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One historical mystery solved

Were two adopted daughters of Bluffton’s most famous scientist biological sisters? Read on.

BY BETH STEURY

One evening in
August, I listened as
my long-time writing
friend, Wells County
native Alan Daugh-
erty, shared the details
of his latest creative
endeavor. Alan was
putting the finishing
touches on a five-year
labor of love
focused on
naturalist/
botanist Ed-
ward Bruce
Williamson
(1877-1933).

The famed scientist, an authority on
dragonflies, and hybridizer of irises
who went by E. B. in his professional
life, was known to family and friends as
Bruce. The man and his many achieve-
ments had captivated Alan, compel-
ling him to compile a biography of the
world-renowned Indiana native who
spent much of his adult life in Bluffton.
Combining several of Alan’s beloved
interests — history, Wells Co. history
in particular, nature, and extensive re-
search — the project seemed a perfect
fit for him.

My interest piqued when Alan noted
that Williamson and his wife Anna had
three adopted daughters, the younger
two said to be biological sisters. Their
genetic parentage had never been de-
termined despite the efforts of various
family members and Alan to solve the
mystery.

“DNA,” I murmured, leaning closer
to the conversation. My mind whirred,
calculating the level of challenge in
piecing together the origins of Doro-
thea, born in 1905, Mary, born in 1909,
and Jane, in 1912. But I couldn’t resist
the prospect of tackling three myster-
ies in one family. So, later that night, I
compiled a family tree for E.B., Anna,
their adopted daughters, grandchildren,
and greats. The next day, I phoned
Alan, suggesting (strongly!) that he
share my contact info with the living
descendants he’d encountered during
his research, just in case any of them
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At right, Anna and E.B. Williamson in

a photo believed to have been taken in
1915. The world-famous Bluffton scien-
tist and his wife adopted three girls. The
above photo of Dorothea, Jane and Mary
was taken in 1913. The DNA Sleuth took
on the challenge to see if Mary and Jane
were — as rumors persisted — biological
sisters.

wanted to further pursue solving their
grandmothers’ parentage. And I crossed
my fingers that I’d hear from someone.

Within an hour, Tammy Cromie-
Wilkins, whose mother Mary Wilkins
Nichols was Jane Williamson’s daugh-
ter, called me, thrilled to accept my of-
fer of assistance. She shared her results
from testing with 23andMe (another
ancestry-assistance website) and then
immediately ordered a test kit from An-
cestry.com.

A side note: While both companies of-
fer accurate, to-be-trusted information,
Ancestry’s database of testers is much
larger, meaning more DNA matches for
most testers. And, Ancestry is known
for their free family-tree building fea-
ture that, coupled with the larger data-
base, offers a clear advantage to people
using DNA to solve genetic mysteries.

Alan had compiled clues about the
girls’ parentages from a variety of
sources, but to me, the info seemed too
detailed to be truthful. Because who
shares publicly — in news articles and
in various written content over the years
— the adopted child’s birth name and/
or the birth parent’s name? Both Alan
and the Williamson descendants had
followed up on the various clues to no
avail, leaving most folks to assume the
clues were either mistakenly passed-on
information or, more likely, intention-

ally shared tidbits meant to mislead
anyone from discovering the truth.
These sentiments I found to be very
plausible, so I put the information on a
side burner.

During the four-week wait for the
Ancestry results, I made good progress
in identifying and placing several of
Tammy’s 23andMe DNA matches on a
family tree, separate from the one built
for E.B. and Anna. When the “results
are in” message from Ancestry landed
in Tammy’s email, I dove in, trying to
hold at bay the how cool would it be if
we could really solve this? giddiness.

While several more DNA matches
found a place on the family tree, sev-
eral others evaded my best efforts to
identify them. A survey of the connec-
tions scattered across the tree drew my
attention to a woman named Bertha
Harrison, born in 1888. Tammy had
DNA matches on both sides of Bertha’s
family who hailed from various parts of
Indiana. And those matches lined up in
the right places for Bertha to be Jane’s
mother.

The next step: Peruse birth records
for a female born on Jane’s September
8, 1912, birthdate, in the Indianapo-
lis area, per the information that had
passed down through the years. Be-
cause each of the girls’ birthdates fell
before the state began to seal adoptee’s



original birth certificates in 1941, I
hoped the original record of Jane, be-
fore she was Jane, would be floating
about. Unfortunately, nothing obvious
jumped out at me.

The next step, peruse birth records
for a female born on Jane’s September
8, 1912, birthdate, in the Indianapo-
lis area, per the information that had
passed down through the years. Be-
cause each of the girls’ birthdates fell
before the state began to seal adoptee’s
original birth certificates in 1941, I
hoped the original record of Jane, be-
fore she was Jane, would be floating
about. Unfortunately, nothing obvious
jumped out at me.

But while I had the birth index open,
I decided to take a peek at April 11,
1909, Mary’s birthdate. And there it
was, one Minnie Beatrice Sering born
to none other than Bertha Harrison and
husband Thomas Sering on Mary’s
1909 birthdate. No documents existed
for Minnie past the 1910 census where
she was listed as a one-year-old living
with her divorced mother Bertha in
the home of Bertha’s employer Joseph
Foltz. Was that because Minnie Sering
had become Mary Williamson?

And then an AH-HA! moment jolted
me. If Jane’s granddaughter’s DNA led
to Mary’s biological mother, then Jane
and Mary had indeed been biological
sisters — half-sisters with the same
mother but different
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that, in decades past, spelling seemed
not to matter much. Certainly not in the
way it does today.

I waited until a respectable hour to
telephone both Alan and Tammy with
the news that I felt sure we’d solved the
parentage of Mary and Jane William-
son. Alan was astonished, and Tammy
jumped for joy. When I questioned both
about the August 31 versus September
8 birthdate for Jane, neither was sur-
prised. In his research, Alan had found

At left, Jane Williamson as a young woman. The
undated photo may have been for her high school
graduation. Above, Tammy Cromie-Wilkins, far right,
with her Great-Aunt Mary Williamson, center, hold-
ing Tammy’s one-year-old daughter Hannah in
1985. (All photos provided)

Between Tammy’s DNA pointing
to both Bertha Harrison and Marion
Giggy, the located birth certificates of
infants whose documented history had
ended abruptly, and the confirmation of
the long-held clues, I had no doubt that
we’d solved the mystery of from whom
and where the younger two Williamson
girls had come.

The how and why of the girls being
relinquished and placed with the Wil-
liamson family still remained unan-

swered, as often happens

fathers.

I dug deeper into
Bertha Harrison’s his-
tory while also poring
over the Indiana birth
index, looking again
for the original Jane.
I broadened the birth-
date search to any day
in September 1912.
Still nothing. Know-
ing that changing an

um and the News-Banner office.

reach their God-given potential.

“Edward Bruce Williamson — Bluffton
History”, a biography of Bluffton’s most
famous scientist by Alan Daugherty, is
now available at several Bluffton locations,
including the Bluffton branch of the First
Bank of Berne, the county historical muse-

The books are being “sold” for a mini-
mum $35 donation to Loving Shepherd
Ministries, a Bluffton-based non-profit that
helps the world’s most vulnerable children

when those who could pro-
vide firsthand accounts have
long passed away.

Only one mystery re-
mained, and you can be sure
that this time, I did not push
aside the name associated
with Dorothea who was
reported to be Anna McMil-
len born in Pennsylvania.

I pored over Ancestry’s
Pennsylvania birth records,

adoptee’s birthdate
was commonplace, |
extended the search to include August.
And there she was, Mary Katherine
born on August 31, 1912, to Bertha
Harrison and husband Marian Giggy.
Remember those clues I’d delegated
to a side burner? A news clipping an-
nouncing Jane Williamson’s adoption
noted that she had been Mary C., the
daughter of Marion Griggery/Griggey,
spelled both ways in the same news
article. Followers of this column have
heard me bemoan, repeatedly, the fact

both dates associated with Jane. Tammy
noted that while the August date was
accepted in the family as Jane’s birth-
date, she celebrated her birth on the
September date for reasons Tammy had
not been privy to. And then Tammy
shared the name that had been found
tucked away after Mary died—a name
that she’d not shared with me or Alan.
Now, it was my turn to be astonished.
The name found in Mary’s belongings?
Bertha Harrison Sering.

broadening the search dates
and spelling both “Anna”
and “McMillen” oodles of ways. I did
the same for Ohio and Indiana. But
without DNA to guide the investigation,
the search proved both daunting and
unsuccessful. It didn’t help matters that
the database of Pennsylvania births be-
gan in 1906, one year too late to lend its
handily sorted records to this case.
While researching E.B.’s biography,
Alan made contact with several of
Jane’s descendants. However, Mary

Continued on page 21
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Baking up
some goodness

Inheriting mom’s box of recipes
helped Keith Keller find his niche.

BY MARK MILLER

He is reluctant to use the word “min-
istry.”

“I don’t know,” Keith Keller says. “It
just makes me feel good. People have
bent over backwards to help me.”

Whether he might be “paying back”
or “paying it forward,” the rural Berne
resident has never given it that much
thought. It is clear that he likes to bake
pies and he enjoys making people
happy.

He is not
sure when it
all started. His
mother “was
a fantastic
cook,” he
says. “I didn’t really help her, but I re-
member watching her in her kitchen.”

It may have been in the Boy Scouts.
On his first camp-out, “we were tasting
other guys’ cooking and I was sure I
could do better than that,” he says. So at
the next Jamboree, he and a friend were
prepared.

“While the other guys were making
hot dogs and chili, stuff like that, we
were making stuffed pork chops and
fried chicken,” he recalls. “We took
along a Dutch oven and made peach
cobbler and pineapple upside down
cake.” He chuckles at the memories.

“And then when mom passed away,
maybe that’s when it took off,” he
muses. “I inherited her recipe box.” He
discovered that making her dishes, par-
ticularly her recipes, gave him a chance
to remember her.

“Just the fact that the recipes were
written in her handwriting,” he says.

He tackled a couple of mother-daugh-
ter banquets at the church they were
attending at the time, Bethel Brethren,
feeding up to 130 people.

“I like a challenge,” he says. The
menu included homemade dinner rolls

and what has become his signature
— pies.

Several years ago — he is not sure
when (“20, 50 years ago?” he supposes,
laughing) — he began to deliver a pie
to a fellow church member’s house if
they were recovering from surgery or
a sickness. At first he did it stealthily,
leaving it anonymously on their porch.

“My wife didn’t even know I was do-
ing it for awhile,” he continues. “But
people knew my pies, they figured it
out.”

Also at some point, he began includ-
ing a book with his pies. He had come
across the series by Philip Gulley, a
former Quaker minister from Indiana.
“They have a message, they’re fun to
read,” he explains, “and the stories are
only about two minutes each, which is
about the length of my attention span.”

A Jay County native, Keller gradu-
ated from Bryant High School, class
of 1966. It was during his high school
years that he met two men who had a
“huge impact” on his life.

“I don’t see it as a sad story,” he ex-
plains. “It’s just what it was. I was used
to not fitting in.”

Keller describes himself as an “over-
weight kid,” the last to be picked in the
choose-up games in the playground.
But when he went to a Youth for Christ
meeting, “the two directors, they must
have seen something. They gave me
responsibilities I’d never had before,”
he continues.

“Wes Christian and Jim Leonard,” he
pauses. “They changed my life. When
they died, I cried like a baby. I owe
them so much.”

After high school, he worked at Berne
Furniture for 21 years, which is where
he met his wife, the former Linda Mat-
tax.

“I proposed to her on our second date
and we were married two-and-a-half
months after we met,” he says, noting
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Rural Berne resident Keith Keller displays
one of his favorites, a sugar cream pie with
slices of peach. “It's just something | enjoy
doing,” he says.

that despite what some might see as
too short of a courtship, they’re now
in their 52nd year of marriage. “Seems
like it turned out all right.”

They are the proud parents of two
— Travis and Meghan — and have five
grandchildren and two “greats.” It is
evident from their home’s furnishings
that they spend some time helping with
some child care. He enjoys sharing
stories, particularizing about one of the
“greats.”

Now in retirement at age 75, he works
a few days a week at Alpine Falls in
Berne, along with baking pies and
cooking for church events. He contrib-
uted to a very thick church cookbook
that he keeps handy.

The couple began attending St. Luke’s
Church, northwest of Monroe and close
to the Adams-Wells counties’ border. As
Covid came and went, he went through

Continued on page 24
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History lesson builds interest in Hoosier
towns across the river from

BY TANYA IsCH CAYLOR

I’ve always thought
of Jeffersonville as
something you drive
through to get to
Louisville. So when
we made plans to at-
tend our daughter’s
golf tournament near
there, I assumed we’d
spend most
of our free
time on the
Kentucky
side of the
Ohio River.

But the
Louisville Sheraton with the riverfront
view my husband booked for us turned
out to be on the Indiana side of the bor-
der. With so many riverfront restaurants
and other sites within walking distance,
we never did make it to Louisville.

The thing I’ll remember most about
that September weekend was something
I didn’t even know existed when we left
home.

Well, technically the Clark Cabin
doesn’t exist anymore. Not the origi-
nal, built by Revolutionary War hero
George Rogers Clark, nor the replica
built by the Indiana Department of
Natural Resources, which was burned
by vandals in 2021. But that cabin —
the site where the explorers Lewis and
Clark met up before embarking on their
two-year exploration of what became
the Western half of the United States —
sure took root in my imagination.

I hadn’t realized Indiana played a
role in the Lewis and Clark Expedition,
which is generally described as having
a St. Louis starting point. It turns out
the explorer William Clark was the war
hero’s much younger brother. He grew
up in Virginia and Kentucky before
joining the Army, where he became
close friends with Meriwether Lewis.
When Thomas Jefferson selected Lewis
to lead the expedition, aka the Corps
of Discovery, Lewis wrote to his old
friend, asking him to serve as co-cap-
tain.

William Clark, then 33, was living on
his family’s plantation near Louisville.

George Rogers Clark, who was deeded
a large chunk of land in the Northwest
Territory as compensation for his war
efforts, was building a retirement home
across the Ohio River near Clarksville,
the oldest European settlement in the
territory, dating to 1787.

Clark helped his older brother, then
51, build a cabin at what became known
as Clark’s Pointe, overlooking the Falls
of the Ohio. At the time, this sharp turn
in the river was a treacherous stretch of
rapids none dared navigate without a
seasoned river guide.

William Clark stayed with his brother
in the summer of 1803, recruiting fron-
tiersmen to join the expedition. That
August, Lewis left Pittsburgh and jour-

Louisville

This statue commemorates
the explorers Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark
meeting at Clark’s Pointe,
Ind., in October 1803 before
embarking on the Corps of
Discovery exploring what
eventually became the west-
ern half of the United States.
_| (Courtesy photo)

neyed down the Ohio River to meet up
with Clark. On Oct. 15, 1803, Lewis
arrived at Clark’s Pointe, where he was
greeted by his old friend.

“When they shook hands,” wrote his-
torian Stephen Ambrose in Undaunted
Courage, his book on their mission,
“the Lewis and Clark Expedition be-
gan.”

Today that handshake is memorialized
in a statue outside the Interpretive Cen-
ter at Falls of the Ohio State Park.

A charred chimney, meanwhile, is all
that remains of the site where Clark’s
Cabin once stood. Though the site of-
fers an excellent view of the river, the
Falls are not nearly as formidable as
they once were. A canal and dam have
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Revolutionary War Hero George Rogers
Clark, left photo, was deeded a large
chunk of land at Clarksville, Ind., which
was the oldest European settlement in
the Northwest Territory, dating to 1787.
William Clark, above right, the much
younger brother of Revolutionary War Hero
George Rogers Clark, joined his old Army
buddy Meriwether Lewis on the Corps of
Discovery, meeting up along the Ohio River
near Clarksville before embarking on their
expedition.

expanded the shipping lanes through
this portion of the river, where exposed
bedrock provides a rich source of an-
cient fossils.

Viewing the spot where the cabin once
stood, I found my initial excitement
over Indiana’s role in the Lewis and
Clark saga wavering. Was this statue
just an example of local boosterism?
Did anyone outside Indiana recognize
the significance of this place, where
Lewis and Clark camped for 11 days,
picking the war hero’s brain on his
frontier experience as well as his battles
and negotiations with numerous Indian
tribes?

The Interpretive Center was closed
for repairs when we visited, so it wasn’t
until later that I learned Indiana’s con-
nection to the expedition has grown in
validity in recent years.

In 2019, Congress expanded the Na-
tional Lewis and Clark Trail to include
an additional 1,200 miles and five
states, including Indiana. The addition
includes the preparatory portion of the
journey, from Pittsburgh to Wood River,
I1l., where the contingent camped and
trained during the winter of 1803-1804.

Though no land was purchased, infor-
mation on the trail is compiled by the
National Park Service at nps.gov, with
links to the Indiana DNR and other per-
tinent sources. It was there, for instance,
that I viewed a map of the Falls of the
Ohio in their more fearsome state.

I didn’t expect to get immersed in the
topic of slavery in Indiana during my
own journey down the Lewis and Clark
rabbit hole, but it was fascinating to

learn that one of the explorers on the
expedition was William Clark’s slave,
York. George Rogers Clark, the former
Virginian, also owned slaves — though
he converted them to indentured ser-
vants under the new laws of the Indiana
territory, formed shortly before he built
his cabin at Clark’s Pointe. It turns out
that U.S. Census data reveals there were
hundreds of slaves and indentured ser-
vants in southern Indiana, even after it
became a state in 1816.

The Indiana Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion Commission, created in conjunc-
tion with the 200th anniversary of
the Corps of Discovery, continues to
research and promote this portion of
Indiana history. Its only source of fund-
ing is donations; one way to provide
support is through the purchase of a
“Lewis and Clark in Indiana” speciality
license plate.

I don’t know how much further I in-
tend to pursue my interest in Lewis and
Clark. But I do know the next time we
find ourselves down that way, there’s
plenty more I hope to explore — on
both sides of the river.

The writer, a Wells County resident, can be
reached at tischcaylor@gmail .com.
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This charred chimney is all that remains of
a replica of Revolutionary War Hero George
Rogers Clark’s cabin at Clark’s Pointe near
Falls of the Ohio State Park in Clarksville,
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The DNR-built replica of the cabin was
burned by vandals in 2021. (Photo by Bob
Caylor).
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‘Tis the Season for Scams

In today’s hyper-connected digital
universe, cyber criminals have more
information than ever before, with the
ability to reach you through unsecure
public Wi-Fi, your email inbox, via text
message, and more.

According to a Scam and Robocall
Report from T-Mobile, Americans lost
an estimated $39.5 billion to phone
scams in 2022. Lucky for you, there
are several ways to protect and safe-
guard your personal information to help
prevent scammers from scammin’ this
holiday season.

* Avoid Public USB Ports

Traveling by plane this holiday sea-
son? The FCC warns that cyber crimi-
nals can download malware to public
USB charging ports to gain access to
your information. Prevent this by using
an AC power outlet instead.

* Beware of Charity Scams

It’s the season of giving, but the
FCC warns many cyber criminals take
advantage by creating fake charities
staged as real nonprofit organizations to
gain access to your payment informa-

SENIOR LIVING ¢ WINTER 2023

5 Ways to protect yourself

tion. Woof. To prevent this, don’t click
on suspicious email or text links and
verify the organization is registered at
the National Association of State Chari-
ty Officials or Better Business Bureau’s
Wise Giving Alliance before donating
this holiday season.

* Screen Your Calls

Scammers are continu-
ously upping their game,
with total robocall at-
tempts up 75% from 2021
to 2022. Detecting wheth-
er an incoming call is a
potential scam isn’t always
easy. So there is one easy
way to tell: If you don’t
recognize the phone number, don’t an-
swer the call. If it’s a genuine call, they
will leave a message.

* Shop Smarter Online

According to Statista, 57% of holiday
shoppers plan to use their smartphone
to make holiday purchases this year,
and scammers are onto them, ramping
up activity during the two weeks be-
fore Christmas. To minimize any cyber

Grinches trying to steal your personal
info, monitor your financial accounts
regularly for suspicious charges and
sign up for your bank or credit card
company’s text or email notifications to
stay on top of fraudulent activity.

* Use Secure Tools

Safeguard your online ac-
counts with Multi-Factor Au-
thentication, which requires
users to enter two different
kinds of information to log in,
like a password and one-time
PIN code. It’s like having a
digital bouncer to make sure
only you get into your ac-
counts. Another protection is a
password manager, giving you the abil-
ity to securely store passwords across
multiple platforms and websites. The
tool also provides an autofill password
function and a new password generator.

While cyber threats are on the rise,
you can sleigh scams by staying vigi-
lant and incorporating these best prac-
tices into your life this holiday season.

(Statepoint)

APARTMENT
RENTALS

BLUFFTON 2¢°824-5280

LANCASTER
1&2BR
1800 S. Wayne St.

©]O

All new living experience!
Renovated in 2022

VILLAGE GREEN
1& 2 BR | 3BR Duplexes
1127 Bollman Ave.

€ E [

CHASE POINTE
1&2BR
103 Countrybrook Rd.

©]®

GENEVA 32¢°368-7900
LIMBERLOST 4[| ytilities included!
1& 2 BR * Phase 1

556 Bristol Drive.

olo]e|

All new living experience!
Renovated in 2022

Independent Living & Maintenance Free

All Ages

62 + or disabled,
regardless of age.

Market-Rate
(Not subsidized)

@

OSSIAN 2¢°622-6429
CONTRVPLACE gt

408 Country Side Drive Heaﬂ"g & coo“"g

©OJ®

DECATUR 2¢°724-4616

HOMES & DUPLEXES

2\°ST. LOFTS

Lofts |1-2 BR Various Locations
116 N. 2nd St. Call for availability
)
MONROEVILLE 326° g23-3455
MULBERRY COURT
1& 2 BR

423 Mulberry St.

©]o)|

@ Income-Based

www.RentBiggs.com

SCAN
to start
your search.

Use camera phone
or

compatible app )

|/
v
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WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

Preston Kaehr - Julle Myers Connle Vangelakos

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY INSURANCE COMPANIES
WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

FREE INFORMATION - FREE EDUCATION ON
ALL OUR PRODUCTS WE ARE FORMER TEACHERS

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE USTO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION
In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall - 260-824-1618
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Fort Wayne museum traces American cnntllcts

BY ROD KING

The grand opening of the W. Paul
Wolf War History Museum at the Vet-
erans National Memorial Shrine and
Museum in Fort Wayne on O’Day Road
was held earlier this year. The new
facility features interactive displays
telling the story of the different wars
the United States has been involved in
starting with the Revolutionary War.

Each war has its own section with
photos, artifacts,
weapons and uni-
forms from that pe-
riod. Curator Robert
Thomas says “the
new graphics, war
history maps, uni-
formed mannequins
and reader boards outlining the time-
lines make a visit here an educational
journey for all visitors, as well as veter-
ans who served. It covers 6,000 square
feet and is three times larger than the
old museum.”

Primary benefactor of the museum is
W. Paul Wolf whose name appears over
the entrance. He is a U.S. Air Force vet-
eran of the Korean War. Estimated cost
of the new facility is $450,000.

One particular exhibit of interest is
the Ghost Army fabricated in England
during World War II. It features world
renowned fashion designer and Fort
Wayne native Bill Blass. The two-sided
display tells the story of how the Allied
forces utilized inflatable tanks, trucks
and artillery to fool German aerial re-
connaissance planes during the war.

Diorama of World War II medics in
action is one of the highlights of the
new War Museum. Timelines trace the
start of the war in Gdansk, Poland to its
end in Berlin, Germany.

Located in the garage opposite the
museum is the 40 & 8 box car that was
donated to the State of Indiana by the
French people after World War I. This
rare box car was designed to carry 40
men and eight horses. This year marks
the 75th anniversary of its coming to
the United States.

World War I veteran Eric Scott and his
wife, Cleo, created the Memorial Shrine
and Museum on their O’Day Road
property. It opened in 1951 in a por-
tion of their house and later expanded

HOOSIE
DAYTR

Touring the W. Paul Wolf War History Museum is like taklng an educational journey through
the history of the conflicts that the United States participated in starting with the Revolutionary
War and going through the present. This photo was taken during the grand opening ceremo-
nies held, appropriately, during Memorial Day weekend. (Photos by Rod King)

into the garage where it has been until
everything was transferred to the new
building. Scott was 19 when he enlisted
in the Army and was assigned to the
Third Infantry Division Sixth Combat
Engineers in France. When he returned,
he vowed that he would found a place
“where no veteran will ever be forgot-
ten.”

A new chapel is under construction
on the grounds, a Civil War memorial
was dedicated this past summer and a
replica of the Korean War Patrol Me-

morial was dedicated on Veteran’s Day,
November 11, 2023. It’s also the site
of an 80 percent replica of the Vietnam
Memorial Wall in Washington, D..C.
The Veterans National Memorial
Shrine and Museum is located at 2122
O’Day Road in Northwest Fort Wayne.
Hours are Monday, Thursday, Saturday
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
There is no admission fee, but freewill
donations are accepted.
The writer, a Fort Wayne resident, may be
reached at coknoll75@yahoo.com

#1 WAY TO SELL YOUR FARM GROUND

THE FINEST ASSETS IN THE

WORLD, INCLUDING FARM LAND,

ARE SOLD AT AUCTION.

=} STEFFEN GROUP

ISAAC STOLLER
REAL ESTATE BROKER / AUCTIONEER
(260) 413-3515 issac.stoller@steffengrp.com
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War 1l Ghost Army

The two-sided World
exhibit features Fort Wayne native and
world renowned fashion designer Bill Blass.
That's him in the stand-up photo. The Ghost
Army utilized inflatable tanks, trucks and
artillery to fool German aerial reconnais-
sance flights.

Diorama of World War Il medics in action
is one of the highlights of the new Veterans
National Memorial Shrine and Museum on
O’Day Road.

Revolutionary War map shows locations
of the various conflicts during the War for
Independence.
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Daniel's
ELERS

47

2155 N. Main St., Bluffton
(260)824-9643

Tues. - Fri. 9:30am - 5:30pm
Sat. 9:30am - 3pm « Sun. - Mon. (losed

www.daniels-jewelers.net

Family
caregiving

Those that are on Medicaid
could qualify for Medicaid
Waiver which can provide an
income to those that are
already caring for you!

Competitive Pay
Unlimited Overtime
Easy Onboarding

HOMECOURT

HOME CARE

Sty oy gy

260-333-1114

124 Oak Forest Drive | Bluffton, IN 46714

Medically
Complex Kids

Helping families that
have medically complex
kids financially. Kids
with the A&D waiver
could qualify for this
amazing program!

SFC

Do you live with someone on
Medicaid that you are caring
for?

They could qualify for a
Medicaid Waiver that could
pay you a tax free daily
stipend amount determined
by their
level of care!
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HlS Z/28

\brlngs back

memories,
emotions

By BoB CAYLOR

In 1973, Mark Braun had a chance
to buy a car that he had admired for
years. It was a 1968 Chevrolet Z/28, the
flashiest version of the Camaro, a car
introduced in 1966 as General Motors’
best shot at creating a Mustang fighter.

Braun had come to know that car
well. A pair of brothers who lived near
him had owned it and driven it hard,
often within earshot. Its roaring exhaust
and revving engine couldn’t help but

make an impression on him when it
roared past his home on U.S. 224 east
of Preble.

Then he spotted it for sale at a dealer-
ship in Berne. In those days, he most
often obtained cars by trading other cars
instead of offering cash deals. What he
was driving then was a custom Pontiac
GTO.

“It was really hopped up,” Braun said
of the GTO. And it was no trade at the

When Mark Braun bought
this 1968 Z/28 50 years
ago, its previous owners
had blown its 302 V-8.

It took him years, but he
finally replaced it with
another 302.

Meanwhile, he preserved
its row of gauges under
the center of the dash,

a decision that would be
greatly appreciated by
another previous owner.

SENIOR LIVING ® WINTER 2023

Classic
Car
(Corner

Berne car lot.

“We can’t trade this in Berne. It’s
too radical,” the salesman told him. So
he went looking for a tamer trade. He
found that blander trade in the form of a
Ford Mustang Mach I. He only owned
the Mach I for about 15 minutes before
he swapped it for the Z/28.

The Z/28 was past its prime, Braun
remembers. The same hotrodding broth-
ers who owned it before him had blown
its engine. “Its clutch didn’t work, and
it had a junk engine,” Braun said.

Then Braun found that he needed to
kick in $300 — plus the Mach I! — to
land the remains of the car that had im-
pressed him so when he was a teenager.

Braun, now 70, finally had the car
he’d appreciated at a distance, and then
he had to set aside the project car for
years. When he finally got back to it,
he did most of the work himself in a
restoration that took 15 years. The car’s
public debut was at a Decatur car show
in 2011, 38 years after he successfully
traded for it in Berne.

That public debut was the occasion
for a uniquely satisfying reunion. One
of its previous owners spotted it there
and asked Braun if he could sit in his
old car.
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Fifty years after

he bought this
Chevrolet Z/28,

the car leads a
pampered existence.

During his frame-off restoration of the Z/28, Mark Braun painted
and clearcoated the chassis. (Photos by Bob Caylor)

Mark Braun sits in his 1968 Z/28 outside his home near Preble.

“He sat down in this car and didn’t move for about 20 min-
utes,” Braun said. The previous owner was amazed at how
familiar it was.

“You kept my gauges. You kept my shifter,” he told Braun.

In the years since he completed his restoration, he avoids
rain and gravel roads, and he doesn’t often take his Z/28 for
idle joyrides these days. But his appearances at nearby car
shows provide him with continuing rewards when the car
triggers fond memories in others.

People browsing at shows can’t resist sharing their memo-
ries of cruising or dating in cars similar to his.

“It’s getting to be a nostalgia show,” he said.

Do you have a story to tell or know someone who does?
caylor.bob@ gmail.com

/\-\
sCHEERER

e 2

We are your one-stop solution to the most
common challenges of moving/downsizing:

We serve your situation with a turnkey
process that will maximize the value of a
person’s estate through the auction process
as well as eliminate the stress and hassle
associated with the sale of real estate and
personal property.

SENIOR RELOCATION

* Packing & Moving

* Trash Removal

* Selling Your Home and Personal Property
* Shipping

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTIONS
* Catalog/Organize
* Online Auctions

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
* Residential

* Lake Home

* Farms

* Personal Property

REAL ESTATE SALES
* Traditional Listings
= Auctions

260 441-8636

Fort Wayne Office Location

scheerermcculloch.com
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How an Ossian native became a W.A.S.P.

BY KAYLEEN REUSSER

Elizabeth ‘Betty’ White’s interest in
flying began when a family member
paid for her to take a plane ride at
Smith Field in Fort Wayne, Ind. The
year was 1934 and White, who was
born in Ossian, was 12 years old. Even
though aviation was in its infancy, her
interest was cemented. “Amelia Earhart
was my hero,” she said.

Upon graduating from Ossian High
School in 1940, White studied at Man-
chester College for a year, then worked
at General Electric in Fort Wayne.

Her interest in soaring through the
skies was renewed in 1942 when she
read a magazine article about a new
program in the military that needed
women as pilots. The article explained
that female pilots were being recruited

to help the war effort on the home front.

The women would be called WASP
(Women’s Air Service Pilots). They
could ferry aircraft, test planes, instruct
male pilots, and tow targets for anti-
aircraft artillery practice.

Applicants were required to have 35
hours of flight time. White paid for les-
sons at Smith Field at a cost of $10 per
hour. It was an exorbitant amount for
a young, single working woman on a
budget. “I didn’t
eat much,” she
said.

Prior to being
accepted into the
military. White
traveled to Sweet-
water, Texas, where
WASP training
was held. She met
Jacqueline Co-
chran, the woman
in charge of the
program. White
submitted her application and was ac-
cepted. Among the 25,000 applicants,
White was one of 1,830 applicants se-
lected to train and serve as Army pilots.
She left for Texas in January 1944.

The seven-month WASP program was
equivalent to training given to male
pilots. “We had ground school in the
mornings that included college-level
courses in math, physics, Morse code
and navigation,” she said.

In the afternoons the women, wearing
belted men’s jumpsuits because they

Betty Dybbro

had no uniforms, completed hands-
on training with Stearman and AT6
aircraft. “We had to take an airplane
engine apart and put it back together,”
she said. The women learned how to
navigate by instruments only and had to
complete a 2,000-mile solo flight from
Texas to California before earning their
wings as pilots.

When White had her wings pinned
on her in August 1944, she was one
of 1,074 women who completed the
WASP program.

Not everyone was thrilled with
women pilots. At

On Betty Dybbro’s 95th birthday,
members of a local flying club
offered her the opportunity to fly
in two planes she had flown in as
a young pilot, a Piper Cub and a
Stearman bi-plane. (Photos pro-
vided.)

while her husband was sent to India to
continue with the war in the Pacific.

After the war, Betty and Robert be-
came parents to two children. Sadly,
Robert was shot down over Korea dur-
ing the war there in the 1950s. His body
was never recovered.

Later, Betty married Phil Dybbro and
their family grew to include six chil-
dren. Betty provided flight instruction
for several years after the war.

At the time of the WASP dismissal,
the women were awarded no honor or
military benefits. That changed in 1977

when President Jim-

a base at Marfa,
Texas, a male

Kayleen Reusser, of

my Carter granted
the women status

commander Bluffton, has written a as veterans. In 2010
quld not allow series of books, sharing a group of WASPS
White and other .. the stories of area veter- | was presented with
WASPs to fly. ans. This is an excerpt the Congressional
White transferred from “We Gave Our Gold Medal in

Best.” It is available .
to a gunnery at The News-Banner Washington DC.

school in Las
Vegas, Nevada,
where she towed

In 2017, on Dyb-
bro’s 95th birthday,
members of a local

office in Bluffton and
on Amazon.

targets with a

B-17 for live target practice by male
pilots. “Some planes were hit but not
mine,” she said.

By December 1944, the war in Europe
was turning in favor of the Allies. Male
pilots, needing a rest from combat, were
sent back to the States. The WASP pro-
gram abruptly ended so the men could
resume control of pilot positions held
by the WASP.

White was disappointed, but had fall-
en in love with a fighter pilot, Robert
Sheehan. They married and Betty lived
with her in-laws in Washington State

flying club near her
home in Seattle offered her the opportu-
nity to fly in two planes she had flown
as a young pilot — a Piper Cub and a
Stearman biplane accompanied by fel-
low pilots. “It was a wonderful experi-
ence,” she said. “I really enjoyed it.”
Do you have a story to tell or know someone
who does? kjreusser@gmail.com

Editor’s Note: At last report, Betty
Dybbro remains active and was hon-
ored in March as the last surviving
Women’s Auxiliary Service Pilot in
Washington State.
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Lakeview Duplexes

Independent Living Units

2 bedroom villas « In-unit washer and dryer « 1 car attached garage space
Appliances provided - Outdoor patio space with privacy fence
Grounds and unit maintenance provided
Use of Christian Care facilities including Wellness and Activity Center

720 E. Dustman Rd. - Bluffton 4 “ CHRISTIAN

260.565.3000 Retirement
www.christiancarerc.org CARE Community
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Make the hohdays maglcal with hearty meals

Capturing the magic of the holidays
often happens at the dinner table as
loved ones toast the season with stun-
ning meals worth celebrating.

These dishes from chef David Rose
call to mind the extravagant holiday
gatherings of yesteryear with modern
twists you can claim as your own.

Crab Stuffed Lobster Tails
with Dirty Rice
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 4
Dirty Rice:
2 cups jasmine rice
water
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 pound Ground Beef
1 tablespoon kosher salt, plus
additional, to taste, divided
1 teaspoon black pepper, plus
additional, to taste, divided
1 teaspoon garlic powder
2 teaspoons smoked paprika
2 tablespoons unsalted butter
I medium red bell pepper,
small diced
2 green onions, minced
1 cup small diced yellow onion
1/2 cup tomato-based sofrito
3 1/2 cups chicken broth
Crab Stuffing:
3/4 cup mayonnaise
2 teaspoons seafood seasoning
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
1/2 lemon, juice only
20 butter crackers, finely crushed
1 pound jumbo lump crab meat

Crab Stuffed Lobster:

2 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted

1 teaspoon kosher salt

1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice

4 Lobster Tails (5 ounces each),
halved lengthwise

To make dirty rice: Rinse jasmine rice
with water until water is clear. Drain.

In large saucepot, bring vegetable oil
to medium-high heat.

Add ground beef, 1 tablespoon salt, 1
teaspoon black pepper, garlic powder
and smoked paprika; saute 5 minutes
until browned.

Using slotted spoon, remove browned
beef and set aside.

Add butter to pot then add red bell
pepper, green onions and yellow on-
ions. Saute 2 minutes until lightly cara-

mehzed

Add sofrito and jasmine rice to pot;
saute 1 minute. Add cooked ground
beef and chicken stock; bring to boil.
Once mixture boils, reduce heat to sim-
mer 10 minutes. Turn off heat and leave
lid on pot 5 minutes. Fluff rice with
fork and season with salt and pepper, to
taste.

To make crab stuffing: In medium
bowl, whisk mayonnaise, seafood sea-
soning, Dijon mustard, Worcestershire
sauce and lemon juice.

Gently fold in crushed butter crackers
and crab meat. Set aside.

To make crab stuffed lobster: Preheat
oven to 425 F.

Stir melted butter, salt and lemon
juice. Brush lobster tails with butter
mixture.

Divide crab stuffing into eight por-
tions. Stuff each lobster tail half with
crab stuffing, pressing stuffing into
lobster. Place stuffed lobster tails on
aluminum foil-lined sheet pan and bake
10-12 minutes, or until golden brown.
Serve with dirty rice.

Pepper-Crusted Prime Rib
with Creamy Horseradish Sauce
and Crushed Potatoes
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: about 2 1/2 hours
Servings: 4-6
Creamy Horseradish Sauce:
15 ounces crema or sour cream
1/3 cup mayonnaise
2 tablespoons horseradish
2 tablespoons apple cider vinegar
2 tablespoons minced fresh chives
2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon hot sauce
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt, plus

ATTENTION:

Medicare Beneficiaries

We Represent Most of

The Medicare Advantage Plans

and Part D Prescription Drug Plans
and Dozens of Medicare Supplement

Companies

Which Is Best For You Depends

On Many Factors

Which | Would Be Happy To

Discuss With You

fora FREE No Obligation

Appointment
CALL DAN KINTZ at

260-728-8888

//\/S UF?A/\/CE

SINCE 1966

318 W. Monroe St.
Decatur

email:
dan@kintzinsurance.com

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do
offer in your ares. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.
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additional, to taste, divided
1/2 teaspoon white pepper, plus
additional, to taste, divided
1/4 teaspoon onion powder
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1/4 teaspoon smoked paprika
Pepper Rub:
3 tablespoons kosher salt
1 tablespoon ground peppercorn
medley
2 teaspoons ground guajillo chili
1 teaspoon dried thyme leaves
Prime Rib:
1 Prime Rib Roast (4 pounds)
pepper rub
1/4 cup grapeseed oil
Crushed Potatoes:
1 pound baby red skin potatoes
cold water
1 pinch kosher salt, plus additional,
to taste, divided
1/4 cup olive oil
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 tablespoons finely minced Italian
parsley
ground black pepper
To make creamy horseradish sauce:
In medium bowl, whisk crema, may-
onnaise, horseradish, vinegar, chives,
Worcestershire sauce, lemon juice, hot

sauce, 1/2 teaspoon salt, 1/2 teaspoon
pepper, onion powder, garlic powder
and paprika until well-incorporated.
Season with additional salt and white
pepper, to taste.

To make pepper rub: In small bowl,
stir salt, peppercorns, chili and thyme.

To make prime rib: Pat prime rib dry
with paper towels. Season on all sides
with pepper rub and bring to room tem-
perature, about 30 minutes.

Preheat oven to 250 F.

In large cast-iron pan, bring grapeseed
oil to medium-high heat.

Sear prime rib on all sides until gold-
en brown, 2-3 minutes per side.

Place seared prime rib on wire rack-
lined baking sheet. Bake according to
cooking chart for cook time and desired
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doneness. Use meat thermometer to
ensure doneness. Cook until internal
temperature is 10 F below desired do-
neness.

Rest prime rib 15-20 minutes. Slice to
desired thickness.

To make crushed potatoes: Preheat
oven to 425 F.

Add potatoes to stockpot. Cover with
cold water by about 1 inch and add 1
pinch salt. Over high heat, boil 8-10
minutes, or until fork tender. Drain
and completely cool with running cold
water.

Once cool, carefully crush potatoes
with palms until skin breaks and pota-
toes are slightly crushed.

In medium bowl, whisk olive oil, gar-
lic and parsley.

Place crushed potatoes on aluminum
foil-lined baking sheet and toss lightly
with olive oil mixture. Season pota-
toes on both sides with kosher salt and
ground black pepper, to taste. Roast po-
tatoes until crisped and golden brown,
15-17 minutes.

Serve prime rib with crushed potatoes
and creamy horseradish sauce.

(Family Features)
Source: OmahaSteaks.com

g g
Capri Meadows

Apartments

58 Capri Court « Bluffton, IN

g 7
\ / 1,2 & 3 Bedroom -
S Utilities Apartments
K —
| Included!
Applications
* Accepted
Mon., Tues., Thurs.
Fri. 10am-4pm
\ / (Closed Wednesday)

[ Laundry Facilities in
Building
+24Hour Emergency.

Call Today!

260-824-4626

E.I TDD 800-326-9193 #776

Edward Jones

Worried about how you'll pay for

retirement?
Let's talk about your options.
BLUFFTON
DOUG FEAR, AAMS JEREMY TODD, AAMS /CFP
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor
2035 Commerce Dr,, Suite 209~ 1169 N. Main St. Suite 2
260-565-4134 260-824-0686

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

o OSSIAN .
JEREMY PENROD, AAMS /CFP LARRY A. SMITH, AAMS
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor
201E. Market St., Suite 1 1025, Jefferson
260-824-2354 260-622-7952
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 Sentor Senvices

BLUFFTON

824-3564

PRODUCT |I
SERVICE !
SOLUTIONS .

Tsunmon

ROOFING

Quolity 1" Home Improvements

We Provide:

¢ Roofing - Asphalt Shingles

e Metal and Flat Roofing

¢ Insurance Restoration - Appraisals

¢ General Maintenance and Repairs

¢ Siding & Other Home Improvements

james@pblufftonroofing.com !
www.blufftonroofing.com l &DSER & 804, i
! Heating X2V & ir i

| 8240228 %) Condiioning

219E. Perry St. Bluffton
2608240228 - www.moserandsonheatingandair.com i

HEATING &

' ANew High
| Air C onditionin

LOOKING TO BUY, SELL, BUILD or AUCTION?

I’'M YOUR GUY!

Today’s real estate market can be tough to navigate. If you're looking to buy a new
home or selling an existing property, CALL ME TODAY AT 260.827.8255!

NICK HUFFMAN REAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEER
=5 STEFFEN GROUP

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

Excel Homes

EXCELLING IN QUALITY & EXPECTATION

Includes
+ ACDelco Dexos1™ Full Synthetic Oil
«Tire Rotation - Multi-Point Inspection

HIOOYJMOLOrS

1743 N. Main St. - (260)824-0900

We’re Open 24/7/365 @ www.hldaymotors.com, " anddetais. ot vaiid withoth

Dehumldlflers or UV
i (Ultra Violet) Lights.

ALL SEASON;@

MARY KAY

Mary Kay” products offer you so many
ways to enhance your beauty and
well-being. Innovative skin care! On-trend
color! Pampering bath and body products
and somuchmore!

| Let’s find your favorites.

"] Contact me today.

Quality Service-Done Fast, -
Done Right! A | Becky GQShQ"‘ \

_: Future Executive Senior Sales Director
*or less with 6-quart oil change. Tire balancing, tax
and more than 6 quarts of oil, all extra. Excludes die ‘ i 2 60 = 82 4' o 1 8 7
engines. See participating U.S. dealer for eligil | www.m arykay com, /bgOShorn




SENIOR LIVING ¢ WINTER 2023

e Carpet & Upholstery e Ceramic Tile e Grout Cleaning
e Leather Cleaning & Conditioning
o Water Damage Restoration

iover 25\

Serving NE Indiana &
Years in NW Ohio Since 1994
‘*"ﬂw 260.692.6366
www.gersk P com

Locally/Family Owned & Operated

Serving Wells
& Huntington
County’s with
dignity and
respect.

...a Friend
of the Family

www.myersfuneralhomes.com
Huntington 356-2400 - Markle 758-2121

Reach 1is
Yy A
M%AWM

Reserve your space now
for the Spring 2024 edition.
Call 824-0224 or 800-579-7476.

Sisters Talanya
Nichols and Tammy
Cromie-Wilkins with
their mother Mary
Wilkins Nichols,
daughter of Jane
Williamson.

One hlstorlcal mystery solved

Continued from page 4

never married or had children. And
Alan had difficulty locating any of
Dorothea’s living descendants. So, I put
on my detective hat and went after con-
tact information for Dorothea’s grand-
children. At the time of this column’s
publication, Alan has made contact with
several grandsons, and I’m crossing my
fingers that one or more of them will be
interested in pursuing the parentage of
their grandmother with the assistance of
DNA testing.

By all accounts the adopted daughters
of E.B. and Anna Williamson were
loved and well cared for by the couple.
What they may have known or how
they felt about their situation will never
be known as they chose not to discuss
such matters with family members
who tried to broach the subject. While
there’s potential for making second,
third, or fourth cousin connections,
long-held secrets tend to create barriers
that can be difficult to hurdle decades
later.

Was there a
Foltz-Williamson connection?

While putting the finishing touches
on this article, I checked further into
the household where Bertha worked
in 1910, wondering if retired farmer
Joseph Foltz might have had business
dealings with E.B. Williamson. I did
an internet search for “E.B. Williamson
+ Joseph Foltz” on the chance that a
documented relationship between the
two men might pop up.

A document titled “E. B. Williamson —
Letters from the Walls of Time” topped
the list of results. The PDF featured let-
ters retrieved from a wall cavity in the

Williamson home, transcribed by Alan
Daugherty, and then uploaded to the
Bluffton News-Banner website in 2021.
The name E. May Foltz Eichhorn ap-
peared once in the 103-page document.
A search for May led me to her parents,
Joseph and Hulda Foltz, and husband
William Henry Eichhorn, a Wells Coun-
ty attorney.

Turns out that farming wasn’t the con-
nection after all. Alan took the Foltz
surname and again donned his research
hat. He discovered that May Foltz and
E.B.’s mother were charter members
in a literary organization that formed
in Wells County in 1891. Dubbed the
May Foltz Circle in 1894, the club
focused on the study of classical litera-
ture. Known by various names across
the years, including the Foltz Reading
Circle and the Foltz Literary Club, the
organization exists today as the Foltz-
Bayview Literary Club.

Do you have a mystery or question for The
DNA Sleuth? bethsteury@ gmail.com

Tammy Cromie-Wilkins and daughter
Sarah continue the family legacy by plant-
ing Amigo lIrises in the Cook-Williamson
Park in Bluffton.
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Extreme weather ahead!
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Here’s your El Nino travel survival guide

BY CHRISTOPHER ELLIOTT

Brace yourself for
a hard winter, fellow
travelers.

“Prepare for the
worst,” warns avia-
tion expert David
Doughty. “You might
encounter ice storms,
blizzards and other
treacherous weather

conditions.”
These won’t >
be ordinary @n
storms, either. q‘ravel
Meteorologists

say they’ll be

powered by climate change and El

Nino. Last month, the National Weather

Service issued an El Nino advisory, pre-

dicting the unusual warming of surface

waters in the eastern Pacific Ocean.
Will El Nino affect your next trip?

Crazy weather could sink your winter
vacation, and meteorologists expect the
erratic conditions to continue through
early spring. But there’s a way to
weatherproof your next trip, and the
time to do it is now. I am, but my solu-
tion is a little bit contrarian. I’ll tell you
more in a moment.

Why this winter could be
difficult for travelers

Traveling during winter is hard
enough, with snowstorms, rain and
flooding always a possibility. But El
Nino has the potential to turn it up a
notch. El Nino disrupts regular weather
patterns and can trigger intense storms.

What does that mean for domestic
travelers? Most of the action will hap-
pen in the Southeast, which will be wet
and stormy, according to Ray Schmitt,
president of the weather analytics com-
pany Salient Predictions.

“The East Coast, in general, should
be rather wet, but not too snowy,” he
predicts.

Paul Pastelok, the lead long-range
forecaster and senior meteorologist at
AccuWeather, says the Pacific North-
west could have active, El Nino-fueled
storms later this year, with more “hit or
miss” weather heading into 2024. For
late November and December, he sees

more storms and precipitation across
California extending into the central
Rockies.

“El Nino will be strong and can be
a dominant factor in the forecast,” he
says.

Translation: Remember the winter
storms in January that prompted the
cancellation of thousands of flights?
You might see a few more of those
early next year. They’ll be bigger than
last year’s storms and bring more rain
and snow.

Flexibility and awareness
are important

El Nino could ruin any trip in late
2023 and early 2024, including yours,
experts say.

“You should be mindful of this when
you’re booking a flight to somewhere in
the Northern Hemisphere that is prone
to adverse weather conditions,” says
Doughty, who is the CEO of an aircraft
charter company.

Airlines use what’s called a hub-
and-spoke system, which means if
you’re flying somewhere, you might
be making a connection in Atlanta,
Chicago, or Dallas. So even if you’re
headed somewhere that isn’t prone to
extreme weather, you might be making
a stopover there and subject to El Nino
weather patterns.

If you’re driving, you’ll want to make
sure your vehicle is ready for winter
weather long before the first winter
storm hits. Winter tires, a first aid kit,
and maybe brushing up on your winter
driving skills are a must.

Let’s talk about travel insurance

Yes, travel insurance can cover an
extreme weather event like an El Nino-
powered blizzard. But the time to think
about it is now.

“Once an event impacting a destina-
tion is named, like a severe winter
storm, it’s too late to purchase travel in-
surance and have your prepaid expenses

EXPERIEN(d 1 0 1 Og

“Hear what you've been missing.

Dr. Jennifer L. Wagner, aup

Call for your appointment:

(260) 706-2558

832 South 11th St. |
Decatur

2035 Commerce Dr.
Bluffton

)

www.ExperienceAudiology.com
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protected,” explains Daniel Durazo,
director of external communications at
Allianz Partners USA.

Don’t forget to read the policy. Some
insurance coverage is general, covering
weather disruptions. But other policies
can get quite detailed, and you need to
know what’s covered before a big storm
slams into your airport.

“Insurance is a small investment that
can save you a lot of stress and money,”
says Ajay Kumar Shrestha, a trekking
guide in the Himalayas. “But you have
to make sure it covers weather.”

How to avoid El Nino
weather disruptions

There’s only one way to avoid ex-
treme winter weather and still travel
— and that is to select your destination
carefully to steer clear of the worst of
it. Head south to avoid severe blizzards.
Or travel to Asia or Europe to escape
the worst effects of this climate pattern.

That’s how I'm planning to sidestep
El Nino this year. My next writing as-
signment is taking me to South America
for the southern hemisphere summer in
December, January and February. I'll be
in Chile next month, which experts say
will be a little warmer than usual be-

cause of El Nino. But, thank goodness,
no snowstorms.
Elliott’s El Nino travel tips

* Find a travel advisor who can
handle a crisis. Agents who specialize
in adventure travel and business travel
should fit the bill.

* Give yourself more time to get there.

“I personally always plan extra time
on either end of my travels during the
winter to ensure I’m not cutting it too
close and missing an important meeting
or event,” says John Gobbels, chief op-
erating officer of Medjet.

* Download a weather app and set up
alerts at your destination. No one gives
weather smartphone apps a second
look, but you need them in an El Nino
year. Here’s a good place to start: Set up
weather alerts for your destination. That
way, you know what kind of trouble lies
ahead. Bookmark the National Weather
Service site and check out an app like
MyRadar, which allows you to track a
storm.

Christopher Elliott has authored a number of
travel books. His columns appear weekly in USA
Today and the Washington Post. email him at
chris@elliott.org.

© 2023 Christopher Elliott.
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THE MATTRESS + FURNITURE STORE
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Need Help

with n
|

Medicare

The State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP)
is a free and impartial counseling program for people
with Medicare. SHIP is provided by the Administration for
Community Living and the Indiana Department of Insurance.
We are part of a federal network of State Health Insurance
Assistance Programs located in every state.

All of our services are free.

SHIP

Mavigating Medicare

~ Costs?

If your income is less
than $2,268/month

and you have limited assets,

and

(800) 452-4800 = www.Medicare.in.gov

you may qualify for help

with medical costs

not covered by Medicare

with prescription drug
expenses.
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Mom’s box of recipes

Continued from page 6

10 chemotherapy treatments to treat
colon cancer, had a procedure done to
address a diagnosis of Afib — atrial
fibillation — and also contracted Co-
vid. Although he admits that it’s been

a “rough couple of years,” “God was
good to me,” he says. “I never got sick
from any of those treatments, I was able
to go back to work quickly and I never
missed church.”

He pauses as he recalls the Sunday
morning when it was announced that
he had been given a clean bill of health
from his doctors.“People have only ap-
plauded for me two times in my life,”
he shares. “One was at one of those
mother-daughter banquets, and then that
Sunday at church.”

He enjoys his part time job. He also
enjoys cooking for family gatherings.
He enjoys sharing his pies and his
books.

“I guess I’ve kind of found my niche,”
he says.

Do you have a story to tell or know someone

who does? seniorliving@adamswells.com
A postscript

I constantly have my antennae up
and often ask my network of people to
pass along any possible stories for Se-
nior Living. Kayleen Reusser, who has
written for our publications for years
and has become a friend, alerted me to
Keith Keller, her fellow church mem-
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This collection
might be titled
“Keith’s favorites.”
It includes, clock-
wise from top left,
a recent and thick
collection of reci-
pes put together by
his church, a cou-
ple of Philip Gulley
books, his mother’s
recipe box, another
Gulley book and

a sugar cream pie
he had baked that
morning. “There
are a lot of fan-
tastic cooks in our
church,” he adds.
(Photos by Mark
Miller)

ber, and got us connected.

As I was visiting him in his home in
the midst of Amish country northeast of
Berne, he mentioned those Philip Gul-
ley books.

“Hmm, I’'m not familiar with him, I’1l
have to check that out,” I told him.

“Well, I'm sending one home with
you,” he replied.

“No, Keith, I’'m writing a story about
you, I can’t do that,” I said. We journal-
ists are supposed to have something
we call “ethics.” No freebies from our
subjects.

“Well, you're not leaving without it.”

I’ve also found it is useless to argue
with some people who are bent on do-
ing nice things.

Shortly, it was time for a few pictures.
He had, of course, thoughtfully baked
a pie that morning for a picture. “And
you’re taking this home with you, too,”
he said.

What ya gonna do?

I can personally testify to Keith’s
prowess in the kitchen and to his taste
in books. Indeed, the next morning,
my very first Philip Gulley reading
answered a prayer for direction in
something I was struggling with that
particular day.

I don’t believe in coincidences. Or,
as Albert Einstein is credited with say-
ing, “Coincidences are God’s way of

remaining anonymous.”
— Mark Miller



As a resident of the Wells County community for decades,
Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal practice
to assisting clients in preserving the family
assets from the high cost of Nursing Home
and In-Home Healthcare.

With more than 13 years of experience,
Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, is the
seasoned Elder Law Attormey you need.
Don’t be fooled by others who have no real
experience in Elder Law and Medicaid
Planning. Let Swearingen Elder Law guide Attorney

you down the path that will both preserve Gerret]. Swearingen
your life savings and help those you love AT
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UNABLE TO HEAR
ON THE TELEPHONE?

Are telephone conversations difficult to understand?

CapTel™ Captioned Telephone and the
captioning service provided by INTRAC

The Amplified
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