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PTABOA completes first round of 2023 appeals 
By MARK MILLER

Homeowners in the Wood-
lands addition on Bluffton’s north 
side will likely see some changes 
in their assessments next year. 
Some will be happy, others will 
not.

A decision to reduce the number 
of “neighborhoods” — a technical 
term used for assessing residential 
property for tax purposes — in the 
growing addition was the main 
news to emerge from the first of 
two hearings of the Property Tax 
Assessment Board of Appeals held 
Monday morning.

A n d r e w  S m e t h e r s ,  a n 
employee of the Nexus Group 
that works closely with the 
Wells County Assessor’s office, 
explained that the inconsisten-
cies of property assessments 
the past few years in this area 
was due to the groupings of 
the homes into too many small 
neighborhoods. The term is 
meant to describe a group of 
homes that share significant 
characteristics, including geo-
graphic, to be utilized for trend-
ing purposes in determining the 
homes’ values.

The Woodlands area currently 
consists of “three or four neigh-
borhoods,” Smethers said. Wells 
County Assessor Laura Roberts 
believes there will be two for the 
2024 assessment year.

The other news to come out 
the hearing was the presence of 
Smethers, who Roberts described 
as an “arbiter or an intermediary,” 
she said.

His participation was in 
response to some criticisms the 
board received in the past year 
regarding how the hearings 
were conducted and the role of 
the assessor with the appeals 
board. 

Smethers reviewed each 
appeal prior to the hearing, 
some of which resulted in set-
tlements. In each case Mon-
day, the appealing taxpayer 
was given five minutes to 
present their arguments, after 
which Smethers gave the three-
member board his opinion.  He 
would either defend the current 
assessment or suggest  a lower 
number based on his review. In 
one case, he admitted that he 

Jonathan Goetz of rural Markle distributes data to support his appeals of both a commercial and residential property 
assessment at Monday’s meeting of the Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals. The board, shown in the back-
ground, consists of Judy Affolder, Blake Fiechter and Nathan Schrock. At right is Andrew Smethers of the Nexus 
Group. “I greatly appreciate what you’re doing,” Goetz told the board at one point, “whether it makes me happy or 
sad. I wouldn’t want to be in your seat.” Goetz was eventually granted a reduction in his assessment. (Photo by 
Mark Miller)

By HOLLY GASKILL
Conversations regarding vacating 

County Road 500 West brought multiple 
concerned residents to Monday’s Wells 
County Commissioner meeting. 

According to County Attorney Ted 
Storer, Rock Creek Stone Quarry sub-
mitted a revised petition to vacate a 
portion of the county’s right-of-way on 
CR 500W between Ind. 124 and 100N. 
If the county granted this request, the 
portion of the road would no longer be 
available for public travel. 

Commissioner Blake Gerber advised 
the audience he had consulted state 

officials about the matter, who said the 
request was quite uncommon. No deci-
sion was discussed, but Gerber affirmed 
that the commissioners were taking the 
matter under advisement. 

“That’s why we’re not going to make 
a decision overnight,” Gerber said. “It’s 
going to take time.”

Several residents provided their 
objections during public comment. 

Laura Roberts, county assessor and 
resident of 1275N 500W, told the com-
missioners the road was one of the only 
ways to access the area in a flood sever-

Commissioners address 
concerns over petition 
to vacate county road

Indiana DNR celebrates 
300 nature preserves 
and humble beginnings

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The Hoosier Prairie Nature Preserve was 
smoldering.

It was late October, 1978: Indiana’s first 
prescribed burn. The ancient prairie eco-
system requires periodic fire to regenerate, 
according to the Indiana Department of Nat-
ural Resources.

And John Bacone — one of just three 
employees within DNR’s Nature Preserves 
Division — was nervous. He’d joined, early 
career, that same year.

After dark, with the fire out, he and a col-
league returned to check on the nature pre-
serve’s black oak trees.

“I can always see this in my mind,” 
Bacone told the Capital Chronicle 45 years 

later. “We walked through the blackened 
landscape, through the savannahs.”

He described unscathed deer trails criss-
crossing the burned-out prairie in stark 
white lines. And the trees, he said, “were 
hollow like chimneys” with sparks “flying 
out of the top of them.”

“I could feel like, ‘Wow, this is like it 
would have been in 1832,'” Bacone said. 
“… We’ve just seen a fire sweep through 
this area. And then we also know that next 
spring and summer it’s going to be super 
green and full of flowers.”

Since Bacone joined DNR in 1978, the 
number of nature preserves in Indiana has 
grown sixfold: from 46 to 300. More than 
50,000 acres of Hoosier land lie within 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)
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Driver killed when train derailment collapses Colorado bridge

By NAJIB JOBAIN, 
SAMYA KULLAB and 

JOSEPH KRAUSS 
Associated Press

RAFAH, Gaza Strip (AP) — 
Truckloads of aid idled at Egypt's 
border with Gaza as residents 
and humanitarian groups pleaded 
Monday for water, food and fuel 
for dying generators, saying the 
tiny Palestinian territory sealed off 
by Israel after last week's rampage 
by Hamas was near total collapse.

U.S. President Joe Biden 
planned to travel to Israel on 
Wednesday to signal White House 
support for the country and to Jor-
dan to meet with Arab leaders. 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken announced the trip early 
Tuesday in Tel Aviv during his 
second visit to Israel in less than 
a week amid fears that the fight-
ing could expand into a broader 
regional conflict.

In Gaza, hospitals were on the 

verge of losing electricity, threat-
ening the lives of thousands of 
patients, and hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians displaced 
from their homes searched for 
bread. Israel maintained punish-
ing airstrikes across Gaza as a 
ground invasion loomed, while 
Hamas militants kept up a bar-
rage of rocket attacks, and tensions 
mounted near the Israel-Lebanon 
border.

More than a week after Israel 

cut off entry of any supplies, all 
eyes were on the Rafah crossing, 
Gaza's only connection to Egypt. 
Mediators were trying to reach 
a cease-fire that would let in aid 
and let out trapped foreigners. 
Israeli airstrikes forced the cross-
ing to shut down last week, but it 
remained unclear Monday which 
of the regional actors was keeping 
the crossing closed.

Blinken, who returned to Israel 
after a six-country tour through 

Arab nations, said the U.S. and 
Israel had agreed to develop a plan 
to enable humanitarian aid to reach 
civilians in Gaza. There were few 
details, but the plan would include 
"the possibility of creating areas to 
help keep civilians out of harm's 
way."

"We share Israel's concern that 
Hamas may seize or destroy aid 
entering Gaza or otherwise pre-
vent it from reaching the people 

By JESSE BEDAYN, 
COLLEEN SLEVIN

 and MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press

DENVER (AP) — A truck 
driver was killed when a train 
derailed near Pueblo, Colorado, 
and caused a railroad bridge to 
collapse onto a major highway — 
crushing the semitruck, spilling 
coal and mangled rail cars across 
the roadway and shutting down 
traffic indefinitely, authorities said 
Monday.

The 60-year-old driver was 
initially said to be trapped in the 
Sunday afternoon accident on 
Interstate 25, but authorities said 
Monday that he had died.

The partially collapsed bridge 
could be seen Monday afternoon 
with the semitruck caught beneath 
it in the northbound right lane. 
Derailed train cars were piled up 
on the bridge and along the tracks 
to the northeast and large amounts 
of coal covered a portion of the 
highway.

A nine-mile stretch of I-25 — 
the main north-south road corri-
dor in Colorado, used by 39,000 
to 44,000 vehicles daily — was 
shut down in what the Colorado 
Department of Transportation said 
Monday would be an extended 
closure.

The bridge partially collapsed 
when the train hauling 124 cars 
of coal derailed at about 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday just as the semitrailer truck 
passed beneath it, the National 
Transportation Safety Board said.

Thirty cars derailed, the agency 
said.

Investigators from the NTSB 
arrived Monday at the site, just 
north of Pueblo and about 114 
miles south of Denver. They will 
determine the cause after look-
ing at the adequacy of prior track 
inspections, the condition and 
maintenance history of the bridge 
and any issues with the train or 
rail cars, the agency said in a state-
ment. A preliminary report will be 
released in 30 days.

It was not immediately known 
whether any other vehicles were 
involved, Pueblo County Sheriff's 
Office spokesperson Gayle Perez 
said.

It could take as long as 48 hours 
to clear the coal and other debris 
and make the highway passable, 
Gov. Jared Polis said. That work 
won't begin until federal investi-
gators give the state clearance to 
proceed, Polis said. He added that 
Colorado had been waiting months 

Aid blocked at Egyptian border, Gaza draws closer to collapse

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)



L O C A L / N AT I O NPage 2 • The News-Banner • TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2023

PTABOA first round Weather
Tuesday, October 17, 2023

(24-hour observations at 8:52 p.m. Monday)
High: 55; Low: 45; Precipitation: 0.04 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.46  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 58. West wind 

around 5 mph. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 41. South 

wind around 5 mph. 
Wednesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 65. South-

west wind 5 to 15 mph. 
Wednesday Night: A 50 percent chance of showers. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 51. South wind 10 to 20 
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Thursday: Showers likely, mainly after 2 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 64. Breezy. Chance of precipitation 
is 70 percent.

Thursday Night: Showers likely, mainly before 2 a.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 46. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60 percent.

Friday: Showers likely, mainly after 2 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 58. Chance of precipitation is 60 
percent.

Friday Night: Showers likely, mainly before 8 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 41. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60 percent.

Saturday: A 30 percent chance of showers. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 57.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 39.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 57.
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 37.
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had planned to recommend a “no 
change” but after hearing from the 
taxpayer of extenuating circum-
stances, told the board he would 
“not object” if they chose to make 
the requested change.

In all, 13 appeals were heard with 
six essentially “winning” by either 

having Smethers agreeing with them or 
not objecting to a decision by the board 
to allow. Four appeals were denied by 
the board. Three of the appeals resulted 
in a lowered assessment although not 
to the degree the taxpayer had request-
ed.

Roberts reported that approxi-
mately 20 appeals remain unresolved 

and will be scheduled for a hear-
ing in November, although the exact 
date was not set at Monday’s meet-
ing. Several of these taxpayers have 
ceased responding to her communica-
tions, she added. She also suspects a 
few more will be resolved prior to the 
next hearing.

miller@news-banner.com

al years ago. She added that 
the road was frequently used 
for area access to Ind. 124. 
Roberts asked the commis-
sioners to consult with local 
emergency services about 
their travel routes before 
making any decisions.

S i m i l a r l y ,  S h a u n 
Donaghy, resident of 476N 
500W, said his family’s 

home could be positioned 
at a dead end of CR 500W. 
He claimed the bus would 
have to turn around in the 
home’s driveway to pick 
up his child for school. 
Additionally, Donaghy 
expressed frustration about 
how it could affect the 
property value. 

Consequently, Donaghy 
said he had discussed the 

matter with a lawyer and 
believed he would need to 
approve any changes with 
the road. Storer advised that 
a homeowner would not 
have the power to “veto” 
a road change but that the 
matter would be part of 
ongoing discussions and 
hearings before anything 
happened. 

Roberts then raised an 

issue with this, noting that 
Donaghy’s was the only 
adjacent property that 
required notification about a 
hearing but that many more 
properties in the area would 
be affected. The commis-
sioners said the item would 
be posted in upcoming agen-
das if they planned to dis-
cuss it or take action. 

holly@news-banner.com

dedicated nature preserves, in the most 
widely distributed system of protected 
lands in the state.

‘Irreplaceable’ places
Nature preserves protect Indiana’s 

highest-quality natural lands, whether 
that’s landscapes seldom touched since 
the state was settled or species that face 
extinction.

Indiana established its first two state 
parks in 1916, according to DNR, and 
now has 24.

But conservationists saw other Hoo-
sier land at risk of degradation and 
destruction.

The Indiana General Assembly 
approved the Nature Preserves Act in 
1967.

“It is necessary and desirable that 
areas of unusual natural significance 
be set aside and preserved for the ben-
efit of present and future generations 
before the areas have been destroyed,” 
reads the act. “Once the areas have 
been destroyed, the areas cannot be 
wholly restored.”

Attorney Jim Barrett wrote in the 
law that the areas are “irreplaceable” 
as laboratories for scientific research, 
reservoirs of potentially useful natu-
ral materials and habitats for species 
“whose diversity enriches the meaning 
and enjoyment of human life.”

Barrett, a founder of Indiana’s 
ACRES Land Trust, called the areas 
“living museums,” where people can 
ponder the “interdependence of all 
forms of life” and be reminded of human 
health’s “vital dependence … upon the 
health of the natural communities.”

Pine Hills Nature Preserve in Mont-
gomery County became the state’s 
first, in 1969.

Its most recent — as of last week — 
is Toothwort Woods Nature Preserve 
in Jennings County. It’s the only place 
in Indiana where all four native Hoo-
sier toothwort plant species are found 
growing together, according to DNR.

And Barrett’s words, straight from 
Indiana Code, were read aloud at its 
dedication as the state’s 300th nature 
preserve.

The program’s successes, however, 
belie its humble beginnings.

Scrounging for resources
Bacone joined DNR fresh off a 

three-year gig surveying Illinois for 
unprotected land worth preserving.

“That was done kind of in one fell 
swoop,” Bacone said of the Illinois 
project. “When I started working here 
(at DNR), … we tried to duplicate it. 
But we never did get, like ‘Here’s a ton 
of money, go inventory the state.’ So 
we did what we could when we could.”

The Division of Nature Preserves 
was small at the time: Director Bill 
Barnes, Assistant Director Bacone, 
a secretary and a federally funded 
field assistant. Though the team was 
crammed into “a couple of teeny 
rooms” at the back of DNR’s State 
Parks offices, Bacone recalled only 
“great respect and cooperation.”

Barnes maintained detailed files for 
potential nature preserves — the initial 
sites were based off an influential con-
servationist book — and updated them 
as he visited the land and owners. And 
he’d call on the rest of the agency for 
borrowed equipment, or even time — 
like to fence the new properties.

“(Barnes) would do (fencing) with 
volunteer workdays. There was just so 
many people that always were show-
ing up to help get the job done because 
he didn’t have any staff,” Bacone said. 
“… It was just wonderful cooperation 
… and it kind of grew from there.”

It grew, according to Bacone, with 
“fortuitous bumps” in resources. He 
became director of the division in 
1980.

In the 1970s, as the state considered 
creating a coastal management pro-
gram, the division got a grant to inven-
tory that area.

Later, when Indiana wanted to take 
over administration of a coal mining 
and land restoration program from the 
federal government, it needed a data-
base of natural areas. It used DNR’s, 
and Bacone’s division gained two coal 
region-focused employees. The state 
gained primacy in 1983, according to 
an annual oversight report.

The division was also asked to 
inventory urban U.S. Department of 
Defense properties, like Fort Benjamin 
Harrison in Marion County — right as 

the federal government began decom-
missioning those properties.

“They were going to get rid of 
these military installations (and) we 
had already done this report. I think 
it helped Evan Bayh decide, when he 
was governor, that this is kind of a neat 
place,” Bacone said.

The former fort — opened as a state 
park in 1996 — contains four different 
nature preserves. Bacone noted that the 
park is the largest contiguous forested 
block in central Indiana. Hoosiers have 
converted most of the region’s forests 
into farmland or developed upon it.

And DNR gained a new funding 
source in 1992, when the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly established a land acqui-
sition trust. It’s funded by “environ-
mental” license plate design purchases, 
donations and any additional lawmaker 
appropriations.

The trust has enabled the state and 
others to acquire 440 sites totaling 
61,793 acres — nature preserves, state 
parks and more — for about $50 million, 
according to DNR. Indiana has also used 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, 
a federal-state 50-50 matching program, 
to acquire land, Bacone said.

Preserved in perpetuity
Today, Indiana and other landown-

ers maintain 300 nature preserves, with 
more to come.

Bacone retired from DNR in 2019, 
but said his former division is still “out 
there looking” for new possibilities.

“They’re … still finding things, and 
going back out and rechecking things,” 
he added.

The state of Indiana owns much of 
the land, but so do other entities: local 
units of government, nonprofits and 
more.

The land is permanently protected; 
when the preserves are dedicated, the 
documents are recorded with the loca-
tion’s county and stay with the deed.

At Toothwort Woods’ dedication, 
DNR Director Dan Bortner present-
ed Bacone with a Sagamore of the 
Wabash award for his decades of work 
on nature preserves. The award is one 
of the state’s highest honors, conferred 
by the governor for distinguished ser-
vice to the state.

(Continued from Page 1)
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County road petition

Indiana DNR

Train derailment
to receive federal money 
already dedicated for safety 
and rail projects.

"Those improvements 
come too late to prevent this 
incident," the Democratic 
governor said in a state-
ment. "I am saddened that 
a life was lost in this train 
derailment and send my 
condolences to his family 
and loved ones."

The bridge was built in 
1958, Colorado Transporta-
tion Department spokesper-
son Bob Wilson said.

Former NTSB accident 
investigator Russell Quimby 
said the most likely sce-
nario was that the derailed 
cars slammed into the side 
of the bridge, causing the 
girders that support it to be 
displaced and causing the 
bridge to fall. Potential sab-
otage or vandalism also will 
be looked at by investiga-
tors, he said.

"Usually that's pretty obvi-
ous," Quimby said. "If they 
find something that looks like 
some kind of vandalism or 
foul play, they would call in 

the FBI and it would become 
a crime scene."

There was some confu-
sion over who owned the 
bridge. A BNSF spokesper-
son said it was owned by the 
state.

Wilson said early Mon-
day that it was BNSF's 
bridge and the railroad was 
responsible for inspecting 
it. But Wilson later said the 
ownership was unclear.

Officials didn't provide 
details about the truck driv-
er's death, citing the ongoing 
investigation.

There were no reported 
injuries to BNSF crew, 
according to Kendall 
Kirkham Sloan, a spokes-
person for the Fort Worth, 
Texas-based freight rail-
road. BNSF personnel were 
working with responding 
agencies to clear the inci-
dent as safely as possible, 
Kirkham Sloan said.

Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg said on social 
media that he had been in 
touch with Polis and had 
been briefed by the Federal 
Railroad and Federal High-

way administrations, which 
were ready to help support a 
swift return to normal use for 
the highway and rail routes.

Unlike highway bridges, 
government agencies don't 
catalog rail bridges and it's 
largely up to the railroads 
to inspect and maintain the 
ones that they own. Federal 
officials monitor the inspec-
tion programs through 
audits but there is no inven-
tory on the condition of the 
bridges.

There are somewhere 
between 61,000 and more 
than 100,000 railroad bridg-
es across the U.S., according 
to figures provided by the 
Federal Railway Adminis-
tration. The agency defines 
bridges as having a span of 
20 feet or more, whereas 
some railroads count even 
short crossings over culverts 
as bridges.

Congress established the 
parameters of the govern-
ment's oversight of bridges 
and railway administration 
officials have previously said 
they were not able to alter 
that approach unilaterally.

Sunday's accident fol-
lows a railroad bridge col-
lapse in June along a Mon-
tana Rail Link route in 
southern Montana that sent 
railcars with oil products 
plunging into the Yellow-
stone River, spilling molten 
sulfur and up to 250 tons of 
hot asphalt. The collapse, 
which remains under inves-
tigation, involved a steel 
truss bridge.

That's different than the 
type of bridge that Colo-
rado officials said collapsed 
on Sunday. The bridge near 
Pueblo was a 188-feet long 
steel girder bridge, said Wil-
son. It was 14 feet wide with 
a clearance of 16.3 feet, he 
said.

Despite the two recent 
accidents, Quimby said it's 
"extremely" unusual for rail 
bridges to collapse. Quimby 
said bridges are key pieces 
of railroad networks and 
companies have a vested 
interest in properly main-
taining them. Some railroad 
bridges are more than a 
century old but still in good 
repair, he said.

(Continued from Page 1)

who need it," Blinken said.
Israel evacuated towns 

near its northern border with 
Lebanon, where the military 
has exchanged fire repeat-
edly with the Iranian-backed 
Hezbollah group.

Speaking to the Israeli 
Knesset, Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
warned Iran and Hezbollah, 
"Don't test us in the north. 
Don't make the mistake of 
the past. Today, the price you 
will pay will be far heavier," 
referring to Israel's 2006 war 
with Hezbollah, which oper-
ates out of Lebanon.

Soon after he spoke, the 
Knesset floor was evacu-
ated as rockets headed 
toward Jerusalem. Sirens 
in Tel Aviv prompted U.S. 
and Israeli officials to take 
shelter in a bunker, officials 
said.

Iran's foreign minister, 
meanwhile, warned that 
"preemptive action is possi-
ble" if Israel moves closer to 
a ground offensive. Hossein 
Amirabdollahian's threat 
followed a pattern of esca-
lating rhetoric from Iran, 
which supports Hamas and 
Hezbollah.

This has become the 
deadliest of the five Gaza 
wars for both sides. At least 
2,778 people have been 
killed and 9,700 wounded 
in Gaza, according to the 
Health Ministry there. More 
than 1,400 Israelis have 
been killed, the vast major-
ity civilians massacred in 
Hamas' Oct. 7 assault.

The Israeli military said 
Monday that at least 199 
hostages were taken into 
Gaza, more than previously 
estimated. Hamas said it 
was holding 200 to 250 hos-
tages, including foreigners 
whom it said it would free 
when it was feasible.

Also Monday, Hamas' 
military wing released a 
hostage video showing a 
dazed woman having her 
arm wrapped with bandag-
es. The woman, who iden-
tified herself in the video 
as Mia Schem, 21, rocked 
slightly as she spoke, the 
sound of explosions rever-
berating in the background. 
In her statement, Schem said 
she was taken from Sderot, 
a small Israeli city near the 

Gaza border where she had 
attended a party. Hamas said 
she had undergone a three-
hour operation.

The Israeli military said 
Schem's family was told of 
her abduction last week, and 
officials dismissed the video 
as propaganda.

The plight of the hostage 
s has dominated the Israeli 
media since the attack, with 
interviews of their relatives 
playing almost constantly. 
Israeli officials have vowed 
to maintain the siege of 
Gaza until the hostages are 
released.

The head of Israel's Shin 
Bet security service, in 
charge of monitoring mili-
tant groups, took respon-
sibility for failing to avert 
Hamas' surprise attack. As 
agency head, "the respon-
sibility for that is on me," 
Ronen Bar said.

"There will be time for 
investigation — now is a 
time for war," he wrote in 
a letter to Shin Bet workers 
and their families.

The combination of air-
strikes, dwindling supplies 
and Israel's mass evacuation 
order for the north of the 
Gaza Strip has thrown the 
tiny territory's 2.3 million 
people into upheaval and 
increasing desperation. More 
than 1 million have fled their 
homes, and 60 percent are 
now in the approximately 8 
mile area south of the evacu-
ation zone, according to the 
U.N.

The Israeli military says 
it is trying to clear civilians 
for their safety ahead of a 
major campaign against 
Hamas in Gaza's north, 
where it says the militants 
have extensive networks of 
tunnels and rocket launch-
ers. Much of Hamas' mili-
tary infrastructure is in resi-
dential areas.

Those fleeing northern 
Gaza still faced airstrikes 
in the south. Before dawn 
Monday, a strike in the town 
of Rafah collapsed a build-
ing sheltering three families 
who had evacuated from 
Gaza City. At least 12 peo-
ple were killed and nine oth-
ers remained buried under 
rubble, survivors said. The 
strike reduced the house to 
a vast crater blanketed with 
wreckage.

Gaza collapse
(Continued from Page 1)



INCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 2:54 p.m., Main 

Motel. Officer requested to 
stand by for potential baby 
mama drama during custody 
exchange.

Friday, 3:11 p.m., Stog-
dill Road and East Spring 
Street. Caller reported 
motorcycle ran stop arm on 
a bus.

Friday, 3:59 p.m., 300 
block of North Marion 
Street. Officer assisted shel-
ter with putting sick raccoon 
down.

Friday, 4:33 p.m., East 
Monroe and North Main 
streets. Driver cited for 
expired plates.

Friday, 5:53 p.m., North 
Main Street and Ind. 124. 
Report of 2 male juveniles 
climbing across walking 
bridge. Warned not to do 
it again, parents contacted 
about shenanigans.

Saturday, 3:20 a.m., Pak 
A Sak South. Caller request-
ed someone to talk to.

Saturday, 4:06 a.m., Val-
ley Park Apartments. Caller 
reported he believed some-
one attempted to get into 
apartment, screen was torn. 
Officer did not see anyone 
but advised they would pro-
vide extra patrol.

Saturday, 2:34 p.m., 800 
block of South Oak Street. 
Caller reported someone 
smashed his back window 
out over night.

Saturday, 4:29 p.m., 500 
block of West Market Street.

Sunday, 5:50 a.m., South 
Marion and East Walnut 
streets. Driver issued a cita-
tion for speeding 64 mph in 
a 40 mph zone.

Sunday, 11:33 a.m., For-
given Church. Caller report-
ed man in pickup truck with 
an egg shell camper and a 
Florida tag on the camper 
was taking photos of the 
church.

Sunday, 2:32 p.m., Lions 
Park. Report of a teeter tot-
ter being vandalized by two 
boys. Officer did not locate 
anyone around or notice 
fresh damage.

Sunday, 7:04 p.m., Cap-
tains Muffler Center. Caller 
reported man in blue flan-
nel shirt broke window of a 
vehicle and climbed inside. 
Man was detained in an 
entirely different vehicle.

Sunday, 7:31 p.m., Pre-
mier Flats. Report of theft.

Sunday, 8:05 p.m., 
Walmart Supercenter. Caller 
reported issue with semi 
trucks in parking lot. 

Sunday, 9:44 p.m., 
200 block of East Ohio 
Street. Caller reported man 
attacked callers brother. 
Estan Knox arrested for 
domestic battery.

Sunday, 11:46 p.m., Val-
ley Park Apartments. Caller 
requested law enforcement. 
Donovan Clark, who was 
the caller, was arrested for 
battery with bodily injury. A 
pair of pants were seized as 
evidence.

Sunday, 3:17 a.m., Pak 
A Sak. Report of a possibly 
intoxicated man out in park-
ing lot.

County:
Friday, 4:48 p.m., Silo 

Farms. Caller reported 
believing someone was 
inside of her home.

Friday, 11:17 p.m., 
North 100E and East 800N, 
Uniondale. Report of a vehi-
cle doing donuts in the field 
on residence. Three subjects 
located at Norwell High 
School parking lot. Two 
subjects admitted to the vio-
lation and apologized. One 
subject vehemently denied 
any involvement despite 
witness statements. All sub-
jects warned for trespassing.

Saturday, 9:34 a.m., near 
3100W 100N, Bluffton. 
Caller requested assistance 
with missing dog.

Saturday, 1:32 p.m., 600 
block of West Washing-
ton Street, Poneto. Caller 
reported issue with dog run-
ning loose, asked officers to 
speak with possible owner. 
Subject refused to identify 
himself and asked to file a 
complaint about a cat chas-
ing his dog.

Sunday, 10:09 p.m., 
Wells County YMCA. 
Report of three vehicles 
driving through yards.

Ossian:
Friday, 12:44 p.m., 

Ossian Town Hall. Report of 
ongoing identity theft.

Saturday, 3:11 p.m., 
300 block of Davis Road, 
Ossian. Report of messag-
es from a possible cyber 
bully.

Saturday, 11:41 p.m., 
South Jefferson and East 
LaFever streets, Ossian. 
Driver issued citation for 
running a light that was 
more clearly red than 
Rudolph’s nose.

Sunday, 1:20 p.m., 
1100 Ind. 1, Ossian. Caller 
requested officers advice for 
domestic situation in anoth-
er county.

Sunday, 6:09 p.m., 2400 
East Water Street, Ossian. 
Caller reported they heard 
two explosions in last sever-
al minutes. Neighbors were 

shooting pumpkins. Nothing 
illegal happening.

ARRESTS
Estan Duran Knox, 44, 

Bluffton, domestic battery 
— knowingly in the pres-
ence of a child less than 16 
years old, a Level 6 felony. 
Bond set at $25,000.

Katharine Anne Rao, 39, 
Yoder, driving while sus-
pended — prior charge, a 
Class A misdemeanor, and 
operating a vehicle without 
financial responsibility, a 
Class C misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $2,000.

Donovan Earl Clark, 68, 
Bluffton, battery with bodily 
injury, a Class A misde-
meanor. Bond set at $1,500.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian 

Journal publishes “basic” obitu-
aries free of charge for “local” 
deaths. “Basic” obituaries will 
include the deceased’s name, age, 
community of record, date and 
place of death, basic genealogical 
information, the date, time and 
location of calling hours and ser-
vices and the name of the funeral 
home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/
or a photo is desired to be includ-
ed, or if the deceased does not 
meet the definitions of a “local” 
person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will pro-
vide details on the policy and will 
coordinate obituary publication. 
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WELL CARED FOR 3 BEDROOM RANCH

HUNTINGTON COUNTY ONLINE
REAL ESTATE AUCTION

SALE MANAGER: PAT CARTER (260.273.8294) NICK HUFFMAN (260.827.8255)
SELLER: MICHAEL & JANE MICHAUD

AUCTION INSPECTION: 
OCT. 12, 3-6 PM • OCT. 19, 3-6 PM  • OCT. 26, 4-6 PM
INSPECTION LOCATION: 1791 W 1000 S. WARREN, IN

3 BEDROOMS • 2 BATHROOMS • 1,880 SQUARE FEET • W/ OUTBUILDINGS
2 CAR GARAGE • MULTIPLE DECKS • LARGE WALK-IN CLOSET • 4.5 ACRES 

ONLINE AUCTION:  SUNDAY, OCT. 15 TH ND- SUNDAY, OCT. 22
ONLINE PERSONAL PROPERT Y AUCTION:

ONLINE AUCTION:  OCT. 22 OCT. 27ND TH

PAT CARTER
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THINKING OF SELLING?

•ESTATE LIQUIDATION AUCTIONS
•REAL ESTATE

•PERSONAL PROPERTY
•ANTIQUES

•FARM MACHINERY
•FARM GROUND

LET MY
35 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE

WORK FOR YOU!
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H&D REPAIR CENTER & BODY SHOP • RETIREMENT AUCTION
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MILLER WELDING POWER SOURCE - OURCE - OURCE AIR RATCHET WRENCET WRENCET HES - AIR IMPACT 
WRENCHES, NAME BRAND RATME BRAND RATME CHE BRAND RATCHE BRAND RAT TS, SOCKETS & EXTENSIONS - 1965 RAMBLER 
AMBASSADOR 990 CONVERTIBLERTIBLER  - 20TIBLE - 20TIBLE 01 DODGE DAKOTA QUAD CAB - DODGE DAKOTA QUAD CAB - DODGE JOHN DEERE 
RIDING LAWN MOWER - MWER - MWER ICHELIN AND FIRESTONE TIRES - MUCH MUCH MORE! 

SUNDAY, OCT. 22ND 29TH

PREVIEW LOCATION: 300 STANDARD OIL BLVD, MONTPELIER, IN

 COMMERCIAL TIRE CHANGER 

260.426.0633
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AUCTION PREVIEW & ONLINE BIDDING ASSISTANCE:
OCT 19TH TH

VIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM
SELLER: HARVEY E. & WILMA DEANIE KING

OUTSTANDING ONLINE PERSONAL PROPERTY

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Patricia Ann Pfeifer
Calling: 3 - 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 18 at 
the funeral home and 
one hour prior to the 
service at the Church. 
Service: 11 a.m. 

Thursday, October 19 at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church.

Richard L. Beck, 75, of Bluff-
ton, passed away Thursday, 
Oct. 12, 2023 at Ossian Health 
and Rehabilitation Center. Rich-
ard was born March 17, 1948 in 
Wells County. 

Richard was employed and 
retired from the U. S. Postal 
Service as a letter carrier in the 
Bluffton area. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Paula J. (Schneider) Beck; step-
son, Heath A. (Maraiah) Hurst; 
grandchildren, Faith Beck, Lilly Hurst, and 
Luke Hurst; siblings, John (Mary) Beck, 
Ernie (Patty) Beck, Les (Stephanie) Beck, 
and Pamela (Mike) Grabner; and daugh-
ter-in-law, Renaé Beck. 

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
sons, Jason Beck and Bryan Beck. 

A celebration gathering for 
Richard will be held Thurs-
day, Oct. 19, 2023, from 5:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at American 
Legion 111, 111 West Wash-
ington Street, Bluffton, Indiana 
46714, with military honors at 
6:00 p.m. 

Contributions in Richard’s 
memory may be made to Rock 

Steady Boxing c/o Bluffton Parks Depart-
ment or American Legion 111. 

Fond memories and expressions of 
sympathy may be shared at www.elzey-
patterson-rodak.com for the Beck family.

Richard L. Beck, 75

Lawrence E. “Larry” Connett, 
77, of Ossian, passed away Sat-
urday evening, Oct. 14, 2023, at 
his residence, surrounded by his 
loving family.

Larry was born June 11, 
1946 in Fort Wayne to Wil-
liam Stewart and Dena Pauline 
(Hammons) Connett. He gradu-
ated from Ossian High School in 
1966. 

He was a part of his family’s 
business, Bill’s Roofing & Siding, 
Inc. for 61 years. A business owned and 
operated by his father, Bill Sr. and car-
ried on by Larry and his brothers until just 
recently.

Larry proudly served his country in 
the United State Marine Corps. He was a 
member of Wells County Gideon Camp 
and American Legion Post 111 in Bluffton. 
He served on the Wells County 4-H Board 
for over 10 years. Larry was a member 
of Grace Baptist Church of Bluffton and 
the Ossian Church of the Nazarene. He 
served on both of the Church Boards, and 
also taught Sunday School for 20 years. 
He enjoyed collecting coins and Bean-
ie Babies and enjoyed putting puzzles 
together.

On Aug. 12, 1972, Larry and Constance 
“Connie” Brown were married at Grace 
Baptist Church in Bluffton.

Survivors include his wife, Connie of 
Ossian; children, Paula Ann (Michael) 
Carothers of Lawrenceburg, Ky., Edward 
Joe (Amy) Connett and Victoria Grace 
(Shane) Mason, all of Ossian. He is also 

survived by 17 grandchildren 
and 9 great-grandchildren; 
along with his siblings, Wil-
liam (Suzy) Connett of Ossian, 
Donald (Cheryl) Connett of 
Fort Wayne, Donna Cleland of 
Ridgeland, S.C., Tamara Connett 
of Bluffton, and Richard Con-
nett of Bluffton. 

He is preceded in death by 
his parents; and two sisters, 
Barbara Davidson and Patricia 
Brown. 

Funeral services will be held at 10:30 
a.m. Friday, Oct. 20, 2023, at Ossian 
Church of the Nazarene with Pastor Travis 
Tackett officiating. The church is located at 
302 North Metts Street, Ossian, Indiana. 
Burial will follow at the Oaklawn Ceme-
tery in Ossian with Military honors by the 
United States Marine Corps. Honor Guard 
and American Legion Post 111 Honor 
Guard.

Visitation will take place from 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023, at the 
Ossian Church of the Nazarene and for 
one hour prior to the service Friday at the 
church.

Memorials may be made to Wells Coun-
ty Gideon Camp or to the Ossian Church 
of the Nazarene and can be directed to 
the funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Lemler fam-
ily of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home 
in Bluffton. Friend can send online con-
dolences to the family at www.thomarich.
com.

Lawrence E. Connett, 77

Laura M. Ratliff, 92, of 
Ossian, passed away on Fri-
day, Sept. 29, 2023. 

She was born on Aug. 17, 
1931, in Bluffton to the late 
Forrest and May (Woods) 
Coverdale. Laura’s love of fam-
ily, music and church enriched 
her life. She worked at the 
original Heyerly’s bakery and 
was a member of Ossian Unit-
ed Methodist Church. 

Laura is survived by her chil-
dren, Steven Ratliff, Timothy Ratliff, Meri-
lynn Sills and Susan McAfee; seven grand-
children; and eight great-grandchildren. 

She was also preceded in pass-
ing by her husband, Ulysses; and 
her six siblings. 

A funeral service will be held 
at 3 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 21, 
2023, at Ossian United Method-
ist Church 201 West Mill St. in 
Ossian, with visitation one hour 
prior. Burial to follow the service 
at Oak Lawn Cemetery. 

Contributions in Laura’s mem-
ory may be made to Epworth 
Forest Church Camp or the Berne 

Messiah. Fond memories and expressions 
of sympathy may be shared at www.
elzey-patterson-rodak.com.

Laura M. Ratliff, 92

Carolyn Sue Smith, 85, of 
Portland passed away on Fri-
day Oct. 13, 2023, in Willows 
of New Castle. 

She was born in Wells 
County on April 13, 1938, the 
daughter of Lloyd and Dorothy 
(Wilson) Settle.  She was mar-
ried on Jan. 5, 1979, to Robert 
O. Smith and he passed away 
on Jan. 22, 1998.  Sue was a 
graduate of Petroleum High 
School and was a member of 
American Legion Aux. She retired from 
Americare after serving for many years as 
an office manager.

She is survived by three grandchildren, 
Cassie Cavanaugh (husband Joe Kirby), 
Katelyn Jackson (husband Kevin) and 
Aaron Cavanaugh; seven great-grandchil-

dren; a sister, Shirley Short (hus-
band Milton) of Bluffton; a niece, 
Lori Nelson (husband Mike) of 
Bluffton; and a nephew, Gary 
Short (wife Kelly) of Ossian. 

She was preceded in death 
by a son, David Cavanaugh, a 
daughter, Mary Elizabeth Cava-
naugh, a brother in-law, Milton 
Short, and three brothers, Fred-
rick Settle, Robert Settle, and 
Larry Settle.

Funeral services will be at 10 
a.m. Friday Oct. 20 in the Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home in Portland, with Pastor 
Wayne Ward presiding. Burial will follow 
in the Green Park Cemetery. Visitation 
will be Thursday Oct. 19 from 4–7 p.m. 
Memorials can be made to the choice of 
the donor.

Carolyn Smith, 85

Kent Leroy Speheger, 91, of Noblesville, 
passed away peacefully July 29, 2023.

Born 1932 in Bluffton, and graduated 
from Bluffton High School. He spent 4 
years in the Army and graduated with a 
civil engineering degree from Purdue Uni-
versity. He was a diehard Republican and 
proud of it. He loved fly fishing, and any-
thing to do with Purdue and all sports. Our 
father was a patient and gentle man with 
all of his children and anyone he met. He 
has lived in the Chicago, Seattle, St. Louis 

areas — but Indiana was always his home.
He is survived by his wife of 47 years, 

Janice Speheger; children, Kent and Nanci 
Speheger, Lori Darden, Kris Kellum, Gary 
Weintraut and Kathy Jarrett; 15 grandchil-
dren; and 20 great-grandchildren. He is 
preceded by his daughter, Mimi Lenhardt. 
He donated his body to science and when 
we receive his ashes, his wishes are to be 
scattered in Bluffton among the Speheger 
family. We will see you again, Dad — stay 
gold, boiler up and go fordhook limas!

Kent Speheger, 91

Hershel A. Baker, 90, of Montpelier, died 
Monday morning, Oct. 16, 2023 at Stillwa-
ter Hospice in Ft.Wayne.

Arrangements are pending with Good-
win — Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel 
Bluffton, IN.

Hershel A. Baker, 90

Karen L. Holman, 68, died Sunday 
morning, Oct. 15, 2023, at her residence in 
Huntington, following an extended illness.

Karen was born in St. Louis, Mo., Aug. 
21, 1955, to Jesse and Eathel (Allison) Wig-
gins, both parents preceded her in death. 
She married Steven J. Holman Sept. 3, 
1982, in Clarksville, Tenn., he survives in 
Huntington.

Karen is survived by her husband Steve; 
a daughter, Yazmine (Jeff) Ripple of Hun-
tington; two sons, Antinino (Lindsey) Gen-
tile and Steven Holman Jr., both of Ft. 
Wayne; five grandchildren; a sister; Kay 

(Ray) Sack of St. Louis, Mo.; and a brother, 
Jessie Wiggins Jr. of St. Louis, Mo.

In accordance with Karen’s wishes, 
there will be no public services. Burial will 
take place at the Marion National Ceme-
tery, Marion, IN.

Memorial contributions can be made 
in Karen’s memory to Friends Who Care 
Cancer Relief Foundation.

Online condolences can be made at 
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.

Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial 
Chapel in Bluffton have been entrusted 
with funeral arrangements.

Karen L. Holman, 68

Walter L. McMillen, 80, of Bluffton, 
died Monday afternoon, Oct. 16, 2023, at 
Parkview Regional Medical Center in Fort 
Wayne.

Funeral arrangements are pending at 
this time with the Thoma/Rich, Lemler 
Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Walter L. McMillen, 80
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Whether it’s putting carbon dioxide 
into the ground or taking water out, 
these two examples of residents buck-
ing government action have the same 
thing in common: trust.

Or, actually, a lack of trust.
Hoosiers simply don’t believe their 

government anymore. And this isn’t 
exclusive to Indiana — it’s part of a 
nationwide decline in trust.

A Pew Research Center find-
ing shows public faith in the federal 
government has returned 
to near-record lows fol-
lowing a modest uptick 
in 2020 and 2021. Now, 
fewer than two in 10 
Americans say they trust 
the federal government 
to do what is right “just about always” (1%) or “most of 
the time” (15%).

This is among the lowest trust measures in nearly 
seven decades of polling — last year, 20% said they 
trusted the government just about always or most of the 
time.

I couldn’t find a solid poll for trust in local govern-
ment. It is likely better, though not great.

So, when controversial economic development proj-
ects come up and governments give them the green light 
— with tax incentives or statements of grandeur — citi-
zens question them.

But let’s be clear. I get tired of residents opposing 
every little thing: the not-in-my-backyard phenomenon 
is strong in Indiana.

Residents fight against transitional housing, conve-
nience stores, big box stores, jails and more. And it’s 
usually all about property values, though sometimes it is 
discriminatory, as well.

But that doesn’t mean we should ignore residents 
who have legitimates questions and concerns about 
larger, transformational endeavors that threaten health, 
environment and resources.

There are two such ongoing Indiana projects that 
deserve a second look.

• The first is the LEAP Lebanon Innovation District. 
It’s a massive high-tech park planned in Boone County, 
for which the state is using taxpayer dollars to buy up 
thousands of acres of land. I live in Lebanon — though 
not anywhere close to the district — and that part was 
controversial enough. Then word leaked that state offi-
cials hope to pipe 100 million gallons of water daily 35 
miles from a Lafayette area aquifer to the innovation 
district. Wabash-reliant residents fear the proposal could 
jeopardize their water supply. The Indiana Economic 
Development Corporation hasn’t been the most trans-
parent on the project, though they are improving. But 
a recent study it commissioned on the plan isn’t allaying 
fears.

• The second is a carbon sequestration project in Vigo 
County. Wabash Valley Resources intends to liquify, 
pipe and inject 1.67 million tons of carbon dioxide 
annually a mile below the area’s surface as part of its 
plan to produce “green” anhydrous ammonia fertil-
izer at a former coal gasification plant. But Vigo and 
Vermillion County residents near the injection sites fear 
potential consequences like pipe ruptures and water con-
tamination. They’re skeptical of the company’s inten-
tions — and its use of public incentives.

In these two cases, I absolutely get the fear and con-
cerns.

I think the concerns about depleting water resources 
are fair and shouldn’t be cast aside. And can you imag-
ine knowing carbon dioxide would be sloshing through 
high-pressure pipes by your home or farmland, or stored 
directly underneath it? That doesn’t happen every day, 
folks.

In the former, the state’s study is criticized because 
it’s state-paid by hand-picked consultants. My hope is 
local officials can fund a second analysis, or maybe 
experts at Indiana’s many higher education institutions 
can assess the data and results and give their own unbi-
ased opinions. And even if there is enough water, what 
about Tippecanoe County’s ability to use that abundant 
resource to attract its own growth?

The carbon project is likely beyond mitigation. State 
and national officials are on board with tens of millions 
in tax incentives. And honestly, they have accepted the 
company line pretty easily over the years. The company 
line might be right, by the way, but it doesn’t look good 
when officials are taking political donations from the 
company as well.

In the future, I hope lawmakers and economic devel-
opment leaders can learn some lessons from these proj-
ects: be transparent and upfront immediately; listen to 
the concerns and imagine how you would feel in their 
place; work with residents to find ways to garner their 
support.

That’s how you gain trust.
Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, a non-

profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle.com

Two projects require Hoosiers 
to trust their government

Niki
Kelly

Hoosier
Opinions

Not once in his 10-minute statement last Tuesday 
condemning Hamas’s horrific attack on Israel did 
President Biden mention Iran — the regime ultimately 
responsible for last weekend’s brutal murder of some 
1,200 people in Israel, including at least 22 Ameri-
cans. Worse, he delivered no warning to Iran that the 
regime would pay a severe price if its terrorist proxy, 
Hamas, harmed a single American among those it has 
taken hostage. This was a dereliction of duty.

Let’s be clear: Hamas would not be able to oper-
ate without the support of the Iranian regime. Iran 
funds its terrorist operatives, arms them, trains them. 
Without that Iranian support, Hamas would never 
have been able to carry out an attack of this scope 
and sophistication. Iran works through proxies such 
as Hamas precisely so it can blur responsibility for 
attacks such as this. And the Biden administration 
appears more than willing to cooperate with that 
ruse to avoid having to acknowledge the catastrophic 
failure of its Iran policy and impose consequences on 
Tehran for the American blood on its hands.

When Donald Trump was president, he did not let 
Iran get away with hiding behind proxies. His admin-
istration drew a clear red line with Iran’s leaders, 
warning that if they or their stand-ins killed a single 
American, the United States would draw no distinc-
tion between Iran and the terrorists it sponsors; we 
would respond militarily against Iran.

For a time, Iran danced around Trump’s red line, 
careful not to cross it by taking American lives. It was 
blamed for attacks on Japanese and Norwegian oil 
tankers but did not attack American ones. It shot down 
an unmanned U.S. drone, while avoiding a manned 
American P-8 aircraft that was reportedly flying in the 
area (which Trump called “a very wise decision”). In 
each case, Trump showed restraint, tightening sanc-
tions, approving a cyberstrike against Iran’s military 
computer systems and designating the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps as a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion — all while warning Tehran that his restraint had 
limits.

Then Iran apparently miscalculated. Its proxy mili-
tia in Iraq, Kataib Hezbollah, was blamed for rocket 
attack on a military base in Iraq that killed a U.S. mili-
tary contractor and injured four U.S. service members. 
Believing his red line had been crossed, Trump struck 
back: He hit Kataib Hezbollah targets in Iraq and 
Syria. And after supporters of the militia set fire to 
the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, he launched a strike 
that took out both the militia leader and Iran’s terrorist 
mastermind, Qasem Soleimani, the commander of the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps’ elite Quds Force. 
And Trump warned Tehran that if it retaliated against 
Americans, “Iran itself WILL BE HIT VERY FAST 
AND VERY HARD.”

Iran backed down. Trump’s actions 
not only deterred Iranian aggression; they 
opened the door for peace in the region. In 
the wake of the Soleimani strike, Trump 
brokered peace accords between Israel and 
not one, not two, not three, but four Arab 
nations — the first such agreements in 
more than a quarter-century.

Now an Iranian proxy has crossed that 
red line again — and Iran knows that, 
unlike Trump, Biden is more afraid of 
“escalation” than Iran is. Biden inherited 
a strong deterrence posture in the Middle 
East and squandered it — begging Iran to 
rejoin the Obama nuclear deal, easing enforcement 
of oil sanctions resulting in tens of billions of dollars 
in Iran’s coffers, and releasing five Iranian prisoners 
plus effectively paying Tehran a $6 billion ransom for 
five American hostages. In the wake of this weekend’s 
Iranian-sponsored violence, it is time for Biden to 
recognize the folly of this approach and restore deter-
rence with Iran.

The first step would be to publicly declare that the 
red line Trump drew remains in force and that we will 
hold the Iranians responsible for any harm that comes 
to American hostages now held by Hamas. If a single 
American hostage is killed, Soleimani’s successor, 
Quds Force commander Ismail Qaani, should meet 
the same fate as Soleimani. According to the Wall 
Street Journal, Qaani is the official “leading the effort 
to wrangle Iran’s foreign proxies under a unified com-
mand,” including Hamas. The message to Iran should 
be: Every time you or your proxies kill an American, 
a Quds Force commander will meet his maker.

Biden should also reverse his policy of appease-
ment and fully enforce the crippling sanctions Trump 
imposed on Tehran. The president should further 
isolate the regime by banning all airlines (such as Air 
France and Lufthansa) that serve Tehran from landing 
in the United States. And if it is true, as the admin-
istration insists, that the $6 billion ransom Biden 
approved for Iran’s American hostages has not yet 
been distributed, then those assets should be restricted 
again.

Sometimes it falls to presidents to enforce red lines 
set by their predecessors. After Trump took office, 
he twice enforced President Barack Obama’s red line 
against Syria’s use of chemical weapons, striking the 
Assad regime when it used a toxic nerve agent on 
innocent men, women and children.

Now it’s Biden’s turn to enforce a red line set by 
his predecessor. Iran has already gotten away with the 
murder of 22 Americans. We cannot allow even one 
more to be killed with impunity.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen @marcthiessen on X

Marc
Thiessen

Trump drew a red line with Iran on killing 
Americans. Biden must enforce it.

The superpower that can’t arm itself 
No matter how much we’d 

like to believe in the inevitably 
of human progress and the 
spread of enlightened norms, 
we’ve learned the past couple 
of years that we still need artil-
lery shells — lots of artillery 
shells. 

The Hamas terror attack, 
together with the ongoing 
Ukraine war and the loom-
ing Chinese threat to Taiwan, 
is putting a spotlight on the 
pitiful state of our capacity to 
manufacture the weapons nec-
essary to the defense of our allies and 
ourselves.

According to a CNN report, an 
Israel ground invasion of Gaza would 
“create a new and entirely unexpected 
demand for 155 mm artillery ammu-
nition and other weapons at a time 
when the U.S. and its allies and part-
ners have been stretched thin from 
more than 18 months of fighting in 
Ukraine.”

We are learning to our regret that 
we are using an attenuated post-Cold 
War, “end of history” defense-indus-
trial base to try to meet the security 
needs of a newly threatening interna-
tional environment with the real risk 
of Great Power conflict. 

As it turns out, the peace dividend 
was very expensive. 

It now should be a matter of the 
highest national priority to use every 
lever of government and the private 
sector to bolster the defense-industrial 
base in all its aspects.

The Biden administration should 

care about this at least 
as much as incentivizing 
the production of electric 
vehicles most people don’t 
want to buy. 

We aren’t being asked, 
by the way, to fight a 
three-front war in Europe, 
the Middle East and Asia 
ourselves. No, the call is 
simply to provide arms 
to allies under attack or 
threat. If we can’t do that, 
what does it say about our 
status as the world’s pre-

eminent power? 
In Ukraine, the hopes of Moscow 

for a lightning victory and of the West 
for a sweepingly successful Ukraine 
counteroffensive both appear to have 
come a cropper. Now, it’s a grinding 
artillery war.

Ukraine is estimated to need 1.5 
million shells a year, and has been 
firing as many as 6,000 a day. Russia 
was firing even more at the peak of 
its offensive. 

The U.S. had supplied 2 million 
artillery shells to Ukraine as of July, 
and has been scrounging around — 
along with other Western powers — 
to feed whatever supplies it can find 
into the maw of the war. 

It’s not that we have been com-
pletely asleep. The U.S. was mak-
ing 14,500 shells a month at the 
beginning of 2023, and has roughly 
doubled that. We hope to get to 
100,000 a month in 2025. Still, highly 
sanctioned Russia is more proficient 
at producing shells. 

If we can’t supply Ukraine, what if 
we become embroiled in a major war 
with China? 

War games conducted by the 
Center for Strategic and International 
Studies have the U.S. firing 5,000 
long-range missiles in the first weeks 
of war, instantly depleting our stocks. 
According to CSIS, the U.S. would 
expend all its Long-Range Anti-Ship 
Missiles within the first week of a 
conflict — when it requires almost 
two years to manufacture one of the 
missiles. 

We are also in the bizarre position 
of being dependent on our potential 
enemy for the materials we’d need 
in a war with that enemy. China has 
a dominant position in the market 
for rare earth metals — so important 
to the production of high-end weap-
ons — and is the world leader in cast 
products.

There is no easy way out of the 
hole we’ve dug ourselves. It will 
require more spending on defense; 
more reliable, long-term contracts 
for the production of key weapons; 
a focus on securing the supply chain 
necessary to the production of high-
tech munitions; and assistance to 
manufacturers in training workers, 
among other things. 

The history of empires and nations 
that don’t mind the need for up-to-
date weapons at the scale necessary 
to defeat or deter adversaries isn’t a 
happy one. It’s in our power to avoid 
this fate — if we have the will and 
don’t waste more time. 

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry
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Medications to overcome addiction
Also: Mushrooming interest

Question: My cousin is battling opioid 
addiction that started after he had a knee 
replacement four years ago. He just isn’t 
getting the care he needs to overcome 
it. Why is it so hard to find help and get 
off these drugs? — Carl O., Fresno, 
California

Answer: I am sorry your cousin and 
your family are contending with this 
all-too-common health challenge. A 
recent survey by KFF (formerly called 
Kaiser Family Foundation) found that 
66 percent of Americans say that either 
they or a member of their family has 
been addicted to alcohol or drugs, been 
homeless because of addiction or died 
from it. And almost 20 percent say 
they themselves have been addicted to 
drugs or alcohol, experienced a drug 
overdose or become homeless because 
of addiction. That’s a staggering number 
of folks dealing with addiction, but as 
a country, we too often still approach 
care and treatment as if addiction isn’t a 
mainstream problem.

KFF reports that 43 percent of doctors 
fail to talk to their patients about the risks 
of addiction when taking opioids and 
40 percent fail to mention alternative 
medications to control pain. The survey 
also says that only 46 percent of those 
with addiction in their families say that 
person got treatment.

So it’s not surprising that a new study 
in JAMA reveals that among folks who 
were addicted in the past year, only 
about 37 percent received any kind of 
treatment during that year and only 20 
percent of folks received medication to 
assist with treatment.

You can talk with your cousin about 
the very effective medications that may 
boost success in getting off opioids. 
They are buprenorphine, methadone, 
and naltrexone. All three help normalize 
brain chemistry, easing cravings and 
blunt feeling “high.” The Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration says they can be safely 
taken for months, years, or even a 
lifetime. Other effective resources 
include 12-step programs, cognitive 
behavioral therapy and working with a 
pain management specialist to slowly 
and safely decrease the dose taken.

* * *
Question: I keep hearing about the 

amazing powers of mushrooms, both 
because of the nutrition they deliver 
and all that psychedelic stuff that people 
claim is life-changing. Can you tell 
me what’s real and what’s — well — 
maybe a bit hallucinogenic? — Dale P., 
Sarasota, Florida

Answer: Yes, there’s been a lot 
of news lately about how “magic” 

mushrooms that contain the 
psychoactive chemical psilocybin help 
relieve chronic depression, obsessive-
compulsive disorder and other mental 
health challenges. Some of the most 
reliable research is conducted at the 
Johns Hopkins Medicine Center 
for Psychedelic and Consciousness 
Research where they have found that 
therapeutic doses of psilocybin along 
with psychotherapy can provide relief 
for treatment-resistant depression for up 
to a year. Other research, including using 
psilocybin to help people quit smoking, 
deal with cancer-related anxiety and 
ease alcohol dependency, shows positive 
results. But all of this is in a medical 
setting — not something you do on a 
Saturday evening and a whim.

As for claims that taking mushroom 
supplements can fight cancer, protect 
your heart, or boost brain power, 
there are no definitive trials showing 
that. What we do know is that as a 
part of a healthy diet, various types of 
mushrooms contain important nutrients 
that help maintain a healthy gut, brain 
and body, and when farmed mushrooms 
are exposed to ultraviolet or sunlight, 
they even contain vitamin D. Half a 
cup of shiitake mushrooms contains 72 
percent of the DRI for copper and 33 
percent of selenium. They also contain 
anti-inflammatory chemicals. Just four 
Cremini mushrooms provide 30 percent 
of your daily value for riboflavin (B2), 
44 percent of copper, 28 percent of 
pantothenic acid (B5) and 19 percent of 
niacin. Lion’s mane mushrooms contain 
beta-glucans that are soluble fibers that 
can block absorption of cholesterol in 
the intestines.

For recipes to make mushrooms a 
part of your weekly diet plan check, out 
the Mushroom MLT and Linguine with 
Mushroom “Bacon,” Onion & Tomato 
(When Way Amatriciana) in my “What 
to Eat When Cookbook.”

Mehmet Oz, M.D. and  
Mike Roizen, M.D.
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Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Complimentary concierge services for
all of your travel planning needs.

Stephanie Hiday - Travel Specialist
260-417-7656

s.hiday@magicalvacationplanner.com

•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines

•	All	Inclusive	
Resorts

Specializing in:

Seniors attending the “snippets” class at the Wells County Historical Museum on a recent 
Wednesday morning were able to learn all about the United States Postal system from Bluff-
ton’s Postmaster Brian Smith, at left. He was introduced by Connie Brubaker, at right, vice presi-
dent of the historical society. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri.)

Bluffton’s Postmaster ‘delivered’
historical info of local Post Office

By BARBARA
BARBIERI

At a recent Wednesday 
morning gathering of the 
Senior Snippets class at the 
Wells County Historical 
Society Bluffton’s Postmas-
ter Brian L. Smith offered a 
history lesson on the United 
State Postal system as well 
as about service in Bluffton. 
He was introduced by Con-
nie Brubaker, vice president 
of the Wells County Histori-
cal Society.

Smi th  opened  h i s 
remarks by explaining that 
the United States has had 
postal service since 1639 
when a bar in Boston served 
as a post office. However it 
wasn’t until 1775 that there 
was a national postal ser-
vice and Benjamin Franklin 
served as the first Postmas-
ter.

It soon became appar-
ent that better roads were 
needed to offer better deliv-
ery and in 1792 a Postal 
Act provided the money to 
improve them. Newspapers 
also were delivered this 
way, as a faster way to get 
information out.

Other historical facts 
shared were that:

Up until 1847 folks paid 
to receive their mail.

There was no postal ser-
vice out west until the rail-
roads were built.

Beginning in 1863 deliv-
ery began to houses and 
letters still had to be hand 
delivered to the addressed 
person.

Mailboxes came into use 
in 1923.

From 1914 to 1920 the 
post office could deliver 
food from local farmers.

Postal vehicles will be 
going electric.

Stamps currently cost 67 
cents.

Currently the post office 
handles more packages than 
letters.

Local Information
Bluffton’s first post 

office was located in a gen-
eral store at the corner of 
Main and Wabash Sts. 

The first post office 
building was opened in 
1924 at the current location. 
It was expanded to the south 
in 1971.

Bluffton’s post office is 

considered one of medium 
size.

There have been 34 Post-
masters with the first being 
Almon Case who served 
from 1838 to 1848. Through 
the years some appoint-
ments were political ones.

During that past 100 
years the Postmaster have 
been: Charles Van Horn 
(1921-1025), Ralph C. 
Thomas (1926-1934), Roy 
Biberstine (1942-1063), 
James A. Zoll (1965-
1967), Kenneth L. Higgins 
(1968-1975), Earl L. Wat-
ters (1975-1980), Norma J. 
Mertz (1980-1981), Jerry 
A. Reynolds (1982-1992), 
Charles D. Millen Jr. (1993-
2005) and Brian L. Smith 
(2005-?).

Assisting Smith with the 
program were former postal 
employee Keith Frauhiger 
and current Postal Inspector 
Steven Bates.

Final Senior Snippets 
program at the Historical 
Museum will feature one on 
oil wells to be presented by 
Jim Sturgeon.

Thank you for supporting local journalism.
News-BannerThe

ALL FOR ONE PRODUCTIONS,
FORT WAYNE

www.allforonefw.org
ALLEN COUNTY

WAR MEMORIAL COLISEUM
 Cole Swindell, Oct. 19. www.memorial-

coliseum.com
ARENA DINNER THEATER,

FORT WAYNE
“Murder on the Orient Express,” Oct. 

27-Nov. 11; “One Christmas Eve at Ever-
green Mall,” Dec. 1-17; “*LMNOP,” Jan. 
19-28; “Funny Money,” March 1-16; “A 
Delightful Quarantine,” April 19-May 4; 
“The Drowsy Chaperone,” June 14-29. 
www.arenadinnertheatre.org

CLYDE THEATRE,
FORT WAYNE

Static X and Sevendust, Oct. 18; Larry 
Fleet, Oct. 20; Kings Kaleidoscope, Oct. 
22; Mania  — the ABBA tribute, Oct. 24; 
Rod Tuffcurls and the Bench Press, Oct. 27; 
Marshall Tucker Band, Nov. 11; Brit Floyd, 
Nov. 12; Brian Regan (comedy), Dec. 7; 
Foy Vance, Jan 28. ClydeTheatre.com or at 
1-800-514-3849.

EMBASSY THEATER,
FORT WAYNE

“Harry Chapin at 80,” Oct. 18; “The 
Price Is Right Live — On Stage,” Oct. 
19;  KIDZ BOP: Nov. 10; Joe Bonamassa, 
Nov. 17; “The Hip Hop Nutcracker (Tour-
ing),” Dec. 5; Straight No Chaser: “Sleighin 
It Tour,” Dec. 20; “Napoleon Dynamite 
Live!,” Jan. 18. http://fwembassytheatre.
org/events

FIRE AND LIGHT
PRODUCTIONS

“And Then There Were None,” Nov. 
9-11, PPG Arts Lab, 300 E. Main St., Fort 
Wayne; “Elf Jr.,” Dec. 14-16, Arts United 
Center, 303 E. Main St., Fort Wayne; “The 
Sound of Music,” Jan. 18-20, Arts United 
Center, 303 E. Main St.. Fort Wayne; “Find-
ing Nemo Jr., April 11-13, Arts United enter, 
303 E. Main St., Fort Wayne. Tickets at fire-
andlightproductions.com.

1ST PRESBYTERIAN THEATRE
FORT WAYNE

Head Over Heels: Oct. 13-21; firstpres-
fortwayne.org/theater/

BOTANICAL CONSERVATORY
“An Herban Garden Exhibit,”  through 

Nov. 12. www.botanicalconservatory.org
 FOELLINGER OUTDOOR
THEATER, FORT WAYNE

 Info: (260) 427-6715 or Fort-
WayneParks.org

FORT WAYNE CIVIC THEATER
“Shrek: The Musical,” Nov. 4-19; 

“The Color Purple,” Feb. 9-18, 2024; “Six 
Degrees of Separation,” March 15-24; “Jer-
sey Boys,” May 4-19.. Arts United Cen-
ter box office 260-424-5220; info at www.
fwcivic.org.

FORT WAYNE MUSEUM OF ART
Open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. (until 8 p.m. on Thursdays, noon 
to 5 p.m. Sunday. www.fwmoa.org

FURTH CENTER, ANGOLA
Mickey Dolenz: Oct. 27; trine.edu/furth

HONEYWELL CENTER &
EAGLES THEATRE, WABASH

Honeywell Center: Lyle Lovette: Oct. 
26; Clint Black: Oct. 28; Haunted Illusions, 
Oct. 29; Bored Teachers Comedy Tour, Nov. 
17; Prairie Home Holiday, Nov. 29; Cirque 
Dreams Holidaze: Dec. 5; Four Horsemen: 
Dec. 7; American Girl Live Concert, Dec. 
15; Thunderstruck, Jan. 20; Dinosaur World 
Live: Jan. 26; Little River Band, Feb. 2; 360 
Allstars, Feb. 3; Princess Bride/Cary Elwes; 
1954 The Tribute: March. 2; Tommy Jones/
The Shondells: March 30; Eagles Theatre: 
Martin Barre, Oct. 19; Nelson: Jan, 18; Sons 
of Mystro, Feb. 8; Michael Palascak: Feb. 
14;  https://www.boxofficeticketsales.com/
honeywell-center

PURDUE-FORT WAYNE THEATER
Productions at Williams Theatre on the 

Purdue-FW campus. www.pfw.edu/visual-
performing-arts.
SCIENCE CENTRAL, FORT WAYNE

1950 N. Clinton St. in Fort Wayne. 
Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and noon 
to 5 p.m. Sunday. Info at 260-424-2400 or at 
www.sciencecentral.org

SWEETWATER SOUND,
FORT WAYNE

 Performance Center
Tickets: 800-514-3849 or eTix

WAGON WHEEL, WARSAW
“You Ain’t Nothin’ But a Werewolf,” 

Oct. 27-30; “A Christmas Carol,: Dec. 1-17. 
Tickets 866-923-2618 or wagonwheelcen-
ter.org

ABCINEMA, DECATUR
130 W.  Monroe St., Decatur. Informa-

tion: www.abcinemainc.com or 260-724-
SHOW

BAKER STREET CENTER
FORT WAYNE

The Arcadian Wild, Oct. 21.  www.bak-
erstreetcentre.com www.bakerstreetcentre.
com

PIERE’S ENTERTAINMENT
CENTRE—FW

Etix.com
FW’S PARKVIEW FIELD

ticketmaster.com 
LERNER THEATRE, ELKHART

Kimball Organ concert/Celia Weiss:   
Oct. 18, Dec. 20; Hocus Pocus Haunted 
Tour movie at 7:30 p.m., paranormal tour 
at 9:30 p.m.: Oct. 27; Chris Isaak: Nov. 22; 
Carpenter Tribute/Debbie Tayulor: Dec. 7; 
TheLerner.com

Area Things to See and Do
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TUESDAY, OCT 17
No events scheduled
WEDNESDAY, OCT 18
No events scheduled
THURSDAY, OCT 19
No events scheduled
FRIDAY, OCT 20

FOOTBALL: (sectional quarterfinal) Delta at 
Norwell, 7 p.m.; Bluffton at Alexandria Monroe, 
7 p.m.; North Miami at  Southern Wells, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT 21
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): (regional) 

Bluffton, Norwell, Southern Wells at The PLEX 
Fort Wayne, 10:30 a.m.

High School Calendar

By KRISTIE RIEKEN 
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON (AP) — Jonah Heim hom-
ered, Nathan Eovaldi pitched six effective 
innings and the Texas Rangers beat Framber 
Valdez and Houston Astros 5-4 on Monday 
for a 2-0 lead in the AL Championship Series.

Adolis García, Mitch Garver and Nathan-
iel Lowe each hit an RBI single during Texas’ 
four-run first inning against Valdez, and José 
Leclerc closed it out for the Rangers after Yor-
dan Alvarez powered an Astros rally.

The Rangers improved to 7-0 in the play-
offs, including six wins on the road. They 
swept the Rays in the Wild Card Series and the 
Orioles in the Division Series, and then posted 
a 2-0 win at Houston in the ALCS opener.

Game 3 of the best-of-seven series is 
Wednesday night in Arlington.

Alvarez hit two solo home runs to 
become the sixth player in MLB history to 
have two multihomer games in one postsea-
son. The second one was off Aroldis Chap-
man, trimming Houston’s deficit to 5-4 with 
two out in the eighth.

Leclerc then came in and walked José 
Abreu and Michael Brantley, but Chas 
McCormick grounded out to end the threat.

Jeremy Peña flied out to deep right field 
for the first out in the Houston ninth. Yain-
er Diaz then grounded out and Jose Altuve 
flied to center, giving Leclerc his second 
save of the series.

The Rangers jumped all over Valdez. 
Semien smacking the first pitch to center 
field for a single. Corey Seager sent his next 
pitch to left field for another single before 
Valdez made two errors on the same play on 
a ball hit by Robbie Grossman.

Valdez bobbled a chopper hit by Grossman 
for an error that allowed him to reach first and 
Semien to score. His second error occurred 
when he badly overthrew first to move Gross-
man to second and Seager to third.

Valdez put his hands on his knees and 
shook his head at the end of the play.

García then hit a liner to right field to 
score Seager. Garver singled home another 
run before Valdez finally got his first out 
when he struck out Heim.

The Rangers weren’t done yet.
Lowe singled on a ground ball to left to 

make it 4-0. Valdez retired the next two bat-
ters to end the inning.

Alex Bregman also connected for the 
Astros, who went 0 for 6 with runners in 
scoring position. Alvarez, who is dealing 
with an illness, looked much better than he 
did in Game 1 when he went 0 for 4 with 
three strikeouts.

Valdez (0-2) allowed seven hits and five 
runs — four earned — in 2 2/3 innings in 
his second loss this postseason. He also took 
the loss in Game 2 of the Division Series 
against Minnesota.

The Astros missed a huge opportunity in 
the fifth. Brantley and McCormick hit back-
to-back singles to open the inning before 
Peña reached on an error by third baseman 
Josh Jung. But Eovaldi escaped the jam by 
striking out pinch-hitter Diaz and Altuve 
before Bregman grounded out.

Alvarez walked with one out in the sixth 
before scoring on a two-out double by Brant-
ley. Alvarez also hit a leadoff homer in the 
second into the second deck in right field.

Heim homered high off the wall in left field 
to push the lead to 5-1 with no outs in the third.

By ANDREW SELIGMAN 
AP Sports Writer

LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) — Justin 
Fields dropped back out of the shotgun and 
rolled to his left to avoid the pressure even 
though he had DJ Moore open in the middle.

Instead of a third-down completion early 
in the third quarter, the Chicago Bears quar-
terback got sacked by Minnesota’s Danielle 
Hunter. Worse, he landed awkwardly on his 
right hand as he tried to flip the ball away.

Moments later, he headed to the locker 
room with a dislocated thumb.

The Bears went on to lose 19-13 to the 
Vikings after stopping a 14-game slide the 
previous week. And now, the question is 
where they go from here.

Fields will likely miss at least one game, 
with coach Matt Eberflus saying it’s “doubt-
ful” he plays this week when the Bears (1-5) 
host the Las Vegas Raiders (3-3). Rookie 
Tyson Bagent figures to start in his place.

An X-ray showed no fractures. Fields 

underwent an MRI on Monday, and Eber-
flus had no timetable for his return.

“It’s really going to come down to grip 
strength,” Eberflus said. “There’s natural 
swelling that occurs with this injury. We 
really should know more at the end of the 
week.”

He gave similar answers when asked if 
the MRI showed any structural damage and 
if Fields would need surgery. The injury 
adds another wrinkle to the Bears’ long-term 
decision when it comes to the quarterback 
position.

Fields is 6-25 as a starter over three 
years. The Bears have to decide after the 
season whether to exercise the fifth-year 
option for 2025.

Fields struggled through the first three 
games, then delivered two of his best per-
formances as a passer before a rough outing 
against the Vikings. He was 6 of 10 passing 
for 58 yards with an interception and was 
sacked four times.

By DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Basketball Writer
Bill Self likes to remind 

his team that the faces may 
change at Kansas but the 
expectations within his 
p rogram 
never do.

Expec-
t a t i o n s 
o u t s i d e 
the pro-
g r a m ? 
Turns out 
they are 
as high as 
poss ib le 
this year.

T h e 
Jayhawks 
were the 
clear No. 1 pick in the AP 
Top 25 preseason men’s 
basketball poll released 
Monday, earning 46 of 
63 first-place votes to 
easily outdistance No. 2 
Duke and No. 3 Purdue. 
It’s the fourth time since 
Self’s arrival in Lawrence 
that his team will start the 
season on top but the first 
time since the 2018-19 
season.

“You know you’ll have 
a target on your back play-
ing at Kansas,” said Kevin 
McCullar Jr., who decided 
to return for a second sea-
son with the Jayhawks 
and fifth in college hoops. 
“We’ll have that chip on 
our shoulder, you know, 
prove everybody wrong, 
and state why you should 
be the No. 1 team in the 
nation. You go out there 
and use that. You use that 
as fuel every day.”

The Jayhawks had a 
disappointing follow-up 
to their 2022 national title 
last season, losing to Texas 
in the Big 12 champion-
ship and falling to Arkan-
sas in the opening weekend 
of the NCAA Tournament. 
Self missed both of those 
events after having a valve 
in his heart replaced, but the 
60-year-old coach is back 
on the sideline and chasing 
a third national title in the 
75th anniversary season of 
the AP poll.

He has three returning 
starters in McCullar, DaJuan 
Harris Jr. and KJ Adams, 
along with top-50 recruit 
Elmarko Jackson and Mich-
igan transfer Hunter Dick-
inson, perhaps the biggest 
prize of this past summer’s 

portal moves.
“With our returning start-

ers and the players we’ve 
added, I can see the writ-
ers putting us high in the 
rankings,” Self said. “We 

welcome 
being pre-
s e a s o n 
No. 1, but 
the goal is 
to be play-
ing to that 
rank when 
it counts 
the most, 
at the end 
of the sea-
son.”

D u k e 
picked up 

11 first-place votes to land 
at No. 2 in Jon Scheyer’s 
second season, and Purdue 
got three first-place nods as 
they try to avenge a stun-
ning end to last season. 
AP player of the year Zach 
Edey and the Boilermakers 
became the second men’s 
No. 1 seed to lose to a No. 
16 seed when they lost to 
Fairleigh Dickinson in the 
NCAA Tournament.

Edey’s deadline-day 
decision to return to the 
Boilermakers, rather than 
turn pro, kept them a nation-
al title contender.

“We had a tough finish 
to the season losing in the 
first round. Hopefully that 
sits with us as a coaching 
staff and really as a pro-
gram to make us better, so 
we can have more success 
in March,” Purdue coach 
Matt Painter said. “But as 
you guys all know, it doesn’t 
start there. The process 
starts all over, and you can’t 
miss any steps.”

Michigan State was 
fourth with one first-place 
vote, its highest ranking 
since December 2020, and 
Marquette rounded out the 
top five with AP coach of 
the year Shaka Smart return-
ing a loaded squad led by 
third-team All-American 
Tyler Kolek.

That’s the highest rank-
ing for the Golden Eagles 
since they were No. 3 in 
March 1978, when they 
were known as the War-
riors.

Defending nat ional 
champion UConn was 
sixth with two first-place 
votes after losing stand-
outs Adam Sanogo and 

Jordan Hawkins. The Hus-
kies were followed by Big 
12 newcomer Houston, 
Creighton, Tennessee and 
Florida Atlantic, which 
returns just about everyone 
from the team that went 
35-4 and made a surprising 
Final Four run last season.

“We have some guys 
that are ready to play, have 
been ready to play but 
under circumstances have 
had to take a back seat,” 
said Owls coach Dusty 
May, whose team has 
jumped from Conference 
USA to the American Ath-
letic Conference.

“We’ll be a little differ-
ent,” May said, “but we’ll 
still be versatile and we’ll 
play a lot of guys.”

Gonzaga was No. 11 fol-
lowed by Arizona, Miami, 
Arkansas and Texas A&M. 
Kentucky came in at No. 
16 with national runner-up 
San Diego State next, while 
Texas, North Carolina and 
Baylor rounded out the top 
20.

The final five were 
Southern California, Vil-
lanova, Saint Mary’s, Ala-
bama and Illinois.
CONFERENCE WATCH

The SEC led the way 
with five teams in the pre-
season poll, with Tennes-
see in the top 10. The Big 
12 and Big East had four 
apiece with the latter land-
ing three among the top 
eight in Marquette, UConn 
and Creighton. The ACC 
and Big Ten had three 
apiece.
OUTSIDE LOOKING IN

Wisconsin, Colorado and 
UCLA are the first three 
outside the Top 25; the Bru-
ins were No. 7 in the final 
poll last season. Also on the 
outside were Xavier and 
Kansas State, both of whom 
were in the top 15 entering 
last year’s NCAA Tourna-
ment.

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR

The season begins for 
most teams Nov. 6 with 
some big-time matchups in 
the first couple of weeks. 
That includes the annual 
Champions Classic double-
header, this time in Chica-
go, where No. 2 Duke will 
play fourth-ranked Michi-
gan State and top-ranked 
Kansas will face No. 16 
Kentucky.

MIAMI (AP) — Kim 
Ng is leaving the Miami 
Marlins after three seasons 
as general man-
ager,  Marl ins 
chairman and 
principal owner 
Bruce Sherman 
announced Mon-
day.

N g ,  5 4 , 
b e c a m e  t h e 
majors’ highest-
ranking woman 
in baseball oper-
ations and the 
first female GM 
in the four major North 
American professional 
sports leagues in a ground-
breaking hire in November 
2020.

The Marlins exercised 
their team option for her to 
return for the 2024 season, 
Sherman said in a statement, 
but Ng declined her mutual 
option.

“Last  week,  Bruce 
and I discussed his plan 
to reshape the Baseball 
Operations department. In 
our discussions, it became 
apparent that we were not 
completely aligned on what 
that should look like,” Ng 
told the Athletic on Mon-
day. “I felt it best to step 
away. I wish to express 
my sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to the Marlins 
family and its fans for my 
time in South Florida. This 
year was a great step for-
ward for the organization.”

When the Marlins first 
hired her, Ng said at the 
time that it was the product 
of years of determination 
and an honor.

“When I got into this 
business, it seemed unlike-
ly a woman would lead 

a major league 
team,” she said 
then, “but I am 
dogged in the pur-
suit of my goals. 
My goal is now to 
bring champion-
ship baseball to 
Miami.”

The Marlins 
were a dormant 
franchise before 
they made the 

postseason dur-
ing the pandemic-short-
ened 2020 season, which 
was Year 3 in the rebuild-
ing effort of former CEO 
Derek Jeter, who brought 
in Ng.

Miami reached the play-
offs that year for the first 
time since 2003 and swept 
the Chicago Cubs in their 
Wild Card Series. Atlanta 
then swept the Marlins in 
the National League Divi-
sion Series, but Miami 
showed flashes of promise 
and brought in Ng at the 
end of that season to help 
surge the club forward.

Ng won three World 
Series rings while spending 
21 years in the front offices 
of the Chicago White Sox 
(1990-96), New York Yan-
kees (1998-2001) and Los 
Angeles Dodgers (2002-11). 
Before joining the Marlins, 
she was an MLB senior vice 
president for nine years.

“Kim’s appointment 
makes history in all of pro-
fessional sports and sets 
a significant example for 
the millions of women and 

girls who love baseball and 
softball,” baseball Com-
missioner Rob Manfred 
said at the time of Ng’s 
hiring. “The hard work, 
leadership, and record 
of achievement through-
out her long career in the 
national pastime led to this 
outcome.”

Miami went 220-266 
during Ng’s tenure, includ-
ing an 84-78 record this past 
season.

She oversaw the rebuild-
ing of the Marlins’ ros-
ter into one that wants to 
contend in the future. Last 
October, she hired former 
Cardinals bench coach Skip 
Schumaker, and he helped 
lead the Marlins to a post-
season berth in his first year 
as manager.

Miami lost to the Phila-
delphia Phillies in the Wild 
Card Series earlier this 
month.

Ng’s departure comes 
after Jeter, baseball’s first 
Black CEO, stepped down 
as both CEO and share-
holder last offseason after 
being with the team since 
2017.

Jeter said at the time that 
“the vision for the future 
of the franchise is different 
than the one I signed up to 
lead.”

Ng was the fifth GM in 
the Marlins’ history. Sher-
man said the club will 
immediately begin its search 
for new leadership.

“We thank Kim for her 
contributions during her 
time with our organization 
and wish her and her family 
well,” Sherman said.

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Anthony 
Richardson and the Indianapolis Colts are 
still mulling their options to help the rookie 
quarterback recover from a right shoulder 
injury, including potentially season-ending 
surgery.

Coach Shane Steichen said Monday a 
final decision has neither been made nor 
was imminent.

“Obviously, we want to do what’s best 
for him and this organization moving for-
ward,” he said when asked whether the team 
is prioritizing Richardson’s long-term health 
over a quick return. “Like I said, we’ll make 
that decision when the time is right. We’re 
still evaluating that process.”

Richardson missed his second game of 
the season Sunday at Jacksonville, but he 
traveled with the team and wore a sling to 
protect his throwing shoulder while watch-
ing Indy’s loss from the sideline.

He was injured on the end of a short 
first-half run against Tennessee the previous 
week. After going to the ground awkwardly, 
he stayed down for several minutes before 
walking slowly to the team’s medical tent, 
his right shoulder drooping. Richardson did 
not return to that 23-16 victory and went on 
injured reserve last week, a move that will 
keep him out at least three more weeks.

And how Richardson and the Colts (3-3) 
opt to treat the sprained AC joint, Richard-
son’s absence could be significantly longer.

“We’re still gathering as much informa-

tion as we can,” Steichen said. “This is a 
decision that we want to make that’s right 
for him, for his longevity. So we’re still 
working through that process.”

The 6-foot-4, 244-pound former Florida 
Gators star has been injury prone in his first 
NFL season.

He missed the final minute of Indy’s 
season opener with a bruised knee and sore 
ankle, left with a concussion in the first half 
of a Week 2 victory over Houston, missed 
the following week while still in the concus-
sion protocol. Then one week after returning 
to the field and finishing his first NFL game, 
he hurt his shoulder.

Indy drafted Richardson with the No. 
4 overall pick in April after he impressed 
scouts at the league’s annual scouting com-
bine.

Though some considered the 13-game 
college starter a project, the Colts selected 
him as their starter after just one preseason 
game.

He was off to a promising start, throw-
ing for 577 yards, three TDs and one inter-
ception while completing 59.7% of his 
throws in four games. He also has 25 car-
ries for 136 yards and four TDs, becoming 
the first quarterback of the Super Bowl era 
with TD runs in each of his first three NFL 
games.

If Richardson does return this season, he 
also will be chasing franchise single-season 
marks for most games with a TD pass and a 
TD run as well as the Colts rushing record 
for a rookie quarterback.

Fields’ dislocated thumb adds 
to the uncertainty for the Bears

Colts QB Richardson ponders 
getting season-ending surgery

The Northeast 8 Conference 
announced its award winners for the vol-
leyball season.

Three of Norwell's players made the 
list: Macie Saalfrank and Jordyn Xayy-
achack made second-team, and Vanessa 

Rosswurm made honorable mention.
The Knights finished tied for fifth 

in the conference with a 3-4 record. 
Bellmont was in first with a perfect 7-0 
record, piling five players on the first-
team.

Three Knights earn all NE8 
all-conference in volleyball

Kansas is No. 1 in the preseason 
men’s AP Top 25; Duke, Purdue 
Michigan State following behind

Kim Ng, MLB’s 1st female GM, 
is leaving Miami after making 
the playoffs in her 3rd season

Rangers build big early lead off 
Valdez, hold on in win over Astros

Kim Ng
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FOOTBALL
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Miami 5 1 0 .833 223 156
Buffalo 4 2 0 .667 173 89
N.Y. Jets 3 3 0 .500 113 119
New England 1 5 0 .167 72 152

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Jacksonville 4 2 0 .667 142 122
Houston 3 3 0 .500 135 113
Indianapolis 3 3 0 .500 140 152
Tennessee 2 4 0 .333 104 117

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 4 2 0 .667 133 91
Cleveland 3 2 0 .600 95 77
Pittsburgh 3 2 0 .600 79 110
Cincinnati 3 3 0 .500 100 127

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

Kansas City 5 1 0 .833 147 88
L.A. Chargers 2 3 0 .500 127 124
Las Vegas 3 3 0 .500 100 131
Denver 1 5 0 .167 129 200

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 5 1 0 .833 155 124
Dallas 4 2 0 .600 154 97
Washington 3 3 0 .500 133 176
N.Y. Giants 1 5 0 .167 71 167

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Tampa Bay 3 2 0 .600 90 88
Atlanta 3 3 0 .500 99 120
New Orleans 3 3 0 .500 109 96
Carolina 0 6 0 .000 112 186

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Detroit 5 1 0 .833 168 113
Green Bay 2 3 0 .400 113 113
Minnesota 2 4 0 .333 129 135
Chicago 1 5 0 .167 128 176

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

San Francisco 5 1 0 .833 184 87
Seattle 3 2 0 .600 124 108
L.A. Rams 3 3 0 .500 138 117
Arizona 1 5 0 .167 117 162

Thursday’s Games
Kansas City 19, Denver 8

Sunday’s Games
Baltimore 24, Tennessee 16, Lon-

don, GBR
Cincinnati 17, Seattle 13
Cleveland 19, San Francisco 17
Houston 20, New Orleans 13
Jacksonville 37, Indianapolis 20
Miami 42, Carolina 21
Minnesota 19, Chicago 13
Washington 24, Atlanta 16
Las Vegas 21, New England 17
Detroit 20, Tampa Bay 6
L.A. Rams 26, Arizona 9
N.Y. Jets 20, Philadelphia 14
Buffalo 14, N.Y. Giants 9
Open: Pittsburgh, Green Bay

Monday’s Games
Dallas 20, L.A. Chargers 17

Thursday, Oct. 19
Jacksonville at New Orleans, 8:15 

p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 22

Atlanta at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at New England, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh at L.A. Rams, 4:05 p.m.
Green Bay at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City, 4:25 

p.m.
Miami at Philadelphia, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Cincinnati, Houston, N.Y. 

Jets, Tennessee, Carolina, Dallas
Monday, Oct. 23

San Francisco at Minnesota, 8:15 
p.m.

College
Big Ten Standings

East
1. Michigan 7-0 (4-0)
T2. Ohio State 6-0 (3-0)
T2 Penn State 6-0 (3-0)
T4. Maryland 5-2 (2-2)
T4. Rutgers 5-2 (2-2)
T6. Indiana 2-4 (0-3)
T6. Michigan State 2-4 (3-0)
West
1. Iowa 6-1 (3-1)
2. Wisconsin 4-2 (2-1)
T3. Northwestern 3-3 (1-2)

T3. Minnesota 3-3 (1-2)
T3. Nebraska 3-3 (1-2)
T6. Purdue 2-5 (1-3)
T6. Illinois 3-4 (1-3)

BASKETBALL
WNBA

Finals
(Best-of-5)
No. 1 Las Vegas 2, No. 2 New York 1
Sunday, Oct. 8: Las Vegas 99, New 

York 82
Wednesday, Oct. 11: Las Vegas 104, 

New York 76
Sunday, Oct. 15: New York 87, Las 

Vegas 73
Wednesday, Oct. 18: New York at Las 

Vegas, TBD
x-Friday, Oct. 20: Las Vegas at New 

York, TBD

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 2 2 0 0 4 6 3
Detroit 3 2 1 0 4 13 8
Ottawa 3 2 1 0 4 13 9
Toronto 3 2 1 0 4 14 13
Montreal 2 1 0 1 3 8 8
Tampa Bay 3 1 2 0 2 11 14
Florida 3 1 2 0 2 8 11
Buffalo 2 0 2 0 0 3 8

Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Pittsburgh 3 2 1 0 4 11 6
N.Y. Rangers 3 2 1 0 4 10 7
Carolina 3 2 1 0 4 14 14
New Jersey 3 1 1 1 3 10 11
N.Y. Islanders 1 1 0 0 2 3 2
Philadelphia 2 1 1 0 2 6 7
Washington 2 1 1 0 2 3 6
Columbus 3 1 2 0 2 7 11

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Colorado 2 2 0 0 4 7 3
Chicago 4 2 2 0 4 11 9
St. Louis 2 1 0 1 3 3 3
Dallas 1 1 0 0 2 2 1
Winnipeg 2 1 1 0 2 9 9
Minnesota 2 1 1 0 2 6 7
Arizona 2 1 1 0 2 5 5
Nashville 3 1 2 0 2 8 8

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Vegas 3 3 0 0 6 12 3
Vancouver 2 2 0 0 4 12 4
Calgary 3 1 1 1 3 9 11
Anaheim 2 1 1 0 2 7 7
Los Angeles 2 0 1 1 1 7 11
San Jose 2 0 1 1 1 2 6
Seattle 3 0 2 1 1 2 9
Edmonton 2 0 2 0 0 4 12
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Sunday’s Games
Ottawa 5, Tampa Bay 2
Anaheim 6, Carolina 3

Monday’s Games
Detroit 4, Columbus 0
Florida 4, New Jersey 3
N.Y. Rangers 2, Arizona 1
Chicago 4, Toronto 1
Washington 3, Calgary 2, SO

Tuesday’s Games
Vancouver at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.
Minnesota at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Arizona at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 

p.m.
Tampa Bay at Buffalo, 7:30 p.m.
Edmonton at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Colorado at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Carolina at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.
Dallas at Vegas, 10:30 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Washington at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Calgary at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Nashville at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Florida, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Edmonton at Philadelphia, 7:30 

p.m.
Arizona at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Vegas at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Carolina at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Dallas at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Boston at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

Chicago at Colorado, 10:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
Postseason Baseball Glance
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(Best-of-7)
American League
Texas 2, Houston 0
Sunday, Oct. 15: Texas 2, Houston 0
Monday, Oct. 16: Texas 5, Houston 4
Wednesday, Oct. 18: Houston (Javier 

10-5) at Texas (Scherzer 13-6), 8:03 
p.m. (FS1)

Thursday, Oct. 19: Houston at Texas, 
8:03 p.m. (FS1)

x-Friday, Oct. 20: Houston at Texas, 
5:07 p.m. (FS1)

x-Sunday, Oct. 22: Texas at Houston, 
8:03 p.m. (FS1)

x-Monday, Oct. 23: Texas at Houston, 
8:03 p.m. (Fox, FS1)

National League
(All Games on TBS)
Philadelphia 1, Arizona 0
Monday, Oct. 16: Philadelphia 5, 

Arizona 3.
Tuesday, Oct. 17: Arizona (Kelly 12-8) 

at Philadelphia (Nola 12-9), 8:07 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 19: Philadelphia 

(Suárez 4-6) at Arizona (Pfaadt 3-9), 
5:07 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 20: Philadelphia at Ari-
zona, 8:07 p.m.

x-Saturday, Oct. 21: Philadelphia at 
Arizona, 8:07 p.m.

x-Monday, Oct. 23: Arizona at Phila-
delphia, 5:07 p.m.

x-Tuesday, Oct. 24: Arizona at Phila-
delphia, 8:07 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Monday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
LOS AN GELES ANGELS — Sent 

RHPs Carson Fulmer and Jaime Bar-
ria, LHP Jhonathan Diaz, 1B Jared 
Walsh, C Chad Wallach and OF Brett 
Phillips outright to Salt Lake (PCL).

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Acti-

vated RHP Slade Cecconi. Changed 
2B Jace Peterson roster status.

MIAMI MARLINS — Announced 
General Manager Kim Ng will not 
return for the 2024 season.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
CHICAGO BULLS — Waived G 

Quenton Jackson.
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS — 

Waived Gs Kendric Davis and Donovan 
Williams and F Javan Johnson. Signed 
G Yuri Collins and G/F Javonte Green.

LOS ANGELES LAKERS — Waived 
Gs Damion Baugh, Scotty Pippen Jr. 
and Vincent Valerio-Bodon.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES — Waived G 
Mychal Mulder.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS — 
Waived F Landers Nolley II.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

DALLAS COWBOYS — Elevated 
RB Malik Davis and LB Malik Jefferson 
from the practice squad to the active 
roster. Signed DE/LB Tyrus Wheat. 
Reinstated CB Nahshon Wright from 
injured reserve. Placed LB Leighton 
Vander Esch and CB C.J. Goodwin on 
injured reserve.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — 
Signed CB Amani Oruwariye to the 
practice squad. Released OLB Derek 
Parish from the practice squad.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Signed 
WR D,J. Turner and CB Sam Webb to 
the practice squad. Placed T Sebastian 
Gutierrez and TE Noah Togiai on the 
practice squad injured reserve.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — 
Elevated WR Keelan Doss from the 
practice squad to the active roster.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Waived 
QB Jake Luton. Reinstated QB Jake 
Haener from suspension.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Waived OL 
Jalen Mayfield.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Signed 
RB Lew Nichols to the practice squad. 
Released RB Bryant Koback from the 
practice squad.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Des-
ignated WR Diontae Johnson and RB 
Anthony McFarland to return from 
injured reserve to practice.

WASHINGTON COMMANDERS — 
Signed DT Abdullah Anderson to the 
practice squad. Released DE William 
Bradley-King from the practice squad.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

COLORADO AVALANCHE — 
Loaned G Justus Annunen and LW 
Riley Tufte to Colorado (AHL).

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — 
Recalled G Jet Greaves from Cleve-
land (AHL).

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Signed 
F Jonah Gadjovich to a one-year 
contract.

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS — 
Reassigned F Jonas Rondbjerg to 
Henderson (AHL).

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — 
Recalled G Clay Stevenson from Her-
shey (AHL).

Minor League Hockey
American Hockey League

BAKERSFIELD CONDORS — 
Assigned D Xavier Bernard and G Tyler 
Parks to Fort Wayne (ECHL).

CHICAGO WOLVES — Acquired LW 
Max Comtois.

HARTFORD WOLFPACK — 
Assigned D Zach Berzolla to Cincinnati 
(ECHL).

TORONTO MARLIES — Assigned 
Fs Brock Caufield. Tate Singleton, 
Grant Cruikshank, Tyler Weiss, Jack-
son Berezowski and Neil Shea, Ds 
Jonny Tychonick and Nolan Dillingham 
and Gs Dryden McKay and Vyacheslav 
to Newfoundland (ECHL).

ECHL
ADIRONDACK THUNDER — 

Released F Jake Fletcher.
ALLEN AMERICANS — Released 

G Anthony D’Alosio and Fs Ilnur 
Madiarov, Zachary Currie and Chad 
Lopez from professional try-out con-
tracts (PTO).

ATLANTA GLADIATORS — 
Released Fs Tommy Munichiello and 
Alex Cohen from professional try-out 
contracts (PTO).Traded D Adam Samu-
elsson to Indy.

CINCINNATI CYCLONE — 
Released Gs Stephen Mundinger and 
Julian Sime, D Mark Gordon and Fs 
Jake Goldowski and Colton Kalezic 
from professional try-out contracts 
(PTO). Released D Malcolm Hayes. 
Signed D Landon Cat.

FORT WAYNE KOMETS — 
Released F Cole Young from a profes-
sional try-out contract (PTO). Released 
D Neithan Salame and F Tristan 
Ashbrook. Traded F Joseph Nardi to 
Reading.

IDAHO STEELHEADS — Released 
F Daniel Hardie.

IOWA HEARTLANDERS — 
Released F Austin Eastman.

KALAMAZOO WINGS — Released 
G Mariah Fujimagari from a profes-
sional try-out contract (PTO). Released 
F Aidan Spellacy.

NEWFOUNDLAND GROWLERS — 
Claimed D Jake Hamilton off waivers 
from Savannah.

READING ROYALS — Released F 
Houston Wilson from a professional try-
out contract (PTO).

TULSA OILERS — Released Ds Lin-
coln Erne and Sacha Roy and F Kaden 
Elder. Suspended D Justin Bean and 
removed him from the roster.

WHEELING NAILERS — Released 
Gs Oskar Autio and Jacob Zab, D Jeff 
Solow and F Dominiks Marcinkevics 
from professional try-out contracts 
(PTO). Suspended D Philip Beaulieu 
and removed him from the roster.

WORCESTER RAILERS — 
Released G Conor O’Brien, D Jayson 
Dobay and F Nick Pennucci from 
professional try-out contracts (PTO). 
Released Fs Chris Ordoobadi, Max 
Johnson, Myles Abbate and Todd 
Goehring and D Michael Higgins.

AUTO RACING
NASCAR — Rescinded the No. 12 

car (Penske Racing, Ryan Blaney) 
disqualification penalty from Sunday, 
Oct. 15.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

HOUSTON DYNAMO FC — Signed 
D Ethan Bartlow to a contract exten-
sion through 2025.

INTER MIAMI CF — Signed M 
Gregore to a contract extension 
through 2025.

News-Banner Scoreboard

By TRAVIS JOHNSON 
Associated Press

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) — 
The first half of the season went about 
as well as it could for Penn State. It’s 
about to get much tougher.

If the seventh-ranked Nittany Lions 
(6-0) want to maximize their chances 
of playing for a Big Ten championship, 
they will need to do something they 
haven’t done in more than a decade — 
beat Ohio State in Columbus.

They’ll have their shot against the 
No. 3 Buckeyes (6-0) on Saturday in 
the Horseshoe, a place where Penn 
State hasn’t won since 2011.

“It is another top-10 opponent,” 
defensive end Adisa Isaac said. “Obvi-
ously we’ve been battling these guys 
for years and years, so this is a great 
test for us.”

There weren’t many of those in the 
first half of the season, when the Nitta-
ny Lions found different ways to blow 
out every opponent they faced.

Sophomore quarterback Drew Allar 
carved up West Virginia in the opener 
and still hasn’t turned the ball over. 
Running backs Nick Singleton and 
Kaytron Allen helped the offense run 
over Illinois, Iowa and Northwestern. 
Special teams lifted the Nittany Lions 
to their latest win with a pair of punt 
return touchdowns in the rain that 
jump-started them against UMass.

Meanwhile, coordinator Manny 
Diaz’s defense has been nearly per-
fect as the Nittany Lions sit atop the 
country’s total defense rankings and 
at No. 2 in scoring defense through six 
games.

Except for its 17-14 victory over 
then-No. 9 Notre Dame, Ohio State 
has had an equally easy time with its 
schedule.

“I feel really good about the team,” 
Allar said. “I think we’ve done a great 
job of improving our process each 
week and just focusing on ourselves 
and correcting the mistakes we’ve 
made so far. We’ve just got to keep 
building on that.”

The process started Sunday when 
Penn State players gathered to self-
scout their previous performance and 
begin preparing for the Buckeyes.

“We always talk about enjoying the 
moment, enjoying the win, then taking 
some time to flip the switch,” tight end 
Theo Johnson said. “We had a lot of 
focus and attention this week coming 
in to this game, and we’re definitely 
going to have to make sure we have 
all of our ducks in a row for this next 
week.”

Historically, that’s usually been the 
case when these two teams meet.

While Penn State hasn’t won in the 
series since 2016, each of the last six 
games has been decided by an average 

of eight points. The Nittany Lions let a 
handful of those games slip away after 
they had controlled the pace.

The Buckeyes overcame fourth-
quarter deficits in 2017, 2018 and 2022 
to hand Penn State hard-to-swallow 
losses. Ohio State won the Big Ten in 
2017 and 2018.

Penn State’s win at Beaver Stadi-
um in 2016 helped propel the Nittany 
Lions to their only Big Ten champion-
ship under coach James Franklin.

Defensive end Chop Robinson has 
all but blacked out the memory of last 
season’s game, when Ohio State’s J.T. 
Tuimoloau intercepted two passes and 
returned one for a touchdown to cap 
the Buckeyes’ comeback.

“I remember the atmosphere before 
the game,” Robinson said. “That’s 
about it.”

Penn State has won 11 in a row 
since then.

Allar, who grew up in Ohio, said he 
believes Penn State has what it needs 
to ready a winning game plan for the 
Buckeyes.

“I feel like we’ve definitely been 
battle-tested, we’ve played some really 
good opponents,” Allar said. “I feel 
like offensively, we’ve gotten bet-
ter each week, gotten more consistent 
each week and we just need to keep 
building on that. We can’t change our 
routine based on the opponent.”

NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — Tiger 
Woods has another world-class field 
for his Hero World Challenge in the 
Bahamas. Still to be determined is 
whether he is part of it.

Woods on Monday announced 19 
players in the 20-man field for Albany 
Golf Club the first weekend of Decem-
ber, which includes every eligible 
member of the U.S. Ryder Cup team, 
along with two players who were left 
off the team.

Missing is Brooks Koepka. The 
Hero World Challenge is sanctioned 

by the PGA Tour, and Koepka is sus-
pended from that for being part of the 
rival Saudi-funded LIV Golf League. 
The PGA champion was a captain’s 
pick for the Ryder Cup.

Woods has not played competitive-
ly since withdrawing from the Mas-
ters after making the cut. He had ankle 
surgery a short time later for injuries 
related to his February 2021 car acci-
dent, though he was seen hitting wedg-
es during a foundation event at Pebble 
Beach last week.

Viktor Hovland, the two-time 

defending champion in the Bahamas, 
is among three players from Europe’s 
winning Ryder Cup team in Rome.

Sponsor exemptions were awarded 
to Rickie Fowler and Justin Thomas. 
Both are among the top 25 in the world 
ranking, which illustrates the strength 
of the field. Players must be among the 
top 50 to get an exemption, part of the 
provision for the unofficial event get-
ting world ranking points.

The criteria allows for an exemp-
tion to be used on the tournament host 
— Woods — if he needs one.

No. 7 Penn State looking for first win in 
Columbus since 2011 with No. 3 Ohio State

Tiger Woods announces loaded field 
for Bahamas with one spot left open



BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

CRANKSHAFT

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

D I V E R S I O N SPage 8 • The News-Banner • TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2023

BUY IT
SELL IT
RENT IT
FIND IT
FILL IT
GET IT
    DO IT
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

!
Place Your Ad 24/7/365!
www.news-banner.com

Husband rebrands cruelty as ‘honesty’
Dear Annie: I have been married for 

almost 20 years and have five beautiful 
babies with my husband. The problem 
is that he tends to say things without 
thinking. He can hurt people’s feelings, 
and he says he doesn’t care because he 
is just telling the truth.

He has said some hurtful things to 
me about my weight. I am not a skinny 
girl and never have been, but try as I 
might to lose weight, it just won’t stay 
off. When I tell him he has hurt my 
feelings, it’s like it goes in one ear and 
out the other. It’s like he doesn’t even 
care that he hurts me. He says I am just 
being crazy and too sensitive.

I don’t know what I should do to 
make him see how he is hurting me. — 
Sad Wife

Dear Sad Wife: You are not crazy, 
and you are not too sensitive. Your 
husband is mean and insensitive and 
he tries to hide his cruelty through 
some sort of a mask, saying that he’s 
just being blunt and it’s your problem. 
That is so unfair to you. Next time he 
says something cruel or hurtful, walk 
away from him. If he continues to insult 
you, you might have to contact a mar-
riage counselor. If he refuses to go, then 
attend counseling yourself and decide if 
you want to stay in the marriage or not.

Dear Annie: My daughter, “Jody,” 
is back in college for her sophomore 
year. She enjoyed her first year and was 
looking forward to going back. But she 
just called me to say that her best friend, 
“Sally,” who she met at the school, 
decided to leave college immediately 
after returning for her second year.

Jody, who is 19, is sad about this 
and suddenly questioning whether she 
should stay at the university or leave. 
Going to this school has been her dream 
since she was little. She was thrilled 
on the day when the acceptance letter 
arrived. Her father and I took her out 
for a celebration dinner. Remember, at 
that time, she had never met Sally and 
didn’t even know she existed.

Yet she would give up her dreams 

because one friend 
dropped out?

I am beside 
myself with worry 
about Jody’s lack 
of judgment. She 
never was like 
this. Do you have 
any tips for what 
my husband and I 
should say to her 
to persuade her to 
stay in school? — 
Worried Mom

Dear Mom: Relax. Jody is 19, an 
age where impulsive decisions are 
common. If you overreact, you might 
create an unnecessary drama in all of 
your lives. Remind Jody about how this 
school has been her dream, and she 
will continue to fit in and enjoy her col-
lege years, undoubtedly with a new best 
friend. Communicate with her often 
— daily is fine, for a while — to offer 
support, encouragement and reinforce-
ment. Let’s hope this is just a phase.

Dear Annie: I am writing this letter 
from Greece, where multigenerational 
family life is still idealized.

When I met my future husband 
(we’ve now been married 47 years), I 
asked him why he was living with his 
parents. His answer was, “I love my 
mother and father!”

Annie, don’t be so down on children 
living with their parents and families. 
— Greek

Dear Greek: Thank you for your let-
ter. Seems like there is plenty to learn 
from Greek culture.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, commu-
nication and reconciliation — is avail-
able as a paperback and e-book. Visit 
http://www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS
The only One who can save 
the human soul is the One 

who died on the cross
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
< Movie TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Place for 
Miracles 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Rabbi 
Lapin 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel
"B&B" (N) 

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Big Brother (N) (:15) Frasier 
(N) 

(:55) Frasier (N) FBI True
(N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) Comics 
Unleashed 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago Fire "Best 
Friend Magic" 

Chicago Fire "Hold Our 
Ground" 

Chicago Fire "Where 
We End Up" 

Chicago Fire "Then Nick 
Porter Happened" 

Chicago Fire "A 
Chicago Welcome" 

Chicago Fire "Shut It 
Down" 

Chicago Fire "Off the 
Grid" 

Chi. Fire "The Tendency 
of a Drowning Victim" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Dancing Professional dancers pair with celebrities 
to train and compete in ballroom dancing. (L) (N) 

Press Your Luck "A 
Spiritual Experience" (N) 

ABC21 News at 11 (N) (:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

The Voice (N) The Voice "The Battles 
Premiere" (N) 

Found "Missing While 
Widowed" (N) 

News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Best 
Man" 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago Fire Chicago Fire Seinfeld Seinfeld
"The Pie" 

Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Inside the NFL Week 6

(N) 
The Swarm "Episode 6"
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
10 Parks That Changed 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline Buffalo A diverse collection of Americans start a 
movement that rescues the mammal from extinction. (F) 

Buffalo A diverse collection of Americans start a 
movement that rescues the mammal from extinction. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
10 Parks That Changed 
America 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Buffalo A diverse collection of Americans start a 
movement that rescues the mammal from extinction. (F) 

Buffalo A diverse collection of Americans start a 
movement that rescues the mammal from extinction. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Name That Tune (N) 9-1-1: Lone Star FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 
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LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Dead Again" Castle "Much Ado 

About Murder" 
Castle "Hell to Pay" Castle "Crossfire" Castle "Flowers for Your 

Grave" 
(:05) Castle "Nanny 
McDead" 

(:05) Castle "Hedge Fund 
Homeboys" 

Castle "Hell Hath No 
Fury" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) < Fantastic Four: ... <+++ Avengers: Endgame (2019, Action) Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, Robert Downey Jr.. Welcome to Welcome to Welcome to Welcome to Welcome to Welcome to 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Charmed "Morality 
Bites" 

Charmed "The Painted 
World" 

Charmed "The Devil's 
Music" 

Charmed "She's a Man, 
Baby, a Man!" 

Charmed "That Old 
Black Magic" 

Charmed "They're 
Everywhere" 

E! News
(N) 

Villains "Welcome to 
the House of Villains" 

Sex-City 
"Splat!" 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++ Jack Reacher: Never Go Back (2016, Action) Cobie Smulders, Aldis 
Hodge, Tom Cruise. 

<++ Shooter (2007, Action) Michael Peña, Danny 
Glover, Mark Wahlberg. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) Top 25 (L)

(N) 
NHL Hockey Tampa Bay Lightning at Buffalo Sabres From 
KeyBank Center in Buffalo, N.Y. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Colorado Avalanche at Seattle Kraken From 
Climate Pledge Arena in Seattle. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) The Point (L) (N) Pardon (N) College Football Southern Mississippi at South Alabama (L) (N) NBA Basketball Denver Nuggets at Los Angeles Clippers (L) (N) 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Golf Life Breaking 

Par 
Live on the Line The Rally (N) Tennis Classics 2022: Coco Gauff vs. 

Sloane Stephens 
Sports 
Stars 

Focused Golf Life World Poker Tour World Poker Tour 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Tragedy" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Manic" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Choice" 

WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove 
they've got what it takes. (L) (N) 

(:10) <++ Mechanic: Resurrection (2016, Action)
Jessica Alba, Tommy Lee Jones, Jason Statham. (P) 

(:10) <++ Mechanic: 
Resurrection 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Street The Outlaws load their cars & ship them 
halfway across the world to battle Australia's drivers.

Street Outlaws "I've 
Been Cheated" 

Street Outlaws vs. the World "No More Mr. Nice Aussie" The Australians 
bring out the big guns, and the Outlaws must change their tactics. (N) 

Street Outlaws (N) Street Outlaws "No 
More Mr. Nice Aussie" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Welcome to Plathville Welcome to Plathville Fat Fabulous Fat Fabulous (N) Fat Fabulous (N) Welcome (N) (:05) Sister Wives Fat Fabulous

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained "The 
Weird Wild West" 

The UnXplained "Evil 
Places" 

The UnXplained "Lost 
Cities" 

UnXplained "Wonders 
of the Ancient World" 

The UnXplained
"Biblical Artifacts" (N) 

(:05) The Curse of Oak 
Island (N) 

(:05) The Curse of Oak 
Island 

(:05) The UnXplained 
"Biblical Artifacts" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Sweeter Than 
Chocolate 

< It Was Always You (2021, Romance) Tyler 
Hynes, Craig Haas, Erin Krakow. 

< Always Amore (2022, Romance) Tyler Hynes,
Matthew Del Bel Belluz, Autumn Reeser. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Gold. Girls
"The Audit"

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:05) <+ Saw V (‘08) 
Tobin Bell. 

(:05) <+ Saw VI (2009, Horror) Costas Mandylor,
Betsy Russell, Tobin Bell. 

(:05) <+ Saw 3D (2010, Horror) Costas Mandylor,
Betsy Russell, Tobin Bell. 

(:05) <++ Jurassic World (2015, Adventure) Bryce Dallas 
Howard, Irrfan Khan, Chris Pratt. 

(:50) < The 
Great Wall 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Pregame (L) (N) MLB Baseball All the latest action from Major League Baseball. Postseason Sheldon Sheldon 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:00) < Edge 
of Tomorr... 

<++ Terminator: Dark Fate (2019, Sci-Fi) Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Mackenzie Davis, Linda Hamilton. 

Pregame
(L) (N) 

M. Friendlies United States vs. Ghana From 
GEODIS Park in Nashville, Tenn. (L) (N) 

Postgame
(L) (N) 

<++ Walking Tall (‘04) Dwayne 
"The Rock" Johnson. 

< Space 
Jam: A Ne... 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:00) <++ Christine 
(‘83) Keith Gordon. 

<++ Trick 'r Treat (2007, Horror) Brian Cox,
Dylan Baker, Anna Paquin. 

<++ Jeepers Creepers (2001, Horror) Justin 
Long, Jonathan Breck, Gina Philips. 

<++ House of Wax (2005, Horror) Chad Michael Murray, Brian 
Van Holt, Elisha Cuthbert. 

< Insidious: 
Last Key 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park 
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Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
The Perfect 10 The Joel 

Klatt Show
College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college football. UEFA Qual. England vs. 

Italy 
WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Blue Bloods "Firewall" Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Blue Blood "Allegiance" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Triple Threat (N) Chopped Chopped Bobby's Triple Threat 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Housewives/Potomac Housewives SLC Housewives SLC Real SLC "Après Rumor" Housewives SLC (N) Housewives SLC Winter House Housewives 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob < Movie Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Ladybug Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Pretty Frk Pretty Frk Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:30) <++ Shrek Forever After (‘10) 
Voices of Eddie Murphy, Mike Myers. 

Toy Story 
of Terror! 

<++ Hotel Transylvania (‘12, Animated) Voices 
of Andy Samberg, Selena Gomez, Adam Sandler. 

<++ Hocus Pocus (1993, Children) Sarah Jessica 
Parker, Kathy Najimy, Bette Midler. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:00) <+++ Edge of 
Tomorrow Tom Cruise. 

<+++ The Batman (2022, Action) Zoë Kravitz, Jeffrey Wright, Robert 
Pattinson. 

To Be Announced To Be Announced <++ The Mexican (2001, Adventure) Julia 
Roberts, James Gandolfini, Brad Pitt. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:25) <++ Kill the 
Irishman Ray Stevenson. 

(:15) <++ Behind Enemy Lines (2001, Action)
Gene Hackman, Gabriel Macht, Owen Wilson. 

<++ Hit & Run (‘12) Kristen Bell, 
Bradley Cooper, Dax Shepard. 

(:40) < Empire State (‘13) Dwayne 
"The Rock" Johnson. 

(:15) < Barely Lethal (‘15) Jessica 
Alba, Hailee Steinfeld. 

(:55) <++ 
Taken 3 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(3:05) <++++ Saving 
Private Ryan 

< The Caine Mutiny Court-Martial (2023, 
Drama) Jason Clarke, Jake Lacy, Kiefer Sutherland. 

<+++ The Prestige (2006, Drama) Christian 
Bale, Michael Caine, Hugh Jackman. 

(:15) <++ Mary Shelley's Frankenstein (1994, Horror) Kenneth 
Branagh, Tom Hulce, Robert De Niro. 

< Into the 
Wild 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:00) <+++ The Score 
(‘01) Robert De Niro. 

(:05) <++ Snipes (2001, Thriller) Zoe Saldana,
Nelly, Sam Jones III. 

< Snag (‘23) Jaime Camil, Jonny 
Beauchamp, Ben Milliken. 

<++ Brick Mansions (‘14) David 
Belle, RZA, Paul Walker. 

<+++ Testament (‘83) William 
Devane, Roxana Zal, Jane Alexander. 

< Force 
majeure 
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Q: It is staggering to 
hear jokes that people 
tell about Hell and how 
many people say they 
won’t mind going there. 
Some even say they have 
no desire to go to Heaven 
because it will be boring. 
Aren’t they in some way 
admitting their belief in 
both places while joking 
and saying none of it real-
ly matters? – H.H.

A: Singer/songwriter 
John Lennon is famous 
for his ballad “Imagine,” 
which invites people to 
visualize an existence 
where there is no Heaven, 
no Hell, no religion, and 
everybody is “living for 
today.” But saying there is 
no Hell doesn’t make it so. 
This is precisely what the 

Bible is talking about 
when it describes 
people who “became 

vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was 
darkened” (Romans 1:21 
KJV).

French biologist and 
philosopher Jean Rostand 
said, “I should have no 
use for a paradise in which 
I should be deprived of 
the right to prefer Hell.” 
This, indeed, is a breath-
taking admission, but 
the truth is that people’s 
confession of preferring 
Hell is simply a cover-up 
for their unwillingness to 
confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord and humble them-
selves before Him.

It was reported once 
that the rock star Jewel 
was traveling through 
Mexico and observed that 
everyone seemed to be 

looking “for someone to 
save them.” Her evalu-
ation was true. She later 
wrote lyrics to what would 
become a major hit, “Who 
Will Save Your Soul?”, in 
which she reveals people’s 
worry about who will save 
their souls. The only One 
who can save the human 
soul is the One who died 
on the cross and shed His 
blood to cover our sin and 
bring us to eternal salva-
tion in His Name, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. No one cares 
for us as God does, and no 
one but God loves us with 
an everlasting love.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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Plus!Plus!

NOTICE

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

EMSHWILLER & EMSH-

WILLER is looking for an of-
fice assistant to join our team.
Seasonal help - January thru
May of each year. Responsible
for performing a range of cleri-
cal and administrative tasks to
support daily operations in an
office setting. Ideal candidate
would be good at organizing,
multi-tasking & taking direc-
tion. To apply for this position,
please send resume to
sharedadmin@emshwiller.net
(EAP2)

FOR SALE
5 for $5

EARN EXTRA CASH by sell-
ing your "unwanted" items dur-
ing the month of October. A 20
-word, line classified ad for five
days is only $5! For Sale Items
Only. Excludes Garage Sales.
Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office, 125 N. Johnson
St., 260-824-0224, or place
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

Pets

Lottery Numbers
Monday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 02-09-13-23-

38
Cash4Life — 13-15-16-

19-33, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 

06-08-10-13-14-15-16-22-
26-30-31-41-42-46-54-57-
61-63-70-77, BE: 13

Daily Three-Midday — 
05-04-06, SB: 00

Daily Three-Evening — 
08-06-08, SB: 03

Daily Four-Midday — 
02-05-03-00, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening — 
06-00-06-00, SB: 03

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-09-25-27-28-32-38-
40-41-43-52-53-56-61-63-
69-70-71-73-80, BE: 09

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $39.2 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday):  $69 million
POWERBALL

02-27-31-44-64; Power-
ball: 18; Power Play: 3X
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is Tues., Oct. 24!

For as little as …

$123
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Goods & services 
directory

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING OCTOBER 17 STARTING AT 6 
P.M. EST - Ronald L Franke estate, owner. Real estate 6 p.m.: 
812 sf, full basement, 2 bed, 2 full bath, 14’x22’ detached garage, 
.29 acre lot, Fort Wayne Community School, Wayne Township, 
Allen County. Personal property 6:30 p.m.: 2006 Chevy Monte 
Carlo SS, 105k miles, household, tools, riding lawn mower, fur-
niture, collectibles, more! Pick up: Oct. 18, 3-6 p.m., 930 Irene 
Ave., Fort Wayne. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, Kjauction.
com, 260-724-7402.
BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 22 - (Online Only Auction) - 
Michael & Jane Michaud, seller. Gravely zero turn riding 
mower, 2018 Family Farm Home single axle utility trailer, Crafts-
man portable air compressor, Craftsman & DeWalt power tools, 
late model appliances, antique furniture, assorted household, 
Christmas decorations, Berkley fishing boat w/14’ trailer, assort-
ed fishing. Preview: Oct. 19 from 3 p.m.-6 p.m., 1791 W 1000 
S, Warren. Sale managers, Patrick Carter & Nick Huffman. The 
Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
OCTOBER 22-OCTOBER 27 - (Online Only Auction) - Michael 
& Jane Michaud, seller. Single story home situated on 4.55 
Acres w/outbuildings. 3 bedroom and 2 full bathrooms with 1,880 
square foot and an attached 2 car garage. Open houses: Oct. 19 
from 3-6 p.m., Oct. 26 from 4-6 p.m., 1791 W 1000 S, Warren. 
Pat Carter & Nick Huffman, sale managers. The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 22- OCTOBER 29 - (Online Only Auction) - Harvey 
E. & Wilma D. King, seller. H&D Repair Center & Body Shop 
retirement auction. Automotive & body shop equipment, pickup 
truck, tractor, car, Rotary Lift 9,000-lb. capacity 2-post hydraulic 
lift, mower. Preview: Oct. 19 from 3 p.m.-6 p.m. and Oct. 26 from 
3 p.m.-6 p.m., 300 Standard Oil Blvd., Montpelier. Sale manager, 
Patrick Carter, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
OCTOBER 27 - 8 a.m. - Secured creditors & various consign-
ors, owners. 815 Adams St., Decatur. Truck & equipment auc-
tion. Live and online bidding. 700+ lots! 100+/- municipal units! 
2012-2014 Freightliner M2106 box trucks, dump trucks, day 
cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, bucket trucks, utility & semi trailers, 
SUV’s, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pickups, 100+ various skid steer attach-
ments & more! Cargo & passenger vans, large group of Chevy 
Impalas, Tahoes, Dodge Chargers, more! Selling absolute! 
Accepting consignments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 
Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING NOVEMBER 5 
STARTING AT 4 PM EST - Randy Rossman, owner and mul-
tiple consignors. Online only consignment auction. 1,000+ lots! 
Featuring furniture, household items, collectibles, antiques, tools, 
guns, & much more! Auction preview: Nov. 2, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm 
St., Decatur. Pick up times: Nov. 6, 1-6 p.m. & Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-
noon, 3 pick up locations in Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711
or email: careers@swissvillage.org

EOE

Now Seeking: Kinder Haus Daycare
Kinder Haus Daycare at Swiss Village is now seeking a Full-Time Team 
Teacher to work 32+ hours/week! Varied hours from 6am-5pm M-F. 
Responsibilities include providing high quality childcare services and 

assisting the Lead Teacher with supervision of the classroom. Must 
have a high school diploma or GED and be at least 18 years of age. 

Strong desire to work with children required. Educational background 
in early childhood is preferred.

 1350 W. Main St.
 Berne, IN 46711

 589-3173
 www.swissvillage.org

Berne, IN

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

MILLER'S U-STOR We have
clean, secure storage units
available. Various sizes.
260-824-4141. Miller U-Stor,
1118 W. Silver, Bluffton, IN.

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

418 GOLDEN ROD Ct.,
Bluffton, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Oct.
18, 19, 21. Christmas decora-
tions, household goods, furni-
ture, tools and more.

4449 W 300 N, Bluffton, Fri-
day, October 20, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Saturday, October 21, 9
a.m. to noon. Scrubs galore L-
XL, women's tops L-XL, 2 bed-
side tables, and miscellaneous
items.

SEMI-ANNUAL GARAGE

SALE, Thurs. & Fri., Oct. 19 &
20, 8a-6p, Sat., Oct. 21, $6
bag day, 8a-2p. Ossian United
Methodist Church, 201 W. Mill
St., Proceeds to United
Methodist Women projects.

4 FAMILY GARAGE & estate
sale, Oct. 19, 20, 21, 8-6, 2570
W 100 S, Monroe. Baby items,
furniture, drop leaf table, vin-
tage, noodles, jam, Christmas,
Halloween, old drill press,
cookware, crock, air fryers. Ev-
erything imaginable. You don't
want to miss this one.

HUGE FLEA MARKET and
church bake sale, Chester
Center Church, 9009 S 300 W,
Poneto (across from Southern
Wells HS), Thursday, Oct. 19,
Friday, Oct. 20, Saturday, Oct.
21, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Craft
items, honey, antiques, sad-
dles, toilets, barrels, col-
lectibles, wide variety of items,
misc. Pies, cookies, breads,
pretzels, noodles.

HELOISE HINT: Having a joint 
sale with several of your neigh-
bors? To make collecting mon-
ey easier, assign each family a 
different colored tag that you 
can take off at checkout to keep 
track of each sale item. Email 
HELOISE@Heloise.com.

Notices
ONE STOP SHELL! New
Owners! Krispy Krunchy
Chicken-freshly made, perfect-
ly Cajun. It's delicious! All new-
Hot Stuff Pizzas. Perfect for
any day of the week! Get Free
fountain drink with purchase of
family chicken meal, breakfast
pizza or breakfast sandwich-
offer good through November
1st. We look forward to seeing
you soon! 1303 South Main-
Bluffton. (EAP2)

HELOISE HINT: When you be-
gin a new job. Be in sync with 
the stated goals of your group 
or division. Shape your work 
to be sure that those goals 
are being met. Send your job-
success story to Heloise, P.O. 
Box 795001. San Antonio, TX 
78279-5001

Place a three day garage sale 
line classified ad and receive 

a free garage sale kit!

HELOISE HINT: Get your dog 
several chew toys. They can be 
helpful for your dog’s teeth be-
cause chewing on them helps 
to wear off plaque. Email HE-
LOISE@ Heloise.com.

Services Services
ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-
965-4916 (I)
PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (I)

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throt-
tling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch.  Call 1-833-
754-0929 (I)
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. WE 
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers. 
Call 1-844-961-0666 (I)



By ERIC PFEIFFER
Hoosier Ag Today

If you’ve ever wondered 
what kind of impact you 
have on the country as a 
soybean grower, the Unit-
ed Soybean Board has the 
answer.

“Some real ly eye-
opening contributions that 
the soy sector adds to the 
national economy. $124 bil-
lion per year. That’s a big, 
big number,” says Ed Lam-
mers, USB Secretary and a 
Nebraska farmer.

Lammers is referring to 
a recent economic impact 
study to engage farmers and 
the agricultural community 
about the importance of the 
soybean industry to the U.S. 
and state economies.

“We have a lot of jobs 
that also fall in that econ-
omy, with 223,000 paid 
full-time jobs. So, those are 
some really big, big num-
bers and goes to emphasize 
the importance of the soy-
bean sector.”

USB partnered with the 
National Oilseed Processors 
Association to commission 
the study. Lammers explains 
why this study is so impor-
tant for farmers.

“We get in our daily rou-
tines, and we don’t think 
about that big picture. This 
kind of brings attention 
to the importance of what 
we do every day and how 
it affects other people and 
the national economy. The 
value chain is wide and big. 
You know, you’ve got fertil-
izers, you’ve got transporta-
tion, you’ve got the crush, 
you’ve got oil, we’ve got 
meal, and we’ve got animal 
foods. It’s a miracle bean is 
what it is.”

Lammers says the eco-
nomic impact stretches well 
beyond the farm, with new 
innovations for soybeans 
that are used in over 1,000 
products.

“New innovations that 

are coming out and most 
people probably are not 
aware of is this year’s soy 
foam that fire departments 
are using for retardants 
on special chemicals. You 
know, any food processors 
where chemicals would not 
be friendly to the proces-
sor, soy is degradable. So 
that soy foam really has a 
unique priority to it. Other 
things are seed lubricants. 
As soybean producers, we 
always put some kind of 
a treatment on our seed to 
make it flow better so it 
doesn’t plug up on our rows 
or whatever.”

And soybeans help 
keep you grounded- liter-
ally. They’re also used in the 
soles of Skecher’s shoes and 

on Goodyear tires. Learn 
more at unitedsoybean.org.

By AGDAILY
Sixteen House Republi-

cans have written a letter to 
Congress voicing opposition 
against the Ending Agricul-
tural Trade Suppression Act. 

The letter follow previous 
opposition from 171 House 
members and 30 senators, as 
well as other state and local 
organizations. The lawmak-
ers argue that the EATS Act 
does more to benefit foreign-
owned pork industry con-
glomerates at the expense of 
American farmers and state-
level regulations. 

“The EATS Act proposes 
to undo legitimate state-
wide elections on animal-
housing standards, and the 
influence of the Chinese 

government is hard to miss 
given the profound level 
of control of pig produc-
tion in the United States,” 
reads the letter. “The biggest 
U.S.-based pork company is 
wholly owned by the Chi-
nese, controlling 26 percent 
of the U.S. pork market, and 
produces one in six breeding 
sows in the United States.”

Farm bill representa-
tives led the letter includ-
ing: Andrew Garbarino 
(R-N.Y.), David Valadao 
(R-Calif.), Mike Waltz 
(R-Fla.), and Nancy Mace 
(R-S.C.).

“As the components of 
the farm bill take form, we 
strongly urge you to resist 
any attempt to undermine 

state laws that intersect with 
agricultural commerce,” the 
coalition wrote.

Other letters have been 
sent by senators to the Sen-
ate Agriculture Committee 
leaders as well as another 
coalition of House members 
to the House Agricultural 
Committee leaders oppos-
ing the bill, and a letter 
from 16 state attorneys gen-
eral to congressional leaders 
opposing the Act. 

The National Governors 
Association, the National 
Association of Counties, 
and the League of Cities 
have also recently sent let-
ters in opposition of the 
EATS Act.

The EATS Act was origi-

nally introduced to address 
the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to uphold California’s 
Proposition 12, regulating 
the spaces of confined ani-
mals. Supporters say that 
states’ rights are currently 
at risk. The introduced bill 
prohibits state laws that 
impose additional require-
ments on agricultural pro-
ducers in other states. 

Agricultural groups, 
including the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, 
the National Pork Producers 
Council, and the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Asso-
ciation, are lobbying for the 
bill. Another group of state 
attorneys general also sup-
port the legislation.

By C.J. MILLER
Hoosier Ag Today

One of the biggest chal-
lenges facing Indiana’s 
woodland owners is getting 
rid of invasive plants that 
are harmful to Hoosier for-
ests.

“There seems to be more 
of these plants out there and 
they have a major impact on 
the ecosystem,” says John 
Stambaugh of Bedford. 
He’s an Indiana forester and 
board member of the Indi-
ana Forestry and Woodland 
Owners Association.

He says several invasive 
plants may already be famil-

iar to gardeners and land-
scapers.

“Autumn Olive, Asian 
Bush Honeysuckle, Japa-
nese Honeysuckle, perhaps 
Tree-of-Heaven, Privet, 
Barberry, and Burning 
Bush—those are probably 
the big ones that we see out 
there,” according to Stam-
baugh. “Many people would 
probably recognize several 
of these horticultural species 
like Barberry and Privet, 
which people started using 
in their landscapes and in 
their lawns. Those migrate 
off into the forests and cause 
havoc.”

Stambaugh says these 
invasive plants can take 
over a woodland area and 
choke off the resources for 
native plant life.

“They are so aggres-
sive, and they can grow in 
so many conditions includ-
ing low-light conditions,” 
says Stambaugh. “In many 
cases, many of them will 
emerge from foliation ear-
lier in the spring to get a 
jump on the native plant 
life and a lot of them will 
remain active well into 
the fall as opposed to our 
native plant life that would 
be going in the dormancy. 

They will stretch out lon-
ger like Bush Honeysuckle. 
It’s like Japanese Honey-
suckle—it doesn’t even 
hardly shut down.”

He says that IFWOA has 
many resources available to 
help tackle these invasive 
plants in your woodland 
areas.

“You have to have the 
attitude that this is going 
to be a long-term process,” 
says Stambaugh. “Nor-
mally in your woodlands—
especially if you have a 
pretty extensive amount of 
them—you’ll want to get 
someone that’s qualified to 

assess how severe the prob-
lem is. You would want to 
have a professional forester. 
IFWOA has a great source if 
you go to IFWOA.org, you 
can identify these people 
and get a location of where 
these consulting foresters 

are.”
Invasive plant species 

will also be a topic of dis-
cussion during the Indiana 
Woodland Owners Confer-
ence coming up in DuBois 
County on Nov. 3 and 4, 
2023.
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Agricultural 
Services Guide

Agricultural 
Services Guide

Agricultural 
Services Guide

Prompt Delivery ...
To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils  •  Pure 1-K Kerosene  •  Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol     •   Competitive Prices!

Sales - Parts - Service
5068 E. 100 N.

Bluff ton
1-800-876-9351 or

(260) 565-3659

4777 W. 500 N.
Huntington

1-888-876-9352 or
(260) 356-7958

983 N. St. Rd. 13
Wabash

1-888-876-9353 or
(260) 563-1149

www.troxelequipment.com
E-mail us at troxel@troxelequipment.com

Bluffton = (B) • Huntington = (H)  • Wabash = (W)

‘87 JOHN DEERE 318‘87 JOHN DEERE 318 ‘10 JOHN DEERE X304‘10 JOHN DEERE X304 ‘15 JOHN DEERE X500‘15 JOHN DEERE X500 ‘17 JOHN DEERE Z915E‘17 JOHN DEERE Z915E

‘17 JOHN DEERE 2950R‘17 JOHN DEERE 2950R ‘16 JOHN DEERE Z997R‘16 JOHN DEERE Z997R ‘12 JOHN DEERE XUV 625I‘12 JOHN DEERE XUV 625I ‘14 JOHN DEERE XUV 855D‘14 JOHN DEERE XUV 855D

‘16 CUB CADET CHALLENGER 500‘16 CUB CADET CHALLENGER 500 ‘15 JOHN DEERE 2032R‘15 JOHN DEERE 2032R ‘15 JOHN DEERE 2025R‘15 JOHN DEERE 2025R ‘17 JOHN DEERE 4052R‘17 JOHN DEERE 4052R

www.ttgequipment.comwww.ttgequipment.com

NOW 9 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
Bluffton.................888-876-9351
Flora.....................800-873-0295
Frankfort ..............800-974-9098
Huntington ...........888-876-9352

Lafayette L&G......765-607-4500
Logansport ..........800-635-7488
Swayzee Ag .........800-732-6575
Swayzee L&G.......765-922-7924
Wabash................888-876-9353

#53621, 
50” DECK, 

BAGGER W/
POWER FLOW, 
SNOW BLADE 
& THROWER, 
576 HRS. (B)

$3,500

#53978, 
42” DECK, 

AWS, 
HYDRO, 
325 HRS. 

(H)

$1,995

#53671, 
48” DECK,
2WD, GAS, 
317 HRS. 

(W)

$3,886

#53740, 
54” DECK, 

25 HP, KOHLER, 
ISO SEAT, 
248 HRS. 

(W)

$6,495

#53669, 
72” DECK, 

HYDRAULIC LIFT, 
FULL 

SUSPENSION, 
483 HRS. (H)

$9,400

#49446, 
72” DECK, 
DIESEL, 

STRIPER KIT, 
620 HRS. (W)

$15,975

#53709,
4WD, POLY 

WINDSHIELD, 
ALL TERRAIN 
TIRES, 1,265 

HRS. (B)

$6,495

#53203, DIESEL, 
DELUXE CAB &
CARGO BOX, 
POWER DUMP, 
625 HRS. (B)

$12,500

#53478, 
4X4, 

DUMP BED, 
WINCH, 

18 HOURS 
(W)

$7,495

#52094, R4, 
MFWD, 62”

INDEPENDENT 
LIFT WITH 

DRIVE OVER 
DECK, 

413 HRS. (W)

$15,995 $36,500

#52888, R3 TIRES, H180 
LOADER, CAB W/AIR SEAT, 

eHYDRO TRANS., 456 HRS. 
(B)

#54147, R4, 
MFWD, LOADER, 

111 HRS. (W)

$14,995

•	Bluffton
•	 lafayette
•	flora

•	 logansport
•	frankfort
•	swayzee

•	Huntington
•	waBasH

Do you have a 
service or product 
for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108
and � nd out 

how a� ordable our 
AG SERVICES 
DIRECTORY 

can be!

American Farmland Trust’s Brighter Future Fund awards over $1M
By AGDAILY

In yet another record-breaking 
year, American Farmland Trust 
has awarded over $1 million to 
110 farmers across the coun-
try through the Brighter Future 
Fund, adding to the $4.5 million 
awarded since 2020. The grant 
award announcement comes on 
National Farmer’s Day. This year, 
85 Brighter Future Fund grants 
were made possible through Trac-
tor Supply’s $850,000 donation in 
honor of the company’s 85th anni-
versary. 

AFT received 1,522 applicants 
from 48 states during the applica-
tion period, an all-time high and 
nearly double the prior year’s 
applications. Priority was given 
to applicants starting their agricul-
tural pursuits, veterans, socially 
disadvantaged women, or limited 
resources.

Funding was allocated for both 
professional services and equip-
ment or infrastructure costs, with 
focus areas including improving 
farm viability, accessing farmland, 
and adopting regenerative agricul-
tural practices.

“Tractor Supply’s 85th-anni-
versary donation to AFT is a dem-
onstration of our ongoing com-
mitment to agriculture across the 
nation,” said Mary Winn Pilking-
ton, president of the Tractor Sup-
ply Company Foundation. “Farm-
ers and farm families are the back-
bone of our country and the com-
munities we serve. These 85 grant 
recipients fill us with tremendous 
optimism about the future of Life 
Out Here, and we are excited to 
see how these grants move their 
farms forward.” 

This year’s cohort again 
includes a wide variety of projects 

from producers nationwide.
Here’s what awardees say:
“These improvements help me 

manage my farm in a sustainable 
way for my health, the health of 
my flock, and the health of our soil 
and environment. It’s a win-win-
win. Good for the farmer, good for 
the animals, and good for the plan-
et.” Rachel Catlett, Brown Dog 
Farm, Wisconsin. 

“With the funds from AFT, 
I will be able to install a green-
house which will help the farm’s 
production increase by extending 
my growing season and having 
seedlings available to plant at all 
times.” Daphne Bicaise, Daphodill 
Farm, Texas. 

“We are going to be able to 
fulfill a dream that seemed unat-
tainable. Ensure that in the future, 
all of my family’s income comes 
from the family farm. Grow and 
generate sources of employment.” 
said David Rios, La Buena Tierra, 
California. 

What does the Brighter Future 
Fund look like moving forward?

“As the Brighter Future Fund 
continues to develop and evolve 
year to year, it fills me with great 
pride to see the level of sup-
port and recognition this work 
receives,” said Ashley Brucker, 
Deputy Director of Agriculture 
Conservation Innovations. “This 
year’s record-breaking numbers 
were made possible by not only 
the generous donor contributions 
and staff support but most impor-
tantly, by the farmers and land-
owners who take valuable time 
away from their work to share sto-
ries of their land, their background, 
and their vision for the future. We 
aim to grow our outreach as long 
as needed for farmers to continue 

developing through innovation 
and commitment to agriculture.” 

America’s farmers and ranchers 
work hard and face daily obstacles 
related to weather, changing eco-
nomic forces, and the rising costs 
of land and inputs. AFT awards 
grants to farmers and ranchers to 
advance our mission to protect 
farmland, promote sound farm-
ing practices, and keep farmers 
on the land. AFT takes extra care 
to make our application processes 
straightforward and accessible so 
that the grants can have a signifi-
cant impact on a farm’s business 
and future. 

The Brighter Future Fund was 
launched in 2020 to help farmers 
across the country start, grow, and 

sustain farms in the face of myriad 
challenges, including COVID-19, 
severe weather, and shifting mar-
kets. Launched with initial under-
writing from Tillamook County 
Creamery Association, the pro-
gram seeks to uplift, support, and 
amplify the work of a wide range 
of farmers and is sustained by the 
support of AFT’s generous cor-
porate donors like Tractor Supply 
and thousands of individual mem-
bers of American Farmland Trust. 
Tractor Supply also contributed to 
the Brighter Future Fund in 2020, 
2021 and 2022. 

“As a farmer-owned co-op, 
we know that thriving farms are 
critical to all of our futures,” said 
Paul Snyder, executive vice presi-

dent of Stewardship at Tillamook 
County Creamery Association. 
“The Brighter Future Fund grant 
recipients continue to inspire us, 
and we should all be grateful for 
their role in keeping our food sys-
tem strong. We’re honored to see 
that the Brighter Future Fund we 
launched with American Farm-
land Trust in 2020 continues to 
gain momentum, recruit new part-
ners and most importantly, sup-
port farmers.” 

Additional supporters of the 
fund include ButcherBox, Dom-
ino’s, Giant Foods, iHeartMedia, 
and many generous individuals 
around the country. Learn more 
about AFT farm grant at https://
farmland.org/brighter-future/.

The farm used its Brighter Future Fund grant to install a solar-powered well. (Photo provided)

Invasive plants are causing concern for Indiana’s woodlands

Soybean industry has $124B impact on economy

16 House Republicans voice opposition to EATS Act


