Morales gives out
$308K in bonuses

|

Page 3

The éNB&I% - ;g

b ciWomen of

Special section, page 5

Knights get 4 on
all NE8 football

Page 6

JITIPY

www.News-Banner.com

Harrison Township
to vote on BHMSD
referendum Nov. 7

Explaining potential school safety plans, property tax increases

By HOLLY GASKILL

In a special election on Nov. 7, residents
of Harrison Township will consider a school
safety referendum for the Bluffton-Harrison
Metropolitan School District.

If approved, the township agrees to
an increase of $0.075 on every $100 in
assessed property value for homesteads, a
9.63 percent increase, and $0.065 on every
$100 in assessed property value for busi-
nesses, a 7.94 percent increase.

While new to BHMSD, nearly half of
Indiana districts have put a referendum on
the ballot, including neighboring Southern
Wells Community Schools. Referendums
can be supported under multiple potential
forms, including supporting general school
operations, building projects and school
safety developments,

What is a school safety referendum?

A general school referendum places a
levy on property taxes to increase funding
for a particular area of need within the dis-
trict. Sen. Travis Holman and several oth-
ers introduced the concept of a referendum
explicitly to improve school safety in 2019.

Using referendum funding, a district can
employ school resource officers and mental
health resources, conduct a needs or threats
assessment, and cover capital expenses to
improve building safety, among other items.

Since then, two districts have pursued
the option, with only one, the Carmel Clay
School Corporation in Hamilton County,
being successful. However, BHMSD isn’t
alone in their pursuit this fall — the Fort
Wayne Community School Corporation in
Allen County is also seeking a school safety
referendum, which would increase property
taxes by 12.74 percent for homesteads and
11.96 percent for business properties.

How will a referendum support school
safety?

BHMSD has advertised that the refer-
endum would primarily financially support
adding three new positions — two new
school resource officers and a full-time
mental health counselor. Currently, the
district employs one SRO across its three

campuses and has added a part-time mental
health counselor through grant funding.

A portion of the referendum will also
support “safety equipment,” which could
include a variety of school resources. The
district has outlined plans to increase video
equipment and add visitor management sys-
tems, vape sensors, and staff training oppor-
tunities.

Altogether, these additions will increase
safety across the district and with individu-
al student needs, said Superintendent Brad
Yates.

Yates told the News-Banner that these
positions and resources were determined
to be a need within the district, but more
funding was required to do so. The school
board — Bruce Holland, Mike Murray, Julie
Thompson, Trent White and Angie Sheets
— unanimously spoke in favor of pursuing
a study of the tax base and putting the refer-
endum on the ballot.

Why add more officers?

Yates explained that the schools aren’t
unsafe with one SRO, but that there are
limitations. For example, there may be a
delayed response if the officer is in another
building at a time of need.

However, Yates said a large benefit of the
additional SROs would be the “resource”
aspect of their position more than the “offi-
cer” element.

“We’re regularly in the ‘resource’ side
of things, whether that’s part of an investi-
gation or providing support in a non-law
enforcement capacity, where we can’t do
that with three buildings and one human,”
Yates explained.

This support, Yates continued, includes
providing supervision at events during and
outside of school hours, as well as building
relationships and talking with students.

Yates added, “There are countless times
where relationships with an officer in our
buildings with our young students to our
older students have (a) tremendous impact
on their choices and their outcomes and can

prevent to future negative activity and can
(Continued on Page 2)

Maine mass shooter’s
family reached out to sheriff
5 months before rampage

By DAVID SHARP,
ROBERT F. BUKATY,
JAKE BLEIBERG
and PATRICK WHITTLE
Associated Press
LEWISTON, Maine (AP) — Five
months before the deadliest mass shoot-
ing in Maine's history, the gunman's family
alerted the sheriff that they were becoming
“concerned” about his deteriorating men-
tal health while he had access to firearms,
authorities said Monday.
After the alert, the Sagadohoc County

Sheriff's Office reached out to officials of
Robert Card's Army Reserve unit, which
assured deputies that they would speak to
Card and make sure he got medical atten-
tion, Sheriff Joel Merry said.

The family's concern about Card's mental
health dated back to early this year before
the sheriff's office was contacted in May,
marking the earliest in a string of interac-
tions that police had with the 40-year-old
firearms instructor before he marched into a
bowling alley and then a bar in Lewiston last

(Continued on Page 2)

Fall fitness frenzy

Southern Wells Elementary School students recently participated in the ‘Fall Fitness
Frenzy” to practice the sport and fitness skills they’ve been learning during the first nine
weeks of school. Stations took on a Halloween theme, including ‘haunted hula hooping,’
‘jack-o-lantern juggling,” and ‘bat cave.’ Pictured are fifth grade students Zane Gates, Bri-
cen Alig and Hunter Baumgartner playing ‘batty badminton.” (Photo submitted)

U.S. consumers spending
despite high prices and own
gloomy outlook. Can it last?

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
and ANNE D'INNOCENZIO
AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON (AP) — A flow of
recent data from the U.S. government has
made one thing strikingly clear: A surge
in consumer spending is fueling strong
growth, demonstrating a resilience that has
confounded economists, Federal Reserve
officials and even the sour sentiments that
Americans themselves have expressed in
opinion polls.

Yet economists caution that such vig-
orous spending isn't likely to continue in
the coming months. Many households
have been pulling money from a shrinking
pool of savings. Others have been turning
increasingly to credit cards. And the addi-
tional savings that tens of millions of house-
holds amassed during the pandemic — from
stimulus aid and reduced opportunities to
travel, dine out and visit entertainment ven-
ues — are nearly depleted, economists say.

Still, the truth is no one knows where
things go from here, given the unusual
nature of the post-pandemic economy. The
“death of the consumer” and an ensuing
recession have been forecast by most econo-

mists for at least a year. So far, not only is
no recession in sight but consumers as a
whole appear to be in robust health. Spend-
ing might cool in the coming months, yet it's
far from clear it will collapse.

The durability of consumers' willingness
to shop has caught the attention of Fed offi-
cials, who have signaled that they will keep
their key interest rate unchanged when they
meet this week. But they've also made clear
that they are monitoring the economic data
for any sign that inflation could reignite and
require further rate hikes.

In the meantime, businesses, especially
those in the sprawling service sector, are
benefiting from what still appears to be
pent-up demand, likely driven by higher-
income earners, after the restrictions of the
pandemic. Last week, Royal Caribbean
Group reported robust quarterly earnings.
Travelers crowded their cruise ships and
spent more even as the company raised pric-
es.

“The acceleration of consumer spending
on experiences (has) propelled us towards
another outstanding quarter,” said CEO
Jason Liberty. “Looking ahead, we see

(Continued on Page 2)

Biden signs executive order on Al development safety

By JOSH BOAK
and MATT O'BRIEN

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden on Monday signed
an ambitious executive order on
artificial intelligence that seeks
to balance the needs of cutting-
edge technology companies with
national security and consumer

rights, creating an early set of
guardrails that could be fortified
by legislation and global agree-
ments.

Before signing the order, Biden
said Al is driving change at “warp
speed” and carries tremendous
potential as well as perils.

“Al is all around us,” Biden
said. “To realize the promise of Al

and avoid the risk, we need to gov-
ern this technology.”

The order is an initial step that
is meant to ensure that Al is trust-
worthy and helpful, rather than
deceptive and destructive. The
order — which will likely need
to be augmented by congressional
action — seeks to steer how Al is
developed so that companies can

profit without putting public safety
in jeopardy.

Using the Defense Production
Act, the order requires leading
Al developers to share safety test
results and other information with
the government. The National
Institute of Standards and Technol-
ogy is to create standards to ensure
Al tools are safe and secure before

public release.

The Commerce Department
is to issue guidance to label and
watermark Al-generated content to
help differentiate between authen-
tic interactions and those gener-
ated by software. The extensive
order touches on matters of priva-
cy, civil rights, consumer protec-

(Continued on Page 2)
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BHMSD referendum

(Continued from Page 1)

also spur people into positive avenues
in life.”

The schools’ current SRO, Phil
Kurut, is contracted through the Bluff-
ton Police Department. If the referen-
dum is approved, Yates believes the
district would likely contract the addi-
tional officers through the BPD.

Why add a mental health counselor?

While the district has two guid-
ance counselors at each school, Yates
explained that the guidance counsel-
ors often wear many hats, from class
scheduling to intervening with stu-
dents. Simply put, they’re exceeding
the capacity of their resources.

Last year Bluffton-Harrison schools
received a Lily grant that has allowed
them to contract a licensed mental
health counselor through Park Center
for 12 hours weekly. Beginning this
fall, the counselor has been meeting
with high-need students on a regular
basis with their guardians’ permission.

“We’re talking about a very small
percentage of our student population,
but a very acute, very high need,”
Yates explained. “A lot of those times
are either in safety-sensitive situations,
or some trauma situations (and) those
students just need some extra support
to learn effectively.”

However, Yates said it’s been clear
this fall that there is a need for this
service to be available in a full-time
capacity.

If the referendum is approved, the
program could be expanded through
Park Center, another resource, or
through an independently hired mental
health professional. If the referendum
is not approved, there is not funding
secured to continue the current part-
time mental health counselor.

What is the financial impact?

In a Policy Analytics study of the

township tax base, this tax increase

should draw approximately $445,000
annually. However, should the tax base
grow or financial needs change, the
district would have the ability to lower
the rate as necessary.

“At any point in time, the school
district can lower the request below
that maximum rate ($0.075 per $100
assessed),” Yates explained. “(The
study) established that line as the maxi-
mum community commitment towards
safety and security. So the promise
from the school site is it’ll never be
more than 0.075 percent, and, in the
same breath, my promise would be that
we would lower that rate to be what
our need is, but we won’t really know
that until we get into one cycle.”

For a home assessed at $150,000,
the referendum would add an annual
$45.90 in property taxes, and $112.50
annually for a non-homestead property
assessed at the same value.

In an annual district spending plan
published by the Indiana Depart-
ment of Local Finance, BHMSD out-
lined $253,957 for additional school
resource officers, $62,375 for physi-
cal safety and security improvements,
$106,929 for mental health support,
and $22,277 for professional develop-
ment with faculty and staff.

Yates added that he believed these
funds would be used responsibly by
the district and ultimately benefit fami-
lies and the community.

“Personally, as a taxpayer, father
and superintendent, I believe that the
funds that are being presented are pru-
dent and appropriate to assist in pro-
viding a safe environment for our stu-
dents,” Yates said. “Our goal is to (help
students) excel, to learn, to graduate,
and then to help in some capacity back
into our communities. As a product of
Bluffton-Harrison myself, and then
coming back, staying here, and choos-
ing to live here, work here, and rein-

vesting in the community — that’s my
goal for kids as they come through to
see the value of what we have here in
Bluffton and Wells County.”

What will appear on the ballot?

The special election ballot will ask
voters a specific question regarding
the referendum and how it will affect
taxes. Voting “Yes” will give support
for the referendum’s addition, and vot-
ing “No” will reject the referendum.

The ballot question will read as
follows: “Shall the Bluffton Harrison
M.S.D. increase property taxes paid to
the school corporation by homeown-
ers and businesses for eight (8) years
immediately following the holding
of the referendum for the purpose of
funding the social, emotional, safety,
and security needs for all students and
staff including: (a) additional school
resource officers, (b) physical safety
and security improvements, (c) mental
health support for students that pro-
mote social and emotional well-being,
and (d) professional development/
training which focuses on proactive
safety strategies for faculty and staff?
If this public question is approved by
the voters, the average property tax
paid to the school corporation per year
on a residence would increase by 9.63
percent and the average property tax
paid to the school corporation per year
on a business property would increase
by 7.94 percent.”

The ballot question requires a sim-
ple majority. Voting will be available
at the Wells County 4-H Park from 6
a.m. to 6 p.m. Nov. 7, or for early and
absentee voting from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Nov. 3.

Absentee and early voting is also
available at the Wells County Clerk’s
Office from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. through
Nov. 3, and 8 a.m. to noon on Nov. 4
and Nov. 6.

holly@news-banner.com

Consumer spending

(Continued from Page 1)
accelerating demand.”

What's behind the out-
size gains, so far? Econo-
mists point to several driv-
ers: Sturdy hiring and low
unemployment, along with
healthy finances for most
households emerging from
the pandemic. Wealthier
households, in particular,
have enjoyed substantial
growth in home values and
stock portfolios, which are
likely juicing their spending.

“We continue to believe
that you shouldn't bet
against the consumer until
actual job losses are on the
horizon,” said Tim Duy,
chief U.S. economist at
SGH Macro Advisers.

With inflation slowing
— it's at a still-high 3.7 per-
cent, down from a peak of
9.1 percent in June 2022 —
average wages are starting to
outpace price gains.

In many lower-paying
industries, like hotels, res-
taurants and warehouses,

Maine mass shooter

(Continued from Page 1)
Wednesday, killing 18 peo-
ple and wounding 13 others.

He was found two days
later with a self-inflicted
gunshot wound after an
intensive search spanning
two days that caused shelter-
in-place orders and put resi-
dents on edge.

Card underwent a mental
health evaluation last summer
after he began acting errati-
cally at an Army training
facility in New York, officials
said. A bulletin sent to police
shortly after last week's attack
said Card had been commit-
ted to a mental health facility
for two weeks after “hearing
voices and threats to shoot
up” a military base.

Authorities have not said
whether they believe Card
planned the Oct. 25 rampage
in advance. Nearly three
months ago, he tried and
failed to acquire a device
used to quiet gunshots,
according to a gun shop
owner in Auburn.

Rick LaChapelle, owner
of Coastal Defense Fire-
arms, said Card purchased
a suppressor, also called a
silencer, online and arranged
to pick it up at his shop.

CA%e

companies have struggled to
find and keep workers and
have raised pay accordingly.
Julia Pollak, chief economist
at ZipRecruiter, calculates
that for the lowest-paid 10
percent of workers, wages
have jumped 25 percent
since the first quarter of
2020, when the pandemic
began. That's well ahead of
the 18 percent increase in
prices over that time.

And most households
started 2023 in better shape
than they were in before the
pandemic erupted, accord-
ing to a report from the
Fed. The net worth of the
median household — the
midpoint between the richest
and poorest — jumped 37
percent from 2019 through
2022 as home prices shot
higher and the stock market
rose. That was the biggest
surge on records dating back
more than 30 years.

At the same time, the net
worth of the richest one-
tenth of households leaped

by $28 trillion — or about
one-third — from the first
quarter of 2020 to the second
quarter of 2023, according to
the Fed. The poorer one-half
of Americans gained a big-
ger percentage increase but
in total dollars much less,
from about $2 trillion to $3.6
trillion. (Those figures aren't
adjusted for inflation.)

“When wealth is grow-
ing by the amount that it has
been the past three years ...
I do think that it's playing
a larger role in this spend-
ing strength than maybe
we thought it would,” said
Sarah Wolfe, U.S. economist
at Morgan Stanley.

Aditya Bhave, senior
economist at Bank of Amer-
ica, noted that the spending
isn't all driven by the afflu-
ent. Spending on the bank's
credit and debit cards by
households with incomes
below $50,000 has risen
faster than spending by
higher-earning clients.

Many analysts still warn

of a new crop of headwinds
facing consumers and the
economy. Nearly 30 million
student loan borrowers had
to start paying their loans
this month. And government
dysfunction in Washington
could lead to a government
shutdown next month.

A report Friday showed
that while inflation-adjusted
income fell last month along
with the savings rate, con-
sumers still ramped up their
spending. That trend, econo-
mists say, is unsustainable.

Even so, those challenges
may not prove as damaging
as feared. Student loan pay-
ments, for example, jumped
even before an Oct. 1 dead-
line for resuming them,
Bhave noted. And few bor-
rowers appear to have taken
advantage of a 12-month
grace period the Biden
administration put in place,
suggesting that most bor-
rowers can afford to resume
paying the money back — at
least for now.

Card already had submit-
ted information to the fed-
eral government to purchase
it, and federal authorities
had approved the sale to that
point, he said.

When Card filled out the
form at LaChapelle's gun
shop to pick up the silencer
Aug. 5, he answered “yes”
to the question: “Have you
ever been adjudicated as a
mental defective OR have
you ever been committed to
a mental institution?”

“As soon as he answered
that 'yes' we know automati-
cally that this is disqualify-
ing, he's not getting a silenc-
er today,” LaChapelle said.

Silencers are more heav-
ily regulated under federal
law than most firearms.
Federal law requires buy-
ers to apply with the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives and be
approved. The typical wait
time is between six and eight
months, said Mark Collins,
federal policy director at
the gun violence prevention
group Brady.

After the bureau approves
the application, the silencer
is sent to a licensed firearm
dealer, where the buyer is

required to fill out another
form required for any firearm
purchase. The dealer then has
to run a background check.

That form asks questions
similar to the paperwork
required to buy a gun. In
Card's case, he likely would
have completed the original
federal paperwork months
before he was committed to
the mental health facility in
July.

LaChapelle said he does
not know when Card made
the online purchase.

He said Card was polite
when notified of the denial,
mentioned something about
the military and said he
would “come right back”
after consulting his lawyer.

Investigators are fac-
ing increasing public scru-
tiny and still searching for a
motive for the massacre but
have increasingly focused on
Card's mental health history.

Police across Maine were
alerted just last month to the
“veiled threats” by the U.S.
Army reservist. Two local
law enforcement chiefs told
The Associated Press that
a statewide awareness alert
was sent in mid-September
to be on the lookout for

Card after he made threats
against his base and fellow
soldiers. But ultimately, after
a visit to Card's home, police
moved on.

The Army directed that
Card “should not have a
weapon, handle ammuni-
tion, and not participate in
live fire activity,” according
to Lt. Col. Ruth Castro, an
Army spokesperson.

Card was also declared
“non-deployable due to con-
cerns over his well-being,”
and his company command-
er was notified of the restric-
tions, Castro said in a written
statement, adding that the
Army Reserve Command
Surgeon Office and medical
management made multiple
attempts to contact Card.

The Army did not
respond to questions about
when those contacts were
made.

On Monday, Gov. Janet
Mills, a Democrat, held a
news conference to provide
an update on the response
to the shooting. The con-
ference turned contentious
quickly when Mills declined
to provide information about
what the investigation has
turned up so far.
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Weather

Tuesday, October 31, 2023
(24-hour observations at 8:43 p.m. Monday)
High: 45; Low: 33; Precipitation: 0.33 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.57

feet at 8:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast

Today: A 30 percent chance of snow showers after 2
p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 40. Southwest wind 5
to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Tonight: A 30 percent chance of snow showers, mainly
before 8 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 24. North-
west wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 42. West

wind 5 to 10 mph.

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 27.

Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 48.

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 34.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 54.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 41.

Saturday: A 20 percent chance of showers after 2 p.m.
Partly sunny, with a high near 59.

Saturday Night: A 30 percent chance of showers. Most-
ly cloudy, with a low around 43.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Partly sunny,

with a high near 56.

Sunday Night: A slight chance of showers. Mostly

cloudy, with a low around 41.

Monday: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a

high near 56.

Al development

(Continued from Page 1)
tions, scientific research and
worker rights.

White House chief of
staff Jeff Zients recalled
Biden giving his staff a
directive when formulat-
ing the order to move with
urgency.

“We can't move at a nor-
mal government pace,”
Zients said the Democratic
president told him. “We have
to move as fast, if not faster,
than the technology itself.”

In Biden's view, the gov-
ernment was late to address
the risks of social media and
now U.S. youth are grappling
with related mental health
issues. Al has the positive
ability to accelerate cancer
research, model the impacts
of climate change, boost eco-
nomic output and improve
government services among
other benefits. But it could
also warp basic notions of
truth with false images, deep-
en racial and social inequali-
ties and provide a tool to
scammers and criminals.

With the European Union
nearing final passage of a
sweeping law to rein in Al
harms and Congress still in
the early stages of debating
safeguards, the Biden admin-
istration is “stepping up to
use the levers it can control,”
said digital rights advocate
Alexandra Reeve Givens,
president of the Center for
Democracy & Technology.
“That's issuing guidance and

standards to shape private
sector behavior and leading
by example in the federal
government's own use of AL.”

The order builds on vol-
untary commitments already
made by technology com-
panies. It's part of a broader
strategy that administration
officials say also includes
congressional legislation
and international diploma-
cy, a sign of the disruptions
already caused by the intro-
duction of new Al tools such
as ChatGPT that can gener-
ate text, images and sounds.

The guidance within the
order is to be implemented
and fulfilled over the range
of 90 days to 365 days.

Last Thursday, Biden
gathered his aides in the
Oval Office to review and
finalize the executive order,
a 30-minute meeting that
stretched to 70 minutes,
despite other pressing mat-
ters, including the mass
shooting in Maine, the Isra-
el-Hamas war and the selec-
tion of a new House speaker.

Biden was profoundly
curious about the technol-
ogy in the months of meet-
ings that led up to drafting
the order. His science advi-
sory council focused on
Al at two meetings and his
Cabinet discussed it at two
meetings. The president also
pressed tech executives and
civil society advocates about
the technology's capabilities
at multiple gatherings.

Surprisingly great rates

that fit any budget.

Erin Daugherty, Agent
1085 N Main Street Suite B
Bluffton, IN 46714

Bus: 260-827-0527

o StateFarm

erin.daugherty.yzs8@statefarm.com

Get greatratesanda
good neighbor.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm s there.

Individual premiums and budgets
will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm’ underwriting
requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2101568

Finest Wine In Wells County!

HOURS
Thursday - Friday 3:00 - 8:00pm
Saturday 12:00 - 8:00pm
(765) 727-1027

www.dash90wines.com

zane@dash90wines.com

HIDEAWAY |WE WELCOME

BEERs=BOURBON YOU'
@

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks = 22
Friday &(égturdaﬁg\rg\ds

Weekly Dr{nk Spec@ls and ‘Evg\rggk

(Excludes Pop)
WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE

Sundays Biscuits & Gran/E
9ant -until GONEL

FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K3 for our Events.

123 S Jomnson ST. *824-0455

S o0

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

SERVING WELLS COUNTY

10 YEARS

EXPERIENCE MATTERS
NICK HUFFMAN

REAL ESTATE BROKER
& AUCTIONEER
260.827.8255

6750 W 900 S-90 Warren, IN 46792

Upcoming Events

November
Saturday 4th
Drop it like its Tot 4 - 8 p.m.




LOCAL/AREA
—OBITUARIES
Avon D. Scott, 94

Avon D. Scott, 94, known as
“Scotty” to nearly all who knew
him, passed away Saturday, Oct.
28, 2023, at Lutheran Life Village
due to the effects of melanoma.
Avon was a lifelong farmer, first
in Ohio, and then in Jay and
Wells counties in Indiana.

He milked cows and was proud
that they were Jerseys! He was
a former member of the Ameri-
can Jersey Cattle Club and was
a big supporter of Wells County
4-H, and encouraged each of his four children as they
completed 10 years in 4-H. He was also a longtime
member of the Lincolnshire Church of the Brethren in
Fort Wayne. He was a follower of Jesus Christ, and his
biggest concern was that his family and friends would
receive salvation and join him someday in heaven.

He was born Feb. 5, 1929, in Van Wert County, Ohio,
in the home of his parents, the late Jacob and Eva
(Pancake) Scott. A 1947 graduate of Monmouth High
School in Adams County, he married the love of his life,
Peggy (Hart) Scott on March 7, 1953. She preceded him
in death on Jan. 13, 1989. He later married Marjorie
(Brand) Crill, who passed away Nov. 14, 2013.

He served in the U.S. Army, including his deploy-
ment to Korea in the latter years of the Korean Conflict,
attaining the rank of SP3 / Corporal prior to his hon-
orable discharge. He was a member of the American
Legion Post 111 in Bluffton.

After serving in the military, he and Peggy moved to
Jay County and farmed for several years before moving
east of Ossian, where he also worked part-time at Per-
fection Bakery, in addition to milking and farming. They
later moved to the Southern Wells school area and
farmed until the 1980s, when he moved to the south
side of Bluffton. He was employed as a security officer
at Peyton Northern until his retirement.

He is survived by two sons, Del (Sylvia) Scott of
Largo, Fla., and Duane (Kathy) Scott of rural Bluffton;
two daughters, Delora (Ed) Hartsock of New Castle,
and Diane (Steve) Michael of Zionsville; two stepchil-
dren, Connie (Rich) Thiel of Port Orange, Fla., and Mike
(Paula) Crill of Fort Wayne; a brother, Carroll (Carol)
Scott of Bluffton; five grandchildren; five step-grandchil-
dren; three great-grandchildren; six step-great-grand-
children; and several cousins, nieces and nephews and
their families.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his first
wife, Peggy; his second wife, Marjorie; three siblings,
Margaret (Gorman) Kauffman, Owen Scott, and Eliza-
beth (Jerome) Moser; and a great number of other rela-
tives and friends.

A funeral service and celebration of life will be held
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 4 at Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home in Bluffton, with Pastor Jerry Ingalls of
First Baptist Church in New Castle officiating. Calling
will be 3-7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, also at the funeral home,
and for one hour prior to the service. Burial will follow
at Brookside Cemetery in Montpelier, Indiana.

Memorials are preferred to the Lincolnshire Church
of the Brethren, the Wells County 4-H Association, or
Stillwater Hospice, and should be directed to the funeral
home.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can share online condo-
lences with the family at www.thomarich.com.

Holcomb makes
appointments to
multiple state boards

Gov. Eric Holcomb has announced several appointments
to various state boards and commissions.

e To the Underground Storage Tank Financial Assurance
Board, Holcomb made six reappointments to the board,
who will serve until Sept. 30, 2025: Mark Aldous (India-
napolis), producer at Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.; Kim Logan
(Indianapolis), deputy treasurer and director of operations
with Indiana Treasurer of State Daniel Elliott; Trout Moser
(Bluffton), president of National Oil & Gas, Inc.; Tom
Navarre (Valparaiso), vice president of Family Express
Corp.; Toby Rickabaugh (Dayton, Ohio), environmental
professional with Marathon Petroleum; and Nivas Vijay
(South Bend), senior project manager and COO at Heart-
land Environmental Associates Inc., and principal/COO
with Seratech Drilling & Exploration, LLC.

* To the Board of Trustees of Indiana University, Hol-
comb made one new appointment to the board, who will
serve until July 1,2026: Isaac Torres (Goshen), founder and
president of InterCambio Express, Inc.

e To the Indiana Board of Accountancy, Holcomb made
one reappointment to the board, who will serve until Sept.
30, 2027: Michelle Skeen (Anderson), senior manager with
OnTarget CPA The governor also made three new appoint-
ments to the board, who will serve until Sept. 30, 2027:
Colleen Scheele (Indianapolis), public policy counsel and
director of tax and financial policy for the National Asso-
ciation of Mutual Insurance Companies; Sarah Schenkel
(Fort Wayne), audit director with Katz, Sapper & Miller;
and John Wright (Evansville), former managing director of
FORVIS.

* To the Indiana Board of Pharmacy, Holcomb made
three reappointments to the board, who will serve until
Sep. 30, 2027: Steve Anderson (Bedford), pharmacist with
Crowder’s Pharmacy; Matt Balla (Bloomington), vice presi-
dent of CarDon & Associates; and Mark Smosna (McCords-
ville), regional manager, operations compliance with Ama-
zon Pharmacy. The governor also made two new appoint-
ments to the board, who will serve until Sept. 30, 2027:
Andrew Meador (Indianapolis), clinical educator with TU
Health, and Kate Snedeker (Carmel), corporate and crisis
communications consultant with Kate Snedeker Communi-
cations.

* To the State Board of Cosmetology & Barber Examin-
ers, Holcomb made one new appointment to the board, who
will serve until Sept. 30, 2027: Amy Worley (Brownsburg),
owner of Mizell’s Barber Shop. The governor also made
two new appointments to the board, who will serve until
Sept. 30, 2025: Lauren Nielsen (Trafalgar), owner of Terra
Vitae Environmental Solutions, and Kevin Ryan (Indianapo-
lis), former CEO of Financial Center First Credit Union.

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-
ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include
the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of
calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling
arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included,
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person,
there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will
coordinate obituary publication.

INCIDENTS

City:

Friday, 3:24 p.m., South
Jersey and West South
streets. Report of road rage,
male followed female from
Southern Wells.

Friday, 3:26 p.m., 400
block of West Wabash
Street. Caller reported sub-
ject refused to return debit
card.

Friday, 5:47 p.m., 500
block of East Cherry Street.
Caller reported damage to
fence.

Friday, 8:03 p.m., Pre-
mier Apartments. Report of
a child continually knock-
ing on and slamming doors
and running down the hall.
Officer advised the child is
a management issue.

Friday, 11:45 p.m., Bluff-
ton Regional Medical Cen-
ter. Report of a man harass-
ing staff.

Saturday, 2:30 p.m.,
Washington Park. Report of
two boys fighting. Mother
advised it was her children
and everything was fine.

Saturday, 2:59 p.m.,
McDonald’s. Driver cited
for speeding and warned for
driving without a license in
possession

Saturday, 3:35 p.m.,
Hideaway. Report of a man
pushing a woman around.

Saturday, 7:52 p.m.,
Capri Meadows. Report
of a man yelling down the
hall and pushing caller into
apartment.

Sunday, 1:23 p.m., 700
block of Clark Avenue.
Driver cited for speeding
and disregarding lighted sig-
nal.

Sunday, 7:09 p.m., 300
block of West Wabash
Street. Caller requested offi-
cer to stand by while she
collected her cats.

Sunday, 9:11 p.m., 500
block of West Wabash
Street. Caller reported they
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were locked upstairs with
brother because mother was
yelling at them for the house
being a mess.

Sunday, 11:40 p.m., 500
block of Eastmoor Drive.
Caller requested assistance
delivering a message.

Monday, 9:19 a.m.,
100 block of East Cherry
Street. Caller reported a dog
pushed a patient down in the
parking lot. Report request-
ed.

Monday, 1:11 p.m., Capri
Meadows. Caller requested
assistance with stolen keys.

Monday, 1:25 p.m., Air-
plane Express and Service
Station. Caller requested
officer to meet him at the
gas station and help him
collect belongings from
address.

Monday, 1:39 p.m., Air-
plane Express and Service
Station. Caller requested
officer remove man from
property.

County:

Friday, 2:37 p.m., Wells
county Jail. Multiple war-
rants served at jail.

Friday, 3:48 p.m., 5900
block of North Lincoln Ave-
nue, Uniondale. Report of
a battery that occurred one
year ago, caller requested to
press charges now.

Friday, 5:01 p.m., 3500
West 900 South, Poneto.
Caller reported she forgot to
retrieve firearms in divorce
and would like to retrieve
them.

Friday, 5:48 p.m., 3500
West 900 South, Pone-
to. Caller reported man
attempted to run her vehicle
off of the road.

Saturday, 3:39 p.m., West
1000 South and South 200
West, Keystone. Report of
three cows hanging out on
the side of the road unsuper-
vised.

Saturday, 4:49 p.m.,
Liberty Center Gas and

Police Notebook

Deli. Caller reported ex
husband is showing up at
her work with an active no
contact order. One subject
detained.

Saturday, 9:12 p.m., Ind.
116 and East 100 North,
Bluffton. Deer accident.

Saturday, 10:23 p.m.,
Ind. 3 and Ind. 216, Warren.
Officer assisted driver in
jump-starting dead battery
in vehicle.

Sunday, 10:01 a.m., 4800
South 300 West, Poneto.
Caller threatened to steal a
horse from his soon to be ex
wife.

Sunday, 1:28 p.m., 10000
West 1100 South, Marion.
Report of a stolen gun.

Sunday, 6:10 p.m.,
2700 West 100 South,
Keystone. Caller reported
woman destroying the
house. Woman, who had
a language barrier, told
officers she was upset her
husband would not turn
on the heat and threatened
to burn something to stay
warm. Officers found a
burnt marijuana cigarette
in an ashtray next to a bed.
The woman advised it was
OK because President Joe
Biden made marijuana
legal. Officers advised
that marijuana is not legal
in this state. One woman
arrested.

Sunday, 8:01 p.m., 6800
South 1000 West, Warren.
Caller reported altercation
with woman. Neither party
wanted to press charges.

Monday, 9:02 a.m.,
Wells County Jail. Two
warrants served to one sub-
ject.

Ossian:

Saturday, 12:51 p.m., 400
block of Ironwood Lane,
Ossian. Caller reported a
large golden retriever in the
area.

Saturday, 3:23 p.m., 3600
East 1200 North, Ossian.

Caller requested trespass
warning.

Saturday, 7:26 p.m.,
East 1200 North and North
Meridian Road, Ossian.
Caller reported a grain semi
truck in the roadway tak-
ing up space, as tractors and
trailers do. Officer observed
that all lights and hazard
lights were on. Nothing fur-
ther.

Monday, 9:31 a.m., East
500 North and North 175
East, Ossian. Caller increas-
ingly irritated that he has to
move vehicle from roadway.

FIRES

City:

Saturday, 12:42 a.m.,
1300 block of West South
Street. Report of a house
on fire. Fire under control
approximately three hours
later.

ARRESTS

Shawn Michael Col-
lis, 30, Bluffton, domestic
battery in the presence of a
child and residential entry/
burglary, both Level 6 fel-
onies, operating a vehicle
while intoxicated, a Class C
misdemeanor. No bond set.

Ryan Manley Stinson,
37, Bluffton, domestic bat-
tery in the presence of a
child less than 16 years old,
a Class A misdemeanor,
and domestic battery on a
person less than 14 years
old, committed by a per-
son who is at least 18, a
Level 5 felony. Bond set at
$50,000.

Shu Bergman, 60, Key-
stone, possession of mari-
juana, a Class B misde-
meanor.

Jake Alan Shanks, 35,
Three Rivers, MI., failure
to appear and possession of
paraphernalia, both Class A
misdemeanors. Bond set at
$1,500.

Holly Marie Elchert, 22,
Fort Wayne, reckless driv-
ing, a Class C misdemeanor.

Morales doles out over $308K in spot bonuses

Spending outpaces peer offices, who spent less than $75k combined

By CASEY SMITH and
WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana Secretary of
State Diego Morales has
given a spot bonus to nearly
every employee in his office
this year — including a fam-
ily member and his former
campaign manager — for a
total of more than $308,000.

New data obtained by the
Indiana Capital Chronicle
showed that just four of six
offices led by elected offi-
cials awarded spot bonus-
es in 2023. But Morales’
spending far outpaces his
peers and includes five
$10,000 bonuses and two
$12,000 bonuses.

Secretary of State Spokes-
woman Lindsey Eaton said
in a written statement to the
Capital Chronicle that the
office does not have a formal
or written bonus salary pay-
ment policy.

Instead, Morales’
employee compensation
policy is that any employ-
ee “who exemplifies the
office’s stated purposes and
values” — “Serve Hoo-
siers by being Welcoming,
Responsive, Efficient, and
Innovative” — will receive
“fair, competitive, reward-
ing compensation, recogni-
tion, and opportunity for
advancement.”

Eaton said the “con-
straints of the state’s
finance, accounting, budget,
and employee classification
system” make bonus pay-
ments necessary, and that
the agency’s ability to adjust
salaries “is not always avail-
able or advisable.”

Where did the
$308,000 go?

Eighty bonuses have
been doled out this year to
68 staffers in the Secretary
of State’s office — an office
with roughly 75 employ-
ees — ranging from $500
to $12,000, for an average
of $4,540 per employee.
Nearly a dozen employ-
ees received two bonuses
from Morales within the 10
months scanned by the Cap-
ital Chronicle, and one got
two in one month.

Excluding the $500
bonus, which was award-
ed before Morales was
sworn into office on Jan.
10, the next-lowest bonus
of $719 went to a part-time
employee. The lowest bonus
from Morales to a full-time
employee was $2,500 —

more than two times the
maximum outlined in a non-
binding state personnel guid-
ance for agency bonuses.
The Attorney General’s
Office, by comparison, has
hundreds more employees
at a total staff of 373, but
has only issued $48,000
in bonuses this year. For
that office, bonuses ranged
from $500 to $3,000 and
averaged $1,333 per bonus
across 36 employees.
Attorney General Todd
Rokita didn’t respond to a
request for comment on the
office’s spot bonus policy.
“It’s really shocking to
me (and) it’s hard for me to
get shocked by anything in
government circles some-
times,” said Paul Helmke, the
former mayor of Fort Wayne
and a professor at Indiana
University’s O’Neill School
of Public and Environmental
Affairs. “It raises questions:
are you just rewarding your
friends? Is this just some sort
of slush fund that they’ve
created? It just doesn’t make
sense to me ... This smacks
of favoritism.”
Bonuses offset low
compensation, office says
The majority of the
bonuses from the Secretary
of State’s office came dur-
ing June, accounting for

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos v
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$238,500 or 77 percent of
all awards. The state’s fis-
cal year ends on June 30th,
which Eaton cited in her
statement.

According to the office,
the previous Secretary of
State Holli Sullivan learned
that the department’s sala-
ries were “underpaid com-
pared to those in compa-
rable private sector employ-
ment.”

Without naming Sul-
livan, Eaton said Morales’
predecessor advised staff
that “salaries would be
reviewed and action taken.”

“The former Secretary
of State raised the hopes
and expectations of agency
employees but did not act
on the matter before leaving
office ... and did not request
an appropriation increase

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR LAND?

THE FINEST ASSETS IN THE WORLD, INCLUDING

for employee compensa-
tion,” Eaton said.

In January, Morales
amended the budget submit-
ted to legislators to include
a 12.5 percent increase in
employee salaries — but
that meant employees
wouldn’t see an increase
until July at the earliest,
according to the statement.

The office declined to
elaborate on awards to spe-
cific employees, though
several high-ranking staff-
ers have received more
than $12,000 in bonuses so
far this year — including
$42,000 to four employees
in the last two weeks.

“The office cites employ-
ee privacy concerns as the
basis for not commenting on
individual employee com-
pensation,” Eaton noted.

FARM LAND, ARE SOLD AT AUCTION!

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE
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The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
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In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall » 260-824-1618

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
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Travel lets us carry the
beautiful with us every day

“Traveling — it leaves you speech-
less then turns you into a storyteller.”
Medieval Moroccan scholar and
author Ibn Battuta coined that phrase,
as he traveled some 75,000 miles dur-
ing his life — quite an undertaking

considering he lived in the 1300s.
I used his 11 impactful words to

begin this travel series back in August Justin
when [ started writing about the three-
week odyssey that my wife and I made Peeper

to Africa this summer — one week
in Rwanda and two weeks in South
Africa.

I found myself speechless more times than I can
count during the 21 days we spent exploring two lovely
African countries because of the beautiful landscapes
we saw and the effervescent people we met.

From spending a day in a rural village with a group
of four vivacious women who run a cooperative to
searching for lions, elephants, rhinos, buffalo and leop-
ards during a daylong safari at Akagera National Park,
Rwanda is a place I'm eager to visit again soon.

And from hiking in 50 mph winds up and over a
mountain in Cape Town so that we could visit the Cape
of Good Hope (the southwestern-most tip of Africa) to
watching penguins play on the beach, our experiences in
South Africa are ones that will forever remain with me.

Those adventures inspired this 10-part series, and
I hope that the stories that I have narrated each week
since August have let you experience vicariously our
sojourn.

I have never been very good, however, at vicarious
adventures — having an experience through someone
else’s stories, narratives and tales. I’'m even worse at
living vicariously when it involves travel. Instead, I find
myself wanting to visit the place that a friend or col-
league has told me about.

I had long listened to my wife talk about her expe-
riences living and studying in various places around
Africa, and each account left me a bit more curious and
a lot more eager to see with my own eyes a new place.
Traveling around Rwanda and South Africa certainly
filled my cup this summer and left me eager for a refill.

Jen and I decided while we were still in Africa that
we were going to return in a couple of years — in 2025,
we hoped. That plan changed in September, however,
when [ woke her up on a Saturday morning and said
let’s go back to Cape Town in July 2024.

I’'m sure by now that you know her answer was an
unequivocal yes after telling me I better not be joking.
She didn’t know that I had been monitoring airfares for
a couple of weeks and that Google suggested we needed
to buy now because ticket prices were so low.

I can only think of a few places I have visited during
my 43 years that had such an impact on me that would
make me want to spend 15 hours in a tight-fitting air-
plane economy seat.

Africa is one of those places.

Don’t take my word, though. Do some research;
Google is a great place to start. Perhaps you’ll be
inspired to plan a trip to one of the many idyllic places
in Africa.

Such a sojourn will change you. How? That’s for you
to figure out, as the beauty of travel is that it impacts us
all in a unique way.

For me, one of the most powerful days was when
we visited the genocide memorial in Kigali, Rwanda,
as I wrote about earlier this summer. As you enter the
memorial there is a sign with the word Ubumuntu. It
means humanity — goodness, generosity and kindness.
A person who has Ubumuntu is someone who has great-
ness of heart.

Greatness of heart — three simple words that when
put together convey one of the most beautiful expres-
sions of language I have ever heard to describe a per-
son’s character and what we should strive to be like in
our everyday lives.

I think of that word every day as I reflect on what it
means to be human — to be good, to be generous and
to be kind. That message is one I hope that we can all
get behind.

Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “Though we travel the
world over to find the beautiful, we must carry it with
us, or we find it not.”

I’ll continue to try to carry Ubumuntu with me at
home and on my travels.

Jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

Letters to the Editor

Doesn’t appreciate the comments

I generally enjoy the
paper, but I’ve noticed
recently a change in the
police notebook. I don’t
find it necessary to add the
sophomoric comments to
the incidents.

For many years the inci-
dents spoke well for them-
selves. I’ve enclosed a
recent example. Please take
this into consideration.

R.T. JACKSON
rural Bluffton

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: ©« Our website
link (Submit your Letter) ¢ E-Mail: email@news-banner.
com * Fax: (260) 824-0700 « Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton
IN 46714 » Drop-off: 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton. All letters
must be signed and must include a phone number or address
in case verification is desired. Letters are edited for brevity and
clarity. Letters must be no more than 500 words. Please
mark your correspondence as a “Letter to the Editor,” or if you
wish to express an opinion to us but do not want it published,
please mark as “Not for Publication.”

Today in History

By The Associated Press
Today is Tuesday, Oct.
31, the 304th day of 2023.
There are 61 days left in the
year. This is Halloween.
Today’s Highlight in
History: On Oct. 31, 1984,
Indian Prime Minister Indi-
ra Gandhi was assassinated
by two Sikh security guards.
On this date:
In 1941, work was com-
pleted on the Mount Rush-
more National Memorial

in South Dakota, begun in
1927.

In 1961, the body of
Josef Stalin was removed
from Lenin’s Tomb as part
of the Soviet Union’s “de-
Stalinization” drive.

In 1964, Theodore C.
Freeman, 34, became the
first member of NASA’s
astronaut corps to die when
his T-38 jet crashed while
approaching Ellington Air
Force Base in Houston.

— PP HALLOWEEN
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Complacency and neglect weaken
the Navy amid growing threats

“This stadium reminds us of the great battles in
which those who came before you fought to defend
democracy. Belleau Wood. Guadalcanal. Iwo Jima.
Inchon. But what you don’t see here is all the battles
that never occurred, all the wars that never erupted —
because American Sailors and Marines showed up.
They deterred conflict. They kept the watch.”

— Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin,
U.S. Naval Academy commencement, 2023

Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), ranking member of
the Armed Services Committee, wants you to be as
alarmed as he is about this: If deterrence, which failed
regarding Ukraine, fails regarding Taiwan, this might
be because adversaries understand that U.S. leaders
have allowed the nation’s defense industrial base to
become shockingly short of capacities commensurate
with the world’s multiplying threats.

The U.S. Navy — the nation’s principal means
of power projection; the answer to the “tyranny of
distance” in the Indo-Pacific — is Wicker’s foremost
concern. Production of stealthy, lethal attack subma-
rines, which Wicker calls “the crown jewels of U.S.
military power,” should, he says, be doubled. The
Navy has only 49, and Wicker says nearly 40 percent
cannot be deployed because of maintenance delays.
So, crews endure grueling operation tempos. Reten-
tion falls.

Just to fulfill the 2021 AUKUS (Australia, United
Kingdom, United States) commitment without reduc-
ing the U.S. supply of attack submarines, U.S. pro-
duction would have to be 2.3 to 2.5 submarines a year.
Since before the AUKUS agreement, Congress has
been providing funds for two a year, but only 1.2 are
being built.

Today’s total U.S. fleet is not quite 300 ships. The
fleet has generally been under that number for 20
years. A 355-ship fleet, the goal set at the end of the
Obama administration, is a statutory aspiration, but
would be 100 too few. A just-published study by Jerry
Hendrix, a retired Navy captain now with the Saga-
more Institute, notes that although a Biden administra-
tion document endorses 381 ships, the Navy’s ship-
building budget is consistently much too low to meet
proclaimed goals.

A ship’s life is about 30 years. More than half the
Navy’s battle force has been in the water for more
than 20 years. This, Hendrix writes, “drives dramati-
cally increased costs to maintain the fleet in good
repair. Thus, despite increased budgets, maintenance
has crowded out money for new construction.”

Shipbuilding facilities sufficient to fulfill the aspi-

rations do not exist and cannot be quickly
created. China, Wicker says, has more pro-

ductive capacity in one shipyard than exists F

in all U.S. shipyards combined. Such is the .

U.S. maintenance backlog, one attack sub-

marine was idled for five years. Another, .

after a 2021 accident in the South China

Sea, probably will not be operational until ‘ '

2026.

Writing in the Wall Street Journal, Wick-
er and former senator Phil Gramm (Tex.)
note: “Like David’s smooth stone that slew
Goliath, two Ukrainian Neptune missiles
sank the flagship of the Russian navy in the
Black Sea. With 400 U.S. Harpoon missiles, costing
only 0.3 percent of its GDP, Taiwan could imperil any
Chinese warship in the Taiwan Strait.” But munitions
inventories are radically inadequate to sustain high-
intensity warfighting.

The U.S. military is experiencing the worst recruit-
ing shortfall in 50 years. Wicker thinks this is related
to “the injection of hyperpolitical culture into our
fighting forces.” Imagine what the Chinese military
thinks when a Navy secretary says climate change
is as important a challenge as recruiting. (The Navy
missed this year’s recruiting goal by 7,000 sailors.)
The word “climate” appeared 63 times in the Biden
administration’s 48-page 2022 National Security
Strategy. The military’s alarming material deficits are
perhaps matched by intellectual ones.

President Xi Jinping has reportedly directed
China’s military to be able to attack, blockade or oth-
erwise subdue Taiwan by 2027. Unless the defense
industrial base is urgently enlarged, America’s mili-
tary will be, as some policy experts have observed,
like a great football team that can play only through
the first quarter. Hence, Wicker’s conclusion: “We are
in our most dangerous security moment since World
War I11.”

Winston Churchill wrote that early in 1942, “the
foundation of all our hopes and schemes was the
immense shipbuilding programme of the United
States.” “Immense” is no longer applicable. The ubig-
uity of wars throughout history, and the menacing
nature of this moment, strongly suggest that we are
living in what historians will describe as yet another
span of “interwar years.” History will not kindly judge
national leaders who, while complacently producing
$2 trillion annual budget deficits, were parsimonious
regarding the preparations for war that are necessary,
if not always sufficient, for preventing war.

georgewill@washpost.com.

George
Will

Anti-Israel demonstrators hate the West

The cataract of anti-Israel
sentiment on college cam-
puses has been shocking, but
it shouldn’t be surprising.

It is the poisoned fruit of
teaching a generation of col-
lege students to despise their
own civilization.

Jesse Jackson famously
led a chant at Stanford Uni-
versity in 1987, “Hey, hey,
ho, ho, Western Civ has got
to go.” He was talking about
the college course, but he
might as well have been talk-

Rich

It is, on one level,
incorrect to consider Israel
exclusively an artifact of
the West. The Jews are
indigenous to the region
going back to Abraham,
with their story caught up
in the story of the land.

A large proportion of the
current population traces
its origins from the Middle
East and North Africa,
LOny rather than Europe.

But there is no doubt
that Israel is a Western

Gaza for its terror and hates Israel
for its self-defense; loves Gaza for
its vicious anti-Western sponsors and
hates Israel for its Western allies,
especially the United States.

If this seems perverse, it’s what
you’d expect of students and young
people who have absorbed the prem-
ises of Michel Foucault, Howard
Zinn, Edward Said and their imita-
tors. Even if students have never
heard of them, these men and their
thought suffuse higher education.

But what about the violence? How
can these kids look past it, or implic-

ing about the thing itself.

Jackson and his allies had extraor-
dinary success in extinguishing the
teaching of Western Civ. Not only
have we largely stopped transmitting
the story of our own civilization, we
have substituted an alternative narra-
tive that the West is reducible to rac-
ism, imperialism and colonialism.

It is in this context that the current
outburst of anti-Zionism has to be
understood. Yes, it has been fed by
anti-Israel agitation on campus over
the decades and yes, students are sus-
ceptible to witless radicalism in the
best of circumstances. Yet the loathing
of Israel is particularly intense because
it is viewed as an outpost of Western
civilization and all its alleged ills.

The hatred of Israel is tainted by
and, in some cases, driven by anti-
Semitism. Another way to look at it,
though, is that it’s not so much about
hatred of the “the other,” as progres-
sives put it, as hatred of ourselves and
all our works.

society — in its political system, in
its respects for rights, in its innovative
economy, in its mores. Someone sit-
ting in a coffee shop in Tel Aviv could
easily think they were in any thriving
coastal society in the West.

From any rational perspective,
this would be something to celebrate.
Many legitimate criticisms can be
made of Israel, and indeed are a fea-
ture of the Israeli domestic debate
itself, but there’s no doubt that it is a
flourishing society.

If Gaza were equally Westernized,
it would be worrying about whether
it’s overbuilding seaside real estate
rather than having to get water and
electricity from the neighboring
country its governing authority — a
savage terror group — is trying to
destroy.

Yet this is the society that anti-
Western opinion holds up and wants
to sweep all before it. This point of
view loves Gaza for its failure and
hates Israel for its success; loves

itly endorse it?

Violence is part of the radical anti-
Western vision. The anti-colonial
bible, “The Wretched of the Earth,”
written by Frantz Fanon in 1961,
is widely taught on campus. Fanon
sketched out a woke worldview
before anyone used that term, argu-
ing that, as a New Yorker essay put it,
“the Western bourgeoisie was ‘fun-
damentally racist’ and its ‘bourgeois
ideology’ of equality and dignity was
merely a cover for capitalist-imperial-
ist rapacity.”

Fanon wrote that “decolonization
is always a violent phenomenon,” and
in a preface to the book, the French
philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre declared
that the wretched of the earth
“become men” through “mad fury.”

By this standard, Hamas is a good
and worthy anti-colonial organization,
and there’s no wonder it has found
supporters and useful idiots among
the West’s self-loathing radicals.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry
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Editor’s Note: This story was submitted
for publication in the Women of Wells mag-
azine. The publication, inserted in today’s
edition, is full of local stories about inspira-
tional Wells County women. The magazine
is available online and will be distributed
throughout the county.

In my 86 years of life I have had many
women of Wells County that have guided
my path on this earth.

First off I was born in Wells County and
was the granddaughter of Almissa Michael
McBride who lived her 98 years on the
other side of the county line in Allen Coun-
ty. She was without a mother when she was
a teenager and helped raise her baby sister
who later became the mother of Bluffton
Mayor John Waid.

My grandmother, before I was born,
owned the McBride Farm deeded to her
from her husband Dr. J.L.. McBride when he
passed away. The farm has now been in the
family for over 150 years and is located a
half mile south of Zanesville.

When I was little, my Grandmother Alm-
issa sewed all our clothes so I learned the
trade that I would use the rest of my life

was once
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from her. I started sewing for people when I
was 12 years old and continued with regular
sewing, wedding dresses, men’s suits, and
upholstered furniture and automobiles.

Of course, my greatest inspiration in my
life was my mother Mary. She knew how to
do everything and taught us well. She mar-
ried my dad in 1931 and moved to Wells
County on that farm. We were taught how
to wash clothes, work on the farm, cook and
help with those amazing noodles and yeast
rolls. We cleaned chickens and gathered
eggs and learned how to be a great mother.
It was from her that we also learned com-
passion for others that had less than we did.

We were lucky to go to a small school
and my first teacher, and maybe yours too,
was Bernice Martin. She taught me to love
school work and especially books.

When I went on to high school at East
Union, Hannah Rutenberg was my Home
Ec teacher. I was assigned to be her student
assistant to take care of the money and such
for the cafeteria. Because of that, she would
take me with her on shopping trips and we
ate at many restaurants that I never dreamed
of.

In later years, when our son Doug was
a student, I relied on him being taken
care of in the cafeteria by the women
who worked there and the oversight
of Hannah. She was to follow Doug
right on to Norwell where she also

watched over him as he controlled his
diabetes.

Back to my senior year. A new
English teacher came to Union. She
also was a woman of Wells County
as was Hannah. She enticed me to

start writing. She had looked over
some essays and book reports that
I had done in other years and she
saw the potential.

My first publication was an
article on our German exchange
student that I wrote and she sent
to the Indianapolis Star. Her name
was Edwina Patton and she was
loved by all. She left Union Cen-
ter to become a professor at Hun-

tington College where she had
my daughter Robin as a student.

She remained a family friend all

her life. I still see her red marks

The exercise recipe for maximum longevity
Also: Figuring out fatigue

Question: What kind of
exercise program is most
effective for maintaining
heart health and resisting
cancer? Weights? Running?
Walking? Yoga? — Charles
P., Birmingham, Alabama

Answer: Folks are always
looking for the one magic
exercise to conquer their
health worries. But there
isn’t one way to achieve
heart health and protect
yourself  from  cancer.
As the RealAge exercise
program I launched in 1999
demonstrated, it takes a
blend: 10,000 steps a day,
20 minutes of vigorous
exercise three times a week,
two sessions of strength
training weekly, plus 40
jumps a day creates a
younger, healthier, disease-
free future.

Now 24 years later, a
study in JAMA Internal
Medicine confirms that.
An international team of

your mood, sexual function

Mehmet Oz, M.D. and Mike Roizen, M.D.

apnea and  insomnia),

researchers has found that
to lower the risk of death
from all-causes, including
cardiovascular disease and
cancer, at least some amount
of moderate and vigorous
aerobic physical activity,
and muscle-strengthening
activity, is needed.

The researchers looked
at 10 years’ data on more
than half a million folks
and discovered that doing
more than 150 minutes
of vigorous aerobics and
two or more muscle-
strengthening sessions
weekly was the best way
to dodge death from any
cause.

To avoid heart disease
the most effective routine
was more than 150 to
225 minutes of moderate
aerobics, more than zero
to 75 minutes of vigorous
aerobics, and two or more

sessions  of  strength-
training  weekly.  The
best anti-cancer routine:

more than 300 minutes of
moderate aerobics, zero
to 75 minutes of vigorous
aerobics and two or more
strength-training sessions a
week.

The combination of
increased respiratory health
and improved circulation
with better muscle strength
reduces visceral fat and
tamps down inflammation,
as it protects your heart
health and reduces the risk
of cancer. It also improves

and cognition.

If you have chronic
health issues check with
your doctor about creating
a workout routine. If
you are free of those
conditions, here is your
chance to make sure you
stay that way. Check out
the exercise routines at
LongevityPlaybook.com to
get started.

kok ok

Question: I'm tired all
the time but don’t seem to
have any specific illness.
What could be going on?
— Glenda R., Des Moines,
lowa

Answer:  Fatigue ——
defined as tiredness,
weakness, lack of energy,
and/or inability to
concentrate — is a major
problem for many adults.
A recent study in Frontiers
of Public Health says that
more than 20 percent of you
contend with general fatigue
and 10 percent with chronic
fatigue (fatigue lasting
more than six months). And
for some folks, it is even
more of a problem: Fully 42
percent of folks whose job
is in health care or they’re
a pilot, shift worker, have
extra long hours, or are
interacting with the public
in stressful situations, are
contending with chronic
fatigue.

So what could be the
source of your general
fatigue? The top candidates
are sleep disorders (sleep

depression  or  anxiety,
thyroid problems, iron-
deficiency anemia, a poor
diet, dehydration and
medications. I suggest you
drink a couple extra glasses
of water three times a day.
If the fatigue persists, talk
to your doctor about finding
the cause and the solution.
You may need to have your
sleep evaluated, talk with a
therapist, and have a blood
test to check for thyroid
issues and anemia.

Chronic  fatigue may
signal other significant
health issues. Heart disease,
cancer, diabetes, kidney
disease, multiple sclerosis,
and rheumatoid arthritis
may cause prolonged
weariness (so can chronic
dehydration). Chronic
fatigue syndrome, now
called chronic myalgic
encephalomyelitis or CME,
and chronic infections like
Lyme disease and long
COVID-19 may also be the
sources of the problem.

I suggest you write out all
your symptoms and when
you experience them. Keep
a water and food diary
and correlate it with your
symptoms. Then see your
doctor to start the diagnostic
journey — it may take
some sleuthing, but it is
worth the effort. Regaining
your strength and becoming
more physically active and
socially interactive is vital
for happiness, brain health
and longevity.

on my paper!

Through her teaching and her living in
Bluffton I met Mary Webber. She was a
friend of Edwina and was instrumental in
getting Robin her first managing job at the
Huntington Richards Restaurant.

Through Mary, I met Zoe Malcolm. She
lived in an upstairs apartment next to the
Bluffton Clinic and was the wife of a chi-
ropractor.

Mary Weber told Zoe I was a good
upholsterer so she called me and wanted
me to upholster her fine velvet love seat
and a couple chairs. Only there were stipu-
lations. I had to do them in her apartment.
I had to tell her that I had a 3 year old son
that I never left with a babysitter. He would
have to come along. She readily agreed that
she would take care of him while I worked
on her prized furniture! Jimmy loved Mrs.
Malcolm and she entertained him for about
three days with lots of treats and toys.

The other women of Bluffton were
amazed. They could not envision Mrs. Mal-
colm taking care of a child let alone having
me distrupt her life with a sewing machine
and a mess that upholstering makes in a
house. From her I learned to never listen to
some people’s opions of other people and to
become friends and make your own.

At this time I was making the move
to Zanesville after being a Wells County
woman for the first 22 years of my life, liv-
ing in Markle/Huntington County for two
years and then buying a home in Markle/
Wells County for the next 13 years. I have
now lived in Zanesville/Allen County for
the last 50 years.

In the 13 years that I spent in Markle/
Wells I met another woman who inspired
me and remains a good friend to this day.
Barbara Caley Girvin was my neighbor in
Skyline Addition and a very good nurse to
have in your life. She helped in the delivery
room for a few of my kids and was an over
all Wells County Woman to others.

Across the street was Alfreda Mossburg,
who we looked to for advice. When I had a
grouchy neighbor who complained of the
kids ruining my grass she told me to reply
this. “I will raise grass after I raise my chil-
dren.”

In Markle I became a closer friend to
Eulala Martin McClean. We worked togeth-

er on alumni and spent some family vaca-
tions with her and Bob. She was raised
in Wells County and lived there until she
moved to Markle. She taught many children
in her lifetime.

When we moved to Zanesville I became
a closer friend than ever to Rosemary Smuts
Kumfer who had the same love for history
and Zanesville as I did. We knew we had
to do things to keep Zanesville alive and
worked many hours on festivals and the
1976 History Book. Rosemary was the post-
master in town for many years and was a
friend to all. She was born in Allen County
but, after her marriage to Bob, she moved to
Wells County and now resides at the Ossian
Health Care.

I cannot leave out my Wells County
friend in Bluffton whom I met when Kenny
and I joined Ouabache Friends at the park.
Myra Myrtle gathered others interested in
saving the history of the CCC Camp at Oua-
bache Park near Bluffton. She wanted to do
this for her father and I also was interested
in saving history there because the CCC
and the WPA built the pond on our family
farm south of Zanesville. Myra and a small
group, along with her husband, were able to
raise money for the CCC statue you now see
in the park and also the Friends Group has
made many improvements that we enjoy to
this day. Myra is a true Woman of Wells.

So many of my friends and neighbors of
both Wells and Allen County have inspired
me to keep on keeping on. All the women
that I have known have been an inspiration
to their families through the years and their
legacies will be remembered for generations
to come.

I was also acquainted with two sisters
who have lived east of Zanesville on the
Wells County side of the County Line. They
were teachers in both Allen and Wells Coun-
ty. Ann Ferguson was a teacher at Lafayette
Central when my kids were her students.
Her sister Millie taught in the Wells County
schools. They recently sold their home and
moved to Bluffton. Both were wonderful
teachers.

I worked with Ann many years and we
instigated the history bus tour for the ele-
mentary students that most will never for-
get. My thanks to Ann for adding to our love
of history!

A special program will
be presented on Sunday,
Nov. 5, at 2 p.m. at the
Wells County Historical
Museum’s Annex as the
newly renovated Military
Exhibit is unveiled and
dedicated.

The program will
honor all Veterans. Many
of the military exhibits
have been relocated from
the second floor of the

exhibits.

Military display dedication at Historical Museum

museum to the Annex to
allow for easier viewing
for Veterans. Museum vol-
unteers have been work-
ing over the past several
weeks to install new pan-
eling in the Annex and the

To help honor the Vet-
erans and dedicate the new
exhibit, Dr. Gene Bell,
First Reformed Church;
Bluffton Mayor John

Whicker and members
of American Legion Post
111 will participate in the
program. Noted Civil War
speaker Sam Thor will be
the main speaker and Civil
War period music will be
performed by Rich McCo-
nnell and others.

The event is free and
open to the public. Visitor
parking is located on the
street and at nearby lots.
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Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency!
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

~/7TTI\\\BUSINESSES

MAGICAL VACATION PLANNER

Specializing in:
« Theme Parks
« Cruise Lines
o All Inclusive

Resorts

3 LIN'S LOCK &
% KEY, INC.

Commercial - Business
Home - Indastrial

Electronic Locks - Keypads
Safes « Handicap openers
Camera Surveillance

1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton
Lin Harrold, CML * (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632
CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Complimentary concierge services for a
your travel planning needs.

s.hiday(@magicalvacationplanner.com 260-417-7656

llof Stephame Hlday
Travel Specialist

PABMIER!

e
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edicare Supplements

260 701=-2975
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championship. (Photos provided)

Bluffton’s Tyler Godwin (No. 63) races during the state meet Saturday afternoon at the LaVern Gibson Cross Country
Course at Indiana State University. The senior was the first Tiger to make it to the state level since 2000, placing 168th. His
accomplishments in his career include three ACAC individual and team titles, two semi-state appearances, and a sectional

Seager stars to lead Rangers over
D-backs in World Series Game 3

By DAVID BRANDT

AP Baseball Writer
PHOENIX (AP) — Corey Seager
launched a two-run homer and made
a slick defensive play in the eighth
inning to start a

Chapman worked out of the jam —
striking out Corbin Carroll before Sea-
ger started a clutch double play, sliding
on his knees to field a hot smash from
Ketel Marte before flipping to Marcus
Semien at second,

crucial double
play, Max Scher-
zer combined with
four relievers for a
gem on the mound
and the Texas
Rangers beat the
Arizona Diamond-
backs 3-1 to take
a 2-1 lead in the
World Series on
Monday night.
Texas over-

who threw to first.

“Just trying to
make the play,”
Seager said. “I
think Marcus did
a better job than
me with the turn
and the transfer.
Props to him,
props to Chapman
for making a good
pitch and we got
out of the inning.”

After Garcia

came injuries to
Scherzer and slug-
ger Adolis Garcia in improving to 9-0
on the road this postseason, this time
in front of more than 48,000 fans at
Chase Field.

“We’re just coming ready to play
every night, no matter where we are,”
Seager said. “That’s what the focus is.”

The 29-year-old Seager — in the
second year of a $325 million contract
— once again showed he was worth
every penny on the game’s biggest
stage.

The shortstop smoked a two-run
homer into the right-field seats as part
of a three-run third after Diamond-
backs starter Brandon Pfaadt left a
first-pitch changeup high in the zone.
The ball left Seager’s bat at 114.5 mph,
which was the hardest-hit Fall Classic
homer in the Statcast era, dating back
to 2015.

Garcia cut down Christian Walker
at the plate with a stellar throw from
right field in the second, stifling some
early Arizona momentum. Garcia exit-
ed in the eighth with tightness on his
left side after appearing to get hurt on
a swing.

Scherzer threw three solid innings
before leaving with back tightness, and
Jon Gray, Josh Sborz, Aroldis Chap-
man and José Leclerc combined to
keep Arizona’s offense quiet most of
the evening.

Game 4 in the best-of-seven Series
is Tuesday at Chase Field.

The D-backs rallied in the eighth
when pinch-hitter Emmanuel Rivera
led off with a double against Chap-
man. Geraldo Perdomo followed with
an RBI single, making it 3-1. But then

Nikola Vucevic helps the
Bulls rally past the Pacers

threw out Walker,
the Rangers used a three-run third to
take the early advantage. Semien’s
two-out single into left center made it
1-0 and then Seager smashed his no-
doubt homer deep into the right-field
seats. It was Semien’s first RBI in 10
games.

Texas is 9-0 this postseason when
scoring first.

It was Seager’s fifth homer this
postseason. The shortstop also was one
of the heroes of Game 1 in this Fall
Classic, belting a tying homer in the
ninth that helped rally the Rangers to
a 6-5 victory in 11 innings on Garcia’s
homer.

The 25-year-old Pfaadt had been
a revelation in the postseason with a
2.70 ERA through four October starts,
despite a 5.72 ERA during the regu-
lar season. He wasn’t quite as good
on Monday — giving up three runs
on four hits and two walks over 5 1/3
innings, striking out four.

The teams combined for no errors
over the first two games of the series
and the Rangers produced more defen-
sive highlights that helped them take
control of Game 3.

Walker led off the second with a
double and Tommy Pham followed
with a single, but Walker was thrown
out at home. D-backs third-base coach
Tony Perezchica put up a stop sign,
but Walker either didn’t see it or didn’t
care, never hesitating as he rounded
third.

Garcia — a Gold Glove finalist
who has one of the best arms in the big
leagues — threw a 94.6 mph rocket to
the plate to cut down Walker.

Two batters later, Alek Thomas hit a
grounder that deflected off Scherzer’s
right elbow toward the third-base line.
Josh Jung was there to bare hand the
ball and fling a strong throw across the
diamond to beat the speedy Thomas.

Scherzer gave up no runs on two hits
and two walks while striking out one.

YOUNG AND CLEAN(UP)

Texas’ Evan Carter became the
fourth-youngest player to hit cleanup
in a World Series game at 21 years, 62
days. The rookie hit third in the first
two games, but manager Bruce Bochy
said he flipped Carter and Garcia in the
lineup on Monday to break up the left-
handed bats.

The three youngest were Miguel
Cabrera (2003), Ty Cobb (1907) and
Juan Soto (2019), who were all 20.

BEEN A WHILE

This was the first World Series
game played at Chase Field since Nov.
4,2001, when the Diamondbacks beat
the Yankees 3-2 in Game 7 after Luis
Gonzalez’s walk-off hit against Maria-
no Rivera clinched the series.

The D-backs lost Monday for the
first time in the World Series at Chase
Field. They were 4-0 at home during
the 2001 series, which is the only other
time they’ve been to the sport’s biggest
showcase.

BIG SWING

There have been 62 previous
instances in World Series history when
the series was tied at 1-1 after Game 2.

The Game 3 winner went on to win
41 of 62 of those Fall Classics.

UP NEXT

The Diamondbacks will piece
together Game 4 on the mound with
multiple relievers. Manager Torey
Lovullo showed his Southern Cali-
fornia roots by mentioning a former
Los Angeles Dodgers star when asked
about his team’s pitching plans.

“Don Drysdale is not going to fall
out of the sky,” Lovullo said. “It’s
definitely going to be somebody in our
bullpen that’s going to start the day
tomorrow.”

Drysdale teamed with fellow Hall
of Famer Sandy Koufax in the pitching
rotation to help the Dodgers win the
World Series in 1959, 1963 and 1965.

The Rangers also aren’t sure about
their pitching plans for Tuesday. Bochy
said before Monday’s game that right-
hander Jon Gray was an option, but he
threw in relief after Scherzer came out
of the game.

-

By PHILLIP B. WILSON
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS (AP)
— Nikola Vucevic scored
nine of his 24 points in the
fourth quarter, and the Chi-
cago Bulls rallied past the
Indiana Pacers 112-105 on
Monday night.

The Bulls trailed by five
entering the fourth, but
surged down the stretch
as Vucevic delivered three
key layups. The first two
tied the game and the third
gave Chicago a one-point
lead. DeMar DeRozan put
the Bulls ahead to stay on
a layup that made it 101-99
with 3:46 remaining.

“The last five minutes,
we played downhill,” Bulls

coach Billy Donovan said.
“We played down to the
basket, at the basket. ...
We’re not trying to win by
shooting jump shots.”

Zach LaVine had 23
points and DeRozan scored
20 for the Bulls, who have
split four games to start the
season. The pair shot a com-
bined 12 of 36 from field.

“If we can get everybody
involved and play downbhill,
there’s plenty to go around
for everybody to eat,” Don-
ovan said.

Chicago went 26 of 31 at
the line, where Indiana went
21 of 25.

The Pacers, who had
opened with a pair of victo-
ries, were their own worst

enemy in settling for long-
range shots. They made 12 of
46 3-pointers (26.1percent).

“Look, our guys played
hard too, we just didn’t play
well,” Pacers coach Rick
Carlisle said. “The quality
of our 3s could have been
better.”

Myles Turner led the
Pacers with 20 points.
Tyrese Haliburton had 19
points and 13 assists, and
Bennedict Mathurin and
Bruce Brown each scored
15 points.

Haliburton’s driving layup
in the final seconds gave Indi-
ana a 55-53 lead at halftime.

“This was a big boys
game, physical,” Carlisle
said. “We’ve got to learn

from it.”

Two nights after scor-
ing a career-high 51 points
at Detroit, LaVine strug-
gled early. The All-Star
made two of seven shots
but hit five free throws for
10 points in the first half.
DeRozan missed six of
seven shots in a four-point
half.

UP NEXT

Bulls: At Dallas on
Wednesday.

Pacers: At Boston on
Wednesday.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!

www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner

NES8 features four
Knights on the
football award list

The Northeast 8 Conference released sections for its indi-
vidual award-winners on Monday.

Norwell had four players represented on the list.

On offense, Cohen Bailey (wide receiver) and Ayden Bil-
liard (offensive guard) received second-team recognition.

On defense, Trace Moser was an honorable mention as
safety.

On special teams, Austin De Leon was first-team as a
kicker.

The Knights finished tied for fifth with Columbia City
and DeKalb in the NE8 with a 3-4 record. The wins came
against the Eagles, along with Huntington North and Bell-
mont.

The conference also ended in a three-way tie for first
with Leo, East Noble, and New Haven with a 6-1 record.

High School Calendar

TUESDAY, OCT 31

No events scheduled

WEDNESDAY, NOV 1

No events scheduled

THURSDAY, NOV 2

No events scheduled

FRIDAY, NOV 3

FOOTBALL: (sectional championship) Eastern at Bluffton, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, NOV 4

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Warsaw, 7:30 p.m.

MONDAY, NOV 6

No events scheduled

TUESDAY, NOV 7

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Northrop, 7:30 p.m.;
Southern Wells at Union City, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, NOV 8

No events scheduled

THURSDAY, NOV 9

No events scheduled

FRIDAY, NOV 10

No events scheduled

SATURDAY, NOV 11

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Northridge at Norwell, 2:30 p.m.;
Eastbrook at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING: Norwell girls Invitational, 9 a.m.

Guardians interview
Brewers manager
Craig Counsell for job

By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — Craig Counsell’s place in Cleve-
land baseball history is as World Series villain.

He could become something more appealing.

Counsell, who has led the Milwau-
kee Brewers to the playoffs five times
in the past six seasons, met Monday
with the Guardians about their mana-
gerial opening, a person familiar with
the discussions told The Associated
Press.

The 53-year-old Counsell spent
most of the day at Progressive Field
for his interview with the Guardians,
said the person who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because the team is
not making its search public.

Counsell’s contract with Milwaukee
is set to expire this week, but the Brewers are allowing him
to look elsewhere while also hoping they can re-sign the
coveted manager. The New York Mets are also reportedly
interested in Counsell and have far more money to offer him
than either the small-market Brewers or Guardians.

Brewers principal owner Mark Attanasio has said on
multiple occasions the team wants Counsell back in 2024.

Counsell has an interesting connection to Cleveland. As
a light-hitting infielder with Florida, he hit a tying sacrifice
fly in the bottom of the ninth inning in Game 7 of the 1997
World Series as the Marlins rallied to beat Cleveland and
win a title.

Counsell also scored the winning run in the 11th inning
on Edgar Renteria’s single off Cleveland’s Charles Nagy.

Counsell played 16 seasons in the majors.

Cleveland is searching for a manager for the first time
since 2012 after Terry Francona, the winningest skipper in
club history, stepped down after this season.

The Guardians have interviewed several candidates to
replace Francona. Mariners bullpen coach Stephen Vogt
was in Cleveland last week for his second interview with
the club and is considered one of the leading candidates.

Milwaukee went 92-70 this season and won the NL Cen-
tral title before getting swept by the Arizona Diamondbacks
in the Wild Card Series.

Counsell took over as Milwaukee’s manager during the
2015 season after Ron Roenicke was fired. The Brewers
had made a total of four playoff appearances before Coun-
sell took over.

The longest-tenured manager in the National League,
Counsell is 707-625 with the Brewers, giving him the club
record for wins and games managed.

Mahomes earns AP
choice at the best QB

By ROB MAADDI
AP Pro Football Writer

Even after one of the worst games of his NFL career, Pat-
rick Mahomes stands alone at the top.

The two-time NFL. MVP and Super Bowl MVP again
was the unanimous choice by The Associated Press for No.
1 quarterback at the midpoint of the season.

A panel of nine AP Pro Football Writers ranked the top
five players at QB, making their selections based on cur-
rent status through Week 8. First-place votes were worth 10
points. Second through fifth-place votes were worth 5, 3, 2
and 1 points.

Mahomes also received all nine first-place votes in the
preseason poll.

Tua Tagovailoa, Josh Allen, Lamar Jackson and Jalen
Hurts each received second-place votes. Ten quarterbacks
got votes, including Joe Burrow, Jared Goff, Kirk Cousins,
Trevor Lawrence and Brock Purdy.

Mahomes, who has led the Kansas City Chiefs to five
straight AFC championship games, posted the second-low-
est passer rating of his career in a 24-9 loss at Denver on
Sunday. Battling flu-like symptoms, Mahomes was 24 of 38
for 241 yards and two interceptions for a 59.2 rating.

Craig Counsell
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News-Banner Scoreboard

FOOTBALL
NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
WL T Pct PF PA
Miami 6 2 0 .750 271204
Buffalo 53 0 .625222136
N.Y.Jets 4 3 0 .571 126129
New England2 6 0 .250 118 208
South
WL T Pct PF PA
Jacksonville6 2 0 .750 193 156
Houston 3 4 0 .429 148128
Tennessee 3 4 0 .429 132140
Indianapolis3 5 0 .375 205229
North
WL T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 6 2 0 .750 202121
Cincinnati 4 3 0 .571 131144
Cleveland 4 3 0 .571 154139
Pittsburgh 4 3 0 .571 113147
West
WL T Pct PF PA
Kansas City6 2 0 .750 187 129
LasVegas 3 5 0 .375 126187
Denver 35 0 .375172226
L.A. Chargers4 4 0 .500 174 168
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
WL T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia7 1 0 .875 224172
Dallas 52 0 .714 197120
Washington 3 5 0 .375 171228
N.Y.Giants 2 6 0 .250 95187
South
WL T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 4 4 0 .500 138161
New Orleans4 4 0 .500 171 154
TampaBay 3 4 0 .429 121128
Carolina 1 6 0 .143 127199
North
WL T Pct PF PA
Detroit 6 2 0 .750 200 165
Minnesota 4 4 0 .500 175162
GreenBay 2 5 0 .286 140156
Chicago 2 6 0 .250 171208
West
WL T Pct PF PA
Seattle 52 0 .714 168138
San Francisco53 0 .625 218 140
LA.Rams 3 5 0 .375175184
Arizona 17 0 .125151213

Thursday’s Games

Buffalo 24, Tampa Bay 18

Sunday’s Games
Carolina 15, Houston 13
Dallas 43, L.A. Rams 20
Jacksonville 20, Pittsburgh 10
Miami 31, New England 17
Minnesota 24, Green Bay 10
N.Y. Jets 13, N.Y. Giants 10, OT
New Orleans 38, Indianapolis 27
Philadelphia 38, Washington 31
Tennessee 28, Atlanta 23
Seattle 24, Cleveland 20
Baltimore 31, Arizona 24
Cincinnati 31, San Francisco 17
Denver 24, Kansas City 9
L.A. Chargers 30, Chicaago 20

Monday’s Games

Detroit 26, Las Vegas 14
Thursday, Nov. 2

Tennessee at Pittsburgh, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 5
Miami vs Kansas City at Frankfurt,
DEU, 9:30 a.m.
Arizona at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Chicago at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Houston, 1 p.m.
Washington at New England, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Carolina, 4:05 p.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia, 4:25 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Las Vegas, 4:25 p.m.
Buffalo at Cincinnati, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Denver, Jacksonville, Detroit,
San Francisco
Monday, Nov. 6
L.A. Chargers at N.Y. Jets, 8:15
m.

p.

BASKETBALL

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
L Pct GB
Boston 3 0 1.000 —
Philadelphia 2 1 .667 1
Brooklyn 1 2 333 2
New York 1 2 333 2
Toronto 1 3 250 2%
Southeast Division
Pct GB
Orlando 2 0 1.000 —
Atlanta 2 2 500 1
Charlotte 1 2 333 1%
Washington 1 2 333 1%
Miami 1 3 .250 2
Central Division
W L Pct GB
Indiana 2 1 .667 -
Milwaukee 2 1 667 —
Detroit 2 2 500 Y2
Chicago 2 2 .500 Ya
Cleveland 1 2 333 1
WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division
W L Pct GB

Dallas 3 0 1.000
New Orleans 2 1 .667 1
San Antonio 1 2 333 2
Memphis 0 4 .000 3%
Houston 0 3 .000 3

Northwest Division
L Pct GB
Denver 3 0 1.000 —
Oklahoma City 3 1 .750 Ya
Utah 1 2 333 2
Minnesota 1 2 333 2
Portland 1 3 250 2%
Pacific Division

Pct GB
Golden State 3 1 .750 —
Phoenix 2 1 667 Y
Sacramento 2 1 .667 Yo
LA. Clippers 2 1 .667 Y
L.A. Lakers 1 2 333 1%

Sunday’s Games
Denver 128, Oklahoma City 95
Atlanta 127, Milwaukee 110
Golden State 106, Houston 95

Philadelphia 126, Portland 98
L.A. Clippers 123, San Antonio 83
Sacramento 132, L.A. Lakers 127, OT
Monday’s Games
Boston 126, Washington 107
Brooklyn 133, Charlotte 121
Chicago 112, Indiana 105
Portland 99, Toronto 91
Atlanta 127, Minnesota 113
Golden State 130, New Orleans 102
Dallas 125, Memphis 110
Milwaukee 122, Miami 114
Oklahoma City 124, Detroit 112
Utah at Denver, late
Orlando at L.A. Lakers, late
Tuesday’s Games
New York at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Phoenix, 10 p.m.
Orlando at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Milwaukee at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Portland at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Brooklyn at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Indiana at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
New Orleans at Oklahoma City, 7:30
p.m.
Washington at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Charlotte at Houston, 8 p.m.
Denver at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Chicago at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Memphis at Utah, 9 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.
Sacramento at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Toronto at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Detroit at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Orlando at Utah, 9 p.m.
San Antonio at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

WORLD SERIES

(Best-of-7)

(All Games on Fox)

Texas 2, Arizona 1

Friday, Oct. 27: Texas 6, Arizona 5,
11 innings

Saturday, Oct. 28: Arizona 9, Texas 1

Monday, Oct. 30: Texas 3, Arizona 1

Tuesday, Oct. 31: Texas at Arizona,
8:03 p.m.

x-Wednesday, Nov. 1: Texas at Ari-
zona, 8:03 p.m.

x-Friday, Nov. 3: Arizona at Texas,

:03 p.m.

x-Saturday, Nov. 4: Arizona at Texas,

8:03 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Boston 9 8 117 29 14
Detroit 10 6 3 11340 3
Toronto 852 11129 24
Montreal 852 112 27
TampaBay 9 4 2 3 11 32 28

Florida 84 3 1 922 23
Ottawa 84 4 0 832 2
Buffalo 945 0 827 27
Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
N.Y.Rangers9 7 2 0 14 28 18
Carolina 10 6 4 0 12 37 37
NewJersey 8 5 2 1 11 33 30
N.Y.Islanders8 4 2 2 10 21 23
Washington 8 4 3 1 9 19 26
Philadelphia 9 4 4 1 9 30 28
Columbus 9 3 4 2 825 34
Pittsburgh 9 3 6 0 6 26 29

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Colorado 8 6 2 01228 20
Dallas 751 1112 20
Winnipeg 9 4 3 21029 31
Nashvile 8 4 4 0 8 23 21
Minnesota 9 3 4 2 8 32 38
St. Louis 733 1714 2
Arizona 73 4 0 621 21
Chicago 83 5 0 619 25

Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Vegas 98 0 11735 20
Vancouver 8 5 2 1 11 31 19
LosAngeles 8 4 2 2 10 35 30
Anaheim 9 5 4 010 29 27
Seattle 10 3 5 2 824 34
Edmonton 8 2 5 1 522 32
Calgary 926 1 519 34
SanJose 9 0 8 1 1 9 35

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point
for overtime loss. Top three teams in
each division and two wild cards per con-
ference advance to playoffs.

Sunday’s Games

Buffalo 4, Colorado 0

New Jersey 4, Minnesota 3

Washington 3, San Jose 1

Edmonton 5, Calgary 2

Monday’s Games

Carolina 3, Philadelphia 2

Seattle 4, Tampa Bay 3, OT

Boston 3, Florida 2, OT

Anaheim 4, Pittsburgh 3

N.Y. Rangers 3, Winnipeg 2, OT

Detroit 4, N.Y. Islanders 3, OT

Dallas 5, Columbus 3

Chicago at Arizona, late

Montreal at Vegas, late

Tuesday’s Games

Los Angeles at Toronto, 8 p.m.

Nashville at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games

Buffalo at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.

Dallas at Calgary, 8:30 p.m.

St. Louis at Colorado, 9:30 p.m.

Arizona at Anaheim, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games

Carolina at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.

Florida at Detroit, 7 p.m.

Los Angeles at Ottawa, 7 p.m.

N.Y. Islanders at Washington, 7 p.m.

Tampa Bay at Columbus, 7 p.m.

Toronto at Boston, 7:30 p.m.

New Jersey at Minnesota, 8 p.m.

Dallas at Edmonton, 9 p.m.

Montreal at Arizona, 10 p.m.

Nashville at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Winnipeg at Vegas, 10 p.m.

Harbaugh says he’d ‘love to’ talk Michigan's
sign-stealing investigation, but can't just yet

By LARRY LAGE
AP Sports Writers

ANN ARBOR, Mich.
(AP) — Jim Harbaugh usu-
ally shares his thoughts free-
ly, and often in unique ways.

Amid an NCAA inves-
tigation into a sign-stealing
scheme under his watch at
Michigan, his approach has
changed.

“Stuff we just can’t talk
about,” Harbaugh said Mon-
day while the second-ranked
Wolverines prepared to play
Purdue. “I"d love to.”

Harbaugh, though, did
address a report the school
rescinded a contract offer
for him in the wake of a
scandal that has rocked col-
lege football’s winningest
program.

“lI wouldn’t say that’s
accurate,” Harbaugh said.

What is true is that con-
tract talks between Michi-
gan and Harbaugh have lin-
gered for many months.

Unresolved NCAA issues
from a previous investiga-
tion, tied to improper con-
tact with recruits, delayed
Michigan finalizing a new
deal for Harbaugh, a person
familiar with the situation
told The Associated Press
last July. The person spoke
on condition of anonymity
because they weren’t autho-
rized to discuss contract
talks.

The latest NCAA inquiry
was triggered by an outside
firm’s investigation, which
turned up videos of and doc-
umented plans and budgets
for impermissible scouting
of opponents. The Washing-
ton Post reported the firm
obtained computer drives
maintained and accessed by
multiple Michigan coaches.

Harbaugh has denied any
knowledge or involvement
in impermissible scouting of
opponents and said no one
has given him a timetable

for the probe.

The firm presented evi-
dence to the NCAA and
suggested Connor Stalions,
a low-level staffer who has
been suspended by Michi-
gan, was not the only person
on staff aware of the scheme,
according to the report. A sec-
ond person with knowledge
of the situation confirmed to
the AP that a firm provided
the NCAA with evidence,
including photographs, vid-
eos and documents, that initi-
ated the association’s investi-
gation.

That person told AP on
Thursday the NCAA has
not shared any evidence
from the scouting case with
Michigan officials or school
attorneys.

It was unclear who hired
the firm to investigate Mich-
igan.

“Cooperate with the
investigation and watch how
it plays out,” he said. “The

speculation part, too much
of a one-track mind on
coaching the team to be able
to engage in every specula-
tion that seems to be any
and everywhere.”

The Wolverines (8-0, 5-0
Big Ten) have won consecu-
tive conference champion-
ships and reached the play-
off semifinals each of the
last two seasons and host
the rebuilding Boilermakers
(2-6, 1-4) on Saturday night.

The NCAA does not
directly ban the steal-
ing of signs, but there are
rules against using elec-
tronic equipment to record
an opponent’s signals and
in-person, advanced scout-
ing of future opponents in
season. There are also rules
against unsportsmanlike
or unethical activities by
coaches, and head coaches
are generally considered to
be responsible for violations
that occur under them.

The Colts are looking for answers after
their 3-game losing streak capped October

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — October
began with so much promise for the
Indianapolis Colts.

Two straight wins put them atop the
AFC South, running back Jonathan
Taylor was about to be activated from
injured reserve, rookie quarterback
Anthony Richardson cleared the con-
cussion protocol, and four of their next
five games were at home.

Then, reality hit.

They endured the annual nightmare
loss at Jacksonville, Richardson suf-
fered a season-ending shoulder injury,
and now a three-game skid has them
searching for a way out of the divi-
sion’s cellar.

“Everybody talks about tough-
ness,” quarterback Gardner Minshew
said after Sunday’s 38-27 loss to New
Orleans. “When your body hurts, when
your heart hurts, who’s tough? I think
we’re about to figure that out, but I feel
good about the guys we’ve got.”

What’s gone wrong over these last
five games? What hasn’t?

Since replacing Richardson, Min-
shew has thrown five interceptions,
lost four fumbles, been sacked nine
times and is 0-3.

Taylor, the 2021 rushing champ,
ended an ugly contract dispute by
signing a three-year extension on Oct.
7, but had only one second-half carry
Sunday after rushing for 87 yards in
the first quarter.

And one week after top receiver
Michael Pittman Jr. publicly lobbied
for a larger role in the offense, he
caught eight passes for 40 yards and
blamed his bad route for Minshew’s
lone turnover Sunday.

Defensively, the Colts (3-5) have
allowed 37, 39 and 38 points over the

last three weeks.

“We know we’re better than that,”
two-time Pro Bowl defensive tackle
DeForest Buckner said. “We have
proved we’re better than that. There
is nothing special (to do). There are
things we prepare for and in those
moments, we are just dropping the
ball.”

The obvious solution to ending this
midseason slump would be leaning
more heavily on a ball-control game
plan that would help reduce the num-
ber of turnovers, sacks and opponents’
scoring chances.

And while the doubters think it’s
an impossible task after eight games,
Minshew believes the Colts can turn
the corner in time to make November a
month to remember.

“It stings, it stings a lot when you
lose three games, especially the way
it’s been going,” defensive lineman
Tyquan Lewis said Monday. “It does
hurt, but there’s always like a new
week, a new opportunity. I think mov-
ing forward you don’t have much of a
choice but to win now.”

WHAT’S WORKING

The short passing game. Quicker
throws helped alleviate some of the
pressure on Minshew and appeared to
solve the turnover problem. Minshew
had one giveaway Sunday after posting
four in each of the two previous weeks.

WHAT NEEDS HELP

The secondary. There’s a steep
learning curve for young NFL defen-
sive backs, and when injuries hit, the
challenge becomes even greater. Only
seven teams are allowing more than
Indy’s 247.3 yards passing per game.
And while Indy’s pass rush has been
effective, its secondary has not.

STOCK UP
WR Josh Downs. The rookie seems

to be taking on a bigger role each
week. He had seven catches for 72
yards against the Saints and is now
second on the team in receptions (40)
behind only Pittman (50). No other
Colts player has more than 17 catches
this season.
STOCK DOWN

CB Tony Brown. He has been pri-
marily a special teams player for the
Colts but made his first start of the sea-
son Sunday. It didn’t go well. He gave
up a 58-yard TD pass and the 51-yard
pass that essentially sealed Indy’s fate.
He also drew a face mask penalty that
helped set up the Saints’ final TD.

INJURIES

Steichen didn’t announce any inju-
ries after the game, though Minshew
(left ankle) and LB Zaire Franklin
(right knee) got dinged up. The big-
ger question may be whether Indy gets
anyone back from a list that includes
CB JuJu Brents (quad), RT Braden
Smith (hip and wrist), DT Eric John-
son II (ankle) and TE Kylen Granson
(concussion protocol).

KEY NUMBERS

6.8 — Taylor and Zack Moss have
given Indy one of the league’s top
rushing tandems since Taylor returned
to action. They did it again Sunday,
combining for 23 carries, 161 yards
and one TD as the Colts averaged 6.8
yards per carry.

NEXT STEPS

The Colts’ next contest, against
Carolina (1-6) and former coach Frank
Reich, certainly provides hope for a
turnaround. After all, they’re facing a
rookie quarterback, No. 1 overall pick
Bryce Young, and one of the league’s
worst scoring offenses (18.8 points).
It’s also an opportunity for the league’s
worst-scoring defense (28.8 points) to
show it can do better.
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SW Jr./Sr. High School announces 1st quarter honor

7th Grade
High Honor Roll
Steven Bannister, Mack Frauhiger,
Rylen Gates, Camryn Hamilton, Adelyn
Heim, Gabriella Hoffacker, Gwyneth How-
ell, Logan Leas, Lyla Lyons, Amelia Pen-
rod, Grace Rockwell, Grace Rogers and
Timothy Smith.
Honor Roll
Aubrie Beavans, Alaina Edmonds, Kyan
Johnson, Rylan Leas, Lyric McQueary,
Olivia Newman, Lucille Palmer, Kylie
Peterson, Adelynn Robles, Annalyse Roe,
Ella Schwartz and Logan Tarr.
8th Grade
High Honor Roll
Kameron Hawkins, Olivia Kahn, Sarah
McFarren, Laren Schneider, Drew Steffen
and Abriella Zigler.
Honor Roll
Adam Aulbach, Kaleb Boots, Ellie
DeWeese, Harlie Durham, Madison Gro-
ver, Jacob Hahn, Sophie Heckman, Mary

Huffman, Bailey Jenkins, Drew Lahr, Vio-
let McClain, Addison Miller, Marianne
Pease, Evelyn Peterson, Milee Rickard,
Cadence Watkins, Caylee Williams and
Kendal Zavattaro.
9th Grade
High Honor Roll

Kinley Allred, Joshua Aulbach, Cash
Banter, Rhilyn Bouvier, Kaylea Coffel,
Dirk Frauhiger, Gavin Howell, Carson
Liddy, Sophia Meeks, Lillia Paxson, Delin-
da Schortgen and Kila Shelley.

Honor Roll

Kyah Boots, Jayda Brown, Andi Jane
Bryant, Sylvie Gilbert, Miranda Holloway,
Landon Johnson, Samantha Kahn, McK-
enna King, Savannah McEvoy, Aubree
Meyer, Chanie Mounsey, Gunner Murray,
Reagan Needler, Elisabeth Penrod, Cata-
lina Ramirez, Lilly Roe and Jenna Shimp.

10th Grade
High Honor Roll
Jadyn Bannister, Peyton Bertsch, Peyton

Ellis, Keith Gartin, Lilly Gartin, Addison
Gaskill, Jazlyn Gillum, Lucas Goodrich,
Ronan Jump, Gracie Reeves, Adeline
Sabinske, Emily Steffen and Braden Yenc-
er.
Honor Roll

Sydney Alstoft, Kolbie Beavans, Creed
Beiswanger, Laura Benbow, Korbin Eltz-
roth, Chloe Enochs, Lexie Fiechter, Jarin
Frauhiger, Kaitlyn Gardner, Miles Garrett,
Shaylinn Geesaman, Leeland Goodnight,
Wyatt Harker, Lucy Hayes, Kane Jenkins,
Gage Lowe, Lillian Mahorney, Isabella
Maul, Miley Michael, Anthony Mills,
Hayden Morgan, Emma Parks, Lillian
Pence, Taylor Rogers, Trey Slusher, Dalton
Stephan, MacKenzie Taylor and Emmigen
Walden.

11th Grade
High Honor Roll

Ava Adkins, Alyssa Green, Nickolas
Lee, Hana McClain, Bradon Reed, Collena
Reeves and Derek Rockwell.

Honor Roll

Matthew Aulbach, Aidan Carney, Col-
ten Clark, Quinten Darling, Avery Gaskill,
Maya Ison, Owen King, Breanna Leidig,
Bailee Moore, Ashlie Needler, Alaina Nus-
baumer, Kenzie Paxson, Matthew Pearson,
Dominic Ramirez, Cory Reber, Caroline
Ripperger, Haidee Stetzel and Tucker Wor-
ster.

12th Grade
High Honor Roll

Caleb Johnson, Kammy Miller, Keith

Pluimer, Rylie Wilson and Tristen Worster.
Honor Roll

Seth Alstoft, Case Boxell, Isabella Brad-
ley, Brittany Costello, Perrin Gates, Erik
Habegger, Jaxon Heath, Brayden Jackson,
Brandon Kirtley, Ella Lahr, Cambri Leas,
Peyton Long, Tessa Maul, Gabe McEI-
haney, Andrew Pearson, Evan Pennington,
Emma Peterson, Kaiden Schmidt, Madalyn
Scott, Audrey Sweeden, Yazmine Tucker,
Karlee Warner and Delaney Zigler.

Biden administration moving toward narrower student loan relief

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The Biden administration is
moving toward a narrower
student loan relief plan that
would target specific groups
of borrowers — those with
soaring interest, for exam-
ple — rather than a sweep-
ing plan like the one the
Supreme Court rejected in
June.

The Education Depart-
ment on Monday released
a draft of new federal rules
paving the way for a sec-
ond attempt at student loan
relief. The proposal targets
groups that are seen as espe-
cially vulnerable, focusing
on those who owe so much,
or make so little income,
that they otherwise may
never repay their loans.

Though full details are
likely months away, the
department says it wants to
cancel some or all student
debt for: borrowers whose
balances exceed what they
originally owed; those who
have loans that entered
repayment 25 or more years
ago; those who used loans
to attend career-training
programs that led to "unrea-
sonable" debt loads or insuf-
ficient earnings; those who
are eligible for other loan
forgiveness programs but

—
.-

did not apply.

A fifth group is also
being discussed — "those
who are experiencing finan-
cial hardship that the current
student loan system does
not currently adequately
address."

"President Biden and
I are committed to help-
ing borrowers who've been
failed by our country's bro-
ken and unaffordable stu-
dent loan system," Educa-
tion Secretary Miguel Car-
dona said in a statement.
"We are fighting to ensure
that student debt does not
stand in the way of oppor-
tunity or prevent borrowers
from realizing the benefits
of their higher education."

President Joe Biden's
initial plan was broader. It
would have canceled up to
$20,000 in federal student
loans for those with annual
incomes below $125,000
or couples below $250,000.
But after that was rejected
by the court's conservative
majority, he called on the
Education Department to try
again using a different legal
basis.

The new proposal aims to
tackle issues that are seen as
some of the biggest culprits
behind skyrocketing debt.
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It would help coun-
ter interest that snowballs
beyond borrowers' origi-
nal balances. It would offer
relief to borrowers who
attended for-profit college
programs with poor out-
comes. It would also help
older borrowers who took
out loans decades ago and
struggle to make payments.

The department says it
will continue to refine the
proposal as it goes through
a federal rulemaking pro-
cess. The public will be able
to provide written feedback
next year.

The draft proposal would
give the department author-
ity to wipe away federal stu-
dent loans entirely for bor-
rowers in some categories.

For those who started
repaying loans more than 25
years ago, the proposal says
that "the secretary may waive
the outstanding balance of a
loan" — amounting to total
cancellation. It's the same for
borrowers who are eligible
for other cancellation pro-
grams but haven't applied.

Loans used to attend
low-value college programs
would also be wiped away.
Borrowers would fall into
that category if they attend-
ed a program that fails new

l'\l

standards outlined in a sepa-
rate federal rule known as
gainful employment.

For those with snowball-
ing interest, the proposal
would reset their loans back
to the original balance,
effectively canceling unpaid
interest.

Even a more limited
plan for relief is sure to
draw fierce opposition from
Republicans, who see can-
cellation as an unfair burden
on taxpayers.

The latest attempt rests
on the Higher Education Act
of 1965, a wide-reaching
law that gives the education
secretary power to "com-
promise, waive or release"
certain debts. But the law is
unclear on how the secretary
can wield that authority, cre-
ating a legal gray area that
has been the subject of debate
since Biden took office.

The proposal aims to
settle the dispute by creating
new federal rules detailing
cases that merit cancella-
tion. Before the rules can
be enacted, they must be
weighed by a committee of
government outsiders in a
process known as negotiated
rulemaking. The new draft
will be taken up when the
committee meets next week.
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The committee is made
up of negotiators who rep-
resent a range of viewpoints
on student loans. It includes
students and officials from
a range of colleges, along
with loan servicers, state
officials and advocates
including the NAACP.

Meetings began ear-
lier this month and are

scheduled to continue into
December.

At the end of the process,
negotiators will vote on a
proposed rule. If they reach
consensus, the department
will move forward with it.
If they don't, the agency will
propose its own plan, which
can be finalized after a pub-
lic comment period.

+ $20 Application fee

Capri Meadows
Apartments

58 Capri Court . Bluffton, IN

1,2&3
Bedroom Accepted
Apartments 'Mon: Tues., Thurs.&

+ Laundry Facilities in Building
« 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

Call Today!

260-824-4626

TDD 800-326-9193 #776

(@B

ppllcatlons

Frit1 Oam-4pm "~
(Closed Wednesday)

nnnnnnnnnnn

You
Safe Travels for
the Holidays!
Have Your Car
Serviced.

ASE Certified Master Technicians
Check Out the Rebates We Have on 0il Changes!

Over 20 Major Brands of Tires « Since 1963

BLUFFTON TIRE INC.

1308 S. MAIN ST, BLUFFTON + 824-0418

=

hi“li‘g‘-You Safem

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00; Sat. 7:30-12 Noon
WWW.BLUFFTONTIRE.COM
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ATTRESS + FURNITURE STORE

915 N. Main St., Ste. D - Bluffton

260.353.1099 - themandfstore.com



AGRICULTURE/FARMING

Almanac forecast:
‘Get Ready for a
Winter Wonderland’

By AGDAILY

Days are getting shorter,
the air is cooler, and parts
of the country are already
seeing snow. Based on the
2024 Old Farmer’s Alma-
nac, expect these trends to
continue, and “get ready for
a winter wonderland.”

According to the alma-
nac, most parts of the Unit-
ed States that typically see
snow should be prepared
for totals at or above aver-
age. While the moisture
will likely be welcome, and
for those who enjoy win-
ter sports, holiday spirits,
and fires, it will also prob-
ably bring shoveling, show-
blowing, poor road condi-
tions, and unbearable tem-
peratures.

Just how much

snow are we talking?

2024 Old Farmer’s
Almanac predicts snow-
fall above normal across
most snow-prone areas
(except for the Pacific
Northwest).

If you’re in the North-
east and Midwest, snow will
arrive beginning in Novem-
ber, with storms, show-
ers, and flurries continuing
through the start of spring.

Along with above-nor-
mal snow, the Almanac
predicts normal to colder-
than-normal temperatures in
areas that typically receive
SNOW.

Only snowy New Eng-
land and the Atlantic Cor-
ridor will enjoy winter tem-
peratures milder than typical
for their regions.

Wetter-than-usual
weather is coming to the
southern portions of the
Deep South, Texas, and
California, with potentially
drought-quenching rain.
As the winter map shows,
much of the U.S. coastline,
from New England down
to Florida across the Gulf
Coast to the Pacific South-
west, will experience mild
to cool temperatures.

In the Pacific Northwest,
a relatively dry and cold
season is predicted. While
storm clouds will typically
deliver rain, snow is pos-
sible for late December and
mid-January.

As for Canada, be pre-
pared for snow — and lots
of it — in most parts of the
country.

So, why this
winter forecast?
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THE OLD FARMER'S ALMANAC WEATHER MAP FOR WINTER 2023-24
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Image provided by 2024 Old Farmer’s Almanac.

We are approaching the
middle of Solar Cycle 25,
which is increasing in inten-
sity and already as strong as
Solar Cycle 24, which pos-
sibly had the lowest solar
activity in about 200 years.
Such low activity has his-
torically meant cooler-than-
average temperatures across
Earth, but this connection
has become weaker since
the last century.

The expected El Nifio has
emerged and should gradu-
ally strengthen into the win-

ter. El Nifio is a natural cli-
mate phenomenon marked
by warmer-than-average sea
surface temperatures in the
Pacific Ocean.

Typically, El Nifio condi-
tions result in wetter-than-
average conditions from
southern California to along
the Gulf Coast and drier-
than-average conditions in
the Pacific Northwest. We
also expect a warm Atlan-
tic Multidecadal Oscillation
and cool Pacific Decadal
Oscillation. Also important

USDA's organic rules include more stringent care practices

By AGDAILY

Organic overhauls have
been a long time coming.
Among the Strengthening
Organic Enforcement rule
released earlier this year,
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture has previewed
today’s Organic Livestock
and Poultry Standards final
rule, with a heavy focus on
organic producers using bet-
ter nutrition and medical
practices to minimize pain,
stress and suffering in their
animals.

The new rule hopes to
establish “clear, strong,
and consistent standards
for organic livestock and
poultry production,” while
providing greater consumer
transparency.

The flagship requirement
says that organic producers
treat animals with all neces-
sary treatments, even if they
lose out on their organic
status. Currently, organic
farming is based on the prin-
ciples that an animal that is
allowed to exhibit natural
behavior and feeds with the
hope that this will lead to
better coping with infec-
tions. While there isn’t spe-
cific data referenced in the
USDA’s changes, it seems
clear that the new steps
are being taken because
of shortfalls in the current
organic approach to animal

By AGDAILY

Around the world, agri-
food leaders believe the
industry can work together
to create a better, more sus-
tainable food system. That’s
one of the key findings of
the Alltech Sustainabil-
ity Insights Survey, which
asked industry leaders to
share their perspectives on
the issues that matter most
to the agri-food value chain.

The survey — conducted
by Alltech in collaboration
with independent, Ireland-
based research agency
Opinions — collected
insights through 26 one-on-
one interviews with industry
leaders, as well as a compre-
hensive survey completed
by more than 2,500 mem-
bers of the global agri-food
industry.

This effort presented
an exciting opportunity to
quantify attitudes and per-
ceptions about sustainability
from stakeholders across the
agri-food value chain and
to identify tangible actions
to build a more sustainable
future.

“Our goal was to listen
to the voices of our indus-
try and develop a robust,
future-facing program of
insights support that is rel-
evant, ambitious, and genu-
inely impactful,” says Tara
McCarthy, Alltech’s global
vice president of environ-

welfare.

Despite a strong public
perception of what organic
labels mean, a number of
myths surround organic
production. And, the USDA
found through 40,000 public
comments a need to more
clearly outline and enforce
standards for animal welfare
practices in organic produc-
tion.

There are six primary
areas in which the OLPS
aims to provide greater uni-
formity and promote animal
well-being for livestock and
poultry:

Preventative health care
practices: Producers must
maintain preventive health
care practices that include
sufficient nutrition and com-
prehensive parasite preven-
tion plans. Animals must
be treated with allowed
medicines to minimize pain,
stress, and suffering. All
necessary treatment must
be administered, even if the
animal loses its organic sta-
tus.

Physical alterations and
euthanasia: Physical altera-
tions are permitted only for
identification purposes or
the safety of the animals,
and certain alterations are
prohibited altogether. Alter-
ations must be performed at
a young age for the species
in a manner to minimize

ment, social, and corporate
governance.

The survey questions
were focused on five areas:
challenges and opportuni-
ties, drivers and priorities,
attitudes toward change,
support and guidance, and
who the respondents believe
is going to pay for sustain-
ability.

“We are an industry that
has remained resilient and
provides a robust and effi-
cient food system. To be
seen as sustainable food
leaders, we need to adopt a
holistic approach and con-
tinue to evolve the narra-
tive,” said Tara McCarthy,
Alltech’s global vice presi-
dent of ESG. “While every-
one across the value chain
has a role to play, food pro-
ducers are clearly front and
center. The proactive role of
the industry and policymak-
ers in this conversation is
absolutely vital.”

Given the evolving
understanding of sustain-
ability and the complex-
ity of the industry, Alltech
believes there is significant
value in exploring and shar-
ing perspectives with agri-
food stakeholders.

“This an opportunity to
reframe the future,” McCar-
thy said. “Armed with this
data, we will be able to bring
solutions to help our indus-
try to adapt and partner.”

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!

the animal’s pain and stress.
Humane ecuthanasia may
only be used if treatment is
not an option.

Transport, handling, and
slaughter: Operations must
describe how organic man-
agement and animal welfare
will be maintained for trans-
port that exceeds eight
hours. Animals must be fit
for transport. The mode of
transport must be season-
ally appropriate to protect
livestock from cold or heat.
Operations must adhere
to USDA humane slaugh-
ter standards.

Poultry stocking densi-
ties: The rule sets specific
requirements for indoor and
outdoor stocking densities
to align with advisory board
recommendations, third-par-
ty animal welfare standards,
and public comments from
organic stakeholders.

Indoor and outdoor
living conditions: Shel-
ters must have sufficient
space for livestock to lie
down, stand up, turn around,
fully stretch their limbs or
wings, and express natural
behaviors, such as root-
ing in pigs and scratch-
ing in chickens. Bedding
areas must be sufficiently
large and comfortable to
keep livestock hygienic (for
the species), dry, and free of
lesions.

More on the
survey findings

Among the top findings,
85 percent of respondents
within the industry believe
that the system can rise to
the challenge. However, the
conflict in Ukraine and the
COVID-19 pandemic have
illustrated how vulnerable
food systems are and the
need for food security.

Despite a belief in
change, 80 percent of sur-
vey respondents also indi-
cated that farmers are not
being fairly rewarded finan-
cially for their role. Another
two out of three respondents
indicated that things will not
change unless farmers are
financially incentivized.

However, nearly 75 per-
cent of producers indicated
that they were willing to
change their business prac-
tices to become more sus-
tainable, even though over
half of producers indicating
that they were being unfair-
ly targeted when it comes to
sustainability (particularly
those in ruminant produc-
tion industries).

Nearly 90 percent of
respondents agreed that
technology and innovation
are the key to a more sus-
tainable food system.

Most survey respondents
agreed that food systems are
vulnerable, climate change
will make production more

Outdoor space require-
ments: OLPS sets mini-
mum outdoor space
requirements for organic
poultry and requires ready
access to the outdoors.
Outdoor areas must be at
least 75 percent soil and
include vegetation to the
degree possible.

In partnership with
USDA -accredited certifiers,
USDA’s National Organic
Program will oversee the
implementation of and
enforce compliance with
these new, more consistent
standards to support the
growth of the organic mar-
ket.

“USDA is creating a
fairer, more competitive,
and transparent food sys-
tem. This organic poul-
try and livestock stan-
dard establishes clear and
strong standards that will
increase the consistency of
animal welfare practices
in organic production and
in how these practices are
enforced,” said Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack.
“Competitive markets help
deliver greater value to all
producers, regardless of
size.”

The final rule will be
published in the Federal
Register. A preview of the
rule is available on the AMS
website.

Agri-food leaders optimistic about a sustainable food system

difficult in the future, and
global food security is
becoming a more significant
issue.

Overall, respondents
were optimistic that the
global food system can rise
to the challenge.

are the equatorial strato-
spheric winds involved in
the Quasi-Biennial Oscilla-
tion.

Under certain combina-
tions of meteorological con-
ditions, the polar vortex can
be displaced from the North
Pole, which could open the
door for cold blasts to hit
southern Canada and the
central and eastern United
States during this upcoming
winter.

Where can you get a
copy of the 2024 Old Farm-

 next spring’s
perfect Iawn

ers’ Alamanc?

The 2024 Old Farmers’
Almanac, with its yellow
and green cover, is now
available in bookstores and
retail stores and on Ama-
zon and Almanac.com. Not
just for farmers, the Old
Farmers’ Almanac reaches
a broader audience with
husbandry tips, days to

cut your hair or mow your
lawn (that you won’t see
for a while), and how to
quit bad habits, brew beer,
and grow basil.
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Your First Service

| sta rts now.

Let the experts at TruGreen® provide a tailored plan
that can help your lawn look its very best year-round,

all sales tax, Purchase of annual 5wy

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-866-903-0096
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PROTECT

WHAT MATTERS MOST

Whether you are home
or away, protect what
matters most from
unexpected power
outages with a Generac
Home Standby Generator.

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

7-Year Extended
Warranty*
-
~ AS735Value! |

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE

NEXT POWER OUTAGE
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EQUIPMENT
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Sales - Parts - Service
« HUNTINGTON
« WABASH
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Prompt Delivery ..
To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils «

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol

OIL & GAS,

Pure 1-K Kerosene - Super Diesel Fuel - Oils
o Competitive Prices!

NATIONAL

INC.

Do you have a
service or product
for area farmers?
Call 824-0224
or622-4108
and find out
how affordable our
AG SERVICES
DIRECTORY
can be!

260-824-2220

409 North Main Street Bluffton Indiana 46714

www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner
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MasterCard

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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Difficulty: %%

NOTICE

MARIE WAS LAST seen Oc-
tober 27 between SR 124 E
and 450 E. She is 7 Ibs., 5
years old, grey and beige.
260-458-7371.

EMPLOYMENT

ATTE NTI (o ] N] -4

JAMES 5. JACKSON COMPANY

JACKSON

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

JOIN THE BEST- HIRING
SKILLED CARPENTERS
With our continued growth,
we're looking for highly
skilled carpenters with at
least 4-5 years experience in
commercial or residential
construction. Experience
with rough & finish carpentry,
framing or concrete forming
required. James S. Jackson
has a great team of profes-
sionals, is well established,
provides benefits and is look-
ing for career-minded team
members right now. Highly
competitive pay, paid time
off, health insurance and
matching 401k are all part of
the package. Please send
resume or request an appli-
cation at
hireme@jjacksonco.com
www.jjacksonco.com

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

% Alip & Save
&y

GIGANTIC GARAGE SALE
(Last sale until March 2024),
Forgotten Children Worldwide,
650 N. Main St., Bluffton, Nov.
2 & 3, 9 am.-5 p.m., Nov. 4
(sack sale) 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Gen-
tly used lightweight & winter
coats (adult & children), Christ-
mas decor & trees, patio ta-
bles, antique chest of drawers,
dishwasher, tools, much more.

HELOISE HINT: Use all the
media platforms you have to
get out the word about your
garage sale. You can also take
out an ad in a local newspaper,
post a notice about it online or
write a blog. Make sure to let
all your neighbors and friends
know about it. Notify churches
that you want to donate any
leftover items, too. Write to
Heloise, P.O. Box 795001, San
Antonio, TX 78279-5001.

Place a three day, garage sale,
line classified ad and receive
a free garage sale kit!

10/31

Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Court Security Su-
pervisor. This position over-
sees the coordination of the
day-to-day operations for the
protection and security of the
Wells County Courthouse.
Must have college level cours-
es or work experience in su-
pervision or management, and
at least five (5) years of experi-
ence in law enforcement or
corrections, including experi-
ence with security measures
and devices. Must have at
least two (2) years of direct su-
pervisory experience. Must
pass background investigation
which may include but is not
limited to employment history
and criminal history check. 20-
year matrix salary range for a
Court Security Supervisor is
$43,682 - $52,774. Years of
service and experience will be
honored for a starting salary
up to five years in the pay ma-
trix. Deadline for Pre-applica-
tion submission is no later than
November 10, 2023. Apply at
www.wellscountysheriff.com
under "Job Opportunities". A
full job description will also be
listed on the website for re-
view.

OTR DRIVERS: TRANSPORT
Oversize loads inc. windmill
components. Opportunity for
contracted lane to California to
Texas and return. Personal-
ized dispatch, great pay with
weekly direct deposit, excel-
lent health, disability, life ins.,
401K, and well-maintained
equipment. Must have a good
Class A CDL record and 3
years in a like profession.
Sycamore Specialized Carri-
ers, 3400 Engle Road, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
(A)

Help Wanted

OWNER/OPERATORS:

TRANSPORT Oversize loads
inc. windmill components. Op-
portunity for contracted lane to
California to Texas and return
if you have a 4-axle unit that is

California legal. Personalized
dispatch, great pay with week-
ly direct deposit, FSC, bobtail
and OCC/ACC insurance
available. Must have a good
Class A CDL record, 3 years in
a like profession, and DOT
certified equipment. Sycamore
Specialized Carriers, Inc.,
3400 Engle Road, Ft. Wayne,
IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
A

LOCAL DRIVER: LOCAL
pickup or delivery and trans-
port in Ft. Wayne area of both
legal and oversized loads. Per-
sonalized dispatch, great pay
with weekly direct deposit, ex-
cellent health, disability, life
ins., 401K, and well-main-
tained equipment. Must have a
good Class A CDL record and
3 years in a like profession.
Sycamore Specialized Carri-
ers, Inc., 3400 Engle Road, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
A

FOR SALE

HELOISE HINT: If you need
to put your pet into a kennel.
Contact your friends and fam-
ily who have boarded pets and
ask for recommendations from
them. Make a list of the ones
you wish to check out. Email
HELOISE@Heloise.com.

Lottery Numbers

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 01-06-21-26-
32

Cashd4Life — 02-25-32-
40-47, Cash Ball: 02

Quick Draw Midday —
02-06-07-14-20-36-37-39-
40-45-48-49-56-63-67-69-
71-74-76-79, BE: 79

Daily Three-Midday —
07-09-04, SB: 05

Daily Three-Evening —
06-00-00, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday —
08-02-06-01, SB: 05

Daily Four-Evening —
03-02-03-00, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening
— 01-03-05-08-13-19-26-
29-32-39-40-48-51-61-64-
65-69-76-77-79, BE: 03

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $42 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Tuesday): $159 million

POWERBALL

19-22-34-66-69; Power-

ball: 05; Power Play: 3X

Z

)

Pu

blic

BIDDING CLOSING NOVEM-
BER 5 STARTING AT 4 PM
EST - Randy Rossman,
owner and multiple consign-
ors. Online only consignment
auction. 1,000+ lots! Featuring
furniture, household items, col-
lectibles, antiques, tools, guns,
& much more! Auction preview:
Nov. 2, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm St.,
Decatur. Pick up times: Nov. 6,
1-6 p.m. & Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-noon,
3 pick up locations in Decatur.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.

NOVEMBER 5-NOVEMBER
12 - (Online Only) - Kipfer
Family, seller. New Holland
TL9O diesel tractor, Internation-
al 706 gas tractor, 1984 Case
Model 444 garden tractor,
2008 Miller 250 Bobcat welder
generator, Pilot 24-volt fork
lift charger, Marathon, Shell,
other gasoline plastic signs,
Fenton, Lladro, Carnival, Vase-
line, Royal Dalton, RS Prussia
glassware, antique & modern
furniture. Preview: Nov. 2 from
3 p.m.-6 p.m. and Nov. 9 from
3 p.m.-6 p.m., 6345 W 200 S-1,
Bluffton. Sale manager, Patrick
Carter, The Steffen Group Inc.,
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.

NOVEMBER 27 - 6 p.m. -
Pamela & Rick Myers, own-
ers. Auction conducted at
Wells County 4-H Community
Center, 1240 4-H Park Road,
Bluffton, IN. Land located at
County Rd. 100 N & State Rd.
116, NW corner of Bluffton.
118.91 acres, Sec. 28 & 33,
Lancaster Twp., Wells County.

These farms will be offered
in the following tracts, and/
or combined. Tract 1: 26.18
acres. Tract 2: 92.73 acres.
Auctioneer: Jody Holloway,
260-273-0999, Holloway Auc-
tion Company, Inc., 260-824-
5060, www.HollowayAuction.
DECEMBER 5 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m.
ET. (Online) - Farm: Good-
win Trust. Property location:
2 miles north of Markle, IN at
the intersection of N Marzane
Road and W 800 N. 157.3+/-
total acres, 136.9+/- tillable,
12.2+/- CRP, 8.2+/- non-till-
able. Prime farmland, tillable,
CRP, Wells County, Union
Township. Soil types: Pewamo
silty clay loam, Glynwood clay
& silt loam, Del Rey-Blount silt
loams, Glynwood-Mississin-
ewa clay loam. WAPI: 133.5
corn bu, 40.2 soybeans bu.
Halderman Real Estate & Farm
Management, 800-424-2324,
halderman.com, Rick Johnloz,
260-827-8181.
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(@ BULL’S-EYE!

EARN EXTRA CASH by sell-
ing your "unwanted" items dur-
ing the month of October. A 20
-word, line classified ad for five
days is only $5! For Sale ltems
Only. Excludes Garage Sales.
Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office, 125 N. Johnson
St., 260-824-0224, or place
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

October

SERVICES

Services

MILLER'S U-STOR We have
clean, secure storage units
available. Various sizes.
260-824-4141. Miller U-Stor,
1118 W. Silver, Bluffton, IN.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

Services

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY
Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied,
our attorneys can help get you
approved! No money out of
pockets! Call 1-855-995-4758
0

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. WE
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best
service for your needs. Starting
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers.
Call 1-844-961-0666 (1)

=

. 4

GOODS & SE RVICES

DIRECTORY

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

L.J Mechanical LLC

Commercial and Residential

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs

Showers - Fix Leaks

Licensed and Insured

(<4

Seamless
Sure-Floitn
5" & 6” Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

r'- INDIANA FARM

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan

. BUREAU INSURANCE"

1307 Baker Place e Bluffton, IN

Wickey Construction

Free Estimate on
Metal Roofing
& More

260-273-9776

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of

Nursing Home and In-
TR

H Health . X L g
ome Healthcare W NAELA
As your guide through e

the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW

« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

JC

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models - broken springs & cables

Owner James Fisher o Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

Hu\mﬂ Remodel and Repair
i 1 Locall
~'O 5

[#Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Jim Baker

J&F Wood Workin"g“

Custom Cabinet
New Construction
Remodel &

Custom
Wood

Working of

Any Kind.

.—»

MOVING?
DOWNSIZING
SHORT ON SPAGI-:"

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

South Side

Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

v OFFIcE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market » Bluffton, IN
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LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

» Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances
- Water Included

260824.5280 -

For those 62 + or

ASSISTING IN:
+ FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. *824-0455

AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

A-1 U-Stor
Q Safe & Secure

Self Storage

= 824-1846
+Safety Lighting <Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*\ideo Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com (&
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

G epordes|| Vg Momroe ot came: of
@“ (-L" Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton
Primary 260-223-4276  Free

Contracting, LLC Estimates

Decks ¢ Garages * Pole Barns ¢ Siding * Remodeling

Metal and Shingle Roofing ¢ Storm Damage ¢Trim Wood Working and more!

Owner - Edwin Wickey ~ COMPETITIVE RATES!
We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil! H
AL = Zap Electric, Inc.

R warren Pharmacy 260-824-2927

(260)375-2135 <> Commercial-Industrial-Residential
Nature’s Sunshine Distributor| |24 Hr. Emergency Service

222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035 Charles Miller-Electrican = gREE

Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melindn Daniels, RN 1233 W. Cherry St,, Bluffton Estimates

For as little as

$ 1 PER ISSUE
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Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224
or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is
Tues., Oct. 24!
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Walk on the wary side

Dear Annie: Both my wife and I are
in our 80s, and we like to take walks
together. Recently, we’ve noticed a safe-
ty issue that concerns us. As young chil-
dren, we were always taught to walk fac-
ing traffic (i.e., the left side of the road).
Older people, like us, seem to have
learned this lesson well. But somewhere
along the line, this simple safety tip got
dropped.

What we see today are more and more
young people and their families walking
in the direction of traffic. Please tell your
readers to be safe and walk facing traffic.
— Two Walkers

Dear Two Walkers: Thank you for
your observation. I will pass the tip on
to my readers. And great job walking!
Walking together as a couple is great
for so many reasons. It helps you stay
fit while growing closer to each other by
having relaxed conversations in the open
air.

Dear Readers: The following are
some helpful tips to keep your children
safe, courtesy of Safe Kids Worldwide.

Walking Tips:

1. Cross the street at corners, using
traffic signals and crosswalks. Look left,
right and left again when crossing and
keep looking as you cross.

2. Put electronic devices down, keep
your head up and walk — don’t run —
across the street.

3. Teach children to make eye contact
with drivers before crossing in front of
them.

4. Always walk on sidewalks or paths.
If there are no sidewalks, walk facing
traffic as far to the left as possible. Chil-
dren should walk on direct routes with as
few street crossings as possible.

5. Watch for cars that are turning
or backing up. Teach children to never
dart out into the street or cross between
parked cars.

6. Join kids under age 12 for trick-
or-treating. If kids are mature enough
to be out without supervision, tell them
to trick-or-treat in groups and stick to

‘Dear
Annie

familiar, well-lit -
by Annie Lane

areas.

Costumes for
a Safe Halloween

1. Decorate
costumes and
bags with reflec-
tive tape or stick-
ers and choose
light colors if pos-
sible.

2. Choose face
paint and makeup instead of masks
whenever you can, as masks can obstruct
children’s vision.

3. Have kids carry glow sticks or
flashlights to help them see and be seen
by drivers.

4. When selecting a costume, make
sure it is the right size, so as to prevent
trips and falls.

Drive Especially Safely on Hallow-
een

1. Slow down and be extra alert in
residential neighborhoods. Children are
excited on Halloween and may move in
unpredictable ways.

2. Take extra time to look for kids at
intersections, on medians and on curbs.

3. Enter and exit driveways and alleys
slowly and carefully.

4. Get rid of any distractions in your
car — such as your phone — so you can
concentrate on the road and your sur-
roundings.

5. Turn your headlights on earlier in
the day so you can spot children from
greater distances.

6. Popular trick-or-treating hours are
5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Be especially alert
for kids during those hours.

Quick tip for the pets: Please keep
your cats inside for Halloween and hide
your candy from your dogs. Chocolate
and raisins are poisonous to them.

Wishing everyone a happy and safe
Halloween!

Send your questions for Annie Lane
to dearannie @creators.com.
© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Q: When people obey
Jesus’ command to love
thy neighbor but ignore
everything else He says,
are they spiritually blind?
-S.B.

A: Many do not know
Jesus Christ as their per-
sonal Lord and Savior.
Before Jesus command-
ed to love thy neighbor,
He said, “You shall love
the Lord your God with

ally deaf every day;
many men and women
are more than deaf and
blind, they are dead.
“You were dead in
your trespasses and sins”
(Ephesians 2:1, HCSB).
Millions of people
long for a world of joy,
light, harmony, and peace;
instead, they are engulfed
in a world of pessimism,
darkness, discord, and tur-
moil. They search for hap-
piness, but it eludes them.
Often their despondent
attitude leads to a circle

God communicates with those
who are willing to obey Him

sect God under their own
microscopes. After estab-
lishing their own methods
of analysis they come to no
conclusions; God remains
the great cosmic silence,
unknown and unseeing.
Its ear is too dull to hear
the truth; people’s eyes are
blind.

They do not want to
see. They do not want to
hear. They hurry to their
doom. However, God
does communicate with
those who are willing to
obey Him. He penetrates
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of our neighbors into frogs.”

"EXCUSE ME...SOMEONE'S ABOUT TO LOSE HIS

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION."
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Israel pushes deeper into Gaza and frees Hamas captive

Netanyahu rejects calls for cease-fire

KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza
Strip (AP) — Israeli ground
forces pushed deeper into
Gaza on Monday, advancing
in tanks and other armored
vehicles on the territory's
main city and freeing a sol-
dier held captive by Hamas
militants. The Israeli prime
minister rejected calls for
a cease-fire as airstrikes
landed near hospitals where
thousands of Palestinians
are sheltering beside the
wounded.

The military said a sol-
dier captured during Hamas'
brutal Oct. 7 incursion was
rescued in Gaza — the first
rescue since the weekslong
war began. Military offi-
cials provided few details
but said in a statement that
Pvt. Ori Megidish, 19, was
"doing well" and had met
with her family.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu welcomed her
home, saying the "achieve-
ment" by Israel's security
forces "illustrates our com-
mitment to free all the hos-
tages."

He also rejected calls for
a cease-fire to facilitate the
release of captives or end
the war, which he has said
will be long and difficult.
"Calls for a cease-fire are
calls for Israel to surrender

to Hamas," he told a news
conference. "That will not
happen."

Netanyahu, who faces
mounting anger over Isra-
el's failure to prevent the
worst surprise attack on the
country in a half century,
also said he had no plans to
resign.

Hamas and other militant
groups are believed to be
holding some 240 captives,
including men, women and
children. Netanyahu has
faced mounting pressure to
secure their release even as
Israel acts to crush Hamas
and end its 16-year rule over
the territory.

Hamas, which has
released four hostages, has
said it would let the others
go in return for thousands
of Palestinian prisoners

held by Israel, including
many implicated in deadly
attacks on Israelis. Israel
has dismissed the offer,
and Netanyahu said the
ground invasion "creates
the possibility" of getting
the hostages out, adding
that Hamas will "only do it
under pressure."

Hamas released a short
video Monday purport-
ing to show three other
female captives. One of
the women delivers a brief
statement — likely under
duress — criticizing Isra-
el's response to the hostage
crisis.

It was not clear when the
Hamas video was made.
The Associated Press usu-
ally refrains from reporting
details of hostage videos
because they show individu-
als speaking under duress
and are often used for propa-
ganda purposes.

Amos Aloni, whose
daughter Danielle appeared
in the video, told reporters
that he and his wife were
shocked when she appeared
on TV but also felt "relief
from her being alive and
seeing her."

The military has been
vague about its operations
inside Gaza, including the
location and number of
troops. Israel has declared
a new "phase" in the war
but stopped short of declar-
ing an all-out ground inva-
sion.

Larger ground opera-
tions have been launched
both north and east of
Gaza City. Israel says
many of Hamas' forces
and much of its militant
infrastructure, including
hundreds of miles of tun-
nels, are in Gaza City,
which before the war was
home to over 650,000 peo-
ple, a population compara-
ble to that of Washington,
D.C.

Though Israel ordered
Palestinians to flee the
north, where Gaza City is
located, and move south,
hundreds of thousands
remain, in part because

Israel has also bombarded
targets in so-called safe
zones. Around 117,000
displaced people hoping
to stay safe from strikes
are staying in hospitals in
northern Gaza, alongside
thousands of patients and
staff, according to U.N.
figures.

The U.N. agency for Pal-
estinian refugees, known
as UNRWA, says nearly
672,000 Palestinians are
sheltering in its schools and
other facilities across Gaza,
which have reached four
times their capacity.

UNRWA head Philippe
Lazzarini accused Israel
of "collective punishment"
of the Palestinians, and of
forcing their displacement
from northern Gaza to the
south, where they are still
not safe.

The death toll among
Palestinians passed 8,300,
mostly women and chil-
dren, the Gaza Health Min-
istry said Monday. The fig-
ure is without precedent in
decades of Israeli-Palestin-
ian violence. More than 1.4
million people in Gaza have
fled their homes.

Over 1,400 people have
died on the Israeli side,
mainly civilians killed dur-
ing Hamas' initial attack,
also an unprecedented fig-
ure.

Lazzarini said 64 of the
agency's staff were killed in
the past three weeks — the
latest just two hours before
he addressed an emergen-
cy U.N. Security Council
meeting, when an agency
security official was killed
with his wife and eight chil-
dren.

Most Gazans "feel
trapped in a war they have
nothing to do with" and
"feel the world is equating
all of them to Hamas," he
told the Security Council.

Video circulating on
social media showed an
Israeli tank and bulldozer
in central Gaza blocking the
territory's main north-south
highway.

The video, taken by a
local journalist, shows a
car approaching an earth

Ex-cop who fired into Breonna
Taylor’s apartment in flawed,
fatal raid goes on trial again

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)
— A former Louisville
police officer who fired into
Breonna Taylor’s apartment
the night she was killed
is going on trial in federal
court this week for violating
Taylor’s civil rights during
the botched 2020 raid.

The trial will mark a
second attempt by prosecu-
tors to convict Brett Han-
kison for his actions on the
night Taylor, a 26-year-old
Black woman, was shot to
death by police after they
knocked down the door of
her apartment. Hankison
was acquitted in a state
trial last year.

Jury selection lasted
all day Monday and will
continue Tuesday morn-
ing. Lawyers are working
to select 16 from a pool of
about 50 potential jurors.

Taylor was shot to death
by officers who were exe-
cuting a drug search war-
rant, which was later found
to be flawed. Taylor’s boy-
friend fired a single shot
that hit one of the officers
as they came through the
door, and officers returned
fire, striking Taylor in her
hallway multiple times.
The other 32 bullets fired
in the raid came from
police, investigators deter-
mined.

When gunfire erupted,
Hankison ran to the side of
the apartment and sprayed
bullets through Taylor’s
windows, later saying he
thought he saw a figure with
a rifle. None of the rounds
he fired hit anyone, despite
straying into another apart-
ment where a couple with a
child lived. Officers found
no drugs or long guns in
Taylor’s apartment.

Hankison is one of four
officers who were charged
by the U.S. Department of
Justice last year with violat-
ing Taylor’s civil rights. The
two counts of civil rights
violations against him carry
a maximum penalty of life

in prison if he is convicted.

Taylor’s killing along
with George Floyd’s death
at the hands of Minne-
sota police in 2020 ignit-
ed protests that summer
around the country over
racial injustice and police
brutality. U.S. Attorney
General Merrick Garland
announced the federal
indictments in the Taylor
case in August 2022,
remarking that Taylor
“should be alive today.”

Another former Louis-
ville officer, Kelly Goodlett,
admitted she helped fabri-
cate a portion of the Taylor
warrant that linked Taylor to
alleged drug activity. Good-
lett pleaded guilty to a fed-
eral charge of conspiracy
last year.

Former detective Joshua
Jaynes and former Sgt. Kyle
Meany were also charged
with conspiring to deprive
Taylor of her civil rights.
Jaynes and Meany are set to
be tried together next year.
Goodlett is expected to tes-
tify against them. Hankison
is the only officer of the

four charged by federal offi-
cials who was present at the
March 13,2020, raid.

The night of the raid,
Hankison’s 10 shots didn’t
hit anyone as he fired his
handgun through Taylor’s
glass slider door and bed-
room window, but his bul-
lets flew into neighboring
apartments with people
inside.

He took the witness stand
at his 2022 trial in state
court and said after a fel-
low officer was shot in the
leg, he moved away from
the front door and to the side
of the apartment, where he
began firing.

“I thought I could put
rounds through that bed-
room window and stop the
threat,” Hankison said.

The officer shot in the
leg, Jonathan Mattingly, and
another, Myles Cosgrove,
were at the door when it was
knocked down and fired
the shots that killed Taylor,
prosecutors said. Cosgrove
and Hankison were later
fired by the police depart-
ment. Mattingly retired.
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barrier across the road. The
car stops and turns around.
As it heads away, a tank
appears to open fire, and an
explosion engulfs the car.
The journalist, in another
car, races away in terror,
screaming, "Go back! Go
back!" at an approaching
ambulance and other vehi-
cles.

The Gaza Health Min-
istry later said three people
were killed in the car that
was hit.

Rear Adm. Daniel
Hagari, an Israeli military
spokesman, declined to
comment on where Israeli
forces are deployed. He
said additional infantry and
armored, engineering and
artillery units had entered
Gaza and the operations
would continue to "expand
and intensify."

The military said troops
have killed dozens of mili-
tants who attacked from
inside buildings and tun-
nels. It said that in the last
few days, it had struck
more than 600 militant tar-
gets, including weapons
depots and anti-tank mis-
sile launching positions.
Palestinian militants have
continued firing rock-
ets into Israel, including
toward its commercial hub,
Tel Aviv.

Hamas said its fighters
clashed with Israeli troops
who entered the northwest.
It was not possible to inde-
pendently confirm battle-
field claims made by either
side.

Meanwhile, crowded
hospitals in northern Gaza
came under growing threat.

Gaza's Health Ministry
shared video footage that
appeared to show an explo-
sion and a column of smoke
near the Turkish-Palestinian
Friendship Hospital for can-
cer patients. The hospital
director, Dr. Sobhi Skaik,
said it had sustained damage
in a strike that endangered
patients.

All 10 hospitals operat-
ing in northern Gaza have
received evacuation orders,
the U.N.'s office for the
coordination of humanitar-

ian affairs said. Staff have
refused to leave, saying
evacuation would mean
death for patients on ventila-
tors.

Strikes hit within 50
yards of Al Quds Hospi-
tal after it received two
calls from Israeli authori-
ties on Sunday ordering it
to evacuate, the Palestinian
Red Crescent rescue service
said. Some windows were
blown out, and rooms were
covered in debris. It said
14,000 people are sheltering
there.

Israel says it targets
Hamas fighters and infra-
structure and that the mili-
tants operate among civil-
ians, putting them in danger.

Beyond the fighting, con-
ditions for civilians in Gaza
are continually deteriorat-
ing.

With no central power
for weeks and little fuel,
hospitals are struggling to
keep emergency generators
running to operate incuba-
tors and other life-saving
equipment. UNRWA has
been trying to keep water

pumps and bakeries run-
ning.

On Sunday, the largest
convoy of humanitarian aid
yet — 33 trucks — entered
the territory from Egypt,
and another 26 entered on
Monday. Relief workers say
the amount is still far less
than what is needed for the
population of 2.3 million
people.

The fighting has raised
concerns that the violence
could spread across the
region. Israel and the Leba-
nese militant group Hezbol-
lah have engaged in daily
skirmishes along Israel's
northern border.

In the occupied West
Bank, Israel carried out
airstrikes Monday against
militants clashing with its
forces in the Jenin refugee
camp. Hamas said four of
its fighters were killed there.
As of Sunday, Israeli forces
and settlers have killed 123
Palestinians, including 33
minors, in the West Bank,
half of them during search-
and-arrest operations, the
U.N. said.
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