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Creating a new 
military exhibit
Pictured above, on the 

second floor of the Wells 
County Historical Museum, 

the military exhibits were 
carefully prepared for the 

move to their new home in 
the museum’s annex. All 

exhibits were photographed 
by Connie Brubaker so 

they could be returned to 
their proper display order. 
Tackling that chore were, 
pictured left to right, Mark 
Bollinger, Brubaker, Jerry 
Drayer, Donald Goodwin 

and Bob Frantz. 

Middle, new paneling was 
put up in the museum’s 

annex on Saturday morn-
ing. Up on the fork lift 

were Phil Johnson, Alan 
Schwartz and Leon Gaiser. 

The new site will allow for 
more veterans to be able to 
explore the exhibit as it will 

be located on the ground 
floor. 

At right, several items will 
be able to come out of the 

storage garage as the new 
exhibit takes shape. Check-

ing out some of the items 
were Paul Griner, Larry 

McAfee, Jim Sturgeon and 
Ben Jones. (Photos by Bar-

bara Barbieri)

Colleges discuss 
how to convince 
students of degrees
Representatives from the state’s public 
higher education institutions said high 

costs is a main deterrent.
By CASEY SMITH

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Officials from Indiana’s public colleges and universi-

ties agreed Thursday that their schools need to do a better 
job at convincing Hoosier students of the value of four-year 
degrees.

The discussion took place during the Indiana Fiscal Poli-
cy Institute’s annual luncheon in downtown Indianapolis.

Representatives from Indiana, Purdue, Ball State and 
Vincennes universities, as well as Indiana State and Ivy 
Tech Community College, conceded that rising tuition costs 
are deterring thousands of students from post-high school 
educations.

“How do we demonstrate the value of the education?” 
asked Christopher Ruhl, chief financial officer and treasurer 
at Purdue University. “Why would I spend all this money 
and incur all this debt? That’s what students are asking. And 
we’ve also got to sell this better and make sure the degree is 
worth the value. What’s your return on investment? Is this a 
good value? We hope at Purdue the answer is a resounding 
yes, but we have to continue focusing on that.”

More student aid — and transparency about costs
Despite pushback from some state lawmakers and budget 

officials, Indiana’s public colleges and universities are slated 

Eclipse brings 
cheers as it moves 
across the Americas

By MARÍA VERZA and IVÁN VALENCIA 
Associated Press

CANCÚN, México (AP) — First came the darkening 
skies, then the crescent-shaped shadows on the ground, and 
finally an eruption of cheers by crowds that gathered Saturday 
along the narrow path of a rare “ring of fire” eclipse of the sun.

It was a spectacular show for millions of people across 
the Americas as the moon moved into place and blocked out 
all but a brilliant circle of the sun’s outer edge.

Hundreds of people filed into the planetarium in the 
Caribbean resort city of Cancún to watch the eclipse. Some 
peered through box projectors, while others looked through 
telescopes and special glasses.

Excited children whistled, as some adults raised their 
arms toward the sky as if to welcome the eclipse.

Vendors selling plants outside observed the dance 
between the moon and the sun in a more natural way — 
with the help of trees as the shifting sunlight filtered through 
the leaves, casting unique shadows on the sidewalk.

“There was silence and like a mist, as if it was dusk, but 
only a few minutes later the birds were singing again,” said 
Carmen Jardines, 56, one of the vendors.

Gaza hospitals overwhelmed with patients, low on supplies 

Israeli rabbis work around the clock 
to count the dead from Hamas attack

By JULIA FRANKEL 
Associated Press

SITRIYA, Israel (AP) — Rarely do rabbis 
spend the Sabbath counting bodies. But on Satur-
day, a week after Hamas militants blew easily past 
Israel’s fortified security fence and gunned down 
hundreds of Israelis — at music festivals, in their 
homes, in cars while trying to flee — Israel’s mili-
tary rabbinate made an exception.

At Shura military base in central Israel, bod-
ies have been coming in faster than the rabbis can 
identify them. Hundreds of soldiers, women, and 
children in body bags line shelves of refrigerated 
trucks, awaiting examination. Identification teams 
gather on plastic stools opposite the trucks to take 

smoke breaks between shifts. They wear heavy 
gas masks — the smell of death is overwhelming.

“Generally, Jewish law says that you cannot 
break the Sabbath for a dead person,” said Rabbi 
Israel Weiss, who is helping lead the operation. 
“The exception is when a family is in doubt, and 
the death is so crippling that it may risk the fam-
ily’s lives. Then, you must work on the Sabbath 
to identify the body and bring answers to the fam-
ily.”

Now, the best the country can offer the families 
of some 1,300 people killed by Hamas militants is 
final confirmation that their loved ones are dead.

The process was continuing Sunday and could 

By NAJIB JOBAIN, SAMYA KULLAB and RAVI NESSMAN 
Associated Press

KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip (AP) — Medics in Gaza warned Sun-
day that thousands could die as hospitals packed with wounded peo-
ple ran desperately low on fuel and basic supplies. Palestinians in the 
besieged coastal enclave struggled to find food, water and safety ahead 
of an expected Israeli ground offensive in the war sparked by Hamas' 
deadly attack.

Israeli forces, supported by a growing deployment of U.S. warships 
in the region, positioned themselves along Gaza's border and drilled for 
what Israel said would be a broad campaign to dismantle the militant 
group. A week of blistering airstrikes have demolished entire neighbor-
hoods but failed to stem militant rocket fire into Israel.

The Gaza Health Ministry said 2,670 Palestinians have been killed 
and 9,600 wounded since the fighting erupted, more than in the 2014 
Gaza war, which lasted over six weeks. That makes this the deadliest of 
the five Gaza wars for both sides.

More than 1,400 Israelis were killed, the vast majority of them civil-
ians, in Hamas' Oct. 7 assault. At least 155 others, including children, 
were captured by Hamas and taken into Gaza, according to Israel. It's 
also the deadliest war for Israel since the 1973 conflict with Egypt and 
Syria.

The U.S. State Department said Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
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Higher education Weather
Monday, October 16, 2023

(24-hour observations from Fort Wayne International 
Airport at 11:21 p.m. Sunday)

High: 54; Low: 44; Precipitation: .02 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.27  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Sunday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 55. North wind 

around 10 mph. 
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 40. North-

west wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 58. West wind 

around 5 mph. 
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 41. 

West wind around 5 mph becoming south after midnight. 
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 65.
Wednesday Night: A 30 percent chance of showers, 

mainly after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 50.
Thursday: A 50 percent chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a high near 64.
Thursday Night: Showers likely, mainly before 2 a.m. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 46. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60 percent.

Friday: Showers likely, mainly after 2 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 58. Chance of precipitation is 60 
percent.

Friday Night: Showers likely. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 41. Chance of precipitation is 60 percent.

Saturday: A 40 percent chance of showers. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 55.

Saturday Night: A slight chance of showers. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 36.

Sunday: A slight chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 54.
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to increase tuition and fees over the 
biennium — up to 4.9 percent per year 
— according to information provided 
to state budget regulators this summer.

The revelation has since put the 
state’s higher education officials in the 
hot seat and prompted calls for Indi-
ana schools to renew efforts to make 
degrees more affordable and valuable 
for students.

Concerns also surround Indiana’s 
declining college-going rate. The 
state’s higher education commissioner 
indicated in June that Indiana’s already 
dismal college-going rate has declined 
by roughly another half-percent.

Data released last year showed that 
only half of Indiana’s 2020 high school 
graduates pursued some form of col-
lege education beyond high school. 
The drop marked the state’s lowest 
college-going rate in recent history, but 
the decline has been ongoing for the 
last five years. 

That’s compared to five years ago, 
when 65 percent of Indiana’s high 
school graduates pursued some form of 
higher education.

Dominick Chase, a senior vice pres-
ident for Ivy Tech Community Col-
lege, said Indiana institutions “want to 
keep prices low as possible,” not just 
for tuition, but for other expenses, too.

“No one likes to be surprised by the 
end of the process when you have fees 
you weren’t expecting at the begin-
ning,” he said, adding that’s why Ivy 
Tech strives to “be transparent at the 
front about how much it’s going to 
cost.”

The state’s largest public postsec-
ondary institution is trying to ease the 
financial burden on students by keep-
ing textbook costs down, he noted. 
This fall, eligible students are assessed 
just $17 per credit hour for textbooks. 
Next year, that fee will drop to $16 per 
credit hour.

Dwayne Pinkney, Indiana Uni-
versity’s executive vice president for 
finance and administration,  empha-
sized that IU’s tuition prices are among 
the lowest in the Big 10, and that the 
school is “committed to getting institu-
tional aid” to as many students as pos-
sible.

“We certainly recognize that tuition 
increases create challenges for students 
and families,” he said. “We’re making 
sure we’re doing everything we can.”

Still, Pinkney doubled down that 
“investments” in the state’s schools 
still offer “great returns.” He said 80 
percent or more of the university’s 
funds are needed to compensate “the 
excellent faculty, researchers and sup-

port staff who provide the best oppor-
tunities for our students.”

Anand Marri, Ball State’s interim 
provost and executive vice president 
for academic affairs, said utility costs 
are also on the rise, affecting some 
schools’ budgets. Even though the 
Muncie school has the largest geother-
mal system in the country, utility costs 
have increased by more than 5 percent, 
he said.

Marri added that university research 
shows a four-year degree provides 
more than $1.7 million to a graduate 
over their lifetime, and that schools 
“have to get that message across to an 
increasingly skeptical audience.”

Even so, Chase recognized how 
easy it is “to get on YouTube now and 
learn things faster.” 

“I don’t think, as a consumer in this 
day in age, that we’d want to take this 
length of time to learn something,” 
he said of traditional college degrees. 
“Students want to do more, faster.”

Vincennes University President 
Charles Johnson agreed, and said the 
state’s schools can collaborate even 
more, given “there are multiple ways 
to get the same bachelor’s degree.”

Indiana State University Vice Presi-
dent Diann McKee said focusing on 
higher education pathways is especial-
ly important for attractions and retain-
ing first generation and Pell Grant-eli-
gible students.

“Those are the students we primar-
ily serve,” McKee said. “It’s really 
important for us, and for them, to make 
sure we’re maintaining affordability 
for four-year degrees.”

Prospects for new
 Indianapolis campus 

Also discussed during the Thursday 
meeting was the dissolution of Indiana 
University-Purdue University India-
napolis. Following a 53-year partner-
ship, the school will be separated into 
two — Indiana University Indianapolis 
and Purdue University in Indianapolis 
— beginning in July 2024.

University officials reiterated Thurs-
day that the split will help each school 
expand their academic and research 
portfolios, in addition to making a pos-
itive impact on the state’s economy.

Dan Hasler, chief operating officer 
for Purdue in Indianapolis, said the 
restructured urban campus won’t have 
its own chancellor. Instead, the goal 
is for Boilermakers and faculty at the 
Indianapolis location to be “in sync” 
with the flagship West Lafayette cam-
pus.

The Indianapolis extension will 
especially focus on various “flavors” 
of engineering degrees, as well as other 

science and business-related majors. 
He further noted that 80 percent of 

students who apply to Purdue’s West 
Lafayette campus to do computer sci-
ence get rejected – not because they 
aren’t qualified, but because the uni-
versity “is out of space.” The Indianap-
olis location is a chance to give those 
students the education they want, Has-
sler continued.

Between 800 and 1,100 new first-
year students are expected in India-
napolis in Fall 2024, with the goal that 
most students will be residential on the 
campus in the coming years.

As Purdue looks forward, Hasler 
said the university is hoping to intro-
duce additional fields of study, includ-
ing in agriculture and motorsports 
engineering — given the close proxim-
ity to the Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way.

On the Indiana University side, 
Michael Huber, vice president of uni-
versity relations, said the Indianapo-
lis campus will help meet “significant 
demand” for health and life sciences. 
While the 65-mile corridor running 
from West Lafayette to Indianapolis 
has become what some are calling the 
“Hard Tech Corridor,” Huber said IU 
is coining the stretch of Interstate 69 
between Bloomington and Indianapolis 
the “Life Science Corridor.”

To help, new applied research part-
nerships with Eli Lilly, also located in 
Indianapolis, are in the works, he said.

Additional libraries and health ser-
vices are also coming together on the 
campus that can be shared by students 
at both universities, he said.

The two university officials said 
the combined central Indiana campus 
should help increase retention of cur-
rent students, as well as recent gradu-
ates.

IU Indianapolis announced its 
own initiative last month to offer 
direct admission to Indianapolis 
Public Schools students who have a 
grade point average of at least 3.0. 
Huber said the program has already 
garnered a “flood” of interest from 
other Marion County high schools 
who want the same opportunity for 
their students.

“We’re banking on relationships,” 
Hasler added, referring to collabora-
tions in Indianapolis between the uni-
versities and industry. 

But he emphasized that Indiana-
based companies “have to compete,” 
too. That means more internships, 
apprenticeship programs and other 
incentives will need to come together 
to better “woo” students to stay in the 
Hoosier state. 

Artemia Carreto, was 
telling passersby about her 
experience as a child in 
southern Mexico, when they 
were told to look instead at 
the river where it reflect-
ed beautifully on the sand 
beneath the water.

While she wasn’t near a 
river this time, Carreto said 
she was carried away by 
the sensations induced by 
changing temperatures and a 
feeling of heaviness that she 
pegged to the rotation of the 
Earth.

For Pilar Cáceres, there 
was a sense of energy.

“It is something that 
nature brings us and that 
we must watch,” said the 
77-year-old retired elemen-
tary school teacher who 
watched the eclipse by fol-
lowing its shadow through a 
piece of cardboard.

Ancient Maya astrono-
mers who tracked the move-
ments of the sun and moon 
with precision referred to 
eclipses as “broken sun.” 
They may have used dark 
volcanic glass to protect 

their eyes, said archeologist 
Arturo Montero of Tepeyac 
University in Mexico City.

Unlike a total solar 
eclipse, the moon doesn’t 
completely cover the sun 
during a ring of fire eclipse. 
When the moon lines up 
between Earth and the sun, it 
leaves a bright, blazing bor-
der.

The entire eclipse — 
from the moment the moon 
starts to obscure the sun 
until it’s back to normal — 
lasted 2 1/2 to three hours at 
any given spot. The ring of 
fire portion was from three 
to five minutes, depending 
on the location.

Saturday’s U.S. path: 
Oregon, Nevada, Utah, New 
Mexico and Texas in the 
U.S., with a sliver of Cali-
fornia, Arizona and Colora-
do. Then: Mexico’s Yucatan 
Peninsula, Belize, Hondu-
ras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 
Panama, Colombia and Bra-
zil. Much of the rest of the 
Western Hemisphere got a 
partial eclipse.

NASA and other groups 
livestreamed the event.

In the U.S., some eclipse 
watchers traveled to remote 
corners of the country to try 
to get the best view possible 
while those in Albuquer-
que got a double treat as the 
eclipse coincided with an 
international balloon fiesta 
that typically draws tens 
of thousands of spectators 
and hundreds of hot air bal-
loon pilots from around the 
world.

There were hoots, hol-
lers and yelps from the bal-
loon launch field as the 
moon began to cover the 
sun. Some pilots used their 
propane burners to shoot 
flames upward in unison as 
the spectacle unfolded.

“It’s very exciting to be 
here and have the conver-
gence of our love of flying 
with something very natural 
like an eclipse,” said Allan 
Hahn, a balloon pilot from 
Aurora, Colorado.

At Bryce Canyon Nation-
al Park in Utah, enthusiasts 
hit the trails before sunrise 
to stake out their preferred 
spots among the red rock 
hoodoos.

With the ring of fire in 
full form, cheers echoed 
through the canyons of the 
park.

“I just think it’s one of 
those things that unites us 
all,” said John Edwards, a 
cancer drug developer who 
traveled alone across the 
country to watch the eclipse 
from Bryce Canyon.

Kirby James and Caro-
line McGuire from Toronto 
didn’t realize they would be 
in a prime spot when they 
planned their trip to southern 
Utah.

“Nothing that you can 
read could prepare you for 
how it feels,” said Kirby 
James, 63, a co-founder of a 
software company. “It’s the 
moment, especially when 
the ring of fire came on, you 
realized you were having a 
lifetime experience.”

For the small towns and 
cities along the path, there 
was a mix of excitement, 
worries about the weather 
and concerns they’d be 
overwhelmed by visitors 
flocking to see the annular 
solar eclipse.

would return to Israel on Monday after 
completing a frantic six-country tour 
through Arab nations aimed at prevent-
ing the fighting from igniting a broader 
regional conflict. President Joe Biden is 
also considering a trip to Israel, accord-
ing to a senior administration official, 
though no plans have been finalized.

Fighting along Israel's border with 
Lebanon, which has flared since the 
start of the latest Gaza war, intensi-
fied Sunday with Hezbollah militants 
firing rockets and an anti-tank missile, 
and Israel responding with airstrikes 
and shelling. The Israeli military also 
reported shooting at one of its border 
posts. The fighting killed at least one 
person on the Israeli side and wounded 
several on both sides of the border.

An Israeli drone fired two missiles 
late Sunday at a hill west of the town of 
Kfar Kila in south Lebanon, the state-
run National News Agency reported. 
There were no casualties reported in 
the strikes, which hit near a Lebanese 
army center.

The Israeli army said in a post on X, 
formerly known as Twitter, that it had 
hit Hezbollah targets but did not speci-
fy what they were.

Hezbollah said in a statement that 
it had fired rockets toward an Israeli 
military position in the northern border 
town of Shtula in retaliation for Israeli 
shelling that killed Reuters videogra-
pher Issam Abdallah on Friday and two 
Lebanese civilians on Saturday.

A Hezbollah spokeswoman, Rana 
Sahili, said the increased fighting rep-
resented a "warning" and did not mean 
Hezbollah has decided to enter the war.

With the situation in Gaza growing 
increasingly desperate, the U.S. named 
David Satterfield, the former U.S. 
ambassador to Turkey with years of 
experience in Mideast diplomacy, to be 
special envoy for Middle East humani-
tarian issues. U.S. national security 
adviser Jake Sullivan said in a state-
ment Sunday that Satterfield will focus 
on getting humanitarian assistance to 
Palestinians in Gaza.

Hospitals in Gaza are expected to 
run out of generator fuel within two 
days, endangering the lives of thou-
sands of patients, according to the U.N. 
Gaza's sole power plant shut down 
for lack of fuel after Israel completely 
sealed off the 25-mile long territory fol-
lowing the Hamas attack.

In Nasser Hospital, in the southern 

town of Khan Younis, intensive care 
rooms were packed with wounded 
patients, most of them children under 
the age of 3. Hundreds of people with 
severe blast injuries have come to the 
hospital, where fuel is expected to run 
out by Monday, said Dr. Mohammed 
Qandeel, a consultant at the critical 
care complex.

There were 35 patients in the ICU 
who require ventilators and another 60 
on dialysis. If fuel runs out, "it means 
the whole health system will be shut 
down," he said, as children moaned 
in pain in the background. "All these 
patients are in danger of death if the 
electricity is cut off."

Dr. Hussam Abu Safiya, the head of 
pediatrics at the Kamal Adwan Hospi-
tal in northern Gaza, said the facility 
did not evacuate despite Israeli orders. 
There were seven newborns in the ICU 
hooked up to ventilators, he said. Evac-
uating "would mean death for them 
and other patients under our care."

Ahmed Al-Mandhari, the regional 
director of the World Health Organiza-
tion, said hospitals were able to move 
some mobile patients out of the north, 
but most patients can't be evacuated, he 
said.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Gaza hospitals

Israeli rabbis 
take months, workers said. 
Some bodies are so disfig-
ured that they cannot be 
identified. Each must under-
go DNA testing, a task made 
more difficult by the fact 
that the military does not 
have a DNA database for 
civilians. Only half the civil-
ians have been identified 
thus far, rabbis said.

Seeking the final word 
on their loved ones, families 
across Israel have flocked to 
hospitals to give DNA sam-
ples in the hope that they 
can be matched to the bod-
ies at one of several bases 
around the country receiving 
the dead.

The family of Maayan 
Mualem wants answers. 
The last they heard, Maayan 
had been shot in the back by 
Hamas fighters who burst 
into the open field of the 
music festival she attended, 
gunning down partygoers 
in an open field. Her family 
spent a whole day search-
ing Soroka Medical Center 
in southern Israel to find her 
body, only to come up short.

“For 12 hours until mid-
night, we went department 
by department, bed by bed, 
and she wasn’t there,” said 
Raz Mualem, Maayan’s 
brother.

Last week, the fam-
ily filed into a police station 
outside of Tel Aviv to give 
DNA samples. They hope to 
receive word from the rab-
binate that it is a match.

“The state of Israel will 
put in any effort that is pos-
sible, money, resources, so 
that every fallen soldier and 
citizen will be recognized,” 
said Weiss. “Until we reach 
the point that no mother is 
left crying over the grave 
of her son or daughter, hav-
ing any sort of doubt that it 
might not be them.”

Rabbis have not worked 
on the Sabbath since 2005, 
said Weiss, when the rab-
binate disinterred graves 
from a cemetery in an Israe-
li settlement in Gaza that 
residents evacuated as part 
of Israel’s unilateral with-
drawal at the time. Hamas 
won Palestinian elections 
in 2006, and the following 
year, it seized control of 
Gaza from the Palestinian 
Authority.

Nearly two decades later, 
the militant group is still in 
power in Gaza, and the rab-
binate was again at work on 
the Sabbath.

Teams of reservists, 
some as young as 23, work 
around the clock identifying 

bodies. Prior to the attack, 
some worked as dentists, 
some were students, some 
worked at tech companies. 
Now, they spend their days 
in white hazmat suits.

“The reservists go home 
at night and try to unsee 
what they have seen here,” 
said Capt. Maayan, a 
40-year-old dentist from Tel 
Aviv who works on a team 
identifying the bodies of 
women. Maayan, whose last 
name could not be published 
under military regulations, 
said that on one of her shifts 
she unzipped a body bag 
to find one of her former 
patients staring up at her.

“No one should have to 
see what we see here, and 
what we will never stop see-
ing,” she said, starting to 
cry.

The process of identify-
ing soldiers has gone more 
quickly, identification teams 
said. Soldiers give DNA 
samples at the start of their 
service, making them easier 
to identify. According to the 
military, 90 percent of dead 
soldiers — 265 bodies — 
have been identified. But the 
bodies keep coming in.

“There are still so many 
bodies piled. It’s endless,” 
said Senior Staff Sgt. Avi-
gail, who is 48 and from Tel 
Aviv and once worked at 
the telephone company. Her 
team operates in shifts, four 
women at a time. At the end 
of the day, Avigail said, her 
team consults with psychol-
ogists and social workers to 
try to grapple with the hor-
rors of the day.

Her voice quivering, she 
described how staff had 
decided not to perform the 
ritual cleansing of dead bod-
ies under Jewish law.

“We don’t perform the 
ritual on the people who 
were murdered,” she said. 
“Anyone who died in this 
manner is already consid-
ered pure.”

Some of the bodies have 
been brought to Mount 
Herzl, Israel’s national 
cemetery in Jerusalem. On 
Saturday night, the site was 
shrouded in a mist so thick 
it blurred streetlights. Still, 
the freshly dug graves were 
visible, illuminated by harsh 
floodlights to help the mili-
tary guard nearby keep close 
watch.

In the morning, the dig-
ging would begin again. But 
for now, they sat hunched, 
hands on their weapons 
— young soldiers keeping 
watch over the graves of 
young soldiers.

(Continued from Page 1)
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By WHITNEY 
DOWNARD

Indiana Capital Chronicle
The influx of billions of 

dollars in federal relief fun-
neled through the state to 
Indiana’s counties, cities 
and townships has increased 
the workload for the State 
Board of Accounts by 30 
percent, as the entity audits 
local budgets and imple-
ments federal spending 
requirements. 

“Lots of communities 
are kind of ‘sitting on their 
money.’ They’re not spend-
ing it all on one place,” 
said Kendra Leatherman, 
the general counsel for the 
SBOA. “They are taking 
a more budgeted approach 
to what they’re doing and 
because of that, we don’t 
anticipate that (30 percent) 
increase to go away until 
probably after (Fiscal Year) 
2027.”

SBOA is tasked with 
auditing local government’s 
finances at a cost that can-
not exceed 80 percent of 
the market rate, or roughly 
$262 per hour. The agency 
reported its full cost rate to 
be $129 per hour, or 49 per-
cent of the market rate in the 
last year.

The department present-
ed its annual report before 
the Legislative Council’s 
Auditing and Financial 
Reporting Subcommittee on 
Thursday, detailing its tra-
ditional duties alongside its 
added workload from feder-
al dollars and proposals for 
future legislative action.

The trouble with
 federal dollars

Communities receiv-
ing funds from either the 
CARES Act, the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
or the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law have until the 
end of 2026 to spend all of 
the funds, though various 
accounts have earlier dead-
lines. 

Cris Johnston, the direc-
tor of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, noted 
that each pot of money had 
different missions for their 
dollars. 

“The CARES Act was 
really looking in the rear-
view mirror, covering your 
cost of fighting the pandem-
ic. It’s pretty easy to identify 
a cost that you incur,” John-

ston said. “The ARPA and 
infrastructure dollars that 
came into the local units, 
you’re looking forward.” 

Many, especially smaller 
municipalities, may not be 
familiar with a more for-
ward-looking federal spend-
ing plan.

“A lot of times, in order 
to meet these federal guide-
lines, you have to put a plan 
together, submit it to the 
federal awarding agency 
and get them to sign off on 
that. Then you’ve got all of 
the terms that go behind that 
as well,” Johnston said.

He said the latter may 
be why many municipali-
ties are still carrying large 
balances. Additionally, the 
SBOA doesn’t start the 
auditing process until some-
one has spent more than 
$750,000 — though that bar 
could increase to $1 million, 
based on federal regulations. 

One of the problems 
several municipalities had 
encountered, Leatherman 
said, is not knowing the dif-
ferent procurement laws 
required when spending 
federal funds. Additionally, 
some units aren’t checking 
to see whether their contrac-
tors have been suspended by 
the federal government and 
are thus ineligible for those 
dollars.
Traditional SBOA duties

In years where SBOA 
doesn’t check billions in fed-
eral spending, it audits local 
units of government at least 
once every four years — 
though school corporations 
are audited every other year. 

As part of their annual 
report before the Legisla-
tive Council, SBOA detailed 
the various entities who had 
faltered in their financial 
reporting or were noncom-
pliant and potentially failed 
to make corrective actions. 
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Wells Court Docket

Margaret L. (Love) Slentz, 91
Margaret L. (Love) Slentz, 91, of 

Keystone, passed away at 9:02 
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 13, 2023, at 
Christian Care Retirement Com-
munity in Bluffton. She was born 
to the late Guy Jarret and Hazel 
Ruth (Dill) Love on May 8, 1932, 
in Muncie. She married William E. 
“Bill” Slentz on Saturday, August 
8, 1953, in the Montpelier Meth-
odist Church; Bill passed away on 
December 3, 2011. 

Margaret attended Chester 
Center School and Montpelier High School. She was a 
homemaker and worked for Sheller globe for 30 years. 
Margaret faithfully attended Blackford Baptist Temple in 
Hartford City. She was known for her pies and fudge 
gifts at Christmas time. She enjoyed doing puzzles and 
most importantly had a deep love for her family.

Loving survivors include her children, Connie L. (Rick) 
Ramseyer, Poneto, Sandy (Tom) Crouch, Dunkirk, Steve 
(Lydia) Slentz, Sacramento, Calif., Tim (Sandy) Slentz, 
Modoc, Susan (Jamie) Robbins, Montpelier, and Ronald 
Slentz , Keystone; 16 grandchildren; 26 great-grand-
children; several nieces and nephews; brother, Myron 
(Sherry) Love , Montpelier; sister, Betty Rinker, Hartford 
City; half sisters, Irene Love, Carolyn McDugle, and Mar-
ilyn Love, all of Haskell, Okla.

She was preceded in death by parents; husband; 
sisters, Laverne Winans, Virginia Maxine Halas, Doro-
thy Jester, Leah Alice Love, and Mary Jean Carver; 
and brothers, Gerald E. Love, Larry Love, Harrold Love, 
Lavaughn Love, and James Keith Love.

Family and friends may gather to share and remem-
ber at Walker & Glancy Funeral Home, located at 109 
W Windsor Street, Montpelier, Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2023, 
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. A service to celebrate Mar-
garet’s life will follow at 3:00 p.m. with Pastor Steven 
Lakie officiating. The burial will take place in the Key-
stone Friends Cemetery in Wells County.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made 
to Blackford Baptist Temple, 2252 N State Rd. 3, Hart-
ford City, IN 47348. 

Arrangements have been entrusted to Walker & Glan-
cy Funeral Home in Montpelier.

Larry E. Connett, 77
Larry E. Connett, 77, of Ossian, died Saturday eve-

ning, Oct. 14, 2023, at his residence, surrounded by his 
loving family.

Funeral arrangements are pending at this time with 
the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Karen Holman, 68
Karen Holman, 68, of Huntington, died Sunday morn-

ing, Oct. 15, 2023, at her residence.
Funeral arrangements are pending with Goodwin  — 

Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel in Bluffton.
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Financial Focus
When should you 
sell investments? 
If you’re a long-term investor, your 

portfolio may stay fairly stable over 
time. However, you may occasion-
ally need to sell some investments. But 
when — and why?

For starters, if you have investments 
that consistently underperform, you 
might be better off selling them and 
using the proceeds to buy others that 
could help you make progress toward 
your goals.

And if an investment you own is 
quite similar to others in your portfolio, 
you might consider selling it and using 
the proceeds to broaden your invest-
ment mix.

Here’s another possible reason for 
selling: An investment’s value has 
grown so much that it now takes up 
a higher percentage of your portfolio 
than you intended. 

Finally, your own needs can change. 
As you near retirement, you may want 
to move some of your portfolio into 
more conservative investment vehicles. 
Still, you won’t want to sell all your 
growth-oriented investments, as you’ll 
need some growth potential to help stay 
ahead of inflation.

The bottom line? If you’re going to 
sell investments, make sure you do so 
for the right reasons. 

Wells Superior Court
Criminal Cases

Jeffrey Holloway, 67, 
Huntington, was sentenced 
to 60 days in the Wells 
County Jail with all but 
two days suspended. The 
sentence was issued after 
Holloway pled guilty to 
reckless driving, a Class C 
misdemeanor, in the Wells 
Superior Court last week. 
One count for operating 
while intoxicated — endan-
gering a person, and driv-
ing with an ACE of .15 or 
more, both Class A misde-
meanors, was dismissed as 
part of the plea agreement. 
Holloway was also ordered 
to serve 363 days of proba-
tion and pay court costs and 
filing fees in the amount of 

$564.50. 
———

Jared Isaac Williams, 33, 
Bluffton, appeared in the 
Wells Superior Court for an 
initial hearing last Tuesday. 
Williams was charged with 
one count of possession of 
methamphetamine and one 
count of possession of a nar-
cotic drug, both Level 6 felo-
nies, resisting law enforce-
ment, a Class A misdemean-
or, and possession of para-
phernalia, a Class C mis-
demeanor. Williams’ bond, 
originally set at $6,500, was 
reduced to $1,500 during his 
hearing. Williams is sched-
uled for a status hearing at 
8:30 a.m. on Oct. 27 in the 
Wells Superior Court. 

———

Paula Thieman, 48, Bluff-
ton, appeared in the Wells 
Superior Court for an initial 
hearing last Tuesday. Wil-
liams was charged with one 
count of possession of meth-
amphetamine and one count 
of possession of a narcotic 
drug, both Level 6 felonies, 
possession of a controlled 
substance, a Class A misde-
meanor, and possession of 
marijuana, a Class A mis-
demeanor. Thiemans’ bond 
was reduced to $1,500 dur-
ing her hearing. Thieman is 
scheduled for a status hear-
ing at 1 p.m. on Nov. 14 in 
the Wells Superior Court. 

———
Michael K. O’Rourke, 

37, Fort Wayne, appeared 
in the Wells Superior Court 

for a hearing to revoke his 
suspended sentence. In Janu-
ary, O’Rourke was originally 
sentenced to 365 days in the 
Wells County Jail with all 
but 90 days suspended, and 
255 days of probation. The 
sentence was issued after 
he pled guilty to invasion 
of privacy, a Class A misde-
meanor. O’Rourke admitted 
to violating his probation 
at his hearing last week. He 
was ordered to serve 60 days 
of the suspended sentence 
with probation terminated 
upon his release from incar-
ceration. O’Rourke was also 
ordered to pay court costs 
and filing fees in the amount 
of $285 when he was sen-
tenced in January. The fines 
are unpaid as of yet.

By BARBARA BARBIERI
On Saturday Laura Ainslie and 

Russell Ainslie, from the Fort Wayne 
Astronomical Society, presented a live 
presentation about the annular solar 
eclipse at the Wells County Public 
Library.

Laura explained that this annu-
lar solar eclipse could be seen in 
both north and south America. 
The eclipse held Saturday is often 
called “the ring of fire” as the moon 
blocks out the total circle of the 
sun, leaving a ring of light around 
outside. 

However, in this area, if the clouds 
had allowed, the entire ring would not 
have been viewable. At the library the 
viewing from other sites was followed 
via a NASA program managed by the 
Ainslie’s.

Shoebox viewing devices were 
shown and directions of how to make 
them were explained by Laura, as it is 

very important that no one look direct-
ly toward the sun during an eclipse. 
Special glasses may be used for view-
ing as well.

When a total eclipse, viewable in 
the area, occurs April 8, 2024, the 
library plans to hold another viewing 
program and will have some of the 
special glasses to share. They also plan 
to have another opportunity to create 

viewing boxes. 
Laura explained that in order to 

see an eclipse you have to have four 
things — the sun, the moon, the earth, 
and you. All four have to align just 
right for the moon to block the sun 
from the earth for us to see. The times 
can be predicted years and years in 
advance.

barb@news-banner.com

Partial eclipse 
viewing party 
at the library

Laura Ainslie from the Fort Wayne Astronomical Society showed solar eclipse viewing devices, made from shoebox, cereal or 
other types of boxes. (Photos by Barbara Barbieri)

SBOA details auditing 
duties and added 
COVID responsibilities

Strategence Capital launches 
a partnership with OneAscent

Strategence Capital, 
which opened its Bluffton 
office in 2022, is excited 
to announce a new partner-
ship with OneAscent Finan-
cial. The Strategence Capi-
tal team includes Bluffton 
native and current resident 
Jordan Arnold, a financial 
advisor and certified finan-
cial planner. 

Arnold advised the 
change will be seamless for 
clients. The partnership will 
support the Strategence mis-
sion and strengthen its client 
service processes.

“The affiliation with 
OneAscent is primarily 
operational,” Arnold said, 
“but we believe it will help 
us do even more behind the 
scenes for our local clients.”

One of the factors that 
motivated the change is the 

cultural alignment between 
Strategence and OneAs-
cent. OneAscent Financial 
is the premiere partner for 
faith-driven advisors and 
its values-aligned approach 
to planning, investments, 
and stewardship comple-
ments Strategence’s focus 
on following the Golden 
Rule. 

Strategence Capital 
joins a growing commu-
nity of independent advi-
sors across the nation who 
partner with OneAscent. 
Strategence Capital has 
offices in Bluffton and 
Fort Wayne, Indiana; Van 
Wert, Ohio; and Morris, 

Minnesota. Its team of pro-
fessionals is dedicated to 
helping its individual and 
employer clients safeguard 
their financial position long 
into the future.

Strategence principal 
Graig Stettner, who part-
ners with Arnold to support 
Wells County clients, added 
that the firm is excited about 
its future.

“OneAscent is a well-
respected name in our 
i n d u s t r y - - o n e  w e ’ r e 
thrilled to be associ-
ated with,” he said. “We 
believe this partnership 
will make us even stronger 
moving forward.”

1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren
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Federal government distrust
 The last two American presidential assassinations 

— coming about 60 years apart — set in motion dif-
ferent yields when it comes to trust in government. 
When bullets felled President William McKinley in 
Buffalo in 1901, the subsequent ascension of President 
Theodore Roosevelt commenced a progressive move-
ment that largely persisted over six decades, bringing 
us the New Deal and the Great Society.

And it was 60 years after the assassination of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy in Dallas that ultimately led to a 
gradual unraveling of our public trust. Yes, the bullets 
of Dallas brought about the Great Society and the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 two years later 
under President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
but those were quickly followed by 
the Vietnam War, the Watergate scan-
dal and President Nixon’s resignation 
in disgrace, and a rise of a conservative movement 
beginning with Barry Goldwater in 1964. 

When the National Election Study began asking 
about trust in government in 1958 for Pew Research, 
about three-quarters of Americans trusted the fed-
eral government to do the right thing almost always 
or most of the time. Today, Pew reports that 25% of 
Democrats and Democratic-leaning independents say 
they trust the federal government just about always or 
most of the time, compared with 8% of Republicans 
and Republican-leaning Americans. 

This may have come to a head when President 
Reagan held a press conference on Aug. 12, 1986, in 
which he uttered this famous phrase still quoted by his 
GOP acolytes: “The nine most terrifying words in the 
English language are: ‘I’m from the government, and 
I’m here to help.’ ” 

Donald Trump adroitly tapped into this notion three 
decades later. During Trump’s presidency, there had 
been overt damning of the federal government. This 
ranged from his unproven allegations that the 2016 
and 2020 elections were “rigged” and then “stolen,” 
to the Jan. 6, 2021, U.S. Capitol insurrection, to defin-
ing the federal bureaucracy as the “deep state,” to his 
public distrust of the U.S. intelligence network and the 
federal courts, to his Stalinist definition of the news 
media as “fake news” and as the “enemy of the Ameri-
can people.” 

Reuters reported that the annual Edelman Trust 
Barometer reported in Davos, Switzerland in 2017 (the 
year Trump came to power) revealed that faith in the 
Chinese government jumped 8 points to 84%, while in 
the United States it fell 14 points to 33%. “The United 
States is enduring an unprecedented crisis of trust,” 
said Richard Edelman, head of the communications 
marketing firm that commissioned the research.

By 2021, after a year of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Edelman reported: “With a growing trust gap and trust 
declines worldwide, people are looking for leadership 
and solutions as they reject talking heads who they 

deem not credible. In fact, none of the soci-
etal leaders we track — government lead-
ers, CEOs, journalists and even religious 
leaders — are trusted to do what is right, 
with drops in trust scores for all.”

Reagan explained in his January 1989 
farewell address, “Back in the 1960’s when 
I began, it seemed to me that we’d begun 
reversing the order of things; that through 
more and more rules and regulations and 
confiscatory taxes, the government was 
taking more of our money, more of our 

options and more 
of our freedom. I went into 
politics in part to put up my 
hand and say, ‘Stop.’ I was 
a citizen politician, and it 

seemed the right thing for a citizen to do.”
The bookend to decades of acute conservative 

criticism of the federal government came last Sunday 
when Republican U.S. Rep. Jim Baird of Indiana 
reacted to last week’s news that House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy had been booted from office in a histori-
cal first, followed days later by the surprise attack 
on Israel by Hamas. “Our disunity on Capitol Hill is 
weakening America’s position as a global leader and 
hindering our ability to respond to the atrocities com-
mitted by Hamas on the Israeli people,” Baird posted 
on X. “We must stop these political games and show 
leadership during this international emergency.”

But that’s the federal government. State govern-
ments fare much better. When Morning Consult did 
its governor approval ratings in all 50 states last July, 
not a single sitting state executive had a higher disap-
proval than approval, and most (including Gov. Eric 
Holcomb at 55% approve, 35% disapprove) were well 
above 50%. Only three governors had approval below 
50%.

As for the Trump era, in an essay for the Brookings 
Institute, Elaine Kamarck, founder of the Center of 
Effective Public Management, asks a series of ques-
tions: Did Trump weaken the powers of Congress? 
Has Trump damaged our system of shared power 
between the federal government and the states? Has 
Trump weakened the judiciary? Did Trump weaken 
the press? Was Trump able to exert control over the 
civil service? 

The answer to all of these questions is “No.”
 “The fact that Trump did not tear down the major 

guardrails of democracy does not mean that all is well 
in the United States,” Karmarck said in July 2021. 
“The lesson is that democracy requires constant care 
and constant mobilization.”

Yes, that’s the lesson: Democracy demands main-
tenance.

The columnist is publisher of Howey Politics Indiana at www.
howeypolitics.com. Find him on Facebook and Twitter @hwypol.

Politicking

Brian 
Howey

“The government you elect is the 
  government you deserve.” 

— Thomas Jefferson
Find someone who will speak posi-

tively about our government these 
days and you will have outdone the 
cynic Diogenes. He merely wanted to 
find a wise man; we are looking for a 
happy and contented one.

Fortunately we can let the Gallup 
Poll do our work for us. That orga-
nization conducts an annual survey 
of a representative group of Ameri-
cans to ask their level of 
confidence in the major 
institutions of our society. 
Confidence dropped again 
in 2023 in nearly all 16 
institutions included. We 
are an unhappy people.

There were a few categories that saw slight increas-
es, one or two percentage points. For example church-
es improved but only one percent. I guess we should 
be thankful for little things.

So long as we are celebrating one percent improve-
ments, give Congress a round of applause. It improved 
from seven to eight percent approval. Yes, you read 
that right. Congress ranks last in public confidence. 
Ninety-two percent of Americans have little or no 
confidence in Congress as an institution and can you 
blame them?

Just look at what that august body did in the past few 
weeks. First there is Matt Gaetz and his scorched earth 
politics. Angry with Kevin McCarthy for not being 
conservative enough, Gaetz teamed up with the Squad 
and other lefties in the Democrat party—in this case 
being every single one of them—to send McCarthy to 
the back benches. Congratulations, Matt; you proved 
something although I for one can’t fathom what.

Of course our national press (which has a confidence 
factor only in the mid-teens) bewailed the lack of mod-
erate Republicans in the House but never got around 
to asking where the moderate Democrats were on this 
vote. They could have saved McCarthy if they wanted 
to and apparently Nancy Pelosi had promised some-
thing of that sort. Maybe her lack of follow through on 
that commitment led to the eviction from her private 
digs at the Capitol building.

But then what Pelosi did or did not promise doesn’t 
matter to us because our attention is on the honorable 
Jamaal Bowman, who apparently thinks he is back 
in junior high school where pranks like pulling fire 
alarms are thought to be cool. Somebody needs to send 
Jamaal to the principal’s office.

Maybe it’s time for the principal to call a school as-
sembly and remind this pack of juveniles that they do 
have Constitutional responsibility to pass a new budget 
before the old one expires. The current budget law has 
been in effect for nearly 50 years but Congress has met 
its own deadline only five times, the last being 1997.

As a libertarian at heart, I like congressional grid-
lock since it prevents passage of expensive, onerous, 
anti-liberty laws. The budget is another thing entirely. 
Playing political Russian roulette every September is 
no way to run a railroad. Or maybe the analogy is ap-
propriate since most railroads went bankrupt.

I am politically naive but I just don’t understand 
how Matt Gaetz and his fellow travelers believe they 
can win a one-minute-before-midnight battle over the 
budget. Please remind me of a government shutdown 
that wasn’t blamed on the Republicans by the media. 
The Republicans can pass whatever they want in the 
House of Representatives but then their noble efforts 
will come to naught in the Democrat Senate and the 
Democrat White House. And the public will blame the 
Republicans because the media will tell it to.

No wonder Congress ranks last in the public confi-
dence sweepstakes. But they have a lot of company in 
the underwater category. Only two institutions, small 
business and the military, scored above 50 percent. 
This ought to frighten all of us.

How long can a civilization survive if its citizenry 
has no confidence in its major institutions? If it falls, 
how will that come about and will we see the warning 
signs? Is our collective attitude a contributing factor, 
even an irreversible one? Have we met the enemy and 
he is us?

I think the comic strip Pogo was on to something 
back in 1970 when his creator Walt Kelly used that line 
to support Earth Day and its concerns about pollution. 
Not to belittle the dangers of excessive pollution but 
spiritual pollution is much more dangerous to future 
generations. We can attempt to return earth to a Garden 
of Eden but will we find ourselves as unhappy with the 
situation as did our original parents?

This may be asking too much but can we accept our 
own responsibility for our role in selecting our leaders 
and not hold them to high standards?

Maybe H. L. Mencken figured this out.
Mark Franke, an adjunct scholar of the Indiana 

Policy Review, is formerly an associate vice chancellor 
at Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne. 

Just because you’re chosen 
doesn’t mean you’re liked

Hoosier
Opinions

Mark
Franke

Robbing the children’s future
LOS ANGELES — The 

second-largest school district 
in the country is suffering from 
academic afflictions of its 
own making. While test scores 
show a continuing decline at 
the high school level in math 
proficiency (21 percent) and 
reading (51 percent), is the 
district making improvement 
in these subjects a top priority? 
Apparently not.

Instead they are emphasiz-
ing a week-long celebration of 
“National Coming Out Day.” 
The “curriculum” is intended to 
teach children about identity and 
intersectionality. Celebrities are a 
major part of what many believe 
is the indoctrination process. Stars 
don’t have to worry about making 
a living. How this will improve the 
eventual job prospects for graduates, 
however, no one is saying, because it 
doesn’t.

LA schools are increasingly pass-
ing students who don’t even meet 
grade-level standards. This is and 
will have important ramifications 
for their future. Nearly 60 percent 
of students come from low-income 
families. It’s hard to argue that the 
imposition of this woke curriculum 
will improve their lives.

The problem exists beyond Los 
Angeles. A report in City Journal 
adds weight to the problematic pros-
pects of so many students: “Califor-
nia now leads the country in illitera-
cy.” According to the 2019 National 
Assessment of Educational Progress, 

“just 30 percent of Cali-
fornia eighth-graders 
are proficient in read-
ing,” results that were 
gathered before the 
Covid-19 lockdown.

Not surprisingly, 
public school enroll-
ment is in decline. 
Quoting a poll from 
UC-Berkely’s Institute 
of Government Studies, 
City Journal writes “just 
35 percent of state vot-

ers gave public schools 
in their local district a grade of A or 
B, down from 55 percent in 2011. 
Twenty-five percent graded their 
local public schools a D or F, which 
was up 15 percentage points from 
2011.

As always with such numbers, 
poor and minority students are 
disproportionately affected, but 
the dominant Democratic Party in 
California appears not to care. Like 
other states they are in the grip of the 
teacher’s unions, who supply cam-
paign contributions to keep them in 
office and continue voting in ways 
that serve their interests and not the 
interests of children.

The answer is school choice, 
but California offers neither school 
vouchers nor individual or corporate 
tax credits for parents who wish to 
send their children to private schools. 
In the current school year, there 
are 3,818 private schools serving 
657,596 students statewide, com-
pared to 10,374 public schools, serv-

ing 5,875,325 students. Ten percent 
of all K-12 students in California are 
educated in private schools, which 
matches the national average. Argu-
ably there would be more if taxpayer 
money followed the students to pri-
vate schools.

It’s not just the failure to teach 
reading and an emphasis on non-aca-
demic and radical cultural subjects 
that have contributed to education 
decline here and around the country. 
According to The Heritage Founda-
tion, an emphasis on diversity, equity 
and inclusion is also having a nega-
tive impact. A Heritage study found 
“As of August 2023, 48 percent of 
school districts with enrollment of 
at least 15,000 students had a Chief 
Diversity Officer (CDO), up from 
the 2021 figure of 39 percent. Hav-
ing a CDO was associated with 
much greater learning loss during 
the pandemic by Black and Hispanic 
students. School districts with CDOs 
were significantly more likely to 
have policies that keep the ‘gender 
transitioning’ of students secret from 
parents.”

School choice is spreading 
throughout the country, in part in 
reaction to this craziness. Given the 
left’s dominance in the state, Califor-
nia may be the last place to offer it. 
That could be a contributing factor to 
the decision by increasing numbers 
of parents to leave the state in search 
of better schools that teach subjects 
they had to learn during their school 
days.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas
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428 S. Oak St. in Bluffton
260-824-5222

www.wellscocreativearts.com
creativeartscouncil@gmail.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/wellsco-
creativearts

Instagram: @creativeartscouncil
Creative Arts office hours — Monday 

through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
office is closed on Fridays.

Encouraging, presenting and promot-
ing the arts for the benefit of the entire 
community.

CREATIVE ARTS THEATER
‘The Legend of Sleepy Hollow’

The Creative Arts Theater will present 
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” Oct. 27 
and 28 in the auditorium at 428 S. Oak St.

Three performances are scheduled, at 
7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 27, at 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 28 and 7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 28. Tick-
ets are $15 per adult and $10 for 12 and 
under. Tickets can be purchased online at 
https://www.wellscocreativearts.com/the-
legend-of-sleepy-hollowtickets-reserva-
tions

Important Scheduling Note: Changes 
can occur after the Creative Happenings 

column has been published. Please confirm 
dates and times before planning to partici-
pate in programs and activities.

Creative Arts Council activities are 
supported by memberships, sponsors and 
grants from funders including Arts United, 
a regional agency; the Indiana Arts Com-
mission, a state agency; and the National 
Endowment for the Arts, a national agency.

Events at the Creative Arts 
Council of Wells CountySeptember is gone and 

fall is here. I have not turned 
on my furnace yet as I like 
to save money on heat and 
air conditioning.

The Zanesville Town 
Council will meet on their 
regular night of the third 
Tuesday of the month. That 
means Tuesday, Oct. 17, 
they will be at the communi-
ty building on Wayne Street 
and all are invited to attend. 
The meeting begins at 6:30 
p.m.

I hope we don’t get any 
wind in the next week as 
outside my south window 
is a great big, maple tree 
that has probably been there 
since 1911 when Grandpa 
McBride moved our house 
back 19 feet to the north to 
make room for Scott Street/
County Line as it needed to 
be wider. That tree usually 
turns a beautiful orange and 
it makes a wonderful back-
ground for family pictures.

By the way, what you 

know as Marzane/India-
napolis Road was then only 
Indianapolis, you would 
turn to make your way 
downtown. The north exten-
sion was cut through about 
1941 and as you kept on it 
you would skip downtown 
Zanesville and head for Fort 
Wayne.

I really like October and 
the fall colors. I, however, 
don’t like the weird Hallow-
een decorations.

Zanesville News by Melba Edwards

Contact Me!
260.414.6353

cathie.peterson@steffengrp.com 

CATHIE PETERSON  | REAL ESTATE BROKER

Among the events this 
week at Ouabache State 
Park will be a Pancake 
Breakfast on Saturday, Oct. 
14th celebrating the 10th 
anniversary of the founding 
of the Friends of Ouabache 
State Park. 

The event will be held 
at the Trail’s End Shelter 
from 7 to 10 a.m. with the 
founders of the group to be 
honored. 

Other events this week 
will include the following:

Wednesday, Oct. 18: 
Wednesday Warriors, 9 
a.m. to noon. Meet park 
volunteers at the park 
office for the day’s assign-
ment.

Friday, Oct. 20: Check 
with the Interpretive Natu-
ralists Bret Dausch and 
Rose Nevil for events.

Saturday, Oct. 21: 7-10 
a.m., Pancake Breakfast by 
the Friends of Ouabache 
State Park at the Trail’s 
End Shelter (freewill dona-
tions accepted); 10 a.m., 
Bison Feeding at the Bison 
Pen; 1 p.m., Cider Press 
demonstration at the Trail’s 
End shelter and fresh cider 
tasting; 3-4 p.m., Cornhole 
Tourney at the Trail’s End 
shelter, sponsored by the 
Friends; 5-7 p.m.,. Trick or 
Treat at the campground in 
costume.

Sunday, Oct. 22: 10 
a.m., Fire Tower Climb.

Note: This will be the 

weekend for the Campsite 
Decorating Contest. Three 
awards will be presented at 
the East Campview Shelter 
at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
21st.

A Photo Booth will be 
set up at the Lakeview 
Shelter for the taking of fall 
photos of the family. Tag 
Ouabache State Park on 
Facebook.

Camp v is i to rs  a re 
reminded that kids under 
the age of 14 must be 
accompanied by an adult to 
participate in events.

Beef Nachos
Tues., Oct. 17 - Wed., Oct. 18

Loaded Mac N 
Cheese

Fri., Oct. 20 & Sat., Oct. 21

205 W. Market St.
Bluffton, IN

Mon-Sat 7am - 3am • Closed Sunday

SpeCIaLS

This isn’t the most wonderful time of year for 
employees, retirees and people who must shop for 
a health insurance plan independently.

It’s open enrollment season, which means 
change and confusion.

For employer-provided benefits, open enroll-
ment typically starts between October and 
November. For Medicare enrollees, it runs from 
Oct. 15 to Dec. 7, while those opting for a Mar-
ketplace health plan for 2024 have from Nov. 1 
through Jan. 15 to sign up.

It’s easy to be paralyzed by the choices you 
have to make. Which health-care plan is right? Do 
you go with the cheapest option? Should you buy 
life insurance through your employer? What is a flexible 
spending account?

No matter the source of your coverage — private 
employer, self-purchased or Medicare — open enroll-
ment is “your opportunity to really just check and make 
sure you’ve optimized your coverage,” said Louise Norris, 
health policy analyst for healthinsurance.org and medi-
careresources.org.

Norris said people’s biggest mistake is inertia, or stick-
ing with what they have.

“If you do that, you are potentially leaving money on the 
table, potentially missing out on benefits that could really 
help you,” she said.

Here are some tips to help with your open enrollment 
choices:

- — -
Do a checkup on your coverage.

It’s important that you review all the documents you 
receive during open enrollment.

What you elected last year may not be best for you 
or your family in the coming year. There may have been 
changes in co-pay amounts or deductibles, for example. 
Nor can you assume that your medical providers are still in 
the network of your current health-care plan.

Be sure to check your prescription drug plan to ensure 
your medications will still be covered. If a drug you take is 
no longer covered, you may want to switch plans.

Medicare Advantage and Medicare prescription drug 
plans typically change from one year to the next and may 
vary in ways that affect access to certain providers. A KFF 
analysis of the 2020 open enrollment period found that only 
29 percent of Medicare beneficiaries compared their current 
plan with other Medicare plans offered in their area. Only 
54 percent of Medicare Advantage enrollees reviewed their 
current plan’s coverage to check for potential changes.

I’ll cover more about Medicare and the pros and cons of 
Medicare Advantage specifically in an upcoming column.

- — -
Take advantage of online help.

Many companies have made it easier to compare plan 
choices.

Medicare has an online tool that makes it easier to com-
parison shop. Log into medicare.gov and select the link 
for “Find health & drug plans.” Consider out-of-pocket 
expenses.

At healthcare.gov you’ll be able to preview 2024 Mar-
ketplace health plans and get estimated prices ahead of the 
Nov. 1 start of open enrollment.

If you’re unsure or uncomfortable using the online tool 
to compare plans, work with a broker, Norris said. You can 
also get guidance from Medicare by calling 1-800-633-
4227. TTY users can call 1-877-486-2048.

- — -
Take advantage of flexible spending accounts.

Don’t overlook contributing to a flexible spending 
account (FSA), a dependent-care flexible spending account 
or a health savings account (HSA). An HSA is linked to 
high-deductible health plans and, like FSAs, can also be 
used for out-of-pocket medical expenses.

When you set up one of these accounts, money deducted 
from your paycheck on a pretax basis can be used to pay for 
many out-of-pocket health and dependent-care expenses. 
The higher your tax bracket, the more you save.

You can set up an HSA on your own as long as you’re 
enrolled in an HSA-compliant high-deductible health plan, 
which you can purchase in the individual/family market, 

Norris said.
Eligible expenses for an FSA include co-pay-

ments, prescription drugs and contact lenses.
Dependent-care funds could be used on day 

care, preschool and summer day camp for chil-
dren 12 and under. Adult day-care costs for dis-
abled or elderly dependents also are covered.

Here’s something you may not realize, Nor-
ris pointed out. Though FSA contributions are 
deducted throughout the year, your full annual 
commitment is available immediately, on the first 
day of the plan year.

Additionally, if you use the full amount you 
signed up for but quit your job or get fired before 

the end of the year, FSA funds do not have to be paid back. 
However, if you leave your job without using up whatever 
FSA funds you’ve contributed, you lose the money.

Conversely, HSA funds go with you if you leave your 
job, Norris said. There’s no “use it or lose it” rule for HSAs.

- — -
Review your insurance coverage.

Although your employer may offer life insurance, 
compare rates on the open market, recommends Carolyn 
McClanahan, a physician and certified financial planner 
who founded the fee-only Life Planning Partners, based in 
Jacksonville, Fla.

“If you’re healthy, it’s usually cheaper to buy your own 
individual insurance,” she said.

However, if you have some preexisting health issues 
that may prevent you from getting affordable life insurance, 
look at the options provided by your employer.

Also, keep in mind that if you leave your employment, 
you could lose your coverage. If you develop a health con-
dition, you may not be able to get life insurance outside of 
employment.

“The one mistake people make is that they count on their 
workplace plan for their life insurance. It is best to have the 
coverage you need through individual inexpensive term 
insurance,” McClanahan said.

Think about getting disability insurance if it’s offered, 
because you’re more likely to become disabled than die 
young.

- — -
Don’t forget to update beneficiary information.

It’s so important that you don’t forget to check the ben-
eficiary section, especially if 
you’ve gotten married.

I’ve seen cases where 
people got remarried and 
neglected to remove their 
ex-spouses as a beneficiary.

- — -
Don’t procrastinate.

If your company is hav-
ing an informational session, 
sign up for it.

Don’t wait until the last 
day of open enrollment to try 
to figure out which benefit 
options are right for you.

If you’re covered by 
Medicare or a Marketplace 
plan, start reviewing your 
options now.

“No matter what type 
of coverage you have, you 
want to take advantage of 
your opportunity to renew or 
review your coverage,” Nor-
ris said. “You might end up 
keeping the same policy you 
have, but you don’t want to 
just blindly do that.”

I know open enrollment 
is a pain. But don’t allow 
your inertia to cost you more 
than you can afford.

michelle.singletary@washpost.
com. Follow her on X (@Single-

taryM) or Facebook

Michelle
Singletary

Six tips to navigate open enrollment season

   FRESH • VARIETY • LOCAL • QUALITY
3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE

Mon.- Wed. 9-5  •  Thur.- Fri. 9-6  •  Sat.8-1
(Subject to change)

LOCALLY SUPPLIED  •  LOCALLY OWNED

260.638.4123

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
dressed weight

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
Whole or Half Hog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99/lb.

Pulled Pork with or without 
BBQ sauce • Smoked Pork Chops 

Roasting Hogs • Sloppy Joe
Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad 

Call in advance for all special orders

KICK-OFF 
SPECIALS!
KICK-OFF 
SPECIALS!

SPECIALS
Frozen Pork Baby Back Ribs. . . . . . . . $5.29/lb.
Bone In Pork Loin Chops . . . . . . . . . . .$4.59/lb.
Bacon Cheese  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.29/lb.
Hard Salami  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.49/lb.

PRICES GOOD  Oct. 16 – Oct. 21, 2023www.lengerichmeats.com

Time to order Holiday 
Hams & Turkeys

SMOKED AND FRESH

HOLIDAY HEADQUARTERSHOLIDAY HEADQUARTERS

Halloween fun at ouabache 
state park oct. 18-22

On Saturday, Oct. 21, downtown Fort 
Wayne will be offered all sorts of activities 
for 2023 Fright Night.

The Allen County Public Library Plaza 
will be Zombie Central  with a Zombie 
Walk kicking off at 3 p.m.

Other activities include:
Mad Science Day will be held at Science 

Central from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Werewolf Chase Fun Run from 11 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. on 1004 Cass St.
Ghost Tours at the Bell Mansion, 420 

West Wayne St., noon to 6 p.m.
Not So Spooky Crafts at the Allen Coun-

ty Public Library from 1  to 4 p.m.

A Visit to the Old City Jail at the History 
Center, 3 to 7 p.m.

A Grand Evening with Drac and Friends 
from Hotel Transylvania at the Grand 
Wayne Center, 4 to 6 p.m.

Scavenger Hunt at Parkview Field, 5 to 
6:30 p.m.

Lantern Tours at Historic  Fort Wayne, 6 
to 10 p.m.

Rocky Horror Picture Show at the Botan-
ical Conservatory, 7-11 p.m.

Hobnobben Film Festival at the FW Cin-
ema Center, 7 to 9 p.m.  and 9:15-10:45 p.m.

For more detailed information check out 
frightnightdowntown.com

FW offers fright night on oct. 21st

Swiss Stitchers at the Berne fire station
The Swiss Stitchers will meet at the Berne fire station On 

October 23rd at 7pm. 
We will have a short meeting with Show and Tell to fol-

low. 
Gail is our program presenter and will be explaining 

beginner paper piecing. Come see what she has to show us. 
Also, we need someone to head up the Opportunity Quilt 

process. Please let Gail or I know if you are interested. 
If you have any questions please contact Gail at 

(260)589-2845 or Vivian at (260) 692-6227.

Adults are invited to join 
the Golden Gamers on the 
fourth Tuesday of the month  
for two hours of socializ-
ing games and snacks at the 
Wells County Public Library 
in Bluffton.

Next sessions will be 
on Oct. 25, Nov. 28 and 
Dec. 19, from 3 to 5 p.m. 
Registration appreciated to 
(260) 824-1612 or online at 
wellscolibrary.org.

Golden Gamers at the library

Fall Fling is at Nation-
al Guard Armory, 500 E. 
Spring st., Bluffton, in 
46714. October 21, 2023 
at 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Free admission, raf-
fles and food. 25+ Direct 
sales vendors and hand 
made crafts. Raffle items 
are vendor donated. 

Start your holiday 
shopping now! Find that 
unique item for that spe-

cial person. There will be 
a wide variety of items 
to choose. From: food, 
jewelry, candles, wooden 
decor, Florals, crocheted 
items, etc.

All proceeds donated 
to Honor flight of north-
east indiana. For more 
information contact: Deb 
carson 260-273-7950 or 
Doodlebug_63@yahoo.
com.

Fall Fling at National Guard Armory
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By RYAN WALKER
UPLAND — The IHSAA eliminated 

the cross-country semi-state race, making it 
more difficult to advance in the postseason. 
But the Bluffton, Norwell, and Southern 
Wells boys didn’t let that phase them one 
bit.

The three beat the odds Saturday morn-
ing at Taylor University in the sectional 
meet. The Tigers (second) and the Knights 
(third) were projected to head to next week’s 
regional in Fort Wayne, according to online 
projections, and hit. The Raiders, on the 
other hand, were given less than a 20 per-
cent shot to do so.

As a representative from Delta read off 
the top five schools over the loudspeaker in 
front of all 27 boys and girls teams, came 
Southern Wells in fifth place. The boys and 
girls in red and blue jumped for joy and 
cheered.

Head coach Monica Edgeman shared 
her excitement for what could be the 
best team in school history. She was also 
proud of their hard work as a tightly-knit 
group.

“Great group of kids — they work really 
hard,” Edgeman said. “We’re running more 
miles than we ever have, and they’re fun to 
be around. They’re like family.”

Southern Wells was one of, if not the 
smallest, school of the 13 participants. Due 
to the IHSAA having only one class for 
cross country, the Raiders have less oppor-
tunity to make noise in the postseason com-
pared to schools even double and triple in 
size.

Despite that, they came out and proved 
they belong with the big teams at the sec-
tional, but Edgeman still voiced per opinion 
on classes.

“We’re probably one of the smallest 
schools here and (we) did some calcula-
tions and saw that at regional if we did 
divisions, we’re the smallest school get-
ting first place at regionals in our class. So, 
I would still love to see two classes broken 
up into our state. We have our best team 
we’ve ever had in our school, and we’re 
getting fifth. If we’re not the best, and 
we’re just an average school, you might as 
well forget getting anything. It’s pretty dis-
couraging.”

Both Tigers and Knights head coaches, 
Michael Vanderkolk and Cody Hannie, 
echoed one another in separate interviews 
that their boys did what they were asked to 
do in advancing, but resting their bodies to 
stay fresh for next week.

In terms of making it to next week, Han-
nie knew the Knights would have to have 
“something catastrophic” to have happen 
to not make it, but he also shared some dis-
pleasures with online projections like the 
Raiders.

“There were websites saying that we 
weren’t going to. That always adds a little 
extra motivation,” Hannie said.

The top individuals in the county started 
with Bluffton’s Tyler Godwin, who legged 
out Delta’s Tyler Dillon at the finish line to 
earn second place. His time was an impres-
sive 16:28, down 15 seconds from the 
ACAC run the week prior.

Levi Johns (9th) and Jude Baumgartner 
(11th) also represented the Tigers on the big 
stage, earning ribbons for their top-20 fin-
ishes.

Gage Reinhard (13th) of Norwell and 
Joshua Bricker (18th) of Southern Wells 
also earned ribbons.

Complete individual and team results 
will be listed at the end.

For the girls, only Norwell placed in the 
top five to advance to the regional, plac-
ing third. Bluffton was 13th as a team, and 
Southern Wells had only four runners out of 
the five necessary for no team score.

Four Knights cracked the top 20 for rib-
bons: Ashley Waldman (10th), Elizabeth 
Norris (13th), Brooklyn Meyer (16th), and 
Haleigh Reinhard (18th).

Head coach Vanessa Hannie is a firm 

believer in pack running, which challenges 
the team to run together and push one anoth-
er. That strategy paid off, though some of 
them went off trail after two miles.

“Pack it up — that’s what we were say-
ing,” Hannie said. “Just pack it up, and they 
did OK through almost two (miles). They 
split a little bit, but they had great finishes, 
and so we’ll take it. We’ll take it and see 
what we can do this next week.”

Even though Bluffton did not make it as 
a team for the girls, Dakota Lee made it to 
the next round as an individual. She placed 
30th with a time of 22:30, 

“Today’s just a big moment for Dakota 
Lee,” Vanderkolk said. “(She) qualified to 
regional. She’s worked her tail off; all these 
girls have worked their tail off. They’ve all 
pushed her, and the support that they’ve 
given her the boys given her the support and 
encouragement as well. (Its) really just kind 
of propelling her, and she had a great race 
today. Just incredibly proud and excited for 
her this opportunity and excited to see what 
this can do for the rest of the program as 
well.”

The four teams will compete at the PLEX 
in Fort Wayne at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 
21.

sports@news-banner.com

Individual placers
Bluffton
Boys: Tyler Godwin finished in second 

place with a (16:28.8), Levi Johns ninth 
17:11.2), Jude Baumgartner 11th (17:28.4), 
Ayden Teeple 36th (18:10.2) Aidan Graves 
40th 18:23.6), Brett Kuhlenbeck 46th 
(18:42.1), and Jackson Rockwell 57th 
(19:10.0).

Girls: Dakota Lee finished in 30th place 
with a time of 22:30.1, Amarah Robles 64th 
(24:33.2), Reagan Harris 65th (24:38.4), 
Kierstynn Reed 75th (26:08.1), Lucia Cork-
well 76th (26:10.3), Alydia Bertsch 81st 
(27:18.4), and Sophia Mayne 90th (30:28.0).

Norwell
Boys: Gage Reinhard finished in 13th 

place with a time of 17:30.4, Elijah Jacob 
27th (17:53.0), Gavin Threewits 29th 
(17:57.7), Lukas Mashuda 35th (18:08.4), 
Luke Johnson 38th (18:15.9), and Parker 
McCartney 72nd (19:46.0)

Girls: Ashley Waldman finished in 10th 
place with a time of 6:43.2, Elizabeth Nor-
ris 13th (21:07.1), Brooklyn Meyer 16th 
(21:20.3), Haleigh Reinahrd 18th (21:29.3), 
Addison Meyer 39th (23:06.2), Alana Cady 
41st (23:12.0), and Teagan Lesley 59th 
(24:19.0).

Southern Wells
Boys: Joshua Bricker finished in 18th 

place with a time of 17:38.8, Andrew 
Aker 23rd (17:44.8), Jarin Frauhiger 34th 
(18:07.5), Kelton Barr 48th (18:46.6), 
Colter Kiel 52nd (18:54.5), Kane Jenkins 
53rd (19:00.0), and Dalton Stephan 61st 
(19:20.8).

Girls: Alexix Leidig finished in 63rd 
place with a time of 24:31.3, Ella Lahr 84th 
(28:03.1), Chanie Mounsey 87th (28:42.3), 
and Shaylinn Geesaman (29:27.8).

Team Scores
Boys: Wapahani finished in first place 

with a team score of 58, Bluffton sec-
ond (96), Norwell third (138), Bellmont 
fourth (160), Southern Wells fifth (169), 
Delta sixth (172), Monroe Central sev-
enth (174), Adams Central eighth (177), 
South Adams ninth (185), Eastbrook 10th 
(218), Jay County 11th (240), Blackford 
12th (252), and Winchester Community 
13th (309).

Girls: Adams Central placed first with 
a team score of 59, Monroe Central sec-
ond (91), Norwell third (95), Eastbrook 
fourth (121), Wapahani fifth (150), South 
Adams sixth (161), Randolph Southern 
seventh (200), Delta eighth (201), Bell-
mont ninth (215), Blackford 10th (233), 
Winchester 11th (265), Jay County 12th 
(296), Bluffton 13th (301), and Southern 
Wells incomplete.

Four of the Wells County XC 
teams advance to regional

Joshua Bricker (left) of Southern Wells and Alexis Leidig (right) compete during the sectional 
meet at Taylor University on Saturday morning. Both were the top runners for the Raiders in the 
boys’ and girls’ races. Bricker finished in 18th place, good for a top-20 ribbon. (Photos by Ryan 
Walker)

Jude Baumgartner (left) and Dakota Lee (right) of Bluffton run in their respective races during 
the sectional meet. Baumgartner placed 11th with a ribbon, while Lee made it out to the regional 
race as an individual.

Gage Reinhard (left) and Haleigh Reinhard (right) of Norwell compete in the sectional. Gage fin-
ished first for the Knights and 13th overall with a ribbon, while Haleigh placed 18th for a ribbon.

Knights lose in sectional title 
to No. 1 Bellmont Braves
Norwell won in the sectional over 

Maconaquah in the semi-final, then fell to 
Bellmont in the championship at home on 
Saturday.

In the first match, the Knights defeated 
the Maconaquah Braves in straight sets (26-
24, 25-16, and 25-19).

The Knights fell to the No. 1 Bellmont 
Braves in the title match in three sets (25-3, 
25-13, 25-10).

Individual stats were not sent.
Norwell finished the season with a 21-13 

record.

Tigers fall to No. 5 Starfires 
in V-ball semi-final

Bluffton finished its season at the hands 
of No. 5 South Adams Saturday afternoon.

The Tigers lost to the Starfires in straight 
sets (25-8, 25-12, and 25-17).

In the sectional championship, Adams 
Central upset South Adams 3-1.

Stat leaders for the match were Haley 
Gibson with 12 assists, three aces, and 23 
digs, and Maryn Schreiber with 10 kills and 
two blocks.

Bluffton finished the season with an 
11-20 record.

Knights end JV football 
season with loss to Eagles
Norwell’s junior varsity football team 

wrapped up its season with a 26-22 loss to 
Columbia City at home on Saturday.

Adam Mahnensmith ran in a touchdown 
from two yards, and Cayden Cassel convert-
ed on a conversion.

Luke Drieband scored on a 43-yard fum-
ble recovery, with Cassel passing for the 
conversion.

Cassel then hit Korben Neunschwander 
for a 25-yard touchdown pass.

Titus Edwards recovered a fumble, and 
Brock Zent blocked a kick.

Sports Roundup

Norwell’s Rebecca Settle, left, tips the ball over the net during Saturday’s sectional semi-final 
game against Maconaquah. (Photo by Chad Kline)

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!
twitter.com/newsbanner

Tigers’ Dakota Lee makes it as an individual



FOOTBALL
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Miami 5 1 0 .833 223 156
Buffalo 4 2 0 .667 173 89
N.Y. Jets 3 3 0 .500 113 119
New England 1 5 0 .167 72 152

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Jacksonville 4 2 0 .667 142 122
Houston 3 3 0 .500 135 113
Indianapolis 3 3 0 .500 140 152
Tennessee 2 4 0 .333 104 117

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 4 2 0 .667 133 91
Cleveland 3 2 0 .600 95 77
Pittsburgh 3 2 0 .600 79 110
Cincinnati 3 3 0 .500 100 127

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

Kansas City 5 1 0 .833 147 88
L.A. Chargers 2 2 0 .500 110 

104
Las Vegas 3 3 0 .500 100 131
Denver 1 5 0 .167 129 200

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 5 1 0 .833 155 124
Dallas 3 2 0 .600 134 83
Washington 3 3 0 .500 133 176
N.Y. Giants 1 5 0 .167 71 167

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Tampa Bay 3 2 0 .600 90 88
Atlanta 3 3 0 .500 99 120
New Orleans 3 3 0 .500 109 96
Carolina 0 6 0 .000 112 186

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Detroit 5 1 0 .833 168 113
Green Bay 2 3 0 .400 113 113
Minnesota 2 4 0 .333 129 135
Chicago 1 5 0 .167 128 176

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

San Francisco 5 1 0 .833 184 87
Seattle 3 2 0 .600 124 108
L.A. Rams 3 3 0 .500 138 117
Arizona 1 5 0 .167 117 162

Thursday’s Games
Kansas City 19, Denver 8

Sunday’s Games
Baltimore 24, Tennessee 16, Lon-

don, GBR
Cincinnati 17, Seattle 13
Cleveland 19, San Francisco 17
Houston 20, New Orleans 13
Jacksonville 37, Indianapolis 20
Miami 42, Carolina 21
Minnesota 19, Chicago 13
Washington 24, Atlanta 16
Las Vegas 21, New England 17
Detroit 20, Tampa Bay 6
L.A. Rams 26, Arizona 9
N.Y. Jets 20, Philadelphia 14
Buffalo 14, N.Y. Giants 9
Open: Pittsburgh, Green Bay

Monday’s Games
Dallas at L.A. Chargers, 8:15 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 19

Jacksonville at New Orleans, 8:15 
p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 22
Atlanta at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at New England, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh at L.A. Rams, 4:05 p.m.
Green Bay at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City, 4:25 

p.m.
Miami at Philadelphia, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Cincinnati, Houston, N.Y. 

Jets, Tennessee, Carolina, Dallas
Monday, Oct. 23

San Francisco at Minnesota, 8:15 
p.m.

College
EAST
Bowling Green 24, Buffalo 14
Brown 28, Princeton 27, OT
Bryant 43, Robert Morris 24
Bucknell 21, Cornell 13
Colgate 27, Dartmouth 24, OT
Delaware 21, NC A&T 6
Duquesne 44, CCSU 20
Fordham 26, Stony Brook 7
Georgetown 17, Lehigh 7
Harvard 48, Howard 7
Illinois 27, Maryland 24
Maine 24, LIU Brooklyn 13
Marist 30, San Diego 16
Monmouth (NJ) 61, Hampton 10
New Hampshire 38, Albany (NY) 31
Penn 20, Columbia 17
Penn St. 63, Umass 0
Pittsburgh 38, Louisville 21
Richmond 24, Rhode Island 17
Rutgers 27, Michigan St. 24
Troy 19, Army 0
Villanova 21, Elon 0
Yale 31, Sacred Heart 3
SOUTH
Alabama 24, Arkansas 21
Alabama A&M 45, Grambling St. 24

Alabama St. 24, Jackson St. 19
Austin Peay 41, Gardner-Webb 14
Charleston Southern 24, Lindenwood 

(Mo.) 10
Chattanooga 22, Mercer 10
Duke 24, NC State 3
E. Kentucky 41, Tarleton St. 35, 2OT
ETSU 41, Wofford 10
FAU 56, South Florida 14
Florida 41, South Carolina 39
Florida St. 41, Syracuse 3
Furman 27, Samford 21
Georgia 37, Vanderbilt 20
Georgia St. 41, Marshall 24
James Madison 41, Georgia South-

ern 13
LSU 48, Auburn 18
Lamar 30, SE Louisiana 24
MVSU 42, Ark.-Pine Bluff 17
Missouri 38, Kentucky 21
Navy 14, Charlotte 0
North Carolina 41, Miami 31
S. Illinois 27, Murray St. 6
Southern U. 45, Lincoln Oakland-

ers 18
Tennessee 20, Texas A&M 13
Tennessee St. 24, Norfolk St. 17
Tennessee Tech 28, SC State 7
Texas Southern 34, Bethune-Cook-

man 31
VMI 17, The Citadel 13
Virginia Tech 30, Wake Forest 13
MIDWEST
Alma 35, Hope 17
Ashland 35, Northwood (Mich.) 3
Augustana (Ill.) 35, Washington 

(Mo.) 17
Augustana (SD) 48, Winona St. 28
Aurora 37, St. Norbert 9
Beloit 34, Lawrence 14
Bemidji St. 33, Wayne St. (Neb.) 23
Benedictine (Ill.) 19, Rockford 7
Bethel (Minn. ) 38, Augsburg 7
Buena Vista 17, Luther 10
Carroll (Wis.) 62, Elmhurst 14
Cent. Michigan 17, Akron 10
Cent. Oklahoma 59, Lincoln (Mo.) 17
Central St. (Ohio) 21, Savannah 

St. 10
Chicago 21, Ripon 6
Coe 28, Simpson 0
Concordia (Moor.) 58, Hamline 14
Davenport 32, Wayne St. (Mich.) 3
Davidson 35, Butler 33
DePauw 53, Wooster 7
Denison 28, Wabash 24
Drake 52, St. Thomas (Minn.) 21
E. Michigan 28, Kent St. 14
Emporia St. 38, Washburn 23
Findlay 38, Thomas More 10
Fort Hays St. 31, Neb.-Kearney 17
Franklin 35, Defiance 21
Grand Valley St. 49, Ferris St. 28
Gustavus Adolphus 55, Macalester 

18
Hanover 34, Manchester 0
Heidelberg 28, Otterbein 8
Hillsdale 44, Kentucky Wesleyan 14
Illinois College 61, Knox 7
Illinois St. 44, Indiana St. 7
Indianapolis 38, Truman St. 17
Iowa 15, Wisconsin 6
Iowa St. 30, Cincinnati 10
John Carroll 44, Ohio Northern 14
Kalamazoo 45, Adrian 23
Lake Forest 47, Grinnell 0
Lakeland 17, Concordia (Ill.) 9
Loras 41, Nebraska Wesleyan 38, 

2OT
Marietta 45, Wilmington (Ohio) 15
Martin Luther 31, Greenville 29
McKendree 41, Upper Iowa 34, OT
Miami (Ohio) 34, W. Michigan 21
Michigan 52, Indiana 7
Michigan Tech 62, N. Michigan 0
Minn. Duluth 46, Mary 0
Minn. St. (Moorhead) 53, Sioux 

Falls 40
Minn.-Morris 45, Westminster (Mo.) 0
Minnesota St. 45, W. Oregon 14
Minot St. 17, Concordia (St.P.) 10
Missouri S&T 45, SW Baptist 19
Missouri St. 48, W. Illinois 7
Monmouth (Ill.) 43, Cornell (Iowa) 6
Morehead St. 24, Valparaiso 21
Mount St. Joseph 77, Anderson 

(Ind.) 14
Mount Union 76, Capital 0
N. Illinois 23, Ohio 13
NW Missouri St. 27, Missouri West-

ern 23
North Central 75, Millikin 3
North Dakota 49, N. Dakota St. 24
North Park 20, Illinois Wesleyan 18
Northern St. 24, SW Minnesota 17
Notre Dame 48, Southern Cal 20
Ohio Dominican 12, Walsh 10
Ohio St. 41, Purdue 7
Ohio Wesleyan 19, Hiram 18
Pittsburg St. 31, Missouri Southern 21
Presbyterian 20, Dayton 17, OT
Quincy 41, William Jewell 28
Rose Hulman 52, Bluffton 28
S. Dakota St. 41, N. Iowa 6
SE Missouri 35, E. Illinois 28
Saginaw Valley St. 32, St. Xavier 10
South Dakota 34, Youngstown St. 31
St. John’s (Minn.) 63, Carleton 7
St. Olaf 37, St. Scholastica 17
Tiffin 50, Lake Erie 0
Toledo 13, Ball St. 6
Trine 28, Olivet 14
Wartburg 31, Dubuque 10
Wheaton (Ill.) 50, Carthage 13
Wis. Lutheran 42, Eureka 14
Wis.-La Crosse 21, Wis.-Platteville 17

Wis.-Oshkosh 35, Wis.-Eau Claire 7
Wis.-Stout 51, Wis.-Stevens Pt 14
Wis.-Whitewater 21, Wis.-River 

Falls 14
Wittenberg 72, Oberlin 7
FAR WEST
Air Force 34, Wyoming 27
Arizona 44, Washington St. 6
Colorado St. 31, Boise St. 30
Idaho St. 42, E. Washington 41
Montana 23, Idaho 21
Montana St. 59, Cal Poly 19
Oregon St. 36, UCLA 24
Portland St. 45, N. Arizona 21
Sacramento St. 21, N. Colorado 13
San Diego St. 41, Hawaii 34
San Jose St. 52, New Mexico 24
UC Davis 17, Weber St. 16
UNLV 45, Nevada 27
Utah 34, California 14
Washington 36, Oregon 33

BASKETBALL
WNBA

WNBA Playoff Glance
Finals
(Best-of-5)
No. 1 Las Vegas 2, No. 2 New 

York 1
Sunday, Oct. 8: Las Vegas 99, New 

York 82
Wednesday, Oct. 11: Las Vegas 

104, New York 76
Sunday, Oct. 15: New York 87, Las 

Vegas 73
Wednesday, Oct. 18: New York at 

Las Vegas, TBD
x-Friday, Oct. 20: Las Vegas at New 

York, TBD

HOCKEY
NHL

Saturday’s Games
Ottawa 5, Philadelphia 2
Winnipeg 6, Florida 4
Detroit 6, Tampa Bay 4
Boston 3, Nashville 2
Columbus 5, N.Y. Rangers 3
Pittsburgh 5, Calgary 2
Montreal 3, Chicago 2
Toronto 7, Minnesota 4
N.Y. Islanders 3, Buffalo 2
St. Louis 2, Seattle 1, SO
Vegas 4, Anaheim 1
Vancouver 4, Edmonton 3
Carolina 6, Los Angeles 5, SO
Colorado 2, San Jose 1, SO

Sunday’s Games
Ottawa 5, Tampa Bay 2
Anaheim 6, Carolina 3

Monday’s Games
Arizona at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Calgary at Washington, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Florida at New Jersey, 7 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
Vancouver at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.
Minnesota at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Arizona at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Buffalo, 7:30 p.m.
Edmonton at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Colorado at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Carolina at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.
Dallas at Vegas, 10:30 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Washington at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
Postseason Baseball Glance

x-if necessary
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(Best-of-7)
American League
Texas 1, Houston 0
Sunday, Oct. 15: Texas 2, Houston 0
Monday, Oct. 16: Texas (Eovaldi 

12-5) at Houston (Valdez 12-11), 4:37 
p.m. (Fox, FS1)

Wednesday, Oct. 18: Houston at 
Texas, 8:03 p.m. (FS1)

Thursday, Oct. 19: Houston at 
Texas, 8:03 p.m. (FS1)

x-Friday, Oct. 20: Houston at Texas, 
5:07 p.m. (FS1)

x-Sunday, Oct. 22: Texas at Hous-
ton, 8:03 p.m. (FS1)

x-Monday, Oct. 23: Texas at Hous-
ton, 8:03 p.m. (Fox, FS1)

National League
(All Games on TBS)
Monday, Oct. 16: Arizona (Gallen 

17-9) at Philadelphia (Wheeler 13-6), 
8:07 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 17: Arizona (Kelly 
12-8) at Philadelphia (Nola 12-9), 
8:07 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 19: Philadelphia 
(Suárez 4-6) at Arizona (Pfaadt 3-9), 
5:07 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 20: Philadelphia at Ari-
zona, 8:07 p.m.

x-Saturday, Oct. 21: Philadelphia at 
Arizona, 8:07 p.m.

x-Monday, Oct. 23: Arizona at Phila-
delphia, 5:07 p.m.

x-Tuesday, Oct. 24: Arizona at 
Philadelphia, 8:07 p.m.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Goods & services 
directory

News-Banner Scoreboard

MONDAY, OCT 16
No events scheduled
TUESDAY, OCT 17
No events scheduled
WEDNESDAY, OCT 18
No events scheduled

THURSDAY, OCT 19
No events scheduled
FRIDAY, OCT 20
FOOTBALL: (sectional quarterfinal) Delta at 

Norwell, 7 p.m.; Bluffton at Alexandria Monroe, 
7 p.m.; North Miami at  Southern Wells, 7 p.m.

High School Calendar

Wenger gets 1,000th assist
Norwell senior Marlee Wenger (No. 17, middle) holds her sign following recognition of 
reaching 1,000 assists during the sectional semi-final game Saturday at Norwell. (Photo by 
Chad Kline)

By MARK LONG 
AP Pro Football Writer
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. 

(AP) — Trevor Lawrence 
walked through the locker 
room and to the postgame 
podium without a limp or any-
thing on his injured left knee.

It was the latest positive 
sign for a franchise that sud-
denly looks like a legit con-
tender in the AFC.

Lawrence threw for two 
touchdowns before leav-
ing late, Travis Etienne ran 
for a pair of scores and the 
Jacksonville Jaguars beat 
Indianapolis 37-20 on Sun-
day for their third consecu-
tive victory. It was the Colts’ 
ninth straight road loss in 
the series.

Coming off back-to-back 
victories overseas, the Jag-
uars (4-2) spent all week 
hoping to avoid a “London 
hangover.” They responded 
with their most lopsided vic-
tory of the season.

Lawrence’s injury damp-
ened the celebration, espe-
cially with a Thursday night 
game at New Orleans loom-
ing, but the Jaguars feel like 
they now know who they 
are and how to win in 2023.

“I think it’s a glimpse 
of what we can be,” coach 
Doug Pederson said. “There 
are still some areas that we 
have to clean up, obviously. 
The team really in these last 
three weeks kind of figured 

some things out, figured out 
who we are as a football 
team. That’s exciting to see. 
They really embraced that.”

Pederson defended the 
play call that ended with 
Lawrence getting sacked and 
injured. Lawrence twisted 
his knee with 3:10 remain-
ing and Jacksonville up 14 
points, raising questions 
about whether he should 
have been on the field or 
why he was passing on third 
down in field-goal range.

Lawrence rolled left and 
was sacked by Samson Ebu-
kam for a 17-yard loss. He 
was slow to get up.

“Look, is there a little 
bit of risk there to run your 
quarterback? Yes,” Pederson 
said. “But at the same time, 
the reward is you get the 
first down, and you stay on 
the field and ice the game in 
those situations. Definitely 
wouldn’t change the scenar-
io or the situation. We can 
coach that a little bit better 
and ask him maybe to go 
down a little bit sooner.”

Lawrence got checked out 
on the sideline and stayed on 
the field for postgame hand-
shakes and interviews.

“I’m feel ing OK,” 
he said. “Going to get it 
checked out tonight and see 
what’s going on. I feel pretty 
good, walking around all 
right. Can’t really say much 
now. I want to make sure 

everything checks out.”
The Jaguars pretty much 

had the victory in hand by 
the third quarter when Law-
rence connected with rookie 
tight end Brenton Strange 
for a 10-yard strike and put 
Jacksonville ahead 31-6.

Lawrence also found Chris-
tian Kirk for a 29-yard score in 
the second. Etienne scored on 
runs of 2 and 22 yards early in 
the same quarter.

The Colts (3-3) had 
hoped to end a head-scratch-
ing road skid against Jack-
sonville that started in 2015. 
But Gardner Minshew, 
getting the start in place 
of injured rookie Anthony 
Richardson, turned the ball 
over four times in his return 
to Jacksonville.

“It’s definitely tough to 
come back here and play 
like that,” said Minshew, a 
sixth-round draft pick by the 
Jags in 2019.

Minshew fumbled once 
and threw three intercep-
tions. He completed 33 of 55 
passes for 329 yards, with a 
touchdown to Josh Downs. 
All of the INTs were thrown 
almost directly at defenders, 
surely reminding Jaguars 
fans of his limitations that 
showed up while losing his 
final seven starts in 2020.

Jacksonville now leads the 
NFL with 15 takeaways, with 
Josh Allen forcing the early 
fumble and three picks.

Jaguars beat Minshew and the 
Colts for their 9th consecutive 
home victory in the series
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Friendship ends without explanation
Dear Annie: Earlier this year, my 

good friend ended our friendship. 
She told me via text that our friend-
ship has run its course because I con-
tinue to cross boundaries, and she 
asked that I never reach out to her 
again.

It all started when I asked her if 
she wanted to go with me to a con-
cert. We had gone to one prior to this 
one, and we had an awesome time. 
So I figured, let’s go to another one. 
She never got back to me. No calls or 
text back. Then I heard she got a job 
somewhere else at a restaurant and 
called her to find out, and still noth-
ing. I got concerned because she had 
told me that she goes through depres-
sion and she stays away for a while 
until she gets over it.

As a last resort, I called her at 
work, and it turned out she didn’t get 
another job after all. I left a message 
for her to call me back. She texted 
me and said that calling her at work 
was out of line and that our friend-
ship was over.

This hit me big time. I was dev-
astated, depressed and confused. We 
had become good friends and had 
a lot of good memories together, 
and I felt that it was all for noth-
ing. I explained that I got anxious 
and called her at work, but she said 
my asking for her was unaccept-
able. A couple of months later, I did 
reach out to her again. I kept the 
message simple. I just told her that I 
missed her and still think about her. 
Her reply was, “Who is this?” She 
removed me from her contacts. That 
was the only time I reached out to 
her.

Since then, I’ve been hurt and con-

fused about what 
happened. I feel 
stuck with my 
decisions about 
this. Should I 
give it more 
time? Reach out 
to her again to 
fix this, or just 
move on? Of all 
the friends who 
have been in my 
life, she stands 
out the most. — Old Soul

Dear Old Soul: At this point, you 
should cut your losses and move on. 
Remember the good times and know 
that you can create other good times 
with a friend who wants to create 
memories with you. You were kind to 
be concerned about your friend when 
she told you she gets depressed, and 
you checked on her. But once you 
found out that she was OK and didn’t 
want you checking, then you MUST 
respect her space. 

As much as it hurts, know that 
when one door closes, another opens, 
and start to make space for new 
friendships and experiences. Also, try 
to manage your anxiety with the help 
of a therapist instead of reacting and 
jumping to assumptions about worse-
case scenarios. Best of luck to you.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheat-
ing Partner?”features favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation. It is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

We must accept Him 
and obey His Word
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Believers Among Us: A 
Life Reborn 

Our Jewish 
Roots 

TCT Today Newsw-
atch 

Prop. Conn James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Rabbi 
Lapin 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel
"B&B" (N) 

Jeopardy!
(N) 

The Price Is Right at 
Night (N) 

Lotería Loca "¡Más 
Dinero!" (N) 

NCIS "Old Wounds" Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) Comics 
Unleashed 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Criminal Minds "Inner 
Beauty" 

Criminal Minds "Devil's 
Backbone" 

FBI "Brother's Keeper" FBI "Fathers and Sons" FBI "Short Squeeze" FBI "Trigger Effect" FBI "Straight Flush" FBI "All That Glitters" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

NFL Football Dallas Cowboys at Los Angeles Chargers The Chargers return 
from their bye week to play the Cowboys on Monday Night Football. (L) (N) 

(:15) ABC21 News at 11 (N) (:50) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

The Voice The coaches continue their search for 
the best undiscovered voice in America. (N) 

The Irrational "Zero 
Sum" (N) 

News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Noel 
Cowards" 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) FBoy "This Is Gonna Be 

a Good Season" (SP) (N) 
FBoy Island "I Care, 
Bro" (N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Antiques "Vintage Las 
Vegas 2021 Hour 2" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Matters of 
Mind 

Buffalo A look at how America's national mammal 
was driven to the brink of extinction. (N) 

Buffalo A look at how America's national mammal 
was driven to the brink of extinction. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Antiques "Vintage Las 
Vegas 2021 Hour 2" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Buffalo A look at how America's national mammal 
was driven to the brink of extinction. (N) 

Buffalo A look at how America's national mammal 
was driven to the brink of extinction. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Kitchen Nightmares (N) Special Forces: World's 
Toughest Test (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Mr. & Mrs. 
Castle" 

Castle "Tone Death" Castle "Witness for the 
Prosecution" 

Castle "Dead Red" Castle "The Blame 
Game" 

(:05) Castle "And Justice 
for All" 

(:05) Castle "The G.D.S." Castle "Fidelis Ad 
Mortem" 

FX  24 132 136 148 Movie <++ Knight and Day (‘10) Cameron Diaz, Tom Cruise. Once /(:10) <++ The Proposal (‘09) Sandra Bullock. (:40) <++ The Proposal (‘09) Ryan Reynolds, Sandra Bullock. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Charmed "The Fourth 
Sister" 

Charmed Charmed "The Witch Is 
Back" 

Charmed "Wicca Envy" Charmed "Feats of 
Clay" 

Villains "Welcome to 
the House of Villains" 

E! News
(N) 

Charmed "The 
Wendigo" 

Charmed 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++ Jack Reacher (2012, Action) Rosamund Pike, Robert Duvall, Tom Cruise. <++ Jack Reacher: Never Go Back 
(‘16) Cobie Smulders, Tom Cruise. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
Countdown The ESPN NFL crew provides an in-depth 
look at Monday's game, as well as reviews of Sunday's ..

NFL Football Dallas Cowboys at Los Angeles Chargers The Chargers return 
from their bye week to play the Cowboys on Monday Night Football. (L) (N) 

(:15) 
Postgame 

SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter ESPN Films ESPN Films Baseball Mon. Blitz 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line The Rally (N) NBA Basketball Atlanta Hawks at Indiana Pacers From 

Gainbridge Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. (L) (N) 
NBA Basketball Atlanta Hawks at Indiana Pacers
From Gainbridge Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. 

Sports 
Stars 

World Poker Tour 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Chicago Fire "Halfway 
to the Moon" 

Chicago Fire "Last 
Chance" 

Chicago Fire WWE Monday Night RAW The superstars of the WWE square off in the ring 
and behind the scenes. (L) (N) 

Hot Wheels: Ultimate 
Challenge (N) 

Chicago Fire "Light 
Things Up" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Contraband "A Double-
Bust Kind of Day" 

Contraband "Seven 
Million Dollar Seizure" 

Contraband: Seized
"Fighting Words" 

Contraband "Babies, 
Hard Drugs and Carrots"

Contraband: Seized at 
the Border (N) 

Contraband "New 
Methods, Old Lies" 

Contraband: Seized
"You've Got Meth" 

Contraband "Babies, 
Hard Drugs and Carrots" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Last Resort Last Resort 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day: Other (N) Last Resort (N) 90 Day: Other (N) Welcome to Plathville 90 Day Fiancé: Other 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
(4:00) Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens "The 

Lost City of Peru" 
Ancient Aliens "Aliens 
and the Presidents" 

Aliens "Edgar Cayce: 
The Sleeping Prophet" 

Ancient The debris falling to Earth may have originated 
from other star systems & may even be artificial. 

(:05) Ancient Aliens
"The Galactic Keyhole" 

(:05) Ancient Aliens 
"Interstellar Fallout" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 "The Code" First 48 "Devil's Trail" The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) First 48 "The Code" 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < A Picture of Her 
(‘23) Rhiannon Fish. 

< The Perfect Catch (2017, Romance) Andrew 
Walker, Chance Hurstfield, Nikki Deloach. 

< Field Day (2023, Comedy) Benjamin Ayres,
Shannon Chan-Kent, Rachel Boston. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(:05) <++ Saw (2004, Horror) Danny Glover, Monica Potter,
Cary Elwes. 

<++ Saw II (2005, Horror) Tobin Bell, Shawnee 
Smith, Donnie Wahlberg. 

<++ Saw III (2006, Horror) Shawnee Smith, Bahar Soomekh,
Tobin Bell. 

SurrealEstate "Truth in 
Advertising" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Pregame MLB Baseball All the latest action from Major League Baseball. Postseason Reel-Kenny American 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
<+++ Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017, Sci-Fi) Carrie Fisher, Adam Driver,
Mark Hamill. 

(:15) <++ Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (2019, Sci-Fi) Mark Hamill,
Adam Driver, Carrie Fisher. 

(:20) <++ Terminator: Dark Fate (‘19) Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Mackenzie Davis, Linda Hamilton. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:00) < 
People Un... 

<++ Firestarter (1984, Horror) Drew Barrymore, George C. 
Scott, David Keith. 

<++ Christine (1983, Horror) John Stockwell,
Alexandra Paul, Keith Gordon. 

<++++ The Exorcist (1973, Horror) Linda Blair, Max von 
Sydow, Ellen Burstyn. 

(:45) Daryl 
Dixon 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:00) Baseball League Division Series: Teams TBA
All the latest action from Major League Baseball. 

Postgame
(L) (N) 

NHRA Drag Racing Texas NHRA FallNationals From Ennis, Tex. 2024 UEFA Euro Qualifying Greece vs. 
Netherlands Group B. 

UEFA Qual. 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Kids Today" 9-1-1 "Sink or Swim" 9-1-1 "The Searchers" 9-1-1 "Triggers" 9-1-1 "Rage" 9-1-1 "Monsters" 9-1-1 "Athena Begins" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Halloween Wars Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Halloween Baking Halloween Baking (N) Halloween Cookie (N) The Big Bake (N) Halloween Baking 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck (N) Below Deck Mediterranean (N) Couch Talk Below Deck House of Villains 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob < Movie Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 (4:25) < Toy Story 3 (:15) <+++ Frozen (‘13) Kristen Bell. Once (N) /(:10) <+++ Frozen II (‘19) Kristen Bell. Ladybug Ladybug Villains Villains Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:20) <++ Goosebumps 2: Haunted 
Halloween (‘18) Madison Iseman. 

(:25) <+++ Monsters, Inc. (2001, Animated)
Voices of Billy Crystal, Mary Gibbs, John Goodman. 

< Movie (N) /(:40) <+++ Monsters University (2013, 
Animated) Voices of John Goodman, Steve Buscemi, Billy Crystal.

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
<+++ The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (2001, 
Fantasy) Ian McKellen, Liv Tyler, Elijah Wood. 

<++ The Last Stand (‘13) Forest 
Whitaker, Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

(:50) To Be Announced (:10) <+++ American Sniper (2014, War) Sienna 
Miller, Jake McDorman, Bradley Cooper. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(3:45) <+++ Gone Girl 
(‘14) Ben Affleck. 

(:15) <++ Limitless (2011, Thriller) Robert De Niro,
Abbie Cornish, Bradley Cooper. 

<++ Greta (‘18) Chloë Grace 
Moretz, Isabelle Huppert. 

(:40) <++ Antitrust (2001, Thriller) Rachael Leigh 
Cook, Claire Forlani, Ryan Phillippe. 

< Leatherface (‘17) Stephen Dorff, 
James Bloor, Sam Strike. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:30) 
Deadlocked 

<+++ Malcolm X (1992, History) Angela Bassett, Albert Hall, Denzel Washington. Billions "Enemies List" Why Women Kill
"Dangerous Intruder" 

<+++ X (2022, Horror) Jenna Ortega, Martin 
Henderson, Mia Goth. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:00) < 
Zeroville 

(:40) <+++ Uncut Gems (2019, Thriller) LaKeith Stanfield, Julia 
Fox, Adam Sandler. 

<+++ Blazing Saddles (‘74) Gene 
Wilder, Cleavon Little. (P) 

(:40) < Fatal Instinct (‘14) Richard 
Burgi, Drew Fuller, Ivan Sergei. 

(:10) <++ The Watermelon Woman
(‘96) Guinevere Turner, Cheryl Dunye. 

(:35) <+ 
Jade 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: There are some 
who teach that testify-
ing to the reality of Jesus 
Christ (as presented in 
the Bible) makes some-
one a Christian. If this is 
true, why did the Roman 
emperor Julian try to 
topple the Christian 
faith, yet testified to the 
validity of Jesus? – T.C.

A: Negative histori-
cal documents carry evi-
dence of the truth and 
power of Jesus Christ. 
The fourth-century 
Roman emperor named 
Julian the Apostate 
opposed Christians and 
wrote of them dispar-
agingly, but even his 
insults bear witness. 
“Jesus … having done 
nothing in His lifetime 
worthy of fame, unless 
anyone thinks it is a very 
great work to heal lame 

and blind people and 
exorcise demoniacs 
… these impious 

Galileans not only feed 
their own poor, but ours 
also; welcoming them 
into their [love].”

The Athenian philoso-
pher Socrates lived four 
centuries before Jesus 
and was engaged in the 
pursuit of truth. His most 
famous quote is, “I know 
that I know nothing.” 
One writer has noted 
that “Socrates taught 
for 40 years, Plato for 
50, Aristotle for 40, and 
Jesus for only three. Yet 
the influence of Christ’s 
three-year ministry infi-
nitely transcends the 
impact left by the com-
bined 130 years of teach-
ing from these men who 
were among the great-
est philosophers of all 
antiquity.” This opinion 
echoes that of Augustine 
in the fourth century: “I 

have read in Plato and 
Cicero sayings that are 
very wise and very beau-
tiful; but I never read in 
either of them, ‘Come 
unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden.’”

Jesus asked His disci-
ples this question, “‘Who 
do men say that I am?’ 
… Peter answered and 
said to Him, ‘You are the 
Christ.’” (Mark 8:27–
29). We must ask our-
selves, “Do we belong to 
Jesus Christ the Savior?” 
It is more than recog-
nizing the existence of 
Jesus; we must accept 
Him and obey His Word 
(see 1 John 1:9; 2:3–5).

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

Notice ServiceS
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

MILLER'S U-STOR We have
clean, secure storage units
available. Various sizes.
260-824-4141. Miller U-Stor,
1118 W. Silver, Bluffton, IN.

employmeNt
Help Wanted

EMSHWILLER & EMSH-

WILLER is looking for an of-
fice assistant to join our team.
Seasonal help - January thru
May of each year. Responsible
for performing a range of cleri-
cal and administrative tasks to
support daily operations in an
office setting. Ideal candidate
would be good at organizing,
multi-tasking & taking direc-
tion. To apply for this position,
please send resume to
sharedadmin@emshwiller.net
(EAP2)

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery Numbers
Saturday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 01-14-27-39-

44
Cash4Life — 08-12-23-

42-43, Cash Ball: 04
Lotto Plus — 02-10-18-

20-37-43
Quick Draw Midday — 

03-04-05-07-08-17-18-29-
34-38-52-55-62-64-67-68-
70-75-77-79, BE: 64

Daily Three-Midday — 
05-01-06, SB: 04

Daily Three-Evening — 
04-03-06, SB: 06

Daily Four-Midday — 
08-00-02-06, SB: 04

Daily Four-Evening — 
03-09-02-03, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening 
— 01-03-06-07-09-15-27-
29-32-35-37-50-57-61-63-
66-68-74-75, BE: 75

Hoosier Lotto — 34-35-
43-44-45-46

Powerball
14-16-42-48-64; Power-

ball: 14; Power Play: 2X

Sunday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 02-11-19-27-

45
Cash4Life — 03-06-11-

15-17, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 

02-04-08-09-11-1-21-25-
26-27-30-32-37-42-49-51-
59-64-67-80, BE: 32

Daily Three-Midday — 
04-05-04, SB: 02

Daily Three-Evening — 
08-04-07, SB: 02

Daily Four-Midday — 
01-05-00-05, SB: 02

Daily Four-Evening — 
05-09-07-09, SB: 02

Quick Draw Evening 
— 14-19-23-24-25-27-28-
36-38-40-50-51-59-61-67-
69-70-74-76-78, BE: 36

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $39.2 million

MEga MILLIOnS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday): $69 million
POwERbaLL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $34 million
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711
or email: careers@swissvillage.org

EOE

Now Seeking: Healthcare Hostess
Swiss Village is seeking an individual to work Part-Time as a Healthcare 

Hostess. This position will be 2-3 days per week, 4pm-7pm, with a weekend 
rotation. Weekend hours will be 2pm-5pm on Saturdays and Sundays. 

This position is responsible for assisting the healthcare sta�  by providing 
non-medical support services, including passing linens, snacks, and ice 

waters.  Candidates must be at least 15 years old, have an interest in nursing 
services, and be able to communicate e� ectively with sta�  and residents.

 1350 W. Main St.
 Berne, IN 46711

 589-3173
 www.swissvillage.org

Berne, IN

BIDDING STARTS CLOS-
ING OCTOBER 17 START-
ING AT 6 P.M. EST - Ronald 
L Franke estate, owner. Real 
estate 6 p.m.: 812 sf, full base-
ment, 2 bed, 2 full bath, 14’x22’ 
detached garage, .29 acre 
lot, Fort Wayne Community 
School, Wayne Township, Allen 
County. Personal property 6:30 
p.m.: 2006 Chevy Monte Carlo 
SS, 105k miles, household, 
tools, riding lawn mower, fur-
niture, collectibles, more! Pick 
up: Oct. 18, 3-6 p.m., 930 Irene 
Ave., Fort Wayne. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 
Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 
22 - (Online Only Auction) 
- Michael & Jane Michaud, 
seller. Gravely zero turn rid-
ing mower, 2018 Family Farm 
Home single axle utility trailer, 
Craftsman portable air com-
pressor, Craftsman & DeWalt 
power tools, late model appli-
ances, antique furniture, 
assorted household, Christ-
mas decorations, Berkley fish-
ing boat w/14’ trailer, assorted 
fishing. Preview: Oct. 19 from 
3 p.m.-6 p.m., 1791 W 1000 
S, Warren. Sale managers, 
Patrick Carter & Nick Huffman. 
The Steffen Group Inc., www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
OCTOBER 22-OCTOBER 
27 - (Online Only Auction) 
- Michael & Jane Michaud, 
seller. Single story home situ-
ated on 4.55 Acres w/outbuild-
ings. 3 bedroom and 2 full 
bathrooms with 1,880 square 
foot and an attached 2 car 
garage. Open houses: Oct. 19 
from 3-6 p.m., Oct. 26 from 4-6 
p.m., 1791 W 1000 S, Warren. 
Pat Carter & Nick Huffman, 
sale managers. The Steffen 
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 22- OCTOBER 
29 - (Online Only Auction) - 
Harvey E. & Wilma D. King, 
seller. H&D Repair Center & 
Body Shop retirement auction. 
Automotive & body shop equip-
ment, pickup truck, tractor, car, 
Rotary Lift 9,000-lb. capac-
ity 2-post hydraulic lift, mower. 
Preview: Oct. 19 from 3 p.m.-6 
p.m. and Oct. 26 from 3 p.m.-
6 p.m., 300 Standard Oil Blvd., 
Montpelier. Sale manager, Pat-
rick Carter, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
OCTOBER 27 - 8 a.m. - 
Secured creditors & various 
consignors, owners. 815 
Adams St., Decatur. Truck & 
equipment auction. Live and 
online bidding. 700+ lots! 
100+/- municipal units! 2012-
2014 Freightliner M2106 box 
trucks, dump trucks, day cabs, 
sleepers, utility trucks, bucket 
trucks, utility & semi trailers, 
SUV’s, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pick-
ups, 100+ various skid steer 
attachments & more! Cargo & 
passenger vans, large group of 

Chevy Impalas, Tahoes, Dodge 
Chargers, more! Selling abso-
lute! Accepting consignments! 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING NOVEM-
BER 5 STARTING AT 4 PM 
EST - Randy Rossman, 
owner and multiple consign-
ors. Online only consignment 
auction. 1,000+ lots! Featuring 
furniture, household items, col-
lectibles, antiques, tools, guns, 
& much more! Auction preview: 
Nov. 2, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm St., 
Decatur. Pick up times: Nov. 6, 
1-6 p.m. & Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-noon, 
3 pick up locations in Decatur. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.
 

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA  )

 ) SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS )

 IN THE WELLS
 CIRCUIT COURT
 CAUSE NUMBER:
 90C01-2309-JC-000043

IN THE MATTER OF:
SG - DOB 11/9/2022
A CHILD ALLEGED TO BE
A CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES
AND
STEPHEN BUTT (FATHER)
MIMI GROFF (MOTHER) AND
ANY UNKNOWN ALLEGED 
FATHERS

 SUMMONS FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION & NOTICE

 OF CHILD IN NEED OF
 SERVICES HEARING

TO: Any Unknown Alleged Father
 Whereabouts unknown
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

to Any Unknown Alleged Fathers, 
whose whereabouts are unknown, 
that the Indiana Department of 
Child Services has filed its Veri-
fied Petition Alleging the child to 
be in Need of Services, in accor-
dance with I.C. 31-34-9-3, and that 
an adjudication hearing has been 
scheduled with the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED to appear before the 
Judge of the Wells Circuit Court, 
102 Market Street, Bluffton, IN 
46714 - 260-824-6485 for a(n) Fact 
Finding Hearing on 11/30/2023 at 
1:00 PM.

At said hearing, the Court will 
consider the Petition and evidence 
thereon and will render its decision 
as to whether the above named 
minor child is child in need of ser-
vices and shall enter adjudication 
accordingly. Your failure to appear 
after lawful notice will be deemed 
as your default and waiver to be 
present at said hearing.

UPON ENTRY OF SAID 
ADJUDICATION, A DISPOSI-
TIONAL HEARING will be held in 
which the Court will consider (1) 
Alternatives for the care, treatment, 
or rehabilitation for the child; (2) 
The necessity, nature, and extent 
of your participation in the program 
of care, treatment, or rehabilitation 
for the child; and (3) Your finan-
cial responsibility for any services 
provided for the parent, guardian 
or custodian of the child including 
child support.

YOU MUST RESPOND by 
appearing in person or by an attor-
ney within thirty (30) days after the 
last publication of this notice, and 
in the event you fail to do so, an 
adjudication on said petition, judg-
ment by default may be entered 
against you, or the court may pro-
ceed in your absence, without fur-
ther notice.

Beth Davis
 Clerk
Lauren D. Henry, 33788-18
Attorney, Indiana Department 

of Child Services
325 S. Oak St.
Winchester, IN 47394
Office: 765-625-0702

nb 10/16, 10/23, 10/30
hspaxlp

Village Green
Apartments

224 E Vine St.
Montpelier, IN 47359

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider”

Water, Sewer and
Weekly Trash Removal 

included in rent.
Rental Assistance 
Available for those 

who qualify

260-563-1342
TTY 711

1 & 2 Bedroom 
Units Available

  

●Visit our website www.fcc-na.com      
● Apply in person 
 
 
 
 

FCC (Adams) is a World Leader 
in clutch technology.   
 
 
- An equal opportunity employer - 

 

T��� �� �����! 1-866-902-0138

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

SEMI-ANNUAL GARAGE

SALE, Thurs. & Fri., Oct. 19 &
20, 8a-6p, Sat., Oct. 21, $6
bag day, 8a-2p. Ossian United
Methodist Church, 201 W. Mill
St., Proceeds to United
Methodist Women projects.

HUGE FLEA MARKET and
church bake sale, Chester
Center Church, 9009 S 300 W,
Poneto (across from Southern
Wells HS), Thursday, Oct. 19,
Friday, Oct. 20, Saturday, Oct.
21, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Craft
items, honey, antiques, sad-
dles, toilets, barrels, col-
lectibles, wide variety of items,
misc. Pies, cookies, breads,
pretzels, noodles.

HELOISE HINT: Be sure to 
send lots of invitations out 
for your garage sale. Invite 
your friends, neighbors and 
the parents of your children’s 
friends, too. Don’t forget mem-
bers of your church or social 
clubs. Write to Heloise, P.O. 
Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 
78279-5001.

 News-Banner

Notices
ONE STOP SHELL! New
Owners! Krispy Krunchy
Chicken-freshly made, perfect-
ly Cajun. It's delicious! All new-
Hot Stuff Pizzas. Perfect for
any day of the week! Get Free
fountain drink with purchase of
family chicken meal, breakfast
pizza or breakfast sandwich-
offer good through November
1st. We look forward to seeing
you soon! 1303 South Main-
Bluffton. (EAP2)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award – 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
844-229-7933 (I)

FOLLOW US 
ON TWITTER!

twitter.com/newsbanner

LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD 
products from AceWellness. 
We guarantee highest qual-
ity, most competitive pricing on 
CBD products. Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. Cou-
pon Code: PRINT20 Call Now 
833-226-3105 (I)

For Sale
5 for $5

EARN EXTRA CASH by sell-
ing your "unwanted" items dur-
ing the month of October. A 20
-word, line classified ad for five
days is only $5! For Sale Items
Only. Excludes Garage Sales.
Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office, 125 N. Johnson
St., 260-824-0224, or place
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

HELOISE HINT: Be profes-
sional at work. Don’t share too 
much personal information. 
Stay away from office gossip. 
Be careful expressing political 
or religious views. Fax Heloise 
@ 210-HELOISE (435-6473).

Read & recycle

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711
or email: careers@swissvillage.org

EOE

Now Seeking: Kinder Haus Daycare
Kinder Haus Daycare at Swiss Village is now seeking a Full-Time Team 
Teacher to work 32+ hours/week! Varied hours from 6am-5pm M-F. 
Responsibilities include providing high quality childcare services and 

assisting the Lead Teacher with supervision of the classroom. Must 
have a high school diploma or GED and be at least 18 years of age. 

Strong desire to work with children required. Educational background 
in early childhood is preferred.

 1350 W. Main St.
 Berne, IN 46711

 589-3173
 www.swissvillage.org

Berne, IN



Schools near a Maui wildfire burn zone are beginning to reopen

LAHAINA, Hawaii (AP) 
— Children take their places 
at folding tables on a church 
patio several miles from 
where their school burned 
down. Plastic tubs hold 
brand new textbooks quick-
ly shipped from a publisher. 
Recess is on the resort golf 
course across the street.

The wind-driven wild-
fire that leveled the historic 
Maui town of Lahaina this 
summer displaced many 
pupils not just from their 
homes, but from their 
schools, forcing their fami-
lies and education officials 
to scramble to find other 
ways to teach them.

Now, more than two 
months after the Aug. 8 wild-
fire killed at least 98 people, 
the three public schools that 
survived are set to reopen this 
week, posing an emotional 
crossroads for traumatized 
children and their families 
as they decide whether to go 
back to those campuses or 
continue at the other schools 
that took them in.

Some parents said they 
won't send their children 

back because they worry 
the fire left toxins behind, 
despite assurances from 
education officials that the 
campuses are safe.

"I'm feeling optimistic 
about it and grateful we 
get to go back," said Cailee 
Cuaresma, a 10th-grader at 
Lahainaluna High School. 
"I'm grateful our school is 
still standing."

For the past month, 
Cuaresma has attended 
classes at the makeshift 
campus of Sacred Hearts 
School, a Catholic school 
founded in 1862. Most of 
the school burned down, but 
its leaders quickly got class-
es up and running at Sacred 
Hearts Mission Church 10 
miles away.

Sacred Hearts and other 
private schools across the 
state took in displaced pub-
lic school students, such as 
Cuaresma, while offering 
a year of free tuition. Other 
students bused more than 
45 minutes away to public 
schools on the other side of 
Maui or opted for remote 
classes.

On a recent school day 
at Sacred Hearts' temporary 
site, teachers moved stu-
dents between pockets of 
shade to keep them out of 
the relentless Lahaina sun. 
Principal Tonata Lolesio 
told students assembled on 
cushioned pews in a chapel 
that it might be two years 
before they can return to a 
rebuilt school.

"Pray that it can be soon-
er," she said.

Meanwhile, space limi-
tations require students to 
attend classes on staggered 
days. Workers have been 
readying an adjacent lawn 
for tents allowing at least 
the younger children to 
attend school daily.

Cuaresma sat with a group 
of younger students petting 
a golden retriever comfort 
dog brought in by Assistance 
Dogs of Hawaii. Her home 
survived the fire but her dad 
only recently got his job back 
at a hotel. Being at Sacred 
Hearts was a good opportu-
nity because the work was 
challenging, she said.

One public school in 
Lahaina, King Kame-
hameha III Elementary, 

was destroyed. Pupils from 
there will share space with 
Princess Nāhiʻenaʻena Ele-
mentary, which was closed 
for post-fire cleaning along 
with Lahainaluna High and 
Lahaina Intermediate.

The schools are just 
blocks away from piles of 
potentially dangerous ash, 
prompting concerns from 
parents, but education offi-
cials have said air-quality 
tests show it is safe to 
reopen.

"He is not going to be 
stepping one foot back 
there," said Tiffany Teruya, 
the mother of a Lahaina 
Intermediate eighth-grader.

She and her son, Puʻuwai 
Nahoʻoikaika, have been 
staying in a hotel since their 
apartment building burned 
down. He has been partici-
pating in a Hawaiian immer-
sion program connected to 
Lahaina Intermediate.

After the school closed, 
the program held classes 
outdoors, away from the 
burn zone, and focused on 
cultural learning such as 
making bamboo trumpets 
and working in taro patches.

Teruya doesn't know 

where she will send her son 
once the school reopens 
and the immersion program 
returns to campus, she said.

Debbie Tau's two children 
won't return to their Lahaina 
schools because she also is 
worried the air isn't safe. 

Parents struggle whether to send kids back
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Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumbing Service

#1

•

Get Ready for Winter. 
Call and Schedule a 

Check Up Today!

CO52100004
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WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

Computer Diagnostics and More!

Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

tics and More!

Committed to Serving You Better!

Computer Diagnos
In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

1979 – 2023

2883 E State Road 124, Blu� ton, IN 46714
(260) 824-4929

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.
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Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.

1-800-903-4206

We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Check Us Out 
on Facebook

Hours: Mon-Thurs 7AM-5PM
Fri 7AM-4:30PM • Sat 7AM-11:30AM
260-724-3108 • Fax 260-724-4505

Arnold Lumber Co.

Arnold Lumber Co.

WWW.SADDLEUPMAG.COM(0)©2014 C & C PUBLISHING, INC. • MARCH 2014

425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, IN

AP source: Biden 
considering trip to 
Israel, travel isn’t final 

By AAMER MADHANI 
and MATTHEW LEE 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden is consid-

ering a trip to Israel in the coming days but no travel has 
been finalized, a senior administration official said Sunday.

Biden has staunchly proclaimed his support for Isra-
el, and a trip there would be the firmest signal yet but 
would come amid heightening fears that a looming Israeli 
move into Gaza could spark a wider war with devastating 
humanitarian consequences.

The official could not publicly discuss internal delib-
erations about the potential presidential travel and spoke to 
The Associated Press on condition of anonymity. Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken has already been traveling around 
the Mideast this past week trying to prevent the war with 
Hamas from igniting a broader regional conflict.

But Biden also made his strongest public effort yet to 
restrain Israel after the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas that killed 
more than 1,300 people including at least 30 U.S. citizens, 
warning in an interview with CBS’ 60 Minutes that aired 
Sunday that Israel should not reoccupy Gaza.

“I think it’d be a big mistake,” Biden said. “Look, what 
happened in Gaza, in my view, is Hamas, and the extreme 
elements of Hamas don’t represent all the Palestinian peo-
ple. And I think that it would be a mistake for Israel to occu-
py Gaza again.”

Still, he said, “taking out the extremists ... is a necessary 
requirement.”

Biden and his administration officials have refused to 
criticize Israel or its bombing campaign that has killed civil-
ians in Gaza. But they’ve urged Israel, Egypt and other 
nations to allow for humanitarian aid and supplies into the 
worsening conflict zone.

“I’m confident that Israel is going to act under the rules of 
war,” Biden said in the interview. “There’s standards that dem-
ocratic institutions and countries go by. And I’m confident that 
there’s going to be an ability for the innocents in Gaza to be 
able to have access to medicine and food and water.”

Blinken, meanwhile, heard criticism of Israel’s military 
operation from Egypt President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi. After 
Cairo he traveled on to Jordan and planned to return to Israel 
on Monday, carrying to Israeli leaders the feedback he received 
in a rush of meetings with leaders throughout the Arab world.

Egypt’s state-run media said el-Sissi told Blinken that 
Israel’s Gaza operation has exceeded “the right of self-
defense” and turned into “a collective punishment.”

Blinken told reporters before leaving Egypt that “Israel 
has the right, indeed it has the obligation to defend itself 
against these attacks from Hamas and to try to do what it 
can to make sure that this never happens again.” Mindful of 
the potential human cost in Gaza, Blinken said “the way that 
Israel does this matters. It needs to do it in a way that affirms 
the shared values that we have for human life and human 
dignity, taking every possible precaution to avoid harming 
civilians.’’

Earlier Sunday, the envoy met with Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh, talks that built upon ear-
lier sessions with the leaders of the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain, Qatar, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority.

The marching Tigers
The Bengal Brigade placed twelfth 

in ISSMA Scholastic B Finals 
today at Franklin Central HS. The 

top five bands received placement 
trophies. They are: Fifth — Wash-

ington High School, Fourth — 
Heritage Hills High School, Third 

— Wawasee High School, Second 
— Bosses High School, First — 

Eastern High School.
Above, the Bengal Brigade pre-

forms on the Franklin Center foot-
ball field. At right, the seniors of 

The Bengal Brigade point to their 
2023 sticker on the bands semi 

trailer. (Photos provided)


