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County approves 
agreements with 
Paddlefish Solar

By HOLLY GASKILL
In preparation for possible solar development in Lib-

erty and Chester townships, decommissioning and road use 
agreements have been met between the Wells County Com-
missioners and Paddlefish Solar LLC.

The Wells County Commissioners unanimously 
approved the documents on Monday. Representatives from 
the Paddlefish Solar — Jesse Laniak, Trena Roudebush and 
Mary Solada — joined the meeting through Zoom. Chad 
Kline, executive director of Economic Development, was 
also present.

The agreement documents essentially outline protections 
for the county regarding the set-up and eventual tear-down 
of the solar development. Laniak has stated they had leases 
signed with 12 landowners in Wells County, totaling rough-
ly 3,000 acres, for the 40-year solar project.

The county has been in discussion with Paddlefish Solar, 
owned by EDF Renewables and Geenex Solar, for the 
majority of the year to reach these agreements. 

“These agreements only add protection to Wells County 
— there is no risk,” Laniak summarized.

Within decommissioning, Paddlefish Solar has agreed to 
remove all equipment at the end of its function. Addition-
ally, there will be a “restoration period,” where the company 
must “restore the land substantially to the same condition as 
prior to construction,” the document states. This period is 
required to be completed within two years.

To ensure this process is honored, Paddlefish Solar will 
submit a decommissioning security  — in the form of either 
“cash held in escrow by the country treasurer or escrow 
company, a letter of credit, a bond, or guaranty by the com-
pany.” This amount will be determined by an agreed-upon 
engineer’s estimation of the decommissioning cost, with 10 
percent contingency added. The value of salvaged materials 

Creating care
Cub Scout families at Bluff-

ton-Harrison Elementary 
PTO Pack 3149 created felt 
tie blankets at their Novem-
ber pack meeting. The blan-
kets were then delivered to 
grateful residents at Chris-
tian Care nursing home in 

Bluffton.

At right, Steven Higgins 
(left) helped Scout families 
tie blankets at the Novem-

ber meeting. (Photos by 
Sydney Kent)

Lining the sewer lines
Crews from Inliner Solutions of Orleans, Ind., were at work on Bluffton’s near east side Wednesday work-
ing on lining the city’s sanitary sewer lines as part of the city’s infrastructure improvement project. Pictured 
is the work at the intersection of Elm and Bennett streets, just south of Pickett’s Run Park. The work on the 
sewer lines is to prevent inflow and infiltration, the term used for groundwater getting into sanitary sewer 
lines and flowing into the city’s wastewater treatment plant. (Photo by Dave Schultz)

By HOLLY GASKILL
In a special session Wednesday 

evening, the Wells County Health 
Department Board unanimously 
voted to begin the removal process 
for Health Officer Dr. Kay John-
son. 

The decision followed an hour-
long executive session. Three rea-
sons for the session were cited as 
the initiation of litigation or judi-

cial action, discussion of classi-
fied records, and discussion of an 
employee’s job performance.

Board members Chris Ester-
ling, Steve Bales, Molly Hoag, Dr. 
Mary Donley, and Ann McNabb 
were present in person and voted 
to move forward with the process. 
Board member Tom Longenberger 
joined the meeting via phone call 
and was not permitted to vote. 

There was no discussion. In 
making a motion, Bales sim-
ply referenced the conversation 
had during the executive session. 
McNabb seconded, all voted in 
favor, and the meeting adjourned.

County Attorney Ted Storer 
and Esterling, who serves as board 
president, declined to comment, 
citing that it was an ongoing per-
sonnel matter. Storer referenced 

Indiana Code 16-20-1-28 for 
grounds for the removal. 

The code states a local health 
officer may be removed for one 
of three reasons: failure to per-
form the statutory duties, failure 
to enforce state rules, and “other 
good cause.”

Also required by the statute, the 
health officer is entitled to an open 
hearing and legal representation 

with notice of at least five days.
Johnson has held the position 

since 2010. She was most recently 
re-appointed to a four-year term in 
2022. 

Should the board continue with 
Johnson’s removal, the board 
will begin the process to appoint 
a new health officer. Storer did 
state, however, that it is “sub-

Removal initiated for Health Department Officer

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

By SYDNEY KENT
A man from Marion is fac-

ing three separate cases of sexual 
misconduct with a minor, a Level 
5 felony, in three counties through-
out the state. One case was filed in 
Wells County earlier this year.

Donell Julian Dixon, 22, was 
charged in the Wells County case 
in March, according to a probable 
cause affidavit. A 15-year-old girl 
told a Child First Interviewer she 
had “blah blah blah”, later clari-
fied as consensual sex, with Dixon 
on multiple occasions in June and 
July of last year. She reported that 
she eventually stopped contacting 
Dixon after she realized she made 
a “bad choice.”

A friend of the victim reported 
that Dixon would pick the pair up 
in his Jeep and drive to various 
locations in Bluffton. Dixon would 
reportedly perform sexual acts 
in the vehicle with the victim in 
front of her friend, who was also 
15-years-old.

Police were able to identify 
Dixon due to the fact that he listed 
his child’s last name on his Ins-
tagram account. The name was 
cross-referenced in the Depart-
ment of Child Services database 

by a Family Case Manager, which 
then revealed Dixon as the father.

The state of Indiana took issue 
with the possibility of reinstating 
Dixon’s bond in the matter during 
his bail review hearing last week 
in the Wells Circuit Court. The 
court ultimately decided to rein-
state Dixon’s bond at an elevated 
amount due to the cases through-
out the state.

The charge dates for the addi-
tional two cases, or the dates the 
crimes were committed, were in 
June and July of 2022. In both 
cases, the victim was 15 years of 
age and began communication 
with Dixon through Snapchat.

In February of 2022, the Grant 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
responded to a report of a domes-
tic battery that reportedly occurred 
between Dixon and his girlfriend. 
The woman, identified as Lindsey 
A. Wampner, reported that the two 
were “play fighting” while Dixon 
held their child. Wampner told 
police things got out of hand and 
she hit Dixon back before taking 
the child away.

Dixon told police Wampner 
believed he was messaging other 

Man faces three sexual 
misconduct cases

(Continued on Page 2)
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Paddlefish Solar

Weather
Thursday, December 7, 2023

(24-hour observations at 9:10 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 41; Low: 28; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.22  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 51. Southwest 

wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 38. Southwest 

wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph. 
Friday: Partly sunny, with a high near 55. Southwest 

wind 15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph. 
Friday Night: A 40 percent chance of showers after 1 

a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 46. South wind 15 to 
20 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Saturday: Showers likely. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 59. Breezy. Chance of precipitation is 70 percent. New 
precipitation amounts between a tenth and quarter of an inch 
possible. 

Saturday Night: Showers, mainly before 1 a.m. Low 
around 34. Breezy. Chance of precipitation is 80 percent.

Sunday: A chance of rain showers before 1 p.m., then a 
slight chance of rain and snow showers. Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 40. Chance of precipitation is 30 percent.

Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 25.
Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 40.
Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 28.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 44.
Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 26.
Wednesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 40.
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7824 Bluffton Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN

Amy & Tracy Houtz  
260-227-2145

will be deducted from the total.
This security amount will be 

returned to the company when it gives 
satisfactory plans for decommission-
ing. Should Paddlefish fail to remove 
the equipment, Wells County is given 
the right to salvage product compo-
nents for their worth. 

Due to the heavy machinery travel-
ing on county roads, the parties also 
reached a road use agreement to cover 
repair costs. In it, Paddlefish Solar 
agreed to pay ranging from $35K to 
$275K per mile depending on the 
road’s repair cost. Additional funds 
will be allocated for any drainage and 
small structure damage. 

The company will also provide 
security between $2-5 million for these 
costs.

Paddlefish Solar has provided a list 
of roads they may use for the project 
but has not solidified their specific 

plans. The road use agreement, Kline 
noted, was required before their sub-
mission of a development plan to the 
Area Plan Commission.

Commissioner Jeff Stringer then 
asked if there would be an opportu-
nity to review the road list with emer-
gency services prior to its finalization. 
“I think the intention was that, once 
the roads were identified they want-
ed to have some discussions,” Kline 
explained.

Before the project begins, all com-
ponents will be assessed to establish 
the baseline for repairs and reparation.

Additionally, if a major event stopped 
energy production, Paddlefish Solar 
would have until the end of 12 months 
to restart operations before the threat of 
decommissioning. Documents state that 
at the end of that period, the company 
will be responsible for proving they 
would be “substantially operational” 
within another year. If the county finds 

this unsatisfactory, decommissioning 
must begin within six months. Major 
events, as outlined in the documents, 
are related to natural disasters, war, civil 
unrest, vandalism, strikes or labor issues, 
among other related items.

No one from the public commented 
on the matter. 

“I think it covers all our questions 
and all of our risks,” Stringer conclud-
ed. However, Stringer again empha-
sized they would negotiate the roads 
used. “Communicated will be key,” 
Commissioner Blake Gerber added. 

Last December, Paddlefish Solar 
was granted a 10-year total tax abate-
ment by the Wells County Council for 
the project, with the promise of at least 
$8.5 million in economic development 
payments and a total investment of at 
least $250 million. They have since 
opened a Bluffton office located at 201 
W. Market St. in Suite 3. 

holly@news-banner.com

ject to a veto power by the 
Board of Commissioners, 
but the Board of Com-
missioners doesn’t select, 
(they) can only approve the 
appointment by the Board of 
Health.”

In an Aug. 27 press 
release from the commis-
sioners, they specifically 
cited Johnson’s leadership as 
a contributing factor in their 
decision to reject available 
funds through the Health 
First Indiana program.

The statement read: 

“Since the added atten-
tion and stressors brought 
on by the Covid pandemic 
that began in 2020, con-
cerns about the state of 
the Wells County Depart-
ment of Health have only 
increased. Specifically, 
county officials have con-
tinued to field concerns 
about the department’s 
management, or rather the 
lack thereof, by the County 
Health Officer, Dr. Kay 
Johnson.”

The item was also 
broached by Commis-

sioner Jeff Stringer during 
the health board’s meeting 
on Aug. 16, after repeat-
ed communication lapses 
caused by Johnson joining 
by phone. “This isn’t the 
first time we’ve had that 
lack of leadership,” String-
er said at the time.  

Johnson continued to cite 
the lack of support and com-
munication from the com-
missioners as an issue. 

The Wells County Health 
Department has been with 
half its full-time staff since 
July of this year when the 

deputy administrator and 
septic environmental spe-
cialist resigned. Since then, 
it has also had a turnover in 
another part-time position. 
Molly Hoag, who retired 
from the administrator role 
in 2022, returned as an 
interim in July to help the 
department get back on its 
feet, but hiring has remained 
a struggle.

The next regular board 
meeting is at 6:30 a.m. on 
Dec. 21 in the meeting room 
of the Wells County Annex.

holly@news-banner.com

women and slapped him on the arm, 
to which he responded by going to 
hold their child. Dixon reported that 
Wampner continued to slap him and 
ordered him to give her their baby. He 

then admitted that he punched her in 
the right arm and she took the child 
to the next room. Both Wampner and 
Dixon were charged with domestic bat-
tery in the presence of a child, a Level 6 
felony. All cases are currently pending.

Dixon is scheduled for a pretrial 
conference in the Wells County case 
at 1 p.m. Feb. 21 in the Wells Circuit 
Court.

sydney@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Health Department

Marion man

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Four Russian men accused 
of torturing an Ameri-
can during the invasion of 
Ukraine have been charged 
with war crimes in a first-
of-its-kind case, the Justice 
Department announced on 
Wednesday.

It is the first prosecution 
against members of the Rus-
sian armed forces in con-
nection with atrocities dur-
ing Moscow’s war against 
Ukraine and it is the first 
time the Justice Department 
has brought charges under 
a nearly 30-year-old statute 
that makes it a crime to sub-
ject an American to torture 
or inhumane treatment dur-
ing a war.

The charges are largely 
symbolic for now, given the 
unlikely prospects of the 
department bringing any of 
the four defendants, who 
are fugitives, into custody. 
But U.S. officials described 
the case as a history-mak-
ing moment in their inves-
tigation into Russian war 
crimes. More charges could 
be coming.

“This is our first, and you 
should expect more,” Attor-
ney General General Mer-
rick Garland said at a news 
conference.

He said the American 
people and their government 
have a long memory. “We 
will not forget the atroci-
ties in Ukraine. And we will 
never stop working to bring 
those responsible to justice,” 
the nation’s top law enforce-
ment official said.

The four Russians are 
identified as members of 
the Russian armed forces 
or its proxy units. Two are 
described as commanding 
officers.

The  Russ i ans  a re 
accused of kidnapping an 
American man from his 
home in a Ukrainian vil-

lage in 2022. The American 
was beaten and interrogated 
while being held for 10 
days at a Russian military 
compound, before eventu-
ally being evacuated with 
his wife, who’s Ukrainian, 
U.S. authorities said.

The American told fed-
eral agents who had trav-
eled to Ukraine last year as 
part of an investigation that 
the Russian soldiers had 
abducted him, stripped him 
naked, pointed a gun at his 
head and badly beaten him, 
Homeland Security Secre-
tary Alejandro Mayorkas 
said.

He was also subjected to 
harsh interrogation meth-
ods, threatened with sexual 
assault and forced to partici-
pate in his own mock execu-
tion, according to a five-
count indictment unsealed 
Wednesday in the Eastern 
District of Virginia.

“The evidence gathered 
by our agents speaks to the 
brutality, criminality, and 
depravity of Russia’s inva-
sion,” Mayorkas said.

Homeland Security and 
FBI investigators inter-
viewed the American, his 
family and others who 
were around the village of 
Mylove around the time of 
the kidnapping to identify 
the four Russians, Mayorkas 
said.

“Cases like this one are 
among the most complex 
the FBI works, but bringing 
them is essential to deter-
ring crimes like these and 
showing would-be perpetra-
tors that no one is above the 
law and the war crimes will 
not go unpunished,” FBI 
Director Christopher Wray 
said.

Garland has been out-
spoken on war crimes in 
Ukraine since Russia’s inva-
sion in February 2022, and 
his department assigned 

federal prosecutors to exam-
ine the potential of bringing 
criminal charges.

Independent human 
rights experts backed by the 
United Nations have said 
they have found contin-
ued evidence of war crimes 
committed by Russian forc-
es, including torture that 
ended in the rape and death 
of women up to age 83.

The International Crimi-
nal Court issued an arrest 
warrant for Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin in 
March for war crimes, 
accusing him of personal 
responsibility for the abduc-
tions of children from 
Ukraine.

Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said Russia 
does not recognize the ICC 
and considers its decisions 
“legally void.” He called the 
court’s move “outrageous 
and unacceptable.”

The United States is not a 
member of the ICC, but the 
Justice Department has been 
cooperating with it and sup-
porting Ukrainian prosecu-
tors as they carry out their 
own war crime investiga-
tions.

The four defendants are 
identified as Suren Seira-
novich Mkrtchyan and Dmi-
try Budnik, both of whom 
are described by prosecutors 
as commanding officers in 
Russia’s armed forces, as 
well as two lower-ranking 
officers identified only by 
their first names.

All four were fighting 
on behalf of Russia in its 
war against Ukraine and 
are identified in the indict-
ment as either members of 
the armed forces or mili-
tary units from the Donestk 
People’s Republic. After 
invading Ukraine, Moscow 
in September 2022 ille-
gally annexed parts of the 
Donetsk region and three 

other Ukrainian regions 
under its control as part of 
Russia.

The U.S. and Russia do 
not have an extradition trea-
ty, but the Justice Depart-
ment has brought repeated 
criminal cases against Rus-
sian nationals, most notably 
for cyber crimes and includ-
ing for interference in the 
2016 presidential election. 
In some of those cases, the 
defendants have been taken 
into custody by Ameri-
can officials, such as when 
they’ve traveled outside 
Russia.

The charges come as 
the Biden administration 
is pressing Congress to 
approve more military aid 
for Ukraine’s war effort. 
President Joe Biden said it 
was “stunning” that law-
makers have yet to approve 
tens of billions of dollars in 
military and economic assis-
tance for Ukraine. Failure to 
act, he said from the White 
House, would be “gift” to 
Putin.

The pres ident  has 
requested nearly $106 bil-
lion to fund the wars in 
Ukraine and Israel and to 
meet other security needs. 
Some Republicans have 
grown tired of providing 
support to Ukraine after the 
U.S. has already sent $111 
billion, and other GOP law-
makers are insisting on stiff 
changes to U.S. border pol-
icy as a condition of voting 
for the package.

The U.S. is expected 
to announce a $175 mil-
lion package of military 
aid to Ukraine on Wednes-
day. The Pentagon has said 
there is about $1.1 billion 
left in funding to replen-
ish U.S. military stockpiles 
for weapons and equipment 
sent to Ukraine and roughly 
$4.8 billion in drawdown 
authority still available.

U.S. files war crime charges against Russian men 
The four men are accused of torturing an American during the Ukraine invasion

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Three people were fatally shot 
Wednesday and a fourth person was critically wounded 
in an attack on the University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
campus, police said. The suspected shooter also was 
found dead.

The attack just before noon sent police swarming onto 
the campus, which is just a couple of miles from the world-
famous Las Vegas Strip while students barricaded them-
selves in classrooms. Authorities gave the all-clear about 40 
minutes after the first report of an active shooter.

Police haven’t released the identity of the shooter or the 
motive for the attack. The shootings took place in a city still 
scarred by an October 2017 attack by a gunman at the Man-
dalay Bay casino that killed 60 people and wounded hun-
dreds more.

Police said in a post on X, formerly Twitter, that three 
people were killed and a fourth person was in critical con-
dition at a hospital. Authorities didn’t immediately provide 
additional information but planned to give further updates at 
a news conference scheduled for 5 p.m. PT.

Alerts went out across the campus after callers reported 
an active shooter to police at 11:45 a.m. Wednesday, said 
Adam Garcia, a university police official. He said officers 
found and “engaged” a suspect, who is now dead. It was not 
immediately clear how the suspect died.

Students and professors on the campus of 30,000 barri-
caded themselves inside classrooms and dorm rooms.

Student John Harris heard what he later realized was 
a gunshot as he was getting out of his car in the parking 
garage of an on-campus apartment complex. In the eleva-
tor, Harris said he got an emergency text alert text from the 
university.

“I wasn’t sure what to believe,” said Harris, 21, who 
ended up sheltering at a friend’s dorm. “But as I came down 
to the street, and I saw there were a bunch of cops in the 
parking lot at the student union, I knew what I heard was a 
gunshot and this wasn’t a drill.”

Professor Kevaney Martin took cover under a desk in 
her classroom, where another faculty member and three stu-
dents took shelter with her.

“It was terrifying, I can’t even begin to explain,” Matin 
said. “I was trying to hold it together for my students, and 
trying not to cry, but the emotions are something I never 
want to experience again.”

Martin said she was texting friends and loved ones, hop-
ing to receive word a suspect had been detained. When 
another professor came to the room and told everyone to 
evacuate, they joined dozens of others rushing out of the 
building. Martin had her students piled into her car and 
drove them off campus.

“Once we got away from UNLV, we parked and sat in 
silence,” she said. “Nobody said a word. We were in utter 
shock.”

The university said on X that the shooter was at the 
Beam Hall, Frank and Estella Building, home of UNLV’s 
Lee Business School, and that police were responding to an 
additional report of shots fired at the nearby student union.

Las Vegas police posted on X that a suspect “has been 
located and is deceased” about 40 minutes after the initial 
alert was posted.

3 killed, shooter found 
dead in University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas attack

 TELL US WHAT YOU THINK! www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner



By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Does Indiana’s near-total 
abortion ban violate some 
Hoosiers’ religious free-
dom? That question was at 
the heart of debate Wednes-
day in the Indiana Court of 
Appeals, where lawyers 
for the state maintained it’s 
incumbent on the govern-
ment to protect “unborn 
children,” starting at the 
point an egg is fertilized.

The latest arguments 
over the new abortion 
restrictions stem from a 
class action lawsuit filed 
by the American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Indiana in 
September 2022 on behalf 
of Hoosier Jews for Choice, 
as well as a group of anony-
mous women who represent 
a variety of faiths. 

The lawsuit argues 
that the new abortion law 
infringes on their religious 
beliefs and therefore vio-
lates Indiana’s Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act.

State overreach 
vs. obligation

For a RFRA challenge to 
be successful, the plaintiffs 
must prove their beliefs are 
religious — not philosophi-
cal — and “sincerely held,” 
as well as that the law is 
burdensome. The burden 
then turns to the state, which 
must show it has a pub-
lic interest that a religious 
exemption would under-
mine.

Ken Falk, ACLU of Indi-
ana’s legal director, argued 
in court that the plaintiffs 
have been “pressured” to 
change their sexual behavior 
in order to not get pregnant. 
He said they fear they will 
not be able to get an abor-
tion — even though their 
religious beliefs “tell (them) 
to obtain an abortion,” if it’s 
in the best interest of the 
woman’s physical and men-
tal health.

“They have taken steps 
today, solely because of this 
statute, solely because of 
their religious beliefs,” Falk 
said. “That’s an incredible 
burden on the human expe-
rience.”

He additionally noted 
lawmakers included some 
exceptions to the abortion 
ban — like those for rape, 
incest and in-vitro fertiliza-
tion — and held that carveo-
uts for religious beliefs are 
necessary, as well.

“I think what RFRA tells 
us is that if you are imping-
ing in a substantial way on 
religious rights, you have 
to have a compelling inter-
est and there simply is no 
compelling interest not to 
allow this religious exemp-
tion, particularly given the 

other exemptions in the 
law,” he said. “I think the 
problem here is simply that 
the state is not recogniz-
ing that RFRA imposes the 
highest burden upon it, and 
it simply cannot meet this 
burden.”

“For Indiana to say, 
yes, we recognize secu-
lar exemptions, we recog-
nize rape, incest, embryos 
destroyed in in vitro — we 
recognize all those secular 
exceptions, but we’re not 
going to recognize the reli-
gious exception, then what 
do we have RFRA for?” 
Falk continued. “We have 
RFRA to remind govern-
ment that they have to honor 
religion, except in the most 
extreme circumstances.”

Judges question
 exceptions

James Barta, solicitor 
general at the Indiana Attor-
ney General’s Office, dis-
agreed. He told the justices 
that protections for unborn 
children “have nothing to do 
with any particular religious 
significance.”

He said exceptions for 
in vitro, for example, show 
“there are sometimes other 
interests that may affect 
how the state regulates the 
procedure.”

“I think there’s a differ-
ence in the intent behind, are 
you trying to intentionally 
terminate an unborn child, 
or is that a byproduct of 
undertaking a different med-
ical procedure,” Barta said.

But the justices pushed 
back.

“But you are, in incest 
and rape situations, taking 
the life, in your argument, 
of an unborn child. Why 
did the state put those in the 
statute?” asked Judge Lean-
na Weissmann. Judge Mark 
Bailey additionally asked 
why religious exemptions 
weren’t similarly “compel-
ling.” 

“I think those exceptions 
simply reflect that the legis-
lature recognized that there 
are some difficult, ethical 

and moral imperatives when 
you have a pregnancy that 
is the product of rape or 
incest,” Barta responded.

He maintained the state 
indeed has an obligation to 
protect an unborn child “at 
all stages of development.” 
He said Hoosier’s religious 
beliefs are “important,” but 
that the state may substan-
tially burden those beliefs to 
achieve a “compelling inter-
est,” like “protecting life.”

“Once fer t i l iza t ion 
occurs, you have a new 
organism … and there have 
been many ethicists of a 
variety of backgrounds — 
some religious, some not 
— that have articulated ethi-
cal and moral justifications 
for protecting it from that 
point,” he said. 

Barta cited two Indiana 
Supreme Court rulings. 
In Cheaney v. Indiana — 
a case that dates back to 
1972 — there is “a valid 
interest to project potential 
life from the moment of 
conception,” Barta said. He 
also directed the justices to 
the state supreme court’s 
recent Planned Parenthood 
et al. decision. Barta said 
that ruling “recognized that 
the legislature is entitled 
to make the judgment that 
personhood begins at con-
ception.”

What happens next?
It’s now up to the Court 

of Appeals to decide wheth-
er a narrow injunction that 
was previously issued in the 
case has legal standing.

A Marion County judge 
ruled last year the ban like-
ly violates RFRA. Judge 
Heather Welch’s narrow 
injunction grants a tem-
porary religious exemp-
tion from the state’s abor-
tion ban. Even so, it’s been 
mired in confusion about 
who it protects.

That’s because the case 
initially involved only a 
handful of plaintiffs, and 
Welch granted the injunc-
tion to those plaintiffs 
before the case was certified 

as a class-action suit earlier 
this summer.

The state tried to appeal 
the injunction directly to 
the Indiana Supreme Court, 
which denied the direct 
appeal.

Instead, the case is now 
going through the normal 
appeals process, which 
included Wednesday’s 
hearing before a three-
judge panel of the Court of 
Appeals.

Following the panel’s 
ruling, the case is likely 
to be appealed to the state 
Supreme Court — a lengthy 
process that could take 
months before a final deci-
sion is made in the lawsuit.

Since the law’s passage, 
the Indiana Supreme Court 
ruled in a separate lawsuit 
that the ban does not vio-
late the state constitution, 
overturning a preliminary 
injunction and putting the 
restrictions into effect. 
The state’s highest court 
later denied a request for a 
rehearing.

The ban outlaws all abor-
tions except in the case of a 
fatal fetal anomaly and cases 
of serious health risk to the 
mother. One part of the law 
says these exceptions are up 
to 20 weeks but another part 
says they can be used any-
time. Rape survivors can get 
an abortion up to 10 weeks 
post-fertilization.

It also strips abortion 
clinics of their state medical 
licenses, and provides that 
only hospitals and hospital-
owned ambulatory surgical 
centers can provide abor-
tions.

But medical providers 
across the state have already 
stopped providing abortion 
care services altogether. 
Patients are instead being 
referred to clinics outside 
the state.

In November, the ACLU 
filed an amended complaint 
challenging the law on 
behalf of abortion providers. 
A bench trial in the case is 
scheduled for May 2024.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-

ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include 
the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of 
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of 
calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling 
arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, 
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person, 
there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will 
coordinate obituary publication.

Police NotebookCaitlin N. Williams, 35
Caitlin N. Williams, 35, of Mar-

kle, passed away Sunday after-
noon Dec. 3 2023 at her home. 
Caitlin was a 2007 graduate of 
Bluffton High School. 

She was an avid animal lover 
and especially loved her cats. Cait-
lin loved to read and learn about 
history. She was such a sweet and 
loving girl that accepted everyone 
as they were.

Caitlin was born Oct. 8, 1988, 
a daughter of name of Tim and 
Dawn (Hartup) Williams.

Survivors include her parents,  Tim and Dawn Wil-
liams of Markle; maternal grandmother, Patricia Basen 
of S.C.; paternal grandmother, Eileen Cook of Markle; 
and two aunts, April (Jeff) Schwartz of S.C. and Sheri 
(Don) Smith of Columbia City.

She was preceded in death by her maternal grandfa-
ther, Donald Basen and paternal grandfather, William 
Williams.

There will be no public services at this time.
Memorial donations can be made out to Helping 

Paws Pet Haven sent in care of Myers Funeral Home, 
P.O. Box 403, Markle, IN 46770.

To sign Caitlin’s on-line guest registry visit www.
myersfuneralhomes.com.

Merlin Zurcher, 92
Merlin D. Zurcher, 92, of Berne, passed away early 

Tuesday morning, Dec. 5, 2023, at Swiss Village.
He was born on Aug. 13, 1931in Adams County, to 

Christian F. and Martha (Ebnit) Zurcher.	  
Merlin served his country in the U.S. Army during 

the Korean War as a medic. He fulfilled his duty as a 
conscientious objector of which he was very proud. He 
spent his time overseas at the 28th General Hospital in 
Chapeau, France before being honorably discharged.

On May 14, 1955, he married Leah M. Andrews in 
Berne, and she preceded him in death on Nov. 16, 2021.  

He was a member of First Church of the Nazarene 
in Berne. Merlin was a longtime janitor for the church. 
Additionally, he also served the church as an usher, 
song leader, Sunday school superintendent, and former 
member of church board.

Merlin worked in furniture production at Dunbar 
Furniture in Berne. Following the closing of Dunbar 
Furniture, he was employed at EP Graphics until he 
retired — at 80+ years old!

Helpful, humble, hardworking and meticulous were 
all words used to describe Merlin. Merlin enjoyed 
gardening and sharing in the success of his garden. He 
was known for collecting apples from his trees, taking 
them to be made into cider, and sharing the cider with 
as many people as possible. He was a faithful servant 
to the Lord throughout his life.  

He is survived by three daughters, Beth (Roger) Reeve 
of New Haven, Pam Zurcher of Berne, and Gail Fogwell 
of Decatur; son, Daniel Zurcher of Swayzee; two sisters-
in-law, Evelyn Zurcher of Rockford, Ohio, and Marjorie 
Zurcher of Berne; nine grandchildren, Chris Reeve, 
Andrew Reeve, Jared Reeve, Jenn Reeve, Katie Fogwell, 
Ben Schneider, Barb Schneider – Schulty, Mark Schneider, 
and Jordan Zurcher; and 11 great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death a son, Kevin Zurcher; five 
sisters, Berniece Davidson, Iva Williams, Irene Fox, 
Evelyn Yohe and Delores Hirschy; two brothers, Marvin 
Zurcher and Raymond Zurcher; son-in-law: Leroy 
Fogwell; and daughter-in-law, Kathy Zurcher.

Funeral services for Merlin will be held at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, 2023, at the First Church of 
the Nazarene, 604 Sprunger St. in Berne with Pastor 
Matthew Phillips officiating. Burial will follow at MRE 
Cemetery in Berne.

Family and friends will be received from 3-7 p.m. on 
Friday, Dec. 8, 2023, at Zwick & Jahn Funeral Home, 
Yager Kirchhofer Chapel in Berne and one hour prior to 
services Saturday at the church.

Preferred memorials can be made to Berne First 
Church of the Nazarene World Evangelism Fund; 
Gideon’s International; or Swiss Village – Dementia Unit.

Arrangements are by Zwick and Jahn Funeral Homes, 
Yager-Kirchhofer Chapel of Berne, Indiana.

Madelyn Reineck, 93
Madelyn Reineck, 93, of Bluffton, died Wednesday 

morning, Dec. 6, 2023, at Christian Care Retirement 
Community.

Madelyn was born in Bluffton on Dec. 16, 1929, to 
Gerald and Lucile (McCleery) Moon. She married Dale L. 
Reineck in Bluffton on Feb. 20, 1949. Dale preceded her 
in death on Mar. 18, 2006.

Survivors include a daughter, Judy (Jack) Girod of 
Bluffton; two sons, Jake (Teresa) Reineck of Bluffton 
and Kit (Deb) Reineck of Liberty Center; along with 13 
grandchildren, 29 great-grandchildren, and four great-
great-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents and husband, Madelyn was 
preceded in death by two brothers, Robert Moon and 
John “Jack” Moon.

Visitation will be Friday, Dec. 8, 2023, from 11:00 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m., at Goodwin – Cale & Harnish 
Memorial Chapel in Bluffton, followed immediately by a 
funeral service at 2:00 PM. Pastor Zach Ruble will offici-
ate. Burial will follow at Six Mile Cemetery in Bluffton.

Online condolences may be made at www.goodwin-
caleharnish.com.
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INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 3:09 p.m., 

Christian New Light Church. 
Caller reported someone 
possibly burning trash.

Tuesday, 4:03 p.m., 
Lowes Home Improvement. 
Driver cited for speeding.

Tuesday, 4:14 p.m., 80 
block of Sunset Drive. Caller 
requested welfare check for 
3 month old baby.

Tuesday, 7:04 p.m., 
Walmart Supercenter. Report 
of vehicle with scratch, pos-
sibly struck by shopping 
cart in the parking lot. Video 
footage pending review.

Tuesday, 8:20 p.m., Prax-
is. Officer checked item on 
bench.

Tuesday, 9:57 p.m., 
Walmart. Report of a parking 
problem with semi trucks.

Wednesday, 12:17 a.m., 
1300 block of West South 
Street. Caller reported hear-
ing noises in back of resi-
dence.

Wednesday, 7:12 a.m., 
South Adams and West 
Cherry streets. Officer assist-
ed driver with directions.

Wednesday, 8:30 a.m., 100 
block of North Oak Street. 
Report of a vehicle parked on 
street despite tenants no lon-
ger living at location.

Wednesday, 11:07 a.m., 
Family Ford. Report of a lost 
tire from a truck that hit a 
bus. No injuries.

County:
Monday, 1:04 p.m., Wells 

County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. Subject reported 
fraudulent accounts opened 
in his name through AT&T.

Monday, 3:19 p.m., North 
100 East and 300 North, 
Bluffton. Officer tagged an 
abandoned vehicle.

Monday, 3:36 p.m., 
Angelas Grooming. Report 
of a boy in the front seat of a 
two door vehicle with no car 
seat, under two years old.

Monday, 6:08 p.m., Ind. 3 
and West 1000 South, War-
ren. Subject attempted to 
make a u-turn across from 
his residence and became 
stuck in ditch. Vehicle 
removed from ditch.

Tuesday, 5:43 a.m., 3600 
East 300 North, Bluffton. 
Car versus deer. Driver 

decided to drive vehicle 
against officer advice.

Tuesday, 10:31 a.m., 2700 
West 1100 South, Keystone. 
Caller reported domestic dis-
turbance, woman threatened 
to kill man and hit him with 
multiple items. Shu Berg-
man arrested for domestic 
battery, a Class A misde-
meanor.

Tuesday, 12:37 p.m., 
7300 North 400 West, Mar-
kle. Caller reported scam via 
phone call by subject who 
attempted to get the caller to 
purchase gift cards.

Tuesday, 9:55 p.m., Lowes 
Home Improvement. Subject 
requested officer follower 
home for safety reasons.

Ossian:
Monday, 10:35 p.m., 

Ossian Town Hall. Subject 
reported issue with stolen 
vehicle.

ACCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 1:26 p.m., North 

Wayne and East Cherry 
streets. Ashley Mayne was 
driving South on North 
Wayne Street as Kaden 
Simpson was driving North. 

Mayne’s Chrysler Town 
and Country struck Kaden 
Simpson’s Mazda Mx-5 on 
the passenger side as Simp-
son failed to yield the right 
of way. Damages did not 
exceed $10,000.

ARRESTS
Christen Michael Alan 

Ford, 24, Bluffton, posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
a Level 5 felony, and pos-
session of paraphernalia, a 
Class A misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $11,500.

Shu Bergman, 60, Key-
stone, domestic battery, a 
Class A misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $25,000.

Timothy Leon Davis, 
57, Montpelier, operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated 
— endangerment, a Class A 
Misdemeanor, and operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated, a 
Class C misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $1,500.

Dylan Ryan Thrash, 24, 
Muncie, dealing marijuana, 
a Class A misdemeanor, pos-
session of marijuana, a Class 
B misdemeanor, and pos-
session of paraphernalia, a 
Class C misdemeanor.

American Legion to host breakfast
The American Legion Post 111 will host its monthly 

breakfast all-you-can-eat buffet from 8-10 a.m. Saturday 
Dec. 9, 111 W. Washington St. in Bluffton. The breakfast 
will cost $11 for adults, $5 for children 12 years-old and 
younger, and free for children under 5 year-old.

Indiana attorneys debate overreach, obligation 
to ‘protect unborn’ in latest abortion ban hearing
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Christmas golden corn weevils
In Christmas’s month, 

golden corn kernels sup-
plied for hungry deer 
tended to be dropped in a 
more generous quantity. 
After all, even Angelkeep 
critters deserve a blessed Christmas-
time. 

They arrive more frequently since 
farm fields no longer hold a harvest 
crop. Angelkeep took advantage of 
the ravenous need of the whitetail 
deer population and converted them 
mentally to reindeer through the 
Christmas season. Of course any 
antlered buck received the fondness 
and photography attempts seasonally 
associated with Dasher and Dancer 
and Prancer and Vixen, and the rest.

It arrived in previous years, but for 
unaccountable reasons, one Decem-
ber insect had never been highlighted 
by Angelkeep Journals. It may be 
because the name itself came with 
some negative connotations. Christ-
mastime supposedly should be antici-
pation of all things likened to sugar 
plums. Hot wassail and traditional 
figgy pudding, flaming with a cer-
emonial fire, encouraged the joy and 
anticipation of the season.

Thus, while much heraldry and 
anticipatory caroling took place, who 
wanted to hear about the pre-Christ-
mas appearance of corn weevil?

Corn weevil certainly never made 
any top-ten list of holiday delights. 
Yet, as traditional as Christmas trees 
appeared in the Box-Mart shop-
ping aisles in October, corn weevils 
appeared in bags of corn kernels pur-
chased in bulk for all Angelkeep crit-
ters choosing to visit and dine. Some 
flew in for a meal, others walked. A 
very few swam toward the drop spot 
and climbed out of Angelpond for 
corn kernels.

This holiday season proved that 

corn weevil was 
here to stay as 
a holiday time 
occurrence. Too 
many to count 
scurried across 
the last handful of 
kernels dumped 
from a gallon tin 
can onto the top of the deers’ salt 
block. The golden color of the corn 
kernels created a striking background 
for the scampering weevils shooting 
forth in every direction giving their 
own impression of the spokes of a 
snowflake, or, excuse the correlation, 
the rays from the Star of Bethlehem.

Impressions of the corn weevil, 
also known as the maize weevil, 
improved little once a close-up photo-
graph was enlarged.

Corn weevils infested field crops 
as well as stored grain. It did so with 
a variety of grains. It also infested 
processed foods such as pasta. It’s the 
reason Angelkeep didn’t purchase its 
pasta in 400 pound quantities of fifty-
pound bags as done with deer corn.

Weevils averaged only about 
one-eighth of an inch in length. The 
length of a weevil largely depended 
on the grain eaten. Corn weevils grew 
a silly millimeter longer than a rice 
weevil.

In sticking with Christmas spirit, 
the maize weevil, predominately 
brown, had four reddish-brown spots 
on the wing covers (elytra), however 
displayed no Christmas green. Like 
all insects it’s comprised of a head, 
thorax, and abdomen, plus six legs. 
The smallest component, its head, 
included a proboscis appendage that 

might turn the stomach of any Christ-
mas figgy pudding eater.

The snout of the corn weevil mea-
sured three to four times the length 
of the rest of the head giving it a size 
ration of snout-to-head greater than 
that of the trunk-to-head appendage 
of an elephant’s head.

Now a large elephant ear food 
with all its sugary and cinnamon fla-
vor endeared many a sweets’ lover. 
The very idea of a sugary weevil 
snout confection had yet to make 
any Christmas breakfast buffet table. 
Perhaps this held true because with 
a profile view of maize weevil the 
head and snout resemble a toilet bowl 
plunger. 

Due to research for this Angelkeep 
Journals’ column piece, Angelkeep 
no longer considered one option on 
the Christmas breakfast buffet, that of 
Frosted Corn Flakes.

Now don’t even get Angelkeep 
started on maize weevils geniculate 
antennae. That meant its antennae 
have elbows. Why did any insect 
need elbows on antennae? That’s just 
wrong.

So, there you have it. Corn weevil 
finally received its due recognition as 
a steady regular visitor of Angelkeep. 
It wasn’t pretty, the weevil, it’s down-
right ugly. Angelkeep’s cornbread 
dressing recipe was moved to the rear 
of the recipe box.

As News-Banner teacher writers 
say, here’s the thing, as certain as 
cookies left out for Santa will disap-
pear before Christmas morning, just 
as surely corn weevil will reappear 
every year-end holiday season.

“Are you quite absolutely and 
unreservedly sure that is a raisin in 
that oatmeal cookie?”

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

By The Associated Press
Today is Thursday, Dec. 

7, the 341st day of 2023. 
There are 24 days left in the 
year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On Dec. 7, 1941, the 
Empire of Japan launched 
an air raid on the U.S. Navy 
base at Pearl Harbor in 
Hawaii as well as targets in 
Malaya, Hong Kong, Guam, 
the Philippines and Wake 
Island; the United States 
declared war against Japan 
the next day.

On this date:
In 1787, Delaware 

became the first state to rati-
fy the U.S. Constitution.

In 1796, electors chose 
John Adams to be the sec-
ond president of the United 
States.

In 1917, during World 
War I, the United States 
declared war on Austria-
Hungary.

In 1963, during the 
Army-Navy game, video-
taped instant replay was 
used for the first time in a 
live sports telecast.

In 1972, America’s last 
moon mission to date was 
launched as Apollo 17 blast-
ed off from Cape Canaveral.

In 1982, convicted mur-
derer Charlie Brooks Jr. 
became the first U.S. prison-
er to be executed by injec-
tion, at a prison in Hunts-
ville, Texas.

In 1988, a major earth-
quake in the Soviet Union 
devastated northern Arme-
nia; official estimates put the 
death toll at 25-thousand.

Will Congress ever stop flirting 
with government shutdowns?
Back in mid-November, when 

President Biden signed the latest stop-
gap funding bill to keep the govern-
ment operating, official Washington 
no doubt heaved a sigh of relief. The 
measure, which originated in the frac-
tious House, passed there only with 
support from the Democratic minor-
ity—in fact, many more Democrats 
than Republicans voted for it, even 
though it was put together by the GOP 
leadership. It was signed a day before 
the federal government was 
due to shut down, and keeps 
some agencies and depart-
ments operating until Jan. 19 
and the rest until Feb. 2.

Plenty of others have 
commented in print and online about the unusual two-
tiered structure of the bill and what it accomplishes—
painfully little, say many conservatives, while many 
Democrats and liberal commentators give GOP House 
Speaker Mike Johnson credit for at least keeping the 
government operating and buying time for Congress 
to do what it’s supposed to do: fund the government 
through the regular appropriations process. As longtime 
journalist Karen Tumulty put it in the Washington Post, 
the measure “is a challenge to Congress to get back to 
working in the more orderly fashion it was designed to 
operate in. What Johnson is trying to do — and it’s an 
admirable goal — is nudge the appropriations commit-
tees of both houses to get back to doing their jobs…”

The question, of course, is whether they can pull it 
off. This was the second stopgap funding measure this 
year, and the Republican caucus in the House is no less 
divided than it was, leading to plenty of trepidation 
about what will happen as the January and February 
deadlines approach.

All I can say is, I fervently hope Congress gets 
back on track with the appropriations process, because 
believe me, this is a terrible way to run a government. 
Even when Congress steps back from the brink of a 
shutdown, it’s damaging. Government employees may 
become inured to the threat, but it’s demoralizing and 
distracting nonetheless. Our economy needs to be able 
to operate with some certainty about what the govern-
ment will be doing: repeated brinksmanship ripples 
through both the business and nonprofit sectors. And 
perhaps more than anything, there’s a huge cost in terms 
of the time and effort agencies have to put into figuring 
out how to manage a shutdown—which they have to do 
well in advance. It means they can’t turn their attention 
to any long-term effort to plan or improve. Shutdown 
threats, in other words, are highly disruptive.

And that’s not even to mention the cost of an actual 
shutdown. A report a few years ago by the Senate 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations found that 
the previous three shutdowns had cost taxpayers nearly 
$4 billion in back pay to furloughed workers and other 
costs, including extra administrative work, lost revenue, 
and late fees on interest payments owed by the govern-
ment. In other words, stopping the government is no 
cost-saving measure.

The impact on the public, of course, is also measur-
able. Beneficiaries of aid programs (SNAP and other 
nutrition programs, for instance) face huge uncertainty 
about whether they’ll make it week to week; loan 
programs are suspended, affecting small businesses, 
farmers, and others; the national parks and other gov-
ernment-funded attractions close, putting a dent in local 
tourist economies; and furloughed federal workers, even 
with the promise of back pay, sometimes begin look-
ing for other work, while government recruiters find it 
tougher to find qualified candidates willing to put up 
with that kind of disruption.

As Congress debated this most recent funding mea-
sure, House Speaker Johnson said that his goal was to 
get Congress back to voting on individual appropria-
tions bills—and to avoid stopgap funding and massive 
omnibus bills in the future. That’s an admirable ambi-
tion. We can only hope that enough of his colleagues 
agree that, early next year, they don’t drag the United 
States through another shutdown drama.

Lee Hamilton is a distinguished scholar with the IU School of 
Global and International Studies. He was a member of the U.S. 

House of Representatives for 34 years.

Hoosier
Opinions

Lee
Hamilton

Liz Cheney for president?
Why would former Rep. Liz Cheney run for presi-

dent? Is she nuts? Is she trying to sell a book? Why 
would a Republican whose last election was losing a 
state primary by 37 points think she should now seek the 
highest office in the land? Why would a politician hated 
by most of her own party and used by the other party 
simply to attack her colleagues think she could bring 80 
million Americans together behind a Cheney candidacy? 

Who knows? Nevertheless, Cheney, in the preferred 
political style, is not “ruling out” a run in 2024. It would 
be a third-party effort, of course, because neither Repub-
licans nor Democrats would have her as a candidate. 
And it would be focused entirely, 100%, on stopping 
former President Donald Trump. “Several years ago, I 
would not have contemplated a third-party run,” Cheney 
told the Washington Post. But now, she continued, “I 
happen to think democracy is at risk at home, obviously, 
as a result of Donald Trump’s continued grip on the 
Republican Party, and I think democracy is at risk inter-
nationally as well.”

Cheney told the Post that she will decide whether 
or not to run “in the next few months.” Whatever her 
answer, it will be all 
about Trump. “We 
face threats that 
could be existential 
to the United States 
and we need a can-
didate who is going 
to be able to deal 
with and address and 
confront all of those 
challenges. That will 
all be part of my 
calculation as we go 
into the early months 
of 2024.”

Cheney, of 
course, is a politician 
without a party. She 
broke with Repub-
licans when she 
agreed to become part of the House Jan. 6 committee’s 
appallingly one-sided investigation of Trump. The com-
mittee was picked by then-Speaker Nancy Pelosi, and 
Cheney and then-Rep. Adam Kinzinger agreed to march 
in lockstep with Democrats. Their presence allowed 
Pelosi and the media to call the committee “bipartisan” 
when all the members, in public, literally agreed with 
each other on everything. They all played their parts in 
the Democratic showrunner’s production. The Capitol 
riot is an entirely fitting subject for investigation, but 
there should never be another committee structured and 
run like the J6 Committee.

Cheney had no future with the Republican Party after 
that. But Democrats don’t want her, either. Remember 

that in the first two years of Trump’s 
presidency, Cheney voted along with the 
Trump position 95.8% of the time, and in 
the last two years, she voted with Trump 
92.8% of the time, according to analyses 
by FiveThirtyEight. No Democrat could 
ever accept such a record in a candidate 
for national office. 

The fact is, Democrats used Cheney 
as a Republican who would attack 
Trump. In Cheney’s new book, there is a 
story in which she learned that when she 
was being considered for the J6 commit-
tee, some Pelosi staff members showed 
Pelosi a list of the 10 worst things 
Cheney had ever said about Pelosi. The speaker just 
handed the paper back to her staff. “Why are you wast-
ing my time with things that don’t matter?” Pelosi said, 
according to the book.

Isn’t that nice! Pelosi set aside her personal feelings 
to recruit a Republican willing to savage Trump precise-
ly as Pelosi wished! It was a very Washington moment, 

but Cheney appears to 
have been touched.

Now Democrats are 
back to eyeing Cheney 
warily, in no small part 
because they believe an 
independent run, even 
by someone as unpopu-
lar as Cheney, would 
take votes away from 
President Joe Biden in 
the general election. 
They’re right. A Cheney 
candidacy would be 
exclusively anti-Trump, 
as will Biden’s candi-
dacy. Why give voters 
a choice in anti-Trump 
candidates? By siphon-
ing off even a few anti-

Trump votes, Cheney would probably help the former 
president.

But first, Cheney has a book to sell. That is why 
she is popping up on television these days. The book is 
“Oath and Honor: A Memoir and a Warning,” her story 
of life opposing Trump. At the moment this is written 
(noon on Dec. 5), the book is No. 1 on Amazon. Good 
sales and lots of friendly interviews will surely nudge 
Cheney in the direction of running, at least until she 
realizes that all those Democrats and Never Trumpers 
who cheer her attacks on Trump don’t necessarily want 
her to be president of the United States.

Byron York is chief political correspondent for
The Washington Examiner. 

Byron
York
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Make this ordinary day the best day of your life
It’s a common day with ordi-

nary food, ordinary people, and 
ordinary situations. Ordinary for 
me is talking with little people, 
setting food on the table, giv-
ing hugs, wiping wet kisses, and 
channeling hearts from sunrise to 
sunset.          

Isn’t it amazing- we all have 
our own set of “ordinary?” I 
always tell the children when 
they feel shy about meeting new 
people,”Those are ordinary peo-
ple just like us, we just didn’t get 
to talk with them yet!”

Then too, the “ordinary” peo-
ple in our lives don’t give them 
a title of less than ideal. Why 
the people in my life who are the 
most precious to me are those I 
consider a part of my ordinary 
life!

Looking back, the years spent 
with Daniel I realize that common 
days at home were some of the 
best.

Take this, an 82 year-old gen-
tleman from Michigan whose 
wife passed this summer stopped 
by our house this week. What do 
you think his advice was? First 
take a moment with me to imag-
ine the sadness he’s facing since 
losing his spouse after 60 years 
of marriage. His life has changed 
drastically, and his house is quiet 
and empty as he misses his sweet 
wife. Without him verbalizing it, 
I could tell he misses her every 
moment of every day.

Raising his work-weathered 
hand, he said, “We can choose to 
make every day the best day of 
our life.”

As he rose to leave, he repeat-
ed, “You can make this day the 
best day of your life.”

Long after that horse and open 
wagon with him and his son and 
family had gone out the driveway 
I kept pondering. All excuses of 
hard or unfair situations shriveled 
as I realized today is my opportu-
nity to allow God to use this day 
as He pleased.

Perhaps ordinary is okay after 
all, even if it does not look like 
I thought it would with Daniel 
fathering his rapidly growing 
children. Ordinary, when chosen 
by God, is perfect and complete. 
When the details of our normal 
days are orchestrated by Him, 
the end result will bring joy and 
peace.

I am the first to confess that 
there are days and I cannot feel 
that closeness with the One who 
gave this new set of ordinary. 
These are the times I simply claim 
his grace to carry me through.

Ever since I was a young girl 
I had this mini sticky note where 
I penned the words, “In the tears 
of His saints God sees a rainbow.”

Today I look at it. It’s an ordi-
nary day at home, but that’s okay; 
it’s where I’ve been placed, so it’s 
where I’ll be and in each tear God 
sees a rainbow. 

What does ordinary spell to 
you as an individual? Pain, frus-
tration, despair, broken dreams, 
or perhaps joy and happiness? 
Regardless what you’ll check 
off, God knows. Tell Him about 
it. He’ll listen to it all, and if you 
choose to give it to Him, He’ll 
take it from you and replace it 
with His perfect gift. Recently 
when one of the boys were going 
through hard times I explained in 
a very simple way that every time 
we give something to God He 
places it in His keepsake box and 
re-wraps it into something better 
than we ever imagined and give 
it back to us. Since that we put 
things in God’s ‘keepsake box’ 
and trust that in His time He’ll 
heal, restore, and re-wrap.

Okay, now take a moment to 
and grab a box of ordinary gra-
ham or saltine crackers and end 
up with this most delicious candy!

OLD-FASHIONED
BUTTERSCOTCH

CHRISTMAS CANDY

·      Saltines or graham crackers
·      1 cup butter (for crunchier 

crackers, use only ½ cup)
·      1  cup brown sugar
·      1 ½ cups chocolate chips

 Put a single layer of  saltine 
or graham crackers side by side 
(with 4 sides touching one anoth-
er) on a 10 by 15-inch rimmed 
cookie sheet, lined with parch-
ment paper.

Bring butter and brown sugar 

to a rolling boil. Boil for three 
minutes.

Spread mixture on top of 
crackers.

Preheat oven to 400 degree.
Bake crackers with sauce, for 5 

minutes.
Remove from heat and imme-

diately sprinkle with 1 1 /2 cups 
chocolate chips. Let set three 
minutes and then spread melted 
chips over with a butter knife. 
Cool and break into sized pieces 
of your choice.

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

Parlor City Christmas
Saturday, Dec. 9 

schedule
8 to 11 a.m.

Breakfast--cost $11 at 
the American Legion.
Breakfast with Santa - 
donation at the Masonic 
Lodge.

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• Cookie Walk ben-
efiting Grace & Mercy 
Transitional Housing at 
The Lounge - 303 W. 
Market St.

9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Musical Entertainment 
featuring Studio 88, Jea-
nette S. Lundeen Music 
Studio, Creative Arts 
School of Music, Tammy 
Ray Piano Studio, and 
Gretchen Steffen’s piano 
students at the Wells 
County Public Library.

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Parlor City Shopping 
Fair--shop local with 
35+ artisans and ven-
dors at the Wells County 
Commerce & Visitors 
Centre - 211 W. Water 
St.
• Wood Carvings by 
Ryan Frauhiger of For-
rest Carvings; warm up 
by the outdoor fire on 
the patio and eniov a 
Pinewood Derby track at 
the Wells County Com-
merce & Visitors Centre.

11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sentimental Journeys 
horse-drawn wagon 
rides will start from the 
Wells County Public 
Library.
Goodie  Walk- - f ree 
food & treats by local 
businesses throughout 
Downtown Bluffton.
Connect 4 Basketball 
and various games at the 
200 block of W. Market 
St.
Ben Burman State Farm 
will be hosting Santa at 
Parlor Studios at 224 
W. Market St. with free 
pictures by Burman Pho-
tography
NeuEnchanted Expres-
sions Face Painting 
by Carissa, A Balloon 
Above, and Jessica 
Shoemaker Events--free 
face painting, balloon 

animals, and photo 
booth at 209 W. Market 
St.
Princess Meet-and-Greet 
and Busted Haft Throw-
ing at the 100 block of 
W. Market St.
Crafts, goodies, and 
mini organ concerts at 
11:15 a.m.
12:15 p.m., and 1:15 
p .m.  a t  the  F i rs t 
Reformed Church
Snowman character and 
photo ops throughout 
downtown (tag “parlor-
citychristmas” in photos)

11 a.m. to evening
• Live Nativity (Dutch 

Mill Plaza)
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

• Trolley Rides - stops 
at the library, Historical 
Museum, Wells County 
Commerce & Visitors 
Centre, and Market St.

3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
• White Christmas by 
the Creative Arts Theater 
Department-admission 
$15 for adults. $10 for 
12 & under in the audito-
rium at 428 S. Oak St.

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Christmas at the Man-
sion at the Wells County 
Historical Museum

6 to 9 p.m.
• Wonderland of Lights 
featuring stories with 
Santa and hot cocoa-
entry donation at Oua-
bache State Park

11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
• Owl Demonstration at 
the 100 block of W. Mar-
ket St.

11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Live Reindeer at the Par-

lor City Plaza
Throughout the day

Vote on your favorite for 
the Window Decorating 
Contest
Read a story at the Story 
Walk at Pickett’s Run 
Park

Vendors for Parlor 
City Shopping Fair

During Bluffton’s Par-
lor City Christmas event on 
Saturday, Dec. 9, a Shop-
ping Fair will be offered 
at the Wells County Com-
merce & Visitors Centre 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Vendors planning to be 
present include:

Pe t ra  Baumgar tner 
(papercraft & stocking 
stuffers); Rebecca Bog-
ner (craft variety); Connie 
Bultemier (tumblers); Deb 
Carson (Tastefully Simple); 
Nicole Curry (crafts/food); 
Angie Day (Young Liv-
ing essential oils); Kayla 
Demuth (tumblers & tees); 
Ryan Frauhiger (journals, 
cards, ecoprints); Kath-
erine Frauhiger (soaps/
wood crafts); Judy Carver 
( crocheted items/jewelry); 
Becky Goshorn (Mary Kay 
products).

Others include: Angie 
H o n e g g e r  ( s t o c k i n g 
stuffers); Stephanie Kip-
fer (macrame/small scale 
wood cutting); Billy Kreigh 
(cards, eco prints); Lana 
Miller (baked goods); John 
Musselman (Tiny Dog 
Woodworking); Randy 
Neuenschwander (wooden 
items); Kayleen Reusser 
( WWII books); Todd & 
Debbie Roop (KT Custom 
Engraving).

Others include: Jes-
sica Salyer (crafts/food); 
Megan Schantz (handmade 
items/ sugar cookies); Dan 
Schrier (re-purposed items/ 
artificial succulents); Phyl-
lis Smith (knit & crocheted 
items); Leah Springer (laser 
engraved items); Kenzie 
Steel (Kenzie’s Coney’s); 
Nedra Steury (hand painted 
china); Brandy Stronczek 
((Tinkertique); Diana Wed-
lar (Daddy’s Delights). 
Woodcarving on the Patio

While the shopping 
is taking place inside the 
Visitor’s Centre the action 
on the patio will include 
the wood carving of Ryan 
Frauhiger of Forrest Carv-
ings.

Pinewood Derby Track
Area Boy Scouts will 

have a Pinewood Derby 
Track set up on the patio for 
some racing action.

Warm Up Fire
If the weather is cool an 

outdoor fire will offer a site 
to warm up before head-
ing off to another Saturday 
event.

A Talk with Tego

Tego’s Tips: The Wells County Animal Shelter has 
several, super sweet cats that are already fixed, waiting 
to have a home to call their own.

Tego

Buzz is a 2½-year-old, 
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells 
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For more 
information call 824-6063.

Woody is a 2-½-year-old, 
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

Baby is a four-month-
old, domestic short hair 
female.

‘A Christmas Carol’ at Salomon Farm Park’s barn
Ossian native Gavin Drew, who is 

Artistic Director of the Summit City 
Music Theatre, will be the director for 
the group’s production of “A Christ-
mas Carol” to be held at the Old Barn 
at Salomon Farm Park in Fort Wayne 
through Dec. 10.

Those attending should be aware 

that the Old Barn is not heated and 
should dress accordingly. Ticket 
information at summitcitymt.com.

Wells county residents may 
remember when Drew was active 
with the Wells Community Theatre 
and presented a one-man show in 
Bluffton.

Some local organizations are focused not
on selling products, but on improving 
the lives of disadvantaged community 

members. Non-profit groups, food banks and 
children advocacy organizations are all seek-
ing help this holiday season. 

And what they’re asking for is simply a 
hand. They need more manpower to achieve 
their goals and spread the word on their 
efforts. 

Lending Your Skill Set 
Can you spare a few hours every weekend in December? You may be 

asked to run errands or visit with people. Maybe deliver food or products to 
clients across town. 

Professionals in the creative services field can offer their skills free of 
charge as a holiday contribution. Developing a website, creating brochures 
or writing a mission statement for free can help your local group promote its 
missions. 

Locals helping locals will strengthen the community this holiday season. 

Food Donations 
Why not spend your Christmas spreading some holiday cheer – and deli-

cious food? You can spend some time cooking your favorite dish or baking 
some special cookies, then take them to your local food bank. 

Your gesture will surely be appreciated by the hungry, as well as by the 
food bank staff. And it is a simple act of kindness that can be turned into 
a tradition, passed on to children or replicated by your friends and family 
members. 

Charitable Contributions 
You may find yourself short on time this holiday season, but maybe you 

have a few dollars to donate to a local organization. Your contribution could 
go a long way toward furthering the cause of a group near and dear to your 
heart. 

And for that really hard-to-buy for person, perhaps they would appreciate 
a donation made in their name.

You can conveniently make online donations or in-person cash contribu-
tions. Either way, donating funds is a simple way to show your support while 
making a difference in the lives of those who need it. 

 SHOP LOCAL

Don’t Forget 
Non-Profits

Santa says ... Support your ho-ho-hometown!

Santa says ... Be sure to shop these businesses:

Gift “Chamber Bucks” ... available at the
Wells County Chamber of Commerce

 � Above & Beyond Vehicle Reconditioning
 � Bluffton Tire

 � Daniel’s Jewelers
 � Gerber Furniture
 � Lengerich Meats

 � Mattress + Furniture

 � Moser & Son
 � Northwood 

Computer
 � Paddlefish

 � Parlor City Cabinetry
 � Unique Blue Bar & Grill

 � Wells County Chamber of Commerce
 � Wells County Foundation
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By RYAN WALKER
Eastbrook ended its per-

fect season after a trip to 
The Castle Wednesday night 
68-38.

The Knights improved 
to 8-2 overall and did it 
against one of the better 2A 
programs in the state. This 
was all while holding the 
Panthers (6-1) to 20 points 
below their average and cre-
ating 20 turnovers.

“When you can limit 
(Eastbrook) to the 30s — 
that team at the beginning 
of the season was the top-
scoring team in the state,” 
Norwell head coach Eric 
Thornton said after the 
game. “And for us, just 
playing a really good non-
conference team like that. I 
think they’re good enough 
to win 2A, and I think they 
will.”

That’s not to mention that 
Norwell was lights out from 
the floor, going 36-55 on 
the night (65 percent). But it 
wasn’t like Eastbrook didn’t 
carry its offense with them. 
The team still had a respect-
able 14-36 showing from 
the floor at 38 percent, but it 
was the number of opportu-
nities it had taken from them 
by an imposing Norwell 
defense.

And that was how Ken-
nedy Fuelling’s night got 
going on offense — on the 
defensive end.

The game’s first two 
buckets were uncontested 
layups via turnovers by the 
Marian University signee. 
Every point that the Pan-
thers had in the first quarter 
was drowned by an answer.

Olivia Howell for East-
brook hit a shot before Fuel-
ling nailed an open three. 
Estah McKim swished two 
free throws only to have 

Fuelling follow with another 
three. Sophia Morrison, who 
leads the Panthers with 22 
points per game, hit her first 
of four triples of the game, 
but Makenzie Fuess hit her 
first 30 seconds later.

And for good measure, 
Fuelling knocked down two 
more threes in what was a 
16-point first quarter to put 
the Knights ahead 22-7.

That was only four of the 
eight that she would get for 
the game, finishing with 32 
total points.

On the other side, Morri-
son scored 14 for Eastbrook. 
Although she was short of 
her season average, the Pan-
thers got a spark from her on 
four made triples and had 
Norwell’s attention.

Howell and Audri Prater 
also score in double figures 
per night, but Thornton’s 
defense held both to just 
10 total by the final buzzer. 
Part of the game plan for 
Wednesday was to not key 
in on just Morrison, but to 
limit all three of them.

“It’s tough to do because 
you’ve got Prater and How-
ell on the inside,” Thornton 
said. “They just really have 
nice weapons offensively. 
It’s tough to get all that cov-
ered, but all in all, we tried 
to know where (Morrison) 
is.”

Norwell kept the game in 
its own hands for the rest of 
the night, outscoring East-
brook in every quarter.

The Knights got some 
production from a few of  
of their role players off the 
bench. Haley Green hit both 
of her shots for four points, 
while Addie and Lilly Nor-
ris hit threes. Fuess finished 
with 16.

The non-conference chal-
lenge was the last game 

before the big one Friday 
night at Columbia City.

The Eagles are a perfect 
9-0 so far and have taken 
the state of Indiana by storm 
with wins over the No. 2 
and No. 5 teams, and are 
No. 1 themselves.

The No. 16 Knights will 
need to continue shooting 
the rock as it did against 
Eastbrook to have a chance 
to knock off Columbia City 
and potentially retake the 
Northeast 8 Conference 
crown. Shooting 65 per-
cent and getting Fuelling to 
11-16 is a good start.

“It’s big because with 
Friday coming, you want 
kids going in there feel-
ing confident in their game 
and their shots. It’s good to 
see her knock some down,” 
Thornton said.

That game will start at 
7:30 p.m.

Norwell won the junior 
varsity game 74-12. Macie 
Saalfrank dropped 23 points 
to lead the Knights, while 
Ashley Waldman scored 15, 
and Jada Dale and Larkin 
Smith each had nine.

sports@news-banner.com

NORWELL 68, EASTBROOK 38
At Norwell

EASTBROOK (6-1): Sophia Mor-
rison 6-14 0-0 14, Audri Prater 2-4 
0-0 6, Kortney Goff 2-5 0-0 6, Olivia 
Howell 2-5 0-0 4, Estah McKim 2-5 2-2 
6, Mia Busstos 1-3 0-0 2. TOTALS: 
14-36 2-2 38.

NORWELL (8-2): Kennedy Fuel-
ling 11-16 2-3 32, Makenzie Fuess 
5-11 4-5 16, Lillian Norris 2-4 0-0 5, 
Vanessa Rosswurm 2-7 0-0 4, Haley 
Green 2-2 0-0 4, Addie Norris 1-1 0-0 
3, Dekota Hubble 1-1 0-0 2, Annabelle 
Johnson 0-0 0-2 0, Ali Riley 0-1 0-0 0, 
Ryland Graft 0-0 0-0. TOTALS: 36-55 
6-10 68.
Eastbrook   7     10   11   10   ––  38
Norwell       22    11   18   17   ––   68

Three-point FG: Eastbrook: 7-18 
(Morrison 4-8, Goff 2-5, Prater 2-4), 
Norwell: 12-26 (Fuelling 8-12, Fuess 
2-8, A. Norris 1-1, L. Norris 1-1, Riley 
0-1, Rosswurm 0-3). Rebounds:  
Turnovers: Eastbrook 20, Norwell 10. 
Fouls: Eastbrook 9, Norwell 5 Fouled 
Out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: 74-12 Norwell.

Norwell senior Kennedy Fuelling (right) reaches to regain the ball during a drive to the hoop 
against Eastbrook’s Olivia Howell in the second half of Wednesday night’s game at Norwell. The 
Lady Knights picked up a 68-38 non-conference win. (Photos by Chad Kline)

Norwell’s Addison Norris (right) has the ball knocked away by Eastbrook’s Olivia Howell (20) 
while trying to get off a pass during the second half.

Knights give Panthers 
1st loss of season, led by 
defense, Fuelling’s 32

THURSDAY, DEC 7
SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Jay Coun-

ty at Norwell, 6 p.m.; Bluffton at Blackford, 5:30 
p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC 8
BOYS BASKETBALL: Lakeland Christian 

at Bluffton, 7 p.m. (JV one half).
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Columbia 

City, 7:30 p.m.; Bluffton at Woodlan, 7:30 p.m.; 
Heritage at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: NE8 DUALS at New Haven 
6 p.m.; Bluffton, Southern Wells at ACAC 
Team Duals (Jay County High School), 6 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC 9
BOYS BASKETBALL: Blackhawk at Nor-

well, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Norwell 

Boys Invitiational, 9 a.m.
WRESTLING: NE8 Duals at Columbia 

City, 9 a.m.; Bluffton, Southern Wells at ACAC 
Team Duals (Jay County High School), 9 a.m.

MONDAY, DEC 11

No events scheduled
TUESDAY, DEC 12
BOYS BASKETBALL: Northfield at South-

ern Wells, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Woodlan at Norwell, 

7:45 p.m.; Southern Wells at Elwood, 7:30 
p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Snider/
Wayne at Norwell, 6 p.m.

WRESTLING: Jay County at Norwell, 6 
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC 13
WRESTLING: Churubusco at Bluffton, 6:30 

p.m.
THURSDAY, DEC 14
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Southern Wells at 

Woodlan, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Norwell at 

South Adams, 5:30 p.m.; South Side at Bluff-
ton, 5:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Mississinewa at Southern 
Wells, 6 p.m.

High School Calendar

By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(AP) — Shohei Ohtani, 
Juan Soto and Yoshinobu 
Yamamoto were still up for 
grabs as team officials start-
ed to head home Wednes-
day evening following a 
baseball winter meetings of 
much talk and little action.

Ohtani, the unique two-
way star, is expected to get 
a record contract of $500 
million-plus. His agent, Nez 
Balelo, didn’t travel to the 
Gaylord Opryland Resort 
and Convention Center, pre-
ferring to stay away.

While Los Angeles 
Dodgers manager Dave 
Roberts acknowledged 
meeting with Ohtani at 
Dodger Stadium before 
heading to Nashville, other 
teams were mum. Some 
fans tried to use flight-track-
ing programs to determine 
Ohtani’s whereabouts, and 
Toronto general manager 
Ross Atkins sparked specu-
lation of a get-together at 
the team’s spring training 

facility in Dunedin, Florida, 
when he switched a media 
availability on Monday to 
Zoom.

Ohtani has not spoken 
with reporters since Aug. 9, 
two weeks before a pitch-
ing injury that required sur-
gery and will keep him off a 
mound until 2025.

The Yankees, after miss-
ing the playoffs for the 
first time since 2016, have 
been negotiating a trade 
to acquire Soto from San 
Diego. The three-time All-
Star can become a free agent 
after next year’s World 
Series.

New York did make a 
rare trade with the rival Bos-
ton Red Sox late Tuesday, 
acquiring outfielder Alex 
Verdugo for right-handers 
Greg Weissert, Richard Fitts 
and Nicholas Judice.

“He’s actually been a guy 
that we’ve talked about now 
for, for a while,” Yankees 
manager Aaron Boone said. 
“I feel like there’s an edge 
he plays the game with.”

Both the Yankees and 

Mets are among the teams 
seeking Yamamoto, a 
25-year-old right-hander 
who was 16-6 with a 1.21 
ERA this season for the Orix 
Buffaloes of Japan’s Pacific 
League. The Yankees plan 
to meet with the pitcher on 
Monday in California, a per-
son familiar with the plan-
ning told The Associated 
Press, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity because 
details were not announced.

Mets owner Steve Cohen 
and president of baseball 
operations David Stearns 
went to Japan ahead of the 
winter meetings to talk with 
Yamamoto and family.

“I think it demonstrates 
Steve’s commitment to do 
everything he possibly can 
to bring players to New 
York,” Stearns said.

In deals that did get final-
ized, Baltimore agreed to a 
$13 million, one-year con-
tract with closer Craig Kim-
brel, the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers announced a $9 mil-
lion, one-year deal to keep 

By ERIC OLSON 
AP College Football Writer

Ohio State receiver Marvin Harrison Jr. 
is The Associated Press Big Ten offensive 
player of the year, Illinois end Jer’Zhan 
Newton is defensive player of the year and 
Northwestern’s David Braun is coach of the 
year.

Harrison is a unanimous AP All-Big Ten 
first-team pick for the second straight year. 
Newton, Michigan offensive lineman Zak 
Zinter and Iowa punter Tory Taylor are the 
other unanimous first-team selections by 
the voting panel of 23 media members who 
cover the conference.

The first team includes six players each 
from conference champion Michigan and 
Ohio State.

Ohio State’s repeat first-team picks are 
Harrison, defensive end JT Tuimoloau and 
linebacker Tommy Eichenberg. Michigan 
running back Blake Corum and Zinter also 
were on the first team in 2022, as was Illi-
nois’ Newton.

Harrison, a finalist for the Heisman Tro-
phy, is the Buckeyes’ first receiver with 
back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons. He has 
seven 100-yard receiving games this season, 
and his 13 touchdown catches are tied for 
second nationally.

Newton was second in the Big Ten with 
7.5 sacks, and he also recorded nine quarter-
back hurries and blocked four kicks. He was 
a finalist for the Bronko Nagurski Award.

Purdue safety Dillon Thieneman is new-
comer of the year after he set school fresh-
man records with six interceptions and 
74 solo tackles. His 106 tackles are most 
among freshmen in the nation.

Braun, hired as Northwestern defen-
sive coordinator last January, unexpectedly 
became the face of the program following 
the firing of Pat Fitzgerald in the wake of 
a hazing scandal. Braun was interim coach 
until last month, when he was hired to the 
permanent role. The Wildcats went from 
1-11 last season to 7-5, the biggest turn-
around in the Bowl Subdivision.

FIRST TEAM OFFENSE
u-WR — Marvin Harrison Jr., Ohio 

State, junior, 6-4, 205, Philadelphia.
WR — Isaiah Williams, Illinois, junior, 

5-10, 185, St. Louis.
Tackle — Olumuyiwa Fashanu, Penn 

State, junior, 6-6, 317, Waldorf, Maryland.
Tackle — Aireontae Ersery, Minnesota, 

junior, 6-6, 325, Kansas City, Missouri.
u-Guard — Zak Zinter, Michigan, senior, 

6-6, 322, North Andover, Massachusetts.
Guard — Donovan Jackson, Ohio State, 

junior, 6-4, 320, Bellaire, Texas.
C — Drake Nugent, Michigan, senior, 

6-2, 301, Lone Tree, Colorado.
TE — Cade Stover, Ohio State, senior, 

6-4, 251, Mansfield, Ohio.
QB — J.J. McCarthy, Michigan, junior, 

6-3, 202, La Grange Park, Illinois.
RB — Blake Corum, Michigan, senior, 

5-8, 213, Marshall, Virginia.
RB — TreVeyon Henderson, Ohio State, 

junior, 5-10, 212, Hopewell, Virginia.
PK — Dragan Kesich, Minnesota, senior, 

6-4, 240, Oak Creek, Wisconsin.
All-purpose — Cooper DeJean, Iowa, 

junior, 6-1, 207, Odebolt, Iowa.
DEFENSE

Defensive end — Chop Robinson, Penn 
State, junior, 6-3, 254, Gaithersburg, Mary-
land.

Defensive end — JT Tuimoloau, Ohio 
State, junior, 6-4, 270, Edgewood, Washing-
ton.

u-Defensive tackle — Jer’Zhan New-
ton, Illinois, junior, 6-2, 295, St. Petersburg, 
Florida.

Defensive tackle — Kris Jenkins, Michi-
gan, senior, 6-3, 305, Olney, Maryland.

Linebacker — Jay Higgins, Iowa, senior, 
6-2, 233, Indianapolis.

Linebacker — Tommy Eichenberg, Ohio 
State, senior, 6-2, 239, Cleveland.

Linebacker — Aaron Casey, Indiana, 
senior, 6-2, 235, Douglasville, Georgia.

Cornerback — Cooper DeJean, Iowa, 
junior, 6-1, 207, Odebolt, Iowa.

Cornerback — Mike Sainristil, Michi-
gan, senior, 5-10, 182, Everett, Massachu-
setts.

Safety — Tyler Nubin, Minnesota, 
senior, 6-2, 210, St. Charles, Illinois.

Safety — Hunter Wohler, Wisconsin, 
junior, 6-2, 211, Muskego, Wisconsin.

u-Punter — Tory Taylor, Iowa, senior, 
6-4, 232, Melbourne, Australia.

SECOND TEAM OFFENSE
WR — Daniel Jackson, Minnesota, 

senior, 6-0, 200, Kansas City, Kansas.
WR — Roman Wilson, Michigan, senior, 

6-0, 192, Maui, Hawaii.
Tackle — Josh Fryar, Ohio State, senior, 

6-6, 313, Beech Grove, Indiana.
Tackle — LaDarius Henderson, Michi-

gan, senior, 6-4, 315, Waxahachie, Texas.
Guard — Matthew Jones, Ohio State, 

senior, 6-4, 315, Brooklyn, New York.
Guard — Trevor Keegan, Michigan, 

senior, 6-6, 320, Crystal Lake, Illinois.
Center — Hunter Nourzad, Penn State, 

senior, 6-3, 320, Marietta, Georgia.
TE — Colston Loveland, Michigan, 

sophomore, 6-5, 245, Gooding, Idaho.
QB — Taulia Tagovailoa, Maryland, 

senior, 5-11, 208, Ewa Beach, Hawaii.
RB — Braelon Allen, Wisconsin, junior, 

6-2, 245, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.
RB — Kyle Monangai, Rutgers, junior, 

5-9, 210, Roseland, New Jersey.
PK — James Turner, Michigan, senior, 

6-0, 196, Saline, Michigan.
All-purpose — Tyrone Tracy Jr., Purdue, 

senior, 6-1, 210, Indianapolis.
DEFENSE

Defensive end — Adisa Isaac, Penn 
State, senior, 6-4, 249, Brooklyn, New York.

Defensive end — Nic Scourton, Purdue, 

Ohio State’s Harrison, Illinois’ 
Newton and Northwestern’s 
Braun take AP’s top B10 honors

Ohtani, Soto and Yamamoto are 
still up for grabs as teams head 
home from winter meetings

(Continued on Page 7)
(Continued on Page 7)



BASKETBALL
High School

Wednesday Boys’ Scores
Cambridge City Lincoln 63, Ander-

son Prep Academy 49
Concord 48, W. Noble 42
Ft. Wayne Smith Academy 55, 

Pierceton Woods 20
Ft. Wayne Snider 66, DeKalb 50
Ft. Wayne Wayne 98, New Haven 

61
Griffith 61, Hammond Noll 53
Lawrence North 79, Lawrence 

Central 61
Victory 55, Thrival 49

Wednesday Girls’ Scores
Anderson Prep Academy 58, Union 

(Modoc) 32
Corydon 52, Austin 38
Eastside 59, Churubusco 27
Elwood 36, Tipton 13
Evansville Reitz 74, Evansville Har-

rison 30
Frankton 69, Daleville 34
Ft. Wayne Luers 43, Bellmont 34
Ft. Wayne Northrop 85, E. Noble 57
Hamilton 54, Coldwater Pansophia, 

Mich. 6
Hebron 60, Griffith 31
Lake Central 71, Andrean 18
Lapel 70, Madison-Grant 17
Leo 44, Angola 36
Northeastern 51, Lawrenceburg 37
Norwell 68, Eastbrook 38
Rushville 54, Whiteland 51
Tippecanoe Valley 49, Triton 32
Union City 53, Centerville 42
Whiting 52, River Forest 33

Class 4A
                          W-L    Pts    Prv
1. Fishers (9)    	   5-0    252      1
2. Westfield (1)    3-0    179      7
3. Lawrence North 2-0   176     4
4. Indpls Cathedral 4-0  165     6
5. Kokomo            3-1    125     8
6. Indpls Ben Davis2-1  119     5
7. Brownsburg      3-1     87     2
8. Chesterton       3-0     76    NR
9. Indianapolis Attucks 2-1 54  9
10. Penn               3-0    53    NR

Others receiving votes: Anderson 
40. Noblesville 39. Ft. Wayne North 
32. Greenfield 25. Center Grove 24. 
Gary West 18. Carmel 16. Indpls N. 
Central 15. LaPorte 14. Ft. Wayne 
Snider 12. Lafayette Harrison 10. S. 
Bend Riley 9. S. Bend Adams 8. Ft. 
Wayne Wayne 6. Terre Haute South 6.

Class 3A
                                    W-L    Pts    Prv

1. Guerin Catholic (7) 4-0  226     2
2. Scottsburg          4-0     193     3
3. NorthWood (4)    0-0    189      1
4. Delta                   3-0    158     T6
5. Heritage Hills (1) 3-0    121      9
6. Greensburg         2-0    120    T6
7. Indpls Brebeuf    2-1    104      4
8. Danville              3-0     76     NR
9. S. Bend St. Joseph’s 2-1  75     8
10. Silver Creek    4-0      52     NR
Others receiving votes: Mishawaka 

Marian 27. S. Bend Washington 26. 
Evansville Memorial 16. N. Daviess 
13. Norwell 13. Peru 10. Hammond 
Noll 9. Heritage Christian 6. Bates-
ville 6.

Class 2A
                             W-L    Pts    Prv
1. Wapahani (7)    3-0     224     3
2. FW Blackhawk (3) 1-1 180    1
3. Brownstown (2) 3-1    165      2
4. Tipton                3-0    141      7
5. Linton-Stockton 1-0    138    4
6. Southwestern    3-0    132    6
7. Manchester       3-0    110    10
8. Providence        2-1    83      8
9. N. Judson          2-0    47    NR
10. Ft. Wayne Luers1-0  34    NR
Others receiving votes: Paoli 30. 

Gary 21st Century 30. Sullivan 30. 
Eastern Hancock 21. Adams Central 
19. Triton Central 17. Indpls Park 
Tudor 12. Bowman Academy 8. Parke 
Heritage 7. Forest Park 6. S. Spen-
cer 6.

Class 1A
                                W-L    Pts    Prv

1. Loogootee (7)    4-0     210      2
2. Indpls Lutheran (4)0-0 167      4
3. Morgan Twp.    3-0      134      7
4. Bloomfield        2-1      121      1
5. Greenwood Christian3-1 119    5
6. Ev. Christian     4-1      102      6
7. Orleans             2-1      86       3
8. Michigan City Mq1-0    80     10
9. Clay City    3-1    64    NR
10. Shakamak    2-1    52    NR
Others receiving votes: Barr-Reeve 

42. Christian Academy 40. Triton 32. 
Fountain Central 26. Elkhart Christian 
16. Tindley 16. Bethesda Christian 7. 
Borden 6.

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Wednesday, Dec. 6
EAST

Brown 67, Rhode Island 64
Bryant 67, Siena 51
Canisius 87, Robert Morris 80

Colgate 115, Northern Vermont-
Lyndon 37

Dartmouth 76, New Hampshire 64
Duquesne 85, Marshall 72
Fairfield 75, Yale 71
Hofstra 62, Iona 57
La Salle 62, Loyola (Md.) 61
Maine 74, Boston U. 65
Maryland 81, Penn St. 75, OT
Morgan St. 92, UMBC 80
NJIT 80, Fordham 77
Penn 111, FDU-Florham 57
Saint Joseph’s 69, American 53
St. Bonaventure 94, Niagara 60
St. John’s 85, Sacred Heart 50
Stony Brook 81, Stonehill 63
Temple 85, Bloomsburg 55
Towson 81, UMass 71
Vermont 73, Northeastern 71
Wagner 62, Coppin St. 59

SOUTH
Belmont 72, Lipscomb 71
Clemson 72, South Carolina 67
Davidson 62, Campbell 50
Florida A&M 65, Presbyterian 60
Memphis 85, VCU 80, OT
Miami 97, LIU 49
NC State 93, Md.-Eastern Shore 61
San Francisco 73, Vanderbilt 60
South Alabama 83, Mercer 62
UCF 94, Jacksonville 52
Wake Forest 76, Rutgers 57
William & Mary 84, Old Dominion 79
Wofford 81, Gardner-Webb 66

MIDWEST
Ball St. 68, Detroit 65
Cent. Michigan 71, Valparaiso 67
Drake 75, Saint Louis 69
Fort Wayne 70, S. Indiana 57
Illinois St. 62, N. Kentucky 59
Marquette 86, Texas 65
N. Iowa 78, Richmond 73
Ohio St. 84, Miami (Ohio) 64
SE Missouri 95, Harris-Stowe 45
SIU-Edwardsville 78, Green Bay 69
St. Thomas (MN) 75, Milwaukee 71
Toledo 69, Oakland 68
W. Illinois 80, Coe 58
Youngstown St. 78, Ohio 72

SOUTHWEST
Houston 75, Rice 39
Houston Christian 95, SW Adven-

tist 58
N. Arizona 78, Abilene Christian 76
Texas Rio Grande Valley 76, Texas 

A&M-CC 74
Texas Tech 87, Omaha 58
Texas-Arlington 74, North Texas at 

Dallas 37

Women’s Basketball Scores

Wednesday, Dec. 6
EAST

Albany (NY) 56, CCSU 37
Boston College 95, UMass 57
Bryant 63, Loyola (Md.) 54
Columbia 76, Memphis 66
Delaware St. 108, Wilmington 

(DC) 39
Drexel 51, Marist 36
Fairleigh Dickinson 86, Bloom-

field 38
Maine 79, Harvard 61
Monmouth (NJ) 72, American 60
New Hampshire 68, Stonehill 41
Princeton 79, Quinnipiac 70
Providence 51, Rhode Island 50
Sacred Heart 57, NJIT 48
Stony Brook 81, Yale 66
Towson 68, George Washington 

60
UConn 90, Ball St. 63
Vermont 62, Army 42
Wagner 69, St. Peter’s 67

SOUTH
Alabama 88, Coastal Carolina 46
Belmont 70, Lipscomb 51
E. Kentucky 85, Miami (Ohio) 55
ETSU 79, Charleston Southern 

52
Furman 124, Bob Jones 44
Georgia 86, Troy 70
Middle Tennessee 73, Tennes-

see 62
Minnesota 76, Kentucky 57
North Carolina 81, UNC-Greens-

boro 66
Northwestern St. 59, Tarleton 

St. 51
Presbyterian 68, Queens (NC) 60
South Carolina 104, Morgan St. 

38
Tulane 90, New Orleans 63
UNC-Asheville 88, Warren Wil-

son 33
Virginia 78, Rider 51
Virginia Tech 98, LIU Brooklyn 50

MIDWEST
Cleveland St. 87, Niagara 56
Detroit 62, W. Michigan 59
Fort Wayne 57, Bellarmine 46
IUPUI 81, Evansville 75
Illinois 74, N. Kentucky 52
Iowa 67, Iowa St. 58
Kansas 79, Houston Christian 57
Kansas St. 101, McNeese St. 39
Missouri 81, Missouri St. 63
Notre Dame 96, Lafayette 42
Purdue 83, SE Missouri 57
S. Illinois 77, SIU-Edwardsville 53
Saint Louis 89, S. Indiana 53
Toledo 69, Michigan 46
UMKC 84, Bellevue 34

Youngstown St. 53, Akron 52
SOUTHWEST

North Texas 73, Ark.-Pine Bluff 66
Texas 106, Long Beach St. 62
Texas A&M 83, Lamar 51

FAR WEST
Boise St. 87, CS Bakersfield 66
Montana 82, Loyola Marymount 

68
N. Arizona 96, Pacific 65
Weber St. 57, Nevada 55

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Boston	 15	 5	 .750	 —
Philadelphia	 13	 7	 .650	 2
New York	 12	 8	 .600	 3
Brooklyn	 11	 9	 .550	 4
Toronto	 9	 12	 .429	 6½

Southeast Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Orlando	 14	 7	 .667	 —
Miami	 12	 9	 .571	 2
Atlanta	 9	 11	 .450	 4½
Charlotte	 6	 13	 .316	 7
Washington	 3	 17	 .150	 10½

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 15	 6	 .714	 —
Indiana	 11	 8	 .579	 3
Cleveland	 12	 9	 .571	 3
Chicago	 8	 14	 .364	 7½
Detroit	 2	 19	 .095	 13

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Dallas	 12	 8	 .600	 —
New Orleans	 12	 10	 .545	 1
Houston	 9	 9	 .500	 2
Memphis	 6	 14	 .300	 6
San Antonio	 3	 17	 .150	 9

Northwest Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Minnesota	 16	 4	 .800	 —
Denver	 14	 7	 .667	 2½
Oklahoma City	13	 7	 .650	 3
Utah	 7	 14	 .333	 9½
Portland	 6	 13	 .316	 9½

Pacific Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

L.A. Lakers	 13	 9	 .591	 —
Sacramento	 11	 8	 .579	 ½
Phoenix	 12	 9	 .571	 ½
L.A. Clippers	 9	 10	 .474	 2½
Golden State	 9	 11	 .450	 3

Tuesday’s Games
Milwaukee 146, New York 122 

(Quarterfinal Game 1)
L.A. Lakers 106, Phoenix 103 

(Quarterfinal Game 1)
Wednesday’s Games

Memphis 116, Detroit 102
Philadelphia 131, Washington 126
Cleveland 121, Orlando 111
Minnesota 102, San Antonio 94
Brooklyn 114, Atlanta 113
Houston 110, Oklahoma City 101
Chicago 111, Charlotte 100
Miami 112, Toronto 103
Dallas 147, Utah 97
Denver at L.A. Clippers, 10 p.m.
Portland at Golden State, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Milwaukee vs Indiana, 5 p.m., Las 

Vegas (Semifinal Game 1)
L.A. Lakers vs New Orleans, 9 p.m., 

Las Vegas (Semifinal Game 1)
Friday’s Games

Atlanta at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
New York at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland at Miami, 8 p.m.
Golden State at Oklahoma City, 

8 p.m.
Minnesota at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Chicago at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Houston at Denver, 9 p.m.
Sacramento at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Dallas at Portland, 10 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Utah, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
No games scheduled.

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Boston	 24	17	 4	 3	 37	 81	 59
Florida	 25	15	 8	 2	 32	 77	 66
Detroit	 24	14	 7	 3	 31	 91	 71
Tampa Bay	27	12	10	 5	 29	 90	 94
Toronto	 22	12	 6	 4	 28	 76	 74
Montreal	 25	11	 11	 3	 25	 72	 89
Buffalo	 26	10	14	 2	 22	 74	 90
Ottawa	 20	10	10	 0	 20	 70	 65

Metropolitan Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

N.Y. Rangers	24	18	5	 1	 37	 82	 66
Carolina	 24	14	 9	 1	 29	 82	 77
Philadelphia	25	13	10	 2	 28	 74	 70
N.Y. Islanders	24	10	7	 7	 27	 69	 79
Washington	22	12	 8	 2	 26	 52	 65
New Jersey	23	12	10	 1	 25	 85	 88
Pittsburgh	 25	11	 11	 3	 25	 74	 66
Columbus	 27	 8	14	 5	 21	 77	 92

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

Colorado	 25	16	 7	 2	 34	 90	 73
Dallas	 24	14	 7	 3	 31	 83	 71
Winnipeg	 24	14	 8	 2	 30	 77	 66
Arizona	 24	13	 9	 2	 28	 82	 68
St. Louis	 24	13	10	 1	 27	 70	 74
Nashville	 25	13	12	 0	 26	 80	 80
Minnesota	 23	 9	10	 4	 22	 75	 82
Chicago	 24	 7	16	 1	 15	 59	 89

Pacific Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

Vegas	 26	16	 5	 5	 37	 83	 61
Los Angeles	22	15	 4	 3	 33	 85	 53
Vancouver	26	16	 9	 1	 33	101	 70
Calgary	 25	10	12	 3	 23	 73	 87
Seattle	 26	 8	12	 6	 22	 70	 92
Anaheim	 25	10	15	 0	 20	 69	 87
Edmonton	 22	 9	12	 1	 19	 74	 79
San Jose	 26	 7	17	 2	 16	 52	106
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Tuesday’s Games
Ottawa 6, N.Y. Rangers 2
Los Angeles 4, Columbus 3, OT
Detroit 5, Buffalo 3
San Jose 5, N.Y. Islanders 4, OT
Nashville 4, Chicago 3, SO
Colorado 3, Anaheim 2
Minnesota 5, Calgary 2
New Jersey 6, Vancouver 5

Wednesday’s Games
Tampa Bay 3, Pittsburgh 1
Florida 5, Dallas 4
Vegas at St. Louis, 9 p.m.
Carolina at Edmonton, 9:30 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Buffalo at Boston, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at Montreal, 7 p.m.
San Jose at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Columbus at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 

p.m.
Dallas at Washington, 8 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Carolina at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Philadelphia at Arizona, 9 p.m.
Winnipeg at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Minnesota at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
New Jersey at Seattle, 10:30 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Pittsburgh at Florida, 7 p.m.
St. Louis at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Edmonton, 9 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Arizona at Boston, 1 p.m.
New Jersey at Calgary, 4 p.m.
Vegas at Dallas, 4 p.m.
Montreal at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Washington, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 

p.m.
St. Louis at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Carolina at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Seattle, 10 p.m.

FOOTBALL
College

2023-24 Bowl Game Schedule
Saturday, Dec. 16

Myrtle Beach Bowl
Conway, S.C.
Georgia Southern vs. Ohio, 11 a.m.
Celebration Bowl
Atlanta
Howard vs. Florida A&M, noon
New Orleans Bowl
New Orleans
Jacksonville St. vs. Louisiana, 2:15 

PM
Cure Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
Miami (Ohio) vs. Appalachian St., 

3:30 p.m.
New Mexico Bowl
Albuquerque, N.M.
New Mexico St. vs. Fresno St., 

5:45 p.m.
LA Bowl Hosted
Inglewood, Calif.
UCLA vs. Boise St., 7:30 p.m.

Independence Bowl
Shreveport, La.
California vs. Texas Tech, 9:15 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 18
Famous Toastery Bowl
Charlotte, N.C.
W. Kentucky vs. Old Dominion, 

2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec 19

Frisco Bowl
Frisco, Texas
UTSA vs. Marshall, 9:00 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 21
Boca Raton Bowl
Boca Raton, Fla.
USF vs. Syracuse, 8:00 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 22
Gasparilla Bowl
Tampa, Fla.
Geogia Tech vs. UCF, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 23
Camellia Bowl
Montgomery, Ala.
Arkansas St. vs. N. Illinois, noon
Birmingham Bowl
Birmingham, Ala.
Troy vs. Duke, noon
Armed Forces Bowl
Fort Worth, Texas
No. 24 James Madison vs. Air 

Force, 3:30 p.m.
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl
Boise, Idaho
Georgia St. vs. Utah St., 3:30 p.m.
68 Ventures Bowl
Mobile, Ala.
South Alabama vs. Eastern Michi-

gan, 7:00 p.m.
Las Vegas Bowl
Las Vegas
Utah vs. Northwestern, 7:30 p.m.
Hawaii Bowl
Honolulu, Hawaii
Coastal Carolina vs. San Jose St., 

10:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 26

Quick Lane Bowl
Detroit
Bowling Green vs. Minnesota, 2:00 

p.m.
First Responder Bowl
Dallas
Texas St. vs. Rice, 5:30 p.m.
Guaranteed Rate Bowl
Phoenix
Kansas vs. UNLV, 9:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 27
Military Bowl Presented
Annapolis, Md.
No. 23 Tulane vs. Virginia Tech, 

2:00 p.m.
Duke’s Mayo Bowl
Charlotte, N.C.
North Carolina vs. West Virginia, 

5:30 p.m.
Holiday Bowl
San Diego, Calif.
No. 16 Louisville vs. Southern Cal, 

8:00 p.m.
Texas Bowl
Houston
No. 22 Oklahoma St. vs. Texas 

A&M, 9:00 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 28

Fenway Bowl
Bronx, N.Y.
No. 17 SMU vs. Boston College, 

11:00 a.m.
Pinstripe Bowl
Boston, Mass.
Rutgers vs. Miami, 2:15 p.m.
Pop-Tarts Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
No. 19 NC State vs. Kansas St., 

5:45 p.m.
Alamo Bowl
San Antonio, Texas
No. 12 Oklahoma No. 14 Arizona, 

9:15 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 29

Gator Bowl
Jacksonville, Fla.
Clemson vs. Kentucky, 12:00 p.m.
Sun Bowl
El Paso, Texas
No. 15 Notre Dame vs. No. 21 

Oregon St., 2:00 p.m.
Liberty Bowl
Memphis, Tenn.
Memphis vs. Iowa St., 3:30 p.m.
Cotton Bowl

Arlington, Texas
No. 7 Ohio St. vs. No. 9 Missouri, 

8:00 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 30

Peach Bowl
Atlanta
No. 10 Penn St. vs. No. 11 Missis-

sippi, noon
Music City Bowl
Nashville, Tenn.
Maryland vs. Auburn, 2:00 p.m.
Orange Bowl
Miami
No. 5 Florida vs. No. 6 Georgia, 

4:00 p.m.
Arizona Bowl
Tucson, Ariz.
Toledo vs. Wyoming, 4:30 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 1
ReliaQuest Bowl
Tampa, Fla.
No. 13 LSU vs. Wisconsin, noon
Citrus Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
No. 20 Iowa vs. No. 25 Tennessee, 

1:00 p.m.
Fiesta Bowl
Glendale, Ariz.
No. 8 Oregon vs. No. 18 Liberty, 

1:00 p.m.
Rose Bowl
College Football Playoff Semifinal
Pasadena, Calif.
No. 1 Michigan vs. No. 5 Alabama, 

5:00 p.m.
Allstate Sugar Bowl
College Football Playoff Semifinal
New Orleans
No. 2 Washington vs. No. 3 Texas, 

8:45 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 8

CFP National Championship
Houston
Semifinal winners, 7:30 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Wednesday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Agreed 

to terms with RHP Craig Kimbrel on 
a one-year contract.

BOSTON RED SOX — Acquired 
RHP Justin Slaten from the New 
York Mets in exchange for minor 
league LHP Ryan Ammons and cash 
considerations.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — 
Acquired RHP Carlos Mateo from 
Houston in exchange for RHP Dylan 
Coleman.

TEXAS RANGERS — Agreed to 
terms with RHP Kirby Yates on a 
one-year major league contract.

National League
COLORADO ROCKIES — 

Released RHP Connor Seabold.
LOS ANGELES DODGERS — 

Agreed to terms with RF Jason Hey-
ward on a one-year contract.

NEW YORK METS — Agreed to 
terms with RHP Michael Tonkin on a 
one-year contract. Traded RHP Jus-
tin Slaten to Boston in exchange for 
LHP Ryan Ammons.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Name 
Yadier Molina special assistant to 
the president of baseball operations.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL — Suspended Indianapolis 
DL Al-Quadin Muhammad for six 
games for violating the league’s per-
formance-enhancing drugs policy.

BUFFALO BILLS — Designated 
TE Dawson Knox and CB Kaiir Elam 
to return from injured reserve to 
practice.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Desig-
nated CB Cameron Mitchell to return 
from injured reserve.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Rein-
stated TE Peyton Hendershot from 
injured reserve. Place TE Sean 
McKeon on injured reserve. Desig-
nated OT Matt Waletzko to return 
from injured reserve to practice.

DENVER BRONCOS — Signed LB 
Durell Nchai to the practice squad.
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 Hiday Motors
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 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
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 Mark Foreman
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Marion Wells
Service Consultant

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

Be Summer Ready

• RV’s • Golf Carts • ATV’s

Powerful Sound For 
OFF-Road Adventure

The Best On The Water. 
Loud & Clear!

• Sound Systems for boats

Looking for New Tires for Your Ride?
  WE HAVE ALL THE MAJOR BRANDS

See Us for All
Makes and Models of

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

HIDAY CHRYSLER

News-Banner Scoreboard

Defensive tackle — Mason Graham, Michi-
gan, sophomore, 6-3, 318, Anaheim, Cali-
fornia.

Defensive tackle — Tyleik Williams, 
Ohio State, junior, 6-2, 290, Manassas, Vir-
ginia.

Linebacker — Abdul Carter, Penn State, 
sophomore, 6-3, 249, Philadelphia.

Linebacker — Bryce Gallagher, North-
western, senior, 6-2, 235, Raynham, Mas-
sachusetts.

Linebacker — Junior Colson, Michigan, 
junior, 6-3, 247, Brentwood, Tennessee.

Cornerback — Denzel Burke, Ohio 
State, junior, 6-1, 190, Phoenix.

Cornerback — Will Johnson, Michigan, 
sophomore, 6-2, 202, Detroit.

Safety — Dillon Thieneman, Purdue, 
freshman, 6-0, 205, Westfield, Indiana.

Safety — Sebastian Castro, Iowa, senior, 
5-11, 205, Oak Lawn, Illinois.

Punter — Ryan Eckley, Michigan State, 
freshman, 6-2, 205, Lithia, Florida.

INDIVIDUAL HONORS
Offensive player of the year — Marvin 

Harrison Jr., Ohio State.
Defensive player of the year — Jer’Zhan 

Newton, Illinois.
Coach of the year — David Braun, 

Northwestern.
Newcomer of the year — Dillon Thiene-

man, Purdue.
ALL BIG-TEN VOTING PANEL

Bob Asmussen, Champaign (Illinois) 
News-Gazette; Colten Bartholomew, 
Madison.com (Wisconsin); Bret Beherns, 
WCIA-TV, Champaign, Illinois; Frank 
Bodani, York (Pennsylvania) Daily Record; 
Angelique Chengelis, Detroit News; Gra-
ham Couch, Lansing (Michigan) State 
Journal; Dave Eanet, WGN Radio, Chica-
go; Bob Flounders, PennLive (Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania); Brian Fonseca, New Jersey 
Advance Media (Newark); Tony Garcia, 
Detroit Free Press; George Gerbo, Washing-
ton Times; Zach Hanley, WISC-TV, Madi-
son, Wisconsin; Marcus Hartman, Day-
ton (Ohio) Daily News; Joseph Kaufman, 
Columbus Dispatch; Patrick Lanni, New 
Jersey Advance Media (Newark); Chad 
Leistikow, Des Moines (Iowa) Register; 
Sam McKewon, Omaha (Nebraska) World-
Herald; Luke Mullin, Lincoln (Nebraska) 
Journal Star; Zach Osterman, Indianapo-
lis Star; Dylan Sinn, Fort Wayne (Indiana) 
Journal Gazette; Chris Solari, Detroit Free 
Press; John Steppe, Cedar Rapids (Iowa) 
Gazette; Darren Wolfson, KSTP-TV, St. 
Paul, Minnesota.

(Continued from Page 6)

AP Big Ten honors

NASCAR CUP SERIES
Last race: Ryan Blaney raced to his first career NASCAR 

championship by banging his way past fellow contender and 
2021 champion Kyle Larson in the closing laps at Phoenix 
Raceway to give Team Penske back-to-back Cup titles. Joey 
Logano won the title last year, and Ross Chastain won the 
race, becoming the first driver to win the season finale while 
not in contention for the championship.

Next race: Season openers Feb. 4, Los Angeles (non-points 
race), and Feb. 15, Daytona Beach, Florida.

NASCAR XFINITY SERIES
Last race: Cole Custer pulled away in a three-wide race 

with fellow contenders Justin Allgaier and John Hunter Nem-
echek and held off Allgaier at Phoenix to win his first Xfinity 
Series championship.

Next race: Season opener Feb. 17, Daytona Beach, Florida.
NASCAR TRUCK SERIES

Last race: Ben Rhodes' fifth-place finish in a crash-filled, 
quadruple-overtime Truck Series finale at Phoenix was enough 
to earn him his second series championship in three years, by 
one point over Grant Enfinger, while non-championship con-
tender Christian Eckes won for the fourth time this season.

Next race: Season opener Feb. 16, Daytona Beach, Florida.
FORMULA ONE

Abu Dhabi Grand Prix
Schedule: Sunday, race, 8 a.m. (ESPN).
Track: Yas Marina Circuit.
Last race: Three-time series champion Max Verstappen 

passed Charles Leclerc twice, the second time with 13 laps to 
go, extending his record for victories in a season to 18 in Las 
Vegas.

Next race: 2024 season opener, March 2, Bahrain.
INDYCAR

Last race: Scott Dixon won at Laguna Seca, his third win 
of the season, all in the last four races. The six-time champi-
on gave Chip Ganassi Racing a 1-2 finish in the standings. A 
week earlier, teammate Alex Palou became the first driver in 
18 years to clinch the title before the final race of the season.

Next race: Season opener at St. Petersburg, Florida.
NHRA DRAG RACING

Last event: Doug Kalitta won in Top Fuel and Chad Green 
won in Funny Car in the season finale in Pomona, California.

Next event: Season-openers March 7-10, Gainesville, Flor-
ida.

WORLD OF OUTLAWS
Next events: Season openers Feb. 8, 9 and 10, Barberville, 

Florida.outfielder Jason Heyward, and World Series 
champion Texas signed veteran reliever 
Kirby Yates to a $4.5 million, one-year con-
tract.

Agent Scott Boras, who represents Soto 
along with free agents Cody Bellinger, 
Blake Snell, Jordan Montgomery and Jung 
Hoo Lee, held his annual winter meetings 
news conference filled with one-liners.

“As far as Bellinger, we know that the 
belly button has been pushed and there’s 
a lot of inners, more inners than outers no 
doubt,” Boras said. “So it’s been an aggres-
sive campaign for elite talents in these win-
ter meetings.”

Snell followed his 2018 AL Cy Young 
Award by winning this year’s NL honor. 
“When you flip the coin, it always comes up 
... on both sides,” Boras said.

Teams stocked up on pitching in the big 
league phase of the winter meeting draft of 
unprotected players, taking pitchers with 
eight of the 10 selections — including three 
from the Yankees’ system.

The Yankees lost a pair of right-handers 
in the first two picks, with Oakland taking 
Mitch Spence and Kansas City selecting 
Matt Sauer. Texas, fresh off its first World 
Series title, chose right-hander Carson Cole-
man from the Yankees with the No. 23 
selection.

(Continued from Page 6)

MLB players up for grabs
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‘Perfect’ marriage has some secrets
Dear Annie: My husband died in 

February 2020, just a few weeks after 
our 25th wedding anniversary. He was 
12 years older than me, and this was a 
second marriage for both of us.

Our sex life started out amazing but 
came to a screeching halt about 13 years 
in, after he developed what he called a 
“friendship” with a co-worker. I called it 
an emotional affair, which he adamantly 
denied. Counseling worked short-term, 
and their relationship ended when she 
moved across country (with his help). I 
continued with counseling without his 
knowledge, and the counselor was sup-
portive of me. My husband kept saying 
he was “content” with being abstinent.

We lived the next 12 years as brother 
and sister, although we had many fights 
over trivial things that had never been 
an issue before. To friends and family, 
we were madly in love.

Inside, I was seething over his 
worsening lack of empathy toward the 
intense stress of my job. I quit trying 
to vent about any issue I was facing 
because he would go into a rage about 
whoever was upsetting me — yelling 
about “how dare they” and “you should 
sue.” Then he would calm down and say 
how glad he was that he got that out of 
his system. All I wanted was a hug and 
some empathy.

The day after his untimely death at 
age 72, my sons came over to remove 
his guns, as they know I dislike having 
guns in the house. One pistol was miss-
ing, so I checked my husband’s dresser 
drawers (he did his own laundry). I was 
stunned to find a picture of him and his 
old co-worker together.

Friends and family think my husband 
was perfect. He was the life of the party 
and extremely intelligent. I have such 
overwhelming feelings of anger toward 
him. No one knows, and people con-
tinue to talk about missing him and how 
great he was.

I have no intention of ever hav-
ing another romantic relationship (I’m 
64) because I cannot work through the 
anger and I don’t think I could trust 
another man.

Do you think 
counseling would 
help? I have very 
little money left 
each month, and 
my insurance 
doesn’t  cover 
it. My two clos-
est friends do 
not know, and I 
hate to ruin their 
image of this 
“perfect” man. — 
Can’t Get Rid of 
Anger

Dear  Can’t 
Get Rid of Anger: Yes, I think coun-
seling would help. You are holding so 
much inside, and you need to confide 
in someone. Why hold up an image of a 
perfect man? First of all, no human is 
perfect, they are only human, so try to 
let that image go. Twelve years of no 
intimacy and feeling like you were being 
lied to is difficult, to say the least. You 
have to process that and confide in your 
friends and a therapist as to the pain 
you suffered for all those years and how 
betrayed you felt when you saw a photo 
of him with his co-worker.

You didn’t do anything wrong, and 
it makes it more challenging because 
you can’t physically talk to him to work 
through the issues. Best of luck to you 
and please know that you don’t have to 
hold up a perfect image of your hus-
band — or of yourself, for that matter. 
You kept saying that on the outside it 
looked like the perfect marriage; what 
does it matter what it looks like to other 
people? What matters is how you felt in 
your marriage and how you can heal 
those wounds.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

We must yield our life to 
Christ without reserve
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
< Movie TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Perry 
Stone 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Rabbi 
Lapin 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

The Price Is Right at 
Night (N) 

Ghosts UK 
(N) 

Ghosts UK
(N) 

SEAL Team "Man on 
Fire" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) Comics 
Unleashed 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago P.D. "Signs of 
Violence" 

Chicago P.D. "Due 
Process" 

Chicago P.D. "Trouble 
Dolls" 

Chicago P.D. "Fight" Chicago P.D. "A Better 
Place" 

Chicago P.D. "Safe" Chicago P.D. "The Right 
Thing" 

Chicago P.D. "The 
Other Side" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Bachelor in Paradise Stars and villains from "The Bachelor" and "The 
Bachelorette" get another chance to find love. (SF) (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Christmas Country music icons perform holiday 
hits at the Grand Ole Opry House in Nashville, Tenn.

Dateline NBC (N) News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Lost 
Vegas" 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man
"The Ring" 

Dateline "The Woman 
With No Name" 

Chicago P.D. "The One 
Next to Me" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Son of a 

Critch (N) 
Children 
Ruin (N) 

Whose 
Line 

American 
Joke Off 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Iconic America "The 
Hollywood Sign" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Arts In 
Focus (N) 

Steve David Lawrence presents his favorite performances 
by his parents, Steve Lawrence & Eydie Gorme. 

Cyndi Lauper Live...At Last Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Iconic America "The 
Hollywood Sign" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Now 
Entering 

Freedom is 
Written 

Vienna Blood "The Last 
Séance, Part 1" 

Around the World Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Hell's Kitchen (N) LEGO Masters (N) FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "One Man's 
Treasure" 

Castle "The Fifth Bullet" Castle "A Rose for 
Everafter" 

Castle "Sucker Punch" Castle "The Third Man" (:05) Castle "Suicide 
Squeeze" 

(:05) Castle "The Mistress 
Always Spanks Twice" 

Castle "Sucker Punch" 

FX  24 132 136 148 Movie <++ The Day After Tomorrow (‘04) Dennis Quaid. <+++ Avatar (2009, Sci-Fi) Zoe Saldana, Sigourney Weaver, Sam Worthington. <++ Pacific Rim Uprising

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

<++ A Bad Moms Christmas (2017, Comedy) Kristen Bell,
Kathryn Hahn, Mila Kunis. 

House of Villains (N) E! News
(N) 

House of Villains "Three Villains 
Walk Into a Bar ... Ouch" 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

< Movie <+++ The Wolf of Wall Street (‘13, Com.-Dra) 
Jonah Hill, Margot Robbie, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball Teams TBA All the latest basketball action from 

the NBA. (L) (N) 
NHL Hockey Dallas Stars at Washington Capitals From Capital 
One Arena in Washington, D.C. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey New Jersey Devils at Seattle Kraken From Climate 
Pledge Arena in Seattle. (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 Around (N) Pardon (N) SportsCenter Women's College Volleyball Women's College Volleyball SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

FSMW  33  418 671 
(3:00) High School 
Football 

The Rally (N) Icons 
Horrow 

Sports 
Stars 

High School Football FHSAA Championship: Teams TBA Action from high 
school football. (L) (N) 

Breaking 
Par 

Destinat-
ion Polaris

World Poker Ladies 
Championship - Part 1 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(:15) Goal 
Zone (L) (N) 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Great Expectations" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Something Happened" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Intent" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Pathological" 

Law & Order: SVU "In 
Loco Parentis" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Dare" 

Law-SVU "Never Turn
Your Back on Them" 

Law & 
Order: SVU 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Dirty Jobs "Glass 
Maker" 

Dirty Jobs "Rocky Reach 
Dam" 

Dirty Jobs "Worm 
Grunter" 

Caught!
"Heists" 

Caught! Caught! 
(N) 

Caught!
(N) 

Contraband: Seized at 
the Border 

Contraband: Seized
"The Avocado Couple" 

Caught!
"Heists" 

Caught! 

TLC  36 73 183 280 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé Welcome (N) Welcome (N) Welcome (N) sMothered Welcome to Plathville 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
American Pickers "A 
Record Deal" 

American Pickers
"Rock 'n Go" 

American Pickers
"Country Road Gold" 

Mountain Men "Alaska: Cold 
Pursuit" (N) 

(:35) Mountain Men "Alaska: Cold 
Pursuit" 

(:05) Mountain Men
"Untethered" 

(:05) Mountain Men 
"Alaska: Cold Pursuit" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 After the First 48 (N) Raw "Test of Faith" (N) Accused: Guilty (N) The First 48 After the First 48 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Flipping for 
Christmas 

< Christmas With a Kiss (2023, Romance) Ronnie 
Rowe Jr., Jaime M. Callica, Mishael Morgan. 

< Everything Christmas (2023, Drama) Katherine 
Barrell, Corey Sevier, Cindy Busby. 

< Never Been Chris'd (2023, Romance) Pascal 
Lamothe-Kipnes, Tyler Hynes, Janel Parrish. 

< Christmas at the 
Plaza 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:00) <++ Fast Five 
(‘11) Vin Diesel. 

<++ Battle: Los Angeles (2011, Sci-Fi) Michelle Rodriguez,
Ramon Rodriguez, Aaron Eckhart. 

<++ Transformers: The Last Knight (2017, Action) Anthony Hopkins, Josh 
Duhamel, Mark Wahlberg. 

(:50) <++ Priest (‘11) Karl Urban, 
Cam Gigandet, Paul Bettany. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang NBA Basketball <+++ The Suicide Squad

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <++ The 
Hangover Part II 

<++ The Hangover Part III (2013, Comedy) Ed 
Helms, Zach Galifianakis, Bradley Cooper. 

NBA Tip-Off (L) (N) NBA Basketball NBA In-Season Tournament, First Semifinal: 
Teams TBA From T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas. (L) (N) 

Inside the NBA (L) (N) Natalia 
Grace 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:00) <++ Four 
Christmases 

<++ Christmas With the Kranks (2004, 
Comedy) Jamie Lee Curtis, Dan Aykroyd, Tim Allen. 

<+++ National Lampoon's Christmas 
Vacation (‘89) Beverly D'Angelo, Chevy Chase. 

(:15) <+++ National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation (1989, 
Comedy) Beverly D'Angelo, Randy Quaid, Chevy Chase. 

< Eight 
Crazy Nig... 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office (:35) Office (:10) Office (:45) Office (:20) The Office (:55) Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub Retro Radioactive Highlights, news, and opinion from the 

always-rocking world of NASCAR. 
SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

Dog Show The 147th Westminster Dog Show is 
America's second-longest continuously held sporting ev.. 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 (4:30) <++ Next Friday Ice Cube. <+++ Friday (‘95) Chris Tucker, Ice Cube. Love After Brat Loves Judy (N) Brat Loves Judy <+ Friday After Next (‘02) Mike Epps, Ice Cube. 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Flay Selena (N) Christmas Cookie (N) Baking Compe. Christmas Cookie Selena + Chef: Home 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Southern Hospitality Southern Charm Southern Charm Southern Charm (N) Southern (SP) (N) WatchWhat Southern Hospitality Southern Charm Movie 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob < Movie Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Ladybug Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Big City Miraculous World (:10) Ghost (:35) Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Villains Villains Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:10) < 
Home Alo... 

(:40) <++ Home Alone 2: Lost in New York (1992, Children)
Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern, Macaulay Culkin. 

(:20) <++ Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000, Children)
Jeffrey Tambor, Christine Baranski, Jim Carrey. 

The 700 Club <++ The Family Stone 
(‘05) Dermot Mulroney. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:15) <+++ Sleepy Hollow (1999, Horror)
Christina Ricci, Miranda Richardson, Johnny Depp. 

(:05) 30 Coins "The Two 
Cores" 

<++ Watchmen (2009, Action) Malin Akerman, Jackie Earle 
Haley, Billy Crudup. 

(:45) The Gilded Age
"Warning Shots" 

(:45) Murder, Boston
"Roots" 

(:45) TBA 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:35) <++ The Hunted 
(‘03) Tommy Lee Jones. 

(:10) <+ Law Abiding Citizen (2009, Thriller)
Gerard Butler, Colm Meaney, Jamie Foxx. 

<++ The Strangers: Prey at Night 
(‘18) Christina Hendricks. (P) 

(:25) <+++ The Witch (‘15) Ralph 
Ineson, Kate Dickie, Anya Taylor-Joy. 

<++ Bandits (2001, Comedy) Billy Bob Thornton, 
Cate Blanchett, Bruce Willis. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) <+++ The Cider 
House Rules 

(:15) <++ Scream (2022, Horror) Courteney Cox,
David Arquette, Neve Campbell. 

(:15) < Earth Mama (2023, Drama) Erika 
Alexander, Doechii, Tia Nomore. 

Fellow Travelers
"Beyond Measure" 

<++ The Whale (2022, Drama) Sadie Sink, Hong 
Chau, Brendan Fraser. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:30) <+++ Train to Busan (‘16) 
Jung Yu-mi, Ma Dong-seok, Gong Yoo. 

< S.O.S. Survive or Sacrifice (‘20)
Jeannine Kaspar, William Baldwin. 

<+++ Total Recall (1990, Sci-Fi) Rachel Ticotin,
Sharon Stone, Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

<++++ Terminator 2: Judgment Day (‘91)
Linda Hamilton, Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

(:20) < 13 Fanboy (2021, 
Horror) Corey Feldman. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: I’ve been told that in 
order to demonstrate that 
I am a Christian I need to 
physically and emotion-
ally express myself in wor-
ship to God. Is this true, 
and if not, what does it 
mean to be filled with the 
Spirit? – S.F.

A: The tides of civiliza-
tion have risen, the cours-
es of nations have been 
changed, and the pages of 
history have been bright-
ened by people who have 
been filled with the Spirit 
of God.

But what does it mean 
to be filled with the Spir-
it? It is not necessarily an 
emotional experience, nor 
will it necessarily bring 
us some type of spiritual 
experience. To be filled 

with the Spirit is to be 
controlled by the Spir-
it. It is to be so yield-
ed to Christ that our 

supreme desire is to do 
His will. When we come 
to Christ, the Spirit comes 
to dwell within us — 
whether we are aware of 
His presence or not. But 
as we grow in Christ, our 
goal is to be controlled 
by the Spirit. Human 
beings don’t like the idea 
of being controlled by 
others, or submitting, 
but humbling ourselves 
before the Lord brings 
us to obedience. Submis-
sion involves getting rid 
of everything that hinders 
God’s control over our 
lives.

We must yield our life 
to Christ without reserve, 
asking Him to fill us and 
use us for His glory. When 
the Spirit of God dwells in 

us, He will produce the 
fruit of good works. Gar-
dens don’t grow by them-
selves; they need to be 
tended and cultivated and 
weeded. We should pray 
that our souls would be 
cultivated, that He might 
find favorable ground to 
produce that which He 
will use.

“Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, 
and He will lift you up” 
(James 4:10, NKJV). The 
world needs to be touched 
by Christians who are 
Spirit filled, Spirit led, and 
Spirit empowered.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

EMPLOYMENT FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

MICHIGAN CHRISTMAS

TREES! Tim Murray's Fresh
Cut Christmas Trees,
Wreaths, Garland, Grave
Blankets and Boughs! Also
Michigan Maple Syrup. Lo-
cated at Bummies Root Beer
Stand, 1263 S. Main Street.,
Bluffton. Open Daily at 10am
beginning Saturday, Nov. 25.
Phone: 231-920-6194.

Pets
TWO OLDER YORKIES, both
female, two Yorkie pups, one
male, one female, potty trained
to go on potty papers. Call
260-849-3138 for prices.

RENTALS
Office Space Rental

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
for an additional $5. Contact
the Bluffton News-Banner of-
fice, 125 N. Johnson St.,
824-0224, or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Public Notices

Lottery Numbers
Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 08-26-31-35-38
Lotto Plus — 09-20-28-34-37-41
Cash4Life — 08-14-38-40-46, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 01-03-06-07-12-21-25-32-34-

41-51-52-58-60-65-69-71-72-73-76, BE: 58
Daily Three-Midday — 09-07-01, SB: 04
Daily Three-Evening — 00-07-02, SB: 08
Daily Four-Midday — 09-02-04-09, SB: 04
Daily Four-Evening — 02-05-04-02, SB: 08
Quick Draw Evening — 04-15-16-18-21-22-23-24-34-

36-37-39-41-43-46-62-64-72-74-79, BE: 24
Hoosier Lotto — 09-16-22-26-30-37

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $395 million

POWERBALL
02-12-37-56-65 Powerball: 21; Power Play: 3X
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is Tues., Dec. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!
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Tues., Dec. 26!
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Tues., Dec. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is 
Tues., Dec. 26!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Get Holiday Cash NOW

We Buy Junk Cars

Camelot Auto LLC

260-307-1302

Primary 
Contracting, LLC Free Estimates and 

Inspections for remodeling

260-223-4276 Ask for Edwin Wickey

an munch more! competitive rates!
house’s and barns - metal or shingle roofs

Decks or new construction additions pole Barns

Goods & services 
directory

NOTICE OF THE
TAKING OF BIDS

BE IT KNOWN that the Town of 
Markle, (“Town”) acting by its Town 
Council (“Council”) has determined 
that a lease, rather than a sale, 
transfer, or exchange of certain 
real property that the Town owns 
commonly known as 197 E. Morse 
Street, Markle, Indiana 46770 
(“Real Estate”), Parcel ID num-
ber 35-07-01-100-000.200-015 
as designated on the real estate 
records maintained in the Hunting-
ton County, Indiana, Courthouse, 
would be in the best interests of 
the Town and the public; and the 
Property has been appraised to 
determine its aggregate current fair 
market rental value in accordance 
with IC 36-1-11.

On Wednesday, December, 
20th, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. local 
time in the Council Meeting Room 
located at 154 E Morse St., Mar-
kle, Indiana, the Council, for itself 
and on behalf of the Town, shall 
receive, open, and review bids for 
the commercial lease of the Real 
Estate materially as provided in 
a Commercial Lease Agreement 
form which is on file in the office of 
the Town’s Clerk-Treasurer, locat-
ed at 197 E. Morse Street, Markle, 
Indiana 46770. A copy of that form 
of Commercial Lease Agreement 
may be obtained from that Clerk-
Treasurer’s office upon request.

The minimum terms and con-
ditions of the Commercial Lease 
Agreement are as follows: (1) 
Lease term to be not less than 
5 years; (2) Annual rent to be not 
less than $12,000 ; (3) Tenant to 
provide security deposit of not less 
than one month’s rent; (4) Tenant 
to be responsible for all personal 
property taxes, real property taxes, 
and assessments; (5) Tenant to be 
responsible for all utilities; and (6) 
Tenant to be responsible for any 
and all buildout/construction costs, 
if any, with plans and specifications 
subject to the Town’s approval.

Each bid must be sealed and 
clearly marked “Real Estate Bid” 
on the outside. Each bid must be 
in the form Commercial Lease 
Agreement on file in the office of 
the Town’s Clerk-Treasurer, and 
shall identify the bidder; bidder’s 
mailing address and phone num-
ber; and the bid terms and condi-
tions for the Lease. Sealed bids 
may be, but are not required to be, 
provided in advance to the Markle 
Clerk-Treasurer at 197 E. Morse 
Street, Markle, Indiana 46770 no 
later than 4:00 p.m. (local time). All 
bids timely received will be opened 
and read aloud. Late bids will be 
returned unopened.

The Real Estate may not be 
leased to a person who: (1) owes 
delinquent taxes, special assess-
ments, penalties, interest, or costs 
directly attributable to a prior tax 
sale on a tract of real property list-
ed under IC 6-1.1-24-1, or (2) is an 
agent of a person who owes delin-
quent taxes, special assessments, 
penalties, interest, or costs directly 
attributable to a prior tax sale on a 
tract of real property listed under IC 
6-1.1-24-1. Any bid submitted by a 
Trust as defined in IC 30-4-1-1(a) 
must identify each beneficiary of 
the Trust and each settlor empow-
ered to revoke or modify the Trust.

As determined by Council, the 
bidding for the commercial lease of 
the Real Estate will continue from 
day to day for a period not lon-
ger than sixty days. A bidder may 
raise the bidder’s bid and that raise 
takes effect after the Town has 
given written notice of that raise 
to the other bidders. Council may, 
at any time on or after the initial 
date set to receive bids, lease the 
Real Estate to the highest and best 
bidder. Council may reject all bids 
received.

Terms and condit ions of 
lease: Successful bidder(s) will 
be required to execute and return 
a Commercial Lease Agreement 
within ten days of notification.

REASONABLE ACCOMMO-
DATIONS FOR PERSONS WITH 
A KNOWN DISABLING CONDI-
TION WILL BE CONSIDERED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE 
AND FEDERAL LAW. ANY PER-
SON NEEDING REASONABLE 
ACCOMMODATIONS SHOULD 
CONTACT THE TOWN CLERK-
TREASURER’S OFFICE. (See 
below)

TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF MARKLE, INDIANA

By: Stephenie Hensley as 
Clerk-Treasurer

	 Markle Town Hall
	 197 E. Morse Street
	 Markle, Indiana 46770
	 (260) 758-3193
	 clerk@markleindiana.com

nb 11/30, 12/7
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

IN THE WELLS CIRCUIT COURT
OF WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA

	 DOCKET NO.
90C01-2311-EU-000054

Notice is hereby given that 
LINDA J. MASTERSON was on 
the 21st day of November, 2023, 
appointed personal representative 
of the estate of CAROL J. MEEKS, 
deceased, who died on the 31st 
day of October, 2023, and was 
authorized to administer her estate 
without Court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file those claims 
in the office of the Clerk of the 
Wells Circuit Court within three (3) 
months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or those claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
21st day of November, 2023.

	 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Matthew P. Hayes
Attorney for Personal Representa-
tive
Attorney No. 3200-02
GORDON & ASSOCIATES. P.C.
119 East Oak Forest Drive
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 824-9377

nb 11/30, 12/7
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

11/9/2023
Notice is hereby given that the 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
will hold a Public Hearing in Con-
ference Room 105 in the Wells 
Carnegie Government Annex, 223 
W. Washington St., in the City of 
Bluffton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on 
the 19th day of December, 2023, 
for the purpose of reviewing and 
hearing comment on the request of 
ANS Enterprises, Inc., 424 E Town-
ley, Bluffton, IN 46714 for the pur-
pose of a Variance.

Current Zoning: B-3
Proposed Variance: To allow a 

reduced road frontage of 12.5’ from 
the required 25’ for a new parcel to 
be created.

Common Location: The sub-
ject property is located at 1780 S 
Main St., Bluffton, Indiana, 46714.

Brief Legal: The subject prop-
erty is described as 2.593 acres in 
the SE quarter of Section 9 Town-
ship 26N Range 12E in Harrison 
Township.

Dated this 1st day of Decem-
ber, 2023

	 WELLS COUNTY BOARD 
	 OF ZONING APPEALS 

Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr., 
	 Director

oj, nb 12/7
hspaxlp

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE JEFFERSON TOWN-

SHIP TRUSTEE WILL HOLD A 
SPECIAL MEETING AT 5:30 P.M. 
DECEMBER 21, 2023 AT 1645 
HILLCREST DR. SUITE A CON-
FERANCE ROOM.

TOPIC:
APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR 

TOWNSHIP ASSISTANCE FUND, 
POOR RELIEF.

	LARRY HECKBER,
JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP

	TRUSTEE
nb 12/7
hspaxlp

BIDDING ENDS DECEMBER 
14 - Soft close at 6 p.m. - 
Joyce (Gale) Baumgartner, 
sellers. Online personal prop-
erty auction. Baumgartner 
Hatchery memorabilia, Muen-
sterberg clock tower globe, 
glass, Echo equipment, primi-
tives, granite, cookware, fur-
niture, and much more! Pick 
up Dec. 15, 3-6 p.m. at 113 
Northwood Drive, Bluffton, IN. 
Heartland Auction & Realty, 
Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS ENDING DECEM-
BER 17 - 6 p.m. EST - Ronald 
H. Jackson estate, owner. 
Online only personal property 
auction! 300 lots featuring: 
household, antiques, furniture, 
glassware, collectible Bossom 
chalkware, tools, long & hand 
guns & much more! Auction 
preview: Dec. 13, 4:30-5:30 
p.m., 3934 Summersworth 
Run, Fort Wayne, IN. Auc-
tion pick up: Dec. 18, 2-6 p.m. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.
DECEMBER 31-JANUARY 7 
- Estate of Mary Lynn Laut-
zenheiser, seller. Personal 
property online only auction. 
John Deere mower, lawn & 
garden, furniture, Christmas, 
books, household. Open hous-
es: Jan. 4 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Jan. 6 from 10 a.m. to 
noon, 4917 E 100 N., Bluffton, 
IN. Isaac Stoller, sale man-
ager, The Steffen Group Inc., 
http://www.steffengrp.com, 
260-824-3006.

Public
Sale 

Calendar

Help Wanted
CNC MACHINIST Hi, tired of
working in a dead end job?
Running the same machine,
making the same part? Feel
like you're not getting any bet-
ter? Not learning any new ma-
chining skills? Take this
opportunity to become a mas-
ter machinist. Learn to operate
multiple machines, make pre-
cision component parts, in our
AS100 Certified Job Shop.
Perhaps you retired too early
and are looking for a part time
position we are offering this
too.
Email:
jturnbull@dedricktool.com
260 824-3334

THE BLUFFTON POLICE De-
partment is seeking applica-
tions to fill the position of
Ordinance Compliance Officer.
This full-time civilian position is
responsible for ensuring com-
pliance with all city ordinances
and is based in the police de-
partment working M-F 8a-4p.
Duties include downtown park-
ing enforcement and resolution
of weed and junk complaints.
The successful applicant must
be at least 18 years old with a
high school diploma or GED
equivalent, possess a respon-
sible driving history and clean
criminal background. Knowl-
edge of law procedures pre-
ferred. Application is available
on the city's website
www.blufftonindiana.net. For
more information contact Chief
of Police Kyle Randall at
824-3320 or kyle.randall@bluff
tonindiana.gov. Applications
are due back December 22,
2023 by 4:30 p.m.

HELOISE HINT: Bringing your 
first pet home? Check local 
animal shelters, because there 
can be many wonderful dogs 
and cats who might be in need 
of a good home. Email HELO-
ISE@Heloise.com.

SERVICES
Services

SWITCH AND SAVE up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)
DURACELL. THE #1 trusted 
battery brand now offering the 
M150 Portable Power Station. 
When fully charged the M150 
provides enough power to 
charge all your devices - lap-
tops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. 
Give the gift of portable power 
this holiday season - only $199. 
Go to portablepower.info/145. 
(I)
SWITCH TO DISH and get up 
to a $300 gift card! Plus get the 
Multisport pack included for a 
limited time!  Hurry, call for de-
tails: 1-855-551-9764 (I)

Services
NEW WINDOWS FROM Win-
dow Nation. Special money 
saving offer zero down, zero 
payments, zero interest for 
TWO years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE! Offer is 
valid for select models. Labor 
not included. Other restrictions 
apply. Call Window Nation to-
day! 866-553-0725 (I)
DIRECTV SPORTS PACK - 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 
40 regional and specialty net-
works included. NFL, College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf 
and more. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931 (I)
DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY 
Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help get you 
approved! No money out of 
pockets! Call 1-855-995-4758 
(I) Read & recycle this newspaper



By MICHAEL R. BLOOD 
and KEVIN FREKING 

Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) 

— Two months after his 
historic ouster as U.S. 
House speaker, Republican 
Rep. Kevin McCarthy said 
Wednesday that he is resign-
ing and will leave Congress 
by the end of the year.

His  announcement 
capped a stunning end to a 
House career for the one-
time deli counter owner 
from Bakersfield, Califor-
nia, who ascended through 
state and national politics to 
become second in line to the 
presidency, until a cluster 
of hard-right conservatives 
engineered his removal in 
October.

McCarthy is the only 
speaker in history to be 
voted out of the job.

“No matter the odds, 
or personal cost, we did 
the right thing,” McCarthy 
wrote in The Wall Street 
Journal, announcing his 
decision. “It is in this spirit 
that I have decided to depart 
the House at the end of this 
year to serve America in 
new ways.”

Word about McCarthy’s 
future had been expected, 
days before the filing dead-
line to seek reelection to the 
House. But his decision ric-
ocheted across Capitol Hill, 
where his departure will 
leave the already paper-thin 
House GOP majority even 
tighter, with just a few seats 
to spare.

It adds to a wave of 
retirements in both par-
ties, as many members 
seek higher office or look 
to escape the partisan ran-
cor that often paralyzes 
the chamber. Republicans 
have been split by infight-
ing and the rare expulsion 
last week of indicted GOP 
Rep. George Santos of New 
York, dashing hopes for 
major accomplishments and 
leaving the majority strain-
ing to conduct the basic 
business of governing.

It’s also the end of an era 
for a generation of House 
Republicans led by McCar-
thy and former Reps. Paul 
Ryan and Eric Cantor, the 
so-called “Young Guns” 
whose book of the same title 
outlined a new style of GOP 
governance. Ryan and Can-

tor are gone, and McCarthy 
will soon exit.

McCarthy had brought 
the Republicans into the 
majority but found it was 
much more difficult to lead 
the GOP’s factions.

His toppling from the 
speaker’s post was fueled by 
grievances from his party’s 
hard-right flank, including 
over his decision to work 
with Democrats to keep the 
federal government open 
rather than risk a shutdown.

House Speaker Mike 
Johnson of Louisiana, a 
Republican who succeeded 
McCarthy as speaker, tweet-
ed that McCarthy “served 
faithfully and sacrificed 
substantially for the good of 
our country and our cause.”

Speaking later with 
reporters, Johnson called 
McCarthy a “long and trust-
ed friend” and said he was 
“sad to see him go.”

Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., 
who led the effort to 
remove McCarthy, tweet-
ed a one-word response 
after his announcement: 
“McLeavin.”

He later  chast ised 
McCarthy, whose depar-

ture will further narrow 
the GOP’s fragile hold on 
power. “I think he should 
have stuck around and 
helped us hold a strong 
majority,” Gaetz told report-
ers. “But he left.”

McCarthy, 58, arrived in 
the House in January 2007 
after a stint in the Califor-
nia Assembly, where he 
was minority leader. In 
Congress, he maneuvered 
through his party’s hierar-
chy before being elected 
speaker in January.

The dayslong floor fight 
that preceded his eleva-
tion to the House’s top job 
foreshadowed a stormy ten-
ure, at a time when former 
President Donald Trump 
remained the de facto leader 
of the party and deep divi-
sions within the GOP raised 
serious questions about the 
party’s ability to govern.

It took a record 15 votes 
over four days for McCar-
thy to line up the support 
he needed to win the post 
he had long coveted, finally 
prevailing on a 216-212 
vote with Democrats back-
ing leader Hakeem Jef-
fries of New York and six 

Republican holdouts voting 
present. Not since the Civil 
War era has a speaker’s vote 
dragged through so many 
rounds of counting.

McCarthy emerged from 
the fight weakened, espe-
cially considering Republi-
cans held only a fragile mar-
gin in the chamber after a 
predicted “red wave” failed 
to materialize in the 2022 
elections.

In the speaker’s job, 
McCarthy’s well-known 
savvy for fundraising and 
political glad-handing 
appeared ill-suited for cor-
ralling his party’s hard-right 
members. Deals he cut to 
become speaker — includ-
ing a rules change that 

allowed any single lawmak-
er to file a motion to remove 
him — left him vulnerable.

When he became speak-
er, “he faced new challeng-
es that required a different 
skill set,” said Claremont 
McKenna College political 
scientist Jack Pitney, a one-
time domestic policy ana-
lyst for House Republicans. 
And “the deals he made to 
become speaker made it 
almost impossible for him to 
succeed as speaker.”

McCarthy, the son of a 
firefighter and a homemaker, 
has long depicted himself as 
a tireless battler. He is fond 
of quoting his father, who 
told him, “It’s not how you 
start, it’s how you finish.”
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden told Native Ameri-
can nations gathered for a summit 
Wednesday that his administration 
was working to heal the wrongs of 
the past as he signed an executive 
order that seeks to make it easier 
for Indigenous peoples to access 
federal funding, and have greater 
autonomy over how to spend it.

Biden also threw his support 
behind a request to allow Haude-
nosaunee Confederacy to com-
pete under its own flag in the 2028 
Olympics in lacrosse, a sport they 
invented.

Historically, federal policies 
attacked Native people’s rights to 
self-governance and caused last-
ing economic damage. Biden said 
the actions at the summit were 
“key steps” that would help usher 
in an new era of tribal sovereignty. 
“A new era grounded in dignity 
and respect that recognizes your 
fundamental rights to govern and 
grow on your own terms,” he said.

“It’s hard work to heal the 
wrongs of the past and change the 
course, and move forward,” Biden 
said.

Yurok Tribal Council Member 

Phillip Williams described Biden’s 
speech as inspirational.

“It felt like our highest offi-
cial in the land acknowledges the 
crimes of the past,” he said. “His 
contribution to society is to help to 
heal the tribal nations.”

Biden signed the order as mem-
bers of his administration and 
tribal nation leaders stood behind 
him on stage at the Department of 
the Interior. The order in part cre-
ates a clearinghouse for Native 
American and Alaska native tribes 
to find and access grants and it 
requests that federal agencies 
ensure that funding is accessible 
and equitable. It also gives them 
more authority over how to spend 
the money.

That news was welcomed by 
Navajo Nation President Buu 
Nygren, who said the funding they 
get from the federal government 
to help the hundreds of thousands 
of people on their reservation that 
extends across Arizona, Utah and 
New Mexico, can be difficult to 
spend.

“There’s so much policies and 
things that are attached to it and 
requirements that are attached to 
it that sometimes it’s just over-
whelming to try to get it done,” he 
said.

Tyson Johnston, self gover-

nance executive director for the 
Quinault Indian Nation in north-
west Washington state, who is 
responsible for coordinating the 
relocation of their villages in the 
face of dangerous sea level rise, 
highlighted the importance of this 
type of autonomy when it comes 
to climate change.

In July, the Biden administra-
tion announced $120 million in 
grant funding for tribes in the U.S. 
to boost their resiliency to climate 
change.

“All of us are going to have 
different adaptation strategies and 
different priorities moving for-
ward. So boxing us in and keeping 
us in kind of bureaucratic red tape 
is really not going to work if we 
want to continue to make mean-
ingful change,” he said.

Biden hosted the summit in 
person last year and virtually the 
year before. This year, White 
House officials said, the goal was 
to provide an opportunity for tribal 
leaders to have more meaningful 
conversations directly with mem-
bers of Biden’s Cabinet.

While the federal government 
has an obligation to consult with 
tribal governments, some Native 
American and Alaska Native lead-
ers have complained that federal 
agencies often treat the process as 

a check-the-box practice despite 
efforts by Haaland to make chang-
es.

From Nevada to Alaska, per-
mitting decisions over mining 
projects, oil and gas development 
and the preservation of sacred 
areas, for example, have high-
lighted what some leaders say are 
shortcomings in the process.

The Democratic administra-
tion also announced more than 
190 agreements that allow tribes to 
manage federal lands, waters and 
natural resources and a new study 
to help better interpret and tell the 
history of Native Americans, par-
ticularly during periods of federal 
reform.

“Yes, there are parts of our his-
tory that are painful, but there are 
also those that we celebrate and 
that show our resilience, strength 
and our contributions,” said Interi-
or Secretary Deb Haaland, a mem-
ber of the Pueblo of Laguna.

Biden said he was throwing his 
support behind the effort to allow 
the confederacy to play under its 
own flag at the Los Angeles Olym-
pics. The International Olympic 
Committee would have to make 
an exception to a rule permitting 
only teams playing as part of an 
official national Olympic commit-
tee to compete in the Games. The 

Haudenosaunee have competed 
as their own team at a number of 
international events since 1990.

The Haudenosaunee Nation-
als Lacrosse Organization, estab-
lished in 1983, is among the best 
in the world. The confederacy is 
made up of six different nations, 
the Mohawks, Oneidas, Ononda-
gas, Cayugas, Senecas and Tus-
carora Nation. It spans the border 
between the U.S. and Canada.

“Their circumstances are 
unique,” Biden said. “They should 
be granted an exception to field 
their own team at the Olympics.”

The Department of the Interior 
is also working on final revisions 
to a rule overhauling how human 
remains, funerary objects and 
sacred objects are repatriated. The 
new rules streamline the require-
ments for museums and federal 
agencies to identify possible items 
for repatriation.

Officials also announced that 
the White House Council on 
Native American Affairs, which is 
co-chaired by Haaland and Tan-
den, has published a guide outlin-
ing best practices and procedures 
for the management, treatment and 
protection of sacred sites. The doc-
ument was recently finalized after 
taking into account feedback from 
tribal leaders.

At tribal summit, Biden says he’s working to ‘heal the wrongs of the past’ 

McCarthy, booted as speaker, leaving Congress by year’s end

By NAJIB JOIBAIN, 
JACK JEFFERY and LEE KEATH 

Associated Press
RAFAH, Gaza Strip (AP) — Israeli 

troops battled Hamas militants Wednesday 
in the center of the Gaza Strip’s second-larg-
est city, the military said, pressing a ground 
offensive that has sent tens of thousands of 
Palestinians fleeing to the territory’s south-
ernmost edge and prevented aid groups from 
delivering food, water and other supplies.

Two months into the war, Israel’s offen-
sive into southern Gaza was bringing to 
Khan Younis the same fierce urban fighting 
and intensified bombardment that obliter-
ated much of Gaza City and the north of the 
territory in past weeks.

But in the south, the areas where Pales-
tinians can seek safety are rapidly shrinking. 
Ahead of the assault, Israel urged residents 
to evacuate Khan Younis, the childhood 
home of two top Hamas leaders. But much 
of the city’s population remains in place, 
along with large numbers who were dis-
placed from northern Gaza and are unable to 
leave or wary of fleeing to the disastrously 
overcrowded far south.

Cut off from outside aid, people in 
U.N.-run shelters in Khan Younis are fight-
ing over food, said Nawraz Abu Libdeh, 
a shelter resident who has been displaced 
six times. “The hunger war has started,” he 
said. “This is the worst of all wars.”

The U.N. says some 1.87 million people 
— over 80 percent of the population of 2.3 
million — have already fled their homes, 
many of them displaced multiple times. 
Almost the entire population is now crowded 
into southern and central Gaza, dependent on 
aid. International officials escalated warnings 
over the worsening humanitarian calamity.

“Palestinians in Gaza are living in utter, 
deepening horror,” U.N. High Commission-
er for Human Rights Volker Türk said at a 
news conference in Geneva. “My humani-
tarian colleagues have described the situa-
tion as apocalyptic.”

Israel’s campaign has killed more than 
16,200 people in Gaza — most of them 
women and children — and wounded more 
than 42,000, the territory’s Health Ministry 
said late Tuesday. The agency has said many 
are also trapped under rubble. The ministry 

does not differentiate between civilian and 
combatant deaths.

Israel has vowed to fight on, saying it can 
no longer accept Hamas rule or the group’s 
military presence in Gaza after the Oct. 7 
attack that triggered the war. Hamas and 
other militants killed about 1,200 people, 
mostly civilians, and took captive some 240 
men, women and children in that attack.

An estimated 138 hostages remain in 
Gaza after more than 100 were freed during a 
cease-fire last week. Their plight and accounts 
of rape and other atrocities committed during 
the rampage have deepened Israel’s outrage 
and further galvanized support for the war.

URBAN WARFARE 
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The refugee camp within Khan Younis 
was the childhood home of Hamas’ top lead-
er in Gaza, Yehya Sinwar, and the group’s 
military chief, Mohammed Deif, as well as 
other Hamas leaders — giving it major sym-
bolic importance in Israel’s offensive.

Israeli military spokesman Daniel Hagari 
said Sinwar is “not above ground, he is 
underground,” but would not elaborate on 
where Israel believes him to be. “Our job is 
to find Sinwar and kill him.”

The military said its special forces at 
Khan Younis had broken through defense 
lines of Hamas fighters and were assault-
ing their positions in the city center. It said 
warplanes destroyed tunnel shafts and troops 
seized a Hamas outpost as well as several 
weapons caches. The Israeli accounts of the 
battle could not be independently confirmed.

Video released by the military showed 
commandos and troops moving amid 
sounds of gunfire down city streets strewn 
with wreckage and buildings with giant 
holes punched into them. Some took posi-
tions behind an earthen berm, while others 
inside a home fired out through a window, 
its flowered curtains fluttering around them.

Hagari said heavy fighting was also con-
tinuing in the north, in the Jabaliya refugee 
camp and the district of Shujaiya.

Hamas posted video it said showed its 
fighters in Shujaiya moving through narrow 
alleys and wrecked buildings and opening 
fire with rocket-propelled grenades on Israel 
armored vehicles. Several of the vehicles 
are shown bursting into flames.

Fighting between Israel,Hamas 
rages in Gaza’s second-largest 
city, blocking aid from population


