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Time for boos

Above, Jeff Osborn, president
of Horizon Events, led the
pack of Cub Scouts through
the annual Haunted House,
one day before the attraction
officially opens to the public.
Scouts were thrilled by the cos-
tumes and decor. The Haunted
House and trick-or-treat trail is
a free event open to the public
from 6-10 p.m. on Oct. 27 and
Oct. 28.

At right, a Cub Scout, disguised
as a chicken, told a Horizon
Events board member that he
did a great job.

Below, Steve Higgins (left) sig-
naled for Halloween-clad Cub
Scouts to quiet down and line
up for Horizon Events’ annual
haunted house. (Photos by
Sydney Kent)

Israeli troops briefly raid
northern Gaza to ‘prepare’ for
expected full-scale incursion

By NAJIB JOBAIN,
KAREEM CHEHAYEB
and AMY TEIBEL
Associated Press

RAFAH, Gaza Strip (AP) — Israeli
troops and tanks briefly raided northern
Gaza overnight, the military said Thursday,
engaging with Hamas fighters and targeting
anti-tank weapons in order to “prepare the
battlefield” before an expected ground inva-
sion.

The third Israeli raid since the war began
came after more than two weeks of devas-
tating airstrikes that have left thousands
dead, and more than 1 million displaced
from their homes, in the small, densely-pop-
ulated territory.

Arab leaders made a joint plea Thursday
for a cease-fire to end civilian suffering and
allow humanitarian aid into Gaza, where
Israel has imposed a suffocating siege ever
since Hamas' rampage and hostage-taking
in southern Israel ignited the war. Residents
are running out of food, water and medicine,
and U.N. workers have barely any fuel left
to support relief missions.

The rising death toll in Gaza is unprec-

edented in the decades-long Israeli-Palestin-
ian conflict. The Health Ministry in Hamas-
ruled Gaza said Thursday more than 7,000
Palestinians have died in the fighting, a fig-
ure that could not be independently verified.
Even greater loss of life could come if Israel
launches a ground offensive aimed at crush-
ing Hamas, which has ruled Gaza since
2007 and survived four previous wars with
Israel.

More than 1,400 people in Israel, mostly
civilians, were slain during the initial Hamas
attack, according to the Israeli government.

The damage to Gaza from nearly three
weeks of bombardment showed in satellite
photos of several locations taken before the
war and again in recent days.

Entire rows of residential buildings
simply disappear in the photos, reduced
to smears of dust and rubble. A complex
of 13 high-rises by the sea was pounded
to dust near Gaza City's al-Shati refugee
camp, leaving only a few tottering bits of
facade. Just down the street, hardly anything
remained in what had been a neighbor-
hood of low-built homes on winding lanes,

(Continued on Page 2)

Predator catcher
groups run 10th Bluffton
operation in a year

Groups draw out-of-county suspects to Wells for arrest

By SYDNEY KENT

Bluffton has recently become a popular
site for online “vigilante” groups to facilitate
sting operations for potential child preda-
tors, most of whom are not from the area.
Since September 2022, 10 of these arrests
have taken place.

Predator Catchers Indianapolis, or PCI,
is responsible for nine of the 10 arrests
thus far. An additional group called Bikers
Against Predators, from Goshen, success-
fully completed their first arrest during the
2023 Bluffton Street Fair.

Though it may bring residents peace
of mind to know the city is not suddenly
overrun with people attempting to prey on
children, many citizens have questioned
why these groups are arranging arrests in

Bluffton. So far, five have taken place at
Walmart.

The News-Banner reached out to Wells
County Sheriff Scott Holliday to explain
more about the experience of local law
enforcement with online predator-catcher
groups.

“Their job is to focus on finding people
soliciting children,” Holliday began. “They
are posing as children on these platforms
and trying to catch predators. The conversa-
tion will turn sexual in nature and the group
will try to meet with that person. They do
this live (online). They confront the person
and then call 911.”

According to Holliday, Bluffton police
officers are not warned about the encounters

(Continued on Page 2)

U.S. economic growth reached
4.9 percent rate last quarter as
consumers fought off Fed hikes

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — The nation's
economy expanded at a robust 4.9 percent
annual rate from July through September
as Americans defied higher prices, rising
interest rates and widespread forecasts of a
recession to spend at a brisk pace.

The Commerce Department said the
economy expanded last quarter at the fastest
pace in nearly two years — and more than
twice the 2.1 percent annual rate of the pre-
vious quarter.

Thursday's report on the nation's gross
domestic product — the economy's total
output of goods and services — showed that
consumers drove the acceleration, ramping
up their spending on everything from cars
to restaurant meals. Even though the pain-
ful inflation of the past two years has soured
many people's view of the economy, mil-

lions have remained willing to splurge on
vacations, concert tickets and sports events.

“This is just a very resilient economy that
continues to take hit after hit and keep on,”
said Joseph Brusuelas, chief economist at
RSM, a tax and consulting firm.

Yet the robust growth may prove to be
a high-water mark for the economy before
a steady slowdown begins in the current
October-December quarter and extends into
2024. The breakneck pace is expected to
ease as higher long-term borrowing rates,
on top of the Federal Reserve's short-term
rate hikes, cool spending by businesses and
consumers. Economists have projected that
growth could slow to an annual pace of just
1.5 percent in the final three months of this
year.

One sign of the coming slowdown,
Brusuelas said, was a 3.8 percent drop in

(Continued on Page 2)

Leaving a Legacy
Wells County Women in
Leadership hosted its second-
annual all-day conference
Thursday. The day included
several sessions with break-
out speakers. At left, Julie
Meitzler, assistant superin-
tendent for Bluffton-Harrison
schools, speaks about pur-
suing positive perspectives.
Four Wells County women
also spoke about their experi-
ence balancing work and rest
on a panel. Pictured above,
from the left, is Julie Thomp-
son, Angie Topp, Kylie Tomlin
and Ashley Kumfer. (Photos
by Holly Gaskill)
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Predator catcher groups

(Continued from Page 1)
before they occur.

“They don’t ever call us ahead of
time,” Holliday emphasized. “I think
it would make it worse. A lot of pros-
ecutors won’t prosecute these cases
because they believe it borders on
entrapment.”

Entrapment is a defense used when
an accused person alleges they would
not have committed a crime had an
officer not inspired or persuaded them
to do so.

This was the claim of Joshua
Clark, a former Portland police offi-
cer who was the subject of a sting
and later found guilty by a Hendricks
County jury in July of 2022. Clark
filed an appeal with the Indiana Court
of Appeals, who denied the claim,
according to court documents.

The Indiana Supreme Court sup-
ported their decision, rejecting the
argument that the group’s work
amounted to police entrapment, as no
evidence was found that PCI and local
law enforcement worked together prior
to Clark’s arrest. Clark is currently
serving a six-year prison sentence for
the crime.

Under Indiana law, probable cause
must be determined in order for some-
one to be charged with a crime. Prob-
able cause exists when an arresting
officer has knowledge of the facts and
circumstances that would lead a rea-
sonable person to believe that a suspect
committed a crime.

This fact is applicable across the
entire state, however, each county
approaches each case differently.
Grant, Marion and Madison counties
have all prosecuted cases from PCI.
Other counties have taken a much dif-
ferent stance.

Howard County Prosecutor Mark
McCann issued a press release in April
of 2021 warning community members
about conducting their own private
investigations against potential preda-
tors. McCann noted that the sting oper-
ations could potentially lead to lawsuits
for libel, slander and retaliation.

Diana Moers, Vanderburgh County
prosecutor, posted a press release to
social media on March 29 expressing
the same concerns. According to court
documents, this is the same day Moers
filed a motion to dismiss preliminary
charges against Erik W. Fischer, a
26-year-old Evansville resident who
attempted to meet a 14-year-old for
sex. In Fischer’s case, charges were
dismissed after the arrest occurred.

“We can arrest anyone we want
to, but the prosecutor has to decide to
press charges,” Holliday explained.
“Each county has their own prosecutor.
As an elected official, Colin Andrews
can choose which cases to prosecute.”

Wells County Prosecutor Colin
Andrews, who took office in January,
has filed charges on each case in the
county thus far.

“It is a duty of every prosecutor to
uphold the law, pursue justice and pro-

mote the health and safety of the com-
munity,” Andrews explained. “If facts
and circumstances warrant the filing of
charges against any individual, then |
have a responsibility to prosecute them
for their crimes. I intend to do just
that.”

Of the 10 cases prosecuted over the
last year in Wells County, only one
case has been sentenced. Roger Wayne
Wiles, a man previously convicted of
child molesting, pleaded guilty to the
crime earlier this year. Wiles was sen-
tenced to 26 years in prison for the
felony, as well as an added habitual
offender charge.

In all but one case, the suspect has
been charged with child solicitation,
a Level 4 felony. In the case of Jona-
thon Dickey, a 51-year-old man from
Poneto, a Level 5 felony was applied
instead. Dickey is currently the first
case for the county set for a jury trial,
scheduled to begin Jan. 24.

Six of the 10 cases have sched-
uled hearings for pretrial conferences,
meaning neither a plea agreement has
been reached nor a decision to try the
case in court. Two predators have
pleaded guilty to the crime and are cur-
rently awaiting sentencing.

PCI has not responded to requests
for comment at this time.

The News-Banner will continue to
follow these cases and report on the
conviction rate as they are processed in
the Wells Circuit Court.

sydney@news-banner.com

Economic growth

(Continued from Page 1)
business spending on new
machinery and other equip-
ment last quarter. That pull-
back likely reflected the
higher cost of borrowing to
finance such purchases.

And other key drivers
of growth in the July-Sep-
tember period could prove
short-lived. They include a
surge in stockpiled goods
that businesses added to
their warehouses and store
shelves. The buildup in
these inventories accounted
for about a quarter of last
quarter's growth from July
to September and isn't con-
sidered likely to be repeated.

An increase in house and
apartment construction also
boosted growth in the third
quarter. But as mortgage rates
near 8 percent and sales of
existing homes continue to
fall, analysts expect housing
to weaken the overall econo-
my in the coming months.

“We can already see the
drag forming in the final
three months of the year,”
Brusuelas said.

In addition, consumers
are spending more of their
savings — a drawdown that
could eventually weigh on
growth. Many, particularly
lower- and middle-income
Americans, are stepping
up their use of credit cards.
These cards now carry
much higher rates after the
Fed boosted its benchmark
interest rate to about 5.4
percent, its highest level in
22 years. Americans, as a
whole, saved just 3.8 percent
of their income last quarter,

Israeli troops

(Continued from Page 1)
according to the photos by
Maxar Technologies.

New strikes Thursday
leveled more than eight
homes belonging to an
extended family, killing at
least 15 people in the south-
ern city of Khan Younis.
In the chaotic wasteland
of crumbled concrete and
twisted metal, rescuers lift-
ed the body of a boy from
beneath a slab.

The Israeli military said
an airstrike killed one of two
masterminds of the Oct. 7
massacre, Shadi Barud, the
head of Hamas' intelligence
unit. The military says it
only strikes militant targets
and accuses Hamas of oper-
ating among civilians in an
attempt to protect its fighters.

Palestinian militants have
fired thousands of rock-
ets into Israel since the war
began. One struck a residen-
tial building in the central
city of Petah Tikva, without
wounding anyone.

Hamas' military wing
said Thursday that Israeli
bombardment has so far
killed about 50 of the at least
224 hostages the militants
abducted during its Oct. 7
assault. There was no imme-
diate comment from Israeli
officials, who have denied
previous, similar claims.

Family members and
Jewish groups are trying
to keep the spotlight on the

down from 5.2 percent in
the April-June quarter and
notably below pre-pandemic
levels.

Several Fed officials
acknowledged in speech-
es last week that the most
recent economic data
showed growth picking
up by more than they had
expected. Yet most of the
policymakers signaled that
they will likely keep their
key rate, which affects many
consumer and business
loans, unchanged when they
meet next week.

Even consumers who are
closely watching their bud-
gets, though, are still willing
to treat themselves in many
cases. Among them is Dani-
elle Gagliano, who was at
Kohl's department store in
Ramsey, New Jersey, last
week with her 2-year-old son,
returning an item and picking
up three pairs of pants for her
10-year-old daughter.

Gagliano, 35, said she
has been doing more of her
food shopping at ShopRite
and discounter Aldi and less
at Acme, which she feels is
more expensive. And she's
been looking for more dis-
counts.

Still, Gagliano said she
makes room in her bud-
get to go out to dinner with
her family a couple times a
month.

“I like to support the local
restaurants,” she said.

A range of factors have
helped fuel consumer spend-
ing, which accounts for
the bulk of the economy's
growth. Though many

Americans are still feeling
under pressure from two
years of high inflation, aver-
age pay has outpaced price
increases and enhanced peo-
ple's ability to spend.

And inflation is steadily
easing, Thursday's report
showed. Excluding volatile
food and gas prices, core
inflation slowed to a 2.4
percent annual rate in the
third quarter, according to
the Fed's preferred measure.
That is down from 3.7 per-
cent in the second quarter
to the slowest pace in nearly
three years.

Smaller price increases
likely encouraged some
people to spend lavishly on
both goods and services last
quarter. There were some
one-time factors that boost-
ed spending, like blockbust-
er concert tours by Taylor
Swift and Beyonce. Fans
spent an average of $1,500
on air fares, hotel rooms,
and concert tickets to see
Swift's shows, and an aver-
age of $1,800 for Beyonce,
according to calculations by
Sarah Wolfe, U.S. economist
at Morgan Stanley.

Americans, as a whole,
also began the year on
healthy financial footing,
according to a report last
week from the Fed. The net
worth of a typical household
jumped 37 percent from
2019 through 2022. Home
prices shot higher, and the
stock market rose in the big-
gest surge on records dating
back more than 30 years.

Even so, consumers are
likely reining in their spend-

ing in the final three months
of the year, and the sluggish
housing market is dragging
on the economy as well.
This month, nearly 30 mil-
lion people began repay-
ing several hundred dollars
a month in student loans,
which could slow their abil-
ity to spend. Those loan
repayments had been sus-
pended when the pandemic
struck three years ago.

Fed Chair Jerome Pow-
ell, in a discussion last
week, said he was generally
pleased with how the econ-
omy was evolving: Inflation
has slowed to an annual rate
of 3.7 percent from a four-
decade high of 9.1 percent in
June 2022. At the same time,
steady growth and hiring
have forestalled a recession,
which was widely predicted
at the end of last year.

If those trends continue,
it could allow the Fed to
achieve a highly sought-
after “soft landing,” in
which it would manage to
slow inflation to its 2 per-
cent target without causing a
deep recession.

Still, Fed officials were
surprised by a strong gov-
ernment report last week on
retail sales, which showed
that spending at stores
and restaurants jumped
last month by much more
than expected. Powell has
since acknowledged that if
the economy were to keep
growing robustly, the Fed
might have to raise rates
further. Its benchmark short-
term rate is now about 5.4
percent, a 22-year high.

hostages' plight. In Paris, 30
empty baby strollers were
displayed in front of the
Eiffel Tower — each with a
photo of one of the children
taken from Israel. A day ear-
lier, blindfolded teddy bears
with photos of the abducted
children were placed in front
of a fountain in Tel Aviv.

The conflict has threat-
ened to ignite a wider war
across the region.

Hezbollah, an Iranian-
backed ally of Hamas in
Lebanon, has repeatedly
traded fire with Israel along
the border. The United
States has sent to the region
two aircraft carrier strike
groups, along with addi-
tional fighter jets and other
weaponry and personnel.

Israel has vowed to crush
Hamas' capacity to govern
Gaza or threaten Israel again
but also says it doesn't want
to reoccupy the territory,
from which it withdrew sol-
diers and settlers in 2005.
That could prove a daunting
challenge, since Hamas is
deeply rooted in Gaza, with
political and charity organi-
zations as well as a formi-
dable armed wing.

Benny Gantz, a retired
general and a member of
Israel's war Cabinet, said
any possible ground offen-
sive would be only “one
stage in a long-term process
that includes security, politi-
cal and social aspects that

will take years.”

“The campaign will soon
ramp up with greater force,”
he added.

The overnight raid into
Gaza was the largest of sev-
eral known brief incursions.
The military said soldiers
and tanks killed fighters
and destroyed tunnels and
anti-tank missile launching
positions. The military said
no Israelis were wounded.
There was no immediate
confirmation of any Pales-
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tinian casualties.

Rear Adm. Daniel
Hagari, a military spokes-
man, said the incursion was
“part of our preparations for
the next stages of the war.”

Israel also said it also
carried out around 250 air-
strikes across Gaza in the
last 24 hours, targeting tun-
nel shafts, rocket launchers
and other militant infrastruc-
ture. Its reported targeting
could not be independently
verified.
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Weather

Friday, October 27, 2023
(24-hour observations at 9:50 p.m. Thursday)
High: 76; Low: 60; Precipitation: 0.01 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.28

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast

Today: A slight chance
of showers between 11 a.m.
and noon. Partly sunny, with
a high near 76. Southwest
wind around 15 mph, with
gusts as high as 25 mph.
Chance of precipitation is 20
percent.
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Tonight: A slight chance of showers and thunderstorms
before 8 p.m., then showers likely and possibly a thunder-
storm between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m., then a chance of showers
after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 47. Southwest
wind around 10 mph becoming northwest after midnight.
Winds could gust as high as 20 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60 percent. New rainfall amounts between a tenth
and quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in

thunderstorms.

Saturday: A 30 percent chance of showers before 8 a.m.
Partly sunny, with a high near 57. North wind around 10

mph.

Saturday Night: Showers. Low around 45. Northeast

wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance
of precipitation is 90 percent.
New precipitation amounts
between a quarter and half of
an inch possible.

Sunday: Showers. High
near 51. Chance of precipi-
tation is 90 percent. New
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precipitation amounts between a quarter and half of an inch

possible.

Sunday Night: Showers, mainly before 2 a.m. Low
around 37. Chance of precipitation is 80 percent.
Monday: A 30 percent chance of showers, mainly before

8 a.m. Partly sunny, with a
high near 44.

Monday Night: Partly
cloudy, with a low around
25.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 41.

et

Tuesday Night: A 20 percent chance of snow showers.
Partly cloudy, with a low around 24.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 41.

Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 24.
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On horseback at 'sleepy hollow’

Ichabod Crane, played by Cole Sheets, will ride his horse on stage as the cast of “The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow” takes to the Auditorium, 428 South Oak St. in Bluffton tonight at
7 p.m. and again tomorrow, Saturday, Oct. 28, at 3 and 7 p.m. Admission is $15 for adults
and $10 for those 12 and younger. A second horse will carry the “headless” horseman,
played by Mark Pazyshko, across the stage. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

Lawmakers grapple with legal,
educational implications of Al

By WHITNEY
DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Artificial Intelligence,
or Al, promises to revolu-
tionize how people work
and nearly every aspect of
life could be transformed
— prompting lawmakers in
an interim commerce com-
mittee to scrutinize the new
technology and how to best
regulate it.

“We’ve had the pants
scared off of us a little bit,
in some regards,” said Com-
mittee Chair Sen. Scott
Baldwin, R-Noblesville,
summarizing portions of the
meeting.

In the months since
they left the capitol, Al has
exploded in popularity but
regulation and guidelines
haven’t accompanied it —
forcing lawmakers to act
faster than the traditional
legislative process that can
stretch years.

Following more than
four hours of testimony,
legislators landed on three
areas of focus to include in
a final report to the General
Assembly concerning Al:
a study of which currently
applicable laws might need
to be expanded to include
Al election interference and
pivoting educational pri-
orities to include artificial
intelligence.

Background on artificial
intelligence

Hoosier Justin Sheehan,
of Astra Applications, lik-
ened Al to computers adopt-
ing humanlike thinking but
emphasized repeatedly that
he didn’t see it capable of
replacing humans. Rather,
it was the act of computers
acquiring learning, reason-
ing and problem solving
skills.

“Al feels like it’s this
new thing that everyone’s
excited about but actually
Al has been a part of our
lives for a very long time,”
Sheehan said, noting that
voice recognition tools like
Apple’s Siri and spam filters
are a type of artificial intel-
ligence.

The emergence of Chat-
GPT and similar, genera-
tive models earlier this year
pushed Al into the fore-
front due to its human-like
responses, accessibility and
effectiveness, Sheehan said.

“Al learns things like
humans; it can create, gen-
erate content from scratch
(and) it can execute compli-
cated tasks. It can remem-
ber and understand context
— which is important —
has access to vast amounts
of information (and) it’s
always learning,” Sheehan
said.

The technology can write
content, plan weddings,
tutor math or act as a per-
sonal assistant. But it has a
myriad of problems, includ-
ing biases — whether based
on race or gender — as well
as the spread of disinforma-
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tion, cybersecurity and sur-
veillance concerns.

“There’s certainly a ton
of upsides but there are
also risks,” Sheehan said.
“It’s really right now (in) a
gray area in terms of federal
regulation, in terms of state
regulation (and) in terms of
business best practices.”

What laws does Indiana
have on AI?

Though much of the dis-
cussion delved into ways
Al evolution will change
society, legislators focused
on what actions they should
take on the rapidly-changing
technology. Following the
passage of a data privacy
law earlier this year, Indiana
joins the growing number
of states with comprehen-
sive protections — a move
praised by Ryan Harkins,
a senior director of public
policy at Microsoft.

“In our view, we need
laws. We need laws to
ensure both that the public
can be (confident) that these
sorts of technologies will
be developed and used and
deployed safely and respon-
sibly and ethically,” said
Harkins. “But also to make
sure that everyone is playing
by the same set of rules.”

Harkins outlined a five-
point blueprint, first created
by Microsoft President Brad
Smith in May, for governing
Al including:

e Implement and build
upon new government-led
Al Safety Frameworks.

* Require effective safety
brakes for Al systems that
control critical infrastruc-
ture.

* Develop a broad legal
and regulatory framework
based on AI’s tech architec-
ture.

e Promote transparency
and ensure academic and
nonprofit access to Al

e Pursue new public-
private partnerships to use
Al as an effective tool to
address the inevitable soci-
etal challenges that come
with new tech.

Examples could be mak-
ing sure applicable laws
include Al technology; out-
lawing the use of Al to cre-
ate “deep fakes” and influ-
ence elections; regulating
safety and security; licens-
ing for training and deploy-
ment of powerful Al mod-
els, as included in Harkins
presentation.

Lawmakers worried
about whether the creation
or possession of child por-
nography generated by Al
would be considered illegal
under current law — one
way that Al might be cir-
cumventing current protec-
tions.

Rep. Matt Pierce,
D-Bloomington, said the
current law should be broad

enough to include Al con-
tent.

“We currently have a
law that no matter how you
generate it ... if you create
any kind of child pornog-
raphy that doesn’t involve
real children — you
sketched it out, you use
Adobe Photoshop to create
something — however you
get it, you can be punished
for that so long as you can
also get a jury to say it’s
obscene,” Pierce said.

Transforming education

The committee will meet
for the final time on Nov.
1 to discuss draft recom-
mendations for the General
Assembly.

Following Wednesday’s
testimony, members dis-
cussed three broad areas
to include in a final report:
application of current laws
to Al (specifically child
pornography), addressing
election issues and incorpo-
rating artificial intelligence
into classroom learning.

Legislators heard at
length from several educa-
tors about their use of Al
and how it has transformed
their teaching.

“An important thing to
remember is that focusing
narrowly on educating a
future workforce that only
has the technical skills to
build AI will be insufficient
and likely lead to the cre-
ation of new problems —
both predictable and unpre-
dictable,” said Jenna Rick-
us, a vice provost for teach-
ing and learning at Purdue
University. “Basic Al data
and digital literacy will be
necessary for all educated
citizens to support equitable
access and outcomes for all
of us and how we live our
lives.”

That includes incorpo-
rating humanities and the
arts to spur critical thinking
and ethical decision mak-
ing, Rikus said. A “blanket
ban,” she said, would be
“unnecessary and probably
ill advised.”

Just as technology cannot
replace a teacher, students
shouldn’t use Al to replicate
assignments or cheat but
find ways to incorporate the
technology into their learn-
ing.
“I just want to make sure
that the Indiana Department
of Education, and perhaps
the Commissioner of High-
er Education, are aggres-
sively working on this,”
Sen. Spencer Deery, R-West
Lafayette, said. “Anything
that we can do as a General
Assembly to prod them and
support them in those efforts
... working on speedy adop-
tion and appropriate (use) of
Al in the classroom as well
as preparing teachers —
current and in training.”
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and Laundry Mat
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2023 - The News-Banner - Page 3

Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

City:

Wednesday, 2:04 p.m.,
Beth Avenue and West
South Street. Caller reported
a traffic offense.

Wednesday, 3:42 p.m.,
Grove and Reid streets.
Report of a syringe at the
bottom of dumpster.

Wednesday, 4:29 p.m.,
Wings ETC. Driver cited
for operating with fictitious
plates.

Wednesday, 4:29 p.m.,
Short Stop. Report of a theft
from a man in a blue beanie
and jeans. Man returned
items and was warned for
trespassing.

Wednesday, 6:01 p.m.,
500 block of East Townley
Street. Caller reported neigh-
bor drove through their yard.
Officer spoke with the neigh-
bors wife who advised she
would scold her husband.

Wednesday, 11:10 p.m.,
Linger Inn. Report of a
domestic disturbance.

Wednesday, 11:39 p.m.,
1600 block of South Wayne
Street. Report of a verbal
altercation with party that
left the property. Advised to
call back if issue reoccurs.

Thursday, 12:34 a.m.,
Kehoe Park. Caller request-
ed to speak to officer at the
pavilion.

Thursday, 1:40 a.m., Lin-
ger Inn. Subject arrested on
warrant.

Thursday, 5:50 a.m., Papa
Johns. Driver was cited for
speeding in work zone.

Thursday, 6:19 a.m., Papa
Johns. Driver was cited for
speeding in work zone.

Thursday, 8:04 a.m., Life
Community Church. Report
of a stolen gun.

Thursday, 9:07 a.m.,
Wings ETC. Caller reported
a dirty syringe in the park-
ing lot where employees
park.

Thursday, 10:52 a.m.,
300 block of West Hor-
ton Street. Caller reported
abuse.

County:

Wednesday, 1:22 p.m.,
Wells County Jail. Warrant
served without issue.

Wednesday, 2:35 p.m.,
Wells County Jail. Subject
came to station to report
a sexual harassment that
occurred in the county.

Wednesday, 4:11 p.m.,
1800 East 200 South, Bluff-
ton. Property owner request-
ed subject be removed from
the residence. The subject
advised that she lived at
the address. The officer
informed the owner on the
joys of eviction and advised
it is a civil matter.

Wednesday, 5:59 p.m.,
1800 East 200 South, Bluff-
ton. Caller reported man
threatened to slit her throat.
Man advised he did not
threaten her however the
two argued recently. Caller
was advised of domestic
violence resources. Neither
party was willing to sepa-
rate. CPS was contacted due
to a child being present in

the home.

Wednesday, 7:56 p.m.,
Sonlight Wesleyan Church.
Report of a vehicle window
busted.

Thursday, 8:08 a.m.,
8700 West Railroad Street,
Uniondale. Caller requested
owner remove bus from
property.

Thursday, 11:08 a.m.,
Wells County Jail. Served
warrants without incident.

ARRESTS

Nathan Thomas Nusbau-
mer, 44, Bluffton, domestic
battery and controlled sub-
stance, both Level 6 felo-
nies, and invasion of priva-
cy, a Class A misdemeanor.
Bond set at $25,000.

David Lonnie Lawhorne,
28, Ossian, domestic battery
in the presence of a child
under 16, a Level 6 felony.
Bond set at $25,000.

Nathaniel Eric Parrott,
32, Fort Wayne, possession
of marijuana and possession
of paraphernalia, a Class A
misdemeanor, and operating
a vehicle while intoxicated,
a Class C misdemeanor.
Bond set at $3,500.

Dillon J Jackson, 27, Lib-
erty Center, possession of
marijuana, a Class B mis-
demeanor, operating with
a vehicle while intoxicated
and operating with con-
trolled substance in body,
both Class C misdemeanors.
Bond set at $2,000.

Simone Ashli Routen,
33, Markle, escape, a Level
6 felony. Bond set at $5,000.

Fort Wayne man pleads guilty
in harassment of Rep. Jim Banks

By WHITNEY
DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A Fort Wayne man on
Thursday admitted harass-
ing and intimidating Third
District Congressman Jim
Banks, with a sentencing
hearing set for Nov. 17.

Aaron L. Thompson,
born in 1989, pleaded guilty
to a Level 6 felony as well
as a Class B misdemeanor
following repeated threaten-
ing calls to Banks’ congres-
sional office in April.

In an interview with
the United States Capitol
Police, Thompson admit-
ted to being intoxicated and
calling Banks because he
disagreed with his politi-
cal views. In his messages,
Thompson said he owned a
gun as allowed by the Con-
stitution and told Banks to
choose between himself or
his daughters, according to
the June 2 probably cause
filing.

“Here’s the choice. Your
daughters grow up without
their dad or you grow old
without your daughters,”
Thompson allegedly said.
“... boom, boom you pick

According to the plea
agreement filed Thursday,
Allen County prosecutors
recommend a sentence of 2
years and 183 days for the
felony charge of intimida-
tion and 180 days for the
misdemeanor charge of
harassment. Both sentences
would be suspended in favor
of placing Thompson on
probation for 2 years and
360 days.

Under probation,
Thompson is not allowed to

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos v
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possess or use alcohol and
other unprescribed drugs.
The agreement includes a
special probation condition
that Thompson shall not
contact the Banks family or
co-workers, including staff
members of the Third Con-
gressional District.

However, the special
condition includes a caveat
that allows Thompson to
write to the congressional
office on issues “related to
the services provided by
the Third Congressional
District” and requires he
provide a copy of his com-
munication to his probation
officer.

A sentencing hearing
will determine the fines and
restitution required by the
court.

Threats against Con-
gress have increased in
recent years, with several —
including Banks — report-
ing threats for their votes on
House Speaker.

Banks opted not to run
for re-election and will
instead run for U.S. Senate,
where he has won the Indi-
ana Republican Party’s nod
as nominee, though the pri-
mary election won’t be held
until May. Banks does face
a challenger in that race,
who is suing the state over
a law he says bars him from
appearing on the GOP pri-
mary ballot.

The guilty plea agree-
ment doesn’t include any
mention of a potential Sen-
ate position in the no-con-
tact order.
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Halloween, 2023 - a look through cartoonists’ eyes...
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What's the deal with
last-minute homemade
Halloween costumes?

When I searched online for po-
tential Halloween-column topics, 1
encountered innumerable headlines
screaming about fun, easy, last-min-
ute homemade Halloween costumes.

Who are all the people in desperate
need of fun, easy, last-minute home-
made Halloween costumes?

Did some poor loser overlook

it

all the Hobby Lobby displays and
simply forget about the spooky fes- Dan ny
tivities? (“"You mean they’re having Tyl’ ee

Halloween again this year? |
thought it was every 12 years

like the .., waddayacallem ... Ty ) ades
presidential elections.”)

I’m sure some people have a last-minute need for a
costume because one of their “friends” had a last-min-
ute RSVP cancellation and grudgingly invited them to
the party.

Some celebrants need costume suggestions because
of pure procrastination. (“Hey, I work best under
pressure. And everyone loved my Guy Wearing His
Cardigan Inside Out get-up last year.”)

Of course the Clevererthanthou family loves to show
off their creativity. (“And this year, you lucky people,
we’re dressing as our 18-page Christmas newsletter!”)

Some people are, understandably, being frugal.

Some Americans see spurning the hottest store-
bought costumes as “Sticking It To the Man.”

It’s not always the grown-ups
who create the urgency. Let’s
remember the kids who announce
half-way to school, “Oh, yeah, I'm
supposed to wear a Halloween cos-
tume today.” There’s not even time
for homemade — just SUV-made.
(“What am I? I'm a ballerina per-
forming in Roadkill-Swan Lake.
Like my ballet-slippers-slash-
breakfast-burrito-wrappers?”)

I don’t fit neatly into any of those categories, but I
did have my own experiences with homemade cos-
tumes that I wore to church Halloween parties as a
young adult. One time I used a second-hand jumpsuit,
my father’s old U.S. Army knapsack and a vacuum
cleaner hose to play a Ghostbuster. (“Who ya gonna
call?”)

More memorable was the time I dressed up as
Ed Grimley, the character Martin Short played on
“SCTV” and “Saturday Night Live.” Ed was the
nerdy, hyperkinetic man-child who played the triangle,
gushed over Pat Sajak and repeated catch-phrases such
as “totally decent” and “makes me completely men-
tal.”

I wore an out-of-style shirt and “high waters”
pants, but the “cherry on top” was the hair. In order to
achieve a cowlick that towered over my head, I coated
my locks with a liberal (and by liberal I mean “let’s
guarantee a living wage for all gay salamanders”) dose
of Crisco.

Was it worth it? Some party-goers thought it was
just another bad hair day and some of the older con-
gregants became weepy because Lawrence Welk never
got to jam with the Blues Brothers, but I enjoyed
myself.

Alas, Crisco is some powerful stuff. Nearly 40 years
of lather, rinse, repeat haven’t quite got me back to
normal.

tyreetyrades@aol.com or find him on Facebook
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What is the U.S.

foreign policy?

I learned something new the other day in a
Wall Street Journal column: the term “cogni-
tive-dissonance reduction,” a form of mental
gymnastics used to fit inconvenient facts to the
ideology.

I know what cognitive dissonance is, hav-
ing run into the term in my undergraduate
business school classes. Think of it as a pro-
pensity to always second guess your opinions,
a mortal sin in the left-wing catechism.

It turns into a vile application when applied
to the left’s justification of Hamas’ inhu-
man brutality against Israeli civilians and the
Gaza residents used as human shields. The
justification? They’ve got it com-
ing to them, to trivialize a juve-
nile school yard excuse when
caught by the teacher. Only this
isn’t grade school bullying; it is
a crime against humanity and all
that is decent. No matter.

These are Nietzschean anar-
chists taking his philosophy well beyond any limits he
envisioned. Today’s country club anarchists—you know
them: the privileged children attending super expensive
Ivy League colleges at mom and dad’s expense—have
looked into the abyss without heeding Nietzsche’s warn-
ing. In fact they welcome the returned stare coming from
the unspeakable abyss dweller. It validates their perverted
logic.

So what is America to do about it?

The question drives right into the fissure between two
schools of thought in our foreign policy strategy, between
the realists and the idealists if I may simplify the positions.
The realists look at international issues through practical
and often short-term lenses. What is in America’s best
interest today? What is the impact on our military com-
mitments and our balance of trade? I exaggerate somewhat
but the thinking focuses on what helps the United States
and, dare I say it, what resonates with the voting base.

The idealist focus is on America’s role model status as a
land of freedom and democracy. Our foreign policy should
align itself with those nations which most resemble us
and our ideals. Once more I exaggerate but this approach
can look naive to people who see threats at the border and
unfair competition in the marketplace. And there is anoth-
er voting base this appeals to.

Perhaps history can once again instruct us.

John Quincy Adams was quite successful as Secretary
of State during the Monroe presidency. The Monroe Doc-
trine was actually the Adams doctrine but the boss always
seems to put his name on a subordinate’s work.

A colleague at the Indiana Policy Review pointed me to

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, Oct. 27, the 300th day of 2023. There
are 65 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On Oct. 27, 2018, a
gunman shot and killed 11 congregants and wounded six
others at Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life synagogue in the dead-
liest attack on Jews in U.S. history; authorities said the
suspect, Robert Bowers, raged against Jews during and
after the rampage. (Bowers was convicted and sentenced
to death in 2023.)

On this date:

In 1787, the first of the Federalist Papers, a series of
essays calling for ratification of the United States Consti-
tution, was published.

In 1904, the first rapid transit subway, the IRT, was
inaugurated in New York City.

In 1941, the Chicago Daily Tribune dismissed the pos-
sibility of war with Japan, editorializing, “She cannot
attack us. That is a military impossibility. Even our base
at Hawaii is beyond the effective striking power of her
fleet.”

‘Hoosier
Opinions

a speech Adams gave in 1821. Adams provided the
right mix of national self-interest and world moral
leadership in this speech to the House of Represen-
tatives.

He stated that America’s heart will always be
with those peoples searching for freedom and inde-
pendence but cautioned against taking on these
foreign causes as her own. America should speak
out and lead by example, being what as Ronald
Reagan, borrowing from both John Winthrop and
Jesus Christ, called “a shining city on a hill.”

I found the most memorable phrase of the
Adams speech to be his statement that Amer-
ica “goes not abroad, in search of monsters to
destroy.” The reason? This would change Amer-
ica’s ethos from liberty to force. Might does not
make right in Adams’ thinking.

Where Adams can be faulted, perhaps unfairly,
is that he could not conceive of a United States as
the most powerful nation in the world. America
was new, small and mostly friendless in the 1820’s
so his focus was understandably to construct a for-
eign policy informed by weakness and by America’s fortu-
nate isolation from direct European conflict. This worked
well until World War I and subsequent recognition by the
rest of the world that America was an economic and mili-
tary powerhouse.

Not all will agree with me but I think Ronald Rea-
gan among twentieth century presidents best understood
how to balance our inherent love of isolationism with the
expectation we must be the free world’s policeman. Wil-
liam Imboden’s book, “The Peacemaker: Ronald Reagan,
the Cold War, and the World on the Brink,” eloquently
documents this. He didn’t go looking for a monster; the
evil Soviet empire was right in his face.

Adams’ principles still stand today but must be applied
in a different context from that of the post-Napoleonic
world. Adams did not have to confront an empire whose
dictator Nikita Khrushchev boasted, “We will bury you!”
I doubt he could even conceive of a Hamas with a goal of
exterminating a sovereign nation and its people.

What would John Quincy Adams do if he somehow
awoke, Rip Van Winkel style, and found himself in Isra-
el? Adams may insist that America stick to its shores and
preach liberty, but he was too much the realist to do only
that. The cognitive-dissonance reduction syndrome infect-
ing the left wing today would not ensnare him. With an
intellect like his, he would figure out a solution.

Unfortunately, I don’t see a John Quincy think-alike in
today’s Washington D. C.

Mark Franke, an adjunct scholar of the Indiana Policy Review,
is formerly an associate vice chancellor at
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne.

Mark
Franke
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DIVERSIONS

Desperate to better my
relationship with my daughter

Dear Annie: I have been married for
32 years to my husband, who has three
children from his prior marriage. The
children are now in their mid-30s to
early 40s.

We were all a big happy family until
about four years ago. The middle child
called to tell us that we were both bad
parents. I asked her to tell us why she
felt that way. She said she would call
us back to explain, but that never hap-
pened.

We would have liked to have com-
municated about whatever she was hold-
ing onto to move past this issue. Her dad
could not get her to communicate the
problem. We are so confused as to what
she is thinking or feeling. We do not do
any illegal drugs or drink alcohol; we
brought these children up in church. We
gave them a loving, fun home while they
grew up. Their mother was very vindic-
tive and untruthful to them about their

father. Regardless, we would counteract to break it. I reported the incident, and

this with being open and honest about he was to start court-ordered anger man-

our life with them. agement for a fee. He couldn’t pay the | | MISTER DUNCAN, 1 WAS WIDE AWAKE UNTIL ITS ME. YEAH.
No matter what we do, the two oldest  fee, so instead, he committed suicide the ARE ‘(OU,P YOU STARTED LECTURING, gO IWAS AT IGGEZES.PI:ZDD{(

daughters and our grandchildren refuse day the training was to start. WITHUS! WHO IS REALLYAT FAULT THE ANSIER.

to have anything to do with us. The
youngest son does call his dad about
two times a year, but he has an issue
with me. None of them will talk to us,
no matter what we do. Cards we have
mailed saying we love you, let’s get
through this together without any judg-
ment, result in no response.

We have asked our daughter-in-law,
a social worker, to try to get the ball
rolling on our behalf, but she doesn’t
want to get in the middle. We have also

offered counseling that we would pay clearly still struggling with the trauma RUNNING A PI1ZZA 1HAVE A SILENT SHOULDN'T SNEAK. SAY'SILENT )
for to overcome the problem(s). — Con- of losing her father. Until she is willing RESTAURANTISN'T PARTNER! UP ON PEOPLE PARTNER! '
fused in Michigan to confront these issues and face them OUTSIDE THE — .

Dear Confused in Michigan: That
is confusing indeed. Good on you for
being willing to take the steps necessary
to work through these problems — but
are you sure that neither you nor your
husband have any clue as to why all
three children have an issue with you?
Is it possible their “vindictive” mother
is influencing their opinions? I would
encourage both you and your husband
to try to talk to each of his kids one-on-
one. Without a little more information,

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane
it’s hard to know ./

what you're even
trying to fix.

Dear Annie:
I have a love-
ly 31-year-old
daughter. Her dad
and I divorced
when she was 12
after our 30-year,
often difficult, marriage. My ex devel-
oped serious depression that came after
significant troubles. Medication didn’t
help because he wouldn’t stay on it. We
didn’t share a bed for the last seven years
of our marriage. We divorced in 2006.
My ex took his half of the proceeds of
the sale of our home and immediately
squandered it all. He became homeless
off and on for the next few years.

A couple of years after the divorce,
we had a heated argument about child
support. He grabbed my hand and tried

It has been 14 years since he died. In
my daughter’s angriest moments, she
blames me for his suicide. I have asked
her many times to go to family coun-
seling with me, but she flatly refuses.
When she’s not angry or snarky with
me, she can be very loving and support-
ive. I want to go to counseling with her
to address the underlying issues. I can’t
divorce my only child. What is our way
forward? — Sad Mom

Dear Sad Mom: Your daughter is

head-on, I fear nothing, most notably her
relationship with you, will change.

Instead of pushing family therapy,
see if she would be willing to start with
her own therapist or counselor — as
you should, too. In time, I hope she’ll
be willing to let you in more and repair
your relationship, but her journey of
healing might be better off started alone.

Send your questions for Annie Lane
to dearannie@creators.com.
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ant and narrow, but
Jesus said that the
gate to the kingdom of
Heaven is narrow.

There is tremendous
diversity among humanity

so often recited is going
to be answered. When the
human race stands at the
edge of the abyss, ready
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Q: What does it mean
when the Bible says that
God fashioned the hearts
of people alike, when
there is so much division?
Is there hope for turning
things around before the
end of the world comes? —
H.D.

People who are bothered
by this truth do not com-
prehend that there is a
narrowness in mathemat-
ics and in chemistry. And
aren’t we relieved that
pilots are not so broad-
minded that they come
into an airport any way

to blow itself apart, God
will fulfill the last chapter
of history. But it will be
God’s kingdom and will
come in God’s way.

This is why a Christian
can be optimistic. This is
why a Christian can smile
in the midst of all that

©2023 Bil Keane, inc
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“We have to rake up the

leaves to make room
for the snow.”
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MNT The King |King "Class [Modern ~ [News (N) [Last Man [Last Man |Chicago P.D. "I Chicago P.D. "Seven  [Seinfeld |Seinfeld |Mom Mom The Goldbergs i
WPTA-3 @1 10] 9 15634 | Queens [Struggle”  |Family "Bullying" |Standing |Remember Her Now" Indictments” Goldbergs |"Weird Al" creation amqunts 11 Fa manner
W =l la The Steve Wilkos Show|TMZ Live (N Dish TMZ(N) _[Penn & Teller "Who's | Inside the NFL Week 7 |Dish TMZ(N) _|Family Guy|Family Guy|Bob's __|Bob's 21 Reply 54 Online follower 38 Library
WISE 8 33|33 Nation (N) Your Daddy?!" (SP) (N) Nation (N) Burgers Burgers Abb t 1 6 A d ” t
785 =5 143 | 5 39|30 Secrets of the Dead  [PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News |Prime Washing- |Firing- Great Performances "New York City |One Voice: |Amanpour and Washin-  [Firing- ( I'.) aucton naean collecuon
WFWA “Eiffel's Race to the Top" America  |"Ship" (N) |ton V\ik (N) H.o.uver (N) [Ballet in Madrid" (N) The Son.gs Company (N) gton il\lk H.o.over 22 “What- site beast 39 Former
PBS 4| 3 Secrets of the Dead ~ [Context  [BBC News |PBS NewsHour (N) Washing- [Firing- Great Performances "New York City |One Voice: [Amanpour and Washin-  [Firing- .
WIPB "Eiffel's Race to the Top" America ton Wk (N) |Hoover (N) |Ballet in Madrid" (N) The Songs |Company (N) gton Wk |Hoover ever . . . . First
FOX 559 WFFT Fox News at5  |WFFT Fox News at 6 {2023 World Series 2023 World Series Game 1: Teams TBA The top MLB teams battle forthe  [News at  |Young Neighbor |Neighbor works” Solution time: 25 mins. Daughter
WFFT 6|6 |55(55 () (N) Pregame (L) (N) 2023 World Series championship. (L) (N) 10(N)  |Sheldon 9
CABLE CH 26 Lathers 42 Ms.
Castle "Law & Murder" |Castle "Slice of Death" |Castle "The Dead Pool" |%¥ Bad Romance: The Vicky White Story ('23) (:05) ¥ The Podcast Murders (2022, Thriller) % Bad Romance: The
LIFE 23|113/108/252 Rossif Sutherland, Wendi McLendon-Covey. Natalie Sharp, Clayton James, Lanie McAuley. Vicky White Story 29 Secret- HayWOI'th
FX 24 (132(136(148|(4:00) ¥ Hotel Transylva... [¥** G bumps 2: H i Hall ®%* Hocus Pocus ('93) Bette Midler. ®% Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian Movie protecti ng 43 B|g
Andy Andy Andy Andy Everybody |Everybody |Everybody |Everybody [Everybody |Everybody |Everybody |Everybody [The King |The King |The King |The King
TVLAND 5 106[304) Giifith  |Griffith | Griffith Griffith y | |Raymond |Ray d y | |Raymond |Ray d y 1 [Raymond |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens doc. fUSSGS
(4:00) ¥%* The Notebook (2004, Romance) %% A League of Their Own (1992, Comedy Drama) Geena Davis, %% The Notebook (2004, Romance) Rachel McAdams, James Garner, Ryan I
e 26 |142/1141236/ g chel McAdams, James Garner, Ryan Gosling. Madonna, Tom Hanks. Gosling. 30 That glrl 44 GOlf
3 Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [¥**%* Django Unchained (2012, Western) Christoph Waltz, Leonardo DiCaprio, Jamie Foxx. ¥ %% Django 31 Moth props
PARMT 0 241241 alf Men  |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men |Half Men Unchained Jamie Foxx. variet E|P 45 Elev
Around (N) [Pardon (L) [SportsCenter (L) (N) NBA (L) (N) [NBA Basketball Miami Heat at Boston Celtics From TD Garden |NBA Basketball Golden State Warriors at Sacramento Kings SportsCe- y . .
ESPN 31501401206 (N) in Boston. (L) (N) From Golden 1 Center in Sacramento, Calif. (L) (N) nter () (N) | 32 Pool stick LIe| 46 Pro vote
ESPN2 32 | 54 [143[209|Football  |Baseball [Daily Wager (L) (N) Countdown |College Football Florida Atlantic at Charlotte (L) (N) |SportsCenter (L) (N) iSportsCenter (L) (N) Baseball
Live on the Line The Rally (N) The Card |Destinat- [Focused |In the Football |Pregame |NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Vancouver Canucks From Rogers |Blues Post. 33 Hearty EIN 47 Walker!
FSMW 33| 418671 Life Atlanta|ion Polaris Spotlight |(N) ((N)  |Arena in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. (L) (N) o) dish N1 on a sign
NASCAR Xfinity Racing Series Dead |9-1-1 "Desperate Times" [9-1-1 "Desperate 9-1-1 "Peer Pressure”  [9-1-1 "Defend in Place” |9-1-1 "Past Is Prologue” [9-1-1 "Outside Looking |9-1-1 O|D
UsA 341331105/242| o, 14515 250, Qualifying (L) (N) Measures" In" 34 Dye type 49 Arrest
35| 72 [182|278. Gold Rush "Hey Parker, |Gold Rush "Free Agent" [Gold Rush "The Rise of |Gold Rush (N) (05) Sea Gold Pressure mounts as a Nome-wide diver ~ |(:05) Mysteries of "The |Gold Rush 10-27

pisc It's Rick" Rick Ness" shortage forces Chris McCully into a dangerous solo dive. |Ruins of Troy" (N)

TLC 36 | 73 |183|280|Sister Wives Sister Wives Sister Wives 90 Day "More to Love: To Celebrate the Union" (N)[90 Day (N) [90 Day "That Last Text" [90 Day 90 Day Fiancé 10 |11

38| 77 1120|269 UnXplained "Secrets of |The UnXplained The UnXplained "Serial {The UnXplained The UnXplained "The  |(05) The UnXplained  |(05) The UnXplained  |(.05) The UnXplained

HIST the Immortals” "Mysteries of the Moon" |Killers" "Unnatural Nature" Mystery of Genius" “The Power of Gold" "Mysterious Structures” | "Unnatural Nature"

A&E 39 (134/118(265|The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "The Grudge" |(05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

0 1171851312 (4:00) ¥ A Christmas % Under the Christmas Sky (23, Romance) Ryan |¥ Christmas by Design (2023, Romance) % A Very Merry Bridesmaid (2021, Romance) | Christmas by
HALL Cookie Catastrophe  |Paevey, Andrew Bushell, Jessica Parker Kennedy. |Jonathan Keltz, David Pinard, Rebecca Dalton. (P) |Casey Deidrick, Frances Leigh, Emily Osment. Starlight
¥x*%* Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (2016, Fantasy) Rk Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald (2018, Fantasy) ¥%*% Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone

SYFY 4111351221244/ 5 herine Waterston, Dan Fogler, Eddie Redmayne. Katherine Waterston, Dan Fogler, Eddie Redmayne. ('01) Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, Daniel Radcliffe.

8BS 43 [130[139]247|Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang |%¥% Norbit ('07) Eddie Murphy. [:55) ¥%* Boo! A Madea Halloween Tyler Perry. [(55) % Ride Along ("14) Ice Cube.
44 |131/138|2a5 (3:45) ¥%% Man of Steel ("13) Amy |(45) ¥*% Wonder Woman 1984 (2020, Action) Chris Pine, Kristen Wiig, Gal Gadot. All Elite Wrestling: ¥x%% The Suicide Squad (2021, Action) Idris

T Adams, Henry Cavill. Ramy (N) Elba, John Cena, Margot Robbie.

(330 % An  [¥%%% The Lost Boys (1987, Horror) Corey Haim, ¥%%% Poltergeist (1982, Horror) JoBeth Williams, Beatrice Creepshow (N) (:10) Fear the Walking |(:10) ¥% A Haunted

AMC 4 1311254 American ... | Diane Wiest, Jason Patric. Straight, Craig Nelson. Dead "Anton" House (P)

oM 41 107]249[Seinfeld  [Seinfeld [South Park[South Park [South Park [South Park [South Park [South Park [South Park [South Park |South Park [South Park [South Park [South Park [South Park [South Park

(@:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L) [NHRA NHRA Nevada SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling WWE Friday Night

Fst 486411501219 (N) Nationals, Qualifying (N) |Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr... |Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr.. | SmackDown

WGN 53 307|The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) [Banfield (N) iCuomo Dan Abrams Live

WE 57 128]260](430) Law  [Law "Faccia a Faccia”  [Law & Order "Divorce™ [Love After "Unhappy Father's Day™ [Love After "Seeing Redd" (N) Love After Lockup "Seeing Redd”  [Keke Wyatt's World

FOOD 59 [153[110[231|Diners  [Diners [Diners |Diners [Diners Diners Diners [Diners Diners (N) [Diners [Diners Diners [Diners [Diners Diners [Diners

BRAVO 60 [140129(237|¥*** The Karate Kid ('84) Noriyuki "Pat" Morita, Ralph Macchio. ¥ The Karate Kid Part 11 (89) Ralph Macchio. ¥ % The Karate Kid ('84) Ralph Macchio.
NICK 68 170(299/(4:00) ¥ Dr. Seuss' the Lo... ¥ %% Despicable Me 2 ('13) Steve Carell. ¥ % The LEGO Batman Movie ('17) Will Amett. Friends Friends  [Friends Friends Friends
DISN 69 | 30 [172(290|Ladybug  |Kiff Kiff Big City  |Big City  [Big City  |Mickey and Kiff Kiff Kiff Ladybug [Ladybug [Villains _[Villains Bluey Bluey
eReerorRM |70 | 32 [180/311 Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy|Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy |[Family Guy|Family Guy|Family Guy [The 700 Club Ihe Ihe
301 300501 (4:20) % AKA Mr. Chow |(:55) ¥ Father Figures (17, Com) (:50) ¥ %% The Legend of Bagger Vance (2000, Drama) Matt |Real Time With Bill Real Time With Bill (:05) ¥%* Reindeer
Heo (2023, Documentary) Owen Wilson, Glenn Close, Ed Helms. |Damon, Charlize Theron, Will Smith. Mabher (L) (N) Maher Games ('00) Ben Affleck.
(4:25) $% % Blown Away ('94) Tommy |(:25) ¥%% The Hunted ('03) Benicio |¥%* Push ('09) Dakota Fanning, (:50) ¥4 Ex Machina (2014, Sci-Fi) Oscar Isaac, |(:40) ¥*%% Frank Miller's Sin City
MAX 325 310/515] e Jones, Lloyd Bridges, Jeff Bridges. |del Toro, Tommy Lee Jones. Camilla Belle, Chris Evans. (P) Alicia Vikander, Domhnall Gleeson. ('05) Devon Aoki, Jessica Alba.
351851318 (3:40) ¥ (:25) % Fear the Night (2023, Action) |¥%* Bodies Bodies Bodies ('22) [(35) % B...A... ('22) Tunde Laleye, % Vindicta ('23) Jeremy Piven, Sean [¥ Mafia Mamma ('23) Monica
sHow 51(851|318/545\ Mafia Ma... Kat Foster, Travis Hammer, Maggie Q. |Maria Bakalova, Amandla Stenberg.  |Me'lisa Sellers, Teon Kelley. Astin, Elena Kampouris. Bellucci, Toni Collette.
7 % Crawlspace ('22) Bradley Stryker, |% Snag (2023, Action) Jaime Camil, [%%% Brick Mansions ('14) David Rk Snipes (2001, Thriller) Zoe Saldana, Nelly, ~|(:25) %% Jade ('95) Linda Fiorentino,
™C 375(859|327|553 jqnifer Robertson, Henry Thomas. Jonny Beauchamp, Ben Milliken. Belle, RZA, Paul Walker. Sam Jones III. Chazz Palminteri, David Caruso.
M - Mediacom A -Adamswells D1-Dish D2
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NCAA investigators interview head coach Jim -High School Calendar
Harbaugh'’s staff about sign-stealing scheme

By LARRY LAGE
AP Sports Writer

ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP)
NCAA investigators interviewed
members of Michigan football coach
Jim Harbaugh’s staff Thursday about
a sign-stealing scheme, a person famil-
iar with the governing body’s visit told
The Associated Press.

The investigation has rocked the
undefeated and second-ranked Wolver-
ines on their march toward a potential
spot in the College Football Playoff.
The interviews were confirmed by the
person who spoke to the AP on condi-
tion of anonymity because no one was
authorized to speak publicly about the
details.

The NCAA inquiry was triggered
by an outside firm’s investigation,
which turned up videos of and docu-
mented plans and budgets for imper-
missible scouting of opponents. The
Washington Post reported the firm
obtained computer drives maintained
and accessed by multiple Michigan
coaches.

The firm presented evidence to the
NCAA and suggested Connor Stalions,
a low-level staffer who has been sus-
pended by Michigan, was not the only
person on staff aware of the scheme,
according to the report. A second per-
son with knowledge of the situation
confirmed to the AP that a firm provid-
ed the NCAA with evidence, including
photographs, videos and documents,

that initiated the association’s investi-
gation.

That person told AP on Thursday
the NCAA has not shared any evidence
from the scouting case with Michigan
officials or school attorneys.

It was unclear who hired the firm to
investigate Michigan.

Harbaugh, who is facing unre-
solved NCAA violations in a separate
case tied to recruiting, has denied any
knowledge or involvement in imper-
missible scouting of opponents.

In January, offensive co-coordina-
tor Matt Weiss was put on leave amid
an investigation regarding unauthor-
ized computer access at Schembechler
Hall, where the coaching staff has
offices and the team practices. Uni-
versity Deputy Police Chief Melissa
Overton said Thursday the department
has partnered with the FBI on the
Weiss investigation, adding it is not
related to the sign-stealing investiga-
tion

The Wolverines (8-0, 5-0 Big Ten)
have won consecutive conference
championships and reached the play-
off semifinals each of the last two sea-
sons. Michigan’s next game is Nov. 4
at home against Purdue.

The NCAA does not directly ban
the stealing of signs, but there are
rules against using electronic equip-
ment to record an opponent’s signals
and in-person, advanced scouting of
future opponents in season. There are

also rules against unsportsmanlike or
unethical activities by coaches, and
head coaches are generally considered
to be responsible for violations that
occur under their watch.

Stalions appeared to be purchas-
ing tickets to the games of Michi-
gan opponents and sending people
to obtain video of the sideline sig-
nals used for calling in plays. There
are images and video from Michigan
games over the past two seasons with
Stalions on the sideline, standing near
Wolverines coaches. Stalions was
hired in 2022 as part of the recruiting
staff.

Multiple Big Ten schools have
found records of tickets being pur-
chased to their games in Stalions’
name over the past three seasons,
and records show tickets purchased
in Stalions’ name to the last two SEC
championship games.

According to the Post, the investi-
gative firm told the NCAA that cell-
phone videos from the games were
uploaded to a computer drive accessed
by Stalions and other Michigan assis-
tants and coaches, though there was
no evidence presented to the NCAA
directly linking Harbaugh to the
scheme.

The scandal has revived a desire by
many coaches for the NCAA to clear the
way for technology to be used for coach-
ing staffs to communicate with players on
the field, as is done in the NFL.

Goaltending, defense lets Jets over Red Wings

DETROIT (AP) —
Nikolaj Ehlers and Kyle
Connor scored in the first
period and Connor Helle-
buyck made 35 saves, lead-
ing the Winnipeg Jets to a
4-1 win over the Detroit Red
Wings on Thursday night.

“I know this was kind of
a hometown game for him,
but he was big for us,” Jets
interim head coach Scott
Arniel said of Hellebuyck, a
Michigan native. “He looked
like he was rock solid and
made the stops when we
needed them, especially in
the last 10 minutes.”

Red Wings head coach
Derek Lalonde agreed.

“I think probably look
back analytically at the
underlying numbers, they’ll
say it was an even game,
maybe a little in our favor,”
Lalonde said. “(Hellebuyck)

was the difference tonight.”

The Jets have won three
straight and improved to
6-4-0 in their last 10 visits to
Detroit.

“We obviously had a
pretty tough start to the
season, but it isn’t like we
didn’t like our game, even
the ones we lost,” Ehlers
said. “We did like most of
what we were doing and we
just needed to continue to
play that way.”

Ehlers opened the scor-
ing with his first goal of
the season at 16:28 of the
first period. Just over a min-
ute later, Connor added his
team-leading fifth goal at
17:30. Mason Appleton and
Nino Niederreiter (empty
net) scored in the third peri-
od.

“They jumped on us a
little in the second and third,

but we weathered the storm,
and then we got a timely
goal and it took the wind
out of their sails a little bit,”
Appleton said.

Lucas Raymond scored
at 3:18 of the second period
for Detroit. Dylan Larkin
and defenseman Moritz
Seider assisted on the goal.
James Reimer finished with
28 saves.

“I thought we had looks
all game,” Raymond said.
“I think that’s the next step
we need to take as a team to
be able to win these games,
the tight ones in the third
period. I think we played a
solid game. We had chances
to score three-four goals.”

The assist was Seider’s
100th point in 172 career
games. He is the third-fast-
est Red Wings defenseman
to reach 100 points behind
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BASKETBALL
NBA

Wednesday’s Games
Indiana 143, Washington 120
Orlando 116, Houston 86
Charlotte 116, Atlanta 110
Boston 108, New York 104
Toronto 97, Minnesota 94
Miami 103, Detroit 102
Cleveland 114, Brooklyn 113
Oklahoma City 124, Chicago 104
New Orleans 111, Memphis 104
Sacramento 130, Utah 114
Dallas 126, San Antonio 119
L.A. Clippers 123, Portland 111

Thursday’s Games
Milwaukee 118, Philadelphia 117
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Denver at Memphis, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Miami at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
New York at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Cleveland 7:30

Houston at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Toronto at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Brooklyn at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Utah, 9:30 p.m.
Golden State at Sacramento, 10

p.m.
Orlando at Portland, 10 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Chicago at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Memphis at Washington, 7 p.m.
New York at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Indiana at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Miami at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Utah at Phoenix, 10 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Denver at Oklahoma City, 3:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Milwaukee, 7 p.m.
Golden State at Houston, 7 p.m.
Portland at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento, 9 p.m.
San Antonio at L.A. Clippers, 9 p.m.

FOOTBALL
NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East

WL T Pct PF PA

Miami 51 0 .833223156

Buffalo 6 3 0 .667 222136

N.Y.Jets 3 3 0 .500 113 119

New England2 5 0 .286 101177
South

WL T Pct PF PA

Jacksonville5 2 0 .714 173 146

Houston 3 3 0 .500 135113

Indianapolis3 4 0 .429 178 191

Tennessee 2 4 0 .333 104 117
North

WL T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 5 2 0 .714 171 97

Cleveland 4 2 0 .667 134 115

Pittsburgh 4 2 0 .667 103127

Cincinnati 3 3 0 .500 100 127
West

WL T Pct PF PA

Kansas City6 1 0 .857 178 105

LasVegas 3 4 0 .429 112161

L.A. Chargers2 4 0 .333 144 155

Denver 2 5 0 .286 148217

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East

WL T Pct PF PA

Philadelphia5 1 0 .833 155124

Dallas 4 2 0 .667 154100

Washington 3 4 0 .429 140 190

N.Y.Giants 2 5 0 .286 85174
South

WL T Pct PF PA

Atlanta 4 3 0 .571 115133

TampaBay 3 4 0 .375 121128

New Orleans3 4 0 .429 133127

Carolina 0 6 0 .000 112186
North

WL T Pct PF PA

Detroit 52 0 .714 174151

Minnesota 3 4 0 .428 151152

GreenBay 2 4 0 .333 130132

Chicago 2 5 0 .286 158188
West

WL T Pct PF PA

San Francisco52 0 .714 201 109

Seattle 4 2 0 .667 144 118

LA Rams 3 4 0 .429 155141

Arizona 16 0 .143 127182

Thursday’s Games

Tampa Bay at Buffalo, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Atlanta at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Houston at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Dallas, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
New England at Miami, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Philadelphia at Washington, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Baltimore at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Cincinnati at San Francisco, 4:25

m.
Kansas City at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
Chicago at L.A. Chargers, 8:20 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Las Vegas at Detroit, 8:15 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 2
Tennessee at Pittsburgh, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 5
Miami vs Kansas City at Frankfurt,
DEU, 9:30 a.m.
Arizona at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Chicago at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Houston, 1 p.m.
Washington at New England, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Carolina, 4:05 p.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia, 4:25 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Las Vegas, 4:25 p.m.
Buffalo at Cincinnati, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Denver, Jacksonville, Detroit,
San Francisco
Monday, Nov. 6
L.A. Chargers at N.Y. Jets, 8:15 p.m

BASEBALL
MLB

Postseason Baseball Glance
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(Best-of-7)

National League

(All Games on TBS)

Arizona wins series 4-3 over Phila-
delphia

Monday, Oct. 16: Philadelphia 5,
Arizona 3

Tuesday, Oct. 17: Philadelphia 10,
Arizona 0

Thursday, Oct. 19: Arizona 2, Phila-
delphia 1

Friday, Oct. 20: Arizona 6, Philadel-
phia 5

Saturday, Oct. 21: Philadelphia 6,
Arizona 1

Monday, Oct. 23: Arizona 5, Phila-
delphia 1

Tuesday, Oct. 24: Arizona 4, Phila-
delphia 2

WORLD SERIES

(Best-of-7)

(All Games on Fox)

Friday, Oct. 27: Arizona at Texas,
8:03 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 28: Arizona at Texas,
8:03 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 30: Texas at Arizona,
8:03 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 31: Texas at Arizona,
8:03 p.m.

x-Wednesday, Nov. 1: Texas at Ari-
zona, 8:03 p.m.

x-Friday, Nov. 3: Arizona at Texas,
8:03 p.m.

x-Saturday, Nov. 4: Arizona at Texas,
8:03 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Boston 76 0 11322 11
Detroit 852 113 24
Toronto 75 2 01027 21
TampaBay 8 4 2 21029 24
Montreal 742 1 922 24
Florida 6 33 0 617 18
Ottawa 73 4 0 627 24
Buffalo 73 4 0 619 22

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Philadelphia 7 4 2 1 9 24 18
N.Y.Rangers6 4 2 0 8 19 13
Columbus 7 3 2 2 820 23
Carolina 84 4 0 831 35
N.Y.Islanders6 3 2 1 7 16 19
NewdJersey 6 3 2 1 7 24 23
Pittsburgh 7 3 4 0 6 21 20
Washington 6 2 3 1 513 23

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Colorado 7 6 1 012 28 16
Dallas 641 1 917 15
Winnipeg 7 4 3 0 824 24
Minnesota 7 3 3 1 727 31
Arizona 6 33 0 616 15
Nashvile 7 3 4 0 620 19
St. Louis 52 2 1 513 15
Chicago 725 0 414 21

Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Vegas 77 0 01428 13
Vancouver 6 4 2 0 8 23 15
LosAngeles 6 3 2 1 7 27 22
Anaheim 7 3 4 0 6 18 20
Seattle 82 4 2 618 28
Calgary 724 1 517 28
Edmonton 6 1 4 1 3 17 28
SanJose 7 0 6 1 1 8 29

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point
for overtime loss. Top three teams in
each division and two wild cards per con-
ference advance to playoffs.

Wednesday’s Games

Washington 6, New Jersey 4

Thursday’s Games

Tampa Bay 6, San Jose 0

Winnipeg 4, Detroit 1

Pittsburgh 4, Colorado 0

Montreal 4, Columbus 3, OT

Carolina 3, Seattle 2, OT

Anaheim 4, Boston 3, OT

Philadelphia 6, Minnesota 2

N.Y. Islanders 3, Ottawa 2

Toronto 4, Dallas 1

N.Y. Rangers at Edmonton, late

St. Louis at Calgary, late

Friday’s Games

Chicago at Vegas, 6 p.m.

Buffalo at New Jersey, 7 p.m.

Minnesota at Washington, 7 p.m.

San Jose at Carolina, 7 p.m.

Los Angeles at Arizona, 10 p.m.

St. Louis at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games

Anaheim at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.

Seattle at Florida, 6 p.m.

Detroit at Boston, 7 p.m.

N.Y. Islanders at Columbus, 7 p.m.

Ottawa at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.

Toronto at Nashville, 7 p.m.

Winnipeg at Montreal, 7 p.m.

Vegas at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

Sunday’s Games

Colorado at Buffalo, 1 p.m.

Minnesota at New Jersey, 5 p.m.

San Jose at Washington, 5 p.m.

Calgary vs. Edmonton at Common-
wealth Stadium, 7 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Thursday’s Transactions
BASEBALL

HOUSTON ASTROS — Announced
CINCINNATI REDS — Claimed OF
Bubba Thompson off waivers from
Kansas City.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Sent INFs
Irving Lopez and Juniel Querecuto and
RHP Kyle Leahy outright to Memphis.
RHP Casey Lawrence and LHP Andrew
Suarez have elected free agency.

Reed Larson (139 games)
and Nicklas Lidstrom (160
games).

Seider, who has six
assists in five career games
against the Jets, is the fourth
Detroit defenseman to reach
100 points before his 23rd
birthday, joining Larson,
Steve Chiasson and Lid-
strom.

Larkin extended his sea-
son-opening point streak to
eight games, with four goals
and 11 assists.

Jets coach Rick Bowness
is on a leave of absence after
his wife suffered a seizure
on Sunday. Judy Bowness
is out of the hospital and at
home recovering. Arniel, the
associate coach, is serving
as interim head coach.

UP NEXT

Red Wings: At Boston on

Saturday night.

THURSDAY, OCT 26

No events scheduled

FRIDAY, OCT 27

FOOTBALL: (sectional semi-final) Eastbrook at Bluffton, 7
p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT 28

CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): Bluffton at State final meet
host by Indiana State University (LaVern Gibson), 12 p.m.

Stolen bases, batting
up, game times down
in first postseason
with MLB’s new rules

By RONALD BLUM
AP Baseball Writer

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — Stolen bases and batting
averages are up and game times are down in the first post-
season with the pitch clock and larger bases.

There have been an average of 1.4 steals per game
through the League Championship Series, up from 0.8
through last year’s LCS. The Arizona Diamondbacks, who
play the Texas Rangers in the World Series beginning Fri-
day, lead all postseason teams with 1.6 steals per game.

“It’s our identity now,” said Arizona’s Christian Walk-
er, tied for the team lead with four steals in 12 postseason
games. “It’s contagious. You want to be a part of it. You
want to be in mix. You want to be out there creating chaos
and havoc on the bases.”

The overall postseason batting average has climbed from
213 to 241, and the batting average for left-handed hitters
has risen from 217 to .244 in the first year with defensive
shift limits, although with the small sample size, any chang-
es may be an aberration.

The average game time is 3 hours, 2 minutes, a decrease
from 3:22 for nine-inning games during the first three
rounds of the 2022 postseason and from 3:40 in 2021
through the LCS.

Just seven pitch-clock violations have been called
through 36 postseason games.

Stolen base attempts are up significantly, rising from 1.1
per game to 1.6. The success rate has climbed from 77.8%
to 84.5%.

For Rangers rookie Evan Carter, second on his team with
three steals, the limit of two disengagements for a pitcher
during a plate appearance has boosted steals. Once a pitcher
has thrown over twice, a third pickoff without an out would
result in a balk.

“Just the fact that in the back of the pitcher’s head they
know that I could be going just kind of messes with them
enough to be able to kind of gain an advantage,” he said.

The postseason figures follow a regular season in which
the average time of nine-inning games dropped from 3:04 to
2:40, its lowest since 1985.

MLB, over the objections of the players’ association,
instituted a pitch clock set at 15 seconds with the bases
empty and 20 seconds with runners on base. The postsea-
son average of one violation per five games was down from
one per four games in the final month of the regular season,
which overall averaged just under one per two games.

Changes included the introduction of 18-inch square
bases, up from 15 inches, which reduced the distance
between first and second, and second and third, by 4 1/2
inches.

F1's booming business
to be exploredina
CNBC documentary

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

Formula One fanatics will get more behind-the-scenes
access to the global motorsports series through a new
CNBC documentary that explores the business aspects of
the highest form of racing in the world.

The documentary “Inside Track: The Business of Formu-
la 1 *“ will debut Nov. 16 on CNBC ahead of the inaugural
Las Vegas Grand Prix. The Las Vegas race is a third stop in
the United States this season as F1 has expanded through
North America behind a burst of popularity sparked by Net-
flix’s own docudrama on the series.

While the “Drive To Survive” series on Netflix focuses
on the competitors and the drama of F1, the CNBC one-
hour documentary will analyze the finances, revenue, and
expansion of the series, as well as the role of sponsors.

CNBC anchor and documentary host Sara Fisen said the
the program is a “true passion project for me.”

“I was initially drawn to F1 because my two young chil-
dren love the sport, but once we started watching the races
together, I realized there was something undeniably fas-
cinating from a business perspective that demanded a full
exploration of the sport as it reaches new heights in Ameri-
ca,” Eisen said.

She said the program will explore how the business of F1
“stands firmly at the intersection of sports, technology and
culture.”

Eisen will take a closer look at attendance, viewership,
and market value, as well as next month’s Las Vegas race
that is being promoted by F1. Eisen reports from four differ-
ent F1 venues and had access to Liberty Media CEO Greg
Maffei, who discusses the series’ growth since Liberty took
over the commercial rights in 2017.

Eisen also interviewed F1 CEO Stefano Domenicali, as
well as team leaders from Red Bull, Mercedes, McLaren
and Haas, and drivers Lewis Hamilton, Kevin Magnussen
and Nico Hulkenberg. She delves into engineering, revenue
sharing agreements and Red Bull’s recent domination and
its effect on competition and viewership.
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Be Summer Ready

The Best On The Water.
Loud & Clear!
«Sound Systems for boats

Powerful Sound For
OFF-Road Adventure

*RV’s +Golf Carts «ATV's

(260) 724-2276

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
[re-womm— ¥ block west of U.S. 27 North

PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!”
260-824-9149

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

Dlscontmued
Closeout Tires

Service with a Smile!

—— AND GET THE -—

4™ FOR *1

LULLE
Dooagy

1791 North Main « Bluffton « 260.824. 1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

cHRYSLER

Barry Scott Mark Foreman Marion Wells
Service Manager

y=yy Hiday Motors

1743 N. Main St., Bluffton » 824-0900

Service Consultant  Service Consultant




This Week's

Garage
Sales

% Alip & Save
&8/

SKIP'S GARAGE SALE
1316 W. Central Ave., Friday 9
a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.
to ? $1 to $3 items, $1 boxes
(NO SORTING).

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Court Security Su-
pervisor. This position over-
sees the coordination of the
day-to-day operations for the
protection and security of the
Wells County Courthouse.
Must have college level cours-
es or work experience in su-
pervision or management, and
at least five (5) years of experi-
ence in law enforcement or
corrections, including experi-
ence with security measures
and devices. Must have at
least two (2) years of direct su-
pervisory experience. Must
pass background investigation
which may include but is not
limited to employment history
and criminal history check. 20-
year matrix salary range for a
Court Security Supervisor is
$43,682 - $52,774. Years of
service and experience will be
honored for a starting salary
up to five years in the pay ma-
trix. Deadline for Pre-applica-
tion submission is no later than
November 10, 2023. Apply at
www.wellscountysheriff.com
under "Job Opportunities". A
full job description will also be
listed on the website for re-
view.

OTR DRIVERS: TRANSPORT
Oversize loads inc. windmill
components. Opportunity for
contracted lane to California to
Texas and return. Personal-
ized dispatch, great pay with
weekly direct deposit, excel-
lent health, disability, life ins.,
401K, and well-maintained
equipment. Must have a good
Class A CDL record and 3
years in a like profession.
Sycamore Specialized Carri-
ers, 3400 Engle Road, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
A

ATTE NTION:Q’

JAMES 5

JACKSON

GENERAL

JACKSOMN COMPA

CONTRACTOR

JOIN THE BEST- HIRING
SKILLED CARPENTERS
With our continued growth,
we're looking for highly
skilled carpenters with at
least 4-5 years experience in
commercial or residential
construction. Experience
with rough & finish carpentry,
framing or concrete forming
required. James S. Jackson
has a great team of profes-
sionals, is well established,
provides benefits and is look-
ing for career-minded team
members right now. Highly
competitive pay, paid time
off, health insurance and
matching 401k are all part of
the package. Please send
resume or request an appli-
cation at
hireme@jjacksonco.com
www.jjacksonco.com

Lottery Numbers

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 07-23-24-28-
36

Cashd4Life — 22-30-32-
43-51, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday —
02-03-04-12-14-18-22-27-
34-35-39-51-55-58-61-63-
64-68-72-79, BE: 64

Daily Three-Midday —
07-09-06, SB:01

Daily Three-Evening —
00-08-04, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday —
06-02-06-03, SB: 01

Daily Four-Evening —
02-02-08-01, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening
— 04-06-14-15-16-20-21-
23-27-33-40-41-44-48-58-
59-60-62-77-78, BE: 40

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $41.7 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Friday): $137 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Saturday): $125 million

OWNER/OPERATORS:
TRANSPORT Oversize loads
inc. windmill components. Op-
portunity for contracted lane to
California to Texas and return
if you have a 4-axle unit that is
California legal. Personalized
dispatch, great pay with week-
ly direct deposit, FSC, bobtail
and OCC/ACC insurance
available. Must have a good
Class A CDL record, 3 years in
a like profession, and DOT
certified equipment. Sycamore
Specialized  Carriers, Inc.,
3400 Engle Road, Ft. Wayne,
IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
Eec;ruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
A

LOCAL DRIVER: LOCAL
pickup or delivery and trans-
port in Ft. Wayne area of both
legal and oversized loads. Per-
sonalized dispatch, great pay
with weekly direct deposit, ex-
cellent health, disability, life
ins., 401K, and well-main-
tained equipment. Must have a
good Class A CDL record and
3 years in a like profession.
Sycamore Specialized Carri-
ers, Inc., 3400 Engle Road, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46809, Phone:
260-478-6377 ext 340 or
recruiting@sycamoretrkg.com
(A)

Place a three day, garage sale,
line classified ad and receive
a free garage sale kit!

ORDINANCE 1599
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
TITLE 2, CHAPTER 2.04, OF THE
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF BLUFFTON, INDIANA

WHEREAS, the Common
Council (“Council”) of the City
of Bluffton, Indiana (“City”) has
authority under the Acts of the Indi-
ana General Assembly to make
all necessary regulations for the
preservation of the rights, property,
health, safety and welfare of its citi-
zens;

WHEREAS, the Council has
discussed changing the meeting
dates for the Council to schedule
regular meetings on the first and
third Tuesdays of each month, to
commence at 5:30 p.m., as well as
other provisions of Title 2, Chapter
2.04 of the City’s Municipal Code in
order to bring the Code up to date;

WHEREAS, the Council now
finds that the interests of the citi-
zens of the City would be best
served by amending Title 2, Chap-
ter 2.04 of the City’s Municipal
Code, to, among other items there-
in addressed, schedule regular
meetings of the Council on the first
and third Tuesdays of each month
to begin at 5:30 p.m.

WHEREAS, Exhibit A attached
to this Ordinance depicts the
amendments and changes to be
made to Title 2, Chapter 2.04.

WHEREAS, the Council desires
that the changes made by this
Ordinance as to the time for the
regular Council meetings not begin
until January 1, 2024.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
ORDAINED BY THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BLUFFTON, INDIANA, AS FOL-
LOWS:

Section 1: Title 2, Chapter
2.04 of the City’s Municipal Code
of Ordinances is hereby amended
and replaced in its entirety with
“Exhibit A” attached to this Ordi-
nance.

Section 2: All prior Ordinances
which conflict with this Ordinance
are hereby repealed.

Section 3: This Ordinance
shall take effect immediately upon
adoption by the Common Council,
approved by the Mayor and publi-
cation as required by law. Provided,
however, the change in the meet-
ing time for regular meetings of the
Council shall not take effect until
January 1, 2024.

Adopted by the Common Coun-
cil of the City of Bluffton, Indiana,
17th day of October, 2023, by the
following vote:
AYES 4, to-wit:
Rick Elwell
Scott Menzer
Janella Stronczek
Josh Hunt

ABSENT 1, to-wit:
Chandler Gerber
Mayor John S. Whicker,
Presiding Officer

NAYS 0, to-wit:

ATTEST:
Tamara D. Runyon,
IAMC, MMC, CPFA
City Clerk-Treasurer
Presented by me to the Mayor
of the City of Bluffton, Indiana, at
6:30 o’clock p.m. on the 17th day of
October, 2023.
Tamara D. Runyon,
IAMC, MMC, CPFA
City Clerk-Treasurer
Approved by me on the 17th
day of October, 2023.
Mayor John S. Whicker
EXHIBIT A
To Ordinance No. 1599
CHAPTER 2.04 ADMINISTRA-
TIVE ORGANIZATION OF CITY
2.04.010 ORGANIZATION
The Government of the City
of Bluffton shall consist of five (5)
branches, as follows:
A. Executive Branch, LC. §
36-4-5;
B. Legislative Branch, LC. §
36-4-6;
C. Fiscal Branch, LC. § 36-4-

10;
D. Judicial Branch, LC.§
33-10.1-1.3; and
E. Statutory Boards and Com-

missions

2.04.20 EXECUTIVE BRANCH

The City Executive Branch is
hereby established and shall con-
sist of the Mayor, the Board of Pub-
lic Works and Safety, the Depart-
ment of Law, and any other boards
or commissions established by
ordinance or resolution, each with
the appropriate powers and duties
as designated in this Code, the
enabling ordinance or resolution, or
by the State Legislature.

2.04.21 MAYOR

The Mayor is the City execu-
tive and the head of the Executive
Branch. He or she shall faithfully
perform the duties and responsi-
bilities as set out in LC. § 36-4-5 as
well as all other applicable statutes

SPECIAL!

Earn Extra Cash by selling
your “Unwanteds”!
A 20-word, line classified
ad is $5 for 5 Days!
For Sale ltems Only.
Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner office at
125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224, or
classifieds.news-banner.com
P I L |
JOHN DEERE X475, 23 hp

Kawasaki, 54 Inch hydraulic
blade, 54 inch mower, never
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SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

CONNECT TO THE best wire-
less home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G
and 4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and
data plans up to 300 GB. Call
855-430-1496 (1)

3

©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty: % % % %

Services

MILLER'S U-STOR We have
clean, secure storage units
available. Various sizes.
260-824-4141. Miller U-Stor,
1118 W. Silver, Bluffton, IN.

Public Notices

of the State of Indiana.

2.04.22 BOARD OF PUBLIC
WORKS AND SAFETY

There is hereby established a
Board of Public Works and Safety
within the Executive Branch. The
Board shall be the chief administra-
tive body of the City and shall have
control of the day-to-day operations
of the following executive depart-
ments, which are hereby estab-
lished:

A. Police Department,

B. Fire Department,

C. Utilities Department (con-
sisting of the acquisition of electri-
cal power and the maintenance
of a distribution system, sewage
collection and disposal system,
the waterworks system, and storm
water maintenance and control),

D. Street Department, and

E. Building Department.

2.04.23 DEPARTMENT OF
LAW

There is hereby established a
Department of Law pursuant to 1.C.
§ 36-4-9-11 and 12, consisting of
the City Attorney. The City Attorney
shall represent all departments,
boards and commissions operat-
ing on behalf of the City and he or
she shall be a licensed, practicing
attorney, admitted to and in good
standing with the Indiana Bar, and
a resident of Wells County. Deputy
attorneys shall be employed as
needed. The appointed City Attor-
ney may be an employee of the
City or an independent contractor,
as determined by the Mayor under
Section 2.04.025.

2.04.24 POWERS AND
DUTIES

Subject to the appropriation
power of the Common Council, the
above and foregoing departments
shall have the ability to hire such
employees, and purchase or con-
tract for such materials or services,
as the Board of Public Works and
Safety or other governing board or
commission deems necessary to
perform their public functions.

2.04.25 APPOINTMENT TO
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
AND SAFETY OR DEPARTMENT
HEAD

The members of the Board of
Public Works and Safety are the
Mayor and two persons who shall
be chosen by the Mayor in accor-
dance with the law of Indiana and
who shall serve at his or her plea-
sure. The Chiefs of Police, the
Chief of the Fire Department, and
the heads of the Department of
Law, Utilities, Building Department,
Street Department are appointed
by the Mayor and serve at his or
her pleasure.

2.04.30
BRANCH

The Legislative Branch of the
City of Bluffton is the Common
Council. The Common Council
shall have exclusive authority to
adopt ordinances and resolutions,
appropriate tax monies received
by the City, and to perform other
necessary and desirable legislative
functions.

2.04.31 CLERK OF THE
COUNCIL

The Clerk-Treasurer shall be
the Clerk of the Council and shall
perform the duties prescribed by
I.C. § 36-4-6-9 and such other
duties as the Council may direct,
and shall prepare the memoran-
dum of the Council meeting pursu-
ant to the requirements of IC 5-14-
1.5-4.

2.04.32 REGULAR MEETING
DATE, TIME AND PLACE; SPE-
CIAL MEETINGS

The Common Council shall hold
its first meeting of the year on the
first Tuesday in January. Thereaf-
ter, the regular meeting date, time
and place for the Common Coun-
cil shall be at 5:30 o’clock P.M.
on the first and third Tuesday of
each month in the Common Coun-
cil Chambers in the City Building,
unless proper notice of a regular
meeting provides for a different
time and/or location. Provided,
however, if the immediately preced-
ing meeting of the Board of Public
Works and Safety is not concluded
by 5:30 p.m., the regular meet-
ing of the Common Council shall
commence upon the conclusion of
the meeting of the Board of Public
Works and Safety. Special meet-
ings of the Common Council shall
be held when called by the Mayor
or as provided by the rules of the
Common Council.

2.04.33 PRESIDING OFFICER
OF THE COUNCIL

The Mayor or, in the absence
of the Mayor, the president pro
tempore of the Council shall be the
presiding officer of the Council pur-
suant to I.C. § 36-4:6-8 and meet-
ings shall be conducted pursuant
to the applicable statutes: I.C. §§

LEGISLATIVE

36-4-6-10 through 36-4-6-17, and
in accordance with the following
rules:

A. Order of Business: The
order of business to be followed at
the meeting of the Common Coun-
cil shall be as follows:

1. Call to order and roll call,

2. Invocation,

3. Reading, if not previously
circulated among the Council mem-
bers, and approval of minutes of
the previous meeting,

4. Unfinished business,

5. New business, including
introduction of ordinances and res-
olutions,

6. Comments from Council
members or citizens,

7. Adjournment.

B. Contempt and Disorder in
Council Room: No person shall use
violent or contemptuous language,
behave in a disorderly, disrespect-
ful or boisterous manner, or other-
wise refuse to obey the orders of
the Mayor or presiding officer in
the Council room while the Council
is in session. The Mayor or presid-
ing officer may order the removal
from the Council room anyone who
disturbs the decorum of a Council
meeting.

C. Introduction and Adoption
of Ordinances and Resolutions:

1. All proposed ordinances
shall be delivered to Council mem-
bers, together with a copy of the
agenda for the meeting at which
the ordinance is to be introduced at
least seventy-two (72) hours prior
to the meeting, except in situations
in which an emergency exists or
other circumstances prevent deliv-
ery prior to the meeting. The failure
to deliver a proposed ordinance to
the Council seventy two (72) hours
prior to the meeting does not, by
itself, void the ordinance if the
Council adopts the proposed ordi-
nance at the meeting at which the
ordinance was introduced following
the procedure required by the fol-
lowing Subsection 2.

2. A majority of all elected
Council members constitutes a
quorum. To be considered, all
ordinances must be introduced
at a meeting of the Council. If the
ordinance was not presented to
the Council members at least
seventy-two (72) hours prior to the
meeting, the ordinance must be
read not less than one time before
being considered for final passage.
This reading must take place at the
meeting at which the ordinance
was introduced. A majority vote of
the elected Council members at a
meeting at which a quorum exists
is required to pass an ordinance,
unless a greater vote is required
by Indiana law. An ordinance may
be introduced and passed on the
same day if the following procedure
as provided in LC. §36-4-6-13 is
followed: A quorum of the Council
is present; Council members pres-
ent must unanimously consent to
consider the ordinance; and two-
thirds (2h) of all elected Council
members must vote to adopt the
ordinance.

3. Resolutions shall be sub-
ject to the same rule in the method
of introduction as ordinances, but
may be considered and adopted
at the meeting at which the resolu-
tion was introduced upon one vote
receiving the approval of a major-
ity of the Council members present
at a meeting at which a quorum of
Council members are present.

4. On final passage of any
ordinance, the ayes and nays shall
be entered in the record, and the
ordinance shall be processed in
accordance with LC. §§ 36-4-6- 14
through 36- 4-6-17.

5. This shall be the proce-
dure for adoption of ordinances and
resolutions by the Council unless
Indiana law requires a different pro-
cedure.

D. Questions of Order: The
Mayor or presiding officer shall
decide all questions of order pur-
suant to the rules set forth in this
ordinance, or where this ordinance
does not provide for said question
of order, according to Robert Rules
of Order.

E. Suspension of Rules:
The Presiding Officer may change
the order of business from that as
required in 2.04.033 A.

5. Abstentions: Abstentions
from voting, except in situations
where the abstention results from
a Council member’s determina-
tion, made and announced prior
to the vote, that he or she will not
vote on the question due to a con-
flict of interest, will be recorded as
such, and will not be counted in
the tallying of the vote unless it is
necessary to break a tie, in which
case an abstention will be consid-
ered a nay vote. Abstentions result-
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Services

SWITCH TO DISH and get up
to a $300 gift card! Plus get the
Multisport pack included for a
limited time! Hurry, call for de-
tails: 1-855-551-9764 (1)

ing from conflicts of interest will not
be considered in determining the
vote. Abstentions will not affect the
determination of a quorum.

2.04.34 COMMON COUNCIL

The Common Council shall be
comprised of five (5) members, four
(4) of whom are elected from dis-
tinct districts and one (1) of whom
is elected by the voters of the City
at large. Redistricting of council
districts shall be done in 1982 and
every ten (10) years thereafter in
accordance with LC. §§ 36-4-6-4
and 36-4-6-5. Commencing with
the election to be held in 2023 for a
Common Council to be seated Jan-
uary |, 2024, the Common Council
shall be comprised of seven (7)
members, five (5) of whom are to
be elected from distinct districts
and two (2) of whom are to be
elected by the voters of the City at
large.

2.04.50 FISCAL BRANCH

The Clerk-Treasurer is the fis-
cal officer of the City and the head
of the fiscal branch. He or she shall
perform the duties assigned by LC.
§ 36-4-10 and such other duties as
the Common Council may, by ordi-
nance, require.

2.04.51 APPOINTMENT OF
CITY CLERK EMPLOYEES

The Clerk-Treasurer is here-
by authorized, pursuant to LC. §
36-4-11-4, to appoint deputies and
employees as authorized by the
Common Council. Such deputies
or employees shall work under the
exclusive direction of the Clerk-
Treasurer and serve at the plea-
sure of the Clerk-Treasurer.

2.04.52 WORKING RELA-
TIONSHIPS - CITY CLERK

The Clerk-Treasurer shall fur-
nish space within his or her office
for the financial, administration and
other records of the City. The vari-
ous deputy clerks or other employ-
ees of the Clerk-Treasurer needed
to manage the bookkeeping and
administrative requirements of
the Clerk-Treasurer’s office as
authorized by the Council shall be
appointed by the Clerk-Treasurer.
The deputy clerks serve at the
pleasure of the Clerk-Treasurer.

2.04.53 WORKING RELA-
TIONSHIPS- CITY UTILILTIES

The Director of Utilities shall fur-
nish space within his or her office
for the administration and records
of the City’s utility departments.
The various utility clerks needed
to manage the bookkeeping and
administrative requirements of
the utilities department shall be
appointed and compensated by the
Board of Public Works and Safety.
The utility clerks serve at the plea-
sure of the Board of Public Works
and Safety.

2.04.060 JUDICIAL BRANCH

There is hereby established
effective January I, 1984, a City
Court of Bluffton to be headed and
operated by a City Judge elected
and seated pursuant to LC. §
33-10.1-1-3.

CHAPTER 2.20 STATUTORY
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

2.20.010 PARKS AND RECRE-
ATION BOARD

There is hereby established a
Park and Recreation Board estab-
lished pursuant to LC. § 36-10-3
and having the power, duties and
responsibilities as set forth therein.

2.20.020 DEPARTMENT OF
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

There is hereby established a
Department of Economic Develop-
ment consisting of the Economic
Development Commission orga-
nized under LC. § 36-7-12 and hav-
ing the powers, duties and respon-
sibilities as set forth therein.

2.20.030 THE DEPARTMENT
OF REDEVELOPMENT

The Department of Redevelop-
ment, as established by Ordinance
No. 1248, passed August 22, 2006,
is hereby confirmed. The Depart-
ment of Redevelopment shall con-
sist of a Redevelopment Commis-
sion to be organized under and
shall possess the powers enumer-
ated in LC.§ 36-7-14 and 25.

2.20.040 POLICE PENSION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

There shall be a Police Pen-
sion Board of Trustees to perform
certain duties prescribed by LC.
§ 36-8-6 (1925 Fund) and LC. §
36-8-8 (1977 Fund) concerning the
statutory pensions of city police.

2.20.050 FIREFIGHTERS
PENSION BOARD OF TRUSTEES

There shall be a Firefighters’
Pension Board of Trustees to per-
form certain duties prescribed by
LC. § 36-5-7 (1925 Fund) and LC.
§ 36-8-5 (1977 Fund) concerning
the statutory pensions of city fire-
fighters.

nb 10/27
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NOTICE OF EXECUTION OF
THIRD AMENDMENT TO LEASE
Pursuant to action previously
taken by the Board of Education
of Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan
School District (the “School Cor-
poration”), a Third Amendment to
Lease (the “Third Amendment”)
between the School Corpora-
tion and Bluffton-Harrison Middle
School Building Corporation (the
“Building Corporation”) was exe-
cuted and entered into on October
25, 2023. The Third Amendment
covers the site of the proposed
renovation of Bluffton High School
in Bluffton, Indiana. A copy of the
Third Amendment is on file in the
Administration Building of the
School Corporation, 805 East Har-
rison Street, Bluffton, Indiana, and
is available for inspection during
normal business hours.
Dated this 27th day of October,
2023.
/sl Secretary,
Board of Education
Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan
School District
nb 10/27
hspaxip

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
TO CREDITORS
ESTATE NO.
90C01-2310-EU-000045
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF

WELLS COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that
KAYLA R. MERRIMAN AND CODY
M. MERRIMAN WERE on the 19th
day of October, 2023, appointed as
Personal Representatives of the
ESTATE OF NILS M. MERRIMAN,
deceased, who died on the 21st
day of September, 2023.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
Office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after decedent’s death, whichever
is earlier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

DATED AT BLUFFTON, INDI-
ANA, THIS 19th DAY OF October,
2023.

Beth Davis
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT FOR WELLS
COUNTY, INDIANA
nb 10/27, 11/3
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Sheriff Sale File Number:
90-23-0024-SS
Date & Time of Sale: Wednes-
day, December 13, 2023 at 1:00
P.M

Sale Location: Wells County
Courthouse, First Floor, 102 W
Market St, Bluffton, IN

Judgment to be Satisfied:
$93,891.28

Cause No:
MF-000003

Plaintiff: Nationstar Mortgage
LLC

Defendants: Keevan Loomis,
United States of America acting
through The Rural Housing Ser-
vice or successor agency, United
States Department of Agriculture,
Snow & Sauerteig LLP and Bluffton
Health System LLC

TO THE OWNERS OF THE
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES

By virtue of a certified copy of
a decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Superior/Circuit Court of
Wells County, Indiana, requiring
me to make the sum as provided
for in said Decree with interest and
cost, | will expose at public sale
to the highest bidder, at the hour
of 1:00 PM of said day as listed
above, at 1615 W Western Ay,
Bluffton IN, fee simple of the whole
body of Real Estate in Wells Coun-
ty, Indiana: THE SOUTH HALF
(1/2) OF LOT NUMBERED 190 AS
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED ON
THE RECORDED PLAT OF TH
TOWN. NOW CITY OF BLUFE-
TON. WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA.

Together with rents, issues,
income and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without relief
from valuation or appraisement
laws. This Notice shall also rep-
resent service of Notice of Sale of
the above-described real estate
upon the owners, pursuant to
requirements of IC 32-29-7-3.

Scott Holliday,
Sheriff of Wells County

Township of property location:
Harrison

Common street address of
property: 227 W South St, Bluffton,
IN 46714

Property tax ID: 90-08-04-539-
128.000-004

Attorney: Scott A. Hale

Attorney Number: 35534-64

Law Firm: DOYLE & FOUTTY,
P.C.

Ogontact Number: (317) 264-

90C01-2304-

The sheriff’'s office does not
warrant the accuracy of the com-
monly known street address. It
is the buyer’s responsibility to
research the legal description and
associated legal filings.

PLEASE SERVE:

Keevan Loomis

510 W Dustman Rd, Apt 36

Bluffton, IN 46714

MANNER OF SERVICE: Certi-
fied Mail

Brian Irvin

5400 Federal Plaza, Suite 1500

Hammond, IN 46320

MANNER OF SERVICE: Certi-
fied Mail

Occupant(s) of 227 W South
St, Bluffton, IN 46714
227 W South St
Bluffton, IN 46714
MANNER OF SERVICE: Sher-
iff
DOYLE & FOUTTY, P.C.ISA
DEBT COLLECTOR
nb 10/20, 10/27, 11/3
hspaxip
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Armed police surround home in search
for suspect in fatal shooting of 18 in Maine

LEWISTON, Maine
(AP) — Heavily armed
police surrounded a home
Thursday as they searched
for a U.S. Army reservist
who authorities say killed
18 people and wounded
13 in a mass shooting at a
bowling alley and a bar in
Lewiston, Maine.

“You need to come out-
side now with nothing in
your hands. Your hands
in the air,” police shouted
through a megaphone out-
side the home owned by sus-
pect Robert Card's relative
near the town of Bowdoin.

Dozens of law enforce-
ment officials had descend-
ed on the property, with
extended announcements
calling for Card and any-
one in the home to come out
into the driveway. In most
instances when police exe-
cute warrants — even for
suspects wanted for violent
crimes — they move quick-
ly to enter the home.

“The announcements
that are being heard over a
loudspeaker are standard
search warrant announce-
ments when executing a
warrant to ensure the safety
of all involved,” state police
spokesperson Shannon
Moss said. “It is unknown
whether Robert Card is
in any of the homes law
enforcement will search.”

Hundreds of law enforce-
ment agents, including doz-
ens of FBI agents, have been
hunting for Card, a 40-year-
old reservist with a his-
tory of mental health issues,
since Wednesday night's
shootings at a bowling alley
and a bar that sent panicked
patrons scrambling under
tables and behind bowling
pins and gripped the entire
state of Maine in fear.

Schools, doctor's offices
and grocery stores closed
and people stayed behind
locked doors in cities as far
away as 50 miles from the
scenes of Wednesday night's
shootings in Lewiston.

President Joe Biden
ordered all U.S. flags to be
flown at half-staff as con-
dolences poured in from
around the nation and at
home, including from
Maine native and author
Stephen King, who called
it “madness.” The attacks
stunned a state of only 1.3
million people that has
one of the country's lowest
homicide rates: 29 killings
in all of 2022.

Card is considered armed
and dangerous and should
not be approached, authori-
ties said at a news confer-
ence. Card underwent a
mental health evaluation in
mid-July after he began act-
ing erratically while with
his reserve regiment, a U.S.
official told The Associated
Press.

Earlier, police had not
said if they have seen
Card since the shootings at
Schemengees Bar and Grille

and at Just-In-Time Recre-
ation, a bowling alley about
4 miles away. The Andro-
scoggin County Sheriff's
Office released two photos
of the suspect walking into
the bowling alley with a
rifle raised to his shoulder.

Investigators also haven't
said what weapon or weap-
ons Card used in the shoot-
ings or how he obtained
them.

Earlier Thursday near
the Card property near
Bowdoin, about 15 miles
from Lewiston, several FBI
agents and other heavily
armed officers gathered. A
military-style vehicle and a
white van arrived as a heli-
copter hovered overhead and
someone repeatedly yelled,
“FBI! Open the door!” Sev-
eral loud bangs were heard a
short time later.

A telephone number list-
ed for Card in public records
was not in service. A woman
who answered a phone
number for one of Card's
relatives said Thursday
afternoon the family was
helping the FBI. She didn't
give her name or additional
details.

The Canada Border Ser-
vices Agency issued an
“armed and dangerous” alert
to its officers stationed along
the Canada-U.S. border.

Maine Gov. Janet Mills
promised to do whatever
was needed to find Card
and to “hold whoever is
responsible for this atrocity
accountable ... and to seek
full justice for the victims
and their families.”

Eight murder warrants
were issued for Card after
authorities identified eight
of the victims, police said.
Ten more will likely be
issued once the names of
the rest of the dead are con-
firmed, said Maine State
Police Col. William Ross.

Three of the 13 people
wounded in the shootings
were in critical condition
and five were hospitalized
but stable, Central Maine
Medical Center officials
said.

The attack started at Just-
In-Time Recreation, where
a children's bowling league
was taking place, just before
7 p.m. Wednesday. One
bowler, who identified him-
self only as Brandon, said
he heard about 10 shots,
thinking the first was a bal-
loon popping.

“I had my back turned to
the door. And as soon as I
turned and saw it was not a
balloon — he was holding a
weapon — I just booked it,”
he told the AP.

Brandon said he scram-
bled down the length of the
alley, sliding into the pin
area and climbing up to hide
in the machinery.

Less than 15 minutes
after the shooting began,
numerous 911 calls started
coming in from Schemen-
gees, which was offering 25

Z
)

Public

OCTOBER 27 - 8 a.m. - Secured creditors & various consign-
ors, owners. 815 Adams St., Decatur. Truck & equipment auc-
tion. Live and online bidding. 700+ lots! 100+/- municipal units!
2012-2014 Freightliner M2106 box trucks, dump trucks, day
cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, bucket trucks, utility & semi trailers,
SUV’s, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pickups, 100+ various skid steer attach-
ments & more! Cargo & passenger vans, large group of Chevy
Impalas, Tahoes, Dodge Chargers, more! Selling absolute!
Accepting consignments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC,
Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 27 - (Online Only Auction) -
Michael & Jane Michaud, seller. Single story home situated on
4.55 Acres w/outbuildings. 3 bedroom and 2 full bathrooms with
1,880 square foot and an attached 2 car garage, 1791 W 1000 S,
Warren. Pat Carter & Nick Huffman, sale managers. The Steffen
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 29 - (Online Only Auction) - Har-
vey E. & Wilma D. King, seller. H&D Repair Center & Body
Shop retirement auction. Automotive & body shop equipment,
pickup truck, tractor, car, Rotary Lift 9,000-Ib. capacity 2-post
hydraulic lift, mower. Sale manager, Patrick Carter, The Steffen
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING NOVEMBER 5
STARTING AT 4 PM EST - Randy Rossman, owner and mul-
tiple consignors. Online only consignment auction. 1,000+ lots!
Featuring furniture, household items, collectibles, antiques, tools,
guns, & much more! Auction preview: Nov. 2, 3-5 p.m., 812 EIm
St., Decatur. Pick up times: Nov. 6, 1-6 p.m. & Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-
noon, 3 pick up locations in Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

NOVEMBER 5-NOVEMBER 12 - (Online Only) - Kipfer Fam-
ily, seller. New Holland TL90 diesel tractor, International 706
gas tractor, 1984 Case Model 444 garden tractor, 2008 Miller
250 Bobcat welder generator, Pilot 24-volt fork lift charger, Mara-
thon, Shell, other gasoline plastic signs, Fenton, Lladro, Carnival,
Vaseline, Royal Dalton, RS Prussia glassware, antique & mod-
ern furniture. Preview: Nov. 2 from 3 p.m.-6 p.m. and Nov. 9 from
3 p.m.-6 p.m., 6345 W 200 S-1, Bluffton. Sale manager, Patrick
Carter, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.
com.

DECEMBER 5 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m. ET. (Online) - Farm: Goodwin
Trust. Property location: 2 miles north of Markle, IN at the inter-
section of N Marzane Road and W 800 N. 157.3+/- total acres,
136.9+/- tillable, 12.2+/- CRP, 8.2+/- non-tillable. Prime farmland,
tillable, CRP, Wells County, Union Township. Soil types: Pewamo
silty clay loam, Glynwood clay & silt loam, Del Rey-Blount silt
loams, Glynwood-Mississinewa clay loam. WAPI: 133.5 corn bu,
40.2 soybeans bu. Halderman Real Estate & Farm Management,
800-424-2324, halderman.com, Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181.

percent discounts to custom-
ers who work in the bar or
restaurant industry.

Patrick Poulin was sup-
posed to be at the bowling
center with his 15-year-old
son, who is in a league that
was practicing Wednesday.
They stayed home, but he
estimates there were prob-
ably several dozen young
bowlers, ages 4 to 18, along
with their parents, in the
facility. Poulin's brother was
there, he said, and shep-
herded some of the children
outside when the shooting
began.

“He's pretty shook up,”
Poulin said Thursday. “And
it's just sinking in today,
like, wow, I was very close
to being there. And a lot of
the people that got hurt, I
know.”

April Stevens lives in the
same neighborhood where
one of the shootings took
place. She turned on all her
lights overnight and locked
her doors. She knew some-
one killed at the bar and
another person injured who
needed surgery.

“We're praying for every-
one,” Stevens said through
tears.

Authorities launched a
multistate search for Card
on land and water. The
Coast Guard sent out a
patrol boat Thursday morn-
ing along the Kennebec
River, but after hours of
searching, they found “noth-
ing out of the ordinary,” said
Chief Petty Officer Ryan
Smith, who is in charge of
the Coast Guard's Boothbay
Harbor Station.

A car believed to belong
to Card had been discovered
by a boat launch in the town
of Lisbon near the Andro-
scoggin River, which con-
nects to the Kennebec, and

Public Notices

TO THE OWNERS OF THE
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

Sheriff Sale File number:
90-23-0023-SS
Date & Time of Sale: Wednes-
day, December 13, 2023 at 1:00
m

Sale Location: Wells County
Courthouse First Floor, 102 W
Market St, Bluffton, IN

Judgment to be Satisfied:
$102,216.96

Cause Number: 90D01-2209-
MF-000032

Plaintiff: SPECIALIZED LOAN
SERVICING LLC

KENDRA D MILLER Defen-
dant: and AKA KENDRA D
STIMPSON, ET.AL.

By virtue of a certified copy of
a decree to me, directed from the
Clerk of Superior/Circuit Court of
Wells County Indiana, requiring me
to make the sum as provided for
in said DECREE, with interest and
cost, | will expose at public sale to
the highest bidder at the date, time
and location listed above, the fee
simple of the whole body of Real
Estate, a certain tract or parcel of
land described as follows:

LOT NUMBERED 76 AS
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED ON
THE RECORDED PLAT OF OLD
CREEK ADDITION, SECTION
TWO, AS ADDITION TO THE CITY
OF BLUFFTON, AS RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 26,
OF THE RECORDS OF WELLS
COUNTY, INDIANA.

Commonly Known as: 1502
RIDGEWOOD LN, BLUFFTON, IN
46714

Parcel No. 90-08-10-502-
076.000-004

Together with rents, issues,
income and profits thereof, this
sale will be made without relief
from valuation or appraisement
laws. In accordance to the require-
ments of IC 32-29-7-3, this Notice
shall also represent service of
Notice of Sale of this real estate
upon the owners.

* An entire Sheriff’'s Sale may
be cancelled due to inclement
weather or other county emergen-
cies. If the entire Sheriff’'s Sale
is cancelled, each parcel will be
cancelled. Each parcel will be
assigned to the next available sale
(normally 2 months from original
sale). This will allow compliance
with Indiana Code concerning
posting, publication, and serving
time frames. Also, new Sheriff’s
Sale fees will be assessed and
the parcels will be automatically
re-advertised. The plaintiff will be
responsible for the new fees and
advertising costs.

Matthew C. Gladwell,

Plaintiff's Attorney

Attorney No. 30493-49

Reisenfeld & Associates LPA
LLC

3962 Red Bank Road

Cincinnati, OH 45227

(513) 322-7000

Atty File#: 30493-49

Scott Holliday, Sheriff
By: Krista Markley,
Phone: 260/824.3426
Harrison Township

The Sheriff’s Department
does not warrant the accuracy
of the commonly known address
published herein.

PLEASE SERVE:

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.

SERVE HIGHEST OFFICER
FOUND

135 NORTH PENNSYLVANIA
STREET, SUITE 1610

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46204

ANDREW R STIMPSON
1502 RIDGEWOOD LN
BLUFFTON, IN 46714

KENDRA D MILLER AKA KEN-
DRAD STIMPSON
1502 RIDGEWOOD LN
BLUFFTON, IN 46714
nb 10/20, 10/27, 11/3
hspaxip

Card's 15-foot boat remains
unaccounted for, Smith said.

A bulletin sent to police
across the country after the
attack said Card had been
committed to a mental
health facility for two weeks
this past summer after
“hearing voices and threats
to shoot up” a military base.

A U.S. official said
Card was assigned to sup-
port training with the Army
Reserve's 3rd Battalion,
304th Infantry Regiment
in West Point, New York,
when commanders became
concerned about him.

State police took Card to
the Keller Army Communi-
ty Hospital at West Point for
evaluation, according to the
official, who was not autho-
rized to publicly discuss
the information and spoke
to The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity.
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THE MATTRESS + FURNITURE STORE

E}E WVppreCiate)ourSuppor&Business!

Hours: Mon. - Tues. 10-6 - Thurs. - Fri. 10-6  Sat 10-3
915 N. Main St., Ste. D - Bluffton
260.353.1099 - themandfstore.com
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STRONGHOLDGLASS

AUTO = COMMERCIAL = HOME
-Your One Stop Glass Shop-

Heavy Glass Shower Doors « Auto Glass « Vinyl Windows,
Custom Mirrors as well as Commercial Work
www.strongholdglasslic.com « 1325 West Wiley, Bluffton « 260-824-4715

Thank you for reading
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STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- e
Home Healthcare. ||\I|IM| NAELA

As your guide through R
the “Medicaid Planning”

process, Swearingen

Elder Law will provide

LJ Mechanical LLC

Commercial and Residential

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs

Showers - Fix Leaks

Licensed and Insured

i

the right path to both
Seamless protect your life savings
u re- o G““ers and receive the quality of
. care we all deserve.
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters
Leaf Protection Systems

Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW

B INDIANA FARM

! [ o

. BUREAU INSURANCE"

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Medicaid Planning

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place e« Bluffton, IN
Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Free Estimate on
Metal Roofing
& More

260-273-9776
Genesis

Pest Services
Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

X

.Home Remodel and Repair

9

==\

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

Locally
Owned

[#REpair Bowed Basement Walls THURSDAY -
Foundations repaired Dollar Off Drinks
Floor joist repair or replaced (Excludes Pop)
Concrete - Doors
Windows - Painting WEDNESDAY - .KARAOI.(E
Tile « Small Jobs Welcome M
Text me at 260-301-1269 Follow us on E3 for our Events.
Jim Baker 123 S Jonnson ST. »824-0455

J&F Wood Wormné‘

Custom Cabinet
New Construction
Remodel &

Wood
Working of
Any Kind.

MOVING?
DOWNSIZING
SIIIIII'I' ON SPAI:I-:"

10X10 $45
10x20 $65

South Side

Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

o OFFIcE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market » Bluffton, IN

ASSISTING IN:
« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

« Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

 Flack

s soclales

Jerry

AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

« Maintenance Free
- All Ground-level

« Private Entrances
« Water Included

260824.5280 -

For those 62 + or

Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

A-1 U-Stor
Q Safe & Secure

Self Storage
= 824-1846

*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com =X
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

g:rsg;:-d. regardless '3%?;;0:“:1 sc;rn1e; :f
B &
Primary 260-223-4276  Free

Contracting, LLC Estimates

Decks ¢ Garages * Pole Barns * Siding * Remodeling

Metal and Shingle Roofing * Storm Damage *Trim Wood Working and more!

222 N. Wayne St.,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist © Melinda Daniels, RN

Owner - Edwin Wickey ~ COMPETITIVE RATES!
We Carry P d CBD Qil! H
A Zap Electric, Inc.
B Warren Pharmacy 260-824-2927
(260)375-2135 <> Commercial-Industrial-Residential
Nature’s Sunshine Distributor| |24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican | FREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

For as little as

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER EJV(AA/, %.’

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

$ 1 . you can keep your name in the public eye!
PER ISSUE Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224
or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is
Tues., Oct. 24!




