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Bluffton High School 
renovation plans 
come into focus

By HOLLY GASKILL
A series of improvements to 

Bluffton High School will go to 
bid this winter. With these proj-
ects, the building will likely take 
on a new look. 

Over the last several months, 
administration from Bluffton-
Harrison Metropolitan Schools has 
discussed issues with moisture in 
the high school, which have led 
to frequent roof repairs. It was 
also recently discovered that the 
construction of the window heads 
contributed to some of the mois-
ture damage. Superintendent Brad 
Yates advised the issues have been 
ongoing for multiple years. 

In August, the district formally 
issued a bond for a renovation 
project to resolve these issues 
— namely, the building’s roof. 
The bond totals $10 million and 
does not significantly affect the 
district’s tax rate due to expiring 
debt. 

As with any project, these 
renovations come with design 
options. During Monday’s board 
meeting, Emily Hower of Eleva-
tus Architecture displayed tenta-

tive final designs, which include 
a solid-colored BHS red double-
panel facade throughout the front 
entrance canopy and gymnasium 
area. The red will be accented by 
a deep gray color appearing on the 
canopy pillars and alongside the 
gymnasium. 

The area will also incorporate 
new signs. At the top of the canopy 
will read “Bluffton High School” 
with an indicative ‘B’ logo, which 
will be backlit at night. On the cor-
ner of the gymnasium, large letters 
will read “Home of the Tigers”, 
with a large tiger logo on the adja-
cent wall. The tiger logo will also 
be backlit at night.

Hower stated that the firm is 
also exploring designs to replace 
the brick road sign to match.

Given the nature of the repairs, 
board member Bruce Murray 
asked if someone would be on-
site to guarantee processes would 
be followed as expected. Hower 
confirmed the firm is prioritizing 
quality assurance, noting the prod-
ucts they plan to use will carry a 
10-year warranty, and the paint has 

Pictured above is the Bluffton 
High School design shown to 
the Bluffton-Harrison school 
board Monday night. The 
design featured the BHS 
colors and logos prominently. 
(Photo provided) At left, Emily 
Hower of Elevatus Architec-
ture discusses the project 
with the board. (Photo by 
Holly Gaskill)(Continued on Page 2)

Tiny builders
Joshua (left) and William Frauhiger help work on the building outside of the 100 block of 
West Market Street. The empty space is available to rent as an office space on the lower 
level, while the upper level will be an Airbnb property. (Photo by Sydney Kent)

Tourism grants available 
to market local events

By HOLLY GASKILL
Local tourism grants will soon be open to 

the public. 
The Wells County Convention and Visi-

tors Commission will award multiple grants 
to help market Wells County events in 
November and December. Businesses and 
organizations could receive up to $2,000 
individually toward the cost of print or 
online advertising, billboards, flyers, and/or  
other marketing opportunities. 

The application itself asks the business or 
organization to describe the event, how the 
grant will be used, and who will be targeted 
by the marketing, among other items. The 
Google form will soon be available visit-
wellscounty.com/contact. 

Tourism Coordinator Audry Dudley 

stated she wants to prioritize events that 
brought in outside tourism, which hopefully 
increases exposure to other local businesses 
and events, as well as overnight stays. 

During the commission’s meeting 
Wednesday morning, the board members 
voted 7-0 to allow the grant committee to 
review and approve relevant applications 
in between meetings. This contingency 
was allowed in case an application for an 
event would come in before their next meet-
ing, Nov. 8. Board members present for 
the meeting were Scott Elzey, Steve Hig-
gins, Michelle Blount, Zane Herr, Brandy 
Fiechter, Jon Winne, and Jeff Reed; Justin 
Osborne and Jay Esparza were absent.

The innkeepers tax, which adds a 5 per-

Norwell High School 
approves 2025 Japan trip

Republicans nominate Steve 
Scalise to be House speaker

By LISA MASCARO, 
KEVIN FREKING 

and FARNOUSH AMIRI 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Deeply divided 
Republicans nominated Rep. Steve Scalise 
on Wednesday to be the next House speaker 
but struggled to quickly unify and elect the 
conservative in a public floor vote after the 
historic ousting of Rep. Kevin McCarthy 
from the job.

In private balloting at the Capitol, House 
Republicans narrowly pushed aside Ohio 
Rep. Jim Jordan, the firebrand Judiciary 
Committee chairman, in favor of Scalise, 
the current majority leader. The Louisiana 
congressman, who is battling blood cancer, 
is seen as a hero to some after surviving a 
shooting on lawmakers at a congressional 

baseball game practice in 2017.
“We have a lot of work to do,” Scalise 

said afterward.
A floor vote of the whole House was 

expected but then abandoned by night-
fall. Tensions are still running high among 
Republicans and the House is at a stand-
still amid bitter infighting after McCarthy’s 
stunning removal last week. The House was 
gaveled into a brief session, then closed, 
with next steps uncertain.

It’s an extraordinary moment of political 
chaos at a time of uncertainty at home and 
crisis abroad, moving into a second week 
without a House speaker. Just 10 months 
after Republicans swept to power aspiring to 
operate as a team and run government more 
like a business, the GOP majority has drifted 

By HOLLY GASKILL
Another trip to Japan was approved for 

Norwell High School students Tuesday 
night. 

Jacob Bowman, physics teacher, and 
Mark Weinert, science teacher, presented a 
proposal to the Norwell Community Schools 
board Tuesday evening. The trip will look 
quite similar to the one taken this last sum-
mer but will add two days, now an 11 day 
trip. In doing so, the summer 2025 group can 
visit Hiroshima. 

The school board was very supportive of 
this change and trip. Board members Gene 
Donaghy and Chad Kline noted they’d like 
to see the teachers organize more opportuni-
ties to connect with the people and culture 
before traveling internationally.

The trip will cost approximately $6,489 
through the travel company EF Educational 
Tours. The school plans to send one chaper-
one for every six to seven students that attend.

The board later approved a bid package 
for new buildings and entrances for the foot-
ball and baseball fields. Springer noted one 
small change in the project specifications, 
which swapped flooring options to expand 
the concession stand by five feet. 

Bids for the project totaled $2,427,061. 
The board unanimously approved the bid 
package.

Also during the meeting, the district’s 
attorney, Nick Hursh, told the board that the 
separation agreement from the Adams-Wells 
Special Services Cooperative had been 
reached. He advised the process had taken 
roughly seven months given the language 
of the document, particularly in protecting 
the retirement benefits of teachers who will 
continue from the co-op to NWCS.

Norwell also agreed to transfer its shared 
ownership in any property and withdraw 
its representative leadership. NWCS will 
officially sever itself from the co-op until 
July 1, 2024, however, the school’s liability 
insurance with the co-op will continue until 
July 1, 2025. 

The board approved this agreement 5-0. 
Alongside this, Superintendent Mike 

Springer notified the board negotia-
tion regarding teaching contracts begins 
this week. He expected the process to go 
smoothly and agreement approval would 
follow in November. Additionally, no one 
from the public provided comment regard-
ing the 2024 budget.

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)



JERUSALEM (AP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu joined 
with a top political rival 
Wednesday to create a war-
time Cabinet to oversee the 
fight to avenge the gruesome 
weekend attack by Hamas 
militants. In the sealed-off 
Gaza Strip, Palestinian suf-
fering mounted as Israeli 
bombardment demolished 
neighborhoods and the only 
power plant ran out of fuel.

Netanyahu vowed to 
"crush and destroy" Hamas. 
"Every Hamas member is a 
dead man," he said in a tele-
vised address.

The new Cabinet estab-
lishes a degree of unity after 
years of bitterly divisive 
politics and at a time when 
the Israeli military appears 
increasingly likely to launch 
a ground offensive into 
Gaza. The war has already 
claimed at least 2,300 lives 
on both sides.

The Israeli government 
is under intense public 
pressure to topple Hamas 
after its militants stormed 
through a border fence Sat-
urday and massacred hun-
dreds of Israelis in their 
homes, on the streets and at 
an outdoor music festival.

Netanyahu alleged that 
the attackers engaged in 
atrocities, including binding 
boys and girls and shooting 
them in the head, burning 
people alive, raping women 
and beheading soldiers.

The prime minister's alle-
gations could not be inde-
pendently confirmed, and 
authorities did not imme-

diately offer further details. 
Rescue workers and witness-
es have described horrifying 
scenes, including the slaugh-
ter of elderly people and find-
ing bloody rooms crowded 
with massacred civilians.

Militants in Gaza are 
holding an estimated 150 
people taken hostage from 
Israel — soldiers, men, 
women, children and older 
adults — and they have fired 
thousands of rockets into 
Israel over the past five days.

The Cabinet, which will 
focus only on issues of war, 
will be led by Netanyahu; 
Benny Gantz, a senior oppo-
sition figure and former 
defense minister; and cur-
rent Defense Minister Yoav 
Gallant.

Still, Israel's political 
divisions remain. The coun-
try's chief opposition leader, 
Yair Lapid, was invited to 
join the Cabinet but did not 
immediately respond to the 
offer. It appeared that the 
rest of Netanyahu's existing 
government partners, a col-
lection of far-right and ultra-
Orthodox parties, would 
remain in place to handle 
non-war issues.

Israel 's  increasing-
ly destructive airstrikes 
in Gaza have flattened 
entire city blocks and left 
unknown numbers of bod-
ies beneath debris. A ground 
offensive in Gaza, whose 
2.3 million residents are 
densely packed into a tiny, 
coastal strip, would likely 
result in a surge of casualties 
for fighters on both sides.

Hamas on Wednesday 

launched a fresh barrage of 
rockets into Israel aimed at 
the southern town of Ash-
kelon.

The UN said late 
Wednesday the number of 
people displaced by the air-
strikes had soared 30 per-
cent within 24 hours, to 
339,000, two-thirds of them 
crowding into U.N. schools. 
Others sought shelter in the 
shrinking number of safe 
neighborhoods in the strip 
of land only 25 miles long, 
wedged among Israel, Egypt 
and the Mediterranean Sea.

After nightfall, Palestin-
ians were plunged into pitch 
blackness in large parts of 
Gaza City and elsewhere 
after the territory's only 
power station ran out of fuel 
and shut down. Only a few 
lights from private genera-
tors still glowed.

Israel on Monday halted 
the entry of food, water, fuel 
and medicine into the ter-
ritory. The sole remaining 
crossing from Egypt was 
shut down Tuesday after air-
strikes hit nearby.

The Gaza Strip's biggest 
hospital, Al-Shifa, has only 
enough fuel to keep power 
on for three days, said Mat-
thias Kannes, a Gaza-based 
official for Doctors Without 
Borders. The group said the 
two hospitals it runs in Gaza 
were running out of surgical 

equipment, antibiotics, fuel 
and other supplies.

Ghassan Abu Sitta, a 
reconstructive surgeon at 
al-Shifa, said he had 50 
patients waiting to go to the 
operating room.

"We're already beyond 
the capacity of the system 
to cope," he said. The health 
system "has the rest of the 
week before it collapses, not 
just because of the diesel. All 
supplies are running short."

The Palestinian Red 
Crescent said other hospi-
tals' generators will run out 
in five days. Residential 
buildings, unable to store as 
much diesel, likely will go 
dark sooner.

Egypt and international 
groups have been calling for 
humanitarian corridors into 
Gaza. Convoys stood loaded 
with fuel and food Wednes-
day on the Egyptian side 
of the Rafah crossing, but 
were unable to enter Gaza, 
an Egyptian security official 
said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity because he 
was not authorized to talk to 
the press.

In Gaza's Jabalia refugee 
camp, rescue workers and 
civilians carried men covered 
with blood and soot toward 
ambulances after strikes top-
pled buildings. Streets were 
left blanketed with metal and 
chunks of concrete.
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Weather
Thursday, October 12, 2023

(24-hour observations at 7:33 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 68; Low: 37; Precipitation: Trace of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.17  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. Partly 

sunny, with a high near 70. East wind around 5 mph. Chance 
of precipitation is 50 percent.

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 51. East wind 
around 10 mph. 

Friday: A 30 percent chance of showers after 2 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 73. East wind 10 to 15 mph, 
with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Friday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms, 
then showers and possibly a thunderstorm after 8 p.m. Low 
around 54. East wind 10 to 15 mph becoming south after 
midnight. Chance of precipitation is 90 percent. New rain-
fall amounts between a quarter and half of an inch possible. 

Saturday: Showers and thunderstorms likely, then show-
ers after 11 a.m. High near 59. Chance of precipitation is 80 
percent. New precipitation amounts between a tenth and 
quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in thun-
derstorms. 

Saturday Night: Showers, mainly before 8 p.m. Low 
around 44. Chance of precipitation is 80 percent.

Sunday: A 30 percent chance of showers, mainly after 2 
p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 55.

Sunday Night: A 30 percent chance of showers before 8 
p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 40.

Monday: A 40 percent chance of showers, mainly after 2 
p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 53.

Monday Night: A 30 percent chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 41.

Tuesday: A 30 percent chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 53.

Tuesday Night: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 41.

Wednesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 56.

Buy-Sell-Estate and Collection Appraisal
Strong Buyers of Old Coins, Silver Coins & Scrap Gold Jewelry

Solly’s Coins
• US Coins 

• Gold Coins 
• Silver Bullion 

• Proof & Mint Sets 
• Coin Supplies 

(Albums & Folders)

(260)747-0500 
NOW in Broadview Plaza Across the 

Street From Our Old Location!
6110 Bluffton Rd., Waynedale, Fort Wayne, IN 

Jim Sollberger, Owner 
sollycoins@comcast.net 

www.sollyscoins.com
Hours: T-F - 10-5  |  SAT - 10-2  |  or by Appointment

Health Communities

Bluffton man killed 
in Ind. 124 collision

A fatal crash on Ind. 124 claimed the life of a Bluffton 
woman Friday, Oct. 6.

In a press release, Adams County Sheriff Dan Mawhorr 
said lifesaving measurers were “exhausted” on Kim P. 
Graham, 70, Bluffton, who was pronounced dead at the 
scene. 

Law enforcement was contacted at approximately 4:24 
p.m regarding the collision at the intersection of Ind. 124 
and Adams County Road 200 East. Dean L. Ulrey, 74, Roc-
ford, Ohio, was reportedly driving a Chrysler Town and 
Country westbound on Ind. 124 and turned southbound 
on CR 200E, failing to yield to Graham, who was driving 
a GMC Sierra eastbound on Ind. 124. Ulrey’s vehicle was 
struck by Graham’s in the rear passenger side. Evidence 
then indicates Graham’s truck left the roadway and over-
turned.

A passenger of the Ulrey’s vehicle, Sandra J. Ulrey, was 
emergency transported by Adams County EMS to a Fort 
Wayne area hospital. 

The investigation is ongoing. Adams County depu-
ties were assisted by the Monroe Fire Department, Adams 
County EMS and Lutheran Air. 

By HOLLY GASKILL
The Wells County Council held a special meeting 

Wednesday night to correct a mistake in the original budget 
outline. 

While the council had agreed to budget $76,000 for the 
Purdue Extension 4-H Office, the approved ordinance did 
not include this data. Auditor Lisa McCormick noticed the 
mistake, and a special meeting was scheduled to approve a 
revised budget in Ordinance 2023-17. It was approved 6-0, 
with council members Seth Whicker, Todd Mahnensmith, 
Scott Ezley, Brandon Harnish, Steve Huggins, and Brian 
Lambert present and Vicki Andrews absent. 

The next regular council meeting is 7 p.m. Nov. 7.
holly@news-banner.com

Council approves 
corrected budget

a 30-year lifespan.
Also during the meet-

ing, Yates communicat-
ed he will soon explore 
options to replace the high 
school’s turf football field 
and the track. Either item, 
Yates said, has reached its 
expected lifespan and shows 
it. These items join a ros-
ter of projects the district 
is still planning, executing, 
or wrapping up at all three 
schools.

“Have you ever heard 
of construction fatigue?” 
Hower quipped. While 

met with laughs, board 
member Bruce Holland 
also noted,  “But this 
(moisture issue repairs) is 
a big one we can’t afford 
not to do.”

The board later accept-
ed a series of donations 
— $1,000 to the football 
program for equipment 
from James and Saun-
dra Wenger, clothing for 
the elementary school’s 
nurse’s clinic from Angela 
Harris, and shoes for the 
elementary school from 
Taylor Harris. 

holly@news-banner.com

cent tax to lodging rentals, 
has collected $61,988.71 
since February. However, 
Dudley clarified this num-
ber does not reflect a true 
total collection through 
September — the online 
rental and Airbnb portion 
collected by the Indiana 
auditor tends to be roughly 
60 days delayed. Even so, 
Dudley said the state has 
had some late adjustments 
from checks lost in the mail. 
Hotels and motels submit 
their portion to Wells Coun-
ty Treasurer Kathy Peeper 
every month.

As reported Wednesday, 
$56,620.86 was collected 
from hotels and motels and 
$5,367.85 from online book-
ings. 

Additionally, the board 
continued their discus-
sion regarding their stra-
tegic plan, which now 
included a chart outline. 
The plan outlines four pil-
lar statements: strengthen 
asset development, market 
activities, and attractions, 
enhance organizational 
awareness, and track and 
evaluate data.

The plan outlines several 
strategies for every pillar, 

including increasing educa-
tion about grant opportuni-
ties, developing maps of 
local attractions and way-
finding signs, and increas-
ing commission activities 
and brand awareness, among 
other items. 

A consensus of the board 
members was that the out-
lined plan offered room to 
grow and further develop 
ideas, possibly into a more 
formal document as needed. 
Chad Kline, executive direc-
tor of Economic Develop-
ment, advised the most 
important thing was that the 
plan included measurable 

goals.
Dudley formulated her 

monthly report with this 
in mind, categorizing her 
progress and accomplish-
ments under each of the 
four pillars. Notably, Dud-
ley took surveys at Ossian 
Days and Bluffton Street 
Fair to collect feedback 
from residents and visitors. 
She also provided Visi-
tor Guides for the Stauffer 
Farms Fall Fest.

The visitors commission 
will meet next at 8 a.m. on 
Nov. 8 at the Wells County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

holly@news-banner.com

far from that goal.
“We need to make sure we’re send-

ing a message to people all throughout 
the world, that the House is open to 
doing the people’s business,” Scalise 
said.

What’s uncertain is whether law-
makers who supported Jordan, the 
hard-liner backed by Donald Trump, 
will throw their support to Scalise 
in what is sure to be a close vote of 
the full House. Democrats are set to 
oppose the Republican nominee, eas-
ily nominating their leader, New York 
Rep. Hakeem Jeffries.

Jordan said little after the vote, only 
that the GOP majority “is divided.”

But Jordan did offer to give Scalise 
a nominating speech on the floor, in 
what would be a show of support dur-
ing a vote. And Jordan himself plans 
to vote for Scalise, and is encouraging 
his colleagues to do the same, said a 
person familiar with the private talks 
and granted anonymity to discuss 
them.

A centrist leader, Rep. Don Bacon, 
R-Neb., said, “We do need to get a 
speaker in place so we can govern.”

“What we should have heard today 
after the vote count was: ‘I will heartily 
support Steve. Let’s get behind him,’” 
Bacon said. “We did not hear that.”

Americans are watching. One-quar-
ter of Republicans say they approve 
of the decision by a small group of 
Republicans to remove McCarthy 
as speaker. Three in 10 Republicans 
believe it was a mistake, according to a 
poll from The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Research.

At the White House, presidential 
press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said, 
“We want to see the chaos be done 
with so that we can deliver for the 
American people.”

The hard-right coalition of lawmak-
ers that ousted McCarthy, R-Calif., 

has shown what an oversize role a few 
lawmakers can have in choosing his 
successor.

In a floor vote, Scalise would need 
to amass votes from almost all Repub-
licans to overcome the Democratic 
opposition. Usually, the majority need-
ed would be 218 votes, but there are 
currently two vacant seats, dropping 
the threshold to 217.

Many Republicans want to prevent 
the spectacle of a messy House floor 
fight like the grueling January brawl 
when McCarthy became speaker.

Behind closed doors, the Repub-
licans voted to set aside a proposed 
a rules change that would have tried 
to ensure a majority vote before the 
nominee was presented for a full floor 
vote.

Without the rules change, the 
Republican lawmakers would be 
expected to agree to a majority-
wins process. But several lawmakers 
announced they were not supporting 
Scalise.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, 
R-Ga., said she backed Jordan in the 
private ballot and would do so in 
the floor vote. Rep. Thomas Massie, 
R-Ky., said he let Scalise know “he 
doesn’t have my vote on the floor.”

Scalise worked from the speaker’s 
office at the Capitol, trying to shore up 
the vote.

“Steve’s going to have to talk to 
them all and see what their concerns 
are,” said McCarthy, who said he 
would be voting for Scalise.

Neither Scalise nor Jordan was seen 
as the heir apparent to McCarthy, who 
was removed in a push by the far-right 
flank after the speaker led Congress to 
approve legislation that averted a gov-
ernment shutdown. The next deadline 
to fund the government is Nov. 17, 
again threatening federal closures.

All three men have been here 
before. In 2018, they were similarly 

vying for leadership, with McCarthy 
and Scalise extending the rivalry to this 
day.

Scalise was in line for the job this 
time after McCarthy’s ouster, but faced 
a challenge from Jordan, a founding 
member of the Freedom Caucus, who 
was viewed as a more hard-edged 
option.

Jordan is known for his close alli-
ance with Trump, particularly when the 
then-president was working to overturn 
the results of the 2020 election, leading 
to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capi-
tol. Trump backed Jordan’s bid for the 
gavel.

Several lawmakers, including Rep. 
Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., who engineered 
McCarthy’s ouster, said they would be 
willing to support either Scalise or Jor-
dan.

“Long live Speaker Scalise,” Gaetz 
said after the vote.

McCarthy had briefly floated a pos-
sible comeback earlier this week but 
the eight hard-liners who helped engi-
neer his removal showed no signs of 
budging. He told his colleagues late 
Tuesday not to put his name forward 
for a nomination.

At the speaker’s office, where 
McCarthy’s name had still been out 
front since his ouster last week, crews 
were seen carting boxes and artwork 
out of the stately suite in the Capitol.

For now, Rep. Patrick McHenry, 
R-N.C., who was named as the speaker 
pro-tempore, is effectively in charge. 
He has shown little interest in expand-
ing his power beyond the role he was 
assigned — an interim leader tasked 
with ensuring the election of the next 
speaker.

The role was created in the after-
math of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks to ensure the continuity of gov-
ernment. McHenry’s name was at the 
top of a list submitted by McCarthy 
when he became speaker in January.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Tourism grants

House speaker

Israel forms unity government to oversee war
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Police Notebook

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

One StopOne Stop

FREE FOUNTAIN 
DRINK WITH 
PURCHASE of 
an any of THESE 
MEALS or purchase 
of a breakfast pizza 
or sandwich
Now thru November 1st

Chicken & Tenders
12 pc chicken
6 Tenders
6 Biscuits
Family Fries
Chicken
12 pc chicken
6 Biscuits
Family Fries

Tenders
12 Tenders
6 Biscuits
Family Fries

1303 South Main • Bluffton • 824-4848

Hot. Fresh. 
Good to go!

New Owners! Come See Us!

Nicholson receives Member 
of the Month recognition

The Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce is delighted to announce Dr. Teresa 
Nicholson of Nicholson Family Dental as 
the October Member of the Month. This 
prestigious recognition is awarded to Dr. 
Nicholson in appreciation of her dedication 
and outstanding contributions to the field of 
dentistry, and her commitment to providing 
exceptional dental care to the Bluffton com-
munity.

Dr. Teresa Nicholson, an esteemed den-
tist with nearly two decades of experience, 
took ownership of Nicholson Family Dental 
in Bluffton in 2014. She acquired the prac-
tice from Dr. Rob Evans, who was retiring 
at the time, and was also managing an office 
in Muncie. Within two years, Nicholson’s 
dedication and expertise led to substantial 
growth in the Bluffton practice, prompting 
the expansion of the facility to accommo-
date more patients.

In her pursuit of excellence, Nicholson 
made the decision to sell her Muncie prac-
tice, allowing her to focus entirely on serv-
ing the Bluffton community and eliminat-
ing the challenges of managing two offices 
simultaneously.

Nicholson’s passion for her profession 
lies in its flexibility and versatility. She con-
tinually seeks to enhance her services, offer-
ing a range of treatments beyond traditional 
dentistry. Among her innovative offerings is 
“facial rejuvenation,” a procedure designed 
to address a variety of facial concerns, 
including scars, wrinkles, fine lines, acne, 
and large pores. This treatment utilizes a 
patient’s own blood components to pro-
mote healing. Nicholson performs micro-
needling and applies the patient’s platelets 
to tighten and heal the skin. Her unique 
qualifications as a dentist also enable her to 
provide prescription-strength numbing for 
patient comfort.

Her dedication to patient well-being and 

her credentials as a licensed practitioner set 
her apart, allowing her to offer advanced 
treatments that an esthetician cannot repli-
cate. 

“The procedure is very good for your 
complexion and for those of us that are 
aging it can help with confidence, appear-
ance and simply feel better about our-
selves,” explained Nicholson.

One of the remarkable aspects of Nich-
olson’s practice is her credentialing at 
Parkview Hospital to treat children and spe-
cial needs patients under anesthesia. She 
provides essential dental care to individuals 
with complex needs who cannot be treated 
in a standard dental office setting. Nichol-
son has held these credentials at Parkview 
since 2009, demonstrating her commitment 
to ensuring access to dental care for all.

Nicholson Family Dental offers a com-
prehensive range of services, including reg-
ular dental cleanings, fillings, extractions, 
and the innovative facial rejuvenation treat-
ment.

Nicholson said, “I am here to help people 
and keep them from having major prob-
lems. Life isn’t perfect and a mouth isn’t 
either. I’m not looking for perfection, but I 
am looking for a logical approval to keeping 
people’s mouths healthy.”

Nicholson Family Dental is open 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday and from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday. Nicholson and her team look 
forward to welcoming new and exist-
ing patients to experience the exceptional 
care and expertise that have earned her the 
title of October Member of the Month by 
the Wells County Chamber of Commerce 
Ambassadors.

For more information or to schedule 
an appointment, please contact Nicholson 
Family Dental at 116 East Dustman Road, 
Bluffton, Indiana, or call 260-824-2811.

Pictured in the photo left to right: Alyssa Brown, Archbold & Lewis; Erin Prible, executive direc-
tor, Wells County Chamber of Commerce; Dr. Teresa Nicholson, Nicholson Family Dental; Nick 
Huffman, Steffen Group; Aubrie Leas; Jayde Ketring, First Bank of Berne; Maddie Jacobs; Keith 
Muhlenkamp, First Merchants Bank; Andrea Grimm; and Piercen Harnish, Shelton Financial 
Group. (Photo submitted)

American Legion Fish Fry
The American Legion Post 111 will host a fish fry from 5-7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 20. The 

three-piece fish dinner will include French fries, coleslaw and a dessert for $12. A carry-out 
option is also available.

Tickets must be purchased in advance at the post or by calling 260-824-3815.

Fall Fest Oct. 14 at 
Ouabache

Part 1 of Ouabache State 
Park’s Fall Fest activities will 
be held this Saturday, Oct. 14.

Activities will include:
10 a.m.: Bison Feeding at 

the Bison Pen.
10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Spooky 

Scavenger Hunt. With par-
ticipants entered in a draw-
ing to win an annual park 
pass.

1 p.m.: The annular 
eclipse! Eclipse glasses will 
be available for purchase at 
the park office.

5-7 p.m.: Trick-or-
Treating throughout the 
campground. Awards for 
campsite decoration will be 
announced after the trick-or-
treating.

More information at 
(260) 824-0926 or at www.
dnr.IN.gov

Emily Jane Butler, born April 
28, 1973, passed away Oct. 
10, 2023 at Lutheran Hospital 
in Fort Wayne. Emily was 50 
years old.

An artist and dreamer at 
heart, Emily was a talented 
painter and a holistic health 
coach. She studied Spanish in 
Spain, the Impressionist Art 
movement in France, spent 
her 30th birthday in Italy, and 
lived for several years in Port-
land, Ore. Emily volunteered for a time as 
a docent at the Portland Art Museum and 
the Children’s Museum in Indianapolis. 
She was also a talented flamenco dancer, 
a self-described “foodie,” and an excellent 
cook. She has lived in Bluffton for the past 
ten years.

Emily was an adored daughter, sis-
ter, aunt, cousin, and friend known for 
her delightful laugh and quick sense of 
humor. She lived a life of optimism, grati-
tude, love, and joy, and believed that 
challenges in life were opportunities for 
growth.

In her final week at Lutheran Hospi-
tal, after each difficult treatment or pro-
cedure, she took her caregivers’ hand in 
hers, looked them directly in the eye, and 
thanked them for their kindness and ser-
vice to her. Her family shares her grati-

tude for her comforting care 
and wishes to thank the friends 
and family who have been, and 
continue to be, so supportive 
during this time.

Emily is survived by her par-
ents, Tom and Maureen (Thom-
as) Butler; her sisters, Mary 
(Scott) Harpin and Margaret 
(Peg) Horner; two beloved niec-
es; and dozens of aunts, uncles, 
cousins and friends.

A Mass of Chrisitan Burial will 
be held at 11 a.m. Monday, Oct. 16, 2023, 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church with Father 
David Violi celebrating mass. Visitation 
will be held from 10 to 11 a.m., the time 
of mass, at the church. Burial will follow at 
Elm Grove Cemetery in Bluffton. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Wells County Foundation. 
These contributions will fund a college 
scholarship in Emily’s name that will be 
awarded to a Wells County student cou-
rageous enough to study art, and to con-
tinue to use their creative talents to make 
the world a more beautiful place.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Lemler family 
of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in 
Bluffton. Friends can send online condo-
lences to the Butler family at www.thom-
arich.com.

Emily Jane Butler, 50

Kim P. Graham, 70, of Bluffton, 
passed away Friday evening, 
Oct. 6, 2023, in Adams County, 
as the result of an automobile 
accident. 

Kim was born in Bluffton on 
April 13, 1953, to Glenn and 
Joan (Schumacher) Graham. 
Both parents preceded him in 
death. 

Kim graduated from Norwell 
High School in 1971 and was a 
third generation lifelong agri-
cultural and dairy farmer in Wells County. 
He also worked for over ten years for W 
& W Concrete (Speedway) in Bluffton. Kim 
loved old westerns and was an avid New 
York Yankees fan. He also loved his Collie 
dogs and his International Harvester trac-
tors. 

Survivors include a daughter, Carla 
(Mindy) Graham of Chesapeake, Va.; a 

son, Daniel Graham of Bluff-
ton; a sister, Kay (Jim) Crow of 
Bluffton; his long-time partner, 
Lori Wile of Bluffton; Lori’s chil-
dren, Jennifer Cook of Union-
dale, and Jason (Makayla) 
Cook of Ossian; along with 
four grandchildren, Charliee 
Graham, Keeghan Shuman, 
Kamdyn Shuman, and Kasetyn 
Shuman.

A casual receiving of friends 
and family will be held Thurs-

day, Oct. 12, 2023, from 4:00 until 7:00 
p.m., at Goodwin — Cale & Harnish Memo-
rial Chapel in Bluffton. 

In honor of Kim’s three-year battle with 
cancer, memorial contributions may be 
made to Friends Who Care Cancer Relief 
Foundation.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.

Kim P. Graham, 70

Janet E. Grimm, 91, of Bluff-
ton passed away Tuesday 
afternoon, Oct. 10, 2023, at 
Ossian Health Care.

Janet was born March 11, 
1932 in Wells County to Gerald 
and Ciecle (Kennedy) Nusbau-
mer. She graduated from Ches-
ter Center High School in 1950. 

She worked in production 
at Sheller Globe in Montpelier 
for 23 years, retiring in 1992. 
Janet volunteered with the 
Wells County Auxiliary at the Bargain Hut 
for many years. She enjoyed bowling with 
the Bluffton Ladies Bowling Leagues. She 
loved to read James Patterson mysteries; 
she was a very talented piano and organ 
player. Janet will be known for crocheting 
baby blankets for all of her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, along with mak-
ing quilts for them as wedding gifts.

On Dec. 26, 1977, Janet and Gerald L. 
“Pete” Grimm were married. He preceded 
her in death on Sept. 30, 1988.

Survivors include her children; Shirley 
(Michael) Meyer of Hoagland, Kenneth 
(Nancy) Habig of Gainsville, Fla., David 
(Janalyn) Habig of Indianapolis, Mary 
(Claudio) Basicili of Columbia, Ky., Penel-
ope (Lee) Gearhart of Texas, and Jeffrey 
(Valerie) Habig of Bluffton; along with 13 

grandchildren and 21 great-
grandchildren. She is survived 
by a sister Beverly Mugg of San 
Diego, Calif.

Janet is also survived by step-
children; Susan (Bill) Warren of 
Berne, Beverly (Marvin) Salyers 
of Bluffton, Mike (Gwen) Grimm 
of Keystone, Dave (Cherry) 
Grimm of Bluffton; along with 13 
step-grandchildren, and 17 step-
great-grandchildren.

Janet is preceded in death by 
her husband Pete; her parents; a sister 
Mariana Wentz; a brother, Roderick Nus-
baumer; and a step-son, John Kleinknight.

Funeral service will be at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 15, 2023, at the Thoma/Rich, Lem-
ler Funeral Home in Bluffton with Pastor 
Steve Sutton officiating.

Visitation will take place 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Sunday, prior to the funeral service.

Burial will follow at Woodlawn Cem-
etery in Montpelier.

Memorials may be made to the Bargain 
Hut.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Lemler fam-
ily of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home 
in Bluffton. Friends can send online con-
dolences to the family at www.thomarich.
com.

Janet E. Grimm, 91

Peggy L. Driver, 82, of Montpelier, 
passed away Oct. 10, 2023.  She was born 
on Dec. 16, 1940, in Indianapolis.  She 
married Henry Clay Driver on April 18, 
1968.

She is survived by her children, Bud Gar-
mon and Roger (Yolanda) Garmon, both 
of Montpelier; stepdaughter, Sherry Perry, 
Scottsville, Ky.; seven grandchildren, 10 
great-grandchildren, three step-grandchil-
dren, and nine step-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, parents, Elmer Malston and Lillian 
(Eaton) Malston, and two children, Gary 
Garmon and Loretta Garmon. 

Family and friends may gather from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Oct. 14 at Walker & 
Glancy Funeral Home, 109 W Windsor St. 
in Montpelier. A service will follow at 1 
p.m. with Pastor Steve Rogers officiating. 
Interment will follow in the Alexandria 
IOOF Cemetery in Alexandria.

Peggy L. Driver, 82

INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 2:20 p.m., 400 

block of Homestead Court. 
Caller requested to speak 
to an officer regarding sus-
picious calls her mother 
received.

Tuesday, 2:53 p.m., 
West Water and North Oak 
streets. Car accident report-
ed.

Tuesday, 3:36 p.m., 700 
block of North Main Street. 
Caller reported multiple 
vehicles parked at a stor-
age unit with the door open. 
Caller stated subjects never 
move items out and are 
there frequently. 

Tuesday, 4:22 p.m., 70 
block of Capri Court. Caller 
reported man screaming and 
yelling. 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., 1000 
block of Clark Avenue. Call-
er reported sister threatened 
her child during verbal argu-
ment. 

Tuesday, 6:31 p.m., 70 

block of Capri Court. Caller 
reported man yelling and 
slamming things again.

Tuesday, 10:44 p.m., 
Goodyear Tire Service. 
Report of 3 males in dump-
sters for 15-20 minutes. 
Officers did not locate any-
one. 

Wednesday, 4:53 a.m., 
Airplane Express and Ser-
vice Station. Caller reported 
a thirsty thief who drank a 
Monster energy drink and 
consumed a salad and sand-
wich on the property with-
out paying for them. He 
reportedly also took addi-
tional drinks with him. 

Wednesday, 5:02 a.m., 
600 block of West Spring 
Street. Caller reported van-
dalism.

Wednesday, 6:04 a.m., 
West Wabash and North 
Morgan streets. Driver cited 
for speeding 50 mph in a 30 
mph zone.

Wednesday, 8:02 a.m., 
Advance Auto Parts. Report 

of a vehicle in parking lot 
with slashed tires.

Wednesday, 8:34 a.m., 
Walmart. Driver issued a 
citation for disregarding a 
stop sign. 

Wednesday, 11:41 a.m., 
Riverstone Dental. Report 
of a construction crew con-
cerned about a subject on 
the property, believes he is 
homeless. 

Wednesday, 1:15 p.m., 
Arby’s. Welfare check 
requested for elderly man 
in parking lot looking very 
confused.

County:
Tuesday, 2:00 p.m., West 

100 South and South 200 
West, Keystone. Concerned 
citizen approached the offi-
cer about the state of the 
railroad. Officer observed 
several pot holes down to 
the number two rock foun-
dation and several places 
pavement was missing. 
Reported to the N&S hotline 

(Continued on Page 10)
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Kestrel conundrum culminated
‘Twas a mystery. 

Angelpond’s south bank’s 
overgrown plant life 
extended eight feet over 
the water. Not in, but 
over. 

‘Twas it purslane or spurge? The 
“p” variety became a pretty healthy 
food option. Spurge could be toxic. 
It grew so well it resembled an inva-
sive. Only occasionally did it allow 
an arrowhead plant to emerge. 

Arrowhead is considered invasive. 
Anglekeep likes it because its stems 
are the birthplace of hundreds of 
dragonflies. 

It seemed unfortunate E. B. Wil-
liamson no longer lived. He probably 
could identify the purslane/spurge 
conundrum. He was a genius and 
could identify anything, plant or ani-
mal. Dragonflies. Water plants. Birds. 
Irises. Mushrooms. Even banking. 
He knew. Ultimately, E. B. became 
Bluffton’s greatest human asset.

One purslane plant could produce 
200,000 seeds, each capable of liv-
ing 40 years. Purslane grew as an 
extremely healthy vegetable. Spurge 
was a scourge. Angelkeep, being 
unaware of truth, began mucking, 
not harvesting. Rake out and destroy, 
rather than top with Caesar’s dressing 
and croutons.

As Angelpond’s shoreline cleared, 
many critters celebrated. Deer drank. 
Birds waded. Frogs croaked. Oops! 
One bullfrog croaked in a bad way 
when a great blue heron opted for 
a frog legs meal rather than fish. 
Angelkeep once ate frog legs. Just the 
hind legs. Of course, they tasted like 
chicken. A heron ate all four legs at 
once, plus all parts in-between. Head 
first. The last sighting of bullfrog was 
the two-foot slide down heron’s long 
neck. The descending bulge appeared 
to be a final wave goodbye.

That might 
have been an 
Angelkeep Jour-
nals’ record for 
an opening segue 
(pronounced seg-
way) into a topic, 
today being a kes-
trel conundrum.

The mucked-out, cleared shoreline 
of Angelpond looked invitingly beau-
tiful from the kitchen window. Past 
sweaty work paid dividends once all 
the critters began enjoying the shore-
line again. Sometimes the camera 
zoom lens provided identification 
assistance. The pond location’s dis-
tance became an observation handi-
cap to an old man’s aging eyesight.

“What’s that on the pond edge?” 
Gwen asked.

Nikon zoom provided the answer. 
“Hawk,” said I. Thankfully Gwen 
didn’t ask, “What kind?”

Hawk identification grew to be 
an Angelkeep nightmare. Multiple 
kinds. If you missed last month’s 
hawk column, you missed “A chance 
of 10,000 lifetimes.” It identified a 
red-tail hawk visiting the house patio. 
It didn’t want to leave. Just like a 
particular aging old man in his patio 
rocking chair.

The hawk variety question arose 
once again. Angelkeep previously 
identified sharp-shinned, coopers, 
and last month’s column hero. Indi-
ana supports seven-to-nine hawk 
varieties, depending on which web-
site could be believed. Angelkeep’s 
hawk perched on a pond-edge stake 
defied identification as one of the for-
mer visitors.

When Zanesville’s Chaney broth-
ers dug Angelpond in 1999, the 
empty 15-foot hole was bordered 
with wooden stakes marking the 
future pond’s edge based on the level 
of the overflow ground. All transit-
set stakes were perfectly placed. 
Three yet survived. One served the 
unknown hawk as a rest perch. The 
hawk hopped down and drank freely 
from Angelpond’s mucked edge. It 
flew away without introducing itself.

One Facebook friend identified 
it as a kestrel. Thus today’s title: 
“Kestrel conundrum.” This hawk’s 
tail failed to match any kestrel photos 
online. Tail-feather tips held pure 
snow-white color. The tail’s length 
measured less than eight inches based 
on a comparison to the stake’s height. 
The remainder of the tail-feathers 
held stripes. Three sets of black and 
light tan. Black stripes were two-
thirds the size of the wider tan parts. 
White, black, tan, black, tan, black, 
tan. That distinctive tail failed to 
match any hawk found online until 
running across photos of a Northern 
Harrier.

A Northern Harrier had a white 
rump. So did Angelkeep’s stake-
perching hawk. Breast, beak, eyes, 
and more matched the harrier. Dig-
ital-images.net provided definitive 
photos. Northern Harriers live year-
round in this area and eat mice and 
frogs, no chickens. Angelpond was a 
frog pond.

Kestral conundrum culminated.
In the spirit of Wells County Pub-

lic Library’s One Book One County, 
and John Green’s “The Anthropocene 
Reviewed,” Angelkeep gave North-
ern Harrier four stars. Angelkeep 
waits to rate kestral.

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

There is national incredulity, exhaus-
tion, embarrassment, disgust and fatalism 
about the political parties’ inability to 
generate palatable presidential choices. 
Tim Scott could alter this with a trifecta of 
statesmanlike acts: withdrawing from the 
competition for the Republican presiden-
tial nomination, challenging others to do 
likewise and exhorting them to join him in 
supporting Nikki Haley.

This is the South Carolina senator’s 
choice: He can acknowledge that his ener-
getic campaigning has failed to enkindle 
sufficient enthusiasm and depart as he 
campaigned, cheerfully. Or he can try to become 
someone whom, to his credit, he has no aptitude for 
being — another peddler of synthetic anger, stoking 
today’s rage culture.

Of Scott we may say what Sam Rayburn, Demo-
cratic House speaker for 17 years, reportedly said 
of Dwight D. Eisenhower when in 1948 Democrats 
contemplated giving Ike their presidential nomination: 
“Good man but wrong business.” Actually, Ike was, 
like Scott, a good man and, as Scott someday could 
be, a fine president. Scott is not, however, the man for 
this season.

By catalyzing a coalescence around Haley, Scott 
could transform the nation’s political mood. As long 
as the Republican race pits Donald Trump against a 
cluster of lagging pursuers, the nominating electorate 
cannot ponder a binary choice. When, however, it is 
Trump against one experienced, polished, steely and 
unintimidated adversary, voters can internalize this 
exhilarating reality: There is a choice suitable for a 
great nation.

Scott could mercifully end the candidates’ miser-
able “debates,” which are caricatures of real ones and 
diminish everyone involved. (In the Lincoln-Douglas 
debates, one spoke for an hour, the other for 90 min-
utes, then the first speaker delivered a 30-minute 
answer.) More 60-second simplicities about complexi-
ties will benefit only the nonparticipating candidate, 
who has time on his side.

Trump is so deeply shallow that many might 
still underestimate his potential destructiveness, of 
which fresh evidence constantly accumulates. Most 
recently: his reported telling a foreign blatherskite* 
secret details concerning U.S. nuclear submarines, 
the foundation of deterrence. A reelected Trump, 
having promised to secure Russia’s success against 
Ukraine — he vows to end the war “in 24 hours” — 
would mean the unraveling of collective security, 
from Europe to the Far East: Serious nations will not 
tether themselves to a United States that tethers itself 
to someone who is in equal measures frivolous, petu-
lant and malevolent.

If after Super Tuesday (March 5), a Trump nomi-

nation seems highly probable, a serious third-
party candidacy will become probable, as will 
multiplying uncertainties. If, however, Haley 
deflates the Trump blimp, the Democratic 
Party also could benefit.

She would be heavily favored against the 
fast-fading President Biden. So, if her nomina-
tion becomes likely, Democratic panic might 
produce what Democratic prudence evidently 
will not: a 2024 ticket other than one joining 
someone no longer fit for the presidency with 
someone who never will be fit.

Haley has established policy preeminence 
among her Republican rivals. Regarding for-

eign policy, she has been the most forthright against 
the amalgam of nihilism, isolationism and opportun-
ism currently fueling many elected Republicans’ 
eagerness to appease Russia. In domestic policy, 
she alone is ready to address, with changes affecting 
only people far from retirement, the unsustainable 
trajectory of Social Security and Medicare, and this 
ticking fiscal time bomb: Soon, the federal govern-
ment will spend $1 trillion annually on debt service 
alone.

Haley’s policy preeminence among the Republican 
aspirants must become political preeminence, quickly. 
What Gen. Douglas MacArthur said of military disas-
ters is also true of political ones: They are explained 
by two words — “too late.” Too late to respond pro-
actively. With every passing day, the probability of a 
national disgrace — a Trump nomination — increas-
es. And with it the probability of another disgrace, a 
Biden-Trump rematch, which might mean the prob-
ability of another Trump presidency.

The Republican contenders are unintentionally 
enacting a political version of the tragedy of the com-
mons: When everyone has a right to graze cattle on 
the commons, no one has an incentive for restraint; 
soon, the commons are barren and all who pursued 
their self-interest are equally injured.

If four or more of Trump’s Republican rivals slog 
on, each hoping a strong Iowa showing will propel 
them to stronger ones in New Hampshire and South 
Carolina, they are all likely to finish with equally 
barren prospects. Their replication of the tragedy of 
the commons will, unless disrupted now, produce a 
national tragedy. Tim Scott, by acting boldly — one 
might say presidentially — against a dismally predict-
able political dynamic, could give a grateful nation 
hope for the redemption of this shabby era.

- — -
Disclosure: The columnist’s wife, Mari Will, an 

adviser to Republican presidential candidate Sen. Tim 
Scott (S.C.), disagrees with this column.

*Editor’s Note: blatherskite — a person who talks 
at great length without making much sense.

georgewill@washpost.com.

George
Will

Tim Scott, please drop out, urge others 
to follow and unite behind Nikki Haley

Tim Scott

Nikki Haley

Why do even popular bills 
get hung up in Congress?

It’s not hard to imagine that as 
Congress edged closer and closer to 
shutting down the US government at 
the end of September, most Americans 
watched with a sense of both disbelief 
and bemusement. Disbelief, because 
on Congress’s list of key responsibili-
ties, keeping the federal government 
running surely ranks near the top. And 
some degree of confusion because, 
given overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port for passing spending 
bills, how could things have 
gotten so dire?

Before we get to that, 
though, it’s worth remem-
bering that to some extent 
this is just Congress being 
Congress. At the best of times, the congressional process 
is slow, messy, complex, and often contentious—regard-
less of where popular sentiment lies. Not only is it not 
designed for quick action, it’s actually structured to slow 
things down so that matters of national importance can 
get a careful look.

In general, bills have to go through the committee 
system, which in an ideal world adds both expertise and 
additional scrutiny to the process—but also adds time. 
They’re subject to debate both in committee and on the 
floor of each chamber—and, in the Senate, always at 
risk of being filibustered. At every step of the process, 
interest groups and lobbyists are weighing in—often 
behind the scenes—in a full-court press to shape or 
block a bill. Procedural rules offer plenty of opportuni-
ties for individual members to block progress even in 
the face of widespread condemnation from colleagues, 
as Alabama GOP Sen. Tommy Tuberville has been 
facing for holding up military promotions and appoint-
ments. Sometimes, getting to a majority in both houses 
on the same piece of legislation can feel like a minor 
miracle, requiring negotiation, compromise, and lots of 
patience.

Our history offers plenty of examples. It took well 
over a year for the Affordable Care Act to win passage 
in 2010, despite strong public support for health care 
reform. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 faced concerted 
opposition from southern senators in particular, though 
it enjoyed the support of a majority of Americans. 
Immigration reform has been a perennial top-of-mind 
issue on Capitol Hill, with members of Congress and 
the public at large agreeing that it needs to happen and 
many on both sides of the aisle believing that undocu-
mented immigrants need a “pathway to citizenship,” yet 
disagreements over how to achieve reform have stymied 
legislation for decades.

To be sure, Congress can act very quickly when it 
needs to, especially in the face of a national emergency: 
after 9/11, during the 2008 financial crisis, when con-
fronted with the Covid pandemic. And in the past, even 
when the appropriations process to fund the federal gov-
ernment has hit snags, Congress has been able to move 
quickly to pass a continuing resolution or an omnibus 
spending bill to avert a shutdown.

But when both Congress and the nation are polarized 
and Congress itself is closely divided along partisan 
lines, everything becomes more difficult. This is espe-
cially so in the House these days, where, as we’ve seen, 
just a tiny handful of members can gum things up and 
the GOP speaker faces the constant prospect of losing 
his post if even a single member of his caucus decides 
to give it a shot. In other words, the potential for messi-
ness, gridlock, and obstruction has reached new heights 
this year.

Yet despite all this, there’s one other key thing to 
remember: When it comes to its most important busi-
ness, like passing appropriations bills and funding the 
government, Congress always comes through. Debate 
might be contentious and every so often we face a shut-
down—with all the disruption and political fallout that 
entails—but eventually every department will get its 
funds. Given all the forces arrayed against making prog-
ress, that’s no small feat.

Lee Hamilton is a distinguished scholar with the IU School of 
Global and International Studies. He was a member of the U.S. 

House of Representatives for 34 years.

Hoosier
Opinions

Lee
Hamilton

As an Indiana citizen you 
have the right to inspect and 
copy most governmental records 
and attend government meet-
ings.

Open review and dis-
cussion of government 
actions are fundamental 
principles of our form of 
government.

If you feel you have 
been improperly denied access 

to a record or a public meeting, 
you are encouraged to contact 
the office of the Public Access 
Counselor, an office established 
by the Governor to deal with 
access complaints.

Call 1-800-228-6013
   You may discuss 

your issue with an 
access counselor free 
of charge.

Your Right to Know
A continuing series on how to contact government officials
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A home tour, and the many memories with it
OK, what I would really 

like is an open house and 
host all of you for a meal, 
get acquainted, and the like. 
I know it’s impossible, but 
I won’t stop wishing for it. 
Daniel was bound and deter-
mined that we should travel 
to Ohio or somewhere closer 
to you to allow me to meet 
you. He was going to make 
it happen by this year, but 
plans have changed since he 
went to heaven. We’ll see 
what comes together- one 
day.

For now, I’ll take you on 
a little tour of our home as a 
reader suggested.

Oh my, where do you 
want to start? Hop on the 
pony cart, and let’s be off- 
don’t worry, we’ll bring you 
back safely. On either side of 
the dusty, gravel road, you’ll 
notice corn fields and pas-
tures for Grandpa’s horses 
and beef cows, including one 
that Daniel had bought as a 
calf that spring just before he 
passed.

Uncle Paul owned the 
little country store less than 
a half mile from our house, 
and has now been sold to his 
daughter and son-in-law and 
Daniel’s parents. Shopping 
there is always enjoyable, 
providing the children keep 
in mind we can’t buy every 
other item.

Returning home, Tissa, 
our new pony, will naturally 
take you straight into our 
driveway, where the road 
makes a sharp right.

Picture this: when I was 
five years old, and we lived 
in the large Amish communi-
ty of Holmes County, Ohio, 
we came to Illinois, and my 
parents told me we would 
live ‘over there.’ I didn’t get 
it — it was only a barren 
field with woods beyond it 
as far as I could see. How 

could we live there?
Today, 28 years later, it 

doesn’t seem like the same 
lonely field. Driving into 
our lane, you’ll notice maple 
trees along the right side, 
which my dad planted years 
ago. On the left is a row of 
pine trees my husband plant-
ed five years ago after we 
bought this home. Beyond 
pines is our chestnut grove, 
where Hubby poured in his 
heart to provide work and 
grub for his growing chil-
dren.

As we keep going, we’ll 
loop past our garden and 
through the front yard; yes, 
I know, it’s not necessarily 
found to be proper, but our 
front yard gets lots of use 
on all sides. It is big enough 
for the boys to play softball 
or for Julia to ride horseback 
with Tissa.

The shop my dad built 
sits next to the house. Dad 
worked with multiple types 
of wood and rustic furniture 
designs. Thus, he extended 
his shop numerous times. 
It is now large enough to 
host weddings, funerals, and 
other events with many peo-
ple.

Across from the shop is 
the barn- one of my favor-
ite places. I know barns can 
be smelly and lots of work, 
but our love for animals 
outweighs all that. I have 
been amazed at how tonic 
animals can be to struggling 
children. If they can care for 
an animal, it’s next to them 
getting the care themselves 
when Mom can’t take care 
of everything all at once. 
We hope to get more ani-
mals next summer once we 
redid our fencing system; we 

constantly need to be on the 
lookout for coons, minks, 
foxes, and such that want to 
steal our ducks.

Daisy, the milk goat, has 
done fantastic in clipping 
back weeds behind the barn 
or wherever we tie her. Her 
young kid, Lily, runs with 
the sheep. Hopefully, she’ll 
also be having babies by 
next year.

Next, we’ll return beyond 
the shop to a particular spot 
I visit almost daily. It’s my 
little sanctuary Daniel built 
that last winter before he 
went home to heaven. He 
made it a temporary home 
for Cousin Owen, yet in my 
heart, I knew that’s where I 
would someday spend time 
with God. I had no idea how 
it would ever happen with 
children who need me 24/7. 
Since he passed, family and 
friends have taken turns to 
watch the children daily for 
an hour to allow me to pray, 
grieve, and rest.

We enjoy going back as a 
family, but at this point, it is 
mostly for my quiet hour.

Taking a walk back to the 
house, I’ll take you in the 
front door to the living room. 
If you come on a winter eve-
ning, you’ll probably find us 
sitting on the floor playing 
Memory or UNO or sitting 
around the living room sing-
ing.

Come on out into the 
kitchen! Here, we have tea, 
cookies, and good conversa-
tions. You’ll notice our new 
double doors going off of the 
kitchen and back onto the 
deck that has been replaced 
this summer. One of my pri-
mary plans with the deck is 

to host guests in the evening, 
invited or not invited. So 
have a seat and stay a while!

This week, my mom 
made a tasty casserole, 
which we served to the Stoll 
brothers and their families 
who came to help us with 
fencing. The casserole was 
warm and satisfying as 
the temperature around us 
dropped.

We plan to put a screen 
around the deck later this 
fall; you can leave your mos-
quito spray at home!

Herb Roasted Chicken 
Thighs and Potatoes

8 boneless chicken thighs
1 onion, cut into chunks
1 sweet potato, cut into 

chunks
3 red potatoes, cut into 

chunks
SAUCE:
1 /4 cup butter
4 garlic cloves, crushed
1 teaspoon brown sugar

1 /2 teaspoon salt
1/ 2 teaspoon pepper
1 /2 teaspoon poultry sea-

soning
1 /4 teaspoon cayenne 

pepper
1 tablespoon chopped 

fresh parsley
Lay chicken and vegeta-

bles in a large greased skillet 

or a 9 X 13 baking dish.
Make sauce: in a small 

saucepan, melt butter, add 
garlic, brown sugar, salt, 
pepper poultry seasoning, 
cayenne pepper, and parsley. 
Pour sauce over chicken and 
vegetables.  Make sure sauce 
is coating everything evenly.  
Bake at 350 for 90 minutes.

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

A Talk with Tego

Tego’s Tips: A costume on a pet should not constrict 
its movement, hearing, or breathing to bark or meow.

Tego

Sparton is an 11-week-old, 
domestic short hair male.

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells 
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For more 
information call 824-6063.

Spunky is an 11-week-old, 
domestic short hair male.

Spitfire is an 11-week-old, 
domestic short hair male.

Theater Thursdays 
at the library

Every third Thursday of 
the month the Wells County 
Public Library hosts free 
Theater Thursday for adults 
at the Bluffton library.

Scheduled for 2023 are 
these PG-13 films:

Oct. 19: “Uncharted”
Nov. 16: “Fatherhood” 
Dec. 21: “Last Christ-

mas”
Sponsors are the Friends 

of the Library and the Bluff-
ton Parks & Recreation. 
Registration appreciated to 
(260) 824-1612 or online at 
wellscolibrary.org.

‘Rocky horror Picture Show’ at 
Botanical Conservatory

Doors will open at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 21, at the 
Fort Wayne Botanical Conservatory’s Terrace Garden for 
the showing of the “Rocky Horror Picture Show.”

The movie will begin at 9:15 p.m. Lawn chairs are wel-
come and food and beverages for purchase will be offered 
by the Mad Anthony Brewing Company.  Attendees 17 and 
under must be accompanied by an adult.

Regular admission applies.

Craft Club at the 
Wells County 
Public Library
On the Tuesdays of 

Oct. 17 and Nov. 21, 
from 1 to 3 p.m. the Wells 
County Public Library in 
Bluffton is hosting a Craft 
Club for adults who knit, 
crochet , embroider, quilt 
or do paper crafts.

Attenders should bring 
a current travel-size proj-
ect and materials to work 
upon at the drop-in event.

More information at 
(260) 824-1612.

Poets added to 
state archive
The Indiana Arts Com-

mission and Indiana State 
Library have announced the 
addition of more than 50 
poets to the state’s poetry 
archive, INverse.

Six poets were from 
Northeast Indiana includ-
ing Dawn Cunningham, 
Helen Frost, Ardrienne Jen-
nings, Vincent Luebke and 
Jonathan Winters from Allen 
county and Keith Stanton of 
LaGrange county.

Indiana residents can 
submit poems to the archive 
each year between Feb. 1 and 
April 30. For more informa-
tion go to www.in.gov/arts/
progams-and-services/part-
ners/indiana-poet-laurate/
inverse-indianas-poetry-
archive.

INverse may be accessed 
online at  hyyp:// indi-
anamemory.contentdm.
oclc.org/digital/collection/
p16066coll82.

Bluffton High School Class of 1950
Members of the Bluffton High School Class of 1950 who were present at their 73rd 
Reunion were: front row, left to right, Carolyn Sliger Van Gordon, Shirley Reed Townsend, 
Mary Jo Lounsburg Zearbaugh. Back row, Gerry Mounsey Clayhorn, Barbara Decker 
Irving, Gerry  Worthman Irwin, Betty Sprunger Hughes, Don Lockwood, Joyce Felts Gil-
liom attended but not in picture. (Photo submitted)

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Specializing in:
•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines
•	All	Inclusive	

Resorts

Stephanie Hiday
Travel Specialist
260-417-7656

Check out these 
websites of local 
& area companies 
and businesses.

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! 
The power of print and the Internet, working 
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.

hidaymotors.comicav.us EdwardJones.com

blu� tontire.com

Bluffton 
Tire

thomarich.com

Th oma/Rich, 
Lemler

Funeral Home
bi-countyservices.com(260)824-1253

Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

riverstonedental.net

jerry� ackinsuranceandinvestments.com

Jerry Flack
& Associates

lafontainecenter.org
A RHF Community

abovebeyondrecon.com

&ABOVE  BEYOND
Vehicle Reconditioning

stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

family dentistry

nb-digital.com
Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO

Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 
Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring

Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

myersfuneralhomes.com3riversfcu.org

lengerichmeats.com

Have a Webs ite?
Tell the World!

daniels-jewelers.net 2155 N. Main St., Bluffton
 (260)824-9643

 www.daniels-jewelers.net

kellysautocollision.com

Owners: Dustin Kelly
820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton

824-3995

JC’sGARAGE
DOOR

SALES & SERVICE

jcsgaragedoor.com

Find Us On Facebook

ALL SEASON
SERVICE NEEDS
Check Out Our Air Conditioning 
or Furnace Units

219 E. Perry St. Bluff ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

thegmcfamily.com

myblu� tonsfagent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com
Erin Daugherty

260.827.0527
www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

� shersgaragedoors.com

homecourthomecare.com

dazeys.com/blu� ton-in

genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

mrkoolheatingandair.com

Thank you for supporting local journalism.
News-BannerThe
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By RYAN WALKER
Tyler Godwin has a 

chance to do what no other 
Bluffton cross-country run-
ner has done since 2000 —  
make an appearance at the 
state meet.

The now senior is com-
ing off a dominant perfor-
mance at the Allen County 
Athletic Conference meet 
held on Saturday morning, 
winning by 30 seconds in 
front of second-place and 
teammate Levi Johns. He 
was the only runner to reach 
below the 17-minute mark, 
a rate that has only been 
archived by 10 runners in 
school history (unofficially). 
He also was awarded honor-
able mention by the Indiana 
Association of Track and 
Cross Country Coaches.

Godwin’s career began 
in middle school, running 
competitively in sixth grade 
with the inspiration from 
his mother, a former state 
competitor of her own in 
Georiga.

He never really thought 
of how good he might be 
until his freshmen year of 
track, winning the ACAC 
3200 meter race. Since then, 
he has had a belief in him-
self to do more and train 
with more intensity and con-
sistency.

“I was doing what we 
were told to do, but I wasn’t 
training that hard per se,” 
Godwin said after practice 
by the track Tuesday. “And I 
went, and I won conference 
in the 3200, and I wasn’t 
really supposed to win that 
race. That was kind of where 
I was like, ‘Dad, I could be 
pretty decent at this.’”

Godwin said that last 
year’s sectional meet in 
cross country was one of the 
most “disappointing races” 
in his running career. He 
placed fifth with a time of 
17:06.4. He carried that feel-
ing into the regional race the 
following week and shaved 
off 12 seconds.

That strive to improve 
not only translated to imme-
diate results, but into moti-
vation heading into the off-
season, where he found the 
perfect workout partner.

During the summer, 
Godwin lives with his father 
in Florida. He packed his 
bags and wanted to get right 
to work.

He asked his head coach, 
Michael Vanderkolk if he 
could research some of the 
area high schools to see 

if he could work out with 
their team. What they found 
was a nearby Wakulla High 
School in Crawfordville, 
just south of Tallahassee.

Vanderkolk went to the 
school’s website and con-
tacted the cross country 
coach, Michael Martin, 
and explained the situation.  
Martin agreed, and even 
said that his best runner, 
junior Henry Lewis, would 
benefit from having Godwin 
train with him. 

Lewis hovered in the 
16:48 time range, the best 
by far on the team, and 
couldn’t challenge himself. 
Godwin sat just below that 
time slot, and the two imme-
diately benefited.

The two compared in 
time, but each had different 
strengths. Lewis was good 
with endurance, while God-
win was better with speed. 
Throughout the summer, 
both would teach each other 
drills to improve their weak-
nesses.

The two improved vastly 
together. At the time, God-
win didn’t see the results, 
but a lot had changed when 
he returned home.

“I didn’t notice as much in 
the summer, but I really start-
ed to tell how all the training 
helped whenever we started 
doing practices (in Bluffton), 
and we were doing tempo 
runs,” Godwin said. “I spent 
a day and would look back 
at my runs from the previ-
ous year. But at the end of the 
year, for typical runs, the mile 
paces are like 20 or 25 sec-
onds faster.”

At the ACAC meet, he ran 
a 16:43.60, 13 seconds faster 
than the semi-state race.

The efforts as an individ-
ual trickled down to the team 
for the Tigers with a new-
found leader with Godwin.

Bluffton had success of 
its own last year, winning 
the ACAC, sectional cham-
pions for the first time in 24 
years, and an appearance at 
the semi-state race.

Godwin became a leader 
for everyone on the team, 
especially the younger ones.

Vanderkolk and Godwin 
shared that he texted his 
teammates after the second 
race this season, encourag-
ing them to find a routine 
before each meet to simplify 
the big day.

For example, Godwin 
said that he eats a carb-
heavy meal the night before, 
as endurance-type athletes 

typically do. On race day, 
he randomly scrolls through 
a chapter of his Bible and 
reads scripture while listen-
ing to the same set of songs. 
To warm up, he does four 
strides. On the second one, 
he goes alone to thank God 
for giving him the opportu-
nity to run that day.

Before the season began, 
Godwin and Vanderkolk 
came to an agreement to 
run with more intention-
ality during practices to 
reach a higher level. Before, 
Vanderkolk said that the last 
few weeks of practice didn’t 
have goals other than to 
advance to the next round.

“Tyler said, ‘I don’t want it 
to be like this next year. I want 
to be more aggressive with 
our training, staying on top of 
it.’ It’s like, Yeah, I’m for that 
as well,” Vanderkolk said.

The grind has paid off to 
this point for Godwin, who 
now has his eyes set on the 
state meet in Terre Haute.

According to inccstats.
com, a website that gives 
odds for teams and individu-
als to advance in the post-
season. Godwin has a 74.7 
percent chance to move on 
to state.

If he makes it, this will be 
the first Tiger to appear at the 
state level since Chris Brown 
and Bret Grover did it in 
2000, according to the team.

The state meet has been a 
dream for him, one he may 
have never thought could 
come true. He admitted 
he’s tried not to tune out the 
noise, but it’s been on his 
mind for a while now, and 
he can’t help when it’s glar-
ing in his face.

“Now it’s getting more 
and more nerve-wracking, 
and you kind of realize, OK, 
it’s here, but then you don’t 
really want to think about 
it,” Godwin said. “You see 
the percentages. You’re 
supposed to go to make 
state. Maybe you become 
relaxed for things that you 
shouldn’t be relaxed on that 
you haven’t relaxed on for 
the last five or six months. I 
try not to think about it too 
much, but it’s hard not to.”

The quest for state begins 
this weekend in the section-
al. Godwin and the Bluffton 
Tigers will begin at 10:30 
a.m. on Saturday at Taylor 
University. The regional 
meet will be the follow-
ing week, with state a week 
after that.

sports@news-banner.com

THURSDAY, OCT 12
VOLLEYBALL: (sectional) Peru at Norwell, 6 

p.m.; Southern Wells vs. Lakeland Christian at 
Southwood, 7 p.m.; Whitko at Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCT 13
FOOTBALL: Norwell at Columbia City, 7 

p.m.; Bluffton at Lakeland, 7:30 p.m.; Southern 
Wells at South Adams, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT 14
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): (sectional) Nor-

well, Bluffton, Southern Wells at Taylor University, 
10:30 a.m. boys’ race, 11:15 a.m. girls’ race.

VOLLEYBALL: (sectional semi-final & final)  
TBD.

MONDAY, OCT 16
No events scheduled
TUESDAY, OCT 17
No events scheduled
WEDNESDAY, OCT 18
No events scheduled

High School Calendar

Bluffton’s Godwin racing 
toward the state meet

Tigers’ senior aims to be the first to 
appear at the state meet in 23 years

Bluffton’s Tyler Godwin runs alone during the ACAC meet at Bluffton High School on Saturday, 
Oct. 7. He ended up winning the conference as an individual for the second year in a row and 
helped the Tigers capture the ACAC title. (Photo provided)

Tyler Godwin (left) races alongside teammates Jude Baumgartner (middle) and Levi Johns 
(right) during Bluffton’s inaugural cross country Invitational on Saturday, Oct. 2. The three placed 
1-3 that day, leading Bluffton to a team win. (Photo provided)

By DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Basketball Writer
LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) 

— The Kansas men’s bas-
ketball program was put on 
probat ion 
and ordered 
t o  t a k e 
down i ts 
2018 Final 
Four banner 
but escaped 
a postsea-
s o n  b a n 
We d n e s -
day, when 
an  inde-
p e n d e n t 
panel created by the NCAA 
to handle complex cases 
downgraded five Level I 
violations lodged against the 
Jayhawks.

The violations stem from 
a 2017 federal investiga-
tion into college basketball 
corruption, and hinged on 
whether representatives of 
the apparel company Adidas 
were considered boosters 
when two of them arranged 
payments to prospective 
recruits.

Kansas officials never 
disputed that payments were 
made, only that they had 
any knowledge of them, and 
they appealed the violations 
through the Independent 
Accountability Resolution 
Process. Their hearing took 
place in April and the ruling 
was announced less than a 
month before the start of the 
season, in which the pow-
erhouse Jayhawks will be a 

national championship con-
tender.

“Today’s decision by 
the Independent Resolu-
tion Panel confirms what 

we’ve said 
since the 
beginning: 
the major 
infractions 
of which 
we were 
a c c u s e d 
w e r e 
u n f o u n d -
ed,” Kan-
sas Chan-
c e l l o r 

Douglas Girod and athletic 
director Travis Goff said in 
a statement. “Most impor-
tantly, the panel decision 
unequivocally confirms our 
coaches were not involved 
in — or had knowledge of 
— payments to student-ath-
letes.”

In a campus news confer-
ence with Goff on Wednes-
day, coach Bill Self said he 
was eager to move forward 
“without this cloud hovering 
above our program.”

“I’m very happy that It’s 
over,” Self said. “I’m cer-
tainly happy with the end 
result, and at the same time, 
don’t feel like a celebration 
mode because this is exactly 
what we thought the end 
result would be years ago. 
And it’s taken such a long 
period of time to get here. 
But I am pleased with the 
findings because the find-
ings are accurate.”

The panel concluded the 
apparel company’s consul-
tant “was a representative of 
Kansas’ athletics interests” 
beginning in August 2017, 
resulting in multiple Level 
II and Level III violations. 
But it found “no credible 
and persuasive information” 
to suggest that Kansas offi-
cials failed to cooperate, 
lacked institutional control 
or failed to monitor the bas-
ketball program.

Among the penalties, the 
2018 Final Four banner was 
ordered to be removed from 
Allen Fieldhouse, and any 
wins involving forward Sil-
vio De Sousa — identified 
as “student-athlete No. 1” 
and central to the case — 
would be stripped from all 
records. The school also was 
given a variety of recruiting 
restrictions, adding to penal-
ties that were self-imposed 
last year.

The panel made a point 
to avoid giving Kansas a 
postseason ban, though. The 
Jayhawks, led by Michigan 
transfer Hunter Dickinson 
and with several key players 
returning, are expected to be 
ranked No. 1 when the pre-
season AP poll is released 
next week.

“We have the penal-
ties we’ve imposed, but 
we don’t want that to be a 
reflection on current stu-
dent-athletes, or impose 
any limitations on current 
student-athletes,” Christina 

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — When Gard-
ner Minshew reflects on his magical 2019 
season in Jacksonville, he cherishes the 
moment.

The fast start, the trendy mustache that 

turned the rookie quarterback into a league-
wide sensation. Yes, “Minshew Mania” was 
all the rage. Less than two years and seven 
straight losses later, it was over.

Minshew may never experience anything 
quite like those months again, but returning 

Minshew looking forward to 
return to Jacksonville as Colts’ 
Anthony Richardson goes IR

Kansas hoops escapes major 
penalties, postseason ban as 
panel downgrades violations

(Continued on Page 7)(Continued on Page 7)

Bluffton finishes the middle 
school football season unbeaten

The Bluffton middle school football 
teams both defeated Adams Central Tuesday 
night to finish the season undefeated.

With a 19-8 win over the Jets, the Tigers 
went 8-0 on the season and won the ACAC 
championship.

Gavin Grieser led the passing game 
going 6-8 through the air with 119 yards and 
a touchdown.

Barker Barnes led the rushing attack with 
105 yards on nine attempts for 101 yards 
and a touchdown. Dawson Lee had 98 yards 
and a touchdown.

Barnes also led the receivers with 90 
yards on three catches. Bennett Stoller had 
one catch for a 15-yard score, and Rafe Ger-
ber had one catch for 12 yards.

On the defensive side, Barnes led the 
way with five solo tackles. Lee had four 
solo and one assist, Gerber had three solo, 
Conner Byrd two solo 1 assist, Grieser two 
solo, Jace Campbell one solo three assists, 

and Gibby Grieser one solo one assist.
The seventh-grade team defeated Adams 

Central 41-0, ending the year with a 6-0 
record. There are not enough schools to hold 
a conference champion.

Ethan Ribich led the passing game, going 
3-5 for 37 yards and a touchdown. Parker 
Christal went 2-4 for 31 yards and a touch-
down.

Chase Kistler led the rushing attack 
with 185 yards on seven attempts and three 
touchdowns. Maddox White had 55 yards.

White led the receiving group with 65 
yards on three catches and a touchdown.

Cameron Simpson recovered a fumble 
for 48 yards and a touchdown.

Ribich made a 21-yard field goal.
On the defensive side, Cooper Affolder 

had five solo tackles and one assist. Simp-
son had three solo and one assist, Wyatt 
Holmes had two solo, and Kistler one solo 
and one assist.



BASKETBALL
WNBA

Finals
(Best-of-5)
No. 1 Las Vegas 1, No. 2 New 

York 0
Sunday, Oct. 8: Las Vegas 99, New 

York 82
Wednesday, Oct. 11: Las Vegas , 

New York  .
Sunday, Oct. 15: New York at Las 

Vegas, 3 p.m.
x-Wednesday, Oct. 18: New York at 

Las Vegas, TBD
x-Friday, Oct. 20: Las Vegas at New 

York, TBD

BASEBALL
DIVISION SERIES

(Best-of-5)
American League
Texas 3, Baltimore 0
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Texas 3, Balti-

more 2
Sunday, Oct. 8 — Texas 11, Balti-

more 8
Tuesday, Oct. 10 — Texas 7, Bal-

timore 1
Houston 3, Minnesota 1
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Houston 6, Min-

nesota 4
Sunday, Oct. 8 — Minnesota 6, 

Houston 2
Tuesday, Oct. 10 — Houston 9, 

Minnesota 1
Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Houston 3, 

Minnesota 2
National League
(All Games on TBS)
Philadelphia 2, Atlanta 1
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Philadelphia 3, 

Atlanta 0
Monday, Oct. 9 — Atlanta 5, Phila-

delphia 4
Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Philadelphia 

10, Atlanta 2
Thursday, Oct. 12 — Atlanta (Strider 

20-5) at Philadelphia, 6:07 p.m. (TBS)
x-Saturday, Oct. 14 — Philadelphia 

at Atlanta (Fried 8-1), 6:07 p.m. (TBS)
Arizona 2, Los Angeles 0
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Arizona 11, at 

Los Angeles 2
Monday, Oct. 9 — Arizona 4, Los 

Angeles 2
Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Los Angeles 

(Lynn 13-11) at Arizona (Pfaadt 3-9),  
late

x-Thursday, Oct. 12 — Los Angeles 
(Kershaw 13-5) at Arizona, 9:07 p.m. 
(TBS)

x-Saturday, Oct. 14 — Arizona at 
Los Angeles, 9:20 p.m. (TBS)
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES

(Best-of-7)
American League
(Fox or FS1)
Sunday, Oct. 15: Texas at Houston
Monday, Oct. 16: Texas at Houston
Wednesday, Oct. 18: Houston at 

Texas
Thursday, Oct. 19: Houston at 

Texas
x-Friday, Oct. 20: Houston at Texas
x-Sunday, Oct. 22: Texas at Hous-

ton
x-Monday, Oct. 23: Texas at Hous-

ton

HOCKEY
NHL

Tuesday’s Games
Tampa Bay 5, Nashville 3
Chicago 4, Pittsburgh 2
Vegas 4, Seattle 1

Wednesday’s Games

Carolina 5, Ottawa 3
Toronto 6, Montreal 5, SO
Boston 3, Chicago 1
Colorado at Los Angeles, 10 p.m.
Edmonton at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Winnipeg at Calgary, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Detroit at New Jersey, 7:30 p.m.
Florida at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Seattle at Nashville, 8 p.m.
St. Louis at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Vegas at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Arizona at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Washington, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Philadelphia at Ottawa, 1 p.m.
Florida at Winnipeg, 4 p.m.
Calgary at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Toronto, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Boston, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 p.m.
Seattle at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Colorado at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Vancouver at Edmonton, 10 p.m.
Carolina at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Wedensday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

MLB — Announced Minnesota OF 
Byron Buxton will substitute for 1B/OF 
Alex Kiriloff who sustained an injury.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CHARLOTTE HORNETS — Waived 
F/C Kai Jones.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ATLANTA FALCONS — Re-signed 
LB Andre Smith and WR Keilahn Harris 
to the practice squad. Released WRs 
Zay Malone and C.J. Saunders from the 
practice squad.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed LB 
Rashaan Evans to the practice squad.

DENVER BRONCOS — Released 
WR Lil’Jordan Humphrey.

DETROIT LIONS — Designated 
CB Khalil Dorsey to return from injured 
reserve to practice.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Signed CB 
Jason Verrett to the practice squad. Des-
ignated WR Noah Brown to return from 

injured reserve to practice.
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Placed QB 

Anthony Richardson on injured reserve. 
Signed QB Kellen Mond and WR Antho-
ny Miller to the practice squad.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Signed 
WR Malik Flowers to the practice squad.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Signed 
LB Olakunle Fatukasi to the practice 
squad.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Placed RB 
De’Von Achane on injured reserve. 
Designated RB Jeff Wilson to return from 
injured reserve to practice.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — 

Signed RW Justin Danforth to a one-
year contract extension.

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — 
Assigned Fs Dillon Hamaliuk, Jordan 
Frasca, Ty Glover and G Taylor Gauthier 
from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton (AHL) to 
Wheeling (ECHL).

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS — 
Recalled D Simon Benoit from Laval 
(AHL).

ECHL
FORT WAYNE KOMETS — 

Released Fs Olivier Picard and Jordan 
Maher from professional try-out contracts 
(PTO). Released D Brandon Michaelian 
and F Parker Saretsky. Traded F Kam-
erin Nault to Florida.

S P O R T S THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2023 • The News-Banner • Page 7

 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

Marion Wells
Service Consultant

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

UTV

Motorcycle 
Sound 
Systems

Marine

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.

Then come 
to Hiday.
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News-Banner Scoreboard

By DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Bryce Harper 
answered Orlando Arcia’s mockery with a 
mammoth three-run homer and a solo shot, 
glaring at the shortstop on each trot around 
the bases, and the Philadelphia Phillies beat 
the Atlanta Braves 10-2 in Game 3 of their 
NL Division Series on Wednesday night.

Nick Castellanos homered twice as Phil-
adelphia rebounded from its disappointing 
loss at Atlanta on Monday night. Trea Turn-
er and Brandon Marsh also went deep.

Aaron Nola (2-0) and four relievers 
combined to push the 104-win Braves to 
the brink of elimination. The Phillies can 
advance to the NL Championship Series 
for the second straight season with a win at 
home Thursday.

Harper continues to make teams pay for 
any perceived slight, and his eighth and 
ninth postseason homers in the last two sea-
sons added to his growing October lore.

Not that he needs any incentive to go 
deep, but Harper tried to atone for a Game 
2 baserunning blunder that capped an aston-
ishing collapse. Harper had rounded second 
base on a deep flyout and was doubled up 
at first to end the game, the final meltdown 
in a series of late-inning plays that melted a 
4-0 lead into a 5-4 loss.

In the jubilant Atlanta clubhouse after the 
win, Arcia reportedly cracked, “ha-ha, atta-
boy, Harper.” Faster than Harper rocked his 
shot off Game 3 starter Bryce Elder (0-1), 
the barb got back to the two-time NL MVP.

“If that adds to his motivation,” Phillies 
manager Rob Thomson said ahead of Game 
3, “then thank you.”

Harper and Castellanos seemed to send 
a message about the wisecrack when they 
arrived at the ballpark wearing gear inspired 

by Colorado coach Deion Sanders. Harper 
wore a “ Coach Prime” T-shirt and Castel-
lanos a “Prime” hoodie.

The brash Sanders retorted at criticism 
earlier this season from a rival coach by say-
ing, “they done messed around and made it 
personal.”

Harper took it personal.
First, though, it was Castellanos — who 

said after Game 2 that the Phillies “thrive 
after we get punched in the face” — who 
delivered the first counterpunch with a 
homer in the third that tied it at 1.

Rep Deion, hit dingers. That’s a Philly 
fact.

Also true, the Phillies pounded the 
Braves in the third inning of Game 3 of the 
NLDS for the second straight season.

A year ago, the Phillies returned home 
from a 1-1 split in Atlanta and scored six 
runs in the third. The outburst was highlight-
ed by Rhys Hoskins’ bat spike on a three-
run homer.

After Castellanos and Harper went deep 
off Elder in this one for a 4-1 lead, catcher 
J.T. Realmuto tacked on a two-run double 
against Michael Tonkin.

Harper added a solo shot to center in 
front of 45,798 frenzied Phillies fans in the 
fifth off Brad Hand — well out of reach for 
Michael Harris II, who saved the Game 2 
win with a great leaping catch — and deliv-
ered one more death stare to Arcia as he 
rounded second base.

“Stare downs aren’t an official stat (yet!) 
but we’re all in awe of Harper over here,” 
the Elias Sports Bureau wrote on social 
media.

Nola, eligible for free agency after the 
World Series, tipped his cap in apprecia-
tion of a roaring standing ovation after 5 
2/3 innings. He struck out nine and allowed 
Ozzie Albies’ RBI single in the third.

NASCAR CUP SERIES
South Point 400

Site: Las Vegas.
Schedule: Saturday, practice, 12:35 p.m., and qualify-

ing, 1:20 p.m.; Sunday, race, 2:30 p.m. (NBC).
Last race: A.J. Allmendinger led a race-best 46 laps, 

including the last 33, on The Roval at Charlotte to win for 
the third time in his career in NASCAR’s top series.

NASCAR XFINITY SERIES
Alsco Uniforms 302

Site: Las Vegas.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 7:05 p.m., and qualifying, 

7:35 p.m.; Saturday, race, 3:30 p.m. (USA).
Last race: Sam Mayer rallied from the verge of elimina-

tion into the next round of the playoffs with a dominating 
win on The Roval at Charlotte.

Next race: Oct. 21, Homestead, Florida.
NASCAR TRUCK SERIES

Last race: 2018 series champion Brett Moffitt turned 
his first race of the season in the series into his first super-
speedway victory, prevailing in a three-wide overtime 
battle to win at Talladega. Corey Heim is the only driver 
to have secured a spot in the championship finale with one 
race remaining for the seven other contenders.

Next race: Oct. 21, Homestead, Florida.
FORMULA ONE

Last race: Max Verstappen clinched his third consecu-
tive season championship with a second-place finish in the 
sprint race, then won in Qatar for his 14th victory in 17 
races this season. He and Red Bull teammate Sergio Perez 
have combined to win 16 times.

Next race: Oct. 22, Austin, Texas.
INDYCAR

Last race: Scott Dixon won at Laguna Seca, his third 
win of the season, all in the last four races. The six-time 
champion gave Chip Ganassi Racing a 1-2 finish in the 
standings. A week earlier, teammate Alex Palou became 
the first driver in 18 years to clinch the title before the final 
race of the season.

Next race: 2024 season opener at St. Petersburg, Florida.
NHRA DRAG RACING

Last race: Clay Millican won in Top Fuel and Matt 
Hagan won in Funny Car at Gateway Motorsports Park.

Next race: Oct. 12-15, Ennis, Texas.
WORLD OF OUTLAWS

Next events: Oct. 13, Wichita, Kansas, and Oct. 14, 
Kansas City, Kansas

Jayhawks drop penalties
Guerola Sarchio, the chief 
member for the Independent 
Resolution Panel hearing the 
case, said on a Zoom meet-
ing to discuss the case.

Kansas won the 2022 
national title while going 
through the IARP process. 
That championship is not 
affected.

The case against Kan-
sas, which included minor 
infractions involving its 
football program, was the 
final one pending for the 
soon-to-be disbanded IARP 
after it sanctioned former 
LSU and current McNeese 
State men’s basketball coach 
Will Wade in June.

Kansas officials sus-
pended Self and top assistant 
Kurtis Townsend for the first 
four games of last season, 
along with imposing sev-
eral recruiting restrictions, 
potentially mitigating any 
penalties that IARP would 
hand down.

Goff said the school 
reviewed NCAA guidelines 
before determining the self-
imposed penalties that ended 
up “probably on the heavier 
end of things” in terms of 
severity.

“I don’t think it implies a 
measure of guilt at all,” Self 
said. “What I think it implies 
is we were doing everything 
possible to move forward 
and put this behind us. And 
at the same time, doing what 
was in the best interest of 
our present student-athletes 
and future student-athletes 
to make sure they were not 
impacted in any negative 
way whatsoever.”

Along with barring the 
two coaches from off-cam-
pus recruiting last summer, 
the school self-reduced the 
number of official visits 

that it would allow during 
the 2023-24 academic year, 
reduced the total number of 
scholarships by three over a 
three-year span and reduced 
the number of recruiting 
days during the current year 
by 13 days.

“The NCAA member-
ship has acknowledged the 
significance of these self-
imposed penalties,” Sarchio 
said.

The case against Kan-
sas stemmed from an FBI 
investigation that ensnared 
several schools, including 
Auburn, Arizona, LSU, Lou-
isville and North Carolina 
State, and led to convictions 
of shoe company executives, 
a middleman and several 
assistant coaches.

Kansas initially was 
charged by the NCAA with 
five Level I violations, 
which are considered the 
most severe, including a 
charge of lack of institution-
al control and an allegation 
that Self had failed to keep 
the program in compliance.

Auburn received four 
years of probation through 
a traditional NCAA infrac-
tions process for a similar 
case, but Kansas joined oth-
ers in appealing through the 
IARP, which was among 
the proposals made by for-
mer Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice in 2018 to 
reform the sport. The panel 
was designed to work out-
side the purview of the 
NCAA and handle complex 
cases.

The IARP has been slow, 
though, and former NCAA 
President Mark Emmert 
acknowledged last year 
that the process was tak-
ing “way too long.” That is 
part of the reason the panel 

will be eliminated now that 
the Kansas case has been 
completed as the NCAA 
attempts to modernize its 
infractions process.

In the meantime, many 
alleged infractions from the 
2017 investigation would no 
longer be against the rules. 
Name, image and likeness 
guidelines allow NCAA 
athletes in all sports to earn 
money from endorsements 
and other off-the-field busi-
ness arrangements.

“That has been some-
thing we have been very 
conscientious about, in 
terms of the allegations of 
this case spanning an incred-
ibly long time, and the reso-
lution to get to where we 
are today took a number of 
months and years,” Sarchio 
said. “This case was not 
dormant. There was activity 
going on. It took this long to 
render a decision because it 
was an incredibly thorough 
record.”

The panel also has been 
criticized for inconsistent 
penalties. Arizona, LSU, 
Louisville and North Caro-
lina State were given minor 
penalties and no postseason 
ban, while Oklahoma State 
was barred from postseason 
play for relatively minor 
violations.

Sarchio said all of those 
cases were considered in 
rendering judgment in the 
Kansas case.

“What we looked at was 
the conduct, the fact that 
there were no Level I find-
ings — there were some 
Level II and Level III — and 
compared to what the self-
imposed penalties were,” 
she said. “That led us to 
reach the conclusion that we 
disclosed today.”

(Continued from Page 6)

Minshew to start for Colts
to Jacksonville this week as the Indianapolis 
Colts starter rekindles memories of the best 
of times.

“It was awesome, man, it was a dream. 
It was everything you wanted as a kid and 
then some,” he said Wednesday after rook-
ie Anthony Richardson went on injured 
reserve.

“It seems like forever ago now, but it’s an 
experience I was really grateful for. I’m real-
ly grateful for my time in Jacksonville, those 
fans, that community. It was awesome.”

Clearly, Minshew harbors no ill will 
toward the team that drafted him and started 
him before opting to trade him to Philadel-
phia in August 2021.

But nothing has been the same for the 
former Washington State star since his rook-
ie season.

He struggled in Year 2, which led to 
a two-year tenure with the Eagles. There 
he bided time behind the rapidly improv-
ing Jalen Hurts, fine-tuning his mechanics, 
working overtime in the film room, master-
ing the offense constructed by Nick Sirianni 
and Shane Steichen and staying ready for 
whenever he might be needed.

The results were good. He made it to the 
playoffs twice and last year won an NFC 
championship before losing in the Super 
Bowl. And though he appeared in only 
seven games with the Eagles and went 1-3 
as the starter, Minshew emerged as the con-
summate pro with a steady, reliable pres-
ence.

It was one reason Steichen, hired by the 
Colts in February, lobbied the team to sign 
Minshew in March. Steichen and his offense 
also played key roles in Minshew’s decision 
to go to Indy, which also was willing to give 
him a real chance to fight for the starting job 
— even after selecting Richardson with the 
fourth overall pick in April’s draft.

“They were very straight forward from 
the jump. They said if they pick somebody 
at that spot, most likely they’re going to be 
out there playing,” Minshew said. “I’m just 
glad they thought of me.”

Minshew found out he’d lost the compe-
tition after the preseason opener.

Still, the 27-year-old Mississippi native 

was not dissuaded. He kept working, push-
ing himself so he would be ready — if 
needed — and he’s played better than some 
expected.

In the Colts first five games, he’s relieved 
an injured Richardson three times. Indy 
(3-2) won two of those games as well as 
Minshew’s first start, in overtime at Balti-
more.

And while the numbers might not mes-
merize fantasy football fans — 57 of 83 
with 553 yards and two touchdowns — 
Minshew has not thrown an interception and 
has looked poised in the pocket.

Perhaps most important, Minshew has 
been a welcome addition in the locker room.

“Everything he does, whether it’s a team 
meeting, whether it’s a good-on-good period 
in practice, whether it’s watching one-on-
ones — you all know me I’m going to talk 
trash and he’s going to talk back to me,” 
said linebacker Zaire Franklin, who leads 
the NFL with 69 tackles. “That’s the type of 
energy he brings. It’s infectious and that’s 
what you want.”

Steichen & Co. at least know they’re in 
good hands for the next four weeks as Rich-
ardson recovers from the injured AC joint in 
his right shoulder — something Indy lacked 
a year ago when three different starters won 
a total of four games.

One of them, Sam Ehlinger, will serve 
as Minshew’s backup for the matchup of 
AFC South co-leaders. Indy signed former 
Vikings and Browns quarterback Kellen 
Mond to the practice squad Wednesday.

But when Minshew makes his first trip to 
his former team since the trade, it will bring 
back good, old days when Minshew was 
Jacksonville’s featured attraction.

“He’s always been a great player. It’s 
unfortunate how he kind of got ran out 
of the building here,” said safety Andrew 
Wingard, who also was part of the Jags’ 
2019 rookie class. “But he is where he 
is, and I’ve always said he’ll play in this 
league as long as he wants to. I think the 
Colts are just as good, if not better, with 
him behind center. He’s so smart, so cere-
bral, knows where you’re rolling, knows 
where you’re not covering guys, checks 
it down, gets it out of his hand quick. He 
does everything.”

(Continued from Page 6)

Bryce Harper slugs two more 
HRs as Phillies pound Braves 
in Game 3 of NL Division Series
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Daughter-in-law drama
Dear Annie: My 35-year-old son 

is about to be married in November. 
This would be his second marriage. 
From his first marriage, he had two 
wonderful children who are now 10 
and 13. When my son got divorced 
from his first wife, my granddaughter 
was 3.

Here’s maybe my problem: I have 
been in contact with my grandkids’ 
mom for forever. We have a wonder-
ful relationship, and everyone knows 
that, even my son. When I met his 
soon-to-be second wife, I told her that 
I had a very good relationship with 
my grandkids’ mom because I wanted 
to be in my grandkids’ lives as much 
as possible. She never said anything 
bad about this or disagreed in any 
way. 

About five months ago, we had 
a family gathering. It was my three 
kids, who are adults now, and my 
grandkids and my husband and my 
soon-to-be daughter-in-law. We were 
having a great time playing cards. 
My husband accidentally mentioned 
my ex-daughter-in-law’s name, and 
I turned to look at my son, who was 
looking at his fiancee, and I just knew 
something was going to happen. She 
was furious. 

So, Annie, it’s been five months 
since that happened. My son stopped 
coming to see us — just complete 
silence. I have been a wonderful 
mother-in-law to his fiancee, and I 
was not expecting this reaction. My 
son and I had a very good relation-
ship, so that’s what’s killing me. I 
think my future daughter-in-law is 
overreacting and my son will not 
speak up, fearing maybe of a breakup. 
So, Annie, I’m thinking of not going 

to the wedding 
because I’m hurt 
that she went 
this far without 
a word. — Sad 
Mom

D e a r  S a d 
Mom: It seems 
that there is more 
to this story. If 
you had already 
addressed your relationship with your 
former daughter-in-law with your 
son’s fiancee, why would she react 
with such horror by the mere mention 
of a name? Is it possible that she was 
never truly OK with your son’s ex? 

Whatever the story is, you should 
reach out to both your son and your 
future daughter-in-law individually 
and explain that you never intended 
to cause pain or discomfort, and that 
you look forward to welcoming your 
son’s fiancee into your family with 
open arms. As long as they both know 
you love and accept their marriage, 
you should be able to work things out. 

And assuming the couple still 
wants you there, I highly recommend 
that you attend the wedding. Opting 
out due to your own hurt feelings is 
petty and will only make reconcilia-
tion more difficult. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidel-
ity, communication and reconciliation 
— is available as a paperback and 
e-book. Visit http://www.creatorspub-
lishing.com for more information. 
Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

Memorizing God’s 
Word is a gift that 

keeps on giving
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
< Movie TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Perry 
Stone 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Rabbi 
Lapin 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Big Brother (L) (N) Buddy Games "Meaner 
Colada" (N) 

The Challenge: USA (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) Comics 
Unleashed 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago P.D. "Don't 
Bury This Case" 

Chicago P.D. "Don't 
Read the News" 

Chicago P.D. "You 
Wish" 

Chicago P.D.
"Sanctuary" 

Chicago P.D. "I 
Remember Her Now" 

Chicago P.D. "Seven 
Indictments" 

Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D.
"Emotional Proximity" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

The Golden Bachelor
(N) 

Bachelor Stars & villains from "The Bachelor" &
"The Bachelorette" get another chance to find love.

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Law & Order: SVU
"Soldier Up" 

Transplant "Fracture"
(SP) (N) 

Dateline NBC News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Road 
Rayge" 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

21Alive 
News at 6 

Last Man
"Pilot" 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline Chicago P.D. 
"Confession" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld
"The Stall" 

Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Son of a

"Circus" 
Run the 
Burbs 

Children 
"Sleep" 

Son of a 
Critch 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy
"420" 

Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
(4:00) 
Masters 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Arts In 
Focus 

This Old 
House (N) 

Old House
(N) 

Little Bird "Love is all 
Around" (P) (N) 

Little Bird: Wanna Icipus Kupi 
(Coming Home) (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
(4:00) 
Masters 

Ask This 
Old House 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Now 
Entering 

Fleeing to 
Flyover 

Muncie Mayor's Arts 
Awards 2023 (N) 

Little Bird "Love is all 
Around" (P) (N) 

Appalachia 
Heart 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Ask This 
Old House 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox 
News at 6 

To Be Announced Hell's Kitchen (N) LEGO Masters (N) FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Sleeper" Castle "In Plane Sight" Castle "Dead From New 

York" 
Castle "Hollander's 
Woods" 

Castle "XY" (:05) Castle "XX" (:05) Castle "PhDead" Castle "Hollander's 
Woods" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <++ Kingsman: The Golden Circle <++ The King's Man (‘21) Harris Dickinson, Rhys Ifans, Ralph Fiennes. <++ Death on the Nile (‘22) Gal Gadot, Kenneth Branagh. (P)

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:00) <+++ Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows: Part 1 (‘10) Daniel Radcliffe. 

<+++ Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 (2011, Fantasy)
Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. 

Villains "Welcome to 
the House of Villains" (N)

(:15) E! 
News (N) 

(:45) House of Villains "Welcome to 
the House of Villains" 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++ The Magnificent Seven (2016, Western) Chris Pratt, Ethan Hawke, Denzel 
Washington. 

<++ The Magnificent Seven (‘16) 
Chris Pratt, Denzel Washington. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) Countd-

own (L) (N)
College Football SMU at East Carolina From Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium in 
Greenville, N.C. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt
(L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) Daily Wager (L) (N) SportCtr College Football Fort Valley State at Benedict (L) (N) E60 Gentleman One More 

FSMW  33  418 671 
(4:30) 
NASCAR 

Life 
Milwaukee 

The Rally (N) Blues Live Pregame (L)
(N) 

NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Dallas Stars From American 
Airlines Center in Dallas. (L) (N) 

Blues Post.
(L) (N) 

In the 
Spotlight 

Focused World Poker Tour 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(4:45) Law & 
Order: SVU 

(:40) Law & Order: SVU 
"Gone Baby Gone" 

(:35) Law-SVU "People 
vs. Richard Wheatley" 

<++ Jurassic World (2015, Adventure) Bryce Dallas Howard,
Irrfan Khan, Chris Pratt. 

Villains "Welcome to 
the House of Villains" (N)

(:15) Chucky "Let the 
Right One In" 

(:15) Law & Order: SVU 
"Spousal Privilege" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Catastrop. "Houston's 
Hurricane Hell" 

BattleBots Eight robots will enter, but only one will 
punch its ticket to the tournament of champions. 

BattleBots A one-night bracket of death where eight of 
the top combat robots in the sport will go head to head. 

MythBuster "Star Wars: 
The Myths Strike Back" 

MythBusters BattleBots "Champions: 
Sin City: Slugfest Part 2" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Sister Wives Sister Wives Sister Wives Welcome (N) Welcome (N) Welcome (N) Welcome (N) Welcome to Plathville 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Mountain Men 
"Breaking Wild" 

Mountain Men "Lion 
Alley" 

Mountain Men "Ice 
Cold" 

Mountain Men "Mountain 
Marathon" (N) 

(:35) Alone Australia
"Making Moves" (N) 

(:35) Mountain Men "Mountain 
Marathon" 

(:05) Mountain Men 
"Mountain Marathon" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 "Cut Short" The First 48 "I Killed" The First 48 (N) Interrogation Raw (N) (:05) Accused: Guilty (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Wedding 
Season 

< Love on Harbor Island (2020, Romance)
Marcus Rosner, Brenda Matthews, Morgan Kohan. 

< 3 Bed, 2 Bath, 1 Ghost (2023, Romance) Chris 
McNally, Madeleine Arthur, Julie Gonzalo. 

Gold. Girls
"Vacation" 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Gold. Girls
"Sisters" 

Gold. Girls 
"Vacation" 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:00) < 
They/Them 

<++ Hollow Man (2000, Sci-Fi) Elisabeth Shue, Josh Brolin,
Kevin Bacon. 

<+++ Zombieland (2009, Comedy) Jesse 
Eisenberg, Emma Stone, Woody Harrelson. 

Villains "Welcome to 
the House of Villains" (N)

(:15) <+ Winchester (2018, Horror) Jason Clarke, 
Sarah Snook, Helen Mirren. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Pregame (L) (N) MLB Baseball National League Division Series A, Game 4: Teams TBA (If necessary) (L) (N) Postseason <+ Identity Thief 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <++ Clash of the 
Titans Sam Worthington. 

<++ Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales
(2017, Adventure) Geoffrey Rush, Javier Bardem, Johnny Depp. 

<+++ Thor: Ragnarok (2017, Action) Tom Hiddleston, Cate 
Blanchett, Chris Hemsworth. 

(:15) <+++ Thor: Ragnarok (2017, Action) Tom 
Hiddleston, Cate Blanchett, Chris Hemsworth. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:00) <++ Tremors 
(‘90) Kevin Bacon. 

<++ Candyman (1992, Horror) Tony Todd,
Xander Berkeley, Virginia Madsen. 

<++ Trick 'r Treat (2007, Horror) Brian Cox,
Dylan Baker, Anna Paquin. 

<++ Final Destination (2000, Horror) Ali Larter,
Kerr Smith, Devon Sawa. 

<++ Final Destination 
2 (‘03) Ali Larter. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office (:35) Office (:10) Office (:45) Office (:20) The Office (:55) Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub For 

the Win 
College Football West Virginia at Houston From TDECU Stadium in Houston. (L) (N) The Joel 

Klatt Show
Joel Klatt
Tony Petitti 

The Top 25 Moments UEFA Qual. 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Next of Kin" 9-1-1 "Worst Day Ever" 9-1-1 "Point of Origin" Love After Love After Keke Wyatt (P) (N) Keke Wyatt's World Love After "Dark Side of the Spoon" Love After 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Bobby's Triple Threat Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Charm "In Vino Veritas" Southern Charm (N) House of Villains (N) WatchWhat (:45) Southern Charm (:45) Villains 
NICK  68  170 299 Monster Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Ladybug Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Villains Villains Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:30) <+++ Mrs. Doubtfire (‘93) 
Sally Field, Robin Williams. 

Toy Story 
of Terror! 

<++ Hotel Transylvania (‘12, Animated) Voices 
of Andy Samberg, Selena Gomez, Adam Sandler. 

<++ Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation
(‘18) Voices of Andy Samberg, Adam Sandler. 

The 700 Club <+++ Twitches (‘05) 
Tia Mowry. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:50) < Edge 
of Tomorr... 

(:45) <++ Shazam! Fury of the Gods (2023, Action) Asher 
Angel, Jack Dylan Grazer, Zachary Levi. 

<++ Meg 2: The Trench (2023, Sci-Fi) Wu Jing,
Sophia Cai, Jason Statham. 

To Be Announced (:40) <+++ Barbarian (‘22) Bill 
Skarsgård, Georgina Campbell. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:10) <++ Knowing 
(‘09) Nicolas Cage. 

(:10) <++ Taken 3 (2014, Action) Forest Whitaker,
Maggie Grace, Liam Neeson. 

<+ The Boy Next Door (‘15) Ryan 
Guzman, John Corbett, Jennifer Lopez. 

<+++ Gone Girl (2014, Mystery) Rosamund Pike, Neil Patrick 
Harris, Ben Affleck. 

<++ The Maze Runner 
(‘14) Dylan O'Brien. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(:15) <++ The Contractor (2022, Action) Ben 
Foster, Gillian Jacobs, Chris Pine. 

<++++ Saving Private Ryan (1998, War) Edward Burns, Tom Sizemore,
Tom Hanks. 

<+++ No Country for Old Men (2007, Thriller)
Javier Bardem, Josh Brolin, Tommy Lee Jones. 

(:05) Billions "Game 
Theory Optimal" 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:10) < 
Zeroville 

(:50) <+++ The Score (2001, Thriller) Edward Norton, Angela 
Bassett, Robert De Niro. 

<+++ The Grifters (1990, Crime Story) Anjelica 
Huston, Annette Bening, John Cusack. 

<+++ Boogie Nights (1997, Drama) Burt Reynolds, Julianne 
Moore, Mark Wahlberg. 

(:40) < 
Zeroville 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: So many good 
programs have been 
removed from churches 
today and replaced with 
entertainment. I recall 
being encouraged to 
memorize Scripture as a 
child. When I asked my 
church about this, they 
said it wasn’t necessary 
anymore because even 
children have devices in 
their hands at all times 
they can use to access 
every Bible translation 
through the internet. 
But is this the same as 
accessing our minds to 
what the Bible has to say 
about life? – B.M.

A: There are more 
people who know the 
words to a television 
commercial than know 
the words in the Bible. 
Stories have come out 
of prison camps about 
Christians who had no 

Bibles but who had com-
mitted portions of the 
Scripture to memory and 
shared them with others.

One such story is 
from a man who was a 
prisoner of war for three 
years. He lamented that 
he had not committed 
more Scripture to mem-
ory. Another story is told 
of a Chinese missionary 
imprisoned during World 
War II. She managed to 
take a forbidden gospel 
of John with her. When 
she went to bed, she 
pulled the covers over 
her head and memorized 
one verse each night for 
three years. When the 
prisoners were released, 
most of them shuffled 
out, but the mission-
ary was so chipper that 
someone said she must 
have been brainwashed. 
A Life magazine report-

er, who had interviewed 
her, said, “She’s been 
brainwashed for sure. 
God washed her brain.”

Others who have suf-
fered said that some-
times they could only 
remember small parts of 
Scripture. One woman, 
upon hearing bad news, 
repeated over and over 
again, “I can do every-
thing through him who 
gives me strength” (Phi-
lippians 4:13, NIV).

Memorizing God’s 
Word is a gift that keeps 
on giving. We should 
read it, study it, and 
memorize it.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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NOTICE
Notices

ONE STOP SHELL! New
Owners! Krispy Krunchy
Chicken-freshly made, perfect-
ly Cajun. It's delicious! All new-
Hot Stuff Pizzas. Perfect for
any day of the week! Get Free
fountain drink with purchase of
family chicken meal, breakfast
pizza or breakfast sandwich-
offer good through November
1st. We look forward to seeing
you soon! 1303 South Main-
Bluffton. (EAP2)

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

MILLER'S U-STOR We have
clean, secure storage units
available. Various sizes.
260-824-4141. Miller U-Stor,
1118 W. Silver, Bluffton, IN.

Lottery Numbers

Public Notices

Wednesday’s lottery 
numbers were unavailable 
at time of printing. 
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Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is Tues., Oct. 24!
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7946
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Goods & services 
directory

STATE OF INDIANA 	)
	 ) SS:

COUNTY OF ALLEN )
	 IN THE ALLEN 
	 SUPERIOR COURT

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA
A CHILD IN NEED OF 	 )
SERVICES: 	 )
CM, a child 	 )
And 		  )
Yoshua Tear Monday, Father )

	 Cause No.:
	 02D08-2112-JC-414
	 02D08-2303-MI-128
	 SUMMONS FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION & NOTICE

	 OF A MOTION FOR
	 PERMANENCY/
	 MODIFICATION OF
	 CUSTODY HEARING

To: Yoshua Tear Monday,
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

to the above noted parent, whose 
whereabouts are unknown, and 
who is the parent of aboved 
named minor child, that the Indiana 
Department of Child Services has 
a motion for permanency and that 
a modification of custody hearing 
has been scheduled with the Court.

THE MODIFICATION OF CUS-
TODY HEARING at which Michael 
L. Flores, Alleged Father and any 
Alleged Unknown Father must 
appear is scheduled for November 
14, 2023, at 1:30 p.m. at the Allen 
Superior Court, 715 South Calhoun 
Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46802. At 
said hearing, the court will consider 
the Motion for Permanency and 
evidence thereon and will render 
its decision as to custody of the 
above children.

UPON ENTRY OF SAID 
MOTION FOR PERMANENCY/
MODIFICATION OF CUSTODY 
HEARING will be held in which the 
Court will consider: (1) Modification 
of Legal Custody of the Children 
(2) Modification of Physical Cus-
tody of the Children (3) Visitation 
between the Parents and Children 
(4) Parental Child Support Obliga-
tions.

YOU MUST RESPOND by 
appearing in the case in person or 
by attorney within thirty (30) days 
after the last publication of this 
notice, and in the event you fail 
to do so, an adjudication on said 
motion and a modification of the 
parental custodial rights regarding 
the above listed children may be 
ordered by the court without further 
notice.

T H E  AT TO R N E Y R E P -
RESENTING THE INDIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SER-
VICES, is Cassandra DeGood, 201 
East Rudisill Street, Suite 200, Fort 
Wayne, IN 46806; telephone (260) 
458-6100.

Date this Sept 07 2023
Christopher M. Nancarrow

	 Clerk of Allen County 
	 Superior Court

nb 9/28, 10/5, 10/12
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
Pursuant to Indiana Code § 

6-1.1-20-5, notice is hereby given 
that the Board of Education of the 
Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan 
School District has preliminarily 
determined to enter into a lease 
agreement and issue bonds in 
the aggregate principal amount of 
$10,000,000 to fund the renovation 
of and improvements to Bluffton 
High School, including moisture 
abatement, HVAC, and building 
envelope improvements, and the 
purchase of equipment and tech-
nology

Dated: October 5, 2023
	 /s/ Board of Education
	 Bluffton-Harrison 

Metropolitan School District
nb 10/5, 10/12

hspaxlp

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

10/6/23
Notice is hereby given that the 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
will hold a Public Hearing in Con-
ference Room 105 in the Wells 
Carnegie Government Annex, 223 
W. Washington St., in the City of 
Bluffton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. 
on the 24th day of October, 2023, 
for the purpose of reviewing and 
hearing comment on the request of 
1796 S Main LLC, 1796 S Main St., 
Bluffton, IN 46714 for the purpose 
of a Variance.

Current Zoning: B-3
Proposed Variance: To allow 

a second free-standing sign with 
an increased size to 168 sq ft per 
face.

Common Location: The sub-
ject property is located at 1796 S 
Main St., Bluffton, Indiana, 46714.

Brief Legal: The subject prop-
erty is described as 0.368 ac in the 
SE quarter of Section 9 Township 
26N Range 12E in Harrison Town-
ship.

Dated this 6th day of October, 
2023

	 WELLS COUNTY BOARD 
	 OF ZONING APPEALS

Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr., 
	 Director

nb, oj 10/12
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

10/6/23
Notice is hereby given that the 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
will hold a Public Hearing in Con-
ference Room 105 in the Wells 
Carnegie Government Annex, 223 
W. Washington St., in the City of 
Bluffton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. 
on the 24th day of October, 2023, 
for the purpose of reviewing and 
hearing comment on the request of   
Seth& Brenda Turrin, 107 S Melch-
ing Dr., Ossian, IN 46777 for the 
purpose of a Variance.

Current Zoning: R-1
Proposed Variance: To reduce 

front yard setback from 30’ to 20’ 
for a covered porch.

Common Location: The sub-
ject property is located at 107 S 
Melching Dr., Ossian, Indiana, 
46777.

Brief Legal: The subject prop-
erty is described as 0.3 ac in the 
SW quarter of Section 15 Township   
28N Range 12E in Jefferson Town-
ship.

Dated this 6th day of October,   
2023

	 WELLS COUNTY BOARD 
	 OF ZONING APPEALS

Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr., 
	 Director

oj, nb 10/12
hspaxlp

Mark your 
Calendar for 
this event

PORK CHOP SUPPER at Mc-
Natt Church, 9183 W 800 S,
Wells County, Sat., Oct. 14
from 4:30 to 7 p.m.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

Help Wanted

EMSHWILLER & EMSH-

WILLER is looking for an of-
fice assistant to join our team.
Seasonal help - January thru
May of each year. Responsible
for performing a range of cleri-
cal and administrative tasks to
support daily operations in an
office setting. Ideal candidate
would be good at organizing,
multi-tasking & taking direc-
tion. To apply for this position,
please send resume to
sharedadmin@emshwiller.net
(EAP2)

JOIN THE BEST- HIRING
SKILLED CARPENTERS
With our continued growth,
we're looking for highly
skilled carpenters with at
least 4-5 years experience in
commercial or residential
construction. Experience
with rough & finish carpentry,
framing or concrete forming
required. James S. Jackson
has a great team of profes-
sionals, is well established,
provides benefits and is look-
ing for career-minded team
members right now. Highly
competitive pay, paid time
off, health insurance and
matching 401k are all part of
the package. Please send
resume or request an appli-
cation at
hireme@jjacksonco.com
www.jjacksonco.com

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

MOVING SALE, 830 Park-
way Drive, Bluffton, Friday,
October 13, Saturday, Octo-
ber 14, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Antique
glassware, records in original
album covers, push lawn
mower, snow blower, some
tools, empty tubs, free CD's
and DVD's.

HELOISE HINT: Before your 
garage sale, make some posts 
about it online. Include photos 
of the best items you are sell-
ing. This will help attract more 
customers. Email HELOISE@
Heloise.com.

Place a three day garage sale 
line classified ad and receive 

a free garage sale kit!

HELOISE HINT: How to handle 
office discussions. If people are 
chatting about controversial is-
sues, you may want to stay 
away from them. Keep every-
thing professional while at the 
office. Email HELOISE@Helo-
ise.com.

Read & recycle

FOR SALE
5 for $5

EARN EXTRA CASH by sell-
ing your "unwanted" items dur-
ing the month of October. A 20
-word, line classified ad for five
days is only $5! For Sale Items
Only. Excludes Garage Sales.
Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office, 125 N. Johnson
St., 260-824-0224, or place
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

Services
CONNECT TO THE best wire-
less home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G 
and 4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. Call 
855-430-1496 (I)
GUARANTEED LIFE INSUR-
ANCE! (Ages 50 to 80). No 
medical exam. Affordable pre-
miums never increase. Benefits 
never decrease. Policy will only 
be cancelled for non-payment. 
833-535-1043 (I)

BUY IT!
SELL IT!
TELL IT!
RENT IT!
LEASE IT!
FIND IT!

in the

News-Banner
CLASSIFIED

ADS



By JOSH FUNK 
AP Business Writer

Kansas became the 10th 
state in the nation Wednes-
day to require two-person 
railroad crews despite objec-
tions from freight railroads, 
but the industry may chal-
lenge the rule in court as it 
has in other states like Ohio.

The major freight rail-
roads have long pushed to 
cut crews down to one per-
son, but unions have resisted 
because they believe it's safer 
to have two people working 
together to operate trains.

Gov. Laura Kelly said 
two-person crews "will pro-
tect workers from the effects 
of fatigue, prevent train 
derailments and reduce risks 
in the many Kansas com-
munities along our railroad 
tracks." The new admin-
istrative rule took effect 
Wednesday.

The railroad industry 
maintains there isn't enough 
evidence to show that two-
person crews are safer and 
many short-line railroads 
already operate with a single 
person aboard.

"Regulatory efforts to 
mandate crew staffing such 
as the latest in Kansas lack 
a safety justification," said 
spokesperson Jessica Kah-
anek with the Association 
of American Railroads trade 
group.

Kahanek said she didn't 
want to speculate whether 
the industry will file a law-
suit challenging the Kan-
sas rule the way it did in 
Ohio. The railroads gener-
ally argue in their lawsuits 
that the federal government 
should be the only one to 
regulate the industry to 
ensure there's a uniform set 
of rules.

At least a dozen states 
impatient with the federal 
government's reluctance 
to pass new regulations on 
railroads have tried to pass 
restrictions on the indus-
try related to minimum 
crew size, train length and 
blocked crossings.

Both the Ohio and Kan-
sas crew-size rules were 
proposed in the months after 
the fiery Norfolk Southern 
derailment in eastern Ohio 
in February. That crash 
forced thousands of people 
to evacuate their homes 
around East Palestine while 
hazardous chemicals burned 
in the days afterward. The 
cleanup continues and resi-
dents continue to worry 
about possible long-term 
health effects.

The other states that 
have rules requiring two-

person crews on the books 
are California, Wisconsin, 
Arizona, West Virginia. 
Minnesota, Washington, 
Nevada and Colorado. 
Those state regulations 
could be unnecessary if the 
Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration approves a proposed 
rule to require two-person 
crews or if a package of rail 
safety reforms proposed in 
Congress that includes that 
requirement is approved. 
But the rail safety bill hasn't 
received a vote in the Senate 
or a hearing in the House, so 
it's prospects are uncertain.

Jeremy Ferguson, who 
leads the Transportation 
Division of the Sheet Metal, 
Air, Rail and Transportation 
Workers union that repre-
sents conductors, praised the 
new Kansas rule alongside 
the governor Wednesday.

CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Fla. (AP) — NASA on 
Wednesday showed off its 
first asteroid samples deliv-
ered last month by a space-
craft — a jumble of black 
dust and rubble that's the 
most ever returned to Earth.

Scientists anticipated 
getting a cupful but are 
still unsure how much was 
grabbed from the carbon-
rich asteroid named Bennu, 
almost 60 million miles (97 
million kilometers) away. 
That's because the main 
sample chamber has yet to 
be opened, officials said 
during an event at Johnson 
Space Center in Houston.

"It's been going slow and 
meticulous, but the science 
is already starting," said 
the mission's lead scientist, 
Dante Lauretta of the Uni-
versity of Arizona.

NASA's Osiris-Rex 
spacecraft collected the 
samples three years ago 
from the surface of Bennu 
and then dropped them off 
sealed in a capsule during 
a flyby of Earth last month. 
The expected cupful was far 
more than the teaspoon or 
so that Japan brought back 

from a pair of missions.
Black dust and particles 

were scattered around the 
outside edge of the internal 
sample chamber, according 
to Lauretta. He said there's 
still "a whole treasure chest 
of extraterrestrial material" 
to be studied. The samples 
are priceless, the preserved 
building blocks from the 
dawn of the solar system.

No one at Wednesday's 
celebration at Johnson got 
to see any of the samples 
firsthand — just photos and 
video. The asteroid pieces 
were behind locked doors in 
a new lab at the space cen-
ter, accessible only to scien-
tists in protective gear.

Besides carbon, the aster-
oid rubble holds water in the 
form of water-bearing clay 
minerals, Lauretta and oth-
ers pointed out.

"That is how we think 
water got to the Earth," he 
said. "Minerals like we're 
seeing from Bennu landed 
on Earth 4 billion years ago 
to 4.5 billion years ago, 
making our world habit-
able."

That was one of the pri-
mary reasons for the $1 bil-

lion, seven-year mission: to 
help learn how the solar sys-
tem — and Earth in particu-
lar — formed. "You can't 
get more exciting than that," 
said NASA Administrator 
Bill Nelson.

Back in 2020, Lauretta 
and his team lost some of 
their haul when the lid on the 
sample container jammed a 
few days after the spacecraft 
collected the material. It vac-
uumed up so many pieces 
from Bennu that small rocks 
got lodged under the lid and 
prevented it from closing, 
sending pieces floating off 
into space.

That's why scientists did 
not have a precise measure-
ment of what was coming 
back; they estimated 250 
grams, or about a cupful, 
ahead of the Sept. 24 land-
ing in the Utah desert. They 
won't have a good count 
until the container is opened, 
within two weeks or so.
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OCTOBER 15-OCTOBER 22 - (Online Only Auction) - Michael 
& Jane Michaud, seller. Gravely zero turn riding mower, 2018 
Family Farm Home single axle utility trailer, Craftsman portable 
air compressor, Craftsman & DeWalt power tools, late model 
appliances, antique furniture, assorted household, Christmas 
decorations, Berkley fishing boat w/14’ trailer, assorted fishing. 
Preview: Oct. 12 from 3 p.m.-6 p.m. and Oct. 19 from 3 p.m.-6 
p.m., 1791 E 1100 S, Warren. Sale managers, Patrick Carter & 
Nick Huffman. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING OCTOBER 17 STARTING AT 6 
P.M. EST - Ronald L Franke estate, owner. Real estate 6 p.m.: 
812 sf, full basement, 2 bed, 2 full bath, 14’x22’ detached garage, 
.29 acre lot, Fort Wayne Community School, Wayne Township, 
Allen County. Personal property 6:30 p.m.: 2006 Chevy Monte 
Carlo SS, 105k miles, household, tools, riding lawn mower, fur-
niture, collectibles, more! Pick up: Oct. 18, 3-6 p.m., 930 Irene 
Ave., Fort Wayne. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, Kjauction.
com, 260-724-7402.
OCTOBER 22-OCTOBER 27 - (Online Only Auction) - Michael 
& Jane Michaud, seller. Single story home situated on 4.55 
Acres w/outbuildings. 3 bedroom and 2 full bathrooms with 1,880 
square foot and an attached 2 car garage. Open houses: Oct. 12 
from 3-6 p.m., Oct. 19 from 3-6 p.m., Oct. 26 from 4-6 p.m., 1791 
E 1100 S, Warren. Pat Carter & Nick Huffman, sale managers. 
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 22- OCTOBER 29 - (Online Only Auction) - Harvey 
E. & Wilma D. King, seller. H&D Repair Center & Body Shop 
retirement auction. Automotive & body shop equipment, pickup 
truck, tractor, Rotary Lift 9,000-lb. capacity 2-post hydraulic lift, 
mower. Preview: Oct. 19 from 3 p.m.-6 p.m. and Oct. 26 from 3 
p.m.-6 p.m., 300 Standard Oil Blvd., Montpelier. Sale manager, 
Patrick Carter, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
OCTOBER 27 - 8 a.m. - Secured creditors & various consign-
ors, owners. 815 Adams St., Decatur. Truck & equipment auc-
tion. Live and online bidding. 700+ lots! 100+/- municipal units! 
2012-2014 Freightliner M2106 box trucks, dump trucks, day 
cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, bucket trucks, utility & semi trailers, 
SUV’s, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pickups, 100+ various skid steer attach-
ments & more! Cargo & passenger vans, large group of Chevy 
Impalas, Tahoes, Dodge Chargers, more! Selling absolute! 
Accepting consignments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 
Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING NOVEMBER 5 
STARTING AT 4 PM EST - Randy Rossman, owner and mul-
tiple consignors. Online only consignment auction. 1,000+ lots! 
Featuring furniture, household items, collectibles, antiques, tools, 
guns, & much more! Auction preview: Nov. 2, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm 
St., Decatur. Pick up times: Nov. 6, 1-6 p.m. & Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-
noon, 3 pick up locations in Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.

260-824-0418  • 1308 S. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON 
WWW.BLUFFTONTIRE.COM • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00

BLUFFTON TIRE INC.

GET IT DONE!
Tune up

Cooling System 
Service &  

Maintenance 
And Oh Yeah

TIRES

HOURS
 Thursday - Friday 3:00 - 8:00pm

 Saturday 12:00 - 8:00pm

(765) 727-1027
www.dash90wines.com

zane@dash90wines.com

Rylie Lynn Band Saturday Oct. 28 Concert 5 p.m.

Finest Wine In Wells County!

6750 W 900 S-90 Warren, IN 46792

Upcoming Events 
November 
Saturday 4th 
Drop it like its Tot 4 - 8 p.m. 

October
Saturday 21st 
Texas Tenderloins “Fall Frenzy 
Craft & Vendor Event 2 - 7 p.m.

Heavy Glass Shower Doors •  Auto Glass • Vinyl Windows, 
Custom Mirrors as well as Commercial Work

www.strongholdglassllc.com • 1325 West Wiley, Blufft  on • 260-824-4715

Norwell announces 1st quarter distinctions, honors
Norwell Middle School has announced 

its honor rolls for the second semester of the 
2022-2023 school year.

6th Grade Distinction (GPA of 10 or 
higher and no grade lower than A-)
Oakley Bryant, Mackenzie Bunn, Vio-

let Butcher, Julia Collins, Keegan Corey, 
Harbert Davis, Jackson Decker, Kaydence 
Denton, Cayden Doak, Jack Dunwid-
die, Lydia Felton, Cooper Figert, Paxton 
Frisch, Blake Fuess, Camrynn Fulton, Aria 
Geng, Gabriel Gerber, Annabelle Gill, Aus-
tin Harnish, Weston Harris, Allison Hart, 
Laken Heaston, Nolan Hitzfield, Cole 
Jackemeyer, Anistyn Jolloff, Alexis Keller, 
Grant Keller, Kennedy King, Harrison 
Koop, Piper Krumma, Camryn McCart-
ney, Macy McNabb, Hudson Meriwether, 
Ellie Miller, Paxton Miller, Mason Morales, 
Madison Nordman, Elias Nussbaum, Bryn-
leigh Ormsby, Paizley Price, Jace Reinhard, 
Claire Ringger, Aubree Roberts, Meghan 
Roberts, Brynlee Sliger, Alec Smith-Fisher, 
Graciela Torres, George Tucker, Rylie Van’t 
Hof, Mason Vendal, Rylan Watson, Chloe 
Whitaker, Blake Whitmer, Easton Wilson 
and Samuel Worthman.
6th Grade Honor (GPA of 2.7 or higher 

and no grade lower than B-)
Sephora Alfreus, Braydon Arnold, Can-

yon Aschliman, Melody Bailey, Tanna Bau-
man, Maleah Baumgartner, Celia Behning, 
Alyssa Borkholder, Vivian Branham, Kayah 
Bryant, Joshua Buirley, Madelyn Chubb, 
Wesley Dafforn, Addison Dalrymple, Adle-
igh Ervin, Clark Evans, Leila Fitzmaurice, 
Reece Goeglein, Isaac Gruss, Veronica 
Haiflich, Austin Hartnett, Jaydon Heindel, 

Della Hensley, Rachel Hoag, Emma Holte, 
Rylan Ingram, Annabelle Johnson, Lyric 
Johnston, Kody Krinn, Braylon Leeth, 
Aubrey Leighton, Brody Lengerich, Travis 
Lenwell, Carter Lloyd, Daniel McBride, 
Aiden McInerney, Mercy Meyer, Grayson 
Miser, Emma Moon, Nova Mosser, Layla 
Moyer, Brielle Noe, Sydney Nordman, 
Taylor Nunn, Nevaeh Pilkinton, Brooklyn 
Quintanilla, Triton Rankin, Marin Reinhard, 
Desirae Ruch, David Runkel, Claire Sands, 
Riley Schoenemann, Skylynn Selleck, 
Landon Sonnigsen, Wesley Springer, Tyson 
Taylor, Mason Turnbough and Jaxon Yager.

7th Grade Distinction (GPA of 3.7 or 
higher and no grade lower than A-) 
Stella Ballard, Kynnlei Beste, Jordyn 

Brickley, Joao Calduro, Dalton Crow, Crete 
Edwards, Leah Ewing, Kendall Fegley, Bay-
lee Ford, Kayla Freed, Vincent Fuhrmann, 
Camdyn Gerber, Ally Graft, Gracie Hulvey, 
Hadie Isch, Carter Jackemeyer, Titus Jacob, 
Kayla Jeffrey, Preslie Jones, Wyatt Knell, 
Hunter Kurtz, Derek Lenwell, Haley Lewis, 
Addison Long, Benjamin Lukins, Novalynn 
Malone, Elizabeth Mann, Brenna Meyer, 
Quinn Oakleaf, Allyson Peterson, Leah 
Randol, Kenley Reed, Madeline Ringger, 
Joshua Roby, Elaina Scott, Charles Simer-
man, Bristol Smith, Adalyn Stine-McCave, 
Avery Thornton, Maddux Thornton, Kate-
lyn Troutt, Stella Tumbleson, Cody Wald-
man and Mason Zent.
7th Grade Honor (GPA of 2.7 or higher 

and no grade lower than B-)
Isabel Affolder, Josephina Alig, Joshua 

Antrim, Sara Arellano, Emma Bailey, Reid 
Bolyn, Morgan Boomershine, Henry Brin-

son, Kaylyn Buck, Maddox Bunn, Callie 
Burton, Kach Cauble, Landon Clark, Cae-
don Confer, Miles Daugherty, Nyla Davis, 
Jillien Dawalt, Lily Dillion, Mason Diver, 
Rylan Falk, Siena Favory, Alivia Fenster-
maker, Kenley Fisher, McKenzy Flores, 
Myah Frauhiger, Kyndal Fuller, Chase Ger-
ber, Krista Gerber, Parker Gerber, Owen 
Grover, Jordyn Grzych, Alec Haag, Rilynn 
Hoopingarner, Cohen Karns, Claire Kelley, 
Elijah Landis, Madelynn Lewis, Elizabeth 
Long, Angela Mayer, Anna McBride, Had-
ley Meyer, Roman Meyer, Ian Mitchell, 
Noah Nash, Clayton Parsons, Brynn Pay-
ton, Easton Pine, Easton Reinhard, Jaydin 
Rhoads, Connley Rupp, Stormie Selking, 
Abigail Swineford, Isaiah Thompson, Ally-
son Wheeler and Case Wireman.

8th Grade Distinction (GPA of 3.7 or 
higher and no grade lower than A-)
Kenan Abdulrahim, Roman Aschliman, 

Ellie Bales, Corbin Behning, Brooke Bowl-
ing, Fielder Brege, Cooper Bunn, Emma 
Burnau, Edward Bushee, Robert Cahoon, 
Greyson Chavis, Dylan Chism, Madelyn 
Clark, Kaitlyn Collins, Gracie David, Stel-
len Davis, Kamdyn Ealing, Avery Elmore, 
Elias Fagin, Adalynn Fausz, Cash Feg-
ley, Lillie Felton, Zeke Ford, Layla Frisch, 
Amore Gilbert, Eva Grisafo, Kinley Hein-
del, Ethan Hill, Ivy Hill, Abigail Hippen-
steele, Kahlan Hollenbach, Lillian Holmes, 
Payton Hupfer, Carson Jolloff, Marvin 
Keller, Carter Kelley, Mia Kurtz, Emma 
Lenwell, Jacob Macy, Brock Martin, Ava 
Mason, Joshua McBride, Rebecca McCo-
nn, Lance Meriwether, Emma Miller, Evie 
Miser, Tripp Mitchell, Eric Morgan, Khloe 

Morgan, Tenlee Morris, Cooper Nagel, 
Macy Oatess, Addison Parsons, Amelia 
Penrod, Hudson Petrie, Addison Privett, 
Vivian Reidenbach, Connor Rose, Kahra 
Rupp, Illiyana Sailors, Abigail Schlemmer, 
Gabrielle Schlemmer, Hailey Singleton, 
Jillian Smith, Daisy Swineford, Julian Tor-
res, Ashley Tucker, KayLee Tucker, Grady 
Vachon, Adrienne Wagner, Reese Wathen, 
Travis Watson, Coral Weiss, Rachel Wer-
ling, Kiera Whitaker, Phoenix Whitsitt, 
Reagan Wilson, Mallory Young, Amelia 
Zavacki and Anthony Zavacki.
8th Grade Honor (GPA of 2.7 or higher 

and no grade lower than B-)
Chesney Anderson, Kingston Ayers, Tif-

fany Bays, Kaylee Bennett, Kendall Bill-
ington, Jillian Bischoff, Keyani Brinneman, 
Connor Careins, Reid Cavanaugh, Aidan 
Chandler, Trinity Cole, Chloe Comer, Cart-
er Costello, Emma Crippen, Erika Cross-
white, Carter DeWeese, Addison Dohrman, 
Emma Easley, Keigan Fortriede, Miyah 
Foss, Dessie Fritts, Brennen Fryback, Isa-
iah Goeglein, Wyatt Goulet, Alicia Harris, 
Carly Jacobs, Baylee Johnston, Shelbey 
Kaehr, Koda Keller, Owen Lichtsinn, Ethan 
Mast, Collin McAtee, Ada Mclaughlin, 
Anna Mclaughlin, Royce Merrill, Layken 
Mialkowski, Westin Miller, Jorden Mills, 
Caden Mitchell, Carly Mittlestedt, Lin-
coln Moyer, Magnolia Neuenschwander, 
Mya Oatess, Carmen Ortiz, Austin Parteko, 
Benjamin Peterson, Khaymen Peterson, 
MacKenzie Price, Cyndall Pyle, Hayleigh 
Raskie, Greyson Shoemaker, Khloe Stock-
man, Channing Thompson, Ty Tofflemoyer, 
Brady Watkins and Tyler Zent.

Police Notebook
listed on the railroad cross-
ing. 

Tuesday, 2:36 p.m., Ind. 
1 and 350 South, Bluffton. 
Subject flagged down offi-
cer to ask for directions. 

Tuesday, 5:04 p.m., 
Wells County Courthouse. 
Officer transported subject 
to Wabash. 

Tuesday, 7:54 p.m., 
North 100 East and South 
Adams Street, Bluffton. Car 
versus deer; Car won.

Tuesday, 8:20 p.m., 
East 950 South and South 
700 East, Keystone. Caller 
reported he hit a cat with his 
car and requested a report 
for insurance.  

Wednesday, 6:15 a.m., 
Wells County Jail. Robert 
Rankin at the jail to turn 

himself in on warrant. 
Wednesday, 11:06 a.m., 

300 block of North Williams 
Street, Bluffton. Report of 
subject who failed to reg-
ister as required by the sex 
offender registry.

Ossian:
Tuesday, 12:35 p.m., 

Ind. 1 and Ind. 224, Ossian. 
Report of drywall thrown all 
over road. Officer removed 
several small pieces of dry-
wall from the roadway.

Tuesday, 5:58 p.m., 800 
block of Park Drive, Ossian. 
Protective order served.

Tuesday, 10:14 p.m., 
Dollar General, Ossian. 
Report of a small child on 
bicycle. Advised he was 
going to a friend’s house.

Wednesday, 2:13 a.m., 
500 block of South Little 

River Trace, Ossian. Report 
of sound of gunshots. Noth-
ing found.

ACCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., West 

Center Drive and Ind. 1. 
Anita Carr was parked on 
the side of the road to look 
at items for sale. A second 
vehicle parked behind her. 
Carr was unaware of this 
vehicle when she reversed, 
and the rear end of her 
Chevrolet Tahoe struck the 
front end of the vehicle. 
Damages not exceeding 
$1,001.

ARRESTS
Robert Daniel Rankin, 

39, Bluffton, leaving the 
scene of a crash, a Class B 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,000.

(Continued from Page 3)

NASA shows off its first asteroid 
samples delivered by a spacecraft

Kansas becomes the 10th state 
to require 2-person train crews, 
despite the industry’s objections


