
By JONATHAN SNYDER
The city of Bluffton is still 

looking for responses to the recent 
changes made to the city’s water 
quality. 

“We were having water hard-
ness issues, that was a real prob-
lem. The hard part now is under-
standing, ‘Are we continuing to 
have this issue?’” explained Kelly 
White, engineer for the city of 
Bluffton.

Currently, the water treatment 
plant is maximizing its water soft-
ener efficiency. They recently built 
new piping to test directly under-
neath the softener, ensuring that 
they can perform accurate quality 
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By JONATHAN SNYDER
Drivers had a pleasant surprise Fri-

day afternoon — gas at $1.99 per gal-
lon. 

The Marathon gas station at the 
intersection of Ind. 1 and Ind. 124 
in Bluffton sold gas at a discount 
between 3-5 p.m. to advertise a char-
ity drive. During the same time, gas 
at neighboring gas stations was priced 
around $2.89.

The line for gas nearly spilled into 
the street for the Penny Pitch drive, a 
yearly fundraiser hosted by WOWO 
radio out of Fort Wayne for Junior 
Achievement of Northern Indiana. 
Junior Achievement is a nonprofit 
that seeks to prepare young people 
for career success. The radio station 
is looking to donate the money to sup-
port Junior Achievement’s  Job Spark 
event, which last year brought around 
6,000 kids to interact with potential 
career paths available in northeast 
Indiana.

Marathon 
offers gas 
deal for 
fundraiser

A special drive
Above, the gas station had a overflow-

ing line of cars for the $1.99 special 
price. (Photo by Holly Gaskill) 

At right, Josh Williams, Melissa East-
man, Erica Bennett, and Sarah Schafer 

were all smiles through the rain as 
donations flood in for the Penny Pitch 

drive. (Photo by Jonathan Snyder)

By SYDNEY KENT
“I can’t explain it,” Thomas Schmidt told the court when 

asked what happened to the $200,000 he embezzled from 
Almco Steel Products.

The theft occurred over a three-year 
period, and Schmidt, 54, Fort Wayne, 
was arrested in March of this year.

On Wednesday, Schmidt was sen-
tenced to four years in the Indiana 
Department of Correction with all 
but 18 months suspended. He was 
also ordered to pay restitution in the 
amount of $17,610 and spend 30 
months on probation upon his release 
from incarceration. The sentence was 
issued immediately after Schmidt pled 
guilty to one count of theft, a Level 
5 felony, in the Wells Circuit Court on 
Wednesday.

Schmidt’s inability to explain the whereabouts of the 
misappropriated funds prompted further questioning from 
Judge Kenton Kiracofe.

“Do you have debts?” Kiracofe asked. “Credit card 
debt?”

Thomas Schmidt

Man sentenced 
after embezzling 
$200K from job

Bluffton 
tackles 
water 
quality, 
questions 
remain
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By MARK SHERMAN
 Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Retired Supreme Court Justice 
Sandra Day O’Connor, an unwav-
ering voice of moderate conserva-
tism and the first woman to serve 
on the nation’s highest court, died 
Friday. She was 93.

O’Connor died in Phoenix, of 
complications related to advanced 
dementia and a respiratory illness, 
the Supreme Court said in a news 
release.

Chief Justice John Roberts 
mourned her death. “A daughter of 
the American Southwest, Sandra 
Day O’Connor blazed an historic 

trail as our Nation’s first female 
Justice,” Roberts said in statement 
issued by the court. “She met that 
challenge with undaunted deter-
mination, indisputable ability, and 
engaging candor.”

In 2018, she announced that 
she had been diagnosed with “the 
beginning stages of dementia, 

probably Alzheimer’s disease.” 
Her husband, John O’Connor, died 
of complications of Alzheimer’s in 
2009.

O’Connor’s nomination in 
1981 by President Ronald Rea-
gan and subsequent confirmation 
by the Senate ended 191 years of 
male exclusivity on the high court. 

A native of Arizona who grew up 
on her family’s sprawling ranch, 
O’Connor wasted little time build-
ing a reputation as a hard worker 
who wielded considerable political 
clout on the nine-member court.

The granddaughter of a pioneer 
who traveled west from Vermont 

Retired Justice Sandra Day O’Connor has died at age 93

By KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House voted on Friday to expel 
Republican Rep. George Santos of 
New York after a blistering ethics 
report on his conduct heightened 

lawmakers’ concerns about the 
scandal-plagued freshman. Santos 
became just the sixth member in 
the chamber’s history to be ousted 
by colleagues, and the third since 
the Civil War.

The vote to expel was 311-

114, easily clearing the two-thirds 
majority required. House Repub-
lican leaders opposed removing 
Santos, whose departure leaves 
them with a razor-thin majority, 
but in the end 105 GOP lawmakers 
sided with nearly all Democrats to 

expel him.
The expulsion marked the 

final congressional chapter in a 
spectacular fall from grace for 
Santos. Celebrated as an up-and-
comer after he flipped a district 
from Democrats last year, Santos’ 

life story began to unravel before 
he was even sworn into office. 
Reports emerged that he had lied 
about having Jewish ancestry, a 
career at top Wall Street firms and 
a college degree, among other 

The House expels Rep. George Santos after ethics report
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The ‘lost’ Williamson locket
Tammy Cromie-Wilkins, above left, the great-granddaughter of famed Bluffton scientist E. B. Williamson, donated a locket 
that Williamson had given to his daughter, Jane Williamson Wilkins, most likely in the early 1930s. Cromie-Wilkins had 
found the locket in the aftermath of her Grandmother Jane’s death and was surprised to open it and find a picture of her-
self. A young girl at the time, and Jane’s only granddaughter, her grandfather gave the locket to her. Years later, an uncle 
had thought the locket “lost” until discovering Cromie-Wilkins had it. That story is shared in a comprehensive biography of 
E. B. Williamson written by Alan Daugherty, above right. The recently published 226-page hardcover book remains avail-
able at several Bluffton locations, including the News-Banner office. Cromie-Wilkins was at the Wells County Historical 
Museum this week to present the locket for permanent display within the Williamson Collection at the museum. Accepting 
the gift is Connie Brubaker, center, vice-president of the Historical Society. The locket cover (left, top) includes a dragonfly 
and a frog, both of which were objects of E.B. Williamson’s studies. (Photos by Mark Miller)

(Continued on Page 2)



and founded the family 
ranch some three decades 
before Arizona became a 
state, O’Connor had a tena-
cious, independent spirit 
that came naturally. As a 
child growing up in the 
remote outback, she learned 
early to ride horses, round 
up cattle and drive trucks 
and tractors.

“I didn’t do all the things 
the boys did,” she said in a 
1981 Time magazine inter-
view, “but I fixed windmills 
and repaired fences.”

On the bench, her influ-
ence could best be seen, 
and her legal thinking most 
closely scrutinized, in the 
court’s rulings on abortion, 
perhaps the most conten-
tious and divisive issue the 
justices faced. O’Connor 
balked at letting states out-
law most abortions, refusing 
in 1989 to join four other 
justices who were ready to 
reverse the landmark 1973 
Roe v. Wade decision that 
said women have a constitu-
tional right to abortion.

Then, in 1992, she 
helped forge and lead a five-
justice majority that reaf-
firmed the core holding of 
the 1973 ruling. “Some of 
us as individuals find abor-

tion offensive to our most 
basic principles of morality, 
but that can’t control our 
decision,” O’Connor said in 
court, reading a summary of 
the decision in Planned Par-
enthood v. Casey. “Our obli-
gation is to define the liberty 
of all, not to mandate our 
own moral code.”

Thirty years after that 
decision, a more conserva-
tive court did overturn Roe 
and Casey, and the opinion 
was written by the man who 
took her high court seat, Jus-
tice Samuel Alito. He joined 
the court upon O’Connor’s 
retirement in 2006, chosen by 
President George W. Bush.

In 2000, O’Connor was 
part of the 5-4 majority that 
effectively resolved the 
disputed 2000 presidential 
election in favor of Bush, 
over Democrat Al Gore.

Bush was among many 
prominent Americans offer-
ing condolences Friday. 
“It was fitting that Sandra 
became the first female 
appointed to our highest 
court, because she was a pio-
neer who lived by the code 
of the west,” Bush said in a 
statement. “She was deter-
mined and honest, modest 
and considerate, dependable 
and self-reliant. She was 

also fun and funny, with a 
wonderful sense of humor.”

Former President Barack 
Obama, who awarded 
O’Connor the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 2009, 
praised her for “forging a 
new path and building a 
bridge behind her for all 
young women to follow.”

O’Connor was regard-
ed with great fondness by 
many of her colleagues. 
When she retired, Justice 
Clarence Thomas, a consis-
tent conservative, called her 
“an outstanding colleague, 
civil in dissent and gracious 
when in the majority.”

O’Connor, whom com-
mentators had once called 
the nation’s most pow-
erful woman, remained 
the court’s only woman 
until 1993, when, much to 
O’Connor’s delight and 
relief, President Bill Clin-
ton nominated Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg. The current 
court includes a record four 
women.

The enormity of the reac-
tion to O’Connor’s appoint-
ment had surprised her. She 
received more than 60,000 
letters in her first year, more 
than any one member in the 
court’s history. “I had no idea 
when I was appointed how 

much it would mean to many 
people around the country,” 
she once said. “It affected 
them in a very personal way. 
People saw it as a signal that 
there are virtually unlimited 
opportunities for women. It’s 
important to parents for their 
daughters, and to daughters 
for themselves.”

At times, the con-
stant publicity was almost 
unbearable. “I had never 
expected or aspired to be a 
Supreme Court justice,” she 
said. “My first year on the 
court made me long at times 
for obscurity.”

Following her retire-
ment, O’Connor expressed 
regret that a woman had not 
been chosen to replace her. 
O’Connor remained active 
in the government even after 
she retired from the court. 
She sat as a judge on sev-
eral federal appeals courts, 
advocated for judicial inde-
pendence and served on the 
Iraq Study Group. She also 
was appointed to the hon-
orary post of chancellor at 
the College of William and 
Mary in Virginia.
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Weather
Saturday, December 02, 2023

(24-hour observations at 9:44 p.m. Friday)
High: 48; Low: 41; Precipitation: 0.24 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.23  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Today: Areas of fog before 9 a.m. Otherwise, cloudy, 

with a high near 47. West wind 5 to 10 mph becoming 
northwest in the afternoon. 

Tonight: A 30 percent chance of rain after 1 a.m. Cloudy, 
with a low around 39. Northeast wind around 5 mph becom-
ing east after midnight. 

Sunday: Rain, mainly before 1 p.m. High near 48. East 
wind 10 to 15 mph becoming west in the afternoon. Winds 
could gust as high as 25 mph. Chance of precipitation is 80 
percent.

Sunday Night: A 20 percent chance of rain. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 33. West wind 10 to 15 mph. 

Monday: A 20 percent chance of rain before 1 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 43.

Monday Night: A 40 percent chance of rain after 1 a.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 32.

Tuesday: A 30 percent chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 45.

Tuesday Night: A 20 percent chance of rain before 1 
a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 30.

Wednesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 40.
Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

30.
Thursday: Partly sunny, with a high near 47.
Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 36.
Friday: Partly sunny, with a high near 50.
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control checks for hardness 
levels. 

Bluffton consulted rep-
resentatives from Kurita 
Water Industries, a soft-
ener and vertical pressure 
manufacturer, to re-inspect 
the water treatment plant’s 
equipment. White stated that 
Kurita found some potential 
improvements and that the 
city learned a lot from their 
expertise.

In addition, White noted 
that the city flushed every 
water main they had, clean-
ing the pipes and removing 
any lingering sediment.

The city also changed 
both its salt and water 
chemical suppliers. The 
plant was advised that the 
salt quality was poor, and 
later discovered a variety 
of debris in Bluffton’s salt 
containers, assumed to be 
left behind by the city’s 
supplier. Cargill Salts now 
supplies the city, and White 
advised that the product is 
much better. 

White stated that the city 
is looking to reach a target 
of 180 milligrams of hard-
ness per liter. On average, 
the water currently reaches 
about 500 milligrams of 

hardness per liter.
While the number of 

complaints has gone down 
since White took the role as 
engineer, she is still push-
ing for Bluffton’s citizens to 
speak up if they are having 
issues.

“We are all drinking the 
same water, so it’s impor-
tant not just that the water 
is meeting health standards, 
but that we also like it,” said 
White. “We’ve made good 
changes. We feel like we’re 
on the right path, but we 
don’t want to just assume 
that. We don’t want to just 
make these assumptions and 

then not learn anything from 
them.”

B l u f f t o n  r e s i d e n t s 
experiencing any issues 
are encouraged to con-
tact through the city’s new 
email account, blufftonwa-
terquality@blufftonindi-
ana.gov. Within the content 
of the email, White asks 
that the following informa-
tion be included: contact 
information, the address 
where the issue is occur-
ring, a detailed description 
of the issue and a specific 
date when the issue first 
occurred.

jonathan@news-banner.com

Schmidt flatly denied any debt.
“Where did the property you bought 

with the company credit card go?” 
Kiracofe prompted.

“I guess, I don’t know,” Schmidt 
hesitated. “Some of it I turned around 
and sold.”

“You’re renting a house and mak-
ing car payments,” Kiracofe contin-
ued, “Over a three year time you have 
had a $200,000 bonus. Where did that 
money go?”

Schmidt stated that he lost the house 
he owned during this time because he 
could not keep up on the payments. He 
went on to explain that he sold equip-
ment to a random person he met on the 
internet over that time period as well.

“A random person on the internet,” 
Kiracofe raised his eyebrows. “That’s 
what you want me to believe?”

According to a probable cause 
affidavit, James Almdale, the owner 
of Almco Steel Products, requested 
to speak to an officer regarding an 
employee theft in November of 2022. 
Almdale reported that Schmidt had 
used the company credit card to pur-
chase possibly over $200,00 worth of 
merchandise for himself.

Schmidt, an employee for near-
ly 30 years, had first embezzled 
$8,016.83 from the company in 2019 
over the course of 20 purchases. The 
following year, Schmidt had stolen 
nearly eight times that amount from 
the company.

During the investigation, Detective 
Cliff Thomas with the Bluffton Police 
Department identified and detailed 
over 76 fraudulent charges using 
the company credit card that totaled 

approximately $81,152. Thomas stated 
that he believed Schmidt continued 
to defraud Almco Steel after he was 
caught and confronted by both the 
company and law enforcement.

In December 2022, Thomas spoke 
with Schmidt on the phone. Schmidt 
advised he wanted to speak to an attor-
ney first. Thomas again attempted to 
facilitate a conversation during the 
investigation, however, Schmidt failed 
to return his calls.

In February 2023, Greg Rekeweg 
with Almco Steel advised that the com-
pany discovered Schmidt had opened a 
new account using Almco’s tax identi-
fication number with a credit limit of 
$50,000. The account, opened months 
after Schmidt had been confronted 
about the investigation, showed an 
overdue balance of $18,222.18 from 
the purchases of several computers.

A statement from Almco Steel read 
by Prosecutor David Crell stated that 
the company has ongoing concern for 
how to prevent Thomas from utiliz-
ing any remote access he may have in 
place. The statement also argued that 
a portion of the items that were pur-
chased could still be recovered, either 
at Schmidt’s residence or in the posses-
sion of his family.

As Schmidt sat on the stand in a 
leather Star Trek jacket, he told the 
court that there were no longer any 
items left that could be returned except 
for a cell phone — the one issued to 
him by the company, not the one he 
purchased with the company credit 
card.

Schmidt’s defense argued that his 
two adult children, both who live at 
home and do not contribute financially, 

as well as his wife who struggles from 
scoliosis, would be in detriment if he 
were to serve time in incarceration.

“Mr. Scmidft committed a white 
collar crime,” Miller added. “He was 
employed and was in a position he 
abused to his employers’ detriment. He 
doesn’t really have anything to show 
for it except for these charges.”

The state called Chief Probation 
Officer Greg Werich to the stand.

“You heard (Schmidt) talk about the 
fact that he did not disclose the exis-
tence of this case,” Crell began, ref-
erencing Schmidt’s statement that his 
current $70,000 per year position with 
an aerospace and defense company 
was unaware of his pending charges. 
“Can you tell the court what influence 
that has on how we would fit into your 
program?”

“The concern would be continued 
deception,” Werich explained. “Crime 
of theft is deception, not disclosing this 
charge, it is a continuation of the same 
behavior. There are no issues we’ll be 
working on, so it is compliance and 
supervision, and pay the restitution. 
Hearing what I hear, he may lose his 
job for deception, and how is he going 
to pay that restitution?”

“While you didn’t pull a gun,” Kira-
cofe said before he issued his ruling. 
“It’s not any different than if he walked 
in there and took money out of a safe 
with a key. There’s no difference. That’s 
what you did here. A sentence without 
some level of incarceration diminishes 
the seriousness of what has happened. I 
recognize also that incarceration will be 
a hardship on him and his family, but it 
is a hardship he created.”

sydney@news-banner.com
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Embezzlement 

Sandra Day O’Conner
(Continued from Page 1)

George Santos
things.

Then, in May, Santos was 
indicted by federal pros-
ecutors on multiple charges, 
turning his presence in the 
House into a growing dis-
traction and embarrassment 
to the party.

Santos joins a short list 
of lawmakers expelled from 
the House, and for reasons 
uniquely his own. Of the 
previous expulsions in the 
House, three were for siding 
with the Confederacy during 
the Civil War. The remain-
ing two occurred after the 
lawmakers were convicted 
of crimes in federal court, 
the most recent in 2002.

Seeking to remain in 
office, Santos had appealed 
to colleagues to let the court 
process play out. He warned 

of the precedent they would 
set by expelling a member 
not yet convicted of a crime.

“This will haunt them 
in the future,” Santos told 
lawmakers on Thursday 
evening as they debated his 
removal.

As it became clear Friday 
that he would be expelled, 
Santos appeared resigned to 
his fate. He placed his over-
coat over his shoulders and 
shook hands with conserva-
tive members who voted 
against his expulsion. House 
Speaker Mike Johnson, 
R-La., who voted against 
expelling Santos, was solemn 
as he announced the result 
of the vote and declared the 
New York seat vacant.

Outside the Capitol, 
trailed by a crush of report-
ers and cameras, he quickly 

ducked inside a vehicle and 
left.

Santos’ fellow Republi-
cans from New York were 
front and center in the effort 
to boot him. Among them 
were fellow freshmen who 
serve in key swing districts 
and had helped the GOP 
take the House majority. 
They sought to generate as 
much political distance as 
they could from Santos, 
whose lies about his past 
made him a pariah in the 
House before he even took 
the oath of office.

Santos had survived two 
previous expulsion attempts, 
but a scathing House Ethics 
Committee report released 
the week before the Thanks-
giving holiday appeared to 
turn colleagues decisively 
against him.

(Continued from Page 1)

The group hoped that, 
with the lower price, more 
people would stop by the 
building and participate in 
the fundraiser. 

Josh Williams, the assis-
tant program director for 
WOWO, along with rep-
resentatives from Junior 

Achievement, expressed 
their excitement for every 
donation from the commu-
nity and their passion to see 
the drive succeed. 

Other gas stations in 
Columbia City and New 
Haven also raised money 
Friday afternoon.

jonathan@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)
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INCIDENTS
City:
Thursday, 3:32 p.m., 

900 block of South Mor-
gan Street. Caller reported a 
dog in a kennel all the time 
between two garages bark-
ing and biting at the cage. 
Dog was found to be healthy 
and uninjured with food, 
water, and a lead.

Thursday, 4:58 p.m., 600 
block of North Main Street. 
Report of a homeless man in 
the woods behind the caller’s 
house, requested officers to 
check the area.

Thursday, 5:15 p.m., 800 
block of Eastmoor Drive. 
Caller reported they received 
information a possible want-
ed subject was at this loca-
tion. No one was located.

Thursday, 5:34 p.m., Save 
On Liquor. Report of verbal 
dispute.

Thursday, 5:41 p.m., Wells 
Community Boys and Girls 
Club. Report of an abandoned 
vehicle. Voicemail left with 
registered owner.

Thursday, 6:50 p.m., 
Bluffton Regional Medical 
Center. Officer assisted sub-
ject with retrieving the item 
from the jail and returning to 
hospital.

County:
Thursday, 3:28 p.m., 

Wells County Jail. Warrant 

served to Avery Bodwell.
Ossian:
Thursday, 3:19 p.m., 

5400 North Ind. 1, Ossian. 
Report that someone used 
caller’s information to open 
a Verizon phone account.

Thursday, 10:18 p.m., 
East 1200 North and Ind. 1, 
Ossian. Report of a possible 
road rage incident involving 

a tan truck and a dark col-
ored Tahoe.

ARRESTS
Avery Dean Bodwell, 33, 

Ossian, sex offender regis-
tration violation, a Level 6 
felony. Bond set at $10,000.

Eric C Sheets, 59, Fort 
Wayne, possession of fire-
arm by domestic battery, a 
Class A misdemeanor.
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Police Notebook

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumbing Service

#1

•

Get Ready for Winter. 
Call and Schedule a 

Check Up Today!

CO52100004
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Now Accepting Consignments

Norwell FFA
Farm Machinery & 

Construction Equipment 
Consignment Auction

For any questions you can call
Corbin Bultemeier at 260-223-7352, 

Kyle Bailey at 260-445-6148, or 
Easton Scherrer at 260-437-2762

Jarett Weiss at 260-543-0421. 
To consign items talk to any Norwell ffa member.

Funds to benefit Norwell FFA

Auction December 9 • 10 a.m.
Call in for Absentee Bidding

Call 260-233-7352
town-countryauctions.com

Items located at 540 US-224, Uniondale, IN 46791
It is Smith erectors right as you go around the curve by Uniondale. 

Destination Recreation
I can’t believe we are already at the 

first weekend of December. Our office 
has been working in high gear, prepar-
ing for this holiday season. Santa letters 
have been pouring in, and he wanted us 
to remind all the children to clearly write 
their name and address on the outside of 
the envelope if they would like a return 
letter. The last day to drop a letter in San-
ta’s mailbox in front of City Hall is Fri-
day, Dec. 8, at 8 a.m. This is a free service 
for Bluffton residents only; no postage is 
needed.

Today are tryouts for the Wells Coun-
ty Boys fifth-eighth grade Basketball 
League from 1-3 p.m. in the Bluffton 
City Gym. Anyone wanting more infor-
mation about the league can contact 
Barry Crosby at 260-824-4399. It is also 
the day of the annual Elks Hoop Shoot, 
which is a free throw program for youth 
ages 8-13. Boys and girls are invited to 
the Bluffton City Gym on Saturday, Dec. 
2, from 3:30-6 p.m. during our regularly 
scheduled Open Gym to give it their best 
shot. 

The free Indoor Snowball Fight for 
children ages 6-16 is on Tuesday, Dec. 
5, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the Bluffton 
City Gym. This awesome indoor snow-
ball fight game lets you challenge your 
friends without getting chilly in the cold. 
Please pre-register your child by emailing 
events@blufftonindiana.gov or call 824-
6069.

Don’t forget that the Gingerbread 
Contest entries are due by the end of 
the day on Friday, Dec. 8. The contest 
is divided into age groups: 9 and under 
(adults may help), 10-15, and 16 years–
adults. Gingerbread Contest Voting will 
occur on the Bluffton Parks Department 
Facebook page from Dec. 11-18. Photos 
of each entry will be posted, and every 
“like” will be counted as a vote; vote for 
as many as you like, and the person with 
the most votes per age group wins. 

A Free Storytime with Mrs. Claus is 
scheduled this Thursday, Dec. 14, from 
11 a.m. to noon. Tots will enjoy meeting 
Mrs. Claus, hearing a story, doing a small 

craft, and jumping in the 
bouncy house. Winter 
Wonderland will be 
that evening, and all the good boys and 
girls of the community should stop by 
the city gym from 5:30-7 p.m. Each child 
will get to play Christmas games, visit 
with Santa, and burn off some energy in 
the jump house. Enter the glass door on 
the west side of City Hall. 

Peppermint the Elf will be in Bluff-
ton from Dec. 4-20, having fun at the city 
parks. Follow the Bluffton Parks Depart-
ment on Facebook to find clues to her 
location as you Search for Santa’s Helper. 
Children ages 12 and under who find her 
paper photo hidden in the park can take 
a selfie with it and post it to the Bluffton 
Parks Facebook page for a chance to be 
randomly drawn for a prize. 

The Wells County Trails group is 
working on a boat launch project to 
increase access to the Wabash River for 
kayakers. Adding features like this can 
increase the tourism options for visi-
tors and residents to enjoy nature. Please 
help make the Vera Cruz Paddle Sports 
Launch a reality. Today, through Jan. 
12, 2024, there is a $1 for $1 match-
ing opportunity up to $55,000.00 from 
the CreatINg Places Campaign, thanks 
to Indiana Housing and Community 
Development and AARP. This campaign 
is brought to you through Patronicity. 
A donation of any amount helps. Please 
help us improve access to the Wabash 
River in Wells County! Mail or Drop off 
a donation to the Wells County Com-
munity Foundation at 222 W Washing-
ton St., Bluffton, Indiana 46714 (Make 
Checks Payable to Wells County Trails) 
or Make an online contribution at https://
tinyurl.com/26rvz6aw. 

We want to thank the Wells County 
Foundation for recently awarding our 
department a grant to do repairs on the 
Wabash River banks along the Rivergre-
enway Trail. This trail gets a lot of use all 
year, so we are excited to get some much-
needed repairs done to protect the river-
banks from erosion.

Have a great week!

&News  Notes

Bluffton &Parks   Rec

By Brandy 
Fiechter

Local Roundup
County Drainage Board will 

meet Monday afternoon
The Wells County Drainage Board will 

meet at 4:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 4, in Room 
105, the multi-purpose room on the lower 
level of the Wells Carnegie Government 
Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Items on the agenda include:
• Discussion regarding jurisdiction in  

proposed Kitterman Consolidated Water-
shed in Chester Township and Graham and 
Halls Creek Watershed and Drains. 

• Consideration of a utility easement to 
install fiber optic broadband in Rockcreek 
and Lancaster townships.

• Appointment of an interim deputy.
• Project updates and miscellaneous 

drainage matters. 

County Commissioners will 
hold public hearing Monday

The Wells County Commissioners will 
hold a public hearing regarding a petition to 
vacate a portion of County Road 500 West 
at 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 4, in Room 105, the 
multi-purpose room on the lower level of 
the Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 
W. Washington St. 

The petition identifies the portion of CR 
500W as south of the intersection of CR 
500W and CR 100N to a point south of the 
Whitelock Ditch culvert on CR 500W, a 
length of 1,650 ft.

County Commissioners will 
meet Monday evening

The Wells County Commissioners will 
hold their regular meeting directly follow-
ing a public hearing at 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
4, in Room 105, the multi-purpose room on 
the lower level of the Wells Carnegie Gov-
ernment Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Items on the regular agenda include: 
• Appointments with Sheriff Scott Holli-

day and Highway Supervisor Shawn Bonar.
• Consideration of a Bridge 54 supple-

mental agreement. 
• Quarterly invoice and updates from the 

Council on Aging. 
• Discussion of the Paddlefish Solar 

decommissioning and road use agreement 
with Jesse Laniak.

• Continued discussion of preserving 
county cemeteries with the cemetery board 
members, Larry Heckber, Jerri Lehman, 
Dave Rigney and Lisa Robbins.

• Consideration of an ordinance regard-
ing CR 500W. 

• Monthly reports, miscellaneous busi-
ness, code of ordinance update estimate and 
right-of-way agreements.

Ossian parks board will 
meet Monday evening

The Ossian parks board will meet at 7 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 7, at the Ossian Town 
Hall, 507 N. Jefferson St. in Ossian.

Bluffton Board of Works to 
meet Tuesday afternoon
The Bluffton Board of Public Works and 

Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
5, in the Council Chambers on the second 
floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Topics on the agenda include: 
• Financial matters and claims. 

• Consideration of a water bill dispute for 
427 W Wabash St.

• Discussion regarding fire protection for	
424 Orchard Ridge.

• Personnel requests from Mayor John 
Wicker, Tony Fey and Tim Simpson.

• Approval of a fund transfer for the 
parks department. 

Bluffton Common Council 
will meet Tuesday evening

The Bluffton Common Council will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 5, in the Council 
Chambers on the second floor of City Hall, 
128 E. Market St.

Topics on the agenda will include: 
• Discussion regarding opiate funding 

and transportation for Hannah’s House, a 
ministry of Community Care.

• Approval of resolution 2023-16 for a 
fund transfer. 

• Additional appropriation of ARPA 
funds.

Wells County Council will 
meet Tuesday evening

The Wells County Council will meet at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 5, in Room 105, the 
multi-purpose room on the lower level of 
the Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 
W. Washington St.

Items on the agenda include:
• Consideration of additional appropria-

tions and fund transfer requests.
• A quarterly update regarding county 

tourism efforts and innkeepers tax collection 
with tourism coordinator Audrey Dudley.

• Approval of PSAP and EMS appropria-
tions.

• 2024 board appointments.
• Miscellaneous business.

Bluffton parks board will 
meet Thursday evening
The Bluffton parks board will meet at 

6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 7, in the Council 
Chambers on the second floor of City Hall, 
128 E. Market St.

Items on the agenda include: 
• Treasurer’s report. 
• Superintendent’s report regarding event 

attendance, recent awards and Lancaster 
Park updates. 

• New business, including end-of-year 
transfers and rental deposit fees.

Area Plan Commission will 
meet Thursday evening
The Wells County Area Plan Commis-

sion will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 7, in 
Room 105, the multi-purpose room on the 
lower level of the Wells Carnegie Govern-
ment Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Items on the agenda include: 
• Consideration of a rezoning request 

from Timonth Bryant and Barbara Stantz, 
who wish to rezone properties at 509 and 
511 S Jefferson St. in Ossian from B-1 to 
residential use. 

• Discussion of zoning ordinance amend-
ments. 

• Discussion of amendments to the Wells 
County subdivision control ordinance. 

• Approval of a legal services agreement. 
• Review of comprehensive plan prog-

ress, revitalization updates and housing 
study updates.

ARLINGTON, Ind. (AP) — An Indi-
ana coroner has identified the remains of 
a 17-year-old girl who vanished in June 
and whose body was found this week in a 
box buried on land owned by a man now 
charged in her slaying.

The remains discovered Tuesday on 
suspect Patrick Scott's property were posi-
tively identified as those of Valerie Tindall. 
Rush County Coroner Brenda McMahan 
said the cause and manner of Tindall's death 
are pending toxicology reports and a final 
autopsy report.

In a statement Thursday announcing the 
coroner's findings and charges against Scott, 
the Rush County Sheriff's Office said that it 

offered its “deepest condolences to the fam-
ily and friends of Valerie Tindall during this 
time of mourning.”

Scott, 59, was charged Thursday with 
murder, obstruction of justice and false 
informing. A judge ordered him held with-
out bond and appointed a public defender 
to represent Scott during his initial hear-
ing.

Tindall had worked for Scott, who owns 
a lawn-mowing business. Court documents 
indicate that she told her parents on June 7 
that she was going to work. Scott told police 
that later the same day he drove Tindall back 
to his home in Arlington, a rural community 
about 30 miles southeast of Indianapolis.

Indiana coroner identifies remains of teen girl 
found buried on land of man charged in her death
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Opin-

Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily 
represent the views of this newspaper. 

Here’s something to be 
thankful for: Normal

This 
might be 
considered a 
delayed Thanksgiving column.

I’ve been catching up on some 
reading after a busy couple of 
weeks. “Busy” being a relative 
term, of course. I needed to take 
some things over to our church 
in Decatur Tuesday noonish 
and ran into our old neighbor 
who was delivering lunch to her 
daughter, our church secretary.

“So, you’re a Door Dash driver now?” I asked, 
jokingly.

“How’d we ever have time to work?” she asked 
in response.

You get the picture of that digression.
As mentioned from time to time in this 

Saturday space, I’ve been following the saga of 
the Marion Record, a small daily newspaper in 
Kansas that experienced a constitution-shattering 
police raid in August in which their computers 
were seized. That was coupled with a search war-
rant of the owner’s home, a 96-year-old woman 
who died the next day almost certainly as a result 
of the stress. Those search warrants were subse-
quently rescinded and the computers returned, but 
the damage was done.

The aftermath in September and October was 
contentious city council meetings, the police chief 
that had instigated the search (and whose prior 
employment and dismissal from the Kansas City 
P.D. was at the center of the drama) resigned. The 
city council members on both sides of the issue 
sparred and parried. The mayor, who continued to 
defend of his chief until he didn’t, suffered a fair 
amount of public flogging in the council meetings. 

I had logged into the the Record’s website after 
Nov. 7 to see that a new mayor was elected — the 
current mayor had apparently decided not to run 
again — and the vice-mayor lost her re-election 
bid. And … what a mess.

Several council members involved in the 
brouhaha lost their re-election bids. The Marion 
Record’s reporter was kicked out of the post-
election party by the newly elected mayor. A 
citizen came to the next council meeting to accuse 
the mayor-elect and council members of holding 
a meeting at that post-election party that violated 
open-door laws.

“We did talk about city business,” (I para-
phrase) the mayor-elect admitted. With several 
current council members present, did it constitute 
a quorum? Why did he expel a reporter who want-
ed to report the election news? To top it off, the 
Kansas City Star, about 150 miles away, is now 
covering the town’s council meetings. 

So Eric Meyer, the son of the 96-year-old 
owner, who had returned to his hometown in 
retirement — after a career of teaching journal-
ism at the University of Wisconsin and edit-
ing the Milwaukee Journal — to continue his 
parents’ small-town journalism legacy, wrote a 
Thanksgiving column titled “Being thankful for 
Marion’s mess.” I salute him. I need to organize a 
road trip that includes Kansas so I can meet him. 

Be thankful for living in a community that is 
not a in a “Marion mess.” How much can you 
appreciate the local government legacy of Ted 
Ellis and John Whicker when you read these head-
lines in Marion, Kansas:

“(Marion City Council) Meeting becomes 
shouting match.”

“Administrator quits after tongue-lashing.” 
“Officials accused of ‘conspiracy.’”
“Top city officials accused of lying.”
Indeed. Can you imagine the Indy Star sending 

a reporter to cover Bluffton’s latest scandal?
Normalcy is underappreciated; taken for grant-

ed; to be cherished. Give thanks.
miller@news-banner.com

Saturday’s Sub

Mark Miller

The roster of this nation’s secretaries of state includes 
many giants of public attainment — Thomas Jefferson, 
John Marshall, James Madison, James Monroe, Henry 
Clay, John Calhoun, Daniel Webster, William Seward, 
Elihu Root, William Jennings Bryan, Charles Evans 
Hughes, Edward Stettinius, George Shultz and James 
Baker. No one, however, wielded the office with more 
brio and flair than the first immigrant to occupy it.

Although Henry Kissinger ranks, with John Quincy 
Adams, John Hay and Dean Acheson, among America’s 
most intellectually sophisticated and culturally cosmopol-
itan secretaries of state, even in his 10th decade his love 
of this country had an almost childlike purity. This was 
fitting for one who had seen Hitler’s Germany through a 
child’s eyes.

Kissinger, who died on Wednesday at 100, made it his 
vocation to make America less American by inoculat-
ing it with a European sense of life’s irremediable tragic 
dimension. Nevertheless, he was, as immigrants often 
are, a romantic about the nation that took him in and 
allowed him to flourish.

Kissinger leavened his romanticism with cynicism as 
he tutored this nation in realism. What critics called his 
elegant immorality, he considered the granite foundation 
of true morality — the facing of facts that are disagree-
able and intractable. One such is the permanence of 
impermanence in the international system.

A corollary of this maxim is the inescapable impera-
tive of a balance of power. Hence Kissinger’s great-
est achievement, helping, as Richard Nixon’s national 
security adviser, to bring China into the game of nations. 
Kissinger admired the Chinese as “scientists of equilib-
rium, artists of relativity.” He also admired Charles de 
Gaulle, “the son of a continent covered with ruins,” who 
understood that finality is a chimera: “History knows no 
resting places and no plateaus” because “the management 
of a balance of power is a permanent undertaking, not an 
exertion that has a foreseeable end.”

Kissinger became secretary in the most eventful year 
of the post-World War II era, which punctuated like a 
cymbal-crash the creative quarter-century of U.S. diplo-
macy that began with the 1948 Marshall Plan. In 1973, 
as the president’s authority evaporated and an ephemeral 
Vietnam “peace” was concluded, a revolution in energy 
prices was precipitated by the Yom Kippur War, second 
only to the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis as the Cold War’s 
most dangerous moment.

Politics has its own physics, and Kiss-
inger’s acquisitiveness regarding power, his 
sharp elbows as a bureaucratic infighter and 
his intermittent inability to suffer fools gladly 
all earned him enemies in Washington, which 
admires few for very long. But although he 
came from academia to be one planet orbit-
ing the sun of presidential power, he stayed 
to become a sun. When Nixon, who launched 
Kissinger on a trajectory to glory, resigned, 
one of the first decisions by Nixon’s successor, 
Gerald Ford, was to reassure an anxious world 
that Kissinger’s hand would remain on the 
foreign policy tiller. By the time Kissinger left 
office, he ranked with George Marshall among America’s 
most history-making public officials who never served in 
elective or judicial office.

Kissinger coupled his strategic pessimism with tacti-
cal optimism. He thought he could, like a Confederate 
cavalry officer, make daring and nimbleness buy time 
for the West. The Soviet Union could, like Gulliver, be 
restrained by numerous tiny cords of political, arms-
control and economic agreements.

Kissinger’s pessimism about the West’s weariness 
arose from two miscalculations. He underestimated the 
staying power of the bourgeois societies of the West. One 
reason he was mistaken about these societies having the 
stamina to stay the Cold War’s course was that he overes-
timated the economic sinews of the Soviet system.

A decade after Kissinger left the State Department, 
communism, whose confidence flowed from Marx-
ism’s economic determinism, absorbed a brutal, indeed 
fatal, lesson in the importance of economic factors. In 
1976, Ronald Reagan challenged Ford for the Repub-
lican nomination by running against Kissingerism. 
And at the 1986 summit in Iceland, Reagan icily told 
Mikhail Gorbachev that if there were to be an inten-
sified arms race, he, Reagan, could guarantee that 
America would win it. The statesman’s task, Kissinger 
believed, is “to rescue an element of choice from the 
pressure of circumstance.” He helped manage the Cold 
War until the nation chose a president determined not 
to manage it but to win it.

What Andre Malraux said of de Gaulle can be said of 
Kissinger: Steeped in history, he was “a man of the day 
before yesterday and the day after tomorrow.”

georgewill@washpost.com

George
Will

Kissinger nimbly managed a Cold War 
that needed winning, not managing

Henry A. Kissinger’s life 
ranged across every octave. He 
was arguably the greatest states-
man of his age, but he could be 
a manipulator, too. He was a 
global leader in his own right, 
but he was sometimes a courtier 
to the wealthy and powerful. 
He had rare intellectual gifts, 
but he could be surprisingly 
insecure.

The one constant with Kiss-
inger, who died on Wednesday 
at 100, was that he was always 
interesting. He was a charmer and a 
flatterer to people he liked or thought 
could do him some good (or harm). 
You would think someone so famous 
wouldn’t care what journalists wrote 
about him, but he did, almost obsessive-
ly. He was very funny in conversation, 
with a dry and sometimes wickedly 
mean sense of humor.

Journalists often see more of our 
subjects than we let on. We glimpse the 
points of personal vanity, the insecuri-
ties, the things that people want to hide 
even as they advertise their opinions. 
That was my experience with Kissinger, 
with whom I talked many dozens of 
times, concluding with a startling con-
versation about artificial intelligence.

My first interview with the former 
secretary of state was nearly 40 years 
ago, for a long article in the Wall Street 
Journal pegged to the 10th anniversary 
of the United States’ defeat in Vietnam. 
He was peeved at the topic but entirely 
unrepentant about his role in a conflict 
for which his critics had branded him a 
“war criminal.”

A big lesson of the war for him, 
Kissinger said, was that the United 
States should have bombed Hanoi and 
Haiphong earlier. “We are to be blamed 
for not doing in 1969 what we did in 
1972,” he argued. “You do not have the 
choice to lose with moderation. If you 
use power, you must prevail.”

Kissinger’s chroniclers discovered 
long ago that there is a kind of Rosetta 
Stone to decode his thinking in his 1954 

Harvard doctoral disserta-
tion. It was published three 
years later with the title “A 
World Restored: Metternich, 
Castlereagh and the Problems 
of Peace, 1812-1822.” He 
planned it as the first volume 
in a trilogy that would extend 
to the breakdown of the Euro-
pean order in World War I, but 
he abandoned the larger proj-
ect as he became an apprentice 
to the foreign policy elite.

It was an odd dissertation, 
with no primary research, few footnotes 
and a style that was closer to extended 
historical essay than academic paper. 
It’s an astonishing piece of writing and 
thinking that explains many of Kiss-
inger’s later policies.

Kissinger’s subject was the diploma-
cy that surrounded the 1815 Congress 
of Vienna that ended the Napoleonic 
Wars and brought nearly a century of 
relative peace to Europe. It was the 
story, in Kissinger’s telling, of how the 
status quo powers of the time (Britain 
and Austria-Hungary) found a way to 
contain the rising powers — post-revo-
lutionary France and Germany.

The hero of the book was the Austri-
an foreign minister, Count Klemens von 
Metternich. Though Kissinger denied 
it later, Metternich seems a model 
for what the young graduate student 
became. Kissinger’s descriptions of 
Metternich are acute: “His genius was 
instrumental, not creative; he excelled 
at manipulation, not construction. … 
He preferred the subtle maneuver to the 
frontal attack.”

Metternich’s triumph was that he 
created an architecture for stability that 
endured for decades. That was Kiss-
inger’s aim throughout his diplomatic 
career. His primary challenge was to 
check an expansive, post-revolutionary 
Soviet Union. He did that through a 
lattice of arms-control negotiations 
and personal diplomacy that came to 
be known as “détente.” To help check 
the Soviets, he orchestrated the famous 

opening to China that culminated in 
President Richard M. Nixon’s 1972 
visit to Beijing.

Kissinger’s diplomacy, like Met-
ternich’s, was avowedly amoral. Stabil-
ity was a goal in itself. Realism about 
national interest was the policymaker’s 
only reliable guide; idealism created 
more trouble than it solved. He feared, 
for instance, that overemphasis on 
peace could actually benefit warmakers, 
writing in the book’s second paragraph: 
“Whenever peace — conceived as the 
avoidance of war — has been the pri-
mary objective … the international sys-
tem has been at the mercy of the most 
ruthless member.”

Kissinger explained his passion 
for stability to a Harvard colleague by 
invoking Goethe: “If I had to choose 
between justice and disorder, on the one 
hand, and injustice and order, on the 
other, I would always choose the latter,” 
according to a biography of Kissinger 
by Walter Isaacson. That’s the kind of 
lacerating realpolitik that made Kiss-
inger a target for so many analysts.

Kissinger had a lifelong preoccupa-
tion with the Middle East. And it’s use-
ful now, when war between Israel and 
Hamas is ravaging the region, to under-
stand Kissinger’s perspective. As Mar-
tin Indyk explains in his book “Master 
of the Game,” Kissinger thought that 
“peace” might be a chimera. But a sta-
ble balance of power in the region that 
avoided open conflict was achievable 
— and might be as good as it gets.

My last interview with Kissinger 
was a year ago. He wanted to speak 
about his new passion, which was the 
control of artificial intelligence, a tech-
nology that he thought was supremely 
dangerous. He sat slumped in a chair, 
his body nearly limp as he approached 
100. But his nimble mind was wrestling 
as it always had with hidden risks and 
dangers, and thinking about how to 
meet them. Kissinger was hungry to the 
last — for recognition and influence, 
certainly, but also for truth.

Follow David Ignatius @IgnatiusPost on X

David
Ignatius

Lessons from my 40-year conversation with Henry

By The Associated Press
Today is Saturday, Dec. 2, the 336th day of 2023. 

There are 29 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History: On Dec. 2, 1954, 

the U.S. Senate passed, 67-22, a resolution condemn-
ing Republican Sen. Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin, 
saying he had “acted contrary to senatorial ethics and 
tended to bring the Senate into dishonor and disrepute.”

On this date:
In 1823, President James Monroe outlined his doc-

trine opposing European expansion in the Western 
Hemisphere.

In 1859, militant abolitionist John Brown was 
hanged for his raid on Harpers Ferry the previous 
October.

In 1957, the Shippingport Atomic Power Station in 
Pennsylvania, the first full-scale commercial nuclear 
facility in the U.S., began operations.

In 1980, four American churchwomen were raped 
and murdered in El Salvador. (Five national guards-
men were convicted in the killings.)

In 1982, in the first operation of its kind, doctors 
at the University of Utah Medical Center implanted a 
permanent artificial heart in the chest of retired dentist 
Dr. Barney Clark, who lived 112 days with the device.

In 1993, Colombian drug lord Pablo Escobar was 
shot to death by security forces in Medellin.



C H U R C H  PA G E SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2023 • The News-Banner • Page 5

A CITY ON A HILL 
CHURCH

705 W.-900 N., 
Uniondale

10 a.m. - Worship.

APOSTOLIC 
CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

APOSTOLIC 
CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,

Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)

4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM 
LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service. 
10:15 - Adult Bible Class, 
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice 
of Bethlehem on 92.7 
FM.

BLUFFTON 
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. -  Sunday 
School. 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6 p.m.  - Service.

DILLMAN UNITED 
BRETHREN

8888S-1100W-90, 
Warren

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 
a.m. - Sunday School.

BLUFFTON 
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness 

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.

blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 & 6:30 
p.m. - Worship.

BOEHMER UNITED 
METHODIST

3467 S 600 W, 
Liberty Center

boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:45 - Sunday School.

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN, ELCA

1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

CHRISTIAN 
NEW LIGHT

1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Praise & wor-
ship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.

10 a.m. - Bible Study. 
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1

mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:15 - Worship. 
(Children’s Church for 
ages 6-12).

DOMESTIC CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school. 
10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST

1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:40 a.m. - Sunday 
School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH 
OF GOD

5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Discipleship.

 
FIRST BAPTIST 

CHURCH OF OSSIAN
1001 Dehner Dr.

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com

9:30 & 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL 
classes. 10:15 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.

firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/

youth & Adult Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
(EVANGELICAL)

123 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian

www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Adult Sun-

day school. 10 a.m. 
- Worship. 11 a.m. - Con-
gregational mtg.

FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH OF 
BLUFFTON

301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com

10:15 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:45 - Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E. 
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Wor-
ship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com

8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - 
Service at Main Campus. 
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service, 
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:30 - Sunday School.

LANCASTER CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

9:40 - Fellowship. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
BAPTIST

3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-

con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday 
School. 9:55 - Fellow-
ship. 10:15 - Worship.

LIVING FAITH 
MISSIONARY

17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 

- Sunday School.

LIBERTY CENTER 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir prac-

tice. 9 a.m. - Coffee, 
donuts, conversation. 
9:30 - Worship w/infant 
nursery & children’s 
church. 10:45 - Sunday 
School.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.

lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service 

(Children’s programs 
available).

 
LIVING WATER 

UNITED CHURCH
6486 S 700E, Bluffton

8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 
a.m. - Sunday School. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL 
HILL SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath 
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org

9 a.m. - Adult Bible 
study groups. 10:30 - 
Worship. Children’s & 
student programming 
both hours.

MARKLE 
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St., 

Murray
murraymc.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW HOPE 
LUTHERAN

(Missouri Synod)
8824 N. SR 1, Ossian

newhopelutheran-ossian.
webs.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School 
& Adult Bible study. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218

10 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1

9:30 - Sunday School. 
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org

9:15 a.m. - Bible study. 
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED 
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org

9 a.m. - Worship, Wor-
ship child care nurse. 10 
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Adult Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.

blog.parkub.org
10 a.m. - Connection. 11 

a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 

- Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street

8:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

36 E. Walnut St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 

a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Sunday School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central

 11 a.m. - Worship & the 
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
927 N. Main St.

10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1

sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
Nursery & Children’s 
classes available during 
Sunday School & Wor-
ship.

SOUTHERN WELLS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto
9 & 10:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. - 
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass. 
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or 
by appointment - Confes-
sions. 5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. 

- Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur

stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. 
LUTHERAN

16933 Thiele Rd. 
stmarkfw.org

8:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St., 

Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Children’s Sunday 
School.

TURNPOINTE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com

9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 
10 a.m. - Adult & Chil-
dren’s Worship.

THE CHURCH AT 
MCNATT

9221 W 800 S-90, 
Montpelier

8:30 a.m. - Coffee fel-
lowship. 9:15 - Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.

6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St., 

Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com

9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups. 
10:30 - Worship.

UNIONDALE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

5867 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

 
UNIONTOWN 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER 

CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St., 

Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10-10:30 - Fel-
lowship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

205 S. Adams St., 
Monroe

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 
- Discipleship for adults & 
children.

ZANESVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.
9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST

3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

Call to Worship
This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible 
by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

•	 Bluffton
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(260)824-1253
Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

WASTING THE 
WAITING

Today’s world finds wait-
ing to be a serious prob-
lem. Society has become 
so accustomed to instant 
messages, video stream-
ing, fast food, and a 24-hour 
news cycle that we have 
lost the ability to 
wait patiently for 
something. (If in 
doubt,  observe 
those around you 
while waiting in a 
doctor’s office, at 
the license branch, 
even standing in 
the checkout lane.)

Whatever the 
reason, the art of 
thoughtful, inten-
t iona l  wai t ing 
seems to be a trait 
of past generations.

Awaiting the birth of a 
child, anticipating a birth-
day celebration, looking for-
ward to a wedding, new job, 
even retirement: this world 
is filled with the hopes, 
dreams, prayers, and plans 
of millions of human hearts.

Anticipating the good 
things of life is a worthy 
goal, yet there can be great 
benefits in waiting for what 
we most desire. In fact, 
not immediately receiv-
ing something we long for 
often teaches lessons of 
good character and reliance 
on God as our ultimate Pro-
vider.

If you find yourself long-
ing for what seems impos-
sible, consider the men and 
women whose lives set an 
example during their sea-
sons of waiting.

Abraham and Sarah, 
longing for a son.

Joseph, falsely impris-
oned.

Moses, Caleb, and Josh-
ua, seeking a Promised 
Land.

Hannah, desiring the 
child of her heart.

Job in his suf-
fering, David after 
being annointed 
king, Daniel seek-
ing answers to 
p r a y e r,  J e s u s 
spending 40 days 
in preparation for 
ministry,  even 
God awaiting the 
“fullness of time” 
(Galatians 4:4) to 
send the Messiah 
— every life pro-
vides lessons as 

we face unmet expectations 
and the disappointment of 
unfulfilled dreams.

Wait time, especially 
the spiritual variety, is best 
invested in listening to 
God’s wisdom.

By humbling ourselves 
under God’s hand we are 
prepared for eventual exalta-
tion (1 Peter 5:6-7).

Our reliance is ultimately 
in God’s power to develop 
and complete His work in us 
(Philippians 1:6 & 2:13).

We can rest assured that 
God works all things togeth-
er for good in the lives of 
His children (Romans 8:28).

God alone can mold us 
into the image of Christ 
(Ephesians 2:10).

Waiting for God to work? 
Spend time with Him so you 
don’t waste the waiting.

mpaxson99@yahoo.com

a Devotional
              Break

Time to Take

by Martha 
Paxson

•	 Bluffton
•	 lafayette
•	 flora

•	 logansport
•	 frankfort
•	 swayzee

•	 Huntington
•	 waBasH

 Thoma/Rich,
 Lemler

 Funeral Home
 WELLS COUNTY’S

 OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
 308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN

 260-824-3850
 www.thomarich.com

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton • 824-3852

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

 Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver
 “For The Times You Don’t
 Want to Leave Home.”

 114 W. 
 Water

 824-4956

 HIDAY
 AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

 82 4-0900   General Motors

 82 4-1931  Chrysler

 (260)375-2135
 1-800-895-7035

 222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
 Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.

 Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
 Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

More Than 
A Customer...

You’re Family

More Than 

Family Ford 
of Bluff ton

(260)824-1253
Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

 1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
 (260) 824-5940

 Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
 decaturdentalin.com

 Bluffton
 Dental
 Clinic

 NATIONAL OIL
 Delivery to Home

 FARM • BUSINESS
 824-2220

 127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN  
824-1588

604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN • 622-4115 

CHEVROLET

 Les Gerber 
 Insurance

 Perry Gerber
 1120 N. Main St., Bluffton

 260-824-1237

 AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

 126 W. Townley
 Bluffton • 824-3330

 260-565-3131
 A Division of Craigville

 Telephone Company, Inc.

 643 N. Main St.
  Bluffton

  260-824-4460

 NAPA WELLS CO. 
 AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, 

 INC.

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:
• E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
• Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton



KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza 
Strip (AP) — Israel’s war 
with Hamas erupted again 
Friday, as airstrikes hit hous-
es and buildings in the Gaza 
Strip minutes after a week-
long truce expired. Health 
authorities in the besieged 
territory reported dozens of 
Palestinians killed and Israel 
dropped leaflets over Gaza 
City and southern parts of 
the enclave, urging civilians 
to flee to avoid the fighting.

Mil i tan ts  in  Gaza 
resumed firing rockets into 
Israel, and fighting broke 
out between Israel and Hez-
bollah militants operating 
along its northern border 
with Lebanon.

The resumption of the 
war threatens to compound 
the suffering in Gaza. Some 
2 million people -- almost 
its entire population -- are 
crammed into the terri-
tory’s south, where Israel 
urged people to relocate at 
the war’s start and has since 
vowed to extend its ground 
assault. Unable to go into 
north Gaza or neighboring 
Egypt, their only escape is 
to move around within the 
85-square-mile area.

Renewed hostili t ies 
also heighten concerns for 
about 140 hostages still 
held captive by Hamas and 
other militants, after more 
than 100 were freed dur-
ing the truce. For families 
of remaining hostages, the 
truce’s collapse was a blow 
to hopes their loved ones 
could be the next out after 
days of seeing others freed. 
The Israeli army said Fri-
day it had confirmed the 
deaths of four more hostag-

es, bringing the total known 
dead to seven.

Qatar, which has served 
as a mediator along with 
Egypt, said negotiators 
were still trying for a deal to 
restore the cease-fire. Israel 
and Hamas traded blame for 
ending the truce.

A day earlier, U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken 
urged Israeli officials to do 
more to protect Palestin-
ian civilians as they seek to 
destroy Hamas. Blinken met 
Friday with Arab foreign 
ministers at global climate 
talks in Dubai.

It was not clear to what 
extent Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
will heed the appeals of the 
United States, Israel’s most 
important ally.

Netanyahu’s office said 
Friday that Israel "is com-
mitted to achieving the 
goals of the war," including 
releasing the hostages and 
eliminating Hamas, which 
has ruled Gaza since 2007.

In response to the U.S. 
calls, the Israeli military 
released an online map 
dividing the Gaza Strip into 
hundreds of numbered, hap-
hazardly drawn parcels. It 
asked residents to learn the 
number of their location in 
case of an eventual evacu-
ation. The map did not des-
ignate safe areas to evacuate 
to, and it was not clear how 
easily Palestinians could 
access it.

Hours into the renewed 
bombardment,  Gaza’s 
Health Ministry said 178 
people were killed and doz-
ens wounded. Israel said it 
struck more than 200 Hamas 

targets.
Up until the truce began, 

more than 13,300 Palestin-
ians were killed in Israel’s 
assault, roughly two-thirds 
of them women and minors, 
according to Gaza’s Health 
Ministry, which does not 
differentiate between civil-
ians and combatants.
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Ask About
Our

We Specialize 
In Cleaning

Carpet
Tile - Vinyl 

UpholsterySpecial

$9900

Discover a new  
destination for care.

When you need expert medical care, turn to Parkview Southwest — 
where we’re expanding your access to high-quality healthcare. At 
our new facility, you’ll find all the outpatient services you expect, 
including imaging, a full lab and specialty medical offices for podiatry, 
cardiology, general surgery and more. Plus, with our innovative 
new care model, emergency and urgent care are in one convenient 
location. It’s just one more way we’re moving healthcare forward. 
Right here at Parkview Southwest. 

Parkview Southwest is now open.

© 2023 Parkview Health A-23-PPG-499

Edward Jones relocates its office
The Wells County Chamber of Com-

merce celebrated the relocation of Jeremy 
Todd with Edward Jones to his new office 
at 1331 Baker Place in Bluffton. The occa-
sion was marked with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony, symbolizing the beginning of a new 
chapter for Edward Jones-Jeremy Todd in 
the heart of Wells County.

The newly renovated space, once home 
to a credit union, has undergone a transfor-
mation to accommodate the growing needs 
of Edward Jones and its clients. Jeremy 
Todd, financial adviser at Edward Jones, 
expressed his excitement about the move, 
emphasizing the significance of owning the 
building for future endeavors.

“My goal is to do this job for another 
20 years, it would be beneficial to own the 
building rather than renting,” said Todd. 

Before joining Edward Jones, Todd 
brought a wealth of experience as a civil 
environmental engineer. In 2001, he made 
the pivotal decision to transition to the 
finance sector, where he found a passion for 
working with numbers and helping people 
navigate their financial journeys.

Todd shared, “What brings me joy is 

when I can work with a family and see 
multiple generations, and Bluffton is great 
for that.” He highlighted the unique joy of 
witnessing families progress through vari-
ous life stages, from grandparents to great-
grandchildren, and the satisfaction of assist-
ing them in achieving their financial goals.

At the core of Jeremy’s approach is a 
goal-based focus, where he collaborates 
with clients to outline their objectives, 
whether it’s retirement, saving for a special 
event, or purchasing a vacation home. 

Office hours at Edward Jones-Jeremy 
Todd vary to accommodate clients’ sched-
ules, with Holly Maddox, senior branch 
office administrator, available in the office 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or by appoint-
ment.

Todd concluded, “I really appreciate the 
community support. My clients have been 
really great, and I just love the Bluffton 
community because they’ve been very wel-
coming.”

For further inquiries or to schedule an 
appointment, please contact Edward Jones-
Jeremy Todd at 260-824-0686 or visit their 
office at 1331 Baker Place, Bluffton.

Pictured are: Erin Prible, executive director of the Wells County Chamber of Commerce; Chan-
dler Gerber, Bluffton council member; Rachel Reinhard, Grace & Mercy Transitional Housing; 
Casey Robbins, F&M Bank; Danielle Archbold, Flagstar Bank; Jessica Beste, Thrive Mortgage; 
Erin Daugherty, State Farm; Nick Huffman, Steffen Group; Courtney Todd, Edward Jones; Kevin 
Pritchard, Ruoff Mortgage; Jeremy Todd, Edward Jones; Heather Morgan, National Oil & Gas; 
Holly Maddox, Edward Jones; Keith Muhlenkamp, First Merchants Bank; Doug Fear, Edward 
Jones; Angie Topp, Thrive Mortgage; Mayor John Whicker; Kevin Sills, Farm Bureau Insurance; 
Gina Hon, First Merchants Bank; Cyndee Fiechter, North Eastern Group Realty, Larry Smith, 
Edward Jones; and Sam Haiflich, BKM Real Estate. (Photo submitted)

WASHINGTON (AP) — Donald Trump 
is not immune from prosecution in his elec-
tion interference case in Washington, a fed-
eral judge ruled Friday, knocking down the 
Republican’s bid to derail the case charging 
him with plotting to overturn the 2020 presi-
dential election.

U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan’s 
decision amounts to a sharp rejection to 
challenges the Trump defense team had 
raised to the four-count indictment in 
advance of a trial expected to center on 
the Republican’s multi-pronged efforts to 
undo the election won by Democrat Joe 
Biden.

Though the judge turned aside Trump’s 
expansive view of presidential power, the 
order might not be the final say in the legal 
fight. Lawyers for Trump, who has denied 
any wrongdoing, are expected to quickly 
appeal to fight what they say an unsettled 
legal question.

In her ruling, Chutkan said the office of 
the president “does not confer a lifelong 
‘get-out-of-jail-free’ pass.”

“Former Presidents enjoy no special 
conditions on their federal criminal liabil-
ity,” Chutkan wrote. “Defendant may be 
subject to federal investigation, indictment, 
prosecution, conviction, and punishment 
for any criminal acts undertaken while in 
office.”

Chutkan also rejected Trump’s claims 
that the indictment violates the former 
president’s free speech rights. Lawyers 
for Trump had argued that he was within 
his First Amendment rights to challenge 
the outcome of the election and to allege 
that it had been tainted by fraud, and they 
accused prosecutors of attempting to crim-
inalize political speech and political advo-
cacy.

But Chutkan said “it is well established 
that the First Amendment does not protect 
speech that is used as an instrument of a 
crime.”

“Defendant is not being prosecuted sim-
ply for making false statements ... but rath-
er for knowingly making false statements 
in furtherance of a criminal conspiracy 
and obstructing the electoral process,” she 
wrote.

An attorney for Trump declined to com-
ment Friday evening.

Her ruling comes the same day the fed-
eral appeals court in Washington ruled 
that lawsuits brought by Democratic 
lawmakers and police officers who have 
accused Trump of inciting the U.S. Capi-
tol riot on Jan. 6, 2021, can move for-
ward.

The appeals court in that case rejected 
Trump’s sweeping claims that presidential 
immunity shields him from liability, but left 

the door open for him to continue to fight, 
as the cases proceed, to try to prove that his 
actions were taken his official capacity as 
president.

Trump’s legal team had argued the 
criminal case, which is scheduled to go 
to trial in March, should be dismissed 
because the 2024 Republican presiden-
tial primary front-runner is shielded from 
prosecution for actions he took while ful-
filling his duties as president. They assert 
that the actions detailed in the indictment 
— including pressing state officials on the 
administration of elections — cut to the 
core of Trump’s responsibilities as com-
mander in chief.

The Supreme Court has held that presi-
dents are immune from civil liability for 
actions related to their official duties, but the 
justices have never grappled with the ques-
tion of whether that immunity extends to 
criminal prosecution.

The Justice Department has also held 
that sitting presidents cannot be prosecuted. 
Trump’s lawyers are trying to ensure that 
same protection to a former president for 
actions taken while in office, asserting that 
no prosecutor since the beginning of Ameri-
can democracy has had the authority to 
bring such charges.

“Against the weight of that his-
tory, Defendant argues in essence that 
because no other former Presidents have 
been criminally prosecuted, it would be 
unconstitutional to start now,” Chutkan 
wrote. “But while a former President’s 
prosecution is unprecedented, so too are 
the allegations that a President commit-
ted the crimes with which Defendant is 
charged.”

Special counsel Jack Smith’s team has 
said there is nothing in the Constitution, or 
in court precedent, to support the idea that 
a former president cannot be prosecuted for 
criminal conduct committed while in the 
White House.

“The defendant is not above the law. He 
is subject to the federal criminal laws like 
more than 330 million other Americans, 
including Members of Congress, federal 
judges, and everyday citizens,” prosecutors 
wrote in court papers.

It’s one of four criminal cases Trump is 
facing while he seeks to reclaim the White 
House in 2024.

Smith has separately charged Trump 
in Florida with illegally hoarding classi-
fied documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate 
after he left the White House. Trump is 
also charged in Georgia with conspiring to 
overturn his election loss to Biden. And he 
faces charges in New York related to hush-
money payments made during the 2016 
campaign.

Judge rejects Trump’s claim 
of immunity in his federal 
2020 election prosecution

Israel’s war with Hamas 
resumes with airstrikes in Gaza 
after a weeklong truce ends



By RYAN WALKER
Norwell needed a brief 

identity change to get 
Northeast 8 Conference 
win No. 1 on the season. It 
ended up being 56-45 win 
over Huntington North at 
The Castle.

The Knights (7-2), who 
are typically a fast break, 
three-point shooting night-
mare for opposing coaches, 
needed to turn it down a 
notch to pull out a win.

The three-ball wasn’t 
there anyway, but the 
Knights only took 14 threes 
on the night and made 
two of them. Their season 
average is 26 three-point 
attempts per night and 
making 10 of them, but the 
Vikings (2-4) did not allow 
it on the defensive end.

“It certainly wasn’t a 
2-3 team when you look at 
it on paper and when you 
watch them play,” Norwell 
head coach Eric Thornton 
said after the game. “That 
was the concern going into 
tonight is that they’re super 
competitive and they do a 
great job of taking away 
what you want to do and 
making you play their way. 
That was a struggle at times 
for us tonight, but it’s good 
to go through and come out 
the other side.”

The Vikings threw the 
first punch, as scores by 
Haiden Bailey and Gracie 

Fields helped propel the 
team to a 12-7 lead in the 
first quarter. It was also a 
glimpse of what the Knights 
had to deal with on the 
offensive end, shooting a 
cold 3-14.

Kennedy Fuelling and 
Makenzie Fuess, Norwell’s 
top scorers, combined for 
2-12 in the period, including 
0-5 from three.

Thornton’s group has 
faced tough defenses this 
season and wasn’t the first 
time they’d gone into a 
shooting slump to begin 
games. This time, he wanted 
to change the gameplan and 
try to get closer to the bas-
ket.

In the second quarter, 13 
of the 16 points came from 
inside the arc. 

After Huntington North 
went up 16-10 at the 6:03 
mark, Norwell finished the 
remainder of the half going 
on a 13-0 run. Addie Nor-
ris’ three was the only one 
for Norwell in the first half. 
Other buckets came from 
Vanessa Rosswurm twice, 
Annabelle Johnson, and free 
throws from Fuelling.

“We’ve relied on the 
three in some games 
because it was there and 
it was a good shot, but 
tonight we didn’t rely on 
it,” Thornton said. “I don’t 
think we took bad threes, 
and I thought as the game 

went on we looked for more 
penetration and getting to 
the foul line, trying to get in 
there and make some plays 
around the basket, and that’s 
what we had to do.”

Getting to the free-throw 
line is exactly what Fuelling 
did.

Even with having three 
fouls in the second quarter, 
leading to some time on the 
bench, Fuelling sacrificed 
looks from deep and drove 
the lane. She picked up four 
buckets down by each block 
and scored seven points 
from the charity stripe. She 
had a team-high 26 points, 
but 14 of them were at the 
line and only missed two of 
them.

“For (Fuelling) to just be 
able to mentally still be in 
the game. She came back 
in and found a way to get 
to the line and put some 
points on the board. That 
just shows some great senior 
leadership on her part,” 
Thornton said. 

The Knights went 18-22 
from the line in the game 
and 10-23 in the second 
half, which helped slow 
down the Viking’s attempts 
to make a comeback.

Huntington North at 
times in the third quarter 
drained the Norwell lead 
and got it as low as five in 
the fourth quarter, but Fuel-
ling and the Knights put the 

fire out with high-percent-
age looks.

Forwards Haley Green, 
Dekota Hubble and guard 
Lilly Norris had easy lay-ins 
to help the cause.

In the fourth, Norwell 
outscored Huntington North 
18-13 to successfully make 
necessary changes in its 
style and get the first win in 
NE8 play.

“I thought we really 
made some tough plays the 
last three quarters,” Thorn-
ton said. “The first quarter 
was very physical, espe-
cially on the ball. I thought 
our kids had to play 
through that. There’s been 
times that we’ve played in 
a little bit of a hurry, and I 
thought we got more dis-

ciplined as the game went 
on.”

Norwell won the junior 
varsity game 54-10. Lead-
ing scorer was Macie Saal-
frank with 13 points, Haley 
Williamson 10 and Larkin 
Smith nine.

Norwell also won the 
freshmen game 42-12. 
Leading scorer was Carlee 
Strunk with 17 points and 
Elizabeth Dillon with 11. 
Isabella Swineford tallied 
10 rebounds.

Norwell will host East-
brook next at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 6

sports@news-banner.com

NORWELL 56, HUNTINGTON 
NORTH 45
At Norwell

HUNTINGTON NORTH (2-4): Haid-
en Bailey 7-15 2-5 15, Gracie Fields 

5-13 2-5 13, Marissa Trout 3-10 2-2 9, 
Grace Michel 2-3 1-1 5, Faith Minton 
1-1 0-0 2, Elle McDonald 0-3 0-0 0, 
Riley Wilson 0-0 1-2 1, Abby Grube 
0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 18-45 7-13 45.

NORWELL (7-2):  Kennedy Fuelling 
6-20 14-16 26, Makenzie Fuess 10 
4-9 1-2 10, Vanessa Rosswurm 2-13 
2-2 6, Dekota Hubble 2-6 0-0 4, Addie 
Norris 1-2 0-0 3, Annabelle Johnson 
1-4 1-2 3, Haley Green 1-1 0-0 2, 
Lilly Norris 1-1 0-0 2. TOTALS: 18-56 
18-22 56.

Hunt. N  12    4   16   13  ––  45
Norwell  7    16   15   18  ––  56
Three-point FG: Huntington North 

2-14 (Fields 1-4, Trout 1-4, McDon-
ald 0-1, Bailey 0-5. Norwell 2-13 (A. 
Norris 1-2, Fuess 1-5, Fuelling 0-3, 
Rosswurm 0-3). Rebounds: Hunting-
ton North 26 (Trout 6, Fields 4, Bailey 
4, Michel 4, McDonald 3, Minton 2, 
Grube 1), Norwell 30 (Rosswurm 
10, Hubble 6, Fuelling 3, Johnson 
3, Green 2, L. Norris 1, A. Norris 1, 
Fuess 1). Turnovers: Huntington 
North, 20 Norwell 14. Fouls: Hunting-
ton North 22, Norwell17. Fouled Out: 
None. Technicals: None.

JV: 54-10 Norwell.
Freshman: 42-12 Norwell.
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FRIDAY, DEC 1
SATURDAY, DEC 2
BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at 

Oak Hill, 1:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Southern 

Wells at Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.
WRESTLING: Norwell at Shamrock 

Duals (Westfield High School), 9 a.m.; 
Southern Wells at Northfield, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, DEC 4
No events scheduled
TUESDAY, DEC 5
BOYS BASKETBALL: Dwenger 

at Norwell, 7:45 p.m.; Eastbrook at 

Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Wabash at 

Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at 
Blackhawk, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): 
Norwell at Bellmont, 5:30 p.m.; Bluff-
ton at Adams Central, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC 6
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Eastbrook 

at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, DEC 7
SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): 

Jay County at Norwell, 6 p.m.; Bluff-
ton at Blackford, 5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC 8
BOYS BASKETBALL: Lakeland 

Christian at Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Norwell 

at Columbia City, 7:30 p.m.; Bluffton 
at Woodlan, 7:30 p.m.; Heritage at 
Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

High School Calendar

Bluffton senior Tucker Jenkins, right, lines up for a basket over a South Adams defender during 
the first half of Friday night's game in Bluffton.  (Photos by Chad Kline)

Norwell senior Kennedy Fuelling, left, battles for the ball against Huntington North defenders in 
the closing seconds of Friday night's conference game at Norwell. Fuelling's 26 points helped 
the Lady Knights to a 56-45 win.

By RICK SPRUNGER
The name of the game is still putting the 

ball in the basket.
Bluffton did that exceptionally well for 

three quarters in its 45-39 win over South 
Adams in the Allen County Athletic Con-
ference season opener for both clubs Friday 
night.

The Tigers evened their slate at 1-1 on 
the young season. South Adams fell to 1-2.

Bluffton hit on 17 of 25 shots for an oth-
er-worldly 68 shooting percentage in those 
first three periods and seized command at 
39-21 heading down the stretch.

And while South Adams showed the 
home club a finish on the strength of an 
effective full-court press, the Starfires 
never were able to get closer than five 
points and then not until there were only 
0:29 left in a game that simply wasn’t as 
close as the final score would seem to 
indicate.

A Tucker Jenkins free throw inched it 
back out to 45-39 with 0:21 to play.

But South Adams’ Tytus Lehman missed 
a hurried three-pointer with his team out of 
timeouts in any event, and that was all she 
wrote.

“We shot it better than I expected,” 
smiled first-year Bluffton coach Craig Tea-
gle after it was over. “I didn’t expect our 
perimeter shooting to come around until 
probably Christmas.”

Bluffton connected on four three-pointers 
during a 16-0 first-half run that propelled 
the Tigers from a 6-5 deficit with 3:35 left 
in the first quarter to a 21-6 advantage at the 
5:32 mark in the second.

They never hit another three all night. 
They didn’t need to.

“Our ball movement was outstanding 
against their zone,” said Teagle. “We were 
able to work it around and get inside for 
good shots.”

Teagle was talking about another 
Bluffton surge, this one a 10-0 bolt over 
the last four minutes of the third quar-
ter that vaulted the Tigers to that 39-21 
spread.

They hit six of seven shots in the period, 
the last one a hurried, high-arching 15-foot-
er from the left side by Cameron Williams 
that dropped through the net at the buzzer 
and that South Adams coach Garrett Krieg 
called “deflating.”

All but Williams’ desperation fling at the 
buzzer came from directly under or in front 
of the basket, including three in a row from 
Jenkins.

Williams had also swished a buzzer-beat-
ing three-pointer at the end of the first quarter.

Those two last-second heaves proved to 
be mighty important.

A three-pointer by Lehman reduced the 
Bluffton lead to that 44-39 margin with 29 
ticks remaining.

Take away those two Williams buzzer-
beaters and see where that leaves you.

“We had opportunities,  but we 
wouldn’t look up the floor,” commented 
Teagle about the South Adams press that 
got the Starfires back in the game. “My 
hat’s off to South Adams. Their kids 
played hard. When you’re down, 39-21, 
it’s easy just to roll over, and they did not 
do that.”

Bluffton spread most of its scoring out 
over four players.

The Tigers were led by Kaleb Green, 
who scored 14 points on 6-for-9 shooting 
with 12 of those points coming in the mid-
dle two periods.

Williams and Jenkins each added nine 
points and Elijah Garrett eight.

South Adams got a game-high 23 points 
from Lehman.

Teagle tipped his hat to the 6-3 sopho-
more — mostly.

“I didn’t mind his pull-up jumpers,” 
commended the opposing coach. “That’s 
just a good player making good plays. 
But I did mind him getting to the rim. 
That’s on us. In fact, of (South Adams’) 
14 points in the first half, 10 were in the 
paint and around the rim, and the other 
four were on free throws. We’ll be work-
ing on that.”

Bluffton made it a clean sweep on the 
evening by taking both the junior varsity 
contest, 46-33, and the freshman game, 
32-27.

The Tigers junior varsity players got 13 
points from Nolan Lambert, seven from 
Jude Baumgartner, six each from Jared 
Moser and Griffin Morgan, five from Cole-
son Teeple, four from Eli Bertsch, three 
from Easton Blair, and two from Benjamin 
Maggard.

The freshmen were led by Jonah Geisel 
with 13 points.

Alexander Maggard added seven, Heath 
Johnson five, Abram Gehrett four, and 
Chanley Shaw three.

sports@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 45, SOUTH ADAMS 39
at Bluffton

SOUTH ADAMS (1-2, 0-1 ACAC): Derek McKean 1-4 
0-1 2, Owen Wanner 3-10 3-4 10, Tytus Lehman 9-17 3-4 
23, Noah Hunley 0-1 0-0 0, Conner Fear 2-5 0-2 4, Isaac 
Dee 0-0 0-0 0, Diesel Ziegler 0-0 0-0 0, Jax Wanner 0-1 
0-0 0. TOTAL: 15-38 6-11 39.

BLUFFTON (1-1, 1-0 ACAC): Elijah Garrett 2-3 2-2 
8, Cameron Williams 3-4 1-2 9, Tucker Jenkins 4-6 1-2 9, 
Axton Beste 1-2 0-0 2, Kaleb Green 6-9 2-5 14, Hunter 
Wenger1-3 0-0 3, Declan Grieser 0-1 0-0 0, Andrew Hunt 
0-0 0-0 0. TOTAL: 17-28 6-11 45.
South Adams   6	   8	   7   18 — 39
Bluffton	         16	  11	  12   6 — 45

Three-point Shooting: South Adams 3-17 (McKean 
0-2, Wanner 1-7, Lehman 2-6, Fear 0-2), Bluffton 5-11 
(Garrett 2-3, Williams 2-3, Jenkins 0-1, Beste 0-1, H. 
Wenger 1-2, Grieser 0-1). Rebounds: South Adams 19 
(Lehman 7), Bluffton 20 (Green 5). Turnovers: South 
Adams 8, Bluffton 11. Personal fouls: South Adams 11, 
Bluffton 15. Fouled Out: None. Technical Fouls: None.
Junior Varsity: Bluffton 46, South Adams 33.
Freshmen: Bluffton 32, South Adams 27.

Tigers reach first win 
of  season vs. Starfires

Knights make adjustments vs. 
Vikings to move to 1-0 in NE8
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 36,264.85 31,429.82 Dow Jones Industrials 36,245.50 +855.35 +2.42 +9.35 +5.27
 16,717.04 13,230.05 Dow Jones Transportation 15,463.76 +369.56 +2.45 +15.47 +6.49
 1,013.30 765.47 Dow Jones Utilities 876.01 +10.03 +1.16 -9.45 -10.23
 16,458.89 14,471.08 NYSE Composite 16,263.75 +279.93 +1.75 +7.11 +3.15
 14,446.55 10,207.47 Nasdaq Composite 14,305.03 +54.18 +.38 +36.67 +24.81
 4,607.07 3,764.49 S&P 500 4,594.63 +35.29 +.77 +19.67 +12.84
 2,743.01 2,322.38 S&P MidCap 2,625.58 +65.25 +2.55 +8.03 +2.00
 46,570.30 37,324.63 Wilshire 5000 46,295.42 +528.54 +1.15 +21.59 +14.30
 2,007.31 1,633.67 Russell 2000 1,862.64 +55.14 +3.05 +5.76 -1.60
 15,531.26 11,731.63 Lipper Growth Index 15,447.52 +153.44 +1.00 +28.76 +18.68
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Mutual FundS

American Funds AmrcnBalA  m MA 89,536 31.23 +6.4 +6.4/C +7.1/B 5.75
American Funds EuroPacGrA  m FG 18,067 54.32 +8.3 +6.6/C +5.7/C 5.75
American Funds FdmtlInvsA  m LB 57,400 70.93 +8.9 +14.7/B +10.7/D 5.75
American Funds GrfAmrcA  m LG 106,859 64.34 +10.5 +21.4/C +11.8/D 5.75
American Funds IncAmrcA  m AL 69,226 22.86 +5.7 +1.2/E +6.2/D 5.75
American Funds InvCAmrcA  m LB 69,438 50.03 +8.8 +18.2/A +11.3/C 5.75
American Funds NwPrspctvA  m WG 49,329 56.25 +8.8 +12.4/C +11.2/A 5.75
American Funds WAMtInvsA  m LB 70,419 56.41 +7.5 +8.7/D +10.6/D 5.75
Davis NYVentureA  m LB 3,968 26.19 +7.6 +17.0/A +8.3/E 4.75
Dodge & Cox StkI LV 57,189 237.09 +7.9 +7.2/A +10.4/A NL
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm LB 447,395 159.92 +8.6 +14.6/B +12.6/A NL
Fidelity Contrafund LG 103,423 15.99 +6.7 +26.9/B +13.7/B NL
Fidelity TtlMktIdxInsPrm LB 78,946 127.73 +9.3 +13.7/B +11.9/B NL
Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA  m LG 1,820 16.49 +9.9 +21.7/C +16.1/A 5.75
Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA  m LG 3,381 121.55 +11.6 +25.7/B +16.5/A 5.75
George Putnam BalA  m MA 1,150 22.15 +7.0 +10.9/A +8.7/A 5.75
INVESCO MnStrA  m LB 7,377 51.58 +9.0 +13.4/C +10.5/D 5.50
PIMCO IncInstl MU 74,495 10.42 +3.9 +5.8 +2.9 NL
Putnam DiversIncA  m NT 532 5.43 +4.0 +1.3 0.0 4.00
Putnam SustLeadersA  m LG 4,586 107.76 +9.8 +14.4/E +13.3/C 5.75
Putnam TEIncA  m ML 505 7.67 +7.7 +3.9/B +1.7/C 4.00
Schwab SP500Idx LB 70,047 71.38 +9.1 +13.8 +12.5 NL
Thornburg IntermMnA  m MI 259 13.15 +4.5 +3.8/B +1.6/C 2.00
Thornburg LtdTrmUSGvtA  m GS 42 11.69 +2.5 +1.0/E 0.0/E 2.25
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl LB 401,334 425.13 +8.6 +14.6/B +12.6/A NL
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Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl MI 63,978 13.51 +5.2 +3.7/B +2.2/A NL
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl LB 58,026 160.87 +8.7 +16.0/A +11.5/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 70,149 18.45 +6.4 +6.9/A +5.9/B NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 79,533 35.07 +7.1 +7.7/A +6.5/B NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd TI 80,427 21.82 +7.4 +8.4/B +7.1/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 70,443 38.68 +7.7 +9.2/B +7.8/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 67,072 26.19 +8.1 +10.0/B +8.4/B NL
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl CI 92,068 9.46 +4.4 +1.1/C +0.9/C NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl FB 64,479 30.29 +8.2 +7.8/C +5.4/C NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv FB 163,565 18.11 +8.2 +7.8/C +5.3/D NL
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl LB 296,586 111.07 +9.2 +13.6/B +11.9/B NL
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl MA 86,758 72.28 +6.5 +7.4/B +7.9/A NL

                                                      Total Assets                 Total Return/Rank         Pct
Name                                        Obj    ($Mlns)    NAV      4-wk     12-mo     5-year    Load

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government, 
IB -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate 
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World 
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same 
objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar. 
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Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. lf = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock 
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy 
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = 
Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants. 
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred 
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA 
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x  = fund 
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.
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AFLAC 2.00 82.61 -.33 -0.4 +14.8
AT&T Inc 1.11 16.76 +.55 +3.4 -9.0
AMD 1.60 121.39 -.92 -0.8 +87.4
Amazon ... 147.03 +.29 +0.2 +75.0
AEP 3.52 80.51 +2.01 +2.6 -15.2
Apple Inc s .96 191.24 +1.27 +0.7 +47.2
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BP PLC 1.74 35.98 +.16 +0.4 +3.0
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Chevron 6.04 144.81 -.09 -0.1 -19.3
Cisco 1.56 48.47 +.11 +0.2 +1.7
Citigroup 2.12 47.23 +2.00 +4.4 +4.4
CocaCola 1.84 58.64 +.53 +0.9 -7.8
DxSOXBr ... 8.34 -.02 -0.2 -78.9
DxBiotBll ... 4.20 +.62 +17.3 -40.6
DxSOXBl ... 23.07 -.02 -0.1 +138.6
Dir30TrBul ... 5.43 +.54 +11.0 -28.7
Disney ... 92.58 -3.48 -3.6 +6.6
Eaton 2.92 230.46 +1.74 +0.8 +46.8
EliLilly 4.52 584.04 -17.06 -2.8 +59.6
Esports ... .02 -.01 -29.6 -99.8
ExxonMbl 3.80 102.99 -1.58 -1.5 -6.6
Farfetch ... 1.28 -.46 -26.4 -72.9
FordM .60 10.58 +.18 +1.7 -9.0
FrankElec .90 90.59 +.84 +0.9 +13.6
FrptMcM .30 39.24 +2.40 +6.5 +3.3
GenElec .32 122.50 +2.53 +2.1 +88.2
GenMotors .36 32.36 +4.27 +15.2 -3.8
GreenGiant ... .31 -.54 -63.7 -89.4
HP Inc 1.02 29.50 +.86 +3.0 +9.8
HomeDp 8.36 319.62 +11.01 +3.6 +1.2
iShChinaLC .87 24.89 -1.47 -5.6 -12.0
iSh20 yrT 3.05 92.99 +3.19 +3.6 -6.6
iShiBxHYB 5.09 75.99 +.99 +1.3 +3.2

iShR2K 1.77 184.91 +5.58 +3.1 +6.1
Intel .50 43.74 -.22 -0.5 +65.5
IBM 6.64 160.55 +5.37 +3.5 +14.0
Inv QQQ 1.16 389.94 +.43 +0.1 +46.4
Kroger 1.16 44.60 +.42 +1.0 ...
LincNat 1.80 24.13 +.07 +0.3 -21.5
Lowes 4.40 203.92 +4.85 +2.4 +2.3
MarathDig ... 13.70 +2.29 +20.1 +300.6
McDnlds 6.68 285.96 +5.09 +1.8 +8.5
micromobl rs ... .01 -.00 -23.5 -100.0
Microsoft 3.00 374.51 -2.92 -0.8 +56.2
MullnAuto rs ... .16 -.01 -6.3 -99.7
NL Inds .28 5.18 -.02 -0.4 -23.9
NiSource 1.00 26.20 +.10 +0.4 -4.4
Nikola ... 1.02 +.05 +5.5 -52.8
NorflkSo 5.40 226.47 +10.61 +4.9 -8.1
Nucor 2.04 170.41 +13.25 +8.4 +29.3
Nvidia .16 467.65 -10.11 -2.1 +220.0
Nxu Inc A ... .02 -.00 -4.5 -99.4
PG&E Cp ... 17.45 -.57 -3.2 +7.3
Palantir ... 20.27 +1.07 +5.6 +215.7
PepsiCo 5.06 168.69 +.59 +0.4 -6.6
Pfizer 1.64 28.91 -1.59 -5.2 -43.6
PrUltPQ ... 44.24 +.06 +0.1 +155.7
PShtQQQ ... 15.90 -.01 ... -70.6
Redhill rs ... 1.66 +1.34 +425.3 -70.4
SpdrDJIA 3.98 363.05 +9.25 +2.6 +9.6
S&P500ETF 4.13 459.10 +3.80 +0.8 +20.0
SoFiTech ... 7.83 +.97 +14.1 +69.8
SPDR Fncl .46 36.17 +.79 +2.2 +5.8
StlDynam 1.70 119.75 +8.25 +7.4 +22.6
Tesla ... 238.83 +3.38 +1.4 +93.9
VerizonCm 2.66 38.58 +1.17 +3.1 -2.1
WalMart 2.28 154.34 -1.72 -1.1 +8.9
WalgBoots 1.92 20.79 -.06 -0.3 -44.4
WsteMInc 2.80 173.80 +2.49 +1.5 +10.8
WellsFargo 1.40 45.02 +2.10 +4.9 +9.0
Wheeler rs ... .32 +.15 +86.0 -97.7

Money rateS

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries
 1-year
 2-year
 5-year
 10-year
 30-year

 8.50 8.50
 6.00 6.00
 5.33 5.33

 5.05 5.16
 4.55 4.70
 4.14 4.31
 4.21 4.34
 4.39 4.50

                                     Last    Pvs Day
currencIeS

Australia 1.4991 1.5133
Britain 1.2700 1.2623
Canada 1.3495 1.3568
Euro .9198 .9183
Japan 146.85 148.24
Mexico 17.2015 17.3881
Switzerlnd .8694 .8753

                                   Last        Pvs Day

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All 
others show dollar in foreign currency. 

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
Farfetch 3636036 1.28 -.46
FordM 2947827 10.58 +.18
Palantir 2919210 20.27 +1.07
Pfizer 2458089 28.91 -1.59
BkofAm 2343320 30.96 +1.47
GenMotors 1979015 32.36 +4.27
PG&E Cp 1910385 17.45 -.57
AT&T Inc 1688826 16.76 +.55
CNH Indl 1592691 11.18 +.95
Nu Hldg 1316610 8.30 +.09

nySe actIveS ($1 or More)nySe GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
BigLots 6.38 +2.24 +54.1
SunlTch 8.74 +2.48 +39.6
UiPath 25.04 +6.69 +36.5
Beyond 21.46 +5.58 +35.1
VictSec 28.53 +7.32 +34.5
DougElli 2.17 +.54 +33.1
GpTelevisa 3.28 +.75 +29.6
AshfrH pfG 14.74 +3.29 +28.7
ScullyRy 5.98 +1.33 +28.5
RexAmRs 47.16 +10.18 +27.5

nySe loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
IntellgSys 13.16 -3.04 -18.8
Flotek 3.29 -.71 -17.8
BrghtHl rs 6.52 -1.23 -15.9
ChinGrn 2.03 -.38 -15.6
Xpeng 15.74 -2.74 -14.8
GroveCol rs 2.00 -.30 -13.0
AshfrdH pfI 10.13 -1.37 -11.9
RubicnT rs 2.30 -.30 -11.5
Navios pfG 18.60 -2.35 -11.2
Jabil 116.91 -14.26 -10.9

Stock exchanGe hIGhlIGhtS

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
Tesla 6480308 238.83 +3.38
Redhill rs 4690829 1.66 +1.34
Nikola 3048992 1.02 +.05
Amazon 2416879 147.03 +.29
SoFiTech 2321482 7.83 +.97
MarathDig 2298245 13.70 +2.29
Apple Inc s 2161840 191.24 +1.27
Nvidia 2062035 467.65 -10.11
Intel 1933800 43.74 -.22
AMD 1878371 121.39 -.92

naSdaq actIveS ($1 or More)naSdaq GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Minim 3.19 +2.30 +258.8
NexImm rs 6.05 +4.26 +238.0
ConduitPh 5.51 +3.67 +199.5
SaftyShot wt 2.24 +1.34 +148.9
EnvoyMdA n 2.32 +1.09 +88.6
ImunoGn 29.32 +13.26 +82.6
ProDvrs rs 2.15 +.90 +72.0
Biomea 16.68 +6.20 +59.2
IrisEnrgy 5.57 +2.03 +57.3
ShiftPixy rs 10.44 +3.75 +56.1

naSdaq loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
WeTrade rs 3.11 -3.07 -49.7
MicrAlgo n 3.30 -1.91 -36.7
HongliGr n 2.60 -1.35 -34.2
EaglePhm 5.95 -3.02 -33.7
RoylMgt A 3.20 -1.45 -31.2
LIZI rs 2.66 -1.16 -30.3
WaveDncr rs 2.07 -.81 -28.1
SonderHl rs 2.98 -1.01 -25.3
Elevai n 2.86 -.84 -22.7
Acelyrin n 6.88 -1.86 -21.3
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Close: 4,594.63

1-week change: 35.29 (0.8%)

S&P 500
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FOOTBALL
College

Liberty 49, New Mexico St. 35
Washington 34, Oregon 31

BASKETBALL
High School
Friday Girls’ Scores

Alexandria 51, Frankton 31
Angola 55, Central Noble 44
Bloomington North 65, Southport 38
Chesterton 66, Michigan City 29
Crothersville 49, Cannelton 30
Crown Point 65, Portage 44
Danville 61, Bethesda Christian 23
Eastbrook 41, Mississinewa 28
Edgewood 51, Cloverdale 34
Franklin 74, Decatur Central 49
Franklin Central 57, Brownsburg 51
Ft. Wayne Northrop 64, Ft. Wayne 

Dwenger 44
Ft. Wayne Snider 72, Ft. Wayne 

South 17
Greencastle 36, W. Vigo 31
Greenwood 41, Martinsville 35
Hammond Noll 48, Calumet 18
Homestead 68, Carroll (Ft. Wayne) 

43
Indian Creek 58, Owen Valley 23
Indpls Pike 67, Indpls N. Central 55
Lake Central 60, Merrillville 43
Lakeland Christian 35, Culver 31
Lawrenceburg 48, Richmond 37
Lebanon 45, Crawfordsville 14
Lowell 52, Kankakee Valley 47
Michigan City Marquette 60, Misha-

waka 21
Mooresville 62, Indpls Perry Merid-

ian 19
NorthWood 38, Concord 30
Northeastern 69, Centerville 18
Norwell 56, Huntington North 45
Oak Hill 43, Elwood 11
Plainfield 61, Whiteland 50
Purdue Polytechnic 65, Southwest-

ern (Shelby) 36
S. Putnam 50, N. Putnam 39
S. Ripley 55, Rising Sun 49
Sheridan 57, Clinton Prairie 25
Southwestern (Hanover) 44, Madi-

son Shawe 40
Sullivan 36, Northview 30
Tri-Township 42, Westville 33
Tri-West 69, Western Boone 37
Triton Central 83, Waldron 37
Union (Modoc) 46, Cambridge City 

Lincoln 34
Valparaiso 67, LaPorte 29
Vincennes 36, Salem 26
Warsaw 52, Indpls Ben Davis 41
Washington Twp. 49, Boone Grove 

36
Wheeler 35, River Forest 27

Friday Boys’ Scores
Anderson 73, Indianapolis Home-

school 48
Argos 62, W. Central 46
Avon 49, Hamilton Southeastern 36
Bellmont 52, Whitko 47
Bloomington South 43, Bedford N. 

Lawrence 36
Bluffton 45, S. Adams 39
Borden 60, Lanesville 38
Brownstown 65, Seymour 51
Cambridge City Lincoln 65, Indpls 

International 45
Carmel 52, Lawrence Central 46
Carroll (Flora) 80, Frontier 44
Center Grove 55, Bloomington 

North 44
Central Noble 48, Angola 36
Chesterton 90, Hammond Morton 

65
Clinton Prairie 57, Sheridan 51
Columbia City 60, Ft. Wayne Can-

terbury 46
Columbus East 52, Trinity Lutheran 

43
Concord 45, Jimtown 30
Connersville 41, Rushville 17
Corydon 58, N. Harrison 56
Covenant Christian 85, Covington 

58
Crawfordsville 51, Lebanon 45
Crothersville 76, Cannelton 28
Culver 61, Lakeland Christian 31
Culver Academy 45, Northridge 39
Daleville 51, Monroe Central 50
Dubois 70, Washington Catholic 22
Eastern (Greene) 57, Brown Co. 54
Eastern (Greentown) 57, Eastbrook 

51
Eastern (Pekin) 59, W. Washington 

56, 2OT
Edgewood 62, Cloverdale 35
Edinburgh 48, Oldenburg 39
Elkhart Christian 57, Hamilton 21
Evansville Harrison 84, New Albany 

58
Evansville Mater Dei 73, S. Spen-

cer 50

Evansville Memorial 53, Owensboro 
Catholic, Ky. 48

Evansville Reitz 61, Vincennes 52
Fairfield 63, Prairie Heights 27
Fishers 66, Noblesville 59
Forest Park 65, Pike Central 44
Fort Wayne Homeschools 53, 

HSRC, Ill. 47
Fountain Central 76, Clinton Cen-

tral 48
Franklin Central 49, Brownsburg 46
Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 54, New 

Haven 51, OT
Ft. Wayne North 70, DeKalb 57
Ft. Wayne Snider 60, Ft. Wayne 

South 55
Garrett 46, Lakewood Park 26
Gary West 62, Michigan City 57
Glenn 55, Elkhart 45
Greensburg 48, Batesville 42
Hamilton Hts. 73, New Castle 48
Hauser 54, Morristown 43
Indian Creek 83, Owen Valley 46
Indpls Attucks 59, Cin. Withrow, 

Ohio 38
Indpls Cathedral 79, Indy Brebeuf 

63
Indpls N. Central 86, Indpls Tech 57
Indpls Pike 74, Indpls Metro 49
Indpls Washington 79, Indpls Irving-

ton 58
Jasper 75, Gibson Southern 64, 

3OT
Jay Co. 55, Woodlan 42
Jeffersonville 57, Evansville North 

47
Jennings Co. 72, Madison 55
Knightstown 45, Union Co. 43
Kokomo 72, Peru 45
Kouts 44, DeMotte Christian 34
Lakeland 89, Fremont 55
Leo 47, Heritage 31
Liberty Christian 76, Purdue Poly 

North 32
Linton 63, Clay City 47
Loogootee 58, Wood Memorial 31
Maconaquah 79, N. Miami 37
Manchester 60, Wawasee 44
Martinsville 55, Greenwood 52
Mitchell 54, Crawford Co. 26
Monrovia 42, Cascade 37
Mooresville 47, Indpls Perry Merid-

ian 41
Mooseheart, Ill. 90, Portage Chris-

tian 63
Morgan Twp. 58, Bethany Christian 

52
Mt. Vernon (Fortville) 54, Southport 

21
Munster 74, Illiana Christian 31
N. Daviess 44, Shoals 27
N. Decatur 58, S. Decatur 40
N. Putnam 60, S. Putnam 50
N. White 59, Attica 24
New Palestine 71, Eastern Han-

cock 47
North Vigo 32, Evansville Central 22
Orleans 62, Springs Valley 41
Paoli 72, Henryville 37
Pendleton Hts. 41, Lapel 28
Penn 73, S. Bend Clay 53
Phalen 46, Indiana Deaf 34
Plainfield 69, Whiteland 58
Princeton 57, Tell City 23
Providence 54, Austin 45
Providence Cristo Rey 42, Central 

Christian 36
Rochester 44, Winamac 26
Rossville 62, Tri-County 39
S. Bend Riley 52, Mishawaka Mar-

ian 48
S. Bend St. Joseph’s 76, S. Bend 

Adams 52
S. Bend Washington 75, New Prai-

rie 62
S. Central (Elizabeth) 63, Rock 

Creek Academy 58
S. Dearborn 61, Jac-Cen-Del 46
Scottsburg 59, Charlestown 23
Shakamak 48, Bloomfield 47
Silver Creek 60, Columbus North 44
Southmont 50, N. Montgomery 42
Southridge 47, Washington 46
Southwestern (Hanover) 74, Madi-

son Shawe 32
Speedway 69, Beech Grove 59
Sullivan 36, Northview 30
Switzerland Co. 53, Clarksville 51
Taylor 62, Northfield 31
Tecumseh 77, Ev. Day 57
Tipton 47, Frankfort 42
Tri-Central 72, Cowan 58
Tri-West 59, Western Boone 46
Union City 59, Randolph Southern 

34
University 64, Seton Catholic 55
Valparaiso 71, East Chicago Cen-

tral 65
Vincennes (South Knox— 66, N. 

Knox 46
W. Vigo 68, Greencastle 58
Wabash 59, Southwood 41
Wapahani 78, Winchester 44
Warsaw 62, Homestead 56
Washington Twp. 58, Boone Grove 

47
Western 59, Northwestern 45
Westfield 59, Zionsville 40
Westview 58, Churubusco 39
Westville 73, Tri-Township 34
Wheeler 43, River Forest 39
Banks of Wabash Tournament=
First Round=
Parke Heritage 73, Riverton Parke 

14
S. Vermillion 78, N. Vermillion 56
Cass County Tournament=
Championship=
Logansport 49, Cass 48
Third Place=
Caston 63, Pioneer 34
Lafayette Tournament=
Consolation=
Benton Central 44, McCutcheon 42
Lafayette Catholic 59, Twin Lakes 

44
Semifinal=
Lafayette Harrison 50, Lafayette 

Jeff 39
W. Lafayette 60, Rensselaer 50

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Boston	 15	 4	 .789	 —
Philadelphia	 12	 7	 .632	 3
New York	 12	 7	 .632	 3
Brooklyn	 9	 9	 .500	 5½
Toronto	 9	 11	 .450	 6½

Southeast Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Orlando	 14	 5	 .737	 —
Miami	 11	 8	 .579	 3
Atlanta	 9	 9	 .500	 4½
Charlotte	 6	 11	 .353	 7
Washington	 3	 16	 .158	 11

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 13	 6	 .684	 —
Indiana	 9	 8	 .529	 3
Cleveland	 10	 9	 .526	 3
Chicago	 6	 14	 .300	 7½
Detroit	 2	 17	 .105	 11

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Dallas	 11	 7	 .611	 —
New Orleans	 11	 9	 .550	 1
Houston	 8	 8	 .500	 2
Memphis	 5	 13	 .278	 6
San Antonio	 3	 16	 .158	 8½

Northwest Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Minnesota	 14	 4	 .778	 —
Denver	 13	 6	 .684	 1½
Oklahoma City	 12	 6	 .667	 2
Portland	 6	 12	 .333	 8
Utah	 6	 13	 .316	 8½

Pacific Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Phoenix	 11	 7	 .611	 —
Sacramento	 10	 7	 .588	 ½
L.A. Lakers	 11	 9	 .550	 1
Golden State	 9	 10	 .474	 2½
L.A. Clippers	 8	 10	 .444	 3

Thursday’s Games
Portland 103, Cleveland 95
Charlotte 129, Brooklyn 128
New York 118, Detroit 112
Miami 142, Indiana 132
Minnesota 101, Utah 90
Oklahoma City 133, L.A. Lakers 110
Atlanta 137, San Antonio 135
Chicago 120, Milwaukee 113, OT
Golden State 120, L.A. Clippers 114

Friday’s Games
Orlando 130, Washington 125
Memphis 108, Dallas 94
New York 119, Toronto 106
Boston 125, Philadelphia 119
New Orleans 121, San Antonio 106
Denver at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Golden State at L.A. Clippers, 4 p.m.
Minnesota at Charlotte, 5 p.m.
Cleveland at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Orlando at Brooklyn, 7 p.m.
Atlanta at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Indiana at Miami, 8 p.m.
New Orleans at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Memphis at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Dallas, 9 p.m.
Portland at Utah, 9:30 p.m.
Denver at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Houston at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Monday’s Games
Boston at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
New Orleans at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

College
Men’s Basketball Scores

Friday, Dec. 1
EAST

Army 74, SUNY Maritime 39
Bryant 69, Brown 66

Canisius 93, Quinnipiac 73
Iona 78, Fairfield 67
Manhattan 75, Mount St. Mary’s 

74, OT
Siena 67, Rider 65
St. John’s 79, West Virginia 73

SOUTH
Coll. of Charleston 76, Liberty 67
Georgia 80, Mercer 69
LSU 73, SE Louisiana 66
Norfolk St. 63, VCU 60
Queens (NC) 134, Centurions 69
South Carolina 89, George Wash-

ington 67
Southern Miss. 85, UAB 82

MIDWEST
E. Michigan 68, Lake Superior St. 

53
Houston 66, Xavier 60
Indiana 65, Maryland 53
Iowa St. 99, DePaul 80
Kansas 69, UConn 65
S. Dakota St. 61, Towson 48

FAR WEST
BYU 85, Fresno St. 56
Cal St.-Fullerton 64, North Dakota 

54
Portland 81, Wyoming 70

Women’s Basketball Scores
Friday, Dec. 1

EAST
Rutgers 69, Lafayette 48
UC Riverside 65, Merrimack 53
Yale 70, UMass 62

SOUTH
FIU 88, Jacksonville 81
Liberty 67, James Madison 53

MIDWEST
Cincinnati 76, Tennessee St. 52
Ill. Chicago 95, Omaha 89
Kansas St. 79, Jackson St. 37
Missouri St. 70, Tulane 60
Murray St. 93, S. Indiana 73
N. Dakota St. 93, E. Michigan 73
Purdue 67, Dayton 59
Wichita St. 78, Saint Louis 59

SOUTHWEST
Ark.-Pine Bluff 103, Arkansas Bap-

tist 35
North Texas 74, Pepperdine 57
Oklahoma 103, Grambling St. 69
Sam Houston St. 65, Florida A&M 

62
TCU 82, Tulsa 50
Texas Tech 79, Houston Christian 

34
FAR WEST

Arizona St. 76, Pacific 66
Santa Clara 113, Lincoln (CA) 37
Stanford 85, San Diego St. 44
Temple 78, Xavier 41
Washington St. 77, UC Davis 52

HOCKEY
NHL

Thursday’s Games
Pittsburgh 4, Tampa Bay 2
Detroit 5, Chicago 1
Florida 5, Montreal 1
Boston 3, San Jose 0
Toronto 4, Seattle 3, SO
New Jersey 4, Philadelphia 3, OT
N.Y. Islanders 5, Carolina 4, OT
Edmonton 3, Winnipeg 1
St. Louis 6, Buffalo 4
Minnesota 6, Nashville 1
Calgary 4, Dallas 3, OT
Arizona 4, Colorado 3, OT
Vegas 4, Vancouver 1
Washington 5, Anaheim 4
Friday’s Games

Columbus 4, Ottawa 2
San Jose 6, New Jersey 3
Saturday’s Games

Tampa Bay at Dallas, 2 p.m.
Chicago at Winnipeg, 3 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Nashville, 4:30 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Florida, 6 p.m.
Boston at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Buffalo at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
St. Louis at Arizona, 9 p.m.
Colorado at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Vancouver at Calgary, 10 p.m.
Washington at Vegas, 10 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Chicago at Minnesota, 2 p.m.
San Jose at N.Y. Rangers, 6 p.m.
Columbus at Boston, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Los Angeles, 8 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Dallas at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Carolina at Winnipeg, 7:30 p.m.
Seattle at Montreal, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Arizona, 9 p.m.
St. Louis at Vegas, 10 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard

By RYAN WALKER
Norwell golfer Emma Dodane 

signed her letter of intent to Indiana 
Tech University at the high school Fri-
day morning.

Dodane, who was a part of a region-
al qualifying Knights’ group this fall, is 
joining the Warriors that currently has 
just four members on the roster. She 
will have the potential to seek mean-
ingful playing time right away for the 
team.

With head coach Mark Beneke in 
attendance, she was eager to get the 
pen to paper and make it official.

“It’s just really awesome. I’m glad 
I’m able to get that done with and have 

that secured honestly,” Dodane said. 
“I’m really happy to be at Indiana Tech, 
and I’m really excited.”

Indiana Tech competes in the Wol-
verine Hoosier Athletic Conference 
and recently was projected fourth out 
of the 12 teams after finishing second 
last season. The team produced two 
all-conference players at the final tour-
nament in Augusta, Michigan.

In NAIA golf, teams split their sea-
sons in the fall and in the spring. The 
first half of the season will feature five 
invitationals including the WHAC 
Conference preview tournament back 
at Augusta. The rest of the schedule 
has not yet been released.

Indiana Tech plays at Donald 
Ross Golf Club in Fort Wayne, and 
Dodane shared some of her thoughts 
about it.

“It’s definitely a tough course,” she 
said. “I’ve gotten better as I’ve played 
it, but it’s a really beautiful and open 
course and I enjoyed playing.”

The course is 3,472 yards long and 
is a par 36, according to the website.

As a student, Dodane plans on 
majoring in business management and 
perhaps going into a second field of 
study. She emphasized that the campus 
was beautiful when she took a visit and 
she liked the campus life.

sports@news-banner.com

Norwell’s Emma Dodane, (middle) moments after signing her letter of intent with Indiana Tech to play golf Friday morning at the 
high school. Family, friends and former and future coaches were in attendance. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

Knights’ Dodane signs to play 
golf at Indiana Tech University
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Putting our feet down and 
giving my brother tough love

Dear Annie: My brother has a chron-
ic mental illness. For all his life up until 
two years ago, he lived in the same 
city as my long-divorced parents, and 
there he received support from them as 
well as from community mental health 
services. Two years ago, he moved to 
another city, one he has long felt strong-
ly drawn to and that is far from our par-
ents, me and any other family members. 

My parents have continued to pro-
vide him with financial support, but nei-
ther of them can continue doing this, at 
the rate they have been, for much lon-
ger. My father told my brother that he 
needs to get connected to mental health/
life skills services in the new city or 
my father will gradually decrease the 
monthly amounts he sends. The main 
goal is to find a professional who will 
help my brother manage the money he 
receives from my parents.  

My brother does not seem to remem-
ber the mental health and life skills ser-
vices he’s had in the past. He says that 
he doesn’t need them now. He is incred-
ibly resistant to any discussion about 
this.

My father has indeed started decreas-
ing my brother’s monthly stipend. My 
brother already lives below the poverty 
level and, if he doesn’t comply with 
my father’s contingencies, it’s likely 
that he’ll soon be homeless. My brother 
has social security benefits and housing 
assistance, but that alone is not enough 
to live on. He believes he can’t work. 
He needs my parents’ stipends for basic 
necessities. 

He is scornful of suggestions we 
offer regarding budgeting, using local 
food banks, washing his clothes by hand 
(his laundry expenses are unusually 
high) and the like. He does not spend 
the money my parents send him wisely, 
and he continually asks for more. We 
are just hoping that there are services 
that will help him budget and conserve 
his money, and that he will use them. 
We have provided him with all the 
information we have found about ser-

vices local to him 
and have offered 
to call them with 
him. He responds 
with belligerence.

A n n i e ,  m y 
questions are: 
One, do you think 
my dad is doing 
the right thing by 
making his finan-
cial support to my 
brother contin-
gent on him seek-
ing services? And two, can you think of 
anything we haven’t yet tried to support 
him in gaining those services? — Wor-
ried Sister

Dear Worried Sister: It’s difficult to 
watch someone you love struggle in the 
way your brother has, but your father’s 
approach has purpose. There’s a differ-
ence between supporting your brother 
in a way that’s beneficial and enabling 
his dependence. Your brother needs 
people in his corner, and he has that. 
He must also be willing to help himself, 
especially if he’s set on living alone. 

The suggestions you’ve all made to 
him are good ones. I also wonder if see-
ing a doctor wouldn’t be the best next 
step. He feels he cannot work — is that 
purely due to his mental health, or is 
there a physical issue that needs to be 
addressed, too? Continue to be a shoul-
der he can lean on while vehemently 
insisting that he utilize local resources 
and take steps to better his situation — 
before homelessness becomes not a pos-
sibility, but a reality. Ultimately, asking 
for help isn’t a sign of weakness: It’s the 
greatest sign of strength.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” features favorite columns on 
marriage, infidelity, communication 
and reconciliation. It is available as a 
paperback and e-book. Visit http://www.
creatorspublishing.com for more infor-
mation. Send your questions for Annie 
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNS

To believe in Jesus is to 
turn from a life of sin

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | December 2 - 8, 2023    | 5 Saturday evening

12/02 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Let's Take 
It Outside 

A Fishing 
Story 

The 
Stranger 

Don Frost Family & 
Friends 

Who Is This Jesus? Is 
He the Only Way? 

Three Days Sue Thomas F.B.Eye Pacific Garden Mission Daywind BillyGr-
aham.TV 

Daily Faith With Philip 
Cameron 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
(4:00) College Football SEC Championship: Georgia vs. Alabama
From Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta. (L) (N) 

Jeopardy! Reindeer in Here Robbie the 
Reindeer 

Robbie the 
Reindeer 

48 Hours (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) IN 
Focus (N) 

(:05) The Equalizer 
"D.W.B." 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Mood" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Contrapasso" 

Law & Order: SVU "No 
Good Reason" 

Law-SVU "If I Knew 
Then What I Know Now"

Law-SVU "Video Killed 
the Radio Star" 

Law-SVU "Promising 
Young Gentlemen" 

Law-SVU "Sorry If It Got 
Weird for You" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Complicated" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
(4:00) College Football All the action from NCAA 
college football. 

College Football 
Scoreboard (L) (N) 

College Football ACC Championship: TBA vs. Florida State From Bank of America Stadium 
in Charlotte, N.C. (L) (N) 

ABC21 (N) Investig-
ateTV 

Seinfeld 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
FIS Alpine Beaver Creek 
- Men's Downhill (N) 

News (N) NBC News Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Dateline NBC Dateline NBC Saturday Night Live News (N) Saturday Night Live (L) (N)

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
World Chase Tag Chicago Fire "I Will Be 

Walking" 
Chicago Fire "The Last 
One for Mom" 

9-1-1 "Desperate 
Measures" 

The Rookie "Heart 
Beat" 

Major Crimes
"Sanctuary City: Part 3" 

Murdoch Mysteries
"Devil Music" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Pornstar's Requiem" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
Bloodline Detectives 
"Horror by the Roadside" 

Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

The Good Doctor
"Parenting" 

Masters of 
Illusion (N)

Masters of 
Illusion (N)

Animals 
(N) 

Animals
(N) 

The 
Liquidator 

TMZ (N) <++ When the Game Stands Tall 
(‘14) Michael Chiklis, Jim Caviezel. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
(4:30) Brain-Gut 
Connection 

Tribute Lawrence Welk regulars & special guest stars 
celebrate the bandleader from the Grand Ole Opry. 

Steve David Lawrence presents his favorite performances 
by his parents, Steve Lawrence & Eydie Gorme. 

Yacht Rock Revue: 70s and 80s 
Hits, Live From New York 

Tradfest
"'a haon'" 

NOVA "Great Mammoth 
Mystery" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
(4:00) Hotel Bee Gees: One Night Only Aging Backwards 4 Steve David Lawrence presents his favorite performances 

by his parents, Steve Lawrence & Eydie Gorme. 
You, Happier With Daniel Amen, 
MD 

< Eddy's 
World (‘20)

NOVA "Great Mammoth 
Mystery" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
(3:00) Football Mountain West 
Championship: Teams TBA (L) (N) 

Big Ten Championship Pregame (L)
(N) 

College Football Big Ten Championship: Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college 
football. (L) (N) 

News at 
10 (N) 

Special Forces: World's 
Toughest Test 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < The 12 Days of 
Christmas Eve 

< Santa Bootcamp (2022, Romance) Patrick 
Cassidy, Rita Moreno, Emily Kinney. 

< Ladies of the '80s: A Divas Christmas (‘23)
Morgan Fairchild, Linda Gray, Loni Anderson. (P) 

(:05) < A Christmas Spark (2022, Romance) Joe 
Lando, Sarah Smyth, Jane Seymour. 

< Ladies of the '80s: A 
Divas Christmas 

FX  24 132 136 148 Movie <++ Cars 3 (‘17) Voices of Cristela Alonzo, Owen Wilson. <+++ Frozen (‘13) Kristen Bell. <+++ Frozen II (‘19) Voices of Idina Menzel, Kristen Bell. What We .. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(3:30) <+++ Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 2 

<+++ Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (2016, Fantasy)
Katherine Waterston, Dan Fogler, Eddie Redmayne. 

<++ Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald (2018, Fantasy)
Katherine Waterston, Dan Fogler, Eddie Redmayne. 

Botched 

PARMT  30  241 241 
<+++ A Star Is Born (2018, Romance) Lady Gaga, Sam Elliott, Bradley 
Cooper. 

< Movie <+++ A Star Is Born 
(‘18) Bradley Cooper. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(4:00) Football SWAC Championship: Teams TBA All 
the action from NCAA college football. (L) (N) 

UFC Fight Night: Dariush vs. Tsarukyan Beneil Dariush vs. Arman 
Tasurkyan, lightweight. From Moody Center in Austin, Texas. (L) (N) 

College Basketball From MGM Grand Garden 
Arena in Las Vegas. 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 (4:00) Football SWAC Championship: Teams TBA Scoreboard NLL Lacrosse Teams TBA (L) (N) SC Featured The Speech SportsCenter (L) (N) Football Final (L) (N) 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Epic Trails Destinat-

ion Polaris 
NASCAR Race Rewind
2022: Daytona 500 

Football Icons 
Horrow 

Sports 
Stars 

Pregame
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Arizona Coyotes From Mullett 
Arena in Tempe, Ariz. (L) (N) 

Blues Post.
(L) (N) 

World Poker Choctaw - 
Part 4 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Prem Goal 
Zone (L) (N) 

Chicago P.D. "Into the 
Deep" (N) 

Chicago P.D. "Under 
the Skin" (N) 

Chicago P.D. "Proof of 
Burden" (N) 

Chicago P.D. "This Job" 
(N) 

Chicago P.D. "I Can Let 
You Go" (N) 

Chicago P.D. "The 
Ghost in You" (N) 

Chicago P.D. "House of 
Cards" 

Chicago 
P.D. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition Unknown 
"Return of the Yeti" 

Expedition Unknown Expedition Unknown
"Out of Thin Air" 

Expedition Unknown
"Unmasking the Myth" 

Mystery at Blind Frog 
Ranch "$3 Billion Heist"

Blind Frog Ranch
"Underground Tsunami"

Mystery at Blind Frog 
Ranch "Aztec Evidence"

Expedition Unknown 
"Unmasking the Myth" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Fat Fabulous Fat Fabulous Fat Fabulous 90 Day: Other (N) 90 Day: Other (N) 90 Day: Other (N) 90 Day: The Single Life 90 Day Fiancé: Other 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Ancient Aliens "The 
Lost Kingdom" 

Aliens "Mystery of the 
Lost Civilization" 

Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens: Declassified "Aliens & The Elements" (N) (:05) Ancient Aliens 
"Aliens & The Elements" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Legends Legends Buddy Valastro's (N) Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < A Merry 
Scottish Christmas 

< A Biltmore Christmas (‘23, Romance) Kristoffer 
Polaha, Jonathan Frakes, Bethany Joy Lenz. 

< A Not So Royal Christmas (2023, Romance)
Will Kemp, Maria Frankis, Brooke D'Orsay. (P) 

< My Norwegian Holiday (2023, Romance) David 
Elsendoorn, Peter Vollebregt, Rhiannon Fish. 

< Three Wise Men and 
a Baby Paul Campbell. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(2:55) <++ 
Pitch Black 

(:25) <+++ John Wick (2014, Action) Michael 
Nyqvist, Alfie Allen, Keanu Reeves. 

(:25) <+++ John Wick: Chapter 2 (2017, Action) Common,
Larry Fishburne, Keanu Reeves. 

(:05) <+++ John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum (2019, Action) Halle Berry, 
Ian McShane, Keanu Reeves. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Movie (:45) <+ Grown Ups 2 (‘13) Kevin James, Adam Sandler. <++++ A Christmas Story Peter Billingsley. <++ A Christmas Story Christmas (:15) <++ Uncle Buck 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
Postgame 
(L) (N) 

<++ The Legend of Tarzan (2016, Adventure) Christoph 
Waltz, Samuel L. Jackson, Alexander Skarsgård. 

Collision Exciting matches, stories and action 
featuring the world-class All Elite Wrestling roster. 

<++++ Star Wars: A New Hope (1977, Sci-Fi) Harrison Ford,
Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamill. 

(:45) < Star 
Wars: Em... 

AMC  45  131 254 
<++ Four Christmases (2008, Romance) Reese 
Witherspoon, Robert Duvall, Vince Vaughn. 

<+++ Elf (2003, Children) James Caan, Bob 
Newhart, Will Ferrell. 

<+++ Elf (2003, Children) James Caan, Bob 
Newhart, Will Ferrell. 

<+++ Elf (2003, Children) James Caan, Bob 
Newhart, Will Ferrell. 

COM  47  107 249 (4:00) < Dodgeball: A Tr... The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office <+++ Ted (‘12) Mila Kunis, Mark Wahlberg. 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(3:30) 
Basketball 

College Basketball TCU at Georgetown From 
Capital One Arena in Washington, D.C. (L) (N) 

Basketball Rhode Island at Providence From Amica 
Mutual Pavilion in Providence, R.I. (L) (N) 

Off Road Racing Welcome to Season 3's Extreme 
E Island X-Prix. Action from Final in Chile. 

College Basketball Marquette at 
Wisconsin 

WGN  53   307 Blue Bloods Blue Bloods NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Need to Know" NCIS "The Tell" NCIS "The Good Son" NCIS NCIS "Rekindled" NCIS "Playing With Fire" NCIS "Up in Smoke" NCIS

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Holiday Baking Championship "Season's Best" Holiday Baking "Can't Wait for Turkey Day" Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 <++++ When Harry Met Sally... Billy Crystal. <++ Maid in Manhattan (‘02) Ralph Fiennes, Jennifer Lopez. <++++ When Harry Met Sally... Billy Crystal. (:35) <++ Maid in Manhattan 
NICK  68  170 299 (4:30) <+++ Kung Fu Panda <++ Sonic the Hedgehog (‘20) Jim Carrey, James Marsden. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Big City Big City Big City Big City Big City Prep < The Naughty Nine (‘23) Winslow Fegley. Hamster & Kiff Kiff Kiff Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:15) <++ The Santa Clause 2 (‘02) 
Elizabeth Mitchell, Tim Allen. 

(:45) <+ The Santa Clause 3: The Escape Clause
(‘06) Martin Short, Elizabeth Mitchell, Tim Allen. 

(:50) <++ Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000, Children)
Jeffrey Tambor, Christine Baranski, Jim Carrey. 

< Godmothered (‘20) Jillian Bell, 
Santiago Cabrera, Isla Fisher. (P) 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:30) REAL 
Sports 

(:35) <+++ Furious 7 (2015, Action) Paul Walker, Dwayne 
Johnson, Vin Diesel. 

<++ Jurassic World (2015, Adventure) Bryce 
Dallas Howard, Irrfan Khan, Chris Pratt. 

(:05) Gilded "Close 
Encounter to Touch" 

(:05) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

(:05) Hard Knocks

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:30) <+ Law Abiding 
Citizen (‘09) Jamie Foxx. 

(:20) <++ Greta (2018, Thriller) Chloë Grace 
Moretz, Maika Monroe, Isabelle Huppert. 

<++ Hit & Run (‘12) Kristen Bell, 
Bradley Cooper, Dax Shepard. 

(:40) <++ Bandits (2001, Comedy) Billy Bob 
Thornton, Cate Blanchett, Bruce Willis. 

(:45) <+++ Ex Machina (‘14) Oscar 
Isaac, Domhnall Gleeson. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
The Curse "Questa 
Lane" 

(:55) <++ Scream VI (2023, Horror) Jenna Ortega,
Courteney Cox, Melissa Barrera. 

Thriller 40 (N) Thriller 40 < Heist 88 (‘23) Keith David, Keesha 
Sharp, Courtney B. Vance. 

< No 
Country f... 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:45) <+++ Iris (‘01) 
Judi Dench. 

(:15) <+++ The Wings of the Dove (‘97, Drama)
Linus Roache, Alison Elliott, Helena Bonham Carter.

<+++ Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street (‘07) Johnny Depp. 

< 13 Fanboy (‘21) Corey Feldman. (:45) < Dangerous Game: The 
Legacy Murders 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: As a recent graduate 
of a Christian college, I 
was taught the importance 
of branding Christianity 
effectively. I like wearing 
T-shirts and caps with cool 
logos, but I’m not too sure 
about the effectiveness 
of branding Jesus. At the 
ballpark, I see people with 
T-shirts that say, “I love 
Jesus and marijuana.” 
This doesn’t seem like a 
clear testimony of faith in 
Christ. – B.C.

A: For a person just to 
say they are “believing in 
Jesus” can produce a false 
assurance of salvation, 
because even the devil 
“believes in Jesus.” To 
believe in Jesus is to turn 
from a life of sin, receive 
Him as Savior, and follow 

Him as Lord by obey-
ing His word. When 
this happens, a per-
son’s desires change 

as they begin to follow 
His teachings found in the 
Bible.

When Jesus traveled the 
countryside, great crowds 
sought Him. But He knew 
the people desired to see 
His great miracles more 
than hear His words, 
so He told them, “For 
which of you, intending 
to build a tower, does not 
sit down first and count 
the cost?” (Luke 14:28, 
NKJV). When He began 
to tell them that He would 
soon die and be raised to 
life again, many people 
left Him and “walked 
with Him no more” (John 
6:66, NKJV). They didn’t 
want to follow someone 
who promised eternal life 
if it meant the cruelty of 

death. They were disciples 
in name only — and they 
walked away from the 
truth because their faith 
was insincere. Jesus paid 
the cost of our salvation 
with His blood, but there 
is a cost to following this 
wonderful Savior who 
came to seek and save lost 
souls.

The greatest testimony 
to this dark world today 
would be a band of cruci-
fied and risen men and 
women and young people, 
dead to sin and alive unto 
God, bearing in their bod-
ies “the marks of the Lord 
Jesus” (Galatians 6:17).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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EMPLOYMENT

Miscellaneous

MICHIGAN CHRISTMAS

TREES! Tim Murray's Fresh
Cut Christmas Trees,
Wreaths, Garland, Grave
Blankets and Boughs! Also
Michigan Maple Syrup. Lo-
cated at Bummies Root Beer
Stand, 1263 S. Main Street.,
Bluffton. Open Daily at 10am
beginning Saturday, Nov. 25.
Phone: 231-920-6194.

REAL ESTATE
Open Houses

SATURDAY, 2-6 P.M., Sun-
day, 1-6 p.m., 737 W. Townley
St., 3 bedroom, 2 bath. Com-
pletely renovated, new win-
dows, doors, all appliances
furnished, $229,900,
260-223-0871.

Lottery Numbers
Friday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 05-06-36-42-

45
Cash4Life — 14-31-36-

56-60, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 

02-05-09-11-4-17-26-28-
31-38-42-44-46-47-63-69-
76-77-78-80, BE: 28

Daily Three-Midday — 
09-05-09, SB: 09

Daily Three-Evening — 
04-04-02, SB: 07

Daily Four-Midday — 
08-02-02-04, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening — 
00-03-03-02, SB: 07

Quick Draw Evening 
— 01-03-06-14-16-22-24-
37-38-42-47-49-50-53-56-
58-60-65-69-74, BE: 14

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $43.8 million

MEGA MILLIONS
12-47-49-52-65, Mega 

Ball: 12, Megaplier: 4X
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $400 million

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is Tues., Dec. 26!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!
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Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!
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824-0224 or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is 
Tues., Dec. 26!
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THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

A��rne� 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN 46777

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Get Holiday Cash NOW

We Buy Junk Cars

Camelot Auto LLC

260-307-1302

Primary 
Contracting, LLC Free Estimates and 

Inspections for remodeling

260-223-4276 Ask for Edwin Wickey

an munch more! competitive rates!
house’s and barns - metal or shingle roofs

Decks or new construction additions pole Barns

Goods & services 
directory

 1350 W. Main St.
 Berne, IN 46711

 589-3173
 www.swissvillage.org

Berne, IN

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711
or email: careers@swissvillage.org

EOE

Now Seeking Candidates for 
February 2024 C.N.A. Class!

Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking candidates for a Certi� ed Nursing Assistant 
class that will begin in February 2024!! Classes will be held in the evenings and 

on Saturdays. Seeking candidates available to work in Healthcare on 2nd shift, in 
Assisted Living every other weekend on 1st shift, or in Assisted Living on 2nd or 3rd 
shifts. Full-time positions available on 2nd shift, and a part-time position available 
on 3rd shift in Assisted Living. Full-time positions are eligible for bene� ts including 
health, dental, vision, and life insurance, Paid Time O�  (PTO), and 403(b) retirement 

plan participation. Part-time positions are eligible for bene� ts including dental 
and vision insurance, Paid Time O�  (PTO), and 403(b) retirement plan participation.

Application deadline for the C.N.A. Class: 
Friday, January 12, 2024.

DECEMBER 5 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m. ET. (Online) - Farm: Goodwin 
Trust. Property location: 2 miles north of Markle, IN at the inter-
section of N Marzane Road and W 800 N. 157.3+/- total acres, 
136.9+/- tillable, 12.2+/- CRP, 8.2+/- non-tillable. Prime farmland, 
tillable, CRP, Wells County, Union Township. Soil types: Pewamo 
silty clay loam, Glynwood clay & silt loam, Del Rey-Blount silt 
loams, Glynwood-Mississinewa clay loam. WAPI: 133.5 corn bu, 
40.2 soybeans bu. Halderman Real Estate & Farm Management, 
800-424-2324, halderman.com, Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181.
DECEMBER 7-DECEMBER 14 - Soft close at 6 p.m. - Joyce 
(Gale) Baumgartner, sellers. Online personal property auction. 
Baumgartner Hatchery memorabilia, Muensterberg clock tower 
globe, glass, Echo equipment, primitives, granite, cookware, fur-
niture, and much more! Preview Dec. 6, 4-6 p.m. at 113 North-
wood Drive, Bluffton, IN. Pick up Dec. 15, 3-6 p.m. at 113 North-
wood Drive, Bluffton, IN. Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 260-
724-3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS ENDING DECEMBER 
17 - 6 p.m. EST - Ronald H. Jackson estate, owner. Online 
only personal property auction! 300 lots featuring: household, 
antiques, furniture, glassware, collectible Bossom chalkware, 
tools, long & hand guns & much more! Auction preview: Dec. 
13, 4:30-5:30 p.m., 3934 Summersworth Run, Fort Wayne, IN. 
Auction pick up: Dec. 18, 2-6 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,

INC. Huge Repo Sale Decem-
ber 7, 2023. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

Auto/Trucks

Help Wanted

VEHICLES

HELOISE HINT: Be prepared 
for auto emergencies such as 
fires or accidents. Store a fire 
extinguisher in your car. You 
can also place a box of baking 
soda under the front or back 
seat to put out a small fire. But 
make sure to call for assistance 
right away and get every pas-
senger out of the car immedi-
ately. Email HELOISE@ Helo-
ise.com.

CNC MACHINIST Hi, tired of
working in a dead end job?
Running the same machine,
making the same part? Feel
like you're not getting any bet-
ter? Not learning any new ma-
chining skills? Take this
opportunity to become a mas-
ter machinist. Learn to operate
multiple machines, make pre-
cision component parts, in our
AS100 Certified Job Shop.
Perhaps you retired too early
and are looking for a part time
position we are offering this
too.
Email:
jturnbull@dedricktool.com
260 824-3334

THE BLUFFTON POLICE De-
partment is seeking applica-
tions to fill the position of
Ordinance Compliance Officer.
This full-time civilian position is
responsible for ensuring com-
pliance with all city ordinances
and is based in the police de-
partment working M-F 8a-4p.
Duties include downtown park-
ing enforcement and resolution
of weed and junk complaints.
The successful applicant must
be at least 18 years old with a
high school diploma or GED
equivalent, possess a respon-
sible driving history and clean
criminal background. Knowl-
edge of law procedures pre-
ferred. Application is available
on the city's website
www.blufftonindiana.net. For
more information contact Chief
of Police Kyle Randall at
824-3320 or kyle.randall@bluff
tonindiana.gov. Applications
are due back December 22,
2023 by 4:30 p.m.

FOR SALE
Pets

HELOISE HINT: When the 
weather is cold. Always make 
sure that your dog or pet is 
indoors before you go to bed. 
You do not want to acciden-
tally leave a pet outside during 
freezing weather. Email HELO-
ISE@Heloise.com.

RENTALS
Office Space Rental

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
for an additional $5. Contact
the Bluffton News-Banner of-
fice, 125 N. Johnson St.,
824-0224, or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

ITEMS FOR MEN: 2 helmets
(small and XL), 2 snowsuits
(XL and XXL), size 11 snow
boots with extra liners, size
11W camo hunt' boots. Most
items worn only once! Some
miscellaneous. Can send pic-
tures. Text 273-6534.

Sporting Goods

Real Estate
HELOISE HINT: Attic too full? 
First, get rid of items you do not 
want or will never use again. 
Then organize the area by cre-
ating zones where you put the 
same kind of items -- like cloth-
ing, kitchenware, toys or sports 
gear -- altogether. Keep clear 
walkways throughout the attic 
as well. Email HELOISE@He-
loise.com.

Read & recycle

Services
Services ServicesSERVICES

GUARANTEED LIFE INSUR-
ANCE! (Ages 50 to 80). No 
medical exam. Affordable pre-
miums never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. Policy 
will only be cancelled for non-
payment. 833-535-1043 (I)
4G LTE HOME Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/mo! 
1-877-327-0930 (I)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-
965-4916 (I)
CONNECT TO THE best wire-
less home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G 
and 4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. Call 
855-430-1496 (I)

SERIOUSLY INJURED IN an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight 
for you! Our network has recov-
ered millions for clients! Call 
today for a FREE consultation! 
844-517-6414 (I)
SWITCH TO DISH and get up 
to a $300 gift card! Plus get the 
Multisport pack included for a 
limited time!  Hurry, call for de-
tails: 1-855-551-9764 (I)


