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Chamber quarterly luncheon
Zachary Benedict, the president at MKM Architecture + Design, gave a presentation to chamber members at the quarterly 
luncheon Wednesday afternoon. Benedict discussed complex topics on economic development, with a sense of humor. 
(Photo by Sydney Kent)

Rock Creek 
bridge will close 
ahead of schedule

By HOLLY GASKILL
Work on Bridge 85, located 

on Hoosier Highway over Rock 
Creek, will begin Oct. 6. 

Subsequently, a portion of 
Hoosier Highway just north of 
County Road 500S will be closed 
until mid-November. County 
Engineer Nate Rumschlag told 
the commissioners Monday that 
the contractors for the bridge 
rehabilitation, Pioneer Associates, 
contacted last week and moved 
up the project from the spring. 
This, however, may cause issues 

for some farming and school bus 
routes. 

“It’s 30 days, right when I 
know they’re not going to like it 
very much,” Rumschlag said. “So 
it’s unfortunate, but it fits in their 
schedule to try to knock it out by 
the end of the year.” 

The road is expected to re-open 
by Nov. 14.

Also during the meeting, the 
commissioners approved an updat-
ed five-year ADA Transition Plan, 
which outlines projects to increase 

Shown above is the affected area on a map. (Photo provided)

By SYDNEY KENT
A woman accused of severely abus-

ing a family member under her care 
pled not guilty to the charges in the 
Wells Circuit Court earlier this week.

Natasha L. Stanton, 42, Bluffton, 
was charged with domestic battery by 
means of a deadly weapon, a Level 5 
felony, two counts of domestic battery 
resulting in moderate bodily injury, a 
Level 6 felony, and confinement and 
strangulation, both Level 6 felonies.

According to a probable cause affi-
davit, the victim reported the abuse 
from a neighbor’s phone when Stanton allegedly strangled 
her and wouldn’t allow her to call a family member for help. 

The victim detailed a significant history of ongoing 
abuse. The situation reportedly escalated approximately six 
weeks prior when Stanton’s boyfriend moved into the resi-
dence. Stanton also reportedly controlled all of the victim’s 
finances and government assistance.

Natasha L. 
Stanton

Woman pleads 
not guilty to 
domestic battery

(Continued on Page 2)

Council on Aging 
hosts vaccine clinic

By HOLLY GASKILL
A free vaccine clinic will be available at the 4-H fair-

grounds on Oct. 12. 
The clinic, hosted by the Wells County Council on Aging, 

will be available to everyone over the age of 18, regardless 
of residency or healthcare coverage. Available vaccines will 
include the flu, singles, and pneumonia. The clinic will be 
open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Susie Ehlerding, assistant director of the Council on 
Aging, said the group received a grant that made the oppor-
tunity possible. Ehlerding stated the event is largely aimed 
to fill gaps from the Wells County Health Department’s fair, 
which has not been hosted since COVID-19.

Because of the grant funding, the clinic will also offer 
a free boxed lunch from the Grand Sweet Shop for partici-
pants.

Those planning to attend are encouraged to pre-register 
by calling Ehlerding, 260-824-1070, but pre-registration is 
not required. Participants are also asked to bring their insur-
ance card, if applicable.

holly@news-banner.com

The U.S. has new round of federal student loan forgiveness
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-

dent Joe Biden outlined a new 
round of federal student loan for-
giveness on Wednesday to address 
the “unsustainable debt” that bor-
rowers accumulate to complete 
their college education.

The announcement comes as 

borrowers brace for payments to 
restart after a three-year pause that 
began during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and Biden tries to fulfill his 
campaign promises on debt relief 
as he runs for reelection.

The Democratic president’s 
latest step will help 125,000 bor-

rowers by erasing $9 billion in 
debt through existing programs. 
In total, 3.6 million borrowers 
will have had $127 billion in debt 
wiped out since Biden took office.

“We’re not done yet,” Biden 
said in the Roosevelt Room at the 
White House.

He pledged to help alleviate the 
burden of student debt while run-
ning for president, and he’s been 
under pressure to follow through 
even though his original plan was 
overturned by the conservative 
majority on the Supreme Court.

Biden said the decision was 

responsible for “snatching from 
the hands of millions of Ameri-
cans thousands of dollars of stu-
dent debt relief that was about to 
change their lives.”

He has been relying on a patch-
work of different programs to chip 

Child care has lost thousands in funding

By LEAH WILLINGHAM 
Associated Press

WILLIAMSON, W.Va. (AP) — 
Kaitlyn Adkins is studying law to help 
families in her community impacted 
by the opioid epidemic at the heart of 
West Virginia coal country.

But to do that, she needs someone 
to help look after her three toddlers. 
The first-generation college graduate 
said she wouldn’t be able to finish law 

school without access to reliable day-
care.

Providers say millions of children 
and their families are now at risk of 
losing that vital service. After two 
years of receiving federal subsidies, 
220,000 child care programs across the 
country were cut off from funding Sat-
urday. The largest investment in child 
care in U.S. history, the monthly pay-
ments ranged from hundreds to tens of 

thousands of dollars, and stabilized the 
industry during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“It feels like they’re just setting 
everyone up for failure,” Adkins said, 
dropping her 2-year-old and 1-year-
old twins at daycare on a recent morn-
ing before an hour-and-a-half drive to 
class.

For years, providers have been rais-
ing alarm about an unsustainable busi-
ness model that burdens families with 
high costs and leaves centers with 
razor-thin profit margins — issues 

Families and providers scramble to 
cope after the loss of some government funding

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)



By VALERIE
 GONZALEZ 

Associated Press
McALLEN, Texas (AP) 

— The Biden administra-
tion announced they waived 
26 federal laws in South 
Texas to allow border wall 
construction on Wednesday, 
marking the administration's 
first use of a sweeping exec-
utive power employed often 
during the Trump presiden-
cy.

The Department of 
Homeland Security posted 
the announcement on the 
U.S. Federal Registry with 
few details outlining the 
construction in Starr Coun-
ty, Texas, which is part of 
a busy Border Patrol sector 
seeing "high illegal entry." 
According to government 
data, about 245,000 illegal 
entries have been recorded 
in this region during the cur-
rent fiscal year.

"There is presently an 
acute and immediate need 
to construct physical barri-
ers and roads in the vicinity 
of the border of the United 
States in order to prevent 
unlawful entries into the 
United States in the project 
areas," Alejandro Mayorkas, 
the DHS secretary, stated in 
the notice.

The Clean Air Act, Safe 
Drinking Water Act and 
Endangered Species Act 
were some of the federal 
laws waived by DHS to 
make way for construction 
that will use funds from a 
congressional appropriation 
in 2019 for border wall con-
struction. The waivers avoid 

time-consuming reviews 
and lawsuits challenging 
violation of environmental 
laws.

Starr County's hilly 
ranchlands, sitting between 
Zapata and McAllen, Texas, 
is home to about 65,000 res-
idents sparsely populating 
about 1,200 square miles 
(3,108 square kilometers) 
that form part of the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge.

Although no maps were 
provided in the announce-
ment, a previous map shared 
during the gathering of pub-
lic comments shows the 
piecemeal construction will 
add up to an additional 20 
miles to the existing border 
barrier system in the area. 
Starr County Judge Eloy 
Vera said it will start south 
of the Falcon Dam and go 
past Salineño, Texas.

"The other concern 
that we have is that area is 
highly erosive. There's a lot 
of arroyos," Eloy Vera, the 
county judge said, point-
ing out the creeks cutting 
through the ranchland and 
leading into the river.

Concern is shared with 
environmental advocates 
who say structures will run 
through public lands, habi-
tats of endangered plants 
and species like the Ocelot, 
a spotted wild cat.

"A plan to build a wall 
through will bulldoze an 
impermeable barrier straight 
through the heart of that 
habitat. It will stop wild-
life migrations dead in their 
tracks. It will destroy a huge 

amount of wildlife refuge 
land. And it's a horrific step 
backwards for the border-
lands," Laiken Jordahl, a 
southwest conservation 
advocate for the Center for 
Biological Diversity, said 
Wednesday afternoon.

During the Trump 
administration, about 450 
miles of barriers were built 
along the southwest border 
between 2017 and Janu-
ary 2021. Texas Gover-
nor Greg Abbott renewed 
those efforts after the Biden 
administration halted them 
at the start of his presidency.

The DHS decision on 
Wednesday contrasts the 
Biden administration's pos-
turing when a proclamation 
to end the construction on 
Jan. 20, 2021 stated, "build-
ing a massive wall that 
spans the entire southern 
border is not a serious poli-
cy solution."

U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection had no immedi-
ate comment.

The  announcement 
prompted political debate 
by the Democratic adminis-
tration facing an increase of 
migrants entering through 
the southern border in recent 
months, including thou-
sands who entered the U.S. 

through Eagle Pass at the 
end of September.

"A border wall is a 14th 
century solution to a 21st 
century problem. It will not 
bolster border security in 
Starr County," U.S. Repre-
sentative Henry Cuellar said 
in a statement. "I continue 
to stand against the wasteful 
spending of taxpayer dol-
lars on an ineffective border 
wall."

Political proponents of 
the border wall said the 
waivers should be used as a 
launching pad for a shift in 
policy.

"After years of deny-
ing that a border wall 
and other physical barri-
ers are effective, the DHS 
announcement represents a 
sea change in the adminis-
tration's thinking: A secure 
wall is an effective tool for 
maintaining control of our 
borders," Dan Stein, presi-
dent of the Federation for 
American Immigration 
Reform, said in a statement. 
"Having made that conces-
sion, the administration 
needs to immediately begin 
construction of wall across 
the border to prevent the 
illegal traffic from simply 
moving to other areas of the 
border."
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Rock Creek

Weather
Thursday, October 5, 2023

(24-hour observations at 8:58 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 85; Low: 59; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.20  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Showers, mainly after 11 a.m. High near 71. 

Southwest wind 5 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 100 percent . New precipitation 
amounts between a quarter and half of an inch possible. 

Tonight: Showers, mainly before 2 a.m. Low around 55. 
Southwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 80 percent . New precipitation 
amounts between a tenth and quarter of an inch possible. 

Friday: A 10 percent chance of showers before 8 a.m. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 66. West wind 5 to 15 mph, 
with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Friday Night: A 30 percent chance of showers. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 41. West wind 10 to 15 mph, with 
gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Saturday: A 30 percent chance of showers. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 54.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 39.
Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near 54.
Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 40.
Columbus Day: Mostly sunny, with a high near 58.
Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 37.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 60.
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 40.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 67.
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Arnold Lumber Co.
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Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.
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We Will

Custom Build

Any Size

Call for all your building needs! www.arnoldlumber.webs.com

Decatur, Indiana

FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price

1-16’x11’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-8” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

1-20’x12’-6” sliding door

1-24’x14’ sliding door

1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door

Trusses 4’ O.C.

Serving Southern Mich.,

Ohio, Indiana &

Northern Kentucky

Pole Buildings

Pole Buildings
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arnold_lumber@yahoo.com

Check Us Out 
on Facebook

Hours: Mon-Thurs 7AM-5PM
Fri 7AM-4:30PM • Sat 7AM-11:30AM
260-724-3108 • Fax 260-724-4505
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425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, IN

INVEST FOR 
THE FUTURE

BUSINESS OR PERSONAL

Kim Gentis
Financial Advisor
Financial Advisor Wealth 

Management Professional

(260)824-8070
 kim.gentis@raymondjames.com

1245 N. Main St., Blu� ton, IN 46714
Investment Advisory Services are o� ered through 
Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC

401(k)s  | Asset Management  | Banking Services  | Bonds
College Planning  | UITs  | Financial Planning  | Insurance & Annuities

IRAs  | Stocks  | Personalized Goal Planning  | Mutual Funds
Pension & Pro� t Sharing Plans  | Research  | Retirement Planning

260.426.0633 
STEFFENGRP.COM

AUCTION
ONLINE ONLY PERSONAL PROPERTY

TRACTOR, MOWERS, ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE, PRIMITIVES & MORE!

SELLER: THE ESTATE OF ROBERT ISCH • SALE MANAGER: PAT CARTER (260.273.8294)

AUCTION PREVIEW & ONLINE BIDDING ASSISTANCE:
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH (3:00 - 6:00 pm) & THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5TH (3:00 - 6:00 pm)

AU19500212 • AC30500053

1978 Diesel Tractor - 2015 Ex-Mark Riding Lawn Mower - 2002 Simplicty 
Riding Lawn Mower - 2006 Simplicity Riding Lawn Mower - Single Axle 
Utility Trailer - Tandem Axle Trailer -  14’ Hay Wagon - Oliver 3-Bottom Plow 
Winco Generator - Tank Chain - Lawn and Garden - Tools - Antique & Modern 
Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1ST - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8TH

PREVIEW LOCATION: 601 E. ST. RD. 124, MONROE, IN 46772

VIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM/HIBID

Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!

1978 Diesel Tractor - 2015 Ex-Mark Riding Lawn Mower - 2002 Simplicty 

Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!

VIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM/HIBIDVIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM/HIBIDVIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM/HIBID

Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!Furniture - Antiques - Primitives - Glassware - Collectibles - Household & More!

accessibility throughout the 
county. Rumschlag hopes to 
address sidewalks and ramps 
in Liberty Center, starting at 
the gas station between CR 
300W and 300S and work-
ing clockwise around the 
area. However, these proj-
ects are subject to change 
depending on community 
needs and funds. 

Other updates were: 
• Rumschlag discovered 

a damaged cross pipe on CR 
450E between 1100N and 
1200N last month, which 

was then repaired by Brooks 
Construction.

• The Highway Depart-
ment finished paving on CR 
700N. 

• As of Monday, Sher-
iff Scott Holliday report-
ed the Wells County Jail 
housed 62 inmates — 25 
of which were pre-trial 
holds for the Wells Coun-
ty Circuit Court, 11 pre-
trial Superior Court holds, 
15 from the Department of 
Correction, and five Level 
6 felons.

holly@news-banner.com

Officers noted very dark 
and pronounced bruises, 
cuts, and abrasions on vari-
ous parts of the victim’s 
body. She told officers Stan-
ton denied her access to 
basic resources she needed 
to live, such as food.

Stanton’s 9-year-old son 
allegedly lived in the resi-
dence during the ongoing 
violence. During her arrest, 

Stanton told the officers that 
the victim had actually been 
abusing her and her boy-
friend.

Stanton is currently 
incarcerated in the Wells 
County Jail. Her bond is 
set for $25,000. A pretrial 
conference is scheduled 
for this case at 1 p.m. on 
Nov. 29 in the Wells Circuit 
Court.

sydney@news-banner.com

only exacerbated by inflation and a sig-
nificant workforce shortage.

Now, providers say that without 
additional investment, they face the 
possibility of shutdown. The Century 
Foundation, a progressive think tank 
in Washington, D.C., analyzed a pro-
vider survey and government data, and 
concluded that in five states — Arkan-
sas, Montana, Utah, Virginia and West 
Virginia — as well as Washington, 
D.C., up to half of all providers may be 
forced to close.

Many families and providers are 
calling on Congress to create a per-
manent funding solution to the crisis, 
warning of the ripple effects on the 
nation’s economy. A Democratic pro-
posal failed last month without any 
Republican support. It would have 
continued the grants for five years with 
$16 billion allocated annually.

The most at-risk providers are those 
in rural communities that predominate-
ly serve low-income families. In West 
Virginia, where a quarter of all children 
live in poverty, the situation is espe-
cially dire.

Adkins brings her children to a cen-
ter affiliated with a church in William-
son, West Virginia, where nearly 90 
percent  of families qualify for federal 
aid to help cover child care costs. For 
a family of four, that means making 
less than $45,000 a year. Williamson 
is the seat of Mingo County, where one 
in three residents live below the pov-
erty line, and more than 75 percent  of 
children in the county school system 
are being raised by someone other than 
their parents, often grandparents.

Most mornings, Adkins wakes up 
at 5:30 a.m. to shuttle her kids to Liv-
ing Water Child Care Center. She typi-
cally gets home late, and plays with 
and bathes her children before studying 
until early morning.

The proud daughter of a former coal 
miner, Adkins said she’s witnessed the 
loss of coal jobs and the influx of opi-
oids in the state with the highest rate of 

overdoses. She said taxpayers will end 
up paying more in the long run to wel-
fare programs if the government doesn’t 
make investments now in child care.

“We’re seeing our kids really suf-
fer — and that’s a big problem,” said 
Adkins, who wants to practice law 
focused on child abuse and neglect. “If 
they have no structure and no guidance, 
we’re going to keep repeating cycles.”

Starting in October 2021, Demo-
crats’ American Rescue Plan Act dis-
bursed $24 billion in payments to 
providers across the country, with 
varied funding based on program size 
and quality rating. In West Virginia, 
centers received an average $5,000 to 
$27,000 a month and family provid-
ers got between $750 to $3,200. The 
legislation also included $15 billion to 
expand the block grant program that 
subsidizes the cost of child care for 
low-income families, though it is set to 
expire in September 2024.

At Living Water, a $7,000 monthly 
subsidy went to purchasing new cur-
riculum and advancing employee certi-
fications, according to Director Jackie 
Branch. The investment paid off: In 
April, the center moved up a tier in its 
state quality rating, increasing its month-
ly stabilization funding to $11,000.

When staffers realized many chil-
dren didn’t get outside playtime at 
home, they installed a rubber play-
ground and colorful sunshades.

School-aged kids can finally work 
on homework assignments in the after-
school program thanks to recently pur-
chased computers.

Like most providers in the state, 
Living Water was also able to offer 
staff bonuses.

As of May 2022, the median pay 
for a child care worker in the U.S. was 
$13.71, compared with $10.47 in West 
Virginia, according to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor. Wage growth in the industry 
has fallen behind other low-wage pro-
fessions.

Over the years, Goldie Huff, a wait-
ress at a steakhouse in Williamson, has 

cared for more than two dozen foster 
care children. There are just two child 
care centers in the entire county, and 
the community can’t afford to lose 
either one, she said.

“It would be horrible,” she said, if 
Living Waters closed. All of her foster 
children have attended Living Water, 
along with kids, grandchildren and 
other family members. The state has 
the highest number of youth in foster 
care in the country.

She said a lot of the kids she cares 
for are recovering from traumatic 
childhood experiences and need struc-
ture. “How many kids do you know 
that don’t wake up to breakfast? They 
don’t know where the meals are com-
ing from. They’ve not had baths. 
They’ve never had nice clothes.”

The center serves three meals a day, 
plus snacks. They also distribute dona-
tions such as clothes and school sup-
plies.

Branch said it will be an uphill bat-
tle to find other grants to make up for 
lost funds.

Policymakers should not only be 
worried about shuttering centers, 
but also about the quality of care and 
education available with such limited 
resources, said Melissa Colagrosso, 
CEO of A Place To Grow Children’s 
Center, in Fayetteville, West Virginia. 
Since they opened 28 years ago, the 
number of accredited centers in the 
state has been halved.

“Right in the beginning, that’s our 
opportunity to really change the brain 
and change a child’s future,” she said. 
“You invest in early childhood, then 
you invest less in prisons.”

West Virginia’s Department of Health 
and Human Resources announced last 
week it was sending providers a final 
bonus payment as September drew to 
a close, but that funds were tapped. 
The agency also allocated $24 million 
in TANF funds to reimburse providers 
for children whose costs are subsidized 
based on enrollment rather than atten-
dance for another year.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Child care funding

Not guilty plea

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

Student loan forgiveness
away at debt, such as the 
SAVE Plan announced last 
year, which lowers pay-
ments by tying them to bor-
rowers’ income.

“My administration is 
doing everything we can to 
deliver student debt relief to 
as many as we can, as fast as 
we can,” Biden said.

“While a college degree 
is still the ticket toward a 
better life, that ticket has 
become excessively expen-
sive. Americans who are 
saddled with unsustainable 
debt in exchange for a col-
lege degree has become the 
norm,” he said.

Some of Biden’s efforts 
have involved bolstering 

existing programs, like pub-
lic service loan forgiveness.

“For years, millions of 
eligible borrowers were 
unable to access the student 
debt relief they qualified for, 
but that’s all changed thanks 
to President Biden and this 
administration’s relentless 
efforts to fix the broken stu-
dent loan system,” Educa-
tion Secretary Miguel Car-
dona said in a statement.

Additional debt forgive-
ness could help alleviate the 
impact of the long-sched-
uled resumption of loan 
payments this month, which 
will put a dent in tens of mil-
lions of family budgets. But 
it is unlikely to undermine 
the economy’s strength in 

the long term even though 
analysts at BNP Paribas 
estimated it could take $100 
billion out of consumers’ 
pockets and slow overall 
growth during the final three 
months of this year.

R e p u b l i c a n s  h a v e 
fought Biden’s plans on 
student debt, but Wednes-
day’s announcement comes 
as they’re consumed by 
infighting on Capitol Hill. 
Hard-right Republicans 
forced a vote that ousted 
Rep. Kevin McCarthy, 
R-Calif., as House speak-
er, leaving the chamber in 
chaos.

In addition, the NAACP 
is pushing Biden to expand 
debt forgiveness by allow-

ing Parent PLUS loans, 
which parents use for their 
children’s college education, 
to be eligible for the SAVE 
Plan.

“Historically, education 
has been viewed as an entry 
point for marginalized com-
munities to achieve upward 
mobility and begin build-
ing generational wealth,” 
NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson said in a statement 
that emphasized the dispro-
portionate impact of debt on 
Black families. “It is uncon-
scionable that, in their quest 
to provide their children 
with a brighter future, Black 
parents have fallen victim to 
a system that preys on their 
inherent disadvantage.”

(Continued from Page 1)

Biden administration waives 26 federal laws to 
allow border wall construction in South Texas

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/newsbanner



By NIKI KELLY and
 ANNA LIZ NICHOLS

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Two more  p lan ts , 

employing 7,000 work-
ers, joined the United Auto 
Workers strike at noon Fri-
day but Hoosier workers 
avoided joining the picket 
line.

UAW President Shawn 
Fain announced the new 
additions Friday morning on 
Facebook Live. This brings 
the total number of workers 
who will have walked off 
the job to 25,000.

Fain called on Ford’s 
Chicago Assembly Plant, as 
well as GM’s Lansing Delta 
Township facility to stand 
up and go out on strike at 
noon Friday. Fain offered 
those who have already 
been called to strike a mes-
sage of encouragement.

“Keep showing the com-
pany’s that you’re ready to 
stand up when you’re called. 
When we win this fight, 
when we right the wrongs 
of the past 15 years and lon-
ger. And when we set a new 
course for future genera-
tions, it won’t be because of 
any president, not the UAW 
president, not the president 
of the United States. It will 
be because ordinary people 
did extraordinary things,” 
Fain said.

Meanwhile, Indiana Gov. 
Eric Holcomb weighed in 
without taking sides on the 
dispute.

“They know that I want 
to be a partner to them 
both and so I’m not gonna 
be the guy that from the 
cheap seats, hurls accusa-
tions or insults or throws an 
explosive phrase into that 
environment,” he said. “It’s 
already highly charged and 
they’ve got serious work to 
do. I hope they can make 
progress. And they should 
know that we’re ready to 
go just as soon as they are. 
We’ve got a lot of plans 
waiting to become reality.”

He said it was bittersweet 
that Indiana wasn’t added to 
the growing list of striking 
plants.

“I’m very grateful. It 
sounds selfish, that it hasn’t 
hit our shore yet. But that 
doesn’t mean it hasn’t 
affected global markets that 
have an impact on Indiana’s 
prospects,” Holcomb said. 
“We have a lot in our pipe-
line, a lot of momentum in 
this sector, and we want to 
continue to be good part-

ners. We have had great, 
long lasting relationships 
with General Motors and 
Stellantis and their prede-
cessors for decades, and we 
want to continue to grow 
as the future  of mobility 
changes.”

The strike against Detroit 
Three auto manufacturers 
Ford, General Motors and 
Stellantis started two weeks 
ago after contract negotia-
tions failed.

Fain said as he was 
gearing up for the planned 
l ivestream, Stel lant is 
showed progress in nego-
tiating with the union for a 
better contract, so the union 
did not target additional 
plants at the company.

At Fain’s invitation, Pres-
ident Joe Biden on Tuesday 
visited a UAW picket line 
in Belleville, Mich., tell-
ing workers, “Wall Street 
didn’t build the country; the 
middle class built the coun-
try. … And unions built the 
middle class.”

Although Biden said he 
marched in UAW picket 
lines when he was a U.S. 
senator, he’s taking pride in 
doing it as president. It is 
believed that this is the first 
time in modern history that 
a sitting president has vis-
ited an active strike site.

Fain did not note former 

President Donald Trump’s 
Wednesday speech at a 
non-union Macomb Coun-
ty plant. The union presi-
dent declined to meet with 
Trump, saying he was part 
of the problem of the “bil-
lionaire class.”

“They [the UAW] have 
to endorse Trump [in 2024], 
because if they don’t, all 
they’re doing is committing 
suicide,” Trump said at the 
event at Drake Enterprises 
in Clinton Township.

The UAW has not 
endorsed in the 2024 elec-
tion. Michigan is again 
considered a pivotal swing 
state.

Obstacles
Even with Biden’s sup-

port for the striking workers, 
Fain noted UAW members 
are still facing obstacles, 
noting a hit-and-run inci-
dent Tuesday afternoon on 
the picket line at General 
Motors’ Flint Processing 
Center. The incident, where 
it’s reported a driver leaving 
the facility hit five members 
of the picket line, wasn’t the 
only violence Fain said has 
occurred.

“We’ve had guns pulled 
on us. Trucks and cars ran 
through us and violent 
threats hurled at us. And I 
want to be absolutely clear. 
We will not be intimidated 

into backing down by the 
companies or their scabs,” 
Fain said. “Our solidarity is 
our strength and right now, 
our strength is the hope of 
working class people every-
where. Let’s stand up and 
win this thing for ourselves, 
for our families, for our 
communities, for our coun-
try, and for our future.”
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Police Notebook

Lee Braselton, 76
Lee Braselton, 76, of Ossian, died Oct. 2. Visitation 

will be from 2-7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 6 at Elzey-Patterson-
Rodak Funeral Home in Ossian. 

The funeral will be at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 7, 
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Ossian, with one hour 
visiting prior. A full obituary will appear in Friday’s Bluff-
ton News-Banner.

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Ashley Marie Traynor
Calling: 5 - 7 p.m. 

Friday, October 6. 
Celebration of Life: 

7 p.m. Friday, October 6 at the 
funeral home.

Rick A. 
White

Calling: 4 - 7 p.m. 
Thursday, October 5.

Funeral: 10 a.m. Friday, 
October 6 at the 
funeral home.

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton

824-3852

INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 3:12 p.m., Dol-

lar General. Caller advised 
she was threatened at store 
and it was on video.

Tuesday, 4:04 p.m., 700 
block of West South Street. 
Report of subject living out 
of their car in a parking lot 
in the area. Subject advised 
he was waiting for housing 
at Capri or Main Motel and 
is living out of his car. He 
parked specifically to see 
the trains pass by.

Tuesday, 9:50 p.m., 
O’Reilly Auto Parts. Report 
of man and woman in area 
fighting. One person arrest-
ed for domestic battery.

Wednesday, 1:49 a.m., 
300 block of West Wabash 
Street. Report of threatening 
text messages.

Wednesday, 3:13 a.m., 
South Main Street and East 
Wiley Avenue. Subject cited 
for permit violation.

Wednesday, 10:41 a.m., 
Hardees. Report of dam-
age to sign. Caller requested 
person responsible be given 
a sign, in the form of a no 
trespass warning, to stay off 
of the property.

County:
Tuesday, 8:26 p.m., 300 

West and Ind. 218, Bluffton. 
Welfare check requested.

Wednesday, 4:44 a.m., 
300 North and 100 East, 
Bluffton. Officer observed 
a sign is no longer present 
after caller requested docu-
mentation. Report made to 
county highway for follow 
up.

Wednesday, 6:36 a.m., 
Wells County YMCA. Offi-
cer issued citation to driver 
for driving while suspended 
and improper headlights.

Ossian:
Tuesday, 2:58 p.m., Ind. 

224 and Ind. 1, Ossian. Offi-
cer shut down traffic for 
funeral escort.

Wednesday, 9:36 a.m., 
10000 North Meridian 
Road, Ossian. Report of 
adult offspring in the home 
while caller is gone at 
the vet with dog. Officer 
found no fully grown chil-
dren.

ARRESTS
Damien L. SR Jackson, 

46, Fort Wayne, domes-
tic battery, a Class A mis-
demeanor. Bond set at 
$25,000.

Skylark Nathaniel Brock 
Gearlds, 33, Bluffton, con-
tempt of court. Bond set at 
$500.

Beauty from Ashes Studio opens on Johnson Street
The Wells County Chamber of 

Commerce staff and ambassadors 
gathered for a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to welcome the newest member of the 
business community, Bethanie Burns, 
owner of Beauty from Ashes Studio. 
The event celebrated the opening of 
the studio, which is conveniently locat-
ed at 122 North Johnson St. in Bluff-
ton. 

Bethanie Burns brings 25 years of 
experience in the hair industry, and 
her journey to opening Beauty from 
Ashes Studio is nothing short of inspir-
ing. Having started her career from 
her own home, Bethanie believed that 
chapter had come to a close. However, 
her passion for helping others led her 
to work on the Grace & Mercy Tran-
sitional Housing program, where she 
discovered an opportunity to support 
women in need.

“One of the things I saw as a need 
for women in the program at Grace 
& Mercy is to safely get them back 
to work in the community,” Bethanie 
explained. “Some women had a career 
in cosmetology, but their past charges 
prevented them from working in the 
industry. I have a beauty instructor 
license and can provide training and 
education. I am now able to help these 

ladies get their licenses back, even if 
they have a felony charge or are on 
probation.”

With unwavering faith and deter-
mination, Bethanie and her husband 
embarked on a journey that led them to 
open Beauty from Ashes Studio. Kar-
ley Vaughn, one of their stylists, suc-
cessfully graduated from the Grace & 
Mercy program and now manages the 
studio. Karley shares Bethanie’s pas-
sion for making a positive impact in 
the community and helping women 
who have faced similar challenges.

The studio has become a safe 
haven, offering a chance for women to 
rebuild their lives and careers. Deanna 
Speidel, another stylist on the team, 
shares the same dedication to empow-
ering others and making them feel 
beautiful. Courtney Lesh, stylist, with 
her passion for recovery, offers a range 
of services including massages, pedi-
cures, and manicures.

Bethanie emphasized the impor-
tance of creating a safe space for their 
clients, saying, “We pour our passion 
and dedication into our work, and 
we’ve been truly blessed by the jour-
ney. We created the space, and it’s as 
if it was destined for these remark-
able women who have now joined us. 

Deanna is also part of our team, and 
her unwavering commitment to uplift-
ing others and enhancing their beauty 
is truly inspiring.”

The name Beauty from Ashes 
reflects the studio’s deep-rooted belief 
that transformation is possible for 
everyone. “There’s no life that can’t be 
transformed, and God can make some-
thing beautiful out of it,” Bethanie 
shared. “That is simply the heart of our 
place here, to bring something beauti-
ful to the community.”

The studio underwent cosmetic 
renovations, including painting and 
workstation upgrades, to create a wel-
coming and attractive space for cus-
tomers. Beauty from Ashes Studio 
offers a wide range of services, includ-
ing haircuts, color, hair extensions, 
massages, waxing, facials, pedicures, 
men’s haircuts, and beard grooming. 
They exclusively use Milkshake prod-
ucts, an Italian haircare line known for 
its natural ingredients and hair-friend-
ly formulas.

Beauty from Ashes Studio is open 
Tuesday through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and on Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Appointments with their tal-
ented stylists can be booked through 
their Facebook page.

Pictured in the photo cutting 
the ribbon is Bethanie Burns 
surrounded by family, friends, 
and Chamber of Commerce 
supporters. (Photo submitted)

Judge orders Indiana 
school shooter's release 
into custody of parents

NOBLESVILLE, Ind. (AP) — A judge Wednes-
day approved the release of a teenager who opened 
fire at a central Indiana middle school in 2018, 
wounding another student and a teacher, a prosecutor 
said.

The judge approved the 18-year-old's release from 
juvenile detention into the custody of his parents 
because he is now an adult and could no longer be 
legally held for crimes he committed while a minor, 
Hamilton County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
Joshua Kocher told The Indianapolis Star.

The teenager will be on home detention with a 
GPS monitor and bound by restrictions including no 
guns or drugs, no computers unless monitored by pro-
bation officials, limited time on electronic devices, 
and no visits to schools or college campuses without 
prior approval.

Those limits are in place "to ensure the safety of 
the community," Kocher said.

Kocher didn't say when the teenager would be 
released from detention.

Hamilton Superior Court Judge Michael A. Casa-
ti on Aug. 14 ordered the teenager to be held in the 
Hamilton County Juvenile Service Center while pro-
bation officials found a suitable secure residential 
facility for him to ease the teenager's return to society. 
However, Hamilton County authorities could not find 
such a facility.

The teenager, who was 13 at the time of the shoot-
ing, had been detained since shortly after he opened 
fire at Noblesville West Middle School in May 2018. 
He shot a seventh-grade science teacher and another 
13-year-old student. The teacher, Jason Seaman, tack-
led and pinned him to the ground.

Seaman was shot three times, and the student, Ella 
Whistler, was shot seven times. No one was killed.

The teen was preparing to be released to his fam-
ily when on March 20, prosecutors say, he assaulted 
a female counselor at the Pendleton Juvenile Cor-
rectional Facility by "fist-bumping" her breast, then 
joking about it with other juveniles. He was 17 at the 
time and was charged as a juvenile with battery.

25K UAW members striking against Detroit 
Three automakers; Holcomb comments

Indiana: no universal 
licensing for now

By NIKI KELLY
The Interim Study Committee on Employment and Labor 

finalized a final report Monday that recommended against 
interstate mobility of occupational licensing.

Sen. Linda Rogers, R-Granger, said those who did testify 
on the topic did not want to be included if the state moved 
forward with universal licensing recognition. She said they 
have successful compacts or procedures in place for their 
industries.

The analysis was meant to shore up worker shortages in 
key occupational areas, including health care.

The committee drafted a bill requiring the Indiana Pro-
fessional Licensing Agency to study what other states are 
doing in terms of universal licensing. The agency also must 
contact the 40 different occupations and professions they 
license to get feedback and prepare a report for the General 
Assembly by the end of October 2024.

Indiana uses interstate compacts to allow licensed profes-
sionals more mobility — each customized to a specific pro-
fession and applicable to particular states.

There are four active agreements for doctors, nurses, 
physical therapists and psychologists, according to data 
compiled by the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency. 
Implementation of another three agreements, authorized in 
2022 and 2023, is pending.

Universal licensing proponents say it makes it easier for 
licensed professionals to work elsewhere, without having to 
re-do strict requirements for a different state’s license, and 
without having to navigate a web of reciprocity options.
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By The Associated Press
Today is Thursday, Oct. 

5, the 278th day of 2023. 
There are 87 days left in the 
year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On Oct. 5, 1953, Earl 
Warren was sworn in as 
the 14th chief justice of the 
United States, succeeding 
Fred M. Vinson.

On this date:
In 1892, the Dalton 

Gang, notorious for its train 
robberies, was practically 
wiped out while attempt-

ing to rob a pair of banks in 
Coffeyville, Kansas.

In 1947, President Harry 
S. Truman delivered the 
first televised White House 
address as he spoke on the 
world food crisis.

In 1958, racially-deseg-
regated Clinton High 
School in Clinton, Tennes-
see, was nearly leveled by 
an early morning bombing.

In 1983, Solidarity 
founder Lech Walesa was 
named winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

Today in History
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In recent months we have seen a 
spate of state lawmakers retiring early 
and party insiders choosing their suc-
cessors instead of the full electorate.

This is how Indiana law works, and 
both Republicans and Democrats have 
done it regularly. But is it the right 
state policy?

One in five of Indiana’s current 
representatives and senators were 
first appointed via a political caucus 
instead of by the voters.

That means the law-
makers get the advan-
tages of incumbency — 
name recognition, state-
paid mailers and more 
— without having to win 
an election. The numbers 
also bear out that once you are in office it is very rare 
that incumbents are defeated.

Since the legislative session ended, three lawmakers 
have resigned.

• Randy Frye left the Indiana House in July, citing 
health issues and the desire to spend more time with 
family. North Vernon attorney J. Alex Zimmerman 
was selected to finish Frye’s two-year term ending in 
November 2024.

• Chip Perfect resigned from his seat in the Indiana 
Senate for personal reasons. It came not even a year 
after he was re-elected to a four-year term. His replace-
ment, Randy Maxwell of Guilford, was sworn in 
Thursday.

• Jon Ford departed the Senate “to pursue new pro-
fessional endeavors” effective Oct. 16. He also has more 
than three years left on his term, and his successor will 
be chosen in a caucus.

And while this piece is about legislative resignations, 
just yesterday Indiana’s Auditor Tera Klutz announced 
she is leaving with more than three years left in her term 
for a private sector opportunity. She is the fourth auditor 
in a row to resign early.

The history
Indiana’s original Constitution gave the governor the 

ability to call for a special election to fill state legisla-
tive vacancies. Then in 1972, Hoosier voters approved 
a constitutional amendment that allowed the General 
Assembly to set the method for filling vacancies.

And that ultimately led to the caucuses, in which pre-
cinct members from a district choose a successor to fill 
an unexpired term within 30 days.

The Capitol and Washington political blog keeps 
an ongoing list of members who arrived in the legisla-
ture via caucus rather than an election. A 2018 analysis 
showed that after the caucus process was implemented, 
there was a 33% increase in vacancies.

But he also found that many of the vacancies were 
related to legislators assuming other elected offices. 
For instance, a state House member moving across the 
building to the Senate. Or a state lawmaker moving to 
Congress.

Other reasons for leaving run the gamut: new jobs, 
age, health problems. Sometimes it is used to avoid a 
scandal becoming public.

Leaving so early after you just ran for election and 
asked voters to put their faith in you leaves a bad taste 
in my mouth. It is especially worse in the Senate when 
four-year terms are filled by appointees.

Deaths sometimes occur, obviously, and a caucus 
makes more sense in those cases because they are 
unavoidable. For instance, Sen. Jack Sandlin died unex-
pectedly on Sept. 20.

Additional options
So how do other states tackle these vacancies?
It is split down the middle, with 25 states holding 

special elections. The rest have some sort of appoint-
ment, usually by party insiders or the governor.

There would be an additional expense to these elec-
tions, but it could be worth it to make sure voters feel 
invested in their representative or senator. And maybe it 
would make sitting lawmakers think twice about fulfill-
ing the commitment they made to their constituents.

Perhaps there could be a middle ground such as 
appointments when later in a term, but a special election 
if more than half of a term remains.

At this point, trust in the institution of government in 
general is precarious. And behind-closed-door caucus 
votes add to the disillusionment. I think state officials 
should do everything they can to bring the public into 
the political process — not keep them out.

Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, a non-
profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle.com

How Indiana handles 
early legislative departures

Niki
Kelly

Hoosier
Opinions

Hibiscus beauty renewed
The Victorian era 

had a social civilization 
ambiance that unfortu-
nately has been lost to 
the world. For example, 
presenting a single blos-
som of hibiscus to a female required 
no spoken words. It immediately 
conveyed the giver’s message that the 
recipient was found to possess a strik-
ing, yet delicate beauty.

Perhaps this type of social finesse 
went asunder in the era of men con-
verting their appreciation of feminine 
beauty down to a wolf whistle, fol-
lowed by guffaw laughter. That likely 
began in 1937, by a cartoon whistling 
wolf in “Little Red Walking Hood.” 
Yes, readers, “walking” truly was the 
correct title.

Now over two decades in the past, 
Angelkeep’s first young hibiscus 
bush had been planted on the west 
side of the house. It received full sun 
from noon to sunset. It eventually 
grew well above the first story rain 
gutter. It received periodic trimming 
to contain growth and encourage full 
bloom. It had been planted in the Vic-
torian spirit. Gwen would then soon 
move in as a bride. Her beloved color 
— blue. Hibiscus — blue-violet.

This bush suddenly died without 
warning. Volunteer trees casting 
shadows may have been the big bad 
wolf that killed Angelkeep’s blue-
violet hibiscus bush.

Bluffton’s farm market, a large 
Saturday morning affair filling a 
goodly size area in the parking lot 
between McDonalds, Scooter’s, and 
Family Farm & Home, included a 
plant vendor. Many of her offerings 
were native plants. A single foot-
long stalk of an unknown variety of 
hibiscus bush secured in spring had 

been planted that 
very day in Angel-
keep’s sunniest 
location.

The planted 
stalk received 
an Osage orange 
stake to protect 
it from being 
mowed. Its pot, a repurposed plastic 
McDonalds drink cup, turned upside-
down on the stake, helped identify 
it as desirable. This avoided it being 
pulled as a weed in later weeks after 
the planting had been forgotten.

It began to grow among weeds.
Unpredictably, the new plant 

flourished beyond all expectations. It 
grew half again its height and sprout-
ed several branches. Each leaved to 
soak up the sun it robustly needed. 
It stepped up its game and volleyed 
forth with two blooms. That joined 
Angelkeep’s list of miraculous, unan-
ticipated, achievements.

Since hibiscus was also known by 
the name of rose of Sharon, Angel-
keep decided to name the new heart-
throb bloomer Rose of Angelkeep.

The true variety remained anony-
mous. How nice it would have been 
to have Charles C. Deam back work-
ing his botany in Bluffton to do an 
official identification.

It didn’t reflect the color of its 
Angelkeep predecessor. These pet-
als grew predominantly bright pink 
with a deep ruby base ending in an 
off-white crème. The tall, center, 
standing, bloom’s pistil carried on the 
crème coloring. The first observation 

of the bombshell blooms occurred in 
a light rain’s drizzle. As a result beads 
of rain covered every part of each of 
the five petals giving it the appear-
ance that it was dusted with hundreds 
of diamonds. 

After all, Diamonds Are a Girl’s 
Best Friend (vintage 1949), and this 
bloom showed every sign of being 
uniquely a Victorian Lady-in-Wait-
ing. Rose of Angelkeep had been, 
through nature’s way, dressed to the 
nines. Did you know Queen Camilla 
quashed the British lady-in-waiting 
practice less than one year ago? 

How tempting it had been to pluck 
one of the rose of Sharon blooms, 
or Rose of Angelkeep, and carry it 
inside for presentation to Angelkeep’s 
Queen Gwen. Gardener instinct sug-
gested any plucking and dismember-
ment of the first-year growth of this 
emerging bush might be detrimental 
in its natural needs to grow and 
eventually survive a coming winter 
season. Via post-Victorian technol-
ogy alteration, the presenting of the 
hibiscus bloom came in the form of a 
digital photo.

Queen Victoria would have been 
agog at that, more so than being 
handed a living hibiscus bloom.

It will be a long winter and spring 
of anticipation to await the awakening 
of Rose of Angelkeep. Perhaps next 
year, should it survive, Gwen can be 
presented with a bloom. It could also 
be suggested to steep it for a cup of 
hibiscus tea. Gwen loves tea. She’s 
not crazy for herbal, but hibiscus tea 
had been said to taste like cranberry. 
Rose of Angelkeep iced tea mayhap 
(inject wolf whistle as needed).

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

The White House dog scandal
Last week, President Joe Biden’s German 

shepherd Commander bit a Secret Service 
agent. That marked the 11th time — yes, the 
11th time — that Commander had bitten one 
of the agents and other Secret Service offi-
cers who guard the president. Some of the 
attacks left wounds requiring medical atten-
tion, and at least one required hospital care 
for Commander’s victim.

Obviously, the dog should have been 
removed from the White House a long time 
ago. What other workplace would allow a 
dog, even the boss’s dog, to remain after 
biting at least 11 people? I say “at least” 
because there are 11 known incidents, but it’s 
not clear that all the incidents are known. The situation 
is actually a scandal, and it reflects badly on Biden, 
who apparently does not care if his dog repeatedly 
attacks the people who protect him.

The public would not know about any of this had 
the conservative legal group Judicial Watch not filed 
a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit seeking Secret 
Service emails and other records. Among the docu-
ments handed over was an email from Nov. 3, 2022 
that said Commander had bitten a Uniform Division 
officer two times, once in the upper right arm and also 
in the officer’s thigh. After being bitten twice, the offi-
cer used a steel cart to shield himself from the attack-
ing dog. Then, according to the emails, “White House 
medical treated the officer and made the decision to 
have [the officer] transported to a hospital.”

In case anyone thinks the president and first lady 
Jill Biden don’t know what is happening, consider 
this email from Oct. 26, 2022. “Recently Commander 
has been exhibiting extremely aggressive behavior,” a 
Secret Service officer wrote. “Today, while posted, he 
came charging at me. The First Lady couldn’t regain 
control of Commander and he continued to circle me. 
I believe it’s only a matter of time before an agent/offi-
cer is attacked or bit. He would have bitten me today 
if I didn’t step towards him a couple different times. 
It was bad enough that the agent on the detail asked if 
I got bit.” Mrs. Biden apparently witnessed the whole 
incident.

When the first news of Commander’s attacks came 
out in July, the White House issued a statement sug-
gesting Commander has been under a lot of stress 
and that the Bidens were “working through ways” to 
improve the situation. “The White House complex 
is a unique and often stressful environment for fam-
ily pets,” the statement said, “and the First Family is 
working through ways to make this situation better for 
everyone. They have been partnering with the Secret 
Service and Executive Residence staff on additional 
leashing protocols and training, as well as establishing 
designated areas for Commander to run and exercise.”

Now we have news of another attack. And the 
White House has issued another insubstantial state-
ment. “The First Family continues to work on ways 
to help Commander handle the often unpredictable 

nature of the White House grounds,” a White 
House statement said. “The President and First 
Lady are incredibly grateful to the Secret Ser-
vice and Executive Residence staff for all they 
do to keep them, their family, and the country 
safe.”

The reaction is similar to a 2021 situation 
involving Biden’s previous German shepherd, 
Major, who also bit a number of people in the 
White House. President Biden called Major a 
“sweet dog,” while a White House spokesman 
said the dog was “still adjusting to his new sur-
roundings.” Major was eventually sent to the 
Bidens’ home in Delaware.

Now, incredibly, after Commander’s 
attacks, the situation has become something of a joke. 
On Monday, Politico published a story headlined, 
“Commander’s taste buds,” which noted that Com-
mander seems to bite only Secret Service personnel 
and not White House staff. “Among staff, there is an 
emerging belief that, in the eyes of Commander, they 
are off limits,” Politico reported, “that the dog only has 
an appetite for the Secret Service.”

In fact, the article said, Commander is quite popu-
lar with White House staff. “Everyone loves him,” 
one anonymous worker was quoted as saying. “He’s 
always so friendly.” 

One might think the situation is just great, with the 
exception of all those people who have been bitten and 
had to have medical care, in one case hospital care. 
In the non-White House world, a dog that has done 
what Commander has done might well be euthanized, 
and without a doubt would be removed from the area 
where he attacked people over and over and over. But 
not President Biden’s dog. 

Now, the president appears to be trying to explain 
away the situation. Biden didn’t really want the dog, 
Politico reported, but felt he had to accept the pet. 
“When Biden’s brother James gave Commander to the 
president for his birthday in 2021 after Major had been 
sent away — and as the first family was still grieving 
the loss of their longtime German shepherd Champ 
— it caught the White House off guard,” Politico 
reported. “A person close to the Bidens said that the 
president and first lady initially weren’t thrilled to 
be introducing a new puppy into their chaotic White 
House life, but they felt like they couldn’t turn down a 
gift from a well-meaning family member.”

Only in Washington does a politician do damage 
control by distancing himself from his dog.

So what now? The first thing to say is that this is 
not funny. It’s not a story about “Commander’s taste 
buds.” It’s about a president who has allowed his 
White House to become a dangerous assignment for 
the agents who protect him. A president who puts his 
dog over the men and women who put their own lives 
on the line to save the president of the United States. 
As Joe Biden might say — not a joke. So when will 
the president do something about it?

Byron York is chief political correspondent 
for The Washington Examiner

Byron
York
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Gloria follows her dream to own a flock of sheep
Owning sheep has been a dream 

of mine for years.
 After purchasing over 1000 

chestnut saplings, Daniel told us 
how efficient it is to have sheep 
grazing among the trees. Besides 
keeping the grass clipped, the trees 
are also naturally fertilized.

 Not only that, growing children 
equals more energy to be spent 
somewhere. Having hands-on 
experience with sheep and nurtur-
ing young trees sounded appealing 
to both Daniel and me.

 Now, a couple of years later, 
I find myself gazing across the 
chestnut field time and again, won-
dering if my dream has become a 
reality. A flock of sheep content-
edly munching on lush green grass 
among seven-foot trees, reaching 
for the skies and growing with 
each rain shower.

Our first group of three lambs 
arrived a month ago. The children 
were elated. Who wouldn’t want 
to be the shepherd whom the sheep 
would learn to trust?

 The sheep were bouncy and full 
of energy- who knew sheep could 
jump that high? I had no idea. 
Then, since they needed names, 
Snap, Crackle, and Pop seemed to 
be the perfect fit, so it was a deal.

 I watched with keen interest, 
observing the very nature of sheep. 
If they were scared, they stayed in 
one tight group; where one went, 
they all went. My mind flashed to 
the reality that, as people, we, too, 
are much more protected when not 
on our own.

A few weeks later, we all went 

to a local sheep farm to buy four 
more sheep. Our neighbors, the 
Josh Raber family, went with us 
and also picked out sheep to add to 
their growing herd.

The old-time farmer and his 
wife helped us fetch and load the 
sheep.

 Austin had an eye on a chunky-
looking brown sheep. I agreed it 
looked promising for it to have a 
lamb this fall. “By November, it 
should be lambing,” the farmer 
said.

 We were all eyes as we watched 
a llama strut among the sheep, act-
ing as if he were the owner of them 
all. The little boys weren’t sure of 
this strange-looking animal as he 
curled up his lip, glaring at us.  

 After an hour or two, we all 
piled into the 15-passenger van and 
headed home.

This group of sheep was unload-
ed at Josh’s for the first couple of 
weeks since they came from a dif-
ferent farm.

 Last Monday night, I  felt an 
urge to fetch Brownie at Josh’s 
(as Austin named the new brown 
sheep). “But then, why be in a 
rush? Farmer Joe had said she 
wouldn’t have her babies till 
November,” I reasoned.

 “We’ll wait till sometime in 
October to bring her home,” I told 
Austin.

 The following morning, Aus-

tin answered a phone call. It was 
Josh. “We have three extra ani-
mals on our farm,” he said. “Two 
of them are your horses that came 
last night.” (Sigh, they managed to 
knock down the gate, then paid a 
visit to the neighbors.) “And the 
third animal stays close to Brown-
ie.”   Austin erupted with, “A 
lamb! A lamb!”

 It was true. If I had only fol-
lowed my instinct, she would have 
been home. It didn’t take long to 
plan to see Brownie and Baby.  

 Everyone thought she was the 
cutest thing ever. “Could we name 
her Frisky?” Austin asked.

That evening, Brownie and 
Frisky came to their new home, 
getting the utmost care from six 
happy children.

 Hopefully, soon, we’ll bring 
Twinkie, Whoopie, and  Cookie 
(the other sheep we got from the 
farm) home to join the herd. First, 
we need to get our fencing system 
fixed. Our little nanny goat, which 
runs with the sheep, discovered 
how to get through the fence; then, 
of course, she’s got a following of 
all the sheep, thinking the grass 
may be greener on the other side of 
the fence.

 With the older children in 
school, Jesse and Elijah are 
pleased to do anything they can 

for the sheep. We hope to have 
one more ewe with babies this fall; 
they should all be lambing by next 
spring. Who is the most excited 
about that? I have no way of know-
ing. We plan to build up our herd 
by keeping the ewes and see where 
it takes us. At any rate, we’ll keep 
you in the loop.

With all our little shepherds 
around here, I couldn’t resist shar-
ing our Shepherd’s Pie recipe 
with you. I have no idea where 
that name comes from, but in my 
mind, I picture an old-time shep-
herd, weary from an entire day of 
being outside caring for the sheep, 
coming to the house with soothing 
shepherd’s pie set in front of him to 
give him the needed nourishment!

HOMEMADE SHEPHERD’S 
PIE

6 pounds hamburger

2 ½ cups oatmeal
3 eggs
1 teaspoon pepper
4 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon onion
3 cups milk
Mix together and bake in a large 

roaster at 350 for 1 hour. Cool. 
Cook 6 quarts peeled and cut-
up potatoes. When soft, pour off 
water, mash and add the following:

4 ounces cream cheese
1 /2 stick butter
4 teaspoons salt
1 cup sour cream
1 teaspoon onion salt
Add milk till it is creamy.  Cool. 

When both meat mixture and pota-
toes are cold, add 2 cans cream of 
mushroom soup on top of ham-
burger then layer with mashed 
potatoes. Top with Velveeta cheese. 
Refrigerate overnight. Bake  at 250 
for 3 hours.

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

This Weekend
6th annual

downtown Chili 
Walk Saturday 
Bluffton NOW! is host-

ing the 6th annual ‘Bring 
on the heat’ Chili Walk in 
downtown Bluffton. The 
event is Saturday, Oct. 7 
from 5-7 p.m.

Participating down-
town businesses will supply 
homemade chili to taste and 
vote on.

Wristbands purchased for 
$5 are requred to participate. 
Beverage truck drinks are 
available to purchase.

For more information, 
contact Jeremy Penrod at 
260-824-2354 or jeremy.
penrod@edwardjones.com. 

Weekend events 
at Ouabache 

Events at Ouabache State 
Park over the weekend will 
include:

Friday, Oct. 6: Look for 
the Interpretive Naturalists 
Bret Dausch and Rose Nevil 
and ask them about weekend 

events.
Saturday. Oct. 7: 10 a.m.: 

Bison Feeding at the Feed-
ing Shed; 1 p.m.: Hallow-
een Hound Hike, leaving 
from the Lakeside Shelter 
with your four-legged furry 
friend (dressed for the Cos-
tume Contest) for a hike 
around Kunkel Lake; 4 
p.m.: Ouabache Bingo at the 
Campview Shelter.

Sunday, Oct. 8: 10 a.m.: 
Fire Tower Climb, meeting 
the naturalists by the brick 
pathway.

Reminders: Kids under 
the age of 14 must be accom-
panied by an adult for events. 
Adventure Backpacks may 
be secured from the park 
office with opportunities to 
win prizes (9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
daily). Information about any 
event at (260) 824-0926.

All-you-can-eat 
Fish, Chicken
& Tenderloin

supper
The Twin Bridge Conser-

vation Club is hosting an all-
you-can-eat fish, chicken & 
tenderloin supper on Satur-
day, Oct. 7 from 4:30-7 p.m.

Food will be supplied by 
Dan’s Fish Fry.

The cost for adults is $12, 
for children 6-12 the cost is 
$6.

The Twin Bridge Con-
servation Club is located at 
6348 S 600 West-90 in War-
ren.

Auditions for
‘White Christmas’

Creative Arts Theater will 
hold auditions for its coming 
production of Irving Berlin’s 
“White Christmas” on Fri-
day, Oct. 6, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
and Saturday, Oct. 7, from 9 
a.m. to 12 noon.

Auditions are open 
to everyone ages 12 and 
up, regardless of experi-
ence. Actors should plan to 
attend on the hour and be 
prepared to read and sing. 
Auditions will take place 
at the Creative Arts Coun-
cil, 428 South Oak St. in 
Bluffton. Enter the building 
through Door 10. Audition 
pre-registration is highly 
recommended with a pre-
registration form available 
on the Creative Arts website 
of www.wellscocreativearts.
com/holiday-production. 

Performance dates are 
Dec, 7, 8 and 9 in the Audi-
torium at 418 South Oaks St. 
in Bluffton.

For more information 
about the auditions and 
performances, please visit 
www.wellscocreative arts.
com/holiday-production 
or call the CAC office at 
(260)824-5222.

Car & Craft Fest
at Stauffer Farms

On the weekend of Oct. 
6 & 7, Stauffer Farms will 
host a Car & Craft Fest, as 
a fundraiser for Forgotten 
Children Worldwide.

The Craft Fest will be 
open both days from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and vendors will be 

selling pumpkins and mums, 
handmade crafts, wood-
working, floral decor, honey, 
baked good and more. In 
addition there will be hay 
rides, a bouncy house, face 
painting and Kettle corn for 
eating.

The Car Fest will be held 
on Saturday only from 9 
a.m. until noon with awards 
to be presented at 3:30 p.m. 
Cars will depart at 4 p.m. 
and there is a $15 entry fee 
at the gate. For more infor-
mation contact Jeff Patterson 
at 260-266-7590.

Stauffer Farms is located 
at 3584 NW St. Rd. 116 near 
Markle.

Fall music by 
Heartland Sings!

Musical programs by 
Fort Wayne’s Heartland 
Sings! this fall will include 
Music in the Americas on 
Sunday, Oct. 8, at 3 p.m. at 
Plymouth Congregational 
Church in Fort Wayne.

The concert will feature a 
wide variety of music styles 
from south central and north 
America. The repertoire 
will include Misa Criolla by 
Ariel Ramirez accompanied 
by percussion, guitar, man-
dolin, harpsichord and bass.

The Spirit of Christmas 
concerts will be presented 
at the Allen County Court-
house Rotunda on Friday, 
Dec. 15; at 7 p.m.; Saturday 
and Sunday, Dec. 16-17 at 
3 p.m. These 10th anniver-
sary concerts will featured 
time-honored favorites with 
Maestro Robert Nance con-
ducting.

Wild Zoo Halloween
Wild Zoo Halloween will 

be observed on the October 
weekends at the Fort Wayne 
Children’s Zoo with activi-
ties from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

on both Saturdays and Sun-
days.

Oct. 7-8: Truck & Trac-
tor Day’ Oct. 14-15: Super-
hero Weekend: Oct. 21-22: 
Pirates and Princesses 
Weekend; Oct. 28-29: Witch 
& Wizard Day. On every 
Saturday there will be a 
Magic Show at 11 a.m. 
at the Australian Outback 
Adventure Plaza.

Guests may were cos-
tumes, however those 13 and 
older will not be allowed to 
wear masks or hoods. Regu-
lar admission applies.

October Events
 at Fort Wayne’s

Promenade Park
Among the events at Fort 

Wayne’s Promenade Park in 
October will be the following:

Confluence Kitchen will 
feature German culture and 
food on Friday, Oct. 6, 6 to 
9 p.m. (dance performance 
at 7 p.m. and choir perfor-
mance by the Mannerchor/
Damenchor at 7:30 p.m.  
Food and drink available for 
purchase.  Registration fee 
$5.

Yoga at the Riverfront 
at Promenade Park on 2nd 
Sundays (Oct. 8 and Nov. 
12), 10:30-11:30 a.m., a free 
event.

 Hula hoop Workshop 
will  be presented on Sun-
day, Oct. 8, from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at the Pavilion 
at Promenade Park. Free 
workshop for beginners by 
Tulip Tree.

Free Sunday Heritage 
Concerts will be held on the 
2nd Sundays of Oct. 8 and 
Nov. 12, at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Park Foundation Pavilion. It 
will be a Polka Fest with the 
American Legion Band on 
Oct. 8 and a Veteran’s Trib-
ute on Nov. 12.

A Talk 
with Tego

Tego’s Tips: Glow sticks and glow jewelry should be 
kept out of reach of pets.

Tego

Odyssa is a 1½-year-old, 
Texas Heeler female.

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells 
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For more 
information call 824-6063.

Sammy is a 5½-month-
old, neutered male.

Kiwi is a 5½-month-old, 
neutered male.

October events at Sauder Village
October events at Sauder Village in Ohio will include:
Fall Farm Week: Oct. 11-14, opening at 10 a.m. each day. 

Oct. 14th will be Scout Day with admission  $10 for scouts.
Rug Hook Retreat: Oct. 13-15, with classes offered.
Woodcarver’s Show & Sale, Friday and Saturday, Oct. 

28-28, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Live demonstrations with vendors 
selling tools and supplies.

More information at 1-800-590-9755 or saudervillage.org.

Family Owned & Operated!

By Appointment:
Tues - Wed - Thurs

Showroom Open:
Fri & Sat 11am - 4pm

7824 Bluffton Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN

Amy & Tracy Houtz  
260-227-2145

We treat our customers the way we want to be treated!

Wells County 
Historical

Society’s fall
meeting Monday

On Monday, Oct. 9, 
at 6:30 p.m. the Wells 
County Historical Soci-
ety will meet at the 
museum for their fall 
meeting.

A short business 
meeting will be held 
followed by a program 
about the book, “The 
History of Wells Coun-
ty Schools 1837-2022. 
The book authors, 
Marcia Hotopp, Con-
nie Brubaker and Lynn 
Elliott will present the 
program and answer 
questions about the 
publication. Books will 
be available for pur-
chase.

The event is free and 
open to the public with 
light refreshments to be 
served. Direct questions 
about the event to (260) 
824-9956.

Call Today!

260-824-4626
TDD 800-326-9193 #776

• Laundry Facilities in Building
• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance
• $20 Application fee

Capri Meadows 
Apartments

58 Capri Court • Bluff ton, IN

• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

Utilities
Included! Applications 

Accepted 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. & 

Fri. 10am-4pm
(Closed Wednesday)

1, 2 & 3 
Bedroom 

Apartments

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

Computer Diagnostics and More!

Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

tics and More!

Committed to Serving You Better!

Computer Diagnos
In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

1979 – 2023

2883 E State Road 124, Blu� ton, IN 46714
(260) 824-4929
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THURSDAY, OCT 5
GIRLS SOCCER: (sectional semi-final) Bellmont at Norwell, 

5 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Huntington North, 7:30 p.m.; 

Adams Central at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, OCT 6
FOOTBALL: Huntington North at Norwell, 7 p.m.; Adams 

Central at Bluffton, 7 p.m.; Heritage at Southern Wells, 7 p.m.
SATURDAY, OCT 7
CROSS COUNTRY (CO-ED): Norwell at Delta Eagle Invita-

tional at Taylor University, 8:30 a.m.; Bluffton, Southern Wells at 
ACAC race at Bluffton 11 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at 	
Maconaquah Invite, 9 a.m.
MONDAY, OCT 9
No events scheduled
TUESDAY, OCT 10
No events scheduled
WEDNESDAY, OCT 11
No events scheduled
THURSDAY, OCT 12
VOLLEYBALL: (sectional) Peru at Norwell, 6 p.m.; Southern 

Wells vs. Lakeland Christian at Southwood, 7 p.m.; Whitko at 
Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.

High School Calendar

By RYAN WALKER
Bluffton finished the volleyball reg-

ular season with a sweep over North 
Side in front of a rowdy student sec-
tion and crowd on Senior Night.

The three seniors, Cayah King, 
Haley Gibson, and Claire Craighead, 
went out with a bang in front of their 
home fans, winning the sets 25-13, 
25-19, 25-12.

The 2023 volleyball class is espe-
cially special to head coach Stacy 
Morrison, who has been watching the 
three since they were young.

“I have a daughter that’s in their 
class, so I’ve been around these girls 
since elementary school, and I know 
them very well,” Morrison said. 
“That’s what makes them special. 
They’re funny. They’ve got a great 
sense of humor, and they enjoy playing 
the game and enjoy hanging out and 
having fun.”

What’s special about this Tiger 
team (10-19) is that they’re catching 
fire at the right time. Over the past 
three games, Morrison has seen her 
group compete at its highest level all 
season.

Though two of those games have 
been losses, the Tigers forced five sets 
on Wabash and a good Norwell bunch 
on the road.

The biggest area of growth from the 
team is on the attacking side, where  
Haley Gibson and Marly Drayer have 
been connecting with the hitters.

As the setter, Gibson put up 15 
assists that helped hitters like Maryn 
Schreiber (who led the team with nine 
kills), King, Konley Ault, and Isabella 
Stout.

The team is building confidence, 
another area Morrison has seen them 
grow and would like to build upon it.

“I think Haley and our hitters are 
really starting to connect,” Morrison 
said. “Everything’s just starting to 
come together. If we can just not get 
caught up if there’s one mistake to 
turn it into three and four.”

To add to the offensive night, Craig-
head served up six aces for the Tigers.

On the defensive end, Drayer had 
her own storyline.

Coming into the match, she was sit-
ting at 989 career digs. Because this 
was the last game, the team was hop-
ing to get her the 11 she needed. 

Players will get the honor of their 
milestone during the match with gifts 
and posters. But the Tigers were wor-
ried she might not hit the mark since 
you can stop the match during regular 
season games — not in the postseason.

After nearly three sets had gone by, 

Drayer was parked at 999. Bluffton 
had 20 points on the board, limiting 
the amount of opportunities. Her team-
mates even intentionally miss-fired 
serves to give her extra chances.

North Side, however, had also 
missed on some of their serves and 
points, and eventually, Bluffton got to 
25 with one dig left to go.

“We were doing everything we 
could to get her that last dig,” Mor-
rison said. “You can only control so 
much when it comes to digs.”

The unfortunate ending had gifts 
and posters left behind for now, but 
Drayer can still earn her final dig in the 
sectional next week.

That match will take place at the 
Tiger Den against Whitko at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 12.

Stat leaders for the night were 
Haley Gibson with 15 assists, Marly 
Drayer 10 digs, Claire Craighead 6 
aces, Maryn Schreiber 9 kills and one 
stuff block.

The junior varsity team won in two 
sets.

Stat leaders were Sophie Eisenhut 
seven kills and one stuff block, Isla 
Gibson seven assists and two aces, 
Rori Drayer 2 aces, Rylynn Penick one 
stuff block.

sports@news-banner.com

Tigers sweep the Legends in 
final regular season match

By The Associated Press
Maybe there’s too much Taylor, not enough Travis.
Travis Kelce agreed Wednesday with the idea that NFL 

TV coverage has been “overdoing it” with the amount of 
times Taylor Swift has been on screen while attending his 
Kansas City Chiefs’ games the last two weeks.

Swift was in a suite Sunday night at MetLife Stadium for 
the Chiefs’ victory over the New York Jets in prime time. 
Jason Kelce, who plays for the Philadelphia Eagles, told his 
brother during their “ New Heights “ podcast that cameras 
showed live shots of the suite no fewer than 17 times during 
the game.

“Damn, that’s crazy,” Travis Kelce said. “That’s like once 
a drive.”

Travis did say that it’s fun when the cameras show which 
famous people are at a game. Swift was in the suite with 
actors Ryan Reynolds, Blake Lively and Hugh Jackman.

“But at the same time, I think they’re overdoing it a little 
bit for sure, especially my situation,” Travis added.

Ian Trombetta, the NFL’s senior vice president of social, 
influencer and content marketing, said in an interview with 
The Associated Press that the league wants to “make sure 
we remain in a celebratory sort of posture and position, and 
one that we don’t want to over-commercialize, in a way.”

Trombetta noted that “there’s always chatter around 
different celebrities and so on that are attending different 
games, but this took a life of its own, and I think a big part 
of it has to do with just the high level of interest in Taylor 
and what’s going on with her personal life, as well as Tra-
vis.”

Jason Kelce said he believes the NFL just isn’t used to 
having as many celebrities at games. He said it’s more com-
mon at NBA games, where they show the A-listers a couple 
of times but then stick to the game.

That hasn’t been the case the last two Sundays when 
the Chiefs were playing with their Grammy-winning fan in 
attendance.

“I’ll tell you what though, you never know, you could get 
caught throwing a big ol’ cheeseburger in and you look like 
an idiot, you know what I mean?” Travis Kelce said on the 
podcast. “There’s certain things, you don’t want to be on TV 
at all times.”

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Jonathan Taylor returned 
to the practice field Wednesday for his first workout in 10 
months.

Now he must prove to the Indianapolis Colts coaches he 
can carry the workload Sunday against Tennessee.

The All-Pro running back and 2021 NFL rushing cham-
pion was activated from the physically unable to perform 
list before a light, scaled-back practice, which gave Taylor 
his first real chance to take snaps with rookie quarterback 
Anthony Richardson.

“It’s pretty simple just handing the ball off, know-
ing where to step,” Richardson said when asked how long 
it would take the two to get in sync. “It’s also learning the 
running back, learning how he wants the ball given to him, 
how he wants passes thrown to him. Maybe a couple days, 
maybe.”

The Colts (2-2) are banking on a quick, seamless transi-
tion.

Taylor did not speak to reporters Wednesday before 
or after practicing for the first time since going on injured 
reserve Dec. 20. He then missed all of the team’s offseason 
workouts following ankle surgery, spent all of training camp 
on the physically unable to perform list with lingering pain 
in the ankle and opened the regular season still on PUP.

So on the first day he could be activated, Indy wasted 
no time making its move. First-year coach Shane Steichen 
expects Taylor to catch up quickly.

“He’s heard it all, so taking his notes, getting ready,” 
Steichen said. “Anytime you sign a player — you sign play-
ers on Wednesday that start on Sunday.”

The Colts know what they have when Taylor is healthy 
and motivated — one of the league’s top playmakers.

After replacing the injured Marlon Mack in Week 1 of 
his rookie season, Taylor rushed for 1,169 yards and caught 
36 passes for 299 yards and another score. He was more 
impressive in Year 2, winning the league’s rushing title 
with 1,811 yards and 18 TDs, leading the league in scrim-
mage yards (2,171) and sharing the league lead with 20 total 
touchdowns.

Last season, for the first time in his pro or college career, 
Taylor dealt with injuries. He missed six games and finished 
with 861 yards, four TDs and a per carry average of 4.5 
yards — all career lows.

But the former Wisconsin Badgers star wasn’t just upset 
about injuries or stats. He also wanted job security, a con-
tract extension.

In the spring, Taylor started lobbying for a new deal with 
one more year on his rookie contract. He complained pub-
licly about the league’s undervaluing of running backs and 
was embroiled in an ugly contract dispute, which included 
a social media spat between his agent and Colts owner Jim 
Irsay as well as an hour-long meeting on Irsay’s bus — in 
front of a capacity training camp crowd. Shortly after, word 
leaked that Taylor requested a trade and in August, Indy gave 
him permission to find a trade partner. Nothing worked.

By MICHAEL GOLDBERG
 Associated Press

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — Retired 
NFL quarterback Brett Favre will 
answer questions under oath about the 
misspending of federal welfare money 
in Mississippi, where public money 
intended to help some of the nation’s 
poorest people was used to fund pet 
projects he and other well-connected 
people supported.

A notice of deposition filed Mon-
day in Hinds County Circuit Court 
by attorneys for Mississippi’s Depart-
ment of Human Services shows 
Favre will give sworn testimony on 
Oct. 26 at a hotel in Hattiesburg. The 
Pro Football Hall of Famer is among 
more than three dozen defendants in 
a lawsuit the current Human Services 
director filed to recover some of the 
welfare money.

Favre has denied wrongdoing, 

sued the state auditor who investi-
gated the misspending for defamation 
and said he paid back misspent wel-
fare funds.

Mississippi has ranked among 
the poorest states in the U.S. for 
decades, but only a fraction of its 
federal welfare money has been 
going toward direct aid to families. 
Instead, the Mississippi Department 
of Human Services allowed well-
connected people to fritter away 
$77 million in federal welfare funds 
from 2016 to 2019, according to the 
state auditor and state and federal 
prosecutors.

Instead of going to needy families, 
about $5 million helped fund a vol-
leyball arena that Favre supported 
at his alma mater, the University of 
Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, 
said Mississippi Auditor Shad White, 
whose office investigated the scandal. 

Favre’s daughter played volleyball at 
the school. Another $1.7 million went 
to the development of a concussion 
treatment drug, a project Favre sup-
ported.

No criminal charges have been 
brought against Favre, although a 
former department director and other 
people have pleaded guilty to their 
part in the misspending. Favre has 
asked the Hinds County Circuit Court 
and the Mississippi Supreme Court 
to remove him as a defendant in the 
civil lawsuit, but both requests were 
denied.

The deposition will be conducted 
by oral examination before a court 
reporter and may be video-recorded. 
A confidentiality order approved by 
the court would keep all of the testi-
mony private for at least 30 days after 
its completion date, court records 
show.

Senior Night
The Bluffton volleyball 
team held its Senior Night 
at the Tiger Den, honoring 
three seniors in a 3-0 win 
over North Side Wednes-
day night. Above, Claire 
Craighead (No. 11), Haley 
Gibson (2), and Cayah 
King (4) celebrate with their 
familes, holding gift bags 
and flowers. Bottom left, 
Craighead serves up one 
of her six aces on the night. 
Bottom right Gibson sets for 
a Maryn Schreiber spike. 
(Photos by Ryan Walker)

Brett Favre will testify under oath in 
Mississippi welfare scandal civil case

Colts are waiting to 
make a decision on 
RB Jonathan Taylor

Too much T-Swift? 
Travis Kelce says NFL 
TV is ‘overdoing it’
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 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us
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AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 
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 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418
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Attention… Visit Us For
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Is your old vehicle 
as annoying as a 
dripping faucet?

BASEBALL
Postseason Baseball Glance

x-if necessary
WILD CARD SERIES
(Best-of-3)
Postseason Baseball Glance
x-if necessary
WILD CARD SERIES
(Best-of-3)
American League
Minnesota 2, Toronto 0
Tuesday, Oct. 3: Minnesota 3, 

Toronto 1
Wednesday, Oct. 4: Minnesota 2, 

Toronto 0
Texas 2, Tampa Bay 0
Tuesday, Oct. 3: Texas 4, Tampa 

Bay 0
Wednesday, Oct. 4: Texas 7, Tampa 

Bay 1
National League
Arizona 2, Milwaukee 0
Tuesday, Oct. 3: Arizona 6, Milwau-

kee 3
Wednesday, Oct. 4: Arizona 5, Mil-

waukee 2
Philadelphia 2, Miami 0
Tuesday, Oct. 3: Philadelphia 4, 

Miami 1
Wednesday, Oct. 4: Philadelphia 7, 

Miami 1
DIVISION SERIES
(Best-of-5)
American League
(Fox or FS1)
Baltimore vs. Texas
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Texas at Balti-

more, 1 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 8 — Texas at Balti-

more
Tuesday, Oct. 10 — Baltimore at 

Texas
x-Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Baltimore 

at Texas
x-Friday, Oct. 13 — Texas at Bal-

timore
Houston vs. Minnesota winner
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Minnesota at 

Houston
Sunday, Oct. 8 — Minnesota at 

Houston
Tuesday, Oct. 10 — Houston at 

Minnesota
x-Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Houston 

at Minnesota
x-Friday, Oct. 13 — Minnesota at 

Houston
National League
(All Games on TBS)
Atlanta vs. Philadelphia
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Philadelphia at 

Atlanta
Monday, Oct. 9 — Philadelphia at 

Atlanta
Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Atlanta at 

Philadelphia
x-Thursday, Oct. 12 — Atlanta at 

Philadelphia
x-Saturday, Oct. 14 — Philadelphia 

at Atlanta

Los Angeles vs. Arizona
Saturday, Oct. 7 — Arizona at Los 

Angeles
Monday, Oct. 9 — Arizona at Los 

Angeles
Wednesday, Oct. 11 — Los Angeles 

at Arizona
x-Thursday, Oct. 12 — Los Angeles 

at Arizona
x-Saturday, Oct. 14 — Arizona at 

Los Angeles

BASKETBALL
WNBA

WNBA Playoff Glance
Finals
(Best-of-5)
No.1 Las Vegas vs. No. 2 New York
Sunday, Oct. 8: Las Vegas at New 

York, TBD
Wednesday, Oct. 11: Las Vegas at 

New York, TBD
Sunday, Oct. 15: New York at Las 

Vegas, TBD
x-Wednesday, Oct. 18: New York at 

Las Vegas, TBD
x-Friday, Oct. 20: Las Vegas at New 

York, TBD

TRANSACTIONS
Wednesday’s Transactions

BASEBALL Major League Baseball
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — RHP Jorge 
Lopez has elected free agency.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Reinstated 
RHP Yacksel Rios and LHP Richard 
Lovelady from the 60-day IL. Sent RHP 
Yacksel Rios and LHP Richard Lovelady 
outright to Las Vegas (PCL).

National League
LOS ANGELES DODGERS — 

Reinstated RHP Lance Lynn from the 
bereavement list.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Desig-
nated OL Dennis Daley to return from 
injured reserve and CB Garrett Williams 
to return from the reserve/non-football 
injury list to practice.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Designated 
RB Keaton Mitchell to return from injured 
reserve to practice.

BUFFALO BILLS — Designated OLB 
Von Miller to return from the reserve/
physically unable to perform (PUP) list 
to practice.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Desig-
nated G Austin Corbett and TE Stephen 
Sullivan to return from injured reserve to 
practice.

CHICAGO BEARS —Signed DB 
Christian Matthew to the practice squad. 
Released DB Macon Clark from the 
practice squad.

DENVER BRONCOS — Released 

DE Randy Gregory. Promoted RB 
Dwayne Washington from the practice 
squad to the active roster. Signed WR 
Michael Bandy to the practice squad. 
Designated DB P.J. Locke to return from 
injured reserve to practice.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Designated 
RT Tytus Howard, DB Brandon Hill and P 
Cameron Johnston to return from injured 
reserve to practice. Placed C Kendrick 
Green on injured reserve. Signed DE 
Derek Rivers. Signed DT Taylor Stall-
worth to the practice squad,

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Desig-
nated DL Dawuane Smoot to return from 
the physically unable to perform (PUP) 
list to practice.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — 
Claimed CB Essang Bassey off waivers 
from Denver.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Designated 
WR Cooper Kup to return from injured 
reserve to practice.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Designated CB 
Nik Needham and G Robert Jones to 
return from injured reserve to practice.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed DL 
Junior Aho to the practice squad.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Des-
ignated OL Riley Reiff, DE Trey Flowers 
and S Cody Davis to return from injured 
reserve to practice. Signed DT Tyssten 
Hill to the practice squad. Released P 
Corliss Waitman from the practice squad.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Pro-
moted TE Rodney Williams from the 
practice squad to the active roster. 
Signed WR Dez Fitzpatrick and TE Noah 
Gindorff to the practice squad.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed 
RB Jeremy McNichols and OT Ilm Man-
ning to the practice squad. Released FB 
Jack Colletto and DT Marlon Davidson 
from the practice squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Promoted 
TE Kevin Rader from the practice squad 
to the active roster. Signed WR Mason 
Kinsey to the practice squad.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Reassigned C 
Nikita Nesterenko and LW Pavol Reg-
enda to San Diego (AHL).

BOSTON BRUINS — Signed D Fred-
eric Brunet to a three-year, entry-level 
contract.

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Reas-
signed Cs Peter Holland and Ondrej 
Pavel to Colorado (AHL).

MINNESOTA WILD — Reassigned G 
Jesper Wallstedt to Iowa (AHL).

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Signed LW 
Quentin Musty to a three-year, entry-level 
contract.

WINNIPEG JETS — Placed LW Jef-
frey Viel on waivers.

Minor League Hockey
American Hockey League
SAN DIEGO GULLS — Signed F 

Ben King to a one-year standard player 
contract (SPC).

News-Banner Scoreboard

NASCAR CUP SERIES
Bank of America ROVAL 400

Site: Concord, North Carolina.
Last race: Ryan Blaney used a crossover move to nudge 

ahead of Kevin Harvick with two laps remaining and won 
at Talladega by 0.012 seconds to advance into the round of 
eight of NASCAR’s playoffs.

Next race: Oct. 15, Las Vegas.
NASCAR XFINITY SERIES

Drive for the Cure 250 presented by BlueCross 
BlueShield of North Carolina

Site: Concord, North Carolina.
Schedule: Saturday, practice, 10 a.m., qualifying, 10:30 

a.m., and race, 3:30 p.m. (NBC).
Track: Charlotte Motor Speedway road course.
Race distance: 67 laps, 155.44 miles.
Last race: John Hunter Nemechek won at Texas Motor 

Speedway for his series-best seventh win of the year.
Next race: Oct. 14, Las Vegas.

NASCAR TRUCK SERIES
Last race: 2018 series champion Brett Moffitt turned 

his first race of the season in the series into his first super-
speedway victory, prevailing in a three-wide overtime battle 
to win at Talladega. Corey Heim is the only driver to have 
secured a spot in the championship finale with one race 
remaining for the seven other contenders.

Next race: Oct. 21, Homestead, Florida.
FORMULA ONE
Qatar Grand Prix

Last race: Max Verstappen won his 13th race of the sea-
son at the Japanese Grand Prix to clinch the constructors’ 
championship for Red Bull.

Next race: Oct. 22, Austin, Texas.
INDYCAR

Last race: Scott Dixon won at Laguna Seca, his third win 
of the season, all in the last four races. The six-time champi-
on gave Chip Ganassi Racing a 1-2 finish in the standings. A 
week earlier, teammate Alex Palou became the first driver in 
18 years to clinch the title before the final race of the season.

Next race: 2024 season opener at St. Petersburg, Florida.
NHRA DRAG RACING

Last race: Clay Millican won in Top Fuel and Matt 
Hagan won in Funny Car at Gateway Motorsports Park.

Next race: Oct. 12-15, Ennis, Texas.
WORLD OF OUTLAWS

Next events: Oct 6 & 7, Port Royal, Pennsylvania.

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) — Notre 
Dame and quarterback Sam Hartman need 
to find a quick fix.

The offense that looked so impres-
sive through the first four games suddenly 
has gone stagnant. It scored just 35 points 
against the last two opponents, then-No. 6 
Ohio State and then-No. 17 Duke.

While the defense has done its job by 
holding both teams to 17 or fewer points, 
the 10th-ranked Fighting Irish hope to turn 
things around Saturday when they play their 
third straight unbeaten opponent, No. 25 
Louisville. But Notre Dame coach Marcus 
Freeman isn’t panicking.

“Every college football team will 
improve throughout the season,” he said. 
“The ones that improve the fastest are the 
ones that usually play for championships 
and are playing at the end of the year for 
things that are extremely important. So, 
that’s our challenge: to improve faster than 
our opponents.”

Notre Dame thought it had solved the 
problem when Hartman led the offense to 
46.0 points and 508.8 yards through the first 
four weeks.

Then came the fall.
While part of the explanation clearly 

could be playing stronger opponents, the 
Irish (5-1) also are struggling with the sur-
prises they’re seeing on game days.

“You also are learning that people adjust 
to us,” offensive coordinator Gerad Parker 
said. “Maybe sometimes what our film 
study shows is not what we get.”

Hartman failed to match the hype in the 
two prime-time games, completing just 
58.2% of his passes for 397 yards, 7.2 yards 
per attempt and one touchdown. In the previ-
ous four, he connected on 71.1% of his throws 
for 11.8 yards per attempt and 13 TDs.

Ohio State and Duke both had defens-
es ranked among the top 10 in points and 
yards per pass attempt. Plus, Notre Dame 
has asked Hartman not to be as aggressive 
against top-tier opponents.

His numbers may reflect why. Since 
2021, Hartman is 3-5 against AP Top 25 
teams, completing 55.9% of his throws for 
7.6 yards per attempt with 20 TDs and 11 
interceptions.

Another factor could be injuries. Only 
three receivers played last weekend at 
Duke, though two of Hartman’s favorite tar-
gets who sat out — Jaden Greathouse and 
Jayden Thomas — could return against the 
Cardinals (5-0). Both practiced Tuesday.

“We expect them both to be back,” Free-
man said. “They’re both improving.”

Notre Dame’s inability to finish drives 
with touchdowns is another concern.

Hartman led 13 drives into opponents’ 
territory, with only six producing points. 
There were no turnovers and the Irish aver-
aged 4.7 yards per carry, but they failed to 
convert two fourth-and-1 plays against Ohio 
State.

“When you think of the fourth-and-1 
situations on offense, we’ve got to convert 
because we’re going to continue to go for 
those (based on) the percentages of suc-
cess,” Freeman said. “That’s a mindset that 
I have, and we have to be able to execute.”

Kicker Spencer Shrader’s recent strug-
gles haven’t helped, either. Though he set 
a program record with a 54-yard field ear-
lier this season, he’s only making 50% of 
his attempts and has missed from 47 and 37 
yards. Freeman recently changed holders, 
giving the job to punter Bryce McFerson so 
Shrader feels more comfortable.

The offense also struggled with the atmo-
sphere at Duke, committing six pre-snap 
penalties, something that must get better in a 
similar scenario this weekend at Louisville.

So, against coach Jeff Brohm’s high-
scoring, creative offense, Notre Dame must 
be right on point.

“It doesn’t take long to watch film to see 
why they’re 5-0,” Freeman said. “It’s anoth-
er night game, and it’ll be a great atmo-
sphere, a great opportunity. They’ve got an 
explosive offense.”

LAS VEGAS (AP) — LGPA Tour trail-
blazer Lexi Thompson will compete against 
men at the PGA Tour’s upcoming event in 
Las Vegas.

The Shriners Children’s Open announced 
Wednesday that Thompson received an 
unrestricted exemption into its tournament 
that begins Oct. 12 at TPC Summerlin. She 
will compete with 131 men for a $8.4 mil-
lion purse.

Thompson will become the seventh 
woman to compete in a PGA Tour event and 
the first since Brittany Lincicome did so at 
the 2018 Barbasol Championship. Babe 
Didrikson Zaharias became the first woman 
to receive a sponsor exemption at The Cas-
cades Open in 1935.

“I’m hopeful that my ability to play with 
the men next week at the Shriners Children’s 
Open sends a great message to the young 
women that you can chase your dream 
regardless of how hard it is,” Thompson 
said in a statement. “I cannot wait to come 
to the city of Las Vegas, and I’m grateful to 
Shriners Children’s for this opportunity to 

spend the week alongside these inspirational 
kids.”

Thompson, 28, has 11 victories on the 
LPGA Tour after beginning her profession-
al career at age 15. She was the youngest 
player ever to qualify for the U.S. Women’s 
Open when she made it to her first major in 
2007 at age 12.

“Shriners Children’s mission is to help 
all children live their best life regardless 
of what medical challenges lay in front 
of them,” said Patrick Lindsey, executive 
director of the Shriners Children’s Open. 
“We are eager to have Lexi on the course 
and continue to break through barriers, just 
as our more than 1.5 million patients do 
every day.”

Thompson hasn’t won on the LPGA 
Tour since June 2019. She’s ranked No. 
114 in the Race to the CME Globe. Only 
the top 60 make it to the CME Group 
Tour Championship. The top 80 have a 
full card for the following season. The 
top 100 still have cards and get in most 
tournaments.

Lexi Thompson to compete 
against men at the PGA Tour’s 
upcoming stop in Las Vegas

By DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Sports Writer

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Carlos Cor-
rea endured the worst hitting season of his 
career after signing the richest contract in 
Minnesota Twins history, playing through 
a painful bout of plantar fasciitis in his left 
foot.

The defense, intelligence and leader-
ship were always there, though. Postseason 
prowess was part of the package, too.

Correa had an RBI single and a quick-
twitch tag on a pivotal pickoff throw from 
Sonny Gray, and the Twins swept the Toron-
to Blue Jays with a 2-0 win in Game 2 of the 
AL Wild Card Series on Wednesday.

“Everything is October. The mentality 
is different. I’m just giving everything out 
there, everything I have,” Correa said. “I’m 
going to keep doing that for the rest of the 
time that I’m here in Minnesota.”

The Twins advanced — for the first time 
in 21 years — to play the defending World 
Series champion Astros. Game 1 of the best-
of-five AL Division Series is in Houston on 
Saturday.

That’s familiar territory for Correa, 
who spent seven seasons with the Astros. 
He signed with Minnesota in 2022 and 
re-upped for $200 million this year after 
agreed-to deals with the Giants and Mets 
fell apart over concern about an old ankle 
injury.

“Superstars show up in the biggest 
moments,” Gray said. “Just the way he sees 
the game, the way he can slow it down, is a 
special player.”

Correa helped Houston reach three World 
Series, winning it all in 2017, and he’s one 
round into another memorable October.

“They’ve got a great team, and so do 
we,” Correa said. “Everywhere you look, 
we’re ready.”

The two-time All-Star, who went 3 for 
7 with a hit-by-pitch against the Blue Jays, 
ripped a bases-loaded single in a two-run 
fourth. The patient Twins delivered pre-
cisely when they needed to at the plate, and 
their bullpen tossed 7 1/3 scoreless innings 
in the series.

Jhoan Duran, after a delay to tend to a cut 
on his thumb following his warmup, struck 
out the side in the ninth to trigger a celebra-
tion around the mound.

The Blue Jays, who lost their seventh 
straight game in the playoffs since the AL 
Championship Series in 2016, left nine 
runners on base in each game. Matt Chap-
man had a line drive hook just foul before 
grounding into an inning-ending double 
play with the bases loaded in the sixth 
against Caleb Thielbar.

“One run in two games, one extra-base 
hit isn’t going to cut it,” Toronto manager 

John Schneider said.
Minnesota, after stopping a record 

18-game postseason skid with the 3-1 win 
in Game 1, ended a nine-round losing streak 
that started with an ALCS defeat in 2002. 
The Atlanta Braves (2001-2019) and Chi-
cago Cubs (1910-1998) share the all-time 
mark with 10 straight series lost.

The Blue Jays made Gray work for his 
first career win in the playoffs, but the vet-
eran right-hander finished five effective 
innings. He had three inning-ending strike-
outs, before the slick move to finish the fifth 
when he was in the most trouble.

Gray threw a wild pitch that put runners 
on second and third. But with a full count 
on Bo Bichette, Gray whipped around and 
threw to the shortstop Correa, who grabbed 
the ball and grazed Vladimir Guerrero Jr.’s 
chest with his glove a split-second before 
Guerrero’s hand hit the base.

Correa noticed the Blue Jays were taking 
big leads and having trouble hearing with 
the crowd noise, so he told Gray he’d signal 
when to try a pickoff.

“I told him there were some free outs on 
the bases,” Correa said. “It felt like the right 
situation to do it.”

The sellout crowd of 38,518 was even 
more into the action than Game 1, standing 
in anticipation of every inning-ending out 
for the Twins and thriving off the bulldog 
energy that Gray brought to the mound. He 
finished third in the major leagues in ERA 
(2.79) during the regular season and logged 
184 innings, his most since 2015.

Gray, who is eligible for free agency after 
the World Series, grew emotional in his pre-
game news conference on Tuesday when 
talking about the motivation that he gets 
from his two boys. His son, Declan, even 
issued an ultimatum to his dad before the 
series: “You better not lose.”

BOLD MOVE
Blue Jays starter Jose Berríos threw 

three scoreless innings against his former 
team, but Schneider followed through on 
his promise that the entire pitching staff, 
excluding Game 1 starter Kevin Gausman, 
was available to try to extend the series.

Schneider pulled the right-hander Berríos 
after a leadoff walk by Game 1 star Royce 
Lewis in the fourth inning. Left-hander 
Yusei Kikuchi, one of four Blue Jays who 
made 31 or more starts this season, was 
greeted by a single by Max Kepler. Pinch-
hitter Donovan Solano walked, Correa put 
the Twins up with his single, and pinch-hit-
ter Willi Castro’s double-play groundout got 
another run on the board.

“He had electric stuff,” Schneider said of 
Berríos. “Tough to take him out. But I think 
with the way they’re constructed, you want to 
utilize your whole roster. It didn’t work out.”

Twins advance for 1st time in 
21 years with win to sweep 
Blue Jays behind Gray, Correa

No. 10 Notre Dame hopes to 
improve its struggling offense
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Slipping away from my wife
Dear Annie: My wife wakes up every 

weekday at 5 a.m. and goes to work at 6 
a.m. I don’t know what time she gets out 
of work, but she goes to her house (she 
owns a separate house) and, according to 
her, takes a nap. She usually comes home 
around 8 p.m. That is 14 hours a day that 
she is not here! 

The other day when she called, I 
heard another voice in the background. 
I should mention she has several suitors 
that live by her house. She spends most of 
the weekends at her house, saying she is 
doing yardwork.

I should also mention I have four beers 
every night. This is nothing new; I have 
always had several beers or cocktails, and 
she knew this when we started dating. 

She is 67 years old, and I am 73. We 
have been married for seven years. Now 
my drinking has suddenly become an 
issue with her, and she says we will not 
be having sex till I stop drinking! I get 
the feeling she has disdain for me. I get 
a quick kiss every morning before she 
leaves for work, but that’s it. I don’t know 
what to do. Any suggestions? — Basically 
Alone

Dear Basically Alone: There are a cou-
ple of issues to address here, and it seems 
likely that they all relate back to your 
drinking. Four beers every night classifies 
you as a heavy drinker, and the fact that 
you are unwilling — or unable — to stop 
this habit is certainly a red flag. I would 
seek out a local Alcoholics Anonymous 
chapter and start attending meetings. 

Additionally, the trust and communica-
tion between you and your wife is lack-
ing, to say the least. Acknowledging your 
dependency on alcohol is a necessary first 
step, but couples therapy is also essen-
tial. These issues are compounding — 
your drinking is driving your wife away, 
and the stress of not knowing your wife’s 
whereabouts is causing you to keep drink-
ing. If things don’t change, this vicious 
cycle will only get worse. 

* * *
Dear Readers: Below are two lovely 

letters for “Grieving in Portland,” the 
man who is grieving his late wife and 
wondering how best to move on — for his 
own sake and for his dog, Max. The first 
letter offers a practical suggestion, while 
the second has some words of encour-

agement that were 
too beautiful not to 
print. I hope you 
enjoy.

Dear  Annie : 
“Grieving in Port-
land” seems like 
a really wonder-
fu l  gent leman 
who would make 
a great partner for 
a lucky lady out 
there! He mentions 
his  Cavachon, 
and seems very 
devoted to his dog. 
I have Cavalier King Charles Spaniels and 
run a Facebook group with over 1,500 
members, the vast majority of whom are 
female, and plenty of them are single 
(some even widows).

The dogs immediately give us all a 
common interest, and we regularly sched-
ule in-person meetups for our dogs to 
play. I have met some of my best friends 
in the group! I think “Grieving” could 
meet some wonderful people if he looked 
into joining dog groups on social media, 
where he can find meetups and start mak-
ing social connections. Dogs are an excel-
lent social lubricant, and he will know 
immediately that he has at least that much 
in common with the people he is spending 
time with. — Dog Mom in Michigan

Dear Annie: Your advice, Annie, to 
“Grieving in Portland,” was sound.

The key is to push yourself to build a 
life that is good, with or without a partner. 
Get involved; volunteer at a food bank, 
build a habitat home, paint a playground, 
join a hiking club with Max, take classes 
on something you’ve always wanted to 
learn, join a cornhole team — whatever.

My amazing new husband and I lost 
our loves to cancer, both devastated after 
happy marriages. We met down the road 
in a meeting about fundraising for our 
local schools, a shared passion.

Use that overflowing love from your 
late wife to find your way. She will help 
you. Meet people to have more friends, 
because the world is wide. The rest will 
fall into place. — Twice Blessed

Send your questions for Annie Lane to 
dearannie@creators.com.

© 2023 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

Christians must 
be generous

TV & Entertainment Weekly | September 30 - October 6, 2023 14 | Thursday prime time
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
3D Woman Julie & 

Friends 
< Movie TCT Today Newsw-

atch 
Perry 
Stone 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Rabbi 
Lapin 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Big Brother (L) (N) Buddy Games "Buddy 
Betrayals" (N) 

Challenge "Revenge 
Amongst the Ruins" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) Comics 
Unleashed 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago P.D. "Forty-
Caliber Bread Crumb" 

Chicago P.D. "Kasual 
With a K" 

Chicago P.D. "If We 
Were Normal" 

Chicago P.D. "In a 
Duffel Bag" 

Chicago P.D. "Justice" Chicago P.D. "She's Got 
Us" 

Chicago P.D. "Start 
Digging" 

Chicago P.D. "The 
Silos" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

The Golden Bachelor
(N) 

Bachelor Stars & villains from "The Bachelor" &
"The Bachelorette" get another chance to find love.

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Found Dateline NBC News (N) (:35) The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 

(:35) Seth 
Meyers 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King 
"Pilot" 

The King 
of Queens 

Mod Fam 
"Flip Flop" 

21Alive 
News at 6 

Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline Chicago P.D. "The 
Forgotten" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) FBoy Island "The Men Have No Idea" 

(SF) (N) 
Whose 
Line 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Weekend in Havana PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 

America 
Arts In 
Focus 

This Old 
House (N) 

Old House
(N) 

Professor T "The Trial" Unforgotten on 
Masterpiece 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Weekend in Havana Context BBC News 

America 
PBS NewsHour (N) Now 

Entering 
Old House
(N) 

Grantchester on 
Masterpiece 

The Seaside Hotel
"Obsessed" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox 
News at 6 

TBA Big Bang TBA Hell's Kitchen (N) LEGO Masters (N) To Be Announced Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Castle Castle Castle (:05) Castle (:05) Castle Castle

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) <+++ Thor (‘11) Chris Hemsworth. <+++ The Avengers (‘12) Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, Robert Downey Jr.. <+++ The Avengers (‘12) Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, Robert Downey Jr.. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Botched "Mishaps in 
Mexico" 

Botched "Swine Flu 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest" 

Botched "London's 
Nose Is Falling Down" 

Botched "Sep-EAR-ation 
Anxiety" 

Botched "Baby Got 
Front Butt" 

Botched "Doctor Nose 
Best" (N) 

E! News
(N) 

(:35) Botched "Doctor 
Nose Best" 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ It (2017, Horror) Jeremy Ray Taylor, Sophia Lillis, Jaeden Martell. (P) <++ Pet Sematary (2019, Horror) Amy Seimetz, John Lithgow,
Jason Clarke. 

<
Hallowee... 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(4:00) Baseball Wild Card Series: Teams TBA All the 
latest action from Major League Baseball. (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball Wild Card Series: Teams TBA All the latest action from Major 
League Baseball. (L) (N) 

Baseball Fall Frenzy Postseason Major League Baseball action. (L) (N)

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 Around (N) Pardon (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) ESPN Films ESPN Films SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line The Rally (N) Life

Milwaukee 
Sports 
Stars 

AVP Pro Beach Volleyball Tour New Orleans 
Open Coverage of beach volleyball. 

Epic Trails Epic Trails World Poker Tour WPT 
20 - Part 1 

World Poker Tour WPT 
20 - Part 2 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Stolen" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Rooftop" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Redemption" 

(:05) <+++ Ghostbusters (1984, Comedy) Dan Aykroyd, Harold 
Ramis, Bill Murray. 

<++ Ghostbusters II (1989, Comedy) Dan Aykroyd, Sigourney 
Weaver, Bill Murray. (P) 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
(3:00) 
BattleBots 

BattleBots An electric field of eight bots lay it all on the line as 
they vie for "BattleBots" immortality. (N) 

BattleBots Eight robots will enter, but only one will 
punch its ticket to the tournament of champions. 

Sinkholes "Terror Lurks 
Below" 

Sinkholes "The Crater 
That Ate a Town" 

BattleBots

TLC  36 73 183 280 Fat Fabulous Fat Fabulous Fat Fabulous Sister Wives (N) Sister Wives (N) Sister Wives (N) Sister Wives (N) Sister Wives

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Mountain Men 
"Gunpowder and Lead" 

Mountain Men
"Breaking Wild" 

Mountain Men "Lion 
Alley" 

Mountain Men "Ice Cold" (N) (:35) Alone Australia
"Severed" (N) 

(:35) Mountain Men "Ice Cold" (:05) Mountain Men "Ice 
Cold" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 First 48 "Final Word" The First 48 "Cut Short" First 48 "I Killed" (N) Interrogation Raw (N) (:05) Accused: Guilty (N) (:05) First 48 "Gangland" (:05) First 48 "I Killed" 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Dater's 
Handbook 

< Raise a Glass to Love (‘21, Rom) Juan Pablo Di 
Pace, Matthew James Dowden, Laura Osnes. 

< A Very Venice Romance (‘23, Rom) Raniero 
Monaco Di Lapio, Max Kraus, Stephanie Leonidas. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:30) <++ I Know What You Did 
Last Summer (‘97) Love Hewitt. 

<+++ The Conjuring 2 (2016, Horror) Vera Farmiga, Madison Wolfe,
Patrick Wilson. 

<++ The Protégé (2021, Action) Maggie Q, Samuel L. Jackson,
Michael Keaton. (P) 

Chucky "Murder at 
1600" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Tacoma FD <+++ Pitch Perfect Anna Kendrick. 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(:15) <++ Ocean's Eight (2018, Comedy) Cate Blanchett, Anne 
Hathaway, Sandra Bullock. 

NHL Hockey Boston Bruins at New York Rangers From Madison 
Square Garden in New York. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Colorado Avalanche at Vegas Golden Knights From T-Mobile 
Arena in Las Vegas. (L) (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:30) < A 
Nightmar... 

<++ The Last House on the Left (2009, Horror) Monica 
Potter, Garret Dillahunt, Tony Goldwyn. 

<++ Jeepers Creepers (2001, Horror) Justin 
Long, Jonathan Breck, Gina Philips. 

<++ Insidious: The Last Key (2018, Horror)
Leigh Whannell, Angus Sampson, Lin Shaye. (P) 

(:15) <++ House of 
Wax Elisha Cuthbert. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office (:35) Office (:10) Office (:45) Office (:20) The Office (:55) Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
Women's College Soccer Georgetown at Xavier
Women's college soccer action. (L) (N) 

SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

TMZ 
Sports 

NHRA Drag Racing NHRA Midwest 
Nationals 

WGN  53   307 The Hill (L) (N) Vargas Report (N) On Balance (N) Cuomo (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Crash & Learn" 9-1-1 "Animal Instincts" 9-1-1 "Home Invasion" Love After Love After The Hustle of @617MikeBiv (N) Love After Lockup "The 40K Felon" Love After 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Bobby's Triple Threat Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Southern Charm Charm "Spilling the JT" Southern Charm Southern Charm (N) WatchWhat Southern Charm Below Deck Housewives 
NICK  68  170 299 (4:30) <+++ Sing (‘16) Matthew McConaughey. < Monster High 2 (‘23) Miia Harris. (P) Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Ladybug Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Big City Hailey Hailey Marvel's Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Villains Villains Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:00) <++ The House With a Clock 
in Its Walls (‘18) Jack Black. 

<+++ Monsters, Inc. (2001, Animated) Voices of 
Billy Crystal, Mary Gibbs, John Goodman. 

<+++ Monsters University (2013, Animated) Voices of John 
Goodman, Steve Buscemi, Billy Crystal. 

The 700 Club < Halloweentown II: 
Kalabar's Revenge 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:35) <++ Sliding 
Doors Gwyneth Paltrow. 

(:15) <++ Cesar Chavez (2014, History) America 
Ferrera, Rosario Dawson, Michael Peña. 

<+++ Gangs of New York (2002, History) Daniel Day-Lewis,
Cameron Diaz, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

(:50) To Be Announced Programming to be 
announced. 

<++ 
Hannibal 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:40) <++ Evan 
Almighty Steve Carell. 

(:15) <+++ I Love You, Man (2009, Comedy)
Jason Segel, Rashida Jones, Paul Rudd. 

<++ Balls of Fury (‘07) Christopher 
Walken, George Lopez, Dan Fogler. 

<++ Dumb and Dumber To (‘14)
Jeff Daniels, Jim Carrey. 

(:20) <+++ Dodgeball: A True 
Underdog Story (‘04) Vince Vaughn. 

(:55) < Man 
on Fire 

SHOW  351 851 318 545 
(4:45) <++ Men (‘22) Rory Kinnear, 
Paapa Essiedu, Jessie Buckley. 

< B...A... (2022, Horror) Tunde 
Laleye, Me'lisa Sellers, Teon Kelley. 

< Fear the Night (‘23) Kat Foster, 
Travis Hammer, Maggie Q. (P) 

(:35) < Follow Her (‘22) Dani Barker,
Eliana Jones, Luke Cook. (P) 

(:15) <++ Scream (2022, Horror) Courteney Cox 
Arquette, David Arquette, Neve Campbell. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:40) <+++ True Grit (‘10, Western) 
Matt Damon, Josh Brolin, Jeff Bridges. 

< Broken Star (2018, Thriller) Tyler 
Labine, Monique Coleman, Lio Tipton. 

<++ The Babysitter (‘95) Jeremy 
London, J.T. Walsh, Alicia Silverstone. 

<+ Jade (‘95) Linda Fiorentino, Chazz 
Palminteri, David Caruso. 

(:05) <++ The Watermelon Woman
(‘96) Guinevere Turner, Cheryl Dunye. 

X-Rated: 
Great 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q: My husband and I are 
going through very difficult 
times — the sickness of a 
child, a change in careers, 
etc. Is it right to burden our 
friends and loved ones with 
these kinds of problems? – 
B.B.

A: There are burdens 
that every man must bear 
for himself, for no one 
can do it for him; and if he 
neglects them, they will 
not be borne. However, as 
Christians, we are to bear 
one another’s burdens, and 
friends and family can help 
us bear sorrows, misfortune, 
trials, loneliness, family 
cares, and spiritual difficul-
ties. But we are not to worry 

about our burdens. We 
are to roll them on to 
God’s shoulders, look-

ing to Him for power to sus-
tain and strengthen us.

The Bible says that as 
Christians we are to be gen-
erous with each other. God 
says it is our duty as Chris-
tians to take care of widows 
and orphans and to help the 
poor within the Christian 
society.

So while we can share 
our concerns and difficul-
ties with others, asking for 
their prayers and fellow-
ship of encouragement, we 
must also be interested in 
the burdens that others bear. 
The Bible says in various 
places that we are to “con-
tribute to the needs of the 
saints … practice hospitality 

… lodge strangers … wash 
the saints’ feet … relieve the 
afflicted … be not forgetful 
to entertain strangers,” and 
to “carry each other’s bur-
dens” (Galatians 6:2 NIV). 
The Bible also says, “It is 
more blessed to give than to 
receive” (Acts 20:35).

Most of all, we mustn’t 
let the burdens and hard-
ships of this life distract us 
or discourage us. We must 
be reminded to keep our 
eyes fixed on what God 
promised — His presence 
every step of our journey.

(This column is based on 
the words and writings of 
the late Rev. Billy Graham.)

©2023 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

SERVICES
MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

JOIN THE BEST- HIRING
SKILLED CARPENTERS
With our continued growth,
we're looking for highly
skilled carpenters with at
least 4-5 years experience in
commercial or residential
construction. Experience
with rough & finish carpentry,
framing or concrete forming
required. James S. Jackson
has a great team of profes-
sionals, is well established,
provides benefits and is look-
ing for career-minded team
members right now. Highly
competitive pay, paid time
off, health insurance and
matching 401k are all part of
the package. Please send
resume or request an appli-
cation at
hireme@jjacksonco.com
www.jjacksonco.com

FOR SALE
5 for $5

EARN EXTRA CASH by sell-
ing your "unwanted" items dur-
ing the month of October. A 20
-word, line classified ad for five
days is only $5! For Sale Items
Only. Excludes Garage Sales.
Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office, 125 N. Johnson
St., 260-824-0224, or place
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds. SELL

YOUR
STUFF!

All Classified Line Ads 
automatically appear on the 

News-Banner website at 
NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Line Classified Ad Deadlines: 
Monday editions: Friday by 4 p.m. 

Tuesday-Friday editions: 
day-before by 4 p.m.

Saturdays: Friday by noon

Placing Ads 
Bluffton News-Banner, 

125 N. Johnson St., 824-0224, 
or classifieds.news-banner.com

Lottery Numbers
Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 06-07-17-19-44
Lotto Plus — 21-28-31-35-38-43
Cash4Life — 08-15-26-33-60, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 03-05-12-15-18-20-24-27-39-

40-49-51-53-54-67-71-76-77-78-79, BE: 79
Daily Three-Midday — 07-00-03, SB: 01
Daily Three-Evening — 01-06-00, SB: 00
Daily Four-Midday — 08-03-04-07, SB: 01
Daily Four-Evening — 02-08-05-07, SB: 00
Quick Draw Evening — 01-06-07-14-16-17-24-26-30-

31-33-41-47-53-60-61-64-65-72-75, BE: 30
Hoosier Lotto — 15-17-18-21-26-43

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $350 million

POWERBALL
09-35-54-63-64 Powerball: 01; Power Play: 2X
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

STATE OF INDIANA 	 )
		  )SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS 	 )
	 IN THE WELLS 
	 CIRCUIT COURT
	 2023 TERM
	 CAUSE NO: 

90D01-2308-MI-000019
IN THE MATTER OF 	 )
LISA MICHELLE JACK, )

Petitioner. 	 )
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR

CHANGE OF NAME BY
LISA MICHELLE JACK

Notice is hereby given that Lisa 
Michelle Jack (f/k/a Lisa Michelle 
Baker and Lisa Michelle Beer) filed 
a Petition for Change of Name in 
the Wells Circuit Court in the cap-
tioned case. Said Petition asks 
the Court to change the name of 
Lisa Michelle Jack to Lisa Michelle 
Satterfield. Any and all persons 
having objections to said Petition 
may appear at the hearing in the 
Wells Circuit Court, 102 W. Mar-
ket St. #301 Bluffton, IN 46714 on 
the 26th day of October, 2023 at 
3:00 p.m. or file written objections 
with the Court prior to said hearing 
date.

Dated September 8, 2023
	Beth Davis
Clerk of the Wells Circuit Court

nb 9/21, 9/28, 10/5
hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA 	 )
	 )SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )
	 IN THE WELLS
	 CIRCUIT COURT
	 CAUSE NO.
	 90C01-2309-MI-000020

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF: )
Claire Michelle St. Hilaire 	 )
Petitioner 	 )

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Claire Michelle St. Hilaire, 
whose mailing address is: 407 
Brenden Way, Ossian, IN 46777 
and if different, my residence 
address is: in the Wells County, 
Indiana, hereby gives notice that 
Claire Michelle St. Hilaire has 
filed a petition in the Wells Court 
requesting that her name be 
changed to Kiki Dove St. Hilaire.

Notice is further given that the 
hearing will be held on said Petition 
on October 26, 2023, at 3:30 P.M.

	 Petitioner
	 September 8, 2023
	 Date

Kenton W. Kiracofe
	 Judicial Officer

nb 9/21, 9/28, 10/5
hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA 	)
	 ) SS:

COUNTY OF ALLEN )
	 IN THE ALLEN 
	 SUPERIOR COURT

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA
A CHILD IN NEED OF 	 )
SERVICES: 	 )
CM, a child 	 )
And 		  )
Yoshua Tear Monday, Father )

	 Cause No.:
	 02D08-2112-JC-414
	 02D08-2303-MI-128
	 SUMMONS FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION & NOTICE

	 OF A MOTION FOR
	 PERMANENCY/
	 MODIFICATION OF
	 CUSTODY HEARING

To: Yoshua Tear Monday,
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

to the above noted parent, whose 
whereabouts are unknown, and 
who is the parent of aboved 
named minor child, that the Indiana 
Department of Child Services has 
a motion for permanency and that 
a modification of custody hearing 
has been scheduled with the Court.

THE MODIFICATION OF CUS-
TODY HEARING at which Michael 
L. Flores, Alleged Father and any 
Alleged Unknown Father must 
appear is scheduled for November 
14, 2023, at 1:30 p.m. at the Allen 
Superior Court, 715 South Calhoun 
Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46802. At 
said hearing, the court will consider 
the Motion for Permanency and 
evidence thereon and will render 
its decision as to custody of the 
above children.

UPON ENTRY OF SAID 
MOTION FOR PERMANENCY/
MODIFICATION OF CUSTODY 
HEARING will be held in which the 
Court will consider: (1) Modification 
of Legal Custody of the Children 
(2) Modification of Physical Cus-
tody of the Children (3) Visitation 
between the Parents and Children 
(4) Parental Child Support Obliga-
tions.

YOU MUST RESPOND by 
appearing in the case in person or 
by attorney within thirty (30) days 
after the last publication of this 
notice, and in the event you fail 
to do so, an adjudication on said 
motion and a modification of the 
parental custodial rights regarding 
the above listed children may be 
ordered by the court without further 
notice.

T H E  AT TO R N E Y R E P -
RESENTING THE INDIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SER-
VICES, is Cassandra DeGood, 201 
East Rudisill Street, Suite 200, Fort 
Wayne, IN 46806; telephone (260) 
458-6100.

Date this Sept 07 2023
Christopher M. Nancarrow

	 Clerk of Allen County 
	 Superior Court

nb 9/28, 10/5, 10/12
hspaxlp

LEGAL NOTICE OF GENERAL (OR SPECIAL) ELECTION
The voters of WELLS County are notified by the county election board 

in accordance with Indiana Code 3-10-2-2 that a general (or special) elec-
tion will be held in the county on November 7, 2023, with the polls open 
for voting from 6:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., prevailing local time.

In accordance with the list of candidates and the public questions cer-
tified to me by the State of Indiana or this county’s election board, and 
the certificates of candidate selection filed in the office of the circuit court 
clerk of this county (or the Lake or Porter County election director), the fol-
lowing offices and public questions or judicial retention questions, if appli-
cable, will be on the general (or special) election ballot:

OFFICES TO BE FILLED BY VOTERS
TOWN CLERK-TREASURER, PONETO
TOWN COUNCIL MEMBER, PONETO

PUBLIC QUESTIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO VOTERS
The text of public questions submitted to voters, 

if applicable, are as follows:
Bluffton-Harrison School Safety Referencum Tax Levy
Shall the Bluffton Harrision M.S.D. increase property taxes paid 

to schools by homeowners and businesses for eight (8) years immedi-
ately following the holding of the referendum for the purpose of funding 
the social, emotional, safety, and security needs for all students and staff 
including: (a) additional school resource officers, (b) physical safety and 
security improvements, (c) mental health support for students that pro-
mote social and emotional well-being, and (d) professional development/
training which focuses on proactive safety strategies for faculty and staff? 
If this public question is approved by the voters, the average property tax 
paid to schools per year on a residence would increase by 9.63% and 
the average property tax paid to schools per year on a business property 
would increase by 7.94%.
JUDICIAL RETENTION QUESTIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO VOTERS

The text of judicial retention questions submitted to voters, 
if applicable, are as follows:

IN-PERSON ABSENTEE OR “EARLY” VOTING INFORMATION
The dates, times and locations of in-person voting at the circuit court 

clerk’s office and, if applicable, at satellite offices are as follows:
Location Address 	 Location Hours
4-H PARK - EARLY VOTING 	 Open Friday 11/03/2023 until
1240 4-H PARK ROAD 	 Friday 11/03/2023 from
BLUFFTON IN, 46714 	 10:00AM to 7:00PM

CLERK’S OFFICE - EARLY VOTING 	 Open Monday 10/23/2023 until
102 W MARKET ST 	 Friday 10/27/2023 from 8:00AM
BLUFFTON IN, 46714 	 to 4:30PM
	 Open Monday 10/30/2023 until
	 Friday 11/03/2023 from 8:00AM
	 to 4:30PM

	 Open Saturday 11/04/2023 until
	 Saturday 11/04/2023 from
	 8:00AM to 12:00PM
	 Open Monday 11/06/2023 until
	 Monday 11/06/2023 from
	 8:00AM to 12:00PM
DATED, THIS 21st DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2023.
Beth Davis
Circuit Court Clerk (or Lake or Porter County Election Director)

nb 10/5
hspaxlp

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 
8 - (Online Only) - Estate 
of Robert Isch, seller. 1978 
White 2-50 diesel tractor, 2015 
Ex-Mark Laser-Z zero turn rid-
ing lawn mower, 2002 Simplic-
ity lawn mower, 2006 Simplic-
ity Legacy riding lawn mower, 
single axle utility trailer, tandem 
axle trailer, 14’ hay wagon, 3 
bottom plow, Winco generator, 
lawn and garden, tools, antique 
& modern furniture, antiques, 
primitives, glassware, house-
hold. Preview: Oct. 5, from 
3-6 p.m., 601 E St. Rd. 124, 
Monroe. Sale manager, Patrick 
Carter, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING OCTO-
BER 8 STARTING AT 4 PM 
EST - Larry Beer, owner. 
Sports collector’s dream! 950+ 
lots featuring lots of sports 
memorabilia, signed jerseys, 
bats & balls, MLB, NFL, MLB 
cards (some cards Graded), 
die cast toys, stamp collection, 
yard & hand tools, Yamaha 
gas powered golf cart, like new 
Cub Cadet riding lawn mower, 
household, furniture, Fenton 
glass, Roseville & Hull pot-
tery, more! Preview: Oct. 5, 
4-6 p.m., 909 Woodridge Ct., 
Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 
260-724-7402.
OCTOBER 15-OCTOBER 
22 - (Online Only Auction) 
- Michael & Jane Michaud, 
seller. Gravely zero turn rid-
ing mower, 2018 Family Farm 
Home single axle utility trailer, 
Craftsman portable air com-
pressor, Craftsman & DeWalt 
power tools, late model appli-
ances, antique furniture, 
assorted household, Christ-
mas decorations, Berkley fish-
ing boat w/14’ trailer, assorted 
fishing. Preview: Oct. 12 from 
3 p.m.-6 p.m. and Oct. 19 from 
3 p.m.-6 p.m., 1791 E 1100 S, 
Warren. Sale managers, Pat-
rick Carter & Nick Huffman. 
The Steffen Group Inc., www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOS-
ING OCTOBER 17 START-
ING AT 6 P.M. EST - Ronald 
L Franke estate, owner. Real 
estate 6 p.m.: 812 sf, full base-
ment, 2 bed, 2 full bath, 14’x22’ 
detached garage, .29 acre 
lot, Fort Wayne Community 

School, Wayne Township, Allen 
County. Personal property 
6:30 p.m.: 2006 Chevy Monte 
Carlo SS, 105k miles, house-
hold, tools, riding lawn mower, 
furniture, collectibles, more! 
Preview: Oct. 9, 5-6 p.m., 930 
Irene Ave., Fort Wayne. Pick 
up: Oct. 18, 3-6 p.m. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 
Kjauction.com, 260-724-7402.
OCTOBER 22-OCTOBER 
27 - (Online Only Auction) 
- Michael & Jane Michaud, 
seller. Single story home situ-
ated on 4.55 Acres w/outbuild-
ings. 3 bedroom and 2 full 
bathrooms with 1,880 square 
foot and an attached 2 car 
garage. Open houses: Oct. 12 
from 3-6 p.m., Oct. 19 from 3-6 
p.m., Oct. 26 from 4-6 p.m., 
1791 E 1100 S, Warren. Pat 
Carter & Nick Huffman, sale 
managers. The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
OCTOBER 22- OCTOBER 
29 - (Online Only Auction) - 
Harvey E. & Wilma D. King, 
seller. H&D Repair Center & 
Body Shop retirement auc-
tion. Automotive & body shop 
equipment, pickup truck, trac-
tor, Rotary Lift 9,000-lb. capac-
ity 2-post hydraulic lift, mower. 
Preview: Oct. 19 from 3 p.m.-6 
p.m. and Oct. 26 from 3 p.m.-
6 p.m., 300 Standard Oil Blvd., 
Montpelier. Sale manager, Pat-
rick Carter, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006. 
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING NOVEM-
BER 5 STARTING AT 4 PM 
EST - Randy Rossman, 
owner and multiple consign-
ors. Online only consignment 
auction. 1,000+ lots! Featuring 
furniture, household items, col-
lectibles, antiques, tools, guns, 
& much more! Auction preview: 
Nov. 2, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm St., 
Decatur. Pick up times: Nov. 6, 
1-6 p.m. & Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-noon, 
3 pick up locations in Decatur. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-724-
7402.

Public Notices
WHERE TO VOTE

November 7, 2023 General 
Election

4-H Park Vote Center
1240 4-H Park Road
Bluffton, Indiana
Vote Center will be opened 

6AM to 6PM
nb 10/5
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
Pursuant to Indiana Code § 

6-1.1-20-5, notice is hereby given 
that the Board of Education of the 
Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan 
School District has preliminarily 
determined to enter into a lease 
agreement and issue bonds in 
the aggregate principal amount of 
$10,000,000 to fund the renovation 
of and improvements to Bluffton 
High School, including moisture 
abatement, HVAC, and building 
envelope improvements, and the 
purchase of equipment and tech-
nology

Dated: October 5, 2023
	 /s/ Board of Education
	 Bluffton-Harrison 

Metropolitan School District
nb 10/5, 10/12

hspaxlp

SUDOKU ANSWER

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

MOVING SALE FRIDAY, Oc-
tober 6, to Saturday, October
7, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 830 Park-
way Dr., Bluffton.

THREE FAMILY GARAGE

sale, 316 W. Wiley (in the
back) Oct. 5, 6, 7 starting at
noon Thursday ending Satur-
day 5 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCT. 6, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., 2400 W 200 S, Liberty
Center, 1 mile north of Liberty
Center, 1/2 mile east. I want
my garage back! Everything
half price. Come and fill your
bags. Kid's clothes, juniors,
some toys, lots of misc.

FORGOTTEN CHILDREN

WORLDWIDE, 650 N. Main
St., Bluffton, Gigantic Garage
Sale, Oct. 5 & 6, 9-5, Oct. 7
(sack sale) 9-2. Lightweight &
winter coats, Halloween & fall
decor, Halloween costumes,
Christmas decor, patio furni-
ture set, dishwasher, tools,
plus all our regular items.

112 N. BOND, rain or shine,
October 5 and 6 from 9 a.m. to
6 p.m., Oct. 7 from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Downsizing, priced to go.
Fishing tackle, camping gear,
iron pots, patio umbrella, Atari
and games, household, CDs,
DVDs , books, toys, jewelry,
collectibles, drapes, men's and
women's clothing, more!

LIVING ESTATE SALE

1504 Aberdeen L., Highland
Terrace addition, New Haven
(I469 to Highway 30 -New
Haven left on Green Street,
left on Aberdeen), October 4-
7, Wednesday-Friday 8-5, Sat-
urday 8-2. A bit of everything
including household, seasonal
linens, crafts, puzzles, hats, no
furniture, or clothes. Our local
church is also having their an-
nual sale.

308 WHITE BRIDGE COURT
GIGANTIC GARAGE SALE
Pokemon cards, transformers
NIB, DVDs, Amish and Guide-
post books, name brand
clothes, 300 pc puzzles,fabric,
knick knacks, newborn to 3T
boys clothes, toys, baby
swing, yummy baked goods,
arrowheads, desk, bakers
racks, tons of bath and body,
31 bags Oct. 04 9AM-6PM,
Oct. 05 8AM-4PM, Oct. 06
8AM-4PM Rain or Shine

1016 JERSEY ST., Bluffton,
now through next week, Mon.-
Fri. noon-dark, Sat. 8 a.m.-
dark, Sun. 1 p.m.-dark. Com-
forter sets, Christmas, an-
tiques, baby bed, portable crib,
baby clothes, old ties, curtain
rods, decor, furniture, kitchen
stuff, lamps, king sheet sets,
round clock table, throw pil-
lows, wheelchairs, walkers,
transfer boards, books, 69
white chenille bedspread. Too
much to list! Everything must
go! Prices negotiable!

HUGE GARAGE/BAKE

SALE, rain or shine, Thursday
-Friday, 8 a.m.-?, 1533 Bell
Brook (off Dustman). Brand
new Evenflo infant carseat
stroller combo, dual ride,
namebrand adult and kids
clothes NB to 4T, Matilda
Jane, Gap, Maurices, Pink,
Adidas, Nike, North Face,
Michael Kors, Kate Spade,
namebrand athletic shoes, 3D
prints, Star Wars busts, fidget
toys, toys, Legos and more.
Fresh pies, cookies, cinnamon
rolls.

HELOISE HINT: If you are at-
tending a large garage sale. It 
may be a good idea to bring 
along a family member or 
friend to help you carry out 
large items, go to checkout and 
pay. Email HELOISE@Heloise.
com.

Services
Services

MILLER'S U-STOR We have
clean, secure storage units
available. Various sizes.
260-824-4141. Miller U-Stor,
1118 W. Silver, Bluffton, IN. SWITCH TO DISH and get up 

to a $300 gift card! Plus get the 
Multisport pack included for a 
limited time!  Hurry, call for de-
tails: 1-855-551-9764 (I)

WE ARE HIRING

1ST SHIFT
COMPETITIVE WAGES

FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT

APPLY ONLINE AT
HTTPS://ALH-BUILDING.

COM

MUST PASS
DRUG SCREEN

MARKLE, IN

Help Wanted

HELOISE HINT: If you are go-
ing to a job interview. Be aware 
that you may need to cover up 
tattoos or piercings just in case 
the company has rules against 
showing them. You want to ap-
pear to be professional. Fax 
Heloise @ 210-HELOISE (435-
6473).

Receive a free 
garage sale kit 
when placing a 
three day, line 
classified ad.

Read & recycle



By THALIA BEATY 
Associated Press

A scientist who stud-
ies the airborne transmis-
sion of diseases, a master 
hula dancer and cultural 
preservationist, and the sit-
ting U.S. poet laureate were 
among the 20 new recipi-
ents of the prestigious fel-
lowships from the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacAr-
thur Foundation, known as 
“genius grants,” announced 
on Wednesday.

MacArthur  fe l lows 
receive a grant of $800,000 
over five years to spend 
however they want. Fellows 
are nominated and endorsed 
by their peers and com-
munities through an often 
yearslong process that the 
foundation oversees. They 
do not apply and are never 
officially interviewed for 
the fellowship before it’s 
awarded.

Each year, the founda-
tion calls the new class of 
fellows in advance of the 
public announcement and 
fellows described being 
shocked and stunned by the 
news after receiving a call 
from an unknown number, 
which they had sometimes 
initially ignored.

Ada Limón, who recent-
ly began her second term as 
the country’s poet laureate, 
said she first missed a call 
the day after her grandmoth-
er, Allamay Barker, had died 
at the age of 98. It wasn’t 
until the foundation emailed 
her that she called back. 
She said she wept when she 
heard the news.

“I felt like losing the 
matriarch of my family and 
then receiving this, it felt 
like it was a gift from her 
in some ways,” she said, 
speaking from her home in 
Lexington, Kentucky.

Limón will be reading 
poetry to an audience at the 
University of Montevallo, 
a public university in Ala-
bama, and speaking to a 
creative writing class in the 
hours after this year’s class 

of MacArthur fellows are 
announced.

As poet laureate, she 
commissioned an anthology 
of poems “ You Are Here: 
Poetry in the Natural World, 
“ to be published in April 
and also arranged for his-
toric poems to be installed at 
seven national parks. NASA 
is planning to send a poem 
Limón wrote for an upcom-
ing mission to Jupiter’s 
moon Europa as part of a 
time capsule. The poem will 
be engraved on the space-
craft.

“One of the things that 
feels most emotional and 
remarkable to me is that this 
recognition is coming from 
within the poetry commu-
nity,” Limón said.

The foundation has 
run the fellowship since 
1981 and selected more 
than 1,030 recipients. The 
awards are given to individ-
uals “of outstanding talent 
to pursue their own creative, 
intellectual, and profession-
al inclinations,” according 
to the foundation’s website, 
and the grants are not tied 
to a specific project or insti-
tution. Many past fellows 
like Octavia Butler, Paul 
Farmer and Twyla Tharp 
are luminaries in their fields 
and Marlies Carruth, who 
directs the MacArthur Fel-
lows program, emphasized 
that they hope fellows will 
support and inspire each 
other. The foundation also 
hosts events for current and 
past recipients.

“The prize is financial, 
but it’s also access and 
being part of a community 
of extraordinary thinkers 
and doers,” said Carruth. 
Last year, the foundation 
raised the award amount 
from $625,000 to $800,000. 
The foundation previously 
increased the award amount 
a decade ago from $500,000 
to $625,000.

The 2023 class of fellows 
includes Andrea Armstrong, 
professor at Loyola Univer-
sity New Orleans, College 

of Law, who created a data-
base of everyone in Louisi-
ana who has died in prison 
or jail since 2015; Patrick 
Makuakāne, a master teach-
er of hula who is dedicated 
to preserving Hawaiian cul-
tural heritage; and National 
Book Award winner Imani 
Perry, who has authored 
multiple books about the 
resistance and activism of 
Black Americans in the face 
of injustice.

Linsey Marr, an environ-
mental engineer, was in her 
office when an unknown 
number called her cell-
phone, which she did not 
answer. When the same 
number called her office 
line, she picked up with 
some skepticism, Marr said.

“To think that I’ve actu-
ally been selected as one is 
really mind-blowing,” she 
said, of the MacArthur fel-
lows.

Before the pandemic, 
Marr, who is a distinguished 
professor of civil and envi-
ronmental engineering at 
Virginia Tech, studied ques-
tions about how viruses 
moved through the air and 
how much transmission 
happens by people breathing 
in the virus versus from con-
taminated objects.

Her expertise became 
extremely relevant after 
the outbreak of COVID-
19 when she argued that 
airborne transmission was 
likely a major way the virus 
was spreading. She said 
she hopes this recognition 
of her work will help her 
gain access to data to better 
understand the seasonality 
of the flu.

Ian Bassin is the co-
founder and executive direc-
tor of Protect Democracy, a 
nonpartisan organization that 
helped to shape legislation 
passed in December 2022 
to overhaul the Electoral 
Count Act. The changes 
clarify parts of the 1887 law 
to make it harder for future 
presidents to seek to prevent 
the transfer of power.

When he received the 
call from MacArthur, Bassin 
was standing in his kitchen 
and said his mind imme-
diately went to his late 
grandparents, with whom 
he wished he could share 
the news. He said he sees 
himself as just one of a mul-
titude of organizations and 
people working to create a 
more inclusive and resilient 
democratic system.

“This fellowship feels 
both like a tremendous 
opportunity, but also a 
responsibility because the 
work of protecting and per-
fecting our democracy is 
far from complete,” Bassin 
said. “And so this just under-
scores for me the obligation 
I think I now have to do my 
part in finishing that work.”

The other recipients of 
the MacArthur fellowship in 
2023 are: E. Tendayi Achi-
ume, a legal scholar exam-
ining global migration; Rina 
Foygel Barber, a statistician 

who has developed tools to 
improve the accuracy of pre-
dictions made by machine 
learning models; Courtney 
Bryan, a composer and pia-
nist whose work draws on 
contemporary voices and 
crosses genres; Jason D. 
Buenrostro, a cellular and 
molecular biologist who 
developed new methods and 
tools to better understand 
how and when genes are 
expressed; multidisciplinary 
artist María Magdalena 
Campos-Pons whose work 
often foregrounds histories 
of the Caribbean; composer 
and artist Raven Chacon 
who blends performance 
and visual art to interrogate 
European colonialism of the 
Americas; Diana Greene 
Foster, a demographer and 
reproductive health research-
er who has documented the 
impact of access to contra-
ception or abortion on wom-
en’s lives; Lucy Hutyra, an 
environmental ecologist 

who studies the movement 
of carbon through urban 
environments; artist Carolyn 
Lazard whose multidisci-
plinary work centers disabil-
ity and accessibility; Lester 
Mackey, a computer scien-
tist and statistician whose 
has helped improve the pre-
dictions of machine learning 
techniques; fiction writer 
Manuel Muñoz whose sto-
ries explore the experiences 
of the Mexican American 
community in California’s 
Central Valley; Dyani White 
Hawk, a multidisciplinary 
artist who uplifts Indigenous 
art practices and aesthet-
ics and their connections to 
contemporary art; A. Park 
Williams, a hydroclimatolo-
gist studying the impact of 
climate change on wildfires, 
drought and forest growth; 
and Amber Wutich, an 
anthropologist who studies 
the impact of water scarcity 
on communities and how 
they adapt.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

BLUFFTON OFFICE: (260) 824-2234
1307 Baker Place • Bluffton, IN

Mike Lampton | Michael Towne | Jacob Duncan 

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

Primary 
Contracting, LLC

Decks • Roofing • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding
Remodeling • Storm Damage • Trim Wood Working and more!

Free 
Estimates

260-223-4276

Owner - Edwin Wickey Competitive Rates!

Decks • Garages • Pole Barns • Siding • Remodeling
Metal and Shingle Roofing • Storm Damage •Trim Wood Working and more!

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Wickey Construction
Free Estimate on 

Metal Roofing 
& More

260-273-9776

J&F Wood Working
Custom Cabinet

New Construction
Remodel

Custom 
Wood 

Working of 
Any Kind.

260-223-4243

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Come See Us for Your CBD Oil Needs

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

All Plumbing Service
Water Softeners and Water 
Heaters and Water Hookups

Stools and Sinks Tubs 
Showers - Fix Leaks 

LJ Mechanical LLC
Commercial and Residential

Licensed and Insured
Joseph (260) 402-2676        PLC 12300146#

South Side 
Storage
Poneto, IN

260-273-7943
312 W. St. Rd. 218

Jim Ameter

10x10 $45
10x20 $65

Goods & services 
directory

Meet this year’s MacArthur ‘genius grant’ recipients

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Tens of thou-
sands of Kaiser Permanente workers took to 
picket lines in multiple states on Wednesday, 
launching a massive strike that the company 
warned could cause delays at its hospitals and 
clinics that serve nearly 13 million Americans.

The Coalition of Kaiser Permanente 
Unions, representing about 85,000 of the 
health system's employees nationally, 
approved a strike for three days in Califor-
nia, Colorado, Oregon and Washington.

Some 75,000 people were expected to 
participate in the pickets. That includes 
about 180 workers from facilities in Vir-
ginia and Washington, D.C., who planned to 
picket only one day since many had to travel 
long distances to converge in Springfield, 
Virginia, on Wednesday, according to Local 
2 Secretary-Treasurer Sarah Levesque.

Most of the facilities are in California, 
where scores of workers picketed outside 
hospitals.

"Kaiser has not been bargaining with us 
in good faith and so it's pushing us to come 
out here and strike," said Jacquelyn Duley, a 
radiologic technologist among the hundreds 
of picketers at Kaiser Permanente Orange 
County — Irvine Medical Center. "We want 
to be inside just taking care of our patients."

The Oakland, California-based nonprofit 
company said its 39 hospitals, including 
emergency rooms, will remain open. Doctors 
are not participating, and Kaiser said it was 
bringing in thousands of temporary workers 
to fill the gaps. Still, appointments and non-
urgent procedures could be pushed back.

Early Wednesday, workers at Kaiser 
Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center 
cheered as the strike deadline arrived. The 
strikers include licensed vocational nurses, 
home health aides and ultrasound sonogra-
phers, as well as technicians in the radiol-
ogy, X-ray, surgical, pharmacy and emer-
gency departments.

Brittany Everidge, a ward clerk tran-
scriber in the medical center's maternal child 
health department, was among those on the 
picket line. She said that because of staffing 
shortages, pregnant people in active labor 
can be stuck waiting for hours to be checked 
in. Other times, too few transcribers can lead 
to delays in creating and updating charts for 
new babies.

"We don't ever want to be in a situation 
where the nurses have to do our job," she 
said.

Patients like Carlos Herrera, 65, walked 
by picketers in Los Angeles.

Herrera, who was there for a kidney test, 
said there were few people inside urgent 
care and his 10:40 a.m. appointment was 
on time. He said he supports the strikers 
because they need more people to combat 
staffing shortages to treat patients like him.

The strike comes in a year when there 
have been work stoppages within multiple 

industries, including transportation, enter-
tainment and hospitality.

At least 453,000 workers have partici-
pated in 312 strikes in the U.S. this year, 
according to Johnnie Kallas, a Ph.D. candi-
date and the project director of Cornell Uni-
versity's Labor Action Tracker. That figure 
includes Kaiser workers.

He said the strike will likely hurt Kaiser's 
reputation and its narrative of patient care 
more than its bottom line.

"I do think there's a deep connection 
between what health care workers had to go 
through on the front lines of a global pan-
demic," he said, adding the feeling now is 
"they really deserve a lot more in terms of 
pay, staffing, workplace health and safety."

The health care industry alone has been 
hit by several strikes this year as it confronts 
burnout from heavy workloads — prob-
lems that were exacerbated greatly by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Unions representing Kaiser workers in 
August asked for a $25 hourly minimum 
wage, as well as increases of 7 percent each 
year in the first two years and 6.25 percent 
each year in the two years afterward.

Union members say understaffing is 
boosting the hospital system's profits but 
hurting patients, and executives have been 
bargaining in bad faith during negotiations.

Tonya Harris, who was on the picket line 
in Irvine, about 40 miles south of Los Ange-
les in Orange County, said medical assis-
tants like her are often asked to double up 
with doctors — each of whom has up to 20 
patients — instead of working one-to-one.

"You're running around and you're try-
ing to basically keep up with the flow," she 
said, wearing her strike captain vest over her 
scrubs.

The single mother with two kids going 
into college said she also can't afford to live 
in Orange County on her current pay.

Kaiser said in a statement Wednesday 
that it had upped its proposal to boost mini-
mum hourly wages by a couple of dollars 
and was now offering between $23 and $25 
next year depending on the location.

The company said it also completed 
hiring 10,000 more people, adding to the 
51,000 workers the hospital system has 
brought on board since 2022.

Kaiser Permanente's operating revenue 
climbed 7 percent in this year's second quarter 
to more than $25 billion. The health care giant 
said in August that strong investment income 
helped it turn a $2.1 billion profit for the quar-
ter, swinging from a $1.3 billion loss a year 
earlier. However, the company said it was still 
contending with inflation and labor shortages.

Kaiser executive Michelle Gaskill-
Hames said the company's practices, com-
pensation and retention are better than its 
competitors, even as the entire sector faces 
the same challenges.

U.S. health care workers picket 
outside hospitals in multiple 
states, kicking off 3-day strike


