described.

Norwell controlled the game for much of the first three 
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Introducing!
By RYAN WALKER

The Tigers replicated its stellar 68 per-
cent shooting rate from the last game with 
another 68 percent night against Lakeland 
Christian.

In a 68-40 home blowout for the Tigers 
(2-1), the Craig Teagle-led group has now 
matched their win total from last season just 
three games into the season.

“Proud of the kids,” Teagle said after the 
game. “That puts them at 2-1. Being above 
.500 is big at this point, and we’ve got to try 
to use some of that momentum going into 
next weekend.”

The only difference in the South Adams 
game last week to Friday night was that they 
never let Lakeland (0-5) have a chance.

A slow start and just five points for the 
team to begin the first quarter turned into an 
8-0 run in the last three minutes of the period. 
Declan Grieser scored three of them, benefit-
ting from Cougar turnovers in transition.

That quick run expanded to the second 
quarter with another burst at 9-2, this time 
led by Kaleb Green’s seven points. Tucker 
Jenkins also got involved in both of the 
stretches with a bucket each time.

The team closed the half leading 29-11 
after scoring five points in the first five min-
utes. Since that 2:53 mark in the first quar-

ter, Bluffton outscored Lakeland 24-8.
The Tiger offense was almost solely 

based on their forwards. Jenkins, Grieser 
and Green contributed all but six points at 
the break. Cameron Williams and Axton 
Beste’s three-pointers were the only times 
their guards lit up the scoreboard in the first 
half.

“It’s huge,” Teagle said when asked 
about getting the forwards involved early in 
the game. “That’s what we’re trying to get 
done — get it to the bigs. And when you 
get it to bigs, (the) defense collapses. That 
means you’re going to get inside out wide-
open threes or a ball reversal and you’ll go 
to an x-post where the defense is running 
and scrambling. That’s our game plan every 
night to get it to our bigs. Get it in there and 
establish it and play off of them.”

Lakeland made a few adjustments at 
halftime to try and stop buckets in the post, 
but as Teagle said, it opened up the floor for 
open looks.

Eli Garrett hit a triple to open the second 
half and hit another later in the quarter. Wil-
liams hit his second of the night, all while 
the post was still feeding Jenkins and Griser, 
adding eight more points together in the 
third.

Maryn Schreiber squeezes around Woodlan's Taylor Kneubuhler in the fourth quarter Friday. 
Behind Schreiber is Isabella Stout. Schreiber and Stout accounted for most of the Lady Tigers' 
points as Bluffton led for most of the game, surviving a last minute run by the Lady Warriors to 
escape with a 47-44 victory at Woodlan. (Photo by Glen Werling)

The Norwell girls basketball team celebrates after clinching a one point win over Columbia City 
Friday night at Columbia City. The Knights knocked off the top ranked Eagles with a 45-44 con-
ference win. (Photos by Chad Kline)

Norwell senior Dekota Hubble (left) hugs team-
mate Kennedy Fuelling following the Knights’ 
conference victory over Columbia City Friday 
night. Hubble’s two free-throws in the closing 
seconds gave the Knight’s a 45-44 win. 

(Continued on Page A2)

No. 16 Knights knock down No. 1 Eagles

Tigers edge out Warriors 
in road ACAC challenge

Tiger boys shoot lights out 
again in win over Cougars

By ANDREW FEEBACK
WOODBURN — The Bluffton Tigers 

haven’t found themselves in too many 
games that have gone down to the final play 
this season. 

They were in one Friday night at Wood-
lan, and a strong stretch in the middle of the 
game was enough to overcome a poor start 
and a worse finish as they withstood a late 
rally by the host Warriors to win 47-44. 

Much like the other night against 
Wabash, the Tigers (9-1) were a bit slow out 
of the gate in this one, trailing 5-0 nearly 
three minutes into the contest. 

“We came out in a different defense, and 
I didn’t think we did a very good job being 
aggressive in that defense,” Bluffton head 
coach Doug Curtis said. “The key was, if 
we’re going to play that defense, we have to 
be super aggressive at the start, and I didn’t 
think we were very aggressive.” 

Bluffton closed the first quarter on a 13-2 
run. As it turned out, the Tigers never trailed 
in the game again, but never quite got com-
fortably in front, either. 

Isabella Stout, who led all scorers with 
24 points, did most of the damage for the 
Tigers in the first half, scoring 16 straight 
for the team during one stretch and all but 
two of the team’s second-quarter points. 

The inside play of Maryn Schrieber, who 
tallied 13, also helped the Tigers maintain a 
lead that got as high as 10 at various times 
in the second half. 

They were also the only Tigers to get to 
the free throw line, combining to go 14 of 
17 from the stripe.  The rest of the team was 
4 of 21 from the floor for just 10 points. 

Woodlan also hung around in large part 
due to its offensive rebounding. 

“They jam the rebounder every time, and 
we knew that,” Curtis said. “We watched in 
the JV game and we let them take it away 
from us twice. We’ve got to be tough with 
the ball every time we rebound it, get it to a 
guard and we’ll be fine.” 

Schreiber’s bucket with 6:15 left in the 
game put the Tigers up 44-34, and it looked 
as though Bluffton was starting to pull away. 
With only one turnover in the second half, 
the Tigers looked much better than they had 
in the game’s opening minutes. 

Then, it was like the opening minutes all 
over again. 

Bluffton gave it up five times in the final 
quarter and failed to make a field goal the 
rest of the way. 

“There were two big things there,” Cur-
tis said. “No. 1, we’ve been in one of these 
games. We beat East Noble in a close game 
where we had the lead, had to hold the ball 
a bit and make smart decisions. We just 
haven’t been in those games, so we need 
to get in more of those games and we’ll get 
better at that. The other thing is, when we’re 
attacking, we’re always a lot better. You’re 
not attacking as much when you’re doing 

(Continued on Page A2)
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Stock Market IndexeS

 36,296.20 31,429.82 Dow Jones Industrials 36,247.87 +2.37 +.01 +9.35 +8.28
 16,717.04 13,230.05 Dow Jones Transportation 15,211.06 -252.70 -1.63 +13.58 +10.52
 1,013.30 765.47 Dow Jones Utilities 874.02 -1.99 -.23 -9.65 -10.29
 16,458.89 14,471.08 NYSE Composite 16,207.76 -55.99 -.34 +6.74 +6.00
 14,446.55 10,207.47 Nasdaq Composite 14,403.97 +98.94 +.69 +37.62 +30.89
 4,609.23 3,764.49 S&P 500 4,604.37 +9.74 +.21 +19.92 +17.03
 2,743.01 2,322.38 S&P MidCap 2,632.09 +6.51 +.25 +8.30 +6.58
 46,570.30 37,324.63 Wilshire 5000 46,421.70 +126.27 +.27 +21.93 +18.99
 2,007.31 1,633.67 Russell 2000 1,880.82 +18.18 +.98 +6.79 +4.68
 15,541.38 11,731.63 Lipper Growth Index 15,541.38 +93.86 +.61 +29.54 +24.93

           52-Week                                                                        Wk        Wk       YTD     12-mo
     High          Low      Name                                  Last          Chg     %Chg    %Chg    %Chg

the Week In revIeW

Mutual FundS

American Funds AmrcnBalA  m MA 95,070 31.18 +3.8 +7.5/C +7.5/B 5.75
American Funds EuroPacGrA  m FG 19,445 53.94 +4.5 +8.1/C +6.2/C 5.75
American Funds FdmtlInvsA  m LB 62,407 70.77 +5.2 +17.2/B +11.6/D 5.75
American Funds GrfAmrcA  m LG 118,096 64.60 +6.4 +25.7/C +12.9/D 5.75
American Funds IncAmrcA  m AL 72,356 22.82 +4.1 +2.1/E +6.7/D 5.75
American Funds InvCAmrcA  m LB 75,508 50.03 +5.4 +20.8/A +12.2/C 5.75
American Funds NwPrspctvA  m WG 53,606 56.22 +4.8 +15.1/C +12.0/A 5.75
American Funds WAMtInvsA  m LB 75,446 56.36 +4.5 +10.6/D +11.5/D 5.75
Davis NYVentureA  x LB 4,235 24.92 +5.3 +19.8/A +9.4/E 4.75
Dodge & Cox StkI LV 61,287 237.69 +5.6 +10.6/A +11.6/A NL
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm LB 447,395 160.30 +5.3 +18.1/B +13.7/A NL
Fidelity Contrafund  x LG 103,423 15.57 +3.8 +31.1/B +14.9/B NL
Fidelity TtlMktIdxInsPrm LB 78,946 128.10 +5.9 +17.4/B +13.0/B NL
Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA  m LG 1,820 16.58 +5.5 +25.4/C +17.4/A 5.75
Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA  m LG 3,381 122.83 +6.7 +32.4/B +17.8/A 5.75
George Putnam BalA  m MA 1,227 22.23 +4.4 +13.3/A +9.3/A 5.75
INVESCO MnStrA  m LB 8,024 51.71 +5.7 +16.4/C +11.6/D 5.50
PIMCO IncInstl MU 78,396 10.42 +2.6 +6.2/B +3.0/B NL
Putnam DiversIncA  m NT 544 5.41 +2.4 +1.3/E +0.1/E 4.00
Putnam SustLeadersA  m LG 5,040 104.71 +5.6 +17.3/E +14.4/C 5.75
Putnam TEIncA  m ML 535 7.72 +5.0 +4.2/B +1.7/B 4.00
Schwab SP500Idx  x LB 76,905 70.51 +4.9 +18.5 +13.6 NL
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Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 73,950 18.46 +4.1 +8.1/A +6.4/B NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 84,828 35.10 +4.5 +9.2/A +7.1/B NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd TI 86,328 21.84 +4.7 +10.2/A +7.8/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 75,757 38.70 +4.9 +11.2/B +8.5/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 72,507 26.20 +5.1 +12.2/B +9.2/B NL
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl CI 95,981 9.47 +2.8 +0.7/C +0.8/C NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl FB 69,669 30.17 +5.1 +9.0/C +5.9/D NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv FB 176,880 18.04 +5.1 +9.0/C +5.9/D NL
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl LB 323,910 111.39 +5.9 +17.3/B +13.0/B NL
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl MA 91,911 72.20 +3.9 +8.4/B +8.4/A NL

                                                      Total Assets                 Total Return/Rank         Pct
Name                                        Obj    ($Mlns)    NAV      4-wk     12-mo     5-year    Load

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government, 
IB -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate 
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World 
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same 
objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar. 
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listing standards. lf = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock 
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security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = 
Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants. 
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred 
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA 
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x  = fund 
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.

StockS oF local IntereSt
                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

AFLAC 2.00 82.55 -.06 -0.1 +14.7
AT&T Inc 1.11 16.92 +.16 +1.0 -8.1
AMD 1.60 128.92 +7.53 +6.2 +99.0
Altimm ... 6.48 +2.91 +81.5 -60.6
Amazon ... 147.42 +.39 +0.3 +75.5
AmAirlines .40 13.76 +.74 +5.7 +8.2
AEP 3.52 79.64 -.87 -1.1 -16.1
Apple Inc s .96 195.71 +4.47 +2.3 +50.6
ApldMatl 1.28 147.72 -3.87 -2.6 +51.7
BP PLC 1.74 35.30 -.68 -1.9 +1.1
BkofAm .96 30.96 ... ... -6.5
BitBroLtd rs ... .01 -.03 -64.1 -99.9
BrMySq 2.40 50.31 +.21 +0.4 -30.1
CampSp 1.48 42.91 +2.31 +5.7 -24.4
CanopyGr ... .80 +.18 +29.4 -65.4
Caterpillar 5.20 259.50 +2.74 +1.1 +8.3
Chevron 6.04 144.31 -.50 -0.3 -19.6
Cisco 1.56 48.38 -.09 -0.2 +1.6
Citigroup 2.12 48.89 +1.66 +3.5 +8.1
CleanSp ... 10.34 +2.70 +35.3 +406.9
CocaCola 1.84 58.61 -.03 -0.1 -7.9
Cyngn h ... .21 -.06 -21.5 -65.4
DxSOXBr ... 8.07 -.27 -3.2 -79.6
DxSOXBl ... 23.70 +.63 +2.7 +145.1
Disney .30 92.82 +.54 +0.6 +6.8
Eaton 2.92 232.31 +1.85 +0.8 +48.0
EliLilly 4.52 598.05 +14.01 +2.4 +63.5
Esports ... .02 ... ... -99.8
ExxonMbl 3.80 99.55 -3.44 -3.3 -9.7
FordM .60 11.01 +.43 +4.1 -5.3
FrankElec .90 92.05 +1.46 +1.6 +15.4
FrptMcM .30 38.15 -1.09 -2.8 +.4
GenElec .32 120.59 -1.91 -1.6 +85.3
HP Inc 1.02 29.46 -.04 -0.1 +9.6
HomeDp 8.36 326.47 +6.85 +2.1 +3.4
iSh20 yrT 3.05 94.54 +1.55 +1.7 -5.0
iShR2K 1.77 186.80 +1.89 +1.0 +7.1
Intel .50 42.70 -1.04 -2.4 +61.6

IBM 6.64 161.96 +1.41 +0.9 +15.0
Inv QQQ 1.16 392.17 +2.23 +0.6 +47.3
Kroger 1.16 44.58 -.02 ... ...
LincNat 1.80 24.33 +.20 +0.8 -20.8
Lowes 4.40 207.83 +3.91 +1.9 +4.3
MarathDig ... 16.78 +3.08 +22.5 +390.6
McDnlds 6.68 285.53 -.43 -0.2 +8.3
MeiwuTc ... .08 -.01 -9.6 -60.7
Microsoft 3.00 374.23 -.28 -0.1 +56.0
MullnAuto rs ... .15 -.02 -9.8 -99.8
NL Inds .28 5.26 +.08 +1.5 -22.8
NiSource 1.00 26.30 +.10 +0.4 -4.1
Nikola ... .72 -.31 -29.9 -66.9
NokiaCp .19 3.18 -.31 -8.9 -31.5
NorflkSo 5.40 221.00 -5.47 -2.4 -10.3
Nucor 2.04 162.09 -8.32 -4.9 +23.0
Nvidia .16 475.06 +7.45 +1.6 +225.1
Nxu Inc A ... .02 -.00 -9.5 -99.4
Palantir ... 17.77 -2.50 -12.3 +176.8
PepsiCo 5.06 165.68 -3.01 -1.8 -8.3
Pfizer 1.64 28.78 -.13 -0.4 -43.8
PlugPowr h ... 4.01 -.53 -11.7 -67.6
PrUltPQ ... 44.83 +.59 +1.3 +159.1
PShtQQQ ... 15.66 -.24 -1.5 -71.0
RiotBlck ... 15.83 +2.06 +15.0 +367.0
RiviaAu A ... 19.04 +1.01 +5.6 +3.3
SpdrDJIA 3.98 363.12 +.07 ... +9.6
S&P500ETF 4.13 460.20 +1.10 +0.2 +20.3
SoFiTech ... 8.13 +.30 +3.8 +76.4
StlDynam 1.70 113.16 -6.59 -5.5 +15.8
Tellurian ... .75 +.10 +14.8 -55.6
Tesla ... 243.84 +5.01 +2.1 +98.0
Uber Tch ... 61.70 +4.35 +7.6 +149.5
VerizonCm 2.66 38.25 -.33 -0.9 -2.9
WalMart 2.28 150.86 -2.91 -1.9 +6.4
WalgBoots 1.92 23.16 +2.37 +11.4 -38.0
WsteMInc 2.80 172.50 -1.30 -0.7 +10.0
WellsFargo 1.40 46.10 +1.08 +2.4 +11.6

Money rateS

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries
 1-year
 2-year
 5-year
 10-year
 30-year

 8.50 8.50
 6.00 6.00
 5.33 5.33

 5.13 5.05
 4.72 4.60
 4.24 4.11
 4.23 4.15
 4.31 4.25

                                     Last    Pvs Day
currencIeS

Australia 1.5198 1.5143
Britain 1.2550 1.2592
Canada 1.3585 1.3593
Euro .9295 .9260
Japan 144.98 143.45
Mexico 17.3598 17.4948
Switzerlnd .8804 .8744

                                   Last        Pvs Day

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All 
others show dollar in foreign currency. 

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
Palantir 3683464 17.77 -2.50
FordM 2371327 11.01 +.43
AT&T Inc 2348094 16.92 +.16
Uber Tch 2216181 61.70 +4.35
BkofAm 2068131 30.96 ...
Pfizer 2035668 28.78 -.13
NokiaCp 1766129 3.18 -.31
Carnival 1728170 18.11 +2.35
Kenvue n 1637739 20.61 -.08
ExxonMbl 1309445 99.55 -3.44

nySe actIveS ($1 or More)nySe GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
MBIA 13.42 +6.05 +82.1
HovnanE 139.01 +43.89 +46.1
Regis rs 9.80 +2.78 +39.6
SpireGl rs 7.09 +1.64 +30.1
SentinOne 24.00 +4.17 +21.0
EqtyBcsh 32.06 +5.36 +20.1
AxosFinl 49.90 +8.16 +19.5
AspenAero 13.03 +1.96 +17.7
WorthStl n 26.08 +3.88 +17.5
TorridHl 4.84 +.71 +17.2

nySe loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
CazooG rs 23.25 -19.95 -46.2
DesignBr 8.33 -4.12 -33.1
Sprinklr 11.26 -5.08 -31.1
XponFitn 10.60 -3.83 -26.5
MinisoGp 19.55 -4.69 -19.3
JJill 25.32 -5.25 -17.2
SunnovEn 10.41 -2.17 -17.2
SonSenL 8.74 -1.81 -17.1
Yext 5.68 -1.17 -17.1
BP Pru 2.97 -.57 -16.1

Stock exchanGe hIGhlIGhtS

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
Tesla 5778590 243.84 +5.01
AMD 3506964 128.92 +7.53
MarathDig 3086842 16.78 +3.08
Apple Inc s 2517538 195.71 +4.47
Amazon 2287830 147.42 +.39
AmAirlines 2220363 13.76 +.74
Altimm 2125116 6.48 +2.91
PlugPowr h 1992358 4.01 -.53
Intel 1929972 42.70 -1.04
SoFiTech 1915525 8.13 +.30

naSdaq actIveS ($1 or More)naSdaq GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Chanson A n 7.19 +5.06 +237.6
EyePtPh 19.15 +12.54 +189.7
HawHold 13.31 +8.45 +173.9
SilvrSun 8.86 +5.19 +141.4
SeraPrg A 4.34 +2.35 +118.1
Altimm 6.48 +2.91 +81.5
SatellgicA 2.30 +1.01 +78.3
SolidBio 5.06 +2.05 +68.1
CentryTh 2.38 +.96 +67.6
SaveFoods 2.94 +1.14 +63.3

naSdaq loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Roadzen 2.79 -2.13 -43.3
Cingulate rs 3.53 -2.59 -42.3
NexImm rs 3.68 -2.37 -39.2
Replimun 7.29 -4.42 -37.7
Pavmed rs 2.96 -1.54 -34.2
Puyi Inc 2.16 -1.09 -33.6
BluebBio 2.86 -1.40 -32.9
XBP Euro 16.07 -7.78 -32.6
MicrAlgo n 2.26 -1.04 -31.5
Xos Inc A rs 6.18 -2.61 -29.7

4,100

4,200

4,300

4,400

4,500

4,600

4,700

J DJ A S O N

-24.85
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36.25
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18.78

FRI
Close: 4,604.37

1-week change: 9.74 (0.2%)

S&P 500
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Tigers edge out Warriors
that perimeter stuff. We’ve just got to 
practice that and get better at it.” 

Three straight baskets from the 
Warriors had it down to 44-40 by the 
four-minute mark. 

The Tigers had plenty of chances to 
extend their lead, but just weren’t able 
to do it. 

An offensive rebound and put-back 
from Alyssa Anderson brought the 
Warriors within two. 

Bluffton maintained possession but 
had to be fouled four times to reach the 
bonus. Stout got one of two to drop for 
a 45-42 lead with 29 seconds left. 

After a missed three-point attempt 
from Brooke Kneubuhler, Stout made 
two more to give the Tigers a five-
point edge. 

Makenna Smith missed from deep, 
but a long rebound came out to Rea-
gan Widenhoefer, who threw up a one-

handed toss but managed to get fouled 
with eight seconds on the clock. 

She made two out of three, and the 
Tigers just needed to inbound the ball 
and get fouled. But Stout lost the ball 
out of bounds in the backcourt before 
the Warriors could foul her, and Wood-
lan had a chance to tie. 

Taylor Kneubuhler’s attempt from 
the wing came up way short, and the 
Tigers had their third conference win in 
as many tries. 

Anderson led the Warriors with 14 
points, while Taylor Kneubuhler added 
11 and Wiedenhoefer had 10. 

Bluffton will be back home to face 
Southwood on Tuesday night. 

Woodlan took the junior varsity 
game 35-31. For Bluffton, Addison 
Yates scored eight points, Piper Mor-
gan had six, and Savanna Hughett had 
five. 

 sports@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 47,
WOODLAN 44

At Woodlan
BLUFFTON (9-1): Isabella Stout 6-9 11-13 24, 

Konley Ault 0-0 0-0 0, Marly Drayer 0-5 0-0 0, 
Maryn Schreiber 5-12 3-4 13, Haley Gibson 1-11 
0-0 2, Tressa Renner 0-0 0-0 0, Madyson Sonnig-
sen 2-6 0-0 6, Cayah King 0-0 0-0 0, Sophie Eisen-
hut 1-1 0-0 2. TOTALS: 15-44 14-17 47.

WOODLAN (6-4): Reagan Widenhoefer 2-9 4-5 
10, Makenna Smith 1-5 0-0 2, Alyssa Anderson 
6-12 2-4 14, Mariah Thullner 0-3 0-0 0, Brooke 
Kneubuhler 3-13 0-2 6, Karina Peppler 0-0 0-0 0, 
Alix Jacquay 0-3 1-2 1, Taylor Kneubuhler 4-11 1-2 
11, Chloe Gaff 0-0 0-0 0, Leah Elwood 0-1 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 16-57 8-15 44.
Bluffton   13   11   16    7  — 47
Woodlan    7   10   16   11 — 44

Three-point Goals: Bluffton 3-16 (Sonnigsen 
2-6, Stout 1-3, Drayer 0-3, Gibson 0-4), Woodlan 
4-17 (Widenhoefer 2-7, Taylor Kneubuhler 2-4, 
Brooke Kneubuhler 0-4, Smith 0-1, Thullner 0-1). 
Rebounds: Bluffton 29 (Schreiber 10, Sonnigsen 
7, Stout 6, Drayer 3, Gibson 2, Renner 1), Wood-
lan 28 (Anderson 9, Taylor Kneubuhler 8, Brooke 
Kneubuhler 4, Smith 3, Widenhoefer 2, Elwood 1, 
Thullner 1). Turnovers: Bluffton 17, Woodlan 10. 
Fouls: Bluffton 10, Woodlan 17. Fouled out: None. 
Technicals: None.
JV: Woodlan 35, Bluffton 31. 

(Continued from Page A1)

Tiger boys win over Cougars
But perhaps the only blemish on the 

night in Teagle’s eyes was his team’s 
defense, especially on the Cougars’ 
Micah Martin.

Martin scored half of his game-high 
24 points in the third quarter. He hit a 
pair of threes in the third while scoring 
nine points from the charity stripe on 
the night.

The more Lakeland drove the 
lane, the more Bluffton would, as 
Teagle called it, gamble and get beat 
either with a foul or getting beat for 
a layup.

He mentioned that the team was out 
of character on defense Friday night, 
and that will be a point of emphasis in 
the near future. Even the team agreed 
that it wasn’t their best effort.

“We had one of the best practices 
we’ve had all year (on Thursday),” 
Teagle said. “We were focused. We 
were intense. That’s what we just talk-
ed to them about. If you would have 

played like you practiced tonight, how 
many points would they have? They’re 
like, ‘Maybe 20.’ But we didn’t take 
that same intensity over tonight.”

Bluffton was on the hook for 14 
fouls in the game which produced 12 
points at the free-throw line for Lake-
land.

But the Tigers still have time in the 
early season and have life despite their 
2-20 record last year. They’re shooting 
at a high clip in three games, and start-
ing to find an identity.

“I’ll be honest, the Blackford game, 
the South Adams game and tonight, I 
thought we moved the ball really well. 
We got ball reversals, got some inside 
outside. Still, we take four or five 
(shots) that are a little questionable — I 
think we can get a better shot on each 
possession. But they’re doing a nice 
job at trying to buy in and learn what 
we’re trying to get done.”

Bluffton will be at Southern Wells 
for a Wells County/ACAC game start-

ing at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 15.
Bluffton won the junior varsity 

game 28-6, playing only one half. 
Nolan Lambert scored eight to lead the 
way and Griffin Morgan added six.

sports@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 68, LAKELAND CHRISTIAN 40
At Bluffton

LAKELAND CHRISTIAN (0-5): Micah Martin 6-11 
9-11 24, Josiah Rice 4-8 2-3 10, Aaron Gause 1-4 
0-0 3, Ethan Gaff 1-2 1-1 3, Zaiden Miller 0-1 0-0 0, 
Jashawn Zielasko 0-2 0-0 0, Isaiah Stahl 0-0 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 12-29 12-15 40.

BLUFFTON (2-1): Tucker Jenkins 8-10 0-0 16, 
Kaleb Green 5-8 4-6 15, Declan Grieser 6-6 0-0 12, 
Eli Garrett 2-4 0-0 6, Axton Beste 2-4 0-0 5, Cam-
eron Williams 2-4 0-0 6, Hunter Wenger 2-4 0-2 4, 
Andrew Hunt 1-1 0-0 3, Nolan Lambert 0-0 0-0 0, 
Ben Maggard 0-0 0-0 0, Jude Baumgartner 0-0 0-0 
0. TOTALS: 28-41 4-8 68.

Lakeland      3     8    17   12  –– 40
Bluffton       13   16   23   16  –– 68
Three-point FG: Lakeland Christian: 4-16 (Martin 

3-8, Gause 1-4, Rice 0-2, Miller 0-1, Zielasko 0-1), 
Bluffton: 7-13 (Garrett 2-4, Williams 2-3, Beste 1-2, 
Green 1-2, Hunt 1-1). Rebounds: Lakeland Christian: 
14 (Rice 5, Zielasko 3, Martin 2, Gause 2, Gaff 1, 
Stahl 1), Bluffton: 15 (Beste 5, Jenkins 3, Williams 3, 
Grieser 2, Green 1, Wenger 1).Turnovers: Lakeland 
Christian 16, Bluffton 7. Fouls: Lakeland Christian 5, 
Bluffton 14. Fouled Out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: 28-6 Bluffton (one half).

(Continued from Page A1)

At left, Bluffton’s Kaleb Green (left) shoots over Lakeland’s Ethan Gaff and Micah Martin Friday night at the Tiger Den. At right, 
Tucker Jenkins (left) shoots over Martin. The two forwards along with counterpart Declan Griser combined for 43 points to help 
roll the Cougars 68-40. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Knights knock down Eagles
quarters.

A 10-0 run fueled by Fuess gave the 
Knights an early 13-5 lead.

Her drive through the lane and 
back-to-back three-pointers put her 
team in the driver’s seat early.

Columbia City fought back in the sec-
ond quarter, but a Rosswurm three gave 
Norwell a 22-19 halftime advantage.

Fuess opened the third quarter with 
a pair of free throws and then took a 
rebound coast-to-coast for the 26-20 
lead that Columbia City spent the next 
five minutes erasing.

There was plenty of credit to spread 
around for Norwell, starting, of course, 
with Hubble’s free throws at the end.

Rosswurm “was relentless on the 
boards,” according to Thornton. “She 
had nine rebounds. She goes and gets 
the ball, and she got a lot of those 
50-50 balls for us tonight.”

Then there was Fuess, whose back-
to-back threes in the first quarter, her 
game-high 18 points, and her find of 
Hubble on the last play were huge.

And Fuelling scored nine of her 14 
points in the fourth quarter, including 
the three-pointer that got Norwell with-

in one point and her drive through the 
lane that set up Hubble’s free throws.

Neither team shot particularly well.
Norwell was 16-for-51 from the 

field for a chilly .314 shooting percent-
age.

Columbia City was an even-worse 
18-for-60 for .300.

But Thornton credited those shoot-
ing percentages to two first-rate 
defenses.

“These were two good teams get-
ting after it,” Thornton said. “It’s hard 
to score.”

But it may have been a defensive 
change that assisted Norwell’s fourth 
quarter comeback.

“We were trying to force the ball 
to the outside with our 1-3-1,” said 
Thornton with almost an air of exas-
peration. “But they were getting it 
inside. That has got to be one of the 
best passing teams I have seen. They 
forced us to switch to a man-to-man.”

Norwell will return to action Tues-
day night when it plays host to Wood-
lan and on Saturday when it travels to 
DeKalb for a conference matchup.

Norwell also won the junior varsity 

game, 60-17.
Macie Saalfrank and Ashley Wald-

man both scored 17 points as each 
matched Columbia City’s total output.

Larkin Smith added 10 points, 
Haley Williamson seven, Jada Dale 
four, Makayla Young three, and Brook-
lyn Meyer two.

 
  sports@news-banner.com

NORWELL 45, COLUMBIA CITY 44
At Columbia City

NORWELL (9-2, 2-0 NE8): Makenzie Fuess 6-16 
4-4 18, Kennedy Fuelling 6-19 1-2 14, Vanessa 
Rsswurm 3-11 2-2 9, Dekota Hubble 0-2 2-2 2, Anna-
belle Johnson 1-3 0-0 2, Haley Green 0-0 0-0 0, Lilly 
Norris 0-0 0-0 0, Addie Norris 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 
16-51 9-10 45.

COLUMBIA CITY (9-1, 1-1 NE8): Molly Baker 
7-13 1-2 15, Addison Baxter 5-17 3-5 13, Tessa Ton-
kel 3-7 0-0 7, Kyndra Sheets 2-10 0-0 4, Laney Zilak 
1-2 0-2 3, Faith Frey 0-8 2-4 2, Anisa Tonkel 0-3 0-0 
0.TOTALS: 16-47 6-13 44.

Norwell               13    9     6     17  –– 45
Columbia City     8    11   11    14  –– 44
Three-point FG: Norwell: 4-14 (Fuess 2-6, Fuelling 

1-3, Rosswurm 1-4, Johnson 0-1), Columbia City 
2-13 (Ziliak 1-1, T. Tonkel 1-4, Sheets 0-3, A. Ton-
kel 0-2, Frey 0-2, Baxter 0-1). Rebounds: Norwell: 
34 (Rosswurm 9, Fuess 6, Johnson 5, Fuelling 5, 
Hubble 4, Green 2, L.Norris 1), Columbia City: 32 
(Baxter 11, Baker 7, A. Tonkel 4, T. Tonkel 3, Sheets 
2, Frey 2, Ziliak 1). Turnovers: Norwell 13, Columbia 
City 8. Fouls: Norwell 12, Columbia City 14. Fouled 
Out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: 60-17 Norwell.

(Continued from Page A1)
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Partner’s parents’ drinking keeps 
them from their granddaughter

Dear Annie: My partner and I were 
surprised to find ourselves expecting 
with my very loved rainbow baby. We 
had known each other less than two 
years and had just moved in together. So 
far, my relationship with his parents had 
been rocky at best. Both parents drank 
to the point of blacking out daily, which 
often made them unpleasant.

When I first got pregnant, I had 
been hopeful everyone could be part of 
my daughter’s life. It became increas-
ingly doubtful as my delivery date 
approached. Then, my partner’s mom 
missed our baby shower because she 
was sick and vomiting. She was admit-
ted to the hospital for alcohol-induced 
pancreatitis a week later. 

My daughter was born, and we invit-
ed his parents to the hospital. They also 
came to visit the baby several times over 
the next few months. My partner’s father 
always showed up incoherently drunk 
and would yell and swear, at times get-
ting nasty. 

His mother tried to hide it, but she 
had never really stopped drinking after 
the hospital. She acted nasty toward me, 
too. My partner got text messages from 
his siblings trying to see if anyone was 
free to drive their mom home from the 
bar so she wouldn’t drink and drive. 
Their drinking was a problem. 

It was already hard to visit with peo-
ple because we were busy taking care of 
the baby, but we started to visit with the 
parents less because their behavior made 
me uncomfortable, and I didn’t want 
to expose my child to it. I also didn’t 
want to rely on them for help because 
I refused to let them be alone with the 
baby. 

People’s feelings were hurt, but no 
one’s behavior changed. After becom-
ing increasingly erratic and forgetful, 
my partner’s mother missed my daugh-
ter’s first birthday party because she was 
incoherent. She ended up in the hospi-
tal shortly after, this time for alcohol-
induced ammonia poisoning. 

My dad, who raised me and two of 
my three brothers on his own, hasn’t 
had a drink in decades. He joined AA 

early on in our 
childhood, and 
we’ve never seen 
him stray. In fact, 
events on his side 
of the family were 
almost always 
dry. In my teens, 
all three of my 
brothers were 
addicted to heroin 
at some point. My 
youngest broth-
er is still in the 
throes of addic-
tion, but two of 
my brothers got clean and just recently 
bought a house. Watching my family’s 
journey has made me incredibly sensi-
tive to substance abuse. 

I’m afraid I’m unfairly withholding 
my daughter from her grandparents on 
my partner’s side because I’m letting my 
sensitivity to addiction cloud my judg-
ment. Am I unfairly punishing my part-
ner’s parents? — Affected by Substance 
Abuse 

Dear Affected: You’re not withhold-
ing your daughter from her paternal 
grandparents — you’re protecting her 
from them. On their best, sober days, 
I believe your partner’s parents prob-
ably have nothing but good intentions. 
But it’s clear that when they are drunk, 
which seems constant, they cannot con-
trol themselves or be trusted around 
your children. I’m sure your partner 
would agree. 

Being part of your daughter’s life is 
a privilege, not a right. If her grandpar-
ents want to be active in her life, they 
must do so soberly and play by your 
rules. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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God never gives up on us
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Let's Take 
It Outside 

A Fishing 
Story 

The 
Stranger 

Don Frost Family & 
Friends 

Who Is This Jesus? Is 
He the Only Way? 

Three Days Sue Thomas F.B.Eye Pacific Garden Mission Daywind BillyGr-
aham.TV 

Daily Faith With Philip 
Cameron 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
(3:00) College Football Army vs. Navy 
(L) (N) 

WANE 15 
News (N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy! Byron Allen Presents a Merry Soulful Christmas
Music icons perform holiday songs. (N) 

48 Hours (N) Nightcast 
(N) 

(:35) IN 
Focus (N) 

(:05) The Equalizer 
"Hard Money" 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Law & Order: SVU 
"Chasing Demons" 

Law & Order: SVU "In 
Loco Parentis" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Dare" 

Law-SVU "Once Upon a 
Time in El Barrio" 

Law-SVU "Eighteen 
Wheels a Predator" 

Law-SVU "Tangled 
Strands of Justice" 

Law-SVU "Did You 
Believe in Miracles?" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Send in the Clowns" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
(2:30) 
Football 

TBA ABC21 (N) ABC World 
News (N) 

Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball Teams TBA All the latest basketball action from 
the NBA. (L) (N) 

ABC21 (N) Investig-
ateTV 

Seinfeld Modern 
Family 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Swimming U.S. Winter 
Nationals (L) (N) 

News (N) NBC News Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Shrek the 
Halls 

Trolls 
Holiday 

Dateline NBC Saturday Night Live News (N) Saturday Night Live (L) (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
World Chase Tag Chicago Fire "The Hose 

or the Animal" 
Chicago Fire "A Real 
Wake-Up Call" 

9-1-1 "Peer Pressure" The Rookie "End 
Game" 

Major Crimes 
"Sanctuary City: Part 4" 

Murdoch Mysteries 
"Sweet Amelia" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Agent Provocateur" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
Bloodline Detectives 
(N) 

Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

Good Dr "Irresponsible 
Salad Bar Practices" 

<+++ Shrek (2001, Animated) Voices of Eddie 
Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. 

The 
Liquidator 

TMZ (N) < Blood and Money ('20) Paul Ben-
Victor, Kristen Hager, Tom Berenger. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
(4:00) Great Scenic 
Railway Journeys 30th 

Steve David Lawrence presents his favorite performances 
by his parents, Steve Lawrence & Eydie Gorme. 

Farewell Doc Martin Celtic Celtic Woman celebrates 20 years at The Helix 
with special performances by founding members. 

Austin "Allison Russell; 
The Weather Station" 

NOVA "Ghosts of 
Stonehenge" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Woods-
mith Shop 

American 
Woodshop 

Weekend 
(N) 

Joy/Pain-
ting 

Woodsongs Musher Celebrate-Sing Absence/-
Presence 

Caverns Austin "Allison Russell; 
The Weather Station" 

NOVA "Ghosts of 
Stonehenge" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
(4:00) 2023 MLS Cup Teams TBA (L) 
(N) 

Hoops (L) 
(N) 

College Basketball UCLA at Villanova From Wells 
Fargo Center in Philadelphia. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Notre Dame at Marquette 
From Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee. (L) (N) 

Beat Shazam TBA Two and a 
Half Men 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < A Country 
Christmas Harmony 

< Reba McEntire's Christmas in Tune ('21, Rom) 
John Schneider, Candice Accola, Reba McEntire. 

< A Cowboy Christmas Romance ('23, Romance) 
Adam Senn, Bruce Thomas, Jana Kramer. (P) 

(:05) < Christmas in Mississippi (2017, Romance) 
Wes Brown, Faith Ford, Jana Kramer. 

< A Cowboy Christmas 
Romance Jana Kramer. 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) < Santa Clause 2 <+ The Santa Clause 3: The Escape Clause <+++ Home Alone ('90) Joe Pesci, Macaulay Culkin. <++ Home Alone 2: Lost in New York ('92) Macaulay Culkin. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<++ The Lost World: Jurassic Park (1997, Adventure) Julianne Moore, 
Pete Postlethwaite, Jeff Goldblum. 

<+++ Jurassic Park (1993, Adventure) Laura Dern, Jeff Goldblum, Sam 
Neill. 

<++ The Lost World: Jurassic Park ('97, Adv) 
Julianne Moore, Pete Postlethwaite, Jeff Goldblum. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
(2:30) <+++ The Lord of the Rings: 
The Fellowship of the Ring 

<+++ The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers (2002, Fantasy) Ian McKellen, Liv Tyler, Elijah Wood. <+++ The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King 
(2003, Fantasy) Ian McKellen, Liv Tyler, Elijah Wood. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(:15) College Basketball Missouri at Kansas From 
Allen Fieldhouse in Lawrence, Kan. (L) (N) 

(:15) SportsCenter (L) (N) Heisman Trophy 
Ceremony (L) (N) 

30 for 30 The Great 
Heisman Race of 1997 

Boxing Top Rank: Robeisy Ramirez vs. Rafael 
Espinoza All the boxing action. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 (4:00) Basketball SportsCenter NBA Countdown (L) (N) NBA (N) ESPN Films ESPN Films College Basketball Gonzaga at Washington (L) (N) 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Sports 
Stars 

Icons 
Horrow 

Focused In the 
Spotlight 

Football Blues Live 
Pregame 

NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Chicago Blackhawks From the 
United Center in Chicago. (L) (N) 

Blues Post. 
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Chicago Blackhawks 
From the United Center in Chicago. 

USA  34 133 105 242 
<+++ The Green Mile (1999, Drama) David Morse, Michael Clarke Duncan, Tom Hanks. <++++ It's a Wonderful Life (1946, Comedy Drama) Donna Reed, Lionel 

Barrymore, James Stewart. 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Burned" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition Unknown 
"Ransom in the Sky" 

Expedition Unknown Expedition "Revealing 
Our Ancient Ancestors" 

Expedition "Riches of 
Spain's Pirate King" 

Expedition "Lost City of 
the White Jaguar" 

Expedition Unknown 
"Escaping the Rock" 

Expedition Unknown Expedition "Riches of 
Spain's Pirate King" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Welcome to Plathville The Family Chantel The Family Chantel 90 Day: Other (N) 90 Day: Other (N) 90 Day: Other (N) 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day Fiancé: Other 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Ancient Aliens "The 
Sentinels" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Reptilian Agenda" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Human Experiment" 

Ancient Aliens: Declassified "Galactic Origins" Enhanced; 4-hour episode; thousands of potentially 
habitable exoplanets have been discovered. (N) 

(:05) Ancient Aliens 
"Galactic Origins" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Legends Legends Buddy Valastro's (N) Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Our Christmas 
Mural 

< Haul Out the Holly: Lit Up (2023, Comedy) Wes 
Brown, Ellen Travolta, Lacey Chabert. 

< Christmas on Cherry Lane ('23, Dra) Jonathan 
Bennett, John Brotherton, Catherine Bell. (P) 

< Magic in Mistletoe (2023, Romance) Paul 
Campbell, Kat Ruston, Lyndie Greenwood. 

< A Royal Christmas 
('14) Lacey Chabert. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:35) < A 
Nightmar... 

(:35) <++ A Nightmare on Elm Street 3: Dream 
Warriors ('87) Heather Langenkamp. 

(:35) <++ Annabelle: Creation (2017, Horror) Talitha Bateman, 
Lulu Wilson, Stephanie Sigman. 

(:05) <+++ The Invisible Man (2020, Horror) Oliver Jackson-
Cohen, Aldis Hodge, Elisabeth Moss. 

(:50) <+++ 
Seven 

TBS  43 130 139 247 (3:45) < Horrible Bosses <++ Two Weeks Notice ('02) Sandra Bullock. <+++ Charlie and the Chocolate Factory ('05) Johnny Depp. <+++ Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory Movie 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(:15) <+++ The Suicide Squad (2021, Action) Idris Elba, John Cena, Margot 
Robbie. 

Collision Exciting matches, stories and action 
featuring the world-class All Elite Wrestling roster. 

<++ Aquaman (2018, Action) Amber Heard, Willem Dafoe, Jason Momoa. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:00) <++ The Great 
Outdoors Dan Aykroyd. 

<+++ The Princess Bride (1987, Children) Robin 
Wright, Mandy Patinkin, Cary Elwes. 

<+++ National Lampoon's Christmas 
Vacation ('89) Beverly D'Angelo, Chevy Chase. 

(:15) <+++ National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation (1989, 
Comedy) Beverly D'Angelo, Randy Quaid, Chevy Chase. 

< Great 
Outdoors 

COM  47  107 249 (3:30) < Couples Retreat <++ We're the Millers ('13) Jason Sudeikis, Jennifer Aniston. <++ Daddy's Home ('15) Will Ferrell. (P) South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:00) Basketball 
Clemson vs. TCU (L) (N) 

Hoops (L) 
(N) 

Women's College Basketball Cincinnati at Xavier 
From Cintas Center in Cincinnati. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Rutgers at Seton Hall From 
Prudential Center in Newark, N.J. (L) (N) 

College Basketball UC Irvine at San Diego State 
From Viejas Arena in San Diego. (L) (N) 

MLS Cup 
Teams TBA 

WGN  53   307 Blue Bloods Blue Bloods NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Prime Suspect" NCIS "Seek" NCIS "Squall" NCIS "Chasing Ghosts" NCIS "Berlin" NCIS "Revenge" NCIS "Double Blind" NCIS 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Holiday Wars Holiday Wars Holiday Baking Wars "Holiday Parade" Holiday Wars Holiday Wars 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 (3:30) <+++ The Family Man <+++ The Family Man ('00, Rom) Téa Leoni, Don Cheadle, Nicolas Cage. <++ A Bad Moms Christmas ('17) Kristen Bell, Mila Kunis. <+++ Girls Trip 
NICK  68  170 299 (4:30) <++ Sonic the Hedgehog James Marsden. < A Loud House Christmas Loud House Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Hamster & Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug Movie Miraculous (N) Hailey Hailey Ladybug Ladybug Miraculous Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(:15) <++++ Toy Story (1995, Animated) Voices 
of Tim Allen, Don Rickles, Tom Hanks. 

(:15) <++++ Toy Story 2 (1999, Animated) 
Voices of Tim Allen, Joan Cusack, Tom Hanks. 

(:20) <+++ Toy Story 3 (2010, Animated) Voices of Tim Allen, 
Joan Cusack, Tom Hanks. 

(:50) <+++ Toy Story 4 ('19) Voices 
of Tim Allen, Annie Potts, Tom Hanks. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:55) < Edge 
of Tomorr... 

(:50) <+++ The Sum of All Fears (2002, Thriller) Morgan 
Freeman, James Cromwell, Ben Affleck. 

<+++ Skyfall (2012, Action) Judi Dench, Javier Bardem, Daniel 
Craig. (P) 

The Gilded Age 
"Warning Shots" 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

Hard 
Knocks 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:25) <++ Jennifer's 
Body ('09) Megan Fox. 

(:10) <++ Taken 3 (2014, Action) Forest Whitaker, 
Maggie Grace, Liam Neeson. 

<++ Into the Blue ('05) Jessica 
Alba, Scott Caan, Paul Walker. 

(:50) < Into the Blue 2: The Reef 
('09) Chris Carmack. 

(:25) < Black Butterfly (2017, Thriller) Jonathan 
Rhys-Meyers, Piper Perabo, Antonio Banderas. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(:15) < The Starling Girl (2023, Drama) Lewis 
Pullman, Jimmi Simpson, Eliza Scanlen. 

(:15) < The Lesson (2023, Thriller) Julie Delpy, Daryl 
McCormack, Richard E. Grant. 

<+++ Everything Everywhere All at Once (2022, Comedy) 
Stephanie Hsu, Ke Huy Quan, Michelle Yeoh. 

<+++ Boogie Nights ('97) Burt 
Reynolds, Mark Wahlberg. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:35) < Fear the Night 
('23) Maggie Q. 

(:10) <+++ The Lighthouse (2019, Thriller) 
Willem Dafoe, Valeriia Karaman, Robert Pattinson. 

<++ The Ring Two ('05) Simon 
Baker, David Dorfman, Naomi Watts. 

(:50) <+++ It Follows (2014, Horror) Keir 
Gilchrist, Daniel Zovatto, Maika Monroe. 

<++ Jessabelle ('14) Mark Webber, 
Joelle Carter, Sarah Snook. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV  

Q: I don’t mind say-
ing that at times I live like 
the devil. Other times, I 
do good things — things 
I learned to do growing 
up in church. I remember 
hearing that God never 
gives up on us, so what-
ever I do is covered by 
His love and forgiveness. 
Though I sow some wild 
oats, the Lord doesn’t hold 
me accountable, right? – 
W.O.

A: The devil is a liar 
and he tells people to 
ignore their sin. We are to 
renounce the evil influ-
ence of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. There 
can be no parleying, bar-
gaining, or compromise. 

From compromise to 
deceit is a small step.

The Bible says, 
“Do not let anyone 
lead you astray. … 
The one who does 

what is sinful is of the 
devil, because the devil 
has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared 
was to destroy the devil’s 
work. No one who is born 
of God will continue to 
sin, because God’s seed 
remains in them; they can-
not go on sinning, because 
they have been born of 
God” (1 John 3:7–9, NIV).

God has a plan and the 
devil has a plan. We all 
have to decide which plan 
we are going to fit into. 
The same Book that tells 
us over and over again of 
God’s love warns us con-
stantly of the devil who 

would come between us 
and God, the devil who is 
ever wanting to ensnare 
our souls.

When we are filled with 
the Spirit of God, when we 
quote the very Word of 
God, obey Him and do His 
will, Satan will be defeat-
ed. Quoting God’s holy 
Word is something the 
devil can’t stand! Those 
who don’t take a stand 
for Christ will be on the 
wrong side. And someday 
when it’s too late, they’ll 
find themselves in the dev-
il’s trap. In yourself, you 
cannot lick the devil.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 
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EMPLOYMENT

Miscellaneous

MICHIGAN CHRISTMAS
TREES! Tim Murray's Fresh
Cut Christmas Trees,
Wreaths, Garland, Grave
Blankets and Boughs! Also
Michigan Maple Syrup. Lo-
cated at Bummies Root Beer
Stand, 1263 S. Main Street.,
Bluffton. Open Daily at 10am
beginning Saturday, Nov. 25.
Phone: 231-920-6194.

Home Furnishings

ESTATE WASHER AND Rop-
er dryer, excellent condition,
$75 each, 260-224-2685.

REAL ESTATE
Home For Sale

COMPLETELY REMOD-
ELED, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom
home at 711 W. Cherry St. All
new appliances, paint, interior
trim, water lines and drains,
siding and windows. Call (260)
820-2765 or (260) 273-1580.
Sale price $172,000.

RENTALS
Office Space Rental

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
for an additional $5. Contact
the Bluffton News-Banner of-
fice, 125 N. Johnson St.,
824-0224, or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery Numbers
Friday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 04-10-14-38-

43
Cash4Life — 22-37-40-

52-59, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 

03-06-09-10-11-15-21-27-
35-38-41-44-45-46-52-56-
58-60-63-64, BE: 15

Daily Three-Midday — 
03-03-01, SB: 06

Daily Three-Evening — 
06-02-03, SB: 03

Daily Four-Midday — 
01-01-07-06, SB: 06

Daily Four-Evening — 
04-05-02-05, SB: 03

Quick Draw Evening 
— 01-04-05-06-10-11-12-
13-28-29-30-35-36-37-44-
47-59-64-66-76, BE: 04

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $1 million

MEGA MILLIONS
21-26-53-66-70, Mega 

Ball: 13, Megaplier: 3X
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $468 million

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is Tues., Dec. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is 
Tues., Dec. 26!

Jan. deadline is 
Tues., Dec. 26!

Jan. deadline is 
Tues., Dec. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is 
Tues., Dec. 26!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!
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•   In-Home Healthcare Planning
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-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN 46777

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Get Holiday Cash NOW

We Buy Junk Cars

Camelot Auto LLC

260-307-1302

Primary 
Contracting, LLC Free Estimates and 

Inspections for remodeling

260-223-4276 Ask for Edwin Wickey

an munch more! competitive rates!
house’s and barns - metal or shingle roofs

Decks or new construction additions pole Barns

Goods & services 
directory

BIDDING ENDS DECEMBER 
14 - Soft close at 6 p.m. - 
Joyce (Gale) Baumgartner, 
sellers. Online personal prop-
erty auction. Baumgartner 
Hatchery memorabilia, Muen-
sterberg clock tower globe, 
glass, Echo equipment, primi-
tives, granite, cookware, fur-
niture, and much more! Pick 
up Dec. 15, 3-6 p.m. at 113 
Northwood Drive, Bluffton, IN. 
Heartland Auction & Realty, 
Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS ENDING DECEM-
BER 17 - 6 p.m. EST - Ronald 
H. Jackson estate, owner. 
Online only personal property 
auction! 300 lots featuring: 
household, antiques, furniture, 
glassware, collectible Bossom 
chalkware, tools, long & hand 

guns & much more! Auction 
preview: Dec. 13, 4:30-5:30 
p.m., 3934 Summersworth 
Run, Fort Wayne, IN. Auc-
tion pick up: Dec. 18, 2-6 p.m. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.
DECEMBER 23-JANUARY 
1 - Online only auction - 
Various consignors, seller. 
Modeline MCM floor & table 
lamps and Art Nuevo, Presi-
dential collection, advertising, 
toys, early Moxie thermometer, 
25+ Nativity scenes, antiques, 
vintage primitives, artifacts, 
trains, Fenton, Haviland & 
Franciscan china, antique fur-
niture, military items, salesman 
samples and miniatures, coins 
& currency. Preview: Dec. 26 
from 3 p.m.-6 p.m. and Dec. 
28 from 3 p.m.-6 p.m., 102 
South Jefferson, Ossian. Sale 
manager, Rod Fetters. The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
DECEMBER 31-JANUARY 7 
- Estate of Mary Lynn Laut-
zenheiser, seller. Personal 
property online only auction. 
John Deere mower, lawn & 
garden, furniture, Christmas, 
books, household. Open 
houses: Jan. 4 from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. and Jan. 6 from 10 
a.m. to noon, 4917 E 100 N., 
Bluffton, IN. Isaac Stoller, sale 
manager, The Steffen Group 
Inc., http://www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC -
General Services Administra-
tion (GSA) Sale Thurs., De-
cember 14, 12pm. View
vehicles in person on Decem-
ber 13, 2pm until 5pm and De-
cember 14, 8am-12pm. View
up to date listing at
www.indianaautoauction.net or
www.autoauctions.gsa.gov.
(A)

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,
INC. Huge Repo Sale Decem-
ber 14, 2023. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

Help Wanted
CNC MACHINIST Hi, tired of
working in a dead end job?
Running the same machine,
making the same part? Feel
like you're not getting any bet-
ter? Not learning any new ma-
chining skills? Take this
opportunity to become a mas-
ter machinist. Learn to operate
multiple machines, make pre-
cision component parts, in our
AS100 Certified Job Shop.
Perhaps you retired too early
and are looking for a part time
position we are offering this
too.
Email:
jturnbull@dedricktool.com
260 824-3334

THE BLUFFTON POLICE De-
partment is seeking applica-
tions to fill the position of
Ordinance Compliance Officer.
This full-time civilian position is
responsible for ensuring com-
pliance with all city ordinances
and is based in the police de-
partment working M-F 8a-4p.
Duties include downtown park-
ing enforcement and resolution
of weed and junk complaints.
The successful applicant must
be at least 18 years old with a
high school diploma or GED
equivalent, possess a respon-
sible driving history and clean
criminal background. Knowl-
edge of law procedures pre-
ferred. Application is available
on the city's website
www.blufftonindiana.net. For
more information contact Chief
of Police Kyle Randall at
824-3320 or kyle.randall@bluff
tonindiana.gov. Applications
are due back December 22,
2023 by 4:30 p.m.

SUDOKU ANSWER

FOR SALE

Pets
TWO OLDER YORKIES, both
female, two Yorkie pups, one
male, one female, potty trained
to go on potty papers. Call
260-849-3138 for prices.

Pets
HELOISE HINT: When you 
bring home a new pet. It’s a 
good idea to spay or neuter 
it. Your pet will live longer and 
be healthier. Fax Heloise @ 
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

Auto/Trucks

HELOISE HINT: Stop any bad 
driving habits. Distracted driv-
ing because of texting or chat-
ting on a cellphone can have 
disastrous results. Thousands 
of people are killed every 
year from distracted driving. 
Keep your focus on the road 
when driving. Fax Heloise @ 
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

Read & recycle 
this newspaper


