
By SYDNEY KENT
The progress Horizon Events has made on its 

annual haunted house is almost as spooky as the 
themed decor lining the Archbold Wilson Park trail. 

Last month, the News-Banner met with Jeff 
Osborn, the president of the local nonprofit, as well as 
additional board members. The group explained the 
upcoming plans for the event, many of which have 
now been brought to fruition.

 “These will all be covered in tarp,” Osborn said 
Wednesday evening, pointing to a row of makeshift 
buildings. “Kids will begin trick or treating along the 
trail until they get up to the haunted house.”

 The trail is currently adorned with skeletons, 
witches, pumpkins, and the names of local businesses 
that have sponsored the event. Some residents have 

even been spotted taking selfies with the larger-than-
life skeleton. More decor is expected to be added. 

Osborn said the nonprofit is currently seeking 
volunteers to help pass out candy at the many candy 
stations along the trail. Businesses are also needed to 
“sponsor a monster” to support the free event. 

Osborn began the now-beloved tradition for his 
children when he was a resident in Huntington. The 
event has significantly evolved over the years with 
the help of the board, volunteers, and members of the 
community. This year is expected to draw the largest 
crowd of kids so far. 

Anyone interested in volunteering, becoming a 
sponsor, or giving a tax-deductible donation to Horizon 
Events should contact Jeff Osborn at 260-307-1134.
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Jess Osborn stands with a skeleton at a portion of the haunted house tucked behind a graveyard. Names of the 
deceased include Noah Escape and Cu Later Allie Gator. (Photos by Sydney Kent)

House full of haunts and candy

Safety First
Above, Nicole Eakright, 

the Carseat Coordinator at 
Family Centered Services, 

(pictured) goes over a 
carseat safety checklist at 

the Spooktacular Safety 
Event Thursday afternoon. 

Eakright has been in the 
position for five years and 
said it is important to her 

that kids in the community 
are safe.

At right, this curious little 
one is good to go after her 
carseat safety check. FCS 
Director of Youth Services, 
Angie Dial, said FCS pro-
vides free carseat safety 

checks all year long. (Pho-
tos by Sydney Kent)

Horizon Events prepares for its annual haunted house  

By DAVE SCHULTZ
MARKLE — Wayne Metals is 

expanding its Markle operations, 
adding a 38,000-square-foot facil-
ity and a fiber laser cell.

The estimated cost for the two 
improvements is an estimated 
$6,750,000, according to docu-
ments filed with the Markle Town 
Council Thursday night. The doc-
uments asked for tax abatement on 
the improvements on a five-year 
basis  — 100 percent the first year 
and going down each year to 85 
percent, 75, 65, and 50 percent.

The three Markle Town Coun-
cil members — Matthew Doss, 
Nick Lund, and Blake Caley — all 
voted in favor of the abatement 
request. 

Wayne Metals was represented 
at Tuesday’s meeting by Andrew 
Wigner, the company’s control-
ler. Chad Kline, Wells County’s 
economic development director, 
also helped present the company’s 
plans and formally request approv-
al of the abatement request.

“We’d like to express our thanks 
to them for their continued invest-
ment,” Kline told the council. Kline 
added that Bluffton-based  Briner 
Building Inc. will construct the $4 
million facility, which will con-
solidate its warehouse and shipping 
operations. The company said it 
expects to have the building, which 
will connect to its current facility at 
400 E. Logan St./U.S. 224, com-
pleted by August of next year.

In a press release, Wayne Met-
als said the second investment will 
be what it called a “state-of-the-art 
fiber laser cell.”

“This strategic investment will 
bolster their competitive edge in 
the market, supporting their vision 
of continued growth and industry 
leadership,” the press release from 
Kline’s office said.

Wayne Metals has three manu-
facturing facilities, two in Markle 
and one in Allen County. The 
company specializes in stamping, 
fabrication, and powder coating.

The company employs 180 
people right now and the invest-
ments are expected to add 10 peo-
ple to the payroll.

“We appreciate our long-stand-
ing partnership with Indiana, Wells 
County, and the town of Markle 
for their unwavering economic 
support and recognize our respon-
sibility as a leader in the commu-
nity now and in the future,” said 
Rollyn Coverdale, Wayne Metals’ 
chief operating officer.

“Wayne Metals has established 
itself as a pioneer and leader in 
stamping, fabrication, and fin-
ishing,” Kline said in his news 
release. “It has been exciting to 
see this company continuing to 
expand its presence in its home-
town through an investment of 
over $4 million in a 38,000-square 
foot building expansion and an 
additional $2.75 million in equip-

Wayne Metals to 
expand with 
new Markle facility

(Continued on Page 2)

Lawmakers push 
for better higher 
education cost

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana lawmakers on Tuesday reviewed the results of a 
“first-of-its-kind” request of higher education cost and debt 
data — and found it lacking.

The data was riddled with holes from institutions unable 
to submit the desired data in the correct format or within the 
narrow timeframe allowed, and peppered with limitations.

“I think we don’t have the data to say anything at this 
point,” said Rep. Jeff Thompson, R-Lizton, at the interim 
study committee on fiscal policy’s sole meeting Tuesday. He 
is vice-chair.

Policymakers should reframe their requests and allot 
more time for data collection, said the nonpartisan agency 

(Continued on Page 2)

Superintendent 
of Markle seeks 
semi-retirement

By DAVE SCHULTZ
MARKLE  — The partial retirement of the town’s super-

intendent, a change in the speed limit on Novae Drive, 
a planned requirement for garage sale permits, and a look 
ahead to potential problems during a solar eclipse on April 
8 were topics of discussion during the Markle Town Council 
meeting Thursday night.

Rick Asher has served as the town’s superintendent for 
40 years, and the emotion showed in his voice. After he 
talked about some other town business, he said, “This is the 
hard part.”

He then said that he had put in for his pension and asked 
the council members — Matthew Doss, Nick Lund, and 
Blake Caley — for permission to work on a part-time basis.

“Instead of coming in and telling the guys we have to do 
(Continued on Page 2)



tasked with conducting the 
analysis.

Legislators also cri-
tiqued the universities for 
declining to present before 
the committee, pointing to 
the institutional represen-
tatives observing silently 
from the back row of the 
room.

Student loan debt down
The interim committee 

asked more than a half-doz-
en public higher education 
institutions for student loan 
debts, alumni salaries, staff 
salaries, program provision 
cost and more.

It made its initial request 
in August and gave the insti-
tutions — including Ivy 
Tech Community College, 
Ball State University and 
multiple Purdue University 
campuses — less than six 
weeks to hand over data in 
mid-September. But they 
worked up to Monday night 
on some elements, Indiana 
Legislative Services Agency 
Fiscal Analyst Austin Spears 
told lawmakers.

Spears cautioned multi-
ple times that the institutions 
often defined and recorded 
metrics differently, compli-
cating his agency’s attempts 
to compare data across insti-
tutions. Small program sizes 
at given degree levels also 
meant small — and volatile 
— sample sizes, he said.

Still the agency found 
that the average Hoosier 

higher education student 
owed less in debt in 2022 
compared to a decade prior, 
even without accounting for 
inflation.

Those who obtained 
short-term certificates from 
Ivy Tech in 2012 owed more 
than $8,000 on average, 
but 2022 graduates owed 
less than $1,000 on aver-
age, according to Spears’ 
slides. Vincennes Univer-
sity reported a drop from 
about $11,000 in loan debt 
to $8,000 during that time 
period.

Students who obtained 
long-term certificates and 
associate degrees in 2022 
also owed less debt on aver-
age compared to 2012, also 
in non-inflation-adjusted 
dollars — except at Ball 
State University.

Spears noted smaller loan 
debt declines for bachelor’s 
degrees, and a “mixed bag” 
for master’s and doctoral 
degrees.

Student costs, staff pay 
disparities

The Legislative Services 
Agency also examined the 
cost to students to com-
plete different degrees, with 
tables noting each institu-
tion’s most and least expen-
sive programs. But even that 
information came with cave-
ats.

Oddly high and low 
dollar amounts — like a 
$40,000 short-term cer-
tification in multimedia 

design at the Indiana Uni-
versity regional campuses 
— prompted Spears to 
warn of possible “data 
issues.”

Ball State wasn’t able to 
provide the data required 
and was excluded, and Vin-
cennes could only offer par-
tial information.

Rep.  Ed DeLaney, 
D- Ind i anapo l i s ,  a l so 
observed that the costs 
reported were “sticker pric-
es.”

“That’s not what every-
one pays,” he said, after 
scholarships.

What students and their 
families actually owe, DeL-
aney said, is “the essential 
question.”

The Legislative Services 
Agency also collected data 
showing massive dispari-
ties between student-facing 
faculty — even excluding 
adjunct educators — and 
administrators.

Spears said formatting 
this information was also 
challenging, as some insti-
tutions may have converted 
faculty pay to full-time sala-
ries differently, and may or 
may not have included other 
benefits in those calcula-
tions.

One school takes 
lawmakers up on offer
Seven institutions sub-

mitted narratives fleshing 
out their data, but just one 
presented before the com-
mittee Tuesday, prompting 

rebuke from some legisla-
tors.

Ivy Tech’s vice president 
of legal and public affairs, 
Mary Jane Michalak, told 
lawmakers the community 
college was working dili-
gently to lower costs beyond 
just tuition and fees.

“That is a huge cost to 
students, and that is a cost 
that is not transparent to stu-
dents when they … sign up 
for a class,” Michalak said. 
She cited research show-
ing that students who can’t 
afford materials often go 
without.
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Wayne Metals expanding Weather
Friday, October 13, 2023

(24-hour observations at 11:54 p.m. Thursday from Fort 
Wayne International Airport)

High: 66; Low: 49; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.24  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: A 10 percent chance of showers after 5 p.m. 

Mostly sunny, with a high near 72. East wind 10 to 15 mph, 
with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Tonight: Showers, with thunderstorms also possible after 
11 p.m. Low around 54. East wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts 
as high as 20 mph. Chance of precipitation is 100 percent. 
New rainfall amounts between a quarter and half of an inch 
possible. 

Saturday: Showers. High near 62. Southeast wind 10 to 
15 mph becoming northwest in the morning. Winds could 
gust as high as 20 mph. Chance of precipitation is 90 per-
cent. New precipitation amounts between a tenth and quar-
ter of an inch possible. 

Saturday Night: A 40 percent chance of showers before 
2 a.m. Cloudy, with a low around 44. Breezy, with a north 
wind 20 to 25 mph. 

Sunday: A 20 percent chance of showers after 2 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 54.

Sunday Night: A 10 percent chance of showers before 8 
p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 40.
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Participating in a groundbreaking ceremony for Wayne Metals’ expansion Tuesday were, left to 
right, Chris Elser and Alex Kellam of Briner Building; Corey Barnard of Fifth Third Bank; Andrew 
Wigner, Tim Dirig, Jerry Henry, Rollyn Coverdale, Rick Skinner, and Jenny Weinley, all of Wayne 
Metals; Matt Doss and Nick Lund of the Markle Town Council; and Chad Kline, Wells County’s 
economic development director. (Photo provided)

ment.”
Doss, president of the 

Markle council, also made 
a statement in the announce-
ment.

“The significant growth 
plans will not only enhance 
production capabilities but 
also create new job opportu-
nities and enhance job secu-
rity for its workforce,” Doss 
said in the press release. 
“This investment reaffirms 
Wayne Metals’ position as a 
first-class employer in Mar-
kle.”

Kline added that based on 
the company’s investment 
and job creation plans, the 
Indiana Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and the 
town of Markle committed 
incentives to support of the 
project.

daves@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Higher education cost
(Continued from Page 1)

something,” Asher said, “I want to just 
ask them ‘Do you need me today?’ If 
they don’t, then I’ll go home.”

The board approved Asher’s 
request for part-time employment 
and expressed its thanks for the work 
he has done and for his willingness 
to continue to work on an as-needed 
basis.

“It’s time to turn things over,” Asher 
said, adding, “I’ve seen a lot of good 
changes.”

“We honor what you’ve done for  
the town,” Doss said.

In other business:
• Town Marshal John Markley 

asked the council to lower the speed 
limit on the Novae Parkway from 
Asher Drive to the town’s north limits. 
The speed limit there has been 55 mph 
since the thoroughfare was annexed to 
the town and Markley asked to knock 
it down to 35. The board members 
approved the measure after suspending 

the rules and passing it on both read-
ings Thursday night.

• A measure sought by the town to 
require permits for garage sales will 
be considered by the council at an 
upcoming meeting. Since the measure 
involves the charging of fees, the rules 
can’t be suspended. The proposed per-
mit fee will be $3 per sale with a maxi-
mum of five sales per year. While no 
permits will be required during the 
community’s spring and fall townwide 
garage sales, they will count against 
the maximum of five sales per year.

• A total eclipse of the sun is expect-
ed to cut across America’s midsection 
on April 8, and Markle is on the north-
ern edge of the 100 percent blockage. 
That’s expected to bring an influx of 
short-term visitors into the town; as 
Caley put it, “We’ll have people spend-
ing a day and a half setting up and get-
ting out of town in 30 minutes.” A plan 
is already in place to have a gathering 
at the Markle Fish and Game Club 

Park with the title “A Total Eclipse of 
the Park.”

• Two letters were read by Doss from 
individual complaining about dogs run-
ning loose in town, but Markley believes 
them to be bogus. Both letters were 
“signed” by people who apparently 
don’t exist, Markley said, and the town 
resident who was the subject of one of 
the letters doesn’t even own a pet.

• Mike Grant, the town’s assis-
tant superintendent, reported that the 
campaign to raise funds for the park 
is close to completion. The council 
approved adding $7,500 to the $2,500 
it had already granted to the project.

• Asher said the town started picking 
up leaves a couple of weeks ago and 
asked residents to place them on the 
sidewalk. “Please be patient with us,” 
he said. “We will pick up your leaves.”

• Trick-or-treating hours in Markle 
will be 5:30 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 
31. 

daves@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Markle superintendent

DETROIT (AP) — A top Ford executive says the com-
pany has reached the limit of how much money it will spend 
to get a contract agreement with the striking United Auto 
Workers union.

Kumar Galhotra, president of Ford Blue, the company's 
internal combustion engine business, told reporters Thurs-
day that Ford stretched to get to the offer it now has on the 
table.

His comments are starkly different from those made 
by UAW President Shawn Fain Wednesday when he 
announced an escalation of the union's strike by walking out 
at Ford's largest and most profitable factory. The apparently 
widening labor rift indicates that Ford and the union may 
be in for a lengthy strike that could cost the company and 
workers billions of dollars.

Fain said on Wednesday that Ford told UAW bargainers 
for nearly two weeks that it would make another counter-
offer on economic issues. But at a meeting called by the 
union, the company didn't increase its previous offer, Fain 
said. "Ford hasn't gotten the message" to bargain for a fair 
contract, Fain said in announcing the walkout by 8,700 
workers at the company's Kentucky Truck Plant in Louis-
ville.

"We've been very patient working with the company on 
this," he said in a video. "They have not met expectations, 
they're not even coming to the table on it."

Galhotra called Ford's offer "incredibly positive" and said 
Ford never indicated to the union that it would be increased.

"We have been very clear we are at the limit," he said 
on a conference call with reporters. "We risk the ability to 
invest in the business and profitably grow. And profitable 
growth is in the best interest of everybody at Ford."

The company has a set amount of money, but is willing 
to move dollars around in a way that might fit the union's 
needs, he said, adding that he still thinks it's possible to 
reach a deal.

On Thursday, Fain hinted at further action against Stel-
lantis.

Ford at spending limit 
to get new contract 
with striking workers



By LESLIE 
BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana earned a “D” 

grade for its “secretive and 
partisan” lawmaker-led 
redistricting in a national 
Coalition Hub for Advance 
Redistricting & Grassroots 
Engagement report released 
Thursday.

I n d i a n a ’s  G e n e r a l 
Assembly — dominated 
by Republican superma-
jorities in each chamber 
— approved new maps in 
October 2021. Shortly after, 
GOP Gov. Eric Holcomb 
signed them into law.

“Redistricting works best 
when people have influence 
over their voting districts,” 
said Julia Vaughn, who 
leads elections watchdog 
Common Cause Indiana, in 
a news release Thursday.

“However, too many 
leaders in Indiana have pri-
oritized their own interests 
over the will of the people, 
which is reflected in our 
grade,” Vaughn continued. 
“Moving forward, it is criti-
cal that we not only make it 
easier for Hoosiers to make 
their voices heard in redis-
tricting but also pass redis-
tricting standards that make 
it more difficult for lawmak-
ers to draw maps driven by 
political concerns instead of 
the public interest.”

CHARGE said it con-
ducted surveys and “hun-
dreds of on-the-ground 
interviews” to create the 
112-page report. The letter 
grades, it said, reflect inter-
viewees’ feedback.

Indiana was one of 13 
states to earn a “D,” “D+” or 

“D-.” Eight had “F”s.
“It’s undeniable that 

manipulation of voting dis-
tricts for political advan-
tage is a direct threat to the 
health of our democracy,” 
said Dan Vicuña, national 
redistricting director for the 
nationwide Common Cause.

“However, that threat 
doesn’t derive from which 
party is up or down at a 
given moment,” he said. “It 
derives from the slicing and 
dicing of communities into 
districts in ways that make it 
impossible for their residents 
to have an effective voice in 
Congress, state legislatures 
and local government.”

Too few cooks
 in the kitchen?

Hoosier lawmakers and 
their advisers draw up con-
gressional and state legisla-
tive districts through bills. 
Indiana Code includes a 
seldom-used politician com-
mission as backup should 
the General Assembly dead-
lock.

Independent redistricting 
commissions with strong 
conflict-of interest protec-
tions are a gold standard for 
CHARGE.

The report declared Indi-
ana’s maps a “clear parti-
san gerrymander” given the 
state’s Republican trifecta.

“Fair maps advocates 
faced an uphill struggle to 
make their voices heard,” 
the report said. “The legis-
lature ultimately drew and 
passed maps that focused 
primarily on maximizing 
the number of districts that 
Republicans would win.”

It said lawmakers “erect-
ed structural barriers” that 

hindered public participa-
tion: few redistricting hear-
ings, meetings during week-
days, on already-completed 
proposals.

But Hoosiers showed up 
in large numbers, the report 
noted, crediting organiz-
ers for building voters into 
a “much greater and more 
vocal presence than before.”

Resident participation
And they won some 

victories, according to the 
report.

The 2011 maps frac-
tured a Fort Wayne apart-
ment complex between four 
Indiana House Districts and 
halved the town of Green-
castle into two Indiana Sen-
ate districts. The 2021 maps 
addressed both.

The report addition-
ally highlighted the Indiana 
Citizens Redistricting Com-
mission, created by Hoo-
sier reform coalition All IN 
for Democracy. The group 
included equal numbers 

of Democrats, Republi-
cans and independents, and 
implemented conflict-of-
interest restrictions to bar 
“political insiders and their 
close relatives” from serv-
ing as commissioners.

They took public input 
to establish district-drawing 
criteria, then led a public 
mapping contest and select-
ed winners to propose to 
lawmakers.

“Although the redistrict-
ing process run by the Gen-
eral Assembly was secretive 
and partisan, this organiz-
ing engaged the public in 
the mapmaking process and 
prevented some communi-
ties from being split,” the 
report said.

It suggested creating 
a “culture of support” for 
such layperson-led redis-
tricting, particularly at the 
local level, and advocating 
for more convenient public 
participation opportunities 
featuring draft maps.

By BARBARA
BARBIERI

Seniors who attended the 
Senior Snippets program 
on a recent Tuesday had a 
video tour of the 20/20 Cus-
tom Molded Plastics plant 
and learned about many of 
the products produced there.

Plant Manager, Matt 
Kovar, was the program pre-
senter along with members 
of his staff — Jade Glover, 
Scott Rinehart, and Lori 
Davis. He explained that the 
plant arrived in Wells Coun-
ty in 2017 and located in the 
former Buckhorn building 

near the Wells County Jail. 
Samples of the plastic 

pellets, in a variety of col-
ors, were passed around. 
The pellets are used to cre-
ate items custom made for 
each client. Recycled mate-
rials can also be used in the 
process.

Among the products 
made at the plant are flower 
pots, floors for port a-pot-
ties, mats for dog training, 
and even Frisbees.

Kovar explained that 
the company is the largest 
in north America for cus-
tom pressure molding and 

that a warehouse has been 
added to the site to allow for 
expansion.

The company began in 

Ohio in 1999 and now has 
an additional plant in Holi-
day City, Ga.

barb@news-banner.com
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Police NotebookPatricia Ann Pfeifer, 83
Patricia Ann Pfeifer, 83, of Bluff-

ton, passed away early Thursday 
morning, Oct. 12, 2023, at Chris-
tian Care Retirement Community 
in Bluffton.

Patricia was born March 21, 
1940 in Streator, Ill. She was raised 
by her grandparents, William and 
Angela (Carney) Weir. She gradu-
ated from Mazon Verona Kinsman 
High School in Mazon, Ill. 

in 1958. Following graduation, 
Patricia worked for Illinois Bell for 
a year, then as the department secretary for Iowa State 
University History, Government and Philosophy Depart-
ment for six years. She then worked in office supply 
sales for 20 years.

On Aug. 23, 1959, Patricia and Garold (Joe) Pfeifer 
were married at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Kins-
man, Ill. Together they celebrated 64 years of marriage.

Survivors include her husband, Joe of Bluffton; their 
children, David (Heidi Barnes) Pfeifer of Columbia, S.C., 
Richard (Jacie) Pfeifer of Murray, and Jennifer (Ben Cruz) 
Esmond of Bluffton; along with nine grandchildren, 
Ryne Pfeifer, Andrew Ewald, Kyle (Dafne) Pfeifer, Justin 
(Jonica) Ewald, Conner Esmond, Madison (Carter) Pfeif-
er, Matthew Ewald, Olivia Esmond, Grant Esmond; and 
two great-grandchildren, Logan and Isabella Pfeifer. She 
is survived by a son-in-law David (Claudia) Ewald.

She is preceded in death by her parents; a daughter 
Lisa Ewald; a daughter-in-law, Lisa Pfeifer; and her half-
siblings, Doug Ely, Don Ely and Denise Steidenger.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11:00 a.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023, at St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
with Father David Violi celebrating mass.

Visitation will take place 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Oct. 18, 2023, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home 
in Bluffton and for one hour prior to mass on Thursday 
at the Church.

Internment will take place at Goodfarm Cemetery in 
Dwight, Ill. at a later time.

Memorials may be made to St. Joseph Catholic 
Church or St. Jude Children’s Hospital.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in 
Bluffton. Friends can send online condolences to the 
family at www.thomarich.com.
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INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 4:17 p.m., 

500 block of Truxton Court. 
Report of an alarm going 
off, nothing found.

Wednesday, 4:53 p.m., 
800 block of South Oak 
Street. Shocking report of 
kids throwing a football. 
Officer advised kids to be 
careful and stay out of oth-
ers yards.

Wednesday, 5:21 p.m., 
Welches  Al l  Vehic le 
Repair. Report of behav-
ioral issues with subject. 
Officer contacted Parkview 
SOS and Bowen Cen-
ter and made subject an 
appointment.

Wednesday, 6:52 p.m., 
Hiday Chrysler. Report of 
man on ground. Man was 
collecting rocks and did not 
appear intoxicated. Advised 
to ask permission.

Wednesday, 9:10 p.m.., 
North Main and West Water 
streets. Welfare check 
requested for man in road. 

Subject was walking on the 
walkway, no issues.

Thursday, 7:03 a.m., 300 
block of East Market Street. 
Report of child out of con-
trol punching hole in wall. 
Mother was displeased with 
the answers she received 
about eviction and told offi-
cers to leave.

Thursday, 12:37 p.m., 
1100 block of South Jersey 
Street. Caller reported scam 
for a job.

County:
Wednesday, 2:08 p.m., 

West 1100 South and South 
300 West, Keystone. Driver 
reported car went off road-
way to avoid collision with 
semi.

Wednesday, 2:53 p.m., 
5900 block of North Main 
Street, Uniondale. Caller 
reported receiving a fraudu-
lent check from someone 
to assist her with starting a 
company.

Wednesday, 4:32 p.m., 
Wells County Courthouse. 
Officer transported subject 

to Wabash.
Wednesday, 10:58 p.m., 

West 500 South and South 
300 West, Bluffton. Report 
of a deer accident, deer alive 
in field and injured. Officer 
put the deer down.

Thursday, 6:53 a.m., 600 
East Ind. 124, Bluffton. 
Report of a deceased deer in 
yard.

Thursday, 7:10 a.m., 
West 100 North and North 
500 West, Bluffton. Caller 
reported hitting a deer with 
vehicle, no damage to vehi-
cle. Deer still alive in area. 
Officer located deer and put 
it down.

Thursday, 8:03 a.m., 
Bluffton Regional Medical 
Center. One woman trans-
ported to Maple Heights.

Thursday, 8:04 a.m., 
2200 East 200 South, 
Bluffton. Caller reported 
abandoned vehicle and 
said homeowner would 
have it towed if it stayed 
too long.

Thursday, 11:20 a.m., 

North Main Street and East 
300 North, Bluffton, Report 
of a vehicle with flat tire on 
side of road.

Ossian:
Wednesday, 2:31 p.m., 

Ind. 224 and 450 East, 
Ossian. Driver cited for 
speeding and warned for no 
license in possession.

ACCIDENTS
County:
Wednesday, 2:08 p.m., 

South 300 West and West 
900 South. Ronald Maddox 
stated he did not see a vehi-
cle approaching and pulled 
his International 9400I into 
the roadway. Lexi Kyle stat-
ed her only action to avoid a 
collision was to drive off of 
the roadway. Kyle’s Nissan 
Altima sustained disabling 
damages, not exceeding 
$10,000.

ARRESTS
Jose Arnulfo Rivera 

Ramos, 23, Indianapo-
lis, operating without ever 
obtaining a license, a Class 
C misdemeanor.

At the last Bluffton Park Department’s Senior Snippets class of 
the series “How is it Made?” the plant manager and staff mem-
bers from the 20/20 Custom Molded Plastics Company came 
to explain the manufacturing process. Pictured left to right are 
Glover, Kovar, Rinehart, and Davis. (Photo by Barbara Barb-
ieri)

Seniors learn about 
custom molded plastics

State Rep. Donna 
Schaibley to retire 
after almost a decade

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Rep. Donna Schaibley, a Republican from Carmel, 
announced Thursday that she will retire after nearly 10 years 
in office.

She’ll complete her current two-year term, but won’t 
seek reelection in 2024. She has served House District 24 — 
parts of Boone and Hamilton counties — since 2014.

“My service in the General Assembly has truly been a 
privilege, and I want to thank my constituents for giving me 
the opportunity to represent them,” Schaibley said in a news 
release.

“During my time in the legislature, we’ve made strong 
progress in lowering the cost of health care for employers 
and patients, as well as infusing much-needed transparency 
and accountability in the health care marketplace,” added 
Schaibley, who has focused much of her legislative efforts 
on health care.

In the most recent legislative session, she authored a bill 
aimed at improving price transparency to drop employer and 
patient costs. Though the complex House Enrolled Act 1004 
faced opposition from large health care systems, it survived 
after lawmakers stripped out or weakened its most debated 
provisions.

The law still creates a task force to oversee the state’s 
largest hospital systems and curbs billing practices that pre-
viously resulted in high hospital-based prices being charged 
for services provided elsewhere.

In 2020, Schaibley authored legislation creating a data-
base consumers can use to compare health care prices and 
quality, in a bid to boost informed decision-making. The All 
Payer Claims Database is expected to be operational in early 
2024.

She’s also authored and contributed to legislation closing 
a loophole in a gun violence prevention law, strengthening 
protective orders for victims of domestic abuse and other 
violence, and enabling families of children with disabilities 
to establish tax-exempt savings accounts for health expens-
es.

“Donna is an incredibly valuable member of our House 
team and she’s taken on tough issues, particularly those 
focused on reducing health care costs for all Hoosiers,” said 
House Speaker Todd Huston, a Republican from Fishers.

“She leads with compassion and always puts the needs 
of her constituents and local communities first, and we will 
miss her leadership at the Statehouse,” Huston added. “I 
look forward to serving with her over the next year as she 
completes her term.”

Schaibley, originally from Floyds Knobs, lives in Carmel 
with her husband John.

She is the second long-serving Carmel Republican to 
announce retirement plans in recent weeks: Rep. Jerry Torr 
will also serve out his term before leaving to focus on his 
career in title insurance.

Several other GOP lawmakers have recently made early, 
mid-term resignations, and another — Sen. Jack Sandlin of 
Indianapolis — unexpectedly died this month.

State redistricting earns ‘D’ in national report card
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Borrowing is expensive again, as anyone who has 
tried to buy a car or home lately can tell you. The inter-
est rate on 10-year Treasury bonds, the benchmark for 
home loans, is hovering around 4.75%, a nearly two-
decade high. This will significantly add to the federal 
government’s expenses and raises the urgency to lower 
the deficit. Interest costs are already the fastest-growing 
part of the budget. Net interest costs — a nonnegotiable 
expense — nearly doubled as a share of federal outlays 
between 2020 and 2023, going from $345 billion, or 
5%, to $660 billion, or 10%. (Defense, by comparison, 
cost $815 billion, or 13%of spending in 2023.)

The higher rates partly reflect the Federal Reserve’s 
necessary campaign against inflation, but they also 
mean that the miracle of compounding is now work-
ing against the country’s fiscal stability. Barring policy 
changes, recent interest rate increases could add $3 
trillion over the next decade to interest costs, accord-
ing to Marc Goldwein, senior policy director for the 
Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget.

In addition to financial danger, there’s irony here: 
While millions of Americans bought or refinanced 
homes at mortgage rates below 4% in recent years and 
locked those cheap rates for 30 years, the U.S. govern-
ment failed to do so. Top Democratic economists such 
as Janet L. Yellen and Lawrence H. Summers urged a 
government borrowing spree during a period of seem-
ingly permanent low interest rates before 2020. They 
argued it was wise to borrow long-term and invest in 
productivity-enhancing infrastructure and education, as 
well as the green transition. The government did indeed 
borrow massively in 2020, but largely to keep busi-
nesses and consumers solvent during the pandemic. The 
Biden administration and Congress have subsequently 
made investments but were unable to lock in low rates 
for decades. The average maturity in the federal debt 
portfolio is about six years, meaning a huge chunk of 
government debt must soon be refinanced at high rates. 
Consider the three-month Treasury bill. The yield on 
that was almost zero in 2021. Now, it’s more than 5%.

There was already a critical need for Congress and 
President Biden to start addressing the long-term fiscal 
situation through some combination of higher taxes, 
moderate expense cuts, and adjustments to Social 
Security and Medicare. We laid out a plan earlier this 
year to stabilize the debt. The sobering new interest-rate 
reality makes it even more pressing. Indeed, the infa-
mous crowding-out effect from large federal debts might 
start making a comeback. Instead of providing capital 
to invest in private business, directly or through the 
stock market, people with extra cash are likely to choose 
to earn high rates on less risky government debt. This 
could hurt U.S. growth. One sign that investor caution, 
and not just Fed policy, is at work: Interest rates on gov-
ernment debt have continued to rise well after the Fed’s 
last hike, which occurred in July.

With the House of Representatives in chaos, perhaps 
the best hope is for a bipartisan group of senators to 
launch a debt commission to generate a plan. It might 
not get taken seriously for a while with the 2024 elec-
tion looming. But if interest costs remain high, so will 
the risks of inaction.

THE WASHINGTON POST
Distributed by The Associated Press
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Hamas attacks Israel - through cartoonists’ eyes...

Interest rates are 
compounding the U.S. debt For all the attention it’s 

getting on social media, the 
least interesting question in 
American politics today is 
who deserves blame for the 
fall of former speaker Kevin 
McCarthy (R-Calif.) and the 
chaos that has engulfed the 
House of Representatives. 
There’s enough blame to go 
around — and, in any case, 
innocence is no protection 
from the consequences.

Obviously, it’s not 
the job of Democrats to rescue the 
ungovernable Republican caucus 
from its worst impulses, nor is it their 
fault that eight members of that cau-
cus decided to stage a pointless rebel-
lion against their own leadership. 
And McCarthy might have rescued 
his speakership if he’d done more 
to court Democratic support. When 
Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.) put forward 
a motion to vacate the speakership, 
McCarthy should probably not have 
just assumed that Democrats 
would help him out — or at 
least, abstain from the vote, 
allowing the majority of 
Republicans who still sup-
ported him to vote down the 
rebellion. He should have, 
y’know, made sure.

Yet Democrats cannot 
deny that they were active 
participants, not mere passive 
spectators, politely declining 
to rescue a Republican who 
demanded their assistance 
but offered nothing in return. 
They took the unprecedented 
step of banding together with 
a handful of the GOP’s most radically 
unserious attention junkies to vacate 
the speakership for the first time in 
U.S. history — a motion for which 
they provided all but eight of the 216 
votes.

In doing this, Democrats broke 
with tradition. Joshua Huder, a senior 
fellow at Georgetown University’s 
Government Affairs Institute, told me 
that historically, “parties just did not 
get involved in the other party’s lead-
ership stuff.”

Democrats should have held to 
that precedent. Not because they 
now bear moral responsibility for 
the catastrophe — that prize goes to 
Gaetz and his merry band of outlaws. 
But because the chaos is bad for 
America in a way that might come 
back to bite Democrats in a very ten-
der place.

Democratic defenders seem to 
have several theories of how things 
might actually work out well for 

them. The most basic is 
that McCarthy’s undo-
ing simply doesn’t matter, 
because all Republicans are 
hostage to the same radical 
faction. This seems daft. 
Every likely candidate for 
speaker is at least as con-
servative as McCarthy, and 
at least one plausible can-
didate, Jim Jordan (Ohio), 
is much more so. I doubt 
Jordan would have sought 
Democratic help to avert a 

government shutdown, as McCarthy 
did (triggering the Gaetz rebellion). 
And I doubt anyone else will in the 
future, either, after Democrats helped 
overthrow McCarthy.

Nor can I bring myself to believe, 
as I’ve seen some speculate, that 
House Republicans might now be 
forced to make concessions to Demo-
crats to stabilize the speakership. 
“Democrats really burned Repub-
licans,” says Huder. “There was a 

question of how much goodwill there 
was between the parties before this, 
but there is no question now. There’s 
none.” Why would angry Repub-
licans voluntarily hand Democrats 
more power?

More plausibly, some progres-
sives seem to believe that McCarthy’s 
fall will curb Republican excesses 
by punishing leaders who coddle 
extremists. Unfortunately, this theory 
has two problems. First, the burn-
it-all-down rebels aren’t responding 
to McCarthy’s cues; they’re mostly 
courting former president Donald 
Trump, or hard-line base voters, who 
don’t particularly like McCarthy. 
Moreover, Democrats just helped the 
extremists overthrow a more mod-
erate leader; how does this punish 
extremism?

The last and most compelling 
theory in favor of the Democrats’ 
strategy is that, even if it doesn’t pun-
ish radicals, empowering them in the 

short term helps Democrats take back 
the House next year. “Senior Demo-
crats believe that the chaos envel-
oping House Republicans has the 
potential to further discredit the GOP 
as a party of incompetence and ideo-
logical extremism,” reported Politico 
on Wednesday.

No doubt, the GOP looks fool-
ish. But does this translate into more 
votes for Democrats? The kind of 
news junkies who hang on every 
detail of the fiasco are already loyal 
partisans, and Democratic politicians 
get no bonus votes for convincing 
reliable base voters that Republicans 
are even worse than they thought. 
Unfortunately, the relatively apolitical 
swing voters probably aren’t pay-
ing that much attention to legislative 
infighting.

Of course, people will pay atten-
tion if the House ends up shutting 
down the government in November, 
after McCarthy’s stopgap funding 
expires. And if the next speaker is 

too weak or ideologically blink-
ered to make a deal, voters will 
probably assign Republicans a 
greater share of the blame.

But the history of previous 
shutdowns under Presidents 
Barack Obama and Trump sug-
gests this won’t influence many 
votes unless Republicans take 
things so far that voters start see-
ing major personal impacts — if 
Social Security checks aren’t 
mailed out, for instance. Repub-
licans probably aren’t that crazy.

Even if it doesn’t get that far, 
however, the chaos might have 
another effect that could hurt 

Democrats badly: It could push up 
interest rates on treasury debt. These 
are already at 16-year highs, making 
it more expensive for the government 
to borrow money. Business and con-
sumer debt are also affected by higher 
rates.

If chaos in Congress makes 
markets start to worry more about 
default, the rates will rise further. And 
consumers who feel the pinch will 
not blame Congress, nor sit still for 
anyone’s complicated explanation of 
how it’s all the fault of radical Repub-
licans. As always, they will blame 
the occupant of the Oval Office for 
their economic woes. And if Biden 
goes down, he will take congressional 
Democrats with him.

This will not be fair. But then, it’s 
a bit late for any of the participants in 
this debacle to start demanding fair-
ness from our politics.

Follow Megan McArdle @asymmetricinfo 
on X (formerly Twitter).

Megan 
McCardle

Democrats should have helped McCarthy 
hold his job — for their own sake
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Why sex can be worth the wait
Dear Annie: I just read the advice 

to “Teen With No Experience,” the 
high school girl who wants to lose her 
virginity. I thought I might give a dif-
ferent perspective from a male point 
of view. I lost my virginity at far too 
young an age. At the time, I thought get-
ting “experience” was the thing to do. 
When I met my future wife, she was a 
virgin, in her 20s. We got married, and 
I was hit with something that to this day 
(20 years later) still has an effect on me: 
The excitement of our first time together 
was not everything it could have been 
because of my gaining experience prior 
to her. 

It was exciting because it was with 
her and because I love her, but I real-
ized that each time I gained experience, 
I gave away part of myself that I could 
never get back. What I lost was getting 
to experience the joys of learning about 
intimacy together with my wife. I’m not 
saying that “Teen” should be celibate, 
but if I had it to do over again, I would 
have waited. Young people, myself 
included, often treat sex as something 
they need to accomplish rather than 
something to experience with someone 
they love. — Male Perspective

Dear Male Perspective: Thank you 
for offering your point of view. I couldn’t 
agree more that sex is not something 
that should be “accomplished,” and 
you make a strong case for why it’s 
wise to wait. Your last sentence reminds 
me of something another reader wrote 
in response to this letter: “Sex is not a 
milestone like acne or shaving. Sex is 
actually the glue that turns a friendship 
into a loving lifetime commitment.”

Dear Annie: I will be married to my 
wife for 10 years this November. We 
have a beautiful 9-year-old daughter 
together. Over the years, the subject of 
separation/divorce has poked its ugly 
head in and out. It didn’t start because 
of just one act or disagreement, but it 
didn’t start just yesterday either. For the 
record, I believe that the good memo-
ries outweigh the bad. Every time my 
wife brings up the topic, I feel like I just 
received multiple instantaneous wounds 
to my body from my own soul, from my 
best friend, the pain of which remains 

slow and torturous. 
The more I beg 

and cry, the more I 
feel like I am chok-
ing. I wish I could 
flip a switch and 
make everything 
right, but my wife 
is not easily con-
vinced. Showing 
her my anger does 
not work; show-
ing her my tearful 
emotions does not 
work. I cannot nor do I want to see any 
light of life past my daughter and wife. 

No matter how much verbiage and 
intent she throws in my face, I refuse to 
give up. I love my wife until death do us 
part. I completely understand that there 
is not a universal answer to the follow-
ing question. Although I am sincerely 
apologetic about my mistakes and acts 
of abandonment in our past, how do I 
convince my wife to fall back “in love” 
with me, not to just “love me,” through 
thick and thin till death do us part? — 
Desperate to Not Divorce 

Dear Desperate: I can tell by your 
letter that the love you have for your 
family is deep and pure. Unfortunately, 
no matter how badly we want things 
reciprocated, we cannot force others 
into feeling the same way for us that we 
feel for them.

If your wife is willing to work togeth-
er and push through your issues, cou-
ples therapy is the right place to start. 
Every marriage has its peaks and val-
leys; through honest, open communica-
tion, perseverance and compromise, I 
am confident you can come out stronger 
on the other side, provided your wife is 
committed to doing so.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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can truly mend a 
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ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

To Be Announced Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

21Alive 
News at 6 

Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago P.D. "300,000 
Likes" 

Chicago P.D. "A Shot 
Heard Round the World"

Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Penn & Teller: Fool Us

"Ghostbusters" 
Inside the NFL Week 5 Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 

Burgers 
Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Europe's New Wild 
"Europe's Amazon" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Next "Robert Glasper's 
Black Radio" (N) 

Next at the Kennedy Center "Ballet 
Hispanico's Dona Perón" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Europe's New Wild 
"Europe's Amazon" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Next "Robert Glasper's 
Black Radio" (N) 

Next at the Kennedy Center "Ballet 
Hispanico's Dona Perón" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "What Lies 
Beneath" 

Castle "The Nose" Castle "Cool Boys" < Buying Back My Daughter (2023, Drama)
Roger R. Cross, Faith Wright, Meagan Good. 

(:05) < Abduction Runs in the Family (‘21, Thril)
Sarah Navratil, Jason-Shane Scott, Jessica Morris. 

< Buying Back My 
Daughter 

FX  24 132 136 148 <++ The King's Man (‘21, Act) Harris Dickinson, Rhys Ifans, Ralph Fiennes. <+ Gone in 60 Seconds (‘00) Angelina Jolie, Nicolas Cage. <+ Gone in 60 Seconds (‘00) Angelina Jolie, Nicolas Cage. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(3:30) <+++ Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 2 

Villains "Welcome to 
the House of Villains" 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Mod Fam
"Lake Life" 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++++ The Shining (1980, Horror) Shelley Duvall, Danny Lloyd, Jack Nicholson. <++++ The Shining (‘80) Shelley 
Duvall, Danny Lloyd, Jack Nicholson. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) College Football Tulane at Memphis From Simmons Bank Liberty Stadium in 

Memphis, Tenn. (L) (N) 
College Football Stanford at Colorado From Folsom Field in Boulder, Colo. 
(L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 Football UFC Live Daily Wager (L) (N) High School Football Buford (Ga.) at Mill Creek (Ga.) (L) (N) Basketball Golden State Warriors at Los Angeles Lakers (L) (N) Baseball 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line The Rally (N) P1 Racing P1 Racing Football

(N) 
Focused Life

Milwaukee 
Sports 
Stars 

Tennis Classics 2022: Coco Gauff vs. 
Sloane Stephens 

Destinat-
ion Polaris

In the 
Spotlight 

Sports 
Stars 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(4:15) <++ Jurassic World (2015, Adventure)
Bryce Dallas Howard, Irrfan Khan, Chris Pratt. 

NASCAR Xfinity Racing Series Alsco 
Uniforms 302, Qualifying (L) (N) 

9-1-1 "Powerless" 9-1-1 "What's Next?" 9-1-1 "The New 
Abnormal" 

9-1-1 "Future Tense" 9-1-1 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Gold Rush Parker weighs betting everything on a 
new claim that could pay out upward of $160 million.

Gold Rush "Call of the 
Indian River" 

Gold Rush "Hey Parker, 
It's Rick" (N) 

(:05) Sea Gold Chris McCully embarks on a diving 
marathon; Kris Kelly panics when the Mistress takes on ..

(:05) Gold Rush "The 
Golden Age" (N) 

Gold Rush "Hey Parker, 
It's Rick" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Welcome to Plathville Welcome to Plathville Welcome to Plathville 90 Day Fiancé (N) 90 Day (N) Last Resort 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained 
"Mysteries of Mars" 

The UnXplained
"Mysterious Stones" 

The UnXplained
"Mysterious Monsters" 

The UnXplained "The 
World Beneath Our Feet"

The UnXplained "The 
Time Travelers" (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is Out 
There (N) 

(:05) Proof-There "The 
Bigfoot Files" 

(:05) The UnXplained 
"The Time Travelers" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "Spellbound" First 48 "Bad Medicine" Killer Cases (N) Murder in the 21st (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < The Story of Us 
(‘19) Maggie Lawson. 

< The Presence of Love (2022, Romance) Julian 
Morris, Samantha Bond, Eloise Mumford. 

< Check Inn to Christmas (2019, Romance) Wes 
Brown, Richard Karn, Rachel Boston. 

Golden 
Girls 

Gold. Girls
"The Actor"

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
<+ I Still Know What You Did Last Summer
(‘98) Freddie Prinze Jr., Jennifer Love Hewitt. 

< I'll Always Know What You Did Last Summer
(‘06) Brooke Nevin, Don Shanks, David Paetkau. 

<+++ The Conjuring 2 (2016, Horror) Vera Farmiga, Madison Wolfe,
Patrick Wilson. 

Chucky "Let the Right 
One In" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <++ The Fast and the Furious (‘01) Vin Diesel. <++ The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift <++ Bad Moms

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:30) <+++ Transformers (2007, Action) Tyrese Gibson, Josh 
Duhamel, Shia LaBeouf. 

NBA Basketball Miami Heat at San Antonio Spurs From Frost 
Bank Center in San Antonio. (L) (N) 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

<+++ Transformers (2007, Action) Tyrese 
Gibson, Josh Duhamel, Shia LaBeouf. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:45) < 
Jason Goe... 

(:45) <+ Jason X (2002, Horror) Lisa Ryder, Chuck Campbell,
Lexa Doig. 

<+ Friday the 13th (2009, Horror) Danielle 
Panabaker, Amanda Righetti, Jared Padalecki. 

Creepshow "Cassandra; 
Smile" (SP) (N) 

(:15) Creepshow "Cassandra; Smile" < Tales 
From the ... 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office <++ Horrible Bosses (‘11) Jason Bateman. 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(3:00) MLB on FS1 Pregame Previews of the day's 
games, highlights, updates and analysis. (L) (N) 

MLB on FS1 Postgame Highlights, analysis and a wrap-up of today's MLB action. (L) (N) MLB on FS1 Postgame
(L) (N) 

UEFA Qual. Netherlands 
vs. France 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Law & Order Love After Lockup "The 40K Felon" Love After "Dark Side of the Spoon" Love After Lockup (N) Love After Lockup Keke Wyatt's World 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 (4:30) < How to Train Your Dragon <+++ Ted (‘12) Mila Kunis, Mark Wahlberg. (P) <++ Ted 2 (‘15) Seth MacFarlane, Mark Wahlberg. (P) <+++ Ted (‘12) Mark Wahlberg. 
NICK  68  170 299 (4:30) Spong.. Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob <++ The Addams Family (‘19) Oscar Isaac. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Raven Bunk'd Big City Big City Kiff Kiff <+++ The Emperor's New Groove Hamster& Kiff Kiff Villains Villains Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:40) <++ Hotel Transylvania 3: 
Summer Vacation Adam Sandler. 

(:50) <++ Hocus Pocus (1993, Children) Sarah Jessica Parker,
Kathy Najimy, Bette Midler. 

Goosebumps (N) Goosebumps (N) The 700 Club < Twitches Too (‘07) 
Tia Mowry. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:30) <+++ The Menu 
(‘22) Ralph Fiennes. 

(:20) To Be Announced Programming to be 
announced. 

<++ The Flash (2023, Action) Michael Keaton, Sasha Calle,
Ezra Miller. 

<+ Father Figures (2017, Comedy) Owen Wilson,
Glenn Close, Ed Helms. 

(:25) <++ I 
Origins 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:05) <+++ Sideways 
(‘04) Paul Giamatti. 

(:10) <++ Antitrust (2001, Thriller) Rachael Leigh 
Cook, Claire Forlani, Ryan Phillippe. 

<+++ The Witch (‘15) Ralph 
Ineson, Anya Taylor-Joy. (P) 

(:35) < Leatherface (‘17) Stephen 
Dorff, James Bloor, Sam Strike. 

<++ Behind Enemy Lines (‘01)
Gene Hackman, Owen Wilson. 

(:45) < 
Jennifer's ... 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(3:45) < 
Infinite St... 

<+++ Into the Wild (2007, Drama) Marcia Gay Harden,
William Hurt, Emile Hirsch. 

Deadlocked "Crisis of 
Legitimacy" (N) 

<++ Devotion (2022, Drama) Glen Powell, Christina Jackson,
Jonathan Majors. 

<+++ Flags of Our Fathers (‘06) 
Jesse Bradford, Ryan Phillippe. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:00) < Resistance: 
1942 (‘21) Cary Elwes. 

<++ Playing by Heart (1998, Drama) Angelina 
Jolie, Madeleine Stowe, Gillian Anderson. 

<++ Failure to Launch (‘06)
Matthew McConaughey. 

(:40) <++ What If (‘13) Zoe Kazan,
Megan Park, Daniel Radcliffe. 

(:20) < Queen Bees (2021, Comedy) James Caan, 
Ann-Margret, Ellen Burstyn. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: I am a caregiver 
to the elderly and want 
to have a good spirit, not 
give advice on how to 
navigate old age, because 
I don’t know how it feels to 
be old yet. People who are 
old and sickly need help, 
but caregivers need help in 
knowing how to help. Are 
there ideas that get over-
looked in this area? – C.G.

A: The Word of God 
is where we “find grace 
to help in time of need” 
(Hebrews 4:16). A simple 
prayer for someone and 
offering a Scripture pas-
sage that has meant some-
thing personal are ways 
of reaching out to others. 
Seldom do others resent 
a prayer or a word of 

encouragement. God 
provides comfort through 
His Word to people in time 
of stress. The Lord knows 
the intent of the heart and 
He helps us be sensitive 
to others and helps us rec-
ognize the needs of those 
around us. When we ask 
Him to show us how to 
lend a helping hand — He 
will. Rather than passing 
on our personal advice, 
how much more effective 
it is to share God’s loving 
promises.

We need to build trust 
through listening, also. 
Many times people in need 
just simply want a listen-
ing ear. Only God’s Spirit 
can truly mend a broken 
heart, but we can be a part 

of the healing process also 
by simply being present. 
People who have experi-
enced suffering are often 
the ones who can minister 
best. We don’t have to be 
a preacher or a counselor, 
but we can all be comfort-
ers. The greatest comfort 
is in knowing that those 
who belong to Jesus Christ 
will know His comfort and 
promise that He will never 
leave or forsake us (see 
Hebrews 13:5–6).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Hiday Motors
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Marion Wells
Service Consultant

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

WALKWAY
AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

INDICATOR 
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

HIDAY CHRYSLER

By RYAN WALKER
Bluffton’s volleyball team had 

quite the night on Thursday.
For starters, it won the opening 

round of the sectional and upset a 
good Whitko (18-13) group 3-1 at 
The Tiger Den.

The Wildcats had been a thorn 
in the Tigers’ (10-19) side in recent 
memory, ending their season twice 
in the past four tournaments.

Bluffton head coach Stacy 
Morrison, who went through both 
of those losses, was thrilled to 
be on the winning side this time 
around.

“It was huge just to get that 
first win,” Bluffton head coach 
Stacy Morrison said after the 
game. “Whitko has beaten us in 
sectionals a couple times — at 
least when I’ve been coaching — 
so it was really nice. We knew 
they had some big hitters. We 

knew they were a tall team, so we 
knew we had to hit the spots and 
get after it, and I think that they 
did that.”

Secondly, Tiger libero Marly 
Drayer eclipsed the 1,000 mark for 
digs during the first set. The junior 
was one shy of the feat in the last 
regular season game at home. 

The moment was spoiled as 
the Tigers could have stopped the 
regular season game to honor her 
but remained stuck at 999. Since 
it was a postseason game when 
she got it, they couldn’t stop the 
match. 

The team celebrated after the 
game with a sign shaped like a 
volleyball, a real-life volleyball 
with her name on it, a gift bag, and 
a photo with the team.

Morrison knew hitting the mile-
stone wouldn’t be an issue, but the 
moment was just as special.

“She is just a workhorse,” Mor-
rison said. “She’s so easy to coach, 
and she just hustles and gets after 
it. She was actually only one short 
dig on our last home game, and 
we tried so hard to get that, ... We 
were playing for her, and I’m so 
proud of her for working so hard 
to get that 1,000th dig, especially 
as a junior.”

Through all the festivities, the 
Tigers continued to carry their 
momentum from the end of the 
season. The team had been peak-
ing at the right time, playing its 
best ball, and keeping the energy 
while playing as a team.

During the first set, Bluffton 
was playing through a deficit 
early. As soon as Drayer hit 1,000, 
the team’s energy erupted and pro-
pelled them through the rest of the 
night.

The set was back-and-forth, 

and Whitko had a 23-22 lead 
before the Tigers scored three in a 
row to snatch Game 1.

Bluffton dropped a hard-fought 
second but kept it from ruining its 
will to win. No matter the circum-
stance, Morrison’s group wasn’t 
going to go away.

“It’s one of the things we’ve 
been working on,” Morrison said. 
“Sometimes, Bluffton, if they have 
a few mistakes, they want to just 
quit. We’ve really been working 
on drills and strategies to say ‘OK, 
what do we do in this situation? So 
we’ll have a deficit where I’ll put 
them in high-stress situations at 
practice to force them to deal with 
it.”

The third set is where the match 
was won for Bluffton.

The two teams kept the seesaw 
battle going, but Bluffton suddenly 
found another spark of life when 

Haley Gibson, from her knees, 
tipped the ball over the net on a 
quick reaction play. It was to the 
Wildcats’ surprise and fell for a 
Tigers’ point on the other side.

The point helped a run that 
wrapped up a 25-17 win to go up 
2-1.

From Gibson’s play forward, 
Bluffton leaned on Whitko enough 
to win the final set 25-18 for the 
win.

Bluffton will advance to the 
sectional semi-final against No. 5 
South Adams at 12:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday. The game will be played at 
Bluffton.

Stat leaders for the night were 
Maryn Schreiber with 11 kills and 
four stuff blocks, Haley Gibson 
with 30 assists, Marly Drayer with 
five aces, and Isabella Stout with 
16 digs.

sports@news-banner.com

Norwell’s Macie Saalfrank (spiking) powers the ball over the net against the Peru defenders 
as teammate Marlee Wenger (right) looks on in Thursday’s sectional match at Norwell. The 
Knight’s advanced with a straight set win to Saturday’s semi-final. (Photo by Chad Kline)

FRIDAY, OCT 13
FOOTBALL: Norwell at Columbia City, 7 

p.m.; Bluffton at Lakeland, 7:30 p.m.; Southern 
Wells at South Adams, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT 14
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): (sectional) 

Norwell, Bluffton, Southern Wells at Taylor 
University, 10:30 a.m. boys’ race, 11:15 a.m. 
girls’ race.

VOLLEYBALL: (sectional semi-final & final) 
Maconaquah at Norwell, 12:30 p.m.; South Adams 
at Bluffton, 12:30 p.m.

MONDAY, OCT 16
No events scheduled
TUESDAY, OCT 17
No events scheduled
WEDNESDAY, OCT 18
No events scheduled

High School Calendar

Knights win sectional round 
in volleyball over Peru

The Norwell volleyball team won its 
opening game of the sectional quarterfinal 
Thursday night at The Castle.

The Knights won in three games with 
scores of 25-13, 25-15, and 25-17.

Stats were not included in the results.
Norwell will host Maconaquah at 

approximately 12:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 14.

Raiders fall in volleyball 
sectional to Cougars in 3 sets

The Southern Wells volleyball team 
fell to Lakeland Christian in the section-
al quarterfinal Thursday night at South-
wood.

The Raiders lost in three sets with scores 
of 25-15, 25-14, and 25-17.

Southern Wells finished with a 1-23 
record on the season.

Sports Roundup

Tigers snatch quarterfinal from Wildcats, Drayer gets 1,000 digs

At left, Bluffton’s volleyball team celebrates with Marly Drayer (front row, third from the left) on her 1,000th career dig Thursday night against Whitko in the sectional quarterfinal. The Tigers went 
on to win 3-1, advancing to the semi-final on Saturday morning. At right, Tigers’ middle hitter Maryn Schreiber (left) sends a rocket through the outstretched hands of Whitko’s Audra Brandenburg. 
Schreiber led the team with 11 kills and four blocks on the night. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

 TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!  www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner

LOSAIL, Qatar (AP) — 
The race for the Formula 
One title is officially over 
with five rounds of the sea-
son still to go. The next 
one is at the Circuit of the 
Americas in Austin, Texas, 
on Oct. 22.

It was clear for months 
that Max Verstappen was on 
course to retain his title even 
before the Red Bull driver 
made it official Saturday in 
the sprint race in Qatar. He 
followed up with victory in 
Sunday’s grand prix.

There could yet be drama 
this season as Red Bull 
and Verstappen close in on 
records, Sergio Perez holds 
onto second place and F1 
returns to Las Vegas after 
more than 40 years.

RECORDS IN SIGHT
Verstappen has 14 wins 

this season — not includ-
ing sprints — and needs 
one more to match his own 
record of 15 from last year. 
Red Bull has 16 and would 
need to win four of the last 
five races to beat the record 
of 19 wins in a season set by 
Mercedes drivers Nico Ros-
berg and Lewis Hamilton as 
they fought for the title in 
2016. No team has ever had 
a clean sweep of wins — 
and Red Bull can’t achieve 
it after Carlos Sainz Jr. won 
for Ferrari in Singapore last 

month. The closest a team 
has been to perfection is 
McLaren’s 15 wins from 16 
races with Ayrton Senna and 
Alain Prost in 1988.

PEREZ AND 
HAMILTON

Sergio Perez, Verstap-
pen’s teammate, has been 
struggling for form — he 
placed 10th on Sunday in 
Qatar — after seeming to be 
a championship contender 
earlier in the season. He is 
still second in the standings 
with a 30-point advantage 
over Hamilton but could let 
that spot slip without a sig-
nificant improvement over 
the last five races. Perez 
scored only one point on 
Sunday but was helped 
when Hamilton crashed at 
the first corner after collid-
ing with Mercedes team-
mate George Russell. Perez 
also has the benefit of a 
home crowd when he races 
in Mexico City on Oct. 29.

CHASING A WIN
The McLaren team has 

excelled since making sig-
nificant upgrades to its car 
for the British Grand Prix in 
July. If Verstappen makes a 
mistake or has a mechani-
cal failure — although either 
of those outcomes appears 
near-impossible — then it 
could open the door to a first 
career win for Lando Norris.

What to watch in 
F1 for this season
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$18.20/HR Full Time 
up to $20.20/HR

P��� T��� - $17/HR
M��� �� 16 ��� & O����

T��� �� �����!
1-866-902-0138

OCTOBER 15-OCTOBER 
22 - (Online Only Auction) 
- Michael & Jane Michaud, 
seller. Gravely zero turn rid-
ing mower, 2018 Family Farm 
Home single axle utility trailer, 
Craftsman portable air com-
pressor, Craftsman & DeWalt 
power tools, late model appli-
ances, ant ique furniture, 
assorted household, Christ-
mas decorations, Berkley fish-
ing boat w/14’ trailer, assorted 
fishing. Preview: Oct. 19 from 
3 p.m.-6 p.m., 1791 E 1100 S, 
Warren. Sale managers, Pat-
rick Carter & Nick Huffman. 
The Steffen Group Inc., www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOS-
ING OCTOBER 17 START-
ING AT 6 P.M. EST - Ronald 
L Franke estate, owner. Real 
estate 6 p.m.: 812 sf, full base-
ment, 2 bed, 2 full bath, 14’x22’ 
detached garage, .29 acre 
lot, Fort Wayne Community 
School, Wayne Township, Allen 
County. Personal property 6:30 
p.m.: 2006 Chevy Monte Carlo 
SS, 105k miles, household, 
tools, riding lawn mower, fur-
niture, collectibles, more! Pick 
up: Oct. 18, 3-6 p.m., 930 Irene 
Ave., Fort Wayne. Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, Kjauction.com.
OCTOBER 22-OCTOBER 
27 - (Online Only Auction) 
- Michael & Jane Michaud, 
seller. Single story home situ-

ated on 4.55 Acres w/outbuild-
ings. 3 bedroom and 2 full 
bathrooms with 1,880 square 
foot and an attached 2 car 
garage. Open houses: Oct. 19 
from 3-6 p.m., Oct. 26 from 4-6 
p.m., 1791 E 1100 S, Warren. 
Pat Carter & Nick Huffman, 
sale managers. The Steffen 
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 22- OCTOBER 
29 - (Online Only Auction) - 
Harvey E. & Wilma D. King, 
seller. H&D Repair Center & 
Body Shop retirement auc-
tion. Automotive & body shop 
equipment, pickup truck, trac-
tor, Rotary Lift 9,000-lb. capac-
ity 2-post hydraulic lift, mower. 
Preview: Oct. 19 from 3 p.m.-6 
p.m. and Oct. 26 from 3 p.m.-
6 p.m., 300 Standard Oil Blvd., 
Montpelier. Sale manager, Pat-
rick Carter, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
OCTOBER 27 - 8 a.m. - 
Secured creditors & vari-
ous consignors, owners. 
815 Adams St., Decatur. Truck 
& equipment auction. Live 
and online bidding. 700+ lots! 
100+/- municipal units! 2012-
2014 Freightliner M2106 box 
trucks, dump trucks, day cabs, 
sleepers, utility trucks, bucket 
trucks, utility & semi trailers, 
SUV’s, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pick-
ups, 100+ various skid steer 
attachments & more! Cargo & 

passenger vans, large group of 
Chevy Impalas, Tahoes, Dodge 
Chargers, more! Selling abso-
lute! Accepting consignments! 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING NOVEM-
BER 5 STARTING AT 4 PM 
EST - Randy Rossman, 
owner and multiple consign-
ors. Online only consignment 
auction. 1,000+ lots! Featuring 
furniture, household items, col-
lectibles, antiques, tools, guns, 
& much more! Auction preview: 
Nov. 2, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm St., 
Decatur. Pick up times: Nov. 6, 
1-6 p.m. & Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-noon, 
3 pick up locations in Decatur. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402. 

SUDOKU ANSWER

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

MOVING SALE, 830 Park-
way Drive, Bluffton, Friday,
October 13, Saturday, Octo-
ber 14, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Antique
glassware, records in original
album covers, push lawn
mower, snow blower, some
tools, empty tubs, free CD's
and DVD's.

HELOISE HINT: If you have 
many items that are unsold. 
Contact your local church thrift 
shops, the Salvation Army or 
Goodwill to see if you can drop 
off the items or if they will pick 
up larger items. Email HELO-
ISE@Heloise.com.

Mark your 
Calendar for 
this event

PORK CHOP SUPPER at Mc-
Natt Church, 9183 W 800 S,
Wells County, Sat., Oct. 14
from 4:30 to 7 p.m.

            Public Sale
         Calendar

Notices
ONE STOP SHELL! New
Owners! Krispy Krunchy
Chicken-freshly made, perfect-
ly Cajun. It's delicious! All new-
Hot Stuff Pizzas. Perfect for
any day of the week! Get Free
fountain drink with purchase of
family chicken meal, breakfast
pizza or breakfast sandwich-
offer good through November
1st. We look forward to seeing
you soon! 1303 South Main-
Bluffton. (EAP2)

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

EMSHWILLER & EMSH-

WILLER is looking for an of-
fice assistant to join our team.
Seasonal help - January thru
May of each year. Responsible
for performing a range of cleri-
cal and administrative tasks to
support daily operations in an
office setting. Ideal candidate
would be good at organizing,
multi-tasking & taking direc-
tion. To apply for this position,
please send resume to
sharedadmin@emshwiller.net
(EAP2)

HELOISE HINT: If a co-worker 
gets really angry or makes 
threats. Disengage and contact 
your supervisor or a represen-
tative from human resources 
right away. Fax Heloise @ 
210-HELOISE (435-6473).

FOR SALE
5 for $5

EARN EXTRA CASH by sell-
ing your "unwanted" items dur-
ing the month of October. A 20
-word, line classified ad for five
days is only $5! For Sale Items
Only. Excludes Garage Sales.
Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office, 125 N. Johnson
St., 260-824-0224, or place
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

NEVER PAY FOR Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894 (I)
FREE HIGH SPEED internet 
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of 
select programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Max-
sip Telecom today! 1-866-981-
3302 (I)

Services
Thursday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 16-23-28-31-

36
Cash4Life — 07-10-15-

31-60, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 

09-17-18-20-24-29-35-39-
40-47-48-60-61-65-67-68-
72-74-75-77, BE: 72

Daily Three-Midday — 
00-03-03, SB:09

Daily Three-Evening — 
04-09-01, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday — 
05-00-05-01, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening — 
06-03-06-03, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening 
— 09-13-14-19-27-29-33-
51-57-60-62-64-65-67-71-
73-74-77-79-80, BE: 77

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $39 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $48 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $20 million

Read & recycle

SWITCH AND SAVE up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)
THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. Enjoy your 
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can 
save $1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier (I) 
NEW WINDOWS FROM Win-
dow Nation. Special money 
saving offer zero down, zero 
payments, zero interest for 
TWO years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE! Offer is 
valid for select models. Labor 
not included. Other restrictions 
apply. Call Window Nation to-
day! 866-553-0725 (I)

MILLER'S U-STOR We have
clean, secure storage units
available. Various sizes.
260-824-4141. Miller U-Stor,
1118 W. Silver, Bluffton, IN.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

FOOTBALL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
 W L T Pct PF PA

Miami 4 1 0 .800 181 135
Buffalo 3 2 0 .600 159 80
N.Y. Jets 2 3 0 .400 93 105
New England 1 4 0 .200 55 131

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Indianapolis 3 2 0 .600 120 115
Jacksonville 3 2 0 .600 105 102
Houston 2 3 0 .400 115 100
Tennessee 2 3 0 .400 88 93

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 3 2 0 .600 109 75
Pittsburgh 3 2 0 .600 79 110
Cleveland 2 2 0 .500 76 60
Cincinnati 2 3 0 .400 83 114

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

Kansas City 5 1 0 .833 147 88
L.A. Chargers 2 2 0 .500 110 104
Las Vegas 2 3 0 .400 79 114
Denver 1 5 0 .167 129 200

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 5 0 0 1.000 141 104
Dallas 3 2 0 .600 134 83
Washington 2 3 0 .400 109 160
N.Y. Giants 1 4 0 .200 62 153

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Tampa Bay 3 1 0 .750 84 68
Atlanta 3 2 0 .600 83 96
New Orleans 3 2 0 .600 96 76
Carolina 0 5 0 .000 91 144

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Detroit 4 1 0 .800 148 107
Green Bay 2 3 0 .400 113 113
Chicago 1 4 0 .200 115 157
Minnesota 1 4 0 .200 110 122

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

San Francisco 5 0 0 1.000 167 68
Seattle 3 1 0 .750 111 91
L.A. Rams 2 3 0 .400 112 108
Arizona 1 4 0 .200 108 136

Thursday’s Games
Kansas City 19, Denver 8

Sunday’s Games
Baltimore vs Tennessee at London, 

GBR, 9:30 a.m.
Carolina at Miami, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Chicago, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Houston, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Washington at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
New England at Las Vegas, 4:05 

p.m.

Arizona at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m.
Detroit at Tampa Bay, 4:25 p.m.
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets, 4:25 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Buffalo, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Pittsburgh, Green Bay

Monday’s Games
Dallas at L.A. Chargers, 8:15 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 19
Jacksonville at New Orleans, 8:15 

p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 22

Atlanta at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at New England, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh at L.A. Rams, 4:05 p.m.
Green Bay at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City, 4:25 

p.m.
Miami at Philadelphia, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Cincinnati, Houston, N.Y. 

Jets, Tennessee, Carolina, Dallas
Monday, Oct. 23

San Francisco at Minnesota, 8:15 
p.m.

BASKETBALL
WNBA

Finals
(Best-of-5)
No. 1 Las Vegas 1, No. 2 New 

York 0
Sunday, Oct. 8: Las Vegas 99, New 

York 82
Wednesday, Oct. 11: Las Vegas , 

New York  .
Sunday, Oct. 15: New York at Las 

Vegas, 3 p.m.
x-Wednesday, Oct. 18: New York at 

Las Vegas, TBD
x-Friday, Oct. 20: Las Vegas at New 

York, TBD

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 1 1 0 0 2 5 3
Boston 1 1 0 0 2 3 1
Toronto 1 1 0 0 2 6 5
Montreal 1 0 0 1 1 5 6
Detroit 1 0 1 0 0 3 4
Ottawa 1 0 1 0 0 3 5
Florida 1 0 1 0 0 0 4
Buffalo 1 0 1 0 0 1 5

Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

N.Y. Rangers 1 1 0 0 2 5 1

Carolina 1 1 0 0 2 5 3
Philadelphia 1 1 0 0 2 4 2
New Jersey 1 1 0 0 2 4 3
N.Y. Islanders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Washington 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pittsburgh 1 0 1 0 0 2 4
Columbus 1 0 1 0 0 2 4

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Colorado 1 1 0 0 2 5 2
Minnesota 1 1 0 0 2 4 0
Dallas 1 1 0 0 2 3 2
Nashville 2 1 1 0 2 6 5
Chicago 2 1 1 0 2 5 5
St. Louis 1 0 0 1 1 2 3
Arizona 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Winnipeg 1 0 1 0 0 3 5

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Vancouver 1 1 0 0 2 8 1
Vegas 1 1 0 0 2 4 1
Calgary 1 1 0 0 2 5 3
San Jose 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Anaheim 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Los Angeles 1 0 1 0 0 2 5
Edmonton 1 0 1 0 0 1 8
Seattle 2 0 2 0 0 1 7
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Wednesday’s Games
Carolina 5, Ottawa 3
Toronto 6, Montreal 5, SO
Boston 3, Chicago 1
Calgary 5, Winnipeg 3
Vancouver 8, Edmonton 1
Colorado 5, Los Angeles 2

Thursday’s Games
Philadelphia 4, Columbus 2
N.Y. Rangers 5, Buffalo 1
New Jersey 4, Detroit 3
Nashville 3, Seattle 0
Minnesota 2, Florida 0
Dallas 2, St. Louis 1, SO
Vegas at San Jose, late

Friday’s Games
Arizona at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Washington, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Philadelphia at Ottawa, 1 p.m.
Florida at Winnipeg, 4 p.m.
Calgary at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Toronto, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Boston, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 p.m.
Seattle at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Colorado at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Vancouver at Edmonton, 10 p.m.
Carolina at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

Sunday’s Games

Tampa Bay at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Carolina at Anaheim, 8:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
DIVISION SERIES

Postseason Baseball Glance
DIVISION SERIES

(Best-of-5)
American League
Texas 3, Baltimore 0
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Texas 3, Balti-

more 2
Sunday, Oct. 8 — Texas 11, Balti-

more 8
Tuesday, Oct. 10 — Texas 7, Bal-

timore 1
Houston 3, Minnesota 1
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Houston 6, Min-

nesota 4
Sunday, Oct. 8 — Minnesota 6, 

Houston 2
Tuesday, Oct. 10 — Houston 9, 

Minnesota 1
Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Houston 3, 

Minnesota 2
National League
(All Games on TBS)
Philadelphia 2, Atlanta 1
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Philadelphia 3, 

Atlanta 0
Monday, Oct. 9 — Atlanta 5, Phila-

delphia 4
Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Philadelphia 

10, Atlanta 2
Thursday, Oct. 12 — Philadelphia 

3, Atlanta 1
Arizona 3, Los Angeles 0
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Arizona 11, Los 

Angeles 2
Monday, Oct. 9 — Arizona 4, Los 

Angeles 2
Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Arizona 4, 

Los Angeles 2
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES

(Best-of-7)
American League
Sunday, Oct. 15: Texas at Houston 

(Verlander 13-8), 8:15 p.m. (Fox)
Monday, Oct. 16: Texas at Houston, 

4:37 p.m. (Fox, FS1)
Wednesday, Oct. 18: Houston at 

Texas, 8:03 p.m. (FS1)
Thursday, Oct. 19: Houston at 

Texas, 8:03 p.m. (FS1)
x-Friday, Oct. 20: Houston at Texas, 

5:07 p.m. (FS1)
x-Sunday, Oct. 22: Texas at Hous-

ton, 8:03 p.m. (FS1)
x-Monday, Oct. 23: Texas at Hous-

ton, 8:03 p.m. (Fox, FS1)
National League
(All Games on TBS)
Monday, Oct. 16: Arizona at Phila-

delphia, 8:07 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 17: Arizona at Phila-

delphia, 8:07 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 19: Philadelphia at 

Arizona, 5:07 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 20: Philadelphia at Ari-

zona, 8:07 p.m.
x-Saturday, Oct. 21: Philadelphia at 

Arizona, 8:07 p.m.
x-Monday, Oct. 23: Arizona at Phila-

delphia, 5:07 p.m.
x-Tuesday, Oct. 24: Arizona at 

Philadelphia, 8:07 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Thursday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Optioned 

LHPs Nick Vespi and Bruce Zimmer-
mann to minor league camp. Reassigned 
INF Lewin Diaz, LHP Darwinzon Her-
nandez and C Mark Kolozsvary to minor 
league camp.

BOSTON RED SOX — Reassigned 
C Stephen Scott, INFs Christian Koss 
and Nick Sogard, OF Narciso Crook and 
INF/OF Ryan Fitzgerald to minor league 
camp.

DETROIT TIGERS — Optioned 
RHPs Alex Faedo and Edwin Uceta to 
Toledo (IL). Reassigned RHPs Kervin 
Castro and Miguel Díaz, LHP Miguel 
Del Pozo, INF/OF Brendon Davis and 
INF Jermaine Palacios to minor league 
camp.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Reassigned 
RHPs J.B. Bukauskas, Bryce Miller and 
Jose Rodriguez, C Harry Ford and INFs 
Leo Rivas and Kean Wong to minor 
league camp.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Traded OF 
Jordan Qsar to Philadelphia for cash 
considerations.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Reas-
signed OFs Zach Britton and Wynton 
Bernard, Cs Phil Clarke and Andres 
Sosa, LHPs Brandon Eisert and Paul Fry, 
RHPs Julian Fernandez, Drew Hutchison 
and Jackson Rees and INF/OF Ernie 
Clement to minor league camp. Optioned 
INF Addison Barger to Buffalo (IL).

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — 

Optioned LHP Tommy Henry to Reno 
(PCL).

MIAMI MARLINS — Optioned RHP 
Eli Villalobos and LHP Josh Simpson to 
Jacksonville (IL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed 
WR Zach Pascal to a two-year contract.

BUFFALO BILLS — Signed WR Trent 
Sherefield to a one-year contract.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Signed S 
Nick Scott to a three-year contract. Re-
signed G Max Scharping to a one-year 
contract.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed 
DT Trysten Hill and LB Jordan Kunaszyk. 
Signed CB Mike Ford to a one-year 
contract.

DENVER BRONCOS — Waived OLB 
Wyatt Ray and DB Lamar Jackson.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Re-signed 
CB Corey Ballentine, WR Keelan Cole 
and S Rudy Ford.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Signed RB 
Devin Singletary and TE Dalton Schultz 
to one-year contracts.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Signed DE 
Jordan Willis. Signed S Jaquan Johnson 
to a one-year contract.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — 
Signed TE Mike Gesicki and T Riley 
Reiff. Re-signed LB Mack Wilson Sr.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed 
CB Leonard Johnson to a three-year 
contract.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Signed QB 
Tua Tagovailoa to a one-year contract. 
Signed LB Mike Reed.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed 
TE Ross Dwelley and G Jon Feliciano to 
one-year contracts.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed CB 
Sean Murphy-Bunting to a one-year 
contract.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

DETROIT RED WINGS — Recalled 
D Simon Edvinsson from Grand Rapids 
(AHL).

MONTREAL CANADIENS — 
Assigned LW Emil Heineman to Laval 
(AHL).

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Loaned 
LW Otto Koivula to Bridgeport (AHL). 
Recalled D Samuel Bolduc from Bridge-
port.

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS — Recalled 
D Egor Zamula from Lehigh Valley 
(AHL).

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — 
Recalled D Taylor Fedun from Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton (AHL).

SEATTLE KRAKEN — Recalled G 
Joey Daccord from Coachella (AHL).

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — 
Recalled G Clay Stevens from South 
Carolina (ECHL) to Hershey (AHL).

American Hockey League
BRIDGEPORT ISLANDERS — 

Recalled D Trevor Cosgrove from 
Worcester (ECHL).

COLLEGE
ST. JOHN’S — Named Rick Pitino 

head men’s basketball coach.

News-Banner Scoreboard
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
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•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
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the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
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the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.
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Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Goods & services 
directory

Scalise ends bid to become House speaker after failing to secure votes
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Republican Steve Scal-
ise ended his bid to become 
House speaker late Thurs-
day after hardline holdouts 
refused to back the party's 
nominee, throwing the GOP 
majority into deeper chaos 
with the chamber unable to 
function.

Scalise told GOP col-
leagues at a closed-door 
meeting late Thursday of 
his decision and pointedly 
declined to announce back-
ing for anyone else, includ-
ing his chief rival, Rep. Jim 
Jordan, the hardline Judiciary 
Committee chairman backed 
by Donald Trump who had 
already told colleagues he no 
longer would seek the job.

Next steps are uncertain 
as the House is essentially 
closed while the Republi-
can majority tries to elect a 
speaker after ousting Kevin 
McCarthy from the job.

"I just shared with my 
colleagues that I'm with-
drawing my name as a 

candidate for speaker-des-
ignee," Scalise said as he 
emerged from the closed-
door meeting at the Capitol.

Scalise, R-La., said the 
Republican majority "still 
has to come together and is 
not there."

He had been working 
furiously to secure the votes 
after being nominated by a 
majority of his colleagues, 
but after hours of private 
meetings over two days and 
late into the evening at the 
Capitol it was clear lawmak-
ers were not budging from 
their refusal to support him.

"There are still some peo-
ple that have their own agen-
das," Scalise said. "And I was 
very clear, we have to have 
everybody put their agendas 
on the side and focus on what 
this country needs."

Asked if he would throw 
his support behind Jordan, 
Scalise said, "It's got to be 
people that aren't doing it 
for themselves and their 
own personal interest."

He said he would push 
quickly for a resolution. 
"But it wasn't going to hap-
pen. It wasn't going to hap-
pen today. It wasn't going to 
happen tomorrow. It needs 
to happen soon, but I've 
withdrawn my name."

Frustrations have mount-
ed as the crisis deepened 
and Republicans lost anoth-
er day without a House 
speaker. Scalise was trying 
to peel off more than 100 
votes, mostly from those 
who backed Jordan.

But many hard-liners tak-
ing their cues from Trump 
have dug in for a prolonged 
fight to replace McCar-
thy after his historic ouster 
from the job. They argued 
that Majority Leader Scal-
ise was no better choice, that 
he should be focusing on his 
health as he battles cancer 
and that he was not the lead-
er they would support. No 
House votes were scheduled.

McCarthy said afterward 
that Scalise would remain 

as majority leader but had 
no other advice for his col-
leagues.

"I just think the confer-
ence as a whole has to fig-
ure out their problems, solve 
it and select the leader," he 
said.

The House is entering 
its second week without a 
speaker and is essentially 
unable to function, and the 
political pressure increas-
ingly is on Republicans 
to reverse course, reassert 
majority control and govern 
in Congress.

Action is needed to fund 
the government or face the 
threat of a federal shutdown 
in a month. Lawmakers also 
want Congress to deliver a 
strong statement of support 
for Israel in the war with 
Hamas, but a bipartisan 
resolution has been side-
lined by the stalemate in the 
House. The White House 
is expected to soon ask for 
money for Israel, Ukraine 
and the backfill of the U.S. 

weapons stockpile.
The situation is not fully 

different from the start of 
the year, when McCarthy 
faced a similar backlash 
from a different group of 
far-right holdouts who ulti-
mately gave their votes to 
elect him speaker, then engi-
neered his historic downfall.

But the math this time is 
even more daunting. Scal-
ise, who is seen by some 
colleagues as hero for hav-
ing survived a 2017 shoot-
ing on lawmakers at a con-
gressional baseball game 
practice, won the closed-
door Republican vote 113-
99. But McCarthy, R-Calif., 
noted that Scalise, a long-
time rival, had indicated 
he would have 150 votes 
behind closed doors, but 
missed that mark.

Scalise would have 
needed 217 votes to reach 
a majority that likely would 
be needed in a floor bat-
tle with Democrats. The 
chamber is narrowly split 

221-212, with two vacan-
cies, meaning Scalise could 
lose just a few Republicans 
in the face of opposition 
from Democrats who will 
most certainly back their 
own leader, New York Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries. Absences 
heading into the weekend 
could lower the majority 
threshold needed.

Exasperated Democrats, 
who have been watching 
and waiting for the Republi-
can majority to recover from 
McCarthy's ouster, urged 
them to figure it out, warn-
ing the world is watching.

"The House Republicans 
need to end the GOP Civil 
War, now," Jeffries said.

"The House Democrats 
have continued to make clear 
that we are ready, willing and 
able to find a bipartisan path 
forward," he said, urging that 
the House reopen and change 
GOP-led rules that allowed 
a single lawmaker to put in 
motion the process to remove 
the speaker.

Menendez accused of being an 
unregistered agent of Egypt’s 
government in updated indictment

NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. Sen. Bob 
Menendez of New Jersey was charged 
Thursday with conspiring for years to act as 
an agent of the Egyptian government while 
he held a powerful role in shaping U.S. for-
eign policy, putting the Democrat in deeper 
legal trouble as he continues to reject calls 
to resign.

The superseding indictment in Manhat-
tan federal court accuses Menendez of vio-
lating the Foreign Agents Registration Act, 
which requires people to register with the 
U.S. government if they act as “an agent of 
a foreign principal.” As a member of Con-
gress, Menendez was prohibited from being 
an agent of a foreign government.

The new charge comes weeks after 
Menendez and his wife were accused of 
accepting bribes of cash, gold bars and a 
luxury car from three New Jersey business-
men who wanted the senator’s help and 
influence over foreign affairs.

The new indictment says a conspiracy 
occurred from January 2018 to June 2022, 
alleging that Menendez “promised to take 
and took a series of acts on behalf of Egypt, 
including on behalf of Egyptian military and 
intelligence officials.” It said he conspired to 
do so with his wife, Nadine, and a business 
associate and fellow defendant, Wael Hana.

According to the indictment, Hana and 

Nadine Menendez also communicated 
requests and directives from Egyptian offi-
cials to Menendez.

Hours after the latest charge was 
revealed, Menendez issued a statement, say-
ing it “flies in the face of my long record of 
standing up for human rights and democ-
racy in Egypt and in challenging leaders of 
that country, including President (Fattah) El-
Sisi on these issues.”

“I have been, throughout my life, loyal 
to only one country — the United States of 
America, the land my family chose to live in 
democracy and freedom,” he added. “Piling 
new charge upon new charge does not make 
the allegations true. ... I again ask people 
who know me and my record to give me the 
chance to present my defense and show my 
innocence.”

The new charge brought fresh calls for 
Menendez to resign. Democratic Sen. John 
Fetterman of Pennsylvania said in a state-
ment that senators should vote to expel 
Menendez because “we cannot have an 
alleged foreign agent in the United States 
Senate.”

But a vote to expel was unlikely before 
trial. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schum-
er, D-N.Y., has not called on Menendez to 
resign and has not commented on the new 
charge.

As desperation in Gaza grows, 
Israel pledges to block vital aid 
until Hamas releases hostages

JERUSALEM (AP) — The Israeli mili-
tary pulverized the Gaza Strip with air-
strikes, prepared for a possible ground inva-
sion and said Thursday its complete siege of 
the territory — which has left Palestinians 
desperate for food, fuel and medicine — 
would remain in place until Hamas militants 
free some 150 hostages taken during a grisly 
weekend incursion.

A visit by Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, along with shipments of U.S. 
weapons, offered a powerful green light to 
Israel to drive ahead with its retaliation in 
Gaza after Hamas' deadly attack on civil-
ians and soldiers, even as international aid 
groups warned of a worsening humanitarian 
crisis. Israel has halted deliveries of basic 
necessities and electricity to Gaza's 2.3 mil-
lion people and prevented entry of supplies 
from Egypt.

"Not a single electricity switch will be 
flipped on, not a single faucet will be turned 
on and not a single fuel truck will enter until 
the Israeli hostages are returned home," 
Israeli Energy Minister Israel Katz said on 
social media.

Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, an Israeli mili-
tary spokesman, told reporters Thursday that 
forces "are preparing for a ground maneu-
ver" should political leaders order one.

A ground offensive in Gaza, which is 
ruled by Hamas and where the population 
is densely packed into a sliver of land only 
40 kilometers (25 miles) long, would likely 
bring even higher casualties on both sides in 
brutal house-to-house fighting.

Hamas' assault Saturday and smaller 
attacks since have killed more than 1,300 
people in Israel, including 247 soldiers — 
a toll unseen in Israel for decades — and 
the ensuing Israeli bombardment has killed 
more than 1,530 people in Gaza, accord-
ing to authorities on both sides. Israel says 
roughly 1,500 Hamas militants were killed 
inside Israel, and that hundreds of the dead 
in Gaza are Hamas members. Thousands 
have been wounded on both sides.

As Israel pounds Gaza from the air, 
Hamas militants have fired thousands of 
rockets into Israel. Amid concerns that the 
fighting could spread in the region, Syrian 
state media reported that Israeli airstrikes on 
Thursday put two Syrian international air-
ports out of service.

The relentless barrage on Gaza — which 
the military said has so far involved 6,000 
munitions — left Palestinians running 
through streets, carrying their belongings 
and looking for safety

A strike Thursday afternoon in the Jab-

aliya refugee camp took down a residential 
building on families sheltering inside, kill-
ing at least 45 people, Gaza's Interior Min-
istry said. At least 23 of the dead were under 
the age of 18, including a month-old child, 
according to a list of the casualties.

The home belonging to the al-Shihab 
family was packed with relatives who had 
fled bombing in other areas. Neighbors said 
a second house was hit at the same time, but 
the toll was not immediately known. The 
Israeli military did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment.

"We can't flee because anywhere you go, 
you are bombed," one neighbor, Khalil Abu 
Yahia, said. "You need a miracle to survive 
here."

The number of people forced from their 
homes by the airstrikes soared 25% in a 
day, reaching 423,000 out of a population 
of 2.3 million, the U.N. said Thursday. Most 
crowded into U.N.-run schools.

Families were cutting down to one meal 
a day, said Rami Swailem, a 34-year-old 
lecturer at al-Azhar University, who had 
32 relatives sheltering in his home. Water 
stopped coming to the building two days 
ago, and they have rationed what's left in a 
tank on the roof.

Alaa Younis Abuel-Omrain has been 
staying in a U.N. school after a strike on her 
home killed eight members of her family — 
her mother, aunt, a sister, a brother and his 
wife and their three children. Most bakeries 
stopped producing bread for lack of electric-
ity.

"Even if there is food in some areas, we 
can't get to it because of strikes," she said.

On Wednesday, Gaza's only power sta-
tion ran out of fuel and shut down, leaving 
only lights powered by scattered private 
generators.

Hospitals, overwhelmed by a constant 
stream of wounded and running out of sup-
plies, have only a few days worth of fuel 
before their power cuts off, aid officials say.

"Without electricity, hospitals risk turn-
ing into morgues," said Fabrizio Carboni, 
regional director of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross. Newborn incuba-
tors, kidney dialysis machines, X-ray equip-
ment and more, are all dependent on power, 
he said.

Ambulance crews carrying bodies to the 
morgue at Gaza's biggest hospital, Shifa, 
found no space left. Dozens of full body 
bags were lined up in the hospital park-
ing lot. Fourteen health facilities have been 
damaged in strikes, health officials said 
Thursday.


