
Local/Area
 Obituaries. . . . . . . . . 3

Court Docket . . . . . .3

Opinion
Hoosier Opinions  . .4

Also...
Sports. . . . . . . . . . . .6
Classifieds . . . . . . . .7
Diversions . . . . . . . .5

Vol. 95 No. 9

FRIDAY
November 10, 2023

Outside

 Today Saturday Sunday
 High 55 High 49 High 51
   Low 29 Low 29 Low 32

Inside How to contact us:
   Call us: 824-0224

or 1-800-579-7476
  email@news-banner.com

On the Web:

www.news-banner.com
Follow us at:

twitter.com/newsbanner

Sunny and cool today
 with wind gusts 

More Weather on Page 2

Election offices sent 
letters with fentanyl

Sp
or

ts Regional football 
preview for Tigers

Page 6

A
re

a
St

at
e Agencies spent over 

$5M in spot bonuses
Page 3

Page 8

News-BannerThe
www.News-Banner.com

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2023 BLUFFTON, INDIANA • Wells County’s Hometown Connection $1.00

Online
Follow us on Facebook!

Go to www.facebook.com/
newsbanner
—————

Place Your Classified
Ads 24/7

By MARK MILLER
When the 12 members of the Petroleum 

High School Class of 1953 received their 
diplomas, it is not likely that any of them 
imagined one of their classmates would 
become a brigadier general. Certainly not 
Charlie Barnes.

“I wanted to be an electrical engineer,” 
says Barnes, now living in southwest Fort 
Wayne. Ironically, he never earned a college 
degree of any kind, but nonetheless rose 
through the ranks to command the Indiana 
Air National Guard.

The road between Petroleum, Indi-
ana, and being the pilot for Indi-
ana Gov. Otis Bowen — among other 

responsibilities — took a few twists and 
turns. He’s never regretted not getting that 
college diploma and knows he has led “a 
very fortunate life,” as he puts it.

After a year at Purdue University, Barnes 
transferred his college studies to what was 
then known as Indiana Technical College in 
Fort Wayne in order to be closer to a job he 
had landed in Bluffton.

“I had to work,” he recalls now, “it was 
the only way I could get through school.”

What is now the Indiana Institute of 
Technology on Eash Washington Street 
was then located in downtown Fort Wayne; 
Barnes was working at the Hoosier Con-
densery. “I was either in school or working, 

seven days a week,” he recalls. 
Then, fate stepped in.
“There was a friend of the fam-

ily who was on the county draft 
board,” he shares. “They called 
and warned me that my name was 
coming up.”

The hostilities in Korea had 
come to an end, but nonethe-
less, “I didn’t want to be in 
the Army,” he continues, “so I 
joined the Air National Guard.” 
He remembers the exact date — 
Dec. 14, 1954.

As he was processing into the 
service, he was told that if he 
wanted to and if he could pass a 
test, he could go to pilot school. 
“So I thought I’d give that a try,” 
he says. Hence, between Christ-
mas and New Year’s, he traveled 
to Chanute Air Force Base in 
Rangoon, Illinois, where he went 
through a battery of tests over 
three-days’ time.

“I remember them as pretty 
extensive — written, physical and 
psychological,” he recalls. Two 
months later, he got the word that 
he had passed the tests and his first 
“class assignment” would start in 
March at Lackland Air Force Base 
in Texas. It was a combination of 
basic military training and officer 

candidate school.
“Pretty intense,” he recalls. “I was 

starting to second-guess my decision 

but I was also determined to not quit” as a 
number of his classmates did. “I’m glad I 
stuck it out.”

Next stop was six months in Missouri for 
some basic flight training in a Piper Cub and 
a T-6 trainer, both propeller-driven planes; 
then another six months at Laughlin AFB 
back in Texas in a two-seater T-33 jet train-
er. “Graduation Day was June 28, 1956,” he 
continues. He was commissioned as a sec-
ond lieutenant and “got my wings.”

There would be more training in the 
F-84 jet fighter class that he would be fly-
ing before returning to the Fort Wayne-
based 122nd Fighter Wing and his new 
part-time position in the Indiana Air 
National Guard.

“So I had to find a job,” he says. That 
would be at what was then Farnsworth Elec-
tric, founded by Philo T. Farnsworth, inven-
tor of the television tube.

“I actually got to meet him,” Barnes says. 
“He still had an office there.”

That business was soon bought out by 
ITT — International Telephone and Tele-
graph — and then Barnes got an offer, and a 
raise, to move over to the Magnavox Corpo-

ration, working as an elec-
tronic technician. All the while he was put-
ting in his required minimum of 100 hours 
per year in the 122nd’s F-84F fighters. 

In October 1961, Barnes experienced his 
first deployment. The assignment required a 
complicated five-stop trans-Atlantic flight 
— in-flight refueling had not yet become 
routine — to a NATO airbase in France, 
from which the unit flew sorties to protect 
the air corridor during the Berlin Air Lift 
crisis.

“There were also Russian planes in the 
area,” he recalls, “but we never had any 
encounters.”

By now, Barnes was a first lieutenant 
and by late 1962, was back in Fort Wayne 
splitting his time between the air base and 
Magnavox. It was in July 1964, that he got 
a call from the Air National Guard that they 
wanted him to start full time.

His roles in the ANG were a mixture of 
technically being both a civilian and a mili-
tary employee. He continued flying in an 
F-84F, serving as a flight training instruc-
tor. He would eventually also qualify in the 

Then and now...
Above, Gen. Charles R. 
Barnes at the time of his 
retirement in 1989 (Photo 
provided). At left, today in 
his home in southwest Fort 
Wayne holding a picture 
of him greeting then-Vice-
President George W. Bush 
and his wife, Barbara, upon 
their arrival in Fort Wayne. 
It was Bush’s first campaign 
stop after the 1988 Republi-
can National Convention had 
named him the party’s presi-
dential nominee. (Photo by 
Mark Miller)

Petroleum’s brigadier general
Charles Barnes reflects on his 34-year 

‘very fortunate’ career

By BARBARA BARBIERI
With her husband, Andy, and friends 

in attendance, Ginny Vogel was honored 
as the Bette A. Erxleben Volunteer of the 
Year 2023 at a luncheon at Lighted Gardens 
Thursday.

Those attending the 12th annual event 
were welcomed by Wells County Founda-
tion President Jessica Bricker with past hon-

oree Tony Garton offering the pre-luncheon 
invocation.

Following the luncheon, Vogel spoke 
about her teaching career, her family and her 
current involvement with Court Appointed 
Special Advocates. Presenting the award to 
Vogel, on behalf of the Wells County Foun-
dation, was Stephen Pastore.

Ginny Vogel named 
Volunteer of the Year 
by Wells Foundation

Above, Ginny Vogel, the Wells County 2023 Volunteer of the 
Year, accepted the award with a speech. Left, Ginny Vogel 
stands alongside several Wells CASA volunteers, as well as 
Circuit Court Judge Kenton Kiracofe. (Photos by Sydney Kent)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

By HOLLY GASKILL
In a long-awaited con-

clusion Thursday night, 
the Bluffton Park Board 
has unanimously approved 
bids for the extension of the 
Interurban Trail and addi-
tions to Lancaster Park. 

Brooks Construction of 
Fort Wayne was the appar-
ent low bid to extend the 
trail to Lancaster Park, com-
ing in at $670,504. During 
the board’s meeting Thurs-
day, Superintendent Brandy 
Fiechter said the work was 
expected to finish by next 
October. 

Meanwhile, Lancaster 
Park will soon feature three 
lighted pickleball courts and 
a new parking lot. Wayne 
Asphalt of Fort Wayne sub-

Bids 
OK’d for 
trail and 
park 
projects

(Continued on Page 2)

Charlie Barnes has a number of mementoes of his 
career in the Indiana Air National Guard in his home 
office. They include scale models of the fighter jets he 
flew during that 34-year career. (Photo by Mark Miller)
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Weather
Friday, November 10, 2023

(24-hour observations at 8:43 p.m. Thursday)
High: 57; Low: 45; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.16  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Sunny, with a high near 55. West wind 10 to 15 

mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 29. Northwest 

wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Veterans Day: Sunny, with a high near 49. Northwest 

wind around 5 mph becoming northeast in the afternoon. 
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 29. 

East wind around 5 mph. 
Sunday: Sunny, with a 

high near 51.
Sunday Night: Mostly 

clear, with a low around 32.
Monday: Sunny, with a 

high near 56.
Monday Night: Mostly 

clear, with a low around 30.
Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 55.
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 35.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 59.
Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 39.

No mail delivery Saturday, so N-B 
delivery will be delayed for a day

Due to Saturday being a federal holiday, Veterans Day, 
the mail will not be delivered and therefore home delivery 
of The News-Banner will be delayed one day.

This means Saturday’s paper will be delivered with Mon-
day’s paper.

Our website will be updated with Saturday’s content and 
e-edition as usual that day as well.

Papers will be available for sale on newsstands.

260-824-0418  • 1308 S. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON 
WWW.BLUFFTONTIRE.COM • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00

BLUFFTON TIRE INC.
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F-100 and the F-4 fighters.
In 1980, he was pro-

moted to lieutenant colonel 
and transferred to the Terre 
Haute ANG base as both 
group commander and air 
commander. In 1984, he 
was promoted to full col-
onel and assigned as the 
wing commander in Fort 
Wayne but he and his fam-
ily would not move back 
to Fort Wayne until a year 
later. 

He received his general’s 
star in early 1985, still fly-
ing on a regular basis, which 
was unusual. “Just lots more 
paperwork,” he relates with 
a chuckle. “I signed my 
name lots and lots of times. 
It got so you couldn’t read 
it.”

There were a number of 
deployments during those 
years, to a NATO base in 
Norway and another in Tur-
key. Many other deploy-
ments for training within 
the U.S., including Hawaii, 
which is the closest he came 
to Vietnam.

“They were using F-100s 
in Vietnam and we were 
strictly flying the F-84s 
at the time,” he explains, 
“which is why we never 
got that call. So, I’ve never 
flown a combat mission 
which frankly, I am very 
grateful for that.”

Barnes retired on June 
28, 1989, having served 34 
years and six months.

———
Barnes’ recollections of 

specific dates includes one 
more: June 19, 1968.

It was a routine training 
flight. The then-33-year-old 
Major Barnes was flying an 
F-84, doing a flight check 
of another Wells County 
pilot. Lt. Henry Gallmeyer 
was flying another plane at 
about 15,000 feet right along 
the southern border of their 
home county, with Barnes 
observing.

“ M y  e n g i n e  j u s t 
stopped,” Barnes recalls. He 
tried three times to restart it 
as the plane was losing alti-
tude and velocity. His train-
ing was kicking in.

“Things were happening 
pretty fast,” he recalls, “but I 
still had time to think.”

His plane was headed 
toward Montpelier. “That 
won’t work,” he said to him-
self.

He was able to manipu-
late the controls to aim 
the plane towards an open 
field and then prepared 
to eject, knowing that the 
previous four ejections 
from an F-84 had resulted 
in fatalities.

“It was called ‘seat and 
chute entanglement,’” he 
explains. “So I rolled up on 
the wing.” That’s pilot-speak 
to say that he ejected hori-
zontally which did not allow 
his seat to get higher than 
himself. He was, obviously, 
glad to see the seat descend-
ing below him and his para-
chute.

He takes the narrative 

from that point, 50-some 
years later:

“So, I knew I was sort of 
over Fiat, and the wind was 
pushing me kind of away 
from there. I had to kind 
of fight my chute to try to 
stay close to a road. After I 
landed, I saw Virgil Lines 
running toward me. He had 
the general store there in 
Fiat and I’d known him for 
years.”

“So he runs up to me and 
is panting and asking ‘Are 
you OK? Are you OK?’ And 
I say ‘Yeah, I’m all right. 
How are you doing, Virgil?’ 
And he then recognized me 
and says ‘Charlie, what are 
you doing here?’ and I say, 
‘Well, I just thought I’d drop 
in for a visit.’”

“No, really, I didn’t say 
that, but it makes for a good 
story.”

As reported in the next 
day’s News-Banner, Lines 
had heard what he thought 
was a sonic boom “but 
thought nothing of it until 
a neighbor pointed to the 
distant figure of a para-
chute,” the story reported. 
He then jumped into his 
pickup truck to help who-
ever that might be. Lines 
subsequently took Barnes 
to his store where they 
contacted the Indiana State 
Police. Meanwhile, Gall-
meyer circled the area to 
ensure the plane landed 
in an open area and that 
Barnes had landed safely 
before heading back to the 
base.

The crash, of course, 
was quite newsworthy in 
Bluffton and Fort Wayne, 
“but I never talked to the 
media,” he says now. “I let 
our PR people take care of 
that.” 

Indeed, he is not quoted 
in either of the News-Ban-
ner accounts. The many 
details about the event came 
from “family members,” the 
reports stated.

“And later on I was 
shown a front-page story in 
the New York Times about 
it,” Barnes added.

“So, I joined a new club 
that day,” he continues. “The 
‘Caterpillar Club’ — people 
whose lives have been saved 
by a parachute. I understand 
the name comes from the 
chutes being made out of 
silk.”

———
Charlie Barnes has been 

retired now for almost as 
long as his career had been. 
For many years, he and his 
wife Carol split their time 
between a home on Big 
Otter Lake and another in 
Venice, Florida.

Their blended family also 
kept them busy. Barnes and 
his first wife, the former 
Beverly Weaver of Bluff-
ton, had three children — 
a son and two daughters. 
Carol also had a son and 
two daughters from her first 
marriage. He now counts 
10 grandchildren and 13 
“greats.”

The couple traveled “as 

much as we could, but I 
could never get her to go 
on a cruise,” he says. The 
most memorable trip was an 
extended tour of Europe.

When  ma in t a in ing 
two homes and the travel 
between them became too 
much, they bought a villa 
in a newer development off 
Covington Road in 2013. 
Carol’s declining health had 
also become a factor in that 
decision. She passed away 
eight years ago. They’d been 
married for 41 years.

Now 88, he is determined 
to live independently as long 
as he can. He keeps busy 
with activities in his com-
munity, including serving 
on the association board. He 
had always enjoyed annual 
reunions with fellow Petro-
leum High School gradu-

ates, but the pandemic has 
apparently put an end to 
those. Barnes particularly 
enjoys his membership in 
the Quiet Birdmen Club, an 
international group of retired 
military pilots. 

“One more thing,” he 
shares, “I once drove a 
stock car in a race up in 
Angola.”

It seems that several 
radio stations put together a 
promotion in which 10 mil-
itary pilots got the oppor-
tunity to race after some 
training runs that included 
time trials. Being the high-
est ranking pilot there, a 
general, he got the fastest 
car.

“And I won,” he says, 
chuckling. “I have a perfect 
record. Undefeated.”

miller@news-banner.com

Pastore noted that, under 
Vogel’s guidance and lead-
ership, the county CASA 
program has flourished. She 
has built a dedicated team of 
volunteers, coordinated with 
local agencies, and devel-
oped effective strategies to 
guide the volunteers to serve 
the best interest of children 
in Wells County.

In addition, he contin-
ued, she has devoted many 
hours to activities at the 
First Presbyterian Church, 
as she serves on the Chris-
tian Education commit-
tee. She has taught Bible 
school, planned fall festi-
vals and currently teaches 
a Sunday School class for 
middle and high school stu-
dents. 

After accepting the 
award,  Vogel gave a 
short speech. Foundation 
Director Tammy Slater 
announced that the $1,000 
award to Vogel was being 
presented by her to Com-
munity Care with Kris-
ten Walker accepting the 
check.

Vogel was in the teach-
ing field for 36 years and 

retired from the Bluffton-
Harrison school system as 
a guidance counselor in 
2019. Following her retire-
ment, she became the orga-
nizer of CASA in Wells 
county with the aid of Cir-
cuit Court Judge Kenton 
Kiracofe. She has trained 
19 volunteers in the coun-
ty to represent children in 

court cases.
The Vogels are parents 

to three adult children (two 
daughters and one son) and 
five grandchildren.

The Bette A. Erxleben 
Volunteer of the Year award 
is presented annually by 
the Wells County Founda-
tion, with the award being 
named after the foundation’s  

first director.
Past recipients of the 

award since 2011 have 
been: Carol Baker, Joan 
Furey, Beth Lampton, How-
ard Rich, Barbara Barbieri, 
Lynn Elliott, Jim Schwartz-
kopf, Wanda Smith, Becky 
Goshorn, Tony Garton and 
Michael Carter.

barb@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Charlie Barnes was able to go on one of the Northeast Indiana 
Honor Flights in October 2017, escorted by his oldest daugh-
ter, Trudy Hughes, left. (Photo provided)

Volunteer of the Year

Teachers and fellow administration from the Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan School District were 
in attendance at the luncheon to help honor Ginny Vogel. (Photo by Sydney Kent)
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mitted the apparent low bid 
of $284,321 for the project. 
Fiechter said these addi-
tions should be completed 
by July. 

Both bid packages were 
approved 3-0; board mem-
bers Rick McEvoy, Susan 
Campbell and Christine 
Zadlyak approved, and John 
Gerber was absent.

Additionally, the board 
agreed to meet on the sec-
ond Thursday of the month 
in 2024. Fiechter advised 
this would allow her the 
time to get finalized month-
end totals for board meet-
ings.

Other updates were: 
• The board permitted 

several year-end financial 
transfers to repair the bed of 
a department pickup truck 
and purchase a new lawn-
mower for Lancaster Park. 

• Fiechter noted a strong 
turnout for “Boo in Bluff-
ton,” with 3,691 recorded 

passing through the event.
• Recognized the follow-

ing donations: $300 from 
Robert and Ann Meyer, 
$200 from Jeffrey and 
Linda McAfee, $50 from 
Blair and Deborah Brown, 
$50 from Danny and Rose 
Ann Debout, $1,000 from 
Mark and Barbara Gerber, 
and $450 from Rick King, 
a tulip tree from the Lion’s 
Club, $500 from Paddlefish 
Solar and $100 from Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Post 
11 for Boo in Bluffton, and 
$220 in memorial donations 
and $250 from TTG for 
Rock Steady Boxing. Addi-
tionally, Three River Federal 
Credit Union volunteered 
33 hours of community ser-
vice to paint the Lion’s Park 
garage.

•  The  depar tmen t 
received a $750 marketing 
grant from the Wells Coun-
ty Convention and Visitors 
Commission.

holly@news-banner.com
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Pictured above is two News-Banner clippings from June 1968 
after then-Major Charles Barnes had to bail out of his disabled 
jet over his home county. The story also made the front page 
of the New York Times.



By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The Indiana Economic Development Corporation 
doesn’t have the largest headcount, but the relatively small 
state agency spent an outsized amount of taxpayer dollars 
on spot bonuses totaling $1.2 million over two years for a 
department with 114 employees. 

For comparison, the state’s largest agency — the Indi-
ana Department of Correction — has 5,149 employees and 
spent a total of $1.7 million over the two years analyzed. 
Combined, 10 of the state’s largest agencies spent over $5 
million in bonuses, with average payouts ranging from an 
IEDC high of $2,973 to a low of $231 at the Department of 
Environmental Management. 

Out of the 10 agencies analyzed by the Indiana Capital 
Chronicle, the IEDC stood out for its hefty, repeated bonus-
es, including a total of $52,700 over two years to David 
Rosenberg, formerly the chief operating officer and chief of 
staff and now the head of the agency. 

Gov. Eric Holcomb defended agency spot bonuses over-
all, which were revamped as part of his 2022 approach to 
address low state employee retention, and praised the quasi-
public IEDC for superseding its goals. 

“The IEDC, being a quasi, has a somewhat different 
mission in the sense that they’re out trying to bring in jobs 
and capital investment and they have certain goals that we 
go over in the beginning of every single year and track 
every single day,” Holcomb said during a media scrum on 
Wednesday. “… Specifically with the IEDC, we set a goal 
to break records every single year in terms of wages, in 
terms of new jobs, in terms of capital investment.

“We set a record (in 2021) at $8.7 billion,” Holcomb con-
tinued. “Last year, they did $22.2 billion in capital invest-
ment. So not only did they surpass … they far exceeded it.”

The IEDC is a quasi-governmental agency, which means 
it has greater autonomy and less public transparency.

More on IEDC bonuses
Through a spokesperson, the IEDC shared its 12-page 

compensation plan and detailed how spot bonus data 
obtained from the Comptroller’s Office actually included 
three different categories of bonuses: traditional spot bonus-
es recognizing job performance, incentive compensation 
bonuses tied to biannual performance reviews and sign-on 
bonuses used to “recruit top talent.”

According to Erin Sweitzer, the agency’s vice president 
of external communications, spot bonuses for 2022 totaled 
$10,175 and $131,850 for 2023. Sign-on bonuses totaled 
$6,000 and $11,500, respectively, while the bulk of the 
bonuses fall under incentive compensation — $619,250 for 
2022 and $422,177 for 2023 so far.

Bonuses are tied to the agency’s performance, Sweitzer 
said. 

“In conjunction with the IEDC board, our executive team 
sets aggressive annual goals for our agency to achieve. In 
2022 and so far in 2023, our team has greatly exceeded 
these goals, which have generally been related to committed 
capital investment, average committed wages, as well as tar-
gets related to community investment, entrepreneurship and 
external engagement,” Sweitzer said. 

Data showed bonuses from the agency generally went 
out in waves, including $292,250 in June 2022, $327,250 
in early November 2022 and $418,177 in July 2023. 
Sweitzer said the second biannual bonus for 2022 went out 
in November, instead of December, because the agency hit 
its goals early.

The shared compensation guide included the agency’s 
calculation for determining bonuses, which considered a 
hiring date, whether that goal was exceeded and weighed 
the goal based on its strategic importance. 

“Based on the unprecedented success of the IEDC – 
record levels of new committed capital investment; growing 
new future-focused industries like energy, semiconductors 
and electric vehicles; investing $1 billion in quality of place 
initiatives across the state through READI; and creating 
countless new job opportunities for Hoosiers with record-
high average wages that are above the national average wage 
– these agency goals have been exceeded, and employees 
have received standard performance-based bonuses as set by 
the agency guidelines,” Sweitzer continued.

She noted that spot bonuses alone “generally adhere” to 
guidelines from the State Personnel Department, which caps 
such awards at $1,000 and doesn’t include multiple perks 
per year.

Sweitzer said such bonuses were at the discretion of the 
department’s executive team and employees received mul-
tiple awards at times when they had “earned a promotion 
and/or pay increase” but salaries couldn’t be adjusted at the 
same time due to “financial and administrative constraints.”

“We occasionally use spot bonuses (sometimes multiple 
in a year) as a tool to make those employees’ compensation 
‘whole’ until their pay increase can take effect,” Sweitzer 
concluded.

Big bucks at state agencies
The ICC’s analysis of 10 key state agencies’ spot bonus-

es covered 69 percent of all state employees, not including 
2 percent of state employees from a previous investigation 
into spot bonuses at offices led by elected officials. 

10 of the state’s largest agencies gave the following spot 
bonuses over 2022 and 2023:

• Department of Correction: $1.7 million
Indiana Economic Development Corporation: $1.2 mil-

lion
• Bureau of Motor Vehicles: $997,009
• Department of Child Services: $649,258
• Department of Transportation: $585,050
• Family and Social Services Administration: $327,251
• Department of Health: $121,450
• Department of Natural Resources: $87,624
• Department of Environmental Management: $32,050
• Department of Education: $10,500
In terms of average bonus, IEDC led the pack with an 

average award of $2,973 over 404 bonuses followed by the 
Department of Education, which averaged $2,625 across 
just four bonuses. 

The IEDC also had the highest maximum bonus at 
$11,700, again followed by the Department of Education, 
which doled out one $5,000 bonus. 

Though the Bureau of Motor Vehicles has just 1,449 
employees, the agency gave out 5,990 bonuses — spending 
a total of $997,009 but averaging just $167 per bonus.

Similar to the IEDC, the BMV clarified that it had sever-
al bonus programs all lumped under the ‘spot bonus’ desig-
nation at the Comptroller’s Office. Totals for each category 
included: $67,208 in traditional spot bonuses; $528,438 in 
branch operations quarterly bonuses; $400,863 for kiosk 
bonuses; and $500 in referral bonuses. 

Melissa Hook, the BMV communications and media 
relations director, said the branch operations quarterly bonus 
program specifically helped recognize “outstanding perfor-
mance” for two of the department’s most challenging roles: 
customer service representatives and team leaders. Kiosk 
bonuses include branch team members and regional manag-
ers and is based on the percentage of transactions processed 
at a BMV Connect kiosk.

Of the 10 agencies analyzed, just two adhered to the SPD 
suggested maximum of $1,000 — the Department of Health 
and the Department of Environmental Management. 

Two agencies with long-standing recruitment challenges, 
the Department of Child Services and the Department of Cor-
rection, both stood out for having higher maximum awards 
($2,289 and $3,098, respectively) and high overall spending.

DCS, in a statement, said it awarded bonuses bigger 
than $1,000 to offset withheld taxes and as part of a SPD-
approved recruitment initiative for family case managers.

Party heads weigh in
The awarding of bonuses was left largely up to agencies, 

Holcomb said.
“It’s really left up to the individual agency head to recog-

nize staff that (go) above and beyond the normal call of duty 
and we have approached it that way,” the governor said.

Holcomb acknowledged that his own office abided by 
guidelines from the SPD, which caps bonuses at $1,000, but 
not all departments fell under its purview — including his 
own and others led by elected officials.

L O C A L / A R E A FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2023 • The News-Banner • Page 3

Police NotebookTerry S. Hampton, 56
Terry S. Hampton, 56, of Bluff-

ton, passed away early Wednes-
day morning, Nov. 8, 2023, at 
his home in the loving care of his 
family. 

He was born July 31, 1967, in 
New York to Larry and Brenda H. 
(Collins) Hampton. 

Terry attended Bellmont High 
School and drove for First Fleet 
for over 27 years. He enjoyed 
driving race cars at Montpelier 
Speedway and playing the guitar. 
He was a very handy person and always had a project 
going at his home. He attended First Church of Christ 
and Christian New Light Church in Bluffton.

On March 25, 1988, in Darrtown, Ohio, Terry and Jodi 
(Berry) Hampton were married.

Survivors include his wife Jodi Hampton of Bluffton; 
and two daughters, Teri (Tim) Morgan of Huntington 
and Emily (Trevor McCullough) Hampton of Decatur. 
Terry was a loving PaPoo to his two grandchildren, 
Braxton and Cayden McCullough of Decatur. He is also 
survived by his father, Larry Hampton of Berne; and sib-
lings, Anita Hampton of Decatur and Eddie Hampton of 
Convoy, Ohio.

He is preceded in death by his mother, Brenda H. 
Hampton.

Visitation will take place from noon to 3 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 12, 2023, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral 
Home in Bluffton. Funeral services will be held at 3 p.m. 
Sunday at the funeral home with Pastor Nate Marrow 
officiating. Entombment will follow at the Northridge 
Community Mausoleum at Fairview Cemetery.

Memorials may be made in Terry’s memory to the 
Glioblastoma Foundation.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the family at www.thomarich.com.
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INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 2:08 p.m., 

Inteva. Caller reported child 
in vehicle while parent was 
in work.

Wednesday, 2:39 p.m., 
400 block of West Wabash 
Street. Welfare check 
requested, subject was argu-
ing about who was living in 
residence.

Wednesday, 5:57 p.m., 
Walmart. Man warned for 
trespassing at Walmart.

Wednesday, 6:38 p.m., 
Redimed. Report of a man 
in roadway. Man given ride 
to Lowes.

Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., 
West Silver Street and Clark 
Avenue. Officer assisted 
with placing manhole cover 
back correctly.

Wednesday, 10:29 p.m., 
South Main and East Spring 

streets. Driver cited for 
speeding.

Thursday, 2:18 a.m., 
Bluffton Regional Medical 
Center. Subject issued tres-
pass warning after refusing 
treatment and refusing to 
leave.

Thursday, 6:36 a.m., 
North Main Street and Hill-
crest Road. Car versus deer.

Thursday, 6:46 a.m., 
North Main Street and Oak 
Forest Drive. Woman needed 
assistance after vehicle broke 
down near construction lane 
causing traffic hazard. Cars 
need gas to drive. Officer fol-
lowed woman to gas station.

Thursday, 11:46 a.m., 
North Main Street and Oak 
Forest Drive. Officer gave 
woman ride to appointment 
after her vehicle broke down.

County:
Wednesday, 3:04 p.m., 

Wells County Jail. Power 
company reported dam-
age to pole. Officer located 
combined with damage to 
right side and contacted 
driver. Driver said he didn’t 
know who to contact and 
gave insurance information.

Wednesday, 3:15 p.m., 
1400 block of West 100 
South, Bluffton. Driver cited 
for speeding 80 in a 55 mph 
zone.

Wednesday, 7:02 p.m., 
Ind. 124 and North 600 
East, Bluffton. Report of a 
deer in middle of roadway, 
caller advised they didn’t 
know if the deer was dead 
or not. Officer did not locate 
the deer.

Wednesday, 9:47 p.m., 
11600 South 300 West, 
Montpelier. Report of pos-
sible poaching. Officer 
located raccoon hunters in  

the woods, located nothing 
suspicious in vehicle.

Wednesday,   1 :12 
a.m., 11000 North Ind. 1, 
Ossian. Caller reported 
they believed someone was 
upstairs, was not home at 
the time. House was cleared.

Thursday, 7:19 a.m., 
Silo Farms. Welfare check 
requested for subject. Sub-
ject was fine.

Thursday, 11:11 a.m., 
200 block of East Lafe-
ver Street, Ossian. Officer 
checked on student who 
was not at school. Student 
was fine and dad advised he 
would call the school.

FIRES
County:
Thursday, 12:31 p.m., 

1200 block of West 400 
South. Report of a field fire 
approximately 30 feet burn-
ing.

State revenue under 
projections for first 
time this fiscal year

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The state of Indiana took nearly $1.5 billion into its Gen-
eral Fund in October, but the amount was under projections 
for the first time this fiscal year. The year began in July.

The state budget plan predicted revenues of about $1.6 
billion but collections were short $139 million: almost 9 
percent below expectations, according to a monthly revenue 
report. In comparison, the revenue was down $186.8 million 
year-over-year.

Although revenue in the three months prior to October 
was slightly higher than anticipated — ranging from 0.1 
percent to 3 percent above projections — October’s lower 
revenues put the state below its year-to-date projection by 1 
percent.

Collections on individual gross income came in 17 per-
cent below expectations, while sales and use taxes were 
nearly 6 percent below.

“This month’s lower-than-expected performance is most-
ly driven by individual income tax and should be interpret-
ed within the context of the fiscal year-to-date perspective 
and the full fiscal year outlook, ” a fiscal commentary said. 
“Notably, October individual income tax revenues were 
$104.1 million below monthly estimate while September 
and August individual income tax revenues were $81.0 mil-
lion and $53.1 million above their respective monthly esti-
mates.”

Rep. Greg Porter, D-Indianapolis, called the October per-
formance “sobering.” He said a move last year to help Indi-
ana small business owners calculate their taxes in a manner 
that helped them save money on their federal taxes is now 
resulting in a loss of state revenue.

And he noted sales taxes have been down for months.
“Hopefully, we can collectively use the bad news of 

last month’s revenue collections as a moment to pause and 
reflect on the fact that even though we had a couple of 
exceptional years when it came to revenue collections and 
record surplus amounts, there is a still a business cycle that 
inevitably has as many downturns as upturns when it comes 
to tax collections and sound budgetary and policies must 
flow from accepting that real world fact,” Porter said.

Riverboat wagering taxes were about 14 percent under, 
with racino wagering 7 percent under.

But corporate taxes slightly outperformed expectations 
by nearly 4 percent and a collection of other smaller taxes 
did nearly 39 percent better than projected.

The monthly collections fund Indiana’s biannual budget. 
The last time the state missed revenue projections was April 
2023, and by just $3 million.

Outgoing Gov. Eric Holcomb, a Republican, signed his 
final budget bill — worth $44 billion — in May.

Election results show state 
voters mostly supporting 
school referendums

By ALEKSANDRA APPLETON
Chalkbeat Indiana

Indiana voters across the state showed support for giving 
their school districts the green light to use millions of dollars 
in property tax revenue to hire and retain teachers and fund 
programs and transportation.

Unofficial election results late Tuesday showed voters 
largely in support of property tax referendums in seven of 
the 11 districts that placed one on the ballot. Fort Wayne 
schools, along with three school districts in Hamilton Coun-
ty, all saw strong support throughout the evening for their 
referendums.

Meanwhile, three districts in Lake County, including the 
School City of Hammond, saw the opposite from their vot-
ers in early returns. But late Tuesday, Lake Station schools’ 
referendum was down by only 14 votes.

Property tax referendums have long been a cornerstone 
of school funding in the state, but local revenue is especially 
important now as the federal emergency funding that has 
supported schools throughout COVID begins to sunset. Due 
to a change in state law this year, certain districts like the 
School City of Hammond will also need to share any prop-
erty tax revenue with charter schools.

Indiana allows districts to ask local residents for three 
kinds of referendums: construction referendums for renova-
tion and building projects; operating referendums for staff, 
programs, and services; and safety referendums, the newest 
type of ballot measure that allows schools to make security 
improvements and hire school resource officers.

Ten agencies spent over $5M on spot bonuses
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Other Opinions

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, Nov. 10, the 314th 
day of 2023. There are 51 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On 
Nov. 10, 1775, the U.S. Marines were 
organized under authority of the Con-
tinental Congress.

On this date:
In 1871, journalist-explorer Henry 

M. Stanley found Scottish missionary 
David Livingstone, who had not been 
heard from for years, near Lake Tang-
anyika in central Africa.

In 1919, the American Legion 
opened its first national convention in 
Minneapolis.

In 1928, Hirohito was enthroned as 
Emperor of Japan.

In 1944, during World War II, the 
ammunition ship USS Mount Hood 
exploded while moored at the Manus 

Naval Base in the Admiralty Islands 
in the South Pacific, leaving 45 con-
firmed dead and 327 missing and pre-
sumed dead.

In 1951, customer-dialed long-
distance telephone service began as 
Mayor M. Leslie Denning of Engle-
wood, New Jersey, called Alameda, 
California, Mayor Frank Osborne 
without operator assistance.

In 1954, the U.S. Marine Corps 
Memorial, depicting the raising of the 
American flag on Iwo Jima in 1945, 
was dedicated by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in Arlington, Virginia.

In 1969, the children’s educational 
program “Sesame Street” made its 
debut on National Educational Televi-
sion (later PBS).

In 1975, the U.N. General Assem-
bly approved a resolution equating 
Zionism with racism (the world body 

repealed the resolution in Dec. 1991).
In 1982, the newly finished Viet-

nam Veterans Memorial was opened 
to its first visitors in Washington, 
D.C., three days before its dedication.

In 2005, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, a 
former finance minister of Liberia, 
claimed victory in the country’s presi-
dential election.

Today’s Birthdays: Blues singer 
Bobby Rush is 89. Actor Albert Hall 
is 86. Country singer Donna Fargo is 
82. Former Sen. Saxby Chambliss, 
R-Ga., is 80. Lyricist Tim Rice is 79. 
Actor Jack Scalia is 73. Movie direc-
tor Roland Emmerich is 68. Actor 
Matt Craven is 67. Actor-comedian 
Sinbad is 67. Actor Mackenzie Phil-
lips is 64. Author Neil Gaiman is 63. 
Actor Vanessa Angel is 60. Actor 
Hugh Bonneville is 60. Actor-comedi-
an Tommy Davidson is 60. 
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Public-opinion polls are a snapshot in time, and 
results can change quickly in politics as events intrude. 
But the polls have been sending Democrats and 
President Biden the same election warning for months, 
so perhaps they’ll eventually start listening.

The latest Siena College-New York Times poll of six 
battleground states, released on the weekend, is a five-
alarm fire for Democrats a year before the election. It 
shows Mr. Biden losing to Donald Trump in five of six 
states on which the 2024 election is likely to hang.

Mr. Biden trails Mr. Trump by 10 points in Nevada, 
six in Georgia, five in Arizona and Michigan, and four in 
Pennsylvania. He leads only in Wisconsin in the survey, 
and there by two points. Those are awful numbers for an 
incumbent and would add up to more than 300 votes in 
the Electoral College. Numbers like that could help the 
GOP pick up Senate seats in Michigan, Pennsylvania 
and Arizona.

Especially striking is that Mr. Biden does worse than 
even Vice President Kamala Harris against Mr. Trump. 
A generic, unnamed Democrat leads Mr. Trump by eight 
points. This suggests voters have soured on Mr. Biden in 
particular, and the survey shows 71% of voters think he 
is too old to run again, including 51% of Democrats.

The usual caveats apply. The election is still a year 
away, and Mr. Trump has benefited from his relative 
lack of exposure while being out of office. As voters 
focus on the election next year, Mr. Trump’s manifest 
liabilities will reassert themselves. And that’s before his 
three criminal trials play out, two of which are scheduled 
for the first half of next year.

But the results in survey after survey show that Mr. 
Biden is in perilous re-election shape. His Bidenomics 
pitch hasn’t worked as voters remain sore about rising 
prices and a fall in real wages during his Presidency. His 
age and carriage are huge weaknesses even against the 
77-year-old Mr. Trump.

The war in the Middle East is now dividing Mr. 
Biden’s coalition, as anti-Israel progressives turn on 
the President. We think Mr. Biden deserves credit for 
supporting Israel, and so do most Democrats. But in a 
closely divided country, even a small defection by a core 
group of voters can turn a swing state.

All of this should be cause for soul-searching in the 
Oval Office and with Jill Biden in the private White 
House residence. There’s a compelling case that Mr. 
Biden can best help his party, and the country, by 
announcing he won’t run again. He can say he wants to 
focus on helping Ukraine and Israel defend themselves 
against Russia and terrorist militias, and let younger 
Democrats take on Mr. Trump.

In 2020 Mr. Biden won as the Democrat most likely 
to beat Mr. Trump, and he did. But he now risks squan-
dering that legacy by losing to Mr. Trump in a rematch. 
Mr. Biden surely doesn’t want to go down in history as 
the Democrat who overstayed his welcome and restored 
Donald Trump to power.
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Distributed by The Associated Press

The Week That Was - a look back through cartoonists’ eyes...

The five-alarm fire
 for Biden, Democrats

Veterans understand 
the threat of isolationism

On each Veterans Day, 
it is important to pause 
and see where we are as a 
country, with respect to our 
veterans’ representation. In 
1970, 75% of US House 
members were veterans. In 
1974, 81% of US Senators 
were veterans. These were 
the peaks for each body. 
Now only 17 US Senators 
(17%) and 82 members of 
the House (18.9%) are vet-
erans (Pew Research Cen-
ter). Among the US 
civilian population 
today, only 6.2% are 
veterans (US Census), 
while fewer than 1% 
are combat veterans. 
These days, too many 
non-veterans in our 
government are calling the shots, 
especially on foreign policy.

February will mark the 
second anniversary of Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
We just had the one-month 
anniversary of Hamas’ 
attack on Israel. While the 
world is distracted by these 
two wars, China may take 
advantage and finally invade 
Taiwan. From the words 
of some 2024 Presidential 
candidates, to the votes of a 
few members of Indiana’s 
Congressional delegation, to 
pro-Russian and anti-Israeli 
Facebook posts of a former 
Muncie School Board mem-
ber, I am concerned that too many in 
positions of influence want us to turn 
our backs on the rest of the world. 
This is also turning back the clock in 
a major way.

In 1916, Woodrow Wilson (a non-

veteran) was re-elected 
President on the theme, “He 
kept us out of war.” Shortly 
after his second inaugura-
tion, President Wilson ate 
his words and asked Con-
gress to enter the war. Had 
the USA entered World War 
I in 1914, instead of 1917, 
perhaps many more lives 
could have been saved on 
both sides.

A generation later, the 
America First Committee 

was led by isolation-
ists, including aviator 
Charles Lindbergh, 
wanting to prevent 
entry into World War 
II (The Economist, 
October 28, 2023). 
Many of its members 

referred to FDR as “Franklin Delano 
Rosenberg.” Had the USA entered the 

war in 1939, instead of 1941, perhaps 
the Holocaust could have been ended 
earlier and many more lives would 
have been saved on both sides.

In 1952, my grandfather, E. Wayne 
LaMar, chaired the Presidential 

campaign of isolationist Ohio Sena-
tor Robert Taft (a non-veteran) in 
Henry County. Thankfully, Taft was 
barely beaten by Eisenhower at the 
Republican National Convention. 
Had Taft been elected President, the 
USA may have withdrawn from the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), which would have led to 
further Communist gains.

Here in Indiana, we have been 
blessed by leadership from several 
veterans who understand the threat 
of isolationism. The late Senator 
Richard Lugar was a Navy veteran, 
who chaired the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee and helped make the 
world a safer place through the Nunn-
Lugar Soviet Nuclear Threat Reduc-
tion Act. Former Senator Dan Coats 
is an Army veteran, who also served 
as Ambassador to Germany and 
most recently as Director of National 
Intelligence. Senator Todd Young is 

a Marine Corps veteran, who 
serves on the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, and is 
currently Ranking Member of 
the Subcommittee on the Near 
East, South Asia, Central Asia, 
and Counterterrorism.

General Douglas MacArthur 
once said, “The soldier, above 
all other people, prays for 
peace, for he must suffer and 
bear the deepest wounds and 
scars of war.” Yet soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, and marines do not 
cut and run. On this Veterans 
Day, let’s remember to not turn 
our backs on our friends and 

allies. After all, every time history 
repeats itself, the price goes up.

Nate LaMar, an international manager 
by profession and a West Point graduate, 

also served as Henry County Council 
President from 2009-2019.

Hoosier
Opinions

Nate
LaMar



BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

CRANKSHAFT

CROSSWORD By Eugene ShefferBUY IT
SELL IT
RENT IT
FIND IT
FILL IT
GET IT
    DO IT
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

!
Place Your Ad 24/7/365!
www.news-banner.com

Exhausted by family’s lack of effort
Dear Annie: My husband’s side 

of the family has been really close 
his whole life, and it’s a large family. 
When the pandemic hit, we lost touch 
with a lot of people. Then we lost a few 
members of the family in the last cou-
ple of years. Included in that loss was 
my husband’s grandfather, who always 
threw the summer barbecues. It was a 
great time and the ONLY time my kids 
ever got to see their cousins and great 
aunts.

Now my husband and I are currently 
the only ones on his side of the family 
who own a house with a small yard and 
pool. We have been here 13 years and 
have had many get-togethers where 
we invited everyone, yet very few 
people would come. We always give 
lots of notice. But most are unwilling to 
drive the 50 minutes to our house after 
YEARS of us doing that same drive to 
see everyone.

I’m starting to get annoyed when I 
see them at a funeral or they send me a 
message saying how they “miss us all 
and we should get together real soon!” 
Because we will then reach out and be 
blown off. Most of them refuse to even 
RSVP, which I find incredibly rude 
when I’m trying to plan food.

The last incident was this summer. I 
gave everyone five weeks’ notice for a 
big family barbecue. My children were 
so excited to meet cousins they haven’t 
met before and to see the ones that they 
haven’t seen in years. Most people did 
not RSVP even after I reached out for 
one after weeks of silence. But a few 
families told me they were definite. So 
I planned for all the definites and for 
some that might show up. 

Only two people showed. Two 
people! After spending hundreds of 
dollars on food and making sure the 
yard looked beautiful and the pool was 
clean, I had to listen to my children 
ask me all day long when their cous-
ins would be here. They never came! 
It broke my kids’ hearts, and I’m not 

willing to see them 
like that again, and 
I’m not willing to 
waste my time and 
money anymore.

Also, we are 
rarely invited to 
anything unless 
it’s a 48-hour 
notice for a kid’s 
birthday party.

Am I wrong 
if I stop inviting 
everyone to get-
togethers other 
than his siblings? 

I’m so annoyed, and I’m afraid I 
will snap the next time a family mem-
ber whines that we should see each 
other more often. — Tired of Trying

Dear Tired of Trying: Of course 
you are frustrated with your family. 
Not responding to an invitation is bad 
enough, but to RSVP yes and then not 
show up is a new level of rude. 

As frustrating as that all is, it’s 
important to at least try to see the situ-
ation from their perspectives. The most 
likely explanation is that they DO want 
to see you, but they are busy with hec-
tic lives of their own and let your invite 
fall through the cracks. That’s not an 
excuse, but hopefully this mindset shift 
can help you let go of some of your 
resentment. 

Moving forward, I would focus on 
smaller get-togethers with only those 
family members who are willing to 
make the effort.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
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(N) 
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Wheel of 
Fortune (N)
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Nightcast
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News (N) 
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ABC News Special TBA
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Nation (N) 
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Company (N) 
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PBS 
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Secrets "Decoding 
Hieroglyphics" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Salute to Service (N) Bob Dole, Italy and 
World War II 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Valkyrie" Castle "Dreamworld" Castle "Need to Know" < Hiding From My Husband (2023, Thriller) Kayla 

Fields, Sam Schweikert, Mike Markoff. (P) 
(:05) < You're Not Supposed to Be Here (‘23, 
Thril) Diora Baird, Curtis Hamilton, Chrishell Stause.

< Hiding From My 
Husband Mike Markoff. 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <+++ Avengers: Endgame (‘19) Chris Evans, Robert Downey Jr.. <+++ Black Widow (‘21) Florence Pugh, Scarlett Johansson. <+++ Ant-Man (‘15) Paul Rudd.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(3:30) < She's 
All That 

<+++ 13 Going on 30 (2004, Fantasy) Mark 
Ruffalo, Judy Greer, Jennifer Garner. 

<+++ Girls Trip (2017, Comedy) Queen Latifah, Jada Pinkett 
Smith, Regina Hall. 

<+++ Girls Trip (2017, Comedy) Queen Latifah, Jada Pinkett 
Smith, Regina Hall. 

< Life of 
the Party 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+ Gone in 60 Seconds (2000, Action) Angelina Jolie,
Giovanni Ribisi, Nicolas Cage. 

<+++ The Town (2010, Thriller) Rebecca Hall, Jon Hamm, Ben 
Affleck. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball Brooklyn Nets at Boston Celtics From TD 

Garden in Boston. (L) (N) 
NBA Basketball Los Angeles Lakers at Phoenix Suns From 
Footprint Center in Phoenix. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 Football UFC Live Daily Wager College Basketball Arizona at Duke (L) (N) College Football North Texas at SMU (L) (N) All Access UFC Live 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Destinat-
ion Polaris 

Live on the Line The Rally (N) Pregame
(L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Utah Jazz at Memphis Grizzlies From the FedEx 
Forum in Memphis, Tenn. (L) (N) 

Grizzlies 
Live (L) (N) 

Sports 
Stars (N) 

The Card 
Life Atlanta

World Poker Tour: 
Season Choctaw - Part 1 

USA  34 133 105 242 
<+++ John Wick (2014, Action) Michael Nyqvist,
Alfie Allen, Keanu Reeves. 

<+++ John Wick: Chapter 2 (2017, Action) Common,
Laurence Fishburne, Keanu Reeves. 

(:35) <+++ John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum (2019, Action) Halle Berry,
Ian McShane, Keanu Reeves. 

Barmag-
eddon 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
(4:00) Bering Sea Gold 
"Born a Gamblin' Man" 

Gold Rush "Down, but 
Not Out" 

Gold Rush "You Can't 
Stop the Beets" 

Gold Rush "50 Ounce 
Ultimatum" (N) 

(:05) Sea Gold Emily deploys her new diver while Vernon 
searches for one of his own; Chris dives solo again. 

(:05) Mysteries of the 
Abandoned (N) 

Gold Rush "50 Ounce 
Ultimatum" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé (N) 90 Day (N) The Family Chantel 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained The UnXplained

"Curses Unleashed" 
The UnXplained "Real 
Life Monsters" 

UnXplained "Mysteries 
of the Vikings" 

The UnXplained (N) (:05) The Proof Is Out 
There (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is Out 
There 

(:05) The UnXplained 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 First 48 "Fatal Mistake" The First 48 The First 48 (N) Killer Cases (N) Murder in the 21st (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Take Me Back 
for Christmas 

< The Royal Nanny (2022, Romance) Dan 
Jeannotte, Greta Scacchi, Rachel Skarsten. 

< Everything Christmas (2023, Drama) Cindy 
Busby, Corey Sevier, Katherine Barrell. (P) 

< The Santa Summit (2023, Romance) Ben 
Hollingsworth, Amy Groening, Hunter King. 

< Next Stop, 
Christmas 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(2:55) <+++ The 
Conjuring 2 

<++ Red (2010, Action) Morgan Freeman, John Malkovich,
Bruce Willis. 

<++ Red 2 (2013, Action) John Malkovich, Mary-Louise Parker,
Bruce Willis. 

<+ Texas Chainsaw 3D (2013, Horror) Dan 
Yeager, Bill Moseley, Alexandra Daddario. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <+++ Avengers: Infinity War (‘18) Chris Hemsworth, Robert Downey Jr.. (:05) <++ Gemini Man (‘19) Will Smith.

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <++ Justice 
League Ben Affleck. 

(:15) <+++ The Batman (2022, Action) Zoë Kravitz, Jeffrey Wright, Robert Pattinson. All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

<++ Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice 
(‘16, Action) Henry Cavill, Amy Adams, Ben Affleck. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:00) <+++ The Matrix Reloaded (‘03) Laurence 
Fishburne, Carrie-Anne Moss, Keanu Reeves. 

<+++ The Matrix (1999, Sci-Fi) Laurence Fishburne, Carrie-Anne Moss,
Keanu Reeves. 

Creepshow (N) (:05) Fear the Walking 
Dead "Sanctuary" 

(:15) <+++ The Matrix 
(‘99) Keanu Reeves. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR 

Race Hub 
College Basketball Le Moyne at Villanova From 
Finneran Pavilion in Villanova, Pa. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Rider at Marquette From Fiserv 
Forum in Milwaukee. (L) (N) 

Breaking /(:45) College Football Wyoming at UNLV From 
Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas. (L) (N) 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 (4:30) Law Law & Order "Thin Ice" Law & Order "Hubris" Love After "Here Comes the Lie" Love After "Escaping with Joy" (N) Love After "Escaping with Joy" Keke Wyatt's World 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Movie <+++ Back to the Future Part II (‘89) Michael J. Fox. <+++ Back to the Future Part III (‘90) Michael J. Fox. <+++ Back to the Future (‘85) Michael J. Fox.
NICK  68  170 299 Movie (:45) <+++ The Croods: A New Age (‘20) Nicolas Cage. <++ Dr. Seuss' the Lorax (‘12) Danny DeVito. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Ladybug Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Big City <+++ Rio (‘11) Anne Hathaway. (:40) Kiff (:05) Kiff Kiff Ghost Hamster & Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(:10) <++ National Treasure (2004, Adventure) Diane Kruger, Justin Bartha,
Nicolas Cage. 

(:20) <++ National Treasure (2004, Adventure) Diane Kruger, Justin Bartha,
Nicolas Cage. 

The 700 Club Family Guy Family Guy 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:20) < 
Good Will... 

The Gilded Age <++++ Rocky (1976, Drama) Talia Shire,
Burgess Meredith, Sylvester Stallone. 

<++ Walking Tall (‘04) Johnny 
Knoxville, Dwayne Johnson. 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (L) (N) 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

<+++ Election (‘99) 
Matthew Broderick. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:35) <+ Killing Me 
Softly Heather Graham. 

(:15) <++ Equals (2015, Sci-Fi) Nicholas Hoult, Guy 
Pearce, Kristen Stewart. 

<++ Predators (‘10) Topher Grace, 
Alice Braga, Adrien Brody. 

(:45) <+ The Cold Light of Day (‘12)
Verónica Echegui, Henry Cavill. 

(:20) <++ 3 Days to Kill (2014, Action) Amber 
Heard, Hailee Steinfeld, Kevin Costner. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
<+++ First Blood (‘82) Richard 
Crenna, Sylvester Stallone. 

(:35) <++ Rambo: First Blood Part 
II (‘85) Sylvester Stallone. 

(:10) <++ Rambo III (1988, Action) Richard 
Crenna, Marc de Jonge, Sylvester Stallone. 

< The Collective (‘23) Ruby Rose,
Mercedes Varnado, Lucas Till. 

<+++ No Country for Old Men 
(‘07) Javier Bardem, Tommy Lee Jones. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:10) < Resistance: 
1942 (‘21) Cary Elwes. 

<+++ Children of a Lesser God (1986, Drama)
Marlee Matlin, Piper Laurie, William Hurt. 

<+++ Romeo & Juliet (1996, Romance) Claire 
Danes, Brian Dennehy, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

<+++ The Remains of the Day (1993, Drama)
Emma Thompson, James Fox, Anthony Hopkins. 

(:15) <+++ The 
Missouri Breaks (P) 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: It is a struggle to 
know the will of God, 
yet as Christians we are 
instructed to do the will of 
God. If God expects us to 
do His will, shouldn’t He 
tell us what it is? – G.W.

A: It is God’s will for 
His followers to become 
more like Christ. He came 
to show us the way, but 
it can only happen as we 
submit every area of our 
lives to His authority. The 
key word is “submit.” It is 
an unpopular word, par-
ticularly in today’s self-
indulgent culture. The 
idea of handing control 
over to someone else — 
even God — goes against 
the grain of our natures. 
This is usually the first 
spiritual battle a new 
believer encounters — 

surrendering self-will 
for God’s will.
Many people argue 

that it is difficult to dis-
cern the will of God, but 
the problem isn’t discern-
ment; it is unwillingness 
to submit. If people will 
read His Word and lis-
ten for His instruction 
with an obedient heart, 
He will lead. If we reject 
His authority revealed in 
Scripture, we will never 
become more like Him. 
Satan will be the winner 
and we will be the losers. 
We will never experience 
the joy of knowing God’s 
plan for us.

Do others see some-
thing of Christ in our life? 
Do they see a “family 
resemblance” to the Lord 
by the way we live? If 
the answer is no, we must 

not let another day go by 
without committing our 
life to Him. We must be 
honest about whatever it 
is that keeps us from that 
commitment — and then 
repent of it and commit to 
live under His authority. 
Those who are ignorant of 
God’s Word will always 
be ignorant of God’s will. 
Further, we must pray as 
the psalmist: “I delight to 
do Your will, O my God, 
and Your law is within 
my heart” (Psalm 40:8, 
NKJV).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

Marion Wells
Service Consultant

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

UTV

Motorcycle 
Sound 
Systems

Marine

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

HIDAY CHRYSLER

BASKETBALL
High School
Thursday’s Scores

Alexandria 73, Ft. Wayne South 35
Batesville 48, Union Co. 32
Bethesda Christian 58, Greenwood 

Christian 26
Bloomington Lighthouse 48, Union 

(Dugger) 21
Carroll (Flora) 48, Sheridan 44
Center Grove 59, Warren Central 48
Charlestown 46, Floyd Central 32
Clinton Central 65, Elwood 27
DeMotte Christian 61, Gary 21st 

Century 3
Decatur Central 65, Indpls Perry 

Meridian 51
Delta 49, Cowan 20
E. Noble 44, Central Noble 38
Eastern (Greene) 39, Owen Val-

ley 25
Elkhart 42, Jimtown 36
Franklin Central 58, Whiteland 21
Ft. Wayne Snider 52, Warsaw 49
Gibson Southern 61, N. Posey 25
Greenfield 47, Tri 22
Hammond Central 78, Washington 

Twp. 61
Highland 44, Kouts 33

Indpls Lutheran 70, Edinburgh 37
Indpls Roncalli 64, Covenant Chris-

tian 38
Indpls Tech 65, Phalen 4
Kokomo 51, Peru 31
Lakeland Christian 48, South Bend 

Career Academy 10
Lakewood Park 53, Lakeland 27
Michigan City Marquette 49, 

Andrean 25
Mishawaka 61, LaPorte 51
Mississinewa 61, Wabash 51
Monrovia 80, Western Boone 37
Mooresville 43, Indpls Cathedral 24
Morgan Twp. 46, Knox 22
N. Knox 38, Linton 33
N. Montgomery 56, Frontier 39
N. Putnam 68, Covington 47
Northview 41, Bloomington South 

35
Penn 64, S. Bend Riley 4
Prairie Heights 55, Westview 37
Rensselaer 72, Tri-County 30
S. Decatur 55, Morristown 41
Shoals 46, Bloomfield 43
Springs Valley 55, Forest Park 37
Tell City 53, Mt. Vernon (Posey) 29
Tri-Central 55, Tipton 18
Tri-Township 50, Michigan City 35
Triton Central 69, Cascade 50

W. Washington 63, S. Central 
(Elizabeth) 62

White River Valley 60, W. Vigo 29
Banks of Wabash Tournament=
First Round=
N. Vermillion 53, S. Vermillion 8
Parke Heritage 53, Riverton Parke 

21

NBA
Thursday’s Games

Indiana 126, Milwaukee 124
Atlanta at Orlando, 9:30 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Philadelphia at Detroit, 7 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Cleveland at Golden State, 8:30 p.m.

College
Men’s College Basketball Scores
Fort Wayne 130, Andrews Cardi-

nals 34
Manchester 76, Alma 61
Michigan St. 74, S. Indiana 51

Women’s College 
Basketball Scores

Iowa 80, Virginia Tech 76
LSU 112, Queens (NC) 55
Indiana 96, E. Illinois 43

News-Banner Scoreboard

FRIDAY, NOV 10
FOOTBALL: (regional final) Bluffton at 

Bishop Luers, 7 p.m.
SATURDAY, NOV 11
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Northridge at Nor-

well, 2:30 p.m.; Eastbrook at Southern Wells, 
7:30 p.m.; East Noble at Bluffton, 2:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING: Norwell girls Invita-
tional, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, NOV 13

No events scheduled
TUESDAY, NOV 14
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Homestead at Nor-

well, 7:45 p.m.; Mississinewa at Bluffton, 7:30 
p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING: (girls only) Norwell 
at Adams Central, 5:30 p.m.; Bluffton at Hun-
tington North, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, NOV 15
No events scheduled

High School Calendar

Bluffton senior Ben Ramseyer (bottom) pulls down Eastern’s Braylen Word following a reception 
in the second half of Friday night’s sectional final game in Bluffton. The Tigers claimed their sec-
ond consecutive championship with a 41-6 victory. (Photo by Chad Kline)

It’s hard to believe, 
but Friday just about 
marks the one-year anni-
versary of Bluffton’s 
regional championship 
game against Bishop 
Luers.

I think most can agree 
that there wasn’t much 
of an expectation in that 
game, as the Knights 
were just that good in a 
35-6 victory.

Even coach Brent 
Kunkel admitted last 

Friday that they went into the game playing 
with house money and that they were happy 
to be there.

Fast-forward to now, and the team is 
salivating at another shot — a chance at 
revenge. The players need this game.

“We had them up there last year and got 
embarrassed,” senior Hunter Wenger said 
after the sectional championship last week. 
“Everything in the summer we’ve been work-
ing for has been towards them. I think we 
have what it takes, and I’m ready for them.”

“That’s what our kids want,” Kunkel said 
a few minutes later. “Our kids want to be up 
there. They want to play against this team or 
play against that program, because I feel like 
they feel like they got something to prove.”

I’ll never forget the moment walking 
down to the field after that loss. In the mid-
dle of Kunkel’s speech, Luers received the 
regional trophy and celebrated at midfield 
with Bluffton kneeling on the left endzone. 
Kunkel stopped dead in his tracks and told 
his team to watch it happen and to remem-
ber that feeling.

My article on the game is apparently 
famous in the Bluffton locker room, where 
players tapped it to their lockers with the 
headline “Bishop Luers ends the Tigers’ 
historic season in the regional final.” I 
would guess that the guys took the message 
to heart and used it as motivation. You’re 
welcome.

The inspiring moment has brought the 
Tigers to the same game, at the same place, 
on the same field. The only difference is the 
matchup is a heck of a lot tighter than last year.

The AP poll has Bluffton directly behind 
Luers, but the Sagarin computer rankings 
have the Tigers five spots ahead.

This Luers group has had some ups and 

downs this season and is perhaps more vul-
nerable. 

Some key games include a one-point win 
over a good Dwenger squad, a win over 
Wayne, and a three-point loss to Homestead.

In some other key results, the Knights 
won by four against Eastside, and got blown 
out by the NE8’s top schools in New Haven 
and East Noble.

But the vulnerability came in the first 
round of the sectional when 2-8 Churubusco 
held a 24-20 lead at halftime but fell by 11.

Leading this year’s team has been senior 
quarterback Kohen McKenzie. He’s got 
a pretty good arm, tossing for over 1,500 
yards with 18 touchdowns and seven inter-
ceptions (against good competition).

This is his first year as the starter, as he 
sat behind Trine University signee Charlie 
Stanski.

For the rest of the offense, the Knights 
brought back all but one of their main ball-
carriers.

In the game last year, Giovanni Jimenez 
exploded for nine carries for 100 total yards. 
He’s the leading rusher on the team with 
676 yards.

Believe it or not, I think Bluffton’s best 
shot to get them this year will be on the 
ground defensively.

The Knights aren’t particularly great in 
the run game, with no rusher over five yards 
per attempt. Combine that with the Tigers’ 
front and second unit, and they might force 
some more plays through the air.

McKenzie is slightly over 50 percent 
on completions, and the seven picks look 
intriguing.

And of course on the offensive side, 
Khamel Moore, Tucker Jenkins, and Cooper 
Craig have been fantastic. For a win Friday 
night, the three and that experienced O-line 
will need big games.

For the game overall, it’s clear Bluff-
ton has a much better chance to belong on 
the same field. I even think it might have 
the slightest of edge if you factor in all the 
returning starters that have been waiting for 
this moment for an entire year.

I’m not going to make any sort of predic-
tion other than it won’t be a 29-point differ-
ence this time around.

This should be the biggest test to see how 
far the Tigers have come, and I hope to see a 
packed visiting stands Friday night!

sports@news-banner.com

Ryan    
Walker

Bluffton seeking its revenge on 
Bishop Luers Friday night

By CHRIS GOFF 
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Giannis Ante-
tokounmpo scored an NBA season-high 54 
points, but committed two turnovers after 
Tyrese Haliburton’s go-ahead 3-pointer with 
1:29 left and the Indiana Pacers beat the Mil-
waukee Bucks 126-124 on Thursday night.

Haliburton had 29 points and 10 assists 
and Bennedict Mathurin added 26 points 
and 11 rebounds for the Pacers, who blew 
an 18-point lead and then had to rally from 
10 down in the fourth quarter.

“We had to deal with a player who was 
extraordinarily hot and on a roll,” Indiana 
coach Rick Carlisle said. “We executed as 
well as we could and created some chaos 
defensively. You’ve got to take some risks 
or else he’s going to end up with 60. Very 
fortunate to get the win.”

Antetokounmpo finished one point shy of 
his career high, but threw away a pass with 
1:03 left, then was stripped by Mathurin 
with 30 seconds to go, both with the Bucks 
trailing 122-121. He was 19 for 25 from the 

field, 16 of 18 on free throws and grabbed 
12 rebounds, but also had eight turnovers.

“Just trying to get stops,” Mathurin said. 
“The game’s about defense.”

Myles Turner added 21 points for the 
Pacers, who shot 48% from the field, includ-
ing a 20-of-48 performance from 3-point 
range.

Playing without All-Star Damian Lil-
lard, sidelined by calf soreness, Milwaukee 
received a breathtaking performance from 
Antetokounmpo, who was three points shy 
of Michael Redd’s franchise record. Khris 
Middleton, who had 19 points and made a 
3 at the final buzzer, missed a 3 that would 
have tied the game with 7 seconds left.

With 8.4 seconds to go and Indiana 
clinging to a one-point lead, Mathurin con-
nected on two free throws to make it 124-
121. Bruce Brown, who had 11 points, nine 
rebounds and seven assists, sealed the win 
with two foul shots of his own in the final 
seconds.

Indiana visits the Philadelphia 76ers on 
Sunday night.

By JOHN KREISER 
Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Top draft pick 
Connor Bedard had his first multi-point 
game with two goals and two assists as the 
Chicago Blackhawks beat Tampa Bay 5-3 
on Thursday night to snap an eight-game 
losing streak against the Lightning.

The 18-year-old Bedard powered Chica-
go to its first win over the Lightning since a 
4-3 shootout victory on March 5, 2021.

“I think it’s just kind of sticking with 
it,” Bedard said of the biggest night in his 
young NHL career. “I felt like there were 
games when I could have created more than 
this and I had zero points. That’s how things 
go sometimes. It feels good to get on the 
scoresheet.”

Rookie defenseman Kevin Korchinski 
and ex-Lightning forwards Tyler Johnson 
and Corey Perry also scored for Chicago. 
Nick Foligno had three assists and Petr 
Mrazek made 30 saves.

Anthony Cirelli, Nikita Kucherov and 
Steven Stamkos scored for the Lightning, 
who lost in regulation for the first time in 
seven home games this season (4-1-2). 
Jonas Johansson made 24 saves.

“Listen, we had the momentum in this 
game clearly for the first 10-12 minutes, 
whatever it was,” Lightning coach Jon Coo-
per said. “We gave the momentum back 
with our self-inflicted errors, plain and 
simple. Turnovers, lack of execution and we 
just gave them freebies. It’s tough to win if 
you’re going to continue to do that.”

The Lightning controlled play for most 

of the first period, yet the Blackhawks led 
4-2 at the break.

Cirelli’s one-timer from the slot on the 
power play at 3:20 put Tampa Bay ahead 
1-0. Bedard tied it at 4:42, converting a pass 
from Philip Kurashev.

“He created the whole first goal,” Chi-
cago coach Luke Richardson said. “He was 
on the defenseman hard, and he has a good 
stick, good stick skills. He’s not in there 
slashing; he’s lifting sticks and disrupting 
things. Good things happen when you play 
hard in the right way.”

Bedard, the top pick in the 2023 draft, 
has seven goals and 11 points in his first 12 
NHL games.

“He’s new to the league; he’s been here 
for a dozen games,” Richardson said. “He’s 
starting to really figure it out, use his skills 
to the best of his ability. It paid off for him, 
and for us, tonight.”

Kucherov, who entered the game with 
an NHL-leading 22 points, put the Light-
ning back in front at 12:31. But the Black-
hawks closed the period with three goals 
in 3:07. Korchinski tied it at 16:43 with his 
first NHL goal, Bedard stole the puck from 
Kucherov and set up Johnson’s score at 
17:38, then got credit for his second goal of 
the night and seventh of the season at 19:52 
when a rebound of his shot hit Cirelli and 
slid past Johansson.

Perry tipped in Bedard’s shot on a power 
play 2:12 into the second period for a 5-2 
lead. He had a couple of wide-open chances 
for a hat trick, but couldn’t get another puck 
past Johansson.

By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer

General Motors will not break its partnership with 
Andretti Global to enter Formula One and is not interested 
in considering other teams to gain entry to the global motor-
sports series, an executive with the U.S. auto giant told The 
Associated Press on Wednesday.

“GM is committed to partnering with Andretti to race in 
F1,” GM President Mark Reuss told AP. “The collaboration 
between Andretti-Cadillac brings together two unique enti-
ties built for racing, both with long pedigrees of success in 
motorsport globally.”

General Motors plans to send a small group of executives 
to next week’s Las Vegas Grand Prix in hopes of jump-start-
ing conversations with F1 and series owner Liberty Media 
about the Andretti application. Andretti told AP at last 
month’s U.S. Grand Prix that F1 President Stefano Domeni-
cali was not returning his calls or texts.

A month ago, F1 governing body FIA said Michael 
Andretti’s application was the only one of seven applicants 
to meet all required criteria to expand F1’s current grid from 
10 teams to 11. The Andretti application is in partnership 
with General Motors and its Cadillac brand.

Approval from the FIA has been met by near silence from 
both F1 and Liberty Media. The AP reported last month that 
F1 had asked General Motors to consider finding a partner 
other than Andretti. Reuss closed the door on that possibility 
Wednesday.

Andretti has a car already built to the 2023 F1 regula-
tions that it tested at a wind tunnel in Germany, and Andretti 
Global is continuing to move forward with its plans to join 
the series. There is a tight timeline to be ready for the 2025 
season and frustration is clearly building at Andretti and 
GM.

The only public comment made by F1 and Liberty was 
a terse statement that promised nothing: “We note the FIA’s 
conclusions in relation to the first and second phases of their 
process and will now conduct our own assessment of the 
merits of the remaining application,” F1 said last month.

Connor Bedard’s 2 goals, 2 assists 
help Blackhawks snap losing skid

Giannis Antetokounmpo scores 
54 points, but Haliburton, Pacers 
rally for victory over the Bucks

GM tells the AP it is 
only interested in F1 
with Andretti Global



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

2011 CADILLAC CTS 4 door
coupe, V-6, 307 H.P., local, 1
owner, 51,100 miles, Tuscany
bronze, clear Carfax Report,
$13,500, 812-699-1341.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Court Security Su-
pervisor. This position over-
sees the coordination of the
day-to-day operations for the
protection and security of the
Wells County Courthouse.
Must have college level cours-
es or work experience in su-
pervision or management, and
at least five (5) years of experi-
ence in law enforcement or
corrections, including experi-
ence with security measures
and devices. Must have at
least two (2) years of direct su-
pervisory experience. Must
pass background investigation
which may include but is not
limited to employment history
and criminal history check. 20-
year matrix salary range for a
Court Security Supervisor is
$43,682 - $52,774. Years of
service and experience will be
honored for a starting salary
up to five years in the pay ma-
trix. Deadline for Pre-applica-
tion submission is no later than
November 10, 2023. Apply at
www.wellscountysheriff.com
under "Job Opportunities". A
full job description will also be
listed on the website for re-
view.

JOIN THE BEST- HIRING
SKILLED CARPENTERS
With our continued growth,
we're looking for highly
skilled carpenters with at
least 4-5 years experience in
commercial or residential
construction. Experience
with rough & finish carpentry,
framing or concrete forming
required. James S. Jackson
has a great team of profes-
sionals, is well established,
provides benefits and is look-
ing for career-minded team
members right now. Highly
competitive pay, paid time
off, health insurance and
matching 401k are all part of
the package. Please send
resume or request an appli-
cation at
hireme@jjacksonco.com
www.jjacksonco.com

LOCAL DRIVER: LOCAL

pickup or delivery and trans-
port in Ft. Wayne area of both
legal and oversized loads. Per-
sonalized dispatch, great pay
with weekly direct deposit, ex-
cellent health, disability, life
ins., 401K, and well-main-
tained equipment. Must have a
good Class A CDL record and
3 years in a like profession.
Sycamore Specialized Carri-
ers, Inc., 3400 Engle Road, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
(A)

LOOKING FOR

EMPLOYEES?

Place a 20 word line classified
ad for a month for $52. Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or online
at www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

COUNTRY CABINETS LLC, a
local custom cabinet shop, is
looking for a full time employ-
ee. Duties include building and
installation of cabinets. Experi-
ence a plus, but willing to train
the right person. Health bene-
fits, paid vacation and holiday
pay included. Call (260)
341-7273.

Lottery Numbers

Public Notices

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 07-32-33-35-

37
Cash4Life — 05-09-18-

50-54, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 

01-02-08-13-14-17-26-34-
37-38-50-52-53-56-57-58-
60-66-73-78, BE: 34

Daily Three-Midday — 
00-03-01, SB:02

Daily Three-Evening — 
08-09-00, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday — 
05-07-07-04, SB: 02

Daily Four-Evening — 
04-02-09-05, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening 
— 04-07-08-10-14-21-23-
28-34-43-44-45-49-50-53-
62-69-70-71-77, BE: 62

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $42.6 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $223 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $220 million
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Dec. deadline is Tues., Nov. 28!

For as little as …

$123
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
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Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!
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Dec. deadline is 
Tues., Nov. 28!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$123
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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As a resident of the Wells County community 
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& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Get Holiday Cash NOW

We Buy Junk Cars

Camelot Auto LLC

260-307-1302

Goods & services 
directory

Board Appointments for 2024
The Wells County Board of 

Commissioners and/or the Wells 
County Council are accepting 
applications for Board Appoint-
ments to:

Local Alcoholic Beverage 
Board

Area Plan Commission Board
Board of Zoning Appeals
Cemetery Board
Community Corrections Advi-

sory Board
Community & Family Services
Health Department Board
Property Tax Board of Appeals
Regional Sewer District
Rockcreek Conservancy Dis-

trict
Tourism Commission
Wabash River Heritage Corri-

dor Commission
The appointments to these 

boards vary from annual appoint-
ments to 5-year appointments. All 
appointments are effective on Jan-
uary 1, 2024. Some qualifications 
may apply for certain boards. If you 
are interested in serving on any of 
these boards, please contact the 
Wells County Auditor’s Office at 
260-824-6470 for an application. 
Applications can also be down-
loaded by going to the Commis-
sioner or County Council page 
of the County Website at www.
wellscounty.org. Send completed 
applications to Wells County Audi-
tor, 102 W Market St., Suite 205, 
Bluffton, IN 46714 or email to audi-
tor@wellscounty.org. Applications 
will be accepted through Novem-
ber 29, 2023.

Wells County, Indiana prohibits 
discrimination and/or the exclusion 
of individuals from its governmental 
facilities, programs, activities, and 
services based on the individual 
person’s race, color, national ori-
gin, sex, age, disability, low-income 
status, sexual orientation or limited 
English proficiency. Wells County, 
Indiana affirms its commitment to 
providing meaningful opportunities 
and access to government facili-
ties, programs, activities and ser-
vices in an effort to comply with all 
laws including; Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, as amended; 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, as amended; and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990, as amended.

nb 11/10, 11/17, 11/24
hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA  )
 ) SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )
 IN THE WELLS
 CIRCUIT COURT
 CAUSE NUMBER:

90C01-2310-JC-000046
IN THE MATTER OF:
JRE - DOB 6/4/2016
A CHILD ALLEGED TO BE 
A CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES
AND
CHELSA EVICK (BIOLOGICAL 
MOTHER)
M I C H A E L  H E R N A N D E Z 
(ALLEGED FATHER) AND
ANY UNKNOWN ALLEGED 
FATHERS

 SUMMONS FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION & NOTICE

 OF CHILD IN NEED OF
 SERVICES HEARING

TO: Michael Hernandez and
 Any Unknown Alleged Father
 Whereabouts unknown
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

to the above noted parent whose 
whereabouts are unknown, as well 
as Any Unknown Alleged Fathers, 
whose whereabouts are also 
unknown, that the Indiana Depart-
ment of Child Services has filed its 
Verified Petition Alleging the child 
to be in Need of Services, in accor-
dance with I.C. 31-34-9-3, and that 
an adjudication hearing has been 
scheduled with the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED to appear before the 
Judge of the Wells Circuit Court, 
102 Market Street, Bluffton, IN 
46714 - 260-824-6485 for a(n) Fact 
Finding Hearing on 1/8/2024 at 
2:00 PM.

At said hearing, the Court will 
consider the Petition and evidence 
thereon and will render its decision 
as to whether the above named 
minor child is child in need of ser-
vices and shall enter adjudication 
accordingly. Your failure to appear 
after lawful notice will be deemed 
as your default and waiver to be 
present at said hearing.

UPON ENTRY OF SAID 
ADJUDICATION, A DISPOSI-
TIONAL HEARING will be held in 
which the Court will consider (1) 
Alternatives for the care, treatment, 
or rehabilitation for the child; (2) 
The necessity, nature, and extent 
of your participation in the program 
of care, treatment, or rehabilitation 
for the child; and (3) Your finan-
cial responsibility for any services 
provided for the parent, guardian 
or custodian of the child including 
child support.

YOU MUST RESPOND by 
appearing in person or by an attor-
ney within thirty (30) days after the 
last publication of this notice, and 
in the event you fail to do so, an 
adjudication on said petition, judg-
ment by default may be entered 
against you, or the court may pro-
ceed in your absence, without fur-
ther notice.

Beth Davis
 Clerk

Holly N Daniels, 31840-49
Attorney, Indiana Department of 
Child Services
c/o Wells Co DCS
221 W Market St
Bluffton, IN 46714
Office: 260-824-3530

nb 11/10, 11/17, 11/24
hspaxlp

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:
Taylor Lehman, VP of Human Resources

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711
or email: careers@swissvillage.org

EOE

Now Seeking: Skilled Trades Maintenance Worker
The Skilled Trades Maintenance Worker will be responsible for installation, operation, 

and upkeep of equipment and systems throughout the Swiss Village community. 
This position will be 40 hours/week, Monday – Friday, 8:00am-4:30pm with rotating 

on-call requirements. Quali� ed candidates must have electrical, plumbing, carpentry, or 
remodeling experience. Seeking candidates with good work habits, the ability to e�  ciently 

use materials and equipment, and committed to following policies and procedures. This 
position is eligible for bene� ts including health, dental, vision, and life insurance, Paid 

Time O�  (PTO), and 403(b) retirement plan participation.

 1350 W. Main St.
 Berne, IN 46711

 589-3173
 www.swissvillage.org

Berne, IN

SERVICES
Services MILLER'S U-STOR We have

clean, secure storage units
available. Various sizes.
260-824-4141. Miller U-Stor,
1118 W. Silver, Bluffton, IN.

OWNER/OPERATORS:

TRANSPORT Oversize loads
inc. windmill components. Op-
portunity for contracted lane to
California to Texas and return
if you have a 4-axle unit that is
California legal. Personalized
dispatch, great pay with week-
ly direct deposit, FSC, bobtail
and OCC/ACC insurance
available. Must have a good
Class A CDL record, 3 years in
a like profession, and DOT
certified equipment. Sycamore
Specialized Carriers, Inc.,
3400 Engle Road, Ft. Wayne,
IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
(A)

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
THE BLUFFTON POLICE De-
partment is seeking applica-
tions to fill the position of
Ordinance Compliance Officer.
This full-time civilian position is
responsible for ensuring com-
pliance with all city ordinances
and is based in the police de-
partment working M-F 8a-4p.
Duties include downtown park-
ing enforcement and resolution
of weed and junk complaints.
The successful applicant must
be at least 18 years old with a
high school diploma or GED
equivalent, possess a respon-
sible driving history and clean
criminal background. Knowl-
edge of law procedures pre-
ferred. Application is available
on the city's website
www.blufftonindiana.net. For
more information contact Chief
of Police Kyle Randall at
824-3320 or kyle.randall@bluff
tonindiana.gov. Applications
are due back December 22,
2023 by 4:30 p.m.

EARLY MORNING DRIVER

needed to deliver papers to
post offices and stores in
southern part of county. Must
have reliable transportation.
Call Natasha or Doug, (260)
824-0224, for more informa-
tion.

OTR DRIVERS: TRANSPORT

Oversize loads inc. windmill
components. Opportunity for
contracted lane to California to
Texas and return. Personal-
ized dispatch, great pay with
weekly direct deposit, excel-
lent health, disability, life ins.,
401K, and well-maintained
equipment. Must have a good
Class A CDL record and 3
years in a like profession.
Sycamore Specialized Carri-
ers, 3400 Engle Road, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
(A)

Help Wanted

Mark your 
Calendar for 
this event

FREE EVENT - Surviving the
Holidays After Loss Sunday,
Nov. 12, 2-4 p.m., Hope Mis-
sionary Church. No registra-
tion needed. Griefshare.org for
more information.

HELOISE HINT: When you get 
a new job. If you don’t receive 
a full description of the job, you 
should ask your manager for 
it so you know everything that 
the job entails. Any questions 
should be directed to your su-
pervisor. Email HELOISE@He-
loise.com.

Services

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. WE 
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers. 
Call 1-844-961-0666 (I)

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

Read & recycle



Page 8 • The News-Banner • FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2023

BIDDING ENDS NOVEMBER 12 - (Online Only) - Kipfer Fam-
ily, seller. New Holland TL90 diesel tractor, International 706 
gas tractor, 1984 Case Model 444 garden tractor, 2008 Miller 
250 Bobcat welder generator, Pilot 24-volt fork lift charger, Mara-
thon, Shell, other gasoline plastic signs, Fenton, Lladro, Carnival, 
Vaseline, Royal Dalton, RS Prussia glassware, antique & modern 
furniture. Sale manager, Patrick Carter, The Steffen Group Inc., 
260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
NOVEMBER 17-NOVEMBER 24 - (Online Only Auction) - 
Fiechter, seller. 2357 N. Main St., Bluffton. Glock, Smith & 
Wesson, Sig Sauer, Ruger, Beretta, Remington, Century Arms, 
Kel-Tec, Kahr, Savage Arms, Winchester, Bushmaster, Saltwater 
Arms, handguns, pistols, rifles, shotguns. Preview: Nov. 21 from 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. and Nov. 22 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Bluffton Gun & 
Pawn. Sale manager, Isaac Stoller, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
NOVEMBER 27 - 6 p.m. - Pamela & Rick Myers, owners. Auc-
tion conducted at Wells County 4-H Community Center, 1240 
4-H Park Road, Bluffton, IN. Land located at County Rd. 100 N & 
State Rd. 116, NW corner of Bluffton. 118.91 acres, Sec. 28 & 33, 
Lancaster Twp., Wells County. These farms will be offered in the 
following tracts, and/or combined. Tract 1: 26.18 acres. Tract 2: 
92.73 acres. Auctioneer: Jody Holloway, 260-273-0999, Holloway 
Auction Company, Inc., www.HollowayAuction, 260-824-5060.
DECEMBER 1 - 8 a.m. - Secured creditors & various con-
signors, owners. 815 Adams St., Decatur. Truck & equipment 
auction. Live and online bidding. Offering 700+ lots! 2012-2014 
Freightliner M2106 box trucks, dump trucks, day cabs, sleepers, 
utility trucks, bucket, trucks, utility & semi trailers, SUV’s, pickup 
trucks, 100+ various skid steer attachments & much more! Cars, 
SUV, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pickup trucks, cargo & passenger vans! 
Accepting consignments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 
Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
DECEMBER 5 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m. ET. (Online) - Farm: Goodwin 
Trust. Property location: 2 miles north of Markle, IN at the inter-
section of N Marzane Road and W 800 N. 157.3+/- total acres, 
136.9+/- tillable, 12.2+/- CRP, 8.2+/- non-tillable. Prime farmland, 
tillable, CRP, Wells County, Union Township. Soil types: Pewamo 
silty clay loam, Glynwood clay & silt loam, Del Rey-Blount silt 
loams, Glynwood-Mississinewa clay loam. WAPI: 133.5 corn bu, 
40.2 soybeans bu. Halderman Real Estate & Farm Management, 
800-424-2324, halderman.com, Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181.
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LAWN SERVICE
Insured Owner
& Operator& Operator
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KIRK POTTER
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 Specializing in Auto & Truck Repair

 Kevin R. Morris
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Power Tools

Lawn Garden
Outdoor Living

• 105 Heyerly Dr • Ossian, IN • 260.622.4171
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Authori-
ties were hunting Thursday for who-
ever sent suspicious letters — includ-
ing some containing fentanyl — to 
elections offices in at least five states 
this week, delaying the counting of 
ballots in some local races in the lat-
est instance of threats faced by election 
workers around the country.

The letters were sent to elections 
offices in the presidential battle-
grounds of Georgia and Nevada, as 
well as California, Oregon and Wash-
ington, with some being intercepted 
before they arrived. Four of the letters 
contained fentanyl, the FBI and U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service reported in a 
statement to elections officials Thurs-
day.

“Law enforcement is working dili-
gently to intercept any additional let-
ters before they are delivered,” the 
statement said.

The Pierce County auditor's office 
in Tacoma, Washington, released 
images of the letter it received, show-
ing it had been postmarked in Portland, 
Oregon, and read in part, “End elec-
tions now.”

In Seattle, King County Elections 
Director Julie Wise said that letter 
appeared to be the same one her office 
got — and that it was “very similar” to 
one King County received during the 
August primary, which also contained 

fentanyl.
Among the offices that appeared 

to be targeted was Fulton County in 
Georgia, which includes Atlanta and 
is the largest voting jurisdiction in one 
of the nation's most important presi-
dential swing states. Authorities were 
working to intercept the letter. In the 
meantime, Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger said officials were send-
ing the overdose-reversal drug nalox-
one to the office as a precaution.

“This is domestic terrorism, and it 
needs to be condemned by anyone that 
holds elected office and anyone that 
wants to hold elective office anywhere 
in America,” said Raffensperger, a 
Republican.

In California, the United States 
Postal Service intercepted two suspi-
cious envelopes that were headed to 
election facilities in Los Angeles and 
Sacramento.

Authorities in Lane County, Ore-
gon, which includes the University of 
Oregon, were investigating a piece of 
mail that arrived at the local election 
office Wednesday. No one who came 
in contact with it had experienced any 
negative health effects, said Devon 
Ashbridge, spokeswoman for the Lane 
County Elections Office in Eugene.

The incident prompted officials to 
close the office and delayed an after-
noon pickup of ballots. Ashbridge 

declined to provide further details.
“Someone attempted to terrorize 

our elections staff, and that's not OK,” 
Ashbridge said.

On Wednesday, authorities in Wash-
ington state said four county election 
offices had to be evacuated as election 
workers were processing ballots cast 
in Tuesday's election, delaying vote-
counting.

Election offices in King, Skagit, 
Spokane and Pierce counties received 
envelopes containing powders. Local 
law enforcement officials said the sub-
stances in King and Spokane counties 
field-tested positive for fentanyl. In at 
least one other case, the substance was 
baking soda.

Pierce County Auditor Linda Farm-
er released images of the envelope and 
letter her office received. The letter 
contained a warning about the vulner-
ability of “ballot drops” and read: “End 
elections now. Stop giving power to 
the right that they don't have. We are in 
charge now and there is no more need 
for them.”

The letter featured an antifascist 
symbol, a progress pride flag and a 
pentagram. While the symbols have 
sometimes been associated with leftist 
politics, they also have been used by 
conservative figures to label and ste-
reotype the left, and the sender's politi-
cal leanings were unclear.

Election offices sent envelopes with fentanyl 
or other substances. Authorities investigating


