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Full hearts, empty plates

Raina Sisson shares passion for food service

By SYDNEY KENT

As the Food Services Director for Nor-
well Community Schools, Raina Sisson
asks a lot of questions.

Some of the questions are small, like:
“What kind of foods do you want to see at
school?” or “What is your favorite item on
your tray today?” Some of the questions are
big, like: “What training is available to me
or my staff to better serve students?” or “Is
there enough food at home?”

Sissons is in her fourth school year in
the role, however, she has dedicated the last
three decades to answering these questions
in the field of child nutrition. Sisson said
that her conversations with experts in the
field of child nutrition while writing a col-
lege paper sparked her interest.

The topic seemed obvious for her as the
daughter of an administrative assistant for
the Child Nutrition Program at the Depart-
ment of Education.

“As luck would have it, I went to Ohio
State,” Sisson explained. “I would see my
mom and the people that I would talk to
when I visited her, which eventually became
my coworkers. The National School Break-
fast Program was getting a huge push in
Ohio at the time. The school I went to grow-
ing up did not have a breakfast program
and it was neat to see they were working on
ways to feed kids. It opened my eyes to how
critical child nutrition is. That was the first
time I really saw the plight of children who
are food insecure.”

According to Feeding America, one in

eight children do not have enough food to
eat in Indiana. When schools in the state
stopped offering free lunches last year, Sis-
son wrote letters to and spoke with con-
gressmen to request that they extend the free
lunch program.

It takes an unbelievable amount of fore-
sight to feed a school — with meals planned
as far as 18 months in advance. On days
where there is an unexpected shortage from
the food truck, Sisson embodies the next
door neighbor with the cup of sugar, only
for hundreds of students and staff.

This was evident as squeaky shoes,
smiles and laughter quickly filled the line at
Norwell High School last Thursday. Trays
of the once-beloved Turkey Shortcake and
gravy, green bean casserole, pizza, iced cof-
fee and fresh salad filled the line — thanks to
a dedicated staff and quick run to the store
by Sisson that morning.

Many students opted for pizza, unsure of
the new addition, while others took several
helpings of the Thanksgiving meal. One stu-
dent said she really enjoyed the green bean
casserole. Another emphatically commented
that the shortcake was “bussin’,” a current
teen-embraced slang term meaning “excel-
lent.”

Sisson was quick to credit her staff and the
school board for their unwavering dedication
and support to feeding kids. Sisson said she is
grateful for the dedication of Megan Simmer-
man, Teresa Gerwig and Debbie Fillers, the
three managers for the district’s food service

(Continued on Page 2)

A day of thanks

Laughter and chatter filled the halls of the First
Reformed Church of Bluffton as volunteers took to
their respective stations. Upstairs, groups took on
the task of divvying up pies and rolls. Downstairs,

volunteers worked on preparing green bean cas-
seroles, potatoes, turkeys, and more. Current resi-
dents at Hannah’s House helped prepare cups of
cranberry sauce for meals. The church offered the

Above, Food Services Direc-
tor Raina Sisson stopped
from table to table asking
students what they thought
about the turkey shortcake.
The students at this table
were big fans. At left, Heather
Sinclair and Sue Baller filled
the kitchen with bright smiles
and the smell of delicious
food. (Photos by Sydney
Kent)

Lawmakers to revisit
third-grade students
reading proficiency

Plans to double-down on antisemitism ban
as some Democrats plan push for the right
to citizen-led ballot initiatives on Org Day

By WHITNEY DOWNARD and
LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Too many Hoosier third-graders can’t read at an appro-
priate skill level — and some shouldn’t be going on to
fourth grade, Indiana lawmakers said Tuesday during the
ceremonial start to the legislative session.

They’re also planning to tackle student truancy, antisem-
itism and more during the non-budget session, which will
begin in earnest Jan. 8 and must end by mid-March. Leaders
elaborated on what they won’t pursue during a legislative
preview Monday.

“We’re adversely affecting any student that we pass
along (because) they can’t read at the appropriate level,”
said House Speaker Todd Huston, R-Fishers.

He emphasized that low literacy is connected to a greater

(Continued on Page 2)

Macy's Thanksgiving

free Thanksgiving meal for the 18th consecutive
year, utilizing 250 pounds of potatoes, 131 pies,
75 loaves of bread, 34 gallons of green beans, 24
turkey breasts and 16 whole turkeys, 15 dozen
eggs, and ‘pounds and pounds of bacon to make
the meal.

Day Parade ushers
in the holiday season

By LISET CRUZ
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Beloved characters like Snoopy
and SpongeBob SquarePants soared through the skies above
New York City on Thursday and bands marched along
the streets below as the annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade ushered in the holiday season.

The parade started on Manhattan’s Upper West Side mak-
ing its way alongside Central Park in front of big crowds
and a national television audience before ending in front of
Macy’s flagship store on 34th Street.

Among the big names performing is Cher, who just
released her first Christmas album. The Oscar-, Emmy- and
Grammy Award-winner has a prime spot — performing just
before the arrival of Santa Claus, which marks the end of the

(Continued on Page 2)

ANNUAL OPEN ENROLLMENT IS HERE!

Above, Diana K., administrative assistant at the
church, emulated the heart of the church’s mission
Thursday morning as she held open the doors: all
are welcome. (Photo by Sydney Kent)

Above right, Carry-out turkey dinners were offered

by church members. Loading up a car were, left to

right, Alannah Goodwin and Melissa Tolson. Middle
right, there was an assembly line for dishing up tur-
key dinners in the church’s kitchen, with folks of all

ages assisting, including Kayde Smith, at the right.
(Photos by Barbara Barbieri)

At right, pictured left to right, Cathy Hayden, Julie
Johnson, Pam Tuttle, and Judy Glenn peel over 250
pounds of potatoes for the free meal for the com-
munity. More photos on Page 5. (Photo by Sydney
Kent)
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Full hearts, empty plates

(Continued from Page 1)
program.

“They’re doing a great
job,” Sisson began. “They’re
working hard to make meals
appealing to kids. We like to
make sure we have lots of
color. But if kids don’t like
it we switch it out and find
something else they do like
and want to eat.”

While some students may
not eat nutritious meals out-
side of school due to the ris-
ing cost of food in grocery
stores, Sisson said that for
many other students it is a
cultural issue.

“We are a fast food gen-
eration,” Sisson explained.
“It’s not just a low income
issue with students not get-
ting fruits or vegetables.
A lot of veggies kids eat
is a potato in the form of a
french fry. Parents are busy
and going to the drive thru
on the way to practice. We
offer as many choices as we
can to expose kids, and they
will try them. It’s been really
cool to see kids eating cher-
ry tomatoes and apricots and
strawberries and grapes.”

Sisson said she is con-
stantly on the search for new
trends and healthier options
to be comparable to what
kids are eating outside of
school. She recently applied
for a grant to bring smooth-
ies to the cafeteria.

“From the board mem-
bers to the lovely ladies

T

in the cafeteria, I am truly
blessed with a great team,”
Sisson added. “The board
looks at the program as
being such an important part
of our school. The support
we get from them is incredi-
ble. I can’t say enough about
that. Kids are constantly
evolving and changing, we
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Above, Sarah Herbse, Emily Morales and Daniela Claudia picked the turkey shortcake to try
during the Thanksgiving-themed meal. (Photos by Sydney Kent)

try to keep up.”

In a society where stu-
dents are hungry for both
food and connection, the
food service staff at Norwell
clearly demonstrates a daily
example of what it means to
nourish one another with a
thankful heart.

sydney@news-banner.com

Reading proficiency

(Continued from Page 1)

likelihood of incarceration and use of
government assistance, adding, “That’s
just not fair to the kid.”

Importance of reading scores

Third grade is typically the point at
which children shift from learning to
read to using reading itself as a tool
to learn other information. In Indiana,
third-graders who fail a reading exam
can be held back unless they’ve already
been retained twice — with additional
exceptions if a child is disabled or an
English-language learner and a com-
mittee decides to promote them.

But legislative leaders said those
exceptions have been misused.

“There have been exceptions cre-
ated and the exceptions have gotten
broader and broader and broader,”
Huston said.

“There may be some opportunities
for waivers under the right circum-
stance, but it seems like an awful lot of
kids are getting into fourth grade and
then we’re not keeping an eye on them
to make sure that they do later become
proficient,” Senate President Pro Tem
Rodric Bray said.

“Will it make some parents mad?
Yeah, I suppose so,” Bray, R-Martins-
ville, added. “But they need to be vest-
ed in their child’s education ... so we
hope that they’ll be partners with us.”

State law refers to retention as “a
last resort.”

But if lawmakers create a bottleneck
at third grade, schools could struggle to
staff enough teachers. Large class sizes
also have negative effects on students.

Bray acknowledged that possibil-
ity, especially in the first year after
implementation of such a law, but said
schools could move their teachers and
classrooms around to adjust.

Asked how the move would impact
school budgets, Huston countered,
“How does it affect kids?”

“(Lawmakers will) figure out the
budget thing, but we are doing those
kids a total disservice,” he added.
“We’ll have to figure (it) out because
if it’s gonna cost us more money, we
should pay more money.”

But he was clear that Indiana’s goal
isn’t to hold back kids — it’s to ensure
that they’ve learned to read by the time
fourth grade rolls around.

The focus on education could
extend to student truancy.

Nearly 20 percent of Hoosier stu-
dents were chronically absent from
school last year — meaning that they
missed 18 days or more — according
to the Indiana State Board of Educa-
tion.

Bray called that a “horrific statistic.”

But he and Huston noted that there
are already laws about truancy on the
books. Instead, they proposed a greater
focus on enforcement.

Proposals on defining
antisemitism, ballot initiatives

One bill making a comeback will
be legislation defining antisemitism,
including it in code as religious dis-
crimination and requiring schools to
provide education “free of religious
discrimination.”

Huston said it would be “even more
appropriate” in 2023, acknowledging
Israel’s ongoing war against Hamas, a
terrorist organization. An Oct. 7 Hamas
attack killed more than 1,200 Israeli
people and Hamas is still holding hos-
tages. Counter-attacks from Israel have
killed more than 12,000 Palestinians.

Over the last few weeks, reports of
violence against Jewish, Muslim and
Arab people have increased.

“You don’t have to turn on the news
or read the news ... to see the situa-
tion happening far too often across our
country to the Jewish students,” Hus-
ton said.

However, the bill didn’t receive a
hearing in the Senate last year, and
Bray didn’t commit to hearing it this

ear.

“We’ll take a look at it when it
comes back over here. I haven’t spent
much time on that yet,” Bray said.

Across the aisle, Senate Democrat
Leader Greg Taylor said his caucus
would be advocating for working Hoo-
siers “still struggling to get by.”

Key issues would include child care
policies, paid family leave and even a
push for citizen-led ballot initiatives
— something other states have used
to legalize marijuana for medicinal or
recreational purposes.

“It would be scary to put that on the
ballot. But what does it say about us
that we don’t want to hear from Hoo-
siers? ... (And) allow everyday Hoo-

Macy's Thanksgiving parade

siers to have their voices be heard?”
Taylor said.

The Indiana Constitution doesn’t
currently allow ballot initiatives. Any
sort of citizen referendum would need
buy-in from Republican lawmakers,
who seemed uninterested.

“We pass laws here in the General
Assembly and we hope and ask the
voters to hold us accountable,” Bray
said.

AFT calls for protections to
collective bargaining, unions

In a separate event, GlenEva Dun-
ham, president of the Indiana chapter
of the American Federation of Teach-
ers, said the union wanted to work with
lawmakers to find “real solutions,”
including a plan to address teacher
shortages that doesn’t rely on tempo-
rary licenses.

“We know that public schools are
the backbone of our democracy and
they create opportunities for our chil-
dren, regardless of their zip codes,”
Dunham said. “We know that public
schools unite all of us.”

Dunham also announced that AFT
would be endorsing Democrat Jennifer
McCormick, the former Superinten-
dent of Education, in the 2024 race for
gOvernor.

In terms of agenda, Dunham said
the organization wanted to protect col-
lective bargaining and union negotia-
tions with districts.

Current teacher Sen. Andrea Hun-
ley said her own district had benefited
from collective bargaining, which she
said expanded the use of floating holi-
days and added leave for staff recover-
ing from a miscarriage.

“But that’s not something that the
people at the top are going to come up
with on their own,” Hunley, D-India-
napolis, said.

Another Democrat from Indianapo-
lis, Sen. Fady Qaddoura, announced
his intention to reopen the state budget
and add $650 million more in funding
for schools — which would shore up
tuition support and cover school text-
books fees. However, his proposal is
unlikely to get much traction with the
Republican supermajority.

Asked if he’d consider reopening
the budget for education, Huston was
quick to answer with a firm “No.”

(Continued from Page 1)
parade.

Other celebrities and
musical groups taking part
include Jon Batiste, Bell
Biv DeVoe, Brandy, Jes-
sie James Decker, Pentato-
nix and Miss America 2023
Grace Stanke. The parade
also includes performanc-
es from the casts of some
Broadway shows.

The parade was briefly
disrupted when about a half-
dozen protesters in jumpsuits
covered in fake blood glued
themselves to the street just
in front of a float carrying
characters from the fast food
giant McDonald’s. They car-
ried a banner that said “Free
Palestine” and “Genocide
then. Genocide now” and
were taken into custody.
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The parade continued as
police worked.

New balloons debuting
this year include Leo the liz-
ard, a character from a Net-
flix film, who is more than
40 feet tall, as well as ones
that have been there before
— like SpongeBob, coming
in at 44 feet.

Some characters, like
Snoopy, have been in the
parade for many years, but
this year’s balloon is a new
Beagle Scout Snoopy ver-
sion — celebrating the
50th anniversary of his first
appearance in the Peanuts
comics.

The parade isn’t just
about what’s going on in the
skies, though. At street level,
the procession includes more
than two dozen floats, inter-
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spersed with marching bands
from around the country and
a number of clown crews
among the 8,000 people par-
ticipating, organizers said.
Thousands lined the
streets in coats on a chilly,
sunny morning. Children
were on the shoulders of
their parents, shouting as
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characters like Bluey and
Big Bird from Sesame Street
passed by.

This is the 97th time the
parade has been held since
1924.

The broadcast is hosted
by Savannah Guthrie, Hoda
Kotb and Al Roker from
“Today” and airs on NBC.
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Weather

Friday, November 24, 2023
(24-hour observations at 8:13 p.m. Thursday)
High: 48; Low: 33; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.46
feet at 9:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast

Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 38. North wind
around 10 mph.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 22. Northeast
wind 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high near 40. East wind
around 5 mph.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 24.
East wind around 5 mph becoming south after midnight.

Sunday: Rain and snow showers likely. Mostly cloudy,
with a high near 37. Chance of precipitation is 70 percent.
New snow accumulation of less than a half inch possible.

Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 22.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 31.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 16.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 32.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 20.

Jury finds Indiana Senate
candidate’s family-owned
company price gouged eggs

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

An Illinois jury found on Tuesday that several compa-
nies, including one co-owned by a U.S. Senate candidate
from Indiana, conspired to restrict the supply of eggs to
drive up the prices.

Rose Acre Farms Inc. — previously chaired by John
Rust, who is running to succeed U.S. Sen. Mike Braun —
Cal-Maine Foods Inc. and two egg-industry groups will
have to pay damages to General Mills Inc., a Kraft Heinz
Co. unit, Kellogg Co. and Nestle SA. The same jury will
determine the damages to be awarded in a trial scheduled to
begin on Nov. 29, as reported by Bloomberg.

Rust said he couldn’t comment on the case because it
is still under adjudication. Rose Acres also said it couldn’t
comment for the same reason.

Rust is challenging U.S. Rep. Jim Banks, a Columbia
City Republican, who has the backing of the Indiana Repub-
lican Party, a commanding lead and Braun’s endorsement.

“Today’s verdict proves John Rust isn’t just a conman
pretending to be a Republican, he is a crook who exploits
working class Hoosiers across Indiana for his own financial
gain,” Banks said in a statement. “While Indiana families
struggle to put food on the table, he’s making it even harder
to do that. Hoosier families deserve to know whether he is
bankrolling his campaign with money he made ripping off
Hoosier families by gouging the price of eggs for decades
and through the COVID pandemic.”

According to court filings, the business competitors coor-
dinated to limit the supply of eggs by timing their slaugh-
ters earlier and delaying hatchings — starting in 2000. In
particular, Rose Acre exported eggs even when it didn’t
have a surplus, decreasing the domestic supply, and “under
the guise of animal welfare” reduced henhouse density.

Emails included in the final arguments include messages
from Marcus Rust to John Rust, his brother, detailing plans
to reduce the egg supply under financial pressure from egg
industry groups.

Marcus Rust now chairs Rose Acres after John Rust
stepped down. The company is the second-largest egg pro-
ducer in the United States.
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his residence.

English.

were married.

Karen Wideman.

Home in Bluffton.

officiate.

home.

He was born Jan. 26, 1952, in
Peru, Ind. to Eugene and Virginia
(Hollis) Spangler. Bob graduated
from Maconaquah High School in
1970 and earned his B.S. Degree
at Indiana Central College, with a
major in business and a minor in

Robert E. Spangler, 71

Robert “Bob” E. Spangler, 71, of
Craigville, passed away Wednes-
day evening, Nov. 22, 2023, at

R
g

Bob served as the pastor of
Petroleum United Methodist Church for six years, Otter-
bein United Methodist Church in Walton, Ind., worked
at Pretzels Inc. in Bluffton, and as a rural mail carrier for
Geneva and Berne. He enjoyed reading and was a fan
of the Cubs, Colts and IU. Most importantly, Bob’s life
centered around his faith in Jesus Christ.

On Oct. 26, 1977, at the Otterbein United Methodist
Church in Greenfield, Ind., Bob and Theresa J. Brewer

Survivors include his wife Theresa Spangler of
Craigville; a son, Travis (Andrea Farley Spangler) Span-
gler of Minneapolis; and a daughter, Megan (Matthew)
Eckelbarger of Craigville; along with 4 grandchildren,
Miles, Sawyer and Ira Eckelbarger, and V.J. Spangler.

Bob is also survived by his siblings, Barbara (Mark)
Deeds of Bunker Hill, Ken (Sharon) Spangler of Bunker
Hill, Joyce (Phil) Kline of Rochester, Ind.; and a brother-
in-law, Kevin Wideman of Macy, Ind.

He is preceded in death by his parents and a sister,

Visitation will be held from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 28, 2023, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral

Funeral Service will take place at 10:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 29, 2023, at the funeral home with calling for
one hour prior to the service. Dr. Bryson “Gene” Bell will

Burial will follow at Six Mile Cemetery in Bluffton.
Memorials may be made to Friends Who Care Cancer
Relief Foundation and should be directed to the funeral

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the Spangler family at www.thomarich.com.

Jill Ann Bowman, 54

Jill Ann Bowman, 54, of Bluffton, died Thursday after-
noon, Nov. 23, 2023, at her residence.

Funeral arrangements are pending at this time with
the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

County:

Tuesday, 1:19 p.m., Ind.
124 and Ind. 201, Bluffton.
Report of a car accident.
Injuries reported for driver,
minor damage to sign.

Tuesday, 3:47 p.m., West
400 South and 100 West,
Bluffton. Driver cited for
speeding 75 in a 55 mph.

Tuesday, 4:29 p.m., 4700
East 300 South, Bluffton.
Trespass warning issued to

subject.

Ossian:

Tuesday, 9:45 p.m., 4600
North Ind. 1, Ossian. Report
of a car accident.

ARRESTS

Simone Ashli Routen,
33, Markle, public adminis-
tration — escape, a Level 6
felony. Bond set at $5,000.

Wilson Fernando Matias
Ramirez, 18, Bluffton, oper-
ating without ever receiving
a license.

Decorating the Williamson tree

Alan Daugherty has decorated a very special tree for the
Wells County Historical Society’s “Christmas In the Man-
sion,” to be open for viewers the next four weekends on
Saturday and Sunday from 2 to 6 p.m. each day. All of
the decorations feature members of the E.B.(Bruce) Wil-
liamson family that brought fame to Bluffton through their
Longfield Iris Farm. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)
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Justin Peeper earns
BSU journalism award

Justin Peeper, a Bluffton native, and former full time
News-Banner staff member, was the recipient of the Mari-
lyn Weaver Scholastic Journalism Award at a ceremony held
Nov. 16 at Ball State University.

The honor is for a Ball State alumnus who is or has made
“outstanding contributions to scholastic journalism.”

After graduating from Bluffton High School and then
earning a degree in journalism and Spanish, Peeper worked
at The News-Banner for two years before beginning his
teaching career at Homestead High School in Fort Wayne.

He continues to write a weekly column for The News-
Banner and occasional stories.

Peeper was the assistant director of Homestead’s student
publications from 2009 to 2020. He is currently serving as
chairman of Homestead’s World Language Department and
teaches Spanish. He and his wife, Jen, reside in Fort Wayne.

The award is named after Marilyn Weaver, retired former
workshops director and chairperson of the School of Jour-
nalism and Strategic Communication at Ball State Univer-
sity. During her tenure, Weaver garnered numerous awards
and accolades for her staunch support of scholastic journal-
ism.

“It was such an honor to receive this and to have Marilyn
Weaver present it,” Peeper said. “Marilyn, Dan Waechter
and Brian Hayes have been great role models and friends for
24 years and I'm thankful to have learned so much about
journalism from them and so many others at Ball State.”

Justin Peeper accepts a Ball State University alumni award
from Marilyn Weaver at a ceremony held Nov. 16. (Photo pro-
vided)

Wells County Briefs

Solid Waste District considers commercial permits

The Solid Waste District board continued their discussion
regarding commercial permits for the use of the Recycling
Center. Commissioner Jeff Stringer said he had called mul-
tiple neighboring counties, who all advised they required a
permit fee. The city of Bluffton has also recently approved a
similar model for their compost site.

Superintendent Kevin Poling noted, however, that
businesses are still taxpayers, and their taxes ultimately
permit them to use the county resources. Commissioner
Blake Gerber said they would discuss a potential model
for permit fees at the next SWD board meeting on Dec.
18.

Also during the meeting, the board decided not to enroll
in IMPACT, a volunteer program through the state. As it
was discussed, Poling advised there is no need for volun-
teers, and subsequently, Mayor John Whicker said the pro-
gram may not be worth the paperwork. Several other board
members also reached this conclusion, and the board did not
vote on the matter.

Construction moving quickly on Highway building

Power and gas are expected soon at the new highway
building, reported Supervisor Shawn Bonar.

“There’s a lot of moving parts in there that just continu-
ously drop in,” Bonar said. “To be able to tell you every sin-
gle one of them, we might have a long meeting here — but
it’s moving along good.”

Additionally, the main entry doors are nearly complete,
the fence is installed, and interior items continue to come
along.

Outside of construction, Bonar said the department re-
established the road to a Uniondale cemetery, which had
been discussed at the commissioner’s Oct. 3 meeting. Crews
will continue to work on road conversion of County Road
450 South between Ind. 1 and CR 200E as time allows,
Bonar said.

November to bring the end of jail renovation

Sheriff Scott Holliday stated the final small projects
associated with the jail renovation should be done by

Bluffton Regional Medical center
recognized for performance leadership

the end of the month. The overall bulk of the renova-
tion — which increased the jail’s capacity — was fin-
ished roughly six months ago, but some finishing items
remained.

As of Monday, Holliday reported 61 inmates in the Wells
County Jail. Of this total, 21 were pre-trial holds for the Cir-
cuit Court, 20 for the Superior Court, 14 from the Depart-
ment of Correction, and five Level 6 felons.

County considers health insurance increases

With another year of high use, Jessica Clayton of Plati-
num Benefit Consultants said the county may soon have
to consider a new health insurance plan for its employees.
That said, Clayton advised the county compares well in
cost-increase over the last 10 years compared to the national
average.

The commissioners approved a proposed plan that was
near the same employee out-of-pocket last year but noted
that there may be an increased cost to employees next year.

Stringer also asked Clayton how Wells compares in its
costs and benefits, noting that some employees have cited
insurance as a reason for leaving. However, Clayton stated
it was “apples and oranges” to compare counties and cities
with different circumstances.

Drainage board approves easement

The drainage board approved an encroachment request
on the Russel Somers Prong 6 Tile Drain. Surveyor Jarrod
Hahn advised that the pole barn the petitioners hoped to
build would not cause any issues.

Given his resignation as engineer, Nate Rumschlag also
advised that he would be unavailable to consult on board
matters moving forward.

Karen Bell’s preschool students practiced table manners
for Thanksgiving this week, learning where to place their
napkins and how to pass a plate around the table. They also
made feather hats and tried cornmeal pancakes, also called
“johnny cakes,” which were said to have been at the first
Thanksgiving meal. Above, the long table of students sing a
song before beginning their meal.

— Compiled by Holly Gaskill

7/ Hubert N\

“Mack” Toliver
Calling: 11 am. - 3 p.m.

Bluffton Regional Medi-
cal Center has been recog-
nized with a 2023 Perfor-
mance Leadership Award
for excellence in Outcomes.
Compiled by the Chartis
Center for Rural Health,
the Performance Leadership
Awards honor top quartile
performance (i.e., 75th per-
centile or above) among
rural hospitals in Qual-
ity, Outcomes and/or Patient
Perspective.

“Bluffton Regional
Medical Center consis-
tently focuses on delivering
compassionate quality care
every day for every patient.
We are honored to be rec-
ognized with this award,”
said Julie Thompson, chief
administrative officer for
BRMC.

The Performance Lead-
ership Awards are based

Obituary
Policy

The News-Banner and
Ossian Journal publishes
“basic” obituaries free of
charge for “local” deaths.
“Basic” obituaries will
include the deceased’s name,
age, community of record,
date and place of death,
basic genealogical infor-
mation, the date, time and
location of calling hours and
services and the name of
the funeral home handling
arrangements.

If additional information
and/or a photo is desired to be
included, or if the deceased
does not meet the definitions
of a “local” person, there is a
charge.

Area funeral homes will
provide details on the policy
and will coordinate obituary
publication.

TELL US WHAT
YOU THINK!

www.nhews-banner.com
or www.facebook.com/
newsbanner

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

on the results of the Char-
tis Rural Hospital Perfor-
mance INDEX, the indus-
try’s most comprehensive
and objective assessment of
rural hospital performance.
INDEX data is relied upon
by rural hospitals, health
systems with rural foot-
prints, hospital associations
and state offices of rural
health around the country to
measure and monitor perfor-
mance across several areas
impacting hospital opera-
tions and finance.
“Wherever we go in
rural America, we witness
first-hand the commitment,
determination, and compas-
sion with which rural hos-
pitals serve their communi-
ties. Rural healthcare truly
is mission-driven,” said
Michael Topchik, national

leader, The Chartis Cen- Fri(;ljay, NOZ e?)rnber 24.
ter for Rural Health. “This Jruneral: 5 p.m.
Friday, November 24.

National Rural Health Day,
let us recognize the efforts
of this year’s Performance
Leadership Award winners
and all those driven to deliv-
er high quality care through-
out rural communities.”

_ at the funeral home.
\\ \ goﬂcﬁﬂm %/e (’ FJ&?MM |

M_ MEMORIAL CHAPEL \‘ i
il il
l—) A Tradition of Caring —

Locally Owned and Operated Since 132

St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton
\ 4

824-3852

Arnold Lumber Co.

425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, IN

1-800-¢ @3’ 420

Hours: Mon-Thurs 7AM-5PM
Fri 7AM-4:30PM « Sat 7AM-11:30AM

260-724-3108 - Fax 260-724-4505

METAL WALL AND ROOF SYSTEMS

Check: Us; Qut:
on Facebook-

M“M

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1°T-DEC 15™

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TODEC7 CALL US

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE USTO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION
In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall » 260-824-1618
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Thanksgiving 2023 - a look through cartoonists’ eyes..
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ANYTHING RAGH HERE, |
THOUGHT YOU MIGHT HAVE A
LOOK AT THIS CHART | MADE
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If you listen to pollsters and politi-
cians, or consume heavy doses of
social media and cable-TV news, you
might come away thinking the nation is
in a collective bad mood. We’re said to
be irritable, even hostile.

I’ve just come off a 18-day road trip
that took me from New Hampshire to
Florida, spending time in nine states.
My sense is that folks are frustrated
with pretty much everything over
which they have no control: the econ-
omy, politics and global conflict, to
name just three biggies. But it’s a mis-
take to conclude that they’re taking it out on each other.

Americans I encountered seem to be compensating
by treating each other — and strangers like me — with
surprisingly pleasant vibes, almost the way they did at the
start of the pandemic.

My conclusions are unscientific. Yet, having spent
much of my career studying human nature on “Candid
Camera,” I trust my instincts.

On 1-275 in Florida I found myself having to pay a
$1.75 toll with a 50-dollar bill. “No worries!” said the
remarkably cheerful woman, laboring in a tiny booth on
an 82-degree afternoon. “I’ve got plenty of change!” Still
feeling guilty about the inconvenience, I fibbed, “I’ve
never been on this road before.” “Oh, what fun!” she
chirped as I pulled away.

When the young delivery woman in Columbia, S.C.,
accidentally went to the wrong hotel, she ripped up the
bill for my pizza and her boss tossed in a free desert and
soda.

In Manchester, N.H., I was among 1,700 people at
the SNHU Arena watching Seth Meyers do comedy. It
was the most courteous, mild mannered crowd I’ve ever
encountered. The cops were like ambassadors, explain-
ing how the facility is struggling since the minor-league
hockey team moved away.

At the Mayflower Inn in Washington, Conn., I
watched a young man spend nearly 15 minutes carefully
guiding a motorist to safety after a semi had wedged his
car into an impossibly small corner of the parking lot.

In Harrisonburg, Va., the internet was out at the
Hampton Inn and the manager insisted on giving me a
partial refund. He was so apologetic you’d think an eve-
ning without wifi was something truly awful.

After my rental car blew a tire in Ocala, Fla., the guys
at H&D Services could not have been more sympathetic
and accommodating, replacing the tire while regaling me
with stories about highway mishaps they’ve observed.

In Fort Myers, a city still struggling to recover from
last year’s devastating hurricane, employees were set-
ting up holiday decorations at the Big Tower mall, where
many of the stores didn’t make it back and half the
palm trees are supported by large wooden trusses. “I’'m
just glad to have a job,” a middle-aged guy told me, as
he stacked potted poinsettias in the shape of a ten-foot
Christmas tree.

Look, I'm not naive about national discontent. But it’s
good to know the American spirit is more resilient than
many influencers on the national stage would have you
believe.

Peter
Funt

After 15 years hosting the landmark TV series
“Candid Camera,” Peter Funt writes frequent op-eds for The
Boston Globe and The Wall Street Journal.

Thankful for soon being able
to say ‘Good riddance, 2023’

Thursday’s holiday is devoted to the noble senti-
ment of gratitude. So, as you pass around the cranber-
ry sauce, give thanks that 2023 experienced no repeat
of the Great Cranberry Scare of 1959.

Three weeks before that year’s Thanksgiving,
the government announced that a small portion of a
Pacific Northwest cranberry crop contained traces of a
herbicide that caused abnormal growths in rats stuffed
with it. President Dwight D. Eisenhower substituted
apple sauce for cranberry sauce. This episode pre-
saged subsequent panics, dietary and otherwise, and
today’s apocalypse fatigue, when everything poses
an “existential” threat to this or that. This year — the
10th anniversary of a Cambridge University scientist
saying the Arctic might be ice-free in two years — has
been replete with reasons for saying good riddance to
2023. Bud Light heartily agrees.

Some Colorado school officials, with no sense of
irony, cracked down on a 12-year-old whose backpack
had a “Don’t tread on me” patch. A Florida charter
school principal was forced to resign for not notify-
ing parents that she planned to illustrate Renaissance
art by showing her sixth-graders Michelangelo’s
“David.” A Northern Virginia playground’s 21 rules
include “no loitering” at the slide’s bottom.

Progressive criminology blamed cars for being sto-
len: Several cities sued Kia and Hyundai for making
cars that are too easy to steal. In Maryland, the guard-
ian of four teenagers arrested for car theft picked them
up at the police station in a stolen car.

California’s third draft of a new K-12 math curricu-
lum toned down the progressivism of the first two, but
still urged instructors to “teach toward social justice”
and “focus on complex feelings.” Oregon recom-
mends teachers attend a seminar on “ethnomathemat-
ics.” Perhaps Oregon is influenced by nearby Seattle’s
math framework, which asks, “How important is it to
be right?”” (Implied: Not very.) A Maryland test found
that 40 percent of Baltimore public high schools had
no student proficient in math. The authors of Rhode
Island’s social studies standards think the Russian
Revolution happened before World War 1.

In 2023, “citation justice” involved scholarly
articles subverting white supremacy by citing research
from marginalized voices. According to Pronouns.
org, International Pronouns Day (Oct. 18) celebrated
“people’s multiple, intersecting identities.”

After being expelled from a Denver production of
“Beetlejuice,” Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.) said,

“I simply fell short of my values,” when she (who

says God called her to Congress) continued
vaping, taking flash pictures, singing along
with the cast and being friskily affection-
ate with her date. A former (and perhaps
future) president, whom Boebert adores,
explained in a deposition that he once said
“stars” can grope women because ‘“histori-
cally, that’s true.” Provided with 40,000
hours of video from security cameras on
Jan. 6, 2021, Tucker Carlson concluded in
2023 that, aside from “a small percentage”
of “hooligans,” most of those who smashed
their way into the Capitol were actually
“sightseers” who were “orderly and meek.”
(Approximate number of injured police: 140.)

Discovering something not yet subsidized by gov-
ernment, some planet-protecting communities in 2023
offered tax rebates and vouchers to purchasers of
e-bikes. Kansas City’s “Barbie”-themed pink streetcar
was supposed to increase ridership, which is free.

An indispensable 2023 book, “The Canceling of
the American Mind” by Greg Lukianoff and Rikki
Schlott, reports that Yale has “one administrator
for every four students. That’s the same ratio the
government recommends for child care of infants
under twelve months.” Northwestern University’s
student government offered “mental health support”
for students traumatized by news that a conservative
speaker was coming to campus. After the Supreme
Court declared race-based college admissions poli-
cies unconstitutional, the Boston University School of
Law student government assured students that BU’s
“wellness resources,” a.k.a. therapy, could help them
“navigate these times.” Perhaps related: A YouGov
survey in June found that more than one-third of
American adults under age 45 sleep with stuffed ani-
mals.

Finally, in 2023, Howard “Ken” Potts, 102, the old-
est known survivor of the Japanese sinking of the bat-
tleship Arizona on Dec. 7, 1941, died in Utah. Traute
Lafrenz, 103, died in South Carolina. She was the
last of the small White Rose resistance group whose
young members risked, and often lost, everything by
distributing anti-Hitler leaflets in Germany. Some
resisters were among the estimated 5,000 beheaded
after Hitler revived use of the guillotine.

On this day of gratitude, remember these two, who
lived bravely in testing times. It is unlikely that, as
adults, either slept with stuffed animals.

georgewill@washpost.com

George
Will
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Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, Nov. 24, the 328th
day of 2023. There are 37 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Nov. 24, 1963, Jack Ruby shot
and mortally wounded Lee Harvey
Oswald, the accused assassin of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, in a scene cap-
tured on live television.

On this date:

In 1859, British naturalist Charles
Darwin published “On the Origin of
Species,” which explained his theo-
ry of evolution by means of natural
selection.

In 1865, Mississippi became the
first Southern state to enact laws
which came to be known as “Black
Codes” aimed at limiting the rights of

newly freed Blacks; other states of the
former Confederacy soon followed.

In 1941, the U.S. Supreme Court,
in Edwards v. California, unanimous-
ly struck down a California law pro-
hibiting people from bringing impov-
erished non-residents into the state.

In 1947, a group of writers, pro-
ducers and directors, who would
become known as the “Hollywood
Ten,” was cited for contempt of Con-
gress for refusing to answer questions
about alleged Communist influence in
the movie industry.

In 1971, a hijacker calling himself
“Dan Cooper” (but who became pop-
ularly known as “D.B. Cooper”) para-
chuted from a Northwest Orient Air-
lines 727 over the Pacific Northwest
after receiving $200,000 in ransom;

his fate remains unknown.

In 1974, the bone fragments of a
3.2 million-year-old hominid were
discovered by scientists in Ethiopia;
the skeletal remains were nicknamed
“Lucy.”

In 1987, the United States and the
Soviet Union agreed on terms to scrap
shorter- and medium-range missiles.

In 1989, Romanian leader Nicolae
Ceausescu was unanimously re-elect-
ed Communist Party chief. (Within a
month, he was overthrown in a popu-
lar uprising and executed.)

In 2000, the U.S. Supreme Court
stepped into the bitter overtime strug-
gle for the White House, agreeing to
consider George W. Bush’s appeal
against the hand recounting of ballots
in Florida.



First Reformed Church of Bluffton’s Thanksgiving

Tt

(From left to right) Harper Miller, Cayde Smith, Melissa Tolson, Anthony Tolson, and lan Tolson
work together to individually bag nearly 1,000 rolls. (Photo by Sydney Kent)

Dining in at the First Reformed Church was also an option on Thanksgiving Day. In addition to
the traditional turkey and dressing, a wide variety of desserts were offered as well. (Photo by
Barbara Barberi)

Residents of Kentucky town
can return home after crews
extinguish derailment fire

LIVINGSTON, Ky. (AP) — A chemi-
cal fire at a Kentucky train derailment that
caused evacuations has been extinguished
and people can return to their homes, rail
operator CSX said Thursday.

CSX spokesperson Bryan Tucker said in
an email Thursday afternoon that “the fire
is completely out.” He said that authorities
and CSX officials reviewed air monitoring
data and decided it was safe to let displaced
return home.

The CSX train derailed around 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday near Livingston, a remote town
with about 200 people in Rockcastle Coun-
ty. Residents were encouraged to evacuate.

Two of the 16 cars that derailed carried
molten sulfur, which caught fire after the
cars were breached, CSX said in a state-
ment.

It’s believed that the fire released the
potentially harmful gas sulfur dioxide, but
officials have not released results of measure-

ments taken from air monitoring equipment
that was being deployed Wednesday night.

The derailment meant some Livingston
residents woke up on Thanksgiving in a
middle school shelter.

According to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency website, sulfur dioxide can
cause respiratory problems, depending on
the concentration and length of exposure.
The gas is commonly produced by burning
fossil fuels at power plants and other indus-
trial processes, the EPA says.

The danger from sulfur dioxide tends to
be direct and quick, irritating the lungs and
skin, said Neil Donahue, a chemistry profes-
sor at Carnegie Mellon University.

“It is just nasty, caustic, and acidic stuff
that hurts. It’s unpleasant to be in,” Donahue
said.

Once the fire was put out, the threat from
the chemicals was expected to diminish
quickly, Donahue said.
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FBI ends investigation of car
wreck at Niagara Falls bridge,
no indication of terrorism

NIAGARA FALLS,
N.Y. (AP) — The FBI has
ended its investigation of a
fiery car wreck that killed
two people at a border
checkpoint in Niagara Falls
after finding no evidence
that it was a terror attack,
easing a period of high ten-
sions as Americans headed
into the Thanksgiving holi-
day.

The FBI’s decision late
Wednesday came several
hours after the vehicle raced
through an intersection, hit
a median and was launched
through the air before slam-
ming into a line of booths
and exploding at the Rain-
bow Bridge in Niagara
Falls. Local police are now
handling the case as a traffic
investigation.

“A search of the scene
revealed no explosive
materials, and no terrorism
nexus was identified,” the
FBI’s Buffalo office said
in a statement. “The mat-
ter has been turned over to
the Niagara Falls Police
Department as a traffic
investigation.”

The investigation has
been taken over by the
Niagara Falls Police Depart-
ment’s Crash Management
Unit, according to a news
release from the city’s police
department, which added
“Due to the complexity of
the incident, the investiga-
tion will take some time to
complete.”

The two people who
died were a husband and
wife, according to a per-

son briefed on the investi-
gation who spoke to The
Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity because
they were not authorized to
release information about
the people who were killed.
The identities of those in
the car have not yet been
released.

The crash prompted
the closure of the Rain-
bow Bridge and three other
bridges connecting western
New York and Ontario, as

federal officials swarmed
the area and both U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau received briefings.
Hours later, officials sought
to calm concerns on what is
one the busiest travel days
of the year.

“Based on what we know
at this moment,” New York
Gov. Kathy Hochul said at
a news conference, “there is
no sign of terrorist activity
in this crash.”

Public

BIDDING ENDS NOVEMBER 24 - (Online Only Auction) -
Fiechter, seller. 2357 N. Main St., Bluffton. Glock, Smith &
Wesson, Sig Sauer, Ruger, Beretta, Remington, Century Arms,
Kel-Tec, Kahr, Savage Arms, Winchester, Bushmaster, Saltwater
Arms, handguns, pistols, rifles, shotguns. Sale manager, Isaac

Stoller, The Steffen Group Inc.,

com.

260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.

NOVEMBER 27 - 6 p.m. - Pamela & Rick Myers, owners. Auc-
tion conducted at Wells County 4-H Community Center, 1240
4-H Park Road, Bluffton, IN. Land located at County Rd. 100 N &
State Rd. 116, NW corner of Bluffton. 118.91 acres, Sec. 28 & 33,
Lancaster Twp., Wells County. These farms will be offered in the
following tracts, and/or combined. Tract 1: 26.18 acres. Tract 2:
92.73 acres. Auctioneer: Jody Holloway, 260-273-0999, Holloway
Auction Company, Inc., 260-824-5060, www.HollowayAuction.

DECEMBER 1 - 8 a.m. - Secured creditors & various con-
signors, owners. 815 Adams St., Decatur. Truck & equipment
auction. Live and online bidding. Offering 700+ lots! 2012-2014
Freightliner M2106 box trucks, dump trucks, day cabs, sleepers,
utility trucks, bucket, trucks, utility & semi trailers, SUV'’s, pickup
trucks, 100+ various skid steer attachments & much more! Cars,
SUV, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pickup trucks, cargo & passenger vans!
Accepting consignments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC,

Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

DECEMBER 5 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m. ET. (Online) - Farm: Goodwin
Trust. Property location: 2 miles north of Markle, IN at the inter-
section of N Marzane Road and W 800 N. 157.3+/- total acres,
136.9+/- tillable, 12.2+/- CRP, 8.2+/- non-tillable. Prime farmland,
tillable, CRP, Wells County, Union Township. Soil types: Pewamo
silty clay loam, Glynwood clay & silt loam, Del Rey-Blount silt
loams, Glynwood-Mississinewa clay loam. WAPI: 133.5 corn bu,
40.2 soybeans bu. Halderman Real Estate & Farm Management,
800-424-2324, halderman.com, Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181.

Season

throughout the year?

owners.

markets.

chains.

billion in revenue.

vs. $105 for a chain store.

ure, Christmas is a great time
to shower your loved ones
with locally bought gifts. But
what about the other major holidays

Extend your yuletide joy to Mother’s
Day, Father’s Day, birthdays and
anniversaries for maximum impact on
your local community and business

Your effort in doing so may make
more of a difference than you realize. A recent collaborative study by the Small
Business Administration, United States Department of Labor and other major
organizations found that small businesses employ about 77 million Americans
and account for 65 percent of all new jobs over the past 17 years.

So by spending your money locally, you are helping keep your friends and
neighbors employed during the holiday season and beyond!

Here are some of the other notable findings from the study:

» Eighty-nine percent of consumers agree that independent businesses
contribute positively to local economies.
+ Residential neighborhoods served by a successful independent business
district gained, on average, 50 percent more in home values than their citywide

* Independent retailers return more than three times as much money per
dollar of sales than chain competitors. Independent restaurants return more
than two times as much money per dollar of sales than national restaurant

- If independent businesses regained their 1990 market shares, it would
create 200,000 new small businesses, generate nearly $300 billion in revenues
and employ more than 1.6 million American workers.

- If just half of the United States employed population spent $50 each month
at locally owned independent businesses, it would generate more than $42.6

« For every square foot a local firm occupies, the local economy gains $179,

Santa says ... Be sure to shop these businesses:

% Above & Beyond Vehicle Reconditioning

% Bluffton Tire
% Daniel’s Jewelers
% Gerber Furniture
% Lengerich Meats
% Mattress + Furniture ¥ Parlor City Cabinetry

% Unique Blue Bar & Grill
% Wells County Chamber of Commerce
% Wells County Foundation

Gift “Chamber Bucks” ... available at the
Wells County Chamber of Commerce

2% Moser & Son
2% Northwood

2% Paddlefish

Computer
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in season home opener

By ANDREW FEEBACK
Three-point shooting
proved to be a major factor
in Wednesday night’s boys
basketball game between
the Norwell Knights and the
visiting Carroll Chargers.

The Chargers knocked
down 10 from beyond the
arc, compared to just one
by the Knights, and Norwell
dropped its season opener
66-49.

There really wasn’t an
easy way to defend a very
quick and athletic Charger
team that could also hit out-
side shots.

“We were really worried
about their penetration,”
coach Mike McBride said.
“They had some guys who
could drive it and were very
explosive to the basket. That
concerned us, so we really
tried to protect that.”

Norwell took an early
10-6 lead, as Carroll wasn’t
hitting shots early. But once
they got going, there wasn’t
much Norwell could do to
slow them down.

Long-range buckets from
Jairye Sampson, Jaxon Par-
don and Cannen Houser led
to an 11-0 run in a span of
less than two minutes as the
Chargers jumped in front.

Two more triples from
Sampson and Houser had
Carroll up 27-15.

The Chargers took their
biggest lead of the game at
41-23 after a three-pointer
from Tyler Morris.

“They shot it well in the
first half,” McBride said. “I
thought the other thing that
hurt us in the first half was
they had transition layups.
Several times, they got the
ball out, pushed it up and
got a layup, and we just
didn’t get back. That’s an
area we’ve got to improve
on and get better at.”

Seven of Carroll’s treys

came in the first half, result-
ing in a 16-point halftime
lead for the visitors.

Norwell attempted just
one shot from behind the arc
in the first half and finished
the game 1 of 6.

“Our gameplan was to go
inside,” McBride said. “We
made that an emphasis com-
ing in, and we did a good
job of that. They have really
good defensive length, and
they’re very athletic, which
caused some problems. We
knew this would be a game
where we wouldn’t shoot a
lot of threes.”

The inside play of Ash-
ton Federspiel allowed Nor-
well to climb back in it for
awhile, with the senior scor-
ing 14 of his team-leading
32 points in the third quarter
on 7 of 7 shooting.

The Knights got within
six points on two occasions,
the second of which came
after Federspiel’s three-
point play early in the fourth
quarter made it 50-44.

“I think he’s in for a big
year,” McBride said. “He’s
worked really hard, and
I think he’s going to be a
handful for teams inside.
Now, what he’s got to do is
understand and recognize
when double teams come,
he’s got to be able to play
out of that. Once we start
to see those things happen,
you’ll probably start to see
us get a little more looks
outside.”

Carroll got timely triples
from Pardon and Morris to
push its lead back to double
digits.

Cohen Bailey made Nor-
well’s only three-pointer of
the game to make it 58-49,
but the Knights failed to
score over the remaining
four minutes.

Federspiel’s 32 points led
all scorers. Bailey added 11.

Sampson topped the
Chargers with 21, while
Pardon had 14 and Houser
scored 13.

Only four players scored
for Norwell in this game,
and McBride wants to see
someone emerge as a con-
sistent third scoring threat.

“We’ve got a different
team this year, and we’ve
got to play to our strengths,”
he said. “Ashton and Cohen
were our two tonight, now
we’ve got to get a third
guy. Whether that third guy
is Cade Shelton, or Adam
(McBride), or maybe it’s
a different third guy every
night, we’ve got to get one
more guy to double fig-
ures. If we can do that, then
I think we’ll be in a good
spot.”

Norwell will travel to
Mississinewa Tuesday
night.

The Knights took the JV
game 44-33, led by Brady
Smith with 16 points and
Nick McBride with 11.

CARROLL 66, NORWELL 49
At Norwell

CARROLL (1-0): Jairye Sampson
9-11 0-2 21, Briggs Pardon 1-3 2-2 4,
Jaxon Pardon 6-13 0-0 14, Cannen
Houser 4-6 2-2 13, Evan Hall 0-0 0-0
0, Tyler Morris 2-3 0-0 6, Miles Hering
0-0 0-0 0, Grant Peters 3-4 0-0 6, Pax-
ton Crane 0-3 0-0 0, Brody Fisher 1-2
0-2 2. TOTALS: 26-45 4-8 66.

NORWELL (0-1): Cade Shelton 1-3
0-1 2, Caiden Petrie 0-0 0-0 0, Garry
Riley 0-0 0-0 0, Brady Smith 0-1 0-0
0, Kaedyn Quintanilla 0-1 0-0 0, Adam
McBride 1-4 2-4 4, Trace Moser 0-0
0-0 0, Owen Wallis 0-0 0-0 0, Cohen
Bailey 4-9 2-2 11, Nick McBride 0-0
0-0 0, Ashton Federspiel 14-21 4-7 32,
Ryne Thornton 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS:
20-39 8-14 49.

Carroll 17 24 9 16

Norwell 12 13 16 8

Three-point Goals: Carroll 10-20
(Houser 3-4, Sampson 3-4, Morris
2-3, Jaxon Pardon 2-7, Fisher 0-1,
Crane 0-1), Norwell 1-6 (Bailey 1-3,
Adam McBride 0-2, Federspiel 0-1).
Rebounds: Carroll 23 (Crane 8, Hous-
er 5, Peters 3, Briggs Pardon 2, Jaxon
Pardon 2, Sampson 2, Fisher 1),
Norwell 16 (Federspiel 5, Quintanilla
3, Shelton 3, Bailey 3, Adam McBride
2). Turnovers: Carroll 13, Norwell 16.
Fouls: Carroll 13, Norwell 11. Fouled
out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: Norwell 44, Carroll 33.

- 66
- 49

Above, Norwell senior Ash-
ton Federspiel, right, drives
toward the hoop as Car-
roll’s Brody Fisher attempts
to cut off the route in the
second half of Wednesday
night’s non-conference
match at Norwell. Feder-
spiel led all scorers with 32
points.

At right, Norwell senior
Cohen Bailey, right,

glides toward the hoop as
Carroll’s Jaxon Pardon
attempts the block during
the first half. The Knights
dropped the season open-
er, 66-49.

(Photos by Chad Kline)

SW’s Chandler Oswalt’s 26 points cannot
overcome Bellmont's quickness, numbers

By RICK SPRUNGER

Southern Wells pried the
lid off the 2023-24 boys’
basketball season Wednes-
day night when the Raiders
played host to Bellmont.

Bellmont proved to be
rude guests as it handed the
Raiders a 71-37 thrashing.

Southern Wells coach
Joel Roush was unfazed by
the one-sided loss, prefer-
ring instead to focus on his
team’s development.

“Bellmont is a much
improved team from last
year, and I thought they
were pretty good last year”
said Roush after the game,
tipping his hat to the other
side. “They have skill, they
have quickness, and they
have length.”

Bellmont enjoyed a con-
siderable size advantage
over the Raiders, who gave
away an average of three
inches per starter.

And that kind of length
proved pivotal in the game’s
opening moments.

After Southern Wells
earned an early 2-2 tie,
Bellmont ran away with the
game on the strength of an
effective 2-2-1 press that
forced the Raiders into five
turnovers, five straight miss-
es from the field, and two
timeouts, all in the span of
just four minutes.

Bellmont took the lead
for good on a pair of free
throws by Jack Scheumann,
then connected on seven
straight field goal attempts,
all of them from directly
under the basket.

Gavin Krull turned a
steal into one layup, then
took an outlet pass after a

steal by Kord Fuelling for
another within 14 seconds
of each other, driving Roush
to his first timeout.

Scheumann then scored
on back-to-back layups,
Dylan Velez and Fuelling
both connected from under-
neath, and Andrew James
punctuated the Braves’
dominance with another
steal and dunk for an 18-2
score with still 3:04 left in
the first quarter.

The lead ballooned all
the way up to 49-16 after
Krull’s desperation, off-bal-
ance three-point heave from
the left corner found its way
into the basket at the half-
time buzzer.

To add insult to injury,
Krull was fouled on the play
but missed the free throw.

“We needed to communi-
cate better defensively, and
we needed better movement
on the defensive side,” said
Roush of his team’s first-
half struggles.

“Once we started com-
municating better on
defense in the second half,
we were noticeably better.”

Southern Wells also tried
some things offensively.

Although the Raiders
struggled on the perimeter
against Bellmont’s relent-
less pressure, once they got
past the Braves’ perimeter
defense, they were consis-
tently able to get the ball
into the post.

They had a hard time fin-
ishing, but Bellmont’s con-
siderable size advantage had
plenty to do with that.

“It’s much easier to shoot
from the outside when
you're set rather than hav-

ing to create your own shot
off the dribble,” explained
Roush of his team’s offen-
sive strategy.

“When three-pointers get
made, it’s because we’ve
driven the gap and pitched it
back out.

“We want to play below
the free-throw line.

Or from well behind it.

Chandler Oswalt rifled
five three-pointers, all of
them in the second half,
and most of them from well
behind the arc.

He ended up with a
game-high 26 points on
8-for-15 shooting from the
field.

Even the opposing coach
noticed.

“Oswalt shoots as well
as anyone we’ll see this
year,” complimented first-
year Bellmont coach Peyton
Selking, knowing full well
that “anyone-we’ll-see-this-
year” includes considerably
faster company than South-
ern Wells runs in.

“Not only can he shoot
it,” pointed out his own
coach, Roush, “he is a much
more complete player than
he was last year.

“He is the one who start-
ed our communication on
defense in the second half.

“He and Evan Penning-
ton are our team leaders.”

Southern Wells also had
moments when it tried to
run with the fleet-footed
Braves.

“We want to run selec-
tively, if we can get the floor
scattered and get the ball in
the middle,” said Roush.

“But right now, we have
only six varsity players, so

we’ll pick our spots.

“We dress nine, but only
six are ready for varsity ball
right now.”

Bellmont placed three
players in double figures,
led by Scheumann with 20
points on 9-for-12 shooting,
James with 16 on 5-for-8,
and Fuelling with 13 on
6-for-9.

None of those three
played in the fourth quarter.

Bellmont finished 29-for-
48 from the field for a red-
hot .604 shooting percent-
age.

Southern Wells was
13-for-33 for .394.

Bellmont won the junior
varsity contest by a 57-24
score.

Southern Wells got
seven points each from Trey
Slusher, six from Joshua
Aulbach, and four from
‘Wade Tappy.

BELLMONT 71,

SOUTHERN WELLS 37
at Southern Wells
BELLMONT (1-0): Andrew James 5-8
6-6 16, Jack Scheumann 9-12 0-0 20,
Kord Fuelling 6-9 0-0 13, Dylan Velez
1-2 0-0 2, Gavin Krull 2-3 0-1 4, Will
Baker 2-6 0-0 6, Job Hoffman 1-1 0-1
2, Daniel Vogel 0-1 1-2 1, Maddux Miller
1-2 0-0 3, Beau Baker 1-3 0-0 2, Jake
Hackman 1-1 0-0 2. TOTAL: 29-48 7-10
71.

SOUTHERN WELLS (0-1): Andrew
Aker 1-4 0-0 2, C.J. Reber 0-2 1-2 1,
Evan Pennington 3-7 0-1 6, Chandler
Oswalt 8-15 5-7 26, Perrin Gates
1-3 0-2 2, Caleb Johnson 0-2 0-0 0.
TOTAL: 13-33 6-12 37.

Bellmont 2722 157 -T1
SouthernWells 8 8 12 9 -37
Three-point shooting: Bellmont 6-18
(James 0-2, Scheumann 2-4, Fuelling
1-1, Velez 0-1, Krull 0-1, W. Baker 2-5,

Vogel 0-1, Miller 1-2, B. Baker 0-1),
Southern Wells 5-12 (Aker 0-1, Reber
0-2, Oswalt 5-9). Rebounds: Bell-
mont 29 (Fuelling 5), Southern Wells
15. Turnovers: Bellmont 9, Southern
Wells 17. Personal fouls: Bellmont 16,
Southern Wells 12. Fouled Out: None.
Technical fouls: None.

Junior Varsity: Bellmont 57, Southern
Wells 24.

SPORTS

Edey’s 28 points, 15 boards
power No. 2 Purdue past No.
4 Marquette for Maui title

By KALANI TAKASE, Associated Press
HONOLULU (AP) — Zach Edey and his Purdue
teammates certainly earned a Thanksgiving feast. Forgive

them if all they really want is a well-deserved break.
Edey had 28 points and 15 rebounds to carry the
second-ranked Boilermakers to a 78-75 win over No. 4
Marquette in the championship game of the Maui Invi-

tational on Wednesday.

The early-season matchup of undefeated teams did
not disappoint in an entertaining event featuring five
programs ranked among the top 11 in the country. Pur-
due took home the title after three hard-fought wins in
three days against No. 11 Gonzaga, No. 7 Tennessee

and then Marquette.

“I don’t think anyone’s leaving this tournament
thinking they don’t have a chance to win it all,” Boil-
ermakers coach Matt Painter said. “I thought our guys
were resilient and I think games like this, whether you
win or lose, it obviously makes you a better team.”

Edey, the reigning national Player of the Year, shot
11 of 19 from the field and led the Boilermakers (6-0)
to their first Maui Invitational title. The 7-foot-4 senior
center from Toronto was selected the tournament’s
most valuable player after averaging 25.3 points and 13

rebounds.

“He’s a horse. He’s a moose down there,” Painter
said. “He doesn’t have crap that a lot of young people
have that get recruited heavily — he doesn’t have that.
He doesn’t have a sense of entitlement. He’s gonna play
and he wants to earn what he gets.”

Purdue led by 15 early in the second half, but Mar-
quette chipped away and pulled to 76-75 on a basket by
Oso Ighodaro with less than a minute left. Edey gave
his team some breathing room with a right-handed put-
back of Braden Smith’s missed jumper for a 78-75 lead
with 18 seconds remaining.

“The ball kind of came to me. I didn’t try to get two
hands on it, so I just tried to hit it at the rim and that

worked,” Edey said.

Goff's career-high 3 fumbles pave way for Lions’ 29-22 loss to Packers

DETROIT (AP) —
Detroit Lions quarterback
Jared Goff struggled to
move his offense consis-
tently for the second game
in five days.

Goff lost a career-high
three fumbles in the 29-22
loss to the Green Bay Pack-
ers on Thursday.

“I’ve got some time here
to look at a couple of things
and see where we can get a
little more efficient,” coach
Dan Campbell. “At the
same time, this is the same

team that’s been here all
year — offense, defense.

“Goff is the same quar-
terback. If we clean a couple
things up, I think we’ll get
back in a rhythm and be just
fine.”

In the Lions’ 31-26 win
over the Bears on Sunday,
Goff threw three intercep-
tions for the first time in
three years with the fran-
chise.

“The turnovers in the
first half have certainly
been a problem the last two

games that put us behind
and subsequently it’s part of
the reason we lost today,”
Goff said. “The efficiency
and how well you’d like to
play on offense can certain-
ly go up. The last two games
is not to our standard.”

Campbell insisted he’s
not in a panic mode as the
NFC North-leading Lions
(8-3) lost some of their
cushion in the division race.

Goff takes responsibility
for the turnovers.

“Can always do that bet-

ter and yeah, it’s a part of
my job,” he said.

Goff fumbled and lost
the ball in the first quarter
on a second-and-12 play
at the Detroit 23-yard line,
when the ball was knocked
out as he was attempting
to throw it. The play was
reviewed and the call stood.
It was recovered by Green
Bay’s Jonathan Owens
and returned 27 yards for a
touchdown.

On the Lions’ next pos-
session, Goff scrambled up

the middle for 2 yards, then
fumbled and the Packers’
Karl Brooks recovered.

Early in the fourth quar-
ter, Goff was sacked by
Rashan Gary and fumbled.
Gary, who tied a career high
with three sacks, made the
recovery.

The Packers pressured
Goff throughout the game,
sacking him three times and
hitting him 12 times.

“I don’t blame our O-line
as the reason for that at
all,” Goff said. “I probably

could’ve got rid of the ball a
bit quicker on some of those
as well.”

Goff and the offense
came out firing in the third
quarter on a seven-play
drive ending with a 6-yard
touchdown run by David
Montgomery and a 2-point
conversion by the running
back to close the gap to
23-14.

In the fourth quarter,
Goff was 1 of 3 on fourth
downs, including one that
ended with his fumble.
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FOOTBALL
College

Major Scores, Thursday, Nov. 23
SOUTH

Alabama St. 41, Tuskegee 3
Mississippi 17, Mississippi St. 7

AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
WL T Pct PF PA
Miami 7 3 0 .700 305238
Buffalo 6 5 0 .545294190
N.Y. Jets 4 6 0 .400 150204
New England 2 8 0 .200 141238
South
WL T Pct PF PA
Jacksonville 7 3 0 .700 230204
Houston 6 4 0 .600 238208
Indianapolis 5 5 0 .500 242248
Tennessee 3 7 0 .300 168214
North
WL T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 8 3 0 .727 304177
Cleveland 7 3 0 .700 227 180
Pittsburgh 6 4 0 .600 166 195
Cincinnati 5 5 0 .500 202226
West
WL T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 7 3 0 .700 225164
Denver 5 5 0 .500 217 268
Las Vegas 56 0 .455 185225
L.A.Chargers 4 6 0 .400 259 238
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
WL T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 9 1 0 .900 273212
Dallas 8 3 0 .727 347185
Washington 4 8 0 .333 246 350
N.Y.Giants 3 8 0 .273 149285
South
WL T Pct PF PA
New Orleans 5 5 0 .500 214198
Atlanta 4 6 0 .400 189217
TampaBay 4 6 0 .400 192200
Carolina 19 0 .100 163275
North
WL T Pct PF PA
Detroit 8 3 0 .727 294 258
Minnesota 6 5 0 .545 253230
GreenBay 5 6 0 .455 231224
Chicago 3 8 0 .273 230286
West
WL T Pct PF PA
San Francisco8 3 0 .700 279 157
Seattle 6 5 0 .600216218
L.A. Rams 4 6 0 .400 195220
Arizona 2 9 0 .182 192284

Thursday’s Games
Green Bay 29, Detroit 22
Dallas 45, Washington 10
San Francisco 31, Seattle 13
Friday’s Games
Miami at N.Y. Jets, 3 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Carolina at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Houston, 1 p.m.
New England at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Denver, 4:05 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Buffalo at Philadelphia, 4:25 p.m.
Kansas City at Las Vegas, 4:25 p.m.
Baltimore at L.A. Chargers, 8:20 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Chicago at Minnesota, 8:15 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 30
Seattle at Dallas, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 3
Arizona at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Atlanta at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Denver at Houston, 1 p.m.
Detroit at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at New England, 1 p.m.
Miami at Washington, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Tampa Bay, 4:05 p.m.
Cleveland at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m.
San Francisco at Philadelphia, 4:25

p.m.
Kansas City at Green Bay, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Baltimore, Buffalo, Las Vegas,
Chicago, Minnesota, N.Y. Giants
Monday, Dec. 4
Cincinnati at Jacksonville, 8:15 p.m.

BASKETBALL
High School

Wednesday’s Scores
Girls Prep Basketball
Floyd Central 55, Eastern (Pekin) 19
Franklin Co. 43, Lawrenceburg 36
Gibson Southern 57, Princeton 41
Greensburg 65, E. Central 19
Lake Central 68, Chesterton 33
Lanesville 67, S. Central(Elizabeth) 26
Lapel 55, Alexandria 45
Madison 61, Southwstrn (Hanover) 38
Monrovia 49, Eminence 41
N. Decatur 64, Switzerland Co. 53
N. Miami 43, Maconaquah 42
Portage 58, Michigan City 46
Silver Creek 40, N. Harrison 18
Tri 60, Knightstown 23
Triton Central 41, Morristown 25
Valparaiso 56, Merrillville 50
Warren Centr 56, Indpls Cathedral 48
Whiteland 76, Decatur Central 37
Boys Prep Basketball
Barr-Reeve 50, Washington 46
Bellmont 71, Southern Wells 37
Bloomfield 58, Owen Valley 41
Bremen 53, Argos 45
Carroll (Ft. Wayne) 66, Norwell 49
Center Grove 77, Greenwood 51
C Noble 67, Ft. Wayne Canterbury 47
Charlestwn 60, S.Centr(Elizabeth)
58, OT
Clinton Prairie 63, Frankfort 56
Concord 64, Prairie Heights 13
De La Salle, Ill. 77, Bosco 45
Eastern Hancock 61, Centerville 51
Forest Park 73, Crawford Co. 35
Frankton 79, Eastern (Greentown) 51
Garrett 48, Heritage 35
Gary West 63, Valparaiso 61
Greenwood Christian 62, Lebanon 45
Guerin Cath 72, Indpls Park Tudor 59
Hammond Central 62, Thornton Frac-
tional South, IIl. 53
Hammond Noll 77, Munster 61
Homestead 54, Huntington North 40
Indpls Cathedral 92, Warren Centr 71
Indpls Scecina 66, Indpls Irvington 62
Indy Brebeuf 66, Hamilton SE 42
Knightstown 57, Tri 48
Marion 64, Mississinewa 58
Mishawaka 61, Tippecanoe Valley 47
Monrovia 74, Eminence 26
N. Knox 45, White River Valley 39
New Albany 86, Clarksville 40
Noblesville 65, Hamilton Hts. 35
North Vigo 54, Mooresville 38
Northeastern 60, Seton Catholic 55
Oak Hill 51, Wabash 28
Parke Heritage 70, W. Vigo 41
Perry Central 49, Tell City 29
Peru 69, Logansport 52
Plainfield 51, Avon 39
Plymouth 59, Glenn 43
Purdue Polytechnic 88, Victory 26
Rochester 70, Culver 35
Rossville 67, Delphi 53
S. Bend Clay 90, Highland 56
Scottsburg 86, Austin 35
Shelbyville 51, Rushville 19
Shenandoah 41, Daleville 39
Southwest (Hanover) 80, Madison 55
Sullivan 50, Vincennes (S Knox) 34
Tecumseh 56, S. Spencer 48
Tri-West 75, Cascade 55
Triton 56, Oregon-Davis 43
Triton Central 62, Morristown 22
Union City 46, S. Adams 29
Vincennes 57, Pike Central 40
W. Lafayette 52, McCutcheon 48
W. Washington 49, Salem 37
Wes-Del 62, Cambridge Lincoln 51
Whiteland 72, Jennings Co. 68
Whitko 54, Columbia City 51, OT
Woodlan 66, New Haven 64

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L GB

Boston 12 3 .800 —
Philadelphia 10 5 .667 2
New York 8 6 .57 3%
Toronto 7 8 467 5
Brooklyn 6 8 429 5%

Southeast Division

Pct GB

Miami 10 5 .667 —
Orlando 10 5 .667 —

Atlanta 7 7 500 2%
Charlotte 5 9 357 4%
Washington 2 12 143 T
Central Division

Pct GB
Milwaukee 10 5 .667 —
Indiana 8 6 .57 1%
Cleveland 8 7 533 2
Chicago 5 11 313 5%
Detroit 2 13 133 8

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division
W L Pct GB

Dallas 10 5 .667 —
Houston 7 6 .538 2
New Orleans 8 7 .533 2
Memphis 3 11 214 6%
San Antonio 3 12 .200 7
Northwest Division

L Pct GB
Minnesota 1 3 .786 —
Oklahoma City 11 4 .733 VA
Denver 10 5 .667 1%
Portland 4 11 267 7%
Utah 4 11 267 7%

Pacific Division

w Pct GB
Phoenix 9 6 .600 —
Sacramento 8 6 .57 VA
L.A. Lakers 9 7 .563 Ya
L.A. Clippers 6 7 462 2
Golden State 7 9 438 2%

Wednesday’s Games
Charlotte 117, Washington 114
Orlando 124, Denver 119
Miami 129, Cleveland 96
Boston 119, Milwaukee 116
Toronto 132, Indiana 131
Atlanta 147, Brooklyn 145, OT
Minnesota 112, Philadelphia 99
Oklahoma City 116, Chicago 102
L.A. Clippers 109, San Antonio 102
New Orleans 117, Sacramento 112
Portland 121, Utah 105
Dallas 104, L.A. Lakers 101
Houston 111, Memphis 91
Phoenix 123, Golden State 115
Thursday’s Games
No games scheduled.
Friday’s Games
Boston at Orlando, 2:30 p.m.
Phoenix at Memphis, 5 p.m.
Chicago at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Miami at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Denver at Houston, 8 p.m.
Detroit at Indiana, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Washington at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
San Antonio at Golden State, 10 p.m.
New Orleans at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

College

Men’s Basketball Scores
Wednesday, Nov. 22
EAST
American 68, Mount St. Mary’s 65
Florida 86, Pittsburgh 71
Harvard 76, Colgate 70
Hofstra 97, High Point 92, OT
lona 89, Buffalo 64
Mississippi 77, Temple 76
Rhode Island 97, Johnson & Wales
(RI) 59
St. Bonaventure 67, Bucknell 61
St. Francis (Pa.) 107, Franciscan 54
UMass 89, CCSU 60
Vermont 106, Northern VVermont-
Johnson 57
Virginia 56, West Virginia 54
SOUTH
Appalachian St. 67, Murray St. 57
Campbell 65, The Citadel 58
Louisiana Tech 71, McNeese St. 62
Louisiana-Lafayette 92, Long Beach
St. 82
Maine 70, South Florida 59
Memphis 71, Michigan 67
Merrimack 96, NC A&T 73
Morehead St. 94, Midway 53
N. Kentucky 88, Texas A&M-CC 73
Princeton 76, Old Dominion 56
Queens (NC) 97, Fairleigh Dickinsn 84
S. Dakota St. 65, Southern Miss. 54
S. Utah 74, Texas St. 67
Sam Houston St. 86, Grambling St. 68
Samford 99, Alabama St. 67
Tenn Tech 79, Presbyterian 75, OT
UT Martin 105, No Alabama 103, 20T
MIDWEST
Cincinnati 89, Georgia Tech 54
Cleveland St. 72, ETSU 70
Creighton 88, Loyola Chicago 65
Kansas St. 100, Cent. Arkansas 56
Missouri 82, SC State 59
Nebraska 89, Duquesne 79
North Carolina 91, N. lowa 69
Notre Dame 75, Md.-Eastern Shore 55
Omaha 76, Mid-America Christian 59
South Dakota 100, Northland 48
UC Irvine 77, Toledo 71
Wisconsin 69, SMU 61
Wright St. 74, lllinois St. 49
SOUTHWEST
Bradley 63, UTEP 59
Georgia St. 93, UALR 90, OT
Incarnate Word 67, Jacksonville St. 66
New Mexico 90, Rice 56
Tarleton St. 59, CS Bakersfield 40
Texas-Arlington 82, Alcorn St. 69
Villanova 85, Texas Tech 69
FAR WEST
Air Force 64, VMI 54
Arkansas 77, Stanford 74, 20T
Austin Peay 74, Sacramento St. 71
Baylor 88, Oregon St. 72
Chicago St. 84, Morgan St. 83
Colorado St. 86, Boston College 74
Denver 100, Colorado Christian 68
E. Washington 97, Walla Walla 46
Hawaii 70, N. Arizona 61
Indiana St. 90, Pepperdine 82
James Madison 95, Fresno St. 64
Kansas 69, Tennessee 60
Montana St. 69, UC Riverside 68
Purdue 78, Marquette 75
Radford 79, N. Colorado 68
S. lllinois 81, New Mexico St. 54
San Francisco 76, Fort Wayne 60
Seattle 92, Idaho 55
Syracuse 105, Chaminade 56
UC Santa Barbara 91, Westmont 79
Thursday, Nov. 23
EAST

Villanova 83, North Carolina 81, OT

SOUTH

lowa St. 68, VCU 64

Virginia Tech 82, Boise St. 75

MIDWEST

Colorado St. 69, Creighton 48

FAU 91, Butler 86

Loyola Chicago 71, Boston College 68

Oklahoma 79, lowa 67

SOUTHWEST

Memphis 84, Arkansas 79

Texas A&M 89, Penn St. 77

Texas Tech 72, N. lowa 70

FAR WEST

Arizona 74, Michigan St. 68

Gonzaga 69, UCLA 65

Southern Cal 71, Seton Hall 63

Tulane 84, California 81

Women’s Basketball Scores

Thursday, Nov. 23

EAST

Bowling Green 85, Lehigh 73

Princeton 77, Oklahoma 63

Sacred Heart 73, Tarzans 42

W Virginia 54, George Washington 51

SOUTH

Appalachian St. 68, Furman 63

Bethune-Cookman 64, Bradley 57

Campbell 60, Morgan St. 46

Elon 75, Georgia St. 68

Indiana St. 64, Radford 52

Mercer 73, Marist 67, OT

Michigan St. 95, James Madison 69

NC State 84, Kentucky 55

S. lllinois 55, Charlotte 52

South Florida 61, High Point 32

UCF 63, Jackson St. 54

VCU 56, St. John’s 51
MIDWEST

Creighton 57, Georgia Tech 46
Green Bay 85, UMass 52
Indiana 71, Tennessee 57
SOUTHWEST

Nebraska 75, Lamar 61

TCU 85, UTEP 56

Texas 84, Arizona St. 42

FAR WEST

Colorado 77, Cincinnati 60
Montana St. 75, New Mexico 57
Washington St. 87, Maryland 67

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Boston 1814 1 3 3163 38
Florida 1912 6 1 2558 52
TampaBay 20 9 6 52370 72
Toronto 1710 5 2 22 62 59
Detroit 18 9 6 32165 57
Buffalo 19 8 9 218 54 61
Montreal 19 8 9 218 56 69
Ottawa 15 8 7 016 57 49
Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
N.Y.Rangers 1713 3 1 27 56 40
Washington 1610 4 2 22 43 43
Carolina 1811 7 02262 57
Philadelphia 1910 8 1 21 62 55
N.Y. Islanders18 7 6 5 19 47 58
Pittsburgh 18 9 9 0 18 58 47
New Jersey 17 8 8 1 17 59 66
Columbus 20 511 4 14 58 73

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Dallas 1812 4 2 26 62 50
Colorado 1812 6 024 70 55
Winnipeg 1811 5 2 24 66 56
St. Louis 1810 7 121 53 52
Arizona 19 8 9 218 63 63
Nashville 18 810 0 16 56 59
Minnesota 17 5 8 4 14 54 70
Chicago 17 512 0 10 43 63

Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Vegas 2014 4 2 30 69 48
Vancouver 2013 6 127 80 51
Los Angeles 1711 3 3 25 67 45
Seattle 21 8 8 52161 73
Anaheim 19 910 0 18 54 60
Calgary 19 7 9 317 54 67
Edmonton 18 512 1 11 53 72
San Jose 19 315 1 728 83

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point
for overtime loss. Top three teams in
each division and two wild cards per
conference advance to playoffs.
Wednesday’s Games

Detroit 4, New Jersey 0
Columbus 7, Chicago 3
Boston 3, Florida 1
Washington 4, Buffalo 3, OT
Winnipeg 3, Tampa Bay 2, OT
N.Y. Rangers 1, Pittsburgh 0
Carolina 6, Edmonton 3
N.Y. Islanders 3, Philadelphia 2
St. Louis 6, Arizona 5
Nashville 4, Calgary 2
Vegas 2, Dallas 1, OT
Seattle 7, San Jose 1
Montreal 4, Anaheim 3
Colorado 5, Vancouver 2

Thursday’s Games
No games scheduled

Friday’s Games

Detroit at Boston, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Toronto at Chicago, 2 p.m.
Columbus at New Jersey, 3 p.m.
Edmonton at Washington, 3 p.m.
Nashville at St. Louis, 3 p.m.
Los Angeles at Anaheim, 3:30 p.m.
Montreal at San Jose, 3:30 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Buffalo, 6 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Ottawa, 7:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 8 p.m.
Winnipeg at Florida, 8 p.m.
Calgary at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Colorado at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.
Vancouver at Seattle, 10 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Thursday’s Transactions
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
SAN ANTONIO SPURS — Assigned
G/F Sidy Cissoko and G Blake Wesley
to the Austin Spurs of the G League.
FOOTBALL
National Football League
HOUSTON TEXANS — Signed DT
Bruce Hector and DE Kerry Hyder to
the practice squad.
LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Waived
MLF Jaylon Smith.
LOS ANGELES RAMS — Signed
RB Darrell Henderson to the practice

squad.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Elevated RB
Darrynton Evans to the active roster.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed
WR Trishton Jackson to the practice
squad.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Waived K
Cade York.

NEW YORK JETS — Activated OT
Duane Brown. Released OLs Chris
Glaser and Chris Glaser. Elevated
OLs Xavier Newman-Johnson, Jake
Hanson and DL Tanzel Smart to the
active roster from the practice squad.
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Rein-
stated CB Samuel Womack from
injured reserve. Waived CB Shemar
Jean-Charles. Elevated OLs Jesse
Davis and Corey Lucian to the active
roster from the practice squad.
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Reinstated
CB Coby Bryant from injured reserve.
Placed S Jerrick Reed Il on injured
reserve. Elevated QB Brett Rypien
to the active roster from the practice
squad.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS —
Signed DB Keenan Isaac and TE
David Wels to the practice squad.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Loaned LW
Chase De Leo to San Diego (AHL).
CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS —
Recalled C Cole Guttman and RW
Joey Anderson from Rockford (AHL).
COLORADO AVALANCHE —
Recalled LW Riley Tufte from loan to
Colorado (AHL)

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS —
Recalled C Jansen Harkins from
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton.

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS —
Recalled LW Alex Steeves from
Toronto (AHL).

Minor League Hockey

American Hockey League

AHL PLAYER SAFETY COMMIT-
TEE — Announced Coachella Valley
F John Hayden has been suspended
for one game as a consequence of his
actions in a game against Ontario on
Nov. 21.

CLEVELAND MONSTERS —
Recalled F Roman Ahcan from Cincin-
nati (ECHL).

ROCKFORD ICE HOGS — Recalled
RW Zach Jordan from loan to Indy

(ECHL).

SAN JOSE BARRACUDA — Recalled
F Connor MacEachern from Wichita
(ECHL).

East Coast Hockey League
CINCINNATI CYCLONES — Activated
F Lincoln Griffin from reserve.

=

STRONGHOLDGLASS

AUTO = COMMERCIAL = HOME
-Your One Stop Glass Shop-

Heavy Glass Shower Doors « Auto Glass « Vinyl Windows,
Custom Mirrors as well as Commercial Work
www.strongholdglassllc.com « 1325 West Wiley, Bluffton « 260-824-4715
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High School Calendar

BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Mississin-

FRIDAY, NOV 24

GIRLS BASKETBALL: South Adams at

Bluffton, 7 p.m.
SATURDAY, NOV 25

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Angola at Norwell,
12:30 p.m.; Adams Central at Southern Wells,

7:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Southern Wells at Home-

stead Super Duals, 9 a.m.
MONDAY, NOV 27
No events scheduled
TUESDAY, NOV 28

ewa, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (CO-ED): Concor-
dia at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.; Bluffton at Jay Coun-

ty, 6 p.m.

p.m

WRESTLING: Eastside at Bluffton, 6:30
~ WEDNESDAY, NOV 29

BOYS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at Blackford,

7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Southern Wells at
Muncie Burris, 7:30 p.m.

Bland, Prescott help Cowboys
to 13th straight home win

ARLINGTON, Texas
(AP) — DaRon Bland set
an NFL record with his
fifth interception return for
a touchdown this season,
Dak Prescott threw four
TD passes and the Dallas
Cowboys pulled away for a
45-10 Thanksgiving victory
over the Washington Com-
manders on Thursday.

The Cowboys (8-3)
extended their longest home
winning streak in 42 years
to 13 games. Dallas won 18
in a row at home from 1979-
81.

The Dallas lead going
into the fourth quarter was
less than two touchdowns
for the first time in five
home games this season,

Arizona tops
Michigan State

PALM DESERT, Calif.
(AP) — Caleb Love scored
17 points and made a key
steal in the closing sec-
onds to help No. 3 Arizona
beat No. 21 Michigan State
74-68 in the Acrisure Clas-
sic.

Love made 1 of 2 free
throws with 24.6 seconds
left to give Arizona a 72-68
lead. Tyson Walker drove
into the lane at the other
end before having his shot
blocked by Keshad Johnson.
Michigan State inbounded
the ball with 15.9 seconds
left, but Love poked it away
from behind and passed
ahead to KJ Lewis for a fast-
break dunk.

Johnson had 13 points,
10 rebounds and two blocks
for Arizona (6-0).

but the Cowboys ended up
tying a 55-year-old fran-
chise record with a seventh
victory by at least 20 points
this season.

A Dallas defense that
gave up more than 200
yards for the first time in
three games stiffened at
key points in the second
half, stopping the Com-
manders on fourth down
three times.

Sam Howell threw for
300 yards and had a rushing
touchdown, but was sacked
at his 24-yard line on fourth
down early in the fourth
quarter, setting up CeeDee
Lamb’s touchdown and
2-point conversion catches
for a 21-point Dallas lead.

Washington (4-8) lost for
the eighth time in 10 games
since a 2-0 start and dropped
to 2-9 as the most common
Thanksgiving opponent for
their NFC East rivals.

Prescott threw for 331
yards in his fifth consecutive
game with at least two TD
passes, one shy of his career
best. Rico Dowdle, Brandin
Cooks and KaVontae Turpin
had the other scoring grabs.

Bland capped a 25-point
fourth quarter when he
stepped in front of How-
ell’s pass intended for Jahan
Dotson and ran free along
the Dallas sideline before
having to cut back inside to
avoid the pursuing Washing-
ton quarterback.

BUY, SELL, BUILD...

F STEFFEN
J GROUP

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

I'M YOUR GUY!

NICK HUFFMAN

REAL ESTATE BROKER
& AUCTIONEER
260.827.8255

K
ADERS!

1GS

Thank You for Voting Us
bi'stun¥BestiPlaceitoyBuyIViatiresses]
Qo PR Rl to By Rumiiuiel
W dypxestats Mme Syput S Budinesd)

Hours: Mon. - Tues. 10-6 - Thurs. - Fri. 10-6 - Sat 10-3
915 N. Main St., Ste. D - Bluffton
260.353.1099 - themandfstore.com

THE MATTRESS + FURNITURE STORE

Adfugii]
cur REGUNERS
CEINTRS =] || catnapper)-.
oo THERAPEDIC HomeNesStretch

NASCAR CUP SERIES

Last race: Ryan Blaney raced to his first career NAS-
CAR championship by banging his way past fellow con-
tender and 2021 champion Kyle Larson in the closing laps
at Phoenix Raceway to give Team Penske back-to-back Cup
titles. Joey Logano won the title last year, and Ross Chastain
won the race, becoming the first driver to win the season
finale while not in contention for the championship.

Next race: Season openers Feb. 4, Los Angeles (non-
points race), and Feb. 15, Daytona Beach, Florida.

NASCAR XFINITY SERIES

Last race: Cole Custer pulled away in a three-wide race
with fellow contenders Justin Allgaier and John Hunter
Nemechek and held off Allgaier at Phoenix to win his first

Xfinity Series championship.

Next race: Season opener Feb. 17, Daytona Beach, Florida.
NASCAR TRUCK SERIES

Last race: Ben Rhodes’ fifth-place finish in a crash-filled,
quadruple-overtime Truck Series finale at Phoenix was enough
to earn him his second series championship in three years, by
one point over Grant Enfinger, while non-championship con-
tender Christian Eckes won for the fourth time this season.

Next race: Season opener Feb. 16, Daytona Beach, Florida.

FORMULA ONE
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

Schedule: Friday, practice, 4:30 a.m. and 8 a.m.; Sat-

urday, practice, 5:30 a.m., and qualifying, 9 a.m.; Sunday,

race, 8 a.m. (ESPN).

Track: Yas Marina Circuit.

Last race: Three-time series champion Max Verstappen
passed Charles Leclerc twice, the second time with 13 laps
to go, extending his record for victories in a season to 18 in

Las Vegas.

Next race: 2024 season opener, March 2, Bahrain.
INDYCAR

Last race: Scott Dixon won at Laguna Seca, his third win
of the season, all in the last four races. The six-time champi-
on gave Chip Ganassi Racing a 1-2 finish in the standings. A
week earlier, teammate Alex Palou became the first driver in
18 years to clinch the title before the final race of the season.

Next race: Season opener at St. Petersburg, Florida.

NHRA DRAG RACING
Next event: Season-openers March 7-10, Gainesville,

Florida.

WORLD OF OUTLAWS
Next events: Season openers Feb. 8, 9 and 10, Barber-

ville, Florida.

1791 North Main - Bluffton + 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

SECURITY
NETWORKING

Motorcycle
Sound
Systems

D Nockford fosgate

(260) 724-2276

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
e — % block west of U.S. 27 North

PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!”
260-824-9149

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

ﬂ% Discontinued

Closeout Tires

Service with a Smile!

Barry Scott Mark Foreman Marion Wells

Service Manager

Hiday Motors

1743 N. Main St., Bluffton « 824-0900

Service Consultant  Service Consultant
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Dear Annie: We have a relative
coming from out of town to visit for a
week. I'd love to say I'm excited to see
her, but I’'m not. Last time she stayed,
I was ready to push her out the door!
She’s bossy and tries to tell me what to
do and how to do it. I don’t appreciate
people questioning me, especially in my
own home. She’s fanatically religious.
I’m the opposite. She pushes religion
and her God on me to the point that I
get so angry. And she gets worse when
she’s drinking. She’s not even here and
I’m ready for her to be gone. How do I
handle this? — Unwelcome

Dear Unwelcome: If you were ready

magazines,

that I did
want to get.

same gift.

How to reject a holiday gift

I told them,
not send me any

do not share my
address with any
other businesses.”
Nevertheless, 1
would continue to
get some things

this would repeat
each year, as she
always gave the

Finally, though

BEETLE BAILEY

DIVERSIONS

“DO

‘Dear
Annie

and

by Annie Lane

not
And

I AM AN OFFICER
IN THE U.S. ARMY!

I

©2023 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

DEMAND

DEFERENCE!

STOP
smi ﬂ(l NG

OH! THERE'S MY 4 AM. ALARM
FOR BLACK FRIDAY, THE DAY
, TO GO TO BATTLE THE
CROWDS FOR

HUGE DEALS

to push her out the door after her last
visit, then I don’t recommend opening
your home to her again. Sounds like it’s
too late to rescind the invite, but in the
future, when she comes to town, tell her
you'd love to see her but your week is a
bit too hectic to host this time. Offer to
meet up for a meal or an activity instead.

There are still some ways to make this
upcoming visit more manageable. For
starters, don’t serve any alcohol. When
the topic of religion comes up, tell her
that you appreciate her concern but that
you are an adult who has made her own
decisions about religion, and those deci-
sions are not changing. Also tell her that
the constant religious pressure is driving
a wedge in your relationship with her
and, frankly, driving you away from reli-
gion altogether. That way, assuming her
goal is for you to see the light, it’s in her
best interest to pipe down.

Dear Annie: When I was a young
adult out living on my own, I used to
get subscriptions to Christian maga-
zines from my very religious aunt every
Christmas. I happen to be an atheist and
did not appreciate the magazine, nor did
I appreciate all the mailing lists that hav-
ing a subscription to that magazine put
me on.

It was very difficult for me to find a
way to get out of receiving those sub-
scriptions every year. I immediately
would contact the magazine and ask
them to take me off their mailing list.

this was not the best way to deal with
it, I persuaded my mother to talk to my
aunt and ask her not to do it anymore.
Afterward, I received a non-religious
magazine subscription, which I also did
not want, but at least it was not religious.
I always thanked her for “thinking of
me” at Christmas, no matter the situa-
tion. I was a coward.

It would be good to know how to ZITS
approach things like that, when you OUR THANKSGIVING
receive something you don’t want or are | | WASEPIC! 1GOTFIVE
fundamentally opposed to. — Unwanted BISCUITS IN MY
Gift MOUTH ATONCE!

Dear Unwanted Gift: It sounds like
your aunt is more receptive to your athe-
ism than you give her credit for. Instead
of calling the magazine every year, you
could have saved yourself a whole lot of
time by going directly to the source and
telling your aunt that you appreciate her
thoughtfulness but you are actually not
a religious person and don’t get much
out of the subscription. A good lesson
learned moving forward!

nc. World Rights reserved

© 2023 by King Features Synd

Regarding the new subscription: D%%%%%@gs
Receiving gifts that we don’t particu- ANG BLACK.

larly want is simply a part of the holiday
season for most of us. So long as the gift
is not offensive to our beliefs — such
as the religious magazine — it’s best to
simply smile and send them a thank-you
note. This is not cowardly but gracious.

Send your questions for Annie Lane
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Answer

By Dr. Billy F

Graham | tells us to have faith

in Him. He has told us
that He will be with us
always and never leave us
or forsake us (see Hebrews
13:5). Often it takes that
“knife in our heart” to
drive us to Him. Our faith
is dependent upon God,
and when we enter the
valley of grief, we need
His help or we will never
overcome the sorrow that
weighs us down.

Grief can kill a person

Q: As a social work-
er, I've been trained in
grief management, which
includes encouraging
people to find comfort in
a religious practice. My
job is on the line because
of my personal beliefs,
but people can’t be truly
helped until they come
face-to-face with Jesus as
their Lord, correct? — G.C.

We need to be
prepared for grief

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

sis. Guilt, anger, resent-
ment, and panic are some
of the faces of grief. None
of these reactions are
abnormal.

Countless people have
had religious experi-
ences but only a personal
relationship with Jesus
through repentance of sin
and receiving salvation
is what brings comfort
and joy to life. The Bible
says to fill our minds with
things that are true, honor-

©2023 Bil Keane, Inc.

www.familycircus

Dist. by King Features Synd.

com
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By Bil Keane

“Can we wish for something that
costs over ten dollars?”

The LOCKHORNS
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THEH DO HAVE ABLACK
ARBOR DAY SALE.
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(3:00) NHL ~ [Blues Post. |Sports The Rally (N) Breaking |NHL Hockey Nashville Predators at St. Louis Blues |Football  {Icons World Poker Choctaw - [World Poker Choctaw - € rlng onoriic
Fsmw 33 418/671 Hockey (L) (N) Stars Par From Enterprise Center in Saint Louis, Mo. (N) Horrow Part 2 Part3 36 TV I|M]A M[P 49 LyriC
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AMC 4 1311254 arate Kid |Silverman, Terry Kiser, Andrew McCarthy. Candy, Stephanie Faracy, Dan Aykroyd. Michael Hall, Michael Schoeffling, Molly Ringwald. |Hanks.
[ 47 107]249[The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [#* We're the Millers ("13) Jennifer Aniston.
(:00) College Football Air Force at Boise State From Albertsons |Update (L) |SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling WWE Friday Night
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WGN 53 307|The Hill (L) (N) |Vargas Report (N) |0n Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) [Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
WE 57 128260/ (:05) ¥ * Sister Act 2: Back in the Habit Whoopi Goldberg. [Love After "Running from Love" Love After Lockup (N) [Love After (SF) (N) Love After Lockup Love After Lockup
FOOD 59 [153]110[231|Diners Diners  [Diners  [Diners  [Diners Diners Diners  [Diners Diners [Diners Diners  [Diners Diners Diners Diners [Diners
BRAVO 60 [140(129(237|Movie %% A Bad Moms Christmas ('17) Kristen Bell, Mila Kunis. Grinch \?-**** It's a Wonderful Life ('46) Donna Reed, James Stewart. Rk %k It's a Wonderful Life
NICK 68 170(299|SpongeBob |SpongeBob [SpongeBob SquarePants %% Good Burger ('97) Kel Mitchell. [Friends  [Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends
DISN 69 | 30 [172[290|Ladybug  [Kiff Kiff [Big City  [Big City  [Big City [¥ Christmas...Again?! [(45) Ghost | (:10) Ghost [(35)Kiff  [Bunk’d  [Bunk'd  [Bluey Bluey
(4:15) ¥k % Despicable |(:20) ¥*% Disney's A Christmas Carol (2009, Animated) (:25) ¥%% Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000, [The 700 Club The The
FREEFORM | 70| 321801311 o 3 (17) Steve Carell. |Voices of Robin Wright Penn, Gary Oldman, Jim Carrey. Children) Jeffrey Tambor, Christine Baranski, Jim Carrey. Simpsons  [Simpsons
301 3000501 ®% %% The Manchurian Candidate ('04, Thriller) |(:15) ¥*% Focus (2015, Thriller) Margot Robbie, ~ |To Be Announced Real Time With Bill The Gilded Age "His  |(:55) 30 (:45) ¥ Evil
HBO Meryl Streep, Liev Schreiber, Denzel Washington.  [Adrian Martinez, Will Smith. Maher Grace The Duck" Coins Dead Rise
MAX 325 310l515 (4:10) ¥% Push ('09) %% Paycheck (2003, Sci-Fi) Aaron Eckhart, Uma |¥%% Unbreakable ('00) Samuel L.  |(45) % Heist ('15) Robert De Niro, (:20) ¥4 % The Crazies (2010, Horror) Radha
Chris Evans. Thurman, Ben Affleck. Jackson, Bruce Willis. Kate Bosworth, Jeffrey Dean Morgan. |Mitchell, Joe Anderson, Timothy Olyphant.
351851318 (4:20) %k % * % There Will Be Blood ('07, Drama) |%%% Scream (2022, Horror) Courteney Cox %% Scream VI (2023, Horror) Jenna Ortega, (:05) ¥4 *x Summer of Sam (1999, Drama)
SHOW 51(851|318/545 b\l Dano, Kevin J. 0'Connor, Daniel Day-Lewis.  |Arquette, David Arquette, Neve Campbell. Courteney Cox Arquette, Melissa Barrera. Adrien Brody, Mira Sorvino, John Leguizamo.
7 (4:35) ¥k % The Cutting |(:20) ¥k % Mean Girls (2004, Comedy) Rachel ~ |¥* %% When Harry Met Sally... |(:40) %% Memories of Me (1988, Comedy) Alan |(:25) ¥ Best Defense ('84) Eddie
™C 375(859/327|553 Edge ('92) D.B. Sweeney. [McAdams, Tina Fey, Lindsay Lohan. ('89) Meg Ryan, Billy Crystal. King, JoBeth Williams, Billy Crystal. Murphy, Dudley Moore. (P)
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SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku

8

9

4

oo
Ol

— N[N0

5|2

©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

6

Difficulty: Y% %

FOR SALE

+ THIS oUT!

MICHIGAN CHRISTMAS
TREES! Tim Murray's Fresh
Cut Christmas Trees,
Wreaths, Garland, Grave
Blankets and Boughs! Also
Michigan Maple Syrup. Lo-
cated at Bummies Root Beer
Stand, 1263 S. Main Street.,
Bluffton. Open Daily at 10am
beginning Saturday, Nov. 25.
Phone: 231-920-6194.

HELOISE HINT: If you love ani-
mals/pets and have extra time
on your hands. Call up your lo-
cal animal shelter to see if they
need volunteers. Fax Heloise
@ 210-HELOISE (435-6473).

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

LOCAL DRIVER: LOCAL
pickup or delivery and trans-
port in Ft. Wayne area of both
legal and oversized loads. Per-
sonalized dispatch, great pay
with weekly direct deposit, ex-
cellent health, disability, life
ins., 401K, and well-main-
tained equipment. Must have a
good Class A CDL record and
3 years in a like profession.
Sycamore Specialized Carri-
ers, Inc., 3400 Engle Road, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
(A)

Lottery Numbers

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 04-17-24-39-
41

Lotto Plus — 05-07-33-
42-43-44

Cash4Life — 01-21-32-
48-51, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday —
09-10-12-17-23-24-28-37-
39-44-47-48-51-52-53-59-
62-67-73,BE: 48

Daily Three-Midday —
05-05-06, SB: 04

Daily Three-Evening —
09-00-09, SB: 06

Daily Four-Midday —
01-05-06-09, SB: 04

Daily Four-Evening —
01-02-03-04, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening
— 02-04-05-06-08-12-15-
20-26-41-45-46-47-49-52-
54-58-60-62-71, BE: 05

Hoosier Lotto — 13-17-
33-38-39-43

POWERBALL

20-24-33-39-42 Power-

ball: 21; Power Play: 2X

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 12-13-17-25-
26

Cashd4Life — 35-44-46-
50-55, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday —
02-07-09-10-15-17-21-35-
42-43-51-52-55-57-61-69-
72-78-79-80, BE: 69

Daily Three-Midday —
07-01-06, SB:01

Daily Three-Evening —
09-07-02, SB: 04

Daily Four-Midday —
07-01-09-06, SB: 01

Daily Four-Evening —
02-04-09-04, SB: 04

Quick Draw Evening
— 03-05-07-09-10-18-20-
23-24-29-30-38-42-43-44-
58-60-64-67-72, BE: 23

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $43.4 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Friday): $308 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Saturday): $340 million

11/24

Help Wanted

OWNER/OPERATORS:
TRANSPORT Oversize loads
inc. windmill components. Op-
portunity for contracted lane to
California to Texas and return
if you have a 4-axle unit that is
California legal. Personalized
dispatch, great pay with week-
ly direct deposit, FSC, bobtail
and OCC/ACC insurance
available. Must have a good
Class A CDL record, 3 years in
a like profession, and DOT
certified equipment. Sycamore
Specialized Carriers, Inc.,
3400 Engle Road, Ft. Wayne,
IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
(A)

Place a three day, garage sale,
line classified ad and receive
a free garage sale kit!

Public Notices
STATE OF INDIANA )

) SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS)
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NUMBER:
90C01-2310-JC-000046
IN THE MATTER OF:
JRE - DOB 6/4/2016
A CHILD ALLEGED TO BE
A CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES
AND
CHELSA EVICK (BIOLOGICAL
MOTHER)
MICHAEL HERNANDEZ
(ALLEGED FATHER) AND
ANY UNKNOWN ALLEGED
FATHERS
SUMMONS FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION & NOTICE
OF CHILD IN NEED OF
SERVICES HEARING
TO: Michael Hernandez and
Any Unknown Alleged Father
Whereabouts unknown

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
to the above noted parent whose
whereabouts are unknown, as well
as Any Unknown Alleged Fathers,
whose whereabouts are also
unknown, that the Indiana Depart-
ment of Child Services has filed its
Verified Petition Alleging the child
to be in Need of Services, in accor-
dance with I.C. 31-34-9-3, and that
an adjudication hearing has been
scheduled with the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED to appear before the
Judge of the Wells Circuit Court,
102 Market Street, Bluffton, IN
46714 - 260-824-6485 for a(n) Fact
Finding Hearing on 1/8/2024 at
2:00 PM.

At said hearing, the Court will
consider the Petition and evidence
thereon and will render its decision
as to whether the above named
minor child is child in need of ser-
vices and shall enter adjudication
accordingly. Your failure to appear
after lawful notice will be deemed
as your default and waiver to be
present at said hearing.

UPON ENTRY OF SAID
ADJUDICATION, A DISPOSI-
TIONAL HEARING will be held in
which the Court will consider (1)
Alternatives for the care, treatment,
or rehabilitation for the child; (2)
The necessity, nature, and extent
of your participation in the program
of care, treatment, or rehabilitation
for the child; and (3) Your finan-
cial responsibility for any services
provided for the parent, guardian
or custodian of the child including
child support.

YOU MUST RESPOND by
appearing in person or by an attor-
ney within thirty (30) days after the
last publication of this notice, and
in the event you fail to do so, an
adjudication on said petition, judg-
ment by default may be entered
against you, or the court may pro-
ceed in your absence, without fur-
ther notice.

Beth Davis
Clerk
Holly N Daniels, 31840-49
Attorney, Indiana Department of
Child Services
c/o Wells Co DCS
221 W Market St
Bluffton, IN 46714
Office: 260-824-3530
nb 11/10, 11/17, 11/24
hspaxip
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THE BLUFFTON POLICE De-
partment is seeking applica-
tions to fill the position of
Ordinance Compliance Officer.
This full-time civilian position is
responsible for ensuring com-
pliance with all city ordinances
and is based in the police de-
partment working M-F 8a-4p.
Duties include downtown park-
ing enforcement and resolution
of weed and junk complaints.
The successful applicant must
be at least 18 years old with a
high school diploma or GED
equivalent, possess a respon-
sible driving history and clean
criminal background. Knowl-
edge of law procedures pre-
ferred. Application is available
on the city's website
www.blufftonindiana.net.  For
more information contact Chief
of Police Kyle Randall at
824-3320 or kyle.randall@bluff
tonindiana.gov.  Applications
are due back December 22,
2023 by 4:30 p.m.

OTR DRIVERS: TRANSPORT
Oversize loads inc. windmill
components. Opportunity for
contracted lane to California to
Texas and return. Personal-
ized dispatch, great pay with
weekly direct deposit, excel-
lent health, disability, life ins.,
401K, and well-maintained
equipment. Must have a good
Class A CDL record and 3
years in a like profession.
Sycamore Specialized Carri-
ers, 3400 Engle Road, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
(A)

EARLY MORNING DRIVER
needed to deliver papers to
post offices and stores in
southern part of county. Must
have reliable transportation.
Call Natasha or Doug, (260)
824-0224, for more informa-
tion.
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LOOKING FOR

EMPLOYEES?
Place a 20 word line classified
ad for a month for $52. Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5. Contact the Bluffton

News-Banner, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or online
at www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

SERVICES

Services

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
FREE information kit. Call 855-
965-4916 (l)

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. WE
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best
service for your needs. Starting
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers.
Call 1-844-961-0666 (I)

November |

GOODS & S RV

Classifieds

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Serwces

SWITCH AND SAVE up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based customer
service. For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165 (l)

NEW WINDOWS FROM Win-
dow Nation. Special money
saving offer zero down, zero
payments, zero interest for
TWO years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE! Offer is
valid for select models. Labor
not included. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window Nation to-
day! 866-553-0725 (l)

DIRECTV SPORTS PACK - 3
Months on Us! Watch pro and
college sports LIVE. Plus over
40 regional and specialty net-
works included. NFL, College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf
and more. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931 (I)

Guaranteed
Sold

A 20 word, “For Sale” or
“Automotive’; line classified
ad runs until your item
is sold for only $39!
(six-month maximum,
excludes real estate).
Limited to one-item,
private party only.

ADD A PHOTO!
A"“Guaranteed Sold" line
classified ad
(up to 20 words)
with a photo is $44.

Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner, 824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or
classifieds.news-banner.com
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone! *

"2 OFFicE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

/€I YA // O7(l C/u’

{ ssociates

ASSISTING IN:
+ FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas
Dental - Vision - Hearing

STATE OF INDIANA )
SS

WELLS COUNTY
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NUMBER:
90C01-1209-JP-000059
ON RELATION OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF CHILD
SERVICES
CHILD SUPPORT BUREAU
IN THE MATTER OF
THE PATERNITY OF:
BRAYLON A. MARTIN
Petitioner

Vs
DERRICK WEEDMAN
Respondent
To: DERRICK WEEDMAN
816 N 100 E
BLUFFTON, IN 46714-9741
AND
To: JENNIFER L. WELLS
23507 E 2ND AVE.
LIBERTY LAKE, WA
99019-9604
ORDER TO APPEAR
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED
that a Modification hearing will be
held in the above captioned cause
on the 8th day of December, 2023
at 3:00 p.m. in the Wells Circuit
Courtroom, Wells County Court
House, Bluffton, IN 46714. The
Court being duly advised in the
premises hereby ORDERS you to
appear at said hearing. Your failure
to appear as ordered may result in
a bench warrant being issued for
your arrest.
EXAMINED, ORDERED and
DECREED this October 26, 2023
Kenton W. Kiracofe
JUDGE
WELLS CIRCUIT COURT
Note:
Personal Service Required by
Sheriff

cc:
Wells Co. Child Support

nb 11/9, 11/16, 11/24

hspaxip

Board Appointments for 2024

The Wells County Board of
Commissioners and/or the Wells
County Council are accepting
applications for Board Appoint-
ments to:

Local Alcoholic Beverage
Board

Area Plan Commission Board

Board of Zoning Appeals

Cemetery Board

Community Corrections Advi-
sory Board

Community & Family Services

Health Department Board

Property Tax Board of Appeals

Regional Sewer District

Rockcreek Conservancy Dis-
trict

Tourism Commission

Wabash River Heritage Corri-
dor Commission

The appointments to these
boards vary from annual appoint-
ments to 5-year appointments. All
appointments are effective on Jan-
uary 1, 2024. Some qualifications
may apply for certain boards. If you
are interested in serving on any of
these boards, please contact the
Wells County Auditor’s Office at
260-824-6470 for an application.
Applications can also be down-
loaded by going to the Commis-
sioner or County Council page
of the County Website at www.
wellscounty.org. Send completed
applications to Wells County Audi-
tor, 102 W Market St., Suite 205,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or email to audi-
tor@wellscounty.org. Applications
will be accepted through Novem-
ber 29, 2023.

Wells County, Indiana prohibits
discrimination and/or the exclusion
of individuals from its governmental
facilities, programs, activities, and
services based on the individual
person’s race, color, national ori-
gin, sex, age, disability, low-income
status, sexual orientation or limited
English proficiency. Wells County,
Indiana affirms its commitment to
providing meaningful opportunities
and access to government facili-
ties, programs, activities and ser-
vices in an effort to comply with all
laws including; Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, as amended;
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, as amended; and the
Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990, as amended.

nb 11/10, 11/17, 11/24
hspaxip

Primary

260-223-4276
Contracting, LLC Estimates

Decks * Garages * Pole Barns * Siding * Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing ¢ Storm Damage *Trim Wood Working and more!

Owner - Edwin Wickey

Free

COMPETITIVE RATES!

MOVING?
DOWNSIZING
SIIIIII'I' IIN SPAGE"

COUNTRY
PLACE apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

+1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

« Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered

2 &

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Qil!
B Warren Tﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

OssianApartments.com

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
Ppractice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

T
||IHH v NAELA

" NENEER

As your guide through
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Atto y
Ossian, IN 46777 Pl

Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

—= 824-1846
*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

South Side

Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

Offlce at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

All make

JC

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

s &models « broken springs & cables

(L] Mechanical LLC)

Commercial and Residential

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs

Showers - Fix Leaks

Licensed and Insured

i

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

.Home Remodel and Repair
k; "\Q Locally
4 = Owned

[#Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows - Painting
Tile « Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1263

Jim Baker

i @ BUREAU INSURANCE"

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan

B INDIANA FARM

1307 Baker Place ¢ Bluffton, IN

Primary
Contracting, LLC
]

House’s and barns - Metal or Shingle Roofs
Decks or New Construction Additions Pole Barns

260-223-4276

Inspections for remodeling

AN MUNCH MORE! COMPETITIVE RATES!

Ask for Edwin Wickey

Free Estimates and

2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Wickey Construction

Free Estimate on
Metal Roofing
& More

260-273-9776

Seamless
Sure-Flo®ii:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

Camelot JQuto LILC

Get Holiday Cash NOW
260-307-1302

2
HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K1 for our Events.

128 S Jounson ST. *824-0455

For as

littleas .. 1 PERISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call

@e %up %mk Cars

THE NEWS-BANNER 824:0224

E E ! or 622-4108

Dec. deadline is
@  Tues, Nov.28!
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Qatar says Gaza cease-fire will begin Friday morning

Aid to follow “as soon as possible’

By WAFAA SHURAFA,
NAJIB JOBAIN and
JACK JEFFERY
Associated Press

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza
Strip (AP) — A four-day
cease-fire in Gaza between
Israel and Hamas was set to
begin Friday morning, Qatar
said after a daylong delay
extended the agony for
those hoping for some relief
from the deal, which is to
bring the release of dozens
of hostages held by militants
and Palestinians imprisoned
by Israel.

The diplomatic break-
through promised some
relief for the 2.3 million Pal-
estinians in Gaza who have
endured weeks of Israeli
bombardment, as well as
families in Israel fearful for
the fate of their loved ones
taken captive during Hamas’
Oct. 7 attack that triggered
the war.

The cease-fire was origi-
nally set to begin Thursday
morning, but it appeared to
hit a snag the night before
when Israel’s national secu-

rity adviser, Tzachi Haneg-
bi, announced a one-day
delay without providing a
reason.

On Thursday, Qatari For-
eign Ministry spokesman
Majed al-Ansari announced
the cease-fire will start at 7
a.m. local time Friday.

He said the two sides
had exchanged lists of those
to be released, and the first
group of 13 women and
children held by Hamas
would be freed Friday after-
noon. He did not say how
many Palestinian prisoners
would be freed, but officials
have said three would be
freed for every hostage.

Increased aid for Pal-
estinians will start to enter
Gaza “as soon as possible,”
al-Ansari said. The hope is
that the “momentum” from
this deal will lead to an “end
to this violence,” he told
reporters.

RISING TOLL IN GAZA

Israeli airstrikes contin-
ued Thursday. In the after-
noon, a strike leveled a
residential building in the

Nuseirat refugee camp in
central Gaza. At least 12
people were killed, accord-
ing to officials at nearby Al-
Agsa Hospital.

One resident, Hosni
Moharib, said his wife and
several children were killed
and other relatives remained
buried under the rubble.

“It exploded on the
house, striking the babies
and young children. Every-
one in the house, they are all
dead,” he said, bursting into
tears.

The Israeli bombard-
ment, now in its seventh
week, has killed more than
13,300 Palestinians, accord-
ing to the Health Ministry in
Hamas-ruled Gaza, which
resumed its detailed count
of casualties in Gaza from
the war. The ministry had
stopped publishing casualty
counts since Nov. 11, saying
it had lost the ability to do
so because of the health sys-
tem’s collapse in the north,

The new numbers were
not fully broken down, but
women and minors have
consistently made up around
two-thirds of the dead.

The figures do not include
updated numbers from
hospitals in the north. The
ministry says some 6,000
people have been reported
missing, feared buried under
rubble.

The ministry does not
differentiate between civil-
ians and militants in its
death tolls. Israel says it has
killed thousands of Hamas
fighters, without presenting
evidence for its count.

NETANYAHU SAYS

TRUCE WON’T END
WAR

The truce agreement
raised hopes of eventu-
ally winding down the war,
which has leveled vast
swaths of Gaza, fueled a
surge of violence in the
occupied West Bank and
stirred fears of a wider con-
flagration across the Middle
East.

Air-raid sirens sounded
across northern Israel on
Thursday as Hezbollah said
it fired 48 Katyusha rockets
from southern Lebanon. The
barrage came after an Israeli
strike killed five Hezbollah
fighters, including the son of

Indiana Supreme Court rules in favor of Ball
State University in COVID class action case

the head of the group’s par-
liamentary bloc.

The Israeli military said
it was striking the sources
of the launches. Israel and
Hezbollah, which fought
a monthlong war in 2006,
have repeatedly traded fire
across the border since the
war in Gaza broke out.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu vowed to con-
tinue the war after the truce
expires to destroy Hamas’
military capabilities, end its
16-year rule in Gaza and
return all the estimated 240
captives held in Gaza by

Hamas and other groups.

“We will continue it until
we achieve all our goals,”
Netanyahu said, adding that
he had delivered the same
message in a phone call to
U.S. President Joe Biden.
Washington has provided
extensive military and dip-
lomatic support to Israel
since the start of the war.

In Gaza’s city of Khan
Younis, Palestinians wel-
comed the respite of the
upcoming cease-fire but said
four days would do little
to relieve the humanitarian
disaster caused by the war.
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By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The Indiana Supreme Court on
Wednesday sided with the state leg-
islature over a Ball State University
student who wants a refund for his
pandemic-interrupted classes in early
2020.

The 5-0 decision made three key
findings:

e The law passed by the Indiana
General Assembly in 2021 barring
class action COVID-19 suits doesn’t
violate constitutional separation of
powers.

e The student doesn’t have the right
to sue on behalf of others.

* The law doesn’t unconstitutionally
impair the student because he can still
pursue individual claims against Ball
State.

College student Keller Mellow-
itz was enrolled at Ball State for the
Spring 2020 semester when the uni-
versity “sent students home, cancelled

in-person classes and closed campus
facilities as a result of COVID-19,”
according to court filings.

He filed a class action complaint
against the university and its board of
trustees in Marion County Superior
Court in May 2020, accusing them of
“breach of contract and unjust enrich-
ment” over decisions to cancel in-per-
son classes and close campus facilities
due to the pandemic.

Specifically, Mellowitz cited Ball
State’s retention of tuition and “numer-
ous” fees, including those for student
services, university technology, student
recreation, student health, and student
transportation.

The lawsuit estimated as many as
20,000 Ball State students were due
some sort of reimbursement.

The General Assembly, however,
enacted a retroactive law in 2021 that
prohibited class-action complaints
against state universities related to
COVID-19. Instead, Mellowitz — and

any other students impacted — would
have to file individual suits.

Wednesday’s ruling said the legisla-
ture didn’t encroach on judicial powers
because the law’s scope was limited
to a narrow category of COVID-19
claims and had a public policy objec-
tive — “reducing postsecondary edu-
cational institutions’ litigation expo-
sure for their emergency responses to
the pandemic.”

The decision also reinforced that
Mellowitz can sue for his own damag-
es — but isn’t entitled to class-action
status on behalf of other students.

During oral arguments in the case,
his attorney said individual suits aren’t
feasible due to only a few thousand
dollars being at stake.

“The purpose of a class action is
... to provide a remedy where often
the claims are too small to even viably
gain counsel,” he said. “As shown in
this case, the defense of Ball State is
vigorous.”
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Visit the 12 Downtown Bluffton Participating Businesses,
get your passport stamped for great savings, multiple
chances to win gift certificates and a Grand Prize Basket!
Visit BlufftonNOW Facebook or call 260-824-8600
for more information!
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