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A frustrated board of health
By HOLLY GASKILL

While the Wells County Health Board continues to strug-
gle to fill open positions, the department’s normal activities, 
such as responding to public health complaints, have been 
constrained by directives from the Wells County Commis-
sioners. 

During the health board’s meeting Thursday morning, 
board members revisited the ongoing issue of understaff-
ing in the department. Marlene Hoag, interim administrator, 
advised there has been little progress regarding hiring for 
multiple reasons. 

Firstly, Hoag said there has not been clarity with the 
advertisement of the position she currently occupies. Before 
retiring last fall, Hoag’s technical title was deputy admin-
istrator and vital records clerk. While Hoag advised that 
administrative responsibilities and vital records should be 
two full-time positions, she told the board that commission-
er feedback regarding the postings has been unclear.

“As I’ve said before, a year ago — I’m not out there to 
be hired,” Hoag said. “It’s not that it’s rocket science and 

there’s nobody that can be hired for this position, it’s just 
a lot of on-the-job training. Public health is forever chang-
ing.”

That being said, Hoag has hired a part-time vital records 
clerk, Sahara Wall, to fill the position that opened in August. 
Hoag said she has not had any promising applications for 
the environmental specialist (septic) position, which has 
been vacant since June, or the part-time medical assistant 
position.

“It just seems unfair to me, that you folks who are han-
dling this burden (of work), are also expected to find your 
own replacements,” stated Dr. Mary Donley, health board 
member. “Isn’t that the job of the county commissioners? 
Are you getting support? Are they helping with the search 
or is it just being dumped on the board to handle this prob-
lem that is not the board’s responsibility?”

Hoag responded that it’s been common practice for 
individual offices to search for their replacements. Donley 
repeated her question, “Are they doing enough to help?”

Health Department leaders struggle to fill open positions and deal with 
both the public and commissioners

From fences to pathways
Barricades went up Thursday to block access to three 
downtown alleyways in preparation of upcoming work to 
transform the alleys into “Downtown Pathways,” a proj-
ect of Bluffton NOW! Mike Lautzenheiser, Jr., leader of 
the group focused on downtown Bluffton improvements, 
said the transformations. “A mix of pedestrian walkways 
and gatherings spots” are slated to be completed by early 
March 2024. The north-south alleys affected include the 
one shown above in the 100 East block between Perry 
and Market streets. The second is in the 200 East block 
between Perry and Market; the third alley being trans-
formed is next to the American Legion post between East 
Walnut and Washington streets. (Photo by Mark Miller)

Halloween 
spiders are 

busy
Halloween decora-

tions are popping 
up all over the 

area as the “deco-
rating spiders” 

have been hard at 
work preparing for 

fall seasonal dis-
plays. This large 
spider web and 

witch are residing 
at the corner of 

East Washington 
and South Scott 

streets for the rest 
of the “spooky” 

season. (Photo by 
Barbara Barbieri)

Biden: support for 
Israel, Ukraine is 
‘vital’ for U.S. security

By CHRIS MEGERIAN 
and SEUNG MIN KIM 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-

dent Joe Biden declared it is “vital 
for America’s national security” 
for Israel and Ukraine to succeed 
in their wars, making the case 
Thursday night for deepening U.S. 
involvement in two unpredictable 
foreign conflicts as he prepared to 
ask for billions of dollars in mili-
tary assistance for both countries.

If international aggression is 
allowed to continue, Biden said in 
a rare Oval Office address, “con-
flict and chaos could spread in 
other parts of the world.”

“Hamas and Putin represent 
different threats,” Biden said. “But 
they share this in common. They 

both want to completely annihilate 
a neighboring democracy.”

He said he would send an 
urgent funding request to Con-
gress, which is expected to be 
$105 billion for the next year. The 
proposal, which will be unveiled 
on Friday, includes $60 billion 
for Ukraine, much of which is for 
replenishing U.S. weapons stock-
piles that have already been pro-
vided.

There’s $14 billion for Israel, 
$10 billion for humanitarian efforts, 
$14 billion for managing the U.S.-
Mexico border and fighting fen-
tanyl trafficking and $7 billion 
for the Indo-Pacific region, which 
includes Taiwan. The proposal was 
described by three people familiar 

Attorneys for Indiana man leave case

By ISABELLA VOLMERT 
Associated Press

FORT WAYNE, Ind. (AP) — The 
trial for an Indiana man charged in the 
killings of two teenage girls is expect-
ed to be delayed after his defense attor-
neys withdrew from the case Thursday 
amid questions about security of evi-
dence.

Special Judge Fran Gull said dur-
ing a scheduled hearing that Richard 
Allen’s attorney Andrew Baldwin 
made an oral motion to withdraw 
Thursday afternoon. Gull said she 
expects Allen’s other attorney, Bradley 
Rozzi, to submit a motion to withdraw 
in writing in “the next couple of days.”

“We’ve had an unexpected turn of 
events,” Gull said.

Allen, 51, was arrested in October 
2022 and charged with two counts 
of murder in the 2017 slayings of 
13-year-old Abigail Williams and 
14-year-old Liberty German. He has 
pleaded not guilty to the charges and 
his trial was scheduled for January.

Messages left at Baldwin’s and 
Rozzi’s offices were not immediately 
returned Thursday afternoon.

A relative of one of the teenagers — 
known as Abby and Libby — dropped 
them off on Feb. 13, 2017, at a hiking 
trail near their hometown of Delphi, 
about 60 miles northwest of Indianap-
olis. They were reported missing that 
evening after they didn’t show up at a 
meeting place to be picked up. Their 
bodies were found the next day in a 

rugged, heavily wooded area near the 
trail.

The killings have haunted Del-
phi, a city of about 3,000 where Allen 
worked at a drugstore, and the case has 
been closely watched in the state and 
nationwide.

Gull originally ordered Thursday’s 
hearing to discuss future court pro-
ceedings and dozens of media per-
sonnel and other onlookers gathered, 
anticipating a rare update in the case. 
But it was effectively canceled by the 
attorneys’ withdrawal.

Allen was not brought into the 
courtroom.

Gull said she will ask to appoint a 
new public defense attorney for Allen 

Their departure comes amid questions of evidence security; Richard Allen is 
charged in the killings of two teenage girls in Delphi 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

Powell: Slower growth may be needed to conquer inflation
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fed-

eral Reserve Chair Jerome Pow-
ell said Thursday that inflation 
remains too high and that bringing 
it down to the Fed’s target level 
will likely require a slower-grow-
ing economy and job market.

Powell noted that inflation has 
cooled significantly from a year 
ago. But he cautioned that the 

economy is growing faster than 
the Fed had expected and could 
continue to keep inflation elevat-
ed. As a result, the Fed chair said, 
it’s not yet clear whether inflation 
is on a steady path back to the 
Fed’s 2 percent target.

“We certainly have a very resil-
ient economy on our hands,” Pow-
ell said in a discussion at the Eco-

nomic Club of New York. “Many 
forecasts called for the U.S. econ-
omy to be in recession this year. 
Not only has that not happened; 
growth is now running for this 
year above its longer-run trend. So 
that’s been a surprise.”

Powell’s comments echoed 
speeches from other Fed officials 
this week, which have under-

scored that they are grappling with 
an unusual and unexpected devel-
opment: Inflation is slowing even 
while economic growth and hiring 
have been robust.

In its drive to tame inflation, the 
Fed has raised its key rate 11 times 
since March 2022 to about 5.4 per-
cent, its highest level in 22 years. 
Though inflation has tumbled 

from its peaks of last year, it still 
has further to go to reach the Fed’s 
2 percent inflation target . Doing 
so is likely to require slower eco-
nomic growth.

If the healthy economic expan-
sion and hiring endure, Powell 
said Thursday, the central bank 
might have to further raise its 

(Continued on Page 2)



benchmark rate. The Fed’s 
long series of rate hikes 
have raised the costs of auto 
and home loans, credit card 
borrowing and business 
loans, imposing financial 
burdens on many house-
holds and companies.

At the same time, Powell 
suggested that the Fed might 
not have to impose anoth-
er hike, at least not soon, 
because of a spike in longer-
term bond rates. The rise in 
long-term rates has contrib-
uted to a jump in the aver-
age cost of a 30-year mort-
gage to nearly 8 percent. 
Higher long-term rates, 
coming on top of the Fed’s 
own short-term rate hikes, 
could help slow growth and 
cool inflation, thereby eas-
ing pressure on the Fed to 
hike further.

“That’s exactly what 
we’re trying to achieve,” 
Powell said.

“At the margin,” he said, 
“it could” mean the Fed 
won’t have to further raise 
rates.

Yet Powell also said there 
was no evidence that inter-

est rates are too high right 
now, a signal that he thinks 
the Fed could raise them 
further without causing a 
recession in the process.

Asked Thursday about 
the economy’s resilience 
despite the rate hikes, Pow-
ell suggested that inter-
est rates simply “haven’t 
been high enough for long 
enough.” Many economists 
expect that the Fed, even if 
it doesn’t raise its rate again, 
will keep them high for an 
extended period.

Last month, Fed offi-
cials predicted that they 
would impose one more rate 
hike before the end of the 
year. Economists and Wall 
Street traders expect the 
central bank to leave rates 
unchanged when it next 
meets in about two weeks.

Several recent economic 
reports have suggested that 
the economy is still growing 
robustly and that inflation 
could remain persistently 
elevated.

In September, hiring was 
much greater than had been 
expected, with the unem-
ployment rate staying near 

a half-century low. Strong 
hiring typically empow-
ers workers to demand 
higher wages, which, in 
turn, can worsen inflation if 
their employers pass on the 
higher labor costs by raising 
their prices.

Yet so far, Powell noted 
that wage growth has 
slowed. Other measures of 
the job market are also cool-
ing, a trend that could keep 
inflation contained. Indeed, 
even with solid economic 
growth, inflation has large-
ly decelerated: The Fed’s 
preferred measure of price 
changes eased to 3.5 per-
cent in September compared 
with 12 months earlier, 
down sharply from a year-

over-year peak of 7 percent 
in June 2022.

On Wednesday, Christo-
pher Waller, an influential 
member of the Fed’s gov-
erning board, suggested that 
the slowdown in inflation 
even as the economy has 
remained healthy is “great 
news” but also “a little too 
good to be true.” He noted 
that growth could either 
slow, helping cool inflation, 
or remain strong, fueling 
higher inflation and requir-
ing further rate hikes by the 
Fed to contain it.

“It is too soon to tell,” 
Waller said. “I believe we 
can wait, watch and see how 
the economy evolves before 
making definitive moves.”

with the details who insisted 
on anonymity before the offi-
cial announcement.

“It’s a smart investment 
that’s going to pay dividends 
for American security for 
generations,” Biden said.

Biden hopes that combin-
ing all of these issues into 
one piece of legislation will 
create the necessary politi-
cal coalition for congres-
sional approval. His speech 
comes the day after his high-
stakes trip to Israel, where he 
showed solidarity with the 
country in its battle against 
Hamas and pushed for more 
humanitarian assistance to 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.

Ahead of his address, 
Biden spoke with Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy to stress that the 
U.S. remained committed 
to backing Kyiv, the White 
House said. And a senior 
White House official said 
Biden continued to develop 
his remarks on Thursday 
after working with close 
aides throughout the week, 
including on his flight home 
from Israel. The official 
declined to be identified 
ahead of the president’s 
speech.

Biden faces an array of 
steep challenges as he tries to 
secure the money. The House 
remains in chaos because the 
Republican majority has been 
unable to select a speaker to 
replace Rep. Kevin McCar-
thy, who was ousted more 
than two weeks ago.

In addition, conservative 
Republicans oppose sending 
more weapons to Ukraine as 
its battle against the Russian 
invasion approaches the two-
year mark. Biden’s previous 
request for funding, which 
included $24 billion to help 
with the next few months of 
fighting, was stripped out of 
budget legislation last month 
despite a personal plea from 
Zelenskyy.

The White House has 
warned that time is run-
ning out to prevent Ukraine, 
which recently struggled to 

make progress in a gruel-
ing counteroffensive, from 
losing ground to Russia 
because of dwindling sup-
plies of weapons.

There will be resistance 
on the other side of the 
political spectrum when it 
comes to military assistance 
for Israel, which has been 
bombarding the Gaza Strip 
in response to the Hamas 
attack on Oct. 7.

Critics have accused Isra-
el of indiscriminately killing 
civilians and committing 
war crimes by cutting off 
essential supplies like food, 
water and fuel.

Bipartisan support for 
Israel has already eroded in 
recent years as progressive 
Democrats have become 
more outspoken in their 
opposition to the country’s 
decades-long occupation of 
Palestinian territory, which is 
widely viewed as illegal by 
the international community.

There are rumbles of dis-
agreement within Biden’s 
administration as well. Josh 
Paul, a State Department 
official who oversaw the con-
gressional liaison office deal-
ing with foreign arms sales, 
resigned over U.S. policy on 
weapons transfers to Israel.

“I cannot work in sup-
port of a set of major policy 
decisions, including rushing 
more arms to one side of the 
conflict, that I believe to be 
short-sighted, destructive, 
unjust and contradictory 
to the very values that we 
publicly espouse,” he wrote 
in a statement posted to his 
LinkedIn account.

Paul is believed to be the 
first official to have resigned 
in opposition to the adminis-
tration’s decision to step up 
military assistance to Israel 
after the Oct. 7 attack.

While visiting Tel Aviv 
on Wednesday, Biden told 
Israel that “we will not let 
you ever be alone.” How-
ever, he cautioned Israelis 
against being “consumed” 
by rage as he said the United 
States was after the Sept. 11 
attacks of 2001.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Health Department Weather
Friday, October 20, 2023

(24-hour observations at 9:32 p.m. Thursday)
High: 56; Low: 50; Precipitation: 0.40 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.37  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: A 50 percent chance of showers, mainly before 5 

p.m. Cloudy, with a high near 58. West wind 10 to 15 mph, 
with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Tonight: A slight chance of showers before 8 p.m., then 
a slight chance of showers after 2 a.m. Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 41. West wind 5 to 15 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 20 percent.

Saturday: A 40 percent chance of showers, mainly 
between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Partly sunny, with a high near 59. 
Southwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 38. 
Northwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 53.
Sunday Night: Patchy frost after 1 a.m. Otherwise, 

mostly clear, with a low around 31.
Monday: Widespread frost, mainly before 9 a.m. Other-

wise, mostly sunny, with a high near 58.
Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 44.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 69.
Tuesday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 54.
Wednesday: A 30 percent chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a high near 69.
Wednesday Night: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 53.
Thursday: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a 

high near 63.
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“(The commissioners) have said 
they would be receptive to whatever 
we throw at them,” said Lynn Blevins, 
public health nurse. 

Although no commissioners were 
present at Thursday’s meeting, they 
have been involved in health board 
conversations since the department had 
two full-time employees resign in June. 

However, the commissioners threat-
ened to remove a health board member 
in August, given what they perceived 
as a lack of action from the board. All 
members of the health board, which 
currently includes six of seven possible 
members, are appointed by the com-
missioners.

“It seems like you’re being tasked 
with an impossible job, and I think 
that’s unfair,” Donley continued.

“Public health is really strange right 
now,” Hoag said. “I’ve said for years, 
every time I hire somebody, I tell them, 
‘Health departments or public health is 
the red-headed stepchild.” 

“Much like you see so much with 
everything, when it’s needed — like 
during COVID — you know, we were 
superheroes for doing what we could 
… And we were praised for that, and it 
was much appreciated,” Blevins added. 
“But now we’re back (to where we 
were before). We’re not the favorites. 
We’re ‘government overreach.’”

Board member Steven Bales 
emphasized the job market has been 
difficult for every business and organi-
zation, not just healthcare. Blevins reit-
erated this — “It’s just a time of high 
demand and low supply.”

Although short-staffed, the depart-
ment has continued to field public 
health complaints. Hoag shared two 
recent complaints with the board 
Thursday, noting that the property 
owners had only recently received 
notice of their respective issues. She 
advised the delay came from the com-
missioners’ request for Dr. Kay John-
son, health officer, and themselves to 
be notified first.

“As background to all of this, what 

we identified was a need for bet-
ter internal communication with this 
board, especially with the commis-
sioners, based upon what happened 
several months ago with a particular 
inspection that just kind of morphed 
into all of this situation,” Johnson said, 
referring to a situation where Yergy’s 
State Road BBQ received differing 
recommendations during two health 
inspections in the last year. 

Johnson continued: “So, as we dis-
cussed it, at our end, I thought it was a 
good idea that if something were more 
than routine and we had to start looking 
at enforcement, or perhaps some puni-
tive action … we needed to involve 
this board and also the commissioners 
for input … The intent is not that we 
don’t know what we’re doing or don’t 
understand the code or what should be 
done to handle certain complaints, but 
to increase communication so we don’t 
get criticized or, you know, our heads 
taken off.”

“In these couple of instances, this 
has been going on four weeks now 
because we notified everybody and 
waited for a response before we moved 
ahead,” Hoag stated. “And that’s sad 
— three to four weeks.”

Bales responded that he “did not see 
the point” of going through this pro-
cess, given the county attorney reviews 
protocol and notices. He said it was 
worthwhile to keep communication 
open, but not every step needed the 
commissioners’ permission. 

“You’re saying we’ve held things 
back waiting for (the commissioners) 
to respond,” Bales said. “I don’t know 
why they would respond — they nor-
mally wouldn’t have to … They prob-
ably read it, and they’re aware of it, 
but they would probably assume you 
already went and sent things out.”

Hoag replied, “I agree with what 
you’re saying. It’s just (that) in the 
past, whenever we have acted upon a 
complaint, and the information goes 
differently to somebody else, then 
we’re the bad guy that nobody knew 
anything about that situation.”

“Then they need to change, not 
you,” Bales said. Hoag pointed at him 
and nodded, then replied, “We’re fol-
lowing what has been requested of us. 
I think (health board president) Chris 
(Esterling) can attest to that.”

Blevins and Johnson affirmed this, 
noting they wanted to avoid “unneces-
sary criticism.” 

Lewis Brown, superintendent of the 
Regional Sewer District, likened the 
situation to instances with former com-
missioners and septic issues, saying the 
interference “strips the health depart-
ment of any enforcement.”

Hoag added that officials, when 
breached with complaints, have 
jumped to criticize the health depart-
ment rather than seek more informa-
tion from the department. Furthermore, 
she said the “gray areas” of the Indiana 
Code should be left to legal authority. 

“It usually comes down to support 
to a resident over support to the health 
department,” Hoag stated.

All board members were present for 
the meeting. The next scheduled meet-
ing of the health board is 6:30 a.m. Dec. 
21 in the meeting room of the Wells 
County Carnegie Annex Building.

Other updates during Thursday’s the 
meeting included: 

• Blevins offered Naloxone training 
to all three local schools and will soon 
deliver doses to the Wells County Sher-
iff’s Office. He noted that October has 
provided particularly gruesome sta-
tistics for overdoses, with at least four 
suspected overdoses from individuals 
ages 14 to 23 within the first weekend 
of the month. Blevins did not have fur-
ther information regarding the outcome 
of those cases.

• Brown advised the RSD has 
encountered a delay in finishing 
Craigville connections. The RSD is 
also working on Kingsland and will 
request funding for Tocsin next year.

• Daniel Miller, environmental spe-
cialist in the food division, reported 
Ossian Days and Bluffton Street Fair 
had no notable issues.

holly@news-banner.com

and hopes to hold a planned 
hearing Oct. 31. But she said 
it won’t be possible to keep 
the Jan. 8 trial date she pre-
viously set.

“I don’t believe counsel 
will be prepared within the 
next couple of months to try 
a case of this magnitude in 
January,” she said.

Gull did not give any 
indication of why the 
defense attorneys withdrew 
from the case. However, a 
memorandum filed Thurs-
day by an attorney represent-
ing Baldwin said authorities 
are investigating three peo-
ple suspected as “dissemi-
nators” of information tied 
to the case. The document 
said Baldwin was not among 
them but was “betrayed” by 
a friend who had access to 
his office space.

The memorandum did not 

provide more detail but said 
Baldwin had since kept items 
related to the case “locked in 
a room or a locked fireproof 
file cabinet.”

Baldwin’s representation, 
David R. Hennessy, declined 
to comment further when 
reached by email.

“Attorney Baldwin did 
nothing wrong. He was 
snookered and abused,” 
Hennessy said in the memo-
randum.

Asked whether the agen-
cy is investigating improper 
access of case materials, an 
Indiana State Police rep-
resentative said it will not 
comment and cited a gag 
order on the case.

Gull issued the order in 
December 2022, barring 
attorneys, law enforcement 
officials, court personnel, the 
coroner and the girls’ family 
members from commenting 

on the case to the public 
or the media in any form, 
including social media. 
Prosecutors had sought the 
order, citing intense public 
scrutiny and media attention. 
Gull was brought in as a 
special judge to oversee the 
case after a Carroll County 
judge recused himself.

Court documents released 
in June said that the teens’ 
“wounds were caused by 
a sharp object,” the first 
time authorities have indi-
cated how they died. Those 
documents also included a 
filing by prosecutors that 
said Allen confessed mul-
tiple times to the killings 
in a phone call to his wife, 
which was later transcribed 
by authorities.

Allen’s attorneys argued 
in court documents filed 
in September that the girls 
were killed by members 

of a pagan Norse religion 
and white nationalist group 
known as the Odinists as 
part of a ritual sacrifice. The 
prosecutor overseeing the 
case dismissed the theory as 
a “fanciful defense” made 
for social media.

The defense also said 
in a court filing that law 
enforcement lied or omit-
ted information to obtain a 
search warrant for Allen’s 
house, the Journal & Courier 
reported.

Carroll County Pros-
ecutor Nicholas McLe-
land denied those claims 
in a separate filing. He also 
wrote that when investiga-
tors obtained the search war-
rant in October 2022 they 
believed there was a chance 
Allen “would destroy crucial 
evidence in the investiga-
tion” if he knew he was sus-
pected in the killings.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Delphi murders

Israel, Ukraine

Inflation
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By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana officials broke 
ground Thursday on a new 
lodge at Potato Creek State 
Park, making it the first 
lodge to be built in one of 
the state’s parks since 1939.

The lodge will be the 
eighth to join the Indiana 
State Parks Inns system 
and sit on the south shore 
of Worster Lake at Potato 
Creek State Park, which is 
near North Liberty in St. 
Joseph County.

“There’s a reason why 
Indiana’s state park inns 
have the highest occupancy 
rate in the nation and contin-
ue to earn such high national 
rankings,” Indiana Gov. Eric 
Holcomb said in a state-
ment. “People come here 
from across the country and 
around the world because of 
the unparalleled experience 
and hospitality extended at 
our state park inns. Whether 
you’re out hiking a trail or 
sitting by the fire, our state 
parks offer an opportunity to 
immerse yourself in nature’s 
finest surroundings.”

State lawmakers set aside 
$50 million in 2021 for the 
inn, but as inflation caused 
construction prices to 
increase, the funding turned 
out not to be enough.

Holcomb then called for 
the legislature to include 
$1.25 billion for general 

capital expenditures in the 
2023 budget, including for 
the Potato Creek State Park 
Inn. Lawmakers agreed to 
the request and added an 
additional $100 million in 
the latest state budget for the 
lodge.

 A rendering of the out-
side of the new lodge now 
under construction at Potato 
Creek State Park. (Render-
ing provided by the gover-
nor’s office)

The preliminary plan for 
the inn includes 120 guest 
rooms, a full-service dining 
room that seats 150, a con-
ference center with three 
break-out rooms and capac-
ity for 350 guests, an indoor 
aquatic center, a variety of 
indoor and outdoor spaces 
for small gatherings, a mini-
nature room for programs 
and exhibits, a café, a gift 
shop, and access to the lake 
and other park features.

The governor’s office 
said the lodge will provide 
year-round outdoor recre-
ation for guests. Activities 
will range from bike riding 
and boating in the summer 
to ice fishing and hiking in 
winter, along with the view-

ing of spring wildflowers, 
migratory birds and fall 
colors in the surrounding 
woods and prairies.

The lodge will be operat-
ed through the Indiana Inns 
Authority, part of the Indi-
ana Department of Natural 
Resources’ Division of State 
Parks.

“By building our second 
overnight lodging facility 
for Hoosiers in the northern 
part of the state, we’re both 
making history and making 
way for new opportunities 
to get out and explore our 
great outdoor Indiana,” said 
DNR Director Dan Bortner. 
“Our park guests love mak-
ing year-round memories at 

Potawatomi Inn at Pokagon 
State Park, and we know 
this new lodge at Potato 
Creek is going to be a great 
place for more memories to 
be made.”

State officials said they 
do not have a definite com-
pletion date for construction 
of the lodge but anticipate 
it to be done sometime in 
2026 or 2027.

Pricing for overnight 
lodging, conference facil-
ity use and other inn ame-
nities also has not yet been 
determined. DNR officials 
said fees will be comparable 
with prices at the current 
Indiana State Park inns and 
lodges.
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Police NotebookArzetta “Mae” Cobb, 86
Arzetta “Mae” Cobb, 86, of 

Bluffton passed away Wednes-
day evening, Oct. 18, 2023, sur-
rounded by her loving family at 
her home. 

Mae was born May 9, 1937 in 
Huntington to Robert D. Lehman 
and Olive L. (Harshman) Hoag. 
She attended Rockcreek High 
School. 

Mae worked for Franklin Electric 
in the accounting department for 
over 27 years, retiring in 2003. She 
was a member of Calvary Lutheran Church. She loved 
bowling, gardening and spending time with her family. 
She could often be seen watching her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren at their extracurricular events. She 
could often be found watching IU basketball.

On April 15, 1954, Mae married her high school 
sweetheart, James “Jim” W. Cobb. They spent 66 years 
together prior to his passing on Nov. 6, 2020.

Survivors include her children, Steve (Cindy) Cobb of 
Fort Wayne, Mark (Lu Ann Coleman) Cobb of Ossian, 
and Tammy Schisler of Bluffton; along with five grand-
children, Chris (Stephanie) Cobb, Kevin Cobb, Ryan 
(April) Schisler, Nick (Shelby) Cobb, and Danielle (Jeremy) 
Reed; along with 11 great-grandchildren, Tyler Reed, 
Hannah Stambaugh, Ian Cobb, Kierstynn Reed, Pax-
ton Cobb, Bryce Schisler, Parker Cobb, Carter Schisler, 
Isla Cobb, Finley Cobb, and Lindsey Schisler. She is also 
survived by her siblings, Diane Bunch of Muncie, Larry 
(Darlene) Hoag of Elkhart, Marilyn Langley of The Vil-
lages, Fla., James (Marlene) Hoag of Craigville, and 
Doug (Theresa) Hoag of Ossian; and a sister-in-law 
Denise Hoag of Antwerp, Ohio.

She is preceded in death by her husband, Jim; her 
parents; a stepfather, Noble L. Hoag, who raised her 
since she was 10 years old; and siblings Janet Hoag 
and Guy Hoag.

Funeral service will take place Wednesday, Oct. 25, 
2023 at 10:30 a.m. at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral 
Home in Bluffton, with Tony Garton officiating. Burial 
will take place at Elm Grove Cemetery.

Visitation will be held from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 24, 2023 and for one hour prior to the service.

Memorials may be made to Friends Who Care Cancer 
Relief Foundation or Calvary Lutheran Church.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home. Friends can send online condolences to the 
family at www.thomarich.com.

Thomas Gordon Tudor, 75
Thomas Gordon Tudor, 75, of 

Ossian, passed away on Wednes-
day, Oct. 11, 2023, at Lutheran 
Hospital in Fort Wayne following 
an extended illness.

He was born on May 30, 1948, 
in Muncie to Ned and Wilma (Fal-
lis) Tudor.

He retired as bank manager 
from First Merchants Bank in 
Lapel. The Tudor family started 
the Lapel Post and operated it 
from 1985 to 1992. They started 
the Lapel Car Wash in 1987 and owned it from 1987 to 
2016. They started the Lapel Laundry in 2000 and oper-
ated it from 2000 to 2016. Tom served as the clerk/trea-
surer for the Town of Lapel from 1991 to 2015. He loved 
his faith, family and community. He loved Lapel where he 
lived from 1972 to 2018, before moving to Ossian to be 
near his family. He enjoyed gardening and loved farming 
and the rural life. He was a member of Ford Street United 
Methodist Church.

Thomas is survived by his wife, Susan (Snyder) Tudor; 
three children, Eliza Tudor (husband, Lance Sykes) of 
Indianapolis, Adam (wife, Dawn) Tudor of Bluffton, and 
Christopher (wife, Sarah) Tudor of Bourbonnais, Ill.; and 
seven grandchildren, Cleo, Dexter, Kate, Grant, Ethan, 
Adalynn and Ella.

He was preceded in death by two sons, Joshua and 
Joseph Tudor; his parents; and a brother, Phillip Tudor.

A funeral service was held at noon Monday, Oct. 
16, 202,3 at Ford Street United Methodist Church, 925 
North Ford Street in Lapel with Pastor Jill Moffett offici-
ating. Burial followed at Brookside Cemetery in Lapel. 

Visitation preceded the service from 10 a.m. to noon 
Monday at the church.

Memorial contributions may be made to Lapel Com-
munity Association, P.O. Box 834, Lapel, Indiana 46051.

Onl ine condolences may be shared at  
www.hersbergerbozell.com.

Truly Miser, 6
Truly Miser, 6, of Bluffton died Wednesday, Oct. 18, 

2023, at Riley Hospital for Children in Indianapolis. 
Funeral arrangements are pending at this time with 

the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Susan Grace Reno, 79
Susan Grace Reno, 79, of Muncie died Thursday 

morning, Oct. 19, 2023, at Lynd Place Assisted Living in 
Muncie. Funeral arrangements are pending at this time 
with the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

OBITUARIES

Swiss Stitchers at the 
Berne fire station
The Swiss Stitchers will 

meet at the Berne fire station 
On Oct. 23 at 7 p.m. 

We will have a short 
meeting with Show and Tell 
to follow. 

Gail is our program pre-
senter and will be explain-
ing beginner paper piecing. 
Come see what she has to 
show us. 

Also, we need someone 
to head up the Opportunity 
Quilt process. Please let Gail 
or I know if you are inter-
ested. 

If you have any ques-
tions please contact Gail at 
(260)589-2845 or Vivian at 
(260) 692-6227.

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.
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Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Check Us Out 
on Facebook

Hours: Mon-Thurs 7AM-5PM
Fri 7AM-4:30PM • Sat 7AM-11:30AM
260-724-3108 • Fax 260-724-4505

Arnold Lumber Co.

Arnold Lumber Co.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, IN

INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 5:13 p.m., 

200 block of Capri Court. 
Caller requested welfare 
check for coworker. Two 
subjects advised the sub-
ject had just left the resi-
dence and was going to an 
unknown location. 

Wednesday. 6:32 p.m., 
600 block of West Cher-
ry Street. Caller reported 
unknown subject kick-
ing door in, leaving dents 
on multiple occasions. 
Advised to install camera 
system. 

Wednesday, 10:55 p.m., 
Bluffton Police Department. 
Caller advised she wanted 
to speak to an officer but 
would not give info over 
phone. Subject wanted car 
back from her parents.

Thursday, 12:33 a.m., 
WEG. Open 911 call from 
this location, no answer on 

callback. Officer walked 
through plant with manager 
and found no issues, aside 
from the obvious. 

Thursday, 1:23 a.m., Ind. 
124 and Elm Grove Road. 
Subject unaware that sus-
pended driving privileges 
effectively removed his 
privilege to drive. Vehicle 
towed, subject arrested. 

Thursday, 2:23 a.m., 
1200 block of West Wash-
ington Street .  Cal ler 
reported hearing beating 
on door. Unable to locate 
anyone. 

Thursday, 4:53 a.m., 400 
block of West Wiley Ave-
nue. Caller reported vandal-
ism to his vehicle at 5 p.m. 
the day prior, has video of 
the happy hour hit. 

Thursday, 9:56 a.m., 
1200 block of West Wash-
ington Street. Caller report-
ed someone stealing metal 
for her roof while she was 

at work. The subject was 
installing the roof. 

Thursday, 12:14 p.m., 
Family Farm and Home.  
Report of someone report-
edly keying two vehicles. 
Subject denied the allega-
tions and unlocked a no 
trespass warning to the busi-
ness.

County:
Wednesday, 3:03 p.m., 

North Main Street and Ind. 
224, Uniondale. Driver 
advised tire on vehicle felt 
loose, took it back home.

Wednesday, 7:38 p.m., 
Ind. 218 and 800 East, 
Bluffton. Officer transported 
subject to Wells County Jail.

Wednesday, 11:01 p.m., 
4500 West 300 South, Lib-
erty Center. Officer request-
ed to stand by while subject 
collected vehicle from par-
ents. 

Thursday, 6:38 a.m., 
Wells County Jail. No con-

tact order served to Carrie 
Campbell at booking desk in 
the jail.

Thursday, 8:44 a.m., 
7300 West 100 South, War-
ren. Report of a dispute 
between neighbors, trees, 
and property lines.

ARRESTS
Carrie Elizabeth Camp-

bell, 30, Richmond, domes-
tic battery — presence of a 
child less than 16-years-old, 
a Level 6 felony. Bond set at 
$25,000. 

Jimmy Richard Robert 
Sheets, 45, Peru, sentence 
— court order — probation 
violation, a Class A misde-
meanor. 

Alexander Lynn Price, 
36, Geneva, contempt of 
court — civil. Bond set at 
$400. 

Matthew James Coombs, 
21, Ossian, driving while 
suspended — prior suspen-
sion, A Class misdemeanor.

 Indiana’s eighth and newest state park inn will be located on the south shore of Worster Lake at Potato Creek State Park, which 
is near North Liberty in St. Joseph County. (Rendering provided by the governor’s office)

Holcomb, DNR officials break ground 
on new Potato Creek State Park lodge

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

Carrasco named 
state senator-elect

By  LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Former Indiana Inspector General Cyndi Carrasco is set 
to be Indiana’s next state senator after Republican precinct 
committee members overwhelmingly voted her into the role 
Wednesday evening. She beat out former state Rep. John 
Jacob — a hard-right minister — with a vote of 53-5.

“I will be an unwavering conservative voice for Marion 
and Johnson counties in the state Senate,” Carrasco told pre-
cinct committee members ahead of the vote, in a pitch that 
focused heavily on public safety.

“We must always fully support law enforcement and their 
mission to keep our families and our communities safe, and 
hold criminals accountable,” she said. “I will always have 
their backs in the General Assembly.”

She will replace Sen. Jack Sandlin, a veteran and police 
officer, who died unexpectedly in September.

“I will never be able to thank Jack enough for his support 
and his service, but I will try to the very best of my ability 
to carry on his legacy in the Indiana State Senate,” Carrasco 
said.

Carrasco most recently made an unsuccessful bid for 
Marion County prosecutor, but lost to Democrat incumbent 
Ryan Mears.

Carrasco’s victory ended an attempted comeback by 
Jacob, who lost his Indiana House seat in elections last fall. 
Jacob was among the most prominent anti-abortion advo-
cates during a 2022 special legislative session, as he pushed 
unsuccessfully for a ban with no exceptions.
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Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, Oct. 20, the 293rd 
day of 2023. There are 72 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On 
Oct. 20, 1977, three members of the 
rock group Lynyrd Skynyrd, includ-
ing lead singer Ronnie Van Zant, 
were killed along with three others 
in the crash of a chartered plane near 
McComb, Mississippi.

On this date:
In 1947, the House Un-American 

Activities Committee opened hearings 
into alleged Communist influence and 
infiltration in the U.S. motion picture 
industry.

In 1967, a jury in Meridian, Mis-

sissippi, convicted seven men of vio-
lating the civil rights of slain civil 
rights workers James Chaney, Andrew 
Goodman and Michael Schwerner; 
the seven received prison terms rang-
ing from 3 to 10 years.

In 1973, in what would become 
known as the “Saturday Night Mas-
sacre,” special Watergate prosecutor 
Archibald Cox was dismissed and 
Attorney General Elliot L. Richardson 
and Deputy Attorney General William 
B. Ruckelshaus resigned.

In 1976, 78 people were killed 
when the Norwegian tanker Frosta 
rammed the commuter ferry George 
Prince on the Mississippi River near 
New Orleans.

In 1979, the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library and Museum was 
dedicated in Boston.

In 1990, three members of the rap 
group 2 Live Crew were acquitted by 
a jury in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., of vio-
lating obscenity laws with an adults-
only concert in nearby Hollywood the 
previous June.

In 2001, officials announced that 
anthrax had been discovered in a 
House postal facility on Capitol Hill.

In 2004, a U.S. Army staff ser-
geant, Ivan “Chip” Frederick, pleaded 
guilty to abusing Iraqi detainees at 
Abu Ghraib prison. (Frederick was 
sentenced to eight years in prison; he 
was paroled in 2007.)
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The Week That Was - a look back through cartoonists’ eyes...

Is this remnant of American 
culture doomed, y’all?

“Where’s your Bayer?”
I vividly remember that question 

from my high school job working in a 
convenience market in my Tennessee 
hometown.

A buxom young lady from out-of-
town posed the query and I helpfully 
directed her to the section of the store 
showcasing our aspirin, bandages, 
Merthiolate, etc.

She sauntered to the shelves I sug-
gested. Alas, she searched in vain. I 
clarified the directions. The 
“last year’s Easter Egg” aura 
increased.

I finally asked, “What was 
it you said you were looking for?”

“Your Bayer. You know, like Pabst and Miller.”
This incident comes to mind because “The Daily 

Mail” reports that researchers at the University of 
Georgia and Georgia Tech say the distinctive southern 
drawl is on its way out. Members of Generation X have 
less of an accent than their Baby Boomer parents, and 
the folksy diphthongs become less apparent with each 
succeeding generation.

Two main factors drive the transition: (a) the Yankee 
and West Coast dominance of mass media and (b) the 
mass migration into the South that followed World War 
II. Formerly isolated southern schoolchildren suppos-
edly tried to assimilate with their newly transplanted 
classmates.

I’ll admit some time-honored aspects of southern 
speech never made sense. Granted, one linguist did try 
to rationalize and dignify their etymology. (“The settlers 
brought certain dialects from Europe. Then they encoun-
tered traders from other European countries. Then the 
Cherokee taught them unfamiliar vowels and encour-
aged them to flap their arms and cluck like a …d’oh!!”)

I have never been one to wave my college speech-
and-theater minor in anyone’s face (especially since I’m 
still trying to live down Tony Young laughing at me for 
announcing the junior high yearbook cover was going to 
be “blue and yeller”), but I can see the positive side of 
the change tracked by the researchers.

It’s irksome to hear people pronouncing “hill” like 
where Achilles got wounded or “yell” like an Ivy 
League university in New Haven, Connecticut.

One of my favorite neighboring towns is Shelbyville, 
which has a crisp, three-syllable name. A name which 
many people in surrounding counties degrade to 
“Shevel” or “Shovel” or (if they’re feeling particularly 
pretentious) “Shebbuvuhl.”

I’m not the first member of the family with reser-
vations about go-with-the-flow language. My father 
said Granny Tyree wanted to name his little sister 
“Caroline,” but she shifted gears because she knew her 
backwoods neighbors would pronounce it “Cowline.”

Still, “Gone With the Wind” remains my favorite 
movie and a tenacious part of me has lactose intolerance 
when it comes to homogenization of the language.

I don’t want to live in a world where Foghorn 
Leghorn or Tennessee Williams’s Big Daddy become 
indecipherable without a Rosetta Stone.

I have handwritten a heartfelt letter asking today’s 
youngsters to cling to select features of our cultural heri-
tage.

Unfortunately, the plan is going all cattywampus 
because I plumb forgot and wrote it in cursive!

Did that wisecrack give you a headache? I do declare, 
I’m just getting warmed up.

Here, hold my Bayer…
tyreetyrades@aol.com or find him on Facebook

Danny
Tyree

Tyrades

As I write this, the war between 
Hamas and Israel continues with 
fury on both sides and the US 
House of Representatives remains 
without a speaker, unable to pass 
legislation or allow the United 
States government to respond with 
its full weight to that crisis. Like 
many Americans, I find myself both 
frustrated by the standstill and left 
wondering, What if we faced a full-
blown crisis on our own shores? 
Could Congress put 
its divisions behind 
it and act quickly 
for the good of the 
country?

I don’t want 
to pick apart the maneuvering that 
brought us to this moment. The eight 
Republican House members who 
voted to dislodge Kevin McCarthy 
from the speakership had their own 
motivations. So did the centrist 
Republicans who decided against try-
ing to find a candidate palatable to 
centrist Democrats. House 
Democrats had plenty of 
logical and well-articu-
lated reasons for refusing 
to come to McCarthy’s 
rescue. And over in the 
Senate, GOP Sen. Tommy 
Tuberville has his own 
rationale for continuing to 
block military promotions 
— thus affecting our abil-
ity to project power in the 
Middle East — because 
of a clash over abortion 
policy.

The thing about a glob-
al crisis, though, is that it 
puts things in perspective, 
and right now, the US doesn’t look 
like a fully functioning world leader. 
That’s thanks in no small part to deci-
sions made by members of Congress 
that put political gain or score-settling 
or partisan calculations ahead of the 
responsibility they all hold to keep the 
US government operating effectively 
and with the full range of its capabili-

ties.
And the American 

people have noticed. 
In a poll released 
early in October, Gal-
lup found that 63 
percent of US adults 
“currently agree with 
the statement that 
the Republican and 
Democratic parties 
do ‘such a poor job’ 
of representing the 
American people that 
‘a third major party is 
needed.’”

I am not among 
that 63 percent: I 

believe that, over the course of our 
history, the two-party system has 
served the American people well, and 
that it can continue to do so. Still, 
that’s a lot of people who don’t like 
where the parties have taken us.

The challenge, certainly for the 
House, is to find a way past this 

moment quickly — and to put in 
place changes that will buttress 
Americans’ faith that it can be a fully 
responsible partner in governing this 
country. Not long ago, Hakeem Jef-
fries, the Democratic leader there, 
wrote an op-ed in the Washington 
Post in which he noted that he and 
other Democratic leaders had “repeat-

edly raised the issue of entering into 
a bipartisan governing coalition with 
our Republican counterparts” and 
been rebuffed. In particular, he wrote, 
his caucus had hoped to put in place 
rules changes that would “encourage 
bipartisan governance and undermine 
the ability of extremists to hold Con-
gress hostage.”

There’s a good chance that any 
Republican who supported such 
moves would face a primary next 
year. Yet clearly, the rules under 
which the House now operates aren’t 
serving it — or the country — in 
good stead. While I have some sym-
pathy with those GOP members of 
the Freedom Caucus who want to 
restore the power of committees in 
the House, as well as what’s known 
as the “regular order” and the ability 
of rank-and-file members to have a 
voice in debate, I also believe that in 
this day and age, the speaker needs to 
be a strong presence, with the ability 
to keep fractiousness within bounds. 

At a minimum, this means 
rejecting the idea that at any 
moment, a single member 
can topple a speaker by 
bringing a motion to vacate, 
as Republican Matt Gaetz 
did to McCarthy.

I can’t predict how the 
House will get itself out of 
this mess, or how the Senate 
might deal with Tuberville’s 
obstruction. But I do know 
that the American people are 
losing patience, that a broad 
range of domestic issues 
need Congress’s attention, 
and that the situation in the 
Middle East — as well as in 

Ukraine and elsewhere — demands 
a US government that can respond 
quickly and effectively. It’s time for 
Congress to show that it recognizes 
all this.

Lee Hamilton is a distinguished scholar 
with the IU School of Global and Interna-

tional Studies. He was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives for 34 years.

It’s time for Congress to measure 
up to the country’s expectations

Lee
Hamilton

Comments 
on Congress
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Had it with office’s lack of hiring
Dear Annie: I’ve dated a man for 

five years. He used to work, prior to 
the pandemic, but he hasn’t really 
actively applied to jobs. My biggest 
issue is the fact that I’m paying all the 
expenses for the household we share 
together, and he doesn’t need to do 
anything to assist me.

At the same time, he’s starting 
to treat me like a servant in my own 
house. He controls the TV. Foods 
that I like, he throws away, since he 
doesn’t eat them. He has outbursts 
and tantrums when I tell him to get a 
job.

I’m fed up with supporting a grown 
man. What should I do? -- Frustrated

Dear Frustrated: He can complain 
all he wants, but numbers don’t lie. 
Sit down with your boyfriend and a 
financial planner so you can review 
all your finances together. He will 
be forced to confront the fact that he 
is not contributing to the household. 
Then, make a plan. A good couples 
counselor can help you two communi-
cate. If that doesn’t work, be prepared 
to kick him out.

Dear Annie: I have a job where I 
work for a doctor. He has two offices. 
He has four people working at one 
office, and I work alone at the other. 
On clinic days, which is when the 
doctor sees patients, I am supposed to 
have help. The other staff that come 
from the other office either take the 
day off or, when they are there, they 
don’t help me. They just sit in the 
break room and talk, and I run the 
show by myself.  

I have gone to the manager, and 
even the manager above her, and they 
are hiring someone but are not sure 
when she is starting. I went to the 
doctor recently and told him that I 

was tired of work-
ing by myself 
and that his staff 
should come help 
with the clinic. 
He called me 
inapprop r i a t e 
for saying that 
and said I need 
to just continue 
to do my job. I 
asked him, “So 
it’s OK for me 
to be alone then?” He said nothing. 
I am not sure what to do. — Losing 
Patience 

Dear Losing: You’re in a frustrat-
ing predicament. While the doctor’s 
reply was less than helpful, I can’t 
blame him: You’re more likely to have 
luck speaking with the manager again 
or another supervisor who assists 
with staffing and personnel decisions. 

Arrange a meeting with one of 
your higher-ups to calmly and ratio-
nally explain your side. Ultimately, 
without proper staffing, the patients 
are the ones who suffer the most. If 
your managers are not serious about 
hiring extra hands, it’d be prudent to 
start looking for other job opportuni-
ties, where you feel not only set up for 
success but like your needs are heard 
and valued.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidel-
ity, communication and reconciliation 
— is available as a paperback and 
e-book. Visit http://www.creatorspub-
lishing.com for more information. 
Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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Death for the Christian 
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Heaven’s glory
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
< Movie TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Jewish 
Jesus 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Living in 
the Light 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel
"B&B" (N) 

Jeopardy!
(N) 

The Price Is Right at 
Night (N) 

Raid the Cage (N) Blue Bloods "Happy 
Endings" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) Comics 
Unleashed 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii "O Ke Kumu, O 
Ka Mana, Ho'opuka 'Ia" 

Hawaii "Ho'okahi No La 
O Ka Malihini" 

Hawaii Five-0 "Hewa 
Ka Lima" 

Hawaii "Hana Mao 'ole 
ka ua o Waianae" 

Hawaii "Ua 'eha Ka 'ili I 
Ka Maka O Ka Ihe" 

Hawaii Five-0 "Kuipeia 
E Ka Makani Apaa" 

Hawaii Five-0 Hawaii "Ukuli'i ka Pua, 
Onaona i ka Mau'u" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive 
newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. (N)

ABC21 News at 11 (N) (:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

To Be Announced Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Taste 
Buds" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) FBoy "This Is Gonna Be 

a Good Season" 
FBoy Island "I Care, 
Bro" 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Secrets of the Dead 
"Jurassic Fortunes" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Next at the Kennedy 
Center (N) 

Art21-Century "Friends 
& Strangers" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Secrets of the Dead 
"Jurassic Fortunes" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Next at the Kennedy 
Center (N) 

Art21-Century "Friends 
& Strangers" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Kill the 
Messenger" 

Castle "Love Me Dead" Castle "One Man's 
Treasure" 

Murdaugh Alex Murdaugh, head of a family-led 
legal dynasty, attempts to conceal financial felonies. 

(:05) Murdaugh Police rush to the Murdaugh home after 
Alex Murdaugh reports his wife, Maggie, & son, Paul, d..

Murdaugh Murders: 
The Movie "Part 1" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (3:30) < X-Men Origins: ... <+++ X-Men: First Class (‘11) Michael Fassbender, James McAvoy. <++ The Wolverine (‘13) Hiroyuki Sanada, Famke Janssen, Hugh Jackman. <++ The Wolverine 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:30) <+++ The Karate Kid (1984, Drama) Pat Morita,
Elisabeth Shue, Ralph Macchio. 

Figure Skating ISU Grand Prix: Skate America From Allen, Texas. (N) Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ The Wolf of Wall Street (2013, Comedy Drama) Jonah Hill, Margot Robbie, Leonardo DiCaprio. <+++ The Wolf of 
Wall Street 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCe-

nter (L) (N) 
WNBA WNBA The 2023 WNBA Finals conclude with Game 5 

between the Aces & Liberty in Las Vegas. (If necessary) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 (:55) Formula 1 Racing Daily Wager (L) (N) College Football SMU at Temple (L) (N) NFL Live UFC 294 Countdown UFC 229 UFC Live 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line The Rally (N) NBA Basketball Cleveland Cavaliers at Indiana Pacers From 

Gainbridge Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. (L) (N) 
NBA Basketball Cleveland Cavaliers at Indiana 
Pacers From Gainbridge Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. 

Football World Poker Tour 

USA  34 133 105 242 
9-1-1 "May Day" NASCAR Xfinity Contender Boats 

300, Qualifying (L) (N) 
9-1-1 "New Beginnings" 9-1-1 "Chimney Begins" 9-1-1 "Fight or Flight" 9-1-1 "Alone Together" 9-1-1 "Blindsided" 9-1-1 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
(4:00) Gold Rush "The 
$160 Million Gamble" 

Gold Rush "Call of the 
Indian River" 

Gold Rush "Hey Parker, 
It's Rick" 

Gold Rush "Free Agent"
(N) 

(:05) Sea Gold "Gone With the Wind" The fleet 
scrambles to get mining before a storm arrives. (N) 

(:05) Outback Opal 
Hunters (N) 

Gold Rush "Free Agent" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Last Resort Last Resort 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé (N) 90 Day (N) Last Resort 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained 
"Bizarre Rituals" 

The UnXplained
"Superhuman Feats" 

UnXplained "Secrets of 
Abandoned Places" 

The UnXplained "The 
Time Travelers" 

UnXplained "Secrets of 
Ancient Structures" (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is Out 
There (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is Out 
There 

(:05) The UnXplained 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 "Heartless" The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Killer Cases (N) Murder in the 21st (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Crown for 
Christmas 

< Three Wise Men and a Baby (2022, Comedy)
Tyler Hynes, Andrew Walker, Paul Campbell. 

< Checkin' It Twice (2023, Romance) Kevin 
McGarry, Kim Matula. (P) 

< Noel Next Door (2022, Romance) Corey Sevier,
Joanna Douglas, Natalie Hall. 

< Christmas Made to 
Order Alexa PenaVega. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(:20) <+ Rob Zombie's Halloween II (2009, Horror) Tyler 
Mane, Sheri Moon Zombie, Malcolm McDowell. 

(:45) <+++ Zombieland (2009, Comedy) Jesse 
Eisenberg, Emma Stone, Woody Harrelson. 

(:45) <++ Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (2016, Horror)
Sam Riley, Bella Heathcote, Lily James. 

Chucky "Jennifer's 
Body" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Pregame MLB Baseball All the latest action from Major League Baseball. Postseason <++ Legally Blonde 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(:15) <+ The Hitman's Wife's Bodyguard (‘21)
Samuel L. Jackson, Salma Hayek, Ryan Reynolds. 

(:15) <++ The Accountant (2016, Thriller) Anna Kendrick, J.K. Simmons, Ben 
Affleck. 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

<+ The Hitman's Wife's 
Bodyguard (‘21) Ryan Reynolds. 

(:45) <++ 
Snitch 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:45) < A Nightmare on 
Elm Street 

<++ A Nightmare on Elm Street 2: Freddy's 
Revenge (‘85) Kim Myers, Mark Patton. 

<++ A Nightmare on Elm Street (2010, Horror)
Tricia Mara, Kyle Gallner, Jackie Earle Haley. 

Creepshow "The Hat; 
Grieving Process" (N) 

(:15) Creepshow "The Hat; Grieving 
Process" 

< Army of 
Darkness 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(3:00) MLB on FS1 Pregame Previews of the day's 
games, highlights, updates and analysis. (L) (N) 

Postgame
(L) (N) 

The Joel 
Klatt Show

NFL Films 
Presents 

Breaking European Poker Tour
Barcelona 6 

European Poker Tour
Barcelona 7 

European Poker Tour
Barcelona 8 

TMZ 
Sports 

TMZ 
Sports 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 (4:30) Law Law "Corruption" Law "Double Blind" Love After Lockup Love After Lockup (N) Love After "Unhappy Father's Day" Keke Wyatt's World 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Real Housewives <++ She's All That (‘99) Freddie Prinze Jr.. <+++ Girls Trip (‘17) Queen Latifah, Regina Hall. <++ She's All That (‘99) Freddie Prinze Jr.. Movie 
NICK  68  170 299 (4:00) < Despicable Me <+++ Despicable Me 2 (‘13) Steve Carell. <++ Minions (‘15) Sandra Bullock. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Ladybug Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Wonderful Movie Ghost Ghost Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Hailey Hailey Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy <++ Aladdin (2019, Children) Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott, Will Smith. The 700 Club <++ Bewitched (‘05) 

Nicole Kidman. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:30) TBA (:50) <+++ Edge of Tomorrow (2014, Sci-Fi)

Emily Blunt, Brendan Gleeson, Tom Cruise. 
(:45) <+++ American Sniper (2014, War) Sienna Miller, Jake 
McDorman, Bradley Cooper. 

To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:20) <++ Pride and Glory (‘08) 
Colin Farrell, Edward Norton. 

<+ The Boy Next Door (‘15) Ryan 
Guzman, John Corbett, Jennifer Lopez.

<++ Taken 3 (‘14) Forest Whitaker, 
Maggie Grace, Liam Neeson. 

(:50) <+++ Lucy (‘14) Morgan 
Freeman, Scarlett Johansson. 

(:20) <+++ Eastern Promises (2007, Crime Story) 
Naomi Watts, Vincent Cassel, Viggo Mortensen. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:30) <++ Labor Day (‘13) Josh 
Brolin, Gattlin Griffith, Kate Winslet. 

< Sophie Jones (2020, Drama) Skyler 
Verity, Chase Offerle, Jessica Barr. 

< The Starling Girl (2023, Drama) Lewis Pullman,
Jimmi Simpson, Eliza Scanlen. (P) 

<++ The Whale (2022, Drama) Sadie Sink, Hong 
Chau, Brendan Fraser. 

<++ Scream (‘22) Neve 
Campbell. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(3:45) < 
MVP Mõ. 

(:40) <++ Stillwater (2021, Drama) Camille Cottin, Abigail 
Breslin, Matt Damon. 

<+++ True Grit (2010, Western) Matt Damon,
Josh Brolin, Jeff Bridges. 

<++ Free State of Jones (‘16) Gugu Mbatha-
Raw, Matthew McConaughey. 

(:20) <++ Machete 
Kills (‘13) Danny Trejo. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: In our high-tech 
society it seems that par-
ents encourage their chil-
dren to play games on 
their devices but shield 
them from reality. My 
elderly father is dying 
and my adult children 
(who are Christians) feel 
that it is morbid to let 
their children visit with 
him since his ability to 
communicate is difficult, 
but he’s aware of the 
presence of loved ones. 
What encouragement is 
there about this sensitive 
issue? – D.P.

A: A hospice nurse 
was helping care for a 
grandfather who was 
dying. His four-year-
old granddaughter was 
ordered to go another 
part of the house to play, 
and told not to go near 
Grandpa’s room. The 

adult members of 
the family sat and cried 
in the living room, and 
the teenage grandsons 
wandered in and out 
of the house aimlessly. 
The hospice worker 
found the little girl sob-
bing in the corner of her 
room. “What’s the mat-
ter, honey?” she asked. 
“They won’t let me see 
Grandpa,” she whim-
pered. The nurse said to 
the family, “It’s wrong 
not to allow the children 
to see their grandfather 
and tell him goodbye. 
Don’t keep them away.”

Reluctantly, the par-
ents told their children 
they could go into the 
room. The little girl 
stood on her tiptoes and 
kissed her grandpa, and 
then, not satisfied that he 
knew she was there, she 
pulled herself up on the 

bed and snuggled next 
to him. The boys sat in 
chairs beside his bed, and 
a smile came to Grand-
pa’s face — and he died 
peacefully. That little girl 
never forgot the experi-
ence.

What an important 
time for teaching the 
peace of God in diffi-
cult times. Jesus spoke 
about death and said, 
“He who hears My word 
and believes in Him who 
sent Me … has passed 
from death into life” 
(John 5:24). Death for the 
Christian is the doorway 
to Heaven’s glory.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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HIDAY CHRYSLER

Football sectional preview: 
No easy games for anyone

Bluffton’s Khamel Moore looks for an opening as Tucker Jenkins tries to open the lane and 
Lakeland’s Isaiah Weingartner tries to close it in the third quarter of the season finale Friday 
night at LaGrange. (Photo by Glen Werling)

This is what we’ve all been waiting for: 
postseason football.

It took a while for us to get into the thick 
of football weather, but 
the playoffs never fail to 
deliver with rain mixed 
and 50s to high 40s Fri-
day night.

We’ve got three 
games that should be 
really exciting on the 
scoreboard, and I look 
forward to seeing how 
they all shape out. No 
team has an easy win, 
and no team realistically 
will get blown out.

Without further ado, I’ll share some thoughts 
and a preview of each game to begin the state 
tournament. We’ll go in alphabetical order.

Bluffton
Isn’t it time to make a change to the post-

season format? The No. 7 Tigers (7-2) enter the 
sectional with one of their best seasons in school 
history. The reward couldn’t have gotten worse 
with a road game against No. 6 Alexandria-
Monroe, the highest-rated team in the sectional.

Although the Jeff Sagarin ratings have 
Bluffton one spot higher, the two schools 
are the best in the eight-team field and won’t 
be meeting in the championship, but rather, 
the first round.

I’m sure the coaching staff has told its 
players that you have to beat the best to be 
the best, but come on, IHSAA.

The Alexandria Tigers are 8-1 on the sea-
son and reside in the Central Indiana Con-
ference, finishing second behind unbeaten 
Mississinewa.

Like Bluffton, Alexandria has been tested 
with good opponents, beating the likes of 
Eastbrook and Oak Hill and falling to Mis-
sissinewa by 10 points.

They’re a fairly balanced offense led by 
sophomore quarterback Brady Gast, who 
has shown up in big games for his team. 
The one blemish was against Mississinewa, 
where he and the offense struggled with a 
tough Indian defense.

Bluffton, on the other hand, handled its 
business without its X-factor running back 
for the majority of the season. Khamel 
Moore returned two weeks ago in the Adams 
Central game and made an immediate 
impact, following it up with a big 149-yard 
day on nine carries over Lakeland.

The Tigers arguably would have beaten 
Heritage to go 8-1 on the season had they 
had Moore, but nonetheless, he adds to an 
already solid offense and a stellar and expe-
rienced offensive line.

Other than Alexandria being one of the 
top teams in 2A, a big concern is the hour-
long road trip for Bluffton. A long bus ride 
against a good team isn’t going to help, 
but I believe the Tigers have what it takes 
to keep the season alive by the end of the 
night. Expect a very tight game that could 
go down to the final drive.

Norwell
Boy, have the Knights had a season?
It started with a quarterback competition 

between Drew Graft and Alex Fojtik, and a 
few weeks later, sophomore Cayden Cassel 
won the job due to injuries to both.

The Knights looked like they had a long 
season ahead of them, with players getting 
injured left and right and getting beat like 
a drum. But a rather stunning road upset 
over Columbia City gave the young, inex-
perienced group some life heading into this 
week and belief to make a run.

Norwell has already seen its opponent, 
Delta, on the road earlier in the year. The 

Eagles may have won handily on the score-
board 34-16, but it didn’t tell the full story.

That was the game Graft got injured in the 
second quarter, holding on to a 16-14 lead 
when he hit the locker room. Backup Fojtik 
was also out, having the junior varsity guy in 
Cassel take over. Obviously, it’s not a knock 
on Cassel, who was thrown into the fire, but 
the offense took a hit in that second half.

Who knows what would have happened 
if Graft didn’t get hurt, but before he did, 
that two-point lead was on the road against a 
good team. Norwell has gained much-need-
ed experience from that week three game, 
got Graft back, and got Delta at home.

Delta began the season red-hot, going 
5-1, but since then has lost three straight to 
elite-caliber teams. The Eagles’ offense is 
also very good and tore up the Knights in 
that meeting with good quarterback play 
and two solid running backs.

Considering all the factors, though, I 
think Norwell has a chance to play spoiler 
if it plays its best ball, and perhaps with a 
revenge factor.

Southern Wells
The mighty Raiders got by far the best 

draw out of the three schools and has a 
chance to win its first sectional football 
game since 2015.

I was ecstatic when I saw the pairings 
for 1A and Southern Wells (1-8) matched 
up with North Miami (1-8). The two are a 
perfect match for one another, given the 
random draw format by the IHSAA. Both 
should probably be playing No. 2 Adams 
Central and No. 10 South Adams (who both 
hilariously play each other instead), but 
they’re not, so who cares?

Literally, the Raiders and Warriors are 
separated by eight schools in the entire state 
of Indiana, according to the Sagarin ratings.

Southern Wells gets them at home, and 
head coach Jeff Sprunger already has an 
advantage as his brother, Brad, played against 
them with Whitko. That means endless game 
tape, and he can help with a game plan.

North Miami has played a few good 
teams, but not like the Raiders, who have 
seen ranked matchups with Adams Central, 
South Adams, Madison-Grant, and Bluff-
ton. The team has also faced a 7-2 Heri-
tage squad and 3A and 4A schools like Jay 
County and Woodlan.

This will be the perfect opportunity for the 
Raiders to start running the ball again with 
opponents more their size, led by Case Box-
ell, Tucker Worster, and Brandon Enochs. 
North Miami hasn’t been particularly good 
against the run, boding in the Raiders favor. 

The most important factor, in my opin-
ion, is the fact that the Warriors don’t throw 
the ball hardly at all. This has been the kryp-
tonite for the Southern Wells defensive unit 
all season, as it just hasn’t had the personnel 
to keep up with those sideline track meets.

According to MaxPreps, North Miami 
has thrown the ball five times on aver-
age per contest — and not well. The three 
combined throwers are under 30 percent in 
completion rate with only four touchdowns 
to four interceptions.

When I’ve watched the Raiders, though 
the stats might look inflated, I have had 
some good moments stopping the run. Bet-
ter teams have had some pushback when 
trying to carry the rock, and opposing head 
coaches have all complimented that this 
is one of the most well-coached Southern 
Wells groups they’ve seen.

I’m hoping for the best for them this Fri-
day, and they should have a chance to ring 
that bell at Carnes Field again.

sports@news-banner.com

Ryan    
Walker

C H A R -
LOTTE, N.C. 
(AP) — NAS-
CAR on Monday 
rescinded Ryan 
Blaney’s  dis-
qualification at 
Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway when 
series officials 
found a problem 
with the template 
used during post-
race inspection.

The reversal restored 
Blaney’s sixth-place fin-
ish from Sunday’s race, 
which had been stripped 
hours after the checkered 
flag for an alleged illegal 
front shock on his Ford. The 
disqualification dropped 
Blaney to last in the race 
and would have crippled his 
championship chances.

Blaney went from last 
in the round-of-eight field 
to seventh, but his defi-
cit below the cutline was 
reduced significantly.

“NASCAR has shown a 
tremendous amount of integ-
rity throughout the process 
which has led to this conclu-
sion,” Team Penske said in 

a statement that 
lauded the reversal. 
“We are proud of 
the effort and the 
results by the No. 
12 team during the 
2023 season. We 
look forward to 
continuing the pur-
suit of the NAS-
CAR Cup Series 
Championship.”

NASCAR did 
not reveal what about the 
template used in the inspec-
tion led to the initial dis-
qualification.

“Monday  morn ing 
during its race weekend 
debrief, NASCAR dis-
covered an issue with the 
damper template used for 
inspection. NASCAR then 
conducted a detailed inves-
tigation, and has restored 
the No. 12’s stage and race 
finishing positions from 
Sunday,” NASCAR said in 
a statement.

NASCAR has two more 
races to set the champion-
ship-deciding final field of 
four drivers. Kyle Larson 
won at Las Vegas to clinch 
the first spot in the finale.

NASCAR reverses 
Blaney disqualification

By DAVID BRANDT 
AP Baseball Writer

PHOENIX (AP) — More than 15 min-
utes after the game, Ketel Marte stood at his 
clubhouse locker, gulping water while try-
ing to finally catch his breath after deliver-
ing the Arizona Diamondbacks’ latest clutch 
postseason moment.

“After my hit, I sprinted so hard,” Marte 
said, shaking his head.

Marte capped a three-hit afternoon with a 
walk-off single in the ninth, rookie Brandon 
Pfaadt pitched 5 2/3 scoreless innings and 
the Diamondbacks closed to 2-1 in the NL 
Championship Series by rallying to beat the 
Philadelphia Phillies 2-1 on Thursday.

On the verge of falling behind 3-0 in the 
best-of-seven matchup, Arizona tied the 
score on Lourdes Gurriel Jr.’s RBI double in 

the seventh.
Gurriel opened the ninth with a leadoff 

walk against Craig Kimbrel, stole second 
and took third on Pavin Smith’s infield sin-
gle.

Gurriel was thrown out at the plate by 
shortstop Trea Turner on Emmanuel Rive-
ra’s hard-hit grounder as the Phillies played 
the infield in. Geraldo Perdomo walked after 
falling behind 1-2 in the count and Marte 
— one of the few Diamondbacks who has 
looked comfortable at the plate this series — 
hit a liner that fell in front of center fielder 
Johan Rojas, sending the D-backs onto the 
field in celebration.

“I felt like I could make some pitches to 
get us out of it,” Kimbrel said. “Sometimes 
you get them. Some days you don’t. Today 
just wasn’t that day.”

By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer

Michigan coach Jim Harbaugh denied 
any knowledge or involvement in plot-
ting to steal opponents’ play-calling signals 
by sending representatives to their games 
and said he would fully cooperate with an 
NCAA investigation into the allegations 
against his program.

“I do not have any knowledge or infor-
mation regarding the University of Michi-
gan football program illegally stealing sig-
nals, nor have I directed any staff member 
or others to participate in an off-campus 
scouting assignment,” Harbaugh said Thurs-
day in a statement. “I have no awareness of 
anyone on our staff having done that or hav-
ing directed that action.”

The Big Ten also announced it had been 
informed of the investigation. But the con-
ference provided no further details, only to 
say that it had notified Michigan’s upcom-
ing opponents.

The second-ranked Wolverines (7-0), who 
started their season with Harbaugh serving a 
university-imposed three-game suspension 
for a still unresolved NCAA infractions case, 
play at Michigan State on Saturday.

“I want to personally assure you that 
U-M Athletics will offer its complete coop-
eration to the NCAA in this matter,” Michi-
gan athletic director Warde Manuel said 
Thursday. “At the University of Michigan, 
all of us are committed to the highest stan-
dards of ethics and integrity for all members 
of our community. This is the same expecta-
tion I have of all coaches, staff, and student-
athletes.”

Michigan is coming off two straight 
playoff appearances under Harbaugh and 
is currently tied with No. 1 Georgia as the 
odds-on favorite to win the national title, 
according to FanDuel Sportsbook.

The NCAA does not have rules spe-
cifically against stealing signs, but it does 

prohibit in-person advanced scouting of 
opponents and using electronic equipment 
to record an opponents’ signals. There are 
also bylaws prohibiting unsportsmanlike or 
unethical activities.

The NCAA had no comment, and the 
conference offered little more.

“The Big Ten Conference considers the 
integrity of competition to be of utmost 
importance and will continue to monitor the 
investigation,” the league said in a statement.

Michigan has been tied up in an infrac-
tions case involving impermissible contact 
with high school prospects during the pan-
demic recruiting dead period for more than 
a year. Trying to get out in front of any 
possible NCAA punishment, the school hit 
Harbaugh with a three-game suspension 
in August, and he missed Michigan’s first 
three games.

It hardly mattered. The Wolverines have 
plowed through their opposition, winning 
by an average of 33 points per game.

That case has not yet been resolved as the 
NCAA’s committee on infractions rejected 
a potential negotiated resolution regarding 
Harbaugh’s involvement in the case based 
on his lack of cooperation with investigators.

“I do not condone or tolerate anyone 
doing anything illegal or against NCAA 
rules,” Harbaugh said. “No matter what 
program or organization that I have led 
throughout my career, my instructions and 
awareness of how we scout opponents have 
always been firmly within the rules.”

Complaints about possible sign-stealing 
have become somewhat common among 
college football coaches.

College football does not use the radio 
technology in helmets used by the NFL to 
allow coaches to communicate with players 
on the field. Hand signals and even large, 
elaborate play cards are often used on the 
sideline during games to call in plays for 
both offense and defense.

Ryan Blaney

NCAA investigating allegations 
of sign-stealing by Michigan. 
Harbaugh denies knowledge

Marte hits walk-off single in 
ninth, D-backs beat Phillies 
and close to 2-1 in NLCS



FOOTBALL
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Miami 5 1 0 .833 223 156
Buffalo 4 2 0 .667 173 89
N.Y. Jets 3 3 0 .500 113 119
New England 1 5 0 .167 72 152

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Jacksonville 5 2 0 .667 173 146
Houston 3 3 0 .500 135 113
Indianapolis 3 3 0 .500 140 152
Tennessee 2 4 0 .333 104 117

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 4 2 0 .667 133 91
Cleveland 3 2 0 .600 95 77
Pittsburgh 3 2 0 .600 79 110
Cincinnati 3 3 0 .500 100 127

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

Kansas City 5 1 0 .833 147 88
Las Vegas 3 3 0 .500 100 131
L.A. Chargers 2 3 0 .400 127 124
Denver 1 5 0 .167 129 200

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 5 1 0 .833 155 124
Dallas 4 2 0 .667 154 100
Washington 3 3 0 .500 133 176
N.Y. Giants 1 5 0 .167 71 167

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Tampa Bay 3 2 0 .600 90 88
Atlanta 3 3 0 .500 99 120
New Orleans 3 4 0 .500 133 127
Carolina 0 6 0 .000 112 186

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Detroit 5 1 0 .833 168 113
Green Bay 2 3 0 .400 113 113

Minnesota 2 4 0 .333 129 135
Chicago 1 5 0 .167 128 176

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

San Fran 5 1 0 .833 184 87
Seattle 3 2 0 .600 124 108
L.A. Rams 3 3 0 .500 138 117
Arizona 1 5 0 .167 117 162

Thursday’s Games
Jacksonville 3

Sunday’s Games
Atlanta at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at New England, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh at L.A. Rams, 4:05 p.m.
Green Bay at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City, 4:25 

p.m.
Miami at Philadelphia, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Cincinnati, Houston, N.Y. 

Jets, Tennessee, Carolina, Dallas
Monday’s Games

San Francisco at Minnesota, 8:15 
p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 26
Tampa Bay at Buffalo, 8:15 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 29
Atlanta at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Houston at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Dallas, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
New England at Miami, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Indianapolis, 1 

p.m.
Philadelphia at Washington, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Baltimore at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Cincinnati at San Francisco, 4:25 

p.m.

Kansas City at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
Chicago at L.A. Chargers, 8:20 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 30
Las Vegas at Detroit, 8:15 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Ottawa 4 3 1 0 6 19 10
Detroit 4 3 1 0 6 19 11
Tampa Bay 5 2 2 1 5 17 20
Boston 2 2 0 0 4 6 3
Florida 4 2 2 0 4 11 12
Toronto 4 2 2 0 4 15 16
Montreal 3 1 1 1 3 10 13
Buffalo 4 1 3 0 2 9 14

Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Philadelphia 4 3 1 0 6 12 8
Carolina 4 3 1 0 6 21 19
N.Y. Islanders 2 2 0 0 4 4 2
Pittsburgh 4 2 2 0 4 14 12
N.Y. Rangers 4 2 2 0 4 11 11
New Jersey 3 1 1 1 3 10 11
Columbus 3 1 2 0 2 7 11
Washington 3 1 2 0 2 4 12

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Colorado 3 3 0 0 6 11 4
Chicago 4 2 2 0 4 11 9
Minnesota 4 2 2 0 4 14 16
Arizona 4 2 2 0 4 11 8
Nashville 5 2 3 0 4 13 15
Dallas 2 1 0 1 3 4 5
St. Louis 3 1 1 1 3 5 9
Winnipeg 4 1 3 0 2 13 19

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Vegas 5 5 0 0 10 20 8
Los Angeles 4 2 1 1 5 19 15
Calgary 4 2 1 1 5 13 14

Vancouver 4 2 2 0 4 15 10
Anaheim 2 1 1 0 2 8 7
Edmonton 4 1 3 0 2 11 17
San Jose 3 0 2 1 1 5 12
Seattle 4 0 3 1 1 5 14
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Wednesday’s Games
Ottawa 6, Washington 1
Detroit 6, Pittsburgh 3

Thursday’s Games
Nashville 4, N.Y. Rangers 1
Florida 3, Toronto 1
Tampa Bay 4, Vancouver 3
Calgary 4, Buffalo 3
Philadelphia 4, Edmonton 1
Vegas 5, Winnipeg 3
Arizona 6, St. Louis 2
Los Angeles 7, Minnesota 3
Carolina at Seattle, late
Dallas at Anaheim, late
Boston at San Jose, late
Chicago at Colorado, late

Friday’s Games
Calgary at Columbus, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 

p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Detroit at Ottawa, 1 p.m.
Anaheim at Arizona, 4 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at Florida, 7 p.m.
Washington at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Columbus at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Pittsburgh at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
San Jose at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Vegas at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Carolina at Colorado, 9 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Winnipeg at Edmonton, 10 p.m.

Boston at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Calgary at Detroit, 5 p.m.
Boston at Anaheim, 8:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

Postseason Baseball Glance
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(Best-of-7)
American League
Texas 2, Houston 0
Sunday, Oct. 15: Texas 2, Houston 0
Monday, Oct. 16: Texas 5, Houston 4
Wednesday, Oct. 18: Houston 8, 

Rangers 5
Thursday, Oct. 19: Houston 42, 

Texas 3
National League
(All Games on TBS)
Philadelphia 2, Arizona 0
Monday, Oct. 16: Philadelphia 5, 

Arizona 3
Tuesday, Oct. 17: Philadelphia 10, 

Arizona 0
Thursday, Oct. 19: Philadelphia 

(Suárez 4-6) at Arizona (Pfaadt 3-9), 
5:07 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 20: Philadelphia at Ari-
zona, 8:07 p.m.

x-Saturday, Oct. 21: Philadelphia at 
Arizona, 8:07 p.m.

WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

EMSHWILLER & EMSH-

WILLER is looking for an of-
fice assistant to join our team.
Seasonal help - January thru
May of each year. Responsible
for performing a range of cleri-
cal and administrative tasks to
support daily operations in an
office setting. Ideal candidate
would be good at organizing,
multi-tasking & taking direc-
tion. To apply for this position,
please send resume to
sharedadmin@emshwiller.net
(EAP2)

JOIN THE BEST- HIRING
SKILLED CARPENTERS
With our continued growth,
we're looking for highly
skilled carpenters with at
least 4-5 years experience in
commercial or residential
construction. Experience
with rough & finish carpentry,
framing or concrete forming
required. James S. Jackson
has a great team of profes-
sionals, is well established,
provides benefits and is look-
ing for career-minded team
members right now. Highly
competitive pay, paid time
off, health insurance and
matching 401k are all part of
the package. Please send
resume or request an appli-
cation at
hireme@jjacksonco.com
www.jjacksonco.com

Lottery Numbers
Thursday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 02-14-26-28-36
Cash4Life — 03-07-44-47-55, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 01-02-05-06-19-22-28-36-42-

49-54-60-63-65-66-71-74-76-78-79, BE: 02
Daily Three-Midday — 09-08-04, SB:09
Daily Three-Evening — 07-07-08, SB: 02
Daily Four-Midday — 08-01-01-03, SB: 09
Daily Four-Evening — 08-07-05-05, SB: 02
Quick Draw Evening — 03-07-08-13-16-20-21-39-40-

44-50-52-57-58-61-63-66-67-75-78, BE: 67
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): 

$40.5 million
MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $91 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $70 million
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 

ESTATE AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Sheriff Sale File number: 

90-23-0023-SS
Date & Time of Sale: Wednes-

day, December 13, 2023 at 1:00 
pm

Sale Location: Wells County 
Courthouse First Floor, 102 W 
Market St, Bluffton, IN

Judgment to be Satisfied: 
$102,216.96

Cause Number: 90D01-2209-
MF-000032

Plaintiff: SPECIALIZED LOAN 
SERVICING LLC

KENDRA D MILLER Defen-
dant: and AKA KENDRA D 
STIMPSON, ET.AL.

By virtue of a certified copy of 
a decree to me, directed from the 
Clerk of Superior/Circuit Court of 
Wells County Indiana, requiring me 
to make the sum as provided for 
in said DECREE, with interest and 
cost, I will expose at public sale to 
the highest bidder at the date, time 
and location listed above, the fee 
simple of the whole body of Real 
Estate, a certain tract or parcel of 
land described as follows:

LOT NUMBERED 76 AS 
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED ON 
THE RECORDED PLAT OF OLD 
CREEK ADDITION, SECTION 
TWO, AS ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF BLUFFTON, AS RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 26, 
OF THE RECORDS OF WELLS 
COUNTY, INDIANA.

Commonly Known as: 1502 
RIDGEWOOD LN, BLUFFTON, IN 
46714

Parcel No. 90-08-10-502-
076.000-004

Together with rents, issues, 
income and profits thereof, this 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws. In accordance to the require-
ments of IC 32-29-7-3, this Notice 
shall also represent service of 
Notice of Sale of this real estate 
upon the owners.

* An entire Sheriff’s Sale may 
be cancelled due to inclement 
weather or other county emergen-
cies. If the entire Sheriff’s Sale 
is cancelled, each parcel will be 
cancelled. Each parcel will be 
assigned to the next available sale 
(normally 2 months from original 
sale). This will allow compliance 
with Indiana Code concerning 
posting, publication, and serving 
time frames. Also, new Sheriff’s 
Sale fees will be assessed and 
the parcels will be automatically 
re-advertised. The plaintiff will be 
responsible for the new fees and 
advertising costs.

Matthew C. Gladwell,
Plaintiff’s Attorney
Attorney No. 30493-49
Reisenfeld & Associates LPA 

LLC
3962 Red Bank Road
Cincinnati, OH 45227
(513) 322-7000
Atty File#: 30493-49
 Scott Holliday, Sheriff
 By: Krista Markley,

Phone: 260/824.3426
 Harrison Township
The Sheriff’s Department 

does not warrant the accuracy 
of the commonly known address 
published herein.

PLEASE SERVE:
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
SERVE HIGHEST OFFICER 

FOUND
135 NORTH PENNSYLVANIA 

STREET, SUITE 1610
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46204

ANDREW R STIMPSON
1502 RIDGEWOOD LN
BLUFFTON, IN 46714

KENDRA D MILLER AKA KEN-
DRA D STIMPSON

1502 RIDGEWOOD LN
BLUFFTON, IN 46714

nb 10/20, 10/27, 11/3
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Sheriff Sale File Number: 

90-23-0024-SS  
Date & Time of Sale: Wednes-

day, December 13, 2023 at 1:00 
P.M.

Sale Location: Wells County 
Courthouse, First Floor, 102 W 
Market St, Bluffton, IN

Judgment to be Satisfied: 
$93,891.28

Cause No:  90C01-2304-
MF-000003

Plaintiff: Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC

Defendants: Keevan Loomis, 
United States of America acting 
through The Rural Housing Ser-
vice or successor agency, United 
States Department of Agriculture, 
Snow & Sauerteig LLP and Bluffton 
Health System LLC

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 
ESTATE AND ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES

By virtue of a certified copy of 
a decree to me directed from the 
Clerk of Superior/Circuit Court of 
Wells County, Indiana, requiring 
me to make the sum as provided 
for in said Decree with interest and 
cost, I will expose at public sale 
to the highest bidder, at the hour 
of 1:00 PM of said day as listed 
above, at 1615 W Western Av, 
Bluffton IN, fee simple of the whole 
body of Real Estate in Wells Coun-
ty, Indiana: THE SOUTH HALF 
(1/2) OF LOT NUMBERED 190 AS 
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED ON 
THE RECORDED PLAT OF THE 
TOWN, NOW CITY OF BLUFF-
TON, WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA.

Together with rents, issues, 
income and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws. This Notice shall also rep-
resent service of Notice of Sale of 
the above-described real estate 
upon the owners, pursuant to 
requirements of IC 32-29-7-3.

 Scott Holliday,
Sheriff of Wells County

Township of property location: 
Harrison

Common street address of 
property: 227 W South St, Bluffton, 
IN 46714

Property tax ID: 90-08-04-539-
128.000-004

Attorney: Scott A. Hale
Attorney Number: 35534-64
Law Firm: DOYLE & FOUTTY, 

P.C.
Contact Number: (317) 264-

5000
The sheriff’s office does not 

warrant the accuracy of the com-
monly known street address. It 
is the buyer’s responsibility to 
research the legal description and 
associated legal filings.

PLEASE SERVE:
Keevan Loomis
510 W Dustman Rd, Apt 36
Bluffton, IN 46714
MANNER OF SERVICE: Certi-

fied Mail

Brian Irvin
5400 Federal Plaza, Suite 1500
Hammond, IN 46320
MANNER OF SERVICE: Certi-

fied Mail

Occupant(s) of 227 W South 
St, Bluffton, IN 46714

227 W South St
Bluffton, IN 46714
MANNER OF SERVICE: Sher-

iff
DOYLE & FOUTTY, P.C. IS A 

DEBT COLLECTOR
nb 10/20, 10/27, 11/3

hspaxlp

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 22 - (Online Only Auction) - 
Michael & Jane Michaud, seller. Gravely zero turn riding 
mower, 2018 Family Farm Home single axle utility trailer, Crafts-
man portable air compressor, Craftsman & DeWalt power tools, 
late model appliances, antique furniture, assorted household, 
Christmas decorations, Berkley fishing boat w/14’ trailer, assort-
ed fishing. Sale managers, Patrick Carter & Nick Huffman. The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 22-OCTOBER 27 - (Online Only Auction) - Michael 
& Jane Michaud, seller. Single story home situated on 4.55 
Acres w/outbuildings. 3 bedroom and 2 full bathrooms with 1,880 
square foot and an attached 2 car garage. Open house: Oct. 26 
from 4-6 p.m., 1791 W 1000 S, Warren. Pat Carter & Nick Huff-
man, sale managers. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 22- OCTOBER 29 - (Online Only Auction) - Harvey 
E. & Wilma D. King, seller. H&D Repair Center & Body Shop 
retirement auction. Automotive & body shop equipment, pickup 
truck, tractor, car, Rotary Lift 9,000-lb. capacity 2-post hydraulic 
lift, mower. Preview: Oct. 26 from 3 p.m.-6 p.m., 300 Standard 
Oil Blvd., Montpelier. Sale manager, Patrick Carter, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
OCTOBER 27 - 8 a.m. - Secured creditors & various consign-
ors, owners. 815 Adams St., Decatur. Truck & equipment auc-
tion. Live and online bidding. 700+ lots! 100+/- municipal units! 
2012-2014 Freightliner M2106 box trucks, dump trucks, day 
cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, bucket trucks, utility & semi trailers, 
SUV’s, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pickups, 100+ various skid steer attach-
ments & more! Cargo & passenger vans, large group of Chevy 
Impalas, Tahoes, Dodge Chargers, more! Selling absolute! 
Accepting consignments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 
Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING NOVEMBER 5 
STARTING AT 4 PM EST - Randy Rossman, owner and mul-
tiple consignors. Online only consignment auction. 1,000+ lots! 
Featuring furniture, household items, collectibles, antiques, tools, 
guns, & much more! Auction preview: Nov. 2, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm 
St., Decatur. Pick up times: Nov. 6, 1-6 p.m. & Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-
noon, 3 pick up locations in Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

Public Notices

SUDOKU ANSWER

NOTICE*
Notice is hereby given that the 

Board of Directors of the Bluffton-
Harrison Middle School Building 
Corporation (the “Building Corpo-
ration”) shall convene on October 
25, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. at 805 East 
Harrison Street, Bluffton, Indiana to 
consider the form of Third Amend-
ment to Lease to be entered into 
between the Building Corporation 
and the Bluffton-Harrison Metro-
politan School District (the “School 
Corporation”), including the plans 
referred to therein, and made a 
part thereof, the proposed First 
Supplemental Trust Indenture, 
and the issuance of the Ad Valor-
em Property Tax First Mortgage 
Bonds, Series 2023 (or such other 
name or series designation as 
determined by the School Corpora-
tion’s underwriter) by the Building 
Corporation.

 Bluffton-Harrison Middle
School Building Corporation

nb 10/20
hspaxlp

Mark your 
Calendar for 
this event

FALL FLING AT National
Guard Armory, 500 E. Spring
St., Bluffton, Saturday, Octo-
ber 21, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free
admission. Raffles, food, 25+
direct sales vendors and hand-
made crafts. Raffle items are
vendor donated. All proceeds
donated to Honor Flight of
Northeast Indiana.

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

CALVARY LUTHERAN

CHURCH, 1532 N. Main St.,
Bluffton, Fri., Oct. 20, 9 a.m.-5
p.m., Sat., Oct. 21, sack day, 9
a.m.-noon.

HUGE FLEA MARKET and
church bake sale, Chester
Center Church, 9009 S 300 W,
Poneto (across from Southern
Wells HS), Thursday, Oct. 19,
Friday, Oct. 20, Saturday, Oct.
21, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Craft
items, honey, antiques, sad-
dles, toilets, barrels, col-
lectibles, wide variety of items,
misc. Pies, cookies, breads,
pretzels, noodles.

GIGANTIC GARAGE SALE

Friday/Saturday, October 20-
21, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 216 East
Central Avenue, Bluffton. Boys
and girls name brand clothes,
coats, and shoes sizes 6 to
XL, Power Wheels, girls bicy-
cles, toys and games, elliptical
trainer, sporting goods, Christ-
mas decorations, antique furni-
ture, glasses, sport cards and
sports figures, recliner. FREE
14 foot trampoline.

HELOISE HINT: Before your 
garage sale. Check the entire 
area around it to be sure there 
aren’t any tools, broken items 
or nails. You want your yard 
and sales area to be clear and 
safe. Email HELOISE@Helo-
ise.com.

NOTICE
Notices

ONE STOP SHELL! New
Owners! Krispy Krunchy
Chicken-freshly made, perfect-
ly Cajun. It's delicious! All new-
Hot Stuff Pizzas. Perfect for
any day of the week! Get Free
fountain drink with purchase of
family chicken meal, breakfast
pizza or breakfast sandwich-
offer good through November
1st. We look forward to seeing
you soon! 1303 South Main-
Bluffton. (EAP2)

SERVICES
Services

MILLER'S U-STOR We have
clean, secure storage units
available. Various sizes.
260-824-4141. Miller U-Stor,
1118 W. Silver, Bluffton, IN.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Court Security Su-
pervisor. This position over-
sees the coordination of the
day-to-day operations for the
protection and security of the
Wells County Courthouse.
Must have college level cours-
es or work experience in su-
pervision or management, and
at least five (5) years of experi-
ence in law enforcement or
corrections, including experi-
ence with security measures
and devices. Must have at
least two (2) years of direct su-
pervisory experience. Must
pass background investigation
which may include but is not
limited to employment history
and criminal history check. 20-
year matrix salary range for a
Court Security Supervisor is
$43,682 - $52,774. Years of
service and experience will be
honored for a starting salary
up to five years in the pay ma-
trix. Deadline for Pre-applica-
tion submission is no later than
November 10, 2023. Apply at
www.wellscountysheriff.com
under "Job Opportunities". A
full job description will also be
listed on the website for re-
view.

Help Wanted

EARN EXTRA CASH by sell-
ing your "unwanted" items dur-
ing the month of October. A 20
-word, line classified ad for five
days is only $5! For Sale Items
Only. Excludes Garage Sales.
Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office, 125 N. Johnson
St., 260-824-0224, or place
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

5 for $5
FOR SALE

News-Banner Scoreboard

FRIDAY, OCT 20
FOOTBALL: (sectional quarterfinal) Delta at Norwell, 7 p.m.; 

Bluffton at Alexandria Monroe, 7 p.m.; North Miami at  Southern 
Wells, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT 21
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): (regional) Bluffton, Norwell, 

Southern Wells at The PLEX Fort Wayne, 10:30 a.m.
MONDAY, OCT 23
No events scheduled
TUESDAY, OCT 24
No events scheduled
WEDNESDAY, OCT 25
No events scheduled
THURSDAY, OCT 26
No events scheduled
FRIDAY, OCT 27
FOOTBALL: (sectional semi-final) TBD.

High School Calendar
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Goods & services 
directory

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Refusing to give up, Rep. 
Jim Jordan told GOP col-
leagues Thursday he was 
still running for the House 
gavel — leaving Republi-
cans few viable options after 
his hardline backers resisted 
a plan to expand the tempo-
rary speaker’s powers to re-
open the House.

The combative Jordan 
delivered the message at a 
fiery closed-door meeting at 
the Capitol as the Republi-
can majority considered an 
extraordinary plan to give 
the interim speaker pro tem-
pore more powers for the 
next several months to bring 
the House back into session 
and conduct crucial busi-
ness, according to Repub-
licans familiar with the pri-
vate meeting who insisted 
on anonymity to discuss it.

But neither option 
seemed immediately work-
able. GOP moderates who 
have twice rejected Jordan 
are unwilling to support him 

now, especially after some 
report harassing pressures 
and even death threats from 
his supporters. At the same 
time, Jordan’s hard-right 
allies are refusing to allow 
a temporary speaker to gain 
more power.

The prolonged stalemate 
risks keeping the House 
intractably shut down for 
the foreseeable future after 
the unprecedented ouster of 
Kevin McCarthy as speaker,

“I’m still running for 
speaker and I plan to go to 
the floor and get the votes 
and win this race,” said Jor-
dan, the Judiciary Commit-
tee chairman and founder of 
the hardline House Freedom 
Caucus.

Thursday’s meeting grew 
heated at times with Repub-
lican factions blaming one 
another for sending their 
majority into chaos, law-
makers said.

When Rep. Matt Gaetz 
of Florida, a chief architect 
of the ouster of the speak-

er two weeks ago, rose to 
speak, McCarthy told him it 
was not his turn.

“We’re shaking up Wash-
ington, D.C. We’re breaking 
the fever. And, you know 
what, it’s messy,” Gaetz said 
later.

With Jordan refusing 
to concede and his hard-
right detractors rejecting 
the longshot idea of install-
ing McHenry as a tempo-
rary speaker, there are few 
options left to put the shat-
tered House back to normal.

The House convened 
briefly at midday Thursday, 
but no action was taken, the 
schedule ahead uncertain.

There is a sinking real-
ization that the House could 
remain endlessly stuck, out 
of service and without a 
leader for the foreseeable 
future as the Republican 
majority spirals deeper into 
dysfunction.

“We’re trying to figure 
out if there’s a way we can 
get back with a Republican-

only solution,” said veteran 
legislator Rep. Tom Cole, 
R-Okla.

“That’s what normal 
majorities do. What this 
majority has done is prove 
it’s not a normal majority.”

Elevating McHenry to 
an expanded speaker’s role 
would not be as politically 
simple as it might seem. The 
hard-right Republican law-
makers including some who 
ousted McCarthy, don’t like 
the idea.

“Asinine,” said Rep. 
Chip Roy, R-Texas, a leader 
of far-right House Freedom 
Caucus.

While Democrats have 
suggested the arrangement, 
Republicans are loathe to 
partner with the Democrats 
in a bipartisan way. And it’s 
highly unlikely Republicans 
could agree give Speaker Pro 
Tem Patrick McHenry more 
powers on their own, even 
though they have majority 
control of the House.

“It’s a bad precedent and 

I don’t support it,” said Rep. 
Scott Perry, R-Pa., the Free-
dom Caucus chairman.

McHenry himself has 
brushed off attempts to take 
the job more permanently 
after he was appointed to the 
role after the unprecedented 
ouster of McCarthy more 
than two weeks ago.

“I did not ask for addi-
t ional  powers ,”  said 
McHenry of North Carolina, 
a Republican who is well-
liked by his colleagues and 
viewed as a highly compe-
tent legislator. “My duty is 
to get the next speaker elect-
ed. That’s my focus.”

But McCarthy himself 
explained that he tapped 
McHenry for the role, created 
in the aftermath of the Sept. 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks to 
ensure continuity of govern-
ment, because he “wanted 
somebody that could work 
with all sides. And McHenry 
is ideal for all that.”

Next steps were highly 
uncertain as angry, frustrat-

ed Republicans predict the 
House could stay essential-
ly shuttered, as it has been 
almost all month, until the 
mid-November deadline for 
Congress to approve fund-
ing or risk a federal govern-
ment shutdown.

“I think clearly Nov. 17 is 
a real date,” said Rep. Kevin 
Hern, R-Okla., who leads a 
large conservative caucus, 
referring to the next deadline

What was clear was that 
Jordan’s path to become 
House speaker was almost 
certainly lost.

On Wednesday, Jor-
dan, failed in a crucial sec-
ond ballot, opposed by 22 
Republicans, two more than 
he lost in first-round voting 
the day before.

Many view the Ohio con-
gressman as too extreme for 
a central seat of U.S. power 
and resented the harassing 
hardball tactics from Jor-
dan’s allies for their votes. 
Several lawmakers said they 
had received death threats.

Jordan still running for House gavel, plan for temporary speaker fails

KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza 
Strip (AP) — There are 
explosions audible in the 
cramped, humid room 
where Azmi Keshawi 
shelters with his family 
in Gaza’s southern city of 
Khan Younis. The bombard-
ments keep coming closer, 
he says, and they’re wreak-
ing death and destruction.

Keshawi, his wife, two 
sons, two daughters and tiny 
grandchildren are trying to 
survive inside.

The Israeli military has 
relentlessly attacked Gaza 
in retaliation for a devas-
tating Hamas rampage in 
southern Israel almost two 
weeks ago and the Keshawi 
family’s sense of despera-
tion is growing. Food is run-
ning out and Israel has so 
far stopped humanitarian 
attempts to bring it in.

The family hasn’t show-
ered in days since Israel cut 
off Gaza’s water and fuel 
supplies. They get drinking 
water from the U.N. school, 
where workers hand out jer-
rycans of water from Gaza’s 
subterranean aquifer to 
desperate families. It tastes 
salty. The desalination sta-
tions stopped working when 
the fuel ran out.

Keshawi boils the water 
and hopes for the best.

“How the hell did the 
entire world just watch and 

let Israel turn off the water?” 
said Keshawi, 59, a U.S.-
educated researcher at the 
International Crisis Group, 
his voice rising with anger.

That the world is watch-
ing, he says, saddens him 
the most.

Sometimes there are too 
many airstrikes to forage for 
food. But his family’s stocks 
are dwindling, so he tries to 
get bread when he can. On 
Thursday, the line for one 
loaf was chaotic and took 
five hours. Several bakeries 
have been bombed. Others 
have closed because they 
don’t have enough water or 
power. Authorities are still 
working out the logistics for 
a delivery of humanitarian 
aid into Gaza from Egypt.

Keshawi has money to 
buy food for his grandchil-
dren. But there’s hardly 
anything to buy. The chil-
dren often eat stale bread 
and drink powdered milk. A 
few Palestinians who own 
chicken farms and have gas 
stoves run take-out kitchens 
from their homes, asking 
customers to wait for hours 
to get a meager plate of 
rice and chicken. Keshawi 
wishes he didn’t see the 
water they used — liquid 
with a disconcerting yellow 
hue, from a donkey cart. He 
didn’t tell his wife.

“It’s not the time to be 

picky,” he said from his 
friend’s house where he 
sought refuge after heeding 
an Israeli military evacu-
ation order for Gaza City. 
“We don’t know if anything 
will be available tomorrow.”

The toilet in the house is 
nearly full to the brim with 
urine. What water they can 
spare to wash the dishes they 
then use to flush waste down 
the toilet. Without enough 
food or water, they don’t use 
the bathroom much.

The nights are the hard-
est, he said. When airstrikes 
crash nearby and explosions 
light up the sky, the adults 
muster what little resolve 
they have to soothe the chil-
dren.

“Boom!” they yell and 
cheer when the bombs thun-
der. The babies laugh.

But older kids are ter-
rified. They see the news 
and know that the airstrikes 
have crushed thousands of 
homes and killed over 3,000 
Palestinians in Gaza so far, 
including dozens of people 
a mere kilometer (half mile) 
from the house they thought 
would offer safety.

Keshawi said he tries 
to put on a brave face. But 
often, he said, he can’t stop 
weeping.

“It’s really killing me,” 
he said. “It really breaks my 
heart.”

Gaza under Israeli siege: Bread 
lines, yellow water, explosions

ATLANTA (AP) — 
Lawyer Sidney Powell 
pleaded guilty to reduced 
charges Thursday over 
efforts to overturn Donald 
Trump's loss in the 2020 
election in Georgia, becom-
ing the second defendant in 
the sprawling case to reach a 
deal with prosecutors.

P o w e l l ,  w h o  w a s 
charged alongside Trump 
and 17 others with violat-
ing the state's anti-rack-
eteering law, entered the 
plea just a day before jury 
selection was set to start in 
her trial. She pleaded guilty 
to six misdemeanors accus-
ing her of conspiring to 
intentionally interfere with 
the performance of election 
duties.

As part of the deal, she 
will serve six years of pro-
bation, will be fined $6,000 
and will have to write an 
apology letter to Georgia 
and its residents. She also 
recorded a statement for 
prosecutors and agreed to 
testify truthfully against her 
co-defendants at future tri-
als.

Powell was initially 
charged with racketeering 
and six other counts as part 
of a wide-ranging scheme to 
keep the Republican presi-
dent in power after he lost 
the 2020 election to Demo-
crat Joe Biden. Prosecutors 
say she also participated in 
an unauthorized breach of 
elections equipment in a 
rural Georgia county elec-
tions office.

The plea deal makes 
Powell the most prominent 
known person to be work-
ing with prosecutors inves-
tigating Trump's efforts to 

overturn the election. Her 
cooperation in the case 
and participation in strate-
gy talks threaten to expose 
the former president and 
offer insight on what he 
was saying and doing in 
the critical period after the 
election.

Above all, the guilty plea 
is a remarkable about-face 
for a lawyer who, perhaps 
more than anyone else, 
strenuously pushed baseless 
conspiracy theories about 
a stolen election in the face 
of extensive evidence to 
the contrary. She also has 
important knowledge about 
high-profile events, includ-
ing a news conference she 
participated in on behalf of 
Trump and his campaign 
shortly after the election and 
on a White House meeting 
she attended in mid-Decem-
ber of 2020 in which prose-
cutors say ways to influence 
the outcome of the election 
were discussed.

Powell's only comments 
in court came in response to 
routine questions from pros-
ecutor Daysha Young and 
the judge.

There was a moment of 
levity when Young asked, 
"How old are you, ma'am?"

"Oh gosh," Powell said 
with a chuckle. "Sixty-eight, 
despite my astonishingly 
youthful countenance."

But Powell was solemn 
and succinct when Young 
asked, "How do you plead 
to the six counts of conspir-
acy to commit intentional 
interference with perfor-
mance of election duties?"

"Guilty," Powell said, her 
hands folded in front of her 
on the defense table.

John Fishwick, a for-
mer U.S. attorney for the 
Western District of Vir-
ginia, called Powell's plea a 
"significant win" for Fulton 
County District Attorney 
Fani Willis.

"This is somebody who 
was at ground zero of these 
allegations and a lawyer 
who is pleading guilty," he 
said. "This is very signifi-
cant."

Fishwick also said Pow-
ell's plea is helpful to Jack 
Smith, the Justice Depart-
ment's special counsel.

Powell is referenced, 
though not by name, as 
one of six unindicted co-
conspirators in Smith's fed-
eral case charging Trump 
with plotting to overturn 
the election. That indict-
ment notes how Trump had 
privately acknowledged 
to others that Powell's 
unfounded claims of elec-
tion fraud were "crazy," yet 
nonetheless he promoted 
and embraced a lawsuit 
that Powell filed against 
the state of Georgia that 
included what prosecutors 
said were "far-fetched" and 
baseless assertions.

Barry Coburn, a Wash-
ington-based lawyer for 
Powell, declined to com-
ment Thursday.

Powell gained noto-
riety for threatening in a 
Fox Business interview in 
November 2020 to "release 
the Kraken," invoking a 
mythical sea monster when 
talking about a lawsuit she 
planned to file to challenge 
the results of the presidential 
election. Similar suits she 
filed in several states were 
promptly dismissed.

Powell pleads guilty over efforts 
to overturn Trump’s loss in Georgia


