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Annual food bank drive comes at | critical time

Holiday campaign boosted by $20,000 match

By MARK MILLER

The Wells County Food Bank has had
kind of a “double-whammy” this year.

“Between inflation and a mysterious drop
in donations so far this year,” said Mick
Cupp, who has handled the financial end
of the food bank since at least 1985, “this
year’s holiday campaign is more important
than it’s been for many years.”

Meanwhile, the number of families who
have come to the agency on South Main
Street has seen a significant increase in the
past month or so.

“We don’t know why,” shared Connie
Kaehr, who has overseen the troop of vol-
unteers. The food bank had been averag-
ing about 150 families per month until that
number ballooned to more than 200 this
month.

Thus, the two agreed, the continued
matching challenge grant of $20,000 for
donations made between now and Christmas
answers another prayer.

“] don’t want to be an alarmist, and I
don’t want to use the word ‘critical,”” Cupp
continued, “but we’re hoping and pray-
ing that the community will come through
again. They always have.”

This will be the 38th consecutive year
that an anonymous local donor has come
through with a matching grant offer. For
years, it had been a $10,000 challenge and
had fluctuated between the two amounts for
a few years.

There had been no lack of concern when
that donor passed away a few years ago.
However, another person has since stepped
up to fill that void.

“You know, that has happened several
times,” Kaehr told a group of Bluffton Rota-
ry Club members who had come to tour the
facilities Tuesday.

A heart for service

Renkenberger settles into role as
director of United Way of Wells County

By JONATHAN SNYDER

As the recently hired director of United Way of Wells

She shared two instances when a major
source of food donations had dried up, only
to have another option come along.

“We’ve been blessed in so many ways,”
she said. That includes, she quickly added,
the host of volunteers who make the food
bank possible.

Cupp agreed, noting that the commu-
nity has met that match every year. “We are
blessed,” Cupp added. “We have practically
Zero operating expenses.”

With the building and the utilities on
South Main Street donated along with all the
labor to keep the operation functioning, the
only expense besides buying groceries is the
liability insurance.

“I think it figures out to about 0.002 per-
cent,” Cupp said.

And it’s the grocery expenses that have
driven up the costs. While many grocery
items and clothing items are donated by
local individuals, churches and schools, the
food bank must purchase the bulk of what
they give away.

“We used to spend maybe three of four
thousand dollars per month on buying
what we need,” Kaehr explained. “Now
it’s not unusual for that monthly bill to top
$6,000.”

The purchases are made primarily from
Kroger and Troyer’s market in Berne, both
of which “give us very nice discounts,”
Cupp said.

“We continue to see some new faces each
week,” Kaehr noted, “And there are fami-
lies who stop coming and that’s a good thing
because we figure they don’t need our help
any more.”

Clients must have a referral from the wel-
fare office in order to receive food and cloth-

ing items, Kaehr said.
(Continued on Page 2)

County, Ben Renkenberger finds everyday opportunities to
connect with and improve the community he has grown to
love.

For an organization deeply rooted in Bluffton, it can be
intimidating to step into the role, but Renkenberger is no
stranger to nonprofits. He’s worked at them for many years,
serving as an executive youth pastor in Huntington County,
working with women in recovery in Alabama and founding
a youth mentorship program for developing future leaders,
called Collaborative Inc.

His experience across the country gives United Way a
different outlook on how they can serve, according to the
chair of the board, Jessica Bricker.

“With Ben, we loved his passion for people ... He brings
a lot of unique experiences and unique backgrounds with
nonprofits to give UW a new perspective,” said Bricker.

Renkenberger is diving straight for the heart of the com-
munity, attending chamber meetings, ribbon cuttings, and
other events to get to know others. He does this in combina-
tion with the standard workplace campaigning he does with
different corporations.

“What I am ... is an incredibly relational person who
wants you to do better, whatever that looks like,” Renken-
berger said.

Despite Renkenberger living in Huntington, he has
quickly grown fond of the community Bluffton provides.
He’s been amazed at the support and feedback from Bluff-
ton and he desires to do right by them.

Ben Renkenberger joined United Way of Wells County as
director in May. (Photo by Sydney Kent)

“I really love Bluffton,” added Renkenberger. “For what-
ever reason, people here are just nicer, they care more, are
community-minded, generous, all the things that matter.”

Renkenberger’s love for others comes from his faith

(Continued on Page 2)

Alarge group of volunteers
were busy servicing clients at
the Wells County Food Bank
Tuesday afternoon. Since
the pandemic, a process has
been established to protect
both clients and volunteers.
Above, volunteers Susan
Harris, Gale Reinhard and
Ann Isch fill an order that a
client has completed; at right,
volunteers Phil Stoller and
Mike Meade place the order
in the client’s car. (Photos by
Mark Miller)

Retailers offer
bigger Black
Friday discounts

By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
and ALEXANDRA OLSON
AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Shoppers venturing out to malls
and stores on Black Friday found perks from champagne to
virtual reality experiences and old-fashioned doorbusters, as
retailers tried to entice customers who are resisting splurges
and impulse buying this year.

Consumers are under pressure as their savings dwindle
and their credit card debt grows. Inflation has eased but
many goods and services like meat and rent are still far
higher than they were three years ago.

Yvonne Carey, 72, was among the first shoppers at
Macy’s Herald Square store in Manhattan where she
snapped up discounted Michael Kors slippers and Ugg
boots for herself. But Carey said she plans to stick to the
same $1,000 budget as last year as she shops for gifts for her
six grandchildren and her husband.

Many retailers ordered fewer goods for this holiday sea-
son and pushed holiday sales earlier in October than last year
to help shoppers spread out their spending, a trend that accel-
erated during the pandemic when clogs in the supply net-
work. But this year, retailers said more shoppers were willing
to wait until the last minute in hopes of finding better deals.

“In this economy it’s really hard. We had to save some

(Continued on Page 2)

Maui residents wonder if their burned town can be made safe

The answer? No one knows

enue back,” said Skousen. “It

nity. But the raw data isn’t easy to

The rubble left behind includes

By REBECCA BOONE
Associated Press

When Daniel Skousen scrubs at
the ash and soot covering his Maui
home, he worries about the smell.

What chemicals created the
burning-trash-barrel scent that has
lingered since a deadly wildfire
tore through Lahaina in August?
Should he believe government
agencies’ assessment of when the

air, land and water will be safe
enough for his family to return?

Or will political and economic
pressures to rebuild and restore
Maui’s robust tourism industry —
where visitors normally spend $14
million per day — lead officials to
look at any testing results through
rose-colored glasses?

“It appears very important to
them to get that tourism tax rev-

makes you wonder if the testing
will be biased.”

The fire blew out Skousen’s
windows and filled his home with
ash, but the building is still stand-
ing, and he hopes someday to
move back in. The home next door
burned to the ground.

Skousen wants a second opinion
on any government environmental
assessments, preferably from an
expert with a stake in the commu-

find, and experts say the long-term
health effects from fires like the one
that incinerated Lahaina are mostly
unknown. There are no national
standards that detail how clean is
clean enough for a residential home
damaged by a nearby fire.

At least 100 people died in the
Aug. 8 wildfire, and thousands
were displaced. Nearly 7,000 were
still in short-term lodging two
months later.

electrical cables, plastic pipes and
vehicle tires that emit dangerous
dioxins when burned; lead from
melted vehicles or old house paint;
and arsenic-laden ash from ter-
mite-resistant building materials.
After a major wildfire burned
1,000 homes in Boulder County,
Colorado, in 2021, health officials
learned that even professionally
remediated homes were often still
(Continued on Page 2)
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Food bank drive

(Continued from Page 1)

While the food bank
began more than 40
years ago, first located
in a downtown building,
Cupp and his wife Con-
nie became involved in
1985 and Kaehr has been
involved for more than 20
years, “we don’t recall any
year quite like this one,”
Cupp said.

In addition to the holi-
day fund drive, the food
bank is dependent on dona-
tions that come in through-
out the year. It is “about a
50 percent drop” in what
they’ve received so far this
calendar year that has Cupp

concerned. That does not
make either Cupp or Kaehr
become discouraged, how-
ever.

“We have such a won-
derful crew,” Kaehr said,
“and this community comes
through every year.”

“We are so thank-
ful for what we get,” she
continued. “The schools,
the churches — it’s pretty
amazing.”

Donations can be sent
to the Wells County Food
Bank, P.O. Box 186, Bluff-
ton IN 46714. The food
bank is located at 1254 S.
Main St. in Bluffton.

miller@news-banner.com

Wells County Food Bank coordinator Connie Kaehr, left,
shares some statistics about the agency’s operations with Jor-
dan Arnold and Lee VonGunten, two members of the Bluffton
Rotary Club, which toured the facilities Tuesday. (Photo by

Mark Miller)

Heart for service

(Continued from Page 1)

background. He believes that loving
others well is not just about being a
pastor and preaching to others.

“If you do it right you’re a social
worker, or helping a food bank or
building a house,” said Renkenberger.
“I want to alleviate the suffering of oth-
ers and treat them better than I’ve been
treated by any other neighbor.”

While his love for the community is
deep-rooted, the distance has its draw-
backs, mainly a lack of opportunity for
casual conversation according to Ren-
kenberger.

“Being able to just shut work off
and go home is great ... but it doesn’t
afford you the casual opportunity to
run into someone at a ball game,” said
Renkenberger. “How do I continue
to be who I am in a community that I
know wants to know me, and I want to
know them desperately?”

Another challenge for Renken-
berger, according to Bricker, is the
size of Bluffton’s community. Smaller

communities lead to smaller budgets
for United Way, but Bricker remains
encouraged with his drive to see the
community get the funding and help it
needs.

“When he has a seat at the table,
he’s fighting for the smaller agencies
to have representation across the state,”
explained Bricker.

United Way’s local focus is on early
childhood education, a legacy that
Renkenberger seeks to carry well. The
new “Bookends” program, designed
to help kindergartners struggling with
numeracy and literacy, is a linchpin in
United Way’s status that Renkenberger
wants to continue in the coming years
even though he came in after it started.

“For it to be a brand new program

.. and for all four elementary schools
to be involved, that’s huge,” Renken-
berger said.

This mindset carries over into other
programs that Renkenberger oversees.
Renkenberger wants to improve the
programs that United Way Wells pro-

vides, from the faith fund that serves
families struggling with utilities, to the
early childhood education needs in the
community.

“I want to continue to expand into
the things that we are already doing
well ... and make a bike path into a
two-lane highway,” said Renkenberger.

Renkenberger recognizes the chal-
lenges and the goodness of the Bluff-
ton community. Although seeing peo-
ple suffering is tough, Renkenberger’s
desire to help others and love the com-
munity pushes him forward.

Renkenberger concluded, “If we
go about living this life where it’s just
making our cookie cutter white picket
fence, where we’re making enough
to buy a boat and have a retirement
and a legacy of a life insurance policy
for our children we are missing it all.
Yes, those things are great, and who’s
to say I don’t want that, but if that’s
all I’'m chasing, I’'m missing every-
thing.”

Jjonathan@news-banner.com

Black Friday deals

(Continued from Page 1)

gift cards. We’ve been sav-
ing for like months ahead, to
try and make it work, keep it
normal,” said Damaris Fay
Bayard, shopping with her
husband and daughter at a
mall in Metairie, Louisiana.

Gone are the Black Fri-
days of years ago when cus-
tomers would stand in line
for hours in the middle of
the night, or brawls would
break out over high demand
items. But Black Friday
shopping remains a favor-
ite tradition for many, and
retailers tried to reward dev-
otees with steeper discounts
and other surprises.

“Tradition every year,
get up at four o’ clock, eat
breakfast and come in the
mall and shop all day,” said
Martha Stewart, singing and
giddily looking through her
shopping bags at Lakeside
Shopping Center in Metarie.

Nearby, Jenell Rayford
was delighted when workers
at Lakeside popped cham-
pagne for shoppers.

“I have champagne and
a new pair of shoes in my
hand,” Rayford said. “I just
wasn’t expecting all of this.”

At Macy’s Herald Square
store, the Disney Princess
shop had augmented reality
allowing delighted young-
sters to virtually step into
one of the princess dresses.
Shoppers who streamed in
soon after the doors opened
at 6 a.m. were greeted with
discounts of between 40
percent and 60 percent on
footwear, handbags and dia-
mond jewelry.

“The customer is under
pressure. You see it with

what is going on in luxury.
That is a recent develop-
ment,” Macy’s CEO Jeff
Gennette said in an interview
with The Associated Press,
adding that shoppers across
all income levels are “more
discerning about how they
are spending their budget.”
About 12,000 custom-
ers showed up at Mall of
America in Bloomington,
Minnesota, in the first hour
of its 7 a.m. opening — 20
percent more than last year,
said Jill Renslow, executive
vice president of business
development and marketing
for the shopping center. She
said she expects sales to be
up anywhere from 3 percent
to 4 percent at the mall.
Stephen Lebovitz, CEO
of mall operator CBL Prop-
erties, also said traffic was
similar or better on Friday
compared with a year ago
based on a spot check of 18
of its 54 malls. He said more
stores brought back door-
buster discounts, a Black
Friday hallmark before the
advent of online shopping.
Palmetto Moon gave out
$25 gift cards to the first 50
people in line, while JCPen-
ney gave out 200 discount
cards every four hours.
Consumers spent $5.6
billion on Thanksgiv-
ing Day, when most of the
major stores like Macy’s and
Kohl!’s closed and shoppers
focused on online shopping,
according to Adobe Ana-
lytics, which tracks online
spending. That was up 5.5
percent compared with a
year ago. For the first 23
days of November, con-
sumers spent $76.7 billion

online, up 6.8 percent from
the same period a year ago.
Online sales on Black Fri-
day are expected to bring in
$9.6 billion, up 5.7 percent
compared with the year-ago
period, Adobe said.

The National Retail Fed-
eration, the nation’s largest
retail trade group, expects
shoppers will spend more
this year than last year, but
their pace will slow.

The group has forecast
that U.S. holiday sales will
rise 3 percent to 4 percent
for November through
December, compared with
5.4 percent growth a year
ago. The forecast is consis-
tent with the average annu-
al holiday increase of 3.6
percent from 2010 to pre-
pandemic 2019. Americans
ramped up spending during
the pandemic, with money
in their pockets from federal
relief checks and nowhere to
go during lockdowns.

Online discounts should
be better than a year ago,
particularly for toys, elec-
tronics and clothing, accord-
ing to Adobe. It predicts toys
will be discounted on aver-
age by 35 percent, compared
with 22 percent a year ago,
while electronics should see
30 percent cuts, compared
with last year’s 27 percent.
In clothing, shoppers will
see an average discount of
25 percent, compared with
19 percent last year.

Analysts consider the
five-day Black Friday week-
end — which includes the
Monday after the holiday
known as Cyber Monday —
a key barometer of shoppers’
willingness to spend.
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This year, “it has been
slow,” said Gabriella Santan-
iello, founder of A Line Part-
ners, an independent retail
research firm in Los Angles,
who had a network of asso-
ciates scoping out malls and
stores in Dallas, Philadel-
phia, Orlando, Florida and
other parts of the country
on Friday. “They’re getting
out to shop. But I don’t think
they’re buying as much.”

Worker unrest and pro-
tests over the Israel-Gaza
war clouded the shopping
experience in some parts of
the world. Pro-Palestinian
activists staged Black Fri-
day protests Los Angeles
and Washington. In Europe,
the UNI Global Union said
it organized “Make Amazon
Pay” strikes and protests in
30 countries. Amazon said
the strikes would not affect
customers.

Black Friday is expected
as usual to be the busiest
shopping day of the year,
according to Sensormatic
Solutions, which tracks store
traffic.

But some shoppers who
returned to stores for Black
Friday for the first time in
years were unimpressed by
the size of the crowds and
the quality of the discounts.

Samuel Alvez, 44, and
his wife bought two com-
puter monitors and a pres-
sure cooker at a Walmart in
Germantown, Maryland, but
came away disappointed in
the discounts during their first
Black Friday outing in years.

“Back in the day, they
had these good deals in
stores,” Alvez said. “Now,
we don’t see that anymore.

FAST,
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Weather

Saturday, November 25, 2023
(24-hour observations at 8:51 p.m. Friday)
High: 36; Low: 25; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.28

feet at 8:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast

Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 40. East wind

around 5 mph.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 25. East
wind around 5 mph becoming south after midnight.

Sunday: Rain, possibly mixed with snow showers,
becoming all rain after 4 p.m. High near 39. Southwest wind
5 to 15 mph. Chance of precipitation is 80 percent. Little or
no snow accumulation expected.

Sunday Night: A slight chance of rain and snow show-
ers before 10 p.m., then a slight chance of snow show-
ers between 10 p.m. and 1 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 24. West wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as
25 mph. Chance of precipitation is 20 percent.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 32.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 18.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 34.

Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 20.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 40.

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 23.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 44.

Thursday Night: A slight chance of showers. Mostly

cloudy, with a low around 29.

Friday: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high

near 47.

Maui residents

(Continued from Page 1)
polluted with ash, char and
other toxic substances long
after the fire, said Bill Hayes,
the county’s air quality pro-
gram coordinator.

The reason? High winds
— like those that plagued
Maui during the wildfire
this summer — forced fine
particulate matter into every
crevice, Hayes said. Those
particulates would sit inside
window panes, behind light
switches, between shingles
and elsewhere until the
winds started up again, re-
contaminating the home.

“Char is a carcinogen, so
we don’t ever say any level of
those particulates are safe,”
Hayes said. “That became
a challenge in the cleanup
— determining the level of
when is it clean enough?”’

State and federal agen-
cies have released regular
updates on Lahaina’s rela-
tive safety. The water in
much of the town is still
unsafe to drink, and visitors
have been advised to use
protective gear in impacted
areas. Officials say pregnant
people and kids should stay
out of the burn zone, though
the Hawaii Department of
Education says the schools,
which are above the burned
part of town, are safe.

Crews have installed air
quality monitors throughout
town and are spraying a soil
sealant to prevent toxic ash
from being washed into the
ocean or blowing around.

An attorney representing
Skousen and about two dozen
other Lahaina residents sent a
public records request to the
Environmental Protection
Agency last month asking for
all records regarding residen-
tial testing of contaminants in
Lahaina and their impact to
human health.

The EPA’s reply, sent ear-
lier this month, wasn’t reas-
suring: “No records could
be located that are respon-
sive to your request.”

EPA spokesman Kellen
Ashford told The Associated
Press his agency did some
environmental hazard testing
in the burn zone, but only
to determine the immediate

risk for workers involved in
the initial cleanup.

He referred further ques-
tions about such testing to
the Hawaii Department of
Health, which he said was
responsible for determining
longer-term safety for resi-
dents.

The Hawaii Department
of Health’s Environmental
Health Services Division
also told Skousen’s attorney
it had no records about resi-
dential testing of contami-
nants to release.

The Health Department
declined interview requests.
Spokesman Shawn Hama-
moto said in an email the
department will pursue addi-
tional air quality and ash
testing when the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers begins
removing debris from
Lahaina.

“I think that they’re play-
ing ‘hide the ball,”” said
Skousen’s attorney, Edward
Neiger. “The question is,
why do they feel the need to
hide anything?”

Ashford acknowledged
some residents are skeptical
of the cleanup efforts. He
said the EPA has people sta-
tioned at the Lahaina Civic
Center and at work sites to
talk to community members
about their concerns.

Andrew Shoemaker, a fine
art photographer who oper-
ated a gallery on Lahaina’s
famous Front Street, believes
it’s an important part of heal-
ing to go back to the burned
areas to see what is left, but
he has recently had a lung
infection and doesn’t want to
risk his health.

“I don’t even want to
take the chance of going
over there,” he said.

Dioxins, toxic com-
pounds that can be released
when plastic pipes, tires and
other household materials
are burned, are a particu-
lar concern for Shoemaker.
Dioxins can last for decades
inside the human body, and
can cause reproductive and
developmental problems,
damage the immune system,
interfere with hormones and
cause cancer, according to the
World Health Organization.
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Indiana abortions drop
steeply after ban goes into
effect — but don't hit zero

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana abortions plummeted to low
double-digits after a near-total ban went into
effect over the summer, according to data
from the state’s health department.

Abortion clinics stopped providing the
procedures August 1, although the ban
officially took hold on August 21. The
law, which strips clinics of their licenses,
includes several narrow exceptions: for the
mother’s life or physical health, fatal fetal
anomalies, and victims of rape or incest.

Only hospitals or hospital-owned surgi-
cal centers can perform abortions. Many
hospitals are religiously affiliated and don’t
offer abortions at all.

IDOH received 355 terminated preg-
nancy reports in August. That’s a 66 percent
decrease from the 1,046 filings in August
2022, according to an IDOH annual report.

Under state law, a Hoosier health care
provider must file a terminated pregnancy
report within 30 days of performing abor-
tion, or within three days if the patient is
under 16 years old. That means many of
the August reports were for abortions that
occurred in July.

The number of filings dropped further
after providers filed their last pre-ban termi-
nated pregnancy reports.

IDOH received just 13 filings in Sep-
tember and 12 in October — 98 percent and
97 percent decreases from the 737 and 447
reports filed during those months last year.

But abortions didn’t hit zero, in contrast
to a widely cited study this month by the
Guttmacher Institute, an organization that
supports access to the procedures.

The institute estimated a 100 percent
drop in abortions to zero in Indiana, but at a
50 percent uncertainty interval. To generate
the estimates, the institute uses a statistical
model that combines information from sam-
ples of providers with historical data.

“While Terminated Pregnancy reports
are not medically necessary, they do reveal
what we know to be true: exemptions are a

right in name only,” said Rebecca Gibron,
CEO of Planned Parenthood of Indiana.

“This threat to our access to health care
underscores the importance of Planned
Parenthood and Women’s Med currently
blocked from providing — safe spaces where
patients can get accurate information to
make informed choices, unbiased by ideolo-
gy or fear of political consequences,” Gibron
continued. “It’s imperative that patients have
options when they are turned away in their
most vulnerable moments of need.”

Anti-abortion group Indiana Right to
Life didn’t immediately return a request for
comment.

When a full quarterly report is issued in
late December, Hoosiers will be able to see
what exceptions providers cite to perform
the procedures, where they’re occurring and
more.

Two lawsuits against the ban are ongoing.

One relies on Indiana’s Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act and several plaintiffs
who argue their religions allow or even
require abortions in some cases. A fed-
eral judge last month dismissed a separate
attempt to use that law against the ban.

The other — an amended complaint —
draws on the state’s constitution to argue the
law’s wording is impermissibly strict and
the ban on clinics is unnecessary. A hearing
has been set for May.

“The current hospital requirement makes
abortion even more inaccessible because
only a few hospitals currently provide abor-
tion care, they are concentrated in the India-
napolis region, and they typically do so at
much higher costs than abortion clinics,
where nearly all abortions occurred before
the ban,” said Gibron, whose organization is
a plaintiff in the case.

“This can mean patients have increased
travel times, harmful delays, even more
expensive care, and in dire cases, even
death. We also know that patients who meet
exemptions allowed under the ban are being
turned away from hospitals,” she added.
“This is barbaric.”

Statehouse dome closed to tours

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A structural engineering study completed
in January 2023 quietly closed the iconic
dome of the Indiana Statehouse to tours last
year due to safety concerns, according to the
Indiana Department of Administration.

The dome, which has its own lapel pin,
is one of the most celebrated parts of the
Statehouse and includes 256 panels of col-
ored glass, as detailed by the agency online.
But the agency didn’t indicate any plans
to reopen the 19th-century structure in the
coming years.

The emblematic feature atop the State-
house includes several architectural ele-
ments, including a cupola, which is the
smaller structure on top of the dome. The
visually striking stained glass dome sits
under this outer feature and a skylight, and
is just above the central rotunda.

“In 2022, IDOA conducted a struc-
tural engineering study to review the steel
infrastructure of the State House dome
to include all steel staircases, supports,
brackets and other supports,” said gover-
nor’s office spokeswoman Erin Murphy on
behalf of IDOA. “As a result of the study,
IDOA determined there needed to be limited
access to the dome for safety concerns and
therefore ended group tours.”

Access to the dome

Prior to the study — the first structural
assessment of the dome that the agency is
aware of — IDOA gave small, scheduled
tours to Statehouse staff, legislators, interns
and more.

Dome visitors spell out their names in
the dust on the stained glass of the Indiana
Statehouse dome. (2014 photo from Niki
Kelly/Indiana Capital Chronicle)

“We do not foresee the dome being
reopened for tours in the near future. The
structure was not designed for multiple peo-
ple accessing the space at one time,” Mur-
phy continued. “The intent was for main-
tenance access only. Also, building codes
today were not in place when the State
House was constructed so there are several
code issues related to safety that are a con-
cern.”

IDOA said its facilities management

staff, HVAC contractors and fire alarm con-
tractors have access to the dome, which is
barred by card readers to limit individual
access.

Inside the dome, visitors would use
markers to sign their names on the outer
walls and, on the other side of the beautiful
stained glass, some would spell their names
out in dust with their fingers.

Not just a dome

The Statehouse on Capitol Street in Indi-
anapolis is actually the state’s third, follow-
ing the first Statehouse in Corydon and an
earlier building at its current location — the
latter of which was demolished to make way
for the current edifice that opened in 1888.
It cost $2 million to construct at the time.

The Statehouse count doesn’t include
Indiana’s territorial seat of government in
Vincennes, where the original capitol build-
ing still stands. After Indiana became a state
in 1816, Corydon became the state seat of
government. The first 40-square-foot State-
house, built from Indiana limestone, also
still stands.

The state capital moved to Indianapolis
in 1821.

The four-story structure in the Renais-
sance Revival style uses Indiana limestone
along with marble for the flooring and gran-
ite for the columns.

The Indiana Department of Natural
Resources nominated the building to the
National Register of Historic Places in 1975
and three years later the dome was reclad in
copper, as it had been originally — accord-
ing to an archived page from IDOA.

A massive interior renovation in the
1980s under Gov. Robert Orr honored the
building’s centennial anniversary. It cost $11
million. As part of that effort, broken panes
of glass in the dome were replaced, fixing
an ongoing leak.

“To ensure that light filtered evenly
through the dome to the floor of the rotunda
more than 100 feet below, workers painted
the interior surface of the outer dome with
highly reflective white epoxy paint and
added artificial light behind the glass,”
another archived IDOA page read. “As a
result, the colors of the interior dome glow
richly even on cloudy days.”

Bodies of 2 men found after small plane
crashes near central Indiana airport

FAIRLAND, Ind. (AP)
— Two men have died after
a small plane crashed in

Administration and the
National Transportation

Safety Board are investigat-
ing the crash.

central Indiana.

First responders were
called to a field around 5
p.m. Wednesday in Fair-
land near the Shelbyville

Just

Where there is prices from the past and

Threads and More

a SALE every day!

Municipal Airport, about

25 miles southeast of
Indianapolis, state police
said.

They saw heavy smoke
coming from the plane. The
body of one man was found
after the fire was extin-
guished. The body of a sec-
ond man later was located in
the wreckage.

The plane's origination
and destination were not
immediately known.

The Federal Aviation

A Famlly Fashlon

CLOSEOUT Company
Find us at 1220 S. Main Street, Bluffton
Monday thru Friday 10am-6pm

And Saturday 11lam-4pm
Across from (A Perfect Blend Flower Shop)
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Destination Recreation

I hope by now that we have all come
out of our Thanksgiving dinner food
comas and are ready to start thinking
about the upcoming Christmas season.
We have many opportunities to spend
time with the family, creating lasting holi-
day memories.

Parents of little ones, mark your calen-
dars for Toddler Story Time with Mrs.
Claus on Dec. 14 at 11 a.m. Toddlers are
invited to listen to stories told by Mrs.
Claus, take part in some fun winter craft
activities, and enjoy burning off some
energy in a bounce house!

Santa has scheduled his annual trip to
the Bluffton City Gym Thursday, Dec. 14,
from 5:30-7 p.m. Bring the kids to Win-
ter Wonderland to play games, jump in
a bounce house, and tell Santa what they
would like for Christmas. Enter the glass
door on the west side of City Hall (128 E
Market) for this free event.

Happy Pawlidays! The Bluffton Parks
Department invites you and your pet to
the annual Paws and Claus Wednesday,
Dec. 13, from 5:30-7 p.m. in the Bluffton
City Gym. Bring your camera to snap a
photo of your pet with Santa. Pets will
receive free treats and must be clean and
leashed. If your pet-friendly business or
organization would like to participate as
a vendor at Paws and Claus, please email
events@blufftonindiana.gov for free table
space. Questions call 824-6069.

The Parks Department was happy to
be on the Parlor City Christmas Plan-
ning Committee again this year. Join
us for a fun, family-friendly festival
throughout downtown Bluffton Saturday,
Dec. 9.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

e 8-10 a.m. — Breakfast—cost $11
(American Legion)

* 8-11 am. — Breakfast with Santa—
donation (Masonic Lodge)

* 9:30-1:45 p.m. — Cookie Walk Ben-
efiting Grace & Mercy (The Lounge)

* 9:30 a.m.-1:45 p.m. — Musical
Entertainment featuring Studio 88, Jea-
nette S. Lundeen Music Studio, Creative
Arts School of Music, Tammy Ray Piano
Studio, and Gretchen Steffen’s piano stu-
dents

* 10 a.m.-2 p.m. — Wood Carvings
by Ryan Frauhiger of Forrest Carvings;
warm up by the outdoor fire on the patio
and enjoy a Pinewood Derby track (Wells
County Commerce & Visitors Centre —
211 W. Water St.)

K. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. — Parlor City Shop-

4 Bluffton Parks
News Notes

Rec

ping Fair—shop local
with 35+ artisans and
vendors (Wells County
Commerce & Visitors Centre)

* 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. — Trolley Rides
(stops at the library, Historical Museum,
Wells County Commerce & Visitors Cen-
tre, and Market St.)

* 10 a.m.-5 p.m. — Christmas at the
Mansion (Wells County Historical Muse-
um)

e 11 am.-12 p.m. — Owl and Raptor
Demonstration (100 block of W. Market
St.)

¢ Live Reindeer (100 block of W. Mar-
ket St.)

e 11 am.-2 p.m. — Sentimental Jour-
neys horse-drawn wagon rides (Start
from the Wells County Public Library)

* Goodie Walk—free food & treats by
local businesses throughout Downtown
Bluffton

e Connect 4 Basketball (100 block of
W. Market St.)

e Santa photos — free pictures by Bur-
man Photography (Hosted at Parlor Stu-
dios — 224 W. Market St.)

e NeuEnchanted Expressions Face
Painting by Carissa free face-painting
(Wells County Commerce & Visitors
Centre)

* A Balloon Above — free balloon
animals (209 W Market)

e Jessica Shoemaker Events — free
photo booth (209 W Market)

e Traveling carolers, a snowman
character, and photo cutouts throughout
downtown

* Princess Meet and Greet

* Busted Haft Ax throwing

e Crafts, goodies, and mini organ con-
certs at 11:15 am., 12:15 p.m., and 1:15
pm.

e 11 a.m.-evening — Live Nativity
(Dutch Mill Plaza)

* 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. — White Christ-
mas by the Creative Arts Performance
Company — admission adults $15; $10
children under 12 (Life Community
Church Auditorium — 428 S. Oak St.)

6-9 p.m. — Wonderland of Lights—
entry donation (Ouabache State Park)

Throughout the Day

* Vote on your favorite in the Window
Decorating Contest

e Read a winter story at the Story-
Walk® at Pickett’s Run Park

For more information, contact the Par-
lor City Christmas committee at parlor-
citychristmas@gmail.com.

By Brandy
Fiechter

Have a great week!

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and
Ossian Journal publishes
“basic” obituaries free of
charge for “local” deaths.
“Basic” obituaries will include
the deceased’s name, age,
community of record, date and

Sl Valors

FAMILY DENTISTRY

place of death, basic genealog-
ical information, the date, time
and location of calling hours
and services and the name of
the funeral home handling
arrangements.

If additional information
and/or a photo is desired to be
included, or if the deceased
does not meet the definitions
of a “local” person, there is a
charge.

Area funeral homes will
provide details on the policy
and will coordinate obituary
publication.

Public Notice

NOTICE
Uniontown Cemetery
Association will be meet-

YOUR SMILE.
OUR PASSION.

Accepting many new insurance plans
including Humana and United Healthcare.
Always accepting new patients. Please call

today to schedule an appointment.

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

(260)-622-4138

www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

EVERY TIME.

ing at Uniontown Church

of Christ, 11419 N. 200 W.,

Ossian, IN for its annual

meeting at 10 a.m. Dec. 2,
2023.

nb. 11/18, 11/25

hspaxlp

Follow us on Twitter at...

twitter.com/newsbanner

Get Ready for Winter.-
Call'and Schedule a

AN ERS%
i

#1

Check Up Today!

Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumblng Serwe

MrKoolHeatingAndAir.com ‘:

(zro) §1 1021

(260) 824-1126 * mrkoolbluffton@gmail.com + 610 N. Main St. Bluffton, IN 46714
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The delicious history
of pumpkin pie

I love pumpkin pie.

It reminds me of so many
happy family gatherings when,
after clearing the Thanksgiv-
ing table, we’d enjoy pumpkin
pie, coffee and deeply satisfy-
ing conversation well into the
evening.

My mother’s pumpkin pie

has a thick, fluffy crust. She
bakes her pies “well done” Tom
with a slight char on the top, Purcell

giving them a unique and deli-
cious oaky flavor.

Lucky for me, I’ve enjoyed her unique pump-
kin pie experience for many years and will do
so again this Thursday.

But after recently learning about the remark-
able history of pumpkin pie, I love it more than
ever.

According to History.com, pumpkin is a fruit
that dates back 10,000 years ago to Central
America, where indigenous people boiled and
baked it in many forms.

After the “New World” was discovered, Eu-
ropean explorers brought pumpkin seeds back
home and cultivated them.

Pumpkin soon became part of “England’s
highly developed pie-making culture, which
had for centuries been producing complex
stuffed pastries in sweet and savory varieties,”
says History.com.

When the Pilgrims arrived in America in
1620, they brought their familiarity with pump-
kins with them.

In fact, says History.com, “A year later, when
the 50 surviving colonists were joined by a
group of 90 Wampanoag for a three-day harvest
celebration, it’s likely that pumpkin was on the
table in some form.”

Without ovens, though, the Pilgrims initially
had no way to make pumpkin pie.

As the Pilgrims flourished in New England,
they preferred “apples, pears, and quince tarts
instead of their former Pumpkin Pies,” wrote
Massachusetts ship captain Edward Johnson in
1654.

This was probably because the process of
turning pumpkin into a pie filling was time-
consuming and laborious. It was much easier
and faster to make a fruit pie.

Perhaps that’s the chief reason pumpkin pie
didn’t catch on in America until 1796 with the
publication of America’s very first cookbook,
“American Cookery,” written by New England
writer Amelia Simmons.

Simmons’ pumpkin pie recipe was unlike any
that came before it. She used eggs, sugar and
cream to create a filling more like custard or
pudding — the delicious filling we enjoy now.

However, it would be years before Simmons’
version of pumpkin pie gained popularity be-
yond the New England region.

That changed in the 1800s as the pumpkin
became a symbol of the anti-slavery movement
in New England.

“Because pumpkins were a crop that grew
easily and required very little labor for cultiva-
tion and harvest, pumpkin farming operated as
the antithesis of the plantation economies of
the South where cash crops like cotton, sugar,
and tobacco were being mass-produced through
exploitative slave labor,” reports YahooNews.

After President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed
Thanksgiving a national holiday in 1863, writ-
ers, such as Sarah Josepha Hale, published
numerous recipes for turkey, stuffing, cranberry
sauce and pumpkin pie, which soon became the
staples of our iconic Thanksgiving feast.

In 1929 Libby’s introduced canned pumpkin-
pie filling, which eliminated the labor-intensive
process of turning pumpkin into custard —
making it easy for everyone to enjoy pumpkin
pie every Thanksgiving.

It took 10,000 years for the pumpkin fruit of
Central America to make it to England, travel
back to America and become a Thanksgiving
staple, but if you ever had a bite of my mother’s
incredible pumpkin pie, you’d know the wait
was worth it.

Tom Purcell is a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor col-
umnist. tom@ TomPurcell.com.

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Saturday, Nov. 25, the 329th day of
2023. There are 36 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On Nov. 25, 2016,
Fidel Castro, who led his rebels to victorious revo-
lution in 1959, embraced Soviet-style communism
and defied the power of 10 U.S. presidents during
his half-century of rule in Cuba, died at age 90.

On this date:

In 1783, the British evacuated New York during
the Revolutionary War.

In 1914, baseball Hall of Famer Joe DiMaggio
was born in Martinez, California.

In 1947, movie studio executives meeting in New
York agreed to blacklist the writers, producers and
directors known as the “Hollywood Ten,” who had
been cited for contempt of Congress the day before.
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We again, earlier this month, entered the season of
gratitude. You remember gratitude, don’t you? It was
what we expressed before we became entitled.

It began with the observance of Veterans Day, during
which many thanked those who served in the military
and have protected our freedoms. Next was Thanks-
giving, when some people have paused to thank God
for the many blessings He has bestowed on America,
despite our rebellion against His commands. Even given
the culture rot and political turmoil we are experiencing,
there is still much for which to be thankful. Then comes
Christmas when gratitude to God for His ultimate Gift
seems to be increasingly diminished by the secular.

The height (or depth) of ingratitude is being exposed
in large demonstrations across the world. As the anti-
Israel and anti-Jewish protesters say vulgar things about
the Jewish people and call for the elimination of the
democratic Jewish state, they might benefit from hav-
ing the contributions of Jews explained to them. Those
contributions have contributed to a better society and
world.

It was the Jews who gave us the Talmud, or Old
Testament, which is full of information about God and
wisdom for how we can live successful lives. A Jew —
Jesus of Nazareth — is introduced in what Christians
call the New Testament and lays out His plan for the
salvation of all who believe in Him.

Given their small percentage of the population, Jews
have excelled in many fields for which everyone should
be grateful. A short list can’t cover them all.

There was physicist Albert Einstein, Jonas Salk
(creator of the first polio vaccine), Albert Sabin (oral
polio vaccine), Galileo (discovered the speed of light,
among other things), Selman Waksman (Streptomy-
cin and coined the word antibiotic), Gabriel Lipmann
(discovered color photography), Baruch Blumberg (dis-
covered the origin and spread of infectious diseases),
G. Edelman (discovered chemical structure of antibod-
ies), Briton Epstein (identified the first cancer virus),
Maria Meyer (structure of atomic nuclei), Julius Mayer

(father of psychotherapy), Benjamin Disraeli
(British prime minister), [saac Singer (inventor
of the sewing machine), Levi Strauss (largest
maker of denim jeans), Joseph Pulitzer (estab-
lished the famous prize that honors journalists,
literature, music and art), Ben Hecht (journal-
ist, playwright, novelist).

Broadway would be dark and musical the-
ater dead without the contributions of Jews.
These included George and Ira Gershwin,
Oscar Hammerstein, Richard Rodgers, Lorenz
Hart, Kurt Weill, Irving Berlin, Leonard Ber-
nstein, Betty Comden and Adolph Green, Jule
Styne, Neil Simon, Stephen Sondheim, Marvin
Hamlisch, Cy Coleman, John Kander and Fred
Ebb ( Cabaret, Chicago ), and perhaps some lesser
known talents like Charles Strouse ( Bye Bye Birdie,
Annie ) and Stephen Schwartz ( Godspell, Wicked) and
the prolific Cole Porter.

Jewish artists created beauty, sometimes out of trag-
edy. These include Marc Chagall, whose work hangs in
the Israeli Knesset. There are many other Jewish paint-
ers and sculptors.

If you enjoy weekends, credit the Jews (see Exodus
20:8 ). Other contributions made by Jews to society and
culture include the census, animal rights, asylum, equal-
ity under the law, our courts, crop rotation, monetary
damages, and public schools, though they might not
take credit for them today given their declining quality
and growing antisemitism.

A few demonstrators calling for “free Palestine” and
“from the river to the sea,” have been interviewed and
have demonstrated little to no knowledge about the his-
tory of Judaism or the establishment of the Jewish state.
Ignorance allows dictators and terrorists to pursue their
objectives, while a properly informed public preserves
and protects what is important to a free and civilized
society.

If you believe such things are important, offer some
gratitude, not hostility, to the Jews.

Thomas

(discovered law of thermodynamics), Sigmund Freud

Will stars align for Nikki Haley?

The political world spends a lot
of time discussing former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s lead over the
Republican field in national polls
— currently at 45.4%, according
to the RealClearPolitics average of
polls. But, of course, the race will
unfold as a series of state contests,
beginning in lowa on Jan. 15, New
Hampshire on Jan. 23, Nevada on

candidates, “does well”
means “finishes second
to Trump.”) He will then
have eight days to do
well in New Hampshire,
where of course Trump
is also leading. That’s

\ where Haley’s strength
1 could kick in and do

l’ some serious damage to

Feb. 8 and South Carolina on Feb.
24. By then, Republicans should
have a pretty good idea who their
2024 presidential nominee will be.

Of course, Trump is leading in
the early-voting state polls, too — a
29.7-point lead in lowa, a 27-point lead
in New Hampshire and a 30.5-point
lead in South Carolina. Something
big will have to happen for Trump’s
huge leads to disappear. But there is
a secondary race, too — the race to
be the backup nominee should Trump
somehow fail. Right now, the secondary
race appears to be coming down to Ron
DeSantis vs. Nikki Haley, and Haley is
emerging with a strong hand, at least
for the moment.

As is always the case, there’s been a
huge amount of campaigning in
Iowa. It’s important to all the can-
didates, but even more important
to candidates who are slipping
in the polls and see a good finish
in the first-voting state as a way
to revive their fortunes. Cur-
rently, DeSantis is going ““all in”
campaigning in Iowa in a move
widely seen as an indicator that
he believes a poor showing there
would not be survivable.

But here’s the problem with
Iowa, even for candidates who
manage to do well there. It’s been
23 years since a Republican hope-
ful won the Iowa caucuses and
then went on to win the Repub-
lican nomination. You have to go back
to 2000, when George W. Bush won
both the caucuses and the nomination,
to find an Iowa winner who became the
GOP’s standard-bearer.

New Hampshire has been a different
story. In 2016, Trump won the primary
and then the nomination. Mitt Romney
did it in 2012, and John McCain did it
in 2008. The last GOP candidate to lose
the New Hampshire primary but still
win the nomination was Bush in 2000.

Which brings the story back to
DeSantis. Say his efforts pay off and he
does well in Iowa. (As for all the other

DeSantis.
By ron A recent University
York

of New Hampshire poll

found Trump leading
Haley by a 42% to 20%
margin, with Chris Christie in third
place at 14% and DeSantis in fourth
with 9%. News coverage of the poll
focused on Haley’s rise from 12% in
the last UNH poll in September to 20%
today.

New Hampshire voters can reg-
ister as Republican, Democrat or
“undeclared,” and undeclared voters
are allowed to vote in the Republican
primary. The UNH poll showed Haley
doing very well with undeclared voters.
Among registered Republicans, Trump
led Haley by a margin of 55% to 17%

o

— a 38-point lead. Among undeclared
voters, Haley led Trump by a slim mar-
gin of 25% to 24%. In the new poll,
undeclared voters made up 43% of the
group of likely GOP primary voters
surveyed.

Of course, even with the undeclared
support, Haley is still 22 points behind
Trump. But the survey does point to the
importance of undeclared voters in New
Hampshire, and it raises the subject of
mischief voting. In the past, some Dem-
ocrats have urged fellow Democrats to
re-register to undeclared temporarily in
order to vote in the Republican primary.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

On the other side, in 2008, the late Rush
Limbaugh famously created “Operation
Chaos” in which he urged Republicans
to vote in the Democratic primary race
between Barack Obama and Hillary
Clinton.

Now, there are special concerns
about possible mischief voting in the
2024 New Hampshire primary because
President Joe Biden has offended many
in New Hampshire by throwing the
state out of the first group of Demo-
cratic primaries, choosing instead to
start with South Carolina, where Biden
won in 2020. So what will New Hamp-
shire Democrats, facing a new situation
in January, do? Would the Republican
primary be a perfect place for a Demo-
crat to cast a protest vote against Trump
— and for Haley — in the Republican
primary?

Andrew Smith, director of the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire poll, down-
plays the possibility, saying mischief
voting has never been a serious factor in
a New Hampshire primary. “Regarding
independents, very few, about 3% of
voters, move from one party to another
over primary cycles,” Smith said in an

email exchange. “Most indepen-
dents who are really Democrats
will vote in the Democratic pri-
mary or stay at home. It’s hard
enough to get people to vote in
their own party’s primary, let
alone the other party.”
If the New Hampshire Repub-
lican primary were held today,
it seems clear that Haley would
beat DeSantis. And then the cam-
paign would move on to South
Carolina, where Haley happens
to be the former governor and
where she leads DeSantis 18.8%
to 10.5%, according to the Real-
ClearPolitics average of polls. If
a candidate wins New Hampshire
and South Carolina, no matter what
happened in Iowa, that candidate is
probably on the way to the nomination.

Of course, right now, that candidate
looks to be Trump. But the secondary
race is important, too, given Trump’s
legal situation and the always-there
possibility that something weird could
happen in a very unusual Republican
campaign. In that event, the winner
of the secondary race could become
the Republican nominee. And at the
moment, Haley is coming on strong.

Byron York is chief political correspondent
Sfor The Washington Examiner
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A CITY ON A HILL CHURCH
705 W.-900 N.,
Uniondale

10 a.m. - Worship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,
Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)
4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10

a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN
CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service.
10:15 - Adult Bible Class,
Youth Bible Class & Sunday
School. 11:30 - Voice of Beth-
lehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.
10 a.m. - Sunday School.
11 a.m. - Worship. 6 p.m. -
Service.

BLUFFTON
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness

Church)

1309 W. Washington St.
blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 & 6:30 p.m. - Worship.

BOEHMER UNITED
METHODIST
3467 S 600 W,
Liberty Center
boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45 -
Sunday School.

CALVARY
LUTHERAN, ELCA
1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship.

HIDAY

AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

824-0900 General Motors
824-1931 Chrysler

NATIONAL OIL
Delivery to Home
FARM « BUSINESS
824-2220

% Thoma/Rich,
% Lemler

Funeral Home
T WELLS COUNTY'S

OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS

308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN
260-824-3850
www.thomarich.com

NAPA WELLS CO.
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY,

o NC
(NAPR)

643 N. Main St.
Bluffton
WlW. 260-824-4460

MIKEA
ANDERSON

CHEVROLET
FIND
604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN - 622-4115

=

POY POT

126 W. Townley
Bluffton « 824-3330

R Warren Tﬁaﬂnacy@

(260)375-2135 <<
1-800-895-7035
222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.
‘Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

Real Estate

127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN
824-1588

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

CHRISTIAN NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship. 6 p.m. -
Praise & worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.
10 a.m. - Bible Study. 10:45
- Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1
mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:15 - Worship. (Children’s
Church for ages 6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED
BRETHREN
8888S-1100W-90,
Warren
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. -
Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH
OF CHRIST
9 a.m. - Sunday school. 10
a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED
METHODIST
1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:40
a.m. - Sunday School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH
OF GOD
5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 a.m. -
Discipleship.

FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
focbluffton.com
10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF OSSIAN
1001 Dehner Dr.
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 a.m. - Worship. 6:30 -
Service.

FIRST CHURCH
OF CHRIST
909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL class-
es. 10:15 - Worship. 6 p.m.
- Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.
firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/youth &
Adult Sunday School. 10:30 -

Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
(EVANGELICAL)
123 S. Jefferson St., Ossian
www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Adult Sunday
school. 10 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST REFORMED
CHURCH OF BLUFFTON
301 W. Cherry St.

9:15 a.m. - Sunday School.

10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45 -
Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org
9 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E.
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 a.m. -

Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com
8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - Ser-
vice at Main Campus. 9:30 &
11 a.m. - Service, north cam-
pus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 -
Sunday School.

C Ford_

More Than
A Customer...
You're Family

Family
of Bluffton

Ford

A Joytul Noise ...

SO THANKFUL

As colleague Mark Miller
has lamented (in between
digressions), the
Christmas season
tends to steal the holi-
day spotlight from
its meeker, milder
and less-commercial-
friendly kin, Thanks-
giving.

Admittedly, 1
unapologetically
believe people should
celebrate the incarna-
tion of the King of
kings year-round, particularly
with Christmas carols. Still,
in the spirit of the Prince of
Peace, I want to bless those
who prefer the day people
count their blessings (and
stop counting their carbs). I
want to share some Thanks-
giving stories ripe for a cozy
fireplace, pumpkin pie and
some grandchildren.

Sisters Corrie and Betsie
Ten Boom entered their bar-
racks at the Ravensbruck
concentration camp and
walked single file between
the rows of “beds.” Actually,
they walked between wood-
en platforms stacked three
deep, with such a narrow gap
between each one that the sis-
ters couldn’t sit up without
banging their heads on the
one above.

But Corrie sat up and
banged her head anyway
when the first flea bit her.

The sisters quickly
escaped to an aisle, where
Corrie cried, “Betsie, how
can we live in such a place?”

“Show us. Show us how,”
Betsie prayed, and God
responded. Betsie told Corrie
to open the Bible and re-read
the verse they had read ear-
lier. “Rejoice evermore. Pray
without ceasing. In every
thing give thanks: for this
is the will of God in Christ
Jesus ...” Corrie started read-
ing.
“That’s His answer,”
Betsie said before her sister
could finish.

So they thanked God they
were assigned together; they
thanked Him for the Bible,
but when Betsie thanked God
for the fleas, Corrie could not
say amen.

“In every thing give
thanks,” Betsie repeated. “It
doesn’t say, ‘In pleasant cir-
cumstances,” and she again
thanked God — out loud —
for the fleas.

As time passed, the sis-
ters learned they could also
thank God for the apparently
lackadaisical guards. In fact,
the sisters could more read-
ily read Scripture out loud
because these guards didn’t
unexpectedly barge into the
barracks.

And one day, Betsie dis-
covered why, and with a
twinkle in her eye, she told
Corrie.

The guards, Bestie said,
hated the fleas.

During her senior year,
Joni Eareckson Tada asked
God to “really work in my
life.”

And shortly after that
prayer, she dove into a pond,
struck her head, and broke
her neck, paralyzing her body
for the rest of her mortal life.

In the following months,
Tada twice would have killed
herself if she could, later writ-
ing she could never “find pur-
pose or meaning in just exist-
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Baumgartner

ing day after day.”

However, through her
friend’s discipleship, Bible
study, prayer, and
God’s patience, she
slowly stumbled into
a deeper relation-
ship with God, and
she eventually found
meaning without the
routines and accom-
plishments that had
once defined her life.
“When I had been
on my feet, it never
seemed important
that (God) be part of my deci-
sion-making,” she wrote, but
because of her struggles, she
started realizing, “He was,
in fact, my only dependable
reality.

“My life has meaning
when I glorify God,” she
concluded.

Years after the accident,
someone asked Tada if God
paralyzed her — or at least
allowed her to be paralyzed
— because of her stubborn-
ness.

Tada said no, but she
admitted that, considering her
shallow faith before the acci-
dent, “Maybe He knew I’d
be ultimately happier serving
Him.

“If I were still on my feet
... 1 probably would have
drifted through life ... dissat-
isfied and disillusioned.

“I'm really thankful He
did something to get my
attention and change me,”
she said.

A

Three-year-old Amy Car-
michael ran to the mirror one
morning to look at her eyes.
She had asked God the night
before to transform her plain
brown eyes into beautiful
blue eyes, like those of her
mother, who had assured her
that, “God always answers
prayers.”

And God did indeed
answer Amy’s prayers.

He said no.

About 24 years later, Amy
arrived in India to work as
a missionary, and in March
1901, she met Preena.

Preena’s mother had earli-
er sold or given her daughter
to the temple and its Hindu
priests, who often used such
girls as prostitutes. Preena,
though, had ran away and
fled back to her mother, but
her mother forced Preena to
return to the temple.

As punishment, the
women in the temple branded
the 7-year-old’s hands with a
hot iron.

However, Preena dared
to run away again, and this
time, she found a Christian
woman who took the child to
Carmichael.

The two never parted, and
Carmichael knew God had
called her to India to rescue
other temple children.

However, she needed
more than the testimony of a
7-year-old to convince others
to help. She needed to wit-
ness the lives of the temple
children firsthand.

Carmichael then decided
to stain her skin brown, and
she successfully and anony-
mously entered one of the
temples.

However, this disguise
would probably not have
fooled the men and women
there if God had answered
her prayers years ago.

No Indian woman, after
all, had beautiful blue eyes.

baumofchet@gmail .com

LANCASTER CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m. -
Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER
COMMUNITY CHURCH

8:45 a.m. - Choir practice.
9 a.m. - Coffee, donuts, con-
versation. 9:30 - Worship w/
infant nursery & children’s
church. 10:45 - Sunday
School.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.
lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service (Chil-
dren’s programs available).

LIBERTY CENTER
BAPTIST
3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Deacon’s
Prayer. 9 - Sunday School.
9:55 - Fellowship. 10:15 -
Worship.

LIVING WATER
UNITED CHURCH
6486 S 700E, Bluffton

8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 a.m.
- Sunday School. 10 a.m. -
Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL HILL
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.
Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 10:45 - Sabbath School

(Bible study).

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:

¢ E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
* Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton

LIVING FAITH
MISSIONARY
17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 -
Sunday School.

MARKLE CHURCH
OF CHRIST
455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org
9 a.m. - Adult Bible study
groups. 10:30 - Worship.
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

MARKLE RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.
10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St.,
Murray
murraymc.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 a.m.

- Sunday School.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218
10 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship.

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)
8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.
webs.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School &

Adult Bible study. 10 a.m. -
Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1
9:30 - Sunday School.
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org
9:15 a.m. - Bible study.
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org
9 a.m. - Worship, Worship
child care nurse. 10 a.m.
- Fellowship. 10:15 - Adult
Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.
blog.parkub.org
10 a.m. - Connection. 11
a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 -
Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street
8:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH
COMMUNITY CHURCH
36 E. Walnut St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. -
Fellowship. 10:15 - Sunday
School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central
11 a.m. - Worship & the
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
927 N. Main St.
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. - Worship.

SOUTHERN WELLS
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto
9 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. -
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass.
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or by
appointment - Confessions. 5
p.m. - Mass.

Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. -
Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur
stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 -
Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. LUTHERAN
16933 Thiele Rd.
stmarkfw.org
8:45 a.m. - Sunday School.

10 a.m. - Worship.

ST. MARK’S
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St.,
Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 -
Children’s Sunday School.

THE CHURCH AT MCNATT
9221 W 800 S-90,
Montpelier
8:30 a.m. - Coffee fellow-

ship. 9:15 - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1
sonlightwesleyan.org

9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship. Nursery &
Children’s classes available
during Sunday School &
Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.
6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St.,
Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com
9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups.
10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 10
a.m. - Adult & Children’s
Worship.

UNIONDALE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5867 N. Main St.

9 a.m. - Worship.

UNIONTOWN
CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY
WORSHIP CENTER CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St.,
Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday School.
10-10:30 - Fellowship. 10:30

- Worship.

WESTSIDE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
205 S. Adams St.,
Monroe
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15
- Discipleship for adults &
children.

ZANESVILLE COMMUNITY
CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.

9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10
a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED
BRETHREN IN CHRIST
3092 W. Broadway

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. - Worship.
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1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
(260) 824-5940
Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
decaturdentalin.com

Family Ford
of Bluffton
More Than

A Customer...
You're Family

Wg%{%/tmﬂ ~Gute éf SHarnish ,"’V_
li

:\" MEMORIAL CHAPEL
il il
A

A Tradition of Caring

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P Harnish
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3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton ¢ 824-3852
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AUTO « HOME - LIFE « BUSINESS
Perry Gerber
1120 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1237
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Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver
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Day one of Gaza cease-fire sees first swap of hostages, prisoners

RAFAH, Gaza Strip (AP) —
Hamas on Friday released 24
hostages it held captive in Gaza
for weeks, and Israel freed 39
Palestinians from prison in the
first stage of a swap under a four-
day cease-fire that offered a small
glimmer of relief to both sides.

Israel — wrenched by the
abduction of nearly 240 people in
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack that triggered
the war — cheered as 13 Israeli
women and children emerged free
from Gaza. Most were in their
70s or 80s, and the youngest was
a 2-year-old. Also released were
10 people from Thailand and one
from the Philippines.

In Gaza, the truce’s start Fri-
day morning brought the first
quiet for 2.3 million Palestinians
reeling and desperate from relent-
less Israeli bombardment that has
killed thousands, driven three-
quarters of the population from
their homes and leveled residential
areas. Rocket fire from Gaza mili-
tants into Israel went silent as well.

Increased supplies of food,
water, medicine and fuel promised
under the deal began to roll into
Gaza, where U.N. officials had
warned that Israel’s seal on the ter-
ritory threatened to push it to star-
vation.

But relief has been tempered
— among Israelis by the fact that
not all hostages will be freed and
among Palestinians by the brief-
ness of the pause. The short truce
leaves Gaza mired in humanitar-
ian crisis and under the threat that
fighting could soon resume.

Israel says the cease-fire could
be extended if more hostages are
released, and Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s office said it had
received a new list of hostages to be
released by Hamas on Saturday.

But Israel has vowed to resume
its massive offensive once the
truce ends. That has clouded hopes
that the deal could eventually help
wind down the conflict, which has
fueled a surge of violence in the
occupied West Bank and stirred
fears of a wider conflagration
across the Middle East.

FIRST HOSTAGES FREED

Under the deal, Hamas is to
release at least 50 hostages, and
Israel 150 Palestinian prisoners
over the four days. Both sides were
starting with women and children.
Israel said the four-day truce can
be extended an extra day for every
additional 10 hostages freed.

After nightfall Friday, a line of
ambulances emerged from Gaza
through the Rafah Crossing into
Egypt carrying the freed hostages,
as seen live on Egypt’s state-run
Al-Qahera TV. The freed Israe-
lis included nine women and four
children 9 and under.

The released hostages were
taken to three Israeli hospitals for
observation. The Schneider Chil-
dren’s Medical Center said it was
treating eight Israelis — four chil-
dren and four women — and that
all appeared to be in good physical
condition. The center said they were
also receiving psychological treat-
ment, adding that “these are sensi-
tive moments” for the families.

At a plaza dubbed “Hostages
Square” in Tel Aviv, a crowd of
Israelis celebrated at the news.

Yael Adar spotted her mother,
85-year-old Yaffa Adar, in a TV
newscast of the release and was
cheered to see her walking. “That
was a huge concern, what would
happen to her health during these
almost two months,” she told Isra-
el’s Channel 12.

But Yael’s 38-year-old son,

Tamir Adar, remained in captiv-
ity. Both were kidnapped on Oct.
7 from Kibbutz Nir Oz. “Everyone
needs to come back. It’s happiness
locked up in grief.”

The hostages included multiple
generations. Nine-year-old Ohad
Munder-Zichri was freed along
with his mother, Keren Munder,
and grandmother Ruti Munder.
The fourth-grader was abducted
during a holiday visit to his grand-
parents at the kibbutz where about
80 people — nearly a quarter of all
residents of the small community
— are believed to have been taken
hostage.

The plight of the hostages has
raised anger among some families
that the government of Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu was not
doing enough to bring them home.

Hours later, 24 Palestinian
women and 15 teenagers held in
Israeli prisons in the occupied West
Bank and east Jerusalem were freed.
In the West Bank town of Beituna,
hundreds of Palestinians poured out
of their homes to celebrate, honking
horns and setting off fireworks that
light up the nights sky.

The teenagers had been jailed
for minor offenses like throw-
ing stones. The women included
several convicted of trying to stab
Israeli soldiers, and others who
had been arrested at checkpoints in
the West Bank.

Iyas had been taken last year
into “administrative detention,”
without charges or trial and based
on secret evidence. Israel often
holds detainees for months with-
out charges. Most of those who are
tried are put before military courts
that almost never acquit defen-
dants and often don’t follow due
process, human rights groups say.

According to the Palestinian

Prisoners’ Club, an advocacy group,
Israel is currently holding 7,200
Palestinians, including about 2,000
arrested since the start of the war.
CEASE-FIRE TAKES HOLD

Friday’s halt in fighting brought
Gaza’s uprooted population a
moment to catch their breath
after weeks of fleeing for shelter,
searching for food and fearing for
family.

After the truce began Friday
morning, four trucks of fuel and
four trucks of cooking gas entered
from Egypt, as well as 200 trucks
of relief supplies, Israel said.

Israel has barred all imports
into Gaza throughout the war,
except for a trickle of supplies
from Egypt.

Its ban on fuel, which it said
could be diverted to Hamas,
caused a territory-wide blackout.
Hospitals, water systems, bakeries
and shelters have struggled to keep
generators running.

During the truce, Israel agreed to
allow the delivery of 34,340 gallons
of fuel per day — still only a small
portion of Gaza’s estimated daily
needs of more than 1 million liters.

Most of Gaza’s 2.3 million
people are crowded into the south-
ern portion of the territory, with
more than 1 million living in U.N.
schools-turned-shelters. The calm
brought a chance for displaced res-
idents of the south to visit homes
and retrieve some belongings.

But the hundreds of thousands
who evacuated from northern
Gaza to the south were warned
not to return in leaflets dropped by
Israel. Israeli troops hold much of
the north, including Gaza City.

Still, hundreds of Palestin-
ians tried walking north Friday.
Two were shot and killed by
Israeli troops and another 11 were

wounded.

Israel’s northern border with
Lebanon was also quiet on Friday,
a day after the militant Hezbollah
group, an ally of Hamas, carried
out the highest number of attacks
in one day since fighting there
began Oct. 8.

Hezbollah is not a party to
the cease-fire agreement but was
widely expected to halt its attacks.

A LONGER PEACE?

The war erupted when several
thousand Hamas militants stormed
into southern Israel, killing at least
1,200 people, mostly civilians, and
taking scores of hostages, includ-
ing babies, women and older
adults, as well as soldiers.

The hope is that “momentum”
from the deal will lead to an “end
to this violence,” said Majed al-
Ansari, a spokesman for the For-
eign Ministry of Qatar, which
served as a mediator along with
the United States and Egypt.

But hours before it came into
effect, Israeli Defense Minister
Yoav Gallant told troops that their
respite would be short and that the
war would resume with intensity
for at least two more months.

Netanyahu has also vowed
to continue the war to destroy
Hamas’ military capabilities, end
its 16-year rule in Gaza and return
all the hostages.

The Israeli offensive has killed
more than 13,300 Palestinians,
according to the Health Ministry
in the Hamas-run Gaza govern-
ment. Women and minors have
consistently made up around
two-thirds of the dead, though
the latest number was not broken
down. The figure does not include
updated numbers from hospitals in
the north, where communications
have broken down.

Sea turtle nests break records, but global warming threatens survival

INDIAN ROCKS
BEACH, Fla. (AP) — Just
as they have for millions
of years, sea turtles by
the thousands made their
labored crawl from the
ocean to U.S. beaches to
lay their eggs over the past
several months. This year,
record nesting was found
in Florida and elsewhere
despite growing concern
about threats from climate
change.

In Florida, preliminary
state statistics show more
than 133,840 loggerhead
turtle nests, breaking a
record set in 2016. Same for
green turtles, where the esti-
mate of at least 76,500 nests
is well above the previous
mark set in 2017.

High sea turtle nest num-
bers also have been reported
in South Carolina, Alabama,
North Carolina and Georgia,
although not all set records
like Florida, where Jus-
tin Perrault, vice president
of research at Loggerhead
Marinelife Center in Juno
Beach, said the number of
nests is remarkable this year.

“We had more nests than
we had ever seen before on
our local beaches,” said Per-
rault, whose organization
monitors Palm Beach Coun-
ty and broke a local record
by 4,000 nests. “That’s quite
a bit of nesting.”

There are seven species
of sea turtles: loggerhead,
green, leatherback, hawks-
bill, Kemp’s ridley, olive
ridley and flatback. All are
considered either endan-
gered or threatened. They
come ashore on summer
nights, digging pits in the
sand and depositing doz-
ens of eggs before covering
them up and returning to the
sea. Florida beaches are one
of the most important hatch-
eries for loggerheads in the
world.

Only about one in 1,000

sea turtle hatchlings live to
adulthood. They face myri-
ad natural threats, including
predators on land and in the
ocean, disruptions to nests
and failure to make it to the
water after hatching. This
year along one stretch of
Florida’s Gulf Coast where
75 nests had been counted,
most were wiped out by the
surge from Hurricane Idalia
in August.

“Unfortunately, the nests
pre-Idalia were almost all
lost due to the high tides
and flooding on our barrier
islands,” said Carly Oak-
ley, senior turtle conserva-
tion biologist at Clearwater
Marine Aquarium.

Female turtles gener-
ally lay eggs in a three-year
cycle, leading to up-and-
down years of nests, she
said. “The nesting process
is very exhausting and, in
this break, females regain
the energy to do the process
again,” Oakley said.

Climate change has
added to those challenges,
reducing beaches as sea lev-
els rise and causing more
powerful tropical storms.
Hotter air, water and sand
and changes in the ocean
currents turtles use to
migrate also lower the odds
of surviving, according to
Oceana, an international
conservation group.

Sand temperatures play
a major role in determining
sea turtle sex. In general,
warmer temperatures pro-
duce more female turtles,
and sand temperatures are
projected to increase dra-
matically around the world
by 2100, according to
researchers at Florida State
University.

“So the warmer the nest
is, the more likely that nest
is to produce females,” Per-
rault said. “Additionally,
hatchlings that come out
of warmer nests are much
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smaller and often slower.”

A study led by FSU pro-
fessor Mariana Fuentes that
was published recently in
the Global Change Biol-
ogy journal found sea turtles
will have to nest much later
or much earlier than they
currently do to cope with
changing environmental
conditions.

Even that may not be
enough for every species,
said Fuentes, who works in
FSU’s Department of Earth,
Ocean and Atmospher-
ic Science. Turtles have
adapted to altered climates

over millions of years, but
today’s rapid changes could
happen too quickly for them
to evolve, she said.

“We have found that
even if they do change the
timing of their nesting,
that’s not going to be suf-
ficient to maintain the tem-
peratures of current nesting
grounds,” Fuentes said.

Sea turtle mothers
already have to lumber out
of the water to find a good
spot to nest, which can be
difficult in areas where
humans have built seawalls.
Some female turtles make

several attempts, known as
false crawls, before finding
a suitable location.

Racoons, coyotes and
other predators raid the
nests and hatchlings, once
they dig their way out, have
to crawl to the sea before
being snatched up by birds
and other animals. Electric
lights can disorient them,
causing turtles to head the
wrong way on the beach
instead of following light
from the moon and stars.
And when the lucky ones
finally start swimming, hun-
gry fish await.

Discover a new
destination for care.

© 2023 Parkview Health A-23-PPG-49'

Michelle Pate, biolo-
gist at the South Caro-
lina Department of Natu-
ral Resources, said tens of
thousands of hatchlings
don’t make it to the water,
even as nest numbers trend
higher across much of the
Southeast.

“If we can’t get hatch-
lings to emerge and make
it to the ocean, then an
increase in nest numbers
doesn’t help,” she said.

The increase in turtle
nests this year conceals an
ominous future for the ani-
mals, Perrault said.

PARKVIEW
SOUTHWEST




Tigers earn win over
rival Starfires as ACAC

conference play begins

By RYAN WALKER

More shooting woes continued for Bluft-
ton, but everything else was more than enough
to win its conference opener 60-39 over South
Adams Friday night at The Tiger Den.

The win gave Bluffton head coach Doug
Curtis his first in the ACAC as the Tigers’
skipper, who was previously at Adams Cen-
tral, and helped the group improve to a per-
fect 6-0 record.

The Starfires (2-5) lost several key play-
ers last season in a 13-11 showing and
only seven were available in Friday night’s
matchup due to low numbers and injuries.

One of the key losses was Peyton Pries,
by far South Adams’ leading scorer, but her
sister, Macy, returned for her senior year as
the main piece. On Friday night, Bluffton
keyed in on her and kept her quiet for most
of the night. For Curtis, that was crucial for
conference win No. 1.

“I thought going in, as long as we do
what we’re supposed to do, and we do a
good job on Pries, we’ll be fine,” he said.

Pries, who netted her 1,000th career
point in her last game, finished with just two
made shots and a couple of free throws for
eight points. She went 2-10 from the floor
and had to get other teammates Addie Baker
and Laney Trausch involved.

Curtis still thought there could be more
room for improvement from his game plan,
as she had success finding Baker with 13
points and Trausch 10.

“Every time (Pries) gave the ball up, we
were trying to deny her from getting the ball
back,” Curtis said. “I didn’t think we did a
great job of that. but we did enough of a job
to bother her when she did drive, we had
two people on her the whole time. So that
was pretty good.”

Despite the 21-point victory, the Tigers
were 21-55 (39 percent) from the floor, with
most of the baskets from close range and in
transition.

The team made 30 shots at a 44 percent
clip in its previous win over New Haven on
Wednesday, but even then, Curtis has been
emphasizing offense from mid-range and
beyond.

“When you’re talking to kids about
shooting, then they’re feeling more pres-
sure,” Curtis said. “So, they need to try to
not to talk (about it). There’s all kinds of
things going on there. But they know that
they’re not shooting the ball as well as they
want to shoot it, so we tried to shut up and
work on it in practice. But you know, it’s a
pressure thing.”

Like the New Haven game two days
before, the Tigers were cold at the beginning.
They didn’t make their first bucket until a
layup by Isabella Stout at the 3:31 mark.

Haley Gibson added a pair of makes to
respond to the Starfires’ spurt of makes. To
end the quarter, Madyson Sonnigsen nailed
a three to take a 12-10 lead.

At the 3:38 point, South Adams used a
timeout, but Bluffton was 1-7 in the quarter
by that point. But that was when the Tigers
pounced on three straight turnovers and
cashed in to aid a 10-0 run.

That burst of offense made it a 10-point
game, and Bluffton outscored South Adams
the rest of the way 36-25.

One thing is for certain about this Tigers’
team led by Curtis — he will lead the
charge on the defensive end.

The Tigers allowed under 40 points for
the third time this season, and have aver-
aged 40 points given up per contest.

In the third quarter, the Starfires didn’t
make a single shot and finished with five
points via the free throw line. The 19 turn-
overs helped the team get easier looks for
points on the other end.

Perhaps a new face provided a spark, as
freshman Sophie Eisenhut was given her
most minutes on varsity this season. She
has soaked up junior varsity minutes dur-
ing the first five games of the season, there-
fore, leaving her without a chance following
those games. South Adams does not have
a junior varsity team, and Eisenhut got her
audition, and Curtis was impressed with her
four rebounds, a couple of blocks, and hit-
ting the free throw line a few times.

“Well, that’s what was going to happen
eventually — the question was when,” Cur-
tis said of Eisenhut’s more prominent role
on Friday night. “I think that’ll continue to
happen in the future. We want to be bigger,
and that’s the way to get bigger.”

Stout was the leading scorer with 13
points. Gibson tallied 12, while Konley
Ault added 10.

Bluffton’s next game will be at Black-
ford at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 30.

sports@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 60, SOUTH ADAMS 39
At Bluffton

SOUTH ADAMS (2-5, 0-1 ACAC): Addie Baker 4-10 5-9
13, Laney Trausch 4-10 2-2 10, Macy Pries 2-10 3-8 8, Liz
Gerber 1-8 2-3 5, Emmerson Smith 0-6 2-4 2, Bekah Pat-
terson 0-3 0-0 0. TOTALS: 11-47 14-26 39.

BLUFFTON (6-0, 1-0 ACAC): Isabella Stout 5-11 3-4 13,
Haley Gibson 5-15 0-0 12, Konley Ault 5-9 1-3 12, Maryn
Schreiber 2-5 2-4 6, Madyson Sonnigsen 2-5 0-0 6, Sophie
Eisenhut 1-3 2-4 4, Tressa Renner 1-2 0-0 3, Marly Drayer
1-4 0-0 2, Cayah King 0-1 0-0 0, Madelyn Funk 0-1 0-0 0,
Addison Yates 0-0 0-0 0, Isla Gibson 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS:
21-55 7-14 60.

South Adams 10 7 5 17 —39

Bluffton 12 18 14 17 — 60

Three-point FG: South Adams: 2-8 (Pries 1-2, Gerber
1-4, Smith 0-2), Bluffton: 6-16 (Sonnigsen 2-4, H. Gibson
2-8, Ault 1-1, Renner 1-1) Rebounds: South Adams: 23
(Gerber 8, Patterson 6, Trausch 4, Pries 3, Baker 2),
Bluffton: 38 (Stout 6, H. Gibson 6, Drayer 5, Sonnigsen 5,
Renner 5, Eisenhut 4, Schreiber 4, King 2, Ault 2). Turn-
overs: South Adams 19, Bluffton 9. Fouls: South Adams 10,
Bluffton 18. Fouled Out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: No JV Game.

High School Calendar

SATURDAY, NOV 25

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Angola at Norwell,
12:30 p.m.; Adams Central at Southern Wells,
7:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Southern Wells at Home-
stead Super Duals, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, NOV 27

No events scheduled

TUESDAY, NOV 28

BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Mississin-
ewa, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Concordia
at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.; Bluffton at Jay County, 6

WEDNESDAY, NOV 29

BOYS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at Black-
ford, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Southern Wells at
Muncie Burris, 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, NOV 30

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at Black-
ford, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Bishop
Luers, Blackhawk at Bluffton 5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC 1

BOYS BASKETBALL: South Adams at
Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Adams
Central, 7:30 p.m.

Sports Scoreboard - Page 2a

p.m.
WRESTLING: Eastside at Bluffton, 6:30

p.m.

By MIKE CRANSTON
Associated Press
BOSTON (AP) — Alex

DeBrincat and J.T. Compher each
had a goal and an assist, and the

Norwell, 7:45 p.m.

In their third meeting in a
month — the Bruins won the first
game on Oct. 28 — Detroit took
advantage of six Boston penalties
to improve to 10-0-2 when scor-

Detroit ing four
R e d or more
Wings goals.
beat Bos- « A
ton 5-2 really
on Friday good
for their start. I
second feel like
victory our guys
over the W ere
NHL - focused
leading a n d
Bruins locked
this sea- in,” coach
son. Derek
Lalonde
said. “A

Robby Fabbri, Dylan Larkin
and David Perron also scored for
the Red Wings, who are the only
team to beat Boston (14-2-3) in
regulation. Shayne Gostisbehere
had two assists and Ville Husso
stopped 25 shots.

“A big win for us,” Husso said.

pretty complete road game against
a very good team.”

Jake DeBrusk and Danton
Heinen scored for the Bruins, who
had been 5-0-2 since losing at
Detroit on Nov. 4. Jeremy Sway-
man made 24 saves on his 25th
birthday.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Huntington North at

“It’s one thing if you play well
and things happen and you don’t
get the result,” Bruins center Char-
lie Coyle said. “But that wasn’t the
case I don’t think.”

Despite a 16-save shutout
Wednesday against New Jersey,
Alex Lyon was the Red Wings’
backup. Husso had allowed at
least four goals in his past three
starts, but had been on paternity
leave and hadn’t played since Nov.
11.

“He should have a kid every six
weeks,” Lalonde said, smiling.

The Bruins finally solved
Husso when DeBrusk knocked
home his own rebound on the
power play to get Boston within
2-1 early in the second period.

It was DeBrusk’s second goal
in as many games after managing
one in his first 16 games.

But Husso kept the surging
Bruins at bay until Fabbri scored
on a wrist shot from the faceoff
circle at 13:24 of the second.

Heinen’s wrist shot 4:12 into
the third got the Bruins within
a goal. But Brandon Carlo was

Bluffton freshman

Haley Gibson (middle) draws a crowd of Macy Pries (left) and Emmerson Smith (right) as she
drives into the lane in the second quarter Friday night at the Tiger Den. (Photos by Glen Wer-

Sophie Eisenhut is the center of attention as she powers up a shot in the lane
Friday night at The Tiger Den.

Alex DeBrincat, Red Wings knock off NHL-best Bruins for 2nd time

called for hooking less than a
minute later and Larkin scored
five seconds into the power play
to give Detroit another two-goal
cushion.

Perron added an empty-netter
with 1:45 left.

“Once we did start chipping
away, it seemed like we had a pen-
alty and they would capitalize,”
DeBrusk said. “They controlled
our momentum swings and that’s
why they got the win.”

Boston coach Jim Montgomery
gave veteran James van Riemsdyk
the day off in the team’s traditional
Black Friday home matinee, with
Morgan Geekie returning to the
lineup.

An early Geekie miscue and
an odd bounce put the Bruins in a
hole. With Geekie serving a hold-
ing penalty, Compher redirected
Gostisbehere’s shot at 5:13. The
puck bounced off Swayman’s
chest and trickled between his
legs.

The Red Wings made it 2-0 late
in the first period when DeBrincat
pickpocketed rookie Matt Poitras

in the neutral zone, skated in alone
and wristed a shot past Swayman
for his team-high 12th goal.

Boston couldn’t overcome the
sleepy start and lost in regulation
at home for just the fifth time in 50
regular-season home games over
the past two seasons.

After using 11 forwards and
seven defensemen for several
games this season, including their
first victory over Boston, the Red
Wings had a traditional 12-6 line-
up with Jake Walman (illness)
scratched.

It worked as Detroit won its
second straight after returning
from a 0-1-1 trip to Sweden.

“We know we’re a good team,”
Husso said. “If we can bring it
every night, every day, our best
game, we can beat any team in this
league.”

UP NEXT

Red Wings: Host Minnesota on
Sunday.

Bruins: At the New York Rang-
ers on Saturday, with Matt Grzel-
cyk (upper-body injury) expected
to return.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK! www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner
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FOOTBALL
High School

Friday’s Scores
IHSAA State Championship
Class 5A
Ft. Wayne Snider 33, Decatur

Central 6
Class 3A
Indpls Chatard 35, Heritage Hills 7
Class 1A

Indpls Lutheran 35, Adams Central
28

p.

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East

WL T Pct PF PA

Miami 8 3 0 .727 339251

Buffalo 6 5 0 .545294190

N.Y.Jets 4 7 0 .364 163238

New England2 8 0 .200 141238
South

WL T Pct PF PA

Jacksonville7 3 0 .700 230 204

Houston 6 4 0 .600 238208

Indianapolis5 5 0 .500 242 248

Tennessee 3 7 0 .300 168214
North

WL T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 8 3 0 .727 304177

Cleveland 7 3 0 .700 227 180

Pittsburgh 6 4 0 .600 166 195

Cincinnati 5 5 0 .500 202 226
West

WL T Pct PF PA

Kansas City 7 3 0 .700 225 164

Denver 5 5 0 .500 217 268

LasVegas 5 6 0 .455 185225

L.A. Chargers4 6 0 .400 259 238

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East

WL T Pct PF PA

Philadelphia9 1 0 .900 273212

Dallas 8 3 0 .727 347185

Washington 4 8 0 .333 246 350

N.Y. Giants 3 8 0 .273 149285
South

WL T Pct PF PA

New Orleans5 5 0 .500 214 198

Atlanta 4 6 0 .400 189217

TampaBay 4 6 0 .400 192200

Carolina 1 9 0 .100 163275
North

WL T Pct PF PA

Detroit 8 3 0 .727 294258

Minnesota 6 5 0 .545 253230

GreenBay 5 6 0 .455 231224

Chicago 3 8 0 .273 230286
West

WL T Pct PF PA

San Francisco8 3 0 .727 310 170

Seattle 6 5 0 .545 229249

LA.Rams 4 6 0 .400 195220

Arizona 2 9 0 .182 192284

Thursday’s Games

Green Bay 29, Detroit 22
Dallas 45, Washington 10
San Francisco 31, Seattle 13

Friday’s Games
Miami 34, N.Y. Jets 13

Sunday’s Games
Carolina at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Houston, 1 p.m.
New England at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Denver, 4:05 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Buffalo at Philadelphia, 4:25 p.m.
Kansas City at Las Vegas, 4:25 p.m.
Baltimore at L.A. Chargers, 8:20
m.

Monday’s Games
Chicago at Minnesota, 8:15 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 30
Seattle at Dallas, 8:15 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 3

Arizona at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Atlanta at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Denver at Houston, 1 p.m.
Detroit at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at New England, 1

.m.
Miami at Washington, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Tampa Bay, 4:05 p.m.
Cleveland at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m.
San Francisco at Philadelphia, 4:25

p.m.
Kansas City at Green Bay, 8:20

p.m.

Open: Baltimore, Buffalo, Las
Vegas, Chicago, Minnesota, N.Y.
Giants

Monday, Dec. 4
Cincinnati at Jacksonville, 8:15 p.m.

College

EAST
Memphis 45, Temple 21
Miami 45, Boston College 20
SOUTH
Tulane 29, UTSA 16
MIDWEST
lowa 13, Nebraska 10
Ohio 25, Akron 14
Penn St. 42, Michigan St. 0

Toronto 121, Chicago 108
New York 100, Miami 98
Houston 105, Denver 86
Indiana 136, Detroit 113
Milwaukee 131, Washington 128
Sacramento 124, Minnesota 111
San Antonio at Golden State, 10 p.m.
New Orleans at L.A. Clippers, 10:30
p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Philadelphia at Oklahoma City, 5 p.m.
Miami at Brooklyn, 6 p.m.
Atlanta at Washington, 7 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
New Orleans at Utah, 9:30 p.m.
Dallas at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Portland at Milwaukee, 3:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Boston, 6 p.m.
Charlotte at Orlando, 6 p.m.
Minnesota at Memphis, 6 p.m.
Phoenix at New York, 6 p.m.
Chicago at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Toronto at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Denver, 8 p.m.
Monday’s Games
L.A. Lakers at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Portland at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Washington at Detroit, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at Utah, 9 p.m.
Denver at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

College

Men’s Basketball Scores
Friday, Nov. 24
EAST
Delaware 67, Brown 59
George Washington 99, Ohio 94,
20T
Jacksonville 74, Robert Morris 65
Monmouth (NJ) 93, Belmont 84
New Hampshire 83, Fairfield 80
Penn 74, Lafayette 72
Pittsburgh 76, Oregon St. 51
Providence 78, Lehigh 64
UConn 90, Manhattan 60

SOUTH

Alabama St. 88, NC A&T 73

Baylor 95, Florida 91

Canisius 76, Wofford 67

Clemson 90, Alcorn St. 69

Duke 80, S. Indiana 62

ETSU 82, Alabama A&M 71

Evansville 85, Chattanooga 77, OT

FAU 96, Texas A&M 89

Georgia 78, Winthrop 69

Kentucky 118, Marshall 82

LIU 83, Texas A&M-CC 68

LSU 75, North Florida 63

Lamar 83, Bethune-Cookman 65

Lipscomb 86, UNC-Asheville 75

Longwood 84, Delaware St. 82,
20T

Mercer 60, Tennessee St. 59

Mississippi St. 74, Nicholls 61

Samford 79, Merrimack 71

Troy 80, Grambling St. 67

Villanova 79, Memphis 63

Virginia Tech 71, lowa St. 62

W. Kentucky 72, Bowling Green 65

Wake Forest 71, Charleston South-
ern 56

MIDWEST

Ball St. 92, Ark.-Pine Bluff 74

Butler 88, Penn St. 78

Dayton 77, Youngstown St. 69

lll.-Chicago 70, Middle Tennessee
40

Indiana St. 76, Toledo 74
Ohio St. 92, Alabama 81
Texas Tech 73, Michigan 57
W. Michigan 68, SE Louisiana 67
Xavier 100, Bryant 75

SOUTHWEST
Houston 79, Montana 44
Jacksonville St. 77, UTSA 62
North Carolina 87, Arkansas 72
Oklahoma St. 92, Houston Chris-

tian 65
FAR WEST
Arizona St. 82, Vanderbilt 67
BYU 77, Arizona St. 49
Boise St. 65, VCU 61
Hawaii 76, Texas Rio Grande Val-
ley 57

Idaho 73, UC San Diego 70, OT
lowa 85, Seton Hall 72
New Mexico 90, Pepperdine 71
Oklahoma 72, Southern Cal 70
Saint Mary’s (Cal.) 89, Davidson 55
UC Irvine 83, Rice 68

Formula One great Lewis

UNC-Greensboro 76, UMKC 64
Utah Valley St. 87, W. Colorado 52
Washington St. 93, Utah Tech 53

Women'’s Basketball Scores
Friday, Nov. 24
EAST
Bucknell 68, Robert Morris 54
CS Bakersfield 62, LIU Brooklyn 57
Florida Gulf Coast 83, Delaware 68
LSU 99, Niagara 65
Maryland 68, Green Bay 59
New Mexico St. 78, Hampton 47
North Carolina 54, Vermont 51
Pittsburgh 88, N. Kentucky 57
Rhode Island 63, Youngstown St. 50
Syracuse 71, N. lowa 54
UCF 61, St. John’s 48
VCU 76, Sacred Heart 62
Washington St. 90, UMass 48
West Virginia 84, Charlotte 56
SOUTH
Alabama 78, Louisville 73
Appalachian St. 68, Binghamton 57
Arizona St. 66, South Florida 49
Austin Peay 78, UMKC 63
Campbell 70, W. Michigan 61
Chattanooga 64, Kent St. 54
Dayton 75, Stetson 54
Detroit 71, SC-Upstate 64
ETSU 55, Norfolk St. 35
FIU 88, Bryant 59

Georgia Southern 85, North Florida
5

Georgia Tech 66, New Mexico 55
Gonzaga 102, Liberty 59
Jackson St. 80, Tarzans 33
Kansas St. 77, W. Kentucky 61
Miami 67, Colgate 49

Mississippi St. 81, Clemson 78
Morgan St. 53, UNC-Asheville 51
N. lllinois 72, Radford 55

NC State 79, Cincinnati 45

North Texas 71, Samford 59
South Carolina 101, MVSU 19
Southern Miss. 75, North Dakota 53
Vanderbilt 68, lowa St. 53
Virginia 81, Tulane 59

William & Mary 63, Tennessee St.

MIDWEST
Cleveland St. 95, Chicago St. 41
Creighton 83, Michigan St. 69
Drake 77, Louisiana Tech 66
Harvard 69, N. Dakota St. 64
lowa 98, Fort Wayne 59
Marquette 73, Boston College 65
Michigan 80, E. Michigan 44
Notre Dame 90, Ball St. 59
Richmond 77, Maine 43
S. Dakota St. 72, SC State 42
S. lllinois 66, George Washington

53

55

Toledo 74, SMU 73

Virginia Tech 59, Kansas 58

Wichita St. 63, Akron 61
SOUTHWEST

Arkansas 65, Wisconsin 62

Baylor 124, McNeese St. 44

Texas 101, High Point 39

Tulsa 90, Ark.-Pine Bluff 79, OT

FAR WEST

Air Force 54, Hawaii 51

California 74, San Jose St. 51

Cent. Arkansas 90, Denver 84

Colorado 96, Kentucky 53

Grand Canyon 55, Fresno St. 36

lllinois St. 87, Texas-Arlington 63

N. Arizona 66, Portland 65

Nevada 73, South Alabama 62

Nicholls 63, E. lllinois 55

Pacific 77, Butler 66

San Diego 56, Weber St. 53

Santa Clara 62, Boise St. 52

Texas A&M 84, Winthrop 32

UC Irvine 74, St. Thomas (MN) 63

UCLA 78, UConn 67

UNLV 68, UC Santa Barbara 49

Washington 57, Idaho St. 37

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Boston 1914 2 3 3165 43
Florida 1912 6 12558 53
Toronto 1810 5 3 23 65 63
Detroit 1910 6 32370 59
TampaBay20 9 6 523 73 73
Buffalo 20 9 9 2 20 57 63

Hamilton denies approaching

Toledo 32, Cent. Michigan 17
SOUTHWEST
Missouri 48, Arkansas 14
Oklahoma 69, TCU 45
FAR WEST
Boise St. 27, Air Force 19
Utah St. 44, New Mexico 41, 20T

BASKETBALL
High School

Friday Girls’ Scores

Bluffton 60, S. Adams 39

East Chicago Central 48, Gary
West 33

Frankton 54, Shenandoah 23

Ft. Wayne Northrop 66, DeKalb 38

Hamilton Southeastern 59, Carmel
42

Jac-Cen-Del 52, Batesville 42

Jay Co. 60, Woodlan 53

Friday Boys’ Scores
Anderson 70, Lapel 53
Corydon 67, Lanesville 27
Hammond Central 73, St. Francis
de Sales, Ill. 54
Lawrenceville, lll. 62, Vincennes 43
Vincennes 79, Grayville, Ill. 48

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

Pct GB
Boston 12 4 750 —
Philadelphia 10 5 .667 1%
New York 9 6 .600 2
Toronto 8 8 .500 4
Brooklyn 6 8 429 5

Southeast Division
L Pct GB
Orlando 11 5 .688 —
Miami 10 6 .625 1
Atlanta 7 7 .500 3
Charlotte 5 9 .357 5
Washington 2 13 133 8"

Central Division
Pct GB
Milwaukee 11 5 688 —_
Indiana 9 6 .600 1%
Cleveland 8 7 .533 2
Chicago 5 12 2% A
Detroit 2 14 125 9
WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division
W L Pct GB
Dallas 10 5 .667 —
Houston 8 6 .571 1%
New Orleans 8 7 .533 2
Memphis 3 12 .200 7
San Antonio 3 12 .200 7

Northwest Division
W L Pct GB
Minnesota 11 4 733 —
Oklahoma City 11 4 .733 —
Denver 10 6 625 1%
Portland 4 11 267 7
Utah 4 11 267 7

Pacific Division
W L Pct GB
10

Phoenix 6 .625 —
Sacramento 9 6 .600 VA
L.A. Lakers 9 7 .563 1
LA. Clippers 6 7 .462 2
GoldenState 7 9 .438 3

Thursday’s Games
No games scheduled.
Friday’s Games
Orlando 113, Boston 96
Phoenix 110, Memphis 89

Red Bull about a possible move

By JEROME PUGMIRE
AP Auto Racing Writer

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton says neither he nor his
representatives approached Red Bull about the possibility of
driving for their Formula One team. Red Bull team princi-
pal Christian Horner said in a British newspaper interview
this week that Hamilton’s representatives made an inquiry
earlier this year about whether there would be any interest.
Hamilton signed a two-year-contract with Mercedes in late
August. He responded to the report by saying he hasn't con-
tacted Horner. Hamilton says “I haven't spoken to Christian
for years and no one from my team has” But Hamilton says
he found a message from Horner on an old phone asking
about meeting up.

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton has denied that he or his
representatives approached Red Bull about the possibility of
driving for their Formula One team.

In a British newspaper interview this week, Red Bull team
principal Christian Horner said Hamilton’s representatives
had made an inquiry earlier this year about whether there
would be any interest.

Hamilton signed a two-year-contract with Mercedes in
late August, tying him to the team until 2025. He responded
on Thursday to the report by saying that neither he nor his
team representatives had contacted Horner.

“TI've not approached Christian. I haven’t spoken to Chris-
tian for years and no one from my team has,” Hamilton said
at the Abu Dhabi GP. “T've checked with everyone, no one
from my team has reached out to him. However, he had
reached out to me about meeting up at the end of the sea-
son.

Hamilton, who has won a record-equaling seven F1
titles, said he found a message from Horner on an old phone
where Horner asked him to meet up.

“I switched it on and obviously hundreds of messages
came through and I realized there was one from Christian,
(asking) to get together and have a chat at the end of the sea-
son,” Hamilton said. “It was quite late on I found the mes-
sage, it was from earlier on in the year. It was months later.

Montreal 20 9 9 2 20 59 71
Ottawa 16 8 8 0 16 63 58
Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF
N.Y. Rangers1814 3 1 29 59 41
Washington1710 5 2 22 43 48
Carolina 1811 7 0 22 63 60
N.Y. Islanders198 6 5 21 56 64
Philadelphia2010 9 1 21 63 58
Pittsburgh 19 910 0 18 60 50
New Jersey18 8 9 1 17 60 68
Columbus 21 6 11 4 16 60 74
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
GP W L OTPts GF
Dallas 1812 4 26 64 51
Colorado 1812 6 24 71 55
Winnipeg 1811 5 24 67 56
St. Louis 1910 8 21 56 60
Nashville 19 9 10 18 64 62
Arizona 19 8 9 18 63 63
Minnesota 17 5 8 14 54 71
Chicago 18 6 12 12 47 66
Pacific Division
GP W L OTPts GF
Vegas 2014 4
Los Angeles1812 3
Vancouver 2013 6
Seattle 21 8 8 5
Anaheim 20 911 0
3
1

oOBRNO-_NON

Calgary 19 7 9
Edmonton 19 6 12
SanJose 20 315
NOTE: Two points for a win, one
point for overtime loss. Top three
teams in each division and two wild
cards per conference advance to
playoffs.
Thursday’s Games
No games scheduled
Friday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers 3, Philadelphia 1
Detroit 5, Boston 2
Chicago 4, Toronto 3, OT
Columbus 2, New Jersey 1
Nashville 8, St. Louis 3
Edmonton 5, Washington 0
Los Angeles 5, Anaheim 2
Montreal 3, San Jose 2, SO
Buffalo 3, Pittsburgh 2
N.Y. Islanders 5, Ottawa 3
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 8 p.m.
Winnipeg at Florida, 8 p.m.
Calgary at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Colorado at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.
Vancouver at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Boston at N.Y. Rangers, 1 p.m.
Montreal at Los Angeles, 4 p.m.
Buffalo at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30
p.m.
Arizona at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Calgary at Colorado, 10 p.m.
Vancouver at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Minnesota at Detroit, 1 p.m.
St. Louis at Chicago, 2 p.m.
Columbus at Carolina, 5 p.m.
Winnipeg at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Boston at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Buffalo at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Florida at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Vegas at Calgary, 9:30 p.m.
Washington at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Friday’s Transactions
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
BROOKLYN NETS — Recalled Fs
Noah Clowney and Dariq Whitehead
from the Long Island Nets of the G
League.
FOOTBALL
National Football League
CAROLINA PANTHERS — Placed
WR Derek Wright on the practice
squad injured reserve.
HOCKEY
Minor League Hockey
ECHL

FORT WAYNE KOMETS — Activated
D Logan Dowhaniuk from reserve. Placed
F Alexis D’Aoust on reserve. Placed F
Vincent De Mey on injured reserve.

SECURITY
NETWORKING

Motorcycle
Sound
Systems

& Pockiordfosqale.

(260) 724-2276

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
% block west of U.S. 27 North

PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!”
260-824-9149

I just said ‘Congratulations on the amazing season and I
hope we are able to compete with you soon, and he (Horner)

replied repeating the same thing”

HIDAY Gix
BUY 3 TIRES

1791 North Main - Bluffton » 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

Uif

Discontinued

ﬂ : 2 ECIoseoutTires

Service with a Smile!

Jéep m

Barry Scott Mark Foreman Marion Wells
Service Manager

Hiday Motors

1743 N. Main St., Bluffton « 824-0900

Service Consultant  Service Consultant

THE WEEK IN REVIEW

WEeEekLY Dow JONES AND S&P 500

Dow Jones industrials 20376 -62.75 184.74 CLOSED 117.12

Close: 35,390.15 # % & = &
1-week change: 442.87 (1.3%) MON TUES WED THUR FRI
36,000
35,000
34,000
33,000
32,000 J J A s o) N
S&P 500 33.36 -9.19 1843 CLOSED 272
Close:4,559.34 & & @& = &
46368/66‘( change: 45.32 (1.0%) MON TUES WED THUR FRI
4,500
4,400
4,300
4,200
4,100 J J A s o N
Stock MARKET INDEXES
52-Week Wk Wk YTD 12-mo
High Low Name Last Chg %Chg %Chg %Chg
35,679.13 31,429.82 Dow Jones Industrials ~ 35,390.15 +442.87 +1.27 +6.77 +3.04
16,717.04 13,230.05 Dow Jones Transportation 15,094.20 +161.90 +1.08 +12.71  +4.51
1,013.30  765.47 Dow Jones Utilities 865.98 +248 +29 -10.48 -10.91
16,458.89 14,471.08 NYSE Composite 15,983.82 +170.36 +1.08 +5.27 +2.42
14,446.55 10,207.47 Nasdaq Composite 14,250.86 +125.37 +.89 +36.16 +26.94|
4,607.07 3,764.49 S&P 500 4559.34 +4532 +1.00 +18.75 +13.24
2,743.01 2,322.38 S&P MidCap 2,560.33 +2355 +93 +535  +.03
46,570.30 37,324.63 Wilshire 5000 45,766.88 +453.92 +1.00 +20.21 +14.36
2,007.31 1,633.67 Russell 2000 1,807.50 +9.73 +54 +263 -3.30
15,5631.26 11,731.63 Lipper Growth Index 15,294.08 +204.51 +1.36 +27.48 +20.60
SToCcK EXCHANGE HIGHLIGHTS
NYSE GAINERS ($2 or more) | NYSE LOSERS ($2 or more) | NYSE ACTIVES ($1 OR MORE)
Name Last Chg %Chg | Name Last Chg %Chg | Name Vol (00) Last Chg
IYPFSoc 16.84 +6.11 +56.9 |Cemigpf 213 -58 -21.4 |Palantr 3047890 19.20 -1.29
heelUprs 249 +84 +50.9 |SibanyeSt 4.37 -87 -16.6 | FordM 1610568 10.40 +.13
GpSuprvi  3.03 +98 +47.8 | AEagleOut 16.65 -2.96 -15.1 | BkofAm 1504230 29.73 -.25
MemArg  7.74 +2.40 +44.9 |Steminc 260 -38 -12.8 | ValeSA 1225643 15.06 +.07
Edenor 1640 +4.90 +42.6 |Compass 241 -26 -11.0 | ChrgePt 1141479 204 +.02
MGasSur 1375 +3.29 +31.5 |Guess 2129 -262 -11.0 |NuHidg 942161 821 +.14
HireRght 13.01 +2.96 +29.5 |ReneSola 236 -29 -10.9 | Pfizer 941870 3050 +58
Artivion  17.66 +3.97 +29.0 |Paysafrs 11.37 -1.36 -10.7 [ AT&TInc 925343 1621 +.31
BcoMacro 25.92 +5.68 +28.1 | Fidelisinn 12.46 -1.48 -10.6 | UberTch 917794 5532 +.88
akaBrndrs 9.85 +2.10 +27.1 | SESAI 223 -26 -10.4 |Albaba 881037 7849 +89

NASDAQ GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)

NAsDAQ LOSERS ($2 OR MORE)

NAsDAQ ACTIVES ($1 OR MORE)

Name Last Chg %Chg

Name Last Chg %Chg

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

MonHeroAn 2.43  +1.62 +200.4
Anghami  2.81 +1.64 +140.2
MarpaiArs 210 +1.13 +116.9
SolunaHld pf2.87 +1.52 +112.6
CardioDi ~ 2.00 +1.01 +102.0
VinMedic n 24.19 +11.57 +91.7
Captivisn  2.34 +1.00 +74.6
CarverBc If 2.28 +.84 +58.4
Blkbxstk rs  3.80 +1.27 +50.2
ChXiangrs 3.64 +1.18 +48.0

Tharimunrs 2.88 -2.38 -45.2
AlphaTcn 1366 -11.08 -44.8
SyntecOpA 526 -3.70 -41.3
VIvTherars 9.61 -523 -35.2
EntradaTh 11.49 -4.73 -29.2
MuralOncn 352 -1.42 -28.7
GreenlTch 241 -93 -27.8
SonderHIrs 3.99 -154 -27.8
Innodata  6.76 -2.20 -24.6
Baijiayun  2.08 -67 -244

Tesla 4215121 235.45 +1.15
Nvidia 2166582 477.76-15.22
CardioDi 1954934  2.00 +1.01
MarathDig 1905410 11.41 +1.41
Amazon 1811785 146.74 +1.56
SafetyShot 1775569  3.63 +.45
AMD 1631706 122.31 +1.69
Apple Inc s 1482771 189.97 +.28
SoFiTech 1407136  6.86 +.03
Microsoft 1363751 377.43 +7.58

Stocks OF LocAL INTEREST

Wk

Name Div Last

Chg %Chg %Chg

Wk YTD
Name

Div Last

Wk Wk YTD
Chg %Chg %Chg

AFLAC 2.00 82.94
AT&T Inc 1.1 16.21
AMD 1.60 122.31
AgileThgA .. .20
lAmazon .. 146.74
IAEP 352 78.50
Apple Incs .96 189.97
ApldMatl  1.28 150.34
BP PLC 1.74 35.82
BkofAm .96 29.73
BitBroLtdrs ... .03
BrMySq ~ 2.28 49.76
CampSp 148 41.15
Canoo Inc w32
CardioDi .. 200
Caterpillar  5.20 247.36
ChrgePt 2.04
Chevron  6.04 144.90
Cisco 1.56 48.36
Citigroup 212 4523 -.13
CocaCola 1.84 5857 +1.31
DxSOXBr 836 -.01
DxBiotBII 358 +.12
DxSOXBI . 2309 -04
Dir30TrBul . 489 -05
Disney . 96.06 +1.91
Eaton 29222872 +.92
EliLilly 452 601.10 +9.39
ExxonMbl  3.80 10457 -39
FordM .60 1040 +.13
FrankElec .90 89.75 -13
FrptMcM 30 36.84 +84
GenElec 32 11997 +.04
HP Inc 1.02 2864 +.33
HomeDp  8.36 310.70 +3.43
iShChinaLC .87 26.36 +.24
iSh20 yrT ~ 3.05 89.80 -24
iShiBxHYB 5.09 75.00 +.23

+1.17
+.31
+1.69

+1.56
+1.11
+.28
+2.07
+.21
-25
-.00
-1.08
+.27
+.02

-5.71
+.02
+.44
+.61

+.12+4143.2

+1.01+102.0

+1.4 +153
+1.9 -120
+1.4 +88.8
-95.3
+74.7
-17.3
+46.2
+54.4
+2.5
08 -10.2
3.7 998
2.1 -30.8
+0.7 275
+6.6 -98.3
+88.7
+3.3
-78.6
-19.3
+15

Intel
IBM
InvQQQ 1
Kroger 1
LincNat 1
Lowes

LQR Hs hn
MarathDig
McDnlds
micromobl rs
Microsoft

NL Inds
NiSource 1
Nikola
NorflkSo
Nucor
Nvidia
Palantir
PepsiCo
Pfizer 1
PlugPowr h
PrUItPQ
PShtQQQ
SpdrDJIA

+1.1
+1.4
+0.1
+1.4
+0.6

2.3
+1.0
+0.3
+1.3

0.3
+23 79

0.1 -788
+35 -49.4

-0.2 +138.8

-1.0 -358
+2.0 +10.6
+0.4 +457
+1.6 +64.3

04 52
+1.3 -106

0.1 +125
23  -341
+84.3

+6.6
-1.6
6.9
9.8
+1.9

SafetyShot
SoFiTech
SPDR Fncl
StiDynam 1
Tellurian
Tesla
Vale SA
VerizonCm
VersusSys
WalMart
WalgBoots 1
WsteMinc
WellsFargo 1

+1.2
+1.1
+0.9
-0.3
+0.3

50 43.96
6.64 155.18
.16 389.51
16 4418
80 24.06
4.40 199.07

6.68 282.54

3.00 377.43
28 527
00 2610

5.40 215.86
204 157.16
16 477.76

5.06 169.37
.64 30.50

3.98 353.80
S&P500ETF 4.13 455.30

46 3538
70 111,50

3.08 15.06
2,66 37.41

2.28 156.06
.92 20.85
2.80 172.01
40 42.92

+15 +0.3 +66.3
+2.29 +1.5 +10.1
+3.47 +0.9 +46.3
+1.74 +41 -9
+28 +12 -217
-463 -23 -1

.03 -02 429 -99.2
. 1141 +1.41 +14.1 +233.6
+6.79 +25 +7.2
.02 -00 -5.6-100.0
+7.58 +2.0 +57.4
+05 +1.0 -22.6
+02 +0.1 -48
97 -07 -70 -B5.2
+4.82 +23 -124
+40 +0.3 +19.2

-15.22  -3.1 +226.9
-1.29  -6.3 +199.1
+261 +1.6 -6.2
+58 +1.9 -405

-53 -133 -71.9

+1.02 +2.4 +155.4
-38 -23 -70.6

+437 +1.3 +6.8
+4.51 +1.0 +19.1
+.45 +14.2 +371.4

+03 +0.4 +48.8

+37 +1.1 435

+57 +05 +14.1

53 -01 -20 -68.6

.. 23545 +1.15 +0.5 +91.1
+07 +05 -11.3
+1.18 +33 -5.1
24 +.09 +57.6 -51.0
+71 405 +10.1
=37 17 442

+1.46 +09 +9.6
-04 -01 +39

. 19.20

3.47
. 4418
. 15.90

3.63
6.86

MoNEeY RATES

CURRENCIES

Last

Pvs Day

Last Pvs Day

Prime Rate 8.50

8.50 | |Australia

1.5175 1.5244

Discount Rate 6.00

6.00 | |Britain

1.2609 1.2534

Federal Funds Rate 5.33

5.33 | |Canada

Treasuries

1.3622 1.3696

Euro

1-year 5.26

.9136 9171

5.24 Japan

2-year 4.96

149.50 149.58

490 | | Mexico

5-year 4.49

17.1274  17.1898

4.44 Switzerind

10-year

4.47

4.4

.8819 .8841

30-year 4.60

455 British pound

expressed in U.S. dollars. All

others show dollar in foreign currency.

MuTtuAL Funbs

Name

Total Assets

Obj ($Mins) NAV

4-wk 12-mo

Total Return/Rank
5-year

Pct
Load

IAmerican Funds AmrcnBalA m

IAmerican Funds FdmtlinvsA m
IAmerican Funds GrfAmrcA m
American Funds IncAmrcA m
American Funds InvCAmrcA m

Davis NYVentureA m

Dodge & Cox Stkl

Fidelity 500ldxInsPrm

Fidelity Contrafund

Fidelity TtIMktldxInsPrm
Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA

George Putnam BalA m
INVESCO MnStrA m
PIMCO Inclnstl

Putnam DiversincA m
Putnam SustLeadersA m
Putnam TEIncA m
Schwab SP500Idx
[Thornburg IntermMnA m
[Thornburg LtdTrmUSGvtA m
Vanguard 500ldxAdmrl
\Vanguard GrldxAdmrl
\Vanguard InTrTEAdmr]
\Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl

IAmerican Funds EuroPacGrA m

IAmerican Funds NwPrspctvA m
American Funds WAMtInvsA m

Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA m LG

30.90
53.92
70.38
63.72
22.52
49.72
56.06
56.08
26.10
233.10
158.61
16.04
126.20
16.40
120.50
21.93
51.17
10.26
5.31
106.25
7.53
70.79
12.99
11.55
421.62
153.63
13.33
160.05
18.20

MA 89,536
FG 18,067
LB 57,400
LG 106,859
AL 69,226
LB 69,438
WG 49,329
LB 70,419
LB 3,968
LV 57,189
LB 407,601
LG 96,175
LB 72,105
m LG 1,642
3,004
MA 1,150
LB 7377
MU 74,495
NT 532
LG 4,586
ML 505
LB 70,047
MI 259
GS 42
LB 401,334
LG 57,872
Ml 63,978
LB 58,026

+5.2
+7.7
+7.5
+8.6
+4.2
+8.3
+7.8
+6.5
+8.6
+5.5
+7.5
+6.9
+7.6
+8.5
+8.8
+5.9
+7.7
+3.0
+3.5
+9.3
+5.6
+8.0
+3.2
+1.7
+7.5
+9.4
+3.8
+6.1

+5.2

+6.7/C
+8.6/C
+15.6/A
+22.8/C
+1.0/E
+19.4/A
+14.9/C
+9.3/D
+18.8/A
+6.8/A
+15.1/B
+29.0/B
+13.8/C
+23.3/C
+27.0/B
+11.0/A
+14.3/B
+5.5/B
+0.5
+14.0/E
+3.4/B
+15.7
+3.2/B
+0.6/E
+15.1/B
+30.8/A
+3.3/B
+17.3/A
+7.0/A

+7.4/B
+6.0/C
+11.4/D
+12.7/D
+6.4/ID
+12.1/C
+11.9/A
+11.4/D 575
+9.0E 475
+108/A  NL
+135/A NL
+152B  NL
+126/B  NL
+173/A 575
+18.0/A 575
+9.0/A 5.75
+11.3/D 550
+28B  NL
0.2 4.00
+141/C 575
+1.4/C  4.00
+134  NL
+1.4/C  2.00
-02[E 225
+135/A  NL
+173/A  NL
+2.0/A  NL
+125/C  NL
+6.1/B  NL

5.75
5.75
5.75
5.75
5.75
5.75
5.75

\Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 70,149
\Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 79,533
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd Tl 80,427
\Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 70,443
\Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 67,072
\Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl Cl 92,068
Vanguard TtInSldxAdmrl FB 64,479
Vanguard TtInSldxInv FB 163,565
Vanguard TtISMIdxAdmrl LB 296,586 109.76 +7.6 +13.8/C +12.6/B NL
\Vanguard WingtnAdmrl MA 86,758 71.65 +55 +8.0/B +8.2/A NL

CA -Conservative Allocation, Cl -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government,
IB -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same
objective: Ais in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar.

34.59
21.54
38.20
25.88

9.28
30.01
17.94

+5.8
+6.2
+6.5
+6.9
+2.9
+7.7
+7.7

+7.9/A
+8.8/B
+9.7/B
+10.6/B
+0.3/C
+9.8/C
+9.7/C

+6.8B8  NL
+7.5/C  NL
+81/C  NL
+88B  NL
+0.5/C  NL
+5.6/C  NL
+55/C  NL

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. If = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un =
Units. vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued. wt = Warrants.
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x = fund
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.
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DIVERSIONS

BEETLE BAILEY

Surprised by neighbor’'s come-on | | &, | ( msay SHE MARKS ALL
PARTS FOR ME

best friend com-
mitted suicide.
But my friend was
very angry with
me and accused
me of being a
bad friend when
I asked her not to
call me every day
and expect me to
drop everything I
was doing to lis-
ten. I did listen
the first week after

Dear Annie: I was at home mak-
ing a sandwich recently when my close
friend’s wife from next door came
through the back door. She called out
and said she just wanted to see how I
was doing. I said I was great and asked
if she wanted a sandwich and a beer. She
said no to the sandwich but yes to the
beer, so I got her one and then sat down
to enjoy my lunch.

She continued standing by the coun-
ter while we talked, and then out of
the blue she said she wanted to tell me
something: that she had been really

TOREAD

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

©2023 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

[ JUST REMEMBERED WE
HAVE LEFTOVER STUFFING

| MEN STUFF THEIR EMOTIONS /
INSIDE, LEADING TO A PATTERN
| OF STUFFING, STUFFING AND

THIS SURVEY SAYS MEN TEND
TO HIDE THEIR FEELINGS

| DON'T FEEL LIKE

interested in me for years but never said
anything. She then tried to kiss me, and I
backed away immediately.

I was shocked, surprised and dumb-
founded all at once. I didn’t know
what to say. But I did turn her down. I
couldn’t do that, especially in my home,
a home I share with the woman I mar-
ried when she was 16 because I abso-
lutely loved her and still do. I couldn’t

any suggestions would be appreciated.
— At Wits” End

Dear At Wits” End: It sounds like
you handled the situation as well as
you could have. It’s a shame your
friend’s wife had to pull a move like that,
because now the dynamic between the

nothing wrong, though, and you should
not let this woman’s misdeed drive a
wedge between you and your wife.

At this point, honesty is the best pol-
icy. If you refuse to see the neighbors
and start acting strangely around your
[riend’s wife, your wife will know some-
thing is up and wonder what you are
hiding from her. The truth is, you have
nothing to hide, because you are inno-
cent. Tell her what happened — you can
spare her the details — and then you
and your wife can decide together how
to proceed.

Dear Annie: My friend was VERY
upset, and rightfully so, because her

four of you will inevitably suffer. You did

it happened and

every night when

she called me. Anything I suggested to
help her with the grieving process was
judged as “I didn’t care” and therefore, |
was not a good friend.

She also did this to her other friend.
She wanted to talk about death and sui-
cide every day to us, and her other friend
has terminal cancer. I told her to seek

ery could have been gentler, you did the
right thing setting a boundary for your-
self and your personal peace. If any-
thing, your friend’s behavior shows just
how much she’s hurting.

Being there for her doesn’t mean hav-
ing to bear the brunt of her pain. Con-
tinue to support her in whatever way is
possible for you and keep encouraging
her to seek professional help. Once the
initial shock of what happened subsides,
I hope she will heed your advice, taking
steps to properly grieve her late friend’s
death and heal from this tragedy.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more
information. Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

By Dr. Billy F
Graham {

Q: I was brought up

God will never let us down

| flood. The Bible also
il gives a vivid account
of the corruption and
the sin of that day.

At least 2,000 years
of human history had
intervened since the

the heart and core of the
ancient civilization before
the flood came. There is a
fundamental law of God,
a law apparent from Gen-
esis to Revelation, which
says, “The wages of sin

I HIOE MY FEEL

INGS!

te, Inc. World Rights reserved

© 2023 by King Feaf

MORE STUFFING

www.Blondie.com

ON His
TRIGGERS (o7 2

zitscomics.com

believe what happened, and I sure can’t  some counseling, that I'm not a psychi- | ZITS

share it with my wife or her husband. atrist and am dealing with some health

They both would blow a gasket. I’ve issues myself and can’t deal with more RYANP I DIDNT CANYoUHook \ Po4wol NOT UNTIL
gotten to the point where I don’t care to  stress. — Struggling to Shoulder the KNOW yoU MEUPWITHA WANT IGET THE
be around my friend and certainly not Load WORKEDHERE. FREE BURRITO? AéEE]['.O BURRITO.
his wife. This is driving me nuts, and Dear Struggling: While your deliv- FIRED?

k

i

©2023 ZITS Partnership. Dist.by Kir

CRANKSH

tombatiuk.com/books

AFT

THEH WERE HEADED FOR A TOUCHDOWN
WHEN THEIR QUARTERBACK ENTERED
THE TRANSFER PORTAL AND LEFT FOR

ANOTHER GANE!

to believe that the story
of Noah’s Ark was a fai-
rytale and the great flood
a myth. Visiting “The Ark”
taught me so much about
the Bible, and archaeol-
ogy verifies this historical
account. What astounded
me most, though, was to
hear why the flood came

spotless purity of Eden.
During that same period
there had been a vast
increase in population with
woeful deterioration result-
ing in appalling moral
corruption. Sin, crime,
immorality, the breaking of
home life, unnatural affec-
tion, murders, demon pos-

is death.” The wages of a
nation’s sin, the wages of
an organization’s sin, the
wages of individual sin, is
death.

This is the reason God
sent His Son to provide a
way of escape, and all who
hope for a better life should
put their trust in Christ and
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“We have bones all over our

insides, don’t we?”
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
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Help Wanted

EARLY MORNING DRIVER
needed to deliver papers to
post offices and stores in
southern part of county. Must
have reliable transportation.
Call Natasha or Doug, (260)
824-0224, for more informa-
tion.

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

+/ _THIS our!

MICHIGAN CHRISTMAS
TREES! Tim Murray's Fresh
Cut Christmas Trees,
Wreaths, Garland, Grave
Blankets and Boughs! Also
Michigan Maple Syrup. Lo-
cated at Bummies Root Beer
Stand, 1263 S. Main Street.,
Bluffton. Open Daily at 10am
beginning Saturday, Nov. 25.
Phone: 231-920-6194.

3

AN
oo

1

©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

(0 0)

Difficulty: % % % %

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

LOCAL DRIVER: LOCAL
pickup or delivery and trans-
port in Ft. Wayne area of both
legal and oversized loads. Per-
sonalized dispatch, great pay
with weekly direct deposit, ex-
cellent health, disability, life
ins., 401K, and well-main-
tained equipment. Must have a
good Class A CDL record and
3 years in a like profession.
Sycamore Specialized Carri-
ers, Inc., 3400 Engle Road, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
(A)

THE BLUFFTON POLICE De-
partment is seeking applica-
tions to fill the position of
Ordinance Compliance Officer.
This full-time civilian position is
responsible for ensuring com-
pliance with all city ordinances
and is based in the police de-
partment working M-F 8a-4p.
Duties include downtown park-
ing enforcement and resolution
of weed and junk complaints.
The successful applicant must
be at least 18 years old with a
high school diploma or GED
equivalent, possess a respon-
sible driving history and clean
criminal background. Knowl-
edge of law procedures pre-
ferred. Application is available
on the city's website
www.blufftonindiana.net.  For
more information contact Chief
of Police Kyle Randall at
824-3320 or kyle.randall@bluff
tonindiana.gov.  Applications
are due back December 22,
2023 by 4:30 p.m.

Public Notices

90C01-2307-EU-000030
STATE OF INDIANA )
) SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS))
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF )
THE ESTATE OF )
JERRY W. HART )
DECEASED. )
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

For Publication In Newspaper

Notice is hereby given that
Renee S. Bloom, Raquel Hart,
f/k/a Racquelle Barnes, and Cheryl
Hart were on November 14, 2023,
appointed Co-Personal Represen-
tatives of the estate of Jerry W.
Hart, deceased, who died on the
1st day of May, 2020.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this
14th day of November, 2023.

Beth Davis

Clerk, Wells Circuit Court *N
BURT, BLEE, DIXON, SUTTON &
BLOOM, LLP
Attorneys for Petitioner
Renee S. Bloom
Attorney No. 23508-02
200 East Main Street, Suite 1000
Fort Wayne IN 46802
(260) 426-1300

nb 11/18, 11/25
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Help Wanted

OTR DRIVERS: TRANSPORT
Oversize loads inc. windmill
components. Opportunity for
contracted lane to California to
Texas and return. Personal-
ized dispatch, great pay with
weekly direct deposit, excel-
lent health, disability, life ins.,
401K, and well-maintained
equipment. Must have a good
Class A CDL record and 3
years in a like profession.
Sycamore Specialized Carri-
ers, 3400 Engle Road, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
Ee():ruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
A

OWNER/OPERATORS:
TRANSPORT Oversize loads
inc. windmill components. Op-
portunity for contracted lane to
California to Texas and return
if you have a 4-axle unit that is
California legal. Personalized
dispatch, great pay with week-
ly direct deposit, FSC, bobtail
and OCC/ACC insurance
available. Must have a good
Class A CDL record, 3 years in
a like profession, and DOT
certified equipment. Sycamore
Specialized  Carriers, Inc.,
3400 Engle Road, Ft. Wayne,
IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
A

LOOKING FOR

EMPLOYEES?
Place a 20 word line classified
ad for a month for $52. Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or online
at www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Alcohol & Tobacco Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board
of Wells County, Indiana will hold

a public hearing at 9:00 am on

December 05, 2023 at the Wells

Carnegie Govt Annex Multi Pur-

pose Room 105, 223 W Washing-

ton St in the city of Bluffton in said
county, to investigate the propriety
of holding an alcoholic beverage
permit by the applicants listed
herein to wit:

RR9040621 Beer & Wine

Retailer - Restaurant NEW

MT FUJI L INC 121 N MAIN

STREET BLUFFTON IN

D/B/AMT FUJI
Jiazhang Lin 709 S Briant St.
Huntington, President
nb 11/25
hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA )

) SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )

IN THE WELLS

CIRCUIT COURT

2023 TERM

CAUSE NO.

90C01-2311-EU-000051
IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF
LAUREL M. WILSON, deceased

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Bruce W. Wilson, was on Novem-
ber 14, 2023, appointed Personal
Representative of the Estate of
Laurel M. Wilson, deceased, who
died on the 29th day of October,
2023.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this
November 14, 2023.

Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
Colin Z. Andrews #26767-49
Andrews & Crell, P.C.
116 South Main Street
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-4049
Attorney for the Estate
nb 11/18, 11/25
hspaxip

HELOISE HINT: How can | tell
if my pet is overheated? You will
see that your pet has increased
breathing, panting or drooling.
Your pet might be a bit woozy,
too. Get it to the vet ASAP if
you notice these changes. Fax
Heloise @ 210-HELOISE (435-
6473).

Lottery Numbers

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 05-08-23-24-
30

Cash4Life — 28-41-44-
53-56, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday —
02-05-08-09-10-11-21-30-
32-33-38-41-42-44-46-54-
55-58-66-67, BE: 38

Daily Three-Midday —
06-06-02, SB: 09

Daily Three-Evening —
08-07-04, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday —
00-01-09-05, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening —
07-00- 02 00, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening
— 08-12-14-16-17-20-23-
27-28-31-34-35-47-60-61-
68-72-73-76-77, BE: 23

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $43.4 million

MEGA MILLIONS

06-15-45-59-68, Mega
Ball: 01, Megaplier: 4X

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Saturday): $340 million

Public
Sale
Calendar

NOVEMBER 27 - 6 p.m. -
Pamela & Rick Myers, own-
ers. Auction conducted at
Wells County 4-H Community
Center, 1240 4-H Park Road,
Bluffton, IN. Land located at
County Rd. 100 N & State Rd.
116, NW corner of Bluffton.
118.91 acres, Sec. 28 & 33,
Lancaster Twp., Wells County.
These farms will be offered
in the following tracts, and/
or combined. Tract 1: 26.18
acres. Tract 2: 92.73 acres.
Auctioneer: Jody Holloway,
260-273-0999, Holloway Auc-
tion Company, Inc., 260-824-
5060, www.HollowayAuction.
DECEMBER 1 - 8 a.m. -
Secured creditors & various
consignors, owners. 815
Adams St., Decatur. Truck
& equipment auction. Live
and online bidding. Offering
700+ lots! 2012-2014 Freight-
liner M2106 box trucks, dump
trucks, day cabs, sleepers, util-
ity trucks, bucket, trucks, utility
& semi trailers, SUV’s, pickup
trucks, 100+ various skid steer
attachments & much more!
Cars, SUV, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton
pickup trucks, cargo & passen-
ger vans! Accepting consign-
ments! Krueckeberg Auction
& Realty LLC, Kjauction.com,
260-724-7402.

DECEMBER 5 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m.
ET. (Online) - Farm: Good-
win Trust. Property location:
2 miles north of Markle, IN at
the intersection of N Marzane
Road and W 800 N. 157.3+/-
total acres, 136.9+/- tillable,
12.2+/- CRP, 8.2+/- non-till-
able. Prime farmland, tillable,
CRP, Wells County, Union
Township. Soil types: Pewamo
silty clay loam, Glynwood clay
& silt loam, Del Rey-Blount
silt loams, Glynwood-Mis-
sissinewa clay loam. WAPI:
133.5 corn bu, 40.2 soybeans
bu. Halderman Real Estate &
Farm Management, 800-424-
2324, halderman.com, Rick
Johnloz, 260-827-8181.

VEHICLES

Auto/Trucks

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,
INC. Huge Repo Sale Novem-
ber 30, 2023. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

November

GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

SERVICES

GIVE A GREAT GIFT this Sea-
son. Send 100% guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door Omaha
Steaks! This package comes
with 8 FREE PureGround Filet

Mignon Burgers! Order The
Butcher's Deluxe Package!
ONLY $99.99. Call 1-833-

498-2009 and mention code
74222BRM or visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/Deluxe8625 (1)

CONNECT TO THE best wire-
less home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G
and 4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and
data plans up to 300 GB. Call
855-430-1496 (1)

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY
Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied,
our attorneys can help get you
approved! No money out of
pockets! Call 1-855-995-4758

U]
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

5w OFFicE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

/(’I YA/ O7(l C/u’

& { ssociales

ASSISTING IN:

« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

Primary

260-223-4276
Contracting, LLC Estimates

Decks ¢ Garages * Pole Barns * Sidi
Metal and Shingle Roofing ¢ Storm Damage *Trim Wood Working and more!

Owner - Edwin Wickey

Free

Remodeling

COMPETITIVE RATES!

COUNTRY
PLACE apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

+ 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

« Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered

a4

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!
B Warren ‘Pﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St,, Warren © 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

OssianApartments.com

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

T
MHHII: NAELA

ensen

As your guide through
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

At
Ossian, IN 46777 Senr

Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN
ELDER LAW
+ Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning
« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

—— 824-1846

*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Offlce at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

MOVING?
DOWNSIZING
SI'IIIII'I' ON SPAGE’

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

South Side

Storage
Poneto, IN
260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218
Jim Ameter

Zap Electric, Inc.

260-824-2927
Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

JC

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

(allus at 824-3262

(L] Mechanical LLC)

Commercial and Residential

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs

Showers - Fix Leaks

Licensed and Insured

i

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

.Home Remodel and Repair

N, 20 viseiy
AN, Owned

[#Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows - Painting
Tile « Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1263

Jim Baker

B INDIANA FARM
N . BUREAU INSURANCE"

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place ¢ Bluffton, IN
Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan

Primary

Decks or New Construction Additions Pole Barns

. 260-223-4276 Ask for Edwin Wickey
Contracting, LLC

House’s and barns - Metal or Shingle Roofs

Inspections for remodeling

AN MUNCH MORE! COMPETITIVE RATES!

Free Estimates and

STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Wickey Construction

Free Estimate on
Metal Roofing
& More

260-273-9776

Seamless
Sure-Flo®iis
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

Camelot Quto LILC

Get Holiday Cash NOW
260-307-1302

@e ?ﬁup %mk (!Earz
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BEER==BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K1 for our Events.

128 S Jounson ST. ©824-0455

For as

little as .. 1 PERISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call

| 824-0224
THE NEWS-BANNER "o 4108

Dec. deadline is
@ Tues, Nov. 28!




