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Bluffton man sentenced for child exploitation
By HOLLY GASKILL

Sentenced in the Wells 
County Circuit Court Sept. 
27, Sebastian Hubble, 30, will 
spend 10 years in the Indiana 
Department of Corrections and 
his lifetime on the sex offend-
er’s registry.

Hubble was arrested in April 
following a year-long investi-
gation by the Bluffton Police 
Department. In pleading guilty 
to the highest charge issued — 
child exploitation, a Level 4 felony — 14 
additional charges were dismissed. These 
charges were all related to voyeurism and 
possession of child pornography.

The police investigation discovered 
Hubble had possession of lewd images of 

minors, including images of child 
sexual assault. Hubble also secretly 
took inappropriate images of chil-
dren under his care.

A significant portion of the con-
versation during the sentencing 
hearing followed Hubble’s com-
puter encryption. BPD Det. Cliff 
Thomas testified that the computer 
seized in a warrant from Hubble 
contained malware that neither 
he nor the cybercrimes unit of the 

Indiana State Police were able to 
unlock. Thomas ultimately contacted the 
FBI. 

“I have never sent a piece of equipment 
that (the ISP) weren’t able to get into,” 
Thomas stated. 

Most evidence that was able to be dis-

covered from the malware was found on 
Hubble’s cell phone. Prosecutor Colin 
Andrews alleged that this level of encryp-
tion — and without Hubble’s assistance — 
ultimately prevented the investigation. 

Larry Mock, Hubble’s lawyer, noted 
that Hubble had been cooperative with the 
investigation and exercised his right not to 
volunteer information to the police. Mock 
affirmed Hubble’s clean background and 
service in the Air Force as a low-risk to 
re-offend according to the Indiana Risk 
Assessment System. He asked Judge Ken-
ton Kiracofe to consider a six-year sentence 
with a portion suspended and on probation. 

“Not to downplay what happened — it’s 
a very bad thing,” Mock stated. “But I think 
if we look at the things in total, the defen-
dant is not even close to being the worst of 

the worst, given that this is his first offense.
Andrews recognized Hubble appears to 

be low-risk, but there were “some troubling 
aspects.” Andrews referenced Hubble’s per-
sonal impact statement, alleging Hubble 
displayed a pattern of removing himself 
from responsibility. According to Andrews, 
this included Hubble’s claims he didn’t 
remember many of the actions, his belief the 
actions were about control, not sexual grati-
fication, and multiple instances where he 
did not name the victims involved.

“The person we’re dealing with is clearly 
shielding himself — maybe even internally, 
not just from the court — from his own hor-
rible actions here,” Andrews stated. 

Andrews asked Kiracofe to consider a 
12-year sentence with nine to 10 years exe-

Sabastian Hubble

Brewing up a Halloween tale
Rehearsals are under way for the “Legend of Sleepy Hollow” production by the Cre-
ative Arts Theatre. It will be presented at the Life Community Church stage on Oct. 
27-28. Cast members left to right are Cole Sheets (Ichabod Crane), Kinlee Taylor 
(Katrina Van Tassel), and Matthew Elwell (Brom Bones). Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $10 for those 12 and younger. (Photo provided)

By DAVE SCHULTZ
Admission fees for the Wells Community 

Pool and rates for Parks Department facility 
rentals will go up in 2024.

The three members of the Bluffton Parks 
and Recreation Department’s board present 
at Thursday night’s meeting  — Rick McE-
voy, Christine Zadylak, and Susan Camp-
bell (John Gerber was absent)  — approved 
the rate increases proposed by Parks Super-
intendent Brandy Fiechter. They were mod-
est increases for the most part; for instance, 
pool admissions went up from $3.50 to $4 
for adults and from $3 to $3.50 for children. 

Rental of the large pavilion at Roush 
Park went from $75 per day to $95 for four 
hours or less and $125 for more than four 
hours. Rental of the small pavilion at Roush 

Park cost $50 per day this year; next year’s 
fees will be $50 for up to four hours and $60 
for more than four hours.

Rental of the new pavilion at Roush Park 
will run $60 for up to four hours and $70 for 
more than four hours.

The city’s most rented pavilion in 2023 has 
been the inside facility at Washington Park, 
and the rental rates for that will go from $80 
to $95 Monday through Thursday and from 
$130 to $150 Friday through Sunday. The 
difference between the weekday and week-
end rates is an effort to even out the pavil-
ion’s rental numbers; this year the facility was 
rented only 16 times during the week and 47 
times on the weekend.

In other business Thursday night:

Parks Department raises 
rates on pool, facility rentals

Wells APC supports rezoning 
three parcels in Uniondale

By DAVE SCHULTZ
The Wells County Area Plan Commis-

sion had only one item of new business on 
its agenda Thursday night and it supported 
a change of rezoning for three parcels in 
Uniondale from I-1 (light manufacturing) to 
I-2 (light manufacturing). 

The decision by the 11 APC members 
is only advisory. The final decision on the 
request will be made by the Uniondale 
Town Council.

The parcels are at 6025 N. Main St., 708 
W. Railroad St., and directly west of 708 W. 
Railroad St. The rezoning request was made 
by JLE Equestrian LLC, Bolinger Contract-
ing LLC, and Uniondale Warehouse LLC. 
The companies were represented before the 
APC  by Andy Bolinger.

In his review of the petition, Mike Laut-
zenheiser, executive director of the APC, 
told the agency’s members that the primary 

reason for the rezoning request is the stor-
age of items outdoors, which is allowed in 
an I-2 zoning by not in an I-1 zoning. Most 
of the parcels in the area are zoned either I-1 
or I-2, and the transfer to I-2 maintains the 
integrity of the zoning.

The request was approved by APC mem-
bers Tyson Brooks, Tim Rohr, Jerome Mar-
kley, Bill Horan, Jarrod Hahn, Chandler 
Gerber, Melissa Woodworth, Becky Stone-
Smith, Kiera Lance, Harry Baumgartner Jr., 
and John Schuhmacher.

In other business, the APC granted a 
30-day extension on a violation involving 
property at 602 W. Mill St. in Ossian. The 
owner, Eugene Sterling, said the area has 
been cleared up. The 30-day extension 
was approved to give Lautzenheiser an 
opportunity to formally inspect the prop-
erty.

daves@news-banner.com

Hoosier kids missed between 
10 to 18 days of school last year

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

About 40 percent of Hoosier students 
missed 10 or more school days last year, and 
nearly one in five were absent for at least 18 
days, according to new Indiana data.

A presentation before the Indiana State 
Board of Education on Wednesday high-
lighted the staggering statistics that state 
leaders said should warrant immediate 
action.

Student absences have been on the rise 
since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in Indiana and across the nation, data shows. 
Although Indiana’s latest numbers show 
slight improvements, absentee rates during 
the 2022-23 school year were still 8 percent 
higher than before the pandemic.

“It’s October — the first quarter is gone. 
We have to draw attention to this right now. 
And there’s no time to wait,” said Indiana 
Secretary of Education Katie Jenner. “I 
think this is really a rally cry for us to look 
at our parents, families, caregivers, and also 
our community leaders to come up with 
some solutions that might help.”

Indiana fared better than most other 
states for chronic absenteeism — defined by 
the rate of students who missed at least 18 
school days, either excused or unexcused. 
That’s equal to 10 percent of the academic 
year. 

But in the last three years, the rate of 
Hoosier students who have been chroni-
cally absent more than doubled compared to 
before the pandemic.

Education experts note that being absent 
as few as three days out of the school year 
affects test scores and overall academic per-
formance. The student demographic groups 
with the largest gaps in state language arts 
and math testing since the pandemic are 
more likely to be chronically absent.

Jenner told the Indiana Capital Chronicle 
this summer that high rates of absenteeism 
are likely contributing to the state’s dismal 
literacy rates, for example.

By the numbers
According to the Indiana Department of 

Education, roughly 221,000 Hoosier stu-
dents were considered chronically absent 

Indiana’s education officials on Wednesday raised alarms 
about high rates of chronic absenteeism across the state

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

Meta, X questioned over lack of rules against political deepfakes
By MATT O’BRIEN 

AP Technology Writer
Deepfakes generated by artifi-

cial intelligence are having their 
moment this year, at least when it 
comes to making it look, or sound, 
like celebrities did something 
uncanny. Tom Hanks hawking a 
dental plan. Pope Francis wearing 
a stylish puffer jacket. U.S. Sen. 
Rand Paul sitting on the Capitol 
steps in a red bathrobe.

But what happens next year 
ahead of a U.S. presidential elec-
tion?

Google was the first big tech 
company to say it would impose 
new labels on deceptive AI-gener-
ated political advertisements that 
could fake a candidate’s voice or 
actions. Now some U.S. lawmak-
ers are calling on social media 
platforms X, Facebook and Insta-
gram to explain why they aren’t 

doing the same.
Two Democratic members of 

Congress sent a letter Thursday to 
Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg and 
X CEO Linda Yaccarino express-
ing “serious concerns” about the 
emergence of AI-generated politi-
cal ads on their platforms and 
asking each to explain any rules 
they’re crafting to curb the harms 
to free and fair elections.

“They are two of the largest 

platforms and voters deserve to 
know what guardrails are being 
put in place,” said U.S. Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota 
in an interview with The Associ-
ated Press. “We are simply asking 
them, ‘Can’t you do this? Why 
aren’t you doing this?’ It’s clearly 
technologically possible.”

The letter to the executives 
from Klobuchar and U.S. Rep. 
Yvette Clarke of New York warns: 

“With the 2024 elections quickly 
approaching, a lack of transpar-
ency about this type of content in 
political ads could lead to a dan-
gerous deluge of election-related 
misinformation and disinforma-
tion across your platforms – where 
voters often turn to learn about 
candidates and issues.”

X, formerly Twitter, and Meta, 
the parent company of Face-

(Continued on Page 3)
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Bluffton man sentenced Weather
Friday, October 6, 2023

(24-hour observations at 8:51 p.m. Thursday)
High: 73; Low: 64; Precipitation: 1 inch of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.35  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 67. West wind 5 

to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 
Tonight: A 40 percent chance of showers, mainly before 

2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 41. West wind 10 
to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Saturday: A 30 percent chance of showers, mainly 
between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Partly sunny, with a high near 
54. Northwest wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 
25 mph. 

Saturday Night: A 10 percent chance of showers before 
8 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 38. West wind 
around 10 mph. 

Sunday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 54.

Sunday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 39.
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cuted with the IDOC. 
In closing, Andrews also referenced 

the gallery of people present for the 
hearing. 

“The wide-ranging effect that this 
has on our system and our society … 
this person is a danger to society,” 
Andrews said. “By his own statement 
he implicates himself — the more 
he tries to assuage his own guilt, the 
more he shows he needs a lot of time 
away to confront himself, confront his 
actions, and make reparations for those 
he’s harmed.”

Hubble’s crimes were reported by 
a woman identified as his wife in the 
probable cause affidavit. She delivered 
a victim impact statement on behalf of 
herself and the children involved.

The woman stated she had married 
Hubble in 2021 and found child por-
nography on his computer approxi-
mately one year later. At the time, she 
had three children in the home — her 
two children under five years old and 
her 7-year-old niece whose parents 
were struggling with addiction. She 
was also five months pregnant with 
Hubble’s child, which she described as 
a high-risk pregnancy. 

She advised she had discovered 
images on Hubble’s laptop from a Rus-
sian website commonly used for trad-
ing sexually explicit images of chil-
dren. It was later discovered during 
the police investigation that Hubble 
had also taken inappropriate images 
and videos of her child and niece. The 
woman now believes he had done so to 
obtain images from the website — an 
idea that was also echoed by Thomas.

She additionally noted that while 
the investigation ensued, she was 
denied a protective order because of 
Hubble’s lack of criminal history. Hub-
ble allegedly moved just a few streets 
away from the home. 

“I lived in deep fear of what might 
happen to me if he found out (I had 
reported him) for over a year because 
of behavior he had exhibited in the 
past,” she stated. “My (children) both 
went through a catastrophic loss to 
their emotional safety when the man 
they saw as a father was suddenly gone 
and deemed unsafe. They watched as I 

struggled to pay bills and keep myself 
alive while I was on continuous IV flu-
ids, medication, and home health care 
during a very high-risk pregnancy.”

Furthermore, she emphasized that 
the investigation was prolonged due to 
the malware on Hubble’s computer. By 
not allowing the detectives access, she 
claimed Hubble was preventing other 
victims from receiving justice.

In her closing statement, she asked 
Kiracofe to consider what she believed 
Hubble could be sentenced to as a 
first-time offender — eight years in 
the IDOC and 10 years on the sexual 
offender registry. This, she calculated, 
would protect her now one-year-old 
daughter until her 18th birthday.

She concluded, “With this sentence, 
time served, time off for good behav-
ior, and his time on the registry, my 
daughter will have the ability to spend 
her entire childhood with him identi-
fied as a sexual predator and receive 
the protective benefits that apply from 
(Hubble) being supervised on the reg-
istry.”

Hubble later accepted the opportu-
nity to provide a statement to the court, 
during which he apologized to and 
thanked the police and prosecution. 
He then described a pattern of “sexu-
ality morality issues similar to many 
youthful men” he had struggled with, 
which he stated had become secretive 
and repressed due to his religious back-
ground. Hubble claimed he had tried 
counseling, but his pedophilia was a 
deeper issue he had not discussed in 
counseling and was unaware of. 

Hubble said he had always tried to 
be a good person, including in seeking 
faith in his incarceration thus far. He 
added that he respected his former part-
ner’s desire for protection but claimed 
he had always tried to support her. 

“This isn’t who I want to be,” Hub-
ble stated. “I never wanted to hurt her 
or those kids, and knowing I have — 
I’m going to have to live with the rest 
of my life. That will never change, but 
what I can change is putting my best 
foot forward and trying to be the best 
I can be for them, myself, for the state, 
and the community I live in. That’s 
who I want to be. I am just so heartbro-
ken and sorry for all this.”

In taking the sentencing under 
advisement, Kiracofe asked the prose-
cution about the 14 dismissed charges. 
Andrews advised these charges were 
largely dismissed due to the agreement, 
not lack of evidence.

Kiracofe then recognized the afore-
mentioned mitigating and aggravating 
factors within the case but drew con-
cern with how Hubble related himself 
to the actions. 

He stated: “Mr. Hubble indicated 
he has a problem in this area, yet it’s 
one thing to say, ‘I have a problem.’ 
(If) an alcoholic has a problem, (they) 
don’t go work in a bar (and) don’t go 
work in a liquor store. Here, you have 
a problem, and you have allowed small 
children to come into your home. So, 
while I’m sympathetic in some way to 
your situation, you put yourself in the 
situation where you could victimize 
people, and that’s not acceptable.”

Kiracofe further discussed the 
content of the downloaded images, 
some of which displayed child sexual 
assault, and several concerning inter-
net searches related to the assault of 
minors. However, he said it was one 
issue to have sought out child pornog-
raphy and “quite another” to create it 
with children under his care.

He also noted that, while Hubble 
was not required to unlock the com-
puter, his inaction also denied the 
woman and her family the knowledge 
of whether or not images were distrib-
uted online. 

“Mr. Hubble’s actions have changed 
the trajectory of a lot of folks’ lives, 
especially these children’s lives,” Kira-
cofe stated. “They’re victims now. And 
even more, he has now a child who 
was even further victimized — unin-
tentionally, but a victim nonetheless.”

Hubble was sentenced to 12 years 
with two years suspended — with the 
intention to monitor Hubble’s actions 
on probation — and will be registered 
as a sex offender for his entire life. 

Hubble will receive 152 days credit 
for time already served and was also 
ordered to pay $189 in court costs, 
a $100 child abuse prevention fee, a 
$500 sexual assault victims assistance 
fee, and a $100 administrative fee.

holly@news-banner.com

• The Lancaster Park 
upgrade is nearing comple-
tion, and Fiechter said many 
of the various contractors 
are expected to be wrapping 
up their work this month. 
The basketball court is fin-
ished and many other fea-
tures are set. Fiechter said 
she had been told that three 
semi-tractor-trailer loads of 
mulch had been put in place 
on the playground.

• A public meeting on 
plans to ease erosion on the 
banks of the Wabash River 
will be held at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 18, at the 
Washington Park pavil-
ion. The public meeting is 
a requirement of the city’s 
receipt of a $10,757.52 Lake 

and River Enhancement 
grant.

• Fiechter announced an 
increase in her calculation of 
costs for the pool’s 2023 sea-
son. Some chemicals were 
purchased last year, which 
meant that the total amount 
spent on pool operation this 
year was $117,383.01.

• A walk to raise support 
for the department’s Rock 
Steady program for those 
with Parkinson’s disease 
raised $6,650. A $150 dona-
tion was received from the 
Elks Club for swim lesson 
equipment.

• Day of Caring volun-
teers painted the gazebo and 
pulled weeds at the Iris Gar-
den on the Rivergreenway.

daves@news-banner.com

during the 2022-23 academ-
ic year.

More than 400,000 stu-
dents missed at least 10 
days of school — which, 
per Indiana statute — made 
them “habitually absent.”

A school day is consid-
ered missed if a student is 
there for less than half of the 
day.

To put those numbers into 
perspective, state leaders 
emphasized that 3,086 school 
buses could be filled with 
kids if all of Indiana’s chroni-
cally absent students came to 
school on the same day.

“We’re trying to help 
people understand that we’re 
not talking about a small 
amount of people,” said 
John Keller, IDOE’s chief 
information officer. “When 
you think about it that way, 
that’s a big number.”

Keller added that Indiana 
is “far away” from chronic 
absentee rates in the 2018-19 
school year, when just 11.2 
percent met that definition.

The rate rose to 18.5 per-
cent in 2020-21 — the first 
year after the pandemic — 
and topped out at 21.1 per-
cent in the 2021-22 school 
year, according to state data.

The 2022-23 data indi-
cates that 19.3 percent of 

students were chronically 
absent from school.

The issue is especially 
worsening among high 
schoolers, Keller noted.

State education depart-
ment officials said the high-
est chronic absenteeism rates 
came from the most vul-
nerable students who were 
homeless or suffered from 
displacement, including chil-
dren in foster care. Hous-
ing instability, in addition to 
mental health challenges, are 
also driving absentee num-
bers up, they noted.

Low-income status also 
increased a student’s likeli-
hood of being chronically 
absent. A lack of transporta-
tion is additionally thought 
to be contributing to missed 
days at some schools.

Black students saw the 
largest percentage of chronic 
absenteeism of any racial or 
ethnic group last year. Only 
White and Asian students 
had below the state average.

Still, chronic absenteeism 
was higher in some schools 
than in others. Kenner said 
in 84 schools, 50 percent of 
students were chronically 
absent. Another 270 schools 
recorded one out of every 
three students as chronically 
absent, while 547 schools 
had one in four students.

Statewide, 1,651 Hoosier 
schools had at least one out 
of every 10 students marked 
as chronically absent, 
according to state data.

Rates were typically 
highest in high-poverty 
urban school districts and 
charter schools, while subur-
ban schools reported lower 
rates.

G a r y  C o m m u n i t y 
Schools had the highest 
chronic absenteeism rate 
among the state’s public 
school districts at about 66 
percent. 

Chronic absenteeism 
was higher than 40 percent 
in Muncie and South Bend 
schools and over 30 percent 
in Anderson, Richmond, 
Indianapolis Public Schools 
and at least two dozen other 
districts. 

Multiple rural districts 
had high rates, too, includ-
ing 43.2 percent in Cannel-
ton, 37.5 percent in Madison 
and 32.1 percent in Medora.

Rates were mostly lower 
in suburban districts like 
Carmel Clay — at 8.4 per-
cent — and in Zionsville, 
which recorded a 7.3 percent 
rate of chronic absenteeism.

How to get more kids in 
school?

SBOE officials doubled 

down on Wednesday that 
absenteeism is a problem 
without a single solution, 
though.

To start, Jenner said 
an “Early Warning Dash-
board” is in the works to 
direct resources to at-risk 
students. The system will 
be piloted for some schools 
this academic year. She said 
the goal is for the dashboard 
to be ready for all schools 
by the start of the 2024-25 
school year.

Included in the dashboard 
— which will be connected 
to Indiana’s existing GPS 
dashboard — will be data on 
attendance, as well as infor-
mation about which stu-
dents at risk. Granular data 
could provide details about 
absences at the individual 
classroom and teacher lev-
els, Jenner said.

“The reality is that culture 
eats policy for breakfast,” 
Jenner said, adding that 
while illness and quarantines 
kept many students home 
during the pandemic, the 
slow rebound in attendance 
suggests missing school has 
become a new normal. “So, 
if we have a national culture 
of chronic absenteeism, we 
could sit as a board and pass 
a number of policies today, 
but the culture is not there.”

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)
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book and Instagram, didn’t 
respond to requests for com-
ment Thursday. Clarke and 
Klobuchar asked the execu-
tives to respond to their 
questions by Oct. 27.

The pressure on the 
social media companies 
comes as both lawmakers 
are helping to lead a charge 
to regulate AI-generated 
political ads. A House bill 
introduced by Clarke ear-
lier this year would amend 
a federal election law to 
require labels when election 
advertisements contain AI-
generated images or video.

“I think that folks have 
a First Amendment right 
to put whatever content 
on social media platforms 
that they’re moved to place 
there,” Clarke said in an 
interview Thursday. “All 
I’m saying is that you have 
to make sure that you put a 
disclaimer and make sure 
that the American people are 
aware that it’s fabricated.”

For Klobuchar, who 
is sponsoring companion 
legislation in the Senate 
that she aims to get passed 
before the end of the year, 
“that’s like the bare mini-
mum” of what is needed. 
In the meantime, both law-
makers said they hope that 
major platforms take the 
lead on their own, espe-
cially given the disarray 
that has left the House of 
Representatives without an 
elected speaker.

Google has already said 
that starting in mid-Novem-
ber it will require a clear dis-
claimer on any AI-generated 
election ads that alter people 
or events on YouTube and 
other Google products. 
Google’s policy applies 
both in the U.S. and in other 
countries where the com-
pany verifies election ads. 
Facebook and Instagram 
parent Meta doesn’t have a 
rule specific to AI-generated 
political ads but has a policy 
restricting “faked, manipu-
lated or transformed” audio 
and imagery used for misin-
formation.

A more recent bipartisan 
Senate bill, co-sponsored by 
Klobuchar, Republican Sen. 
Josh Hawley of Missouri 
and others, would go far-
ther in banning “materially 
deceptive” deepfakes relat-
ing to federal candidates, 
with exceptions for parody 
and satire.

AI-generated ads are 
already part of the 2024 
election, including one aired 
by the Republican National 
Committee in April meant to 
show the future of the United 
States if President Joe Biden 
is reelected. It employed fake 
but realistic photos show-

ing boarded-up storefronts, 
armored military patrols in 
the streets, and waves of 
immigrants creating panic.

Klobuchar said such an 
ad would likely be banned 
under the rules proposed in 
the Senate bill. So would 
a fake image of Donald 
Trump hugging infectious 
disease expert Dr. Anthony 
Fauci that was shown in 
an attack ad from Trump’s 
GOP primary opponent and 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis.

As another example, 
Klobuchar cited a deepfake 
video from earlier this year 
purporting to show Demo-
cratic Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
in a TV interview suggest-
ing restrictions on Republi-
cans voting.

“That is going to be so 
misleading if you, in a presi-
dential race, have either the 
candidate you like or the 
candidate you don’t like actu-
ally saying things that aren’t 
true,” said Klobuchar, who 
ran for president in 2020. 

“How are you ever going 
to know the difference?”

Klobuchar, who chairs 
the Senate Rules and 
Administration Commit-
tee, presided over a Sept. 27 
hearing on AI and the future 
of elections that brought 
witnesses including Min-
nesota’s secretary of state, 
a civil rights advocate and 
some skeptics. Republicans 
and some of the witnesses 
they asked to testify have 
been wary about rules seen 
as intruding into free speech 
protections.

Ari Cohn, an attorney 
at think-tank TechFree-
dom, told senators that 
the deepfakes that have so 
far appeared ahead of the 
2024 election have attract-
ed “immense scrutiny, 
even ridicule,” and haven’t 
played much role in mis-
leading voters or affecting 
their behavior. He ques-
tioned whether new rules 
were needed.

“Even false speech 
is protected by the First 

Amendment,” Cohn said. 
“Indeed, the determination 
of truth and falsity in poli-
tics is properly the domain 
of the voters.”

Some Democrats are also 
reluctant to support an out-
right ban on political deep-
fakes. “I don’t know that 
that would be successful, 
particularly when it gets to 
First Amendment rights and 
the potential for lawsuits,” 
said Clarke, who represents 
parts of Brooklyn in Con-
gress.

But her bill, if passed, 
would empower the Fed-
eral Election Commission to 

start enforcing a disclaimer 
requirement on AI-gener-
ated election ads similar 
to what Google is already 
doing on its own.

The FEC in August took 
a procedural step toward 
potentially regulating AI-
generated deepfakes in 
political ads, opening to 
public comment a petition 
that asked it to develop rules 
on misleading images, vid-
eos and audio clips.

The public comment 
period for the petition, 
brought by the advocacy 
group Public Citizen, ends 
Oct. 16.

INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 2:16 p.m., 

100 block of West South 
Street. Report of upstairs 
apartment smelling of mari-
juana.

Wednesday, 3:38 p.m., 
100 block of South John-
son Street. Report of dispute 
between subjects. Advised 
to contact the Social Secu-
rity office.

Wednesday, 3:41 p.m., 
900 block of East River 
Road. Report of neighbor 
trespassing.

Wednesday, 4:09 p.m., 
800 block of South Oak 
Street. Welfare check 
requested. No issues.

Wednesday, 5:14 p.m., 
Walmart. Report of park-
ing issue with semi truck. 
Driver advised to move 
along.

Wednesday, 5:49 p.m., 
Creative Arts Council of 
Wells County. Subject 
warned for trespassing.

Wednesday, 8:07 p.m., 
EZ Bowl. Vehicle hit a curb 
and was unable to drive due 
to damage to wheel. Towed 
to Freeman’s.

Wednesday, 8:51 p.m., 
Ind 116 and North Fair-

way Lane. Car versus 
deer.

Wednesday, 9:31 p.m., 
Bluffton Regional Medical 
Center. Transported subject 
to the Wells County Sher-
iff’s Department.

Wednesday, 10:16 p.m., 
Pine Grove Apartments. 
Report of neighbors yell-
ing at caller. Both parties 
claimed being verbally 
threatened by the other 
group.

Wednesday, 10:43 p.m., 
Pine Grove Apartments. 
Report of a large dog bark-
ing.

Thursday, 12:36 a.m., 
West Silver and South 
Jersey streets. Report of 
group of juveniles playing 
in street and not moving 
for traffic. Officer advised 
adults the middle of the 
intersection might not be 
the best place to play foot-
ball.

Thursday, 2:29 a.m., 
Walgreens. Report of some-
one sleeping in seat of car. 
Advised they had issues at 
home and were sleeping it 
off.

Thursday, 3:18 a.m., 
South Main and East Sil-
ver streets. Report of man 

walking backwards and 
appearing confused. Sub-
ject advised he was wait-
ing for the newspaper to 
open.

Thursday, 10:50 a.m., 
600 block of West Ohio 
Street. Report of bad burn-
ing leaves smell.

Thursday, 12:02 p.m., 
800 block of Greenlawn 
Avenue. Report of domestic 
issue.

County:
Wednesday, 3:30 p.m., 

1000 South and 600 East, 
Keystone. Officer located 
large area of damage to 
asphalt at intersection and 
followed a trail of fluids. 
Officer made contact with 
subject who advised he 
blew a hydraulic hose on 
his farm equipment and 
would take his loader to 
smooth it out and lay grav-
el. County highway con-
tacted.

Wednesday, 4:48 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Protec-
tion order served to Damien 
Jackson.

Wednesday, 4:41 p.m., 
7200 North 300 West, Mar-
ble. Abandoned vehicle 
reported.

Wednesday, 8:59 p.m., 

10000 West 900 South, 
Marion. Report of a teen-
ager exhibiting toddler like 
behavior at the instruction 
to go to bed. The 13 year old 
reportedly broke household 
items.

Wednesday, 9:33 p.m., 
200 West and 300 North, 
Bluffton. Report of a car 
crashing into a pole, snap-
ping it in half.

Wednesday, 11:26 p.m., 
700 Countryside Drive, 
Marble. Report of loud 
bang. No issues found.

Thursday, 8:41 a.m., 
4384 South 300 West, Pone-
to. Report of a loose horse, 
possibly belonging to neigh-
bors property.

Ossian:
Wednesday, 8:36 p.m., 

1100 West 1200 North, 
Ossian. Subject transported 
to Wells County Jail.

ARRESTS
Tornor Dejuan Doby, 26, 

Fort Wayne, driving while 
suspended - prior, Class A 
misdemeanor.

Oscar Soria, 43, Bluffton, 
operating a motor vehicle 
without ever receiving a 
license, a Class C misde-
meanor.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-

ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include 
the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of 
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of 
calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling 
arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, 
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person, 
there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will 
coordinate obituary publication.

Police NotebookLee Braselton, 76
Lee “L.H.” Braselton, 76, of 

Ossian, passed away Oct. 2, 
2023, at Parkview Hospital Ran-
dallia surrounded by his family. 

Lee was born in Elberton, Ga. 
on April 4, 1947, to Ellen and 
Louis Braselton; both parents pre-
ceded him in death. Lee gradu-
ated from Central High School in 
1965. He married Julia Schwehn 
on Dec. 9, 1978. Lee retired from 
GE and spent many years as a 
car salesman. He most recently 
worked for Avis Car Rental. Lee was a member of Beth-
lehem Lutheran Church, Ossian. His hope and faith in 
Jesus Christ was the foundation of his life. His great-
est joy was his children and his grandchildren and his 
unconditional love for them was exceedingly transpar-
ent in his daily life.

Additional survivors include sons, Robert (Jennifer) 
Braselton and Ted (Linda) Braselton; daughters, Jennifer 
(Steve) Moring, Michele Werling, Marissa Johnson, and 
Jane (Michael) Reinhard; a brother, James (Jean) Bra-
selton; 19 grandchildren; several nephews and nieces; 
and his chihuahuas, Bella and Bean. 

In addition to his parents, Lee was preceded in death 
by his brother, Glenn Braselton; son-in-law, Josh John-
son; and stepmother, Jessie Braselton. 

A funeral service will be held at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 7, 2023, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 6514 E. 
750N in Ossian with Rev. Samuel Wirgau officiating. 
Visitation will be available one hour prior. Visitation 
will also be from 2-7 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 6, 2023, at 
Elzey-Patterson-Rodak Funeral Home 120 W. Mill Street 
Ossian. Memorial contributions may be made to Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church or Loving Shepherd Ministries of 
Bluffton. Fond memories and expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.elzey-patterson-rodak.com for 
the Braselton family.

David Nahrwold, 69
David F. Nahrwold D.V.M., 69, 

of Woodburn, passed away on 
Wednesday, Oct. 4 at Parkview 
Hospital in Fort Wayne, following 
a valiant battle with cancer. His 
faith in Jesus Christ assured him 
that his spirit and soul are already 
in heaven awaiting the resurrec-
tion of his body on the last day.

Dr. Nahrwold was born in Fort 
Wayne on Jan. 28, 1954, a son of 
the late Norma P. (Werling) and 
Fred C. Nahrwold.

He practiced veterinary medicine for 45 years, 35 of 
which were at his practice, Maumee Valley Veterinary 
Clinic in Woodburn. Along with being dedicated to his 
veterinary clients, he never lost sight of the importance 
of his faith in God and the love he had for his fami-
ly. Dr. Nahrwold also loved fishing with his grandkids, 
working in his garden, and raising fruit trees.

Dr. Nahrwold will be missed by his wife, Elaine (Lund); 
children, Elisabeth (Jonathan) Held, Stephanie (Donald, 
M.D.) Fahler and Seth (Becky) Nahrwold, DVM; siblings, 
Rhonda (Fred) Rasdorf, Curtis (Karen) Nahrwold, Susan 
(Ramon) Laughbaum, and Carol Nahrwold; grandchil-
dren, Nathaniel Held, Evelyn Fahler, Elyse Nahrwold, 
Anna Held, Zachary Nahrwold, Ruth Fahler and Lydia 
Nahrwold.

His funeral service is Monday, Oct. 9, 11 a.m. at 
Ascension Lutheran Church, 8811 Saint Joe Rd in Fort 
Wayne, with viewing one hour prior.

Viewing is also Sunday, October 8th, from 2-6 p.m. at 
Ascension Lutheran Church.

He will be laid to rest at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Cemetery in Ossian.

Please omit flowers. Memorials to Ascension Luther-
an Church, 8811 Saint Joe Rd, Fort Wayne, IN 46835, 
or the Purdue Foundation Scholarship Fund (Vet Class 
of 1978 – 013143) 625 Harrison St. West Lafayette, IN 
47907.

Memories may be shared at dooleyfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
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INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 
— Momo the monkey's 
taste of freedom is over.

The primate spurred an 
hourslong search on India-
napolis' east side after he 
escaped Wednesday evening 
from his owner's property. 
But the male patas monkey 
was finally captured safely 
Thursday morning, police 
said.

Momo was captured 
by the brother of the mon-
key's owner after police 
tracked the primate to the 
bathroom of a house under 
construction, said Lt. Wil-
liam Carter of the India-
napolis Metropolitan Police 
Department.

"That was more than 
enough monkey business for 
us," the department said in a 
post on X, formerly known 
as Twitter, to announce 
Momo's capture.

Carter said police were 
called to the city's east side 
about 6 p.m. Wednesday 
on a report of "an aggres-
sive animal" that turned 
out to be the monkey on 
the run.

After his capture, Momo 
was taken into the care of 
Indianapolis' Animal Care 
Services, which turned him 

over to staff at the Indianap-
olis Zoo for now, said Katie 
Trennepohl, deputy director 
of Indianapolis Animal Care 
Services.

While a permit is not 
required in Marion County 
to own such an animal, she 
said Momo will remain 
held under the advice of 
the county's prosecutor's 
office, which will work 
with Animal Care Ser-
vices to determine whether 
Momo will be returned to 
his owner.

Trennepohl said Animal 
Care Services had "dealt 
with Momo one other time" 
when he had escaped in 
July.

Last night, after Momo 
escaped again, she said his 
owner was issued a a cita-
tion because the monkey 
was "chasing and approach-
ing in an unsafe fashion" 
while on the run in a resi-
dential area.

She said that anyone 
who had direct contact 
with Momo during his 
time on the lam should 
contact the local health 
department because of a 
concern about "diseases 
that can be transmitted to 
humans."

Indianapolis police 
capture a cheeky 
monkey that escaped 

Meta, X
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The Internal Revenue Service makes clear that taxpay-
ers who willfully conceal or alter tax documents risk severe 
penalties. But what happens when government auditors are 
caught manipulating documents and hiding those actions in 
court?

The IRS has agreed to settle and drop a penalty in 
Lakepoint Land II LLC v. Commissioner. A judge in U.S. 
Tax Court had sanctioned the IRS in the case, ripping the 
agency’s counsel for acting in “bad faith” and having “mul-
tiplied the proceedings in this case unreasonably and vexa-
tiously” by failing to tell the court that documents it used to 
assess a penalty had been backdated.

Several other Tax Court cases suggest wider IRS docu-
ment fiddling as the agency has gone after “syndicated con-
servation easements.” Congress created conservation ease-
ments in the 1980s, letting land owners donate the develop-
ment rights for acreage to a qualified charity in return for a 
tax deduction.

Those easements have become big business, as legal 
tax loopholes often do. Companies buy up land, have it 
appraised for its foregone developmental value, then sell 
stakes to investors who receive the tax benefit. This entirely 
legal commerce is disliked by the green lobby and some 
lawmakers.

The IRS began its crackdown in 2016, and by 2020 
former Commissioner Charles Rettig had declared it a 
“top priority” to “actively identify, audit and litigate” these 
transactions that “defraud the government of revenue.” 
The IRS zeroed in on what it claimed were inflated land 
appraisals, denying deductions and slapping firms with 
hefty penalties.

One legal rub: The federal tax code requires an IRS 
supervisor to approve in writing the initial determination of 
a penalty. That didn’t happen in Lakepoint. The company 
presented emails to Judge Christian Weiler showing that the 
IRS agent on the case failed to get her supervisor’s written 
approval in 2016 for a proposed $15 million penalty.

When the agent realized this — in February, 2017 — 
her supervisor acknowledged in an email that this was a 
“HUGE oversight” and backdated her signature to seven 
months earlier. IRS attorneys nonetheless swore to the 
accuracy of this date, and they continued to mislead the 
court for months even after the falsification was discovered. 
Judge Weiler ordered the IRS to pay Lakepoint’s fees and 
expenses.

Three more partnerships — Arden Row Assets, Bass-
wood Aggregates, and Delwood Resources — have pre-
sented evidence of similar backdating by a different IRS 
agent and manager. That agent in a March 2022 email tells 
the manager that “the date you use to sign should either 
be the date you ‘approved’ penalties against the taxpayer 
(7/14/21) . . . or a little thereafter?” The manager a few 
days later responded: “All 3 are signed with date of July 14, 
2021.” Note the wink-nod “approved.”

The cases suggest a culture of disregard for tax laws that 
the IRS requires taxpayers to follow to the tee. Imagine the 
fines or prison sentences awaiting average Joes who back-
date tax documents and lie about it.

IRS abuse is all the more outrageous because the part-
nerships had the legal right to engage in easements at the 
time. 

In addition to settling with Lakepoint, the IRS says it has 
“undertaken an ongoing review of syndicated conservation 
easement cases to ensure that the evidentiary record about 
supervisory approval is properly presented and that the 
agency pursues or continues to pursue penalties only where 
appropriate.”

Glad to hear it, but it’s a disgrace that the IRS had to be 
found out in court before it stopped its abuses. This is one 
of many reasons the recent $80 billion budget increase for 
the IRS should be eliminated.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
Distributed by The Associated Press

Other Opinions

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, Oct. 6, the 279th 
day of 2023. There are 86 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On 
Oct. 6, 1973, war erupted in the Mid-
dle East as Egypt and Syria launched 
a surprise attack on Israel during 
the Yom Kippur holiday, starting a 
nearly three-week conflict that would 
become known as the Yom Kippur 
War.

On this date:
In 1536, English theologian and 

scholar William Tyndale, who was the 
first to translate the Bible into Early 
Modern English, was executed for 
heresy.

In 1927, the era of talking pictures 
arrived with the opening of “The Jazz 
Singer” starring Al Jolson, a feature 

containing both silent and sound-syn-
chronized sequences.

In 1928, Chiang Kai-shek became 
president of China.

In 1939, in a speech to the Reich-
stag, German Chancellor Adolf Hitler 
spoke of his plans to reorder the ethnic 
layout of Europe — a plan that would 
entail settling the “Jewish problem.”

In 1976, President Gerald R. Ford, 
in his second presidential debate with 
Democrat Jimmy Carter, asserted that 
there was “no Soviet domination of 
eastern Europe.”

In 1979, Pope John Paul II, on a 
week-long U.S. tour, became the first 
pontiff to visit the White House, where 
he was received by President Carter.

In 1981, Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat was shot to death by extremists 
while reviewing a military parade.

In 2003, American Paul Lauterbur 
and Briton Peter Mansfield won the 
Nobel Prize for medicine for discov-
eries that led to magnetic resonance 
imaging.

In 2010, the social networking 
photo app Instagram was launched by 
Kevin Systrom and Mike Krieger.

In 2014, the Supreme Court unex-
pectedly cleared the way for a dra-
matic expansion of gay marriage in 
the United States as it rejected appeals 
from five states seeking to preserve 
their bans, effectively making such 
marriages legal in 30 states.

In 2017, the board of directors of 
The Weinstein Co. said movie mogul 
Harvey Weinstein was on indefinite 
leave from the company he founded 
amid an internal investigation into sex-
ual misconduct allegations against him.

The Week That Was - a look back through cartoonists’ eyes...

Tax fraud at the IRS
Kevin McCarthy is not the problem

Republican presidential candidate Nikki Haley got 
to the heart of the government shutdown fireworks in 
her appearance on Fox News Sunday.

“Let’s be clear what the Freedom Caucus is really 
trying to do; they are trying to cut spending.”

That’s of course correct. One would be hard-
pressed to find any Republican, Freedom Caucus 
member or not, who does not understand the gravity 
of the state of our federal budget and spending.

Unfortunately, now we have a small group of 
Republicans doing what liberals do — looking for 
whom to blame. You would think that House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy is personally responsible for $33 
trillion in national debt and a $2.2 trillion deficit. 

McCarthy is sent to do budget battles with his 
hands tied behind his back. The marching order 
regarding spending cuts is and has been that only on 
the table is discretionary spending.

Discretionary 
spending accounts for 
27% of the federal 
budget. 

Discretionary 
spending is funds that 
Congress has authority 
to appropriate annu-
ally. About half of it 
is the Defense budget. 
Given that our Defense 
spending is currently 
at a dangerously low 
level as a percent of 
GDP, it is, for practical 
purposes, also off the 
table.

So, what is left to 
target for spending 
cuts is miniscule in the grand scheme of things. The 
allegation that McCarthy betrayed his party and col-
leagues by not seriously going to budget war and 
shutting down the government is a grand distortion.

If we want to turn to reality, the real issue is what 
no one wants to talk about — the approximately 70% 
of the federal budget that is non-discretionary, which 
happens automatically. 

The major non-discretionary items are interest on 
the federal debt and entitlement programs — the two 
largest being Social Security and Medicare.

Interest is a symptom rather than a cause. Inter-
est rates, and hence interest expenditures, have been 
going up because of all the spending and the inflation 
that has resulted from this. 

So, we wind up staring into the eyes of the ele-

phants in the room. 
Social Security and Medicare. 
Even our champion of Make America 

Great Again, former President Donald 
Trump, has insisted that reform of Social 
Security and Medicare is off the table. 

Federal spending is now around 25% of 
GDP. CBO projects it reaching 30% in 30 
years. The average from 1962 to 2022 was 
20.5%.

Most of the growth in that spending 
comes from interest, Social Security and 
Medicare. 

We are a far different country today 
compared to when these programs were enacted — 
Social Security in 1936, Medicare in 1965.

The costs of Social Security, a retirement system, 
and Medicare, a health care payment system for the 

elderly, are driven by the 
percentage of elderly in the 
population. Lower birth 
rates, hence fewer children, 
and longer life spans means a 
higher percent of elderly and 
increasingly costly programs.

The median age in the 
U.S. in 1930 was 26.5. In 
1960, it was 29.6. In 2021, it 
was 38.8. 

Per a Cato Institute report, 
“unfunded obligations for 
Medicare and Social Security 
are equivalent to $650,000 
for every U.S. household.”

Must our citizens take a 
beating with benefit cuts and 
retirement age increases? No.

We need to transform from tax-based government 
systems to market-based systems of ownership. Mar-
kets and ownership are what built our country. Our 
problems began when we start turning to government.

But major change takes courage and leadership. 
And in this we seem to be sorely lacking. 

I invite those Republican members of Congress, 
so bent on dumping on Speaker McCarthy, who 
has done his job keeping the nation functioning and 
moving forward, to step out and speak to the nation 
regarding how they propose to reform Social Security 
and Medicare. 

And I invite our Republican presidential candi-
dates, including the one currently leading in the polls, 
to do the same.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Star
Parker



BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

CRANKSHAFT

CROSSWORD By Eugene ShefferBUY IT
SELL IT
RENT IT
FIND IT
FILL IT
GET IT
    DO IT
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

!
Place Your Ad 24/7/365!
www.news-banner.com

Stretched thin by bridal duties
Dear Annie: My future sister-in-law 

is getting married, and I am a maid of 
honor. She already had a bridal party 
where I made food and helped out 
before and after the event. Now she is 
having her bachelorette party. Origi-
nally, she stated she just wanted a casual 
night out with the bridal party. It sound-
ed like it would just be an evening event, 
so we decided on a Saturday that we 
would all be free. Now another brides-
maid decided it’s going to be more of an 
all-day affair.

That weekend, there is a fair going 
on, and my fiance and I park cars at our 
house for a fee because it is the busiest 
day of the fair. Since they have changed 
plans, I will now be missing out on hun-
dreds of dollars that I need. Would it be 
rude to say that I will meet them later on 
in the day? — Broke Bridesmaid

Dear Broke Bridesmaid: Weddings 
have evolved over the years to include 
not only a ceremony, reception and 
rehearsal dinner but also a bachelorette 
party, engagement party, bridal shower, 
etc. As the maid of honor, it is expected 
that you help out with all of the initially 
agreed-upon events, but sacrificing mul-
tiple weekends and forfeiting money that 
you don’t have is excessive and uncalled 
for.

Since the day portion of the event 
was not originally part of the plan, sim-
ply inform the bridal party that you only 
had the evening blocked off to celebrate 
and that, unfortunately, you have busi-
ness to attend to during the day.

Dear Annie: I enjoyed and whole-
heartedly agreed with your advice to 
“Discouraged Great Aunt,” who per-
sistently invites her relatives to events 
and functions, which they attend only 
a fraction of the time. Relationships are 
a two-way street, and she sounds like a 
very thoughtful person. I have no idea 
what the makeup of her nephew’s fam-
ily is, but if it’s anything like ours (six 
kids, ages infant through 13 years old), I 
wanted to add that attending events can 
be a huge logistical challenge in a large 
family.

While my husband and I love being 
parents to so many children, attend-

ing events with 
so many people 
of varying ages in 
tow is an event in 
and of itself. Our 
usual obligations 
— church, school, 
daily chores and 
meals, etc. — 
take more time 
and thought than 
when we had a 
smaller family, 
so we don’t attend 
as many extraneous events as we used 
to, or take off on a whim to visit fam-
ily and friends as we may have done in 
the past. However, this is not a bad thing 
as it allows us to make the events we do 
partake in more memorable.

I’ve told family and friends that our 
idea of a good time spent with family 
now is getting together in our backyard 
with a pitcher of lemonade to watch the 
kids play, or meeting halfway between 
cities at a playground or for a picnic, etc. 
I love it when a grandparent says, “I’ll 
be in the area soon. Can I come for sup-
per and bring pizza?” The little things 
that don’t take much money or effort 
matter so much to us. Besides, we’ve 
found that the majority of magical inter-
actions between children and older rela-
tives come from a child at ease in their 
normal environment. Thanks, Annie! — 
Mom of Many

Dear Mom of Many: I couldn’t agree 
with you more. An outing doesn’t have 
to be super elaborate to be special. At 
the end of the day, spending time with 
our loved ones is what matters, and I 
encourage “Discouraged” to lean into 
the little, low-pressure moments with her 
family.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.
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10/06 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
< Movie TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Jewish 
Jesus 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Living in 
the Light 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

NWSL Soccer Washington Spirit at OL Reign From 
Lumen Field in Seattle. (L) (N) 

TBA Neighbor Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) Comics 
Unleashed 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii Five-0 "Na Keiki 
a Kalaihaohia" 

Hawaii Five-0 "He 
Puko'a Kani 'Aina" 

Hawaii Five-0 Hawaii Five-0 "Holapu 
Ke Ahi, Koe Iho Ka Lehu"

Hawaii Five-0 "E 
Ho'oko Kuleana" 

Hawaii Five-0 Hawaii "He Lokomaika'i 
Ka Manu O Kaiona" 

Hawaii "Ahuwale Ka 
Nane Huna" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive 
newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. (N)

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

The Irrational "Dead 
Woman Walking" 

Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Head 
First" 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

21Alive 
News at 6 

Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago P.D. "Big 
Friends Big Enemies" 

Chicago P.D. "A War 
Zone" 

Seinfeld
"The Slicer"

Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Penn & Teller: Fool Us

"Niagara Fools" 
Inside the NFL Week 4 Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 

Burgers 
Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Europe's New Wild 
"Return of the Titans" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

American Masters "Max Roach: The 
Drum Also Waltzes" (N) 

Next "Let My Children 
Hear Mingus" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Europe's New Wild 
"Return of the Titans" 

Context BBC News 
America 

PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

American Masters "Max Roach: The 
Drum Also Waltzes" (N) 

Next "Let My Children 
Hear Mingus" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Castle < My Son Didn't Do It (2023, Crime Story) Jason 

Cermak, Zoë Christie, Gina Holden. (P) 
(:05) < You Can't Take My Daughter (2020, 
Thriller) Hunter Burke, Lyndsy Fonseca. 

< My Son Didn't Do It 
(‘23) Gina Holden. 

FX  24 132 136 148 <++ Knight and Day (‘10) Cameron Diaz, Tom Cruise. <++ The A-Team (‘10) Bradley Cooper, Liam Neeson. <++ The A-Team (‘10) Bradley Cooper, Liam Neeson. < Proposal 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(3:30) <+++ Ocean's 
Thirteen 

<+++ Ocean's Eleven (2001, Comedy Drama) Matt Damon,
Andy Garcia, George Clooney. 

<+++ Ocean's Twelve (2004, Comedy Drama) Brad Pitt, Matt Damon,
George Clooney. 

<+++ Ocean's Thirteen (‘07) Brad 
Pitt, Matt Damon, George Clooney. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ My Cousin Vinny (1992, Comedy) Marisa Tomei, Ralph Macchio, Joe 
Pesci. 

<+++ My Cousin Vinny (1992, Comedy) Marisa 
Tomei, Ralph Macchio, Joe Pesci. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) Countd-

own (L) (N)
College Football Kansas State at Oklahoma State From Boone Pickens 
Stadium in Stillwater, Okla. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 Football UFC Live Daily Wager (L) (N) NFL Live ESPN Films Knights Part 1 (N) Knights Part 2 (N) To Be Announced 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line The Rally (N) Golf Life Breaking 

Par 
Football
(N) 

Destinat-
ion Polaris

Welcome to the NHL
Nashville 2023 

AVP Pro Beach Volleyball Tour New Orleans 
Open Coverage of beach volleyball. 

Focused Football 

USA  34 133 105 242 
9-1-1 "Breaking Point" <+++ The Blind Side (2009, Drama) Tim McGraw, Quinton Aaron, Sandra 

Bullock. 
<+++ The Blind Side (2009, Drama) Tim McGraw, Quinton Aaron, Sandra 
Bullock. 

Chucky "Murder at 
1600" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
(4:00) Gold Rush 
"Klondike Climax" 

Gold Rush (N) Gold Rush (N) Gold Rush (N) Bering Sea Gold Chris McCully has a blockbuster 
start, while Vernon buys an unorthodox dredge. (N)

Gold Rush: The Dirt
"Redemption Road" (N) 

Gold Rush

TLC  36 73 183 280 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé "More to Love: Tell All Part 2" (N) 90 Day (N) Last Resort 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained "The 
Truth About Bigfoot" 

The UnXplained
"Mysteries of the Bible" 

The UnXplained
"Curses Unleashed" 

The UnXplained
"Devastating Disasters" 

UnXplained "The World 
Beneath Our Feet" (N) 

(:05) Proof-There "The 
Bigfoot Files" (SP) (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is Out 
There 

(:05) UnXplained "The 
World Beneath Our Feet" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Family First" The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "Chat Trap" (N) Killer Cases (N) Murder in the 21st (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) First 48 "Chat Trap" 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Professional 
Bridesmaid 

< Pumpkin Everything (2022, Romance) Corey 
Sevier, Michael Ironside, Taylor Cole. 

< A Royal Queens Christmas (2021, Romance)
Julian Morris, Ramona Milano, Megan Park. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Gold. Girls
"Break In" 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(:15) <++ Saw (2004, Horror) Danny Glover, Monica Potter,
Cary Elwes. 

<++ Saw II (2005, Horror) Tobin Bell, Shawnee 
Smith, Donnie Wahlberg. 

<++ Saw III (2006, Horror) Shawnee Smith, Bahar Soomekh,
Tobin Bell. 

SurrealEstate "Trust the 
Process" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <++ Why Did I Get Married? (‘07) Janet Jackson, Tyler Perry. <++ Tyler Perry's Why Did I Get Married Too? Tyler Perry. 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(:15) <++ Angel Has Fallen (2019, Action) Morgan Freeman,
Frederick Schmidt, Gerard Butler. 

<++ Independence Day: Resurgence (2016, Sci-Fi) Jeff 
Goldblum, Bill Pullman, Liam Hemsworth. (P) 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

<++ 2012 (2009, Action) Chiwetel Ejiofor,
Amanda Peet, John Cusack. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+ Halloween (2007, Horror) Scout Taylor-Compton, Tyler 
Mane, Malcolm McDowell. 

<+ Halloween II (2009, Horror) Tyler Mane, Sheri Moon 
Zombie, Malcolm McDowell. 

< V/H/S/94 (2021, Horror) Christian Potenza, Kyal 
Legend, Anna Hopkins. (P) 

(:15) < V/H/S/99 (‘22) 
Kim Abunuwara. (P) 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR 

Race Hub 
NASCAR 
Race Hub 

NFL Films 
Presents 

Breaking College Football Nebraska at Illinois From Memorial Stadium in Champaign, Ill. (L) (N) Joel Klatt
Tony Petitti 

European Poker Tour 
Barcelona 9 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Law "American Dream" Love After "Street Lies and P.I.s" Love After Lockup "The 40K Felon" Love After Lockup (N) Love After "Dark Side of the Spoon" Love After Lockup 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 (4:30) <+++ Back to the Future Part II <+++ Back to the Future Part III (‘90) Michael J. Fox. <+++ Back to the Future (‘85) Michael J. Fox. < Back to the Future P... 
NICK  68  170 299 Movie SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob < Monster High 2 (‘23) Miia Harris. <++ Bee Movie (‘07) Jerry Seinfeld. Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Ladybug Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Toy Story The Proud Marvel's Hamster & Hamster & Ladybug Ladybug Villains Villains Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy

"Bigfat" 
Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy The 700 Club <+++ Little Shop of 

Horrors Rick Moranis. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:15) <++ XXX (‘02) 
Asia Argento, Vin Diesel. 

(:20) <++ XXX: State of the Union (2005, Action)
Willem Dafoe, Scott Speedman, Ice Cube. 

<+++ X-Men: Days of Future Past (‘14) James 
McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Hugh Jackman. 

(:15) <++ Focus (2015, Thriller) Margot Robbie,
Adrian Martinez, Will Smith. 

To Be Announced 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:30) <+ Traffik (‘18) 
Omar Epps, Paula Patton. 

(:05) <++ The Maze Runner (2014, Sci-Fi) Kaya 
Scodelario, Aml Ameen, Dylan O'Brien. 

<++ Knowing (2009, Sci-Fi) Rose Byrne, Chandler 
Canterbury, Nicolas Cage. (P) 

<+ The Boy Next Door (‘15) Ryan 
Guzman, John Corbett, Jennifer Lopez.

(:35) <++ Drive Angry (‘11) Amber 
Heard, William Fichtner, Nicolas Cage. 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) <+++ The 
Remains of the Day (P) 

(:15) <+++ The Queen (2006, Drama) Michael 
Sheen, James Cromwell, Helen Mirren. 

Deadlocked "The Rule 
of Five" (N) 

< Heist 88 (‘23) Keith David, Keesha 
Sharp, Courtney B. Vance. 

< Bandit (2022, Action) Elisha Cuthbert, Mel 
Gibson, Josh Duhamel. 

(:35) <++ 
Breaking 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:45) < Wild Men (‘21) Zaki Youssef, 
Bjørn Sundquist, Rasmus Bjerg. 

<++ Orange County (‘02) Jack 
Black, Catherine O'Hara, Colin Hanks. 

< 1-800-Hot-Nite (‘22) Gerrison 
Machado, Dallas Dupree Young. 

(:40) < Drunk Bus (2020, Comedy Drama) Kara 
Hayward, Pineapple Tangaroa, Charlie Tahan. 

(:25) <+++ Pride (‘14) Imelda 
Staunton, Dominic West, Bill Nighy. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: Christians say that 
they stand for love and for-
giveness, yet some Chris-
tians compromise Biblical 
principles for popularity 
with secular society, while 
many other Christians 
talk more about the “do 
nots” of their religion. 
This doesn’t seem to bal-
ance out too well, does it? 
– S.N.

A:  The very power of 
our conviction sometimes 
inclines us toward feeling 
that we are right and that 
all other people are wrong. 
Christian conviction is 
based upon the “thou 
shalts” and the “thou shalt 
nots” of Scripture rather 
than our own personal 
ideas.

If there were a return to 

Biblical conversion, 
faith, and conviction, 
it would have a great 

impact in the world. While 
Christians are to exhibit 
love and forgiveness, 
because this is what Christ 
exhibited to the human 
race, Christians must 
never compromise Bib-
lical convictions for the 
sake of popularity. When 
comfort and ease and plea-
sure are put ahead of duty 
and conviction, progress is 
always set back.

The Bible says this: 
“Holding fast the faithful 
word … that he might be 
able, by sound doctrine, 
both to exhort and con-
vict those who contradict 
[God’s truth]” (Titus 1:9). 
Mankind seeks to excuse 
ourselves of sin, but God 
seeks to convict us of it 
and to save us from it.

We are to renounce the 
evil influence of the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. 
There can be no parley-
ing, bargaining, compro-
mise, or hesitation. Christ 
demands total loyalty, and 
this is not preached much 
anymore.

A God of love must 
be a God of justice. It is 
because God loves that He 
is just. His justice balances 
His love and makes His 
acts of both love and jus-
tice meaningful. Christians 
must dare to take a strong, 
uncompromised stand for 
Jesus Christ.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Hiday Motors
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 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
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 Mark Foreman
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Marion Wells
Service Consultant

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

Be Summer Ready

• RV’s • Golf Carts • ATV’s

Powerful Sound For 
OFF-Road Adventure

The Best On The Water. 
Loud & Clear!

• Sound Systems for boats

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.

Then come 
to Hiday.
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Is your old vehicle 
as annoying as a 
dripping faucet?

By RYAN WALKER
Bellmont’s offense was just too much for 

Norwell, ending the Knights season on its 
home field 3-1 Thursday night.

It was wet and rainy from the opening 
kick, but the two teams toughed out what 
should have been the sectional champion-
ship game. Heritage (11-3), who Norwell 
beat 5-1 two weeks ago, will play Bellmont 
Saturday night in the championship game.

This was the Knights’ chance to finally 
knock the Braves off after losing by one 
goal in each of their last two meetings. Last 
year, Norwell was eliminated 2-1 in the sec-
tional semi-final as well. This year, it was 
1-0 in the regular season.

The Braves (15-2-2), No. 4 in 2A, came 
out swinging on the attacking end, barely 
letting the Knights (11-5-1) possess the ball. 

Senior standout Gracie Rinkenger did 
what she could as the goaltender and made 
at least seven or more big saves along with 
her defensive supporting cast. 

The kicks just kept on coming until Bell-
mont broke free with two goals in a row 
toward the end of the first half. The first was 
scored by Anna Ruble with five minutes to 
go, and the second by team leader Carly Gil-
bert with four. Her 16th goal on the season.

Bellmont scores 2.6 goals per game on 
average, and with an offense that spreads 
the field well, it was hard to stop.

“We talked about it all week in planning 
for it,” Norwell head coach Dan Batdorff 
said after the game. “We know what (the 
Braves) are going to do, and it’s the same 
thing year after year. It’s just they execute, 
that’s the biggest thing. There’s ball control, 
there’s execution, great placement of play-
ers, they move well off the ball, they move 

well together.”
At the half, it looked like Norwell didn’t 

stand a chance. But at the beginning of the 
second half, it looked like a more inspired 
group, one that had nothing to lose.

Batdorff’s team started to control the ball 
and get a few chances at some through balls. 
Though they weren’t hitting on them, the 
ball was at least over midfield significantly 
more often than in the first half.

At the 21-minute mark, Norwell’s leading 
goal-scorer, Grace Mann, sent one through 
the back of the net to get on the board.

Perhaps the tide was turning? Well, not 
for long.

Less than two minutes later, Bellmont’s 
Arabelle Laurent scored to squash any 
momentum Norwell had.

For the rest of the game, the Braves had 
complete command of the ball before the 
clock turned to 0.

“It always hurts, but at the same time, 
this is the No. 4 team in the state,” Batdorff 
said. “I can’t complain too much. I mean, 
they were the better team. They showed it.”

Bellmont will head to the championship 
match against the ACAC champs Heritage 
on Saturday night at 7 p.m.

For Norwell, it was Batdorff’s best sea-
son with 11 wins. The coach was nearly 
emotional as he recapped the season after 
the game, giving praise to his players and 
his eight seniors.

“I tried to tell them that, but I was going 
to break down crying,” Batdorff said. “I 
appreciate them so much. It has been a won-
derful season. Statistically, this is the best 
season I’ve had as a coach.”

sports@news-banner.com

FRIDAY, OCT 6
FOOTBALL: Huntington North at Norwell, 

7 p.m.; Adams Central at Bluffton, 7 p.m.; 
Heritage at Southern Wells, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT 7
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): Norwell at 

Delta Eagle Invitational at Taylor University, 8:30 
a.m.; Bluffton, Southern Wells at ACAC race at 
Bluffton 11 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at  
Maconaquah Invite, 9 a.m.
MONDAY, OCT 9
No events scheduled
TUESDAY, OCT 10
No events scheduled

WEDNESDAY, OCT 11
No events scheduled
THURSDAY, OCT 12
VOLLEYBALL: (sectional) Peru at Norwell, 6 

p.m.; Southern Wells vs. Lakeland Christian at 
Southwood, 7 p.m.; Whitko at Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCT 13
FOOTBALL: Norwell at Columbia City, 7 

p.m.; Bluffton at Lakeland, 7:30 p.m.; Southern 
Wells at South Adams, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT 14
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): (sectional) 

Norwell, Bluffton, Southern Wells at Taylor Uni-
versity, 10:30 a.m. boys race, 11:15 a.m. girls 
race.
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By ANDREW SELIGMAN 
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — A photo of Dick 
Butkus sneering behind his facemask filled 
the cover of Sports Illustrated’s 1970 NFL 
preview, topped by the headline, “The Most 
Feared Man in the Game.” Opponents who 
wound up on the business end of his bone-
rattling hits could testify that wasn’t an 
exaggeration.

Butkus, a middle linebacker for the Chicago 
Bears whose speed and ferocity set the stan-
dards for the position in the modern era, died 
Thursday, the team announced. He was 80.

According to a statement released by the 
team, Butkus’ family confirmed that he died 
in his sleep at his home in Malibu, California.

Butkus was a first-team All-Pro five 
times and made the Pro Bowl in eight of 
his nine seasons before a knee injury forced 
him to retire at 31. He was the quintessential 
Monster of the Midway and was elected to 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1979, his 
first year of eligibility. He is still consid-
ered one of the greatest defensive players in 

league history.
“Dick Butkus was a fierce and passionate 

competitor who helped define the linebacker 
position as one of the NFL’s all-time greats. 
Dick’s intuition, toughness and athleticism 
made him the model linebacker whose 
name will forever be linked to the position 
and the Chicago Bears,” NFL Commission-
er Roger Goodell said in a statement. “We 
also remember Dick as a long-time advocate 
for former players, and players at all levels 
of the game.”

A moment of silence honoring Butkus 
was held before the Bears played at the 
Washington Commanders on Thursday 
night.

Trading on his image as the toughest guy 
in the room, Butkus enjoyed a long second 
career as a sports broadcaster, an actor in 
movies and TV series, and a sought-after 
pitchman for products ranging from anti-
freeze to beer. Whether the script called for 
comedy or drama, Butkus usually resorted 
to playing himself, often with his gruff exte-
rior masking a softer side.

Dick Butkus, HOF Chicago 
Bears linebacker, dies at 80

No. 4 Braves blitz Knights 
to end girls’ soccer season

Norwell MS XC completes successful week
Norwell’s Middle School cross country teams recently finished a fantastic season on 
Wednesday. On Saturday, Sept. 30, the boys’ and girls’ teams went down to Terre Haute 
for the state meet. The girls placed third overall in the Big School Division out of 37 par-
ticipating teams. Mia Kurtz placed 6th overall with a time of 11:04.3, and Reagan Wilson 
placed 24th with a time of 11:24.9 to earn all-state honors. The boys placed 21st of 38 
participants. Hudson Petrie finished 19th overall with a time of 10:12.4 and was named 
an all-state honoree. On Wednesday, Oct. 4, the Knight girls won the Northeast 8 Con-
ference, and the boys finished second. The girls dominated as individuals, as Kurtz fin-
ished in second place overall with a time of 11:45.61, Reagan Wilson third (11:47.95), 
Ashley Tucker fifth (11:59.07), Kenley Reed sixth (12:06.37), and Macy Oatess eighth 
(12:20.79). All five received all-conference awards. For the boys, Petrie finished second 
place overall with a time of 10:40.77, Maddux Thornton seventh (11:16.18), and Kayden 
Robbins eighth 11:17.5). All three received all-conference awards. Top photo, pictures 
from left to right: Mya Oatess, Maggi Neuenschwander, Avery Thornton, Ashley Tuck-
er, Mia Kurtz, Reagan Wilson, Macy Oatess, Kenley Reed, and Hadley Meyer. Bottom 
photo from left to right Cooper Figert, Kayden Robbins, Miles Daugherty, Easton Rein-
hard, Maddux Thornton, Hudson Petrie, and Harrison Koop. (Photos provided)

Bellmont’s Carly Gilbert (right) sneaks the ball past Norwell’s goaltender Gracie Rinkenberger 
(left) during the first half of the sectional semi-final match at Norwell. The Braves won 3-1 and 
advanced to the championship Saturday night against Heritage. Norwell ends the season 11-5-
1. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

Former Formula One driver Romain Grosjean said 
Wednesday he is pursuing arbitration against Andretti Glob-
al because the team is not bringing him back for a third sea-
son in the IndyCar Series.

Grosjean, who has spent the three seasons since his 
death-defying 2020 F1 crash racing IndyCar in the United 
States, said in a statement posted to social media that he 
believed he was returning to Andretti in 2024.

Andretti has hired Indianapolis 500 winner Marcus Erics-
son and is believed to be dropping from four cars to three 
for next season.

“I had expected to continue racing with the fine people 
of Andretti Autosport in the coming years,” the Frenchman 
said. “I am disappointed that is not being fulfilled, and wish 
Andretti team members well. I am pursuing other options to 
continue my IndyCar career in pursuit of excellence. I have 
commenced an arbitration proceeding in Indiana against 
Andretti Autosport, seeking to protect my rights.”

A spokeswoman for Andretti did not return messages 
seeking comment Wednesday.

Grosjean, who relocated from Switzerland to Florida 
ahead of the 2022 season, has hired an Indianapolis law firm. 
He spent the season after his fire driving for Dale Coyne 
Racing and overperformed in underperforming equipment.

That landed Grosjean a promotion to Andretti, but he had a 
public feud with his teammates in 2022 and despite a strong start 
this season he has never won a race in two seasons with the team. 
He’s winless in 47 career IndyCar starts over three seasons.

“I enjoyed working with the IndyCar team at Andretti Auto-
sport and am proud of the successes we shared through two sea-
sons. I am thankful for the many friendships developed at the 
highest level of American open-wheel racing,” Grosjean wrote.

Grosjean scored back-to-back podiums in April and was 
a contender to win the season-opening race at St. Pete. But 
he crashed in the Indianapolis 500 and again the next week 
in Detroit. It was part of a five-race stretch in which Gros-
jean finished 22nd or lower in four races at a time teams are 
putting together next year’s lineup.

Former driver Romain 
Grosjean is taking 
Andretti Global to court

Vikings beat Knights in 5 sets 
Norwell fell on the road against Hunting-

ton North 3-2 Thursday night.
The Knights won the first set 25-15, the sec-

ond 25-22, then lost 25-19, 26-24, and 15-10 in 
the rest. Their record is now 17-10 on the season.

Stat leaders for the night were Jordyn 
Xayyachack with 26 sigs, Vanessa Ross-
wurm and Macie Saalfrank with 15 kills, 

Marlee Wenger with 26 assists, Mekynzi 
Beck with two blocks, and Autumn Lee, 
Saalfrank, and Wenger with three aces.

The junior varsity team won in two sets 
(25-16, 25-15).

Norwell will be at the Maconaquah Invi-
tational to finish up the regular season start-
ing at 9 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 7.



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

SERVICES Services
MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

Lottery Numbers
Thursday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 04-20-35-36-

41
Cash4Life — 11-19-37-

49-52, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 

03-04-08-20-22-29-32-35-
36-49-52-53-54-56-60-64-
67-69-75-77, BE: 20

Daily Three-Midday — 
01-06-06, SB:00

Daily Three-Evening — 
06-02-03, SB: 03

Daily Four-Midday — 
04-04-08-04, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening — 
06-08-08-06, SB: 03

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-03-06-16-20-30-39-
41-42-43-45 -47-54-56-58-
60-62-71-72-75, BE: 62

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $37.6 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $350 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $1.4 billion
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 
8 - (Online Only) - Estate 
of Robert Isch, seller. 1978 
White 2-50 diesel tractor, 2015 
Ex-Mark Laser-Z zero turn rid-
ing lawn mower, 2002 Simplic-
ity lawn mower, 2006 Simplic-
ity Legacy riding lawn mower, 
single axle utility trailer, tandem 
axle trailer, 14’ hay wagon, 3 
bottom plow, Winco generator, 
lawn and garden, tools, antique 
& modern furniture, antiques, 
primitives, glassware, house-
hold. Sale manager, Patrick 
Carter, The Steffen Group Inc., 
260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.
com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING OCTO-
BER 8 STARTING AT 4 PM 
EST - Larry Beer, owner. 
Sports collector’s dream! 950+ 
lots featuring lots of sports 
memorabilia, signed jerseys, 
bats & balls, MLB, NFL, MLB 
cards (some cards Graded), 
die cast toys, stamp collection, 
yard & hand tools, Yamaha 
gas powered golf cart, like new 
Cub Cadet riding lawn mower, 
household, furniture, Fenton 
glass, Roseville & Hull pottery, 
more! Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 
260-724-7402.
OCTOBER 15-OCTOBER 
22 - (Online Only Auction) 
- Michael & Jane Michaud, 
seller. Gravely zero turn rid-
ing mower, 2018 Family Farm 
Home single axle utility trailer, 
Craftsman portable air com-
pressor, Craftsman & DeWalt 
power tools, late model appli-
ances, ant ique furniture, 
assorted household, Christ-
mas decorations, Berkley fish-
ing boat w/14’ trailer, assorted 
fishing. Preview: Oct. 12 from 
3 p.m.-6 p.m. and Oct. 19 from 
3 p.m.-6 p.m., 1791 E 1100 S, 
Warren. Sale managers, Pat-
rick Carter & Nick Huffman. 

The Steffen Group Inc., www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOS-
ING OCTOBER 17 START-
ING AT 6 P.M. EST - Ronald 
L Franke estate, owner. Real 
estate 6 p.m.: 812 sf, full base-
ment, 2 bed, 2 full bath, 14’x22’ 
detached garage, .29 acre 
lot, Fort Wayne Community 
School, Wayne Township, Allen 
County. Personal property 
6:30 p.m.: 2006 Chevy Monte 
Carlo SS, 105k miles, house-
hold, tools, riding lawn mower, 
furniture, collectibles, more! 
Preview: Oct. 9, 5-6 p.m., 930 
Irene Ave., Fort Wayne. Pick 
up: Oct. 18, 3-6 p.m. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 
Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
OCTOBER 22-OCTOBER 
27 - (Online Only Auction) 
- Michael & Jane Michaud, 
seller. Single story home situ-
ated on 4.55 Acres w/outbuild-
ings. 3 bedroom and 2 full 
bathrooms with 1,880 square 
foot and an attached 2 car 
garage. Open houses: Oct. 12 
from 3-6 p.m., Oct. 19 from 3-6 
p.m., Oct. 26 from 4-6 p.m., 
1791 E 1100 S, Warren. Pat 
Carter & Nick Huffman, sale 
managers. The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
OCTOBER 22- OCTOBER 
29 - (Online Only Auction) - 
Harvey E. & Wilma D. King, 
seller. H&D Repair Center & 
Body Shop retirement auc-
tion. Automotive & body shop 
equipment, pickup truck, trac-
tor, Rotary Lift 9,000-lb. capac-
ity 2-post hydraulic lift, mower. 
Preview: Oct. 19 from 3 p.m.-6 
p.m. and Oct. 26 from 3 p.m.-
6 p.m., 300 Standard Oil Blvd., 
Montpelier. Sale manager, Pat-
rick Carter, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
OCTOBER 27 - 8 a.m. - 

Secured creditors & vari-
ous consignors, owners. 
815 Adams St., Decatur. Truck 
& equipment auction. Live 
and online bidding. 700+ lots! 
100+/- municipal units! 2012-
2014 Freightliner M2106 box 
trucks, dump trucks, day cabs, 
sleepers, utility trucks, bucket 
trucks, utility & semi trailers, 
SUV’s, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pick-
ups, 100+ various skid steer 
attachments & more! Cargo & 
passenger vans, large group of 
Chevy Impalas, Tahoes, Dodge 
Chargers, more! Selling abso-
lute! Accepting consignments! 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING NOVEM-
BER 5 STARTING AT 4 PM 
EST - Randy Rossman, 
owner and multiple consign-
ors. Online only consignment 
auction. 1,000+ lots! Featuring 
furniture, household items, col-
lectibles, antiques, tools, guns, 
& much more! Auction preview: 
Nov. 2, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm St., 
Decatur. Pick up times: Nov. 6, 
1-6 p.m. & Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-noon, 
3 pick up locations in Decatur. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.

SUDOKU ANSWER

            Public Sale
         Calendar

We are looking for an offi ce assistant to 
join our team at Emshwiller & Emshwiller.  
This would be seasonal help. Jan. - May 
of each year. You will be responsible 
for performing a range of clerical and 
administrative tasks to support daily 
operations in an offi ce setting.  Your duties 
would include answering phones, welcoming 
clients, scheduling appointments, payments, 
and performing general administrative duties 
such as copying, entering data, and fi ling. 

The ideal candidate would be good at 
organizing, multi-tasking & taking direction.

To apply for this position please send your 
resume to sharedadmin@emshwiller.net

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

308 WHITE BRIDGE COURT
GIGANTIC GARAGE SALE
Pokemon cards, transformers
NIB, DVDs, Amish and Guide-
post books, name brand
clothes, 300 pc puzzles,fabric,
knick knacks, newborn to 3T
boys clothes, toys, baby
swing, yummy baked goods,
arrowheads, desk, bakers
racks, tons of bath and body,
31 bags Oct. 04 9AM-6PM,
Oct. 05 8AM-4PM, Oct. 06
8AM-4PM Rain or Shine

HUGE GARAGE/BAKE
SALE, rain or shine, Thursday
-Friday, 8 a.m.-?, 1533 Bell
Brook (off Dustman). Brand
new Evenflo infant carseat
stroller combo, dual ride,
namebrand adult and kids
clothes NB to 4T, Matilda
Jane, Gap, Maurices, Pink,
Adidas, Nike, North Face,
Michael Kors, Kate Spade,
namebrand athletic shoes, 3D
prints, Star Wars busts, fidget
toys, toys, Legos and more.
Fresh pies, cookies, cinnamon
rolls.

LIVING ESTATE SALE
1504 Aberdeen L., Highland
Terrace addition, New Haven
(I469 to Highway 30 -New
Haven left on Green Street,
left on Aberdeen), October 4-
7, Wednesday-Friday 8-5, Sat-
urday 8-2. A bit of everything
including household, seasonal
linens, crafts, puzzles, hats, no
furniture, or clothes. Our local
church is also having their an-
nual sale.

1016 JERSEY ST., Bluffton,
now through next week, Mon.-
Fri. noon-dark, Sat. 8 a.m.-
dark, Sun. 1 p.m.-dark. Com-
forter sets, Christmas, an-
tiques, baby bed, portable crib,
baby clothes, old ties, curtain
rods, decor, furniture, kitchen
stuff, lamps, king sheet sets,
round clock table, throw pil-
lows, wheelchairs, walkers,
transfer boards, books, 69
white chenille bedspread. Too
much to list! Everything must
go! Prices negotiable!

FRIDAY, OCT. 6, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., 2400 W 200 S, Liberty
Center, 1 mile north of Liberty
Center, 1/2 mile east. I want
my garage back! Everything
half price. Come and fill your
bags. Kid's clothes, juniors,
some toys, lots of misc.

HELOISE HINT: When you set 
up your garage sale. Make it 
easy for customers to touch, 
see and reach all of the sale 
items. They will examine every-
thing closely before purchas-
ing. Fax Heloise @ 210-HELO-
ISE (435-6473).

Services
MILLER'S U-STOR We have
clean, secure storage units
available. Various sizes.
260-824-4141. Miller U-Stor,
1118 W. Silver, Bluffton, IN.

EMSHWILLER & EMSH-
WILLER is looking for an of-
fice assistant to join our team.
Seasonal help - January thru
May of each year. Responsible
for performing a range of cleri-
cal and administrative tasks to
support daily operations in an
office setting. Ideal candidate
would be good at organizing,
multi-tasking & taking direc-
tion. To apply for this position,
please send resume to
sharedadmin@emshwiller.net
(EAP2)

WE ARE HIRING
1ST SHIFT

COMPETITIVE WAGES
FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.

COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

FOR SALE
5 for $5

EARN EXTRA CASH by sell-
ing your "unwanted" items dur-
ing the month of October. A 20
-word, line classified ad for five
days is only $5! For Sale Items
Only. Excludes Garage Sales.
Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office, 125 N. Johnson
St., 260-824-0224, or place
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

Help Wanted

JOIN THE BEST- HIRING
SKILLED CARPENTERS
With our continued growth,
we're looking for highly
skilled carpenters with at
least 4-5 years experience in
commercial or residential
construction. Experience
with rough & finish carpentry,
framing or concrete forming
required. James S. Jackson
has a great team of profes-
sionals, is well established,
provides benefits and is look-
ing for career-minded team
members right now. Highly
competitive pay, paid time
off, health insurance and
matching 401k are all part of
the package. Please send
resume or request an appli-
cation at
hireme@jjacksonco.com
www.jjacksonco.com

LINE CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINES
Monday editions: Friday by 4 p.m.

Tuesday-Friday editions: day-before by 4 p.m.
Saturdays: Friday by noon

FOOTBALL
  NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 3 1 0 .750 139 55
Miami 3 1 0 .750 150 119
N.Y. Jets 1 3 0 .250 62 84
New England 1 3 0 .250 55 97

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Houston 2 2 0 .500 96 79
Indianapolis 2 2 0 .500 97 99
Jacksonville 2 2 0 .500 80 82
Tennessee 2 2 0 .500 72 70

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 3 1 0 .750 99 58
Cleveland 2 2 0 .500 76 60
Pittsburgh 2 2 0 .500 62 100
Cincinnati 1 3 0 .250 49 94

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

Kansas City 3 1 0 .750 101 60
L.A. Chargers 2 2 0 .500 110 

104
Denver 1 3 0 .250 100 150
Las Vegas 1 3 0 .250 62 101

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 4 0 0 1.000 118 90
Dallas 3 1 0 .750 124 41
Washington 2 3 0 .500 109 160
N.Y. Giants 1 3 0 .250 46 122
South
 W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 3 1 0 .750 84 68
Atlanta 2 2 0 .500 62 77
New Orleans 2 2 0 .500 62 76
Carolina 0 4 0 .000 67 102

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Detroit 3 1 0 .750 106 83
Green Bay 2 2 0 .500 100 96
Minnesota 1 3 0 .250 90 95
Chicago 1 4 0 .000 115 157

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

San Francisco 4 0 0 1.000 125 58
Seattle 3 1 0 .750 111 91
L.A. Rams 2 2 0 .500 98 85
Arizona 1 3 0 .250 88 102

Thursday’s Games
Chicago 30, Washington 20

Sunday’s Games
Jacksonville vs Buffalo at London, 

GBR, 9:30 a.m.
Baltimore at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Detroit, 1 p.m.
Houston at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Miami, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at New England, 1 

p.m.
Tennessee at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Cincinnati at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Philadelphia at L.A. Rams, 4:05 

p.m.
Kansas City at Minnesota, 4:25 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
Dallas at San Francisco, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Cleveland, L.A. Chargers, 

Seattle, Tampa Bay
Monday’s Games

Green Bay at Las Vegas, 8:15 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 12

Denver at Kansas City, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 15

Baltimore vs Tennessee at London, 
GBR, 9:30 a.m.

Carolina at Miami, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Chicago, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Houston, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Washington at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
New England at Las Vegas, 4:05 

p.m.
Arizona at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m.
Detroit at Tampa Bay, 4:25 p.m.
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets, 4:25 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Buffalo, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Pittsburgh, Green Bay

Monday, Oct. 16
Dallas at L.A. Chargers, 8:15 p.m.

BASEBALL
Postseason Baseball Glance

x-if necessary
WILD CARD SERIES

(Best-of-3)
American League
Minnesota 2, Toronto 0
Tuesday, Oct. 3: Minnesota 3, 

Toronto 1

Wednesday, Oct. 4: Minnesota 2, 
Toronto 0

Texas 2, Tampa Bay 0
Tuesday, Oct. 3: Texas 4, Tampa 

Bay 0
Wednesday, Oct. 4: Texas 7, Tampa 

Bay 1
National League
Arizona 2, Milwaukee 0
Tuesday, Oct. 3: Arizona 6, Milwau-

kee 3
Wednesday, Oct. 4: Arizona 5, Mil-

waukee 2
Philadelphia 2, Miami 0
Tuesday, Oct. 3: Philadelphia 4, 

Miami 1
Wednesday, Oct. 4: Philadelphia 7, 

Miami 1
DIVISION SERIES

(Best-of-5)
American League
Baltimore vs. Texas
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Texas at Balti-

more, 1:03 p.m. (FS1)
Sunday, Oct. 8 — Texas at Balti-

more, 4:07 p.m. (FS1)
Tuesday, Oct. 10 — Baltimore at 

Texas, 8:03 p.m. (Fox)
x-Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Baltimore 

at Texas
x-Friday, Oct. 13 — Texas at Bal-

timore
Houston vs. Minnesota winner
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Minnesota at 

Houston (Verlander 13-8), 4:45 p.m. 
(FS1)

Sunday, Oct. 8 — Minnesota at 
Houston (Valdez 12-11), 8:03 p.m. 
(FS1)

Tuesday, Oct. 10 — Houston at 
Minnesota, 4:07 p.m. (Fox)

x-Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Houston 
at Minnesota

x-Friday, Oct. 13 — Minnesota at 
Houston

National League
(All Games on TBS)
Atlanta vs. Philadelphia
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Philadelphia at 

Atlanta, 6:07 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 9 — Philadelphia at 

Atlanta, 6:07 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Atlanta at 

Philadelphia
x-Thursday, Oct. 12 — Atlanta at 

Philadelphia

x-Saturday, Oct. 14 — Philadelphia 
at Atlanta

Los Angeles vs. Arizona
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Arizona at Los 

Angeles (Kershaw 13-5), 9:20 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 9 — Arizona at Los 

Angeles, 9:07 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Los Angeles 

at Arizona
x-Thursday, Oct. 12 — Los Angeles 

at Arizona
x-Saturday, Oct. 14 — Arizona at 

Los Angeles

BASKETBALL
WNBA

Finals
(Best-of-5)
No.1 Las Vegas vs. No. 2 New York
Sunday, Oct. 8: Las Vegas at New 

York, TBD
Wednesday, Oct. 11: Las Vegas at 

New York, TBD
Sunday, Oct. 15: New York at Las 

Vegas, TBD
x-Wednesday, Oct. 18: New York at 

Las Vegas, TBD
x-Friday, Oct. 20: Las Vegas at New 

York, TBD

TRANSACTIONS
Thursday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Announced 
RHP Jorge Lopez has cleared waivers 
and elected free agency in lieu of accept-
ing an assignment to Norfolk (IL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Assigned OF 
Gilberto Celestino outright to St. Paul (IL).

National League
MIAMI MARLINS — Reinstated RHP 

Eury Perez from the 15-day IL.
MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Rein-

stated RHP J.B. Bukauskas from the 
15-day IL.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CHCAGO BEARS — Reinstated G 
Taven Jenkins from injured reserve. 
Released QB Nathan Peterman.

News-Banner Scoreboard

By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Sports Writer

Weighing competitive balance, traditional rivalries, tele-
vision ratings and some very long road trips, the Big Ten 
produced 262 versions of a football schedule to find the one 
that best fit its soon-to-be 18-team, bicoastal conference.

The Big Ten released five seasons’ worth of football 
opponents for each of its schools on Thursday. The confer-
ence adds Southern California, UCLA, Oregon and Wash-
ington next year to a league that had all its schools in the 
Eastern and Central time zones.

The 2024 schedule will be highlighted by Oregon hosting 
Ohio State, Penn State at Southern California and Michigan 
going to Washington.

Big Ten Chief Operating Officer Kerry Kenny said the 
conference wants to have game dates for the 2024 season set 
by the end of October.

The Big Ten schedule will remain at nine league games 
and the conference next year will scrap its divisional format, 
which had already been determined before the latest expan-
sion. The top two teams in the final standings will play in 
the conference championship game. Tiebreaking procedures 
will also be announced later.

The Big Ten had released opponents for the 2024 and 
2025 seasons — the first with USC and UCLA — in June, 
but those needed to be torn up after the conference expand-
ed West again in August with Oregon and Washington also 
leaving the Pac-12.

“Had to go back to the drawing board,” Big Ten Com-
missioner Tony Petitti said. “We’re staying with a lot of 
the principles that were in place when we did the original 
announcement back with USC and UCLA being integrated.”

Scheduling consultant Kevin Pauga said: “For the better part of 
eight weeks, the computer was running in some form or fashion.”

Big Ten jumps through 
hurdles to create new 
expanded schedule



WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Lawyers for Donald Trump 
asked a judge Thursday to 
dismiss the Washington fed-
eral election subversion case 
against him, arguing the 
Republican is immune from 
prosecution for actions they 
say were taken in his official 
role as president.

The motion amounts to 
the most pointed attack yet 
by defense lawyers on the 
federal case charging Trump 
with plotting to overturn the 
results of the 2020 presi-
dential election he lost to 
Democrat Joe Biden. It tees 
up a fight over the scope of 
presidential power, forc-
ing courts to wrestle with 
whether the actions Trump 
took in his failed bid to 
remain in office fell within 
his duties as commander-
in-chief or whether they 
strayed far outside his White 
House responsibilities and 
are subject to prosecution.

"Breaking 234 years of 
precedent, the incumbent 
administration has charged 
President Trump for acts 
that lie not just within the 
'outer perimeter,' but at the 

heart of his official respon-
sibilities as President," the 
defense motion states. "In 
doing so, the prosecution 
does not, and cannot, argue 
that President Trump's 
efforts to ensure election 
integrity, and to advocate for 
the same, were outside the 
scope of his duties."

The presidential immu-
nity argument had been 
foreshadowed for weeks 
by defense lawyers as one 
of multiple challenges they 
intended to bring against the 
indictment. 

Special counsel Jack 
Smith's team is expected 
to vigorously contest the 
motion. It is not clear when 
U.S. District Judge Tanya 
Chutkan might rule, but 
potentially protracted argu-
ments over the motion 
— including an expected 
appeal if she denies the 
request — could delay the 
case as courts step into what 
defense lawyers described 
an unsettled question.

The Supreme Court has 
held that presidents are 
immune from civil liabil-
ity for actions related to 

their official duties. But 
Trump's lawyers noted in 
their motion that no court 
has addressed the question 
of whether that immunity 
shields a president from 
criminal prosecution, hint-
ing that the defense will 
likely fight the issue all the 
way to the nation's highest 
court.

"In addressing this ques-
tion, the Court should con-
sider the Constitution's 
text, structure, and original 
meaning, historical prac-
tice, the Court's precedents 
and immunity doctrines, and 
considerations of public pol-
icy," they wrote.

Prosecutors appeared 
to anticipate the immunity 
argument, writing in the 
indictment that though polit-
ical candidates are permitted 
to challenge their election 
losses and to even falsely 
claim victory, Trump's 
actions strayed far beyond 
what is legally permissible 
in the run-up to the Jan. 6, 
2021, riot at the U.S. Capi-
tol, when pro-Trump rioters 
stormed the building to dis-
rupt the counting of elector-
al votes.

In their motion, defense 
lawyers argue that the 
actions that form the basis 

of the indictment, including 
urging the Justice Depart-
ment to investigate claims 
of voter fraud and pressing 
state officials on the admin-
istration of elections, cut to 
the core of Trump's respon-
sibilities as commander-in-
chief.

The Justice Department 
has held that sitting presi-
dents cannot be prosecuted. 
The motion Thursday seeks 
to ensure that same protec-
tion to a former president 
for actions taken while in 
office, asserting that no 
prosecutor since the begin-
ning of American democ-
racy has had the authority to 
bring such charges.

"Every action of the 
Defendant charged in the 
indictment occurred while 
he was still in office as Pres-
ident of the United States, 
and, according to the pros-
ecution, all concerned a fed-
eral government function," 
Trump's lawyers wrote. 
"Given the all-consuming 

nature of the Presidency, 
these facts alone strongly 
support the notion that the 
indictment is based solely 
on President Trump's offi-
cial acts."

They contend that 
Trump's tweets and public 
statements about fraud in 
the election and Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence's role in 
the certification were direct-
ly related to his assertion 
that the election's outcome 
was tainted by fraud and 
that the Justice Department 
and certain states had failed 
to adequately investigate it.

And they say meetings 
detailed in the indictment 
with Justice Department 
officials also fall within 
his official duties because 
he was urging his agency 
"to do more to enforce the 
laws that it is charged with 
enforcing."

Prosecutors alleged a 
broad range of criminal 
conduct in a four-count 
indictment issued Aug. 1, 

accusing Trump of conspir-
ing with a half-dozen allies 
to pressure state officials 
to alter the results of their 
elections; enlist slates of 
fake electors in battleground 
states who could falsely 
claim that Trump had won; 
and persuade Pence to shirk 
his duty to certify the vote 
count before Congress.

The indictment says 
Trump knew the claims he 
was pushing about elec-
tion fraud were false but did 
so anyway in an effort to 
undermine the integrity of 
the democratic process. But 
Trump's lawyers say "the 
president's motivations are 
not for the prosecution or 
this Court to decide."

Trump's lawyers also 
argue his 2021 impeach-
ment trial acquittal bars 
his prosecution, saying the 
Constitution suggests presi-
dents can only be criminally 
charged in cases where they 
are impeached and convict-
ed by the Senate.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!
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• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
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Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7943
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Goods & services 
directory

Trump lawyers seek dismissal of DC federal election subversion case
Presidential immunity used 

as argument against prosecution

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The Biden 
administration will resume deporting Ven-
ezuelan migrants, the largest single group 
encountered at the U.S.-Mexico border last 
month, back to their economically troubled 
country as their arrivals continue to grow.

U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Ale-
jandro Mayorkas, speaking in Mexico City 
Thursday, cited the new measure as one of 
the "strict consequences" the Biden admin-
istration is pairing with the expansion of 
legal pathways for asylum seekers.

"Our two countries are being challenged 
by an unprecedented level of migration 
throughout our hemisphere," Mayorkas 
said, referring to Mexico.

The repatriation flights are expected 
to begin shortly, said two U.S. officials, 
though they did not provide specific details 
on when the flights would begin taking off. 
The officials were not authorized to disclose 
details of the government's plan and spoke 
to the AP on condition of anonymity.

The resumption of deportation flights 
comes not long after the administration 
increased protected status for thousands of 
Venezuelans who had previously arrived to 
the U.S., they must have entered the country 
before July 31 of this year to be eligible for 
temporary protected status.

In making the recent expansion of protec-
tions official, President Joe Biden's adminis-
tration said just this week that it had deter-
mined that "extraordinary and temporary 
conditions continue to prevent Venezuelan 
nationals from returning in safety."

Mayorkas on Thursday addressed the 
contrast with the announcement just days 
later of more deportations, saying "we have 
made a determination it is safe to return 

Venezuelan nationals who arrived in the 
United States subsequent to July 31 and do 
not have a legal basis to remain here."

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, 
who led a U.S. delegation to Mexico, added 
that "we have an ironclad commitment to 
provide protection for those who qualify. 
That remains paramount in everything we're 
doing."

Administration officials would not dis-
cuss details about how frequently deporta-
tion flights would be going to Venezuela or 
describe how Venezuela agreed to accept 
back their citizens except to say that, like 
other countries around the world, the U.S. 
has long encouraged Venezuela to accept 
back its nationals. Cuba, another U.S. adver-
sary, announced earlier this year that it 
would begin accepting Cuban deportees but 
there has only been one flight a month.

The U.S. had been returning some Ven-
ezuelans via commercial flights, but in 
relatively small numbers and through third 
countries.

In Venezuela, the government said it had 
reached an agreement with U.S. officials for 
a safe and orderly repatriation.

"Venezuelan migration in recent years is 
a direct result of the application of unilateral 
coercive measures and a blockade of our 
economy," Venezuela's foreign ministry said 
via X, the platform formerly known as Twit-
ter. It said the government would support 
repatriated Venezuelans.

The U.S. move is the latest effort to deal 
with swelling numbers of migrants as the 
administration comes under increasing pres-
sure from Republicans and mayors from the 
president's own party to do more to slow 
arrivals.

Biden administration resumes 
deportation flights for Venezuelan 
migrants as arrivals grow

By CHRISTINA LARSON 
AP Science Writer

New research confirms that fossil human 
footprints in New Mexico are likely the old-
est direct evidence of human presence in the 
Americas, a finding that upends what many 
archaeologists thought they knew about 
when our ancestors arrived in the New 
World.

The footprints were discovered at the 
edge of an ancient lakebed in White Sands 
National Park and date back to between 
21,000 and 23,000 years ago, according to 
research published Thursday in the journal 
Science.

The estimated age of the footprints was 
first reported in Science in 2021, but some 
researchers raised concerns about the dates. 
Questions focused on whether seeds of 
aquatic plants used for the original dating 
may have absorbed ancient carbon from the 
lake — which could, in theory, throw off 
radiocarbon dating by thousands of years.

The new study presents two additional 
lines of evidence for the older date range. It 
uses two entirely different materials found 
at the site, ancient conifer pollen and quartz 
grains.

The reported age of the footprints chal-
lenges the once-conventional wisdom that 
humans didn't reach the Americas until a 
few thousand years before rising sea lev-
els covered the Bering land bridge between 
Russia and Alaska, perhaps about 15,000 
years ago.

"This is a subject that's always been con-
troversial because it's so significant — it's 
about how we understand the last chapter 
of the peopling of the world," said Thomas 
Urban, an archaeological scientist at Cornell 
University, who was involved in the 2021 
study but not the new one.

Thomas Stafford, an independent archae-
ological geologist in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, who was not involved in the study, 
said he "was a bit skeptical before" but now 
is convinced.

"If three totally different methods con-
verge around a single age range, that's really 
significant," he said.

The new study isolated about 75,000 
grains of pure pollen from the same sedi-
mentary layer that contained the footprints.

"Dating pollen is arduous and nail-bit-
ing," said Kathleen Springer, a research 
geologist at the United States Geological 
Survey and a co-author of the new paper. 
Scientists believe radiocarbon dating of ter-
restrial plants is more accurate than dating 
aquatic plants, but there needs to be a large 
enough sample size to analyze, she said.

The researchers also studied accumulat-
ed damage in the crystal lattices of ancient 
quartz grains to produce an age estimate.

Ancient footprints of any kind — left by 
humans or megafauna like big cats and dire 
wolves — can provide archaeologists with 
a snapshot of a moment in time, recording 
how people or animals walked or limped 
along and whether they crossed paths. 
Animal footprints have also been found at 
White Sands.

While other archeological sites in the 
Americas point to similar date ranges 
— including pendants carved from giant 
ground sloth remains in Brazil — scientists 
still question whether such materials really 
indicate human presence.

"White Sands is unique because there's 
no question these footprints were left by 
people, it's not ambiguous," said Jennifer 
Raff, an anthropological geneticist at the 
University of Kansas, who was not involved 
in the study.

Further evidence points to
footprints in New Mexico being 
oldest sign of humans in Americas


